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Accidents 


80 


Adams,  John — his  letters  con- 
cerning  the  fisheries  25;  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Jefiv-rson  248;  his 
letter  on  education  575 

Adams,  John  Q.  his  note  on  Mr. 
Floyd’s  letter  9;  his  letter  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Clay’s  246;  his 
address  in  reply  to  general 
Smyth,  noticed  289 

Ad  valorem  goods,  essay  con- 
cerning 311 

Africa — British  settlements  22; 
slave  vessels,  &c-  22;  the  hor- 
rid traffic  69,  99,  386;  treaty 
at  Cape  Mesurado  109 

Agriculture,  a professorship  of, 
proposed  in  Virginia  202 

^%labama — reported  quarrels  a- 
mong  the  Indians  of  48;  pro- 
duct of  cotton,  &c.  131;  do.  in 
Madison  county,  and  remarks 
242;  Limestone  county  291; 
elections  291 

Albany,  a meeting  at  about  the 
affairs  of  the  Greeks  215 

Aleppo,  earthquake  at  185 

difference  with  Spain 
21;  plague  at  36;  American 
consul  at  181 

Allen,  lieut.  killed  211,  345 
Allen,  Mr.  the  philanthropist  342 
Ames,F.  his  dwelling  of  Liber- 
ty! 163 

American  history — various  in- 
teresting items  60,  150;  “A- 
merican,” — a newspaper  at 
New  York  385 

Ancient  vyorld  20 

Appointments  by  the  president 
and  senate  320, 337,  388,  404 
Army  of  the  U.  S — troops  at 
the  Saut  de  St.  Marie  96;  re- 
marks on  the  state  of  98;  es- 
says on  the  establishment  104 
152;  general  views  of  the 
state  of  267 

Atlantic  and  Pacific  49 

Atlas,  American— Carey  & 

Lea’s  33 

Atmosphere— Mr.  Leslie’s  re- 
marks  on  186 

Aurora,  newspaper  81 

B. 

Bailey,  Ann  98 

Balance  of  trade,  essay  on  389; 

see  ^^Exchange** 

Baldwin,  Mr.  received  at  Pitts- 
burg 3 

Baltic,  the  trade  of  98 

Baltimore— cotton  mills,  &c.  in 
the  neighborhood  of  1;  fo- 
reign goods  imported  1;  the 
statue  raised  on  the  monu- 
ment 4,  33,  deaths  in  32;  cases 
of  fever  at  65,  81,  128,  145; 
election  of  mayor  96,  160;  re- 
marks on  the  fever  in  114; 
nest  of  gamblers  disturbed 
160;  German  Society  at  273; 
election  to  congress  288;  mu- 
seum (Peale’s)  321;  inspec- 
tions 384 


Bank  of  U.  S. — general  meet- 
ing  of  the  stockholders  23; 
report  of  the  committee  and 
exposition  of  the  president 
87  to  96;  Mr.  G.  Williams’ 
note  98;  Mr.  Cheves’  state- 
ment 121;  note  on  the  contro- 
versy 147;  Mr.  Williams’  re- 
joinder 153;  resolutions  179; 
proceedings  of  the  delegates 
209;  directors  257,  290;  its 
“equalization  of  exchange” 
290;  money  received  on  de- 
posite  322 

Banks — see  the  several  states; 

general  remarks  on  209 

Bayard,  James  A.  a remarkable 
letter  from  him  161;  Mr.  Har- 
per’s exposition  and  re- 
marks 277 

Beefsteak,  how  to  cook  one!  289 
Birkbeck,  Mr.  his  oration  73 

Births,  extraordinary  97,  144 
Blood,  the  circulation  of  99 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon — anec- 
dotes of  him,  &c.  34,  65,  164 
198;  notice  of  his  death  115; 
treaty  of  Chatillon  115;  of  his 
family  226;  journal  of  Las  Ca- 
sas 230;  his  mother  355;  of 
his  son  242 

Books,  great  prices  paid  for  256 
Boston — deaths  in  32;  city  fi- 
nances 64;  banks  113;  seal  of 
the  city  144;  tumult  at  in  1746 
150;  electioneering  at  183;  ar- 
rivals 322;  ‘Merchant,’  a wri- 
ter in  the  Register  243,  356; 
bills  of  mortality  386 

Botany  Bay,  convicts  at  355 
Bounty,  mutineers  of  the  ship  123 
Braham,  Mr.  the  singer  3 

Brazil — revolutionary  proceed- 
ings 7,  152,  166;  particulars, 
proclamation  of  the  prince. 
See.  70;  manifesto  of  the  same 
124;  deputies  137;  address  of 
the  cortes  of  Portugal  to  the 
people  of  Brazil  142;  the 
cockade  152;  the  regent  to 
be  crowned  166;  the  slave 
trade  184;  trial  by  jury  184; 
American  seamen  released 
304;  see  Portugal, 

Bridge,  a great  one  building  178 

British  q/raj;,y,_AgricuUural  distress,  by 
reason  of  large  crops!  147;  adder  killed  35. 
Bankrupt,  a singular  one  103;  butter,  spe- 
culation in  344;  Byron,  lord,  307,355. 
Calico  printer  132;  Canning,  Mr.  103,  345; 
Catholic  priest  tried  103;  Castlereagh  kills 
himself  57  noticed  68,  82— Byron’s  lines 
onWm307.  Church, the 5, 68,  275:  Clogh- 
er,  the  bishop  ot:  Crim.  con.  5— a book 

of  cases  published  100.  Criminals  35,  183; 
colonial  possessions  63;  canon  law  63; 
Courier,  extract  from  82, 116,  151;  Cale- 
donian canal  273. 

Debt  108  ; debtors  5;  dragoons  in  a church 
68;  dinner,  (ancient)  133:  Drogheda,  the 
marquis  of  82. 

Expenditure  of  government  83,  105;  export 
of  machinery  103. 

Glass  manufactory  6S;  Grain,  the  product 
of  344;  Greeks,  the  cause  of  the  5,  68. 
Herschell,dies  83;  Hertford,  the  marchioness 
of  183;  highland  dress  103;  human  bones 
imported  275;  horse  racing  151;  Hunt, 
Mr.  230. 

Ireland— distresses  of  5,  21,  82,  ii7,  344- 
riots,  &C.  82,  183,  185,  230,  275-‘'cai>t. 


7 'it. 


I Rock,”  103,131— acts  of  violence  117,275 
—conspiracy  to  kill  the  lord  lieutenant 
405. 

.lews  at  London  166. 

Kean,  Mr.  230;  king,  the,  noticed  5,  54,  57 — 
prorogues  parliament  54— visit  to  Scot- 
land 63,71, 103,  117. 

Laws,  various  in  the  colonial  possessions  63 
—oppressive  83.  London,  lord  mayor’s 
feast  at  323— bills  of  mortality  and  chris- 
tenings 405.  Lowe, sir  Hudson,  whipped 
275. 

Marriage  act  164. 

Naval— frigate  Iphigenia  64— the  Luline 
149— return  of  vessels  and  ships  building 
200  squadron  fitting  out  374.  NohlemCTi 
166;  non  residents  21;  Norwich,  in  1561, 
133;  nunnery  183. 

Parliament— pensionary  members  of  54; 
Peel,  sir  Robert  132;  piracy  noticed  5, 
166,184;  population,  comparative  and  in- 
teresting views  of  105— more  females 
than  males  183.  Poor  rates  151;  premier 
peers,  in  opposition  103;  priest,  a rich 
one  183. 

Religious  charities  103;  revenue,  &c.  108, 
291;  representation  136. 

Scott,  sir  Walter  117;  Scotland— visit  of  the 
king  68— statistics  of  346.  Slave  trade  53; 
smuggling  230,  355;  specie  5, 68;  steam 
boats  68;  South  American  states  5;  steam 
travelling  5;  sugar, East  and  West  India  5. 

Teeth,  human,  a great  cargo  of  405;  Thet. 
ford,  the  borough  of  372;  Times,  newspa- 
per 21;  stocks,  pri-  es  of  68, 166;  travelling 
68;  traveller  in  America  163, 177;  tythes, 
just  payment  of  182. 

Wallace,  sir  William,  his  sword  83;  wage* 
of  laborers  and  soldiers  184;  Wellesley, 
William  Pole  Tinley  Long!  68,  82;  West 
Indies,  the  trade  of  28;  wheat,  price  of  83, 
136;  Wilson,  sir  Robert  116;  wives  sold 
183. 

Brooks’‘Gazetteer  354 

Brown,  Dr.  George,  dies  16 

Brown,  major  general  80 

Buenos-Ayres — receipt  of  com- 
mvinications  from  the  United 
States  36;  conspiracy  at  152; 
affairs  quiet  at  356 

Burning  to  death  355 

C. 

Canada — arrivals,  population, 
&c.  7:  of  the  trade  with,  see 
*^congress.’* 

Canals,  a remark  respecting  3; 
the  Delaware  and  Hudson  26; 


account  of  several 

248 

Canova,  some  account 

of  him 

276,  405 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

230 

Capitol  of  the  U.  S.  dimensions 

of 

387 

Carey,  Mr.  his  pamphlet  notic- 

ed 

113 

Carpet,  a superb  one 

150 

Caucus,  remarks  on 

401 

Charleston— servile  conspiracy 

at  9:  deaths  in  32; 

terrible 

storm  at  81;  bands  of  fugitives 

192;  bills  of  mortality 

387 

Chatillon,  the  treaty  of  116,  132 
Chesapeake  frigate,  lost  by  bad 
powder  368 

C//tYi— O’Higgins  re  elected  246 
China — the  army  of  56;  order  of 
the  emperor  166;  dreadful 
shipwreck  184;  canals  248; 
opium  trade  to  249;  factories 
at  Canton  . 323 

Christian  church,  state  of  the  139 
Church,  the  established  275 
Cider,  good  and  bad  * 257 

Cincinnati,  project  to  fit  out 
ships  for.  the  whale  fishery 
at  ^ 404 


Ill 


Clay,  Mr.  at  Cincinnati  48;  nom. 
inatecl  for  president  227,  245; 
his  note  on  the  negotiation  at 
Ghent  244 

Cleopatra’s  barge  ^ 2 

Clergy,  interesting  facts  res- 
pecting  139;  the  “benefit  ot  ” 
212;  rights  of  the  230,  291 
Clogher,  the  bishop  of  66 

Cloth,  rapid  manufacture  of  128 
Coal,  the  Lehigh  192 

Colombia — dinner  to  Mr,  Zea  at 
London  1;  supplies  7;  acknovt- 
ledged  by  the  Dutch  7,  55, 

70;  by  Portugal  70;  acknow- 
ledgment advocated  in  Eng- 
land 56;  events  71,  104,  276, 
406;  proclamation  of  Rolivar 
71;  eulogium  on  liim  115;  Mr. 
Todd  147,  231,  406;  Mr.  Tor- 
res 147;  Laguira  167,  307, 
356;  Morales  167,  231,  259, 
263,  274.  356;  Zea,  -'r.  310; 
naval  affairs  231,  246,  276, 
336,  356,  406;  decrees  of  Mo 
rales  231;  Maracaybo  356 

Colonization  Society  of  Massa 
chusetts  39;  of  the  U.  S.  138 

Combustion,  spontaneous  182,  227 
Commerce,  the  protection  of 

195,  229,  305 

, the  report  on  no- 
ticed 385,  with  France  400 — 
see  congress. 

Congress  of  the  “holy  allies” 
56,67;  reported  proceedings 
82, 100,  231,  310,  342,  344- 
see  *^Holy  Alliance.” 

Congress. 

Accounts  of  the  various  departments  284 — 
on  the  prompt  settlement  of  287,  302,  320; 
advances  239,  413;  ad  valorem  goods  350; 
Alabama  224,  271,  272;  Allen,  W.  H.239, 
288,  313,  334;  amendments  to  the  const i- 
tution  303,  317,  320,  334,  349,  364,  381, 

382,  411;  appropriation  bills  304,  317,  352, 

383,  399',  413,  414;  army,  peace  establish- 
ment 239 — documents  267 — commissariat 
system  255,  288,  318— pay  of  officers  287, 
352,  366.  Appraisers  350;  agents  and  con- 
tractors 413;  Archer,  Mr.  334;  Alexandria. 
Mechanics’  bank  of  382,  399;  armories  271 
367,  397,  403. 

Babbett,  John;  287;  balances  237,  365;  Bal- 
timore, 272,  318;  bai^  of  U.  S.  334;  Bas- 
sett,  Mr.  238;  Bastrop’s  gr^^nt  237;  Beau- 
marchais’ claim  237, 352;  Benton,  Mr.  397; 
Boston  petition  272;  Britisli  provinces, 
trade  with  287,349  416— colonies  318,  381, 
382,  413,  416— ill  respect  to  an  act  of  par- 
liament 413.  Buchanan,  Mr.  383;  Budd, 
Stephen  254;  Burgin,  John  415. 

Calendar,  the  237;  call  of  the  house  399; 
Cambreling,  Mr.  363;  Canada  trade  287, 
349;  Canals— see  Roads,  below.  Captives 
r^eemed  at  Detroit  238, 239;  Caucisi.  En- 
rico, 415;  Carr,  Chas.  414;  chaplains  236; 
clerk  elected  219,  224;  Cocke,  Mr.  241, 
•112;  coins,  the  currency,  &c.  of  318,  335, 
349,  350,  364,367,380,  391,416;  collection 
districts  350;  commerce,  foreign  332,  334; 
commercial  regulations  334;  committees 
224,  236,  237,  256;  Compensation  of  the 
members  224;  compensations  withheld, 
416;  Condict,  Mr.  239,  365;  contingent 
fund  of  congress  24C,  302,  413,  414;  Co- 
lumbia river  240,  255,  272,  319,  350,  351, 
.397,  414— the  district  of  240,  241,  253,  303, 
319,  364.  411,  412.  Cook,  Mr.  319.  367; 
copper  mines,  &c.  382;  cordage,  of  Rus- 
sian hemp  252,286,  301;  courts  of  the  U. 
S.  398;  crimes,  on  the  punishment  of  383; 
Cumberland  road  237,  253,  286,  287,  301, 
303,  304,  336,  399,  400— (cost  of)  403,  413, 
414;  custom  house  offlceis  253,  35i,  414; 
do.  bonds  382. 

Debt  ot  the  U.  S.  336,  .^65 — imprisonment 
for  252,  286,  313,  320,  33J,  332,  364;  Den 


ny,  Mrs.  304;  delinquents,  (so  reported), 
349;  depusites,  transh  rs  of  349;  direct  tax 
and  internal  revenue  350;  disbursement 
of  public  money  238, 253, 255,  351;  divorce 
asked  for  411;  drawbacks  351,  403;  duties, 

I on  the  collection  "Tariff,"  below; 

Dwight,  Mr.  286. 

Erving,  Geo.  W.  253, 255;  evening  sessions 
415,  416;  ex|>enrliture$  299,  400— a resolu- 
tion concerning  certain  of  them  412. 

Florida  302,  366,  411,  413,  416;  Floyd,  Mr. 
is54;  France,  commerce  with  237,  348— 
comention  with  300,  413,  416.  Forrest, 
Joseph  397;  fortifications- general,  239, 
270,  331,  364,  367,  369,  416;  Fuller,  Mr- 
254. 

Gaillard,  Mr.  409;  Gales  h.  Seaton,  the  case 
of  333,  336,352;  report  358;  remarks  382. 
Georgia  255, 30 1,302,  381,414,415;  Gerry 
Elbridge  349,364;  Great  Britain,  conven- 
tion with  334,  350,  399;  Greeks,  the  272, 
286. 

Hayti  271,  288;  Hightower,  Richard  413; 
Hogan,  John  hour  of  meeting  352, 

365;  Howe,  Sapniel  399. 

Indians,  certain  treaties  with,  &c.  272,  288, 
334,  413;  Indian  department  383,  414;  in- 
ternal imptovements— system  of  301,  351 
— revenue  350. 

Johnson,  R,M.  his  remarks  on  irriprisonment 
for  debt  251;  on  the  organization  of  courts 
397;  journal  of  the  revolutionary  congress 
411. 

Kearney,  Lawrence  255 

Lands,  public,  and  land  offices— various  no- 
tices 237,  239,  253,  271,  318,  319,  334,  350, 
364,  383,  400,  412— warrants  for  military 
253,  413,  414— sales  of  lands  351— for  the 
relief  of  purchasers  of  4 16,  Lawrence, Julia 
334,  398,  412;  lead  mines,  &c.  397;  Lewis, 
Edwin  287,  412;  loans  to  banks  and  indi- 
viduals, 349;  Louisiana  272,  320,  334,  350, 
351.  412,  413,  414;  Lowndes,  Mr.  Iiis  de- 
cease noticed,  &c  334;  Lowrie,  Mr-410. 

Mails,  (by  steam  boats),  237;  on  the  trans- 
port of  331;  McKim,  Mr.  304;  mainifac- 
tures — the  digest  of  352,  ?65,  382 — the  com- 
mittee report  364— report  at  length  316— 
notice  of  proceedings  334,  >52,367,382,383 
—virtually  rejected  398,  399— views  and 
statements  363.  IVtnrshals  336;  Maryland 
287,  302,  3si,  352;  measurer,  the  office  of 
414,415;  medals  presented  253,  255;  Mex- 
ican empire  410;  meeting  of  the  second 
session  of  the  I7th  congress,  members  pre- 
sent, &c.  218,  219,  224;  McCormick,  T. 
253,  midshipmen,  the  appointment  of  408; 
Michigan  416;  military  establishuieiu  349, 
350,  367;  militia,  Mr.Cannon’s  resolutions 
239— on  clothing  the  239,  25  5 -arming  of 
272— discipline  304,  318— return  of  411. 
Miller,  John,  255;  ministers  of  the  U.  S, 
at  foreign  places  109;  mint  416. 

Message  of  tbe  president  opening  the  session 
219— clerical  error  noticed  in  241:  docu- 
nveiits  267;  about  (he  copper  mines  236; 
on  piracies  236;  relative  to  certain  Chris- 
tian Indians  236;  public  buildings  237;  on 
naval  affairs  301;  convention  with  Great 
Britain  334;  commerce  with  France  343; 
survey  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
339;  on  the  expedition  against  Porto  Rico 
366;  Indian  titles  to  land  in  Gergia  397; 
concerning  ordnance  397. 

Navigation,  the  act  concerning  253;  navy, 
rules  and  regulations  272— various  inte- 
resting documents  respecting  273, 282,  326 
— fraternal  association  288,  303,304— sur- 
geons and  mates  288,304, 320— the  estab- 
lishir.ent  334— midshipmen  334— Rodgers’ 
marine  rail  way  351,  383,  399— pension 
fund  369,  382. 

Offices,  to  he  established  335;  Ohio,  canal 
253— a road  in  272,304,409, 415:  orclnance 
256,354. 

Payments,  319,  416;  patents  336;  petitions 
303,  334,  351,  365,  .399;  Perry,  Sarah  334, 
413;  pension  list  18,232.352,382,409,411 
— committee  on  238.  Pierce,  Geo.  lieut. 
255,  318;  piracy,  proceedings  concerning 
239,  240,  252, 253,  272„  301,  335,  416;  Piatt, 
Jolui  H.  364,  366;  Plattsburg  volunteers 
238;  Pleasants,  Mr.  252;  Porto  Rico  ex- 
pedition 240,  252,366;  Peoria,  the  village 
of  288,  302,  304;  post  office  department 
303,  416;  Prevost,  Mr.  351;  luiiiters  to 
congress  412,  415;  prize  agents  383,  415; 
public  buildings  290,412,  416. 

Road,  from  Wheeling  to  St.  Louis  253; 
reads  and  canals  255,  271,  272,  286,  283, 
301,319,336,351,409,415;  Rochester,  Mr. 
236;  Rodnev,  Mr.  301,  349;  retrench- 


ment 253,  272;  revenue  298,  403;  rifles 
272;  rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi  336; 
rules  of  congresj  414. 

Repoits—oi'  the  com.  on  roads  and  canals  43 
—annual  of  the  sec.  of  the  treasury  265 — 
documents  297- concerning  the  army  267 
—respecting  the  navy  282— from  iht  eoinn. 
trailer  284.  288— of  the  board  of  engineers 
336r-on  the  naval  peace  establishment 
347— about  Thompson’s  island  348— on  f>- 
reign  coins  379— on  gold  coins  391— sink- 
ing fund  394— custom  house  bonds, 

403— Cumberland  rf>ad  403— armories  403; 
on  the  case  of  D.  D.  Tompkins  406— on 
the  appointment  of  midshipmen  403. 

Salvage  302;  salt  springs,  ?cc.  382,  .397;  ses- 
sion, close  of  the  401;  seamen,  237,  256, 
382;  Sibley,  .Mr.  238;  Sloan,  Mr.  4 12;  Smith 
Mr.  252;  Smith,  Dr.  334;  Steriing,  Mr. 
349;  Shannon,  G''orge  364;  spirits,  domes- 
tic 365;  stamps,  coiieerniiig  415;  sinking 
fund  394;  South  Carolina  364;  Snyder, 
Abraham  366;  Steubenville,  tilt-  bai.k  of 
367;  Stockton,  lieut.  U.  F.  381;  steam 
batteries  414;  Symmes.  John  C 351;  sup- 
pressed papers,  see  Gales  and  Seatou,  ante 
—and  367;  supreme  court  397. 

Tarifl’.of  the  bills  concerning,  <kc.  (see“ma- 
nufaciures’'  above)  and  237,  25  J,  254,  301, 
320,  334,  335,  3 36,  364,  366,  382,  398.399, 
415— bill  at  length  3l6— views  and  state- 
ments 363.  Taylor.  Mr.  of  Va.  30l,  317, 
381;  Taylor,  Mr.  ot  N.  Y.  335,  414;  Ten- 
nessee 416;  Thompson’s  island  254,  256 
271,  335,348,  365;  Tompkins,  D.  D.  304, 
382,398,  399, 409— report  on  his  case  406. 
Transfers  of  appropriations  367;  treasury, 
letter  from  the  secretary  concerning  fo- 
reign commerce  334;  tributes  of  the  re- 
spect of  the  house  334,  336. 

Virginia  350,  382,  383,  400;  Vincennes,  the 
the  bank  of  365,  415;  vice  president  takes 
Ins  seat  218— retires  398. 

Walworth,  -Mr.  3G;  Wheelwright,  John  411; 
Woodson,  Mr.  30i;  Wriglit,  Mr.272. 

Yeas  and  nays  in  the  senate— about  allowing 
a drawback  on  cordage  301— on  the  mili- 
tia claims  of  the  state  of  Georgia  381  — 
about  the  Mechanics’  bank  of  Alexandria 
382— on  the  bill  conceriiing  revolutionary 
pensions  410,  411— about  a bill  praying 
for  a divorce  411. 

Yeas  and  nays  in  the  house  of  1 epresenta- 
lives— concerning  the  naval  fraternal  as- 
sociation 304— on  the  bill  about  making  a 
road  in  Ohio  318— on  a bill  about  roads 
and  canals  319— coiicerning  tbe  occupa- 
tion of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river 
351—  about  a rule  of  the  house  applied  to 
the  tariff  bill  398 — the  Mechanics’  bank  of 
Alexandria  399— on  the  bill  to  repair  the 
Cumberland  road  413— on  the  abolition  of 
the  office  of  measurer  415;  on  extingnish* 
ingetrtain  Indian  titles  in  Georgia  415. 

Connecticut — lieulenanl  gover- 


nor dies  320 

Consanguinitj%  singular  179 

Consuls,  foreign  130 

Contagion— difierence  of  doc- 
tors as  to  a remedy  19 

“Contempt  of  court”  83 

Cornwallis,  mentioned  by  Napo- 
leon 65 

Correspondents,  note  to  337 


Cotton— northern  49,  209,  412; 
in  Alabama  131,  242,  291; 
product  and  consumption  147 
-stock  of  in  England  151; 
price  of  208;  on  the  cultiva- 
tion of  209;  general  remarks 
and  estimates  217;  in  Missou- 
ri 402;  in  Louisiana,  &c.  323 

Counterfeiters, &c.  96,  160;  gang 
of  176;  a great  manufacturer 
288;  nest  broken  up  289 

Crawford,  Mr.  in  Georgia  80 

Crimes  in  England  and  France  98 
C?<5a— the  pirates  of,  see  “7‘'2- 
rales  ” Flunder  when  flava- 
na  was  captured  hy  the  Bri- 
tish 19;  some  disturbances  in 


INDEX. 


276;  supposed  cessiop  to  Eng- 
land 305;  arrivals  at  Havana 
372;  revenue  received  at  388; 
disavovjral  of  any  design  of 
the  British  to  possess  them- 
selves of  the  island  404 

Curracoa — protest  of  the  go- 
vernor against  the  decree  of 
Morales  261 

Customs,  remark  on  the  147; 
bortds,  receipts,  drawbacks  403 
—see  congress- 

Cyprus  trees,  remains  of  321 

D. 

Parby,  Mr.  354 

Deaths  in  the  chief  cities  of  the 
U.  States  32 

Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  26 
Delaware  river,  dispute  about 
oyster  beds  in  212 

Delanvare,  state  of— election  96, 
112;  ‘benefit  of  clergy*  plead 
in  212;  appropriation  for  the 
canal  384;  difference  between 
the  branches  of  the  legisla- 
ture 386 

J)enmark — reported  treaty-with 
England  55;  depreciation  of 
property  in  166 

Detroit,  curious  seizures  at  99; 

health  of  226 

Dickinson  college  274 

Dickson,  Wm.  dies  320 

Dinner  party,  a rare  one  164 

Diplomatic  agents  of  the  U.  S. 

109,225 

Distance— what  is  it?  130 

Dogs,  killed  at  Philadelphia  19; 

road  112 

Dougherty,  Thomas,  dies  16 

Drought,  severe  17,  34,  151 
Du  Pratt,  extract  from  his  work 
on  colonies  169 

Duel,  between  two  black  gen- 
tlemen 208;  the  dropsy  cured 
by  a 226 

Duelling,  remarks  on  113;  ridi- 
culed 179 

Duties  exacted  in  England  226; 
ad  valorem  and  specific,  see 

E. 

Earthquake  at  Aleppo,  &g.  185, 

' 259;  in  Peru  246;  in  Mexicb 
406 

^ast  /nJiVs— females  ra^ed  for 
149;  great  fire  at  Surat  152; 
power  of  the  press.  Jugger- 
naut, Stc.  184;  great  rains  and 
floods  184,  406;  certain  mis- 
sionaries in  184;  volcano  in 
Java,  and  cultivation  of  coffee 
on  the  island  406 

Economy,  national,  excellent 
essay  on  118 

Editorial— of  things,’- 
Greece,  &c.  49;  on  the  state 
of  the  army  98;  on  the  yellow 
fever  114;  on  the  differen- 
ces among  the  officers  of  the 
navy  129,-  on  insolvents  and 
insolvent  laws  129;  on  lon- 
gevity in  England  and  the 
United  Slates  145;  the  mise- 


ry of  plenty  147;  rotation  in 
office  162;  on  ‘infidelity  and 
disloyally’  194;  the  American 
navy,  the  support  given  to  it, 
vote  on  the  tariff  bill,  &c. 
195;  on  Britain  and  Russia, 
and  the  holy  alliance  197;  si- 
necure offices  241;  the  labor 
of  slaves  242;  on  the  affairs 
of  Virginia  258;  protection 
of  commerce  305;  imprison- 
ment for  debt  321;  “rights  of 
then  and  things”  337;  errors 
in  353;  case  of  Gales  & Sea- 
ton 358;  importation  of  wheat 
369;  on  politicians  370;  note 
on  the  ‘N.  York  American*  385 
Education — Mr.Knox’s  plan  53; 
letters  of  Messrs.  Adams,  Jef- 
ferson, Madison,  and  a citi- 
zen  of  Maine  thereon  375; 
common  schools  in  N.  York  402 


Egypt — discoveries  in  3 

Election  of  Jefferson  and  Burr 
in  1801  277 

Elton,  capt.  John  H.  dies  80 

Emigration  96, 305 

Error,  curious  67 

Evans,  Oliver,  mentioned  130 


Exchange  on  England  49,  97; 
essays  on  the  rate  of  185,  243 
274,  289,  293,356,  374,  389 

F. 

Families,  average  humber  of 
persons  in,  2;  a mammoth 
one  179 

Fisheries— J.  Adams*  letters  on 
25;  British  provincial  remarks 
oh  a reported  bull  of  the 
pope  131 

Flax,  another  machine  for  dress- 
ing it,  with  remarks 
Florida — the  oriental,  or  nut 
gall  oak  1;  proceedings  of  the 
legislative  council,  governor’s 
message,  &c.  23;  tribute  to- 
the  memory  of  Dr.  Bronaugh 
112,  135;  the  treaty,  board  of 
claims  178,  193;  on  the  pro- 


posed division  of  226 

Flour,  price  at  Lima  246;  at 
Guayaquil  320 

Floyd,  Mr.  his  letter  about  the 
treaty  of  Ghent  7 

Fontenelle  372 

Foreign  goods,  import  ©f  1 

Fortifications,  expenditures  on 
369;  see  congress. 


France — military  preparations  &c. 
6,  55;  English  theatre  at  Paris  6 
55, 184;  the  secret  police,  &c. 
21;  the  censorship  62,  200;  state 
of  the  country  55,  356;  Moreau 
83;  debates  55,  83, 84;  gen.  Ber- 
ton,  &c.  55;  the  army  55;  schools 
55;  consul  at  Smyrna  56;  naval 
—corvette  La  Tarn  80;  Carbo- 
nari 83;  “old  clothes  shop”  103; 
Hyde  de  Neuville  at  Havre  de 
Grace  83;  sedition  l84;  the  bud- 
get 84;  trade  with  the  U.  Slates 
—royal  ordonnance  102;  popula 
tion  of  Paris,  class  of  persons, 
consumptipn,  etc,  102;  restraint 


of  the  press  103,  166,  200;  con- 
spiracies  spoken  of  137,  276; 
d’Angouleme  184;  free  masons 
184;  Talma  231;  sir  Robert  Wil- 
son, at  Paris  231;  the  funds  275; 
note  said  to  have  been  sent  to 
Spain  344, 388;  prince  of  Conde 
355;  faculty  of  medicine  sup- 
pressed 356;  the  duke  of  Mont- 
morency resigns  374;  relations 
with  Spain  388;  treaty  with  the 
U.  States  392;  commerce  witlj 
the  U.  States  400;  cathedral  at 
Rouen  151. 

Franklin,  a saying  of  193 

“Franklin,”  a writer  in  the  Re- 
gister, his  essay  228 

Fuller,  Mr.  his  letter  22 

Fuller’s-earth,  discovery  of  165 
Fur  trade  53,  164 

G. 

Gaines,  gen.  sword  presented 
to  him  54 

Gas,  extraordinary  combustion 
of  343 

Geese,  extraordinary  112 

Georgetown,  S.  C.  hurricane  at, 
and  Mr.  Mitchell’s  address  137 
Georgia— case  of  the  secretary 
of  state  19,  128;  elections 
176;  finances  256;  governor’s 
message  203;  attempt  to 
change  the  constitution  225; 
penitentiary  256 

German  Society  273 

Germany — generally.  A lord- 
ship  to  be  disposed  of  by  lot- 
tery  103;  prince  Esterhazy 
372;  universities  405;  export 
of  gold  405 

Ghent,  treaty  of:  Mr.  Floyd’s 
1 letter,  with  Mr.  Adams*  re- 
ply 7;  Mr.  Fuller’s  letter  22; 
Mr.  Clay’s  letter  and  Mr. 


Adams’  reply  246 

Glass,  establishment  of  manu- 
factories of  113 

Governors  of  the  states  322 

Gowing,  Mrs.  128 

Grain-growing  states  196 

Granger,  Gideon,  dies  304 

Gray,  David  373 


Greece — see  Turkey.  Remarks 
on  the  case  of 56, 81, 82;  on  the 
cause  of,  from  the  Liverpool 
Mercury,  111;  adherence  to 
their  religious  principles  149; 
British  sympathy  152,  179;  re- 
ports of  their  condition  225; 
the  emancipation  of— meet- 
ing at  Albany  215;  envoys  at 
Verona  310;  supposed  altera- 
tion in  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain  405, 406 

Greene,  gen.  Johnson’s  life  of  178 
Greensburg,  Pa.  extraordinary 
occurrence  at  345 

Gregory,  lieut.  his  letter  re- 
specting the  Panchita  - 116 
Guineas,  improper  use  of  the 
denomination  , 161 

H. 

‘Hamilton’  to  the  editors  of  the 
National  Intelligencer  40 
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Hancock,  John,  anecdote  of  34 
Harper,  Mr.  his  exposition  and 
remarks  on  a letter  of  Mr. 
Bayard  277;  typographical  er- 
ror in  289 

Harrison,  gen.  48 

Hartford,  Con.  cases  of  longevi- 
ty at  145;  convention  noticed 
241 

7/ay»— its  importance.  See.  3;  in 
tended  insurrection,  and  pro- 
clamation of  president  Boyer 
36;  fugitive  slaves  given  up 
36;  Port  au  Prince  burnt  310 
Health— general  notices  of  113, 
129,  145 

Heckewelder,  rev.  John,  dies  384 
Herschell,  sir  William,  dies  83; 

sketch  of  his  character,  &c.  154 
Hog.  a great  one  288 

HoHingshead  and  Scull  241,  273 
Holmes’  Annals,  extracts  from  150 
“Holy  Alliance;”  see  congress. 

sentiment  respecting 
100;  remarks  on  the  conspi- 
racy 100;  abbe  du  Pratt’s  re- 
marts  132;  Britain  and  Rus. 
sia  198;  reports  of  proceed- 
ings 273 

Hornet,  the  U.  S.  ship — see  ‘na- 
val.*  Sickness  of  her  crew  57 
Household  manufactures  144,  181 
Howard,  gen.  John,  jun.  115 
Hull,  capt.  131;  charges  against 
him  177;  opinion  of  the  court 
187;  statement  ofD.  Leman  227 
Human  bones,  used  to  manure 
lands  275 

Humbert,  gen.  dies  416 

Hurricane,  in  New  Jersey  64; 
at  Charleston  81;  in  North  & 
South  Carolina,  details  101, 137 
Hydrophobia,  cure  of  184 

I. 

Illinois — elections  48;  bank  of 
Vincennes  167— see  congress; 
the  governor  of  355 

Immigration  to  the  U.  States  305 
Imports  and  exports,  essays 
. on  185 

Imprisonment  for  debt — colo- 
nel Johnson’s  remarks  on  251; 
in  North  Carolina  309;  essay 
on  * 321 

Indiana — Harmony  2:  election 
48;  law  cases  in  245 

Indians — opinions  on  civiliza- 
tion  20;  take  newspapers  291 
Indigo,  cultivation  of  151 

“Infidelity  and  disloyalty,”  re- 
marks on  194 

Inquisition,  the  Ao/y  183 

Insolvents  and  insolvent  laws  129 
Interest,  rate  of  16,  96,  290 
Interior  communication  96,  213 
7/a^y— storm  at  Venice  35;  state 
of  the  pope  and  his  cardinals 
103;  bull  respecting  the  use 
of  fish  131 

J. 

Jackson,  gen.  reported  to  retire 
from  the  list  of  candidates  for 
the  presidency  149;  not  true 
337;  elected  grand  master  of 


masons  in  Tennessee  176;  en- 
tertained at  Nashville  369 
Jefferson,  Mr.  his  opinion  on 
political  parties  164;  injured 
by  a fall  208;  letter  to  presi- 
dent Adams  247;  on  education 
and  the  supreme  court  376 
Jessup,  gen.  at  Cincinnati  48 
Jews,  remarks  on  those  of  Tur 
key  99;  at  Philadelphia  275; 
see  JMarylandy  ilc. 

Johnson,  col.  R.  M.  honored  148 
Johnson,  the  colonels,  case  of  245 
Johnson’s  life  of  gen.  Greene  178 
Jones,  Dr.  his  address  257,  260 
K. 

representation  in 
congress  16;  the  currency  96, 
148,  209,  234,  337;  diminu- 
tion of  the  medium  163;  go- 
vernor’s message  170;  elec- 
tion  of  a senator  176;  state  of 
the  bank  of  the  commonwealth 
181;  finances  225;  report  on 
the  currency  234;  relations 
with  Virginia  256;  correspon- 
dents 258,  337;  stock  sent  to 
market  259;  fatal  rencontre 
in  320;  burnings  of  paper  mo- 
ney 321,  355,  387;  Transylva- 
nia university  387,  402;  pro- 
gress of  population,  &c.  402 

' L. 

La  Fayette  and  col.  Willet  71; 

and  general  Bloomfield  164 

Labor-saving  machinery,  slave 
labor,  &c.  242 

Land  office,  commissioner  of  48; 

at  Huntsville  149 

Lands,  public  sales  of  148;  ta- 
ble 379— see  congress. 

Law— how  to  defeat  a creditor 
4;  rights  of  nations  on  the 
seas  157 

Law  cases — Forbes  vs.  Coch- 
rane, fugitive  slaves  26;  copy 
right  of  a newspaper  34;  a- 
bout  a vessel  wrecked  on  the 
coast  of  Holland  82,  149;  lia- 
bility of  mail  carriers  100; 
for  a libel  in  the  days  of 
queen  Elizabeth  of  England 
150;  Mariana  Flora  181;  about 
a gratuitous  carriage  of  rno- 
neyl94;  sundry  decisions  245; 
policy  of  insurance.  Wain  vs. 
Thompson  295;  case  of  the 
bank  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Kentucky  371;  bigamy  371 
Lawyers  in  the  U.  States  226 

Lead,  Mississippi  96 

Leib,  Michael,  dies  288 

Leman,  David  227 

“Let  us  alone,”  177,  226 

Letters  to  the  editor  82,  97,  258 
Liberty,  Ames’ residence  of!  163 
Light-heuses,  number,  Sfc.  400 

Lightning,  protection  against  168 
Lithgow,  the  case  of  192 

Lock,  a new  one  291 

Longevity,  cases  of  98, 128, 208, 
226,  354;  aged  persons  in  G. 
Britain,  and  comparative  view 
145,  192;  remarks  • 354 


Long’s  expedition  to  the  Rocky 
mountains  76,  353 

Louisiana — runaway  slaves  96; 
expenses  of  government  144; 
contentions  of  parties  178; 
product  of  cotton,  sugar,  and 
tobacco,  8c  trade  in  323;  plea- 
sant view  of  the  progress  and 
state  of  the  country  368;  con- 
troversy between  the  Ameri- 
can and  French  parties  402; 
elections  416 

Lowndes,  Mr,  131;  resigns  176; 

dies  322 

Lunar  observations  2 

Lying,  reproof  for  100 

Lynxes,  killed  in  France  149 

Lyon,  Matthew,  dies  80;  extracts 
from  a letter  written  by  him  213 
M. 

Macedonian,  frigate,  inquiry  as 
to  the  cause  of  sickness  on 
board  of  205 

Madison,  Mr.  his  letter  on  a pro- 
fessorship of  agriculture  202; 
on  education  376 

Mail — robberies  33,  304 

Marne elections  64,  368;  fi- 

nances 339;  meeting  about 
the  presidency  322;  a citi- 
zen’s letter  on  education  378 

Manning,  lieut.  anecdote  of  213 

Manufactures,  &c.  near  Balti- 
more 1;  “Hamilton”  on  the 
subject  of  40;  at  Waltham  66; 
general  remarks  97,  228,  274, 
306,  3S7;  rapid  work  in  128; 
forgery  of  133,  257;  demand 
for  290;  household  144,  181; 
British  remarks  about  179 

Marble,  fine  quarry  of  192 

Mariana  Flora  181 

Maryland — counterfeiting  in 
the  penitentiary!  16;  elections 
96, 112,  144,  240,  320;  resolu- 
tions about  the  Cumberland 
road  and  internal  improve- 
ments 251;  representation^  &c. 
258,  370;  report  on  religious 
liberty  261,  307;  approving 
the  measures  of  the  general 
government  263;  finances  273; 
relief  of  the  Jews  336,  337; 
claims  for  militia  services  386; 
crop  of  tobacco  388;  vote  to 
allow  two  additional  dele- 
gates to  Baltimore  403;  about 
electing  the  governor  by  the 
people  404 

Massachusetts — progress  of  po- 
pulation 34;  colonization  so- 
ciety 39;  notices  of  events  in 
old  times,  curious,  159;  elec- 
tions 176,  192,  320;  of  the 
clergy  in  288;  proceedings 
about  the  presidency  345;  D. 
Gray,  “the  spy,”  354;  state 
prison  370 

Mathews,  Mr.  307,  404 

McClure,  gen.  his  factory  128 

McHenry,  col.  115 

Meigs,  Josiah,  dies  32 

Mermaid  ! 400 

Methodists— progress  of  21 


VI 
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JWea-ico— imperial  doings  S, 
104,232;  Vera  Cruz  200,  336, 
406;  irrigation  at  Santa  Fe  16; 
silver  mines  of  Valencia  27, 
228;  revolutionary  move- 
ments 37,  86,  104,  118,  137, 
200,  336,  345,406;  royal  pro- 
clamation  127;  republican  do. 
127;  earthquake  406;  general 
Victoria  128;  coinage  133 — ta- 
ble of,  for  many  years,  and 
distribution  155;  memorial  to 
Iturbide  200;  a minister  from 
209;  received  240;  gen.  St. 
Anna  336;  his  letter  to  Itur- 
bide  344;  in  arms  406 

Mice,  destructiveness  of  150 

Michigan — new  counties  laid 
off  96 

Military  academy — regulations 
at  49 

Ministers,  foreign,  of  the  United 
States,  since  1800  109 

Missionaries,  &c.  49,  163 

Mississippi — state,  rate  of  inte- 
rest in  16;  elections  96,  416; 
Huntsville  land  office  149 

Missouri — election  48;  relief 
laws  148;  trade  with  New 
Mexico  177;  cotton  crops  in 

402 

Mitcheirs  group  of  islands  149 

Money,  value  of  96,  133,  192, 

290, 372 

N. 

Nantucket,  enterprize  of  the 
people  of,  &c.  180 

JVap/cs— “legitimate”  doings  at 
185, 200 

National  economy,  essay  on  118; 

feeling,  the  absence  of  161 

JVaiya.'*-power,  essays  on  169, 
195, 229;  ships  on  the  lakes  1; 
in  the  West  Indies  178;  ship 
houses  16;  the  Macedonian 
16,205,305;  Shark  241,  256; 
Hornet  16,  57;  Grampus  32, 
33,401;  Mediterranean  squa- 
dron  49,  163;  Cyane  70,  193, 
209,  307,  416;  Alligator  80, 
211,226,  240,  320;  Peacock 
118,  144,  148;  Porpoise  128; 
Spark  .193,  367,  400,  401; 
John  Adams  288;  fraternal 
association  367;  hospital  fund 
369;  freight  of  specie  305; 
peace  establishment  347;  of- 
ficers 353;  squadron  in  the 
Pacific  197,  246;  number  of 
ships,  &c.  273,  353;  docu- 
ments 282, 326;  courts  martial 
and  of  inquiry  129,  187,  205; 
midshipmen  193,  408;  deaths 
and  resignations  of  officers 
19,  305;  ships  building  128, 
163,  273;  fire  at  navy  yard, 
Brooklyn  16 

Navigation — improvements  in  180 
“Necker,”  a writer  in  the  Re- 
gister 274 

Neighborhood,  real  150 

- ports  opened  to 
S.  American  flags  55;  small 
pox  at  Amsterdam  103;  wreck 


of  the  Lutine  frigate  on  the 
coast  of  149;  reported  dis- 
turbances in  405 

Pfev)  Hampshire — election  96 

New  Hope  bank  404 

JVew  Jersey — elections  112, 160, 
192,  penitentiary  192;  corres- 
pondent 228;  report  respect- 
ing the  “Pea  Patch”  233 

New  Orleans — yellow  fever  at 
145,  192,  208 
New  South  Iceland  180 

New  South  Wales — ine  colony 
at  86 

New  York,  (city) — cases  of  fe- 
ver.  Sec.  in  1,  32,  33,  65,  81; 
deaths  in  32;  state  of  the  city 
131;  duties  paid  at  65;  pack- 
ets to  England  161;  election 
of  sheriff  176;  vessels  in  port 
256;  proposition  to  erect  a 
statue  of  Washington  256; 
population  at  diflerent  peri- 
ods 274;  election  of  mayor 
304;  arrivals  309;  concerning 
a monument  at  the  Walla- 
bout  314;  estate  of  John 
Jones  384;  bills  of  mortality 
386;  criminal  and  humane  in- 
stitutions 386 

JVew  York — (state.)  Saratoga 
Springs  2;  the  Pulteney  es 
tales  16;  gen.VanRensselaer’s 
geological  survey  17;  elec- 
tions 176,  208,  240;  northern 
canal  17;  (the  great  dam)  64, 
113;  remarks  248,  320;  an- 
cient remains  of  aninrals  20; 
Salmon  river  falls  20;  dreadful 
accident  80;  correct  copy  of 
the  constitution  172;  Erie  ca- 
nal 113,  177,  208.  369;  from 
Ontario  to  Champlain,  pro- 
jected 178;  Gennessee  flour 
288;  canal  loan  290;  governor 
Clinton’s  address  to  the  mili 
tia  309;  Rochester  320;  new 
banks  proposed  336;  chancel- 
lor and  judges  named  355; 
newspapers  in  the  state  370; 


common  schools  402 

New  Zealand — of  the  people  of 

86 

“Newburg  letters”  21 

Newspapers,  establishment  of 
in  the  U.  States  112;  taken  by 
Indians  291 

Niagara,  the  battle  of  135 

Norfolk,  fire  at  355 

North  American  Review  178 


Jforth  Carolina — mines  ia  112, 
227;  the  banks  193,309;  elec- 
tions  240,  257;  financial  225; 
various  laws  passed,  public 
spirit  roused,  &c.  309;  act 
abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt  370 

North  West  Coast,  of  the  trade 
to  157 

North  Western  expedition,  Bri- 
tish 63 

O. 

Office,  rotation  in,  &c.  163 

OAto— Painsville  1;  absence  of  ' 


paupers  65;  emigration  US; 
penitentiary  256;  repiescnta- 
tion  in  congre  ss  176;  nm.una- 


tion  of  president  257.  344 
“Old  Times,”  in  the  history  of 
Massachusetts  159 

Opium,  trade  to  China  249 

Osgood,  Dr.  dies  242 

Owls,  an  apologue  about  306 

F. 

Palmyra,  the  brig  33, 64,  99,  116 
Panther,  killed  48 

Paper  carpets  17 

Paraguay — some  account  of 
the  country,  &c.  79 

Paupers  288 

Pea  Patch,  in  the  Delaware  ri- 
ver 233 

Penitentiary  system  32 


Pennsylvania — Mellish’s  map  of 
49;  elections  112,  128;  peni- 
tentiary 144;  execution  of 
Lechler  160;  union  canal  177; 
improvements  on  the  Schuyl- 
kill 183;  dispute  with  I^ew 
Jersey  about  oyster  beds  in 
the  Delaware  212;  finances 
233;  Dickinson  college  274; 
legislative  body  291;  report 
of  the  committee  on  domes- 
tic  manufactures  295;  on 
roads  295;  on  a speech  said  to 
have  been  made  in  ihe  legis- 
lature 305;  travelling  372; 
New  Hope  Delaware  Bridge 
bank  386,  404 

Pensacola,  fever  at  81,99,  122 
Pensions,  on  the  payment  of  226 
Perkins,  Mr.  354 

Persia,  at  war  with  the  Turks  405 
Peru — flag  of  the  new  state  36; 
Lima  150,  232;  San  Martin 
and  Bolivar  232;  La  Serna 
246;  price  of  flour  246;  pro- 
clamation of  San  Martin  310 
Philadelphia— public  edifices  & 
improvements  17;  deaths  in 
32;  election  of  mayor  112; 
buildings  in  1749,  151;  bank 
of  the  northern  liberties  164, 
337;  loan  192;  St.  Mary’s 
church  at  225,  386;  Jewish 
synagogue  at  275;  paupers 
288;  Mr.  Girard  384;  incendi- 
aries at  322;  execution  at  384; 
bills  of  mortality  386 

Philipps,  Mr.  the  singer  2 

Pirates  on  the  southern  coast 
in  1718  66 

Pirates  of  Cuba,  noticed  4,  64, 
81,  118,  130,  148,  164,  225, 
241,  289,  386,  401;  acts  of  69, 
98,  130,  148,  193,  211,  4C1; 
desperate  fight  with  134;  af- 
fair of  lieut.  Allen  and  his 
death  211;  British  exertions 
against  241,  386;  Porter’s  ex- 
pedition— see  “/*or/er.” 
Pitcairn’s  island,  account  of  123 
Pitt,  Wm.  anecdote  of  133 

Pittsburg  ^ 305 

Poison,  apparatus  to’  relieve 
the  stomach  of  * 149 

i Poland:  conjectures  respecting  85 


INDEX. 


vu 


Political  parties — Mr.  JelTer- 
son’s  opijiion  on  164 

Politicians,  portrait  of  370 

Poor,  on  the  support  of  the  65 
Population  and  power,  compa- 
rative views  of  337 

Porter,  com.  225,  257,  289,  320, 
321,  337;  his  squadron  384, 
386;  entertained  at  Norfolk  387 
Porto  Kico  -privateers  4,  104, 
132,  404,  406;  the  John  Adams 
at  132;  the  Cyane  at  70;  the 
expedition  against  118,  148, 

179,  209,  227,  337 
Portugal — population  6^  the 
Heroine  pr.vateer  55;  troops 
for  Brazil  84;  regency  for  Bra- 
zil 103;  address  of  the  cortes 
to  the  people  of  Brazil  142; 
decree  respecting  the  same 
167;  further  proceedings  231; 
king’s  speech  250;  civil  code 
276;  note  from  Mr.  Canning 
345;  citizens  400;  case  of  the 
queen  405 

Potomac — the  projected  canal 
355,  385,  401 
Powder  mills  blown  up  355,  384 
Presidential  election — notices 
of  33,  146, 161,  193,  257, 289, 
369;  remarks  on  134, 146;  let- 
ter of  James  A.  Bayard  and 
remarks  on  161;  letter  to  the 
editor  and  remarks  179;  ano- 
ther letter  on  the  same  sub- 
ject 210;  nominations.  See. 

193,  245,  305,  322,  344 
President  and  ex-presidents,  a 
meeting  of  112,122 

Privateers — see  *^Porto  RicoP 
Privilege  of  ambassadors  212 
Pv7cssia—secret  societies  84; 

prayer  ordered  by  the  king  276 
Punishment,  inequality  of 

241,  273 

Putnam’s  rock  168 

Q. 

Quakers’  address  on  the  slave 
trade  12 

Quarterly  Review  7 

R. 

Race,  the,  at  Washington  177, 193 
Randolph,  Mr.  John  1 

Rattle  Snakes — tamed  28 

Religious  liberty  306 

Revenue  of  the  U.  States  65, 
403;  and  ad  valorem  goods, 
essay  on  314,  and  specific  du- 
ties 323 

Revolutionary  incidents  193,  21.3 
Rhode  /sjnrjrf— elections  48,  368; 
dispute  about  the  tax  on 
banks  148;  Brown  Universi- 
ty 355 

Richmond — ‘Hornet’  oflice  de- 
stroyed at  320 

“Rights  of  men  and  things”  337 
Roads — the  Cumberland  2 — see 
congress;  turnpikes,  cost  and 
product  of  200 

Roanoke  canal  355 

Robbers,  silly  ones  179 

Rocky  Mountains,  maj.  Long’s 
• expedition  to  76,  353 


j Rodgers’  marine  rail- way,  no- 
ticed 353 

[ Roman  catholic  church  in  the 
U.  States,  bishop,  &c.  156 

Rotation  in  oflice,  remarks  on  162 
Russell,  Mr.  J.  96 

Russia — supposed  designs  in 
regard  to  the  Greeks  and 
Turks  6,  56;  state  of  the 
country  22,  68;  statistics  of 
the  empire  36;  institutes  of 
the  law  68;  despotic  ordi- 
nance 85;  minister  arrives  in 
the  U.  States  98;  sentiments 
99;  suppression  of  free  ma- 
sorts’  lodges  104;  decree;  151; 
feeling  about  the  Greeks  and 
Turks  104;  voyage  of  disco- 
very 166;  murder  of  Paul  199; 
state  paper  201;  reported  in- 
surrection 231;  frigate  touch- 
es at  England  231;  levies  of 
troops  310;  mediation  be- 
tween the  U.  States  and  G. 
Britain  313;  protestant  mis- 
sionaries checked  405 

S. 

Sailing  carriages  372 

Salmon  river  falls  20;  salmon 
trout  372 

Salt — fluctuations  of  the  price 
of,  in  the  west  384 

Sardinia — fitting  out  a squad- 
ron 231;  envoys  at  Verona  310 
Schuylkill  river  183 

Seamen,  scarcity  of  402 

Seas,  rights  of  nations  on  the  157 
Segars,  import  and  consump- 
tion of  384 

Senate  of  the  U.  States — see 
congress.  List  of  men.bers. 
Sic.  133 

Shakers,  an  account  of  the,  8ic.  37 
Shaw,  capt.  case  of  129 

Sheep,  for  Ohio  96 

Ship  houses  ’ 16 

Sicaid,  the  abbe,  interesting  no- 
tices of  60 

Silk  goods,  import  of  257 

Sinecure  offices,  remarks  on  241 
Sinking  fund,  report  on  394 
Slave  trade— see Africa**  Ad- 
dress from  the  Quakers  con- 
cerning 12;  debate  in  the  Bri- 
tish parliament  53;  first  car- 
ried on  to  America  60 

Slavery,  general  remarks  on  17, 

81;  the  dread  of  242 

Slaves— estimated  value  of  178; 
transported  to  Brazil  184;  cost 
of  slaves  and  slave-labor 

209, 242 

Snake,  an  extraordinary  one  16; 
in  the  stomach  of  a person 
99;  tamed  28 

Society,  on  the  relationship  of  228 
South  Carolina — servile  conspi- 
racy at  Charleston,  goveri.or 
Bennett’s  letter,  &c.  9,  18, 

64;  dreadful  storm  in  81,  101, 
137;  elections  256,  416;  peti- 
tion of  P.  Harris,  an  Indian 
259;  notice  of  some  of  the 
laws  passed 


<S>nn— population  6;  general  no- 
tices  of  the  state  of  the  king- 
dom, 6,  21,  35,  55,  57,  68,  200, 
245,  246,  276;  Morillo  6,  231; 
events  at  Madrid  6,  35,  55,  84, 
184;  gen.  Roy  55;  gen.  O’Don- 
nell 405;  hostile  appearances 35 
55,  68,  200,  246,  310,  345;  civil 
disturbances  35,  55,  103,  137, 
166,  231,  276,405;  note  address- 
ed to  the  secretary  of  state  35; 
finances  200;  military  prepara- 
tions 84;  duke  del  Infantado  84; 
of  the  king  84,  103,  231,  (his 
speech)  250;  bishops  and  priests 
103,  117,  131,  231,  276,  356; 
gen.  Elio  137,  166;  proclama- 
tion of  priests  131;  Mina  345, 
356;  British  notice  of  the  cortes 
151;  fidelity  of  a peasant  184; 
dreadful  villain  at  Barcelona 
182;  the  holy  inquisition  183;  al- 
liance with  Portugal  231;  case 
of  capt.  Alvey  200,  245;  rela- 
tions with  France  388,  405;  ba- 
ron d’Eroles  405. 

Specie,  drains  of  113,  147;  on 
the  export  of  185,  243 

Specific  duties  323 

Spence, capt.  his  protest  against 
the  decree  of  Morales  263;  at 
Laguira  307 

Spring,  singular  373 

Spy,  the— the  person  of  354,  373 
Squirrels,  numerous  112,  134 

Stages,  public— accidents  in  2 
Steam,  used  to  make  roads  34; 
carriages  130;  the  “walking 
horse”  166;  an  Irishman’s  no- 
tion  of  the  power  of  208; 
steam  brig  “New  York”  16; 
boats,  progress  of  19;  passen- 
gers in  193;  boats  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi 275;  at  Pittsburg  305; 
great  improvement  in'  the 
power  of  354 

Strong,  Miss  II.  her  suflerings  123 
Sugar— notices  of  its  cultivation 
Sic.  4 

Superior,  the  lake,  fishery  on  256 
Supplement  to  the  Register  113 
Supreme  court,  meets,  Sic.  353 
Susquehannah— value  of  pro- 
duce brought  down  the  river 
^ 97;  on  the  improvement  of  192 
commercial  regula- 
tions 35 

STintzerland—ihe  Colombian 
minister’s  application  to  the 
Diet  103 

T. 

“T,”  a writer  on  political  eco-" 
nomy— essays  so  signed  185, 
293,  311,  323,  356,  374,389 
Tanning,  reported  improve- 
ment in  136;  not  true  193 

TarifT— see  congress;  general 
essay  on  the  right  and  neces- 
nity  of  a further  protection 
of  domestic  industry  339; 
comparative  rates  and  state- 
ments 363;  remarks  on  the 
debate  in  congress  369 


viii 
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T«37ieM/?e--pre&entation  of  a 
sword  to  gen.  Gaines  54;  act 
concerning  marriages  66;  no- 
tice of  James  Robinson  193 
Texas — miserable  accounts 
from  80;  wagons  arrive  in 
from  Missouri  177 

Thames,  anniversary  of  the  bat- 
tle of  148 

Theological  seminaries  372 
Tilsit,  the  secret  treaty  of  400 
Titles,  on  the  use  of  355 

Toast,  singular  131 

Tobacco,  great  price  of  147; 
exports  of  199;  export  atN. 
Orleans  323;  cultivation  of 
372;  crop  of  Maryland  388 
Todd,  Charles  S.  147— see  Co- 
lombia 

Tonnage,  remarks  on  229 

Trade — freedom  of,  &c.  274 

Transportation,  the  rate  of  257 
Travelling  in  Pennsylvania  372; 

rapid  387 

Tread  mill,  an  account  of  the  158 
Treasury  department— circular 
about  the  West  India  trade  86 
—see  congress. 

Treaty  of  indemnity  with  Great 
Britain  313;  with  France  392; 
secret,  of  Tilsit  400— see  con- 
gress. 

devastation  of  Scio  6, 

7;  details  of  events  15,  22, 
36,  85,  213, 356;  war  with  the 
Persians  6,  259, 406;  Coloco 
troni  69, 167;  fugitive  Greeks 
7;  foreign  aid  7;  the  plague 
151;  British  and  Austrians  7, 
152, 231;  massacres  56, 213;  re- 
ported rebellions  7,  71,  406; 
fire  ships  405;  addresses  of 
the  provisional  government 
of  Greece  14,  85,  117,  152; 
naval  exploits  22,  36,  56,  57, 
167,  310,  405;  pay  of  the 
Greek  troops  22;  Hydra  136, 


231;  Turkish  assumption  22; 
Turkish  fleet  36;  Candia  36, 

56;  Morea  36,152,  259;  Samos 
231;  British  consul  at  Smyrna 
49;  wires  of  Ali  Pacha  56; 
Ypsilanti  56;  Canaris  405;  A- 
thens  57,  69,  71;  Ivapoli  de 
Romania  57,  68;  battles  on 
the  land  68,  86, 104, 117, 167, 
213,  259,  356,406;  chiefs  of 
the  Greeks  85;  Greeks  at  Mar- 
seilles 85,  213;  the  Jews  85; 
Norman  86;  Ulysses  86;  Jassy 
burnt  86,  104,  166;  ancient 
Turkish  declaration  of  war 
101;  devotion  of  theGreek  wo- 
men 104;  Bozzaris  killed  104; 
Greek  patriarch  dies  104;  Id. 
Strangford  152;  Trippoliza 
166;  case  of  a Russian  ambas- 
sador arriving  in  an  armed 
vessel  212;  desolation  of  Cy. 
prus213;  Corinth  259;  Wech- 
abites  259;  awful  predictions 
259 

Turo,  Abraham,  his  bequests  131 
Tyger,  killed  in  Alabama  112 

Typographical  error  67 

U.  , ' 

Unitarian  churches  342 

V. 

Vermont — elections  64,  160;  the 
college  of  98;  governor’s 
speech  141;  finances  160; 
Middlebury  college  210;  the 
legislative  body  225 

Villain,  extraordinary  182 

Vincennes,  the  bank  of  167 

Virginia — tax  on  hawkers  and 
pedlars  2;  sickness  at  Bland- 
field  114;  agricultural  socie- 
ties—proceedings  203,  257, 
260;  financial  summary  225; 
election  288;  annual  cost  of 
of  the  banks  241;  relations 
with  Kentucky  256, 384;  East 
and  West  341;  editorial  arti- 


cle concerning  the  affairs  of 
258;  Mr.  Baldwin’s  speech 
noticed  341;  grant  to  the  Uni- 
versity 384;  cost  of,  &.C.  387; 
compensation  bill  384 

W. 

“Walking  horse”  the — a steam 
power  166 

Waltham  factory  66 

Washington  city — the  first  bell 
for  public  purposes  112;  great 
race  at  177,  193;  marriage  at 
367;  improvements,  the  capi- 
tol  and  bills  of  mortality  287 

Washington’s  birth  day  401 

Water,  general  supply  of  150 
Water  spouts  on  lake  Erie  16 

Welby,  Mr.  a traveller  177 

West  Indies— British  act  re- 
specting the  trade  of  28;  cir- 
cular from  the  treasury  con- 
cerning the  intercourse  with 
86 — see  congress. 

Western  waters,  navigation  of  212 
Whale  fishery  373;  oil  propos- 
ed to  be  made  of  sturgeons 
384;  ships  to  be  fitted  out  at 
Cincinnati  404 

Wheat,  the  crop  of  16;  import 
of  273, 369 

Willet,  col.  and  gen.  La  Fay- 
ette 71 

Williams,  George  his  statement 

121 

Wilmington,  Del.  cases  of  lon- 
gevity at  145;  counterfeiters 
caught  at  176,  289 

Winthrop’s  Journal,  extracts 


from 

159 

Witchcraft! 

48 

Wolves  killed 

288 

Worcester’s  gazetteer 

210 

Worth— what  it  is 

66 

Wright,  Miss 

7 

Y.  ‘ 


Yellow,  or  malignant  fever,  re- 
marks on  114 
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Baltimore.  The  “Federal  Republican”  says 
there  are  thirteen  cotton-mills  in  our  vicinity,  which 
drive  at  least  32,880  spindles. — Two  woollen  mills 
— one  copper  rolling-  mill,  which  is  the  only  one  ot 
note  in  the  United  States— three  extensive  rolling, 
mills,  which  manufacture  annually,  at  least  1500 
tons  of  iron  into  rods,  hoops,  bolt  and  sheet-iron, 
besides  at  least  SO  of  the  best  and  most  improved 
merchant-mills  within  the  limits  and  environs  of 
the  city,  that  manufacture  about  300,000  barrels  of 
flour  annually. 

New  York.  A few  new  cases  of  fever,  from 
three  to  six,  are  daily  reported  to  the  board  of 
heallh — but  the  disease  does  not  appear  to  be  on 
the  increase.  A great  number  of  temporary  build- 
ings have  been  erected  at  Greenwich  and  in  its 
neighborhood,  and  it  is  supposed  that  more  than 
25,000  persons  have  removed  from  their  usual  places 
of  residence  in  tfie  city. 

1 he  district  thus  abandoned  appears  infested 
with  robbers — and  their  depredations  are  of  an 
alarming  amount.  It  is  proposed  to  have  a day 
watch  as  well  as  a nightly  one;  that  a company  of 
mounted  men  shall  patrol  streets,  and  boats  be 
stationed  in  the  river  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the 
plunderers. 

Foreign  goods.  For  a year  or  two  past,  but  a 
small  quantity  of  European  manufactures  were  re- 
ceived at  Baltimore,  but  no  less  than  four  vessels 
have  already  arrived  with  an  abundance  of  them. 
The  cargo  of  the  Belvidera  is  supposed  to  have 
cost  not  much  less  than  150,000/.  and  the  Franklin 
brought  out  1700  different  packages — the  others 
were  also  well  filled;  so  that  the  assortment  is  said 
tc  be  complete  as  well  as  extensive.  But  we  are 
more  pleased  to  observe  that  the  market  is  am- 
ply stocked  with  domestic  goods,  and  that  the  sales 
of  them  are  continually  increasing. 

Flax,  ^dnoiher  machine  has  been  invented  by 
Samuel  Davidson,  of  Romulus,  N.  Y.  for  dressing 
flax.  Its  whole  cost,  including  the  patent  right,  is 
only  forty  dollars.  It  has  been  tried  by  many  of 
the  most  respectable  farmers.  They  estimate  the 
saving  in  labor  at  three  fourths,  and  the  saving  in 
flax  at  one  fifth,  compared  with  the  common  mode; 
W’hile  it  leaves  the  texture  of  the  thread  unbroken. 
By  the  use  of  this  machine  the  process  of  rotting 
may  be  dispensed  with,  as  it  will  answer  for  dress- 
ing the  flax  either  with  or  without  rotting. 

This  improvement  promises  to  be  extensively 
useful— its  price  is  so  small  that  every  neighbor- 
hood may  easily  have  a machine.  Flax  is  an  article 
of  easy  cultivation  and  great  product,  if  the  pro- 
cess of  rotting  and  usual  way  of  cleaning  it  can  be 
dispensed  with,  and  must  become  an  important  sta- 
ple to  the  people  of  the  interior  for  home  use  and 
transport  to  the  sea-board,  &c.  A pound  of  flax  may 
be  carried  any  given  distance  as  readily  as  a pound 
of  corn,  pork,  &c.  The  cost  of  transportation  will 
be  the  same;  but  the  amount  of  that  cost  as  to  the  re 
lative  value  of  the  article,  will  be  essentially  differ- 
ent. The  seed,  too,  if  crushed  and  made  into  oil, 
will  always  find  a ready  market,  and  better  pay 
‘"barges  for  carriage  than  any  sort  of  m-ovisions 
Tol.  XXMT.- — 1. 


that  our  farmers  can  raise  in  the  interior.  Oil  mills 
may  be  erected  at  a small  expense,  and  would  yield 
large  profits  to  their  owners,  if  the  supply  ot  seed 
was  abundant,  in  any  part  of  our  country  west  of 
the  mountains. 

We  feel  both  publicly  and  personally  interested 
in  the  cultivation  of  flax  and  the  use  of  flaxen  goods 
—publicly,  because  it  will  add  much  to  the  national 
prosperity;  privately,  because  we  cannot  have  good 
paper  w'ithout  flaxen  rags  to  make  it  of, 

Colombia.  There  is  a long  and  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  that  took  place  at  London, 
when  a public  dinner  was  given  to  Mr.  Zea,  the 
Colombian  minister  or  agent.  Several  of  the  gen- 
tlemen present,  members  of  parliament  and  distin- 
guished persons,  delivered  some  very  handsome 
speeches  on  the  occasion,  and  it  might  have  been 
expected  that  Mr.  Randolph,  who  seems  to  have 
suffered  no  opportunity  to  pass  without  displaying 
his  eloquence  among  lords  and  loyalists,  would  have 
attended  to  honor  the  representative  of  the  new 
republic  in  the  south — but  he  was  not  there.  Libe- 
ral minded  Englishmen  will  wonder  at  his  absence; 
but  those  who  best  know  the  excentric  gentleman 
have  no  reason  to  be  surprised  at  any  thing  that  he 
does  or  refrains  from  doing. 

The  Quercus  Cerbis,  or  Oriental  Oak,  is  abun- 
dant in  Florida.  It  is  the  tree  on  which  the  nut- 
galls  are  produced.  These  are  the  work  of  an  in- 
sect, for  the  purpose  of  depositing  its  eggs;  and 
they  are  found  on  the  branches  of  the  tree  so  abun- 
dantly, that  a person  gathered  several  pounds  of 
them  in  a few  moments;  and  it  is  probable  that  they 
will  become  a considerable  article  of  commerce, 
being  in  quality  quite  equal  to  those  imported  from 
the  Levant. 

Painsvtlle,  O.  We  never  before  heard  of  this 
place,  which  is  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  until  we 
received  therefrom  a very  neatly  printed  and  well 
conducted  newspaper,  called  the  “Painsville  Tele- 
graph,” the  first  number  of  which  was  issued  on 
the  16th  ult.  It  contains  a brief  notice  of  the  vil- 
lage, which  has  100  buildings  and  400  inhabitants 
— with  a plenty  of  lawyers  and  stores,  &c.  It  is 
located  30  miles  north  east  of  Cleveland — the  wa- 
ter power  in  its  vicinity,  on  the  Grand  River,  is 
great,  and  many  mills  have  been  already  erected. 
It  appears  to  be  excellently  well  fitted  for  a large 
manufacturing  town — many  of  which  our  friends 
in  the  west  must  establish,  if  they  are  disposed  to 
make  the  most  of  the  advantages  that  they  possess. 

The  ships  on  the  lakes,  especially  those  on  On- 
tario, with  the  exception  of  the  New  Oilcans  and 
Chippewa,  of  106  guns  each,  are  in  a state  of  rapid 
decay,  as  ivas  to  have  been  expected.  Those  named 
were  not  launched,  and,  being  well  covered,  might 
now  soon  be  fitted  for  service.  But,  even  in  the 
event  of  a war  with  Great  Britain,  of  which  there 
is  no  present  prospect,  it  is  doubtful  whether  any 
great  naval  force  will  be  maintained  on  the  lakes. 
The  circumstances  of  the  countries  bordering  on 
them  are  materially  changed— what  was  a wilder- 
ness (on  our  side  of  them),  at  the  beginning  of 
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the  late  war,  now  teems  with  inhabitants,  hourly 
increasing  in  numbers  and.  advancing  in  power; 
abounding  also  in  supplies  of  all  sorts  necessary 
on  an  emergency.  No  one  ever  entertained  the 
idea,  we  should  suppose,  that  the  great  naval  estab- 
lishment on  the  lakes  would  have  been  kept  up— 
the  ships  were  built  for  temporary  purposes,  and  it 
will  be  much  cheaper  to  build  others,  if  they  should 
even  be  wanted,  than  to  keep  in  repair  ships 
built  aa  these  ‘ivere^  during  peace.  Several  of  them, 
we  know,  were,  on  the  lake,  fitted  for  service,  in 
less  than  60  days  after  the  trees  of  which  they  were 
built  were  felled  in  the  forest.  They  were  perisha- 
ble  in  their  nature,  and  have  perished. 

“Illiberal  polict.”  Under  this  head,  a writer 
in  the  Richmond  “Enquirer”  notices  the  passage  of 
a law  by  tiu-  legislature  of  Virginia,  which  taxes 
every  hawker  and  pedlar  who  deals  in  foreign  or 
domestic  manutactures,  (except  the  latter  are  the 
product  of  that  state),  in  the  sum  of  eighty  dollars 
per  annum.  The  writer  justly  doubts  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  the  state  to  pass  such  a law,  and 
thinks  it  offers  a strange  comment  on  the  favorite 
saying  of  “Let  us  alone.’* 

CxjMBEBLAUD  HOAD.  The  banks  of  Maryland,  as 
a condition  for  the  renewal  of  their  charters,  have 
agreed  to  make  a good  road  between  Boonsbo- 
rough  and  Hagerstown,  a distance  often  miles  only; 
and  then  the  great  turnpike  from  Baltimore  to 
■Wheeling  will  be  complete.  The  work  is  to  be 
commenced  immediately. 

Naval  science.  A late  French  writer  observes 

«How  does  it  happen  that  the  commanders  of 

French  vessels,  with  34  schools  of  hydrography  es- 
tablished in  the  kingdom,  either  know  not,  or  do 
not  wish  to  know  how  to  calculate  the  longitude  of 
their  vessels  by  Xunar  distances,  while  even  the 
cooks  and  negroes  of  the  American  vessels  under- 
stand it?” 

This  wholesale  question  appears  to  have  resulted 
from  a circumstance  that  occurred  on  board  Mr. 
Crowninshield’s  famous  little  vessel — Cleopatra* s 
barge^  in  which  he  visited  Europe  and  the  coasts 
of  Asia  and  Africa  on  the  Mediterranean,  as  a plea- 
surable excursion,  some  years  ago.  A conversation 
took  place  at  Genoa,  when  many  foreigners  were 
on  board  the  barge,  about  lunar  observations, 
&c.  The  Americans  made  light  of  a knowledge  of 
them;  the  foreigners  were  surprised,  and  the  black 
Cook,  was  literally  called  from  his  employ  of  cutting 
up  a fowl,  with  his  carving  knife  in  his  hand,  to  an 
8wer  questions  about  them,  all  which  he  did  in  the 
most  satisfactory  manner;  demonstrating  that  he  was 
perfectly  acquainted  with  them,  the  use  of  the  sex 
tant,  &c  to  the  astonishment  of  the  strangers.  But 
it  cannot  be  believed  that  such  acquirements  are 
common  to  persons  of  this  class, 'though  it  does 
sometimes  happen  that  every  one  of  an  American 
crew  is  able  to  navigate  a ship  to  any  part  of  the 
navigable  world. 

Had;!^ony,  Ind.  A correspondent,  who  resides 
at  or  near  this  place,  has  occasionally  informed  us 
of  the  progress  of  this  singular  society,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Rapp,  who  appears  to  possess  ex- 
traordinary'power,  as  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
ruler  of  this  famous  community.  The  letter  now 
before  us  states,  that  for  about  six  years  the  mar- 
ried women  have  not  had  any  children,  and  that 
among  many  handsome  girls  and  fine  young  men, 
an  astonisking  degree  of  obedience  to  [supposed] 


orders  had  been  observed.  This  society  removed 
from  Pennsylvania  a few  years  ago — they  now  have 
a handsome  town  in  Indiana,  adorned  with  a splen- 
did church  having  an  elegant  steeple,  and  other 
public  buildings— though,  generally,  all  are  in  com- 
mon. It  appears  that  they  honored  the  last  anni- 
versary of  American  independence,  and  furnished 
a free  dinner  and  plenty  of  beer  to  all  who  pleased 
to  visit  them,  treating  them  also  to  fine  music  from 
their  band.  The  writer  goes  on  to  state  that,  be- 
sides the  great  quantities  of  grain  and  other  vege- 
tables, beef,  pork,  &c.  that  they  raise,  the  amount 
of  their  manufacturing  industry  may  be  estimated 
as  follows; 

Hatters  and  shoemakers,  value  per  day,  g3# 


Distillers  and  brewers  . . . . 

Spinning  and  carding  ....  15 

Blacksmiths  and  coopers  ...  15 

Various  cloth,  (cotton)  . . . 25 

Ditto  (woolen)  ...  70 

Flannels  and  linsey  . . . > 20 

The  tannery 15 

Wagon  makers  and  turners  . . 12 

Steam  and  other  mills  ...  15 

Saddlers,  &c.  .....  15 
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Priiduct  of  manufactures,  262  dollars  per  day,  with 
a large  value  in  agricultural  products.  We  cannot 
determine  the  correctness  of  this  aggregate,  but, 
from  what  we  do  know  of  the  society it  is  proba- 
bly within  the  daily  earnings  of  this  laoorious  peo- 
ple. We  must  confess,  however,  that,  zealous  to 
see  as  much  as  we  can,  the  power  of  the  republic 
in  population  and  force,  we  cannot  approve  of  a 
neglect  of  the  first  command,  in  a “legitimate” 
way.  

Families.  From  various  statements  that  we  have 
lately  examined,  we  think  it  may  be  accepted  as  a 
statistical  fact,  that  the  families  in  the  United  States 
will  average  between  six  and  seven  persons. 

Stage  accidents.  At  a late  trial  in  England  of 
a suit  brought  against  the  proprietors  of  a stage 
coach,  for  personal  inj'ury  received  from  its  being 
overset,  by  being  imprudently  loaded  and  driven, 
a verdict  of  §9,000  was  given  for  the  plaintift’,  sub- 
ject to  reference. 

The  Saratoga  Springs  are  now  visited  by  a very 
numerous  company  of  the  fashionables  and  wealthy 
of  the  United  States,,  as  well  as  by  many  others, 
for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  their  health  and 
strength.  A letter  published  in  a Boston  paper, 
says  that  Mr.  Phillips,  the  English  singer,  is  there, 
and  adds,  “before  he  entered  the  village,  he  sent  a 
servant  to  ascertain  -what  sort  of  company  v>as  at 
Congress  /fall/  The  report  was  favorable;  but  he 
could  find  no  apartment,  or  any  thing  else,  to  please 
him  after  his  arrival.  He,  however,  condescended 
to  honor  the  establishment  by  stopping.  The  gen- 
tleman who  keeps  it,  on  observing  his  violin,  and 
probably  not  knowing  him,  remarked,  that  “he 
thought  his  accommodations  good  enough  for  a 
fiddler.** 

Though  such  a proceeding  entirely  conforms  to 
the  general  character  of  the  great  men  of  England 
who  have  honored  us  with  their  presence  for  the 
sake  of  our  money,  while  they  feel  it  no  disgrace 
to  exhibit  themselves  to  obtain  it,  differs  in  its 
point  from  what  we  have  heard  mentioned  of  the 
person  named— who  is  said  to  have  carried  himself 
with  the  modesty  that  belongs  to  his  humble  voca- 
tion—that  of  a singer  of  songs,  for  pay. 
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Ganals.  In  a speech  delivered  in  the  French 
chamber  of  deputies  on  the  5th  July,  by  M.  Cha- 
baud  Latour,  on  the  subject  of  improving  and  ex- 
tending the  canal  system  of  France,  is  the  following 
passage:— “The  United  States  of  America,  in  the 
course  of  an  independent  existence  ot  only  forty 
years,  liave  established  more  communications  by 
water  than  old  Europe  in  all  its  states.  The  spirit 
of  association  has  created  numerous  companies,  and 
canals  have  been  made  with  as  much  promptitude 
as  economy,’* 

Mn.  Baldwix,  a representative  in  congress  from 
Pennsylvania,  who  nearly  died  at  "Washington  alter 
the  last  session,  has  since  been  seriously  indispos- 
ed and  travelling  for  the  recovery  of  his  health, 
which  now  is  partially  restored.  On  the  morning 
of  the  16th  ult,  it  was  known  that  he  would  re- 
turn to  his  home,  in  Pittsburg,  that  day — and  the 
people,  by  one  general  and  spontaneous  movement, 
resolved  to  welcome  him  after  his  long  absence 
from  among  them.  A salute  of  13  guns  was  fired, 
the  mayor  and  city  council  were  suddenly  convened, 
and  the  volunteer  companies  ordered  out.  At  about 
two  miles  from  the  city  line,  he  was  met  by  the 
civil  authorities,  the  battalion  of  volunteers,  and  a 
large  concourse  of  the  citizens — when  judge  Walk’ 
er,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  multitude  as- 
sembled, delivered  the  following  short,  but  perti- 
nent address; 

“The  committee  of  arrangement  of  the  tov;n 
councils  and  military,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  and 
volunteers  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  have  requested 
me  to  tender  you  their  hearty  w'elcome  on  your  re- 
turn. You  ask  the  cause  of  this  assemblage  of 
your  fellow-citizens?  They  answer — Their  grati- 
tude  for  your  tried  services  in  the  national  council, 
w hich,  while  they  have  given  you  a distinguished 
place  among  the  American  statesmen,  have  reflect- 
ed their  lustre  on  the  district  and  the  country. — 
Their  regret  that  they  are  about  to  lose  a represen- 
tative who  broke  the  first  ground  in  a system  of 
finance  and  national  policy,  which  will  form  an  era 
in  the  political  history  of  the  republic.  Their  sym- 
pathy for  your  protracted  indisposition,  produced 
hy  their’s  and  their  country’s  cause,  prosecuted 
with  all  the  labor  and  industry  of  counsel,  and  all 
the  zeal  and  eloquence  of  advocacy.  Their  joy  for 
your  restoration  to  health  and  home.” 

To  which  Mr.  Baldwin  replied,  that  he  felt  whol- 
ly unable  to  express  to  his  fellow-citizens  the  feel- 
ings which  this  occasion  had  excited  in  his  mind, 
and  he  should  not  attempt  it;  that  there  was  no  re- 
ward for  one’s  exertions  or  services  so  hig'hly  to 
be  valued,  as  such  an.  expression  of  the  confidence 
and  attachment  of  his  constituents;  he  could  never 
forget  it;  it  could  be  attended  w'ith  but  one  source 
of  regret,  that  he  had  been  able  to  effect  so  little 
for  tho.se  who  had  honored  him  so  mucht 

The  procession  w^as  formed  in  a suitable  order  by 
marshals,  and  moved  through  the  principal  streets 
to  the  residence  of  Mr  Baldwin. 

Atrica.  The  viceroy  or  pacha  of  Egypt,  in  pro- 
secuting his  scheme  of  conquering  of  the  country 
on  the  Upper  Nile,  will  probably  be  the  means  of 
furnishing  the  world  with  much  information  about 
the  interior  of  Africa.  The  army  is  under  the  com- 
mand of  two  of  his  sons,  who  have  several  learned 
Europeans  in  their  train — one  of  them,  Mr.  Zuccoli, 
an  officer  of  engineers,  is  charged  with  the  geo- 
graphical survey  of  the  country,  and  a letter  from 
him  has  lately  been  received  by  his  correspondent 
in  Germany.  He  has  made  a Survey  of  the  Nile 


from  Alexandria  to  Sennar,  in  which  there  are  no 
less  than  180  falls  or  cataracts,  of  greater  or  lesser 
magnitude.  He  thinks  he  has  discovered  the  island 
of  Meroe,  in  the  slip  of  land  between  the  Uender 
and  the  Babb;  where  he  discovered  45  jiyrarnids, 
covered  with  hieroglyphics.  He  met  here  with 
M.  Cailland,  and  his  companion,  who  followed  Is- 
mail Pacha,  one  of  the  sons  of  the  viceroy.  He  wait- 
ed for  the  armed  vessels  to  proceed  as  far  up  tiie 
Nile  riverj  and  see  whether  it  comes,  as  is  sa.d, 
from  the  great  inland  lake,  and  is  connected  wuh 
the  Niger,  or  at  least  in  its  neighborhood. 

Mb.  En.iHAM.  It  is  reported  that  this  str.ge 
songster  is  about  to  honor  its,  by  leaiing  E ig- 
laild  to  sing  for  us  one  year  for  the  moderate  sum 
of  forty  thousand  dollars.  The  editors  of  tne  Na- 
tional  Intelligencer,  noticing  this  matter,  have  ob- 
served, “we  shall  be  glad  to  hear  what  our  friend 
Niles  w ill  say  to  this  folly.”  All  that  it  is  needful  to 
say  is  easily  said — <‘friend  Niles”  pays  nothing  to 
England  for  his  coatSy  and  will  not  pay  any  thing  to 
transient  Englishmen  for  though  pleased  to 

hear  good  music  on  rightful  occasions  and  reasona- 
ble terms.  Yet  the  managers  of  our  theatres  may 
make  money  by  exposing  this  musical  biped  to 
the  public— and  persons  will  spend  10  or  20  dollars 
to  hear  him,  who  have  defrauded  their  honest  cre- 
ditors out  of  scores  of  thousands,  or  .suffer  them- 
selves to  be  dunned  by  those  who  supply  them  with 
milk  for  their  coffee  and  tea.  It  is  even  yet  the 
fashion  rather  to  be  extravagant  than  to  be  honest — 
though  the  state  of  society  is  evidently  improving; 
more  perhaps,  of  necessity  than  from  inclination, 

Mexico.  Iturbide  is  playing  the  emperor  right 
handsomely.  The  establishment  of  his  household 
is  splendid— masters  of  horse,  captains  of  the  guard, 
aids  de  camp,  almoners,  confessors,  chaplains, 
preachers,  tutors,  surveyors  of  the  palace,  masters 
►of  ceremonies,  gentlemen  of  the  bed  chamber, 
gentlemen  ushers,  pages,  &c.  &c.  are  in  abundance; 
the  empress,  also,  has  her  officers,  ladies  of  honor, 
&c.  in  equal  stile,  and  the  pHnee  of  the  empire  has 
his  governor,  tutors,  &c.  i'he  emperor  has  insti- 
tuted an  order  of  knighthood,  which  he  calls  the 
Imperial  order  of  Guadaloupe,  himself  being  the 
grand  master,  and  there  are  crosses  and  grand 
crosses— many  priests  are  in  this  body.  The  empe- 
ror and  empress  were  cro-wned  on  the  21st  July, 
with  great  pomp  and  ceremony.  The  coins  are  to 
bear  his  bust  on  one  side,  on  the  reverse  an  eagle 
crowned,  8tc.  We  cannot  believe  that  these  things 
will  last — the  people  of  Mexico  are  not  prepared 
to  yield  up  their  liberties  so  easily;  and  the  exam- 
ple of  the  United  States  on  one  side,  and  of  Co- 
lombia on  the  other,  we  trust,  will  make  his  impe- 
rial majvsty  feel  a little  uneasy  in  his  seat — the 
throne  of  Montezuma. 

Hatti.  Our  trade  with  this  important  island  is 
increasing — and  after  that  which  we  have  with 
Great  Britain,  France,  Spain  and  their  dependen- 
cies,  it  is,  perhaps,  more  valuable  to  us  than  any 
other — taking  off  a large  amount  of  the  products  of 
oui’  fields  and  forests,  and  latterly  receiving  consi- 
derable quantities  of  our  manufactures.  In  the 
estinnation  of  Edwards,  the  geographer  and  histo- 
rian of  the  West  indies,  the  plains  alone  are  capable 
of  producing  more  sugar  and  other  valuable  commodi. 
ties  than  all  the  British  West  India  islands  put  to- 
gether, The  population  is  rapidly  increasing  and 
knowledge  is  diffusing — and,  if  the  government 
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®ha1l  remain  stable  and  continue  to  be  administered 
as  it  now  is,  a powerful  and  wealthy  nation  will 
spring  up  in  a few  years. 

Tre  pinATES  OF  Cuba,  probably  checked  by  our 
Tigilant  cruisers,  do  not  shew  themselves  so  active 
as  heretofore;  bat  recent  accounts  tell  us  that  they 
Jiave  plundered  two  or  three  vessels.  The  British 
sloop  of  war  Tyne  was  cruising  off  Cape  Antonio, 
to  protect  the  trade. 

T/ie  privateers  of  Porto  Rico  are  capturing  and 
carrying  in  a number  of  vessels,  which  are  con- 
demned by  the  cohrt — and  it  appears  also,  that  the 
privateersmen  have  sometimes  conducted  them- 
selves with  much  cruelty  to  those  who  have  hap- 
pened to  fall  into  their  hands.  The  U.  S.  ship  John 
Adams  proceeds  first  to  Porto  Eico,  where  certain 
explanations  will  be  demanded  of  the  authorities 
of  the  island,  in  respect  to  the  pretended  blockade 
of  the  Colombian  coast. 

SuoAB.  The  Aurora  says,  no  sugar  was  raised 
in  the  East  Indies,  for  exportation,  till  1792,  Since 
then,  the  quantity  has  rapidly  increased,  and  bids 
fair  to  supercede  the  West  India,  as  it  is  produced 
at  much  less  expense.  Vast  quantities  of  sugar  are 
expected  to  be  furnished  by  the  Colombian  repub- 
lic. If  there  should  be  an  excess  of  this  article,  as 
may  be  expected,  attention  should  be  turned  in  a 
greater  degree  to  coffee,  cocoa,  indigo,  &c. 

The  Laws!  A London  paper  of  the  18th  of  June 
contains  the  article  that  follows.  It  developes  a 
system  of  fraud  which,  though  in  some  respects 
peculiar  to  that  of  England,  may  be  also  applied  to 
the  practice  in  the  United  States,  without  the  least 
variation  in  its  principle  or  operation. 

In  the  investigations  that  have  taken  place  before 
a committee  in  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  insolvent  debtors,  Mr.  Thomas  Clark  (at  the 
tipie-  clerk  of  the  court)  stated,  that  in  a debtor’s 
book,  he  found  a paper,  “wherein  it  was  pointed 
out  to  debtors  ho-to  to  harass  creditors^  He  had 
heard,  he  said,  that  it  was  sold  from  one  prisoner 
to  another,  in  a printed  form,  for  six  pence  each. 
That  witness  then  delivered  to  the  committee  a 
book,  from  which  the  following  extract  was  read;  it 
is  extracted  from  the  parliamentary  report; 

**Lav)  proceedings. 

“When  arrested  and  held  to  bail,  and  after  being 
served  with  a declaration,  you  mav  plead  a general 
issue,  which  brings  you  to  Inal  the  sooner  of  any 
plea  that  you  can  put  in;  but  if  you  want  to  vex  your 
plaintiff,  put  in  a special  plea;  and,  if  in  custody, 
get  your  attorney  to  plead  in  your  name,  which 
will  cost  you  1/.  Is.  your  plaintiff  3H.  as  expenses. 
If  you  do  not  mean  to  try  the  cause,  you  have  no 
occasion  to  do  so  until  your  plaintiff  gets  judgment 
against  you;  he  must,  in  the  term  after  you  put  in 
a s];ecia!  plea,  send  what  is  termed  the  paper  book, 
v.’iiich  you  must  return  with  7s.  6d.  otherwise  you 
will  not  put  him  to  half  the  expenses.  When  he 
proceeds,  and  has  received  a final  judgment  against 
you,  get  your  attorney  to  search  the  office  appoint, 
ed  for  that  purpose  in  the  Temple,  and  when  he 
finds  that  juclgrr  ent  is  actually  signed,  he  must  give 
notice  to  the  plaintiff’s  attorney  to  attend  the  mas- 
ter to  tax  his  costs,  at  whicli  time  your  attorney 
must  have  a w'rit  of  error  ready,  and  give  it  to  the 
plaintiff  ’s  attorney  before  the  master,  which  puts 
him  to  a very  great  expense,  as  he  will  have  the 
same  charges  to  go  over  again.  The  writ  of  error 
will  cost  you  4/,  4s.  If  you  want  to  be  furthertrou- 
blesome  to  your  plaintiff,  make  your  writ  of  error 


returnable  in  parliament,  which  costs  you  8/.  8*. 
and  your  plaintiff  100/.  Should  he  have  the  courage, 
to  follow  you  through  all  your  proceedings,  then 
file  a bill  in  the  exchequer,  which  will  cost  about 
5 or  6/.  and  if  he  answers  it,  it  will  cost  him  80/, 
more.  After  this  you  may  file  a bill  in  chancery; 
which  will  cost  about  10/.;  and  if  he  does  not  an- 
swer this  bill,  yon  will  get  an  injunction,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  an  attachment  from  the  court  against 
him,  and  may  take  his  body  for  contempt  of  court  in 
not  answering  your  last  bill.  You  may  file  your  bill 
in  the  court  of  chancery,  instead  of  the  exchequer, 
only  the  latter  costs  you  the  least.  If  you  are  at 
any  time  served  with  a copy-of  a writ,  take  no  fur- 
ther notice  of  it  than  by  keeping  it;  when  you  are 
declared  against  do  not  fail  to  put  in  a special  plea 
immediately,  and  most  likely  you  will  hear  no  more 
of  the  business,  as  your  plaintiff  will  probably  not 
like  to  incur  any  further  expense,  after  having  been 
at  so  much.” 

Defendant's  costs. 

Common  plea  .... 

Special  do.  .... 

Paper  book  .... 

Writ  of  error  .... 

Do.  returnable  in  parliament 
Filing  bill  in  exchequer 
Do.  in  chancery  . . 


Plaintiffs  costs, 
.Answer  to  special  plea  . 
Answer  to  writ  of  error  . 
Answer  to  bill  in  exchequer  . 
Do.  do.  in  chancery 


,£036 
110 
0 7 6 
. 4 4 0 

. 8 8 0 

6 6 0 
. 10  0 0 

cfSO  10  0 

. ^30  0 0 

. 100  0 0 

. 84  0 0 

100  0 C 


^314  0 0 

Thus  a creditor  may  be  put  to  an  expense  of 
three  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds^  by  a debtor,  for 
the  small  cost  of  thirty  pounds  ten  shillings,  and  all 
because  the  law  allowed  him  to  sue  for  his  own;  and 
if  he  and  his  attorney  do  not  keep  a sharp  look  out, 
the  creditor  may  get  committed  for  “contempt  of 
court.” 


baetiwobe  mobumekt. 

On  the  12th  inst.  if  fair— if  not,  on  the  13th,  the 
anniversary  of  the  battle  of  North  Point  or  of  the 
bombardment  of  Fort  McHenry — the  statue  is  to 
be  placed  on  the  top  of  this  beautiful  and  classic 
structure,  in  the  presence  of  the  3rd  and  14th  bri- 
gades, &c.  and  under  discharges  Of  artillery  and  ap- 
propriate music  from  the  united  bands  of  our  vo- 
lunteer  companies.  We  shall  probably  give  a de- 
scription of  the  ceremonies — and  now  present  the 
following  account  of  the  monument  itself. 

Explanation  of  the  Baltimore  Monument^  erected 
by  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  the  memory  of  the 
brave  citizens  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  North  Point, 
and  the  bombardment  of  Fort  McHenry,  in  defend- 
ing the  city,  on  the  12th  and  13th  of  September, 
1814 — from  the  design  of  Mr.  Maximilian.Godefroy. 
The  statue,  the  two  bass-relievos  and  four  griffins, 
executed  in  Baltimore,  by  signor  Antonio  Cappella- 
noy  late  first  statuary  and  sculptor  of  the  court  of 
Sp^h. ' 

1st,  The  principal  part  of  this  monument  pre- 
sents a Fasces,  symbolical  of  the  union,  the  rods  of 
which  are  bound  by  a fillet,  on  which  ar§  inscribed, 
in  letters  of  br^ss,  the  names  of  the  brave  killed  in 
defence  of  the  city;  because,  by  their  glorious 
death,  they  strengthened  the  bands  of  the  union. 

2d.  The  Fasces  is  ornamented  with, two  bass-re- 
lievos, the  one  on  the  south  front  representing  the 
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battle  of  Nor.h  Point  and  the  death  of  the  British 
general  Ross,  and  the  other  on  the  north  front,  a 
battery  of  Fort  McHenry,  at  the  moment  of  the 
bombardment.  On  the  two  other  fronts,  east  and 
west,  are  Lacryvial  Unis,  emblems  of  regret  and 
tears.  On  the  top  are  bound  two  wreaths,  one  of 
laurel,  and  one  of  cypress;  the  first  expressive  of 
glory,  the  second,  sepulchral  and  mourning.  On  tlie 
square  base,  are  the  inscriptions  in  letters  of  brass. 
This  part  is  supported  by  a square  Egyptian  base- 
ment,- this  style  being  especially  consecrated  to 
tombs.  F.ach  of  the  four  angles  of  the  cornice  is 
decorated  with  a Griffin  with  an  eagle’s  head,  (as 
an  emblem  ofthe  United  States),  because  this  hiero- 
glyphic having  been  dedicated  to  the  sun,  and  often 
employed  by  the  ancients  m the  front  of  their  tem- 
pies,  has  become  the  emblem  oi glory  and  veneration. 
Each  centre  of  the  Egyptian  cornice  is  adorned 
with  a v/inged  globe.  The  globe  represents  efernify, 
and  the  wings  time,  which  flies.  On  each  of  the 
four  fronts  of  the  basement  is  a false  door,  in  the  an- 
tique style,  closed  with  a single  tablet  of  black  mar- 
fale,  to  give  the  idea  of  the  remains  of  the  brave  be- 
ing deposited  in  the  edifice,  and  is  what  is  called  a 
aenotaph.  There  are  steps  to  ascend  these  doors 
in  the  socle,  which  forms  the  base  atound  the  whole. 

3d.  The  Egyptian  basement,  above  mentioned,  is 
entirely  rusticated,  as  this  style  announces  strength; 
and  the  layers  of  stone  which  compose  it  are  eigh- 
teen in  number,  in  memorial  of  the  eighteen  states 
which  formed  the  union  at  the  period  of  the  event 
which  this  monument  commemorates.  The  prin- 
cipal parts  form  also  altogether  thirty-nine  feet,  to 
shew  that  it  was  founded  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

Lastly— The  edifice,  which  is  entirely  of  marble, 
on  the  above  mentioned  anniversary,  will  be  sur- 
mounted by  the  colossal  statue,  representing  the  city 
of  Baltimore;  the  head  of  the  figure  bearing  a 
croum,  emblematic  of  cities.-  in  one  hand  she  holds 
an  antique  rudder,  the  emblem  of  navigation,  and  in 
the  other  she  raises  a crown  of  laurel,  as  she  looks 
towards  the  fort  and  field  of  battle.  At  her  feet 
are,  on  one  side,  the  eagle  of  the  United  States,  and 
a bomb,  in  memory  of  the  bombardment. 

The  only  thing  yet  to  be  done  to  complete  that 
beautiful  monument,  is  the  marble  platform  or  ba- 
sis, which  is  to  be  inclosed  with  an  iron  railing,  or- 
namented at  each  corner  with  half  cannons  of 
bronze.  It  is  to  be  sixteen  feet  three  inches  wide 
at  the  base  of  each  front.  The  height  of  the  mo- 
nument, without  the  statue,  is  forty-two  feet  eight 
inches;  and  the  statue  being,  with  its  dependen- 
cies, nine  feet  six  inches,  makes  the  monument  fifty 
two  feet  two  inches  above  the  platform, 

FOHEIGH  HEWS. 

From  London  papers  of  the  24//*  July, 

Great  Bntain.  There  is  some  one  hardy  enough 
to  speak  of  an  appropriation  of  the  revenues  of 
the  church  to  a payment  of  the  national  debt! — 
How  monstrous,  that  so  many  thousand  fat  parsons 
aliould  be  compelled  to  make  an  honest  living! 

From  returns  to  parliament,  it  appears  that  the 
debts  of  six  thousand  and  ninety  petitioning  and  dis- 
charged debtors  amounted  to  upwards  of  five  mil- 
lions and  a half,  while  the  amount  of  the  property 
received  by  the  assignees  was  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  mnety-nine  pounds!!!  This  was  some- 
what  more  than  four  shillings  from  each  debtor’s 
estate  to  clear  upwards  of  five  millions  and  a half 
of  debts. 

The  king  is  to  visit  Scotland,  and  there  intends 
to  appear  in  the  Highland  dress. 


The  distresses  in  Ireland  increase.  So  great  is 
the  want  of  food,  that  a bullock,  which  died  of  a 
mortification,  and  the  flesh  of  which  had  become 
putrid,  was  actually  dug  up  and  devoured  on  the 
fourth  day  after  it  was  buried  in  the  ground  several 
feet  deep  to  prevent  infection!  Nothing  can  be 
conceived  more  horrible  than  this.  Hundreds  die 
daily — the  hospitals  are  filled  with  the  sick;  but 
the  prospect  of  the  harvest  is  favorable,  and  sub- 
scriptions in  England  for  the  relief  of  the  people, 
amount  to  nearly  200,000/. 

In  the  British  house  of  commons,  a motion  was 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Leonard,  having  in  view 
the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  South 
American  states.  Lord  Londonderry  said,  that  out 
of  respect  to  Spain,  he  would  not  side  with  the 
South  Americans  at  present,  fui’ther  than  by  culti- 
vating a friendly  intercourse  with  the  southern 
states,  while  they  remained,  de  facto,  a government; 
he  should,  therefore,  oppose  the  motion.  It  was 
lost  by  a majority  of  35. 

On  the  2Sd  July,  Mr.  Canning  presented  a peti- 
tion to  parliament,  from  certain  merchants,  who  had 
suffered  losses  by  piracy,  and  praying  assistance  to 
obtain  redress.  The  ministers  stated,  they  expe- 
rienced a difficulty,  because  the  depredators  had 
commissions  of  some  kind  or  other,  [this  is  a mis- 
take as  to  the  Antonio  pirates],  but  that  they  had 
applied  to  the  Spanish  government,  who  had  pro- 
mised  to  give  strict  orders  on  the  subject.  Mr. 
Canning  said  the  question  was  how  long  vve  should 
wait  for  redress  and  security.  He  did  not  think 
the  time  for  action  had  arrived,  but  he  thought  it 
not  far  distant. 

On  the  16th  of  July,  a petition  was  presented  to 
the  British  parliament,  from  certain  persons  of 
Leeds,  stating  that  they  viewed  with  horror  and 
detestation  the  murder  of  their  Christian  brethren, 
the  Greeks,  by  those  inhuman  and  blood  thirsty 
barbarians  the  Turks,  and  praying  for  the  inter- 
ference ofthe  house.  The  petition  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  society  of  Friends  in  England  have  proposed 
to  take  the  lead  in  obtaining  a subscription  for  the 
relief  of  the  suffering  Greeks. 

To  the  credit  of  the  underwriters  at  Lloyd’s,  it 
is  said  that  they  utterly  refused  to  insure  a certain 
vessel  lying  in  the  Thames,  loaded  with  arms  and 
munitions  of  war  for  the  use  of  the  Turks. 

1,100,000  ounces  of  silver  have  been  lately  ship- 
ped to  Russia  by  one  house  in  London. 

The  contest  as  to  West  and  East  India  sugar  con- 
tinues in  England.  It  is  stated  that  the  latter  could 
be  sold  for  from  2d,  to  3d.  per  lb.  The  West  India 
is  at  6d. 

It  appears  by  the  following  article  that  the  com- 
munication is  now  direct  from  London  to  Calais — 
The  steam  yacht  Lord  Melville,  left  her  moorings 
at  the  Tower,  at  7 o’clock  on  the  morning  of  July 
17,  with  120  passengers  and  six  carriages,  for  Calais 
— reached  that  port  at  7 in  the  afternoon— disem- 
barked her  passengers,  and  took  on  board  40  or  50 
others  for  London,  and  arrived  again  at  the  'Fewer 
on  the  following  morning. 

A case  ’of  crim,  con.  was  lately  tried  in  Dublin, 
wherein  Mr.  Owen  Georghagan  Nolan  was  plaintiff, 
rmd  lord  Glentworth  defendant.  In  the  course  of 
the  examination,  letters  from  the  husband  w’ere 
read  in  defence,  congratulating  his  wife  upon  the 
birth  of  a child,  not  his  own,  anticipating  another; 
and  expressing  the  utmost  anxiety  to  behold  the 
fruits  of  her  guilt!  The  damages  were  laid  at 
10,000/.  in  lieu  of  which  t!ie  jury  gave  a verdict  of 
i 40»,  and  fid.  cost. 
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France  evidently  appears  to  be  preparing  to  act 
agaij»st  Spain.  A late  letter  from  Paris  says--‘‘Go- 
vermnent  has  concluded  a contract  for  10,000  horses 
for  the  artillery,  &c.  All  the  different  officers  have 
been  ordered  to  their  posts,  and  the  conscripts  of 
1S21  are  ordered  to  join  the  army.” 

So  great  is  the  number  of  English  residents  in 
Pans,  that  an  English  theatre  is  to  be  opened  in  that 
city.  Economy,  or  rather-  stile  at  a moderate  ex- 
pense, drains  England  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
annually. 

Spain,  The  population  of  the  fifty-one  provinces 
of  Spain,  as  ascertained  by  a census  taken  in  the 
last  year,  amounts  to  11,248,026  souls. 

We  have  a great  deal  of  matter  in  relation  to 
the  state  of  this  kingdom.  A body  of  the  king’s 
^uard,  to  the  amount  of  1500  men,  revolted  at  Ma- 
drid on  the  30th  of  June,  and  with  arms  in  their 
hands  marched  to  the  Prado--Here  they  were  ex- 
horted by  iMorillo  to  return  to  their  duly,  but  they 
asked  him  to  place  himself  at  their  head;  on  which 
he  indignantly  left  them.  They  remained  toge- 
ther until  the  6th  of  July,  when,  persuasion  having 
failed,  force  was  resorted  to,  and  some  fighting 
took  place-- after  which  they  capitulated,  but  still 
a party  attempted  to  escape;  these  were  pursued 
and  many  of  them  killed.  A great  part  of  this 
bhdy  appears  to  have  suffered  death,  and  the  sur- 
vivors were  chiefly  in  close  confinement.  Morillo, 
Kiego,  Ballasteros  and  others  high  in  authority,  be- 
haved exceedingly  well  on  this  trying  occasion.  Tt 
is  said  that  Morillo  was  offered millions  of  dol- 
lars,' if  he  would  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
guards;  but  he  said  that  the  oath  of  a Spaniard  was 
better  than  that  sum. 

The  factious  were  in  great  force  in  Catalonia — it 
is  said  1000  of  them  were  killed  in  one  battle.  The 
country  at  large,  is  no  doubt  much  disturbed;  but 
it  is  difticult  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  disaffection. 
The  last  accounts  from  Madrid  represent  the  capi- 
tal as  being  tranquil,  and  say  also  that  the  insurgents 
in  the  provinces  were  declining  in  force.  Some  ap- 
pear to  suspect  that  the  king  secretly  countenances 
these  revolutionary  movements,  and  that  it  is  the 
object  of  the  factious  to  get  possession  of  his  per- 
son— so  he  may  be  considered  as  a sort  of  pri- 
soner at  Madrid,  not  actually  restrained  as  yet,  but 
closely  watched  by  the  Constitutionalists. 

The  public  indignation  is  strongly  excited  against 
France,  who  is  strengthening  her  armies  on  the 
Spanish  frontier,  and  seemingly  prepared  for  in- 
stant hostilities;  and  it  is  thought  that  the  factious 
are  encouraged  by  the  French.  Why  France  should 
quarrel  with  Spain,  we  cannot  imagine,  unless  in 
enmity  to  her  constitutional  government. 

in  alluding  to  the  events  at  Madrid,  the  Paris 
Constitutionel  says— “A  meeting  was  held  by  the 
Foreign  Ministers  at  that  place,  to  sign  a declara- 
tion for  the  information  of  their  governments.  The 
Austrian  and  another  minister  were  for  ascribing 
the  blame  of  what  had  happened  to  the  revolution- 
ists, but  Mr.  Forsyth,  the  American  minister,  would 
agree  to  no  such  statement  ” 

Madrid,  July  8. — The  following  proclamation  by 
the  constitutional  Junta  of  Madrid  was  issued  last 
evening. 

People  of  Madrid — Spanish  blood  has  flowed  in 
the  streets  of  this  city,  shed  in  consequence  of  the 
conduct  of  traitors  to  their  country— perjured  men, 
who  have  violated  the  sacred  oaths  by  which  they 
swore  a defend  liberty.  The  rebel  battalions  of 
the  royal  guards,  which  had  taken  a position  in  the 
Prado  during  the  night,  secretly  entered  the  capita! 
and  attacked  the  defenceless  population,  the  gal- 


lant national  militia,  and  the  no  less  gallant  troops 
of  the  garrison.  But  the  perjured  rebels  paid  dear 
for  their  temerity.  Overthrown  in  every  direction, 
dispersed  and  straggling,  those  who  have  saved 
their  lives  endeavour  to  repair  to  the  palace  of  the 
monarch.  Many  are  concealed  in  houses.  I’hose 
wretched  men  obtain,  perhaps,  a merciful  asylum 
from  the  generosity  of  the  persons  they  intended 
to  assassinate.  Public  tranquility  and  public  safe- 
ty, however,  require  that  all  these  measures,  which 
the  existing  circumstances  call  for,  should  be 
promptly  adopted.  Your  constitutional  Ayunta- 
miento,  therefore,  orders  every  citizen  to  deliver 
up,  without  delay,  any  guardman  whom  he  may 
have  received  or  concealed  in  his  house,  under  the 
penalty  which  the  laws  ipflict  on  criminals  guilty  of 
high  treason.  Citizens,  the  unfortunate  wounded,  as 
well  as  all  the  other  prisoners  who  have  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  brave  defenders  of  our  liberties, 
have  been  treated  with  that  compassion  and  ge- 
nerosity which  the  contemplation  of  unhappy  men, 
misled  by  black  intrigue  and  vile  seduction,  dic- 
tates to  truly  liberal  minds.  In  fine,  though  factious, 
they  are  Spaniards;  they  are  our  brethren,  and  the 
conquerors  are  Liberales.  The  cause  of  the  country 
has  triumphed — the  nation,  the  constitution,  and 
liberty  for  ever.  By  order  of  the  Ayuntamiento. 

Francisco  Fernandez,  Secretary. 

Portugal.  By  the  plan  suggested  for  the  election 
of  the  cortes,  it  appears  that  the  population  of  this 
kingdom  amounts  to  3,016,300  souls.  The  amount 
is  supposed  to  be  decreasing. 

Russia.  Though  nothing  of  a decisive  character 
is  yet  known,  it  appears  highly  probable  that  Alex- 
ander has  lowered  the  Greek  cross  to  the  Turkish 
crescent,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  holy 
alliance. 

It  is  stated  from  St.  Petersburgh  that  the  imperial 
guards  had  returned  to  that  city.  In  addition  to  the 
other  proofs  that  no  war  is  to  take  place  with  Tur- 
key, a sort  of  manifesto,  considered  as  official,  from 
St.  Petersburgh,  is  published  in  the  Frankfort 
journals.  We  extract  from  it  the  following  passage: 

“The  state  of  the  case  is  simply  this: — 

1.  Russia  is  in  a state  of  difference  with  Turkey, 
but  which  has  arisen  from  the  breach  of  treaties 
and  the  law  of  nations  on  the  part  of  the  Turks, 
and  in  which  the  Greek  insurrection  has  no  direct 
share. 

2.  Russia  has  not  by  any  means  shewn  a tenden- 
cy to  offensive  war,  but  it  is  able  to  repel  every  at- 
tack. 

3.  Russia  has  signified  to  the  Turkish  govern- 
ment, by  the  intervention  of  England  and  Austria, 
in  what  manner  the  ancient  relations  may  be  re-  • 
established.” 

Turkey.  The  details  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
barbarians  at  Scio,  seem  to  be  more  and  more  horrid, 
if  possible.  It  is  stated  that  upwards  of  5000  chil- 
dren have  been  hung,  drowned  or  otherwise  de- 
stroyed by  the  Turks,  putting  to  death  50  or  60  of 
them  at  a time,  by  various  means,  as  if  it  were  for 
amusement! — But  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
Greeks  have  become  dispirited,  and,  though  aban- 
doned by  the  “magnanimous  Alexander,”  it  is  pro- 
bable that  they  will  maintain  their  ground  for  a con- 
siderable time — but  we  are  now  hopeless  of  their 
success,  unless  Ihe  infernal  alliance  of  kings  against 
men  is  shaken  to  pieces.  It  is  officially  stated  that 
30,000  women  and  children  have  been  exported 
from  Scio  as  slaves! 

Many  troops  are  arriving  at  Smyrna  from  the  in- 
terior of  the  Asiatic  provinces,  and  a body  of  4000 
Egyptians  are  said,  to  have  reached  Stancho.  It 
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seems  tnat  the  Persians  are  still  war  witii  the 
Turks,  and  it  is  reported  that  they  have  lately  gain- 
ed a battle  near  Erzerum.  The  island  of  Scio,  was 
the  dower  of  a sister  of  the  sultan,  and  she  has  taken 
up  the  butchery  of  the  people  so  warmly,  that  it  is 
thought  the  captain  pacha  will  lose  his  life  for  his 
inhuman  conduct,  though  her  brother  appears  will- 
ing to  excuse  it. 

A great  number  of  Greek  families  have  taken  re- 
fuge in  Marseilles. 

A Turkish  frigate  was,  in  July,  fitting  at  Deptford, 
Ei'g.  with  arms,  &c.  which  it  was  reported  was  to 
be  manned  with  English  officers  and  sailors! 

Reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  British  in  sup 
port  of  the  Turks  are  reiterated.  The  Greeks  had 
released  several  Austrian  ships  having  supplies  for 
the  barbarians,  on  the  condition  that  the  cargoes 
should  be  landed  in  some  Christian  country 

Three  Turkish  vessels  and  a corvette  laden  with 
spoils  and  captives  from  Scio,  had  beenjtaken  by  a 
Greek  squadron  ai.d  carried  into  j.  or' 

There  is  a report  that  the  Asiatic  troops  in  Mol- 
davia were  in  a state  of  rebellion,  and  had  taken  post 
on  both  banks  of  the  Danube. 

Brazil.  Captain  Davis,  arrived  at  New  York,  in- 
forms that  about  the  first  of  June,  a rencontre  took 
place  at  St.  Salvador  between  tne  inhabitants  and 
European  troops;  the  Brazilians  insisting  on  a go- 
vernment of  their  own  choice.  In  the  contest,  300 
of  the  latter  were  killed,  principally  citizens.— 
Prince  Don  Pedro  had  sent  10,i>0U  stand  of  arms, 
100  officers,  3,000  men,  a frigate  and  three  cor- 
vettes, from  Rio,  which  force  sailed  on  the  I3th  of 
July. 

Colombia.  A vessel  containing  British  manufac- 
tured goods,  valued  at  25,000/.  sterling,  had  sailed 
from  London,  for  the  republic  of  Colombia. 

The  Dutch  government  is  stated  to  have  intimat 
ed  to  the  Colombian  republic,  that  the  moment  any 
European  power  acknowledges  them,  they  will  be 
the  first  to  follow  the  example. 

Canada.  A Quebec  paper  says — The  arrivals 
this  season  were  391 — settlers  8,987.  [Of  whom 
at  least  one  half  have  passed  into  the  United  States  ] 

The  same  paper  observes — The  Catholic  popu 
lation  of  Lower  Canada  in  1820,  was  333,000,  that 
of  the  city  of  Quebec  4,000,  and  that  of  Montreal 
12,000;  as  the  ratio  of  increase  for  several  years 
past  has  been  found  to  be  one  twentieth  per  annum, 
it  may,  therefore,  at  present  be  considered  as 
amounting  to  near  360,000.  The  Protestant  popu- 
lation Will  not  exceed  40,000;  so  thatrthe  whole 
population  of  Lower  Canada  may  be  fairly  stated 
at  400,000  souls. 


British  Q^uarterly  Review. 

The  fifty  third  number  of  this  abusive  work  haa 
been  received,  and  contains  a review  of  Miss  Wright’s 
travels  m this  couniry.  The  rage,  mortification, 
jealousy,  malignity,  and  insolence  of  those  pen- 
stoned  reviewers,  may  be  gathered  from  the  follow- 
ing remarks.  They  now  have  the  ‘chalice  return- 
ed to  their  own  lips;’  they  now  have  a taste  of  that 
retort  which  has  long  been  their  due;  and  they  have 
to  encounter  the  additional  mortification  of  learning 
that  Miss  Wright  is  an  Englishwoman.  These  re- 
viewers will  have  a second  dose  to  swallow  when 
they  receive  ‘Sketches  of  Old  England,  by  a New 
England-man.’ — [JVaf.  Advocate. 

“The  fourth  and  last  article  is  an  impudent  at- 
tempt,  vve  conceive,  to  foist  into  public  notice, 
under  a spurious  title,  namely,  that  of  an  Eng- 
^cfncomarif  a most  ridiculous  and  extravagant  pa- 


iu;;yric  on  the  government  and  people  of  the  U- 
States;  accompanied  by  the  grossest  and  moat 
detestable  calumnies  against  this  country  that  fol- 
ly and  malignity  ever  invented.  An  Englishwo- 
man, with  the  proper  spirit  and  feeling  attached 
to  that  proud  title,  would  blush  to  be  thought  the 
author  of  such  a work.  We  will  not,  we  cannot, 
possibly,  believe  that  one  so  lost  to  shame  exists 
among  us;  and  are  rather  disposed,  therefore,  to 
attribute  it  to  one  of  those  wretched  hirelings, 
who,  under  the  assumed  names  of  ‘travellers,’ 
‘residents  in  France,  Italy,’  See.  supply  the  radi- 
cal press  with  the  means  of  mischief.  Our  first 
conjecture,  indeed,  on  opening  the  correspon- 
dence,  was,  tliat  we  were  indebted  for  it  to  the  con- 
sistent Mr.  Walsh,  who,  finding  lliat  his  former 
work  had  made  no  coinerts  on  this  side  the  At- 
lantic, (with  the  excejition  of  our  northern  bre- 
thren, to  whom  the  subject  endeared  it),  had  at- 
tempted to  revive  it  under  a more  taking  title.— 
A regard  to  justice,  however,  compels  us  to  add, 
that  the  perusal  of  a very  few  pages  convinced  us 
that  the  calumnies  are  too  stupidly  outrageous  to 
come  from  him;  and,  to  say  a bold  word,  we  know 
of  no  other  American  that  could  justify  even  a 
guess.  Such,  however,  as  the  correspondence  is, 
we  must  proceed  with  it.  We  can  smile  at  the 
bloated  vanity  which  proclaims  a Solon  and  Ly- 
curgus  to  be  mere  simpletons  in  legislation  com- 
pared with  a Jefferson;  and  Hannibal  a bungler  by 
the  side  of  a general  Jackson,  whose  most  glorious 
achievement,  we  believe,  (before  his  unparalleled 
campaign  in  the  Floridas),  was  that  of  the  murder 
of  two  unarmed  Englishmen.  Nay,  we  can  hear, 
without  much  impatience,  that  the  American  go- 
vernment is  the  perfection  of  all  human  institu- 
tions; that  justice  is  cheaply  dealt  out,  with  such 
an  even  hand,  to  high  and  low,  that  slavery  even 
ceases  to  be  a curse;  that  a spirit  of  universal  bene- 
volence pervades  all  classes  of  soriety;  that  poverty 
is  unknown,  oppression  unfelt,  and  dishoi>csty  un- 
practised: but  when  we  are  told  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  are  far  superior  to  the  English 
in  all  intellectual  endowments,  in  the  decencies  of 
life,  and  in  their  general  conduct  towards  each 
other  and  to  strangers:  that  they  liave  not,  like  us, 
disgraced  themselves  with  an  established  church, 
supported  by  penal  laws,  the  work  of  statecraft 
and  priestcraft  united:— in  short,  that  ‘relief  from 
all  the  evils  which  the  old  governments  of  Europe 
have  inflidted  upon  the  poor  and  industrious,  is 
only  to  be  found  in  America’ — it  becomes  a duty  to 
rise  up  and  expose  the  fallacies,  in  order  to  check 
the  ruinous  consi^quences  which  they  are  but  too 
well  calculated  to  entail  upon  those  credulous  peo- 
ple who  are  liable  to  be  deluded  by  tliein.” 


Treaty  of  Ghent, 

In  common  justice  to  Mr.  Fioyd,  as  well  as  for  a 
right  understanding  of  the  matter,  we  cheerfully 
giveplace  to  his  letter  to  the  editors  of  the  /iich- 
mond  Enquirer^  explanatory  of  his  views  in  call- 
ing for  certain  papers  relative  to  the  negociations 
at  Ghent,  to  which  we  have  added  a note  there- 
of by  Mr.  Adams. 

We  thank  Mr.  Floyd  for  the  act  of  justice  which 
he  has  rendered  to  our  motives — but  his  name 
was  not  mentioned  by  us,  nor  did  we  regard  him 
as  originating  what  we  reproved:  his  objects  were 
apart  from  electioneering-,  but  tiie  progi'ess  of 
things,  we  must  think,  justified  the  general  re- 
marks that  were  made  on  the  subject— see  last 
vol.  page  220.  We  have  the  pleasure  to  know  Mr. 
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Floyd,  and  to  esteem  his  character  as  equal  to 
that  of  any  other  gentleman  of  the  house  of.  re* 
presentatives.  But  he  wants  not  our  endorse- 
ment on  his  good  name. 

TO  THE  EDITORS  OP  THE  EKQ.UIREH. 

J^ev)  Heme,  VirginiCf  Aug.  14,  1822. 
Gentiemen;  I am  induced  to  write  to  you,  im- 
pelled by  the  numerous  editorial  remarks  which 
have  issued  from  different  parts  of  the  union,  relat- 
ing to  the  controversy  between  Kfessrs.  Russell 
Slid  Adams,  involving  me  in  a greater  or  less  de. 
gree;  but  more  particularly  from  the  unwarrant, 
able  assertions  of  Mr.  Adams  throughout  his  re. 
joinder. 

On  entering  into  public  life,  I formed  a plan 
from  which  I determined  never  to  depart,  unless 
for  the  ♦strongest  reasons;  and,  I assure  you,  it  is 
with  pain  and  regret,  I now  deviate  from  that 
plan.  When  any  thing  occurs  in  my  public  con- 
duct, if  it  concerns  myself  alone,  I have  been  con- 
tent to  rest  my  claims  to  justice  upon  the  decision 
of -those  with  whom  1 act,  entirely  regardless 
whether  the  newspapers,  or  reporters  to  newspa- 
pers, either  misunderstand  me,  misrepresent  me» 
or  do  not  hear  me. 

In  the  commencement  of  this  affair,  I was  not  a 
little  surprised  to  see  the  editorial  remarks  of  the 
Weekly  Register,  in  concluding  the  publication  of 
the  president's  message  with  the  letters  of  Mr. 
Rtisseh  and  Mr.  Adams,  subjecting  me  to  imputa- 
tions of  ^‘electioneering  views”  and  the  “getting 
up”  tins  business:  My  surprise  was  not  lessened 

to  find  an}  thing  in  my  course  liable  to  such  im- 
putations, as  I have  always  felt  the  most  perfect 
confidence  in  the  correctness  of  my  course:  though 
I have  too  high  and  opinion  of  the  correctness  and 
integrity  of  the  Weekly  Register  to  believe  these 
remarks  were  intended  for  any  other  purpose  than 
to  give  an  honest  opinion  of  the  transaction  as  itap- 
pearv'd  to  him. 

With  these  feelings,  as  soon  as  I recovered  from 
a severe  illness,  under  which  I was  laboring  when 
the  Register  was  received,  I wrote  a statement  of 
the  whole  matter,  to  the  editor  of  that  paper, 
whose  independent  republican  course  has  impress 
ed  me  with  the  most  favorable  sentiments  of  his 
Bectilude  and  ability; —but,  thinking  there  would 
be  an  end  to  the  affair  very  soon,  and  that  oppor- 
tunities might  offer  elsewhere,  of  doing  myself 
justice,  I yielded  to  the  suggestion  of  a friend  in 
withholding  it:  nor,  do  I think  the  necessity  would 
now  exist,  had  the  whole  of  the  debate  been  pub- 
lished which  took  place  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, upon  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Fuller's  resolu- 
tion, making  the  final  call  upon  the  president 
for  the  papers;  which  now  appears  to  liave  been 
done  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Adams  himself. 

There  is  certainly  something  very  singular  in 
this  affair,  that  Mr.  Adams,  who  has  labored  with  * 
so  niucii  z^al  and  perseverance  to  impress  the  na- 
tion  with  the  belief  that  Mr.  Russell  is  not  correct 
in  his  statements,  should,  nevertheless,  as  zealous- 
ly adhere  to  declarations  equally  injurious,  and 
tinfounded,  as  it  regards  myself;  to  the  end,  it  is 
presumed,  to  justify  his  own  conduct  in  procuring 
Mr.  Fuller  to  make  the  call  wliich  I had  desisted 
from,  and  which  it  seems  was  so  desirable  to  him, 
as  a mean  of  getting  into  the  newspapers—  this, 
too,  after  Mr.  Russell  had  said  he  knew  nothing 
of  my  intention  of  making  the  request  1 did 
make. 

Mr,  Adams,  I had  believed,  was  too  well  ac- 
quainted with  etiquette^  to  leave  his  lawful  game  to 
send  a shaft  at  me,  however  he  might/ee^  towards 


me;  but,  since  he  has  thought  proper  to  do  so,  I 
must  defend  myself. 

Whatever  a secretary  shall  say  of  me,  I think 
it  but  right  to  hold  him  responsible;  nor  will  f 
consent  that  he  shall  ransack  his  department  to 
find  a clerk  to  prop  his  desires  by  a certificate. — 
So  far  as  it  regards  myself,  1 must  protest  against 
the  certificates  of  clerks,  who  depend,  for  their 
daily  bread,  upon  the  capricious  smiles  of  a secre- 
tary of  a department.  I do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  making  any  remark  upon  Mr.  Adams’  cer- 
tifying clerks.  It  is  possible  they  may  be  respec- 
table, I know  nothing  of  them;  nor  can  I,  consist- 
ent  with  my  own  self-approbation,  know  any  body 
but  Mr.  Adams,  who,  I presume,  having  reliance, 
and  regardless  of  feelings  or  opinions,  boldly  and 
confidently  reiterates,  in  his  rejoinder,  that  Mr. 
Russell  procured  me  to  subserve  his  purposes,  and 
make  the  call  in  the  house,  which  I did  make; 
which  assertion  I,  unequivocally,  pronounce  to  be 
utterly  destitute  of  that  verity,  which  ought  al- 
ways to  characterize  assertions  made  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

The  story  is  briefiy  this; 

Last  winter  was  a year,  at  my  lodgings,  in  con- 
versation with  some  of  my  friends,  we  were  discus- 
sing the  advantages  of  the  occupation  of  the  Ore- 
gon, or  Columbia  river,  the  value  of  the  fur  trade 
of  our  western  rivers,  the  wealth  to  be  derived 
from  that  trade  in  the  Canton  market,  and  the  prac- 
ticability of  supplying  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
with  the  manufactures  of  China  by  that  route:  when 
one  gentlemen  observed,  that  the  Mississippi  had 
been  discussed  at  Ghent,  and,  from  the  character 
of  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  it,  there  was  a strong 
probability  that,  if  1 had  that  correspondence,  I 
would  obtain  something  which  might  be  useful  to 
me.  Iliad  then  presented  to  the  house  my  report 
upon  the  occupation  of  that  river,  and  would  have 
to  make  an  exposition  of  the  bill  when  it  came  up 
for  discussion.  I instantly  determined  to  make  the 
call,  as  the  proper  mode  of  getting  the  papers:  but 
I soon  found  my  bill  for  its  occupation  could  not, 
from  the  place  it  held  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  be 
acted  upon  that  session;  1 then  determined  to  post- 
pone the  call  until  the  next  session.  According- 
ly, on  the  I7th  of  January  last,  I requested  all  the 
papers;  and,  on  the  23d  of  February,  the  president 
answered  that  request,  taking  more  than  a month 
to  prepare  a copy. 

Mr.  Adams  says,  after  commenting  upon  this, 
that  “it  will  be  observed,  that  nearly  two  months 
had  intervened  between  the  report  of  the  Ghent 
treaty  documents  to  the  house  and  this  second  call, 
which  Mr.  Russell  has  admitted  w’as  made  at  his 
suggestion.'' 

Mr.  Adams  knew  very  well  the  papers  were 
sent  to  the  house  on  the  23d  of  February,  and  not 
' only  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  as  he  states,  but 
likewise  ordered  to  be  printed:  I had  not  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  iliem  until  they  were  printed, 
which  v/ouhl,  of  course,  require  some  days.  But, 
in  that  time,  1 had  received  intelligence  of  the 
afflictions  of  my  family,  and  Mr.  xldams  does  know 
I obtained  leave  of  absence  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session,  believing  it  not  possible  for  me  to  re- 
turn. 

I left  the  city,  1 believe,  about  the  13th  of  March, 
but  my  family  being  restored  to  health,  I returned 
to  Washington,  and  arrived  on  Sunday  the  14th  of 
April.  I w'ent  into  the  house  on  the  15th  and  on 
the  18th  submitted  the  second  resolution,  calling 
specifically  for  Mr.  Russell’s  letter;  that  resolution 
was  adopted  on  the  19  th. 
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The  reason  of  this  second  call  was,  that,  on  ex- 
aininin?  the  papers,  I could  not  tind  any  thing  1 
wanted,  though  1 did  perceive,  from  Mr.  Russell  s 
letter,  dated  the  25th  of  December,  from  Ghent, 
that  he  intended  to  write  fully,  and  naturally  con- 
cluded he  had  done  so,  as  he  was  a public  man  and 
in  the  discharge,  as  1 thought,  of  his  duty;  and  too, 
expected  what  1 wanted  was  contained  in  that  let- 
ter, to  wit,  touching  the  value  of  the  Mississippi 
river. 

I will  take  no  part  in  the  controversy  between 
Mr.  Russell  and  Mr.  Adams,  nor  would  I now  have 
written,  had  not  Mr.  Adams  gone  out  of  his  way, 
in  endeavoring  to  place  me  in  an  attitude,  which 
he  must  know  nothing  but  his  injustice  could  have 
exhibited  me  in. 

I am  almost  as  much  surprised  at  the  memory  of 
the  friend  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  as  at  all 
the  rest  of  this  affair:  he  has  certainly  reported  to 
that  paper,  as  far  as  he  went,  “substantially’*  what 
happened  in  that  debate;  but  the  surprise  is,  that 
his  memory  fails  at  the  precise  point  where  my  jus- 
tification  begins.  I rocollect  what  was  said,  and  made 
these  remarks,  and  nearly  in  these  words — That  1 
iiad  made  the  previous  calls,  and  had  not  renewed 
it,  as  the  letter  wanted  had  been  specifically  desir- 
ed and  the  president  already  knew  the  wishes  of 
the  house,  and  might  send  it  if  he  thought  proper, 
as  he  was  the  judge  of  the  propriety  of  doing  so; 
I did  not  think  another  resolution  to  the  same  ef- 
fect would  be  consulting  the  dignity  of  the  house, 
and  if  the  papers  would  produce  misunderstanding 
and  ill  blood  |between  men  high  in  office  and  pub- 
lic esteem,  which  the  president,  who  had  the  pa- 
pers, seemed  to  insinuate,  1 would  not  be  the  means 
of  producing  that  evil.  What  I wanted  was  the 
information,  which  I supposed  the  papers  to  con- 
tain, relative  to  the  value  of  the  Mississippi,  which 
would,  according  to  my  view  of  the  occupation  of 
the  Columbia  river,  show  the  value  of  the  trade  to 
flow  in  that  channel,  which  was  to  connect  those 
two  great  rivers;  and  that  there  could  not  be  any 
thing  {difficult  to  comprehend  in  that:  that,  if  the 
president  would  tell  the  house  such  consequences 
would  flow  from  the  communication,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  state  that  copies  of  the  papers  would 
be  furnished  to  any  gentleman  at  the  department 
of  state,  who  might  desire  them,  was  a thing  left 
for  him  to  justify  and  to  reconcile — I wished  my- 
self to  be  correct,  and  said  this  for  my  own  justift- 
cation,  and  to  show  my  own  consistency,  and  not 
the  president’s. 

I will  close  these  observations  by  observing  to 
you,  that  I have  seen  in  your  paper  a few  days  ago, 
the  remarks  contained  in  a Charleston  journal. — I 
cannot  divine  how  the  writer  knew  1 had  made  a 
motion  to  refer  the  president’s  communication  to 
my  committee,  before  U ivas  read. — I conclude, 
though,  it  is  much  after  the  disinterestedness  of  the 
times,  and  that  a diplomatic  mission  to  some  of  the 
new  republics  may  be  the  hoped  reward  of  the 
honest  exertions  of  the  writer. — How  was  that  fact 
ascertained.?  there  is  no  record  showing  whether 
the  motion  was  made  before  the  papers  were  read 
or  not — this  minute  fact  is  known  to  the  writer  so 
distant  from  Washington,  wlio  does  not  even  know 
the  part  of  the  country  I live  in,  as  he  states  me  to 
be  a member  from  the  west — it  may  be  hone.=t  ig 
norance.  I believe  though  I did  make  the  iviotion 
to  refer  the  papers  as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained 
what  the  papers  related  to.  This  is  every  day’s 
practice,  and  I have  now  papers  ieferred  to  itiy 
committee  which  the  house  never  sav/,  which  ccn- 
lained  information  I had  sought  through  the  medi- 


um of  the  house,  as  1 had  done  that,  which  was  to 
be  used  when  my  bill  was  called  up. — I will  say 
more,  that  if  I,  by  any  proper  act,  could  have  pre- 
vented this  affair,  that  1 would  have  done  so;  nor 
will  I,  either  in  public  or  private,  refrain  from  com- 
menting upon  the  public  conduct  ami  opinioi  r of 
any  public  man,  who  may  be  thought,  or  may  think 
himself  entitled  to  office.  My  opposition  has  always 
been  poliiical,  and  directed  by  the  ideas  I entertain 
of  the  power  which  gentlemen  may  think  them- 
selves entitled  to  exercise  under  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.  I look  upon  that  constitution 
as  containing  expressed  grants  of  power,  and  can- 
not approve  any  opposite  opinion. 

I,  as  a public  man,  am  willing  to  be  judged  by 
this  test,  and  when  I,  or  others,  cannot  defend  their 
opinion,  in  justice  to  the  country  they  ought  to 
retire.  In  my  public  capacity  I called  upou  the 
executive  branch  of  the  government  for  papers  ex- 
pressly relating  to  a national  transaction,  ami  tor 
public  use;  and  if  evil  has  resulted,  or  private  let- 
ters been  divulged — it  cannot  attach  to  me. 

1 am.  Sirs,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  FLOVD. 

TO  THE  EDITOnS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIOENCKH. 

In  the  Richmond  Enquirer  of  the  27’th  August, 
1822,  there  is  published  a letter  from  Mr.  Floyd 
to  the  editors  of  that  paper,  in  which  he  says,  that 
in  my  rejoinder  to  Mr.  Russell,  I boldly  and  confi- 
dently reiterate,  that  Mr.  Russell  procured  HIM 
to  subserve  his  purposes,  and  make  the  call  in  the 
house,  which  he  did  make;  which  assertion  he  une- 
quivocally pronounces  to  be  utterly  destitute  of  that 
verity  which  ought  always  to  characterize  asser- 
tions made  to  the  public. 

Whoever  has  read  the  rejoinder  thus  referred  to, 
must  have  seen  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Floyd  is  not 
so  much  as  mentioned  in  it.  I have  invariably  spo- 
ken in  it  of  the  call  of  the  home  of  represent  a (iveSf 
and  have  mentioned  the  mover  of  the  resolution, 
only  to  say,  that,  when  Mr.  Russell  left  the  city,  on 
the  fifth  of  May,  I presumed  he  knew  that  the  call 
for  the  letter  would  not  be  renewed  by  him.  I have 
said  that  the  call  of  the  house  of  tile  19th  of  April 
was  made  at  Mr.  Russell’s  instance  or  suggestion, 
and  that  it  was  procured  by  him.  My  vouchers  for 
this  assertion  are  the  declarations  of  Mr.  Russell 
himself  to  .Mr.  Brent  and  Mr.  Bailey,  as  attested 
in  their  statements — from  the  latter  of  which  it  ap- 
pears hoia  the  call  for  Mr.  Russell’s  letter  was  pro- 
cured by  him,  namely,  that  Mr.  Floyd,  before  off  er- 
ing the  resolution,  asked  him  for  a copy  of  the  let- 
ter, which  Mr.  Russell  declined  giving,  telling  Mr. 
Floyd  that  if  he  wished  a copy  he  must  move  a call 
for  it.  Mr.  Floyd  has  not  denied  this  to  be  fact.  If 
he  did  deny  it,  the  question  would  be  upon  the  ve- 
rity of  Mr.  Russell’s  assertion,  and  not  of  .mine. 
With  the  verity  which  ought  always  to  character- 
ize assertions  made  to  the  public,  I am  :>s  deeply 
impressed  as  i could  be  by  the  precept  of  Mr.  Floyd, 
or  by  his  example.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADA31S. 

Washington,  30th  August,  1822. 


Servile  Conspiracy  in  S.  Carolina. 

Of  the.  following  leiter  trom  the  governor  of  the 
state  of  South  Carolina,  v/e  have  become  acciden- 
tally possessed  or  u copy,  without  autooihy  to  pub- 
list;  it.  The  subject,  however,  b^  ing  of  so  per*  d. 
ing  an  interest,  a-i  i tho  leliCf  its*^it  V'riiip;  a p'  ..ted 
Circular,  vve  sec  no  sufficieo'.  r -■hs  for  v,  d f f Mi’g 
from  our  readers  the  mlbrm  I'ion  - ; 

^07  ;^,  hit. 
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Copy  of  a letter  from  the  governor  of  the  state  of 
South  Carolina, 

ExECUTIVK  DEPAaXMENT, 

Charleston^  August  10,  1822. 

Sir:  After  a prolonged  and  almost  uninterrupted 
session  of  six  weeks,  the  first  court  organized  for 
the  trial  of  slaves  charged  with  an  attempt  to  raise 
an  insurrection  in  this  city,  was  dissolved  on  the 
20th  ult.  Another  court  was  subsequently  con- 
vened, and,  after  a session  of  three  days,  closed  the 
unpleasant  investigation  with  which  it  was  charged, 
and  adjourned  on  the  8th  instant,  sine  die. 

During  the  interesting  period  occupied  by  the 
court  first  organized,  the  public  mind  was  agitated 
by  a variety  of  rumors,  calculated  to  produce  great 
excitement  and  alarm.  These  had  their  origin  in 
the  nature  of  the  transaction,  and  the  secrecy  and 
seclusion  observed  in  the  incipient  stages  of  the 
inquiry;  as  but  few  of  the  circumstances  were 
known  to  the  community,  and  the  number  appre- 
hended and  sentenced  to  the  severest  punishment, 
beyond  any  former  example.  Certainty  gave  place 
to  exaggeration,  and  thegeneral  impression  sustain- 
ed the  rumor  of  a very  extensive  conspiracy. 

The  effects  resulting  from  these  reports,  if  un- 
controlled by  an  exhibition  of  facts,  are  too  obvious 
to  require  comment.  The  reputation  of  the  state 
must  suffer  abroad,  and  a rapid  deterioration  of 
property  occur  within;  while  suspicion  and  anxiety 
will^ontinue  long  to  mar  the  public  tranquility.  It 
becomes,  therefore,  a duty  imperiously  obligatory 
on  me,  to  represent  the  occurrences  as  they  have 
transpired,  and  thus  evidence  to  you  that  the  at- 
tempt has  not  only  been  greatly  magnified,  but  as 
soon  as  discovered  it  ceased  to  be  dangerous. 

A servant,  prompted  by  attachment  to  his  master, 
communicated  to  him  that  he  had  been  requested 
to  give  his  assent  and  subscribe  his  name  to  a list 
of  persons  already  engaged  in  the  conspiracy.  The 
intendant  immediately  received  the  information, 
and  caused  the  arrest  of  three  slaves  of  Mr.  Paul- 
one  of  whom  was  subsequently  identified  by  the 
servant  making  the  communication.  The  city  coun- 
cil was  convened,  and  after  a very  close  and  atten- 
tive examination,  a general  impression  was  produc- 
ed  that  but  little  credence  could  attach  to  the  state- 
ment. A prudent  caution  was  nevertheless  exer- 
cised, and  the  fellow  charged  committed  to  solitary 
imprisonment.  A few  days  after  his  confinement, 
he  made  many  disclosures  to  a member  of  council, 
but  so  amplified  the  circumstances  that  the  utmost 
credulity  was  requisite  to  the  belief  of  his  tale. 

Some  consternation  was  obviously  produced 
amongst  a few  of  the  conspirators  by  the  arrest  of 
these  slaves,  and  I cannot  doubt  led  to  a detail  more 
plausible  and  deserving  of  attention.  Another  ser- 
vant, whose  name  is  also  concealed,  from  prudential 
motives,  stated,  generally,  that  such  a combination 
actually  existed,  and  mentioned  the  names  of  seve- 
ral who  were  most  conspicuous  in  their  exertions, 
adding,  with  great  confidence,  that  the  explosion 
of  their  schemes  would  occur  on  the  ensuing  Sun- 
day night.  This  confession  was  given  on  Thursday, 
the  13th  June,  and  contained  the  recital  of  several 
occurrences  which  would  precede  the  attempt  and 
evidence  the  intention.  This  suggested  the  pro- 
priety, while  it  sanctioned  the  effort,  to  conceal 
from  the  community  the  intelligence  thus  received, 
for  the  intervening  time— during  which  extensive 
and  efficient  preparations  were  made  for  the  safety 
and  protection  of  the  city.  Saturday  night  and  Sun- 
day  morning  passed  without  the  predicted  demon- 
strations; doubts  were  again  excited,  and  counter 
orders  issued  for  diminishing  the  guard.  The  facts 


communicated  were  generally  known  to  our  fellow- 
citizens  on  Sunday;  producing  a night  of  sleepless 
anxiety.  But  no  one  of  the  predicted  (or  any  other) 
occurrences  presented  itself  to  disturb  the  general 
tranquility. 

On  the  18th  June  ten  slaves  were  arrested,  and 
on  the  l9th  the  court  was  organized  for  their  trial. 
Investigation  was  retarded  by  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing authentic  evidence,  and  it  was  not  until  the 
28th  that  the  sentence  >of  death  was  pronounced 
against  six  of  the  persons  charged  with  the  offence. 
Denmark  Vesey,  a free  negro,  was  arrested  on  the 
21st,  and  on  the  22d  put  on  his  trial.  Although  he 
was  unquestionably  the  instigator  and  chief  of  this 
plot,  no  positive  proof  of  his  guilt  appeared  until 
the  25th.  This  grew  out  of  the  confession  of  one 
of  the  convicis,  and  on  the  27th  his  guilt  was  fur- 
ther established  by  a servant  of  Mr.  Fergusop. 

The  progress  made,  and  the  expectations  of  im- 
munity from  pvinishment  by  confession,  gradually 
developed  the  plot,  and  produced  the  arrest  of  se- 
veral others,  fortunately  two  who  were  principals, 
Monday  Cell  and  Gullah  Jack.  These,  with  tliree 
others,  John  Horry,  Charles  Drayton  and  Harry 
Haig,  were  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  die  on  Fri- 
day, the  I2th  July  last;  but,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
court  that  important  communications  were  expect- 
ed from  them,  Monday  Gell,  Charles  Drayton  and 
Harry  Haig  were  respited. 

The  arrest  of  Perault,  a servant  of  Mr.  Stroheck 
er,  which  took  place  the  day  previous  to  the  re- 
spite, and  the  general  and  very  important  discove- 
ries made  by  him,  enabled  the  committee  of  vigi- 
lance,  not  only  to  elicit  the  confirmation  of  his 
statement  from  the  three  convicts,  but  to  appre- 
hend a great  number  of  persons  engaged  in  the 
plot.  Among  others,  William  Garner,  reputed  to 
be  one  of  the  principals,  the  only  one  not  then  ap- 
prehended. 

The  number  of  persons  at  this  period  under  ar- 
rest, evinced  the  necessity  of  such  arrangements  of 
the  testimony  as  would  enable  the  court  to  progress 
with  more  rapidity.  This  duty  devolved  on  the 
committee  of  vigilance:  and  principally  from  the 
general  information  of  Perault,  and  of  the  convicts 
Monday  Gell  and  Charles  Drayton,  facility  was  giv- 
en to  the  further  proceedings  of  the  court.  In  the 
short  space  of  seven  days  thirty-two  negroes  were 
convicted;  twenty-two  of  whom  were  executed  on 
on  Friday,  the  20th  July:  and  within  fouj^  days 
after,  eleven  others  were  convicted,  four  of  whom 
have  also  been  executed. 

Having  established  the  existence  of  a plot,  and 
the  places  of  rendezvous,  all  that  was  deemed  re- 
quisite for  conviction  was  to  prove  an  association 
with  the  ringleaders,  and  an  expression  of  their 
assent  to  the  measure.  On  such,  generally,  the 
sentence  of  death  has  been  executed.  Others  who» 
without  actually  combining,  were  proved  to  have 
known  of  the  conspiracy,  and  to  have  given  their 
sanction  by  any  act,  have  been  sentenced  to  die, 
and  their  punishment  commutf'd  to  banishment 
from  the  United  States;  or  sentenced,  in  the  first 
instance  to  banishment  from  this  state  or  from  the 
United  States.  In  this  manner,  the  whole  number, 
seventy-two,  have  been  disposed  of;  thirty-five 
executed,  and  thirty-seven  sentenced  to  banish- 
ment. With  these  we  may  reasonably  conclude 
that  we  have  reached  the  extremities  of  this  con- 
spiracy, and  this  opinion,  if  not  conclusive^  is  en- 
titled to  great  weight,  when  we  advert  to  the  ex- 
traordinary measures  pursued  to  effect  the  object 
^and  the  motives  which  influenced  thevaocuseci. 
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No  means  which  experience  or  ingenuity  could  i 
devise  were  left  unessiiyed,  to  eviscerate  the  plot. 

In  the  labors  of  investigation,  the  court  was  pre- 
ceded by  a committee  foimed  by  tlie  city  council, 
whose  intelligence,  activity,  and  zeal,  were  well 
adapted  to  the  arduous  duties  ot  their  appoint- 
ment. 1 heir  assiduity,  aided  by  the  various  senti- 
ments which  influenced  the  prisoners,  produced  a 
rapid  development  ofihe  plot.  Several  of  the  con 
spirators  had  entered  into  solemn  pledges  to  par 
take  of  a common  destiny,  and  one,  at  least,  was 
found,  who,  after  his  arrest,  felt  no  repugnance  to 
enforce  the  obligation,  by  surrendering  the  names 
of  his  associates.  A spirit  of  retaliation  and  re- 
venge  produced  a sinriilar  elTect  with  others,  who 
suspected  tliat  they  were  the  victims  of  treachery; 
and  this  principle  operated  w'ith  lull  effect,  as  the 
hope  or  expectation  of  pardon  predominated.  To 
the  last  hour  of  the  existence  of  several,  who 
appeared  to  be  conspicuous  actors  in  this  drama, 
they  were  pressingly  importuned  to  make  fur- 
ther confessions. 

Among  the  conspirators,  the  most  daring  and 
active  was  Monday,  the  slave  ot  Mr  Cell  He 
could  read  and  wiite  with  facility,  and  thus  attain- 
ed an  extraordinary  and  dangerous  influence  over 
his  fellows.  Permitted  by  his  owner  to  occupy 
a house  in  a central  part  of  the  city,  hourly  op- 
portunities were  afforded  for  the  exercise  of  his 
skill  on  those,  who  were  attracted  to  his  shop  by 
business  or  favor.  It  whs  there  that  his  artful  and 
insidious  delusions  were  kept  in  perpetual  exercise. 
Materials  were  abundantly  furnished  in  the  sedi- 
tious pamphlets  brought  into  this  state,  by  equally 
culpable  incendiaries;  while  the  speeches  of  the 
oppositionists  in  congress  to  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, gave  a serious  and  imposing  eff  ect  to  his  ma- 
chinations. This  man  WTote  to  Hoyer  (by  bis  own 
confession)  requesting  his  aid,  and  addressed  the 
envelope  cf  his  letter  to  a relative  of  the  person 
who  became  the  bearer  of  it,  a negro  from  one  of 
the  northern  states.  He  was  the  only  person  prov- 
ed to  have  kept  a list  of  those  engaged;  and  the 
court  considered  his  confession  full  and  ample.— 
From  such  means  and  such  sources  of  information, 
it  cannot  be  doubted  that  all  who  were  actually 
concerned,  have  been  brought  to  justice.  There 
is  no  exception  within  my  knowledge;  it  has,  how- 
ever,  been  stated,  that  a plantation  in  St.  John’s 
was  infected,  but  I do  not  know  on  what  author- 
ity. 

This  plain  detail  of  the  principal  incidents  in  this 
transaction,  w'ill  satisfy  you  that  the  scheme  has  not 
been  general  nor  alarmingly  extensive.  And  it 
furnishes  a cause  for  much  satisfaction,  that,  al- 
though religion,  superstition,  fear,  and  almost  every 
passion  that  sways  the  human  mind,  have  been  art- 
fully used  by  the  wicked  instigators  of  this  design, 
Eo  few  have  been  seduced  from  a course  of  pro- 
priety and  obedience.  Those  who  associated  were 
unprovided  with  the  means  of  attack  or  resistance. 
No  weapons  (if  we  except  thirteen  hoop-poles) 
have  been  discovered;  nor  any  testimony  received 
but  of  six  pikes,  that  such  preparations  were  actu- 
ally made.  The  witnesses  generally  agree  in  one 
fact,  that  the  attempt  was  to  have  taken  place  on 
Sunday  night  the  16th  June,  differing  a little  as  to 
the  precise  time;  12  o’clock  appears  to  have  been 
the  hour. 

From  the  various  conflicting  statements  made 
during  the  trials,  it  is  difficult  to  form  a plausible 
conjecture  of  their  ultimate  plans  of  opperation; 
no  two  agreeing  on  general  definite  principles. 
That  the  first  essay  would  be  made  with  clubs  against 


the  state  arsinal  is  inferrible,  from  their  being  un- 
provided with  arms,  and  the  concurrence  of  several 
witnesses.  Iliit  whether  the  attack  would  be  made 
simultaneously  by  various  detachments,  or  whether 
the  whole,  embodied  at  a particular  spot,  would 
proceed  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  ob  ject,  is 
very  uncertain.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  manifest  that 
if  any  plan  hadtbeen  organized,  it  was  never  com- 
municated by  the  principal  conspirator  to  the  lead- 
ers or  the  men,  as  they  were  wholly  ignorant  even 
of  the  places  of  rendezvous;  although  within  two 
days  of  the  time  appointed,  and  but  one  man  ar- 
re.sted  prior  to  the  day  fixed  on  for  the  attempt. 

When  we  contrast  the  numbers  engaged  with  the 
magnitude  of  the  enterprize,  the  imputation  of 
egregious  folly  or  madness  is  irresistible:  and  sup- 
posing the  attempt  to  have  been  predicated  on  tlie 
probability,  that  partial  success  would  augment 
their  numbers,  the  utmost  presumption  would 
scarcely  have  hazarded  the  result  Servility  long 
continued,  debases  the  mind  and  abstracts  it  from 
that  energy  of  character,  which  is  fitted  to  great 
exploits.  It  cannot  be  supposed,  therefore,  with- 
out a violation  of  the  Immutable  laws  of  nature,  that 
a transition  from  slavery  and  degradation  to  autho- 
rity and  power,  could  instantly  occur.  Great  and 
general  excitement  may  produce  extensive  and 
alarming  effects;  but  the  various  passions  which 
operate  with  powerful  eff  ect  on  this  cla.ss  of  persons, 
impart  a confident  assurance  of  detection  and 
defeat  to  every  similar  design.  W'hile  the  event 
is  remote,  they  may  listen  with  credulity  to  the 
artful  tale  of  the  instigator,  and  concur  in  its  plau- 
sibility; but  the  approach  of  danger  will  invaria 
bly  produce  treachery,  the  concomitant  of  dastard- 
ly dispositions.  In  the  fidelity  and  attachment  of  a 
numerous  class  of  these  persons,  we  have  other 
sources  of  security  and  early  information;  from  both 
of  which,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  that,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  engaged,  will  be  the  certain- 
ty of  detection;  and  that  an  extensive  conspiracy 
cannot  be  matured  in  this  state. 

I have  entered  with  much  reluctance  on  this  de- 
tail, nor  would  it  have  been  considered  requisite, 
but  to  counteract  the  number  of  gross  and  idle  re- 
ports, actively  and  extensively  circulated,  and  pro- 
ducing a general  anxiety  and  alarm.  And,  although 
their  authors  may  have  no  evil  design,  and  may  real- 
ly be  under  the  delusion,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  what 
pernicious  consequences  may  ensue  from  not  apply- 
ing the  proner  corrective.  Every  individual  in  the 
state  is  interested,  whether  in  relation  to  his  own 
property,  or  the  reputation  of  the  state,  in  giving 
no  more  importance  to  the  transaction  than  it  justly 
merits.  The  legislature  has  wisely  provided  the 
means  of  efficient  protection.  If  the  citizens  will 
faithfully  perform  the  duty  enjoined  on  them  by  the 
patrol  laws,  I fear  not  that  we  shall  continue 
in  the  enjoyment  of  as  much  tranquility  and  safety 
as  any  state  in  the  union. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant,  THO.  BENNETT. 

pamphlet  has  also  been  published,  under 
the  authority  of  the  city  council  of  Charleston,  giv- 
ing a long  account  of  the  intended  insurrection  in 
that  city,  and  detailing  the  facts  that  appeared 
against  individuals  found  guilty  of  being  engaged  in 
it.  But,  perhaps,  enough  has  been  said  to  shew  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  conspiracy.  It  appears 
that  131  blacks  were  arrested,  of  whom  35  were 
executed,  12  respited  until  the  25th  of  Octobei, 
21  sentenced  to  be  transported  out  of  the  United 
States,  1 to  be  sent  out  of  the  state,  9 were  acquit- 
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ted,  the  propriety  of  transportation  being  suggest- 
ed and  agreed  to,  and  52  were  acquitted  and  dis- 
charged. 

“The  following  is  the  sentence  that  was  pronounc- 
ed on  Gullah  Jack,  who  affected  great  supernatu- 
ral power  by  charming  men  and  things,  and  declar- 
ing that  he  was  invulnerable  by  wliite  men,  &c. 

The  court,  after  deliberately  considering  all  the 
ciraumstances  of  your  case,  are  perfectly  satisfied 
of  your  guilt.  In  the  prosecution  pf  your  wicked 
designs,  you  were  not  satisfied  with  resorting  to  na- 
tural and  ordinary  means,  but  endeavored  to  enlist 
en  your  behalf,  all  the  powers  of  darkness,  and  em- 
ployed for  that  purpose  the  most  disgusting  mum- 
mery and  superstition.  You  represented  yourself 
as  invulnerable;  that  you  could  neither  be  taken 
nor  destroyed;  that  all  who  fought  under  your  ban- 
ners would  be  invincible.  While  such  wretched  ex- 
pedients are  calculated  to  inspire  the  confidence,  or 
to  alarm  the  fears  of  the  ignorant  and  credulous, 
they  excite  no  other  emotion  in  the  mind  of  the 
intelligent  and  enlightened,  but  contempt  and  dis- 
gust. Your  boasted  charms  have  not  protected 
yourself,  and  of  course  could  not  protect  others. 
“Your  altars  and  your  Gods  have  sunk  together  in 
the  dust.”  1'he  airy  spectres,  conjured  by  you, 
have  been  chased  away  by  the  special  light  of 
truth,  and  you  stand  exposed,  the  miserable  and 
deluded  victim  of  offended  justice.  Your  days  are 
literally  numbered.  You  will  shortly  be  consigned 
to  the  cold  and  silent  grave,  and  all  the  powers  of 
darkness  cannot  rescue  you  from  your  approaching 
fate!  Let  me  then,  conjure  you  to  devote  the  rem- 
nant of  your  miserable  existence,  fleeing  from  the 
*^wraih  to  come**  This  can  only  be  done  by  a full 
disclosure,  of  the  truth.  The  court  is  willing  to  af- 
ford you  all  the  aid  in  their  power,,  and  to  permit 
any  minister  of  the  gospel,  whom  you  may  select, 
to  have  free  access  to  you.  To  him  you  may  un- 
burthen your  guilty  conscience.  Neglect  not  the 
opportunity,  for  there  is  “no  device  nor  art  beyond 
the  tomb,”  to  which  you  must  shortly  be  consign- 
ed.” 

0;^We  have  some  general  remarks  prepared  on 
the  subject,  which  shall  be  published  in  our  next 
paper  if  convenient. 


Slave  Trade. 

An  address  to  the  inhabitants  of  Europe  on  the  bit- 
qnity  of  the  slave  trade;  issued  by  the  religions  so- 
ciety of  Friends,  commonly  called  Quakers,  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland, 

(Copied  from  a pamphlet  lately  published  in  England).  _ 
Many  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  attention 
of  the  religious  society  of  Friends,  commonly  called 
Quakers,  was  first  turned  to  the  subject  of  the 
slave  trade.  Such  was  the  conviction  of  its  iniqui- 
ty, that  it  was  felt  to  be  a duty  to  represent  to  all 
in  the  same  religious  profession,  the  sufferings  to 
which  the  natives  of  Africa  were  subjected,  by  be- 
ing forcibly  torn  from  their  native  soil,  and  con- 
demned to  cruel  bondage  on  a foreign  shore. 

The  society  proceeded  further;  under  a sense  of 
the  enormity  of  the  crime,  a regulation  was  made 
upwards  of  sixty  years  ago,  which  has  continued 
in  force  unto  the  present  time,  that  those  who  per- 
sisted in  “the  unrighteous  traffic  in  Negroes,”*  af- 
ter pains  had  been  taken  to  convince  them  of  their 
error,  should  no  longer  be  considered  as  its  mem. 
bers.  And  as  such  as  are  in  religious  connection 
with  us,  have  been  uniformly  w.irned  not  to  partake 

* Yearly  meeting,  1761. 


of  the  gain  of  oppression,  not  to  defile  themselves 
with  any  profits  arising  from  this  species  of  injus- 
lice,  we  trust  that  we  shall  obtain  full  credit  when 
we  allege,  that  we  have  no  commercial  or  political 
end  whatever  to  answer,  by  thus  advocating  the 
cause  of  the  oppressed.  We  plead  on  the  simple 
but  firm  basis  of  Christian  principle. 

In  common  with  many  virtuous  and  benevolent 
characters  of  our  own  nation,  we  felt  it  to  be  a 
Christian  duty,  to  aid  in  diffusing  among  our  fel- 
low countrymen  information  on  the  horrors  of  the 
trade;  and  in  soliciting  our  government  to  pass  a 
law,  for  the  termination  of  a commerce,  at  once 
barbarous  and  iniquitous.  And  we  participated  in 
feelings  of  joy  on  beholding  that,  notwithstanding 
there  were  great  and  numerous  obstacles  in  the 
outset,  and  in  the  progress,  of  this  work  of  humani- 
ty, the  sense  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  inhabitants 
of  these  islands  was  so  clearly  seen  and  yielded  to 
by  our  rulers,  that  this  stain  on  our  national  charac- 
ter, was  ultimately  effaced,  in  the  year  1807,  by  an 
act  of  the  British  legislature; — many  of  the  mem- 
bers of  which  not  only  acknowledge  the  injustice 
of  the  trade,  but  nobly  and  successfully  united  their 
unwearied  efforts  to  hasten  its  suppression. 

We  have  rejoiced  to  hear  that  the  respective 
governments  of  those  countries,  whose  subjects 
are  still  implicated  in  the  traffic,  have  proceeded 
so  far  as  they  have  hitherto  done  towards  its  aboli- 
tion; but  we  have  learned,  with  deep  regret  and 
sorrow,  that  it  is  still  pursued  to  a great  and  truly 
lamentable  extent,  and  that  under  circumstances  of 
aggravated  cruelty,  by  the  subjects  of  those  very 
powers.  We  hear  that  numerous  vessels  are  still 
hovering  along  the  shores  of  Africa,  to  procure 
cargoes  of  human  beings,  and  transport  them  to 
distant  lands,  whence  they  are  designed  never  to 
return.  In  fact  we  hear,  and  that  from  undoubted 
authority,  that  the  trade  which  the  congress  at  Vi- 
enna, in  1814,  pronounced  to  bs  “the  desolation  of 
Africa,  the  degradation  of  Europe,  and  the  afflict- 
ing scourge  of  humanity,”  has  been  carried  on  with 
increased  eagerness  in  the  course  of  last  year. 

It  is  under  the  influence  of  Christian  love  and  good 
will,  that  we  are  now  engaged  to  express  our  in- 
terest on  behalf  of  this  injured  people.  In  thus 
introducing  ourselves  to  the  notice  of  our  conti- 
nental neighbors,  we  feel  that  we  need  not  offer 
any  apology,  considering  them  as  our  brethren,  as 
the  children  of  one  universal  parent,  as  fellow  pro- 
fessors, of  a belief  in  one  anc^  the  same  merciful  Sa- 
viour. The  same  feelings  Which  lead  us  to  consi- 
der the  natives  of  France,  of  Spain,  of  Holland,  of 
Portugal,  and  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  as  our 
brethren,  induce  us  to  extend  this  endearing  appel- 
lation to  the  Inhabitants  of  Africa.  Our  heavenly 
Father  has  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men  that 
dwell  upon  the  face  of  the  earth;  and  we  are  all  the 
objects  of  that  great  redemption,  which  comes  by 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  And,  although 
the  kindreds  of  the  earth  are  divided  into  distinct 
communities  and  nations,  we  are  all  bound  one  unto 
another  by  the  ties  of  love,  of  brotherly  kindness 
and  compassion.  But  the  nations  of  Europe  are 
united  by  an  additional  bond.  To  them  has  been 
granted  a blessing,  which  has  not  hitherto  been  en- 
joyed by  the  greater  part  of  the  natives  of  Africa: 
this  blessing,  this  invaluable  treasure,  is  the  bible, 
in  which  is  contained  the  record  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ. 

Permit  us  then,  as  fellow  professors  of  the  Chris- 
tian name,  to  remind  you  of  the  complicated  iniqui- 
ty of  the  slave  trade.  Possessed  of  a superior  force, 
which  he  has  acquired  by  a greater  knowledge  of 
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^he  dreadful  arts  of  naval  and  military  warfare,  the 
slave  trader  visits  the  coasts  of  unoffending  Africa. 
He  employs  his  agents  to  tear  her  inhabitants  from 
their  country,  their  families,  and  their  friends;  to 
burn  their  villages  and  ravage  their  fields;  to  spread 
terror  and  desolation  through  their  peaceful  dwel- 
lings, He  foments  wars  between  neighboring  chief- 
tains, in  order  to  s^ipply  himself  with  their  subjects, 
the  victims  of  his  avarice.  Having  thus  cither  sto- 
len or  bought  his  fellow  men,  who  are  equally  with 
himself  entitled  to  their  liberty,  and  of  which  he 
possesses  no  right  whatever  to  deprive  them,  he 
hurries  them  to  the  vessel  that  may  be  wailing  in 
some  adjoining  creek  to  receive  the  objects  of  his  , 
cruelty;  or  he  chains  them  with  iron  fetters,  or  loads 
them  with  heavy  yokes,  and  drives  them  like  the 
beasts  of  the  field  to  the  shores.  There  new  dis- 
tresses await  them;  they  are  violently  conveyed  on 
board  the  ships  stationed  to  receive  them,  stowed 
beside  each  other  like  bales  of  goods,  and  conveyed 
across  the  Atlantic  to  the  place  of  their  destination. 
The  horrors  of  this  passage  cannot  be  adequately 
described  even  by  those  who  have  been  witnesses 
of  the.m.  Faint,  then,  must  be  the  idea  ive  can 
form  of  the  situation  of  upwards  ot  three  hundred 
human  beings,  in  a comparatively  small  vessel,  each 
limitted  to  so  narrow  a space,  that  it  often  happens 
they  cannot  lie  on  their  backs.  Here  they  are  sub- 
jected to  miserable  reflections — for  the  power  of 
reflection  in  common  with  us  they  undoubtedly 
possess — on  the  past,  the  present  and  the  future. 
Their  shrieks,  and  cries,  and  groans,  ought  to  be 
sufficient  to  excite  pity  in  the  hardest  heart.  Ar- 
bitrary  and  cruel  power  is  often  exercised  to  pre- 
vent those  attempts  at  insurrection,  to  which  their 
situation  prompts  them.  And  such  istbeir  state  of 
despf  mtion,  tliat  they  are  often  ready  to  have  re- 
course to  suicide.  The  noxious  and  pestilential 
effluvia,  that  arises  from  their  close  confinement 
between  decks,  (which  are  often  not  more  than 
three  feet  apart),  or  from  the  illness  of  their  com- 
panions, produce  loss  of  aj>petite,  disease,  and,  in 
many  instances,  suffocation,  and  other  distressing 
•forms  of  death.  And  here  let  us  bear  in  mind,  that 
these  cruellies  aie  practised  in  violation  of  the  laws 
of  many  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  that  the 
slave  dealers  in  their  attempts  to  elude  the  opera- 
tiojis  of  the  law,  have  recourse  to  fresh  acts  of  op- 
pression to  accompliah  their  wicked  designs. 

When  released  from  their  horrible  prison,  the 
surviving  slaves  are  exposed  to  sale  like  cattle,  and 
consigned  to  pass  their  days  in  the  loss  of  liberty, 
far  separated  from  their  nearest  earthly  ties,  and 
exposed  to  such  acts  of  domineering  violence,  as  a 
capricious  master  or  his  dependents  may  be  dispos- 
ed t(  exercise.  Such  is  the  cruelty  practised  upon 
thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  innocent  suffer 
er.s.  not  by  men  who  might  attempt  to  palliate  their 
conduct  on  the  plea  of  retaliating  injuries;  but  by 
those  who,  when  they  themselves  are  enjoying  the 
blessings  of  liberty,  when  the  comforts  of  social 
life  are  within  their  reach,  leave  their  native  land 
for  the  sake  of  sordid  gain,  and  spread  desola- 
tion, distress,  and  misery,  amongst  a people  who 
bad  never  injured  them.  May  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope consider  in  time  the  awful  consequences  that 
await  such  accumulated  guilt! 

The  arguments  of  the  Christian,  like  the  religion 
from  which  they  are  derived,  are  plain  and  simple, 
but  t..ey  are  in  themselves  invincible.  The  gospel 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  a system  of  peace,  of 
love,  of  mercy,  and  of  good  will.  The  slave  trade 
is  a system  of  fraud  and  rapine,  of  violence  and 
cruelty.  The  author  of  our  salvation,  when  he 


took  upon  him  our  nature,  set  us  a perfect  example 
of  piety  and  virtue.  He  went  about  doing  good 
to  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men.  He  taught  his  dis- 
ciples that  the  evil  dispositions  and  passions  of 
men  are  not  to  be  indulged,  but  that  they  are  to 
be  restrained  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit  actin^f 
upon  the  soul.  His  parables  teach  us  the  happy  ef- 
fects of  a religious  life,  flis  miraculous  cures  be- 
speak a tender  compassion  for  the  sufferings  and 
afflictions  of  man.  His  discourses  inculcate  disin- 
terested, genuine  humanity.  The  man  who  traffics 
in  the  lives  and  liberties  of  his  fellow  beings, 
goes  forth  to  gratify  the  malevolent  passions  of  sel- 
fishness and  avarice;  he  does  violence  to  all  the  ten- 
der feelings  of  humanity,  and  spreads  around  him 
distress  and  terror.  Our  blessed  Redeemer  has 
taught  us  pure,  impartial  justice,  in  this  plain 
but  most  important  language,  “all  things  what- 
soever ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you, 
do  ye  even  so  to  them.”*  The  slave  trader,  in 
open  violation  of  this  injunction,  acts  towards 
others  in  a way  which  he  would  use  every  means 
in  his  power  to  resist,  if  it  were  practised  upon 
him.  He  is  indeed  guilty  of  the  greatest  injustice; 
he  deprives  his  fellow  men  of  their  liberty;  that  gift 
of  heaven  which  is  estimated  as  the  greatest  of 
civil  blessings;  and  which  is  the  natural,  and, 
(whilst  we  are  not  disturbing  the  peace  and  tran- 
quility of  our  neighbours),  the  unalienable  right  of 
the  whole  human  race.  And  here  we  would  ob- 
serve that  as  the  practice  itself  is  clearly  unjust,  it 
cannot  be  warranted  by  any  commercial  considera- 
tions. That  which  is  morally  wrong  cannot  be  po- 
litically right.  And  our  beneficent  Creator  has 
wisely  ordered  that  our  duty  and  our  interest  should 
be  intimately  combined;  and  it  is  contrary  to  his 
gracious  purpose,  that  gain  and  advantage  should 
be  sought  by  one  part  of  his  rational  creation,  from 
the  distress  and  sufferings  of  another. 

It  has  been  alleged  by  some,  that  the  natives  of 
Africa  are  a race  of  beings  inferior  to  ourselves. 
If  the  intellectual  powers  of  the  present  inhabitants 
of  Europe  are  more  vigorous  than  theirs,  they 
should  ever  consider  with  thankfulness  the  means 
by  which  they  have  risen  to  their  state  of  mental 
energy.  If,  in  ihe  inscrutable  orderings  of  his  Di- 
vine Providence,  that  being  who  is  all-powerful,  and 
all  wise,  has  accelerated  the  diffusion  of  moral  and 
religious  knowledge  through  this  quarter  of  the 
globe,  are  we  not  showing  our  ingratitude  for  the 
blessing  bestowed  upon  t/«,  by  acts  of  cruelty 
and  oppression  to  them?  But  is  not  their  conduct 
under  the  sufferings  to  which  they  are  subjected, 
a proof  that  they  possess  the  common  feelings  of 
hum.'»nity?  Our  intercourse  with  them,  and  the  au- 
thentic reports  of  travellers,  clearly  show  that  they 
are  capable  of  kindness,  sensibility  and  gratitude; 
that  they  can  make  improvements  in  the  arts  of 
agriculture  and  mechanics,  and  that  they  can 
adopt  wise  and  just  regulations  for  the  good  order 
of  society. 

It  has  also  been  maintained  by  some,  that  we  are 
justified  in  forceing  the  inhabitants  of  Africa  from 
their  native  soil,  to  make  tliem  acquainted  with  the 
blessings  of  Christianity.  To  these  we  would  reply 
— The  Divine  Founder  of  our  religion  used  no  en- 
deavors to  compel  his  hearers  to  accept  his  doc- 
trine, or  to  obey  his  precepts.— Evert  the  Jews, 
who  had  been  the  peculiar  objects  of  Almighty 
protection,  who  had,  through  many  successive  ge- 
nerations, partaken  of  the  special  care  of  Cod,  were 
not  to  be  forced  to  accept  the  blessings  of  the  gos- 

“Matthew,  vii.  12. 
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pel.  To  them  its  promises  were  offered,  and  when 
by  that  nation  they  were  rejected,  the  i Saviour  of 
the  world,  even  when  enumerating  their  sins  and 
transgressions,  so  far  from  employing  any  compul- 
sory power,  pronounced  this  pathetic  lamentation. 
*«Oh  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  how  often  would  I have 
gathered  thy  children  together,  even  as  a hen 
gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and  ye 
would  not.”t  He  is  our  Lord  and  Master:  He  is 

the  Great  Head  of  the  Christian  church:  his  pre- 
cepts and  his  examples  are  equally  obligatory  upon 
all  his  true  disciples,  in  all  ages  and  in  all  countries. 
If  we  follow  them,  in  the  meekness  and  lowliness 
which  he  taught,  under  the  influence  of  his  spirit, 
we  shall  be  happy  here,  and  happy  hereafter:  but 
if,  bearing  his  name,  and  calling  ourselves  his  dis- 
ciples, even  though  we  profess  to  be  teaching  his 
doctrine, — if  we  reject  his  example,  and  violate  his 
precepts,  in  the  presence  of  those  who  have  not, 
like  ourselves,  been  partakers  of  the  outward 
knowledge  of  the  gospel,  awful  and  fearful  will  be 
our  future  condition. 

The  nation?  of  Europe  owe  indeed  a heavy  debt 
to  Africa.  Instead  of  improving  the  opportunity 
of  their  commercial  intercourse  with  that  unof- 
fending people,  to  exemplity  the  excellence  of  the 
Christian  religion  by  the  kindness  of  their  conduct, 
and  the  purity  of  their  morals;— instead  of  endea- 
voringto  convey  to  them  a knowledge  of  those  ex- 
alted views,  of  that  increase  of  temporal  happiness, 
which  the  spirit  of  Christianity  produces,  many  of 
them  have  gone  forth  to  plunder  and  to  ravage,  to 
spread  desolation  and  terror,  to  practice  injustice 
and  cruelty  in  their  most  odious  forms;  and  thus 
have  caused  the  name  of  Christ  to  be  blasphemed 
among  the  Gentiles  through  them. 

We  appeal  to  all  who  have  felt  that  love  of  their 
country  which  is  inherent  in  our  nature;  who  can 
appreciate  the  blessings  and  enjoyments  of  social 
life;  who  can  form  an  estimate  of  the  endearing 
relation  of  parents  and  children,  of  brothers  and 
sisters,  of  husband  and  wife.  We  entreat  all  to 
reflect  on  the  violation  of  these  feelings  which  is 
now  practised  on  the  continent  of  Africa;  to  cul- 
tivate in  their  minds  from  day  to  day,  and  from  year 
to  year,  sentiments  of  pity  for  those  unhappy  suf- 
ferers;—to  embrace  every  opportunity  of  advocat- 
ing their  cause  among  their  neighbours,  with  chris- 
tian  firmness  and  love;  and  to  obtain  and  diffuse 
correct  information  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
traffic,  by  every  means  in  their  power;  and  in  such 
a way  as  becomes  the  subjects  of  a Christian  go- 
vernment. The  performance  of  acts  of  kindness 
and  love  to  others  is  premilted  by  our  great  Creator, 
in  his  unmerited  mercy,  to  bring  an  iramedidte  re- 
ward; — a reward  of  such  intrinsic  value,  that  it 
becomes  a strong  incentive  to  further  deeds  of  be- 
nificence  and  humanity.— Surely  then  an  attempt 
to  rescue  our  fellow-men  from  the  most  cruel  and 
distressing  sufferings,  is  a pursuit  worthy  of  our 
unwearied  exertions,  not  only  as  our  duty,  but 
from  the  satisfaction  which  it  may  itself  afford. 

We  hope  that  none  will  be  disheartened  from 
doing  their  utmost  in  this  good  cause,  from  the 
thought  that  their  efforts  will  be  of  little  avail.  No 
one  knows,  let  his  station  be  ever  so  obscure,  let 
• his  sphere  of  action  be  ever  so  limited,  what  may 
be  the  result  of  his  persevering  attempts  in  the 
cause  of  justice  and  mercy.  Great  events  have  often 
followed  what  appeared  to  be  but  small  and  un- 
important  beginings.  And  we  earnestly  entreat 
' those,  whose  influence  may  be  more  extensive,  to 


lose  no  time,  to  neglect  no  opportunity  of  plcacMr.g 
a cause,  in  which  the  happiness  and  comfort  of  an 
incalculable  number  of  our  fellow  men,  are  most 
deeply  involved. 

If  the  foregoing  should  be  read  by  any  who  are 
employed  in  this  cruel  traffic,  we  would  sqggest  to 
these  a few  reflections.  We  feel  whilst  thus  at- 
tempting to  describe  the  miseries  which  you  are  in- 
flicting, that  you  also  are  our  brethren — that  al- 
though we  view  your  actions  with  indignation  and 
abhorence,  you  are  the  objects  of  our  tender  pity. 
As  we  are  believers  in  a future  state  of  rewards  and 
punishments,  we  would  warn  you  in  Christian  love 
of  the  awful  termination  of  that  course  of  wicked- 
ness which  you  are  pursuing.  Our  Lord,  our  righte- 
ous Judge,  declared,  “Blessed  are  the  merciful, 
for  they  shall  obtain  mercy;”— what  then  will  be- 
come of  the  unmerciful  and  cruel?  In  the  same 
most  excellent  discourse,  he  uttered  this  solemn 
sentence:  “With  what  measure  ye  mete,  it  shall 

be  measured  to  you  again.”  What  then  will  be  the 
portion  of  those  who  have  meted  out  cruelty,  dis- 
tress, and  sorrow,  to  the  innocent  and  unpro- 
tected? 

The  voice  of  reason  and  justice,  the  voice  of  hu- 
manity and  religion,  proclaims  that  the  slave  trade 
is  an  iniquity  of  the  deepest  die.  May  the  friends 
of  the  abolition  of  this  abominable  traffic,  wherever 
they  are  scattered,  combine  their  efforts  in  this 
righteous  cause — may  their  energy  and  alacrity 
be  in  proportion  to  the  enormity  of  the  evil — may 
their  patience  and  perserverance  be  in  proportion 
to  the  difficulties  which  they  have'to  encounter; 
and  may  the  laborers  increase  until  the  trade  be 
eradicated  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

May  it  please  the  Almighty  parent  of  the  Universe 
to  hasten  the  period  of  its  extirpation,  and  by  this 
and  other  means  to  prepare  for  the  coming  of 
that  day,  when,  “from  tlie  rising  of  the  sun  even  to 
the  going  down  of  the  same,  his  name  shall  be 
great  among  the  Gentiles;  and  in  every  place  in- 
cense shall  be  offered  unto  his  name,  and  a pure 
offering.” 

Signed  in^  by  order,  hnd  on  behalf  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  of  the  said  society^  held  in  London,  the 
^Sthoftheffih  month,  1822, 

JOSIAH  FORSTER. 

Clerk  to  the  meeting  this  year. 


Provisional  government  of  Greece. 

The  Greek  nation  has  taken  arms,  and  combats 
against  tyranny.  The  rights  of  the  people  are  in- 
contestible.  The  unheard  of  sacriflees  made  by 
that  people,  have  for  object  its  independence,  and 
as  it  is  accquainted  with  its  rights,  it  knows  also  its 
duty.  In  declaring  its  independence,  it  establish- 
ed a central  government  to  defend  the  former,  and 
to  fulfil  the  second,  it  is  incumbent  on  the  govern- 
ment to  attain  its  object  and  to  render  the  sacred 
cause  of  the  people  triumphant,  to  deprive  the 
enemies  of  Greece  of  all  their  means  of  oppres- 
sion; in  consequence,  the  provisional  government 
of  Greece,  in  virtue  of  the  law  of  nations  of  all 
the  states  of  Europe,  declares  now  in  a state  of 
blockade  all  the  coast  occupied  by  the  enemy,  both 
in  Epirus  and  the  Peloponnesus,  Eubea,  (Negro- 
pont)  and  Thessaly  from  Epidaurus  to  Salonica,  in- 
cluding that  place —declares  also  in  a state  of  bloc- 
kade all  the  isles  and  ports  occupied  by  the  enemy 
in  the  Egean  sea,  the  Sporadian  Isles  and  tljeisle  of 
Crete.  V 


-^Matthew,  xxiii.  37. 
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AU  vessels,  under  whatever  flag  they  sail,  which, 
after  obtaining  a knowledge  of  the  decree  by  the 
commanders  of  the  Greek  squadrons,  or  by  sepa- 
rate vessels,  shall  attempt  to  enter  these  ports,  shall 
be  seized,  and  treated  according  to  the  laws  and 
usages  established  in  such  cases.  The  comman- 
ders of  Greek  vessels  shall  continue  to  cause  to  be 
published  this  resolution,  till  the  government  have 
acquired  the  certainty  that  it  has  reached  wherever 
it  is  necessary.  The  present  declaration  shall  be 
besides  communicated  to  all  the  consuls  of  the 
friendly  powers  in  the  difl’erent  slates  of  Greece. 
The  president  of  the  e.'iecutive  power, 

A MAUKO  COllDATO. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 

TH.  NEGRf. 

Cannth,  ^farch  13,  1822. 

Smtrwa,  May  15. 
Extract  of  a private  letter  from  a young  Greek, 
“My  dear  brother— Prepare  yourself  on  reading 
this  letter  to  summon  to  your  aid  the  strength  of 
your  character;  the  blow  which  has  struck  us  is  so 
terrible  that  all  my  reason  is  required  not  to  suc- 
cumb under  it.  Tnis  opening  alarms  you — estimate 
at  once  the  extent  of  our  misfortunes — we  have  to 
weep  for  our  country,  the  beautiful  Scio,  in  the  pow- 
er of  our  barbarous  eoemies — we  have  to  deplore 
the  loss  of  our  numerous  family. 

“Of  all  our  relations  my  youngest  sister  alone 
escaped;  by  a miracle,  owing  to  the  protection  of  a 
generous  Frenchman,  she  has  been  restored  to  my 
embraces.  How  can  1 speak  to  you  of  our  father? 
Alas!  this  venerable  old  man  now  implores  the  Su- 
preme Being  for  his  country,  and  for  the  unfortu- 
nate children  who  have  survived  him.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  details  of  his  dreadful  assassination: — 
You  know  that  he  and  our  two  brothers,  Theodore 
and  Constantine,  and  your  father-in-law,  were 
amongst  the  hostages  shut  up  in  the  castle  on  the 
Sth  inst;  they  went  out  with  the  archbishop,  and  it 
appears  that,  notwithstanding  the  promises  of  the 
barbarians,  they  had  been  all  the  time  confined  in 
dungeons;  they  were  placed  in  two  lines,  and  were 
either  hung  or  put  to  death  with  prolonged  tor- 
ments. 

“Our  father  and  his  companions  witnessed  with 
tranquility  the  preparations  for  their  e.xecution, 
and  these  martyrs  to  their  fidelity  did  not  lose  their 
presence  of  mind  for  a single  instant.  Our  sister 
Henrietta  is  a slave:  and  1 have  not  yet  succeeded 
in  discovering  to  what  country  of  Asia  the  infa- 
mous ravishers  have  carried  her.  Nor  have  I yet 
been  able  to  obtain  the  least  information  respect- 
ing the  fate  of  our  dear  mother  and  three  other 
sisters;  the  destiny  of  your  wife  and  her  family 
has  also  escaped  my  search.  In  short,  our  misfor- 
tunes afe  so  great  that  I can  scarely  credit  them. 

“On  the  11th  inst.  I quitted  Scio — saved  by  a mi- 
racle from  the  dangers  of  the  most  sanguinary  ca- 
tastrophe, of  which  any  one  can  form  an  idea.  But 
I do  not  feel  that  joy  which  one  might  experience 
on  being  delivered  from  the  dreadful  perils  to 
which  1 have  been  exposed.  Hatred  and  indigna- 
tion against  our  executioners  are  the  only  si-nti 
ments  which  can  henceforth  dwell  in  my  heart — 
Thanks  to  the  European  costume,  which  I have 
adopted;  the  captain  of  an  t'nglish  vessel  agreed 
to  take  me  on  board;  but  my  dreadful  situation 
interested  neither  lurks  nor  Englishmen.  The 
captain  ot  the  vessel  would  not  allow  me  to  em- 
bark till  I had  reckoned  out  to  him  300  piastres, 
and  it  was  not  iill  alter  he  had  examined  them  one 
by^  one,  that  I received  from  him  permission  to  set 


roy  foot  on  board  the  vessel:  whatever  was  my 
danger  in  remaining  longer  on  board  the  chaloupe. 

I have  left  the  island  in  ashes.  'I'he  Turks,  alter 
pillaging  all  the  houses,  set  them  on  fire,  and  join- 
ing sword  to  fire  to  demolish  them  to  the  last  stone, 
in  the  hope  of  finding  concealed  treasure. 

“Throughout  the  opulent  Scio  only  fifteen  houses 
are  standing,  containing  our  mothers,  our  sisters, 
and  our  daughters,  reduced  to  the  most  dreadful 
slavery.  There  the  monsters  profane  every  thing 
to  gratify  their  rage  and  their  passions;  and  often 
the  virgins,  whom  they  have  sullied  by  their  em- 
braces, receive  from  themselves  the  death  which 
thej^  wish  for.  All  the  chateaus  which  rendered 
our  island  the  most  agreeable  in  the  Mediterranean, 
our  academy,  the  library,  the  superb  edifices  of 
Saint  Anaigiroso,  Saint  Victor,  the  apostles,  86 
churches,  and  upwards  of  40  villages,  have  been 
consumed  by  the  flames. 

“The  ferocious  incendiaries  then  scoured  the 
mountains  and  the  forests,  and  they  are  now  at  the 
24th  village  of  Masiic.  These  tigers,  a thousand 
times  more  cruel  than  those  of  the  forest,  have 
vented  their  hatred  upon  the  dead,  which  they  bear 
to  the  living.  They  opened  the  tombs,  and  threw 
into  the  streets  the  bones  of  our  fathers,  and  the 
corpses  of  their  own  victims  were  dragged  by  the 
feet  through  the  brooks, 

“Every  day  women  of  the  first  families  in  the 
island  are  exposed  to  sale  in  the  public  markets; 
articles  of  great  value,  such  as  the  sacred  vases  of 
the  Greek  and  catholic  churches,  and  the  habili- 
ments of  the  priests,  are,  by  these  wretches,  sold 
1 at  a vile  price.  Through  the  inlervention  of  the 
charge  d’affaires  of  the  French  consulate,  I have 
succeeded  in  purchasing  thirty  five  women,  whose 
names  I send  you,  and  who  are  now  in  safety  at  the 
consulate. 

“Since  my  arrival  here,  the  same  scenes  have 
been  renewed  every  day:  there  are  sales  of  dia- 
monds, rich  pelisses,  jewellery,  chalices,  fine  stuffs, 
in  short,  all  kinds  of  valuable  articles,  which  are  in 
the  streets,  and  are  given  away  for  nothing.  How 
should  it  be  otherwise,  when  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Asia,  from  children  of  15  to  old  men  of  80,  e.mbark- 
ed  every  day  for  Scio,  from  whence  they  return 
laden  with  our  spoils?  We  can  only  return  our 
thanks  to  the  Europeans  who  reside  at  Smyrna;  they 
have  done  all  they  could  to  purchase  our  women; 
to  purchase  all,  the  treasures  which  the  country  of 
Homer  possessed  before  its  disasters,  would  scarce- 
ly suffice.  Amongst  the  ravishers  of  them,  there 
are  some  with  souls  so  attrocioiistnat  they  will  not 
listen  to  any  species  of  arrangement. 

One  of  these  monsters  refu-=';-d  10,000  piastres 
for  the  ransom  of  the  wife  of  Gaba,  and  replied 
that  he  would  not  restore  her  for  200,000.  I have 
contributed  to  the  ransom  of  Theodor  Halle,  pur- 
chased for  5,000  pi  stres,  M.  '^etr  icnochico,  on 
learning  the  death  of  his  brother,  precipitated  him- 
self from  a window;  his  sister  Julia  threw  herself 
into  a ditch;  the  other,  made  a slave,  was  brought 
here,  where  she  was  immediately  purchased.  Our 
gO(xl  friend,  Jean  d’Andre,  was  killed  m his  house 
in  the  presence  of  his  w’ife,  whilst  hastening  to  save 
his  two  sons,  who  shared  the  fate  of  dieir  father, 
aiso,  in  the  presence  of  their  mother;  the  latter 
has  been  conveyed  in  slavery  to  Algiers. 

My  hand  r:  fuses  to  trace  at  greater  length  the 
atrociuos  scenes  which  I uavc  Witnessed,  and  *:thers 
a thousand  times  more  dreadful  might  be  added  to 
these  I have  cited.  In  one  word,  the  sanguinary 
cat'istrophe  of  Scio  has  produced  the  death  or  mi- 
sery of  40,0ij0  individuals,  for  to  that  amount  may 
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be  estimated  the  number  of  our  fellow  countrymen 
and  women  put  to  death  or  reduced  to  slavery. 
Just  God,  when  will  the  day  of  vengeance  come, 
and  what  vengeance  can  ever  inflict  upon  our  odi- 
ous assassins  all  the  chastisement  which  they  de- 
serve?’* 


CHRONICLE. 

THcd^  at  Lexington,  Ken.  Thomas  Dou^hertyy  esq. 
for  the  last  eight  years  clerk  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States. 

, at  Baltimore,  on  the  23d  Aug.  Dr.  George 

Bro-wriy  aged  68 — for  nearly  40  years  a practitioner 
in  this  city,  much  beloved  as  a man,  and  eminently 
respected  as  a physician. 

The  Macedonian's  crew  are  doing  well.  No  new 
cases  have  recently  appeared. 

The  Hornet — returned  some  days  ago  to  Norfolk, 
in  an  apparent  healthy  condition,  and  after  a few 
days  was  permitted  to  anchor  off  Town  Point.  On 
reaching  the  navy  yard,  her  hold  was  broken  up, 
and  the  part  of  the  crew  detailed  for  this  duty  were 
nearly  all  taken  sick — 17  ill|  14  of  them  with  the 
malignant  fever,  some  of  whom  have  died;  among 
them  midshipmen  Zantzinger  and  Newton. 

Ship  houses.  A second  house  is  building  at  Phila- 
delphia, under  the  roof  of  which  a ship  of  the  line 
is  to  be  built.  The  house  will  be  275  feet  long,  100 
wide,  and  75  high— furnished  with  windows  and 
weather  boarded. 

Jl  steam  brig,  as  a packet,  has  been  built  to  ply 
between  New-York  and  Norfolk — she  is  called  the 
«New-York,’*  and  has  been  tried  at  Norfolk,  where 
she  was  constructed,  and  found  to  perform  exceed- 
ingly well:  her  accommodations  are  said  to  be  ele- 
gant— and,  no  doubt,  she  will  do  a profitable  busi- 
ness; of  which  we  in  Baltimore  have  no  right  to 
complain,  though  the  establishment  will  interfere 
with  us  as  an  interesting  point  of  communication 
between  the  north  and  the  south.  We  are  really 
friendly  to  the  doctrine  of  suffering  trade  to  regu- 
late  itself,  though  not  friendly  to  the  importation  of 
goods,  the  product  of  foreign  labor,  when  foreign- 
ers will  not  receive  our’s  on  reciprocal  terms. 
All  that  we  ask  is  this:  and,  personally  speaking,  all 
that  I would  desire  to  make  my  fortune,  would  be — 
the  privilege  of  sending  printed  books  to  England 
on  paying  the  same  duties  that  we  pay  on  English 
printed  books. 

Jl  fire  broke  out  In  certain  wooden  buildings  at 
Brooklyn,  that  were  occupied  as  naval  stores,  on 
the  evening  of  the  2lst  uU.  and  property,  to  the 
value  of  100,000  dollars,  was  consumed^ — which,  in 
part,  consisted  of  12,000  barrels  of  naval  stores^  and 
12  or  1400  bales  of  cotton.  The  whole  city  of  New 
York  was  illuminated  by  the  flame.  The  goods 
chiefly  belonged  to  southern  merchants. 

Kentucky.  The  following  named  gentlemen  ha-v'e 
been  elected  to  the  next  congress  by  the  people  of 
this  state,  representing  the  new  districts  from  No. 
1 to  12,  in  the  order  given — David  Trimble,  Thomas 
Metcalf,  Henry  Clay*,  llobert  P.  Letcher*,  John  T. 
Johnson,  David  White,  jun.*,  Thomas  P.  Moore*, 
Richard  A.  Buckner*,  Charles  A.  Wicklifle*,  Prank 
Johnson,  Philip  Thompson*  and  Robert  P.  Henry*. 
(j^^New  members  marked  with  a *. 

Wheat.  The  crop  in  the  United  States,  gene- 
rally, appears  to  have  been  short  of  its  usual  pro- 
duct— but  one  farmer  in  New  York  is  said  to  have 


raised  3000  bushels,  each  acre  cultivated  averaging 
forty  bushels. 

St.  Fe,  of  J\/ew  Mexico,  is  now  often  visited  by 
our  traders  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  Arkansas 
river.  It  is  stated  that  there  has  not  been  any  rain 
at  the  place  for  three  years,  and  no  complaint  about 
it,  the  people  irrigating  their  fields  by  ditches  and 
canals  from  the  river  del  Norte,  and  from  the 
streams  which  issue  from  the  highlands  and  neighv 
boring  mountains. 

Maryland  penitentiary.  An  extensive  system  for 
forging  or  altering  the  denominations  of  bank 
notes,  was  recently  discovered  within  the  walls  of 
this  institutioil! — a deputy  keeper  was  in  the  plot, 
and  the  agent  who  cArried  on  the  business.  Thir- 
teen  plates,  or  rather  parts  of  plates,  were  found: 
but  it  is  supposed  that  a good  many  of  their  manu- 
factures Were  put  in  circulation,  purporting  to  be 
of  the  Frederick  County  bank. 

9 

Sales  of  land.  A part  of  the  *^PuUeney  estate' 
located  in  Steuben  and  Alleghany  counties,  N.  Y. 
is  offered  for  sale.  It  consists  of  380,000  acres  of 
land,  unsettled,  and  340,000  dollars  of  debt  for  lands 
sold  The  tract  is  watered  by  the  Conhocton  and 
Canisteo  rivers,  which  are  branches  of  the  Susque- 
hannah.  The  price  at  which  the  land  will  be  dis- 
posed of  is  not  stated — bur  it  is  said  that  the  sales 
hitherto  made  have  averaged  §3.37  per  acre.  There 
is  yet  enough  of  vacant  or  partially  cultivated  land 
in  New  York  to  occupy  the  attention  of  a million 
of  people. 

Interest.  The  legislature  of  Mississippi  have  fix- 
ed the  legal  rate  of  interest  at  8 per  cent,  per  an- 
num. Persons  who  loan  money,  however,  may  re- 
cover 10  per  cent,  if  the  borrower  contracts  to 
pay  it. 

Water  spouts  on  lake  Erie.  From  the  Cleveland 
Herald  of  Aug.  22.  Yesterday,  about  10  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  while  a cloud  hung  over  the  lake, 
apparently  at  the  distance  of  about  ten  miles,  the 
people  of  this  village  were  entertained  at  the  sight 
of  several  water  spouts,  which  fehrmed  themselves, 
one  after  another,  from  the  lake  to  the  cloud. — 
They  were  four  in  number,  of  different  sizes,  and 
a considerable  distance  from  each  other.  The 
cloud  being  high,  and  the  spouts  being  black  and 
perpeirdicular,  resembling  huge  pillars  of  some 
mighty  fabric,  and  occasionally  changing  in  tljeir 
positions,  presented  a prospect  both  grand  and 
beautiful.  They  continued  visible  for  some  length 
of  time,  and  their  disappearance  was  followed  by 
the  falling  of  rain  in  torrents  on  the  lake,  and  a 
slight  shower  extending  itself  to  this  village, 

Wonderful.  On  the  27th  July  there  was  killed  in 
the  town  of  Ogden,  a large  snake  which,  upon  ex- 
amination, was  found  to  contain  one  hundred  and  six 
live  snakes!  One  of  the  snakes  had  two  complete 
heads  and  necks,  with  one  body,  another  had  two 
heads  with  one  neck  and  body;  and  a third  had  one 
and  a half  heads,  with  one  neck  and  two  bodies! 
what  is  more  singular  still,  these  deformed  reptiles 
were  as  active  and  sprightly  as  the  others.  They 
are  now  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the  canal  en- 
gineers, where  they  may  be  seen  by  the  curious. 

[ Rochester  Telegraph. 

[It  is  quite  possible,  that  if  the  preceding  para- 
graph should  meet  the  eye  of  some  British  travel- 
ler, he  will  put  it  down  as  a fact  that  all  the  snakes 
in  America  are  double-headed.] 
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The  drought.  It  should  be  noted,  as  a most  sin- 
gular fact,  that  about  the  20th  ult,  a wagon  load  of 
Hour  was  carried  from  Baltimore  to  York  county, 
Pennsylvania — from  whence,  it  is  very  possible,  it 
might  have  been  a short  time  before  received;  as 
large  quantities  are  annually  sent  from  that  county 
to  this  city.  'I'he  mills  have  nearly  all  stopped. 

' Paper  carpets,  as  a new  discovery,  or  “inven- 
tion,” are  noti9ed  in  a Philadelphia  paper.  They 
appear  to  be  exactly  the  same  as  those  invented  by 
Mt*.  Gr/y,  of  Baltimore,  eleven  years  ago  and  patent- 
ed— an  account  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  1st 
voi.  of  the  Register,  page  328. 

Philadeephta.  The  public  and  private  build- 
ings now  erecting  in  this  city,  are  numerous  and 
important.  We  have  already  mentioned  the  new 
ioater  7vorks,  on  which  it  is  estimated  that  the  sum 
of  800,000  dollars  will  be  expended  beforejthey  are 
complete,  as  they  pretty  soon  will  be.  The  new 
theatre  is  almost  finished — it  is  100  feet  front,  by 
150  in  depth,  and  is  a splendid  edifice.  A state 
prison,  600  feet  by  800,  is  going  on — the  founda- 
tions are  composed  of  massy  stones.  The  First 
Presbyterian  clmrch  is  nearly  completed — a beauti- 
ful  building,  with  a portico,  columns  and  cupola: 
It  has  cost  about  g65,000.  St.  Stephen*s  church,  a 
fine  specimen  of  Gothic  architecture,  adorned  with 
cpires,  slender  and  delicate,  but  rising  125  feet  in 
the  air,  is  expected  to  be  occupied  in  December 
ensuing.  St.  Andrew's  church,  just  commenced,  is 
to  have  a steeple  236  feet  high.  The  Presbyterian 
church,  in  Arch-street,  which  goes  on  rapidly,  is  a 
large  building,  and  to  have  a steeple  180  feet  high. 
The  Orphan  Asylum,  (the  lower  stories  of  which  are 
ftre-pr«*f),  has  a front  of  100  feet — all  the  walls  are 
up.  One  of  the  most  extensive  breweries  in  the 
United  States,  is  also  building  in  this  city.  The 
numerous  private  edifices  that  are  erecting,  are  re- 
markable for  capacity,  neatness  and  convenience. 
This  city  owes  much  of  her  prosperity  to  the 
amount  and  success  of  her  manufactures. 

Geological.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  esq.  of 
Albany,  has  engaged  professor  A.  Eaton,  of  Troy, 
to  take  a geological  and  agricultural  survey  of  the 
great  canal  route  from  Albany  to  Buffalo,  a distance 
of  330  miles.  The  survey  is  to  include  ths  breadth 
of  ten  miles.  An  accurate  investigation  of  the  rocks, 
soils,  minerals  and  plants,  is  to  be  made  on  both 
sides  of  the  canal.  The  method  of  culture  adopted 
by  the  best  practical  farmers  is  to  be  sought  out, 
and  all  the  varieties  of  soil  to  be  analyzed. 

The  great  dam  across  the  Hudson  river  for  the 
supply  of  the  northern  canal,  is  completed.  It  is 
thirty-three  feet  high,  and  nine  hundred  feet  long, 
and  is  well  called  “a  stupendous  monument  of  the 
ingenuity  of  man.” 

The  great  curse  or  oun  laud.  The  Edinburgh 
“Scotsman,”  speaking  of  slavery  in  America,  has 
the  following  just  and  liberal  remarks: 

»^ur  anti  jacobins  have  been  very  eloquent  upon 
the  existence  of  slavery  amidst  the  boasted  freei 
Vor.  xxin, % 


dom  of  America.  But  before  they  indulged  in  in- 
vective, it  would  have  been  wise  to  inquire  wiio 
were  the  anthors  of  the  evil.  Other  nations  may 
have  a right  to  taunt  the  Americ«ns  on  the  subject, 
but  assuredly  we  have  none.  The  slavery  existing 
there  is  the  misfortune  of  America — but  it  is  the 
crime  of  Britain.  We  poured  the  foul  infection 
into  her  veins;  we  fed  and  cherished  the  leprosy 
which  now  deforms  that  otherwise  happy  country.” 

N«ver  was  any  thing  more  true  than  what  is  set 
forth  in  the  preceding; — several  of  the  colonies  pe- 
titioned the  British  government  to  stop  the  trade 
long  before  the  revolution  broke  out,  and  Virginia, 
especially,  exerted  herself  to  accomplish  it,  by  ap- 
pealing to  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the  “mother 
country.”  But  the  trade  was  profitable  to  English- 
men, and  a consideration  of  that  solitary  fact  over- 
whelmed all  others. 

It  is  an  easy  thing  to  rail  against  slavery,  and  those 
who  inhabit  countries  or  districts  in  which  there 
are  none  or  very  few  blacks,  may  indulge  them- 
selves with  schemes  of  emancipation — but,  until 
i some  way  is  provided  to  remove  them  out  of  the 
country,  dr  overcome  the  prejudice  against  color, 
every  attempt  of  the  kind  must  be  inefiectual. 
Without  one  or  the  other  of  these,  a general  libe- 
ration would  be  almost  as  productive  of  injury  to 
the  public  welfare  as  a general  insurrection.  My 
feelings  and  principles  on  this  subject  are  well 
known — I never  will  hold  a slave;  but  the  desire 
of  my  heart  is  to  locate  myself  somewhere  in  which 
a black  man  is  a Barity.  The  worst  persons  among 
us  in  Baltimore,  are  the  free  blacks— a lazy,  idle 
and  perfidious  body — standing  in  the  way  of  the 
white  laboring  classes,  male  and  female,  and  de- 
preciating such  laborers  by  their  ignorance,  impu- 
dence. and  power  of  numbers.  This  opinion  has 
been  formed  after  much  observation  and  considera- 
ble experience--and  the  fact  is,  to  speak  general- 
ly, if  I personally  knew  nothing  more  of  a black 
man  than  that  he  was  a freeman  or  a slave,  I would 
prefer  the  latter,  if  to  be  entrusted  with'a  commis- 
sion tkat  involved  his  fidelity,  regard  for  truth,  or 
moral  honesty.  There  are  good  reasons  why  the 
blacks  should  be  what  they  are — they  are  in  the 
state  of  those  “to  whom  hope  never  comes,”  as  to 
temporal  things:  their  cast  has  determined  their 
lot  of  degradation  and  estrangement  from  the  mass 
of  society — all  they  can  expect  is,  that,  after  drag- 
ging out  a weary  life,  they  may  enjoy  the  life  to 
come,  for  God  is  “no  respecter  of  persons.”  This, 
to  be  sure,  ought  to  be  the  most  powerful  induce- 
ment with  us  all — but  we  know  that  it  is  but  little 
attended  to  by  the  people  at  large;  and  that  which 
leads  white  persons  to  acquire  knowledge,  merit 
distinction,  and  gain  wealth,  has  but  a small  influ- 
ence over  the  poor  negro,  because  he  cannot  enjoy 
such  things,  if  obtained.  1 know  several  persons 
of  color  who  are  more  worthy  of  confidence  than 
whites  of  their  class  generally  are,  and  who,  if  help- 
ed forward,  as  they  would  be  unless  for  the  color 
of  their  skins,  would  rise  to  eminence  and  bring  up 
most  respectable  families.  But  they  cannot  ad- 
vance,—the  negro  is  always  a negro— in  a class  bf 
his  own;  not  for  crimes  by  himself  committed,  but 
by  the  repulsive  feelings  of  the  whites.  The  most 
enthusiastic  suaeiTg  .tii  would  have  refused  a matri- 
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moniai  alliance  even  with  Pinil  Vuf'ee—^  well  in-  j 
formed  man  of  i)roperty,  possessed  of  a soul  of  be- 
r.L-volenceand  charily,  and  abundant  in  good  works; 
w\\o  forced  respect  from  all  that  personally  knew 
l)inc(,  for  his  many  virtues,  but  could  not  escape  from 
his  cast,  even  in  that  part  of  our  country  w here 
prejudice  agaiPiSt  color  is  supposed  to  have  the 
least  powerful  operation.  Tiiousands  of  Europe 
ans  w ho  arrive  on  our  shores,  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  while  persons  born  and  brought  up  among  us, 
have  less  intelligence,  less  honor,  less  of  every  es- 
timable quality  of  the  head  or  heart,  than  many  of 
the  blacks— but  there  is  no  impediment  to  their 
progress  in  society,  and  they,  or  their  children,  may 
arriv'e  at  eminence,  through  honest  industry  and 
steady  perseverance  in  well  doing,  form  alliances 
v/itu  tlie  most  reputable  families,  and  lose  the  cha- 
racter and  condition  of  their  ancestors,  or  shake  off 
a bad  one  of  their  own,  by  good  behavior;  while  the 
black  m’jst  retain  his  station,  and  continue  a degrad- 
ed being.  And  hence,  perhaps,  it  is  that,  hopeless 
of  being  better  off  in  the  future,  they  arc  careless 
of  the  present — and  the  result  commonly  is,  that 
the  best  treated  among  them,  whether  slaves  or 
freemen,  are  as  worthless  as  any.  Cases  of  this 
sort  are  daily  presented  to  us,  and  the  fact  appears 
to  have  been  established  at  Chafieston,  that  the 
leaders  of  the  late  contemplated  insurrection  were 
cliitfiy  of  those  w’ho  were  most  indulged  by  their 
masters.  Unpleasant  a.s  the  fact  may  appear,  there 
seems  to  be  reason  in  it— we  must  admit  that  the 
slaves  have  a natural  right  to  obtain  their  liberty,  if 
they  can;  and  hence  those  who  best  know  what  in- 
dulgence is,  are  the  most  desirous  of  being  masters 
of  tneir  o>vn  conduct.  The  just  man  cannot  blame 
the  slave  for  seeking  his  freedom,  though  self-pre- 
servation may  interpose  to  check  his  proceedings 
to  obtain  it.  If,  w'hen  captain  Bainbridge  and  tiie 
ci\:\v  of  the  Philadelphia  frigate,  w’ere  held  in  sla. 
very  at  I'ripoli,  they  had  acquired  their  liberty  by 
a conflagration  of  that  ciiy  and  the  slaughter  ot“ 
every  one  who  opposed  them,  even  to  the  amount 
of  tens  of  thousands  of  persons,  toe  should  have 
hailed  them  as  heroes  ^‘covered  with  gldrf' — and, 
surely,  the  dey  had  a better  claim  ou  them  as  slaves 
than  wu^  can  pretend  to  in  imported  negroes:  they 
had  crossed  the  ocean  to  attack  him.  It  is  the  right 
of  tlie  blacks  to  seek  their  freedom — and  the  ne- 
cessuy  of  the  whites  to  prevent  them  from  obtain- 
ing it,  unless  under  circumstances  of  which  the 
latter,  in  self-defence,  must  he  the  judges.  It  is  more 
our  misfortune  than  our  crime,  that  they  are  amongst 
us — and  a dreadiul  misfortune  it  is,  whose  effect  will 
be  felt  at  some  future  day  as  surely  as  that  we  shall 
rei  rn  to  ‘'dust  and  ashes.”  It  is  inevitable  as  fate, 
w tliout  some  yet  unthought  of  plan  to  relieve  us 
of  this  sort  of  our  population.  It  is  the  fault  of 
individuals  that,  by  the  domestic  slave  trade,  they 
are  hastening  events.  In  some  districts  of  our  coun- 
try the  elements  of  desolation  are  continually  ac- 
cumulating. Gangs  of  miserable  wretches,  the  worsf 
of  the  bad,  are  daily  sent  south,  from  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  chained  together  two  by  two,  and  all  fas- 
tened to  a chain  that  extends  from  the  front  to  the 
rear — a spectacle  that  sickens  the  heart,  and  fre- 
quently causes  travellers  who  are  so  unlucky  as  to 
meet  them,  to  vomit.*'  But  what  is  to  be  done —how 
can  these  things  be  prevented?  The  people  of  the 
states  "■amed  regard  slaves  as  property — the  pro- 

*A  case  of  this  kind  really  occurred  to  one  of  my 
neighbors  a few  days  ago,  though  he  himself  holds 
and  has  bought  and  sold  slaves^ 


perty  becomes  bad  or  unprofitable — slaves  run 
away,  steal  from  or  abuse  their  ow-ners,  and  then 
the  latter  think  it  justifiable  to  transfer  the  proper- 
ty to  save  themselves  fron?i  loss.  The  public  sen- 
timent is  decidedly  against  this  traffic;  but  private 
interest,  and,  perhaps,  even  in  many  cases,  local 
benefit  favors  it.  Few  are  disposed  to  give  up  a 
slave  that  will  fetch  them  4 or  500  dollars,  merely 
because  he  behaves  badly — as  I myself  would  do  if 
1 was  one;  for  nothing  butforce  should  keep  me  in 
subjection:  kindness  wcwild  not  do  it,  if  escape  was 
practicable.  There  are  two  sides  to  the  case,  and 
each  must  be  viewed  to  make  out  its  merits.  Either 
presents  only  a gloomy  prospect,  and  all  that  re- 
mains for  us  is,  to  make  the  best  that  we  can  of  this 
curse  of  our  country.  Yet  we  must  say,  that  the 
people  of  the  south  are  acting  most  imprudently, 
in  receiving  the  outcasts  of  other  stales,  and  add- 
ing materiel  to  materiel  for  calamity.  We  refrain 
from  further  remarks  on  this  distres.sing  subject. 
Some  will  learn  wisdom  only  in  the  school  of  ad- 
versity—but  they  should  recollect  that,  by  introduc- 
ing those  persons,  they  expel  the  free  laboring 
whites,  and  thus  act  against  their  own  safety  in  a 
duplicate  manner. 

It  is  probable  that  the  slaves  in  the  southern 
states,  generally,  are  as  well  fed,  clothed,  &c.  as 
the  free  blacks — and,  it  may  be,  that,  except  on  ac- 
count of  their  color,  their  condition  is  preferable 
to  that  of  the  white  slaves  of  Russia,  Poland,  &c. 
and  surely  better  than  that  of  the  Greeks,  subjected 
to  the  fury  of  the  barbarian  Turks;  but  genius,  in- 
dustry, fidelity~an  honorable  mind  and  a grate- 
ful heart,  avails  little  to  the  negro,  except  to  ame- 
liorate his  own  personal  condition;  and  on  this  ac- 
count it  is  that  white  slaves  have  the  happiest  lot: 
with  being  made  free,  they  become  full  members  of 
the  society  in  which  they  live. 

These  remarks  were  chiefly  induced  by  reflect- 
ing on  the  late  conspiracy  at  Charleston,  and  cer- 
tain shocking  enormities  committed  near  Norfolk 
and  in  North  Carolina  on  the  persons  of  white  wo- 
men, for  which  the  perpetrators  were  put  to  death, 
the  relation  of  which  is  too  disgusting  for  our  pages. 
Thirty-five  have  been  hung  and  others  remain  for 
execution  at  Charleston,  and  many  were  sentenced 
to  transportation,  he.  yet  it  appears  that  the  trials 
are  not  over.  The  plot  seems  to  have  been  well 
devised,  its  operation  was  extensive,  and  its  intent 
terrific.  The  conspirators  were  assosiated  in  a sort 
of  a society,  and  held  frequent  meetings.  It  was 
agreed  that  each  slave  should  first  kill  his  own  mas- 
ter and  the  males  about  the  house,  then  repair  to  a 
certain  rendezvous,  rush  upon  the  guard,  fire  the 
city  in  various  places,  seize  upon  certain  ships  and 
1 iden  them  with  plunder,  and  then  proceed  to  Hay- 
ti,  having  secured  a sufficiency  of  seamen  to  con- 
duct them  thither.  When  the  plan  was  nearly 
ripe,  the  conspiracy  was  made  known,  and  a large 
number  of  the  supposed  principals  were  arrested — 
twenty-two  of  whom  were  executed  in  one  day! 
It  is  thought  that  some  severe  laws  will  be  passed 
for  the  preservation  of  the  whites,  and  to  guard 
against  such  attempts  in  future.  The  system  of 
slavery  involves  in  itself  a state  of  dreadful  severi- 
ty, for  it  is  sustained  only  by  force — and  about  60 
years  ago,  thirteen  blacks  were  burnt  alive  in  the 
then  colony  of  New  York  for  insurrectionary  move- 
ments. Sanguinary  punishment  always  has  been 
and  ever  will  be  the  attendant  of  slavery  every 
where.  We  neither  approve  of  the  one  nor  the 
otlier— but  all  that  we  can  do  is,  to  disapprove  of 
them. 
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The  swoud  of  the  ciiuiicii!  The  rosy -faced  vi- 
car of  Leigh,  in  Lancashire,  England,  lately  appoint- 
ed aijourTieymmito  do  his  busiyess  at  Aslley,  whom 
the  people  did  not  see  proper  to  accept  of,  ihinking 
that  they  had  a special  right  to  say  who  should  take 
care  of  their  souls!  It  being  understood  that  the 
parishioners  would  resist  the  entry  ot  the  journey- 
man priest  into  the  church,  the  bisho[>  ol  Chester 
applied  for  a writ  which  is  called  a writ  tie  vi  luica 
removenda,  directed  to  tlie  sherifi,  and  commanding  i 
him  to  att.ich  all  lay  or  armed  force  that  might  op- 
pose the  induction  of  the  priest.  'I’he  deputy  she- 
riff, accompanied  by  20  or  30  persons,  attempted 
to  get  possession  of  the  church — the  people  resist- 
ed his  entrance;  he  then  proceeded  to  Manchester 
and  obtained  the  aid  of  a parcel  oi‘ draq;oGus,  and,  with 
military  force,  entered  the  house  supposed  to  be 
dedicated  to  the  Prince  of  peace. — and  then  the 
priest,  supported  by  the  swords  ot  the  soldiers, 
went  through  wliat  is  called  ‘dhe  service.’*  What 
a blessed  state  of  things! 


manded  the  re  possession  of  his  office,  which  was 
refused;  and  so  the  matter  stands  at  present. 

Dogs.  Five  hundred  and  fifty  two  dog.s  were 
killed  in  Philadelpltia  in  .May,  June,  July  and  Au- 
gust lust,  in  pursuance  of  the  city  ordinances,  and 
to  prevent  the  dreadful  affiiciiou  of  hydrophobia. 

'friE  souru  se.a.  Seventy-four  American  whale- 
men were  lately  in  this  sea,  at  one  time  pursuing 
the  mighty  monster  of  the  deep. 

“Who  shall  becidk.^”  “It  is  remarkable,  in  the 
progress  of  human  opinions,  that  at  the  very  mo- 
ment that  a lintish  house  of  commons  was  reward- 
ing Dr.  Smith  with  500UI.  for  the  vapour  of  nitrous 
acid  as  a destroyer  of  contagion,  an  American  le- 
gislator, Dr.  Mitchell,  of  New  York,  was  exhibiting 
to  his  fellow  citizens,  this  individual  substance  as 
being  the  very  matter  of  contagion  itself. 

\London  Jla^azine. 


The  XAvr.  We  have  seen,  (says  the  Washing- 
ton Gazette),  a Naval  Register,  corrected  from  one 
kept  in  the  navy  department,  up  to  22nd  August, 
which  furnishes  the  following  deaths  and  resigna- 
tions, from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  19th  of  Au- 
gust, 1822,  whicii  we  publish  in  compliance  with 
our  promise. 

BEATCS. 

Coplain — John  Cassin. 

Lieuienants.—G^.ov^e  Pearce,  Nathaniel  D.  Ni- 
cholson, Tlios.  A.  Tippett,  George  W.  Isaacs,  Jas. 
A.  Perry. 

Surgeons — peter  St.  Medard  and  John  Cadle. 
Surgeon's  males. — Samuel  M.  Kissam,  Edward 
Tilley. 

Purser. — Henry  Dennison. 

JMidshipmen — Francis  Armstrong,  Thos  O,  Bruff, 
James  S.  Co.xe,  John  Cremer,  Robert  13.  Coffin, 
Richard  Dominick,  Christopher  T.  Emrnet,  Abia- 
ham  Hosack,  Robert  Marshall,  Alexander  M.  Mur- 
ray, Henry  H.  Myers,  Edward  Preble,  Wilson  C. 
Purviance,  Richard  S.  Platt,  Herman  Rutgers,  Isaac 
TI.  Rand,  Nathaniel  B.  Richardson,  Oliver  W.  Wood, 
Thos.  B.  Worthington. 

Sailing  maslers — Richard  J.  Coxe,  Samuel  B. 
Chamberlain,  Thomas  Nichols,  George  Ulrick. 
Boulsivain — Abraham  Walton. 

Sail  maker — George  Parcells. 
jyiarine  corps.  Lieulenanls — Henry  E.  Dix,  James 
M.  Clements,  Charles  Betts. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

Surgeon's  mates — John  A.  Belches,  Leuco  Mitch- 
ell. 

JMidshipmen — Jacob  S.  Allison,  Oscar  Davis,  Ja- 
cob E.  Gillemeyer,  John  Heth,  Alexander  Hosack, 
Richard  Kennon,  Charles  W.  Minchin,  Solomon 
Rutter,  T.  M.  Randolph,  Nehemiah  Tilton.  « 

Georgia.  This  state  has  long  been  subject  to 
strong  political  agitations — one  party  supports  and 
the  other  opp^oses  governor  Clark.  A late  incident 
has  given  new  life  to  their  feuds. 

If  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  becomes  vacant 
by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise,  the  governor 
for  the  time  being,  has  power  to  fill  up  such  va- 
cancy. It  appears  that  col  Hammond,  the  secreta- 
try,  was  absent  about  30  days— which  the  governor 
regarded  as  an  abandonment  of  the  office,  and  he 
appointed  a new  secretary.  Col.  H’s  clerk  refused 
to  give  up  the  keys  and  papers  confided  to  him — 
force  was  resorted  to,  and  the  possession  obtained. 
Shortly  after  this,  col.  Hammond  returned  and  de- 


Plunber.  On  the  capture  of  Havana,  (says  a 
London  paper),  the  value  of  the  conquest  svas  esti- 
mated at  three  millions.  I be  prize  money  distribut- 
ed to  the  army  amounted  to  about  736,0001.  Tlie 
earl  of  Albemaire,  commander  in  chief,  hud  of  thi.s 
nearly  500,000/.  The  second  in  command,  24,  539/. 
The  major  generals  each  6,816/.  The  brigadier 
generals  1,947/.  The  field  officers  563/.  The  cap- 
tains  124/.  The  subalterns  116/.  The  sergeants 
8/.  15s.  The  corporal  61.  I6s,  And  tlie  privates, 
4/.  11s.  Site/,  each  man. 

- Progress  of  steam  boats.  From  the  Monthly 
Magazine  for  July — It  is  little  more  than  ten  years 
since  the  editor  of  this  Magazine  received  a letter 
from  his  friend  Fulton,  in  New  York,  to  apprize 
him  of  the  success  of  his  first  steam  packet  be- 
tween that  city  and  Albany.  The  substance  of  that 
letter  was  inserted  in  the  ^Monthly  Magazine  for 
.March,  1811;  but,  before  it  was  printed,  the  editor 
read  it  to  the  late  e^rd  Stanhope,whose  e.xperiinent3 
on  mechanical  navigation  had  excited  much  atten- 
tion. That  nobleman,  however,  like  the  Douay  pro- 
fessors in  the  case  of  the  telescope,  set  about  to  de- 
monstrate l/ie  impossibility  of  the  thing,  and  convinc- 
ed himself,  if  not  his  auditor,  that  Fuiton  had  misre- 
presented the  fact.  The  letter  however  appeared, 
and  the  attention  of  our  speculative  mechanics  be-- 
ing  drawn  to  the  subject,  tbe.American  steam  boat 
was  not  only  soon  imitated  in  the  rivers  of  Britain, 
but  essentially  improved  by  their  skill  and  science. 
We  have  now,  therefore,  more  than  one  hundred 
steam  vessels  plying  in  various  parts  of  the  empire, 
not  merely  against  the  current  of  our  rivers,  so  as 
to  render  parallel  canals  as  ridiculous  as  the  aque- 
ducts of  the  ancients,  but  performing  their  voyages, 
in  the  face  of  tides  and  winds,  in  the  adjacent  seas. 
Thus  London  and  Edinburgh,  London  and  Calais, 
Liverpool  and  Dublin,  Holyhead  and  Dublin,  Bris- 
tol and  Liverpool,  Brighton  and  Dieppe,  are  now 
connected  by  steam  vessels,  which  perform  their 
voyages  in  measured  time;  but  within  the  past 
month  an  iron  vessel,  of  280  tons  burthen,  has  per- 
formed its  first  voyage  from  London  to  Paris  direct. 
It  reached  Rouen  in  fifty  five  liours,  and  proceed- 
ed from  Rouen  to  Pans  in  a day  and  night,  not- 
withstanding an  accident  in  its  tackle.  We  regard 
this  as  an  event  of  great  social  importance  to  man- 
kind, and  record  it  with  singular  pleasure.  It  is 
the  triumph  of  isolated  genius  over  the  inveterate 
prejudices  of  arrogant  societies,  all  of  whom  have 
virulently  opposed  themselves  V>  the  improvements 
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of  our  age;  and  in  no  case  Jiave  done  more  to  acce- 
lerate them,  than  the  rudest  persons  in  the  commu- 
nity. Tims,  notwithstanding  the  royal  associations 
oi  men  of  science,  France  alone  has  succeeded  in  es- 
tublisiiing  but  two  or  three  steam  vessels.  In  Austria 
Jerome  Bonaparte,  almost  unaided,  has  munificently  ; 
expended  100,000  pounds,  in  vainly  endeavoring 
to  complete  one  to  navigate  the  Danube.  Only 
one  has  been  established  on  the  Adriatic;  and,  if 
one  has  been  started  on  the  Baltic,  it  is  the  specu- 
lation of  a Scotchman.  The  lakes  and  rivers  of 
ISorth  America  are,  nevertheless,  filled  with  them, 
and  we  may  soon  expect  to  hear  of  their  connect- 
ing  the  northern  with  the  southern  continent,  and 
all  parts  of  the  latter  by  means  of  the  vast  rivers 
which  penetrate  the  interior.  The  public  are  now 
awaiting  with  anxiety  the  results  of  Mr.  Griffith’s 
patent  for  steam  land  carriages,  of  the  progress 
•and  experiments  on  which  we  shall  duly  apprize 
bur  readers.  : 

Q^’We  are  curious  to  know  the  amount  of  steam 
boats  in  the  United  States,  and  suppose  they  amount 
to  about  ttvo  hundred^  or  more;  of  which  nearly  one 
half  are  on  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary  streams, 

Indian  opinions.  From  the  Aurora.  Extract 
ofa  letter  written  by  Mr.  Sibley  to  Dr.  Morse.  «1 
have  noticed  Indians  observing,  with  much  appa- 
rent interest,  the  eil'ects  of  our  agricultural  skill, 
our  line  gardens,  abundant  crops,  and  numerous 
comforts  and  conveniences. 

“A  very  sensible  Osage,  tlieJBig  Soldier,  who 
had  twice'  been  at  Washington,  once  said  to  me, 
when  I was  urging  the  subject  of  civilization  upon 
him:  ‘I  see  and  admire  your  manner  of  living,  your 
good  warm  houses,  your  extensive  fields  of  corn, 
your  gardens,  your  cows,  oxen,  work  horses,  wa- 
gons,  and  a thousand  machines  that  I know  not  the 
use  of.  I see  that  you  are  able  to  clothe  yourselves 
even  from  weeds  and  grass.  In  short,  you  can  do 
almost  what  you  please.  You  whites  possess  the 
power  of  subduing  almost  every  animal  to  your 
use.”  But,  after  this  acknowledgment,  on  his  part, 
©f  oursuperior  skill  in  the  various  arts,  and  this  can- 
did  expression  of  his  admiration,  he  continues  thus: 

“You  are  surrounded  by  slaves.  Every  thing 
about  you  is  in  chains,  and  you  are  slaves  yourselves; 

1 fear  if  I should  change  ray  pursuits  for  yours  I 
should  become  a slave.  Talk  to  my  sons;  perhaps 
they  may  be  persuaded  to  adopt  your  fashions,  at 
least  to  recommend  them  to  their  sons;  but  for  my- 
self, I was  bom  free!  and  wish  to  die  free!!  I am 
peifectly  content  with  my  condition.  The  forests 
and  rivers  supply  all  the  wants  of  nature  in  plenty; 
and  there  is  no  lack  of  white  people  to  purchase 
the  produce  of  our  labor.” 

Tub  ancient  world.  As  the  workmen  were  en- 
gaged in  excavating  the  earth  for  the  foundation  of 
a culvert,  over  Sandy  Creek,  N.  Y.  about  20  miles 
from  Rochester,  on  the  route  of  the  great  canal, 
they  struck  upon  a vein  of  salt  water  of  very  uncom- 
mon strength— about  three  times  as  strong  as  any 
other  water  hitherto  discovered;  and  it  is  said  that 
the  spring  may  be  wrought  to  advantage.  Mr.  Ham- 
lin, the  owner  of  the  land,  in  a letter  on  the  subject, 
gays — <«it  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  spring  is 
attended  by  most  of  the  usual  associations — as  secon- 
dary rocks;  day,  in  its  usual  state,  and  indurated; 
sandstone,  elephants*  teeth,  &c.**  | 

And  then  adds — “A  day  or  two  since,  the  same 
workmen,  pursuing  their  excavation  in  the  bed  of 
the  creek,  found,  at  the  dept  of  12  or  14  inches  from 
tljQ  si^rface,  ^mth  of  uworomoia  size,  weighing  ?lbs; 


and  2oz.  It  must  have  measured,  when  entire,  at 
least  8 inches  in  length,  and  it  is  13  inches  in  cir- 
cumference. The  tooth  appears  be  one  of  the  mo- 
lares  or  grinders,  and  the  end  or  surface  is  deep- 
ly indented,  forming  three  prominent,  pointed^ 
and  parallel  ridges  across  it.  The  extremity  of 
the  root  has  either  decayed  and  crumbled  off,  or 
has  been  broken  off  witli  some  violence;  what  re- 
mains of  the  tooth  (say  6 inches  in  length)  is  en- 
tirely sound,  and  so  bard,  that  a Jile  will  scarce- 
ly make  an  impression  upon  it.  It  has  become  a 
jet  black,  except  some  portions  of  the  surface, 
which  have  received  a peculiar  polish,  apparently 
from  the  action  of  the  opposing  tooth,  when  in  use 
by  the  animal.  These  portions  have  retained  their 
native  white  and  the  polish  is  ofsin:h  freshness  and 
brilliancy,  as  if  the  tooth  had  been  in  its  natural  and 
accustomed  use  but  yesterday;  a strong  proof  how 
indestructible  are  the  materials  of  its  composition. 
Several  gentlemen  of  information,  and  some  re- 
spectable for  science,  have  examined  the  tooth,  and 
expressed  an  opinion  that  it  must  have  belonged 
once  to  a mammoth.  It  may  have  belonged  to  an 
elephant  (although  considered  exotic)  that  might 
have  strayed  hither  by  the  way  of  Kamschatka,, 
before  the  Asiatic  and  American  continents  were 
separated;  and,  allured  by  the  quiet  seclusion  of 
this  deep  and  solitary  dell,  and  above  all,  by  the 
salt  licks  which  abound  in  it,  lingering  about  it, 
till,  overtaken  by  old  age,  or  the  swifter  messenger, 
lurking  in  an  uncongenial  climate,  he  laid  his  bones 
here,  which  may  now  be  reposing  undisturbed  ift 
the  bed  of  the  creek  above. 

“The  tooth  in  question  must  doubtless  have  be- 
longed to  some  animal  altogether  larger  than  anjr 
no-w  known  to  our  forests;  yet,  to  what  animal  or  by 
what  means,  it  was  deposited  in  the  bed  of  Sandy 
Creek,  is  a question  to  be  solved  by  the  ingenious 
philosopher  and  naturalist.” 

Salmon  river  falls.  A few  weeks  ago  T visited 
this  spot,  situated  in  Orwell,  Oswego  county,  on  the 
Great  Salmon  river,  about  10  miles  above  what  is 
called  the  Lower  Bridge  at  Pulaski  Village.  Sur- 
rounded by  a lofty  forest  of  beech  and  maple,  as 
you  approach  it,  from  the  public  road,  the  ear  is 
agreeably  exercised  by  the  sound  of  its  tumbling 
waters,  until  proceeding  on  almost  to  the  verge  of 
the  chasm,  a sudden  burst  affords  a full  view  of  it» 
grandeur  and  sublimity.  The  fall,  a perpendicular 
rock,  of  107  feet,  composed  of  slate  stone  and  gra- 
nite. The  bank  of  the  river  ascends  from  above 
and  below  the  falls,  about  90  feet  higher  than  the 
summit  of  the  water:  and  from  the  foot  of  the  falls 
to  the  summit  of  the  adjoining  bank,  the  height  is, 
at  the  least  calculation,  200  feet,  composed  of  a simi- 
lar formation.  At  the  foot  of  the  falls  the  prospect 
is  awfully  pleasing.  In  looking  up  the  bank  of  200 
feet,  huge  ledges  of  rock,  apparently  hanging  by 
a single  stratum,  threaten  horribly  the  below;  whilst 
the  mist  and  spray  refract  the  rays  of  the  sun  in  ali 
their  prismatic  variety.  The  water  below  the  falls 
for  some  distance  is  kept  in  constant  commotion 
from  the  first  impulse;  here  is  trout  in  abundance, 
and  it  is  the  head  of  passage  for  salmon  which  as- 
cend this  river. 

At  the  summit  of  the  falls  the  scenery  is  impres- 
sively romantic.  When  the  river  is  at  its  heighth, 
a sheet  of  250  feet  in  width  glides  unhurried  and 
smoothly  on  for  some  distance  above,  until  arrivlng^ 
at  the  precipice,  it  plunges  off,  with  “roar  tremen- 
dous.” This  place  seems  like  a sudden  bresiking  off 
of  nature:  all  is  order  and  symmetry  above  the  fall^j> 
bu!tatftndb9l(m  then}  9 gi^tain^ubUinQ  want  of  bar- 
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Jtiony  affords  a spectacle  of  venerable  grandeur  and 
picturesque  scenery,  which  just  such  a combination 
can  only  exhibit. 

The  place  has  been  visited  by  several  scientific 
gentlemen,  who  pronounce  it  next  to  the  falls  of  Ni- 
agar.'i;  for  one  of  those  curiosities  in  nature  which 
abounds  in  materials  for  the  painter,  naturalist,  and 
mineralogist;  and  to  less  inquisitive  visitants,  it  can- 
not but  afford  amusement  to  the  senses,  and  a con- 
vincing proof  to  the  heart  of  the  infinite  resources 
cf  the  divine  architect.  Anon, 


Progress  of  Methodists.  Extract  from  the  “Mi- 
Tiutes  of  the  Annual  Conferences  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Clmrch,'*  for  the  year  1822,  just  pub- 
lished. 

liishops  and  superintendents—  JVilliain  KendreCt 
Enoch  George^  Robert  It.  Roberts. 

Travelling  preachers,  . ...  1106 


Preachers  admitted  on  trial  this  year,  . 185 

remaining  on  trial  . . 124 

admitted  into  full  connexion  . 92 

located  this  year  ...  87 

ipeacons  155 

Elders  elected  and  ordained  this  year  . luO 

^Supernumerary  preachers  ...  24 

Jyuporanuated  preachers  ...  71 

Ministers  expelled  from  connexion  this  year  2 

' withdrawn  ....  0 

died 3 


JVwnbers  in  society. 


Whites. 

Colored. 

Total. 

®hio  conference 

34,336 

205 

34,541 

3 ntucky  do. 

20,846 

2,859 

23,723 

Irfi&scun  do. 

9,161 

288 

9,449 

T'unessee  do. 

15.823 

1,810 

17,633 

?.■:  ‘.>iHsippi  do. 

4,531 

1,020 

5,551 

S Carolina  do. 

21,290 

12,906 

34,796 

Virgmia  do. 

19,329 

6,625 

25,954 

Haltirnore  do. 

28,265 

9,616 

37,881 

Philadelphia  do. 

26,500 

8,270 

34,770 

New-York  do. 

25,557 

442 

25,999 

N.  England  do. 

19,807 

217 

20,024 

Genessee  do. 

27,182 

119 

27,301 

Total 

263,045 

44,377 

297,622 

Total  last  year  281,146 


Increase  this  year  16,476 

The  Newburg  letters.  From  the  Salem  Gazette, 

Judge  Johnson,  in  his  life  of  general  Greene,  re- 
marks, that  “popular  opinion  has  attributed  them 
loan  individual,  (general  Armstrong)  who  has  been 
satisfied  to  compound  for  the  doubt  cast  upon  his 
morals,  by  enjoying  the  eclat  of  giving  birth  to 
such  brilliant  productions.” 

The  judge  controverts  this  opinion,  and  says, 
“we  think  ourselves  in  possession  ofaclueto  trace 
out  the  leader  of  the  boldest  and  most  portentuous 
intrigue  that  ever  threatened  the  liberties  of  this 
country.  If  there  ever  was  in  the  United  States  a 
man  whose  bold  and  decisive  character,  whose  po- 
pular eloquence,  nerve  of  style,  and  vigor  of  con- 
ception, qualified  him  more  than  any  other  for  the 
author  of  these  letters,  and  the  leader  of  that  un- 
dertaking, it  was  the  author  of  a private  letter  to 
gen.  Greene.”  which  is  dated  Feb.  11,  1783^  and  in- 
serted. 

The  judge,  in  a note,  says,  Governeur  Morris 
was  the  writer;  but  remarks,  that  gen.  G.  “was 
fully  apprised  of  the  writer’s  intimate  connection 
with  the  public  creditors,  to  a greater  amount  pro- 
bably than  any  other  man  in  the  union,”  and  that 


general  Greene  “w.as  not  deceived  by  his  spe- 
cious affectation  of  disinterestedness  and  public 
spirit.” 

The  famous  Newburg  letters  appeared  March 
10,  1783.  

FOREIGN  NEW'S. 

From  London  papers  of  the  31  st  Jidy. 

Great  Jiiiudn  and  h eland.  No  matter  of  import- 
ance as  happening  in  these,  l.as  been  received  since 
our  last.  The  distresses  of  the  latter  are  yet  on 
the  increase.  In  one  district,  (Mayo),  containing 

300.000  inhabitants,  there  were  only  40,000  who 
were  not  dependent  on  weekly  charity. 

It  is  thouglit  lliut  150,000  English  and  Irish  peo- 
ple of  property  reside  on  the  continent.  At  Paris 
20,000,  with  the  duke  of  Hamilton  and  earls  Stair 
and  Fife,  the  persons  named  sjiendi ng  about 
100,000/.  a year.  At  Geneva,  a member  of  parlia- 
ment, and  many  tilled  persons.  Ai  Rome,  the  duke 
of  Leeds  and  marchioness  of  Bute,  with  1500  fami- 
lies. Near  Bordeaux,  lord  Moutford  and  2,000 
others.  At  Tours  4,000.  At  Boulogne  there  are 

6.000  English,  “4,000  of  whom  are  entitled  to  some 
compassion,  being  half  pay’  ofiicer.s,  who  cannot  live 
without  wine.”  At  Brussels,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Arno  and  through  Italy,  Switzerland  and  France, 
they  are  every  w’here  to  be  found.  It  is  added  to 
the  account,  that  prince  Leopold  very  naturally  ex- 
pends his  50,000  pounds  a year  among  his  German 

I cousins. 

It  has  been  pompously  stated  that  the  London 
I “Times,”  when  published  on  tw'o  sheets,  coiuained 
i 830  advertisements.  The  New-York  Gazette,  pub- 
lished on  one  sheet,  not  unfrequently  contains  as 
many. 

France,  Violent  debates  still  .agitate  the  cham- 
ber of  deputies.  'Fhe  conduct  of  the  ministry  to- 
wards Spain  and  the  Greeks  has  been  severely  re- 
‘ prehended.  A motion  was  made  to  reduce  the  ex- 
I penses  on  account  of  the  secret  police  of  Paris  in 
' the  sum  of  two  millions  of  francs,  by  which  we  may 

I’ judge  of  the  extent  of  the  spy -system. 

Spain.  The  Paris  editors  have  hatched  a com- 
plete  revolution  in  Spain,  and  the  release  of  the 
king  from  the  hands  of  the  “jacobins,”  saying  that 
Morillo  had  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  party 
in  favor  of  absolute  royally:  but  there  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  any  truth  in  ilvose  stories.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  seems  that  the  constitutionalists  were  get- 
ting strength  and  solidity,  Gen.  Foy  stated  in  the 
French  chamber  of  deputies  that  the  min  isters  of 
the  king  of  France  were  answerable  for  the  blood 
shed  in  Spain.  He  also  spoke  freely  of  the  troops 
stationed  on  the  Spanish  frontier,  and  ridiculed  the 
idea  that  they  formed  a cordon  snnitaire — the  yellow 
fever  had  ceased  for  eiglit  months!  The  answers 
of  the  French  ministers  were,  that  the  king  had 
pledged  himself  to  maintain  the  cordon  aanitairet 
that  it  was  to  protect  against  not  only  pestilence, 
but  insults;  that  the  welfare  of  Spain  would  not  be 
found  but  in  the  support  of  a strong  monarchical 
authority;  that  the  French  government  might  be 
on  the  alert  to  discharge  the  duty  of  a faithful  ally; 
and,  lastly,  that  it  was  essential  to  preserve  “tho.se 
great  attributes  inseparable  from  monarchies,  the 
inviolability  and  safety  of  kingsf  So  no  doubt  re- 
mains that  it  is  the  design^  of  the  French  ministry 
to  act  against  constitutional  liberty  in  Spain,  on 
the  first  opportunity:  but,  perhaps,  a spark  from 
the  altar  of  the  revolution,  may  blow  themselves 
up — to  which  we  have  no  manner  of  objection. 

It  appears  that  Algiers  is  on  the  point  of  deckar- 
ing  war  against  Spain — the  non-payment  of  the  tri' 
bute  is  the  excuse  for  or  cause  of  it . 
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The  kinjTjy  is  closely  watched — and  persons  are 
prevented  from  “abusing  him  by  whispering  politi- 
cal .‘•ugg  .stions  m his  royal  ear.”  ^ 

Russia.  A letter  from  St.  Petersburgh,  of  the 
loth  July,  gives  as  frightful  accounts  of  the  de- 
plorable state  of  the  Russian  peasantry,  as  the 
letters  from  Ireland  *contain  of  the  wretched 
sufferings  of  that  population.  The  farmers  can 
get  no  buyers  for  their  produce,  and  the  people 
are  perishing  with  Itunger.  f he  nobles,  so  far 
from  reaping  benefit  from  their  possessions,  find 
themselves  obliged  to  purclmsc  food  for  their  slaves. 
There  is  plenty  of  food,  but  the  great  mass  of  con 
fmn>ers  have  no  money.  At  Odessa,  wheat  brought 
from  the  iiiterior  of  Poland  and  Husshi,  is  worth  no 
more  than  fifteen  shillings  a quarter,  and  other  de 
scriptions  of  grain  are  low  in  proportion.  The 
great  bulk  of  his  imperiol  inajesty’s  subjects  are  la- 
boring under  Uie  deepest  distress. 

Turkey.  It  is  distincl'iy  stated,  that  the  Turks, 
ins  end  of  evacuating  the  provinces  of  Moldavia  and 
Wallacida,  aie  strengthenn  g the  garrisons  in  them. 
’"J'he  Russian  army,-  except  the  imperial  guards,  re- 
mainc-d  in  statu  quo. 

On  the  eve  of  the  feast  of  Bairam,  the  22d  of  June, 
the  Greeks,  Stimulated  to  vengeance  by  the  rava- 
ges at  Scio,  gallantly  conducted  three  fire  ships 
into  the  Turkish  fleet,  by  which  the  admiral’s  ship 
aiK'l  some  others  were  in  flames.  Many  lives  were 
lost  - the  but'dier,  the  captain  pacha,  half-roasted 
to  denn,  whs  landed  on  Scio,  and  there  died  in  tor- 
ments. file  amount  of  the  destruction  is  not  stat- 
ed; but  the  news  of  the  event  had  produced  an 
extraordinary  sensation  at  Constantinople,  and  rais- 
ed the  fury  of  the  soldiers  to  the  highest  pitch;  and 
a letter  from  that  city  says  that  the  “affairs  of  the 
Morea  assume  a dismal  aspect  for  the  Porte.”  How 
glorious  would  it  be,  if  this  oppressed  people  shall 
shake  off  the  chains  of  l.he  barbarians,  unaided  by 
their  Christian  neighbors? 

An  article  from  Corfu  states,  that  the  Greek  go- 
vernment has  adopted  a new  mode  of  paying  its 
troops.  It  has  substituted  land  for  money;  and  the 
sequestration  of  all  the  domains  belonging  to  the 
Sultan,  the  Vakoufs,  and  the  Mosques,  affords  an 
extent  of  territory  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the 
services  of  a large  arnny  for  a number  of  years.  By 
a decree,  issued  at  Corinth  on  the  19th  of  May  last, 
the  soldiers  already  enrolled,  and  those  who  may 
hereafter  enlist,  are  to  receive;  an  acre  of  land  per 
month  as  long  as  they  continue  to  serve  the  state; 
so  that  if  the  war  should  linger  on  for  several  years, 
every  private  will  find  liimself,  at  its  close,  not  only 
a free  man,  but  a landed  proprietor.  Those  who 
may  be  called  upon  to  serve  beyond  the  frontiers  of 
the  Morea  are  to  receive  an  acre  and  a half  per 
month.  ^The  rights  of  those  killed  in  battle  will 
descend  to  their  heirs,  who  v/ill  receive  for  the 
whole  amount  of  the  time  which  the  deceased  haa 
engaged  to  serve.  Those  incapacitated  by  wounds 
are  to  be  considered  as  having  completed  their  en- 
gagement. 

Smyrna,  May  29— -Amongst  the  number  of  pri- 
vate circumstances,  the  follow'ing  is  guaranteed  by 
several  e3’e-witnesses.  A young  Greek  female, 
sixteen  or  seventeen  years  of  age,  of  great  beauty, 
was  carried  offby  an  Arab,  who  sold  her  to  a 'Furk 
for  300  piastres.  Shortly  afterwards  he  offered 
3,000  piastres  to  her  new  master  for  the  re  purchase 
of  this  beautiful  Chiot.  The  Turk,  who  already 
felt  a sentiment  of  love,  refused  the  money.  The 
Arab  proceeded  to  the  market,  met  the  Turk,  and 
wanted  to  com])ei  him  resture  the  slave  on  receiv- 
ing  300  piastres,  the  original  price.  The  Turk 


opposed  this,  and  high  words  arose;  the  Arab,  at 
length,  in  a transport  of  anger,  said,  ‘you  shall  not 
have  her,’  and,  taking  out  his  pistol,  lodged  the 
contents  in  her  bosom;  she  fell  and  expired.  The 
Turk  embraced  the  inanimate  body,  and  mingled 
his  tears  with  its  blood.  Recovering  himself,  he 
presented  himself  before  the  captain  Pacha  and 
demanded  justice.  ‘You  shall  have  it,*  said  the 
grand  admiral,  ‘Do  you  know  the  murderer?’ — 
‘Yes;’  ‘Let  all  the  Arabs  be  arrested  and  brought 
before  me,*  The  order  was  executed,  and  the 
Turk  pointed  out  the  guilty  individual.  ‘Draw  thy 
sabre  and  cut  off  bis  head.’  The  Turk  declined 
the  office,  which  was  then  performed  by  the  execu- 
tioner 

L?Eaton,  in  his  survey  of  the  Turkish  empire, 
relates  the  following  anecdotes  in  illustration  of  the 
temper  of  the  Turks  towards  the  Christians.  “It 
is  not  50  years  since  the  grand  vizier.  Gin  Ali  Pa- 
cha, advised  the  divan  to  confine  all  the  ambassa- 
dors to  a small  island  near  Constantinople,  as  lepers 
or  other  infectious  and  unclean  persons.  In  1756, 
the  sieur  Du  Val,  drogoman  to  the  French  ambas- 
sador, M.  de  Vergennes,  having  announced  the 
double  bond  of  alliance  and  marriage  which  had 
united  his  court  with  the  house  of  Austria,  receiv- 
ed from  the  Reis  Eflendi  no  other  answer  than  that 
“the  sublime  Porte  did  not  trouble  itself  about  the 
union  of  one  hog  with  another.”  This  marriage 
was  not  very  agreeable  news  to  the  Porte.  A simi- 
lar  answer  was  given  by  vizier  Kimperli  to  the 
French  ambassador,  monsieur  de  la  Haye,  even  in 
the  brilliant  era  of  Louis  XIV.  when  that  minister 
announced  the  splendid  success  of  his  sovereigai 
over  the  Spaniards,  the  vizier  replied,  with  the  bar- 
barous  insolence  of  an  Ottoman  satrap,  “what  care 
I whether  the  dog  eat  the  hog,  or  the  hog  eat  the 
dog,  so  that  the  interests  of  my  sovereign  prosper!” 

Further  to  shew  the  character  of  this  ‘legitimate’ 
government,  it  was  proposed  in  the  divan,  (when 
the  Greeks  rose  to  emancipate  themselves  at  the 
time  when  Russia  was  at  war  with  the  Turks),  to 
put  ali  of  them  to  death — six  or  seven  millions  of 
people;  but  the  project  was  defeated  on  the  score 
of  interest,  it  being  asked  how  the  capiti.tion  tax 
could  be  supplied? 

Africa.  The  British  government  now  have  pos- 
session of  the  establishments  on  the  coast  that  here- 
tofore belonged  to  the  African  company,  and  they 
are  placed  under  the  restrictions  of  the  colonial 
laws.  The  governor-general  is  sir  Charles  McCar- 
thy. Com.  Mends,  the  naval  commander,  has  a 
frigate  and  several  smaller  vessels  under  his  charge 
— He  appears  to  be  an  active  and  vigilant  officer, 
and  a worthy  man,  affording  aid  and  assistance  libe- 
rally to  strangers  on  the  coast.  He  has  had  the 
command  about  eight  months,  during  which  his 
squadron  has  captured  eight  slave  vessels,  with  1856 
slaves  on  board — in  one  case,  after  a smart  resis- 
tance, in  which  severally  of  the  dealers  in  blood 
were  happily  killed — as  we  wish  tliat  all  engaged 
in  it  may  be. 


Treaty  of  Ghent. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Fuller,  Memter  of  Congress  from 
Massachusetts. 

Boston,  3d  September,  1822. 

TO  THE  EDITOnS  OF  TEE  BOSTON  P4.Tttia'r. 

Gentlemen .-  Having  seen  in  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer of  the  27th  of  August,  a letter  fcom  Mr. 
Floyd,  of  Virginia,  in  which  he  speaks  of*the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Adams  “in  procuring  Mr.  Fuller  to 
make  the  call”  for  Mr.  Russell’s  letter  and  Mr.  A’s 
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remarks  in  relation  to  the  Client  treaty,  I am  in- 
duced, with  great  reluctance,  to  address  you  a line 
on  that  subject,  for  pulihcation.  My  great  aversion 
to  appear,  without  evident  necessity,  in  the  news- 
papers, alone  withheld  me  from  this  coiiise,  on  ob- 
serving that  Mr.  Russell,  in  his  letter,  republished 
in  the  National  Intelligencer  on  the  3d  of  July, 
says,  Mr.  .\dams  “sought  for  a member  who  would 
coy.sent  to  make  the  cidl.”  “To  one  member  Irom 
Massachusetts,  at  least,  he  had  applied  in  vain,  be- 
foie  he  finally  succeeded  in  hts  object.” 

It  \t perVeclly  obvious,  on  being  informed  by 
the  president’s  message  of  t’ue  4th  of  May,  that  Mr. 
RusseH’s  private  letter  on  the  Chent  ncgociation, 
was  to  be  seen  by  gentlemen  who  might  call  at  the 
department  of  state,  that"  it  would  be  immediately 
published  in  the  newspapers.  The  message  also 
stated  the  wish  of  the  secretary  of  state  to  liave 
the  letter  comn.unicated  to  congress,  together  with 
his  remarksexplanatoiy  of  its  contents.  This  course 
appeared  to  me  perfectly  fair,  and,  in  supporting 
the  motion  which  I had  submitted  for  the  purpose, 
I assigned,  among  other  reasons,  the  palpable  un- 
fairness of  making  the  letter  public^  while  the  an 
sver  was  suppressed.  Several  members,  with  whom 
I conversed,  concurred  with  me  entirely  in  the 
propriety  of  having  both  communicated  together. 
It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  very  singular  that  any 
censure  could  be  attached  to  Mr.  Adams,  even  had 
he,  as  alleged,  requested  or  “procured”  the  call.  I 
do,  however,  explicitly'  declare,  that  neither  JMr 
Adams,  nor  any  other  person,  either  requested  or  *^pro- 
cured'*’  me  to  move  the  call,  or  to  do  ojiy  thing  in  rda. 
tion  to  it. 

[ regretted  the  absence  of  Mr.  Russell,  and  did 
not  know  of  his  intention  to  depart  from  Washing- 
ton until  he  was  actually  gone.  Had  he  been  pre- 
sent, however,  it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  he  could 
have  any  objection  to  the  resolution,  and  it  would 
not  have  prevented  the  support  1 gave  it. 

Mr.  Floyd’s  remarks,  in  opposition  to  the  resolu- 
tion, appear  to  me  more  accurately  stated  in  his 
letter  than  as  reported  in  the  Intelligencer;  but  the 
addition  which  he  has  supplied  seems  not  material, 
in  my  view,  for  his  “justification.” 

Permit  me  to  add,  that,  while  I regret  extremely 
the  unfortunate  occasion,  1 nevertheless  rejoice  in 
perceiving  that  it  has  produced  a full  developemcnt 
of  the  import  and  bearings  of  several  important 
points,  which  required  only  to  be  understood  to 
allay  the  jealousies  so  natural,  but  I trust  so  un- 
founded, between  the  different  sections  of  our 
country. 

Yours,  respectfully,  T.  FULLER. 


Bank  of  the  United  State.?. 

PUIL-VDELPHIA,  Sept.  7. 

At  the  general  triennial  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  United*^  States,  held  by 
adjournment  at  their  hall,  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  Friday,  the  6th  of  September,  1822, 
Thomas  Eilicott,  esq.  in  the  chair, 

William  Meredith,  secretary. 

The  committee  of  inspection  and  investigation, 
appointed  on  Monday  last,  the  2d  inst.  reported 
as  follows: 

“Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  state  of  the  bank,  under  the  ap- 
pointment of.  the  2d  inst.  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
the  reasonable  expectation  entertained  by  the  meet 
ing  of  the  arrival  of  delegates  from  among  tlie  dis- 
tant  stockholders,  has  not  been  realized;  'and  they 
regret  to  add,  that,  in  consequence  of  pressing  and 


unavoidable  engagements,  tf  a public  and  private 
nature,  some  of  the  geutierreii  coujposmg  : n im- 
portant part  of  )our  com.mittec,  have  been  con- 
strained to  return  home. 

Under  such  ciiv  umstances,  your  committee,  after 
having  made  some  progress  in  the  investigation 
confided  to  them,  by  the  perusal  of  a \ariety  of 
interesting  documents,  ennnetly  il!ust;-ali\ e (if  the 
I past  and  present  condition  of  the  bank,  re  dei  ply 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  the  present  rr.etlmg 
to  its  future  prosperity  and  welfare,  and  how  ex- 
I Iremely  desirable  it  is  to  obtain,  if  practic.ible,  a 
full  representation  of  stockholders  from  places  at 
present  unrepresented;  mote  especial!}  as  the  no- 
tiheation  of  the  president  of  the  bank,  of  July  last, 
gives  us  emphatically  to  understand  tliat  he  ii 
'about  to  retire  from  his  present  trust.  'I'iie  expe- 
diency of  a free  interchange  of  opinion  as  to  the 
person  who  shall  be  Ins  successor,  confers  iqton  this 
last  considera’ion  a peculiar  interest,  wldn.li  it  would 
be  an  affectation  of  delicacy  Lo  coticeal  or  to  attempt 
to  repress. 

With  the  hope,  therefore,  of  obtaining  an  acces- 
sion to  their  numbers  from  ihediffereni  places  most 
interested  in  the  bank,  t our  committee  have  ad- 
journed to  .Monday,  the  23d  of  September  instant, 
and,  to  promote  the  object  of  their  own  adjourn- 
ment, they  would  beg  le  ave  most  respectfully  to 
submit  the  following  resolution  for  the  adoption 
of  the  present  meeting: 

Jlesotved,  Tliat  tlie  triennial  meciing  of  the  stock- 
holders (;f  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stutts,  now  con- 
vened, do  adjourn  to  Saturday,  the  21st  cf  Septem- 
ber, instant,  for  the  purpose  of  alfording  time  for 
the  distant  stockholders  to  assemble,  citlier  in 
person  or  by  proxy,  in  order  that  the  vacancies  in 
the  present  committee  of  investigation  may  be  fill- 
ed; and  for  the  promotion  of  which,  be  it  further 
resolved,  that  the  chairman  of  the  meeting  be  re- 
quested to  address  letters  to  the  different  offices 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  earne.sily  si  licit- 
ing  a call  of  the  stockholders,  for  the  appointment 
of  the  delegates  in  question,  to  convene  at  the  pe- 
riod previously  mentioned.” 

Vf  hereupon,  the  said  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted,  and  this  meeting  adjourned  accordingly, 
to  Saturday,  the  21st  cf  September  instant,  at  12 
o’clock. 

THOMAS  ELLICOTT,  Chairman. 

W:>r.  MunEmTif,  Scc’ry. 


Florida. 

The  legislative  conned  of  Florida  met  and  or- 
ganized at  Fensacola  on  the  22d  July.  The  governor 
administered  the  oath  to  tlie  members  4o  support 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  &c.  A mo- 
tion  was  made  by  Mr.  Miller  to  proceed  to  elect  a 
president— the  council  adjourned  without  going 
into  an  election.  On  the  23d  the  council  having 
met,  Mr.  Bronaugh  was  called  to  the  chair,  when 
they  proceeded  to  elect  a president,  and  the  choice 
was  unanimous  oi'  James  C.  Uronaugh,  esq.  of  I’en- 
sacola. 

The  president  then  made  his  acknowledgments 
to  the  council,  in  the  following  neat  and  appro- 
priate address. 

Gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council: 

The  flattering  manner  in  which  you  have  called 
me  to  preside  over  this  honorable  body,  has  ex- 
cited in  my  mind  emotions  which  1 shall  not  attempt 
to  describe.  I should,  however,  do  great  injustice 
to  my  feelings,  were  Ito  withhold  from  you  an  ex- 
pression  of  my  sincere  and  greatful  acknowledge 
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m^nts  for  this  distinguished  mark  of  your  confi. 
dence. 

C'-nscious  of  possessing  but  little  practical  ex- 
pericu'te  of  the  forms  of  legislation,  I am  but  too 
bensib.e  of  my  inadequacy  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  e*^5*iion  assigned  me,  in  a manner  calculated 
to  meet  even  your  most  just  expectations — I there- 
fore assume  its  functions  with  great  difbdence,  and 
the  mD"'  anxious  solicitude  for  the  resultT~confi.- 
dently  relying  on  your  liberality  for  a charitable 
indulge  uce  ofany  errors  which  1 may  commit,  and 
on  your  \visdorn  for  guidance  and  support — all  I 
dare  promise,  is  rectitude  ol  intention,  strict  im- 
partiality, and  a constant,  zealous  exertion,  on  my 
part,  so  to  discharge  th^  duties  assigned  me,  as  to 
merit  your  approbation. 

As  the  first  legislative  body  assembled  in  this 
terriiory,  we  are  called  upon  to  perform  a task  of 
gr^at  irriportance  to  its  future  welfare — we  are  re- 
quired to  iay  the  foundation  of  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment of  a Temtory,  which,  at  present,  although 
but  little  known,  is  perhaps  destined,  at  no  very 
distant  day,  to  become  one  of  the  most  wealthy 
and  respectable  members  of  the  American  con- 
federacy. Let  us,  therefore,  unite  in  the  work 
with  luu  rr  ony  and  good  will,  and  by  the  usefulness 
of  our  labors,  satisfy  the  ejvpectations  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Florida,  and  justify  the  confidence  of  the 
president  and  congress  of  the  United  States. 

Ti  he  council  then  proceeded  to  elect  their  officers 
— -v.hen  .John  Coppinger  Connor  was  chosen  clerk 
and  Jabez  N.  Brown  was  elected  sergeant  at  arms. 

The  council  being  now  organized, 

Mr.  Murray  moved,  that  the  governor  be  inform- 
ed that  the  legislative  council  is  now  ready  to 
proceed  to  business.  And  Messrs,  ^^llle^  and 
Gaither  were  appointed  a committee  for  that  Pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Miller  reported,  that  the  committee  had 
waited  on  .the  governor  and  received  far  answer, 
that  he  would  immediately  communicate  his  mes- 
sage to  the  council. 

On  motion — 

Messrs.  Law,  Call  and  Murray,  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  draft  rules  a,nd  regulations  for  the 
house. 

A message  was  received  from  the  governor,  by 
col.  Walton,  secretary,  and  was  read  as  follows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council-. 

Circumstances,  over  which  we  had  no  con.troul, 
have  prevented  us  from  meeting  earlier;  I trust, 
however,  no  serious  inconvenience  will  result  from 
the  dclav. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  some  few  of 
the  many  subjects  on  which  you  will  find  it  neces- 
sary to  legislate— -the  superior  courts  for  this  ter- 
ritory cannot  exercise  jurisdiction  in  matters  of 
debt  or  contract,  under  one  hundred  dollars;  in- 
ferior courts  ought,  therefore,  to  be  established 
for  the  purpose  of  .adjucating  upon  such  small  sums, 
and  with  such  further  powers  as  may  be  thought 
expedient  and  warranted  by  the  organic  law  -as  also 
to  be  intrusted  with  the  controul  over  roads,  mills, 
ferries  and  other  matters  of  police  within  their 
respective  counties.  They  should  also  possess  the 
power  to  try  all  offenders  in  penal  and  criminal 
cases,  not  made  capital  by  the  acts  of  congress. 

Some  provisions  are  required  by  which  the 
causes  now  pending  in  the  several  courts  of  Flo- 
rida may  be  transferred  to  the  superior  courts,  and 
to  such  inferior  tribunals  as  you  may  create. 

In  all  cases  of  a penal  or  criminal  character  the 
common  law  is  better  calculated,  than  any  other,  to 
iiecure  the  accused  a fair  and  impartial  trial.  By , 


the  act  of  congress  establishing  the  government  of 
the  territory  of  Florida,  the  laws  in  force  at  the 
passage  of  the  act,  not  inconsistent  with  the  con- 
stitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  relat- 
ing to  Florida,  as  declared  by  the  act,  shall  con- 
tinue in  force,  until  altered,  modified  or  repealed 
by  the  legislature. 

The  uncertainty  as  to  the  laws  actually  in  force 
in  Florida,  renders  it  your  duty  to  give  to  the  ter- 
ritory the  basis  of  such  a code,  as  oan  be  clearly  and 
certainly  understood  by  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple. Th^  civil  code,  as  in  force  under  the  Spanish 
government,  was  not  always  the  same  in  her  several 
provinces:  many  of  her  laws  were  of  necessity  local 
in  their  character,  and  rested  on  decrees,  and  ordi- 
nances not  now  to  be  obtained. 

I advise,  therefore,  that  the  common  law  be 
adopted  as  the  basis  of  our  code,  engrafting  upon 
it  such  provisions  of  the  civil  law,  as  are  best  cal- 
culated to  secure  to  our  citizens  an  ample,  speedy 
and  certain  redress  for  any  injuries  they  may  sus- 
tain. 

That  there  exist  serious  objections  to  the  com- 
-mon  law,  cannot  be  denied.  Too  often  we  see 
justice  yielding  her  best  and  most  sacred  rights  to 
the  skill  of  the  cunning  pleader,  or  fettered  under 
its  unbending  forms  and  rigid  rules;  yet,  divest  it  of 
these  evils;  call  in  the  aid  of  the  civil  law  to  sim- 
plyfy  the  rules  and  forms  of  judicial  proceeding, 
and  to  do  away  the  absurd  fictions  on  which  several 
of  the  common  law  actions  rest,  and  you  may  com- 
bine whatever  is  excellent  in  both  systems,  and 
avoid  whatever  is  objectionable  in  either,  as  a dis- 
tinct code.  The  civil  law  has  long  been  in  force 
in  Florida;  the  titles  to  real  and  personal  estate 
being  founded  upon  it  you  cannot  make  any  radical 
alteration  so  as  to  alfect  existing  rights. 

It  will  readily  occur  to  you,  gentlemen,  that  a re- 
venue is  indespensably  necessary  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses which  must  arise  in  the  execution  of  our 
local  laws;  and  the  subjects  proper  for  taxation,  to 
meet  this  object,  will  claim  your  attention. 

Gentlemen  of  the  legislative  council,  the  subjects 
on  which  you  will  necessarily  be  compelled  to  le- 
gislate, are  so  various,  that,  to  call  your  attention 
specially  to  each  of  them,  would  be  as  tedious  as  it 
is  unnecessary.  To  regulate  with  prudence  and 
wisdom  the  government  of  the  territory,  is  not 
less  your  desire  than  mine.  The  interest,  feeling 
and  wishes  of  the  people  who  have  lately  become 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be  consult- 
ed, an4  treated  with  candor  and  liberality.  Let 
us,  by  our  acts,  prove  to  them,  that  they  are  regard- 
ed by  *us  as  brothers  of  the  same  great  family. 

Gentlemen,  I rely  with  confidence  on  yoar  sup- 
port, and,  with  candor  and  promptness  on  my  part, 
you  shall  ever  find  me  ready  to  sanction  and  exe- 
cute such  of  your  acts  as  will  tend  to  the  harmony 
and  prosperity  of  our  new  country.  That  Florida 
will,  in  a few  years,  assume  a rank  among  the  states 
of  our  great  and  happy  union,  if  her  citizens  are 
united  and  her  government  just  and  wise,  cannot 
be  doubted, 

On  these  preat  principles  then,  let  us  all  cordially 
unite  to  encrease  the  respectability  and  wealth  of 
our  country,  by  inviting  into  our  territory  a popu- 
lation active  and  enterprising,  and  by  promoting 
her  agriculture  and  cooimerce.  Your  fellow  citizen, 
WM.  P.  DUVAL. 

Pensacolay  July  22,  1822. 

The  legislative  council  of  Florida  appear  to  be 
diligently  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
As  the  business  of  their  first  session  embraces,  as 
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far  as  practicable,  the  enactment  of  a general  code 
of  laws  for  the  territory,  it  is  both  important  and 
arduous.  Down  to  the  9th  of  August  many  bills 
liad  been  under  consideration  and  some  of  the  most 
interesting  had  finally  passed.  Among  the  former 
were  bills  to  raise  a revenue — to  regulate  civil  pro- 
ceedings and  chancery  proceedings — to  regulate 
damages  on  bills  of  exchange — to  establish  infe- 
rior courts — to  regulate  descents — bills  concerning 
awards  and  arbitiation,  proceedings  on  attachments 
— to  prevent  frauds  and  perjuries — for  the  distribu- 
tion of  intestate  estates — for  regulating  executions, 
8ic. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  election  of  a delegate 
to  congress  had  been  matured  and  passed.  By  this 
bill  tlie  council  have  extended  the  right  of  suttrage 
to  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines,  in  the  public  ser- 
vice. On  this  principle,  however,  the  council  was 
nearly  divided;  a motion  being  made  to  exclude  that 
description  of  persons  from  voting  for'  delegates  to 
congress,  it  was  rejected  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
president,  Mr.  Bronaugh.  The  members  in  favor 
of  granting  the  privilege,  were  Messrs.  Gaither, 
Hanbam,  Miller,  and  White;  those  against  it  were 
Messrs,  Call,  Law,  Murray,  and  Reynolds. 

The  territory  has  been,  by  one  of  the  acts,  divid- 
ed into  four  counties — in  the  east,  St.  Johns’s  and 
Duval — in  the  west,  Escambia  and  Jackson. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
council  on  the  9th  of  August,  and  a committee  ap- 
pointed to  draft  a memorial  accordingly. 

Resolved,  by  the  legislative  council  of  the  terri- 
tory  of  Florida,  that  a respectful  memorial  ought  to 
be  addressed  to  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  subjects  of  general  interest  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  territory,  and  particularly^to  request,  his 
excellency  to  direct  the  officers  of  the  engineer 
corps,  who  are  expected  shortly  to  make  a survey 
of  Tampa  bay,  by  order  of  the  secretary  of  war,  to 
explore  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  report  to 
the  governor  of  this  territory  the  most  eligible 

{dace  for  the  permanent  seat  of  government,  and  to 
ay  out  the  nearest  practicable  road  from  St.  Augus- 
tine to  the  place  designated,  and  from  thence  to 
Pensacola. 


' President  Adams  on  the  Fisheries. 

rnOM  THE  PtXMOCTH  [MASSACHUSETTS]  ADVERTISER. 

Montezillo,  Aug.  10,  1822. 

Dear  Sir — The  grounds  and  principles  on  which 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  ’83  was  contended 
for  on  our  part,  and  finally  yielded  on  the  part  of 
the  British,  were  these:  First,  that  the  Americans 
and  the  adventurers  to  America  were  the  first  dis- 
coverers and  the  first  practisers  of  the  fisheries.— 
2dly.  That  New;,- England,  and,  especially,  Massa- 
chusetts, had  done  more  in  defence  of  them,  than 
all  the  rest  of  the  British  empire;  that  the  various 
projected  expeditions  to  Canada,  in  which  they 
were  defeated  by  British  negugt;nce;  the  conquest 
of  Louisburg  in  *45;  the  subsequent  conquest  of 
Nova  Scotia,  in  which  New  England  had  expended 
more  blood  and  treasure  tlian  all  the  rest  of  the 
British  empire,  were  principally  effected  with  a 
special  view  to  the  security  and  protection  of  the 
fisheries.  3dly.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  as  clear  a right  to  every  branch  of 
these  fisheries,  and  to  curi  fi>h  on  land,  as  the  in- 
habitants of  Canada  or  Nova  Scotia;  that  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  New'-Vovb,  or  Philadelphia,  had 
as  clear  a right  to  those  fisheries,  and  to  cure  firU  on 
land,  as  the  inhabitants  of  London,  Liverpool,  Bris- 
tol, Glasgow,  or  Dublin.  4thly.  That  the  third  ar- 


ticle was  demanded  as  an  ultimatum,  and  it  was  de- 
clared that  no  treaty  of  peace  should  ever  be  made 
without  that  article.  And  when  the  British  minis- 
ters found  that  peace  could  not  be  made  without 
that  article,  they  consented,  for  Britain  wanted 
peace,  if  possible,  more  than  we  did.  5thly.  V/e 
asked  no  favor;  we  requested  no  grant,  and  would 
accept  none.  We  deniandcd  it  as  a right,  and  we 
demanded  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  that 
right,  as  an  indispensable  condition  of  peace;  and 
the  word  “riglit”  was  in  the  article  as  agreed  to  by 
the  British  minister,  but  they  afterwards  requested 
that  the  word  “libert}”  might  be  substituted  in- 
stead of  right;  they  said  it  amounted  to  the  same 
thing,  for was  right,  and  privilege  was  nght, 
but  the  word  right  might  be  more  displeasing  to 
the  people  of  England  than  liberty,  and  we  did 
not  think  it  necessary  to  contend  for  a word.  To 
detail  the  conferences  and  conversations,  which 
took  place  for  six  weeks  on  this  subject,  would 
require  volumes,  if  they  could  be  remembered. — 
Mr.  Jay  is  the  only  person  now  living,  who  was 
officially  concerned  in  that  negociation,  and  I am 
not  afraid  to  appeal  to  his  memory  for  tlie  truth  of 
these  facts. 

Lord  St.  Hellens,  then  Mr.  Fitaberbert,  though 
not  officially  concerned  in  the  negociation,  was  in- 
structed by  the  British  minister  to  assist  at  our 
conferences,  and  he  was  freely  and  candidly  admit- 
ted by  us.  I dare  appeal  to  bis  lordship’s  memory 
for  the  truth  of  these  facts.  I’here  is  another  ex- 
cellent character  still  living,  Mr.  Benj.  Vaughan, 
of  Hallowell,  Maine,  wlio  was  then  a confidential 
friend  of  lord  Shelburn,  and  an  intimate  fnend 
to  the  British  negociators,  and  I dare  appeal  to  his 
recollections  of  the  representations  made  to  him 
of  the  conferences  concerning  the  fisheries, 
by  Mr.  Oswald,  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  and  Mr.  White- 
ford 

6thly.  We  considered  that  treaty  as  a division  of 
the  empire.  Our  independence,  onr  rights  to  ter- 
ritory and  to  the  fisheries,  as  practised  before  the 
revolution,  were  no  more  a grant  from  Great  Bri- 
tain to  us,  than  the  treaty  was  a grant  from  us  of 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  England,  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land, to  the  Britons.  The  treaty  was  nothing  more 
than  mutual  acknowledgments  of  antecedent  rights. 

If  there  is  any  other  question  that  you  wish  me  to 
answer,  I shall  be  happy  to  do  it,  so  long  as  my 
strength  may  last, 

I had  omitted  what  follows:  7thly.  We  urged 
upon  the  British  ministers,  thkt  it  was  the  interest 
of  England  herself,  that  we  should  hold  fast  forever 
all  the  rights  contained  in  that  article,  because  all 
the  profits  we  make  of  those  fisheries  went  regu- 
larly to  Great  Britain  in  gold  and  silver  to  pur- 
chase and  pay  for  their  manufactures;  that  if  it 
were  in  her  power,  which  it  was  not,  to  exclude 
us  from,  or  abridge  these  rights,  they  would  be  the 
dupes  of  their  own  weak  policy. 

8thly.  That  if  we  should  consent  to  an  exclu- 
sion, the  stipulation  would  not  be  regarded;  ourbold 
and  hardy  seamen  would  trespass;  they  must  keep 
a standing  naval  force  on  the  coast  to  prevent 
j them;  ou;- people  wu\ld  fight  and  complain,  and 
jthis  would  be  speedily  and  infallibly  the  source 
iof  another  war  between  the  two  nations. 

I am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

J.  ADAMS. 

William  Thomas,  esq, 

Montezillo,  Aug.  11,  1822. 

Dear  sir — Let  me  add  a few  hints  to  my  former 
letter.  Please  to  search  in  the  publications  after 
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the  treaty  of  peace  for  a letter  of  monsieur  de 
Marbois,  secretary  of  the  legation,  to  the  Cheva- 
lier de  la  Luzerne,  and  records  and  files  of  con- 
gress during  that  period;  and  an  octavo  volume  in 
French,  entitled,  “Politique  de  tons  les  cabinets 
de  P Europe,”  published  by  the  French  govern 
ment  during  the  revolution;  in  which  yo'u  will  find 
a memorial  from  the  count  de  Vergemies  to  the 
king,  recommending  to  his  majesty  a plan  of  poli- 
cy toward  the  American  colonies  and  the  English 
government.  I wish  every  document  concerning 
the  negociation  of  1782-3  may  be  searched,  and  re- 
searched, that  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  no 
thing  but  the  truth,  in  its  minutest  particulars,  may 
appear.  I wish,  also,  that  every  human  being,  who 
knows  any  thing  concerning  iti  may  be  consulted 
and  examined.  I have  before  referred  you  to  Mr. 
Jay,  lord  St.  Hellens,  and  Mr.  Vaughan.  I now  refer 
you  to  Mr.  Wm.  Temple  Franklin,  still  living  in 
France,  who  was  secretary  to  the  American  legation, 
and  attended  most,  if  not  all,  the  conferences.  Mr. 
Thaxter,  my  private  secretary,  has  long  since  de 
ceased.  But  Mr.  Charles  Storer,  who  was  then  an 
inmate  in  ray  family,  alert  and  active,  and  very 
useful  to  me  in  copying  letters  and  papers,  is  now 
living.  Let  him  be  asked  whether  he  remembers 
the  letters  that  I wrote,  and  he  and  Mr.  Thaxter  co- 
pied, or  which  they  wrote  at  my  desire,  to  certain 
genilem'cn  then  residing  at  Amsterdam,  by  the 
names,  as  I think,  of  Foiger  and  Coffin,  of  Nantuc 
ket,  earnestly  requesting  of  them  the  most  particu- 
lar information  concerning  the  extent,  value  and 
importance  of  these  fisheries  on  the  coast,  and  the 
rigid  of  curing  fisbon  land,  and  especially  on  the 
coast  of  Labrador;  and  whether  he  remembers  the 
ample  information  those  gentlemen  gave  me  in 
their  answers,  even  concerning  the  value  of  the 
seal  fishery,  as  well  as  all  others. 

If  I should  ever  hear  of  any  other  person  who 
knew  any  thing  of  that  negociation,  I will  mention 
him  to  you. 

I am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  J.  ADAMS. 


Fugitive  Slaves. 

Court  op  kino’s  bench,  guildhall,  July  15. 
Forbes  ^ Sitting  after  Trinity  term,  before  lord 
vs.  C chief  justice  Abbot,  and  a 


Cochrane,^  ' special  jury. 

This  was  an  action  brought  to  recover  from  the 
defendant  the  value  of  thirty-eight  slaves,  the  pro- 
perty ot  the  plaintiff. 

In  the  years  1814  and  1815  the  defendant,  sir 
Alexander  Cochrane,  commanded  the  fleet  sent  out 
to  act  against  the  Americans,  and  sir  George  Cock- 
burn  was  second  in  command.  The  gallant  de- 
fendant, on  his  arrival,  off  Georgia,  issued  a procla- 
mation, stating,  that  he  understood  that  many  per- 
sons wished  to  emigrate  from  the  U.  States,  and  of- 
fering to  such  persons  a reception  on  board  his 
majesty’s  ships,  and  a conveyance,  as  free  settlers, 
to  iiis  majesty’s  colonies  in  North  America  or  the 
West  India  islands,  if  they  should  not  wish  to  en- 
ter into  his  majesty’s  naval  or  military  service.  In 
tiic  month  of  February,  1815,  sir  G.  Cockburn  was 
lying  off  Cumberland  island,  and  on  the  23d  of  that 
mouth,  a boat,  having  on  board  18  men,  8 women 
and  12  children,  all  negroes,  approached  his  ma- 
jesty’s vessel,  the  Terror  bomb,  and  were  taken  on 
board;  they  were  afterwards  sent  on  board  sir  G. 
Cockburn’sship,  the  jllbion^  where  they  were  treat- 
ed as^refugees.  Shortly  afterwards  the  plaintiff’ 
who  is  partner  in  a house  in  East  Florida,  came 


from  the  Spanish  governor  of  that  province,  and 
demanded  the  negroes,  who,  he  said,  were  part  of 
a gang  of  60  which  had  made  tiieir  escape  from  off’ 
his  plantation  in  East  Elorida.  'I'lie  negroes 
refused  to  return,  alleging  that  the  moment  they 
got  on  board  a British  ship  they  were  free.  T!.  : 
plaintiff  then  requested  sir  G.  Cockburn  to  send 
them  back,  but  this  he  refused  to  do,  saying  that  he 
thought  them  free  agents,  over  whom  he  had  no 
control;  but  he  went  to  the  negroes,  and  advised 
them  to  return  and  they  said  they  would  not  r.  a;rn, 
unless  compelled  by  force  so  to  do.  Sir  G.  Cock- 
burn then  refused  to  interfere  any  further,  and  he 
immediately  wrote  a letter  to  the  ck-fendant,  who 
was  at|a  great  distance  from  him,  stated  what  occur- 
red, and  ulsojthat  he  hrad  transferred  them  to  tiieslup 
Ruby,  which  was  going  to  Bermuda.  The  def  nd- 
aut  wrote  in  answer  to  sir.  G.  Cockburn,  that  he 
thought  he  had  acted  right,  but  to  avoid’ giving  of- 
fence to  the  Spanish  government,  that  he  ha<l  serit- 
ten  home  to  England,  stating  the  circumstances  to 
this  government,  and  requesting  their  further  or- 
ders; and  also  that  the  slaves,  on  the  23d,  1816,  had 
been  landed  at  Bermuda  dock  yard,  were  he  should 
have  them  closely  guarded  until  he  should  have 
received  instructions  from  his  own  government. 

It  having  been  proved  that  the  plantiff  had 
bought  the  slaves  for  60/.  a head,  and  also  tiiat  they 
were  worth  100/.  head,  that  the  proclamation  was 
not  published  or  circulated  at  any  point  south  of 
the  Chesapeake,  and  that  it  was  addressed  solely  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 

The  solicitor  general-proceeded  to  address  the 
jury  on  behalf  of  the  gallant  defendant,  who,  he 
said,  only  acted  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  his 
government,  and  therefore  was  not  \iable.  The 
learned  counsel  was  proceeding  to  contend,  that 
the  moment  the  slaves  had  escaped  out  of  the  pro- 
vince in  which  they  were  slaves,  the  master  had  no 
property  in  them  unless  that  property  was  secured 
by  treaty;  and  that  sir  G.  Cockburn  would  have 
acted  as  improperly  in  compelling  these  creatures 
to  return  to  the  service  of  the  plantiff,  as  he  would 
if  he  were  to  compel  the  plantiff'  to  go  into  the 
service  of  the  negroes. 

The  chief  justice — “Mr.  Solicitor,  1 see  no  facts 
in  dispute  between  you  and  Mr.  Scarlett;  your  dis- 
pute is  upon  the  law  of  the  case,  and  as  I,  sitting 
here  as  judge  at  nisi  prius,  will  not  take  upon  me 
to  decide  this  point,  I think  the  better  way  would 
he  to  agree  to  a verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  subject  to 
the  opinion  of  the  court  as  to  whether  tlie  plaintiff’ 
had  or  had  not  any  property  in  the  negroes  when 
on  board  a British  ship. 

This  suggestion  was  adopted,  and  a verdict  for 
the  plaintiff— damages  3800/.  was  taken,  subject  to 
the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Qj’We  are  curious  to  know  what  ultimately  be- 
came of  these  slaves.  Admiral  Cochrane  h iS  been 
charged  as  a whole  sale  dealer  in  human  flesh,  and 
the  probability  is,  that  he  made  merchandise  of 
his  ** emigrants . Reo. 


Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  6.  At  a numerous  meeting 
convened  at  Morristown,  on  the  21st  u!t,  present 
th  ' governor  of  the  state  and  many  other  persons 
of  the  first  respectability,  a committee  w as-appoiat- 
ed,  consisting  of  two  citizens  of  each  of  t e coun- 
t« ot  Essex,  Bergen,  Morris,  Hunterdon^  and  Sus- 
sex, New-T^rsey,  to  collect  and  emf  ody  s tch  facts 
and  'mformation  as  may  seem  to  V.  em  important 
on  beard  sir  G.  Cockburn’s  ship,  produced  a letter  i respecting  a canal  to  pass  through  tl  ^t  district,  and 
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connect  lUe  lluclson  witfithe  Delaware  Another 
duty  of  the  committee  is  to  solicit  the  aid  of  the 
legislature  in  the  undertaking. 

In  an  able  address,  which  was  made  to  the  meet- 
ing, by  G o.  P.  M’Culloch,  esq.  the  chairman,  he 
mentioned  several  routes  for he  canal.  One  be- 
ginning above  Easton,  and  following  the  valley  ot 
the  request;  another  beginning  below  Easton,  and 
following  the  valley  of  the  Mustcennetkonk.  Both 
approach  to  the  neighborhood  of  Stanhope,  from 
below  which  there  is  only  one  passage  to  the  Rock- 
away,  near  Valley  Forge;  nor  is  there  any  diverg- 
ir.g  |)Oint  on  that  stream  until  we  arrive  at  Danville. 
'J'here  two  courses  ofler  themselves;  the  one  by 
lloontown  to  1‘atterson,  the  other  by  Morristown 
to  Fatterson,  or  Newark.  Which  of  these  should 
be  preferred,  future  inquiry  must  decide.  Each  is 
now  deemed  practicable,  and  each  holds  cut  great 
advantages. 

'I  he  length  of  the  proposed  canal  is  about  ninety 
miles,  passing  through  a rugged  country,  yet  not 
such  as  to  present  any  insuperable  obstacles.  The 
summit  level  near  the  verge  of  Suckasunny  plain, 
is  185  feet  above  the  waters  of  the  Hudson,  and  115 
above  those  of  the  Delaware,  making  a fall  of  about 
300  feet  to  be  overcome  by  locks  The  whole  ex- 
pense, hov/ever,  including  digging,  making  loek.s, 
See  is  not  estimated  at  above  three,  or  at  most,  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

A copious  supply  of  water  can  be  procured  from 
two  natural  res'  rvoirs,  the  great  pond  from  which 
l!)e  river  Muskennetkonk  issues,  and  the  Green 
pond,  which,  at  a small  expense,  may  be  made  to 
contain,  together,  41,301,333  cubic  yards  of  water. 

The  toll  which  it  is  supposed  will  be  received, 
taken  at  unusually  low  rates,  is  estimated  at  g8l,l00 
a year,  leaving  a net  revenue  of  after  de 

ducting  §2 1,000,  for  toll  keepers,  repairs  and  ma 
nageraent. 

' 'I’he  advantages  which  this  canal  promises  are, 
— supplying  the  city  of  New  York  with  Lehigh 
coal  at  one  half  the  price  it  now  pays  for  L'ver 
pool  coal — making  coal  the  article  of  fuel  in  a 
large  district  of  New  Jersey,  and  thus  enabling  the 
inhabitants  to  convert  their  timber  into  lumber  and 
sell  it  at  a greater  profit, — improving  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  district  by  opening  markets  for  it.s  pro- 
duce at  Nevv-York,  Newark,  Elizabethtown  and 
Patterson;  lastl}',  introducing  new  forges,  furnaces, 
and  manufactories,  of  every  sort  in  a country  full 
of  water  powders,  and  abounding  in  all  the  conveni 
ences  for  manufacturing  industry. 

Mr.  M’Culloch  very  properly  objects  to  entrust- 
ing this  public  work  to  a corporation.  “In  the 
hands  of  the  people,”  he  says,  “a  canal  could  be 
executed  and  managed  as  cheaply,  and  would  pro- 
duce more  than  if  owned  by  a compuny\  Ev»  ry  le- 
gislature is  reluctant  to  cede  its  authority  to  in- 
dividuals. We  know%  in  a former  instance,  ihat 
the  privileges  conferred  upon  a canal  company 
w^ere  so  scanty  and  embarrassed  by  such  restric- 
tions, as  to  frustrate  the  plan  and  to  prevent  sub- 
scriptions.  Collisions  and  opposing  interests  will 
occur  between  the  state  and  the  company.  Un 
foreseen  cases,  and  exigencies  unprovided  for,  must 
certanly  arise,  ui  which  the  people  will  be  arrayed 
against  the  canal,  or  the  canal  against  the  people. 
To  avoid  all  these  evils,  this  enterprize  should  be- 
long to  the  state;  tor,  however  easily  a chartered 
society  might  be  filled  up,  we  ought  to  be  subject 
ed  to  t,o  influence  and  bent  under  no  controul,  save 
, that  of  our  representatives;  nor  should  our  great- 
est national  effort  become  the  sport  of  speculation 
or  the  avenue  to  a paltry  spirit  of  jobbing.” 


Yiiieiiciaiia  Silver  .\line.s,  in  Mexico. 

Velenciana  has  a shuti  ol  1660  lee-  iioi  j wi  once 
to  bring  up  the  ore.  I tic  use  ot  m.>c  inery,  to  di- 
minish labor,  is  but  feeoly  adopted,  and  the*  execu- 
tion of  those  few  macliines  they  con.^lruct  is  so  bad 
that  they  are.scaroely  of  any  beritflt.  As  the  t»re  is 
brought  ;Vom  the  nune  on  the  b.acks  of  men,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  descent  siionld  he  made  ii  ry  ca- 
pacious. Tfiat  of  the  mine  Valenciana  is  1660  teet  ' 
ill  perpendicular  depth,  and  i)j  feet  in  ciicnu  i’er- 
ence.  The  jnt  is  dug  in  t!ie  solul  roek;  it  is  b'.  aii- 
tifully  walled,  and,  .vhen  coinpl..  teil,  In.vii.g  c«-st  a 
million  of  dollars,  may  be  considered  as  one  of  ilie 
greatest  and  bfiiclesi  uridenakmgs  in  the  t-.js'.o.-v  of 
Mexican  mining.  I nis  mine  has  tne  prn- 

peity  ot  being  free  from  waitr,  a cirruri  stance  of 
vast  importance,  since  other  mit  et..  equmly  rich, 
have  been  abandoned,  because  the  pr-.piietors have 
not  been  enabletl  to  exclude  the  water  where  ‘he 
steam  engine  is  ntit  yet  adopted.  In  tlie  yeai- 
tlic  country  around  this  mine  was  a p«  rfect  dos'-rt. 
M.  Obreg.io,  a S;>aniard,  will  a veherncMt  passion 
for  rr.'ri’ng,  v/ith  u small  capital,  but  with  tlie  e.onfi- 
derc  o‘,  richer  men,  who  assisted  him,  b'-gan  to 
e.xcavdie  In  1766  though  ho  iiad  got  to  tlie  depth 
of  260  feet,  the  value  of  tlie  produce  was  It  ss  than 
the  current  expenses.  He  then  entered  into  part- 
nership with  a small  trader,  named  Oler< , wtio  *.ad 
some  ready  money,  'fney  continued  their  opera- 
tions, with  confidence  m iht  result,  lili,  in  1771, 
they  came  to  masses  of  suipliuretted  silver,  rnixeil 
with  nativ.:  and  reo  silver.  J'loui  1771  lo  lob4.  lha 
mine  has  yielded  a gross  produce  of  583,u(/U/.  ster- 
ling; and,  in  some  of  the  most  profi  ahle  , tlie 

two  proprietors  have  each  sh.  red  the  enorntous 
sum  of  250.000/.  sterling,  I'he  spot  where  these 
operations  commenced  was  occupied  by  a lew  w.id 
goats,  and  in  ten  years  it  became  a considev.ihle 
town,  with  7 or  8.000  in.-ahitants,  surroni  dt  d ,wnti 
cultivated  and  highly  productive  fields.  As  tiie 
miners  have  gone  deeper  for  the  ore,  the  exp- uses 
of  raising  it  have  been  increased;  but  tlic  qiiai.iy 
has  so  improved  that  the  net  profit  to  tin.  proprie- 
tors has  continued  th,i  same.  The  expense  ot  wor.k- 
ing  this  mine  amounts  annually  to  190,000/.  ster- 
ling; three  fourths  of  wliich  are  for  wages  to  the 
laborers,  and  the  remainder  for  gun  powder,  ste<  I, 
iron,  wood,  leather,  and  tools  of  various  kinds.  The 
costs  of  powder  for  blasting  the  rocks,  amounts  to 
16,000/.  sterling  annually.  The  number  of  indi- 
viduals employed  is  about  3,000.  Ttie  principal 
manager  receives  U salary  of  2 500/.  sterling,  and 
has  under  him  several  oveisetrs  and  nine  master 
miners.  These  head  men  visit  daily  the  subterra- 
neous operatioi'S  on  the  backs  o'  men,  who  have  a 
kind  of  saddle  for  the  purpose,  and  are  called  little 
horses,  (caballitos). 

TUe  whole  of  the  labor  of  the  mines  is  perform- 
ed by  freemen;  the  labor,  though  voluntary,  i.s 
very  severe,  and  the  people  are  stimulated  to  per- 
form it  only  by  being  paid,  not  by  the  time  occupi- 
ed, but,  by  the  quantity  of  work  that  is  preformed. 
The  ©re  is  carried  solely  by  men,  wdio  are  so  ac- 
custoimed  to  this  kind  of  labor,  that  they  remain 
with  a load  from  240  to  370  pounds  on  tlieir  backs, 
six  hours  at  a time,  during  which  they  ascend  many 
thonsiind  steps  in.  the  pits,  in  a temperature  from 
71  de.2;.  to  77  deg.  of  Fahrenheit.  Fhey  proceed  in 
files  o.f50  or  60,  among  w’hom  are  some  boys,  of  10 
or  12  years  old,  and  some  men,  more  than  sixty, 
each  of  them  loaded  according  to  his  own  estima- 
tion of  his  strength.  In  ascending  these  stairs,  they 
throw*  the  body  forward,  and  support  tliemselves 
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with  a staff,  about  a foot  lon^.  They  walk  in  a 
zig-zag  direction,  having  found,  by  experience  that 
their  respiration  is  thereby  less  impeded.  The 
muscular  strength  acquired  by  these  men  must  be 
prodigious,  since,  without  any  burden,  a person, 
not  accustomed  to  it,  feels  intolerably  fatigued  from 
ascending  and  descending  so  many  thousand  steps. 

The*  weight  of  each  load  is  agreed  on  before  the 
ascent  is  begun  ; regular  registers  of  the  quantity 
carried  by  each  individual  is  entered  by  account- 
ants, and  the  quantity  of  ore  brought  from  the 
mine  is  easily  aacertained  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
parties.  Each  digger  of  the  ore  is  calculated  to 
loosen  as  much  from  the  vein  as  three  of  the  por- 
ters  can  carry  away.  This  operation  is  performed 
by  a kind  of  iron  crow,  with  a sharpened  steel 
point,  that  requires  perpetual  re-pointing;  for 
which  purpose,  small  moveable  forges  are  placed 
in  various  parts  of  the  mines.  Though  the  work- 
men are  almost  naked  and  are  closely  watched  and 
carefully  searched,  they  sometime  contrive  to  em- 
bezzle considerable  portions  of  the  richest  mine- 
rals by  concealing  them  in  their  hair,  under  their 
arms  and  other  parts  of  the  body.  Their  thefts 
are  often  detected,  and  a register  is  kept  of  what 
is  thus  siezed  from  the  depredators.  In  the  mine 
ofValenciana  it  amounted,  in  fourteen  years,  to  the 
value  of  /.36,000  sterling. 


Tame  Rattle  Snakes. 

BROMTHE  RTCHMOirn  ENQUIRER. 

The  exhibition  of  Mr.  Neal’s  rattle  snakes  at  the 
Eagle,  is  too  great  a curiosity  to  be  passed  over.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  singular  sights  which  we  have 
ever  witnessed. 

Mr.  Ne&l  ia  a Frenchman;  while  in  North  Caro- 
lina, he  attempted  to  procure  some  rattle  snakes, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  out  a collection.  But 
eome  of  the  observations  and  experiments  he  made, 
induced  him  to  believe  the  possibility  of  taming 
this  poisonous  reptile;  he  finally  made  the  trial,  and 
has  succeeded  in  a manner  which  is  calculated  to 
astonish  every  beholder.  What  is  the  process  he 
employed,  is  unknown  to  us — he  probably  availed 
himself  of  the  power,  which  a control  over  the  ap- 
petite of  the  animal  gives  him — he  dwells  very 
much,  too,  on  the  charms  of  music;  while  inflamed 
by  hunger,  and  irritated  by  the  application  of  hot 
iron,  the  creature  is  soothed  and  softened  by  a slow 
and  plaintive  strain, 

Mr.  N.  has  two  rattle  snakes— the  male,  which 
is  four  feet  eight  inches  long,  has  eight  rattles  to 
his  tail,  thus  proving  him  to  be  nine  years  old — he 
has  had  this  snake  four  years.  The  female  is  much 
smaller,  and  has  five  rattles — she  has  been  with  him 
S3  months.  So  great  is  their  docility,  that  he  will 
take  them  up,  after  speaking  a sort  of  jargon  to 
them,  and  stroking  down  their  backs,  as  if  they 
were  so  many  strings,  he  will  make  them  crawl  up 
his  breast  and  face,  caress  and  kiss  him,  coil  round 
his  neck,  and  while  one  of  them  is  thus  hanging 
around  him,  he  will  take  up  and  exhibit  the  other. 
The  perfect  harmlessness  of  the  reptile,  and  even 
attachment  to  his  keeper,  is  astonishing.  Mean- 
while Mr.  N.  is  himself  thoroughly  at  his  ease — 
completely  self,  possessed,  diverting  the  spectator 
with  the  exhibition  of  his  snakes,  or  instructing 
them  by  his  explanations.  He  says,  he  has  no  fears 
himself;  for,  independently  bf  his  command  over 
the  animal,  he  is  satisfied  he  can  cure  the  bite  of  it 
—of  the  remedy  he  makes  no  secret.  Wash  your 
mouth  first  with  warm  sweet  oil,  and  then  sqck  the 
wound — ^^next  drink  most  copiously  of  he  decoc- 


tion of  the  snake  root,  until  it  operates  as  a strong 
emetic.  This  is  the  regimen  the  recommends— 
and  which  he  believes  to  be  infallable. 

There  is  no  deception  practised  upon  you.  He 
opens  the  mouth  of  the  snake,  and  shews  you  his 
fangs.  They  are  in  the  upper  jaw  alone — two  on 
each  side,  and  have  the  faculty  of  renewing  them- 
selves,  in  case  they  are  drawn  out  by  a violent  blow 
— the  fang  is|within  the  mouth,  bent  sharpened 
and  sheathed  Tike  tiie  claw  of  a cat,  and  turned  to- 
wards the  throat — the  orifice  through  which  the 
^ poison  is  ejected,  is  a small  grove  on  the  upper 
side  of  the  fang,  between  its  point  and  upper 
curve — the  poison  bags  lie  at  the  roots  of  the  fangs. 
But  to  remove  all  doubts  of  the  poisonous  qual- 
ities of  these  snakes  being  uninjured,  Mr.  N.  pro- 
poses to  have  a public  exhibition  this  week,  when 
the  snake  will  kill  a young  hare  by  a s’ight  stroke, 
and  them  immediately  devour  him. 

Perhaps  no  one  has  had  so  good  an  opportftnity  of 
studying  the  habits  of  the  animal.  His  remarks 
will,  of  course,  form  a valuable  addition  to  natural 
history.  He  is  an  intelligent  man— and  a memoir 
may  be  expected  from  him,  when  he  arrives  in  Eu- 
rope. The  male  snake  has  just  cast  his  skin — and 
the  new  one  is  most  beautiful.  The  tail  has  a fine 
glossy  black.  He  says  they  renew  their  skins  eve- 
ry two  months;  three  times  in  the  years:  perhaps 
from  October  to  April  they  remain  torpid,  and  their 
functions  are  suspended.  Most  probably,  it  varies  in 
different  snakes  with  the  quantities  of  food  they  can 
obtain.  Mr.  Neal  generally  feeds  his  once  a week. 

They  have  also  a rattle  every  year  after  the  first. 
They  scarcely  ever  shake  it  but  when  they  are 
strongly  excited,  or  to  strike  the  attention  of  their 
prey.  He  contends  that  the  use  of  their  rattles  is 
to  draw  upon  themselves  the  eyes  of  their  victim, 
which  generally  consists  of  the  fleetest  animals,  as 
birds,  squirrils,  &c. 

As  Soon  as  the  eyes  meet,  he  says  the  process  oV* 
charming  commences.  He  believes  in  this  faculty, 
for  he  has  seen  it  exemplified  in  a garden  by  his 
own  snakes;  the  victim  will  hop  from  bough  to 
bough,  and  rock  to  rock,  overcome  with  apprehen- 
sion, until  approaching  each  other,  the  snake  seizes 
him — He  denies  altogether  what  some  naturalists 
assert,  the  deleterious  qualities  of  their  breath — 
for  he  has  often  kissed  them,  and  in  blowing  their 
breath  upon  him,  he  has  found  it  trhcommonly 
sweet. 

Mr.  N.  has  other  snakes  in  his  collection — as  a. 
wampum  snake,  beautifully  streaked,  and  so  called 
after  the  Indian  ornament; — it  is  a small  species  of 
the  boa  constrictor,  which  winds  itself  round  its 
prey,  and  kills  not  by  poison,  but  by  stricturer— 
it  even  squeezes  the  rattle  snake  to  death.  He  has 
also  the  common  black  snake,  and  the  lead  color- 
ed American  adder,  of  the  description  of  the  flat 
heads.  He  has  all  these  under  the  same  com- 
mand— exhibiting  almost  the  same  docility  as  the 
rattle  snakes. — The  spectacle  is  not  dangerous 
nor  even  disgusting — and  is  well  worthy  of  the  at- 
tention of  the  curious. 


Trade  with  the  West  Indies. 

From  the  Nexo-Yorlc  E.  Poet,  Aug,  21-^ 

An  act  to  regulate  the  trade  between  his  majesty^'s 
possessions  in  America  and  the  West  Indies,  and. 
other  places  in  America  and  the  West  Indies. — 
24th  June  1822.  . 

[The  first  section  repeals  all  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment theretofore  passed,  the  titles  of  which  are  re« 
eite^  for  regulating  the  importation  ^and  cxpoi;r£= 
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tioji  of  certain  articles  into  and  from  certain  ter- 
ritories, islands  and  ports,  under  the  dominion  of 
the  British  king  in  America  and  the  West  Indies.] 

II.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or 
be  deemed  or  construed  to  extend  to  release  or 
discharge  any  siezure  of  goods,  wares  or  merchan- 
dise, or  of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  to  release  or  dis- 
charge any  foiTeiture  or  penalty  incurred  on  or  be- 
fore tlie  passing  ot  this  act,  but  that  the  same  may 
be  prosecuted,  sued  for,  recovered,  and  divided,  in 
.such  and  in  the  like  manner  as  any  such  seizure, 
forfeiture,  or  penally  might  have  been  prosecuted, 
sued  for,  recovered,  and  divided,  if  this  act  had  not 
been  made. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  from  and  af- 
ter the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  im- 
port into  any  of  the  ports  enumerated  in  the  sche- 
lUile  annexed  to  this  act,  marked  (A),  from  any 
foreign  country  gn  the  continent  of  the  North  or 
South  America,  or  from  any  foreign  island  in  the 
West  Indies,  whether  such  country  or  island  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  under  the  dominion  of  any  fo- 
reign European  sovereign  or  stale,  or  otherwise,  the 
articles,enumerated  in  the  schedule  annexed  to  this 
act,  marked  (B),  either  in  British  built  ships  or 
vessels  owned  and  navigated  according  to  law%  or 
in  any  ship  or  vessel  bona  fide  the  built  of  and 
owned  by  the  inhabitants  of  any  country  or  place 
belonging  to  or  under  the  dominion  of  the  sove- 
reign or  state  of  which  Uie  said  articles  are  the 
growth,  produce  or  manufacture,  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel being  navigated  with  a master  and  three  fourths 
of  the  mariners  at  least  belonging  to  such  country 
or  place;  or  in  any  British  built  ship  or  vessel 
which  has  been  sold  to  and  become  the  property 
of  the  subjects  of  any  such  sovereign  or  state,  such 
ship  or  vessel  last  mentioned  being  also  navigated 
with  a master  and  three  fourths  of  the  mariners  at 
least  belonging  to  such  country  or  place:  provided 
always,  that  no  articles  enumerated  in  said  schedule 
shalfbe  imported  in  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  so 
sold  as  aforesaid,  unless  shipped  and  brought  di- 
rectly front  tbe  country  or  place  from  which  they 
arc  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture. 

' IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  to  export  in  any  British  built  ship  or  vessel, 
owned  and  navigated  according  to  law,  or  in  any 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  aforesaid,  or  in  any  British 
built  ship  or  vessel  so  sold  as  aforesaid,  from  any 
of  the  ports  enumerated  in  the  schedule  annexed 
to  Ibis  act,  marked  (A),  any  article  of  the  growth, 
produce  or  manufacture  of  any  of  his  majesty’s 
dominions,  or  any  other  article  legally  imported 
into  the  said  ports,  provided  that  the  said  articles, 
when  exported  in  any  such  foreign  ship  or  vessel, 
or  in  anj  British  built  ship  or  vessel  so  sold  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  exported  direct  to  the  country  or 
state  in  America  or  the  West  Indies  to  which  such 
ship  or  vessel  belongs  as  aforesaid,  and  before  the 
shipment  thereof,  security  by  bond  shall  bo  given 
to  his  majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  a penal- 
ty equal  to  half'  the  value  of  the  said  articles;  such 
bond  to  be  entered  into  by  the  master  and  exporter, 
before  the  collector  or  other  chief  officer  of  the 
customs  of  such  colony,  plantation  or  island,  for 
the  due  landing  such  articles  at  the  port  or  ports 
for  which  entered,  and  for  producing  a certificate 
thereof  within  twelve  months  from  the  date  of  such 
bond,  under  the  havid  and  seal  of  the  British  con- 
sul or  vice  consul  resident  at  the  port  or  place 
where  the  sahl  articles  shall  have  been  landed;  but 
•n  case  there  shall  not  be  any  such  consul  or  vice 
consul  there  resiUect,  sucl\  cetUficate  to-be  under 


the  hand  and  seal  of  the  chief  magistrate,  or  under 
the  hand  and  seal  of  two  known  British  merchants 
residing  at  such  port  or  place;  but  such  bond  may 
be  discharged  by  proof,  on  oath,  by  credible  per- 
sons,  that  the  said  articles  were  taken  by  enemies, 
or  perished  in  the  seas:  Provided  always,  that  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  per- 
mit or  allow  the  exportation  of  any  arms  or  naval 
stores,  uni*iss  a license  shall  have  been  obtained 
for  that  purpose  from  his  majesty’s  secretary  cf 
state;  and  in  any  caS8  any  such  articles  shall  be 
shipped  or  waterborne  for  the  purpose  of  being  ex- 
ported contrary  to  this  act,  the  same  shall  be  for- 
feited,  and  shall  and  may  be  siezed  and  prosecuted 
as  hereinafter  directed, 

V.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted, 
that  for  ten  years  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  no- 
thing in  this  act  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend,  to  exclude  from  the  trade  allowed 
by  this  act,  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  which,  pre- 
vious  to  the  passing  of  this  act,  may  have  been  en- 
gaged in  lawful  trade  with  his  majesty’s  said  colo- 
nies, islands,  or  plantations,  on  account  of  such  ship 
or  vessel  not  being  of  the  built  of  the  country  to 
which  such  ship  or  vessel  may  belong. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  case  any 
doubt  shall  arise,  whether  any  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise  intended  to  be  exported  in  any  fo- 
reign ship  or;vessel,  under  the  authority  of  this  act, 
had  been  legally  imported  into  such  port,  the  le- 
gality of  such  importation  shall  be  made  to  ap- 
pear to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector  and  comp- 
troller, or  other  principal  officer  of  the  customs  of 
such  port,  before  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise shall  be  suflered  to  be  shipped  for  exporta- 
tion. 

VH.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  from  and 
after  the  passing  of  this  act,  there  shall  be  raised 
levied,  collected,  and  paid  unto  his  majesty’s,  his 
heirs  and  successors,  upon  the  several  articles  enu- 
merated or  described  in  the  said  schedule  marked 
(C),  imported  or  brought  into  any  of  the  ports  enu- 
merated in  the  schedule  marked  (A),  from  any 
such  foreign  island,  state,  or  country,  under  the 
authority  of  this  act,  the  several  duties  of  customs 
as  the  same  are  respectively  inserted  or  described 
and  set  forth  in  figures  in  the  said  schedule  annexed 
to  this  act  marked  (C),  and  the  same  shall  be  under 
the  management  of  the  commissioners  of  the  cus- 
toms in  England,  and  shall  be  raised,  levied,  collect- 
ed, paid,  and  recovered  in  such  and  the  like  man- 
ner and  form,  and  by  such  and  the  like  rules,  ways, 
means,  and  methods,  respectively,  and  under  such 
penalties  and  forfeitures  as  any  other  duties  now 
payable  to  his  majesty  on  goods  imported  into  any 
ot  the  islands,  plantations,  colonies,  or  territories 
belonging  to  or  under  the  dominion  of  his  majesty 
in  America  or  the  West  Indies,  are  or  may  ba rais- 
ed, levied,  collected,  paid,  and  recovered  by  any  act 
or  acts  of  parliament  now  in  force,  as  fully  and  ef- 
fectually, to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  if  the  seve- 
ral clauses,  powers,  directions,  penalties,  and  for- 
feituroft  relating  thereto,  were  particularly  repeated 
and  again  enacted  in  the  body  of  this  act;  and  the 
produce  of  such  duties  shall  be  paid  by  the  collec- 
tor of  the  customs  to  the  treasurer  or  receiver  ge- 
neral of  the  colony,  province  or  plantation  in  which 
the  same  shall  be  respectively  levied,  to  be  applied 
to  such  uses  and  purposes  as  may  be  directed  by 
the  authority  of  the  respective  general  courts  or 
general  assemblies  of  such  colonies,  provinces,  or 
plantationa. 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  case 
there  shali  be  no  general  courts  or  general  assem- 
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blies  in  tlie  colony,  province,  or  plantation  in 
whicli  the  said  duties  shall  have  been  levied  and 
colleciled  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  the  net 
procf'eds  of  such  duties  shall  ther,  be  applied  and 
appropriated  in  such  ami  the  like  manner  and  to 
such  uses  as  any  other  duties  levied  and  collected 
in  any  of  his  majesty’s  colonies,  provinces,  or  pbin- 
tations  in  America  or  the  West  indies,  net  having’ 
ge.peval  courts  or  general  assemblies,  may  now  by 
act  or  acts  of  parliament,  p-^nsed  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, or  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  or  by  any  order  of  liis  majesty  in  council, 
or  by  any  jiroclamation  issued  in  his  majesty’s 
name,  be  appropriated  and  applied. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  in  all  cases 
where,  by  the  schedule  marked  (C),the  duties  im- 
poserl  upon  the  importation  of  articles  into  his  ma- 
jesty’s coloni'  S,  plantations,  or  islands  in  America 
or  the  West  Indies  are  charged  not  according  to 
the  weight,  gauge,  or  measure,  but  according  to 
the  value  thereof,  such  value  shall  be  ascertained 
by  the  declaration  of  the  importer  or  proprietor  of 
such  article  s,  or  his  known  agent  or  factor,  in  man 
ner  and  form  following;-  (that  is  to  say), 

*‘l,  A.  B.  do  hereby  declare,  that  the  articles 
mentioned  in  the  entry,  and  contained  in  the  pack- 
ages [here  specifing  the  several  packages,  and 
describing  the  several  marks  and  numbers,  as  the 
case  my  be],  are  of  the  value  of  . — 

Witness  my  Land,  the  day  of 

A.  B.” 

“The  above  declaration,  signed  the 
day  of  in  th«  presence  of  C.  D.  collector, 

or  other  principal  odicer  ” 

Wiiich  declaration  shall  be  written  on  the  war- 
rant of  entry  of  such  articles,  and  shall  be  subscrib 
ed  with  the  hand  of  the  importer  or  proprietor 
thereof,  or  his  known  agent  or  factor,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  collector  or  other  principal  officer  of 
the  customs  at  the  port  of  importation.  Provided, 
that,  if  upon  view  and  examination  of  such  articles 
by  the  proper  officer  of  the  customs,  it  shall  ap 
pear  to  him  that  the  said  articles  are  not  valued 
according  to  the  true  price  or  value  thereof,  and 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act,  then  and  in  such  case  the  importer  or  proprie- 
tor, or  his  known  agent  or  factor,  shall  be  required 
to  declare  on  oath  before  the  collector  or  cnief 
officer  of  the  customs  at  the  port  of  importation, 
(which  oath  he  is  hereby  authorised  and  required 
to  administer),  what  is  the  invoiced  price  of  such 
articles,  and  that  he  verily  believes  such  invoiced 
price  is  the  current  value  of  the  articles  at  the  place 
from  whence  the  said  articles  were  imported:  and 
such  invoice  price,  with  the  addition  of  ten  pounds 
per  centum  thereon,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
be  the  value  of  the  articles  in  such  colony,  planta- 
tion, or  island  as  aforesaid,  in  lieu  of  the  value  so 
declared  by  the  importer  or  proprietor,  or  his 
known  agent  or  factor,  and  upon  which  the  duties 
specified  in  the  said  schedule  shall  be  charged  and 
paid:  Provided  also,  that  if  it  shall  appear  to  the 
collector,  or  other  chief  officer  of  the  customs,  that 
such  articles  have  been  invoiced  below  the  real  and 
true  value  thereof  at  the  place  from  whence  the 
same  were  imported,  or  if  the  invoice  price  is  not 
known,  the  articles  shall,  in  such  case,  be  examin- 
ed by  two  competent  persons,  to  be  nominated  and 
appointed  by  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief 
of  the  colony,  plantation,  or  island  into  which  the 
said  articles  are  imported;  and  such  persons  shall 
declare  on  oath,  before  the  collector  or  chief  "tofficer 
of  the  customs,  what  is  the  true  and  real  value  of 
such  articles  in  such  colony,  plantation,  or  island; 


and  the  value  .so  declared  on  the  oaths  of  such  per- 
sons shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  true  and  real  value 
of  such  articles,  and  upon  which  the  duties  specifi- 
ed in  the  said  schedule  marked  (C),  shall  be  charg- 
ed and  paid. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  import- 
er or  proprietor  of  such  articles  shall  refuse  to 
pay  the  duties  hereby  imposed  thereon,  it  sh  11  and 
may  be  lawtiii  for  the  collector  or  other  chief  offi- 
cer of  the  customs  where  such  articles  shall  be  im- 
ported, and  he  is  hereby  respectfully  required,  to 
take  and  secure  the  same,  w ith  the  casks  or  other 
package  thereof,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  pub- 
licly sold,  within  the  space  of  twenty  days  at  the 
most  after  such  refusal  made,  and  at  such  time  and 
place  as  such  officer  shall,  by  four  or  more  days 
public  notice,  appoint  for  that  purpose,  which  ar- 
ticles shall  be  sold  to  the  best  bidder;  and, the  mo- 
ney arising  by  the  sale  thereof,  shall  be  applied,  in 
the  first  place,  in  payment  of  ti'.e  said  duties,  to- 
gether with  the  charges  that  shall  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  said  sale;  and  the  overplus,  if  any, 
shall  be  paid  to  such  importer  or  proprietor,  or 
any  other  person  authorized  to  receive  the 
same. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 
any  foreign  article  is  liable  to  duty  by  this  act  on 
the  importation  thereof  into  any  of  his  majesty’s 
colonies,  plantations,  or  islands  in  America,  or  the 
West  Indies,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the 
like  duty  shall  be  payable  upon  any  such  foreign 
article  when  imported  into  any  such  colonies,  plan- 
tations, or  islands,  direct  from  any  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  and  such 
duty  shall  be  raised,  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  in 
such  and  the  like  manner,  and  be  appropriated  and 
applied  to  such  and  the  like  uses,  as  the  duty  paya- 
ble upon  the  like  article  imported  from  any  other 
place,  under  the  provisions  ofthisact,  is  by  this  act 
directed  to  be  raised  and  applied. 

XU.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  if,  upon  the  importation  of  any  article  charg- 
ed with  duty  by  this  act,  the  said  article  shall  also 
be  liable  to  the  payment  of  duty  under  the  autho- 
rity of  any  colonial  law,  equal  to  or  exceeding  in 
amount  the  duty  charged  by  this  act,  then  and  in 
such  case  the  duty  charged  upon  such  article  by 
this  act,  shall  not  be  demanded  or  paid  upon  the 
importation  of  such  article:  provided  also,  that  if 
the  duty  payable  under  such  colonial  law  shall  be 
less  in  amount  than  the  duty  payable  by  this  act, 
then  and  in  such  case  the  diffierence  only  in  the 
amount  of  the  duty  payable  by  this  act,  and  the  du- 
ty payable  under  the  authority  of  such  colonial 
law,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  duty  payable  by 
this  act;  and  the  same  shall  be  collected  and  paid 
in  such  and  the  like  manner,  and  appropriated  and 
applied  to  such  and  the  like  uses,  as  the  dutiejs 
specified  in  the  said  schedule  annexed  to  this  act, 
marked  (C),  are  directed  to  be  collected,  paid,  ap- 
propriated, and  applied. 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  sums 
of  money  granted  and  imposed  by  this  act,  as  duties, 
shall  be  deemed  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
sterling  money  of  Great  Britain,  and  shall  be  col- 
lected, recovered,  and  paid  to  the  amount  of  the 
value  which  such  nominal  sums  bear  in  Great  Bri- 
tain; and  that  such  moneys  may  be  received  and 
taken  according  to  the  proportion  ami  value  of  five 
shillings  and  six  pence  the  ounce  in  silver. 

XIV.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  ar- 
ticle enumeratedin  the  schedule  (B),  legally  im- 
ported as  aforesaid  under  the  authority  of  this  act 
shall  be  allow'ed  to  be  exported  in  an^  British  ship 
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or  vessel,  owne  l ;»nd  navigated  according  to  law, 
to  any  other  Rritis!)  Island,  colony,  or  plantation  in 
America  or  thb  West  Indies;  provided,  tliat,  upon 
the  importation  thereol' into  any  such  other  Briii'h 
Isl  Old,  colony  or  plantation,  proof  shall  be  pr;>duc- 
ed  tliat  the  said  duties  due  to  his  majesty  Iiave  been 
first  paid  in  tiie  colony  or  plantation  into  which  the 
said  articles  shall  have  been  imported;  and  any  ar- 
ticle so  imported;  in  any  vessel  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
allowed  to  be  exported  to  ajiy  part  of  the  united 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  li eland,  under  the 
rules,  regulations,  restrictions,  securities  penalties 
and  forfeitures  particularly  mentioned  and  provid- 
ed lorin  an  act  of  parliament  made  inthetweli’thyear 
of  tlie  reign  of  king  Cliarles  the  second,  entitled 
an  act  for  the  encouraging  and  increasing  of  ship- 
ping and  navigation;  and  in  another  act  of  parlia- 
ment, made  in  the  twenty-second  and  twenty  third 
years  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  second,  enti- 
tled an  act  to  prevent  the  planting  of  tobacco  in 
Kngl'ii.i,  and  for  regulating  the  plantation  trade; 
ami  in  another  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  twenti- 
eth year  of  his  late  majesty’s  reign;  entitled  an 
act  to  allow  the  trade  between  Ireland  and  the 
British  colonies  in  America  and  the  West  Indies, 
and  the  British  settlements  on  the  cost  of  Africa,  to 
be  carried  on  in  like  manner  ss  it  is  now  carried  on 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  said  colonies  and  set- 
tlements, or  in  any  of  the  said  acts  with  respect  to 
the  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  therein  enumerat- 
ed or  described. 

XV,  And  whereas  it  is  the  intention  and  meaning 
of  this  act,  that  the  privileges  hereby  p;ranted  lo 
the  foreign  ships  and  vessels  shall  be  confined 
to  the  ships  and  vessels  of  such  countries  only  as 
give  the  like  privileges  to  British  ships  and  ves- 
sels in  their  ports  in  America  and  the  West  Indies; 
be  it,  therefore,  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  hismaj  -sty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  by  order 
in  council  from  time  to  time,  svhen  and  as  often  as 
the  same  shall  be  judged  expedient,  to  prohibit 
trade  and  intercourse  under  the  authority  of  this 
act,  with  any  country  or  Island  in  America  or  the 
West  Indies,  if  it  shall  appear  to  his  majesty  that 
the  privileges  granted  by  this  act  to  foreign  ships 
and  vessels  are  not  allowed  to  British  ships  and  ves- 
sels trading  to  and  from  any  such  country  or  Island 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act;  and  in  case  such 
order  of  his  majesty  in  council  shall  be  issued,  then 
during  the  time  that  such  order  in  council  shall  be  in 
force,  none  of  the  provisions  of  this  act.  eiiher  as  re 
sperts  the  laws  herein  repealed,  or  to  any  other  pro 
vi.sions  of  this  act,  shall  apply  or  be  taken  to  apply 
fo  any  country  or  state,  the  trade  with  which,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  prohibited  by 
any  such  order  of  his  majesty  in  council;  and  if  any 
goods.wliatever  sliall  be  imported  from,  or  shipped 
for  the  purpose  of  being  exported  to  any  such 
country  or  Island  in  America  or  the  West  Indies, 
in  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  after  trade  and  inter 
course  therewith  sliall  have  been  prohibited  by  any 
such  order  of  his  majety  in  council,  issued  under 
the  authority  of  lliis  act,  all  such  goods,  together 
with  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which  the  same  shall  have 
been  imported,  or  in  which  the  same  .shall  have 
been  shipped  for  the  purpose  of  being  exported 
as  aforesaid,  sliall  be  forfeited,  with  all  her  guns, 
furniture  ammunition,  tackel  and  apparel;  and  in 
every  such  case  the  same  shall  and  may  be  seized 
by  any  officer  of  his  majesty’s  customs  or  navy, 
authorized  or  empowered  to  mak  seizures  in  rases 
of  forfeiture,  and  shall,  and  may  be  prosecuted  in 
manner  as  h.erein  after  directed. 

XVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  Ins  ma- 


jesty sball  deem  it  expedient  to  extend  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act  to  any  port  or  ports  not  enumerat- 
ed in  the  sclu-duie  marked  (A.),  it  shall  be  lawful 
tor  his  majesty,  by  order  in  council,  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  this  act  to  such  port  or  ports;  and  from 
and  after  the  day  mentit)iied  in  such  order  in  coun- 
cil, rtll  the  previleges  and  advantages  of  this  act, 
and  all  the  [jruvisions,  peualli-  s,  and  forfeitures 
therm  contained,  shall  extend,  and  be  deemed 
and  construed  to  ex  end,  to  any  such  port  or  ports, 
respectively,  as  fully  as  if  the  same  had  been  in- 
serted and  enumerated  in  the  said  schedule  at  the 
time  of  passing  this  act. 

XVII.  And  be  it  furtiier  enacted,  Tliat  no  ar- 
ticles, except  suc-i  as  are  enumerated  it  the  sche- 
dule marked  (B.),  siiali  be  imported  in  any  such 
British  built  ship  or  vessel,  or  in  any  such  ibreign 
ship  or  vessel,  or  in  any  such  British  built  ship  or 
vessel  so  sold  as  aforesaid,  from  any  foreign  coun- 
try or  state,  on  the  continent  of  America,  or  Island 
in  the  West  Indies,  into  any  of  the  ports  enumerat- 
ed in  the  schedule  marked  (A),  or  into  any  port 
which  may  be  added  to  the  schedule  marked  (A.), 
by  virtue  of  any  order  in  council  as  aforesaid,  on 
any  pretence  whatever,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  such 
articles,  together  with  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which 
the  same  shall  have  been  imported,  and  the  guns, 
tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture  of  such  ship  o'r  ves- 
sel; and  in  every  such  case  the  same  shall  and  may- 
be seized  by  any  officer  or  officers  of  his  majesty’s 
customs  or  navy,  who  are  or  shall  be  authorized 
and  empowered  to  make  seizures  in  case  of  for- 
feiture, and  shall  and  may  be  prosecuted  in  such 
manner,  as  herein  after  directed. 

XVTIl.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  arti- 
cle whatever  shall  be  imported  or  exported,  either 
in  a British  built  ship  or  vessel  or  in  any  such  fo- 
reign ship  or  vessel,  as  aforesaid,  froni  or  to  any 
foreign  country  on  the  continent  of  North  and  South 
America,  or  from  or  to  any  foreign  Islands  in  the 
West  Indies,  or  from  any  port  of  any  British  colony, 
plantation,  or  Island  in  America  or  the  West  Indies, 
not  enumerated  in  the  schedule  annexed  to  this  act 
marked  (A.),  on  any  pretence  whatever  on  forfei- 
ture ofsuch  articles,  also  the  ship  or  vessel  in  which 
the  same  shali  be  imported  and  all  her  guns,  fare 
niture,  ammunition,  tackle  and  apparel. 

XIX.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  affect  or  be 
construed  to  affect  the  right  which  British  subjects 
or  others  may  enjoy  under  any  law  in  force  at  the 
passing  of  this  act,  of  exporting  in  British  ships 
from  ports  not  enumerated  in  the  said  schedule 
marked  (A.),  the  produce  of  the  fi-^heries  carried 
on  from  any  of  his  majesty’s  said  colonies,  planta- 
tions, or  Islands. 

XX  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penal- 
ties  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  this  act  shall  and 
may  be  respectively  prosecuted,  sued  for,  and  re- 
covered, and  divided  in  Great  Britain,  Guern.sey, 
Jersey,  or  the  Isle  of  Man,  or  in  any  of  his  majesty’s 
colonies  or  Islands  in  America,  in  the  same  manner 
and  from  and  by  the  same  rules  and  regulations  in 
all  respects,-  >n  so  far  as  the  same  are  applicable,  as 
any  other  penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  any 
act  or  acts  of  parliament  made  for  the  security  or 
the  revenue  of  the  customs,  or  for  the  regulation 
or  improvement  thereof,  or  for  the  regulation  jof 
trade  or  navigation,  and  which  vvere  in  force  im- 
mediately before  the  passing  of  this  act,  may  be 
respectively  prosecuted,  sued  for,  recovered,  ami 
divided  in  Great  Britain,  Guernsey,  Jersey,  or  the 
Isle  of  Man,  or  in  any  of  his  majesty’s  colonies  or 
Islands  in  America. 
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Schedule  (A.) — List  of  free  ports;  Kingston, 
Savannah  Le  Mar,  Montego  bay;  Santa  Lucia,  An. 
tonio,  Saint  Ann,  Falmouth,  Maria,  Norant  bay, 
Jamaica;  Saint  George,  Grenada;  Roseau,  Domini, 
ca,  St.  John’s,  Antigua;  San  Josef,  Trinidad;  Scar- 
borough, Tobago;  Road  Harbour,  Tortola;  Nassau, 
New- Providence;  Pitt’s  Town,  Crooked  Island; 
Kingston,  St.  Vincent;  Port  St.  George  and  Port 
Hamilton,  Bermuda;  any  port  where  there  is  a cus- 
tom  house,  Bahamas;  Bridgetown,  Barbadoes;  St. 
John’s,  Saint  Andrews,  New-Brunswick;  Halifax, 
Nova-Scotia;  Quebec,  Canada;  Saint  John’s,  New- 
foundland; Georgetown,  Demerara;  New  Amster- 
dam, Berbice;  Castries,  St.  Lucia;  Basseterre,  Saint 
Kitts;  Charles  Town,  Nevis;  Plymouth,  Montserat. 

Schedule  (B.) — Asses,  barley,  beans,  biscuit, 
bread,  beaver  and  all  sorts  of  fur;  bowsprits,  cala- 
vances,  cocoa,  cattle,  cochineal,  coin  and  bullion, 
cotton  wool,  drugs  of  all  sorts,  diamonds  and  pre- 
cious stones,  flax,  fruit  and  vegetables;  fustick  and 
all  sorts  of  wood  for  dyer’s  use;  flour,  grain  of  any 
sort;  garden  seeds,  hay,  hemp,  heading  boards, 
horses,  hogs,  hides,  hoops,  hardwood  or  mill  timber, 
Indian  corn,  meal,  indigo,  live  stock  of  any  sort, 
lumber,  logwood,  mahogany  and  other  wood  for 
cabinet  wares,  masts,  mules,  neat  cattle,  oats,  peas, 
potatos,  poultry,  pitch,  rye,  rice,  staves,  skins, 
shingles,  sheep,  tar,  tallow,  tobacco,  turpentine, 
timber,  tortoise-shell,  wool,  wheat,  yards. 

Schedule  (C.)— A schedule  of  duties  payable  on 
articles  imported  into  his  majesty’s  possessions  in 
America  and  the  West  Indies,  from  other  places  in 
America  and  the  West  Indies,  the  duties  following; 
(that  is  to  say):  bbl  of  wheat  flour  not  weighing 
more  than  196  lbs  net  weight,  5s  sterling;  barrel  of 
biscuit,  not  weighingfmore  than  196.  lbs,  net  weight 
3s  6d;  for  every  cwt.  of  biscuit  Is  6d;  for  every  100 
lbs  of  bread  made  from  wheat  or  other  grain  im- 
ported in  bags  or  packages  2s  6d;  for  every  barrel 
of  flour,  not  weighing'more  than  1961bs,  made  from 
rye,  peas  or  beans,  2s  6d;  for  every  bushel  of  peas, 
beans,  rye  or  calavances,  7d;  rice,  for  every  100  lbs. 
net  weight,  2s  6d;  for  every  1000  shingles,  called 
Boston  chips,  not  more  than  12  inches  in  length,  7s; 
for  every  1000  shingles,  being  more  than  12  inches 
in  length,  14s;  for  every  1000  red  oak  staves,  i;  Is; 
for  every  1000  white  oak  staves  or  headings,  15s; 
for  every  1000  feet  of  white  or  yellow  pine  lumber, 
of  one  inch  thick,  ll  Is;  for  every  1000  feet  of  pitch 
pine  lumber,  1 1 Is;  other  kinds  of  wood  and  lumber 
per  1000  feet,  11  8s;  for  every  1000  wood  hoops,  5s 
3d;  horses,  for  every  100/  of  the  value  thereof,  10^ 
heat  cattle,  for  every  100/.  of  the  value  thereof,  10/. 
all  other  live  stock,  for  every  100/  of  the  value  there- 
of 10/. 
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The  U.  S.  schr.  Grampus,  is  stated  to  have  cap- 
tured a Spanish  privateer  called  Panchetta,  of  eight 
12-pounders  a long  tom,  and  92  men.  It  appears 
that  the  privateer  first  dogged  the  Grampus,  and 
and  was  then  chased  in  turn.  When  the  vessels 
were  near  to  each  other,  the  character  of  our 
schooner  was  made  known,  and  received  a broad- 
side from  the  privateer.  This  was  returned  with  full 
effect — 11  men  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  the 
the  privateer  instantly  surrendered,  being  also  in  a 
sanking  condition.  The  prize  was  carried  into  St. 
Thomas. 

Vied,  on  the  4th  instant,  at  Washington,  Josiah 
Meigs,  esq.  commissioner  of  the  general  land  office. 


one  of  the  best  of  men  and  most  faithful  of  officers. 
At  Harper’s  Ferry,  on  the  2nd,  col.  Jacinth  Lava?, 
in  the  60th  year  of  his  age.  He  came  to  our  coun- 
try in  company  with  gen.  de  la  Fayette,  and  remain- 
ed  in  the  army  until  the  close  of  the  revolutiona- 
ry war;  during  the  late  Vrat  he  commanded  a batta- 
lion of  cavalry,  and  was  personally  engaged  several 
times.  He  was  a gallant  officer  and  a much  esteem- 
ed man. 

JWw  York.  Six  or  eight  new  cases  of  fever  are 
still  daily  reported,  and  the  deaths  are  not  nume- 
rous;  yet  the  alarm  has  rather  increased  than  sub- 
sided. 

Penitentiary  system.  The  following  rigid  but  sa- 
lutary regulation  has  been  adopted  at  the  state  pri- 
son, Auburn,  N.  Y.  “The  convicts  shall  receive  no 
letters  or  intelligence  whatever  from  or  concer  iing 
their  friends,  or  any  information  on  any  subject  out 
of  the  prison,  nor  be  permitted  to  write  letTers 
themselves;  that  no  relation  or  friend  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  speak  to  a convict,  expect  in  some  extra- 
ordinary case,  where  the  condition  of  his  property 
or  family  imperiously  requires  it;  and  then  only  in 
the  presence  of  the  agent  or  the  deputy  keeper: 
but  that  any  information  concerning  the  convictar 
will  be  furnished  to  their  friends  on  personal  ap- 
plication, OP  by  letter,  post  paid,  directed  to  the 
agent,” 


Deaths  in  setteral  cities,  the  year  ending  Jan.  1,'  1822. 

In  Boston,  1,420. 
Of  these,  there  were  by 

Consumption 

192 

Dysentery 

64 

Measles  . , i . 

149 

Typhus  .... 

42 

Cholera  morbus  . . 

15 

Small  pox  .... 

00 

Number  of  inhabitants  43,83.S 

In  Jfew-York,  3,542. 

Consumption 

715 

Dysentery  .... 

142 

Measles  .... 

109 

Typhus  .... 

127 

Cholera  morbus  . 

14 

Small  pox  .... 

00 

Number  of  inhabitants,  123,706, 

In  Philadelphia,3,\72. 

Consumption 

438 

Dysentery  , . * . 

124 

Measles  . . . .i 

00 

Typhus  .... 

106 

Cholera  morbus  . . 

191 

Small  pox  .... 

00 

N\imber  of  inhabitants,  120,000. 
In  Baltimore,  2,015. 


Consumption 

, 

336 

Dysentery 

. 

30 

Measles 

3 

Typhus  fever 

, 

33 

Malignant 

. 

173 

Cholera  morbus  . 

^209 

infantum 

197^ 

Small  pox 

. 

^ 21 

Number  of  inhabitants,  62,738 
In  Charleston,  (S.  C.)  921, 


Consumption  . . . 164 

Dysentery  , . . . 12 

Measles  . . . , 17 . 

Typhus  ....  4 

Cholera  morbus  ...  I 

Small  pox  ....  0 


Number  of  inhabitants,  24,780. 
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A ROGUE  ON  THE  ROAD.  Within  a week  p:ist,  I 
have  received  two  letters  from  'fennessee — one 
from  Gallatin  and  the  other  from  Clarksville;  the 
writers  of  which  say,  “I  have  enclosed  you”  such 
end  such  amounts,  in  bills  of  the  bank  of  North 
Carolina,  and  one  of  the  gentlemen  gives  the  num- 
ber of  his  note,  1148,  state  bank  at  Raleigh,  tor  5g. 
It  cannot  be  believed  that  the  bills  were  not  enclos- 
ed, as  stated,  and,  as  they  both  were  from  Tennes- 
see, perliHps  it  may  afford  some  clue  to  the  post- 
master-general to  ferret  out  the  thief.  In  these 
dismal  times,  such  things  are  doubly  vexatious;  but 
we  hope  that  our  friends  will  not  be  discouraged, 
for  we  still  guarantee  the  safety  of  the  mail,  hop- 
ing, however,  that,  sooner  or  later,  we  may  be  the 
agents  of  bringing  some  of  its  robbers  to  justice. 

Roads  and  canals.  We  present  a very  interest- 
ing report  on  these  important  subjects,  laid  before 
the  house  of  representatives  at  its  last  session.  It 
well  deserves  an  attentive  perusal,  and  contains 
much  intelligence  on  the  matters  about  which  it 
treats. 

The  PREsrDF.jTTiAL  election.  Two  much  esteem- 
ed  and  able  friends,  have  notilied  me  that  they  are 
about  to  prepare  some  essays,  to  be  published  in 
the  Register,  in  regard  to  the  pretensions  of  cer- 
tain candidates  for  the  office  of  president  of  the 
United  States,  after  Mr.  Monroe’s  period  of  ser 
vice  shall  have  terminated.  It  is  very  doubtful, 
indeed,  whether  we  shall  admit  into  our  pages  any 
discussions  of  a personal  nature  on  that  subject — 
but  certainly  not  yet.  Intelligent  essays  and  state 
papers,  regarding  measures,  and  so  affecting  the 
pretensions  of  different  gentlemen,  shall,  occasion, 
ally,  and  impartially,  have  place — but  we  cannot 
become  even  liable  to  the  suspicion  of  being  par- 
tizans  in- this  controversy,  until  the  necessity  of  it 
shall  be  shewn  by  the  progress  of  things. 

BALTmoRE  :monu>ient.  The  statue  was  placed 
on  this  monument  on  the  12th  inst.  according  to 
the  plan  and  ceremonies  adopted  by  the  building 
committee,  as  heretofore  stated;  and  without  any 
accident  or  other  occurrence  to  mar  the  occasion. 
The  statue  does  honor  to  the  artist,  signor  Capel- 
lano;  and  the  monument,  as  a whole,  is  chaste, 
beautiful  and  classic. 

New  York.  The  fever  seems  to  be  rather  on  the 
increase;  yet  the  new  cases  reported  do  not  exceed 
10  or  12  per  day. 

American  Atlas — published  by  Messrs.  //.  Carey 

I.  Lea.  From  a sliglit  inspection  o*'  this  work, 
and  because  some  of'the  proof  sheets  had  been 
previously  shewn  to  us,  we  lately  spoke  of  this 
publication  in  terms  of  high  approbation,  which 
we  are  satisfied  that,  as  a whole,  it  richly  deserves. 
Indeed,  tlie  mere  attempt  to  collect  the  materials 
for  and  bring  out  a work  of  this  nature,  ought  to 
make  a favorable  impression  on  the  mind  of  every 
friend  of  literature  and  political  science. 

But,  in  a country  like  that  of  the  United  States, 
wherein  new  towns  are  known  as  of  almost  daily 
Origin,  and  new  counties,  and  even  new  states,  are 
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frequently  esttblished — wherein  the  constitutions 
of  states  are  oftentimes  altered,  amendt;d  or  mado 
a-new,  it  was  impossible  to  expect  that  a work  of 
this  sort  could  be  free  from  errors -and,  no  doubt, 
this  is  as  free  of  error  than  any  reasonable,  reflect- 
ing man  calculated  upon. 

Tile  chief  complaints  that  we  have  yet  het.rd,  are 
as  to  certain  inaccuracies  about  the  constitution  of 
Maryland,  and  some  omissions  in  regard  to  one  or 
two.  things  about  which  we,  in  this  state,  are  warm- 
ly interested.  As  soon  as  these  inaccuracie.s  and 
omissions  were  known,  the  publishers  cancelled  the 
objectionable  sheet  and  supplied  its,  place  with  a 
new  one.  What  more  could  be  asked  of  them — 
what  more  could  they  do?  Many  in  Baltimore  have 
regarded  the  people  of  Philadelphia  as  prejudiced 
and  unfriendly  to  them,  and  hence  the  excitement: 
but  is  it  possible  to  believe  that  the  publishers  of 
a work,  the  disbursements  for  which  we  suppose 
must  have  amounted  to  20  or  25,000  dollars,  would 
risk  a remuneration  of  that  sum  to  gratify  such  pre- 
judice or  wickedness?  Certainly  iiot — I speak  of 
the  publishers  as  persons  pursuing  their  interest; 

I personally  know  it  to  be  impossible  that  they 
should  willully  misrepresent  facts. 

These  remarks  have  occurred  on  reading  an  ar- 
ticle addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  “Federal  Rc- 
pubhean,”  by  Messrs.  Carey  & Lea,  and  published 
in  that  paper  of  Wednesday,  wherein  the  Register 
is  referred  to  to  excuse  or  palliate  the  errors  now 
corrected.  I thank  the  gentlemen  for  the  respectful 
manner  in  which  they  have  spoken  of  me  and  my 
work;  and,  without  hesitation,  repeat,  that  “//le  con. 
stitution  of  trds  state  loas  a batch  of  absurdities  at  first, 

; and  has  been  so  mended,  that  there  are  not  five  men 
•within  its  limits  -who  can  promptly  tell  -what  it  is.** 

In  conclusion,  1 again  recommend  this  Atlas  to 
the  public  patronage — it  is  a most  valuable  collec- 
tion of  facts,  and  deserves  a most  liberal  support. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus  has  arrived  at 
Charleston,  with  her  prize,  the  brig  Palmyra,  be- 
longing to  Porto  Rico,  lately  called  the  Panchita, 
a “notorious  character”  in  the  West  India  seas. 

From  the  account,  it  appears  that  when  the  Gram- 
pus  was  convoying  some  vessels  to  St.  Thomas,  this 
brig  came  within  hail,  saying  that  she  wished  to 
board  one  of  the  fleet,  and  was  told  it  would  not 
be  permitted.  “The  G.  left  St.  Thomas  14th  Au- 
gust, having  under  her  care  the  schooners  Velo- 
cede  and  Caduceus,  for  Curacoa,  and  next  day  saw 
a brig  in  chase;  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  saw  . 
the  same  brig  on  the.  weather-bow  and  gave  chase 
to  her;  she  hoisted  English  colors  and  then  chang- 
ed them  to  Spanish  and  fired  a gun  to  windward; 
and  at  half  past  10,  she  hoisted  a white  flag  at  the 
fore  top  mast,  arfd  was  soon  found  to  be  the  Palmy- 
ra. At  twenty  minutes. past  11,  the  Grampus  was 
brought  under  the  lee  of  the  brig,  within  pistol 
shot,  and  lieut.  Gregory  demun.led  her  instant  sur- 
render  as  a pirate;  the  brig  answered  that  the  de- 
mand was  not  understood,  and,  upon  its  being  re- 
peated,  she  commenced  a fire  upon  the  Grampus 
with  her  small  arms  and  carronades;  this  was  so 
effectually  returned,  that,  in  about  three  minutes 
and  a half  she  gave  up  the  combat,  being  a com- 
plete wreck,  having  one  killed  and  seven  wounded, 


54 


NILES’  REGISTER-- SEFrEMBEK  21,  1822-  MISCELLANEOUS. 


and  three  shot  between  wind  and  water,  both  pumps 
shot  through,  and  the  brig  in  a sinking  condi- 
tion. The  cry  of  we  are  sinking,  was  made  imme- 
diately upon  striking  her  hag,  and  boats  weredes 
patched  under  command  of  hcut.  Voorhies,  to  take 
charge  of  the  vessel,  and  save  her  if  possible.  It 
was  with  great  difficulty  and  after  great  exertions 
that  lieut.  V.  was  able  to  stop  the  leaks — the  water 
Was  on  the  cabin  door,  and  the  pumps  being  in  a 
great  measure  useless,  he  laid  her  over  on  her  side, 
by  shifting  her  guns  and  other  weiglity  articles  to 
tiie  sound  side  of  the  vessel,  and  by  that  means 
saved  her.  The  Grampus  received  a little  injury 
in  her  sails  and  rigging,  but  Itad  no  man  hurt.” — 
The  Palmyra  was  armed  with  one  long  brass  18 
pou:  der,  and  eight  IS-pounder  carronades,  and  had 
a crew  of  88  men,  “a  mixture  of  all  nations  and  the 
friends  of  none.”  It  was  ascertained  that  they  had 
robbed  several  vessels  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
part  of  her  crew  was  recogni/ied  as  having  commit- 
ted certain  acts  of  piracy- all  which,  it  seems  that 
lieut.  com.  Gregory  has  taken  care  to  obtain  the 
proof  of.  The  people  of  St.  Thomas  were  much 
pleased  with  the  capture  of  this  vessel.  The  sick 
and  wounded  were  sent  to  Porto  liico,  by  lieut. 
Gregory,  with  a letter  to  the  governor,  stating  the 
circumstances  under  which  he  had  made  the  cap- 
ture of  the  brig,  and  hoping  it  would  cause  no  cool- 
ness between  t'le, United  States  and  Spain.  But  it 
is  said  that  tlie  governor  immediately  embargoed 
all  the  American  vessels,  and  imprisoned  all  the 
American  citizens  there. 

On  board  of  the  Grampus  and  her  prize,  77  pri- 
soners, with  the  former  captain  of  the  brig,  were 
brough.t  in.  In  consequence  of  having  so  great  a 
numoer  on  board,  the  duty  of  the  officers  and  sea- 
men has  been  severe  to  guard  against  a surprise. 
They  slept  upon  deck  for  23  nights,  but  are  all 
healthy.  

The  DRouGiiT.  A York,  (Penn.)  paper,  speak- 
ing of  the  “Big  Conewago,”  says — “This  stream, 
which  is  the  reservoir  of  the  waters  on  this  side  of 
the  South  Mountain,  and  a range  of  lands  of  some 
20  or  25  miles  above  the  bridge  across  it  on  the 
Carlisle  road,  has  its  channel  entirely  bared  of  water. 
Above  this  bridge,  the  Conewago  receives  its  prin- 
cipal tributary  streams,  Oppossum,  Bermudian  and 
other  creeks,  which,'  in  low  water,  hitherto  pre- 
sented a volume  of  water,  filling  a channel  from  90 
to  120  feet  wide,  in  which  theie  was  not  a drop  to 
be  seen  on  the  13th  of  September,  1822. 

Massachusetts,  A census  of  the  population  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  year  1764,  (not 
sixty  years  ago),  has  just  been  published;  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  grand  total  was,  at  that 
day,  248,714  souls,  of  whom  only  20,788  belonged 
to  Maine.  The  population  of  Massachusetts  pro- 
per, was,  by  the  last  census,  622,287,  and  that  of 
Maine,  297,83.9;  making  together  821,126;  having 
more  than  trebled  within  the  period  of  sixty  years 

John  Hancock.  During  the  siege  at  Boston,  ge- 
neral Washington  consulted  coagess  upon  the  pro- 
priety of  bombarding  the  town  of  Boston.  Mr. 
Hancock  was  then  president  of  congress.  After 
general  Washington’s  letter  was  read,  a solemn 
silence  ensued.  This  was  broken  by  a member 
making  a motion  that  the  house  should  resolve  it- 
self into  a committee  of  the  whole,  in  order  that 
Mr.  Hancock  might  give  his  opinion  upon  the  im- 
portant subject,  as  he  was  deeply  interested  from 
having  all  his  estate  in  Boston.  After  he  left  the 
c^uir,  he  addressed  the  e.U.j^i;:man  of  cj^nunittee 


of  the  whole  in  the  following  words:  “It  is  true, 
sir,  nearly  all  the  properly  I have  in  the  world  is  in 
houses  and  other  real  estate  in  the  town  of  Boston; 
but,  if  the  expulsion  of  the  British  army  from  it, 
and  the  liberties  of  our  country  require  their  being 
burnt  to  ashes,  issue  the  orders  for  that  purpose 
immediately.” — Boston  Patriot, 

NAroEEON.  In  Dr.  Meara’s  work,  entitled  “A 
voice  from  St.  Helena,”  detailing  his  various  con- 
versations  with  the  late  emperor,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing as  his  own  words:  “ I’o  give  you  an  instance 
of  the  general  feeling  in  France  towards  the  Bour- 
bons, I will  relate  to  you  an  anecdote:— On  my  re- 
turn from  Italy,  while  my  carriage  was  ascending 
the  steep  hill  of  Tarare,  1 got  out  and  walked, 
without  any  attendants,  as  was  often  my  custom. 
My  wife  and  my  suite  were  at  a little  distance  be- 
liind  me.  Isaw  an  old  woman  lame,  hobbling  about 
with  the  help  of  a crutch,  endeavoring  to  ascend 
the  mountain.  I had  a great  coat  on,  and  was  not 
recognized.  I went  up  to  her,  and  said,  well  met 
bonne^  where  are  you  going  with  a haste  which  so 
little  belongs  to  your  year&i'  What  is  the  matter: 
“A/a  /o»,”  replied  the  old  dame,  “they  tell  me  the 
emperor  is  here,  and  1 wavit  to  see  him  before  I 
die.”  Bah!  bah!  said  I,  what  do  you  want  to  see 
him  for — what  have  you  gained  by  him?  he  is  a ty- 
rant as  Well  ais  the  others;  you  liave  only  changed 
one  tyrant  for  another,  Louis  fev  Napoleon.  “Aims 
Monsieur,  that  may  be;  but,  after  all,  he  is  the  king 
of  the  people,  an(l  the  Bourbons  were  the  kings  of 
the  nobles;  we  have  chosen  him,  and  if  we  are  to 
have  a tyrant,  let  him  be  one  chosen  by  ourselves.” 
There,  said  he,  you  have  the  sentiments  of  the 
French  nation  expressed  by  an  old  woman.” 

Steam.  From  an  English  paper.  On  a new  line, 
of  road  now  cutting  between  Bury  and  Bolton, 
about  half  a mile  distant  from  the  former  town,  one 
of  Kay  and  lloutledge’s  patent  rotary  engines  is 
a machine  something  similar  to  a bone  mill,  but 
considerably  stronger,  and  breaks  the  stones  to 
cover  the  road  at  the  astonishing  rate  of  70  or  80 
tons  in  10  hours.  The  engine  is  mounted  on 
wheels,  .so  that  it  can  be  removed  to  any  part  of 
the  road  without  being  taken  to  pieces.  This  no- 
vel application  of  the  power  of  steam  originated 
with  the  spirited  and  ingenious  inventor  of  the  ro- 
tary engine.  By  it  the  commissioners  of  the  road 
are  enabled  to  prepare  materials  on  a scale  of  eco- 
nomy not  before  contemplated. 

Law  case.  Copy  right  of  a newspaper— fr^om  a 
Scotch  paper.  On  the  4th  July,  the  court  of  session 
(second  division),  determined  an  important  point 
regarding  the  copyright  of  newspapers. 

John  and  Peter  Wilson,  in  1803,  established  a 
newspaper  called  the  Ayr  Advertiser,  or  West 
Country  Journal,  which  speedily  became  a lucra- 
tive concern,  and  thenceforward  belonged  to  them 
equally.  In  1809,  Peter  Wilson  sold  his  half 
share  to  a third  person,  receiving  a premium  or 
price  for  the  copy  right,  exclusive  of  the  stock. 
The  purchaser  afterwards  sold  it  to  two  strangers, 
receiving  the  same  premium  as  he  had  paid. 

John  Wilson  retained  his  original  half  jshare  till 
his  death  in  May,  1821.  Conceiving  it  to  be  a va- 
luable part  of  his  estate,  he,  by  his  will,  conveyed 
his  half  share  of  the  copyright  to  his  testamentary 
trustees.  In  all  the  changes  of  partners  or  pro- 
prietors, from  the  first  establishment  of  the  news- 
paper, there  had  been  no  written  contract  of  co- 
partnership  betwix|  Utem.  ' v . 
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John  Wilson’s  trustees  were  about  to  sell  his 
lialt'-share,  when  the  two  persons  who  had  last  pur- 
chased the  otlier  half  presented  a bill  of  suspension 
and  interdict,  to  have  the  trustees  restrained,  upon 
the  allegation  that  tliere  was  no  such  thing  as  tne 
copyright  of  a newspaper;  that  the  right  to  print 
and  publish  a newspaper,  exercised  oy  two  or  more 
persons  associated  together,  just  resembled  any 
other  trade;  and  that,  upon  the  death  ot  any  partner, 
there  being  no  written  contract  providing  otlter- 
wise,  the  good  will,  us  it  is  called,  of  the  business 
accrxied  to|the  survivors.  Lord  Meadowbank,  in 
the  bill  chamber,  appointed  the  bill  to  be  answer- 
ed, and  granted  the  interdict.  On  advising  tlie  bill, 
with  answers,  lord  Cnngletie  appointed  parties  to 
prepare  memorials  to  the  court.  In  these  memo- 
rials the  case  was  fully  argued. 

The  court  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the 
right  of  printing  and  publishing  a newspaper,  or 
the  share  of  such  a right,  however  anomalous  it 
may  be  in  point  of  principle,  and  whether  it  might 
be  called  copyright,  privilege,  property,  or  what- 
ever other  name,  is  a valuable  right,  now  perfectly 
known  and  understood,  and  is,  by  the  common  law, 
both  transferrable,  inter  vivos^  and  transmissible  to 
Jieirs,  ind^ipendently  of  any  written  contract  be- 
twixt jaartners  or  proprietors.  They,  therefore,  re- 
called the  interdict,  and  refused  the  bill,  with  full 
expenses. 

FOnSlON  NEWS. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  prospects  of  the 
harvest  in  England  continued  good,  and  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  people  of  Ireland  remainad  unamelio- 
rated. 

An  adder  has  been  killed  in  England  that  was 
found  to  contain  thirteen  young  partridges. 

Ko  fewer  than  6,040  persons  were  committed  to 
jail  in  5 yeai-s,  from  1815  to  1821,  under  the  game 
laws  of  England. 

Spain.  A squadron  was  about  to  sail  from  Tou- 
lon, supposed  to  be  intended  to  cruise  on  the  Me- 
diterranean coast  of  Spain.  The  hostile  designs  of 
France  are  now  pretty  evident,  and  it  seems  to  be 
a grand  project  to  get  possession  of  the  person  of 
the  king,  that  he  may  sanction,  by  his  presence,  an 
invasion  of  the  country!  The  Spaniards  appear  to 
be  aware  of  this;  and,  perhaps,  the  idea  may  cost 
the  poor  simple  creature  his  life,  before  there  is  an 
end  of  such  proceedings.  It  was  thought  that  the 
Spanish  minister  at  Paris  would  be  called  home. 

The  monk  of  La  Trappe,  who  excited  the  church 
militant  to  arms  in  defence  of  the  catholic  faith 
and  the  holy  inquisition,  made  himself  master  of  the 
forts  of  La  Leo  de  Urgel,  in  the  latter  part  of  June. 
He  has  since  assumed  the  title  of  “First  Consul  of 
the  moderate  republicans!” 

There  is  much  detail  about  the  proceedings  of 
the  “factious”  in  Spain.  In  some  instances  they 
appear  to  be  in  considerable  force,  armed  and  pre- 
pared to  effect  a change  of  the  constitutional  sys- 
tem to  an  absolute  monarchy.  Many  petit  battles 
take  place,  which  are  represented  to  be  as  gene- 
rally unfavorable  to  them.  The  accounts  chiefly 
go  to  shew  that  Spain  is  in  a very  disordered  condi- 
tion. The  whole  province  of  Catalonia  has  been 
declared  in  a state  of  war! 

The  “Aurora”  says — The  cortes  at  Madrid  have 
detected  and  possessed  themselves  of  a secret  trea- 
ty, entered  into  between  Louis  XVIII.  and  Ferdi- 
nand VII,  negociated  by  the  duke  del  Infantado  and 
count  Legarde;  which  had  in  its  express  view,  the 
overthrow  of  the  constitutional  and  {representative 
system  of  government. 


1'he  march  of  a large  French  army  to  the  fron- 
i\e.v,{cordon  s unit  air  e),\\r<xs  stipuldetl  to  be,  at  st-.ted 
times,  augmented  to  50,00J  men:  military  supplies 
to  be  provided  hy  France. 

fiicat  Dritum  to  aid  with  her  flee*,  and,  on  condi- 
tion tiiat  she  should  not  acknowledge  the  indepen- 
tlcnt  states  ot  the  new  world,  Spam  would  ceue  to 
her  the  island  of  Cuba. 

'fhis  treaty  was  entered  into  deliberately  by  Fer- 
dmuiul,  and  when  it  was  presented  to  limn  was  not 
denied;  but  he  promised  (tor  the  luiiidredtii  time) 
to  be  faithful  to  the  constitution,  if  spared  on  this 
occasion. 

The  seizure  and  execution  of  the  leaders  of  the 
liberales— Itiego,  Quirogu,  Stc.  were  among  the  sti- 
pulations, and  the  conoiuTence  of  Austria  and  Rus- 
sia was  expressly  stated. 

A Gibraltar  paper  of  Aug.  7,  says — The  follow- 
ing is  a translation  of  the  note  addressed  to  the 
Spanish  secretary  of  state  tor  the  foreign  depart- 
ment, by  the  foreign  ministers  at  Madrid,  on  tlieZtU 
of  July,  of  which  an  article  in  the  Universal,  refer- 
red to  in  the  Chronicle  of  the  20th  of  the  same 
month,  had  enabled  us  to  give  but  an  imperfect 
idea: 

“After  the  deplorable  occurrences  wiiicli  have 
just  taken  place  in  this  capital,  the  undersigned,  a 
prey  to  the  liveliest  apprehensions,  on  account  both 
of  the  terrible  situation  liis  catholic  majesty  and 
his  family  are  placed  in,  and  of  the  dangers  which 
threaten  their  august  heads,  again  address  his  ex- 
cellency, Mr.  Martinez  de  la  Roza,  to  repeat,  with 
all  tiie  solemnity  wuich  interests  of  such  magnitude 
call  for,  the  verbal  declarations  which  they  have  hud 
the  honor  collectively  to  make  to  his  excellency. 

“ I'he  fate  of  Spain  and  of  ail  Europ.  t!us  day 
depends  on  the  security  and  inviolability  of  li\s  ca 
Ihollc  majesty  and  of  his  family;  this  precious  de- 
posite  IS  committed  to  the  care  of  his  uiaje.-ity’s 
government,  and  the  undersigned  take  pleasove  i;i 
renewing  the  acknowledgment,  that  it  could  not 
have  been  entrusted  to  ministers  more  honorable, 
or  more  worthy  of  confidence. 

“Vhe  undersigned,  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
explanations,  full  of  dignity,  loyalty  and  regard  for 
his  catholic  majesty,  which  they  yesterday  heard 
from  the  mouth  of  his  excellency  Mr.  Martinez  de 
la  Roza,  would  be  wanting  in  their  most  sacred  duty, 
if  they  should  not  repeat,  on  this  occasion,  in  the 
name  of  their  respective  sovereigns,  and  in  the 
most  fornaal  manner,  the  declaration  that,  on  the 
conduct  which  will  be  observed  towards  his  catho- 
lic majesty,  irrevocably  depend  the  relations  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  whole  of  Europe,  and  that  the 
least  insult  to  king’s  majesty  would  plunge  the 
peninsula  into  an  abyss  of  calamities. 

“The  undersigned  avail  themselves  of  this  op- 
portunity to  renew,  Sic.” 

(Signed)  The  nuncio  of  his  holiness;  the  minis- 
ters of  France  and  Denmark;  the  charge 
d’afiairs  of  Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  the 
Netlierlaiids,  Saxony,  Portugal  and  Sar- 
dinia. 

[The  British  minister,  it  was  stated  in  the  above 
mentioned  article  of  the  Universal,  refused  to  sign 
the  foregoing  note  on  the  ground  ol  mere  etiquette, 
but  sent  in  a separate  one  to  the  same  effect.] 
Italp.  By  a storm  of  wind  and  hail,  127  persons 
were  killed  in  the  city  of  Venice,  on  the  24th  of 
June. 

Si9sden.  The  king  of  Sweden  has  issued  an 
Ordonnance,  by  which  Swedish  subjects  are  per- 
mitted to  trade  with  all  the  places  of  the  South 
American  goatiaent.  To  entourage  that  commerce 
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Still  more,  a diminution  of  tke  custom  duties,  which  | 
hitherto  took  place  only  in  certain  cases,  will  ex- 1 
tcfid  to  all  merchandise  coming  from  South  Arne-  i 
rica  to  Sweden,  imported  in  Swedish  vessels.  [ 

Jinssia.  From  a report  lately  made  ot  the  extent,  1 
population,  industry,  commerce,  &c.  of  the  Russian  j 
empire,  it  appears  the  50  governments  of  Russia  | 
comprehend  298,950  geog'raphical  square  miles,  . 
and  contain  40,067,000  inhabitants.  There  are  3742  [ 
manufactories  in  the  empire.  The  capital  employ- 1 
ed  in  commerce,  as  stated  by  merchants,  amounts  j 
to  319, 660,000  roubles.  The  revenue  arising  from  ! 
the  poll-tax,  and  that  upon  drink,  is  stated  at  169,  \ 
350,000  roubles.  | 

Turkey.  It  is  confirmed  that  the  Greeks  succeed-  j 
ed  in  blowing  up  some  of  the  Turkish  fleet,  by  their 
lire  ships — one  of  them  was  a new  74,  with  the  cap- 
tain pacha  and  2000  m:n.  In  consequence,  tbe/«n^ 
massacre  took  place  at  Scio,  and  between  4 and 
5000  persons  were  butchered.  The  Greeks  at  sea 
are  still  able  to  check,  if  not  defeat,  the  whole  naval 
power  of  the  Turks;  and  they  feel  a confidence  of 
being  able  to  work  out  their  own  liberation.  Near- 
ly the  whole  of  the  M orea  is  in  their  possession,  and 
their  army  therein  is  reported  at  60,000  men,  tolera- 
bly well  armed,  but  wanting  ammunition.  The 
l urks  only  hold  two  places  in  Candia — the  Egyp- 
tian and  Barbary  fleets  had  attempted  to  relieve 
them,  but  they  were  beaten  off  with  considerable 
Joss.  The  following  is  given  as  an  account  of  the 
naval  forces  of  the  Turks  and  Greeks — that  of  the 
former,  in  the  hands  of  our  brave  and  experienc- 
ed seamen,  would  prove  itself  the  most  powerful: 
the  Turks  have  6 line  of  battle  ships,  11  frigates, 
15  to  20  corvettes,  and  20  gun  boats;  the  Greeks 
in  two  divisions  of  40  each,  principally  brigs  of 
about  250  tons,  a few  ships,  say  8 or  10,  of  4 to  500 
tons. 

East  Indies,  A new  weekly  paper,  edited  by  a 
learned  Hindoo,  has  been  recently  published  in  In- 
dia, in  the  Bengalee  language.  It  is  the  first  at- 
tempt of  the  kind;  but  the  first  and  second  num- 
bers were  purchased  with  so  much  avidity  that  both 
were  out  of  print.  '1  he  subjects  on  which  they 
treated  werfe  the  liberty  of  the  native  press,  and 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury.  The  title  of  the  paper 
is  as  singular  as  its  publication  is  novel.  It  is  enti- 
tled Co-wmuddyf*’  or  the  **JVloon  of  Intel- 

iig-ence.’*  The  Sun  and  the  Star  are  by  no  means 
uncommon  titles;  but  this  is  the  first  instance  we 
have  known  in  which  an  editor  has  even  impliedly 
admitted  the  existence  of  lunar  influence  as  appli- 
ed to  himself,  although  the  fraternity  are  often  very 
willing  to  acknowledge  the  great  extent  to  which 
it  prevails  over  others! 

Barbary,  The  plague  rages  Severely  at  Algiers. 
It  lately  prevailed  through  the  whole  country,  but, 
in  the  present  case,  is  yet  confined  to  the  capital. 

Peru.  The  state  of  Peru  has  established  a new 
flag  of  three  stripes,  two  of  a carnation  red  on  the 
exterior  of  a white  stripe;  in  the  centre  of  the  white 
stripe,  a sun  in  carnation  red.  The  superior  flag, 
or  flag  of  the  state,  a carnation  red,  with  a sun,  all 
in  white  in  the  centre.  The  colors  of  merchantmen 
to  be  the  same  as  the  national,  three  stripes, 
r Buenos  Jlyres^  May  23.  The  government  has  this 
day  received  a communication  from  the  agent  ofj  ihe 
United  States  of  North  America,  by  which  the  most 
important  facts  are  made  known. 

1.  A message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  a report  from  the  secretary  of  state  to 
the  congress  of  the  United  States,  of  which  exact 
translations  shall  be  ma.de  and  published  in  the  ga- 
zettes. 


2.  Both  of  these  documents  shall  be  published 
and  printed  separately,  in  a supplementary  number 
of  the  official  register. 

3.  This  supplement  shall  be  issued  and  circulated 
free  of  expense. 

4 The  minister  of  exterior  relations  is  charged 
wiih  the  fulfilment  of  this  order,  and  distribution  of 
the  supplementary  register. 

(Signed)  RODRIGUES,  President. 

Bernardo  Rivadavia,  Sec’ry  of  state. 

Hayti.  A letter  dated  Port  au  Prince,  Aug  24, 
says — Gen.  Remain,  a former  duke  of  Christophe’s, 
undertook  to  raise  a kind  of  insurrection  among 
the  Haytians;  his  purpose  was,  however,  defeated 
by  his  aiTest,  and  he  not  being  willing  to  be  taken, 
or,  at  lea.st,  making  considerable  resistance,  was 
immediately  shot  by  the  guard  in  the  street  of  Leo- 
gane,  a town  about  30  miles  distant  from  this  place; 
he  had  also  hired  a young  man  to  bear  despatches 
to  Cape  Ilaytien^  his  place  of  residence,  for  the 
purpose  of  exciting  them  to  an  insurruction;  the 
messenger  was,  however,  caught,  brought  to  this 
place,  had  his  trial  on  the  20th,  was  shot  the  same 
day,  which  1 was  witness  to;  since  which  president 
Boyer  has  issued  the  following  proclamation; 

Proclamation  to  ihe  people  and  army. 

John  Petf.ii  Boteb,  president  of  Hayti. 

Citizens — Our  country  was  but  a short  time  ago 
divided  and  torn  by  intestine  factions.  The  traces 
of  desolation  are  to  be  seen  every  where;  we  still 
behold  the  victims  of  those  frightful  times  when 
crime  was  heaped  upon  crime,  and  when  unbridled 
passions,  overturning  what  might  have  constituted 
the  force  of  the  country,  prepared  an  easy  access 
for  foreign  enemies,  who  unceasingly  meditated 
the  destruction  of  our  national  independence. 

You  cannot  have  forgotten  the  calamities  which 
have  afflicted  you  for  more  than  twenty  years;  you 
are  not  ignorant  of  the  want  of  union  being  the  sole 
cause  of  all  your  misfortunes.  You  are  witnesses, 
that  the  government,  since  the  foundation  of  the 
republic,  has  not  deviated  from  the  route  marked 
out  for  the  amelioration  of  your  condition.  By  perse- 
verance and  good  faith,  by  watchings  and  sacrifices, 
it  has  dissipated  the  clouds  which  were  gather- 
ed over  your  heads;  it  has  united  and  attached  the 
scattered  parts  of  the  state  to  a common  centre,  and 
has  formed  out  of  all  the  Haytians  only  one  family, 
rendering  triumphant  throughout  our  island  the 
principles  of  true  liberty,  the  . advantages  of  a wise 
equality. 

The  prosperous  futurity  which  such  a change 
seemed  to  promise  to  the  children  of  Hayti  fright- 
ened its  foreign  enemies,  and  overwhelmed  with 
chagrin  those  tew  within  it  who  regarded  the  nation 
as  existing  only  for  themselves,  and  who  were  ever 
ready  to  sacrifice  it  to  their  vanity  and  ambition. 
Thus  both  conspired  against  the  public  felicity,  be- 
cause their  efforts,  altogether  directed  to  a differ- 
ent end,  co-operated  to  impede  our  progress  to 
prosperity. 

In  fact,  whilst  I pacified  the  eastern  part,  and  that 
glorious  revolution  proved  to  Europe  the  force  of 
our  institutions  and  the  shameful  and  fruitless  at- 
tempts of  France  against  the  Presquile  of  Samana, 
gen.  Romain,  a man  whom,  on  account  of  his  age, 
(and  with  a view  to  satisfy  such  as  dreamt  of  our 
ruin,  that  no  individual  influence  could  overturn 
the  state),  I had  rescued  from  the  death  he  merited 
for  having  organized  the  conspiracy  at  Gonaives 
in  February,  1821,  sent  secret  emissaries  to  the 
north  to  foment  troubles  and  augment  Ihe  number 
of  his  partizans — with  what  intentions?  It  could 
only  be  for  the  purpose  of  subjecting  his  felIow-ci» 
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tizens  and  of  obtaining  the  supreme  command,  by 
pursuing  the  path  pointed  out  to  him  by  Christophe. 
He,  therefore,  made  use  of  the  same  means  as  the 
latter  did  against  the  victorious  Petion  to  excite 
doubts  as  to  his  devotion  to  his  country. 

With  the  exception  of  a few  wretched  intriguers, 
none  have  become  the  dupes  of  the  artifices  ot 
Romain,  who,  more  effectually  to  deceive  good  ci- 
tizens, sent,  in  the  names  of  generals  Gedeon  and 
Lainolteaigion,  a messenger  to  general  Magiiy,  to 
excite  disquietude  in  his  bosom  and  to  shake  his 
devotion.  For  this  purpose  the  old  and  ridiculous 
measure  was  resorted  to,  of  spreading  a report  that 
the  country  Tvas  said  to  the  French.  Gen.  Magni’, 
highly  honorable  and  indignant  at  tlie  massage 
which  had  been  addressed  to  him,  arrested  James 
Peter  Lamotle,  the  bearer  of  it,  and  informed  me 
of  the^conspiracy  that  existed.  In  answer  to  gen. 
Magny  1 repelled  the  idea  of  generals  Gedeon  and 
Lamotteaigron  being  the  authors  of  this  infamous 
message— and  ordered  the  criminal  messenger  to 
this  capital.  But  general  Romain  heard  of  this 
the  moment  it  reached  Leogane,  and  attempted  to 
escape  from  that  place,  in  which  he  was  a prisoner. 
General  Gedeon,  who  was  responsible  for  his  per- 
son, and  charged  with  strictly  watching  him,  then 
ordered  him  to  the  guard  house— he  formally  re- 
fused to  obey,  and  compelled  them  to  use  an  armed 
force,  which  he  also  resisted:  It  is  this  resistance 

which,  to  my  sincere  regret  and  contrary  to  my  in- 
tentions, has  caused  the  death  of  general  Romain, 
who  doubtless  preferred  thus  to  bury  his  crime 
than  to  appear  before  judges  whose  severe  equity 
would  have  quickly  unveiled  his  abominable  ma- 
chinations. Such  has  been  the  end  of  a man,  who, 
because  he  fought,  as  did  many  others,  for  fiis 
country,  supposed  he  could  subject  it  to  his  will 
and  his  caprices.  This  circumstance,  although  it 
has  opened  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  and  has  called 
forth  additional  proofs  of  their  unshaken  disposi- 
tion, has,  nevertheless,  induced  other  intriguers  of 
a different  class  to  believe,  that  the  moment  was 
favorable  for  the  execution  of  their  projects,  by 
becoming  the  complaisant  echoes  of  the  seditious 
words  of  general  Romain.  Public  opinion  has  de- 
feated the  plans  of  these  perverse  men,  and  the  vi- 
gilance of  government  will  pursue  them  till  they 
have  fallen  beneath  the  sword  of  the  law. 

Citizens,  the  government,  strong  in  the  rectitude 
ofits  principles,  will  always  march  with  a firm  step, 
in  order  that  you  may  enjoy  that  peace  which  is 
the  disdain  of  your  enemies,  and  for  which  you 
have  made  such  heroic  sacrifices.  Neither  the 
speeches  nor  the  arts  of  ambitious  men  shall  in- 
timidate them;  but  your  repose  will  be  troubled, 
5'our  families  tormented  if  you  do  not  exert  your- 
selves to  stifle  them,  by  denouncing  to  the  magis- 
trates placed  as  a guard  over  the  public  tranquili- 
ty, those  persons  who  spread  alarming  reports, 
whose  seditious  proposals  have  a tendency  to  shake 
your  confidence.  Observe  well  that  these  atrabi- 
larious  characters  are  to  be  found  in  all  countries; 
they  are  restless  and  envious,  never  satisfied  with 
what  may  be  done  for  them,  and  their  tastes  flat- 
tered only  by  the  adoption  of  such  innovations  as 
they  themselves  propose.  Thank  heaven,  their 
number  is  but  small,  and  your  patriotism  sufficient 
to  restrain  them,  and  prevent  them  from  again  unit- 
ing in  order  to  divide  you.  If,  I repeat,  you  point 
them  out  to  the  proper  authority,  they  shall  no 
longer  be  the  ag^-nts  of  our  external  enemies,  who 
await  only  the  slightest  disturbance  in  our  country 
*ofall  on  it  and  destroy  all  that  you  have  done  for 


the  happiness  of  your  posterity  and  the  glory  of  the 
Haytian  name. 

Magistrates,  functionaries  of  every  description,  • 
you  are  responsible  for  the  public  tranquility;  re- 
collect  that  the  people  wish  to  enjoy  their  liberty, 
their  independence:  that  it  will  no  longer  be  the 
sport  of  intrigues  and  factions;  that  it  will  obey 
only  the  voice  of  government  for  the  defence  of  its 
interests  and  its  righlsr.  Hunt  down  the.se  alarmists, 
whomsoever  they  may  be,  or  to  wliatever  corpora- 
tion they  may  belong;  pursue  them  according  to 
the  established  rules,  that  they  may  be  convicted 
and  punished  according  to  law,  and  that  the  honest 
and  peaceable  citizen  may  be  protected.  Fulfil, 
punctually,  the  obligations  you  contracted  on  ac- 
cepting public  stations;  know  that  if  your  fellow 
citizens  consent  to  respect  you,  to  honor  you  as 
public  officers,  it  is  because  they  consider  you  as 
the  watchful  guardians  of  their  repose;  far  be  from 
you  the  criminal  idea  of  acting  like  those  men, 
who  were  ambitious  of  authority,  solely  because  it 
offered  them  lucrative  advantages,  and  the  power 
of  oppressing  their  fellow  creatures. 

Soldiers — You  have  ever  been  in  the  republic, 
and  will  forever  be  the  columns  on  which  the  na- 
tional  edifice  will  rest.  You  will  be  constantly  the 
terror  of  designing  men,  since  you  have  learnt  to 
appreciate  the  sweets  of  liberty  amidst  privations 
and  sufferings  known  only  in  camps.  You  have 
sworn  on  your  arms,  fidelity  to  government;  listen 
to  my  voice,  it  will  be  raised  oidy  to  direct  you  in 
the  path  of  honOr;  you  have  seen  me  sharing  your 
pains,  your  fatigues  and  your  dangers;  you  will  still 
behold  me,  to  my  latest  breath,  consecrating  my 
existence  to  your  liappiness,  and  to  make  you  fondly 
cherish  our  rallying  words— Long  live  liberty!  Long 
live  independence!  Long  live  the  republic! 

At  the  national  palace  of  Port  au  Prince,  I9th 
August.  1822.  BOYER. 

By  the  president. 

B.  Imoinac,  Sec*ry  geiCl. 

Mexico,  A letter  published  at  Havana,  repre- 
sents this  country  as  already  so  dissatisfied  at  the 
new  order  of  things,  as  to  have  caused  the  assem- 
blage of  a force  of  10,000  men,  who  call  themselves 
the  '■*army  of  the  republic.’*  If  such  is  the  fact,  and 
such  they  are,  we  wish  success  to  them. 


The  Shakei’is. 

from  THE  PITTSBURG  (pa).  RECORDBR. 

The  following  account  of  the  Shakers,  in  War- 
ren county,  Ohio,  has  been  furnished  by  the  rev. 
Jonathan  Leslie.  It  probably  contains  as  correct 
and  particular  information  of  their  peculiar  tenets 
and  practices  as  any  heretofore  published. 

Mr,  Andreivs — I here  send  you  an  account  of 
the  Shakers  and  their  creed,  taken  from  person- 
al knowledge,  and  acknowledged  correct  by  their 
elders,  together  with  some  of  my  own  remarks  on 
their  appearance,  manner  of  worship.  Sec,  You 
are  welcome  to  publish  the  whole,  or  any  part  of 
it,  as  you  may  think  best. 

The  Shakers  live  in  a village  called  Union,  dO 
mile.s  from  Cincinnati,  and  4 from  Lebanon,  the  seal 
of  justice  for  Warren  county,  Oliio. 

Their  number  is  600,  and  they  live  in  11  families. 
The  number  of  individuals  in  each  family  vari«.s 
from  40  to  60,  one  half  men,  the  otlier  hall  women, 
who  attend  to  their  appropriate  business. 

Their  dwelling  houses  are  brick  and  frame,  spa- 
cious, neat  and  plain,  well  finished  and  convenit  nt. 
Their  apartments  are  not  decorated  with  ornaments; 
but  are  supplied  with  useful  furniture.  They  are 


38 


NILES’  REGISTEIL-  SEP11EMBER  21,  1322  -THE  SHAKERS 


neat  farmers,  and  their  mechanical  work  is  complete- 
ly executed.  Their  orchards  and  gjardens  are  ex- 
tensive.  They  have  plenty  to  eat  and  wear,  and 
appear  to  be  contented  with  their  condition.  They 
are  hospitable  and  social,  and  frequently  bestow 
large  charities  to  worthy  objects. 

They  have  a meeting-house,  two  stories  65  by  56. 
The  outside  is  painted  white,  the  roof  as  well  as  the 
walls,  which  gives  it  a singular  appearance.  In 
the  upper  slor>  the  ministry  live.  They  are  two 
men  anil  two  women,  vho  are  said  to  have  arriv- 
ed to  an  extraordinary  degree  of  holiness.  They 
superintend  tlie  whole  community,  visit  different 
stations,  and  hear  the  confessions  of  those  who  are 
initiated  into  tiieir  community.  The  lower  story 
is  for  pubhc  worship  (-n  the  S^ibbath,  and  in  it 
are  accommodations  for  a great  number  of  specta- 
tors. 

In  each  family  are  tw’o  male  and  two  female  el- 
ders, who  ha\e  the  whole  spiritual  direction  of  the 
meirbers,  and  two  male  deacons,  who  furnish  the 
kitchen,  and  attend  to  all  the  temporal  concerns  of 
the  family. 

I first  called  at  a great  house,  opposite  the  meet- 
i'ng-housp,  and  had  considerable  conversation  with 
three  eiders;  who  are  men  of  intelligence  and  ca- 
pable of  e:< pressing  their  ideas  clearly.  They  di- 
rected me  to  Matthew  Huston,  for  they  Mr,  no  one 
who  is  appoitued  to  converse  with  the  people  of 
the  world,  and  to  entertain  them.  He  had  former 
ly  been  a Piesbytenan  minister,  and  left  that  body 
in  the  time  of  the  revival  in  Kentucky.  He  ap- 
peared very  willing  to  gratify  my  curiosity,  and 
answer  the  queries  L made  relative  to  their  belief 
and  practice. 

At  8 o’clock,  their  stated  hour  for  evening  devo- 
tion, a folding  door  v/as  opened,  which  united  two 
spacious  rooms.  The  men  and  women  formed  each 
a column  facing  one  another,  with  a space  between, 
at  the  head  of  wliich  elder  Huston  stood.  Their 
devotion  commenced  by  all  singing  a hymn,  in  one 
part  of  music.  The  tune  was  lively,  and  their 
words  were  plainly  pronounced.  Amongst  the 
women,  were  several  little  girls.  After  .singing, 
the  elder  gave  a short  exhortation,  and  bade  them 
prepare  for  labor.  l*hen  the  men  pulled  off  their 
coats,  and  the  women  some  of  their  loose  clothes, 
and  all  faced  towards  the  head  of  their  column. — 
Four  of  the  brethren  and  a?^any  sisters  sung  and 
the  rest  danced.  At  certain  turns  in  the  music, 
they  spat  on  their  hands,  turned  entirely  round 
and  fetill  continued  dancing.  They  sung  a more 
lively  tune,  and  danced  with  a more  lively  step. — 
They  sung  another  hymn  and  immediately  retired 
to  rest. 

My  feelings  at  what  I have  just  seen  I cannot  ex- 
press. Their  hymns  are  poor  compositions,  and  par- 
take strongly  of  their  peculiar  sentiments.  Their 
singing  and  dancing  are  very  similar  to  what  1 have 
frequently  seen  practised  by  the  Indians.  Never 
did  a greater  mixture  of  sensations  crow’d  upon 
my  mind.  1 felt  contempt  for  their  folly,  pity  for 
■their  ignorance,  indignation  at  their  leaders,  who, 
to  think  the  most  charitably  of  them,  ought  to 
know  better,  and  I wept  at  the  awful  disappoint- 
ment they  must  experience  when  tliey  enter  the 
eternal  world — when  their  sandy  foundation  shall 
be  swept  away,  their  hopes  fall,  and  they  be  forever 
undone! 

I retired  to  rest;  but  the  recollection  of  what  I 
had  seen  drove  sleep  from  my  eyes.  I concluded 
they  only  are  happy  whom  the  arms  of  everlasting 
love  support. 


In  the  morning  they  rose  at  4 o’cock  and  one 
half  hour  after  attended  their  morning  devotions. 
Theyjtook  their  places  as  described  last  evening, 
and  sung  a hymn  of  praise  to,  and  expressive  of,  con- 
fidence in  God  their  mother,  after  which  they  all 
fell  upon  their  knees,  and  appeared  to  be  in  silent 
devotion  for  some  minutes.  They  then  arose  and 
went  to  their  respective  apartments. 

They  are  regular  and  systematic  in  every  thing 
they  do.  They  retire  at  9 o’clock,  rise  at  4,  break- 
fast at  6,  dine  at  12,  and  sup  at  6.  They  keep  a 
school,  where  children  of  both  sexes  are  taught. — 

It  is  said  that  their  teachers  assiduously  inculcate 
their  peculiar  principles  upon  their  pupils.  When 
their  children  are  of  lawful  age  to  act  for  them.selves, 
they  insist  on  their  making  a choice  either  fully  to 
unite  with  the  community  or  to  leave  it.  They  in- 
form me  that,  in  seven  year.s  past,  200,  young  and 
old,  have  joined  their  community.  They  have  no 
summary  of  doctrine;  but,  by  looking  over  their 
books,  and  from  conversation  with  tliem,  I drew  up 
the  following  creed,  which  they  acknowledge  as 
their  belief. 

There  is  one  God,  but  no  Trinity  of  persons  in 
the  Godhead.  That  the  Son  is  inferior  to  the  Fa- 
ther, and  in  the  work  of  creation  was  used  as  a 
subordinate  agent.  That  the  principal  excellency 
of  the  man  Jesus  Christ  consisted  in  his  being  filled 
with  the  divine  spirit.  They  deny  the  propitiatory 
nature  of  the  atonement  of  Christ,  and  hold  that  he 
suffered  only  for  our  example,  to  show  us  how  we 
are  to  crucify  the  flesh,  that  is,  to  eradicate  our  na- 
tural propensities  and  affections.  They  believe 
that  none  of  those  who  died  before  Christ  went  to 
heaven,  but  that  a number  of  them  went  with  him 
to  that  blessed  place,  after  his  resurrection. 

They  belive  that  the  plan  of  salvation  was  not 
developed,  nor  perfect  holiness  required  of  those 
who  then  professed  religion.  But  that  Christ  has 
come  a second  time,  “without  sin  unto  salvation,” 
in  the  person  of  a female;  and  now  the  plan  of  sal- 
vation is  perfectly  revealed  and  understood  by  all 
Shakers;  perfect  holiness  is  now  required  and  at- 
tainable, and  the  example  of  Christ  is  to  be  literally 
followed.  Hence  they  w'ill  not  permit  the  mem- 
bers of  their  church  to  marry;  nor  those,  who  are 
married,  when  they  unite  with  them,  to  live  toge- 
ther as  husband  and  wife.  They  believe  they  are  the 
children  of  the  resurrection,  and  must  neither  mar- 
ry nor  be  given  in  marriage,  but  be  as  the  angels 
ofbeaven. 

They  deny  the  doctrine  of  God’s  decrees,  and 
of  justification  through  faith  on  the  merits  of  Christ, 
But  believe,  when  they  confess  their  sins  to  their 
ministry  and  are  absolved,  they  then  live  perfectly 
holy  and  free  from  every  taint  of  sin.  They  be- 
lieve the  day  of  judgment  commenced  when  Christ 
appeared  the  second  time  in  the  person  of  Anna 
Lee,  and  that  it  is  still  progressing.  That  her  spi- 
rit diffused  on  the  ministry  enables  them  to  judge, 
acquit,  or  condemn,  and  that  they  confer  a portion 
of  that  same  spirit  on  all  that  they  account  worthy 
of  eternal  life,  which  lives  in,  and  continually  go- 
verns them. 

They  say  the  resurrection  is  past,  and  will  never 
be  a resurrection  of  the  body.  They  beheve  that 
judgment,  begun  in  this  world,  will  be  continued 
until  all  the  souls  of  the  wicked,  who  departed  this 
life  ignorant  of  the  gospel,  as  it  is  held  by  the  fa- 
kers, have  an  offer  of  it,  and  if  they  become  fma- 
kers,  they  shall  be  saved;  if  not,  they  sballrbe  made 
eternally  miserable.  They  believe  the  Bible  is  of 
no  use  oow,  farther  than  to  prove  the  introduction 
of  their  new  dispensation.  U is  the  old  heavens  whicli 


NILES’  REGISTER- SEPTEMBER  21,  1822— COLONIZATION  SOCIETY", 


have  passed  away.  They  deny  the  charge  ofwor  | 
shipping' Anna  Lee.  They  trace  llie  origin  of  their  j 
depfjmination  from  the  French  Jumpers. 

Tiiough  they  disavow  worshipping  Anna  Lee, 
yet  in  their  hymns  they  address  their  parents  and 
their  mother.  It  is  my  opinion  they  worship  her  as 
much  as  they  worship  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  j 


Alassaduisetts  Colonization  Society. 

l\om  the  Boston  Daily  shiver tise7'.  Sept.  7. 

The  adjourned  meeting  on  the  subject  of  an 
Auxiliary  Colonization  Society,  and  of  a society  to 
aid  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  was  held 
on  Wednesday  evening,  George  lilahe,  esq.  in  the 
chair,  Mr.  Le-zvLs  'I'appan,  secretary,  in  the  absence 
of  the  rev.  .Mr.  Frothingham,  who  acted  as  secreta- 
ry at  the  previous  meeting.  The  following  report 
was  presented  by  the  committee  and  read,  and,  af 
ter  an  interesting  discussion  of  the  whole  subject, 
was  unanimously  accepted.  I 

The  com'iiittee  appointed  to  consider  the  expe.  i 
diency  of  forming  a society  for  the  purpose  of  aid- 
ing the  funds  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  | 
or  of  assisting  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  j 
have  paid  such  attention  to  the  subject  referred  to  } 
them  as  the  time  and  their  opportunities  would  1 
permit,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  re-  j 
port:—  I 

The  importance  of  providing  some  remedy  for  j 
the  evils  arising  from  tlie  rapid  relative  increase  of  i 
the  black  population  in  some  portions  of  our  coun- 
try, is  becoming  every  year  more  serious.  It  i.s  now 
well  known,  that,  where  a slave  population  abounds, 
their  ratio  of  increase  is  much  greater  than  that  of  | 
the  people  among  whom  they  live;  hence  the  time 
cannot  be  far  distant,  when  their  numbers,  in  some 
of  the  states,  and  their  power,  will  predominate 
over  that  of  those  who  hold  them  in  servitude,  un- 
less some  mode  is  devised  of  diminisliing  their 
Ttumbers,  or  some  provision  made  for  removing  the 
surplus  portion  of  them. 

It  was  in  the  expectation  of  furnishing,  in  some 
measure,  a remedy  for  these  evils,  or  at  least  of 
diminishing  their  danger,  that  the  American  Socie- 
ty for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color  of  the 
United  States  was  established.  The  society  has 
been  in  operation  nearly  six  years,  and  its  affairs  | 
appear  to  have  been  conducted  with  much  enter-  j 
prize  and  zeal,  and,  as  your  committee  believe,  in 
a spirit  of  enliglited  Christian  benevolence.  j 

Were  the  objects  of  the  society  extended  no  i 
farther  than  to  the  colonization  of  such  people  of 
color  in  our  counti’y*  as  are  already  free,  or  who 
will  become  free  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events, 
they  would  not,  in  the  view  of  the  committee,  be  I 
such  as  to  excite  that  deep  interest  among  us,  which 
is  necessary  to  secure  a very  active  co-operation. 
It  might,  indeed,  afford  some'  advantages  to  that 
unhappy  people  to  remove  them  from  their  present 
vlegraded  state,  to  a conditition  more  free  from 
temptations  to  vice,  and  more  favorable  to  moral  i 
and  intellectual  improvement;  and  it  would,  doubt- 
less, confer  a benefit  upon  the  community  from 
which  they  are  taken.  And  if,  through  the  medium  | 
of  a colony  thus  established,  the  arts  of  civilized 
life  and  the  blessings  of  Christianity  can  be  intro- 
duced among  the  people  who  are  ignorant  of  both, 
the  good  that  may  be  done,  may  be  greatly  increas- 
ed. But  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects,  va- 
luable as  they  are,  appears  too  remote  and  of  too 
difficult  attainment  to  admit  of  their  enlisting  our 
feelings  very  ardently  in  the  cause.  Other  objects 
of  benevolence  press  upon  us  with  more  urgent 


soliciations  and  more  immediate  prospects  of  use- 
fulness. 

But  if,  while  those  purposes  are  accor.  Yrr-bed, 
the  colonization  of  llie  free  people  of  cob  r v.  ill  aid 
effectually  ii>  the  sujipression  of  the  slave  trade,  so 
as  to  lead  to  the  entire  abolition  of  tiiat  detest  ible 
traffic;  and,  at  the  same  time,  afford  such  eiirou- 
ragiment  to  the  emancipation  of  slaves  as  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  gradual  extermination  of  sla- 
very, it  would  become  an  object  worthy  of  ti  c at- 
tention and  assistance  of  the  whole  Christian  world. 

'Fhat  such  are  the  designs  and  expectations  of 
those  who  are  most  octive  in  managing  the  concer’  -. 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  the  coinmiit- 
tee  have  the  I'uliest  coniidence.  The  committee 
are  not  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  how  far  these 
expectations  are  hkt  ly  to  be  realized.  If  a ctdor.y, 
decidedly  and  actively  hostile  to  the  slave  trade, 
can  be  maintained  on  tlie  coast  of  Africa,  apd  espe- 
cially if  several  could  be  supported  on  different 
parts  of  that  coast',  much  might  doubtless  be  deni 
to  aid  cruisers  in  the  pursuit  of  slave  ships,  b}-  fur- 
nishing supplies,  and  by  giving  information  of  their 
places  of  rendezvous.  VVe  are  also  assured  that 
there  are  proprietors  of  .slaves  who  are  desirous  (;f  • 

emancipating  them,  and  that  many  will  he  thu^^ 
emancipated  a?  soon  as  an  asylum  shall  be  suitably 
prepatf.l  for  them,  and  the  means  provided  of 
transporting  them  to  it. 

We  h tve  no  means  of  ascertaining  liow  extensive- 
ly such  a disposition  prevails  among  the  hoiders  of  '' 
slaves.  But  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  tiiat  it  is  at 
present  limited,  to  a very  small  proportion  of  them. 

Tlie  events  of  the  last  two  or  three  years  have  fur- 
nished melanclioly  proof,  tliat  the  great  body  of  the 
people  in  the  slave  holding  states  are  very  little  (li.s- 
posed  to  relinquish  any  of  the  advantages  which  . 
their  slaves  aflord  them.  I'hat  there  are  excep- 
tions  to  this  feeling,  we  are  fully  pursuaded — and 
we  hope  there  are  many.  It  is  only  from  the  belief 
which  the  committee  very  cordially  entertain,  tiiat 
the  active  members  of  the  American  Coicnizaiion 
Society  are  perfectly  disposed  to  frame  their  mea- 
sures  with  reference,  to  the  en/ffe  suppression  of  the 
slave  trade,  and  to  a gradual  and  prudent,  but  com- 
plete, emancipation  of  those  now  held  in  si.r.c-ry, 
that  we  can  regard  the  society  as  having  any  claim 
upon  the  sympathy  or  as.sistance  of  the  pi^ople  of 
New-England. 

At  the  same  time,  there  are  other  modes  by 
which  assistance  can  be  given  towards  supprc.ssing 
the  slave  trade,  without  losing  sight  of  the  objects 
which  have  been  mentioned. 

A society  is  particularly  needed  to  aid  in  prose- 
cuting those  wlio  are  concerned  in  carrying  on  this 
trade.  By  combining  the  influence  anil  exertions 
of  its  members,  this  purpose  may  be  accomplished 
much  more  effectually  tliau  it  can  by  individuals 
alone. 

The  committee  would,  therefore,  rcspectPiliy 
recommend,  that  a society  be  formed  for  the  gone^ 
ra!  purpose  of  assisting  in  the  suiipression  of  tlie 
slave  trade;  tiiat  a subscription  be  opened  to  pro- 
vide funds  for  the  proposed  society;  and  l!i..t  the 
government  of  the  society  be  fully  aulhorVzeil  to 
make  such  a disposal  of  the  funds  as  they  sliall 
judge  most  conducive  to  the  object  of  its  institu- 
tion. If,  on  further  attention  to  tlie  subject,  the 
managers  of  the  society  shall  be  satisfied  th-it  the 
I operations  of  the  American  Colonization  society  a”e 
favorable  to  the  suppression  of  tlie  slave  trnile,  they 
will  be  dispo.sed  to  aid  them  as  far  as  their  fun  Ta 
will  permit;  while  they  will  not^neglsct  any  ettu  .• 
means  that  may  present  themselves,  of  accomplis!'.- 
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ing  that  object.  As,  however,  there  maybe  some 
who  ai'j  prepared  to  contribute  at  once  to  the  Arne- 
rican  Colonization  society,  the  committee  would 
propose,  that  the  subscription  should  be  so  arrang’- 
eci  as  to  leave  it  to  the  option  of  each  subscriber, 
either  to  appropriate  the  amount  of  his  subscrip- 
tion dirt  utly  or  indirectly  to  that  object;  or  commit 
it  to  the  disposal  of  the  government  of  the  society. 
Per  order,  E.  HALE,  Jr. 

The  committee  also  presented  a draft  of  a con- 
stitution of  the  proposed  society,  which  was  adopt- 
ed, as  follows;  and  it  was  voted  that  the  blank  in 
the  second  ariicle  be  filled  by  the  managers: 
Consiitulion  of  the  Massachusetts  Society  to  aid  in  the 
suppression  of  the  Slave  trade* 

Article  1.  I'he  society  shall  be  called  '‘the  Massa- 
chusetts Society  to  aid  in  the  suppression  of  the 
Slave  trade;’^  and  its  objects  shall  be,  either  to  as- 
isist  the  American  Colonization  society,  or  to  con- 
tribute towards  suppressing  of  the  slave  trade  by 
such  other  means  as  the  managers  shall  judge  best. 

Art.  2,  Every  person  who  shall  subscribe  and  pay 

annually  a sum  not  less  than dollars,  shall  be 

a member  of  the  society. 

Art.  3.  The  officers  of  the  society  shall  be  a pre- 
sident, vice-president,  corresponding  and  record- 
ing secretary,  and  a treasurer,  w'ho  shall  also  be 
managers,  and  five  additional  managers;  the  board 
of  managers  shall  have  power  to  elect  honorary 
vice-presidents. 

Art.  4.  Every  member  shall  be  permitted  to  ap- 
propriate the  amount'of  his  subscription,  either  to 
be  paid  over  to  the  American  Colonization  society, 
or  to  be  left  at  the  disposal  of  this  society,  as  he 
shall  direct  in  his  subscription. 

Art.  5;  All  the  funds  of  the  society,  not  spefically 
appropriated,  as  described  in  the  preceding  arti- 
cle, shall  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the  board  of 
managers,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  shall  judge 
most  conducive  to  the  objects  of  the  society. 

The  society  was  then  organized  by  the  election 
of  the  following  officers: 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  President* 

George  Blake,  esq.  Vice-president, 

Rev.  S.  F.  Jarvis,  D.  D.  Corres.  secretary. 
Bradford  Sumner,  esq.  Recording  secretary, 
Samuel  H.  Walley,  esq.  Treasurer, 
Richard  Sullivan,  esq. 

Mr.  William  Sturgis,  | 

j^radford  Sumner,  esq.  ^Managers. 

E.  Hale,  Jr.  M.  D.  | 

' John  Tappan,  esq.  J 


National  Policy. 

JO  TUTS  EDUrOHS  OF  THE  NATIOjfAL  INTELEIGENCEH. 

Gentlemen:  One  of  your  late  papers  contains  a 
strong  panegyric  on  what  you  are  pleased  to  style 
the  US-alone  policy  of  our  government**  predi- 
cated on  the  present  prosperous  state  of  some  of 
the  manufactures  of  our  country;  which  you  ap- 
pear  to  regal'd  as  an  indubitable  proof  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  rejection  of  the  applications  made 
by  the  manufacturers  to  congress  for  additional 
protection  in  past  years,  and  of  course  of  the  im- 
propriety of  those  applications. 

I answer  to  your  own  expressions: 

*^Let  us  alone.** — Every  day  brings  to  our  view 
some  additional  proof  of  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 
of  our  government,  in  refusing  to  meddle  with  the 
interests  of  the  manufacturers.  In  every  part  of 
the  country  where  they  are  conducted  with  any 
sort  of  discretion,  they  are  prosperous,  no  less  in 


the  west  than  in  the  east,  in  the 'middle  than  in  the 
extreme  states. 

How  far  congress,  the  parent  of  this  policj',  is 
entitled  to  the  panegyric — and  how  fur  the  policy 
in  question  displayed  a sound  view  of  the  nu^^ional 
interest,  or  humanity  and  justice  towards  tlie  ma- 
nufacturers, a large,  respectable,  and  useful  boily 
of  citizens,  will  appear  from  a very  brief  view  of 
the  subject. 

War  was  declared  in  the  year  1812;  and  through 
the  pernicious  operation  of  the  “let-us  alone  policy** 
pursued  respecting  manufacturing  industry,  from 
the  organization  of  the  government,  it  found  the 
country  in  a lamentable  destitution  of  the  means 
of  supplying  itself  with  the  most  necessary  articles 
of  linen,  cotton,  or  woollen  clothing,  for  which,  as 
well  as  the  great  mass  of  manufactures  of  iron,  steel, 
brass,  copper,  &c.  we  had  been  almost  wholly  de- 
pendent on  Europe.  The  supply  of  foreign  mer- 
chandise of  every  description  in  the  country  was 
then  inconsiderable,  in  consequence  of  years  of 
embargoes,  non -intercourse,  &c.  &c.  and,  being 
utterly  inadequate  to  the  demand,  prices  rose  con- 
siderably. 

.This  state  of  things  tempted  our  capitalists, 
among  whom  were  hundreds  of  merchants,  whose 
commerce  was  nearly  annihilated  by  the  war,  to  de- 
vote their  time,  their  taleiits,  and  their  industry, 
to  manufacturing  establishments,  in  order  to  sup- 
ply the  deficiency.  In  those  establishments,  which 
arose,  as  it  were,  by  magic,  in  every  part  of  the 
country,  millions  were  invested — and  such  were 
the  energies  of  the  citizens  engaged  in  those  pur- 
suits, that,  in  a very  short  time,  the  wants  of  the 
country  were  supplied,  and  prices  restrained  with- 
in reasonable  bounds;  whereas,  but  for  this  timely 
aid,  they  would  have  risen  most  exorbitantly. 

In  these  undertakings  the  parties  had  to  strug- 
gle with  immense  difficulties.  There  having  been 
little  previous  encouragement  for  machinery,  and 
for  certain  manufactures,  particularly  cotton  and 
woollen,  mechanists  and  workmen  were  scarce  and 
inexpert.  Many  of  them  led  their  employers  into 
useless  expenses,  through  their  incapacity.  Their 
wages  were  in  many  instances  extravagantly  high, 
as  were  ail  the.  raw  materials,  of  which  the  prices 
were  generally  doubled,  and  in  many  cases  trebled. 
The  manufacturers  effected  loans,  and  contracted 
debts,  in  paper  money,  which  were  to  be  repaid 
ultimately  in  solid  coin.  In  a word,  it  is  a subject 
of  wonder  to  every  rational  person,liowthey  were 
able  successfully  to  contend  with,  and  finally  to  over- 
come, the  host  of  difficulties  and  embarrassments 
with  which  they  were  surrounded.  But,  to  their 
honor  be  it  recorded,  they  were  generally  success- 
ful, and  were  ‘in  the  full  tide  of  successful  experi- 
ment* when,  unexpectedly,  peace  was  proclaimed, 
and  our  country  was  deluged  with  rival  foreign 
manufactures,  which  were  sold  in  many  cases  at  and 
below  prime  cost.  The  consequence  was,  that  the 
markets  were  almost  wholly  supplied  by  them,  and 
closed  against  our  citizens.  * 

In  this  period  of  distress,  with  ruin  impending 
over  them,  they  appealed  for  protection  to  that 
country  to  whose  wants  they  had  in  time  of  need  so 
beneficially  ministered.  But  the  appeal  was  in 
vain.  The  tariff  was  modelled  almost  wholly  with 
a view  to  revenue.  I'he  article  of  coarse  cottons 
forms  a striking  and  splendid  exception.  They 
were  protected  by  duties  nearly  prohibitory,  ave- 
raging probably  sixty  per  cent.  ■ 

At  the  first  glance  it  appears  extraordinary  and 
almost  unaccountable,  that  the  manufacturei\s  of 
these  articles  should  have  such  a pow^ful  protec- 
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tion,  and  their  fellow  citizens,  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing woollens,  iron,  steel,  brass,  copper,  lead,  tin, 
H glass,  and  china,  have  no  more,  the  iiist  than  twen- 
ty-five, and  all  the  others  twenty  per  cent.  1’his 
displays  a very  unequal  distribution  of  favor,  whicii 
is  wholly  irreconcileablc  with  justice  and  consisten- 
cy. It  would  be  impossible  to  assign  any  sound  rea- 
son why  one  class  of  citizens  should  be  shielded  by 
duties  of  sixty  per  cent — and  others  by  no  more 
than  twenty.  But  the  motive  is  easily  developed. 
The  manufacture  of  coarse  cottons  affords  a most 
important  and  extensive  market  for  the  grand  sta- 
ple of  the  southern  states.  If  imported  at  twenty 
or  twenty-five  per  cent,  duty,  that  species  of  goods, 
in  consequence  of  their  low  price,  would  yield  but 
little  revenue.  Therefore,  in  affording  the  domes- 
tic articles  full  protection,  the  solid  and  substantial 
interests  of  the  cotton  planters  were  careful ly  and 
scrupulously  guarded,  without  materially  alfecting 
the  revenue. 

This,  however,  is  somewhat  of  a digression.  I 
return  to  the  main  point. 

The  alfecting  ajjpeals  to  the  justice,  to  the  hu- 
manity of  congress,  were  rendered  nugatory — aiul 
all  sympathy  for  the  awful  sufferings  of  the  manu- 
facturers were  extinguished — by  a cry  of  extortion, 
which,  for  illiberality  and  injustice,  (I  might  use 
stronger  terms  with  perfect  propriety),  has  never 
been  exceeded.  Men  who  sold  cotton  at  thirty- 
three  cents,  and  wool  at  three  dollars  per  pound — 
flour  at  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  and  even  fourteen 
dollars  per  barrel — and  tobacco  at  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  dollai's  per  hogshead,  felt  no  *^comf}mic- 
tious  visiiings  of  conscience*^  at  the  transcendent 
injustice  of  branding  their  suffering  and  ruined 
fellow-citizens  with  the  odious  accusation  of  extor- 
tion for  raising  the  price  of  broadcloth  and  other 
articles,  forty,  fifty,  sixty,  seventy,  or  eighty  per 
cent,  beyond  the  peace  prices;  whereas,  be  it  ob- 
served, the  raw  materials  were  advanced  from  one 
hundred  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent. — labor 
fifty  or  sixty,  and  paper  money,  which  formed  the 
great  mass  of  the  national  currency,  had  depreciat- 
ed ten,  twenty,  and  thirty  per  cent.  Thus  it  was 
perfectly  just  and  right  for  the  farmers  and  planters 
to  raise  their  prices  one  hundred,  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  or  two  hundred  per  cent — whereas  it  was 
monstrous  wickedness  for  the  manufacturers  to 
raise  theirs  one-half  or  one-third  as  much!!  That 
the  world  has  never  exhibited  a more  shocking  il- 
lustration of  the  parable  of  the  beam  and  the  mote, 
will  scarcely  be  denied  by  any  man  who  has  a re- 
gard to  his  character  for  veracity  or  honor. 

From  year  to  year,  from  1816  to  1820,  distress 
and  ruin  spread  among  the  manufacturers.  All  the 
powers  of  language  were  exhausted  in  imploring 
tUe  interference  of  congress  to  rescue  them.  But, 
I repeat,  to  all  entreaties,  expostulations,  and  ap- 
peals  to  justice  or  pity,  an  inexorably  deaf  ear 
was  turned.  Millions  of  money  which  had  been 
invested  in  useful  establishments  were  sacrificed — 
hundreds  of  estimable  citizens,  who  had  embarked 
their  fortunes  in  those  establishments,  were  bank- 
rupted— and  thousands  of  workmen  bereft  of  em- 
ployment, some  of  them  thrown  on  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  for  support,  others  driven  to  labor  on 
the  roads,  and  a large  proportion  to  the  pursuits  of 
agriculture,  for  which  their  habits  wholly  incapaci- 
tated them:  and  thus  the  agricultural  part  of  our 
population  was  deprived  of  so  many  consumers, 
who  were  perniciously  converted  into  rivals.  It  is 
needless  to  dwell  on  the  pernicious  operation  of 
this  system  on  the  agricultural  interest. 

While  these  lamentable  scenes  were  going  on, 


it  was  confi  lently  asserted  that  manufactures  were 
adecpiately  protected  -that  the  complaints  of  the 
applicants  were  unwarranted — and  that  the  clamor 
on  the  subject  arose  from  persons  disafiected  to  the 
government!  These  assertions,  destitute  of  the 
shadow  of  foundation,  to  which  the  state  of  the 
country  gave  the  most  pointed  contradiction,  were 
re  echoed,  in  and  out  of  congress,  with  as  inucli 
cqnfidence  as  if  they  were  capable  of  mathematical 
demonstration.  And  many  of  the  newspapers 
throughout  the  union  lent  themselves  to  the  dis- 
semination of  such  delusive  statements,  to  which 
they  afforded  factitiou.s  credit,  whereby  every  ave- 
nue to  relief  was  unfeelingly  closed,  and  the  suf- 
ferers con.signed  to  hopeless  ruin. 

But  impolicy  generally  works  its  own  puni.sh- 
ment.  This  was  exemplified  here  in  a most  re- 
markable degree.  The  farmers  and  planters,  the 
votes  of  which  classes  in  congress  had  sealed  the 
destruction  of  their  fellow  citizens,  were  overtaken 
by  and  involved  in  an  ecpi  il  calamity,  the  natural 
and  inevitable  result  of  tiie  system  so  fatally  pur- 
sued, whereby  the  industry  of  tlie  country  was 
cramped,  and  its  resources  impaired.  The  enor- 
mous importations,  which  high  duties  would  have 
checked,  and  brought  within  somewhat  reasonable 
bounds,  so  far  exceeded  the  amount  of  our  exports, 
that  the  country,  after  immense  remittances  of  hank 
and  government  stock,  was  drained  of  its  specie, 
notwithstanding  an  importation  by  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  in  1817 — 18,  of  above  7,000,OOQ  dol- 
lars,  at  the  enormous  expense  of  above  500,000 
dollars.  This  deprived  the  banks  of  their  main  sup. 
port.  It  obliged  all  of  them  to  press  on  their  debt- 
ors, and  many  of  them  to  stop  payment.  As  a na- 
tural consequence,  all  the  operations  of  industry, 
of  every  description,  were  more  or  less  paralized 
throughout  the  country' — and  scenes  of  distress  pro- 
duced* which,  to  the  end  of  time,  ought  to  serve 
as  a beacon  to  warn  governments  against  the  *Het- 
us-alone  policy** 

Although  these  facts  are  of  very  recent  occur- 
rence, and  have  left  behind  them  melancholy  and 
lasting  memcxrialsof  their  existence  in  the  blighted 
prospects  of  thousands  of  estimable  families,  it  has 
lately  become  fashionable  to  deny  them,  and  to 
charge  all  reference  to  them  to  the  account  of  a 
grumbling  and  discontented  spirit;  it  is,  therefore, 
incumbent  on  me  to  produce  vouchers  to  establish 
them,  beyond  the  power  of  contradiction. 

A report  made  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  session  of  1819 — 20,  presents  a most  alarm- 
ing  picture  of  the  calamitous  situation  of  the  state 
at  that  period,  from  which  I submit  a few  extracts. 
Among  its  features  are  enumerated — 

**Ruinous  sacrifices  of  landed  property  at  sheriff*s 
salesy  whereby,  in  many  cases,  lands  and  houses 
have  been  sold  at  less  than  a half,  or  a third,  or  a 
fourth,  of  their  former  vahte,  thereby  depriving  of  their 
homes  and  of  the  fruits  of  laborious  years,  a vast 
number  of  our  industrious  farmers,  some  of  whom 
have  been  driven  to  seek,  in  the  uncultivated  fo- 
rests of  the  west,  that  shelter  of  -which  they  have 
been  deprived  in  their  native  state** 

“Forced  sales  of  merchandise,  household  goods, 
farming  stock  and  utensils,  at  prices  far  belo-w  the 
cost  of  production,  by  -which  numerous  families  have 
been  deprived  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life 
and  of  the  implements  of  their  trade** 

general  suspension  of  labor,  the  only  legitimate 
source  of  wealth  in  our  towns  and  cities,  by  which 
thousands  of  our  citizens  are  rendered  destitute  of  the 
means  of  smpport,and  are  reduced  to  tue  extremi  rr 
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*(Jln  universal  suspension  of  all  lar^e  manvfacturins^ 
operations^  by  which,  in  addition  to  the  dismissal  oF 
numerous  productive  laborers  heretofore  engaged 
therein,  who  can  find  no  other  eyxtployment,  the  public 
loses  the  revenue  of  the  capital  invested  in  machinery 
and  bidldingsd* 

This  frightful  portrait,  too  true  to  nature,  applied 
equally  to  the  interior  of  New-York,  and  to  the 
great  mass  of  the  population  of  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
and  Tennessee,  embracing,  together,  about  one 
fourth  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Here  I might  make  a stand,  and  rest  the  merits 
of  the  question  on  the  let -us -alone  policy,'^  the 
bane  and  scourge  of  every  nation  where  it  has  pre- 
vailed. Till  all  remembrance  of  those  hideous 
scenes  shall  have  faded  from  our  minds — till  these 
awful  warnings  shall  have  been  obliterated  from 
our  historical  records,  it  is  imprudent  to  vaunt  and 
eulogize  the  system  from  which  they  flowed.  It  is 
really  *'renovare  infandum  dolorem.'** 

But  I do  not  choose  to  depend  on  the  above 
proofs  alone.  I shall  bring  other  authorities,  to 
which  many  of  your  readers  will  more  readily  bow 
down  than  to  that  oV  any  committee  of  a state 
legislature.  Only  two  years  and  a half  have  elaps- 
ed  since  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  summed  up 
a friglitfnl  detail  of  the  calamitous  situation  of  the 
country,  with  this  short  statement — 

examples  have  occurred  of  a distress  so  gene- 
ral  and  so  severe  as  that  tvhich  has  been  exhibited  in 
the  United  States” 

And  one  year  later,  viz.  in  1821,  a committee  of 
the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States 
assigned  the  general  distress  of  the  country  as  a 
reason  against  the  imposition  of  an  excise: — 

“The  imposition  of  an  excise  at  this  season  of  ex. 
treme  distress^  would  be  unwise,  and  is  not  demand- 
ed by  the  state  of  the  treasury.  If  imposed,  it 
•would  he  difficult  to  collect: — and,  if  collected,  it 
would,  in  some  parts  of  the  union,  be  in  paper  little 
available” 

I presume  that  no  man  of  character  will  ever 
hereafter  be  so  unwise  as  to  hazard  that  character 
by  a denial  of  these  facts,  thus  resting  on  the  most 
impregnable  basis. 

It  has  afforded  matter  of  intense  astonishment  to 
the  observing  part  of  mankind,  that  a nation  with 
natural  advantages,  rarely,  if  ever,  equalled — cer- 
tainly never  exceeded — with  a population  second 
to  none  in  the  world  for  skill,  industry  and  enter- 
prize — with  the  most  perfect  freedom  of  will — with 
a debt  of  not  more  than  ten  dollars  per  head* — 
taxes  insignificant — an  tinexpensive  government — 
freedom  from  tithes — that  a nation,  I say,  under 
such  very  favorable  circumstances,  could,  in  a pe- 
riod of  profound  peace,  and  after  a war  of  only 
about  thirty  months*  duration,  by  any  conceivable 
policy  whatever,  without  any  great  natural  calamity, 
be  precipitated  in  five  years  from  the  towering 
height  we  occupied  at  the  close  of  the  war,  to  the 
abyss  in  which  we  found  ourselves  in  1819,  as  so 
accurately  depicted  by  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury. But  this  is  the  natural  and  inevitable  efiect 
of  the  *det-us- alone  policy”  whereby  the  resources 
of  the  country,  which  ought  to  be  employed  for  the 
protection  of  our  own  industry,  are  wantonly  lavish- 
ed to  promote  that  of  foreign  nations. 

That  the  country  was,  in  the  year  1821,  and  is 
now,  in  a state  of  convalescence,  is  beyond  a doubt. 

*It  is  a singular  fact,  that  the  revenue  of  England 
for  the  year  1815,  was  nearly  treble — and  the  mere 
excise  in  1817  was  nearly  equal  to  our  entire  na- 
tional debt.  ] 


For  such  is  the  power  of  human  industry,  and  so 
boundless  are  the  resources  of  the  United  States, 
that  no  system  of  policy,  however  injudicious,  can 
permanently  depress  her.  She  will,  by  oiir  present 
policy,  so  long  as  it  endures,  be,  from  time  to  time, 
subjected  to  a renewal  of  the  calamitous  scenes  of 
1817,  1818,  1819  and  1820.  But  her  native  ener- 
gies ^vill  enable  her,  like  Antaeus,  to  rise  again  in 
pristine  vigor,  with,  or,  as  in  the  recent  case,  with- 
out the  aid  of  government.  I say  distinctly,  -witlk- 
out  the  aid  of  government — because  the  most  zealous 
advocate  of  congress  cannot  point  out  a single  mea- 
sure adopted,  during  all  the  awful  scenes  of  the 
above-mentioned  years,  whose  object  was  to  apply 
a remedy  to  the  public  distress.  Tlierefore,  the 
melioration  of  onr  ai/airs  is  not  to  be  ascribed 
to  congress.  Suppose  a physician  called  in  to  a 
patient,  writhing  under  a most  acute  and  dangerous 
disorder:  suppose  he  looks  on  with  sang  fvoid — 
does  not  feel  the  pulse — prescribes  no  remedy — 
affords  no  aid  whatever,  but  lets  the  disorder  take 
its  course.  Should  the  patient  recover  through  the 
force  of  a sound  constitution,  would  it  not  be  re- 
garded as  something  worse  than  folly  for  the  phy- 
sician to  claim  any  merit  for  the  escape?  It  is 
equally  incorrect  for  congress  to  claim  any  merit 
from,  or  their  friends  to  extol  them  for,  the  reco- 
very of  the  nation  from  a state  of  distress  so  gene- 
ral and  severe  that  few  examples  of  the  kind  have 
occurred — a distress  on  which  they  looked  with  the 
most  sovereign  indifference,  and  without  making  a 
single  effort  to  apply'  a remedy. 

These  are  unpalatable  truths.  But,  however  un- 
palatable, they  are  matters  of  history.  And  the  sys- 
tem pursued,  together  with  its  authors,  and  its  bale- 
ful consequences,  will  be  duly  appreciated,  when 
yon,  gentlemen,  and  your  present  correspondent, 
are  consigned  to  the  peaceful  grave. 

Our  career,  short  as  it  has  been,  has  afforded 
striking  proofs  of  the  ruinous  effects  of  the  let-us- 
alone  policy— SiS  well  as  of  the  benign  ones  of  the 
protecting  system.  In  addition  to  the  facts  above 
stated,  in  proof  of  the  first  point,  it  must  be  abun- 
dantly sufficient  to  refer  to  the  deplorable  condition 
of  the  United  States  in  the  years  1783,  84,  85,  86, 
87  and  88,  when  the  HeUus- alone  policy*  was  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  and  in  full  and  unrestrained  opera- 
tion— and  when  public  distress  drove  our  legisla- 
tive bodies  to  paper  money,  with  suspensibn  and 
tender  laws — and  a portion  of  onr  citizens  to  insur- 
rection. On  the  second  point,  I shall  confine  my« 
self  to  two  cases — the  coarse  cottons,  and  our  ton- 
nage. 

The  coarse  cottons  are  a very  trite  example,  and 
have  been  often  adduced  in  similar  discussions. — 
But  while  our  present  policy  continues,  the  exam- 
ple cannot  be  too  often  urged  on  the  public  atten- 
tion. The  duty  on  these  goods  is  almost  prohibi- 
tory.  What  has  been  the  effect?  Salutary  or  other- 
wise? Salutary  in  the  highest  degree.  The  goods  are 
manufactured  far  superior  to  the  imported  rival  ar- 
ticles; are  cheaper;  afford  a most  important  market 
for  a native  staple;  diminish  the  quantity  of  that 
staple  exported:  of  course,  prevent  a reduction  of 
price  abroad;  furnish  employment  to  thousands  of 
our  citizens;  and,  so  far  as  they  amount,  aid  to  re- 
duce the  balance  of  trade  which  has  been,  and  is 
so  ruinously  against  the  country.  How  can  a sys- 
tem, thus  fairly  tried  in  one  important  -case,  and 
found  so  eminently  advantageous,  be  other  than 
wise  and  beneficent?  . 

The  case  of  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States  is 
at  least  equally  strong.  No  nation  ever  enacted  a 
j system  of  more  protection,  restriction,  and  exclu- 
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sion,  titan  our  r.avig'htion  law.s.  Tliey  occupied  the 
earliest  and  most  sedulous  attention  of  the  first 
congres.s,  and  have  never  been  lost  sight  of  by  their 
successors.  Confiscation  attends  the  attempt  tc 
carry  on  the  coasting  trade  by  any  foreign  vessel.'^. 
"Every  means  that  ingenuity  could  devise  has  been 
adopted  to  protect  our  commerce.  We  have  buc- 
kled on  our  armor  and  entered  the  lists  with  France 
and  England,  to  accomplish  tliis  object — and  in 
both  cases  have  been  successful.  What  has  been 
the  happy  result!*  Why,  that,  in  a very  few  years, 
this  nation  became  the  second  in  the  world  in  point 
of  tonnage.  Had  we  pursued  the  *let-us  alone  policy' 
with  respect  to  our  shipping,  it  would  have  been 
depressed  and  ruined  by  Idreign  rivalship,  as  our 
manufactures  have  been.  No  man  of  enlarged 
mind,  who  allows  that  mind  fair  play,  can  resist 
the  strong  inference  deducible  from  these  two 
cases — an  inference  wliich  passes  sentence  of 
condemnation  on  the  miserable  det-us-alone-po- 
llcy,’  as  to  manufacturing  industry — a policy 
which  humbled  Spain  and  Portugal  in  the  dust 
for  centuries,  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary 
advantages  afforded  by  their  colonies — while  the 
restrictive  system  has  raised  England  to  a degree 
of  power  to  vvhicli  neither  her  extent,  her  po- 
pulation, nor  her  natural  advantages,  entitle  her; 
and  has  enabled  France  to  overcome  all  the  in- 
jury she  sustained  by  a twenty  years’  war— the  ra- 
pine of  ferocious  and  embittered  victorious  .ormies; 
together  with  a military  contribution  amounting 
to  100  000,000  of  dollars.  He  that  will  not  be  con- 
vinced by  the.se  facts,  would  not  be  convinced 
‘though  one  rose  from  the  dead.’ 

H.\MfLTON. 

P.  S.  Should  it  be  objected  to  this  essay,  that 
it  contains  but  little  novelty,  it  may  he  correctly  re- 
plied, that  it  is  about  as  new  as  the  defence  of  the 
•let-uS’^alone-policyt'  on  which  it  animadverts. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  30,  1822. 


Roads  and  Canals. 

Jieport  of  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  in  the 
house  of  representatives,  January  2,  1822. 

The  committee  on  roads  and  canals,  report: 

That  they  have  considered  the  general  subject 
submitted  to  their  charge,  and  also  the  specific  ob. 
jects  of  internal  improvements  which  have  been 
referred  to  them. 

In  relation  to  the  subject,  under  its  general  head, 
they  believe  it  will  not  be  controverted,  that,  after 
the  formation  of  a good  government,  it  is  the  next 
interest  of  a nation  to  adopt  such  a system  of  inter- 
nal  policy  as  will  enable  the  people  to  enjoy,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  all  the  natural  advantages  belonging 
to  the  country  in  which  they  live.  Labor  is  justly 
considered  to  be  the  wealth  of  h nation — produc- 
tions of  every  description,  and  all  things  valuable, 
are  produced  by  it— and  the  whole  operation  of  a 
society  of  people,  as  regards  their  political  econo- 
my and  social  intercourse,  consists  in  obtaining  what 
are  usually  called  first  materials;  in  the  conversion 
and  fashioning  of  these  for  u.ie;  and  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  raw  or  manufactured  articles  to  the 
places  where  they  are  finally  wanted.  The  trans- 
portation necessarily  fci  ms  a heavy  charge  on  the 
fund  of  labor,  and,  in  proportion  to  the  reduction 
of  labor,  in  this  respect,  will  be  the  gain  of  a nation, 
as  the  part  saved  can  be  employed  to  advantage  in 
other  objects. 

The  great  extension  of  our  territory,  and  its  va 
rious  latitudes,  abounding  in  almost  every  species 
of  products,  will  always  render  the  expense  of 


transportation  an  object  of  great  .and  national  i.m- 
portance. 

Although  artifirial  works  may  not,  for  a >\hilc, 
.afford  a profit  to  the  undertakers,  still  tliey  wid  be 
benehcial  to  the  community  at  large,  not  only  by 
the  increased  value  they  will  give  to  the  produc- 
tions at  a distance  frem  market,  but,  also,  by  an  in- 
crease of  the  quantity  of  productions,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  additional  excitement  to  cnlerprize, 
and  the  general  diffusion  of  industry. 

The  utility  of  good  roads  and  canals  has  becii 
tested  by  long  experience  in  other  countries.  In 
China,  it  is  said,  that,  by  mean.s  of  their  water  car- 
riage, their  home  market  is  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole  market  in  Europe.  Satisfactory  evidence  of 
the  immense  advantages  to  be  derived  from  can.als, 
is  likewise  furnished  from  almost  every  jiart  ot  Eu- 
rope, and  particularly  in  England,  where  they  hava 
been  extended,  within  the  last  fifty  \eavs,  in  every 
direction,  supplying  the  demands  of  one  pl  tce  by 
the  resources  of  another,  and  so  extensiveh  spread- 
ing industry,  as  to  enable  th^m  to  supply  their  own 
wants,  and  to  furnish  vast  exports  to  exchange  for 
the  wealth  of  other  countries. 

It  must  be  a source  of  gratification  to  every  Ame- 
rican,  when  be  reflects  that  bis  own  country 
possesses  advantages,  in  this  respect,  not  inferior 
to  that  of  any  otlrer  on  the  globe — and  that  there 
is  none  that  presents  higher  induceirt nfs  for  the 
legislative  aid  of  its  councils,  or  where  there  is  a 
greater  certainty  of  being  repaid  for  any  expenses 
which  their  patriotism  may  bestow’. 

From  a well  regulated  system  of  internal  com- 
merce in  the  United  State.s,  by  the  means  of  good 
roads  and  canals,  the  happiest  consequences  may 
be  expected  to  flow.  We  enjoy  almost  every  va- 
riety of  climate,  and  possess  populous  cities  and 
condensed  settlements,  as  well  as  vast  tracts  of 
country  thinly  inhabited.  A regular  trade  in  the 
exchange  of  manufactured  articles  for  raw  mate- 
rials would  take  place,  and  tlie  nation  would  re- 
ceive, within  itself,  the  whole  benefit  that  is  usually 
gained  betw’een  old  and  new  countries.  It  is  ad- 
mitted by  the  ablest  writers  on  political  economy, 
that  the  most  important  branch  of  the  commerce 
of  any  nation  is  that  which  is  carried  on  betw  een 
the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  those  of  the  coun- 
try: customers  become  acquainted  with  each  other, 
and  less  risk  is  generally  incurred. 

It  is  also  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  a nation 
to  obtain  all  the  labor  it  can  from  its  members;  and, 
as  it  is  composed  of  people  possessing  various  ta- 
lents and  inclinations,  every  reasonable  encourage- 
ment should  be  given  to  each  branch  of  national 
industry,  as  a means  of  calling  into  activity  the  dif- 
ferent qualifications  of  men;  and,  besides,  from  a 
a frequency  of  intercourse  among  the  citizens  liv- 
ing in  diflTerent  parts  of  the  country,  close  and  pro- 
fitable connections  would  be  formed,  which  w ould 
have  a tendency  to  produce  harmon)'  and  aff  ections 
that  would  arid  to  the  safety  of  the  union;  the  peo- 
ple would  reap  great  benefits,  from  a stability  in 
their  affairs,  as  a judicious  system  of  internal  com- 
merce would  create  a certain  proportion,  or  level, 
in  all  the  departments  of  industry,  that  could  not 
be  readily  disturbed  by  the  wars  and  vicissitudes 
of  other  pow’ers.  From  changes  of  this  descrip- 
tion, over  which  we  had  no  contrid,  this  country,  in 
several  instances,  has  experienced  shocks  and  sus- 
tained losses,  which  would  far  exceed  (as  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  conjecture)  the  aid  or  expense  ncce.«sa- 
r}q  on  the  part  of  the  general  government,  for  the 
completion  of  such  artificial  roads  and  ranals,^  and 
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improvements  in  rivers,  as  would  satisfy,  in  this  re- 
spect, all  the  real  exigencies  of  the  country. 

Among  the  many  objects  of  improvements  in 
inland  navigation,  some  are  limitted  and  within  the 
means  of  individual  and  state  enterprize — others 
are  of  a character  too  extensive,  their  productive- 
ness depending  on  improvements  to  be  made  in 
different  states,  at  great  distances  from  each  other. 
The  great  and  important  line  of  inland  communi- 
cation contemplated  along  the  Atlantic  coast,  would 
be  beneficial,  in  various  degrees,  to  more  than  one 
half  the  states  in  the  union;  yet  no  one  or  two  states 
would  have  sufficient  inducements  to  furnish  the 
necessary  means  for  the  completion  of  any  of  its 
parts;  nor  could  a union  of  sentiment  be  scarcely 
expectc  d among  the  states  through  which  it  would 
pass,  as  to  the  particular  routes,  or  modes  of  exe- 
cution. Such  objects  are  great  and  national,  re- 
quiring one  general  head,  and,  consequently,  the 
aid  of  the  general  government  is  rendered  indispen- 
sable, as  well  as  regards  the  funds  to  be  furnished  as 
the  f^acility  of  execution.  Objects  of  such  tran- 
scendant  importance  to  the  welfare  and  defence 
of  the  nation  must  be  perfected  by  the  general  go- 
vernment, or  their  perfection  can  scarcely  ever  be 
expected.  Had  we  waited  for  the  joint  agency  of 
states,  more  than  an  age  would  have  passed  before 
v/e  should  have  seen  a road  constructed  by  the 
union  of  states,  ecpial,  in  national  design  and  costli- 
ness, to  the  road  from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling. 
Objects  on  the  large  scale  of  national  benefit  are 
creatures  of  the  union,  the  scope  and  views  of  state 
authority  being  local  in  their  nature, 
n The  committee  will  further  observe  that,  antece- 
dent to  the  existence  of  the  general  government, 
several  states  coul||^ot  have  perfected  an  object  of 
this  kind,  without  entering  into  some  understanding 
or  compact,  in  tiie  nature  of  a treaty,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  independent  states;  but  serious  doubts  may 
now  exist  on  the  subject,  as  states  are  not  allowed 
by  the  constitution,  to  enter  into  any  agreement  or 
compact  with  each  other;  it  will,  at  least,  be  difficult 
to  say  how  such  a power  can  be  exercised  by  the 
states,  which  could  be  enforced,  unless  by  corpora- 
tions, in  perpetuity,  or  by  the  consent  of  congress. 

The  committee  will  not  undertake  to  make  re- 
searches into  the  history  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  canals  and  internal  improvements,  in  ancient  or 
modern  times,  in  foreign  countries;  but  the  task  is 
an  agreeable  one  to  pursue,  even  partially,  the 
public  spirit  that  has  prevailed  on  this  subject  in 
many  of  the  states.  The  works  that  have  already 
been  constructed  are  so  many  evidences  of  the 
opinion  of  the  people  in  favor  of  their  utility  be- 
yond their  expense,  and  from  them  much  expe- 
rience has  been  derived,  as  to  skill  and  economy, 
that  will  be  very  useful  hereafter.  Their  influence 
should  operate  as  a persuasive  inducement  to  the 
general  government  to  begin  her  own  great  work 
for  her  own  benefit. 

As  to  most  of  the  improvements  that  were  per- 
fected  prior  to  1808,  the  committee  will  refer  the 
house  to  a report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
dated  4th  of  April,  of  that  year.  This  plain  and 
valuable  document  contains  more  information  on 
the  subject  in  general  than  is  to  be  found  any  where 
else.  Since  that  period,  great  efforts  have  been 
ro^de  towards  internal  improvements,  but  the  com- 
mittee do  not  possess  an  accurate  knowledge  as  to 
their  extent,  and  even  if  they  were  to  embrace  all 
the  public  improvements  that  are  within  their  re 
collection,  it  would  too  much  enlarge  this  report; 
a few  objects  will,  therefore,  be  selected. 

In  Massachusetts,  a magnificent  work  or  dam,  a 


mile  and  three  quarters  in  length,  has  been  con- 
structed,  to  connect  the  town  of  Boston  with  the 
main  land,  at  an  expense  of  about  600,000  dollars. 
An  allusion  need  only  be  made  to  the  patriotic  and 
laudable  efforts  of  the  state  of  New  York,  as  to 
grandeur  in  the  designs,  and  the  execution  of  so 
great  a part  of  their  immense  undertakings.  Penn- 
sylvania has  made  great  advances  in  the  construc- 
tion of  permanent  bridges  over  her  large  rivers, 
and  in  the  making  of  artificial  roads;  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  grand  object  of  connecting  the 
Susquehanna  with  the  Schuylkill  by  the  union  ca- 
nal. Maryland  has  made  expensive  roads,  in  many 
directions,  for  the  accommodation  of  her  citizens, 
and  to  bring  trade  to  her  capital.  Virginia,  in  1816, 
enacted  a law,  creating  a board  of  public  works, 
with  power  to  appoint  engineers  and  surveyors,  and 
also  creating  a fund  to  be  applied  exclusively  to  the 
rendering  navigable,  and  uniting,  by  canals,  the 
principal  rivers,  and  more  intimately  connecting,  by 
means  of  public  highways,  the  different  parts  of 
the  commonwealth.  North  Carolina  has  made  many 
and  expensive  improvements  m roads  and  canals. 
In  the  state  of  Georgia,  it  appears,  from  official  do- 
cuments, that  189,000  dollars  have  lately  been  ex- 
bended  in  public  improvements,  besides  100,000 
dollars  for  free  schools.  In  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see, the  legislature  has  unanimously  appropriated 
§500,000  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  rivers  in  the  state. 

Public  examples  need  not,  at  present,  be  farther 
traced. 

The  national  objects,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  claim  the  first  attention  of  government, 
are— - 

1.  The  great  line  of  canals  from  the  harbor  of 
Boston  to  the  south,  along  the  Atlantic  sea  coast. 

2.  A road  from  the  city  of  Washington  to  that  of 
New-Orleans. 

3.  Canals  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  above 
with  those  below  the  falls,  at  Louisville;  lake  Erie 
with  the  Ohio  river,  and  the  tide  waters  of  the  Po- 
tomac with  the  same  stream  at  Cumberland. 

4.  Communications  between  the  Susquehannah 
and  the  rivers  Seneca  and  Genessee,  which  empty 
into  lake  Ontario. 

5.  Communications  between  the  Tennessee  and 
Savannah,  and  between  the  Tennessee,  Alabama, 
and  Tombeckbee  rivers. 

For  the  more  particular  information  relating  t© 
those  objects,  and  for  their  magnitude  and  the 
maoy  and  high  advantages  which  tltey  would  pro- 
duce to  the  union,  either  in  times  of  war  or  peace, 
the  house  are  referred  to  the  above  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  to  the  very  interest- 
ing and  convincing  report  of  the  secretary  of  war, 
dated  January  7th,  1819,  which  reports  the  commit- 
tee beg  may  be'  annexed  to  their  present  report. 
As  to  some  of  the  objects  mentioned,  or  parts  of 
thena,  it  will  be  important,  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  any  general  system,  to  form  the  ba- 
sis of  it  upon  the  best  information  that  can  be  ob- 
tained  by  scientific  men;  the  committee,  therefore, 
beg  leavd  to  report  a bill,  entitled  «An  act  to  pro- 
cure the  necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates, 
on  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals.” 

The  committee  will  make  separate  reports  on 
the  subject  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal, 
and  the  other  objects  referred  to  them. 

HOUSE  OP  HEPRESENTATIVES,  APHIL  26. 

The  committee  on  roads  and  canals,  report.* — 

That,  after  carefully  examining  the  different  re- 
solutions and  petitions  submitted  to  them,  they’ 
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have  thought  it  best  to  make  a general  report,  em- 
bracing the  several  objects  of  reference. 

The  committee  have  already  reported  that  they 
consider  it  expedient  to  have  a certain  section  of 
tlie  state  of  Maine  explored,  for  the  purpose  ot 
ascertaining,  by  survey,  the  proper  route  for  a road,^ 
and  whether  it  would  be  useful  in  a military  point 
of  view,  from  the  Penobscot  river,  at  or  near  Ban- 
gor, to  some  point  in  the  eastern  boundary  of  tbe 
state;  and,  also,  in  favor  of  a survey  being  made 
to  ascertain  whether  it  would  be  proper  for  the 
general  government  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
canal  in  tiie  town  of  Gloucester,  in  Massachusetts, 
to  connect  the  waters  of  Boston  and  Ipswich  Bay 
in  order  to  avoid  the  tedious  and  dangerous  passage 
round  Cape  Ann. 

The  committee  will  bring  the  remaining  cases 
referred  to  them  into  the  view  of  the  house. 

The  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York  have 
passed  the  following  resolution,  which  has  been 
transmitted  and  refered. 

In  assembly^  April  10, 1822- 

•^Resolved,  (if  the  honorable  the  senate  concur 
herein),  that  our  senators,  in  congress,  be  instruct- 
ed,  and  our  representatives  requested,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  national  government  to  the  great 
importance  and  public  utility  of  improving  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Hudson,  so  as  to  open  a free  com- 
munication and  direct  intercourse,  for  vessels  of 
all  descriptions,  with  the  internal  canal  navigation 
of  the  state  of  New  York. 

The  design  ,of  the  resolution,  as  the  commit- 
tee understand,  is  to  remove  sand-bars  that  exist 
in  several  places  in  the  Hudson  river,  and  impede 
its  navigation  by  vessels  over  a certain  size.  To 
improve  the  navigation  of  the  tide  waters  of  this 
river  would  require  an  expense  of  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  and  it  is  believed  to  be 
practicable,  either  by  the  construction  of  piers  and 
dams,-  in  such  places  as  may  be  proper  to  concen- 
trate  the  current  of  the  river,  so  as  to  give  it,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  engine  called  the  mud  turtle, 
where  necessary,  power  sufficient  to  remove  the 
bars,  and  to  prevent  future  deposites,  or  avoid- 
ing them  by  a lateral  canal,  or  a combination  of 
both. 

It  appears  to  the  committee  to  be  an  object, 
which,  in  an  eminent  degree,  is  deserving  of  the 
aid  of  the  general  government,  to  perfect  the  na- 
vigation of  this  river,  which  exhibits  the  pheno- 
menon of  carrying  its  tide  waters  through  a moun- 
tain, and  is  destined  to  communicate  with  such 
a range  of  lakes  and  fertile  countries. 

Resolutions  of  this  house  have  been  referred,  in- 
structing the  committee  to  inquire  whether  it  is 
expedient  for  the  U.  States  to  give  aid  to  the  Dela- 
ware and  Rariton  canal  company,  and  to  the  Che- 
sapeake and  Delaware  canal  company. 

The  advantages  to  be  derived  from  these  con- 
templated canals,  as  forming  central  links  in  the 
great  line  of  inland  navigation  along  the  Atlantic 
coast,  is  apparent;  they  wonld  aflbrdacheap  trans- 
portation for  merchandise  and  munitions  of  war, 
free  from  the  dangers  of  storms  and  enemies.  On 
this  subject  several  committees  have  reported 
in  favor  of  their  great  importance  and  public  ulilitv. 

A resolution  has  been  referred,  instructing  the 
committee  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  ap- 
pointing commissioners  to  examine  and  report  as 
to  the  practicability  and  probable  expense  of  con- 
necting, by  a canal,  the  Potomac  and  Yougbagany 
rivers;  and  suedry  petitions  have  been  referred  in 
pursuance  of  tlie  same  object,  which  state  that 
these  rivers  approach  each  other  within  the  short 


distance  of  two  miles;  and  that  springs  and  rivers 
which  supply  them,  are  amply  sufficient  to  fur- 
nish water  on  the  summit  level;  and  that  the  ex- 
pense would  be  inconsiderable,  compared  with  its 
great  importance. 

Petitions  have  also  been  referred,  earnestly  soli- 
citing the  attention  of  congress  to  the  navigation 
of  the  Potomac  river;  the  petitions  state,  that  “tliis 
stream  presents  a direct  communication  from  the 
seat  of  the  general  government,  and  the  tides  of 
the  ocean,  to  the  gentle  and  unobstructed  watii’s 
of  the  west;  the  portage  across  the  Alleghany 
mountain  in  about  seventy  miles,  by  the  national 
road  now  completed.  Prom  Cumberland,  on  the 
Potomac,  the  commencement  of  this  road,  to  the 
tides  at  the  city  of  Washington,  is  the  distance  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  eight  miles,  by  the  river; 
and  the  total  fall  is  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  feet, 
or  near  four  feet  in  each  mile;  this  fall,  with  the 
scanty  supply  of  water  in  dry  seasons,  renders  the 
natural  channel  impracticable  for  useful  navigation; 
and,  to  remedy  this  defect,  a canal  and  lock  navi- 
gation must  be  resorted  to  the  whole  distance;  the 
expense  to  be  incurred  in  completing  this  improve- 
ment, it  can  be  easily  ascertained,  would  not  exceed 
two  and  a half  million  of  dollars,  estimated  at  the 
ordinary  cost  of  such  works,  where  obstacles  of 
equal  or  greater  magnitude  have  been  overcome. 

The  committee  need  not  endeavor  to  enumerate 
the  many  great  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a 
connection  of  the  river  Potomac  with  the  western 
waters;  they  will  only  observe,  that  the  project  be- 
comes more  elevated  and  intersting,  when  they 
consider  the  practicability  of  extending  this  inland 
navigation  to  the  lakes;  which,  by  means  of  the 
New  York  navigation,  and  the  proposed  Atlantic 
canal,  would  form  an  island  in  the  heart  of  the 
union. 

A memorial  from  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Alabama  has  been  referred,  praying  aid  of  the  ge- 
neral government  to  connect  some  of  their  valua- 
ble streams. 

It  states  that  the  Alaba^^a  river  commences,  and 
becomes  capable  of  a water  transportation,  within 
eight  or  eleven  milt  s of  a stream  equally  suscepti- 
ble of  being  rendered  navigable,  and  which  emp- 
ties into  the  Tennessee  river;  that  the  latter  re- 
ceives the  tribute  of  several  other  streams,  which 
take  their  rise,  and  become  navigable,  in  the  state 
of  Virginia,  passing  through  some  of  its  most  pro- 
ductive lands,  and  watering,  in  their  course,  the 
whole  eastern  section  of  the  state  of  Tennessee; 
that  the  dividing  ground,  separating  these  walers, 
affords  a favorable  opportunity  of  connecting  the 
waters  of  the  Alabama  with  those  of  the  Tenriessee 
river,  and  that  the  distance  required  for  the  pro- 
duce of  Tennessee  to  reach  a market  on  the  sea- 
board,  would  be  reduced  from  nearly  two  iboiisand 
miles,  to  New  Orleans,  to  six  or  seven  hundred 
miles,  to  the  Mobile. 

The  memorial  likewise  calls  the  attention  of  con- 
gress to  the  communication  of  the  Pensacola  bay 
w'iih  that  of  Mobile. 

On  tbe  important  subject  of  tlie  ipternal  im- 
provement of  tlie  country,  the  commirtee  have 
adopted  wdiat  they  consider  the  only  true  plan,  by 
reporting  a bill  to  procure  the  necessary  surveys, 
plans,  and  estimates,  on  the  subject  of  roads  and 
canals.  This  is  a measure  recommended  by  the 
able  and  valuable  report  of  tbe  seert  tary  of  the 
treasury,  of  the  4th  of  April,  1808.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  abstract; 

“As  an  important  basis  of  the  general  system, 
“ an  immediate  authority  might  also  be  given  to 
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“take  the  surveys  and  levels  of  the  routes  of  the| 
“most  important  roads  and  canals  which  are  con 
“ tempJated;  a work  always  useful,  and  by  which 
“the  practicability  and  expense  of  the  undertak- 
“ ings  v/ould  be  ascertained  with  much  more  cor- 
“ redness  than  in  this  report.”  “A  moderate  ap- 
“ propriation  would  be  sufficient  for  those  several 
“ objects.” 

The  execution  of  this  measure  would  present  to 
congress  a full  view  of  the  subject,  and  enable  them 
the  better  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  engaging 
in  these  undertakings.  It  would  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  a well  digested  and  regular  system,  and  it 
would  not  require  any  immediate  demand  on  the 
treasury  for  a large  amount.  It  is  believed  that 
fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars  would  be  suffi- 
cient, and  the  expenditure  of  this  sum  would  be 
divided  between  three  and  four  years,  as  it  would 
consume  that  period  to  obtain  the  information. 

For  many  reasons  the  committee  have  suppos- 
ed that  the  information  could  be  more  satisfacto- 
rily obtained  by  the  corps  of  engineers  than  from 
any  other  source.  They  are  a well  disciplined 
and  organized  body  and  composed  of  the  most  ca- 
pable of  our  scientihc  men,  and  it  belongs  pecu- 
liarly to  th.e  topographical  corps  to  explore  the 
country,  and  to  give  accurate  knowledge  of  such 
parts  as  may  be  deemed  necessary,by  actual  surveys. 
In  this  mariner,  a similar  corps  has  been  employed 
in  France,  through  which  every  necessary  informa- 
tion, relating  to  the  face  of  the  countr}%  is  acquir- 
ed, and  deposited  in  what  is  called  their  military  bu- 
leaii. 

The  corps  of  engineers,  with  the  assistance  of 
two  civil  engineers,  and  the  aid  of  others  who  can 
be  detailed  to  duty  in  that  corps,  are  believed,  by 
those  best  acquainted  with  the  subject,  to  be  suf- 
ficient. They  proceed  by  a regular  system,  and 
report  monthly.  Young  cadets,  as  they  leave  the 
military  academy,  can  be  employed.  It  w'ill  give 
them  experience  and  advance  their  usefulness  to 
their  country.  It  will  render  the  science  apper- 
taining to  Uie  engineer  department  more  perfect 
and  extensive,  and  obviate  the  necessity  of  em- 
ploying foreign  engineers.  There  are  farther  in- 
ducements as  it  respects  economy;  they  are  al- 
ready in  the  employment  of  the  government,  and 
can  have  no  motive  to  delay  the  work.  They  can 
be  actuated  by  no  other  than  an  honorable  ambi- 
tion to  establish  their  own  reputation,  and  to  show 
that  their  institution  is  valuable  to  their  country. 
It  is  the  practice  to  allow  them  but  gl  50  per  diem 
beyond  their  usual  compensation,  which  is  merely 
to  meet  occasional  expenses.  The  difference  of 
expense  in  obtaining  the  information  by  the  corps 
of  engineers,  or  by  commissioners  and  common 
surveyors,  would  be  exceedingly  great.  The  in- 
formation, when  obtained,  would  be  valuable,  for 
it  cannot  be  otherwise  than  important  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  capacities  of  the  country  for  in- 
ternal improvements.  It  would  be  useful  to  the 
states  who  have  not  the  same  economical  means  of 
acquiring  it;  and  this  part  of  the  subject  can- 
not  be  embaarassed  by  any  constitutional  question. 

The  commencement  of  internal  improvements, 
upon  a large  scale,  has  generally  been  attended 
with  difficulties,  and  improvidently  delayed.  The 
people  of  England,  after  having  experienced  their 
advantages,  are  astonished  that  such  works  had 
not  been  undertaken  earlier.  In  the  begining  of 
the  reign  of  George  111.  the  first  charter  to  the 
duke  of  Bridgewater  was  obtained,  and  his  canal 
is  said  to  yield  .£80,000  sterling  per  annum.  The 
growth  of  canals  became  so  rapid  that  G^eorge  HI. 


lived  lo  sre  a hundred  cornplcled  duringlns  leigc; 
and  it  is  a matter  of  surprise  now,  that  the  govt  rn- 
nuent  suffered  them  to  be  carried  on  without  a par- 
ticipation,  which  would  have  produced  so  much 
revenue. 

Ill  tlie  authc.'lty  from  which  the  above  is  derived 
it  is  stated  that  more  than  2.400  miles  of  canalling 
have  been  completed,  and  that  scarcely  any  district 
of  country  is  more  than  fifteen  miles  from  a water 
communication. 

Nothing  but  the  ardency  of  the  most  energetic 
minds  could  have  overcome  the  opposing  obstacles 
in  the  state  of  New  York;  by  some  the  project,  in 
the  begining,  was  looked  upon  as  romantic;  they 
began  without  ^resources,  relying  upon  the  credit 
of  the  state,  and,  in  the  coui.se  of  six  years,  will 
have  completed  414  miles  of  canalling,  which  ave- 
rages nearly  a quarter  of  a mile  for  each  .working 
day,  including  the  locks;  the  expense  of  the  under- 
takings, it  is  now  ascertained,  will  fall  below  the 
original  estimates;  the  whole  will  not  exceed  five 
millions  of  dollars:  the  profits  of  these  works,  from 
what  appears  to  be  a reasonable  calculation,  will, 
in  a few  years,  extinguish  the  expense  of  making 
the  works,  and,  afterwards,  leave  an  annual  re- 
venue to  the  state  of  more  than  a million  of  dol- 
lars. These  works  are  of  high  importance  to  the 
nation;  they  show  what  can  be  done,  and  that  a go- 
vernment, with  proper  management,  can  execute 
great  undertakings  with  despatch  and  economy; 
they  have  afforded,  moreover,  tiie  most  valuable 
experience  in  the  science  of  engineering. 

We  must  be  convinced,  from  the  examples  of 
other  nations,  that  the  natural  advantages  of  this 
country  will  notremain  unenjoyed  forever;  national 
improvements  will,  at  sometime,  be  prosecuted  and 
perfected;  but  why  should  we  be  deprived  of  their 
eminent  advantages  by  furtlier  delay 

It  is  said  that  the  proper  period  has  not  arrived, 
and  that  we  have  neither  resources  nor  constitution- 
al power. 

As  to  the  time: 

We  have  opinions  from  different  quarters  that 
are  entitled  to  our  best  respect; 

In  1807,  the  attention  of  the  senate  was  directed 
to  this  subject,  and  it  was  in  pursuance  of  a resolu- 
tion of  that  body,  that  the  secretary  of  the  treasu- 
ry made  his  report.  Able  reports  have  been  made 
in  the  senate  at  difi'erent  times,  recommending 
some  system  of  internal  improvements. 

In  1817,  a bill  passed  both  houses  of  the  legisla- 
ture, on  this  subject,  v/hich  was  rejected  by  the 
president  upon  constitutional  scruples. 

The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  set  apart,  and  pledge 
a fund  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals,  and 
improving  the  navigation  of  water  courses,  in  or- 
der to  facilitate,  promote,  and  give  security  to  in- 
ternal commerce,  among  the  several  states;  and  to 
render  more  easy  and  less  expensive,  the  means 
and  provisions  necessary  for  the  common  defence. 
For  this  purpose  the  dividends  from  the  shares  be- 
longing to  government  in  the  bank  of  the  U.  States 
were  to  be  pledged  for  twenty  years,  during  the 
charter,  and  the  proportion  of  the  moneys  to  be 
expended  on  the  objects,  in  each  state,  was  to 
be  in  the  ratio  of  its  representation  in  the  most 
numerous  branch  of  the  national  legislature.  Mr. 
Madison,  and  the  present  chief  magistrate,  both, 
have  recommended  the  subject  of  intefnal  im- 
provements to  the  attention  of  congress,  as  an  ob* 
ject  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  produce.a  change 
in  the  constitution;  neither  suggested  the  idea  that 
the  subjecty.vas  prematurely  pressed  upon  the  na- 
tion. • ‘ V . " ’ 
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In  1818,  the  house  of  representatives  passed  two; 
resolutions,  requii  ing  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, ; 
and  seci  fttai  y of  war,  to  furnish  information  respect- 1 
ing  internal  improvements.  I 

When  we  reflect  on  tlie  influence  to  which  such 
authorites  are  entitled,  and  see  that  the  nation  has 
increased  to  nearly  ten  millions,  we  think  it  ought 
to  be  admitted,  that  the  lime  has  arrived  when  the 
national  improvements  ought  to  be  commenced. 

As  to  the  lesources: 

New  York  commenced  their  immense  \indertak- 
ings  on  the  credit  of  the  state;  and  it  is  believed, 
that  it  would  not,  in  a just  comparison,  be  a greater 
undertaking  for  the  union  to  accomplish  the  most 
prominent  objects  of  national  improvements. 

in  relation  to  the  resources,  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered how  much  the  country  would  be  benefit- 
ted;  and,  in  the  casualty  of  a war,  how  much  would 
be  saved.  Had  the  country  been  improved  by 
roads  and  canals  during  the  late  war  with  England, 
a doubt  can  hardly  be  entertained,  that  as  much 
money  would  have  been  saved  as  woidd  be  sulti- 
cient  to  complete  them.  Similar  events  may  oc- 
cur again,  and  it  would  be  wise  to  prepare  for  them, 
and  especially  so,  when  the  improvements,  inde- 
pendent of  this  consideration,  would  be  worth  infi- 
nitely more  to  the  country  than  the  amount  of  their 
cost. 

In  the  course  of  three  or  four  years,  which  will 
be  consumed  in  procuring  the  surveys  and  estimates 
under  the  proposed  bill,  our  finances  may  be  im- 
proved; but  suppose  no  favorable  change  is  pro- 
duced: the  improvements  must  be  a work  of  time, 
and,  if  it  should  be  necessary  to  resort  to  loans, 
large  sums  would  not  be  wanted  at  any  one'  time; 
and,  if  proper  objects  are  selected  in  the  begin- 
ning, a revenue  will  be  coming  in  long  before  the 
whole  is  completed.  A canal  along  the  Atlantic 
coast,  it  is  probable,  would  yield  more  than  six  per 
cent,  immediately  after  its  completion:  the  public 
expenditures  would  be  spread  over  a period  of 
perhaps  twenty  years;  and  if,  during  that  time,  the 
general  government,  with  the  aid  to  be  derived 
from  incorporated  companies,  would  expend  twen- 
ty  millions  of  dollars,  the  advantages  to  the  coun- 
try would  be  incalculable;  and  the  revenue  to  be 
derived  from  tlie  improvements,  if  it  did  not  meet 
the  interest  of  the  capital  expended,  it  cannot  be 
expected  that  it  would  fall  short  of  it.  In  time, 
tiiere  can  be  no  fear,  but  that  it  would  exceed  the 
interest,  and  become  a source  of  revenue  to  the 
government. 

Looking  forward  to  the  completion  of  the  works, 
say  twenty  years,  and  supposing  all  the  money  to 
be  borrowed,  if  we  advert  to  the  usual  course  of 
nabire,  we  can  perceive  that  the  pension  fund 
might  be  applied  to  the  extinguishment  of  the 
debt.  It  would  be  passing  the  fund  from  an  object 
of  charity  to  one  of  permanent  utility  to  the  coun- 
try. 

VVe  will  suppose  the  last  case,  and  the  one  which 
is  most  unfavorable.  Suppose  the  debt,  together 
with  the  improvements,  go  down  to  posterity;  it 
would  only  create  an  obligation  on  those  who 
would  have  the  enjoyment  of  the  improvements, 
to  pay  the  debt.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  the 
same  pressing  obligation  on  us  to  pay  off  such  a 
4ebt,  as  in  the  case  of  most  others. 

If  we  are  to  wait  until  the  public  debt  is  paid  off, 
the  scheme  of  internal  improvements  may  as  well 
be  abandoned  at  once.  We  have  no  good  reason 
lo  expect  a more  favorable  time  to  make  a begin- 
ning. 

As  to  the  power,  it  is  not  pustomary  in  reports  to 


enter  into  a minute  discussion  of  constitutional 
points.  The  committee  will  not,  therefore,  take  up 
the  constitutiofi  to  examine  it.  Enough,  they 
think,  has  been  done  on  the  part  of  government  to 
preclude  this  question  from  further  inquiry.  No- 
thing can  be  more  desirable  to  society  than  to  ar- 
rive at  a settled  construction  on  tlw;  different  parts 
of  the  constitution.  Versatility  on  such  questions 
would  impair  the  character  of  the  nation,  and  be 
detrimental  to  its  interest.  The  committee  will 
merely  observe  that,  in  their  opinion,  congress  can 
possess  no  power  except  that  which  is  derived 
through  the  constitution.  Consent  or  contract  can- 
not confer  power;  and,  if  congress  has  no  power  to 
construct  roads  and  canals,  and  maintain  a control 
over  them,  it  can  have  no  power  to  purchase  lands, 
or  appropriate  money  for  the  purpose  of  making 
them;  but  it  has  been  the  constant  practice  to  allow 
to  the  new  states  five  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds 
arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands,  to  belaid  out 
in  the  construction  of  roads  and  canals.  Three 
fifths  are  generally  to  be  expended  within  tlie 
states,  and  two  fifths  are  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  congress  in  the  making  of  roads  lead- 
ing to  the  states.  From  forty  to  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars are  annualiy  expended  in  this  manner. 

In  1806  tfie  president  was  authorized  by  con- 
gre.ss  to  open  a road  in  Nashville,  in  the  state  of 
Tennessee,  to  Natchez,  this  road  passes  through 
a state,  without  asking  consent.  In  1809,  the  pre- 
sident was  authorized  to  cause  the  canal  of  Caron- 
delet,  leading  from  lake  Ponchartrain,  by  way  of 
the  bayou  St.  .lohn,  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  to 
be  extended  to  the  river  Mississippi.  The  Cum- 
berland road  has  cost  one  million  and  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  which  exceeds  the  proceeds 
arising  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  in  that  state, 
more  than  a million  of  dollars.  How  is  it  possible 
to  reconcile  these  acts  with  the  idea  that  congress 
possesses  no  power  to  construct  roads  and  canals.^ 
if  there  should  ever  be  a construction  of  the  consti- 
tution dangerous  to  liberty, there  will  be  an  apology 
for  repeated  resistance;  but  when  there  has  been 
a series  of  legislation  in  pursuance  of  a construction 
of  the  constitution,  which  is  calculated  to  promote 
the  best  interest  of  the  country,  it  is  not  consistent 
with  wisJon%  or  the  peace  and  welfare  of  society, 
to  disturb  it. 

In  what  age  or  nation  has  the  power  of  improving 
a country  been  wilfully  abused?  Even  the  unsuc- 
cessful attempts  at  great  undertakings  have  receiv'- 
ed  the  admiration  of  mankind.  No  power  can  be 
more  safely  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people;  and  it  may  be  truly  said,  that, 
among  the  objects  of  a national  character,  which, 
at  intervals,  engage  the  patriotism  and  resources 
of  a nation,  none  are  more  henelicial,  and  none  so 
permanent,  as  the  internal  improvements  of  a covm- 
try:  While  others,  with  the  institutions  that  gave 

them  birth,  may  be  effaced  even  from  remembrance 
by  the  flow  of  time,  these  will  remain,  as  lasting  as 
the  rivers  they  connect,  to  be  enjoyed  and  admired 
as  long  as  generations  are  permitted  to  exist. 

I'he  committee,  upon  the  whole,  do  not  deem  it 
expedient  to  recommend  the  immediate  prose- 
cution of  any  work;  they  think  that  some  well 
digested  system  ought  hereafter  to  be  devised  by 
congress,  which  can  be  done  with  greater  pro- 
priety -when  the  surveys  and  estimates  shall  have 
been  received,  by  virtue  of  the  proposed  bill  al- 
ready alluded  to. 

They,  therefore,  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  the  present  t ' 
authorize  the  expenditure  of  any  money  on  any  of 
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the  objects  reierred,  except  to  carry  into  effect 
the  bill  reported  entitled  a bill  to  procure  the  ne- 
cessary surveys,  plans,  and  estimates,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  roads  and  canals. 


CHRONICLE. 

John  McLean^  of  Ohio,  formerly  a member  of 
congress  from  that  state,  has  been  appointed  by 
the  president  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office,  in  the  place  of  the  late  Josiah  Meigs. 

Rhode  Island.  Messrs.  Eddy  and  Durfree  have 
been  re  elected  to  congress  without  opposition. 

Indiana.  Jonathan  Jennings  is  re-elected  go- 
vernor of  this  state. 

Illinois.  Eaward  Coles  is  elected  governor  of, 
and  Daniel  P.  Cook  re  elected  the  representative 
in  congress  from,  this  state.  Mr,  Cook  had  4,764 
votes,  and  his  opponent,  John  McLean,  3,311. 

Mississippi,  Mr.  Rankin  has  been  re-elected  a 
representative  to  congress  from  this  state — he  was 
opposed  by  George  Poindexter,  esq. 

Missouri,  John  Scott  is  re  elected  to  congress 
by  a ponsiderable  majority — there  were  several 
candidates. 

A panther^  weighing  140  lbs.  was  lately  killed  by 
a lad  of  13  years  of  age,  in  Westlerly,  R.  I. 

Witchcraft,  A silly  creature  at  Norfolk,  has  lately 
been  found  guilty  of  murder  in  the  second  degree, 
for  killing  a person  that  a female  fortune  teller  in- 
formed him  had  bewitched  his  wife.  The  beldam, 
the  author  of  this  fatal  event,  escaped,  and  only 
could  be  required  to  give  security  for  her  good 
behaviour— on  the  inability  to  do  which  she  was 
sent  to  jail. 

A public  dinn-er  was  recently  given  at  Cincinnati 
to  Mr  Clay  and  gen.  Jessup,  in  testimony  of  respect 
for  their  public  services.  Many  good  and  patriotic 
toasts  were  drank,  and  also  the  following  of  a per- 
sonal nature: 

Our  p-uestf  Mr.  Clay — His  public  services  are 
cherished  in  the  gratitude  and  recollections  of  the 
people;  we  hail  with  gratitude  and  confidence  his 
return  to  the  councils  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that,  in  rising  to  make  his  respect- 
ful acknowledgments  for  the  sentiments  just  drank, 
and  for  the  flattering  marks  of  kind  attention  which, 
on  the  occasion  of  a former  as  well  as  his  present 
visit,  he  had  experienced  in  this  city,  he  trusted  he 
should  violate  no  usage  nor  offend  against  any 
sense  of  propriety  which  prevailed  here.  He  should 
be  sorry,  indeed,  if  there  existed  any  restraint  to 
the  expression,  however  inadequate  it  might  be, 
of  the  grateful  emotions  which  he  felt.  He  had 
been  long  desirous  to  see  Cincinnati.  He'had  been 
prevented  from  having  that  gratification  until  about 
two  years  ago,  when  he  was  brought  here  princi- 
pally by  a professional  duty,  painful  to  himself,  and 
which,  had  its  citizens  been  less  liberal,  less  magna- 
nimous, might  have  induced  them  to  have  given 
him  a cold  and  cheerless  reception.  They  then 
received  him  with  a warm  and  hearty  cordiality 
which  he  should  never  forget.*  He  was  anxious 
to'seethis  city  for  many  reasons.  It  held,  indispu- 
tably, the  first  rank  among  our  western  towns.  All 
had  had  a rapid  and,unexampled  rise.  Whilst  towns, 
in  other  countries,  rose  gradually  and  so  impercepti- 

*Mr. C.  was  understood  here  to  allude  more 
particularly  to  the  offer  then  made  him  of  the  com- 
pliment  of  a public  dinner,  which  he  was  obliged 
to  decline. 


bly  that  their  origin  was  obscured  in  their  aniiq  uty, 
this  city  had  sprung  up,  on  the  banks  of  the  st 
beautiful  river  in  the  world,  as  it  were  but  yester- 
day, by  a sort  of  enchantment,  ff  causes,  common 
to  the  whole  of  the  western  towns,  for  a moment 
seemed  to  cloud  its  prospects,  he  had  no  doubr  that 
it  would  emerge  by  its  native  energies,  by  the  in- 
dustry and  by  the  enterprize  of  citizens,  and  ex- 
hibit a renewed  activity  and  an  increased  splendor 
and  expansion. 

He  was  extremely  gratified  to  find  that  the  gen- 
tlemen here  assembled  approved  of  his  return  to  the 
national  councils.  He  had  left  thens  with  regret, 
and  for  imperious  private  motives,  which  it  would 
be  impertinent  here  to  relate.  In  going  back  again 
he  should  endeavor  to  carry  with  him  those  broad 
and  comprehensive  principles,  by  which  he  had 
ever  sought  to  guide  his  public  conduct,  and  by 
which  every  part  and  every  interest  of  this  great 
confederacy  ought  to  be  fostered  and  encouraged 
and  protected.  And  it  will  be  to  him  a source  of 
proud  and  agreeable  recollection  if  he  should  be 
enabled  hereafter  to  deserve  the  distinguished  favor 
which,  on  this  occasion,  had  been  shown  him. 

Our  distingushed  friend  andtorvusman,  gen,  Jessup 
— Merit  has  met  its  reward,  and  patriotism  receiv- 
ed her  laurels. 

Gen.  Jessup  said  that,  although  he  had  not  been 
accustomed  to  speak  in  public,  yet  he  could  not  re- 
frain from  returning  thanks  for  the  honor  shewn 
him:  that  it  had  been  said  the  highest  honor  the 
soldier  could  receive  was  the  approbation  of  his 
fellow  citizens: — but  he  felt  that  there  is  a reward 
still  more  precious — the  confidence  and  approba- 
tion of  those  who  had  known  him  from  his  youth, 
and  marked  his  course.  He  begged  leave  to  pro- 
pose as  a toast. 

The  city  of  Cm  anna  fir— May  its  prosperity  equal 
the  patriotism  and  enterprize  of  its  citizens. 

Volunteer  by  Mr,  Lovgxvorthy.  Gen.  Wm.  H. 
Harrison,  the  man  who  dared  to  be  honest  in  the 
worst  of  times. 

Gen.  Harrison  observed,  that  custom  required 
that  he  should  express  bis  obligation  for  the  honor 
done  him  by  the  company,  and  he  had  little  to  say 
but  to  express  that  obligation.  In  addressing, 
however,  a portion  of  his  fellow  citizens,  for  whose 
favor  he  was  then  a candidate,  he  could  not  help 
giving  utterance  to  the  sentiment  which  was  pre- 
dominant in  his  mind — that  of  gratitude  for  their 
past  confidence,  and  a determination  to  exert  his 
utmost  endeavors  to  serve  them  should  he  be  again 
honored  with  their  suffrages.  He  would  never 
forget  that  he  was  the  representative  of  two  most 
respectable  counties,  and  of  a city  which  had  been 
truly  characterized  by  his  friend  Mr.  Clay  for  the 
liberality  and  magnanimity  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
opinion  which  his  friend  had  formed  on  a casual 
visit,  he  knew  from  a long  residence  to  be  correct. 

By  gen.  Harrison — electioneering  tricks:  devised 
by  the  great  enemy  of  mankind  for  the  destruction 
of  free  governments,  by  preventing  a fair  expres- 
sion of  the  public  will. 

Montgomery,  (~ Ala.)  Aug.  23.  It  is  reported  by 
a gentleman  who  arrived  in  yesterday’s  stage,  that 
hostilities  in  the  Creek  nation  had  commenced  be- 
tween  the  Big  Warrior  and  McIntosh.  We  have 
heard  before  that  there  was  a misunderstanding 
between  these  personages;  but  have  not  learned  the 
cause  of  their  difference.  The  character  of  the 
reporter  is  known  to  us,  and  we  doubt  not  his  ve 
racity.  r 
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Pennsylvania.  The  long  expected  map  of  this 
state,  by  Mr.  JMellish,  has  at  length  appeared,  it 
may  be  called  a magnihccnt  work,  worthy  of  tlie 
great  commonwealtli  which  has  so  liberally  fur 
nished  the  means  to  produce  it.  Greater  accuracy 
could  not  well  have  been  expected  tlian  is  assured 
in  this  map;  made  up,  chiefly,  of  county  surveys, 
taken  by  experienced  persons,  resident  in  the  re- 
spective counties,  and  responsible  to  their  immedi- 
ate neighbors  and  frfends,  for  the  truth  of  their  re- 
presentations. There  is  nothing  like  direct  respon- 
sibility, w\\e\.\\ex  in  mechanics,  manufacturers,  map- 
makers,  or  governors  and  presidents.  It  assures  fi- 
delity, or  enables  the  people  to  punish  the  want 
of  it. 

Some  of  these  maps,  besides  all  that  it  is  usual  to 
expect  to  find  on  such  productions,  sliew  the  geo- 
logy of  the  whole  state,  and  mark  the  boundaries 
of  the  various  cessions  of  the  Indians,  8tc. 

Military  academy.  We  understand  that  an  or- 
der has  been  issued  at  this  academy,  prohibiting 
any  cadet  from  receiving  more  than  one  newspaper; 
and  this,  perhaps,  is  right;  but  it  seems  that  the  pa- 
per  which  a cadet  is  permitted  to  receive,  must  be 
published  in  his  own  state,  county  or  town,  no  mat 
ter  how  useless  it  may  be  as  a vehicle  of  intelli 
gence  or  news.  Thus,  a cadet  from  Missouri  shall 
receive  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  congress 
via.  St.  Louis;  and  another  from  Kentucky  must 
expect  European  news  through  a Lexington  news- 
paper! 

We  are  informed  of  some  other  regulations  of 
this  national  establishment  that  do  not  appear  al- 
together consistent  with  the  light  and  reason  of 
the  republican  system — but  We  do  not  wish  to  in- 
terfere with  them,  without  a better  understanding 
of  their  nature;  it  is  possible  that  a considerable 
degree  of  restraint  may  be  necessary  to  preserve 
order  among  so  many  high-spirited  young  men, 
collected  from  different  and  distant  parts  of  our 
country.  Hitherto  it  has  too  much  been  a school 
for  the  education  of  the  children  of  the 

rich  and  influential;  but  we  believe  that  some  re- 
formation has  taken  place  in  this  particular:  at 
least,  there  is  a better  and  more  just  apportion- 
ment as  to  states  than  there  used  to  be. 

The  ATLANTIC  AND  PACIFIC.  Lieut.  Weaver^  of 
the  navy,  has  lately  arrived  in  Washington  city  from 
the  Pacific,  though  not  immediately  from  our  squad- 
ron in  that  sea.  He  left  Lima  about  the  25th  of 
June,  shortly  before  which  a battle  took  place  be- 
tween the  royalists  and  a division  of  San  Martinis 
army,  in  which  the  latter  were  decisively  beaten, 
and  nearly  destroyed.  No  other  event, of  import- 
ance had  recently  occurred. 

I.ieut.  Weaver  came  over-land  from  the  Pacific 
to  the  Atlantic,  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama, 
which  has  become  an  interesting  country  from  the 
possibility  of  an  attempt,  some  time  or  other,  be- 
ing made  to  connect  the  two  great  oceans  at  that 
point,  if  the  nature  of  the  intervening  land  be 
found  to  admit  the  practicability  of  such  a work. 
Lieut.  Weaver  represents  the  country,  on  the 
route  which  he  came,  as  generally  low  and  Hat;  and 
such  an  one,  we  should  presume,  as,  would  render 
Vox.  xxm. 4. 


an  inter-oceanic  communication,  by  canal,  between 
the  rivers  wliich  fall  into  eacli  sea,  a work  neither 
very  difficult  nor  expensive.  We  did  not  see  lieut. 
Weaver  ourselves  liuring  his  sla}’  in  town,  or  our 
inquiries  wouklhave  enabled  us  to  give  a more  par- 
ticular description  of  the  Isthmus.  Its  general 
character,  however,  may  be  understood  from  the 
above,  and  from  his  denominating  it  as  throughoat 
an  ague  and  fever  country,  of  which  he  had  good 
evidence,  being  detained  some  time  on  that  road  by 
the  sickness.  J\\it.  hit. 

Oun  sauADRON  in  the  Mediterranean,  consisting 
of  the  Constitution  frigate,  Ontario,  Sic.  has  lately 
visited  some  of  the  Turkish  ports  and  Greek 
islands.  The  people  of  the  latter  were  muen  de- 
lighted  with  the  hope  that  these  vessels  had  arrived 
to  assist  them  against  the  Turks,  and  were  much 
disappointed  to  find  that  it  was  not  so.  They  made 
many  enquiries  about  our  country,  and  it  appears 
probable  that  many  of  them  will  embark  for  it,  in 
the  event  of  being  driven  to  an  extremity.  The 
commodore  landed  at  Idra,  and  was  received  with 
a salute  of  18  guns.  When  the  squadron  returned 
to  Leghorn,  it  was  visited  by  lord  Byron,  who  was 
very  respectfully  received,  and  much  pleased  to 
see  a fine  edition  of  his  works  in  the  cabin  of  the 
Ontario. 

Cotton.  Some  time  ago,  we  noticed  certain  ex- 
periments that  were  making  m New-York,  &c.  to 
ascertain  the  probable  success  that  would  attend 
the  cultivation  of  cotton,  as  a crop — those  experi- 
ments have  very  generally  succeeded  so  far;  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  their  complete  success, 
if  there  should  not  be  frosts  before  the  6th  or  8lh 
of  October. 

We  have  in  our  hands  (says  the  National  Gazette) 
a fine  specimen  of  Pennsylvania  cotton,  planted 
on  the  6th  May,  by  a gentleman  of  South  Carolina, 
at  his  summer  residence  near  Germantown.  He  has 
half  an  acre  of  it  in  his  orchard,  and  writes  thus  on 
the  subject:  “It  is  a sample  of  the  green  seed  (or 
short  staple  coHon).  From  the  rough  and  poor 
state  of  the  soil,  it  has  been  cultivated  under  un- 
favorable circumstances;  nevertheless  it  grows  lux- 
uriantly and  is  superior  to  what.l  expected;  indeed, 
the  staple  is  scarcely  inferior  to  the  best  upland 
cotton  of  South  Carolina.’* 

Bills  on  England  are  at  10  per  cent,  advance 
again,  and  gold  is  in  much  demand,  at  a high  pre- 
mium, for  remittances.  The  heavy  importations  of 
the  present  year  will  have  a most  unhappy  efi'ect 
on  the  internal  trade  and  commerce  of  our  country. 
Silver  begins  to  be  in  request  for  exporiatiun. 

Rights  of  things — Greece,  and  the  French  and 
British  agents  therein.  Therciis  no  man  in  Christen- 
dom who  has  read  of  ancient  Greece  and  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  early  progress  of  her  people  in 
the  arts  and  sciences,  w’hich  they  so  gallantly  de- 
fended by  their  arms,  against  the  vast  hordes  of 
barbarians — who  has  understood  what  was  the  con- 
dition of  this  fine  country  under  the  mastery  of  the 
Turks,  and  been  informed  of  the  present  struggle 
of  its  prcK?nt  inhabitants  for  life,  liberty  and  all  that 
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is  near  or  dear  to  the  hearts  of  men,  that  can  be 
hold  the  existing  slate  of  things  with  iudilfcrence, 
unless  his  natural  feeling,  every  honorable  princi- 
ple within  him,  has  been  destroyed,  annihilated,  by 
self-interested  views,  or  a vile  devotion  to  the  opi- 
nions and  policy  of  others:  but  it  is  yet  even  so, 
that,  in  the  United  States,  a republic,  proudly  styl- 
ed “the  asylum  of  oppressed  humanity,”  not  an 
hundredth  part  of  the  excitement  exists  on  behalf 
of  the  Greeks,  that  prevailed  when  the  people  of 
Spam,  made  fielding  machines  of  Great  Britain, 
■were  ostensibly  contending  Uiut  stu[)ified  bigot 
should  be  their  king  and  that  the  “holy  inquisition” 
should  be  re-established.  These  poor  fools  were 
lauded  as  “patriots” — and  many  of  our  “moral  and 
religious”  people  were  ready  to  denounce  any  one 
as  among  the  worst  of  mankind,  that  would  not  re- 
joice in  their  success  or  mourn  for  tlieir  discomliture. 
We  had  feasts  and  processions  and  goings-to-cliurcb 
-^orations  and  sermons;  tlie  public  ear  was  weari- 
ed witii  praises  of  them,  and  heaven  was  invoked 
to  patronize  llieir  efforts  and  rescue  them  from  the 
dominion  of  France!  But  who  cares  for  the  Greeks, 
really  lighting  for  life  and  liberty — to  emancipate 
themselves  from  the  yoke  of  barbarians — to  rescue 
their  country  from  the  power  of  those  who  invaded 
and  subjugated  it,  with  lire  and  sword — to  uphold 
their  right  to  worship  God  after  the  dictates  of  their 
own  conscience — to  defend  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters  from  beastly  pollution — to  prevent  a dashing 
out  of  the  brains  of  their  little  ones,  by  heartless, 
cold-blooded,  infernal  assassins  and  murderers? 

There  must  be  some  reason  from  the  difference 
of  feeling  that  prevailed  in  regard  to  Spain  and  that 
which  exists  in  respect  to  Greece;  and  it  is  worth 
while  to  enquire  a little  into  the  matter.  The  rea- 
»on  that  I assign  is  this — that  Giieat  Buitain  was  in 
terested  in  reducing  the  power  of  Napoleon  in  Spain, 
but  is  interested  in  maintaining  the  power  of  the 
Turks.  Some  persons  will  be  startled  at  this  de- 
claration— for  they  have  not  considered  the  moral 
force  of  that  country  over  the  people  of  this,  which 
force  I am  devoted  to  the  annihilation  of,  as  of  all 
o\hev  foreign  influence.  I do  not  want  any  impor- 
tation of  opinions  or  of  caUicocs  from  Great  Britain, 
unless  on  reciprocal  principles,  such  as  one  indepen- 
dent nation  should  extend  to  another.  But,  while 
the  Spaniards  were  fighting  for  Britain,  a bundle 
of  tapes  would  not  reach  us  without  something 
about  the  holy  cause  of  Spain — not  a piece  of  bob- 
bin, unless  accompanied  with  an  exhortation  to 
throw  up  our  hats  and  rejoice  at  a victory  over  Na- 
poleon, even  at  the  foul  massacre  of  the  French  at 
Madrid!!!  But  now  there  is  nothing  said  about  a gal- 
lant people  struggling  for  liberty  and  life — not  a 
word  of  the  descendants  of  those  who  fought  at 
Thermopylae,  Marathon  and  Pialea,  and  preserved 
light  and  knov/ledge  from  extinguishing  despotism 
—no  feeling  for  10,000  respectable  women  and 
amiable  young  ladies,  dragged  from  one  island  and 
sold  in  one  markett  at  Constantinople,  like  negroes 
at  Havana;  where  purchasers  examine  their  limbs 
as  bi).tchers  do  hogs  that  they  wish  to  purchase, 
and  who  arc  treated  with  no  more  lenity  than  is 
shewn  to  the  filthiest  and  most  disgusting  of  beasts 
— no  outcry  for  tens  of  thousands  of  husbands 
and  brothers  of  these  females  purely  butchered^ 
whose  carcases  covered  the  fields  unburied— be- 
cause Great  Britian  is  now  as  much  afraid  of  the 
power  of  Russia  as  she  was  that  of  France;  because 
the  emancipation  of  Greece  may  lessen  her  trade 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  open  the  way  to  her  In- 
dia possessions,  where  gold  is  gathered  by  the  blood 
of  men,  and  dominion  est^n^d  by  the  ((gso^Mion  of 


I kingdoms.  And  shull  T.-e,  for  the  reason  that  be~ 

! 7ievolence  for  Greece  is  not  imfjon.ed  like  that  for 
Spam  was,  have  none  of  it?  I'liis  wretched  thing 
comes  out  of  the  liabiL  of  sufiering  other  people 
to  think  for  us— and  hence  the  moral  po-wer  of  Eng- 
land is  greater  in  the  United  States  than  that  of  her 
arms,  mighly  as  her  means  of  am-.oyance  are,  even 
shaken  as  it  was  by  the  events  of  the  late  war,  and 
afiected  as  it  is  by  tlie  progress  of  domestic  manu- 
factures and  internal  improvement — which  may, 
at  last,  render  it  harmless,  if  not  eradicate  it,  and, 
perchance,  “luni  the  tables”  in  our  favor,  at  some 
further  day. 

Now,  let  every  liberal  minded  man  seriously  con- 
sider tlic  matters  just  presented,  cull  to  mind  the 
excitement  about  Spain  and  regard  the  apathy  re- 
specting Greece  — to  the  latter  of  whicli  we  can  do 
just  as  much  good  as  we  did  to  the  former.  1 re- 
peat it,  there  iinisi  be  some  reason  for  this  difference 
of  feeling;  and  I believe  tliat  the  1.  .e  one  is  assign- 
ed above.  It  was  the  wish  of  Great  Britain  that  the 
Spaniards  should  kill  off  the  French;  it  is  lier 
wish  that  the  Greeks  would  not  rescue  themselves 
from  the  Turks — and  we  seem  to  wish  as  she  di- 
rects that  we  should!!!  It  ought  to  be  our  desire, 
that  the  Turks  should  be  driven  out  of  Europe,  the 
Russians  out  of  Poland,  the  British  out  ©f  India, 
and  the  Ionian  Islands  8ic.  for  the  power  of  each  is 
supported  by  the  miseries  of  mankind,  in  render- 
ing  free  persons  slaves,  like  the  blacks  of  Africa, 
stolen  or  subdued,  and  consigned  to  the  lusts  and 
lashes  of  masters  for  life.  It  is  true,  some  pretended- 
ly  religious  men  among  us,  wish  a plentiful  destruc- 
tion of  people  in  Europe,  that  trade  may  revive-, 
and  will  say  that  they  “thank  Gud”  for  the  pros- 
pect of  ail  abundant  catting  off  of  heads — but  who 
shall  get  the  victory  they  care  not,  except  that 
they  want  the  war  to  be  a long  one!  It  is  my 
pray^er,  that  peace  and  prosperity  should  prevail 
and  abound  every  where — and,  when  the  wishes 
or  the  wants  of  a government  or  an  individual  are 
to  be  gratified  mainly  by  the  miseries  of  others,  I 
earnestly  wish  that  that  government  or  individual 
may  be  precipitated  into  the  misery  which  it  was 
desired  might  be  the  lot  of  others — not  out  of  ven- 
geance, but  as  an  act  of  retributive  justice,  to  teach 
wisdom  in  the  school  of  adversity — and  many  will 
not  be  taught  in  any  other. 

Some  will  pronounce  me  to  be  prejudiced  or 
suppose  me  severe,  for  thus  expressing  myself,  as 
to  the  moral  power  of  England  over  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States;  but  the  right  of 
what  I have  said  is  easily  maintained,  and  a hun- 
dred things  to  prove  it  might  be  put  down  from 
recollection  as  f^st  rs  I could  commit  them  to  pa- 
per. The  defeat  (or  treason)  of  gen  Hull  at  De- 
troit, and  the  massacre  of  the  gallant  Kentuckians 
on  the  river  Itaisin,  pleased  many — and  the  victory 
of  capt.  Hull  displeased  not  a few;  the  result  of  the 
battle  of  Waterloo  was  openly  rejoiced  at,  though 
it  loosened  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  upon  us, 
and  caused  some  of  the  herofts  of  St.  Sebastian’s  to 
to  be  transported  across  the  Atlantic,  to  play  the 
part  of  Goths  at  Washington,  to  get  “booty  and 
beauty,”  at  Baltimore,  could,  and  ingloriously 

perish  at  Orleans — and  yet  the  legislature  of  a 

most  important  state,  gravely  resolved  that  it  did 
not  become  “a  moral  and  religious  people”  to  re- 
joice at  Perry's  victory  on  lake  Erie,  which  rescued 
an  extensive  frontier  from  the  tomahawk  and  scalp- 
ingknife  of  the  savage  and  the  more  savage  promo- 
ters of  their  terrible  mode  of  war;  ‘legitimate  kings* 
in  Europe  were  prayed  for,  and  the  freely  elected 
presi^njt  of  tinQ  United  States  advised  to  “abd.i- 
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cate,”  because  so  said  ths  liviiish — such  were  the 
key-notes  of  the  British  yiress!  In  the  “acraofgood 
feelings”  such  recognitions  may  appear  rude — we 
may  forgive,  but  cannot  forget  them;  the  truly  re 
penUmt  may  grieve,  but  will  nut  complain  that  they 
are  mentioned:  for  otheis,  1 care  not. 

In  a thousand  other  things  we  are  the  most  luim- 
ble  copyists — every  gim-crach  about  religion  or 
politics,  dress  or  address,  that  becomes  popular  and 
makes  a noise  in  England,  is  introduced  here:  mis 
sionary  societies  and  Wellington  boots,  “his  ma jes- 
tyV’  virtues  and  the  vys  and  viiches  of  the  cockney. 
"We  yankees  are  said  to  be  I’tiil  of  “iiouons;”  surely, 
the  inventive  genius  of  our  countrymen  is  equal  to 
that  of  any  other  people— yet  we  can  hardly  con- 
trive a scheme  even  of  benevolence  for  our.selves, 
and  nine  tenths  of  those  that  are  popular  are  im/iort 
ed,  as  if  the  hearts  of  the  American  people  were 
incapable  of  suggesting  any  good  thing,  suited  to 
the  condition  of  their  o^vn  country  and  applicable 
to  domestic  purposes!  1 would  wish  to  deal  ten- 
derly witii  the  well-meaning  members  of  some  of 
our  societies,  even  those  instituted  to  make  indif- 
ferent priests  out  of  what  might  be  rendered  ex 
cellent  ploughmen — but  the  principala  of  many  of 
these  are  of  the  same  class  of  people  as  compose 
the  dignitaries  o'l  the  church  in  Europe — influenced 
by  the  same  considerations  and  leading  to  them  by 
the  same  devices.  What  must  we  think  of  a pam- 
pered clergyman  in  the  United  States,  whose  whole 
receipts  were,  perhaps,  equal  to  about  5000  dollars 
a year,  commending  a poor  fellow  wlio  saved,  as  he 
thought,  about  5 dollars  in  the  course  of  12  months, 
by  working  on  the  4th  of  July,  by  going  without  a 
neck  cloth,  by  wearing  cow-hide  shoes,  &c.  that  he 
might  give  it  to  a missionary  or  some  other  reli- 
gious society,  of  which  that  clergyman  was  a pa 
tron.'’*  1 regard  such  conduct  jus;  as  would  that  of 
*‘his  roy  al  highness,  the  duke  of  York,”  if,  when  he 
and  his  famous  courtezan,  Mary  Ann  Clark,  were 
promoting  persons  to  office  in  the  state  and  churchy 
lie  had  become  a most  active  agent  for  the  sup 
pressiori  of  vice  and  immorality — and  some  such 
thing  it  is  highly  probable  that  he  was  at  the  time: 
the  character  of  the  cases  and  of  the  actors  in  them, 
must  be  precisely  alike.  Yet,  with  all  this  zealous 
and  servile  cojiying  of  foreign  contrivances,  our  own 
charitable  institutions  languish — we  send  men  half 
way  round  the  world  to  preach  to  people  less  vicious 
than  we  ourseh'es  are,  and  neglect  our  own  house- 
liold — the  multitudes  of  white  persons  in  our  fron- 
tier settlements,  the  wild  Indian,  and  the  debased 
descendant  of  Africa,  resident  among  us  and  living 
at  our  doors! 

The  foreigri  missionary  sy'stem  is  chiefly  a favor- 
ite with  us,  because  it  is  the  hobby  of  the  religious- 
proud  in  Great  Britain — and  for  why.'’  It  has  been 
the  pioneer  of  the  sword  in  India,  the  means 
used  to  “discover  the  nakedness  of  the  land,”  to 
spread  disaffection  among  the  people,  to  divide  and 
distract  them,  and  guide  armies  to  conquest! — so 
we  must  send  missionaries  to  India  to  assist  in  com- 
pleting the  work  of  misery  and  subjugation!  India 

the  blood  seems  as  if  curdling  in  my  veins, 

when  I call  to  mind  the  doings  of  England  in  this 
extensive  region  of  country,  inhabited  by  an  inno- 
cent people  if  compared  with  those  wiio  permit 
missionaries  to  travel  among  them.  The  British,  in 
India,  caused  the  destruction  of  between  thirty  and 


♦But  he  himself  not  giving  a cent’s  worth  of  any 
thing — unless  there  should  be  a cent’s  value  in  his 
formal  prayers, 


forty  millions  of  people,  in  abou  thiriy  years,  and 
art'  now,  in  the  most  charitable  as;:ec:  of  things, 
about  to  make  their  peace  with  Gon  tor  such  ex- 
tensive desolations,  by  sending  out  a iew  fame  loving 
missionaries  to  iiersuade  those  tr>  Christianity,  who 
ouglit  to  hale  tiie  very  name  of  Christian,  if  judg- 
ing  by  the  acts  of  those  who  have  called  themselves  so — 
who,  like  the  Peruvian  at  the  stake  to  be  burnt  to 
death,  when  exhorted  to  believe  in  the  r;;ligion  of 
his  murderers  that  he  might  be  prepared  for  hea- 
ven, preferred  the  other  place,  on  being  told  that 
h&iaven  was  filled  with  Spaiiiurds — as  any  reasona- 
ble  man,  €onuiiioned  as  he  was,  would  have  done. 
But  all  that  the  Spaniards  dul  in  ll.iyti.  Cuba, 
Mexico  and  Pern,  were  liu!e  siivs — small  matu  rs, 
compared  with  tlie  acts  of  profr'ssuig  christiaris  in 
Hindostan.  A mere  trifle  — milllo.  s Hg.ains'  t -ns  of 
millions!  But  all  this  is  like  Napoleon’s  “h'.  rr’hle 
conscriptions/’  thnugli  be..rmg,  r.-la  iveiy,  *'ith  less 
than  half  the  force  ot  British  Irnpres.-ment,  and  the 
principle  of  the  one  being  exactly  toe  principle  of 
tlie  other — to  tear  men  Irom  their  homes,  (and,  on 
the  part  of  the  British,  to  steal  even  foreigners  on 
the  high  seas),  to  make  white  slaves  of  Ihein  and 
compel  them  to  fight. 

At  the  moment  of  writing  this,  we  notice  an  ex- 
tract from  some  newspaper  called  the  “Christian 
Watchman,”  which  says,  that  a subscription  of 
3000  dollars  a year,  for  live  years,  has  been  made 
up  at  Boston,  “for  the  purpose  of  putting  in  opera- 
tion a printing  office  in  Asia;”  and  that  another  of 
3000  dollars  was  got  up  to  purchase  presses,  Stc.  to 
start  with — ALL  at  the  urgent  recommendation  of 
a late  British  consul  at  Smyrna — mark  that,  of  a 
British  consul  at  Smyrna,  of  which  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  below.  People  may  distribute 
their  money  thus,  if  they  please — but  ray  hum- 
ble opinion  is,  that  he  who  “provideth  not  for  his 
own  household,  (out  of  the  means  that  he  hath),  is 
worse  than  an  infidel.”  I have  always  found  enough 
athome  forthe  pittances  that  I have  had  to  spare,  or 
rather  that  1 have  parted  with  without  having  them 
to  spare.  I trust  that  there  is  as  much  charity  in 
my  bosom  as  people  generally  have — but  frankly 
confess,  that  I have  no  money  to  bestow  ow  foreign 
missions;  nor  shall  I,  until  there  are  no  meritorious 
and  respectable  poor  at  home,  on  whom  the  amount 
of  the  money  thus  lavished  would  confer  real,  sub- 
stantial, unaffected  good.  As  I said  sometime  ago, 
“praying  is  well  but  doing  is  better,”  as  is  fully 
exemplified  by  the  following  anecdote: — “A  Ger- 
man priest  walking  in  procession,  at  the  head  of  his 
parishioners,  over  cultivated  fields,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure a blessing  on  their  future  crops,  when  he  came 
to  those  of  unpromising  appearance,  would  pass 
on,  saying,  “/lere  prayers  and  singing  will  avail  no» 
thing — this  must  have  manuvey 

I am  a great  advocate  for  a national  character,  and 
do  not  think  that  the  English  are  the  best  people 
in  the  world  to  lead  us  in  works  * faith,  hope,  and 

charity.’’  It  is  true,  that  their  vanity  and  wealth, 
have  raised  up  many  grand  edifices  and  richly  en- 
dowed them  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  for  the 
spread  of  the  everlasting  gospel;  but  the  same  per- 
sons have  been  the  great  advociAtes  of  the  systems 
of  fraud  and  oppression  that  made  paupers  to  fill  such 
edifices,  and  are  supporters  ot  a church  establish- 
ment which  substitutes  the  opinions  of  men  for  the 
light  of  that  gospel;  “dealing  damnation”  on  those 
who  do  not  subscribe  to  such  opimons!  We  have 
notliing  to  do  with  “my  lord,  his  grace,  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,”  who  gives  back  to  suffering 
luiinanity  a few  hundred  dollars  out  o*  the  fifties 
, of  thousands  that  his  “craft”  caacts  of  ths  needy— ^ 
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or  with  the  “royal  dukes,”  who  grant  a pittance  to 
missionaries  out  of  the  thousands  paid  by  the  labor- 
itig  poor  to  support  them  in  their  debaucheries. 
Their  charily  is  like  the  “sounding  brass  or  a tink- 
ling cymbal” — only  to  make  a iioise,  and  keep  up 
the  deceptions  of  priest-craft  and  royalty.  A fox- 
hunting parson,  wlio,  after  a hard  chase,  lies  pros- 
trate under  a dinner  table,  wallowing  in  his  tilth, 
might  as  well  open  his  mouth  and  speak  of  mercy 
and  temperance,  if  his  tongue  could  give  utterance 
to  his  cant  on  such  subjects  In  the  dark  ages,  a 
certain  nobleman  having  committed  some  outrage 
on  the  property  of  anotlier  in  the  days  cf  his  youth, 
repented  of  it  in  his  old  age— he  sought  out  the 
heirs  of  the  injured  most  2ealously,  hut  without 
success;  the  monks  advised  that  he  should  bestow 
the  ill  gotten  wealth  upon  them.  “What,”  said  he, 
rudely,  “and  make  the  Almigiity  a partner  in  the 
sin?  No— no;  the  poor  shall  have  it.”  If  those 
pricked  by  conscience  or  desirous  of  doing  good, 
would  act  on  this  principle,  we  should  be  much  bet- 
ter  oil’  than  we  are:  for,  I hold  it  more  pleasing  to 
Go-d,  as  surely  it  is  more  beneficial  to  mankind,  to 
g'ive  employ  and  encouragerfient  io  the  poor,  that  they 
may  honorably  and' honestly  maintain  themselves, 
than  to  build  and  endow  hospitals  for  them,  and 
cause  prie.sts  to  roll  in  the  fatness  of  things  extract- 
ed out  of  their  substance. 

The  time  has  past.  In  which  it  is  allowable  to  give 
people  a gentle  mating  to  death,  before  a slow  fire, 
to  do  “God's  service,”  and  convince  mankind  of 
the  merciful  dispensations  of  the  mediator — when 
scoundrel  priests,  with  an  image  of  Add  Goodness 
in  one  hand,  stirred  the  faggotswith  the  other,  and 
exhorted  suffering  wretches  to  love  the  religious 

dogmas  that  had  sent  them  to  the  stake -yet 

there  is,  just  now,  a feeling  abroad  not  less  tolerant 
or  unworthy  of  the  Christian  name,  than  that  which 
prevailed  when  fire  was  used  to  establish  orthodoxy; 
and  for  this  opposition  to  the  missionary  system,  1 
am  quite  sure  that  some  will  severely  reprobate 
me — but  they  cannot  hurt  me!  Miserable,  indeed, 
must  be  a people  when  any  set*of  persons  are  able 
to  establish  themselves  as  oracles  oe  tuk  Deity! 
They  work  and  twist  and  screw  things  to  support 
their  owm  constructions,  and  hurl  anathemas  on  all 
who,  like  themselves,  claim  the  privilege  of  exer- 
cising the  reasoning  powers  that  Heaven  has  given. 
My  opinion,  that  missionaries  to  India  have  pro- 
duced much  harm  to  ihe  people  of  that  country, 
may  be  as  rightfully  held  as  the  opinion  of  another 
that  they  -will  do  ^ood — for  no  creature  has  a claim 
to  direct  the  operations  of  my  mind,  though  some 
would,  very  reasonably,  take  it  into  their  own  keep- 
ing— but  they  shall  not.  I would  rather  “do  justice, 
love  mercy  and  walk  humbly,”  as  a responsible  be- 
ing, than  profess  to  believe  ail  the  dogmas  and  ob- 
serve all  the  ceremonies  invented  by  man  since  the 
flood,  for  what  are  called  “religious”  purposes. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  and  British  agents  in 
Turkey,  furnish  us  with  glaring  distinctions  be- 
tween doing  and  professing.  Every  one  is  horror- 
struck  at  the  proceedings  of  the  barbarians  at  Scio 
— the  males  have  been  murdered,  and  the  most  deli- 
cate and  respectable  females,  to  the  amount  of 
20,000 — ten  thousand,  have  been  literally  exposed 
in  the  common  slave  market  at  Constantinople, 
like  beasts— deprived,  perhaps,  of  the  necessary 
covering  whioh  decency  required,  so  that  their  de- 
licate limbs  might  invite  purchasers!  The  French 
consul  on  this  island  saved  1500  of  its  unfortunate 
inhabitants,  suft'eringhis  house  to  be  literally  filled 
lip  with  them,  and  covering  them  by  the  flag  of  his 
cpuntry;  resisting  the  degaftii^S  of  the  Turk.s  tlv^t 


the  butchery  might  be  finished!  What  did  the 
British  do  at  Scio.'*  No  one  ever  heard  of  their  in- 
tervention, except  to  create  a belief  t!iat  they  co- 
operated with  the  baibarians  to  bring  about  the 
msssacre  and  slavery  of  the  people  that  inhabited 
it,  the  most  refined  and  accomplished,  perhaps,  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Turkey.  'At  Smyrna,  too, 
where,  through  British  exhortations,  we  are  to 
send  our  money  and  missionaries  - [no  money,  no 
I missiona^ iesl — the  French  consul,  a brave  and  ge- 
I nerous  genth  man,  armed  himself  and  his  friends, 
to  resist  force  by  hircc,  when  the  hell-hounds  would 
have  wrested  from  him  the  miserable  people  that 
had  sought  the  sanctuary  of  his  roof;  and  the  French 
ships  in  the  harbor  stood  prepared  to  second  his 
no'  ,le  efforts  to  save,  even  to  cannonade  the  city, 
if  Ills  house  had  been  assailed:  and  these  ships  re- 
ceived the  Greeks  flying  from  indiscriminate  mur- 
der. Well  might  the  king  of  France  say,  as  he  did 
in  his  speech  to  the  chambers,  that  his  naval  force 
in  the  Levant  “had  afforded  afd  to  tfie  nnforinnate, 
whose  gratitude  has  been  the  reward  of  his  solici- 
tude.” And  what  did  the  British  do  on  that  occa- 
sion.'* They  stood  with  arms  folded— closed  their 
doors  against,  or  pointed  their  cannon  at  t?ie  fugi- 
tive Greeks,  who  were  flying  by  water  in  boats;  and 
they  suffered  many  to  be  murdered  within  a few 
yards  of  their  ships,  under  their  guns— within  a 
cable’s  length,  perhaps;  or  beheld  others  precipi- 
tate themselves  into  the  sea,  and  prefer  death  by 
drowning  to  the  mercy  of  the  Turks.  I hese  things 
we  have  been  informed  of  through  the  British 
newspapers— and  it  is  evident  that  if  they  have  ever 
interfered  with  effect,  it  has  been  on  the  side  of 
the  barbarians,  whom  they  have  succored  and  pro~ 
tectcdvdi  the  Ionian  islands,  while  tliey  persecuted 
the  inhabitants  for  their  supposed  attachment  to  the 
Greek  cause,  and  they  have  rejected  the  Greeks. 
Consuls  and  agents  in  foreign  countries  have  no 
right  to  interpose  themselves  between  the  lato  and 
its  victims — but  in  the  scenes  that  have  taken  place 
at  Smyrna,  Scio,  &,c.  8cc.  there  was  no  pretence  of 
law  or  of  authority  to  murder;  and  any  man  of 
honor  would  have  interfered  to.  save  if  he  could, 
unless  restrained  by  some  very  positive  ordeis 
from  the  government  to  which  he  owed  allegiance. 

It  is  no  more  the  desire  of  France  than  of  Great 
Britain,  that  Russia  should  possess  herself  of  Eu- 
ropean Turkey — but  this  desire  is  founded  on  or 
guided  by  different  principles.  The  governments 
of  the  two  nations  join  in  an  unwillingness  that  the 
power  of  Alexander  should  be  extended,  but  to 
this  the  British  add  the  meanness  of  the  spirit  of 
trade,  and  an  apprehension  of  maratime  supre- 
macy, Hence  the  one  will  do  what  humanity  en- 
joins, while  the  other  stands  neutral,  or  secretly 
aids  the  barbarians.  It  is  not  the  gerdus  of  the  British 
people  to  he  cruel,  and,  no  doubt,  a vast  majority  of 
them  really  wish  the  liberation  of  the  Greeks— 
the  government  is  heartless.  We  mournfully  jenoto 
that  it  has  placed  the  tomahawk  in  the  hands  of  the 
savage,  and  bought  the  scalps  of  men,  women  and 
children,  with  money — and  knowing  this,  we  know 
enough  to  believe  it  capable  of  violating  every 
principle  of  humanity,  religion  and  law,  that  stands 
in  the  way  ©f  its  purposes— it  is  not  necessary  to 
add  any  thing  to  the  black  catalogue  of  its  crimes. 

What  will  be  the  result  of  aflairs  in  Turkey,  we 
cannot  foresee:  but,  if  the  Greeks  accomplish  their 
emancipation,  with  or  without  the  aid  of  Russia, 
they  will,  no  doubt,  rememberi  and  duly  esteem, 
British  neutrality  of  the  same  character  as  the  BrU 
tish  protection  of  the  Ionian  isles.  [This  article  was 
prepared  two  or  three  weeks  aga— It  ia  now  evi^ 
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4ent  that  Russia,  yielding  to  tlie  holy  alliance,  has 
given  up  the  Christian  (ireeks  to  massacre  and  inur- 
der.] 

IMPROVEMENT  IN’  PUBLIC  KItlT\TION.  It  is  alloW- 
ed  b)'  all,  that  the  interests  of  public  education  arc 
entitled  to  a character  of  being  more  extensively 
useful,  and  to  an  encouragement  more  liberal  than 
those  of  any  object  or  subject  on  which  national 
cliaractcr  and  independence  are  to  be  durably  sup. 
ported.  On  this  subject,  whatever  experience  may 
have  suggested,  or  whatever  genius,  o|'  any  kiiul, 
may  have  discovered,  it  is  presumed,  should  always 
lay  claim  to  attention  from  an  enlightened  public,  j 

From  more  than  thirty  years’  exercise  in  the  in-  \ 
struction  of  youth,  of  whom  many  have  filled  ho-  j 
iiorable  station.s  in  society:  having,  also,  examined,  j 
with  no  little  afention  and  interest,  the  systems  of! 
Joseph  Lancas  er  and  Dr.  Belh  of  England,  the  sub  - j 
scriber  flatters  himself  that  he  has  digested  a plan  ! 
much  superior  to  that  of  either  of  tliose  gentlemen; ! 
especially  where. the  most  libera!  course  of  instruc-  j 
tion  is  contemplated.  " 

It  has  been  on  tliis  presumption,  lliat  tlie follow- 
ing information  and  overture  have  been,  in  tliis  way,  i 
submitted  to  the  attention  of  the  friends  and  pa- 
Irons  of  literary  instruction  througlmut  the  United 
States.  I 

The  improved  pLn  v.'ould  require  a house  and  ! 
accommodations  well  adapted  to  the  purpose,  but  I 
not  essentially  different,  either  in  form  or  in  ex- { 
pense,  from  those  which  are  already  in  use;  and  ! 
sufliciently  spacious  to  contain,  on  the  lesser  scale, 
three  hundred  scholars,  or,  on  the  larger,  six  hun- 
elred. 

The  former  of  these  would  require  only  three 
instructors,  and  the  latter  not  more  than  six:  the 
method,  in  either,  altogether  different  from  any 
yet  introduced — and  which  the  author  would  en- 
gage to  exhibit,  in  many  respects,  superior  to  any 
yet  offered  to  public  patronage. 

This  may  seem  to  be  professional  vanity;  and,  on 
this  account,  if  on  no  other,  the  plan  may  be  dis- 
countenanced.  However  this  may  be,  its  author 
has  too  long  cherished  a confidence  in  its  superiori- 
ty of  general  usefulness,  and  is  loo  thoroughly  con- 
vinced of  its  probable  advantages,  for  the  diffusion 
,and  promotion  of  national  literature,  to  be  discou- 
raged, by  any  considerations,  from  offering  it  to 
public  acceptance. 

It  is  not  contemplated  to  submit  a complete  de- 
velopement  of  the  system:  the  principal  improve- 
ment, however,  is  to  depend  on  the  proper  use  of 
the  printing  press,-  and,  by  a suitable  apparatus, 
enabling  the  instructors  to  extend  to  many  their 
unremitted  labors,  with  the  same  facility  as  to  a few,- 
and,  at  the  same  time,  without  resorting  to  the 
mode  adopted  by  some  other  s}  stems,  of  emfiloy 
. ing  a portion  of  those  to  be  instructed  to  teach 
their  fellows — a practice  suited  to  those  only  who 
have  the  misfortune  to  be  in  a state  of  dependence 
and  pauperism. 

With  any  state  legislature,  district,  or  city,  or 
county,  disposed  to  patronise  and  introduce  such  a 
plan  of  public  education,  its  author  would  be  happy 
in  opening  a correspondence;  and  flatters  himself 
with  being  able  to  afford  such  a view  of  its  advan- 
tages,  as  could  not  fail  to  receive  adequate  encou- 
ragement. 

Any  communication,  post  paid,  on  this  subject, 
shall  receive  immediate  attention, by  the  subscriber. 

SAMUEL  KNOX. 

Baltimore,  JYo.  31  East  street,  Sept.  20,  1822. 

P.  S,  From  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  probable 


expense  of  such  an  institution  .as  the  above  contem- 
plates, it  might  be  supported  by  a reduction  of  at 
least  one  half  of  tlie  terms  of  tuition,  as  tliey  are 
at  present,  at  least  in  Raltimore. 

The  Fi:a  tradf.  A St.  I.nuis  paper  says  — Since 
the  abolition  of  the  United  States’  factories,  a great 
activity  has  prevailed  in  the  operation  of  this  trade. 
Those  formerly  engnge.i  in  it  have  increased  their 
capital  and  estendeil  their  enterprize;  many  new 
firms  have  engaged  in  it,  and  other.?  are  preparing 
to  do  so.  It  is  computed  tliat  a thousand  men, 
chiefly  from  fiiis  place,  are  now  employed  in  this 
trade  on  the  waters  of  the  Missouri,  and  half  that 
numlier  on  the  Upper  Mississippi.  The  Missouri 
fur  compan}’’,  which  alone  cnqiloys  upwards  of  300 
men,  have  readied  tlie  mountains,  aiul  will  soon  be 
on  the  ('olumbia  river. — Others  have  the  same  des- 
tination, so  that  the  rich  furs  of  that  region  will 
soon  cease  to  be  tire  exclusive  property  of  tile  Ilud- 
fion  Ray  company. 

The  slave  trade,  &c.  In  a debate  in  the  house 
of  commons,  on  the  25th  of  .hdy,  on  the  subject  of 
the  slave  trade  at  liie  cape  of  (iood  Hope,  Mr. 
Wilberforce  begged  the  attention  of  tlie  bouse  to 
an  extraordinary  circumstance.  Would  it  be  be- 
lieved, (said  the  hon,  gentleman),  that  while  this 
country  labored  so  mucli  to  propogate  the  doctrine 
of  Christianity,  tiiere  were  men  who  had  been  born 
Britons,  and  who  boasted  of  tiioir  birth,  who  took 
pains  to  educate  their  slaves  in  the  principles  of 
Mahometanism.^’  Yet  there  were  colonists  wliu 
did  so,  and  tliey  assigned  in  their  fustilication  the 
most  extraordinary  reasons,  that  the  slaves,  being 
by  the  principles  of  Moslemism  ])revented  from 
drinking  wine,  would  become  throughly  sober  in 
tlicir  habits;  and  also  that  the  -want  of  Christian  mar- 
riages ivotild  enable  them  to  separate  the  father  from 
the  mother  of  his  children  luithoul  any  injury  to  their 
religious  principles.  He  assured  the  house  that  the 
most  odious  practice  was  carried  on  in  some  of  the 
colonies.  He  hoped  that  means  would  be  taken  to 
prevent  it  in  future.  It  had  been  said  that  the  Hot- 
tentots had  always  been  incapable  of  civilization; 
but  the  house  could  not  but  be  aware  that  man, 
once  stamped  with  the  signet  of  a beneficent  Crea- 
tor, was  always  capable  of  feeling.  Mean  as  the 
Hottentots  had  been  accounted,  even  as  the  mean- 
est of  the  human  race,  Mr.  Barrow,  in  his  intelli- 
gent work  on  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  given 
proofs  of  their  capability  of  feeling  as  men.  Sir 
J.  Craig  too  had,  in  defiance  of  prejudices  and  sar- 
casm, proved  that  they  could  be  rendered  good 
members  of  society,  and  liad  formed  some  of  them 
into  a regiment. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  also,  regretted  that  the  Hotten- 
tots had  been  in  effect  reduced  to  tlie  condition  of 
slaves  by  the  artifice  of  those  who  employed  them; 
these  farmers  supplied  them  with  necessaries  and 
other  articles  until  tliey  got  them  into  their  debt, 
and  then  brought  them  before  a magistrate,  when 
having  sworn  to  the  debt  (no  doubt  exorbitant)  tlie 
unhappy  Hottentot,  being  in  most  cases  unable  to 
pay,  ivas  handed  over  to  this  master,  to  ivork  himsef 
out  of  debt,  which  in  effect  condemned  him  to  slave- 
r}',  although  no  more  a slave  tiian  any  member  of 
that  house,  and  placed  his  liberty  in  the  hamls  of 
an  arbitrary  and  rapacious  master.  He  ( Mr.  S).  had 
the  highest  respect  for  the  right  of  property  in  all 
cases,  except  one,  namely— an  unqualifled  proper- 
ty existing  in  one  privileged  imli vidual,  to  the  It,- 
bor  and  person  of  hi.s  fello'.v  ej-f-ature. 
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tins  is  as  nothing.  'I'he  Priiish  have  120 
millions  of  slaves  mi  Asia  alone.  White,  brown,  or 
black — all  is  the  same  to  them,  if  profit  i.s  made  by 
the  proceeding  Some  in  parliament,  no  doubt, 
baled  slavery  because  it  was  slavery-,  but  1 believe 
that  the  whole  secret  of  the  British  iulerferrence 
to  preventvthe  African  slave  trade,  was  a regard  for 
the  price  of  sugar  and  the  support  of  the  West 
India  colonies,  we//  stocked  \v\Vr\  this  miserable  class. 
'I'o  preserve  such  a wretched  being  as  Ferdinand 
of  Spain,  the  British  appeared  willing  to  spend  mil 
lions  of  money  and  waste  tens  of  thousands  of  lives; 
but  they  will  not  move  a peg  to  save  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Greeks  from  butchery. 

Hot, -on  to  thk  btiave.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
the  Icgi.siature  of  Tennes.see  voted  a sword  to  gen. 
Giunes,  as  well  as  to  gen.  .Tackson,  An  account  of 
tue  presentation  of  the  latter  has  been  inserted — 
the  follo  wing  is  an  account  of  what  took  place  when 
governor  Carroll  tendered  the  compliment  to  the 
former. 

The  JsrasJnyille  Guards,  under  the  command  of 
capt.  Armstrong,  paraded  and  escorted  the  general 
from  his  lodgings  to  the  Presbyterian  church,  ac 
corr.panied  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  town, 
and  a large  concourse  of  citizens.  After  an  elo- 
quent and  appropriate  prayer  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Camp 
bell,  the  governor  rose  and  addressed  gen.  Gaines 
as  follows: 

*^J\Iajor  general  Gaines — By  a resolution  of  tlie 
legislature  of  this  state,  in  1819,  a sword,  with  suita- 
ble  engravings  thereon,  was  directed  to  be  procur- 
ed by  the  executive  and  delivered  to  you,  as  a tes- 
tiTrionial  of  the  high  respect  entertained  by  the 
state  of  Tennessee  for  your  public  services. 

should  do  injustice  to  my  own  feelings,  were 
I not  to  acknowledge  the  satisfaction  I feel  in  car- 
rying into  effect  that  resolution.  The  devotion  of 
the  best  years  of  your  life  to  military  pursuits,  for 
the  honor  and  interests  of  your  country,  entitle  you 
to  the  gratitude  of  the  nation.  The  distinguislied 
services  which  you  rendered  during  the  late  war, 
particularly  in  the  gallant  defence  of  Fort  Erie, 
give  you  additional  claims  to  the  respect  and  admi- 
ration of  your  fellow  citizens  of  this  state.  National 
gratitude,  in  a government  like  ours,  is  calculated 
to  excite  emulation,  as  well  as  to  perpetuate  the 
meriis  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  it. 

“On  the  part  of  the  people  of  Tennessee,  1 ten- 
der you  this  testimonial  of  their  high  consideration; 
with  a sincere  wish  that  your  future  days  may  be 
as  happy  as  your  past  have  been  useful.” 

'fo  which  he  replied  as  follows; — 

*'Goy)0rnor  Carroll — I feel  grateful  to  the  legisla- 
ture of  Tennessee  for  this  elegant  and  acceptable 
testimonial  of  their  respect. 

“flaily  residence  in  this  land  of  promise  and  of 
freedom;  youtliful  associations  from  childhood  to 
manhood;  the  commencement  of  my  military  ser- 
vice in  the  state,  after  witnessing  her  rise  from  ter- 
ritorial minority  to  state  sovereignty,  from  adversity 
to  prosperity;  these  recollections  ail  unite  to  render 
her  dear  to  me.  Could  any  other  tie  have  been 
wanting  to  complete  the  bond  of  union  between  us, 
to  arm  me  with  additional  fortitude,  and  to  nerve 
my  arm  in  her  defence,  her  resolution,  announced 
bj^  your  excellency,  with  the  interesting  token  of 
her  approbation,  which  y'ou  have  just  now  present- 
ed, could  not  fail  to  form  that  tie, 

“Although  the  theatre  of  the  principal  military 
service  confided  to  the  gallant  forces  under  my 
command  in  the  late  war,  lay  in  a quarter  far  dis- 
tant from  this  state,  I am  imicb  gratified  to  know 


that  it  was  not  too  far  distant  to  be  seen  by  her 
statesmen  and  warriors — the  faithful  guardians  of 
her  fame.  That  those  more  immediately  within 
her  limits  and  vicinitv,  and  those  employed  on  the 
southern  border,  a part  of  whose  achievments  was 
no  where  surpassed,  and  the  chief  of  which  no 
where  equalled — that  they  should  have  been  alive 
to  every  effort  made  in  defence  of  our  common 
country,  as  well  in  Canada  as  in  Alabama,  in  Florida 
as  in  Louisiana,  was  but  to  be  consistent. 

“I  have  witnessed,  with  unmixed  gratification  and 
pride,  Tennessee’s  efficient  patriotism  and  growing 
fame,  in  the  cabinet  and  in  the  field.  My  long  ac- 
quaintance with  the  chivalrous  virtue  of  the  chief 
of  her  defenders,  warrants  me  in  ascribing  to  him, 
as  a statesman  and  soldier,  the  first  merit  in  the 
achievement  of  that  fame.  His  immediate  colleagues 
and  associates  in  following  his  example,  have  at- 
tracted, and,  I trust,  will  long  continue  to  attract, 
the  applause  and  admiration  of  our  countrymen. 
'I'hey  will  thus  prove  to  an  admiring  world,  that 
liberty  has  found  an  asylum  in  our  union,  and  that 
her  reign  therein  shall  be  eternal. 

“1  cannot  permit  myself  to  conclude  without  ten- 
dering to  you,  individually,  my  respectful  acknow- 
ledgments, for  the  kind  and  complimentary  terms 
in  which  you  have  addressed  me;  and,  through  you, 
to  the  legislature  of  the  state,  my  heartfelt  thanks 
for  this  distinguished  expression  of  their  regard; 
with  my  earnest  prayer  for  a continuance  of  your 
and  their  happiness  and  prosperity,  with  that  of 
the  state  over  which  you  preside. 

rOKEIGN  NEWS, 

From  London  papers  of  the  6ih  Auq". 

Great  Britian  and  Ireland.  Splendid  prepara- 
tions are  making  to  receive  the  king  in  Scotland,  and 
there  will  be“6oon/:?-”  enough. 

It  is  reported  that  England  is  in  treaty  with  Den- 
mark to  obtain  the  Island  of  Zealand,  and  with  it  the 
command  of  the  Baltic,  for  which  the  kingdom  of 
Hanover  is  offered  in  exchange.  The  emperor  of 
Russia  will  have  something  to  say  about  this  matter, 
if  there  is  any  reality  in  the  report. 

Twenty  members  of  the  British  parliament  hold 
offices  during  the  king’s  pleasure,  whose  income  is 
11.36,000. 

.London  Aug.  6.  His  majesty  this  day  proceeded 
in  person  to  prorogue  parliament.  On  taking  his 
seat  upon  the  throne,  the  commons  were  forthwith 
summoned  to  the  bar,  and  on  their  arrival  his  ma- 
jisty  delivered  the  following  speech  in  a clear  and 
audible  voice: — 

Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

«‘I  cannot  release  you  from  your  attendance  in 
parliament,  without  assuring  you  how  sensible  I 
am  of  the  attention  you  have  paid  to  the  many  im- 
portant objects  which  have  been  brought  before 
you  in  the  course  of  this  long  and  laborious  session. 

“1  continue  to  receive  from  foreign  powers  the 
strongest  assurances  of  their  friendly  disposition 
towards  this  country;  and  ] have  the  satisfaction  of 
believing,  that,  the  differences  which  had  unfortu- 
nately arisen  between  the  court  of  St.  Petersburgh 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  are  in  such  a train  of  ad-, 
justment  as  to  afford  a fair  prospect  that  the  peace 
of  Europe  will  not  be  disturbed. 

Gentlemen  o f the  house  of  commons, 

“I  thank  you  for  the  supplies  which  -you  have 
granted  me  for  the  service  of  the  present  year  and 
for  the  wisdom  you  have  manifested, in  availing 
yourselves  of  the  first  opportunity  to  reduce  the 
interest  of  apart  of  the  national  debt,  without  the 
: least  infringement  of  parliamentai;)'  faith. 
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It  is  m 'S'.  to  me  that  you  should  have 

been  enab  . ’ in  consequence  of  this,  and  other 
measures,  to  i *ii  ‘ve  my  people  from  some  of  tlieir 
burdens 

<•  /.(jrdu  ar.  l Gcnllemcn, 

“ rhe  distress  which  has  for  some  months  past 
per’  adecl  a considerable  portion  of  Ireland,  arising* 
principally  from  the  failure  of  that  crop,  on  which 
tlie  great  body  of  the  population  depend  for  their 
subsistence,  has  deeply  allected  me. 

The  measures  whicli  you  have  arlopted  for  tlic 
relief  of  the  stiffcrers,  meet  with  my  warntest  appro- 
bation, and,  seconded  as  they  have  been  by  the 
s^KJotaneous  and  t^enernus  efforts  of  my  people, 
they  liave  most  materially  coritributed  to  alleviate 
the  pressure  of  tliis  severs  calamity. 

‘d  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  t!iat  these 
exertions  have  been  justly  appreciated  in  Ireland, 
and  [ entertain  a sincere  belief,  that  the  benevo- 
lence and  sympathy  so  conspicuously  manifested 
upon  tiie  present  occasion,  will  essentially  promote 
the  object  which  I have  ever  had  at  heart,  that  of 
cementing  the  connection  between  every  part  of 
the  empire,  and  uniting  in  brotherly  love  and  aiTec- 
tion  all  classes  and  descriptions  of  my  subjects.” 

France.  The  country  is  quiet,  but  the  debates 
m the  chamber  of  deputies  are  exceedingly  rude  and 
ardent. 

The  king  of  Prussia  is  expected  at  Paris — some- 
thing  of  an  important  character  seems  to  be  pro- 
jected. 

The  conduct  of  the  French  government  with 
respect  to  Spain,  has  been  frequently  alluded  to  in 
the  course  of  the  protracted  discussions  on  the 
budget.  In  the  sitting  of  the  30th  .Inly,  on  the  pro- 
position of  1,863,000  francs  for  the  service  ofmaivh- 
es  and  transports,  general  Semele  forcibly  expos- 
ed the  wickedness  and  the  folly  of  the  attempts 
against  the  liberties  of  their  sonthren  neighbor. 
Having  proposed  a reduction,  of  200,000  francs— 

Fearing  (he  said)  lest  the  expenses  of  the  Sani- 
tary Cordon  sliould  cover  more  extensive  projects, 
that  it  was  intended  to  crush  a people  who  have 
recovered  their  liberty  and  wdsh  to  live  under  a 
constitutional  government — he  added,  gentlemen, 
may  it  not  be  asked,  with  what  elements  w^e  should 
undertake  this  war? 

If  I except  the  Swiss,  the  army  is  national.  Is  it 
not  composed  of  the  children  of  France? — Does  it 
not  exist  under  constitutional  laws?  And  this  is 
the  army  wdiich  it  is  wished  to  employ  w-itliout  any 
legitimate  motive  against  a nation,  essentially  the 
friend  of  France  by  her  geographical  position,  by 
her  dynasty,  by  her  institutions,  and,  finally,  by  the 
actual  state  of  politics  in  Europe — (agitation  on  the 
right). 

It  is  this  army  which  they  should  order  to  gt)  and 
kill  the  Spaniards,  and  be  killed  by  them — [renew- 
ed murmurs  on  the  right]. 

Many  voices  exclaim — It  is  the  duty  of  soldiers 
to  march  wherever  they  are  ordered. 

M.  Semele — And  all  this,  because  the  Spaniards 
wish  to  enjoy  the  same  advantages  as  ourselves, 
ft  is  this  national  army  which  they  wish  to  employ 
in  the  service  of  an  ambitious  oligarchy,  which  is 
as  much  the  enemy  of  kings  as  of  the  people.  No, 
gentlemen,  such  an  enterprise  is  impossible — [vio- 
lent murmurs  and  increasing  agitation]. 

The  project  of  establishing  an  English  theatre 
at  Paris,  will  probably  be  abandoned.  Two  or 
three  plays  had  been  offered,  but  the  actors  were 
greeted  with  showers  of  egg.^,  apples,  &c.  and  many 
were  thrown  at  the  English  part  of  the  audience: 


I'his  seems  to  be  retaliatory  on  the  courtesies  of 
London  to  l*arisian  afctors. 

1'he  alfair  of  gen.  lierton  occupies  much  public 
attention — it  is  given  out  as  though  his  plot  was  ex- 
tensive. Some  of  the  deputies  are  i.mplicated. — 
Several  arrests  had  taken  place.  Darkness  and 
despotism  prevails. 

The  present  army  of  France  amounts  to  about 
200,000  men. 

It  is  staled  that  on  the  1st  of  .lanuary,  1821,  there 
were  1,070,500  boys  from  5 to  15  years  of  age 
that  attended  the  primary  schools  in  France;  there 
were  27,528  schools  under  the  care  of  28,945  mas- 
ters, situated  in  24,124  communes.  About  500,000 
girls  attended  the  public  schools.  From  the  old 
method  of  teaching  and  tlie  little  assiduity  of  the 
pupils,  two  thirds  of  the  people  of  France  could 
neither  read  nor  write. 

JK'eiherlnnds.  It  appears  that  the  ports  of  this 
kingdom  are  open  to  llie  Hags  of  the  South  Ame- 
rican goveimments. 

Spai7i,  The  accounts  from  Madrid  are  to  the 
22d  of  .lul}’.  The  capital  was  tranquil,  and  the 
parties  in  the  provinces  were  suHering  many  defe.'its 
and  discomfitures.  It  was  thought  that  the  extra- 
ordinary cortes  would  be  immediately  convened. 

The  constitutionalists  seem  to  be  perfectly  aware 
of  the  doings  of  France,  as  tin;  agent  o;  the  “holy 
alliance,”  and  speak  in  very  confident  terms  of  their 
ability  to  resist  them:  but  it  now  rather  appears  as 
if  those  designs  had  been  abandoned,  through  the 
defeat  of  the  factious.  The  national  militia  amounts 
to  al)out  500,000  men. 

It  was  strongly  reported  at  Paris  tli.at  an  army  of 
Austrians  and  Prussians  were  about  to  arrive  on 
the  frontiers  of  France  for  the  purpose  of  passing 
into  Spain,  with  the  consent  of  the  French  govern- 
ment. The  rumor  had  excited  some  strong  remarks 
in  the  chamber  of  deputies.  Gen.  Foy  said— “You 
} have  been  told  of  the  holy  alliance— the  holy  alli- 
ance! we  only  know  it  through  the  tributes  wliich 
it  has  imposed  upon  us,  through  the  injuries  which 
it  has  inflicted  upon  our  country!  Put  sliould  its 
soldiers  once  again  appear  on  the  national  territory; 
should  a third  military  occupation  threaten,  all 
Frenchmen,  soldiers  or  not  soldiers,  (the  -whole  of 
j the  left  side  rising  at  once;  “Fes,  all/  all!'’)  ail  France 
would  rise  and  march  to  exterminate  them!” — 

I (Loxid  andreiterated  applause  on  the  left.) 
j “VVe  have  seen  (says  the  National  Gazette)  a 
I letter  of  a recent  date,  from  a gentlemen  resident 
at  Madrid,  in  whose  intelligence  and  opportunies 
of  knowledge  we  have  entire  confidence,  which 
represents  that  the  revolt  of  the  guards  at  Madrid 
was  the  work  of  a conspiracy  against  the  constitu- 
tional government  of  Spain,  formed  by  the  royal 
families  of  Spain  and  France,-  that  six  battalions, 
composing  the  royal  guard,  were  corrupted;  that,  in 
their  attempt  on  the  7th  .July  to  make  themselves 
masters  of  the  capital,  they  were  beaten  at  all  points 
by  the  militia  and  constitutional  regulars — that  all 
was  tranquil  on  tlie  18ih  July,  and  the  coxistitution 
stronger  than  ever.  ‘Two  battalions/  says  the  writer, 
attempted  to  escape,  and  a running  fight  com- 
menced just  out  of  the  city.  We  heard  the  firing 
distinctly.  Tlie  poor  devils  were  killed,  wounded 
and  taken  prisoners  by  hundreds.  The  officers  and 
soldiers  are  in  confinement,  and  some  more  of  them 
will  be  the  victims  of  a crime  in  the  perp  'tration 
of  wbicli  they  were  the  blind  instruments  of  worse 
men  than  themselves.” 

Portugal.  The  Heroine,  patriot  privateer,  ivas 
lately  taken  by  a Portuguese  frigate,  and  her  crew 
consisted  of  the  following  nations,  viz:  1 African, 
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1 Austrian,  1 Greek,  10  French,  6 Spaniards,  26 
South  Americans,  2 Dutchmen,  42  Englishmen,  19 
Americans,  4 East  Indians,  7 Italians,  1 Portuguese, 

2 Prussians,  1 Russian,  and  3 Swedes — in  all  126 
men. 

Russia.  Though  the  accounts  are  not  of  a posi- 
tive character,  it  seems  admitted  that  Russia  has 
abandoned  all  present  designs  upon,  or  interference 
with  the  affairs  of  Turkey — it  is  even  stated  that 
Moldavia  and  VVallachia  will  be  given  up  wholly  to 
the  legitimacy  of  the  Turks. 

A congress  is  to  be  held— the  emperors  of  Rus- 
sia and  Austria  wiil  attend  in  person:  England, 
France  and  Prussia  v/iil  be  represented  by  minis- 
ters. The  sultan  has  been  invited  also  to  send  one, 
which  he  declined,  on  the  ground  that  he  had  no 
particular  relaiions  with  the  Christian  powers.  It 
is  speculated,  that  the  affaii's  of  Spain,  Italy  and 
Turkey,  will  occupy  the  attention  of  this  assembly 
— whose  manirest  design  is  to  “consolidate  the  con- 
dition of  Europe;”  that  is,  to  support  kings  and 
keep  the  people  in  chains.  But  a day  of  retribu- 
tion  will  come,  and  justice  overtake  the  oppressor. 

Turkey.  The  governor  of  Scio  has  been  be- 
headed at  the  instance  of  the  sultan’s  sister,  for 
tlie  part  ihai  he  took  in  the  massacre  in  this  island; 

Most  ol'the  wivf;s  of  the  late  All  Pacha  of  .Janina 
have  beem  drowned,  by  order  of  the  sultan.  His 
lawful  wife  Waselekia  will  probably  share  the  same 
fate,  as  soon  as  all  the  information  she  can  give  is 
obtained  of  ber. 

It  appear  that  the  Egyptian  troops  were  sufiered 
to  land  on  Candia — they  were  then  attacked  with 
great  fury  and  a multitude  of  them  were  destroyed 
— many  being  drowned  in  attempting  to  swim  to 
their  siiips.  These  Egyptians  had  arrived  at  Candia 
for  the  very  hu^nane  purpose  of  destroying  all  the 
Greeks  Some  Austrian  ships  served  as  transports 
on  this  occasion.  The  Souliots  have  gained  a splen- 
did victory  over  Churchist  Pacha,  killing  200Q  of 
his  men. 

A letter  received  in  England  from  Constantinople 
says-“Since  I have  been  here,  14  days,  a great  num- 
ber of  Greeks  have  lost  their  heads;  they  are  taken' 
from  their  houses,  and  their  heads  cut  off  before 
their  own  doors;  they  ai’e  then  stripped,  and  laid 
’with  their  heads  tipon  their  bodies  for  three  days;  af- 
ter which  they  are  thrown  into  the  harbor.  The 
sstaeets  being  very  narrow,  1 have  been  obliged  to 
step  over  many,  lying  in  them  daily.” 

We  haye  accounts  from  Vienna  confirming  the  in- 
telligence already  received  of  the  destruction  of 
the  Turkish  fleet,  and  the  death  of  the  captain 
Pacha.  They  give  the  following  details. 

“The  chiefs  of  the  Greek  navy  held  a council  at 
Ipsara,  and  decided  on  the  plan  which  was  after- 
wards adopted.  They  called  upon  all  those  who 
were  willing  to  devote  their  lives  for  the  public 
good;  more  thon  200  immediately  presented  them 
selves,  and  swore  on  the  cross  to*^execute  the  pre- 
concerted enterprise,  or  to  die  gloriously.  Out  of 
these,  48  were  chosen  by  casting  lots,  and  received 
the  benediction  of  their  priests  before  engaging 
in  their  magnaniiTious  design.  All  arrangemenis 
having  been  made,  on  the  first  day  of  the  festival 
of  Bairam,  a Greek  frigate  and  five  vessels  appear- 
ed, under  a foreign  flag,  before  the  Turkish  line, 
as  though  to  take  a part  in  the  rejoicings.  The 
200  heroes,  who  passed  for  Englishmen  and  French- 
men,  were  well  received  by  the  enemy,  who  allow- 
ed them  to  enter  the  port  of  Tsenesne,  in  order  to 
anchor  in  ilie  centre  of  the  Turkish  fleet.  But 
scarcely  had  they  readied  that  position  when  they 
earned  their  plan  into  effect.  In  a short  time 


five  ships  of  the  line  were  on  fire.  The  Admiral’^ 
ship  ran  out  of  the  harbor  all  in  a blaze,  in  the  hope 
of  escaping  total  destruction,  and  run  aground  on 
the  neighboring  coast  of  Scio,  where  the  captain 
Pacha  was  landed,  expiring.  After  this  signal  suc- 
cess, the  two  hundred  self devoted  patriots  retired, 
without  having  experienced  any  loss.”  'The  en- 
terprize  appears  to  have  been  conceived  and  exe- 
cuted in  a spirit  of  self-devotion  worthy  of  the  best 
times  of  ancient  Greece. 

Ypsilanti,  tfie  celebrated  Greek  chief,  and  a vic- 
tim of  Russian  cupidity,  is  said  to  be  a prisoner  at 
this  time,  in  the  fortress  of  Montgatz. 

We  have  many  particulars  of  the  late  blowing  up 
of  the  captain  Pacha’s  ship.  It  was  a deed  of  des- 
perate bravery.  The  ship  was  of  84  guns,  and  had 
2264  persons  on  board,  including  soldiers  and  Greek 
slaves — all  these  perished  except  about  180f  A se- 
cond fire  vessel  struck  the  vice  admiral’s  ship  and 
set  her  in  a blaze,  but  not  being  grappled,  they  se- 
parated and  the  flames  were  extinguished.  When 
the  fire  reached  the  magazine  the  explosion  shook 
Scio  like  an  earthquake. 

'The  Greek  accounts  state  the  loss  of  the  Turks 
at  Scio  to  be,  the  admiral’s  ship  of  130  guns,  three 
others  of  the  line  and  seven  frigates  wrecked — the 
greater  part  of  their  crews  being  drowned  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fright;  that  they  had  also  captured  16 
Turkish  vessels,  belonging  to  another  expedition. 

M.  Bourville,  the  brave  and  humane  French  vice 
consul  at  Smyrna,  died  on  the  23rd  of  June. 

Chinese  army.  The  emperor  has  expressed  a de- 
sire to  diminish  the  army,  on  account  of  the  great 
expense  of  supporting  it.  The  limited  number  of 
the  standing  army  for  China  proper,  is  stated  to  be 
600,000  men,  of  which  the  province  of  Sze  chuen 
has  allotted  to  it  33,973  men.  The  governor  of  that 
province,  (late  of  Canton),  has  remonstrated  against 
diminishing  his  military  establishment. 

Colombia,  In  the  British  house  of  commons, 
Aug  5.  general  Gascoyne  said  he  had  a petition  to 
present  from  the  most  respectable  and  numerous- 
body  of  the  merchants  of  Liverpool  that  had  ever 
petitioned  that  house,  complaining  of  the  non-ac- 
knowledgment by  our  government  of  tlie  indepen- 
dence of  Colombia,  from  which  conduct  they  an- 
ticipated great  detriment  to  the  trade  of  this  coun- 
try. All  hopes  on  the  part  of  Spain,  of  recovering 
ber  Colonies  had  ceased,  and  the  Colombian,  like  all 
new  governments,  was  very  anxious  to  obtain  the 
acknowledgement  of  her  independence.  A very  lu- 
crative trade  has  been  established  with  Colombia, 
but  an  interruption  to  it  was  appreliended,  as  an  ac- 
credited agent  had  notified,  on  the  8th  April,  to  the 
several  governments  of  Europe,  that  the  Colombian 
government  would  only  admit  the  ships  and  sub- 
jects of  those  states  which  would  acknowledge 
their  independence.  This  notification,  they  feared, 
would  be  followed  up;  and  it  was  an  immediate 
detriment  to  the  trade,  as  all  merchants  felt  extre- 
mely distressed  in  getting  up  shipments,  which 
might,  before  they  could  enter  Colombia,  be  met 
by  the  decree  of  exclusion.  The  policy  pursued 
by  our  government  appeared  to  him  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  true  interests  of  the  country,  and 
he  saw  nothing  in  the  past  conduct  of  the  Spanish 
government,  (who  had  furnished  arms,  me.n,  and 
money,  to  our  own  colonies,  when  they  were  in 
arms  against  us,)  that  could  call  for  the  political  eti- 
quette which  we  observed  towards  Spain.  Other  na- 
tions of  Europe  had  nothing  to  gain  and  nothing  to 
lose,  by  the  acknowledgment,  as  they  had  no  trade: 
but  it  was  a matter  which  essentially  concerned  the 
interests  of  England,  as  in  the  preseat  state. of  agrl 
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cultural  distress,  the  loss  of  a large  and  prosperous 
branch  of  our  commerce  would  be  severely  felt. — 
On  this  question,  and  in  their  conduct  towards  the 
pirates  who  had  grown  by  encouragement,  he 
thouglit  the  ministers  had  neglected  their  duty, 
and  he  should  on  the  very  first  opportunity  next 
session  bring  the  matter  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Lushington  said,  when  the  time  came  for  dis- 
cussing the  question,  it  would  appear  that  the  gov- 
ernment had  acted  with  every  regard  to  the  dig- 
nity and  interests  of  the  nation. 

Latest — London  papers  of  the  14/^  Au trust. 

Great  Britain.  The  marquis  of  Londonderry, 
alias  lord  Castlereagh,  fully  took  his  own  life,  on 
the  morning  of  the  l2tli  of  \ugust,  “by  opening  an 
artery”  in  his  neck  with  a penknife.  He  was  just 
about  to  proceed  to  the  continent  to  be  present  at 
Uie  approaching  congress.  Great  efl'orts  are  made 
to  prove  that  he  had  been  in  a state  of  insanity 
sometime  previous,  and  he  appears  to  have  been 
indisposed.  Dr.  Bankhead,  his  physician,  was  the 
first  person  who  saw  him  after  the  act — ^iie  thinks 
it  was  committed  at  the  moment  when  he,  (the  doc- 
tor), entered  the  room,  and  the  marquis,  on  seeing 
him,  said,  “Bankhead  let  me  fall  on  your  arm-~’tis 
all  over.”  The  doctor  thought  he  was  fainting — 
but,  on  the  instant,  the  blood  began  to  flow  “like  a 
torrent  from  a watering  pot,”  and  in  about  one 
minute  he  was  dead,  during  which  time  about  two 
quarts  of  blood  flowed  from  him.  Even  yet  he 
held  the  knife  fast  in  his  hand  with  which  he  had 
cut  his  throat.  Cruel  man  that  he  was,  may  his  sins 
be  forgiven!  Furtiier  notice  of  the  case  is  not  ne- 
cessary. Mr.  Canning  is  chiefly  spoken  of  as  his 
successor. 

The  king  had  started  on  his  visit  to  Scotland — 
and  all  was  bustle  and  confusion,  pomp  and  shew, 
to  receive  him. 

Spain.  These  later  accounts  do  not  make  any 
material  alteration  in  the  appetrance  of  things, 
which  were  in  great  confusion.  The  military  seems 
to  govern  at  Madrid — several  of  the  provinces  are 
in  open  insurrection — and,  if  the  intelligence  was 
not  chiefly  received  through  French  vehicles,  we 
should  apprehend  tliat  a most  drearlful  civil  war 
was  on  the  point  of  breaking  out.  It  seems  ag'eed 
that  either  the  king  or  the  cortes  must  be  annihilated 

Turkey.  Twenty  Tuikish  vessels  were  missing 
after  the  late  attack  of  the  Greeks,  by  fire  ships — 
this  is  the  Turkish  account;  and  the  consternation 
by  reason  of  this  great  misfortune  had  not  subsid- 
ed. When  the  news  reached  Constantinople,  the 
Sultan  ordered  some  hundreds  of  Greeks  to  be  pub- 
licly put  to  death,  to  calm  the  feelings  of  the  peo- 
pie  and  prevent  them  from  committing  murder! 
The  English  minister  is  stated  to  have  profited  by  the 
alarm,  and  to  have  obtained  some  concessions.  Tiie 
very  important  fortress  of  Napoli  de  Ilomania  has 
surrendered  to  the  Greeks,  who  have  also  possessed 
themselves  of  the  citadel  of  .\thens.  We  begin 
to  entertain  a hope  that  they  will,  of  themselves, 
work  out  their  own  emancipation. 


Sickness  of  the  Hornet^s  Crew. 

EROM  THK  AMERICAN  BEACON. 

Jifessrs.  Shields  Ashbvrn,  & Co. 

Gevtlemeit,  I send  you  for  publication  in  the 
**Beacon”  an  interesting  communication  from  Dr. 
Cooke,  surgeon  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Hornet,  on  the 
subject  of  the  afflicting  malady  which  recently  visi- 
ted tlie  crew  of  that  vessel. 

I am  very  respectfully,  8cc.  U.  HENLEY. 
Jy'arfolk  Sept,  21«f,  1822. 


U.  S.  riiiGATE  Gnr.nnjtiiR, 
Gosport,  Sept.  I6th,  1822. 

Sir.  In  conformity  with  your  request,  1 lay  be- 
fore you  a statement  relative  to  the  disease  which 
occurred  to  the  crew  of  the  Hornet,  while  laying 
at  Gosport  navy  yard.  The  duties  incidental  to 
the  occasion  have  prevented  an  earlier  compliance; 
in  the  mean  time  the  event  has  given  rise  to  state- 
ments in  every  respect  erroneous,  founded  on  mere 
rumor,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  facts  relat- 
ing to  the  subject.  I consider  a correct  opinion  of 
such  events  to  be,  not  only  of  high  importance  to 
society  generally,  hut  also  to  the  officers  and  crew’s 
ot  vessels  whicli  may  hereafter  labor  under  similar 
calamities,  I thererore  deem  it  necessary,  not  only 
to  relate  the  causes  which  gave  origin  to  tiie  di- 
sease ot  the  Hornet’s  crew,  but  to  show  the  errors 
of  the  reports  and  fallacy  of  the  alarms  occasioned 
by  it. 

The  first  case  of  our  sickness  occurred  on  tiie 
23(1  August,  and  the  hist  case  on  the  1st  September; 
during  w hich  period  thirty-eight  of  our  crew  were 
attacked  with  a most  strange  and  peculiar  form  of 
disease,  the  w'hole  force  of  which,  particul  mly  in 
the  more  violent  cases,  was  exerted  almost  exclu- 
sively on  the  stomach:  Of  this  number  eight  died 

—the  others  recovered.  The  healthy  stale  of  the 
Hornet’s  crew,  on  lier  arrival  in  this  port  on  the 
lllh  of  August — the  continuance  of  this  healthy 
state  up  to  the  ,23d  August — the  rapidity  with 
which  her  crew'  sickened  after  that  period — the 
peculiar  character  of  the  disease-^-the  measures 
adopted  for  its  extinction,  and  the  short  interval 
between  the  first  and  last  case  of  the  disease,  arc 
such  strong  circumstances  attending  this  event, 
that  the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  an  observer 
of  the  calamity  through  its  progress  and  termina- 
tion, requires  not  the  gift  of  divination  to  detect 
the  causes  by  which  it  was  produced,  especially 
when  he  views  them  in  connection  with  the  tnea. 
sures  which  proved  entirely  eft’ectual  in  its  sup- 
pression. 

The  great  cause  of  our  sickness  T attribute  to  the 
season  and  climate,  which  evidently  produced  a 
predisposition  to  t'lis  peculiar  form  of  disease.  I'he 
secondary  or  exciting  causes  were  fatiguing  duty- 
in  the  sun— exposure  by  night,  and,  in  the  majori- 
ty of  the  violent  cases,  excessive  intemperance. 
When  these  causes  were  removed,  the  disease 
ceased.  To  produce  conviction  us  to  the  validity 
of  the  causes  assigned,  and  to  remove  the  impres- 
sions made  by  incorrect  statements,  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  enter  into  a more  detailed  view  of  the 
subject. 

The  first  or  predisposing  cause  of  our  sickness, 
viz.  season  or  climate,  requires  consideration.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  examine  in  the  present  instance 
how  this  peculiarity  of  season  or  climate  produces 
its  effects,  or  in  what  it  consists,  whether  in  tlie 
atmosphere — from  miasmata  or  exhalations— from 
vicissitude  of  temperature  -from  alternations  of 
sun  and  rain — calms  and  winds — dryness  and  rnois- 
ture,  &.C.  &.C.  These  at  best  are  mere  speculations 
which  the  investigations  of  science  have  as  yet  not 
been  able  to  unfold:  it  is  on!}'  necessary  to  shew 
that  a peculiarity,  predisposing  to  the  particular 
form  of  disease  which  afflnded  our  crew  did  exist. 
The  following  facts  will  satisfactorily  prove  the 
existence  of  this  peculiarity.  1st.  On  the  day  the 
Hornet  arrived  at  the  navy  yard,  a death  occurred 
at  the  navy  hospital,  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Ken- 
non,  of  a similar  form  of  disease  to  that  which  sub- 
sequent!)' appeared  among  our  crew;  also,  some 
days  after,  another  death  oociirred  there,  under 
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the  same  form;  no  communication  whatever  occur- ' 
red  between  these  two  men  and  onr  ship;  the  one 
sickened  before  the  Hornet  went  up  to  the  navy 
yard,  the  other  sickened  in  the  same  place,  and 
died  dnrin,^  the  period  of  our  calamity.  2illy.  A 
similar  form  of  disease  made  its  appearance  among 
the  prisoners  at  the  marine  barracks  who  had  been 
in  confinement  long  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the 
Hornet  from  sea,  consequently  could  have  no  com- 
munication wiih  our  ship.  Sdly.  A disease  of  a 
similar  form  has  made  its  appearance  at  Portsmouth 
— and  4thly.  diseases,  evidently  of  a different  na- 
ture, and  well  kno’.vn  character,  such  as  the  com- 
mon intermittent  and  bilious  fevers  of  this  cotintry, 
have  in  their  progress,  assumed  in  a number  of 
cases,  some  of  the  peculiar  symtoms  of  the  dis 
ease  of  our  crew,  and  evidently  approximated  to 
its  form.  These  facts,  more  especially  the  latter, 
prove,  that  some  peculiarity  of  the  season  has  oc- 
casioned a predisposition  to  a particular  form  of  dis- 
ease, and  the  circumstances  conn  cted  with  the  dis- 
ease of  the  Hornet,  will  shew  that  it  only  requires 
some  powerful  exciting  cause  to  produce  this  spe- 
cific form  of  disease.  These  exciting  causes  were 
as  follows,  and  succeeded  each  other  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  enumerated.  1st.  On  our  arrival 
in  this  port,  we  found  the  Macedonian  at  Craney 
Island,  under  a prolnbition  from  all  intercouise 
with  Norfolk  and  the  navy  yard,  by  ?ier  own  boats 
and  crew;  she  therefore  required  the  aid  of  others, 
to  carry  communications — to  market  for  her — 
to  take  supplies  on  requisition,  &c.  &c.  This 
aid  was  granted  by  the  Hornet,  and  necessarily 
exposed  our  men  to  much  boat  duty  in  the  sun. 
2ndly.  It  was  also  assigned  to  the  crew  of  our 
ship  to  tow  up  the  guns,  rigging,  stores,  &,c.  of  the 
Macedonian  to  the  navy  yard,  a very  laborious  duty, 
which  several  times  exposed  them  to  become  wet, 
and  to  the  night  air.  These  duties,  in  addition  to 
the  proper  duties  of  the  Hornet,  operated  power- 
fully to  give  efiect  to  the  peculiarity  of  the  season, 
by  occasioning  among  our  crew  a more  rapid  pre- 
disposition to  the  peculiar  form  of  disease  with 
which  they  were  subsequently  attacked.  Sdly. 
After  our  ship  went  up  to  the  na\’y  yard  on  the  21st 
Aug.  she  was  immediately  dismantled — her  hold 
broken  out— her  guns,  stores,  rigging,  spars  &c, 
taken  on  shore  and  stored  in  the  yard;  this  service 
v.'as  performed  by  the  Hornet’s  crew  in  three  days 
— the  heavy  labor  attending  which  is  too  well 
known.  4thly.  Gangs  of  our  crew  were  employ- 
ed in  the  duties  of  the  navy  yard,  particularly  in 
bringing  the  spars  of  the  Congress  from  the  deposi- 
tory of  timber  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  to 
the  yard.  . 5thly.  For  the  better  accommodation 
of  our  crew,  after  the  dismantling  of  the  Hornet, 
the  frigate  Congress  was  assigned  to  them  as  quar- 
ters; immediately  after  they  occupied  this  vessel, 
the  order  for  her  being  fitted  out  to  sea  arrived, 
and  the  roof  was  taken  of  preparatory  to  her  re- 
pairs, On  the  night  of  the  24th  August,  a heavy 
fall  of  rain  occurred — the  spar  deck  of  the  Con- 
gress leaked  in  every  direction,  and  the  greater 
propor.'ion  of  our  crew  became  wet  in  their  beds: 
a disposition  to  sleep,  in  consequence  of  the  fatigues 
of  the  preceding  day,  predominated  over  every 
other  influence,  and  no  effort  was  made  to  remove 
themselves  to  dry  places;  they  consequently  re- 
mained wet  during  the  whole  night.  The  morn- 
ing of  the  25th,  I was  called  to  visit  the  second  case 
of  our  sickness,  which  was  the  case  of  the  amiable 
and  much  lamented  midshipman  Newton;  on  this 
occasion  I found  him  entirely  wet  in  his  bed;  this 
occurred  after  he  had  been  exposed  the  two  pre- 


ceding days  to  constant  duty  in  the  hot  sun.  Gthly. 

A very  great  proportion  of  our  crew  were  indulg- 
ed witii  liberty  on  shore  on  the  25ih  Aug.  being 
Sunday;  an  indulgence,  not  only  e\pected  by  t’lrm, 
bnt  commonly  granted,  more  especially  after  hav- 
ing performed  laborious  duties.  On  this  occasion, 
as  is  also  common  among  sailor.s,  they  indulged  in 
intemperance,  and  few  or  none  returned  sober; 
many  remained  on  shore  all  night,  and  of  these, 
some  slept  all  night  on  the  ground;  to  add  to  ihcir 
miserable  situation  a shower  of  rain  fell.  Under 
the  existence  of  the  causes  I have  enumerated, 
our  crew  sickened  so  rapidly,  that  on  the  29th  Aug. 

I b.ad  nine  of  the  more  violent  cases  of  the  disease, 
removed  to  the  navy  hospital,  and  seventeen  more 
remaining  on  board  the  Hornet.  I then  foiind  it  my 
duty  to  make  a representation  to  captain  Warring- 
ton of  tl»e  state  of  our  crew,  and  the  probable  causes 
which  produced  this  state,  and  to  sngge.tit  to  him 
the  necessity  of  excusing  them  from  further  duty 
until  the  sickness  was  suppressed;  also  to  reque.st 
their  removal  to  a more  commodious  vessel.  'I'he 
following  reasons  dictated  this  request.  1st.  That 
the  sick  might  be  separated  from  the  well,  wliich 
it  was  impossible  to  do  on  the  small  birth  deck  of 
the  Hornet,  at  this  time  ah*eady  crowded  with  sick, 
to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  well,  who  also  in 
turn,  necessarily  incommoded  the  sick.  2ndly. 
That  as  our  whole  crew  had  been  nearly  equally 
exposed  to  the  deleterious  causes,  and  as  it  conse- 
quently could  not  be  foreseen  how  long  the  calami- 
ty would  continue,  I wished  our  men  to  be  so  situat- 
ed that  as  soon  as  any  one  should  be  taken  ill,  he 
might  be  immediately  made  comfortable  without 
the  fatigue  and  exposure  of  a removal.  Sdly.  Be- 
cause the  navy  hospital  was  at  this  time  so  full  that 
no  new  case  could  be  taken  there  and  some  other 
accommodation  for  the  sick  was  indispensable. 
Captain  Warrington  very  promptly  assigned  the 
frigate  Guerriere  for  this  purpose,  and  prohibited 
the  further  employment  of  the  crew,  so  that,  from 
this  period,  they  had  nothing  to  do,  but  to  make 
themselves  easy  and  comfortable;  this  change  took 
place  on  the  29th  August,  and  on  the  1st  September 
the  Ir.stcase  of  the  disease  occurred!— On  a review 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Hornet’s 
crew  sickened,  can  it  be  a matter  of  surprise  that 
causes,  powerful  as  were  those  to  which  they  were 
exposed — causes  which  are  known  to  produce  vio- 
lent diseases — causes  applied  in  sucli  rapid  succes- 
sion, that  the  system  had  not  time  to  recover  itself 
from  one  violent  shock  before  it  had  another  to 
sustain — causes  which,  when  singly  applied,  are 
daily  the  instruments  of  disease  and  death — I ask, 
can  it  be  a matter  of  surprise  that,  under  the  ope- 
ration of  these  causes,  the  crew  should  become  sick- 
ly, and  that  some  of  these  causes  should  have 
placed  the  system,  in  many  cases,  totally  beyond  the 
possibility  of  repair.'*  Is  it  not  rather  a matter  of 
surprise  that  of  about  one  hundred  and  iifly  persons 
exposed  to  such  powers,  only  thirty-eight  should 
be  taken  sick,  and  eight  prove  fatal.'*  Or  shall  we 
lose  sight  of  these  cause.s  and  refer  the  calamity  of 
the  Hornet  to  imaginary  agents,  such  aS  imported 
contagion,  ‘‘deleterious  air  confined  in  the  hold  of 
the  ship,”  or  such  like  similar  causes,  the  existence 
of  which  it  is  much  easier  to  affirm,  than  to  sup- 
port by  reasoning  or  facts.  A review  of  this  part 
of  the  subject  will  demonstrate  the  absurdity  of 
attributing  our  sickness  to  any  such  causes. 

On  our  arrival  at  Norfolk  we  had  not- any  case  of 
a contagious  disease  existing  on  board  the  ship, 
and  the  sickness  which  occurred  during  the  cruise 
never  manifested  any  such  properly.  The  di- 
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sease,  which  is  the  subject  of  this  statement,  made 
its  appearance  on  the  23d  Auj^nst,  12  days  after  our 
arrival,  and  exhibited  a totally  distinct  character 
from  any  form  of  disease  which  had  existed  on 
board  the  Hornet  for  the  last  two  years;  it  is,  there- 
Ibre,  absurd  to  consider  it  as  connected  in  the  re- 
motest manner  w ith  contapon  from  former  diseases. 
To  ascribe  it  to  deleterious  air  confined  in  the  hold 
of  the  ship,  whicli  is  stated  in  the  Norfollc  Herald, 
»‘upon  the  best  information,  as  w’ell  as  our  ow’n  ob- 
servation,” to  have  “proved  fatal  to  the  grater  part 
of  those  engag-ed  in  breaking  it  out”  is  equally  as 
absurd  as  erroneous.  The  very  construction  of  the 
Hornet  makes  it  hardly  probable  that  air  can  be 
confined  in  the  hold,  with  the  least  precaution  to 
its  prevention,  the  hatches  of  the  hold  being  di- 
rectly under  thofe  of  the  spar  deck,  and  these 
hatches  being  always  open,  and  exposed  to  a con- 
stant current  of  air  from  large  wind  sails,  or  venti- 
iators,  which  were  always  in  use.  Messrs.  Zant- 
r.inger  and  Newton  were  never  in  the  hold  from  i 
the  time  the  ship  arrived  from  sea  to  the  day  ofj 
their  death,  and  had  no  duties  assigned  to  them  i 
which  required  their  being  there;  those  who  did 
attend  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  hold  have  never 
sickened,  because,  though  their  duty  was  laborious, 
yet  they  were  confined  exclusively  to  that  parti- 
cular employment  during  the  whole  time  of  dis- 
mantling  the  ship,  consequently  were  not  exposed 
in  the  sun,  rain,  8cc.  The  only  officer  engaged  in 
that  duty,  who  became  sick,  was  the  master’s  mate, 
Mr.  Gale,  who  was  also  engaged  a w'hole  day  in  the 
sun,  and  was  exposed  to  rain.  In  every  case  which 
terminated  fatally,  great  exposure  or  great  impru 
dence,  and,  in  many  cases,  both,  occurred — this 
also  took  place  in  every  violent  case  of  the  disease 
of  those  who  recovered. 

I know  not  one  circumstance  attending  the  Hor- 
net, which  can  justify  the  opinion  that  the  source 
of  the  disease  existed  in  her.  The  hold  was  per- 
fectly sweet  and  clean.  It  occurred,  in  breaking 
out  the  hold,  that  about  ten  casks  of  sea  water, 
which  had  been  filled  on  our  passage  home,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  trim  of  the  ship,  had 
become,  in  a considerable  degree,  offensive;  this 
was  pumped  off  with  a common  hand  pump,  and, 
to  free  the  ship  from  the  disagreeable  smell  it  oc- 
casioned, she  was  immediately  washed  out — the 
smell  and  effect  of  this  water  was  the  same  as  is  ex- 
perienced by  bilge  water  in  a tight  ship,  and,  as  on 
those  occasions,  it  never  caused  any  disease  or  in- 
jury, so  it  requires,  infinitely,  more  credulity  than 
X am  possessed  of,  to  consider  this  circumstance  as, 
in  the  remotest  degree,  occasioning  our  sickness: 
its  agency,  if  any  it  had,  was  most  strangely  exert- 
ed— those  engaged  in  pumping  it  off — those  en- 
gaged in  the  hold  and  over  the  hatches,  superin- 
tending the  duty,  and  w ho,  of  course,  were  exposed 
to  its  utmost  virulence,  escaped  altogether,  while 
those  who  were  on  deck  in  the  hot  sun — in  boats 
— engaged  in  laborious  duties  on  shore,  Stc.  were 
its  victims!  This  supposition  would  be  absurd — if, 
in  its  most  concentrated  state,  it  proved  wholly 
inert,  it  must  have  continued  so  after  its  dilation 
and  total  dissipation.  One  case  of  the  disease,  and 
that  a fatal  one,  occurred  before  these  casks  were 
touched 

If  any  thing  were  wanting  to  establish  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  causes  which  I have  assigned,  as 
giving  origin  to  the  disease  of  the  Hornet’s  crew, 
an-d  to  show  the  futility  of  those  assigned  for  it  in 
the  newspaper,  it  would  be  supplied  by  the  circum- 
stance of  its  rapid  extinction:  The  exciling  causes 

I have  assigned  as  producing  the  disease,  lose  their 


elf'Xt  in  a very  short  time,  and  those  exposed  t*”* 
them,  should  they  escape  the  consequences  for 
two  or  three  days,  are  generally  entirely  safe.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  well  known  that,  when  infec- 
tion or  contagion  is  the  source  of  disease,  but  a 
very  lew  will  be  so  susceptible  of  their  action  :iS  to 
become  immediately  contaminated;  llieir  ifiectT 
are  slow  and  progressive,  so  that  the  great  propor- 
tion of  cases  resulting  from  such  causes,  will  gene- 
rally be  developed  at  a considerably . distant  period 
from  that  of  the  exposure.  'I'liis  observation  ap- 
plies I believe  universally — it  does  so  in  all  cases 
of  this  nature  that  have  ever  fallen  under  my  obser- 
vation. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  hatches  of  the 
Hornet  were  open  and  exposed  to  the  streams  of 
air  from  a number  of  wind  sails — that  her  hold  was 
perfectly  clean — that  none  of  those  engaged  in  the 
duties  of  the  hold  became  diseased,  except  the 
case  of  Mr.  Gale — that  tliose  who  sickened  were 
exposed  to  the  causes  I have  enumerated,  for  the 
most  part  out  of  the  ship,  and  became  sick  in  a 
more  or  less  violent  manner,  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  those  causes  to  which  they  were  expos- 
ed— that  the  disease  was  unknown  among  our  peo- 
ple until  the  application  of  these  causes,  and  almost 
immediately  ceased  when  they  were  removed — 
that,  among  the  great  nimiber  of  persons  who  have 
been  onboard  since  the  arrival  of  the  Hornet,  such 
as  washerwomen,  men’s  wive.s,  &c.  many  of  whom 
were  on  board  day  and  night,  during  the  uliole 
time  the  shin’s  hoi  i was  broken  out,  and  during 
the  pumping  out  of  the  ofi'ensive  c:i‘-ks  of  salt  wa- 
ter, and  after  it,  until  the  ship  was  finally  abandon- 
ed— that  these  persons  must  have  been  eriually,  if 
not  more,  susceptible  of  an;,  conli'gion  or  int'ec  ion 
existing  in  our  ship,  and  not  one  case  of  disease 
occurred  among  these  people — I say,  when  those 
facts  are  considered,  the  conch’sion  necessarily 
follows,  that  the  state  of  the  Hornet’s  hold,  or  any 
other  part  of  the  ship,  had  no  agency  in  producing 
the  disease  of  her  crew,  but  that  her  disaster  is 
solely  referable  to  the  causes  1 have  assigned. 

Tlie  disease  of  the  Hornet’s  crew  was  not  in  the 
least  contagious  or  infectious;  this  is  evidently 
proved  by  its  rapid  extinction  after  their  removal 
to  this  ship — by  the  circumstance,  that  none  of  those 
who  attended  the  sick  received  tlie  disease,  and 
that,  of  nine  of  the  most  violent  cases  wliich  were 
removed  to  the  navy  hospital,  where  there  were 
about  thirty  other  persou.s,  no  new  case  of  the 
disease  occurred,  though  attendants  and  physicians 
were  constantly  with  these  cases,  sleeping  in  the 
same  apartments  with  them,  and  performing  all  the 
offices  necessary  on  such  occasions,  without  adopt- 
ing any  precautionary  measures  for  their  own  safe- 
ty. A review  of  all  these  circumstances,  clearly 
shews  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  cause  for  the 
alarms  which  were  excited  in  the  public  mind,  on 
account  of  the  calamity  of  our  ship. 

To  conclude:  when  occasions  of  this  distressing 
nature  occur,  how  much  more  benefit  would  acom- 
munity  derive  from  a correct  account  of  the  charac- 
ter and  causes  by  which  it  was  occasioned,  than  from 
representations  calculated  to  awaken  their  fears,  by 
diverting  their  attention  to  contagion,  infection,  &c.^ 
They  would  then  be  told  that  a cerlain  peculiarity 
or  season  exists,  so  feeble,  indeed,  in  its  effects, 
as  to  require  the  most  powerful  exciting  causes 
to  produce  the  disease  to  which  it  predisposes: 
that  this  peculiarity  may  go  off  without  producing 
much  evil;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may  increase, 
as  the  season  advances,  to  such  a degree,  as  to  make 
much  l^ss  powerful  causes  equally  efficient  in  the 
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production  of  the  disease,  and,  ultimately,  by  its 
long-  continuance,  or  increased  energy,  it  may  be^ 
come  not  only  a predisposing,  but  also  an  exciting 
cause-  The  community  might  be  told  that,  in  the 
first  state,  little  caution  is  necessary,  as  nothing  but 
the  most  powerful  exciting  causes  are  dangerous. 
Tliat,  in  the  second  state,  every,  even  the  least  ex- 
citing cause,  should  be  guarded  against;  and,  when 
it  is  observed  that  new  cases  occur  to  those  who 
have  observed  every  precaution,  they  will  tlien 
know  that  the  last  state  exists,  and  that  the  only 
effectual  security  against  disease,  is  to  abandon  a 
place  surrounded  by  such  peculiarity.  Tlie  com- 
munity should  be  told,  whenever  the  occasion  jus 
lilies  the  declaration,  which  I believe  has  almost 
always  been  the  fact  as  relates  to  the  epidemics  of 
our  sea  port  towns,  that  the  disease  is  incommuni- 
cable from  a sick  to  a healtliy  person.  We  might 
theti  see  healthy  towns  opening,  instead  of  closiiig 
their  ports  from  communication  with  sickly  towns. 
We  should  tlten  not  behold  so  frequently  the  heart 
rending  spectacle  of  an  afflicted  mortal  deprived  of 
the  consolations,  and  his  last  moments  embittered 
by  the  desertion  of  those  whose  duty  it  was 'to  sup 
port  and  comfort  him.  Human  ingenuity  would 
no  longer  lend  its  aid  to  the  cause  of  disease  and 
death— we  would  not  so  frequently  see  the  dread- 
ful reports  of  miserable  beings,  hurried  off*  to  dis- 
tant hizerettos,  in  the  last  moments  of  their  exist- 
ence, wlien  quiet  and  repose  are  ali  important,  dy- 
ing during  tlieir  remova-l,  or  shortly  after;  perhaps 
frequently  by  the  gloom  and  dismay  occasioned  by 
their  cruel  transportation!  But  1 have  digressed 
from  the  immediate  object  of  this  statement,  into 
a path  that  would  lead  me  much  too  far.  I must, 
therefere,  close  the  subject. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  ser’vt. 

ANDREW  B.  COOKE, 
Surgeon  ?7.  S.  navy. 

floBT.  Heiti-ey,  esq. 

Commander  U.  S.  ship  Hornet. 


American  History. 

There  are  a number  of  interesting  facts  relative 
Co  early  American  Aisior-y  scattered  through  Holmes’ 
Annals.  The  editor  of  the  Democratic  Press  has 
read  the  work  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  such 
matter  as  may  interest  the  American  people. — He 
submits  the  result. — No.  1 — 

Robertson  and  Anderson  concur  in  statingthatin 
the  year  1506  some  ships  of  the  suger  cane  were 
brought  from  the  Canary  Islands  and  planted  in 
Hispaniola,  (St.  Domingo)  where  they  were  found 
to  thrive  so  well,  as  soon  to  become  an  object  of 
commerce. 

Robertson  says  that  a few  7iegro  slaves  were  sent 
to  America  in  the  year  1503-  In  1508  negroes 
were  imported  into  St.  Domingo  by  the  Spaniards 
from  the  Portuguese  settlements  on  the  Guinea 
coast. — The  reason  assigned  was  that  the  natives 
were  too  feeble  to  work  in  the  fields  and  in  the 
mines.  It  is  clear  that  in  modern  times  slavery  is 
the  offspring  of  cupidity.  Charles  V.  of  Spain, 
granted  to  a Flemish  favorite  an  exclusive  privi- 
lege of  importing  into  America  four  thousand  ne- 
groes. The  Fleming  sold  the  privilege  for  25,000 
ducats  to  some  Geneose  merchants,  who  first 
brought  into  a regular  form  the  commerce  for 
slaves  between  Africa  and  America.  A commerce 
which  is  now  happily  at  an  end.  It  is  an  honora- 
ble fact  in  the  history  of  the  United  States,  that  it 
was  the  first  government  which  prohibited  the  im- 
portation of  slaves. 


The  first  charter  for  a colony  granted  by  the 
crown  of  England  was  granted  by  queen  Elizabeth 
in  1578  to  sir  Humphrey  Gilbert.  By  this  charter 
he  was  authorized  to  take  possession  of  all  i emote 
and  barbarous  lancis  unoccupied  by  any  clnistian 
prince  or  people.” 

The  Hivsi  English  colony  ever  planted  in  .America 
was  at  Roanoke  Island,  V^irginia,  in  1585. — One 
hundred  and  seven  persons  were  left  there  by  sir 
Richard  Greenville  under  the  government  of  Mr. 
Lane. 

On  the. 18th  of  August  1587,  Mrs.  Dare  was  de- 
livered pf  a daughter  in  Roanoke,  which  was  bap- 
tized the  next  Lord’s  day  b}'  the  name  of  A'irgi- 
nia.  She  was  the  first  English  child  born  in  the 
country. 

In  1593  the  English  sent  some  English  ships  to 
Cape  Breton  for  naorse,  and  others  for  wljale  hsh- 
ing.  'J  his  is  the  first  mention  we  find  of  the  'whale 
fishery  by  the  English.  They  found  no  whale.s,  but 
they  discovered  on  an  island  eight  hundred  whale 
fins,  where  a Biscay  ship  had  been  lost  three  yeai  .s 
before,  and  this  is  the  first  account  that  we  have  of 
whale  fins  or  whalebone  by  the  English. 

In  1607  the  English  settlers  built  a town  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  in'  honor  of  king  James,  called  it  James 
I'awn.  This  was  the  first  Ptn-vrA-NEST  uabitatiox 
of  the  Fmglish  in  America. 

In  1608  John  Layclon  was  married  to  Ann  Burra.s, 
and  this  was  the  hrsi  marriage  in  A^irginia.  'I’he 
first  marriage  in  New  England  was  in  1621,  be- 
tween Edward  Winslow  and  Susanna  Wliite. 

In  1610a  member  of  parliament  came  to  Ameri- 
ca. The  commons  declared  his  seat  vacant,  be- 
cause by  accepting  a colonial  office  he  was  render- 
ed incapable  of  executing  his  trust.  This  appears 
to  be  the  first  time  that  Virginia  was  noticed  by  the 
English  parliament. 

lu  1616  tobacco  was  first  cultivated  by  the  Eng- 
lish in  Virginia. 


The  Abbe  Sicard, 

rATE  INSTRUCTOa  OF  THF.  DF.AF  AND  DUMB  AT  PADIS. 

Translated  for  the  American  Sentinel, from  the  'Magazin  de  Lit- 
teratiire  Euroi>eeime,  1802.” 

The  celebrated  and  modest  Sicard,  the  man 
whom  the  Abbe  de  I’Epee  had  chosen  for  his  im- 
mediate successor,  was,  during  two  years  and  four 
months,  the  object  of  an  unmerited  prescription. 
Concealed  in  the  house  of  a faithful  friend,  who, 
during  nearly  two  years,  exposed  his  own  life  to 
save  that  of  so  valuabe  a man,  Sicard  undertook  to 
strew  with  flowers  the  earliest  path  in  the  studious 
career  of  children,  to  facilitate  their  progress,  and 
to  aid  the  fathers  of  families  in  the  exercise  of  their 
duties.  In  a small  chamber,  by  the  assistance  of  a 
lamp  whose  feeble  light  seemed  unwilling  to  dis- 
close the  respectable  features  of  the  estimable  out- 
law, and  to  betray  his  asylum,  he  wrote  his  pasi- 
graphy.* 

During  this  time,  the  deaf  and  du  mb  of  every 
age,  and  of  both  sexes,  lamented  the  absence  of 
their  instructor.  Sometimes,  looking  towards  the 
windows  of  his  chamber,  their  eyes  were  bathed 
with  tears;  at  others,  they  adjusted  with  the  great- 
est care  the  arm-chair  in  which  Sicard  dajly  .extend- 
ed the  sphere  of  their  understandings,  and  labored 
to  render  them  susceptible  of  the  impressions  of 
nature.  Of  all  the  multiplied  and  most  significant 

*The  art  of  writing  and  printing  in  one  language, 
so  as  to  be  read  and  undersood  in  all  ether  tau- 
j guages  without  a translation.  ^ 
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gestures  which  had  before  animated  their  persons, 
their  now  remained  nothing  but  tlie  expression  ot 
dejection  and  sorrow. 

Among  otl)ers,  one  of  them,  Jean  Massieu,  the! 
fifth  individual  of  his  himily,  who  had  enjoyed  | 
the  instruction  of  the  respectable  Sicard,  was  sol 
deeply  affected  by  the  loss  ot  his  instructor,  that,’ 
in  order  to  restore  him  to  tranrpiility,  they  were 
<»bliged  to  disclose  to  him  the  [ilace  of  his  retreat. 
'I'hi.s  young  man,  whose  mind  and  talents  had  ex- 
cited the  admiration  of  all  l*aris,and  who,  notwith 
standing  his  ill  health,  had  become  a tutof  in  the 
fchool  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  with  a salary  of  12D0 
francs  per  annum,  frequently  offered  to  divide  his 
little  income  with  Sicard.  •^My  father,**  said  he, 
by  the  most  rapid  signs,  *^\Iy  father  has  nothing  now; 
f must  supply  him  with  food  and  clothing,  and  rescue 
him  from  the  misery  by  which  he  is  overburthened** 

In  consequence  he  took  the  wisest  measures.  He 
engaged  some  of  his  friends  to  second  him  in  liis 
generous  project,  and  resolved  to  profit,  for  this 
purpose,  of  the  first  favorable  occasion.  At  length 
the  moment  so  ardently  desired,  arrived.  Iloudly, 
a dramatic  author,  excited  by  the  enthusiasm  of  his 
heaj  t,  formed  the  design  of  captivating  the  interest 
of  the  public  in  favor  of  the  successor  of  the  Abbe 
de  I’Kpee,  by  introducing  upon  the  stage  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  traits  of  the  life  of  the  cele- 
brated fonntler  of  the  institution  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb.  The  enterprize  w’as  dangerous;  but  his  de- 
sire on  that  account  was  the  more  invincible.  'I'he 
tears  of  the  audience  flowed  at  tlie  recollection  of 
this  excellent  man;  and  while  tliey  repeated  his  sa- 
cred name,  many  voices  also  made  the  house  ring 
with  that  of  the  unhappy  Sicard.  Oh,  why  could  Ire 
not,  from  the  depth  of  his  solitiule,  hear  the  cheer- 
ing exclamations  of  so  numerous  and  distinguished 
an  assembly;  and  tlie  genet  oiis  transports  of  the  en- 
thusiasm ot  a people  wlio  did  homage  to  virltie,  and 
look  under  tiu-ir  protection  the  cause  of’  innocence: 
Sicard!  Liberty  to  .SV6nr  r/,”f  resounded  from  every 
quaner. 

From  the  internal  sensibility  which  was  painted 
on  ail  countenances,  from  the  noisy  plaudits,  and 
clapping  of  hands,  and,  above  all,  from  the  ineffable 
transports  of  the  poet  Houiliy,  it  was  not  difficult 
for  the  deaf  and  dumb  Massieu  himself  to  form  an 
idea  of  the  interest  the  audience  had  taken  in  the 
fate  of  his  instructor.  He  contrived  a few  days  afier 
to  meet  Bouiily,  at  the  house  of  one  of  the  legisla- 
tive commission,  known  to  be  a friend  of  men  of 
merit  and  of  the  unfortunate,  and  to  whom  the  bro- 
ther of  the  first  consul  was  at  that  moment  making 
a visit.  By  his  tonciiing  replies  to  the  questions 
wliich  were  asked  him,  he  succeeded  in  interesting 
the  hearts  of  many  of  the  company  in  the  feelings 
of  his  own.  He  gave  to  the  brother  of  the  first  con- 
sul tt  letter,  which  he  had  written  in  his  presence, 
and  whicli  contained,  among  otliers,  the  following 
remarkable  words: 

♦‘Promise!  oh  promise  me  to  speak  for  us  to  the 
first  consul!  'Miey  say  that  he  loves  those  men  who 
labor  for  the  happiness  of  their  kind.  Then,  surely, 
be  should, love  tlie  Abbe  Sicard,  wliose  whole  hap- 
piness consists  in  producing  that  of  tlie  poor  deaf 
and  dumb. 

This  pathetic  language  of  nature  excited  the  ad- 
miration of  all  who  were  present,  and  produced  the 
most  lively  emotions  in  their  souls.  Massieu,  who 
perceived  the  effect,  immediately  threw  one  of 
his  arms  around  Joseph  Bonaparte,  and  the  other 
around  Bouiily,  and  all  three  melted  in  tears,  Jo- 


seph Bonaparte,  who  was  the  most  excited,  press- 
ing tlie  amiable  pupil  of  Sicard  to  liis  bosom,  de- 
sired his  worthy  friend  to  communicate  to  him  tfiat 
lie  would  present  his  letter,  that  very  evening,  to 
the  first  consul,  and  that  he  ventured  to  promise 
that  it  would  produce  the  desired  effect.  The 
effort  of  Massieu  was  not  vain.  Tlie  first  consul 
ordered  the  name  of  Sicard  to  be  struck  off’  the  ^ 
list  of  outlaws,  and,  immediately  after,  he  w'as  per- 
mitted to  continue  the  instruction  of  his  scholars. 

It  was  on  the  14th  of  February,  1800,  that  the 
good  father  re-appeared  among  his  children.  It 
was  11  o’clock  in  the  morning.  'I'he  hall  ajipro- 
priated  to  the  public  exercises  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  was  already  crowded  with  a number  of  spec- 
tators, among  whom  were  distinguished,  many  es- 
timable men,  who  had  consecrated  their  talents 
and  exertions  to  the  education  of  youth,  and  to  the 
advancement  of  the  happiness  of  tlieir  species, 
'rhe  sctiolais,  the  deaf  and  dumb  of  both  sexes, 
were  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  hall.  'I'he  vivaci- 
ty of  their  countenances,  and  the  nimbleness  of  the 
signs  by  which  they  communicated  their  thoughts 
to  each  otlier,  proved  that  this  was  the  happiest 
day  of  their  lives. 

'I’he  friends  of  the  respectable  Sicard,  among 
whom  was  the  excellent  man  who  had  rescued  hitn 
from  the  fury  of  party  spirit,  entered  the  hall  in 
crowds,  where  a number  of  beautiful  women  ren- 
dered the  assembly  still  more  brilliant. 

Massieu  having  uttered  a very  piercing  cry  of 
joy,  every  one  arose.  A respectful  silence  reign- 
ed through  the  whole  assembly.  Sicard  appeared. 
Instantly  Massieu  is  in  liis  arms,  he  presses  his  lips 
against  Sicarcl’s,  liis  whole  soul  appears  to  infuse 
itself  into  that  of  his  instructor;  he  takes  his  liand 
and  conducts  him  to  his  seat.  Immediately  the 
boys,  his  pupils,  throw  themselves  upon  him.  'i'he 
oldest  surround  him,  they  press  him  to  their  hearts, 
they  lock  him  in  their  arms.  The  younger  kiss 
his  hands,  they  attach  themselves  to  his  clothes, 
they  eagerly  hold  on  him  as  high  as  the  breast,  as 
the  cheek;  shedding  tears  of  joy,  they  cover  him 
with  the  most  tender  kisses,  and  loud  him  with  the 
most  aff’ecting  caresses. 

Sicard  endeavors  to  speak,  but  his  emotion  de- 
prives him  of  utterance.  He  wished  to  express  to 
each  of  his  pupils  what  was  passing  in  his  lieart; 
but  all  have  liieir  eyes  fixed  on  him  at  the  same  in- 
stant, ail  embrace  lum,  all  caress  biin.  'I’o  extend 
over  tiiem  his  benificent  liarids,  in  communicate  to 
them  by  signs,  that  lie  loves  them  all  equally,  wilii 
the  tenderness  of  a father,  lliat  tli^y  have  all  .a 
place  in  his  heart;  this  is  all  he  can  do,  all  that  the 
holy  intoxication  of  his  soul  cun  inspire  and  ptri.iit 
him. 

Blit  as  nothing  escapes  li's  penetrating  eye,  he 
soon  jierceives  that  his  female  pujiils,  witliheld  by 
their  natural  timidity,  dare  not  allow’  their  sensibi- 
lity to  break  fortli,  which  pours  through  their  eyes 
and  glows  in  every  feature  of  their  expressive  coun- 
tenances. Affected  by  this  struggle  of  feeling  witii 
modesty,  Sicard  approaches  them,  and  after  a mo- 
ment of'  silence,  he  extends  his  hands,  and  receives 
their  caresses,  in  a manner  which  seemed  to  say, 
“sliould  a father  blush  to  embrace  his  children?” 
While  these  timid  girls  expressed  to  their  instruc- 
tor the  joyful  feelings  wliich  liis  return  caused  them, 
those  of  the  boys  who  had  m ade  the  greatest  pro- 
gress, had  approached  the  table,  where  they  wiote. 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  the  feelings  of  the*  • 
hearts.  One  rendered  thanks  to  the  first  consi  ; 
and  liis  brother,  for  having  restored  to  their  wish  's 
the  man  to  whom  they  owed  their  moral  existence; 


t‘'Sicai'dl  qu’on  rende  la  libertc  a Sicard,' 
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another  described  the  anguish  and  affliction  which 
they  had  experienced  during  the  absence  of  their 
beloved  msiructor;  a tnird  wrote  this  sentence: 
'Vruth  and  virtue  triiunph  soon  or  lute  over  all  the  ar- 
il Hces  of  men. 

Massieu  at  length  appeared  before  the  table,  and 
whilst  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  spectators 
he  commented  upon  the  most  profound  doctrines 
of  natural  and  moral  philosophy,  a young  girl,  in 
the  foil  b loo  in  of  beauty,  placed  a crown  of  popies 
and  heliotropes  upon  the  head  of  Sicard,  as  a sym- 
bol of  the  grief  which  his  absence  had  caused  his 
pupils,  and  of  the  immortality  with  which  his  genius, 
ins  patience,  and  his  benevolent  labors  would  be 
ci’ovviied. 


Censorship  of  France. 

The  “Scotsmaii”  gives  the  following  instructive 
sumioaiy  of  the  legislation  of  the  government  of 
France  on  the  subject  of  tlie  press; 

“ I'he  French  constitution  of  1791,  which  ema- 
nated from  the  people,  and  not  from  the  throne, 
guaranteed  ‘to  every  citizen  the  liberty  of  speak- 
ing, writing,  printing  and  publishing  thoughts, 
Without  the  writing  being  submitted  to  a censor  for 
inspection  before  publication.*  (Tit.  1,  art.  3.) 
Compare  with  this  clear  and  explicit  language  the 
Jesuitical  reservation  contained  in  the  8th  article 
of  hrog  Lou's’  ciiarter:  ‘Frenchmen  have  the  right 
to  pi'i-it  anu  pubhsn  their  opinions,  provided  they 
coii  orm  themselves  to  the  laws  which  are  to  repress 
the  abuse  of  this  liberty.’  Equivocations  and  evul- 
sions, .vhich  stamp  a man  with  the  character  of  a 
swindler  in  private  life,  have  always  Ibrined  part 
of  the  aulhui'ized  arms  of  legislative  policy.  The 
law  to  repress  the  abuse  of  ilie  press,  wlien  it  w'as 
framed,  turned  out  to  be  a law  to  take  aw’ay  tiie 
right  w'hlch  it  pretended  ooly  to  regulate.  'Hie 
charter  says,  that,  every  Freuciiman  has  the  right 
to  print  and  publish  his  op'.moas.  The  law  of  tlie 
21st  of  October,  1814,  vests  the  right  to  pub- 
lish (as  to  all  periodical  works)  exclusively  in  a 
board  of  censors,  and  nameci  by  the  king;  and  the 
Frenchman’s  right  to  publish,  comes  to  be  nothing 
more  than  the  right  to  submit  his  work  to  the  cen- 
sors. By  this  law,  the  censorship  was  extended  not 
only  to  newspapers,  but  to  reviews,  tracts,  pam- 
phlets, and  all  works,  not  exceeding  twenty  sheets 
in  sizie,  unless  written  in  the  learned  languages. 
An  ordonnance,  issued  on  the  king’s  second  return 
to  Paris,  in  July,  1815,  restricted  the  censure  to 
periodical  works  only.  In  this  slate  the  press  con- 
tinued till  the  Due  Decazes,  by  the  acts  of  17th  and 
26th  .Vlay  and  9th  June,  1819,  had  the  courage  to 
withdraw  the  censorship  entirely.  Such  a state  of 
things  could  not  last.  The  press  acquired  an  acti- 
vity and  power  which  alarmed  the  ministers.  The 
Minerve,  a journal  conducted  by  some  liberaux  of 
distinguished  talents,  overpowered  all  its  royalist 
competitors,  and  reached  the  unexampled  circula- 
tion of  35,000,  A government  resting  on  force, 
found  the  appeal  to  reason  a dangerous  experiment, 
and  saw  the  necessity  of  retracing  its  steps.  Ac- 
cordingly, after  a lucid  interval  of  eleven  months 
of  free  discussion,  the  censorship  was  re-established 
by  the  act  of  31st  March,  1820.  The  following  is 
in  force,  at  present,  in  relation  to  the  pre.ss: 

No  person  can  be  a printer  or  bookseller  unless 
he  has  received  a patent  from  the  king,  and  has 
taken  the  requisite  oaths. 

The  patent  may  be  withdrawn  from  any  printer 
or  bookseller  who  has  been  judicially  convicted  of 
violating  the  4'v^s  or  regulations. 


Clandestine  printing  offices,  (that  are  not  autho- 
rized by  royal  patent),  shall  be  destroyed,  and  the 
owners  punished  by  a fine  of  1,000  francs  (40/.) 
and  imprisonment  for  six  months. 

A printer  must  give  intimation  (to  the  authori- 
ties)  before  he  print  any  work,  and  must  deposite 
five  copies  of  the  work  before  publication  or  sale. 
Neglect  as  to  either  of  these  particulars,  subject 
him  to  a fine  of  40/.  for  the  first  offence,  and  80/. 
for  the  second.  1’he  five  copies  are  for  the  royal 
library,  the  chancellor  of  France,  the  minister  of 
the  interior,  the  director  general  of  printing,  and 
the  censors. 

A work  may  be  seized  if  the  forms  above  men- 
tioned havo  not  been  complied  with,  or  if  an  action 
is  raised  before  the  tribunals  as  to  its  contents. 

The  printer  who  prints  a book  witlumt  his  name 
and  designation,  is  liable  to  a fine  of  120/.  besides 
imprisonment.  If  a false  name  is  given,  the  fine  is 
240/.  The  bookseller  who  has  in  his  possession  a 
work  wanting  the  printer’s  name,  pays  a line  of  80/. 

The  same  regulations  apply  to  engravings.  (Law 
21st  Oct.  1814;  ord.  24th  Oct.) 

No  journal  or  periodical  work,  devoted  wholly  or 
in  part  to  news  or  political  matters,  (whether  ap- 
pearing  at  fixed  intervals  or  irregularly),  can  be 
published  without  authorization  of  the  king,  (that 
is,  without  being  submitted  to  the  censors.) 

The  proprietors  or  editors  of  such  a work  are 
obliged,  1st.  To  give  in  a declaration,  stating  the 
name  and  residence  of  at  least  one  proprietor  or 
responsible  editor,  and  the  authorized  printing  of- 
fice where  it  is  to  be  printed.  2d.  To  furnish  secu- 
rity to  the  extent  of  10,000  francs  dezente  for  a 
daily  paper  in  Paris,  or  5,000  for  one  published  less 
frequently  [They  are  required  to  lodge  a sum 
which  would  yield  ten  thousand  francs  yearly;  that 
is,  a capital  of  200,000  francs,  or  8,000/.  sterling,  in 
the  one  case,  and  4,0007.  in  the  other,]  In  the  de- 
partments, the  security  is  one  fifth  of  this  amount. 

The  security  (cautionnement)  so  lodged,  is  an- 
swerable for  any  expense,  damages,  or  fines,  which 
may  be  awarded  against  the  journal. 

The  editors  and  proprietors  of  periodical  works 
are  prosecuted  in  the  same  manner  as  authors  of 
other  works,  and  are  liable  to  the  same  punish- 
ments, But  the  fines  may  be  raised  to  double,  or 
in  case  of  a repetion  of  the  offence,  to  quadruple  of 
those  fixed  by  the  penal  evde.  (Laws  9th  June, 
1819;  31st  March,  1820.) 

If  tlie  oflence  charged  is  committed  against  one 
or  both  of  the  chambers,  tlie  prosecution  cannot 
take  place  without  the  authority  of  the  same.  If 
it  IS  against  the  sovereign  of  the  country,  the  pro- 
secution must  be  at  the  instance  of  the  government. 
And  in  ail  other  cases,  it  must  be  at  the  instance  of 
the  party  aggrieved. 

Any  person  who,  by  means  of  writing,  printing, 
or  engraving,  excites  another  to  the  commission  of 
a crime,  shall  be  punished  as  an  accomplice. 

If  the  excitement  or  provocation  is  not  followed 
by  a criminal  act,  the  offender  shall  be  punished  by 
imprisonment,  from  three  months  to  five  years,  and 
fine,  from  50  to  6,000  francs. 

Are  considered  as  provocations  to  crime — all  for- 
mal attacks  on  the  inviolability  of  the  king,  the 
order  of  succession,  or  the  constitutional  authority 
of  the  king  or  chambers. 

Provocations  by  writing,  printing,  8cc.  to  disobe- 
dience of  the  laws,  are  punished  as  misdemeanors, 
(delits.)  i 

Correct  accounts  of  the  public  sittings  of  the 
chamber  of  deputies  given  in  good  faith,  are  n6t 
fiable  to  prosecy v ' ' - 
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The  power  of  raising  actions  against  crimes  or 
misdemeanors  of  the  press,  sulfers  prescription  in 
six  months  from  the  date  of  publication.  (Laws 
17th  and  26lli  May,  1819.) 

A commission  composed  of  twelve  censors,  nam- 
ed by  the  king,  has  charge  of  the  periodical  press 
in  Paris. 

Every  article  in  a journal  must,  before  being 
printed,  be  submitted  to,  and  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  censors,  who  cannot  pronounce  unless  five 
of  tlicm  be  present. 

In  tlic  departments,  the  inspection  of  the  journals 
is  confided  to  a council  of  three  censors,  seated  in 
the  cliicf  town. 

Nine  magistrates,  named  by  the  king,  form  a 
council  of  surveillance,  to  which  the  censors  of  Pa- 
ris lender  an  account  of  their  decisions  weekly, 
and  those  of  the  departments  monthly. 

If  a proprietor  or  editor  of  a periodical  work, 
print  a sheet  of  an  article  Without  submitting  it  to 
the  censms,  he-  shall  be  punished  by  the  correc- 
lionu!  piilice  witii  imprisonment  from  one  to  six 
months,  and  a fine  of  from  200  to  1200  francs,  ex- 
clusive of  any  c.l.er  penalty  to  which  he  may  be 
liable  for  the  contents  of  the  article. 

In  tins  case,  also,  the  council  of  surveillance  may 
suspend  the  publication  of  the  journal  till  the  mat- 
ter is  tried,  in  the  event  of  condemnation,  the 
suspension’ may  be  continued  for  six  months,  and 
ii’i  the  case  of  a repetition  of  tiie  offence,  the  journal 


Our  sovereign  appoints  his  alcadcs  and  his  cor- 
regidors  in  the  Indies  of  Columbus  at  Trinidad: 
while  his  Lnndroats  in  Sourthern  Africa  (Cape  of 
Good  Hope)  are  guided  by  the  placets  of  the 
states  general  of  the  departed  republic  of  the  Ne- 
therlands. 

The  laws  of  king  Christian,  of  Denmark^  are  ad- 
ministered by  liriiish  authority  in  the  torrid  zone. 
And  tlie  deemsters  assembled  on  the  'Pynwald  of 
Man,  have  not  abandoned  the  polity  of  the  Sea- 
Kings  of  Scandanavia.” 


British  North  West  Expedition. 

From  the  ^Montreal  Gazette. 

In  addition  to  the  communication  which  appear- 
ed in  the  Montreal  Herald  of  the  17th  ult.  relative 
to  the  arctic  expedition,  under  the  orders  of  lieut. 
Franklin,  we  are  happy  to  be  empowered  to  state, 
upon  the  authority  of  more  recent  arrivals,  that  the 
expedition  hadarrived  at  York  Factory,  in  Hudson’s 
Kay,  and  was  about  to  embark  for  England. 

It  appears  that  the  toils  and  the  sufferings  of  the 
expedition  have  been  of  the  most  trying  descrip- 
tion, and  that  if  they  do  not  exceed  belief,  they 
were,  at  least,  of  such  a nature  as  almost  to  over- 
come the  stoutest  heart,  and  deter  all  future  at- 
tempts of  a similar  tendency,  it  was  fitted  out  in 
liie  summer  of  1819,  and,  in  the  course  of  the  fol- 


lowing year,  it  was  enabled,  by  a liberal  aid  and  re- 
may be  suppressed.  (Law  olst  March,  and  ord.  ! inforcement  from  the  North  West  Company,  to  ad- 


ist  April,  1820.) 


Common  Law. 

In  the  Edinourg  Review  of  Feb.  No.  72,  the  first 
article  is  enlilled  “the  courts  of  the  ancient  Eng- 
lish common  law,”  and  begining  with  the  follow- 
ing summary  of  the  various  codes,  whose  validity 
Great  Rritain  at  present  recognizes  in  difl'erent 
parts  ol  her  domiinons. 

“At  this  moment  there  are  few  of  the  systems 
of  legislation,  eitlier  of  ancie.U  or  moJern  times, 
whicli  are  not  in  force  as  a living  law  within  the 
IJritish  empire. 

Menu  and  Mohammed  decide  the  civil  rights  of 
lire  Hindu  and  the  JMogid;  and  an  appeal  from  In- 
dia compels  our  privy  councillors  to  consult  the 
Koran  and  ;he  Puranas,  as  authorities  at  Whitehall. 

Justinian  is  obeyed  by  llie  courts  of  the  lotdan 
republic. 

In  the  JVorman  Isles,  the  several  portions  of  the 
domains  ot  the  conqueror,  the  Barbaric  custunial 
framed  by  his  justiciars,  still  guides  the  grand  bai- 
liff and  the  seneschal,  who  dis[)cnse  the  equity  of 
Rolo,  now  forgotten  in  the  Iialis  of  Rouen. 

Canad  • cherishes  the  volumes  which  have  been 
cast  forth  from  the  palace  of  justice;  and  the  legi- 
timate representatives  of  the  proud  and  leurneu 
presidents  of  the  parliaments  of  Paris,  are  found 
in  the  court  house  of  a colonial  town.  Banished 
from  the  tiowery  meadows  of  the  Seine,  the  ordi- 
nances expounded  by  St.  Louis  beneath  t.he  oak 
tree  of  Vincennes,  constitute  the  tenures  of  lands 
on  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence;  and  whilst  every  ves- 
tige of  feudality  has  been  blotted  out  of  the  title- 
deeds  of  the  European  continei  t,  it  remains  full  in 
vigor  in  the  wilds  and  wastes  of  the  new  world 

In  the  opposite  hemisphere  we  bestow  an  equal 
protection  on  the  codes  of  K'apoleon;  and  it  is  pos 
sible  that  in  future  ages  the  speck  of  land,  the 
^Mauritius,  in  which  they  are  now  in  force,  may 
alone  preserve  the  vestiges  of  the  juris^'.rudence 
of  the  great  empire. 


vance  to  the  shores  of  the  Great  Bear  Lake,  which, 
we  think,  is  situated  in  about  67  deg.  N.  latitude, 
where  it  encamped  and  wintered.  In  llie  ensuing 
spring  it  approached  the  Copper  Mine  river,  which 
It  descended  until  it  fell  into  the  ocean.  Hitherto 
the  expedition  was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Wintzel,  a 
clerk  to  the  North  West  Company,  with  ten  of  their 
best  India'n  hunters;  but  the  wide  and  open  sea, 
which  appeared  at  the  confluence  of  the  river  with 
the  ocean,  elated  the  expedition  so  much  with  the 
hope  of  ultimate  .success,  tiiat  it  was  thought  pro- 
per to  dispense  with  the  further  attendance  of  Mr. 
Wintzel  ard  his  hunters,  who  accordingly  returned 
up  the  river,  leaving  the  expedition  to  proceed  in 
two  caanoes,  to  explore  the  coast  of  the  Polar  sea, 
eastward  from  the  mouth  of  the  Copper  Mine 
river,  tovrards  Hudson’s  Bay.  But,  it  seems  that, 
inconsequence  of  the  approach  of  winter,  so  early 
as  the  latter  end  of  August,  lieavy  falls  of  snow, 
dense  as  mist,  and  an  extremely  bare  and  ill  pro- 
vided wardrobe,  the  expedition  was  unforlunely 
prevented  from  accomplishing  its  end,  farther  than 
exploring  about  500  miles  of  t!ie  coast  which  lies 
to  the  north  cast  of  the  Copper  Mine  river,  and 
ascertaining  that,  so  far  as  the  eye  could  penetrate, 
the  sea  which  lay  before  them  was  quite  open  and 
perfcclJy  free  of  ice. 

.\s  the  exjiediliou  returned,  its  wants  and  its  ex- 
igencies became  alarming  in  the  extreme,  and  it 
soon  required  the  whole  fortitude  of  the  heart,  and 
tlie  utmost  exertion  of  the  frame,  to  brave  llie  hard- 
ships which  stared  it  in  the  face,  in  approaching 
that  part  cf  the  Copper  Mine  river  I’rom  which  it 
set  out,  it  was  necessary  to  double  an  immense 
point  of  land,  w hich  would  occupy  a greater  length 
of  time  than  its  <imergencies  would  well  admit  of, 
and  it  was,  tlierefote,  deemed  necessary  to  set  the 
canoes  adrift,  and  cut  a direct  course  over  Luvi  to 
the  Copper  Mine  river.  When  the  travellers  ar- 
rived on  the  banks  of  this  river,  they  experiem  e<i 
some  puzzling  dilficulties  how  to  get  across,  bii‘. 
haring  killed  ten  elks,  with  the  skins  of  which  tin 
contrived  to  coastrucj;  a ctyioe,  this  hardship  wus 
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soon  overcome;  but  the  joy  which  it  diffused  was  as 
transient  as  disappointed  hope.  In  forcing  their 
melancholy  way  through  the  untravelled  wilds  be- 
tween the  Copper  Mine  river  and  the  Great  Bear 
lake,  they  fell  completely  short  of  provisions,  and 
were  for  many  da>s  under  the  necessity  of  subsist- 
ing upon  sea  weeds,  and  a powder  produced  from 
pounding  the  withered  bones  of  the  food  which 
they  had  already  consumed.  In  this  struggle  be- 
twixt the  love  of  life  and  the  dread  of  a death  that 
must  be  terrifying  to  all  mankind,  Mr.  Wood,  nine 
Canadians,  and  an  Esquimaux,  fell  untimely  and  re- 
gretted victims;  and  had  not  the  survivors,  who,  for 
several  days,  were  driven  to  the  necessity  of  pro- 
longing a miserable  existence,  by  feeding  upon  the 
tattered  remnants  of  their  shoes,  and,  we  fear,  upon 
a more  forbidding  and  unpalatable  fare,  exerted 
themselves  by  a superhuman  effort  to  reach  the 
Great  Bear  lake,  it  is  probable  that  they  would 
have  all  suifered  the  most  exquisite  and  appalling 
martyrdom.  Here  they  found  the  heads  and  the 
bleaclied  bones  of  the  animals  ihathad  served  them 
for  last  winter’s  provisions,  which  afforded  them 
the  melancholy  ingredients  for  preserving  the  vital 
spark,  until  their  arrival  at  some  post  belonging  to 
the  Hudson’s  Bay  Company.  It  is  said  that,  upon 
the  arrival  of  this  surviving  party  of  the  expedition 
at  ‘^lave  lake,  the  Canadians  there  were  very  nigh 
breaking  forth  into  some  alarming  outrage,  when 
they  found  that  their  former  comrades,  instead  of 
returning  with  the  expedition,  had  been  lost  for 
ever;  but  we  understand,  that  no  serious  injury  has 
transpired,  in  consequence  of  this  very  natural  dis- 
appointment. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  Palmyra.  The  crew  of  this  privateer,  or 
pirate,  are  retained  on  board  of  the  vessel,  under 
charge  of  a suitable  guard. 

Piracy.  The  French  brig  L’Azima,  arrived  at 
Charleston  from  Vera  Cruz,  bound  to  Bordeaux, 
was  robbed  oft'  the  Havana  of  78  seroons  of  cochi- 
neal, 2 do.  of  Indigo,  3,800  dollars  in  plate  and  spe. 
cie,  and  1,700  dollars  worth  of  clothing,  &c.  by  a 
pirate  of  3 guns  and  about  50  men.  The  American 
brig  Rose-in-bloom,  was  also  robbed  by  another  pi- 
rate of  2 guns  and  30  men,  and  had  her  crew  treat- 
ed extremely  ill, 

Yellov)  fever.  The  British  frigate  Iphigenia,  which 
lately  stopped  at  New-York,  on  her  voyage  home 
from  Africa,  via  Jamaica  and  Havana,  had  sixty  uvo 
eases  of  yellow  fever  on  board  when  she  anchored 
in  the  bay  of  New-York — She  has  recently  sailed 
from  thence. 

Boston.  According  to  the  report  of  the  financial 
committee  of  Boston,  which  has  been  approved  by 
the  common  council  of  that  city,  for  the  current 
year,  the  expenses  are  estimated  at  ^249,170  t5; 
of  this  sum,  the  amount  devoted  to  the  support  of 
public  schools  is  g45,500,  independent  of 
appropriated  for  a new  school  house.  These  ex 
penses  are  highly  praiseworthy. 

Maine.  Albion  K.  Parris  has  been  re  elected 
governor  by  a large  majority,  and  Mark  Richards 
chosen  a representative  in  congress  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Whit 
man. 

Vermont.  Messrs.  Malary,  Riclf,  Crafts,  Bradley 
and  Buck,  are  elected  representatives  to  ^congress 


JVew  York.  About  five  thoxisand  persons  are  now 
variously  employed  on  the  eastern  section  of  the 
Erie  canal.  A raft  of  logs  have  been  transported 
24  miles  on  this  canal  for  5^50.  which,  if  they  had 
been  carried  on  land,  would  have  cost  1,600. 

Soxiih  Carolina.  A further  investigation  of  the 
late  insurrectionary  plot  of  the  blacks  is  going  on 
— seven  or  eight  more  have  bet-n  found  guilty  and 
sentenced  to  death;  but  their  punishment  has  been 
commuted  to  perpetual  banishment  from  the  U. 
States.  If  any  of  them  should  return,  they  are  to 
be  executed  on  the  Friday  following  their  appre- 
hension. 

Insurrection.  It  appears  that  an  insurrection  of 
the  blacks  was  contemplated  at  Beaufort,  S.C.  and 
that  ten  negroes  b Jonging  to  the  most  respectable 
families  were  arrested.  The  town  council  was  in 
secret  session.  Particulars  had  not  transpired. 

Hurricane.  A severe,  but  not  extensh'e,  hurri- 
cane was  lately  experienced  near  Salem,  N.  J.  A 
wagon  house  was  taken  up  and  carried  one  hun- 
dred yards  and  demolished,  with  a wagon  in  it.  A 
large  tree,  four  feet  in  diameter,  was  whirled  round 
and  taken,  root  and  all,  in  the  air,  and  in  its  descent 
fell  on  a distillery  and  demolished  all  the  works.— 
Such  were  the  effects  of  a whirlwind  which  was 
but  a few  feet  in  diameter- 

The  great  dam.  The  following  is  a more  particu- 
lar description  bf  the  great  dam  at  Fort  Edward, 
than  we  have  before  seen.  It  is  copied  from  the 
“Guardian,”  printed  at  Caldwell,  lake  George. 

“The  dam  is  situated  about  a quarter  of  a mile 
above  the  village  of  Fort  Edward,  and  abput  two 
miles  below  Baker’s  Falls,  at  Sandy  Hill.  The  river, 
at  this  place,  is  about  300  yards  wide,  enclosed  in 
high  banks.  The  dam  is  in  a straight  line  across 
the  river.  The  lower  side  is  built  of  heavy  timber, 
laid  up  in  cob-work,  and  presenting  a perpendicu- 
lar front  of  900  feet  in  length,  and  30  in  height. 
From  the  cob-work,  rafters  are  laid  up  the  stream, 
70  feet  in  length,  and  the  whole  is  closely  planked 
and  covered  with  gravel  to  the  depth  of  from  five 
to  twelve  feet.  At  the  east  end  of  the  dam  is  the. 
feeder,  to  conduct  the  water  into  the  canal,  about 
half  a mile  distant. 

“The  water  is  let  into  the  feeder  by  means  of  a 
guard-lock,  of  great  strength.  When  we  saw  it^ 
the  water  was  running  into  the  feeder  with  a rapid 
current.  The  whole  body  of  this  mighty  river  is 
thus  piled  to  the  height  of  thirty  feet  above  its  com- 
mon level;  and  here  the  grand  division  lakes  place, 
one  portion  tumbling  over  this  immense  pile  of 
timber,  in  an  unbimken  sheet  of  nine  hundred  feet 
in  length,  dashing  on  the  rocks  below  with  a vio- 
lence that  creates  a surface  white  as  the  drifted 
snow,  and  a noise  that  completely  stuns  the  ear; 
but,  at  length,  resuming  its  composure  ayd  sereni- 
ty, winding  its  way  down  its  natural  channel  to  the 
ocean,  at  New  York;  while  the  other  portion  glides 
peacefully  and  silently  through  an  artificial  river, 
into  lake  Champlain,  from  thence,  through  its  out- 
let into  the  St.  Lawrence,  and,  finally,  passing  un- 
der the  towering  walls  of  Quebec,  mixes  with  the 
brine  of  the  Atlantic. 

The  distance  between  New-York  and  Quebec  is 
not  less  than  40Q  miles;  and  yet  the  waters  of  the 
Hudson,  which  where  intended  by  nature  to  dis- 
charge themselves  at  the  former  place;  are,  by  the 
perseverance  of  human  industry,  turned  lYom  their 
course,  and  made  to  traverse  this  long  and  unnatu- 
ral distance,  to  find  a resting  place  in  the  bosom  of 
(he  Atlantic,  in  the  frigid  regions  of  the  north.” 
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Reventte.  The  duties  seemed  at  the  port  of  New 
York  for  the  last  quarter  of  1821  and  tUe  two  ex- 
pired quarters  of  1822,  asuounted  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  g7,62J,G78;  and  it  is  estimated  that  the  3rd 
quarter  of  the  present  year  will  not  be  less  than 
'S2, 500,000- -together  §10,125,678;  and,  on  these 
facts,  it  js  supposed  that  t!ie  revenue,  from  tins 
source,  will  exceed  the  esiimates  of  the  secretaiy  ot 
the  treasury  in  the  sum  of  about  six  millior-s  of  dol- 
lars. Th'S  has  been  called  “good  news  for  the  go. 
’oernmeni.**  VVe  are  sorry  to  see  that  any  distinc- 
tion is  drawn  between  wliat  is  good  for  the  govern- 
ment and  what  is  good  for  the  people.  VVe  shall  pay 
dearly  for  this  good. 

But  does  it  not  prove  what  I have  always  assert- 
ed, that  we  rest  as  on  the  chapter  of  accidents  to 
get  along — that  there  is  no  solidity  in  our  manner  of 
collecting  the  ways  and  means  of  government — that 
they  rise  up  or  tumble  down,  liap  hazard — that  no 
calculation  is  to  be  made  upon  them?  If  what  is 
anticipatcwl  is  realized,  the  secretary’s  calculations 
will  be  wrong  in  the  amount  of  about  Juruj  per  cent. 
)t  is  no  fault  in  him— it  only  shews  the  wretched  un- 
certainty that  prevails,  and  which  must  prevail,  so 
long  as  we  depend  u',\  foreign  nations  for  the  means 
of  revenue — so  long  as  we  place  no  reliance  on  our- 
selves. 

Health.  Neither  the  alarm,  nor  the  fever,  has 
j’et  abated  at  New  York — but  the  cases  of  the  lat- 
ter are  so  lew  as  not,  in  our  opinion,  to  have  justi- 
fied the  former.  A high  billious  fever,  of  the  same 
type,  we  suppose,  has  existed  in  Baltimore  for  se- 
veral w6eks— and,  last  week,  46  persons  died  of  it; 
but  tlie  disease  with  us  is  universally  believed  to  be 
heal,  and  the  people  remain  at  their  homes  without 
any  degree  of  alarm,  except  in  a small  district  at 
present  believed  to  be  poisoned — though  the  new 
cases,  we  are  happy  to  learn,  are  daily  reducing  in 
number.  Many  persons  have  died  at  Louisville, 
Ky.  of  the  same  disorder — eleven  in  one  week;  and 
I’ensacoi'*,  iiTtherto  regarded  as  one  of  the  healthi- 
est spots  in  America,  has  been  severely  affected  by 
it — 15  persons  are  said  to  have  been  buried  in  one 
morning;  the  city  was  deserted. 

Support  oe  the  poor.  When  last  week  we  spoke 
of  the  richly  endowed  hospitals  and  other  establish- 
ments for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  England,  we  re- 
probated those  systems  that  made  paupers  to  Jill  them; 
believing  it  far  better  to  provide  employment  by 
tvhich  persons  may  maintain  themselves  in  indepen- 
dence and  comfort,  than  to  furnish  means  for  af- 
fording them  a beggarly  and  mean  subsistence.  A 
letter  from  a gentleman  resident  at  or  near  Williams- 
burg, O.  addressed  to  the  editor,  says — “perhaps 
it  may  be  gratifying  to  you  to  know  that  there  is 
one  ‘sequestered  nook’  where  the  people  are  not 
oppressed  with  poor  taxes.  have  no  preten- 
sions to  wealth  here;  but,  for  the  eighteen  years  tliat 
1 have  resided  in  this  place,  I have  not  paid  or  been 
charged  one  cent  for  the  support  of  the  poor.  It  is 
provided  by  the  laws  of  our  state,  that  assessments 
shall  be  made  in  the  various  townships,  if  necessary, 
for  maintaining  the  poor — and  our  township,  at  the 
last  census,  contained  eleven  hundred  and  seventy- 
^ven  persons.”  There  arc  hot  any  paupers 
' VoL.  XXIin- — 5. 


Now,  surely,  this  is  a much  more  pir-asit  g .lUicie 
of  informalioii,  than  if  the  gei.tle.man  had  s-*uj — -we 
are  buiidiug  a magnificent  poor  house,  150  feel  long, 
40  broad  and  4 stories  high^for  the  accommodation  uj 
three  hundred  miserub  e people. 

Cornwallis.  From  Dr,  O’Meara’s  “Voice  from 
Si.  Helt  nu:'*’  “Cornwallis,”  said  Napoleon,  “v  ius 
a man  of  probity:  a generous  and  sincere  cha- 
racter; un  Ires  brave  hoinrne.  He  was  the  man  who 
lirst  gave  me  a good  o])inion  of  the  English;  his 
integrity,  fidelity  and  frankness,  and  the  noble- 
ness of  his  sentiments,  impre.«!sed  me  with  a very 
favorable  opinion  of  him.  I recollect  Cornwaffis 
saying  one  day,  ‘there  are  certain  qualities  wi.ich 
may  be  bought,  but  a good  character,  sincerity,  a 
proper  pride  and  calmness  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
are  not  to  be  purchased.’  These  words  made  an 
impression  upon  me.  I gave  him  a regiment  of 
cavalry  to  amuse  himself  with  at  Amiens,  wtiich 
used  to  manoeuvre  before  him.  The  officers  of  it 
loved  him  much.  I do  not  believe  that  he  was  a 
man  of  first  rate  abilities,  but  he  had  talent,  great 
probiiy  and  sincerity.  He  never  broke  his  word. 
At  Amiens,  the  treaty  was  ready,  and  was  to  be 
signed  by  him  at  the  Hotel  de  la  Ville,  at  9 o’clock. 
Something  happened  which  prevented  him  from 
going;  but  he  sent  word  to  the  French  ministers, 
that  they  might  consider  tJie  treaty  as  having  been 
signed,  and  that  he  would  sign  it  tlie  following  day. 
A courier  from  England  arrived  at  night,  with  di- 
rections  for  him  to  refuse  his  consent  to  certain  arti- 
cles, and  not  to  sign  the  treaty.  Though  Cornwal- 
lis  had  not  signed  it,  and  might  easily  have  availed 
himself  of  this  order,  he  was  a man  of  such  strict 
honor,  that  he  said  he  considered  his  promise  tube 
equivalent  to  his  signature,  and  wrote  to  his  go- 
vernment that  he  had  promised,  and  that,  having 
once  pledged  his  word,  he  would  keep  it — that,  it* 
they  were  not  satisfied,  they  might  refuse  to  ratify 
the  treaty.  There  was  a man  of  honor,  a true  Eng- 
lishman. Such  a man  as  Cornwallis  ought  to  have 
been  sent  here,  instead  of  a compound  of  falsehood, 
suspicion  and  meanness.  1 was  much  grieved  when 
I heard  of  his  death  Some  of  his  family  occasion- 
ally wrote  to  me,  to  request  favors  for  some  prison- 
ers, which  I always  complied  with.” 

Bonaparte’s  opinion  respecting  tJte  conquest  of  Tin^» 
key, — In  the  course  of  a few  years  Russia  will  have 
Constantinople,  the  greatest  part  of  Turkey,  and 
all  Greece.  This  1 hold  to  be  as  certain,  as  if  it 
had  already  taken  place.  Almost  all  the  cajoling 
and  flattering  which  Alexander  practised  towards 
me,  was  to  gain  my  consent  to  effect  this  object. 
I would  not  consent,  foreseeing  that  the  equilibri- 
um of  Europe  would  be  destroyed.  In  the  natural 
course  of  things,  in  a few  years,  Turkey  must  fall  to 
Russia.  The  greatest  part  of  her  population  are 
Greeks,  who  you  may  say  are  Russians.  The  pow- 
ers it  would  injure,  and  who  could  oppose  it,  are 
England,  France,  Prussia  and  Austria.  Now,  as  to 
Austria,  it  will  be  very  easy  for  Russia  to  engage 
her  assistance,  b^  giving  her  Servia,  and  other  pro- 
vinces bordering  upon  the  Austrian  dominions, 
reaching  near  to  Constantinople.  The  only  Hypb- 
theBisj  that  France  and  Bn^lanil  may  ever  be  srffied 
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witli  sincerit)',  will  be  in  order  to  prevent  this.  But, 
even  this  alliance  would  not  avail;  France,  England 
and  Prussia,  united,  cannot  prevent  it.  Uussia  and 
Austria  can  at  any  time  elFect  it. — A voice  from  St. 
Helena. 

WoRTu!  The  following  pointed  paragraph,  we 
notice  as  placed  at  the  head  of  a sfiarrin^  article  in 
a Fredencktown  new'spaper— 

“Why,  fellow!  do  you  not  know  that  I rise  every 

morning  w’orth thousand  pounds?*'  “No," 

answered  the  countryman,  archly,  “I  really  did  not 

exactly  know  till  you  told  me;  but,  by ! that  is 

all  you  arc  worth."  [Jo/m  Harriot. 

Tehnesser.  At  the  late  extra  session  of  the  le- 
gislature of  I’ennessee,  an  act  was  passed  to  amend 
the  laws  concerning  marriages.  'No  white  man  to 
intertnaify  with  a negro,  mulatto,  or  mustee,  or 
any  person  of  mixed  blood,  bond  or  free;  till  the 
third  generation,  under  the  penalty  of  ^500;  no 
minister  of  the  gospel,  or  justice,  to  marry  such 
persons  under  the  penalty  of  ^500;  and  tlie  said 
pretended  marriages  so  celebrated  shall  be  null 
and  void — If  any  white  man  shall  live  with  a negro, 
&c  as  man  and  wife,  he  shall  forfeit  ^500,  and 
shall  be  indicted  in  a circuit  or  county  court,  and 
punished  at  the  discretion  of  the  court;  no  clerk 
shall  issue  such  licens  e under  the  penalty  of  $^500, 
and  be  subject  to  be  indicted  and  punished  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court. 

Tue  C'.ttok  ]>rANrFACTouT  at  Waltham,  is  owned 
by  gentlemen  of  Boston,  and  is  unquestionably  the 
most  extensive  of  any  cne  in  the  United  States.  We 
have  heard  it  slated  that  the  capital  is  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars-.  About  500  workmen  are  employ- 
ed, (but  few  boys  or  girls),  nearly  all  of  horn  are 
Americans.  The  weekly  expenses  are  about  §2000, 
which  amount  to  upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  \\\  2,  y^env.  There  are  manufactured  thirty -five 
thousand  yards  of  cloth  in  a week,  or,  in  a year,  one 
million  egihl  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  yards! 
which  cloth,  for  shirting  and  sheeting,  is  daily  gain- 
ing credit  in  every  section  of  the  union.  The  ma- 
chinery, too,  is,  in  many  respects,  superior  to  the 
English;  so  that  this  extensive  establishment  may 
emphatically  be  styled  the  pride  of  America. 

Pirates.  From  the  Charleston  City  Gazette. — The 
late  handsome  exploit  of  captain  Gregory  and  his 
gallant  crew,  recalls  to  our  mind  an  achievment  of 
similar  effect  and  courage,  which  took  place  during 
the  early  history  of  our  state.  We  should,  indeed, 
rejoice,  if  the  United  States,  in  general,  could  re- 
ceive from  the  latter  event,  the  same  benefit  that 
South  Carolina  did  from  the  former.  But,  in  those 
times,  there  was  ratb«r  more  expedition  in  the 
punishment  of  certain  offenders,  than  our  present 
.policy  exhibits. 

“1718. — Though  the  pirates  on  the  island  of  Pro- 
vidence were  crushed,  those  of  North  Carolina  still 
remained,  and  were  eqiJally  troublesome.  Vane, 
who  escaped  from  captain  Rogers,  had  taken  two 
ships  bound  from  Charleston  to  London.  A pirate 
sloop  of  ten  guns,  commanded  by  Steed  Bonnet, 
and  another,  commanded  by  Richard  Worley,  had 
taken  possession  of  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  river, 
which  place  was  now  the  principal  refuge  of  the 
pirates.  Their  station  there  was  so  convenient  for 
blocking  up  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  that  the 
trade  of  the  colony  was  greatly  obstructed.  No 
•sooner  had  one  crew  left  the  coast  than  another 
appeared;  ap  that  S9iix^|ly  on^  sfcip,  coming  in 


going  out,  escaped  them.  To  check  their  insolence, 
governor  Johnson  fitted  out  a ship  of  force,  gave 
the  command  of  it  to  William  libctL,  and  sent  him 
to  sea  for  the  prolection  of  trade.  Rhett  had  scarce- 
ly got  over  the  bar  when  Steed  Boniiett  spied  him, 
and,  sensible  of  l:is  own  inferiority,  made  for  his 
refuge  into  Cape  Fear  river.  I'hitber  Rhett  follow- 
ed him,  took  the  sloop,  and  brought  the  command- 
er and  about  thirty  men  to  Charleston. 

“Soon  after  this  governor  Johnson  embarked  and 
sailed  in  pursuit  of  t!-c  other  sloop  of  six  guns, 
commanded  by  Richard  Worley,  which,  after  a 
desperate  engagement,  was  also  taken.  The  pirates 
fougi.t  till  they  were  all  killed  or  wounded,  except 
Worley  and  another  man,  who  even  then  refused  to 
surrerider  until  they  were  dangerously  wounded. 
I'he  governor  brought  these  two  men,  together 
with  their  sloop,  into  Charleston,  where  they  were 
instantly  tried,  condemned  and  executed,  to  pre- 
vent  their  dying  of  their  wounds.  Steed  Bojinett 
and  his  crew  were  also  tried  atid  condemned.  Willi 
the  exception  of  one  man,  *8111,  amounting  nearly 
to  forty,  were  banged  and  buried  on  White  Point,* 
below  high  water  mark.  Governor  Johnson,  for- 
merly a popular  man,  was  now  become  more  so  by 
his  bold  and  successful  expedition  against  the  pi- 
rates. The  coast  was  now  happily  cleared,  and  no 
pirates  afterwards  ventured  to  sea  in  that  quarter." 

[JJr.  Ransay,Vi\mo.  1718. 

A .British  kishop.  A letter  dated  London,  July 
26,  says — 

“A  most  extraordinary  case  has  occurred,  which 
occupies  the  conversations  of  all  descriptions  of 
people,  for  a week  past.  The  right  reverend  l ev- 
cy  Jocelyn,  bishop  of  Cloglier,  whose  income  from 
his  bishopric  exceeds  15,O00/.  sterling  per  annum, 
has  been  brought  up  before  the  magistracy  charged 
with  an  infa^nous  crime,  and  not|fit  for  any  son  of  a 
woman  to  name.  His  coadjutor  in  this  affair  is  a 
private  soldier.  'Fhe  affair  was  carried  about  from 
mouth  to  mouth  for  three  or  four  days,  and  the  ut- 
most pains  taken  to  prevent  the  publication  in  any 
paper.  Several  of  the  prints  got  sums  of  money 
to  exclude  any  account  of  it;  but  one  weekly  paper, 
the  Observer,  c^rae.  out  with  the  whole  case,  names 
of  parties,  and  all.  r 

*‘The  right  reverend  bishop,  it  appears,  was  held 
to  bail,  and  has  since  taken  leg-bail,  and  passed,  it 
seems,  to  Hamburg.  The  soldier,  however,  was 
committed,  bail  being  refused  for  him. 

“It  appears  that  this  churchman  has  such  power- 
ful family  connections  in  England,  that  the  business 
would  have  been  hushed  up,  if  the  press  could  be 
silenced;  but  it  seems  the  present  is  not  the  first 
occasion  in  which  the  prelate  has  disgraced  his 
species,  his  functions,  and  human  and  divine  laws. 

“About  seventeen  years  ago,  when  the  present 
lord  chief  justice  of  the  king’s  bench  in  Ireland, 
then  C.  K.  Bushe,  esq.  was  solicitor  general,  he 
was^counsel  for  this  bishop,  who  was,  at  that  time, 
bishop  of  Ferns,  in  Ireland,  and  the  bishop  was  the 
prosecutor  of  a respectable  man,  by  the  name  of 
Richard  Byrne;  this  man  (Byrne)  had  been  in  af- 
fluent circumstances,  and  reduced  below  mediocri- 
ty, but  with  the  fairest  unblemished  reputation,  un- 
til the  bishop  of  Ferns  brought  an  accusation  against 
him  of  an  attempt  to  commit^an  infamous,  crime,  or 
to  seduce  this  chaste  bishop  to  its  commission.  In 
short,  Byrne  was  prosecuted,  and,  upon  the  sole 
testimony  of  the  right  reverend  Percy  Jocelyn, 

♦White  Point  is  sand  reef  nigU  the  battery 
jor  pul^lic  White. 
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bishop  of  Ferns,  he  was  found  "uilty,  and  so  vehe- 
ment was  general  indignation  against  Fyrne,  that, 
not  content  with  the  ordinary  executioner,  the  she- 
riff was  induced  to  procure  the  stoutest  drummer 
that  could  be  found  in  the  garnsun  of  Dublin,' to 
inflict  the  punishment  of  whipping,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate Bynie  was  actually,  at  the  tail  of  a cart, 
whipped  on  the  bare  back  from  Newgate  to  the 
lioyal  Exchange,  and  his  body  presented  a gore  of 
lacerated  Htsh,  and  his  lowergarments  were  cover- 
ed with  his  blood.  lie  suffered  the  brutal  punish- 
ment without  a groan;  and  when  he  was  returned 
to  the  prison,  he  addressed  himself  to  llie  olflcers, 
and  calmjy  but  solemnly  declared  himself  innocent 
of  the  charge  for  which  he  had  been  thus  punished; 
burst  into  tears,  the  first  he  had  shed,  and  retired 
to  his  dungeon.  It  is  not  known  to  me  whether  he 
was  transported  or  not;  at  least,  it  is  not  known 
where  he  now  is.  'fhe  detection  of  this  noble 
shepherd  has  revealed  the  trifold  atrocity.  Byrne 
constantly  alleged  that  the  bisiiop  threatened  to 
accuse  if  Bynife  should  refuse  to  comply  with  his 
infamous  desires;  he  spurned  the  threat,  the  bisliop 
kept  Ills  word  and  perjured  his  soul.  But  the  vile- 
iiess  of  his  foul  diaracter  has  at  length  hrotight 
Iiim  tdthe  eye  of  justice,  and  poor  Byrne,  perliaps 
dead  of  a broken  heart,  has  not  remained  to  see 
himself  jti.-tified. 

“The  bishop  of  Clogher  has  left  his  bail,  and  the 
])oasted  justice  of  this  country  has  been  prostituted 
to  his  escape,  wliile  the  miserable  associate  of  his 
crime,  because  he  was  not  a bishop,  nor  possessed 
of  13,000/.  a year,  is  in  a dungeon,  and  Ins  escape 
is  not  probable,  as  he  has  no  family  interests.” 

A London  paper  adds — ’‘As  soon  as  the  matter 
connected  with  the  disgraceful  conduct  of  a certain 
bishop  came  to  the  knowledge  of*the  home  depart- 
ment, the  particulars  were  submitted  to  the  crown 
lawyers;  and,  according  their  advice,  if  the  crimi- 
nal do  not  resign,  recourse  is  to  be  had  to  the  so- 
lemn process  of  episcopal  deprivatian . The  attor- 
ney general  will  also  officially  prosecute  the  parties 
at  the  Middlesex  sessions,  either  to  trial,  or,  if  they 
evade  that,  to  outlawry. 

“The  bishop  of  Clogher  is  a member  of  the 
Society  tor  the  Suppression  of  Vice.  His  last  sub- 
scription w'as  251  ” 

The  Dublin  Evening  Post,  speaking  of  Byrne, 
says— “There  was  a report  t^iat  the  man  prosecuted 
by  the  bishop  of  Clogher  was  dead.  He  had  suf- 
fered the  agonies  of  a thousand  deaths;  but  be  is 
still  living  His  crime  was  the  whispering  of  a re- 
port that  the  miscreant,  who  is  at  length  detected, 
liad  attempted  to  perpetrate  a certain  atrocity  in 
this  country.  About  11  years  ago,  he  lived  as  a 
coachman  in  tlve  service  of  the  hon.  John  Jocelyn, 
of  Dundalk,  and  after  quitting  his  service,  was  met 
in  Dublin  by  his  hon.  and  right  reverend  brother, 
who  was  then  bishop  of  Ferns,  when  the  horrid 
circumstance  which  he  disclosed  came  to  his  know- 
ledge; but  to  prevent  his  proceeding  in  the  neces- 
sary prosecution,  he  was  thrown  into  prison,  and 
although  he  offered  respectable  bail,  it  was  reject- 
ed. He  had  two  letters  in  his  possession,  written 
to  him  by  a confidential  servant  of  the  bishop,  named 
Leonard,  and  at  the  bishop’s  desire,  requesting  him 
to  conceal  tlie  fact  from  his  brother;  these  letters 
were  taken  from  him  by  stratagem,  and  he,  being 
thus  deprived  of  the  only  documents  by  which  he 
could  support  his  charge  against  the  bishop,  was 
brought  to  trial  for  defamation  and  found  guilty. 
The  sentence  was'" two  year’s  imprisonment,  and 
two  or  three  floggings.  The  incarceration  was  fully 
completed  and  ended,  and  under  one  flogging  hV 


bled  and  tortured  until  the  last  spark  of  life  and 
feeling  liad  nearly  become  extinct.  When  he  re» 
covered,  and  was  on  the  eve  of  getting  a second 
flogging,  a steward  of  the  monster  came  to  him  and 
offered  a remission  of  the  impending  punishment, 
on  the  condition  of  Byrne’s  signing  a written  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  having  been  guilty  of  slaniler 
and  falsehood.  Who,  that  was  not  prepaV.  d to  die 
of  the  agonies  of  the  rack,  could  refuse  a signature 
under  such  circumstances?  The  poor  creatfire,  it 
may  be  supposed,  was  not  slow  in  putting  his  trem- 
bling hand  to  the  paper— and  he  was  mercifully 
spared  a punishment,  of  which  it  was  a thousand  to 
one  lie  would  not  have  survived  the  infliction. 
Byrne  is  a native  of  Maynooth,  and  a man,  though 
he  had  been  a servant,  of  some  education,  and  very 
decent  parentage.  He  has,  for  some  years  back, 
supported  a numerous  family,  by  driving  job 
coaches  for  Collins,  in'Denzille-street;  but  having 
lately  met  with  an  accident  in  that  employment,  he 
has  been  obliged  to  go  into  an  hospital;  and  his  un- 
happy wife  and  children,  thus  deprived  of  liis  sup- 
port, are  now  languishing  in  misery  in  South  Cum- 
berland-street.” 

Another  paper  gives  the  following  additional 
particulars  relative  to  the  unfortunate  Byrne — “VVe 
have  stiitedthat  this  unfortunate  man  consented  to 
sign  an  acknowledgment  of  his  guilt  after  the  first 
flogging.  VVe  have  learned,  since  our  last,  that  he 
did  not  yield  until  after  repeated  menaces  of  utter 
destruction,  and  until  his  wife  and  four  children 
were  brought  to  his  dungeon,  and  had  thrown  them, 
selves  on  their  knees,  and  actually  -ivept  him  into 
acquiescence.  ‘This,’  said  the  poor  creature,  point- 
ing to  the  miserable  group  that  surrounded  him,  ‘I 
cannot  stand;  give  me  the  paper,  Mr.  Sheriff,  (Harty 
or  James,  we  know  not  which),  but  mind,/«nj  about 
to  put  my  name  to  a falsehood!! 

Ccnious  TYPOoKAPHicAt  EjfRoii. — Tile  Celebrat- 
ed printer,  Henri  Ettiene,  son  of  Robert,  (both 
known  in  the  learned  world  by  the  name  of  Stepha- 
mis,)  once  engaged  in  the  printing  of  a splendid 
quarto  Missal.  The  great  number  of  suoscribers 
seemed  likely  to  make  ample  compensation  for  the 
heavy  expense  required  by  the  undertaking.  After 
the  sheets  had  been  corrected  with  the  utniosi  care, 
the  work  was  printed  off,  splendidly  bound,  and  de- 
livered to  the  subscribers.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
describe  the  astonishment  of  the  learned  printer, 
when  one  copy  after  another,  was  returned  to  him, 
till  all  were  sent  back.  He  inquired  the  reason  of  this 
extraordinary  circumstance,  and  was  informed, 
that  in  one  place  the  compositor  had  put  Id  le  pretre 
otera  sa  calotte — (here  the  priest  will  take  of  fiis 
breeches),  instead  of  Calotte,  (small  black  cap),  and 
the  error  escaped  the  correctors  of  the  press.  In 
vain  did  the  poor  printer  offer  to  make  a cancel; 
tiie  subscribers  who  were  almost  ail  ecclesiastics, 
positively  refused  to  take  the  work  en  any  terms. 
This  unfortunate  affair  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
and  the  chief  cause  of  the  derangement  which  af- 
terwards cause  Henri  Ettiene  to  be  confined  mtlie 
Lunatic  Hospital  at  Lyons,  where  he  died  in  1698,- 
There  is  a copy  of  the  Miss  il,  with  this  unlucky  er- 
ror, in  the  royal  library  at  Baris.  Anon. 

FOHEfOJT  NEWS. 

A congress  of  sovereigns  was  to  be  held  at  Tienna 
in  September  last;  but  it  was  supposed  thnt  its  sit- 
tings would  be  transferred  to  Florence,  as  being 
mure  convenient,  perhaps,  to  a vepulation  of  ibe 
artairs  of  Italy,  Spain,  &c. 
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Great  Britain  and  L eland.  The  things  that  are 
to  be  done  on  the  king’s  arrival  in  Scotland  are  so 
supremely  ridiculous,  as  forcibly  to  bring  to  mind 
the  old  saying,  that  “men  are  only  boys  of  larger 
growth.”  If  such  things  happened  among  tliose 
wJio  are  called  savages,  every  body  would  laugh  at 
them.  As  examples,  take  the  following — the  “pur- 
veyor of  the  king”  has  eistabli.shed  an  extensive 
dairy,  to  supply  his  majesty  with  cream  and  butter; 
but  the  wlioie  of  the  milk  and  butter  milk  is  to  be 
dislributcd  among  the  poor,  “by  order  of  his  majes- 
ty!” No  gentleman  can  be  presented  in  a Highland 
dress,  “unless  be  is  armed  with  steel  wrought  pis- 
tols, broad  sword  and  dirk.”  A lady’s  tnil^  or 
train,  is  to  be  four  yards  long;  this  is  to  be  drop- 
ped as  she  enters  the  circle  of  tlie  king,  the  lord 
in  waiting  is  to  hold  it  up  until  this  awful  moment! 
She  is  to  make  a curtsie—the  king  to  rise  and  kiss 
heron  the  cheek — then  she  retires  backward  until 
she  is  out  of  the  circle,  &c.  It  is  expected  that 
these  long  tails  will  cause  many  laughable  embar- 
rassments. The  ladies  are  to  wear  nine  feathers  in 
their  head  dress.  How  funny  this  must  be,  when 
we  recollect  the  laughter  caused  at  the  drawing 
room  at  Washington  last  winter,  on  account  of  a 
great  Indian  warrior  being  present,  who  had  only 
one  featlier  stuck  in  his  hair,  and  that  was  a little  one 
— from  the  tail  of  a dunghill  fowl' 

The  church!— -We  mentioned  the  fact  some  time 
ago,  about  a certain  priest  being  put  in  possession 
of  a pulpit  by  a party  of  dragoons.  The  following 
account  of  subsequent  events  at  the  church,  are 
copied  from  a Liverpool  paper.  “Affairs  at  this 
place  of  worship  have  never  yet  resumed  their 
wonted  aspect,  since  the  late  dispute.  The  officiat- 
ing,  clergyman  cannot  restore  due  subordination 
among  the  auxiliaries.  Last  Sunday  al'ternoon,  the 
refractory  singers  were  informed  that  other  sing- 
ers had  been  appointed,  and  that  they  must  quit 
their  pew.  They  resisted  the  mandate,  claiming  a 
right  to  their  seat;  but  said,  that  if  a little  singing 
was  all  that  was  required,  it  should  be  offered. 
They  accordingly  struck  up  the  119th  psalm,  and 
actually  sung  the  vvhole  of  that  long  composition, 
consisting  of  176  versw,  and  we  need  scarcely  say 
it  lasted  till  7 o’clock  in  the  evening.  How  the 
clergyman  endured  the  detention,  or  how  the  ser- 
vice afterwards  proceeded,  we  have  not  been  in- 
formed.” 

The  character  of  Castlereagh  is  severely  drawn 
in  many  of  the  British  papers.  As  a public  man, 
surely,  he  was  about  the  most  profligate  person  that 
ever  lived,  paying  no  sort  of  regard  to  the  means 
to  accomplish  an  object.  He  began  his  political 
career  with  open  perjury,  pursued  it  with  fiend- 
like assiduity,  and  closed  it  with  an  act  of  justice  on 
himself;  the  firsts  in  the  belief  of  some,  that  he 
everi  performed.  There  is  much  conversation  about 
his  successor  in  the  ministry. 

It  was  believed  in  the  best  informed  political 
circles,  that  sir  Charles  Steuart  will  succeed  lord 
Londonderry,  as  foreign  secretary.  But  it  is  stat- 
ed that  lord  Liverpool  intends  tp  make  it  a sine 
qua  non  that  Mr.  Canning  shall  have  the  manage- 
ment of  the  house  of  commons. 

The  London  Gazette  of  Tuesday  the  6th  instant, 
informs  us  that  “the  lord  Chamberlain  has  appoint- 
ed  the  hon.  William  Pole  Tilney  Long  Wellesley 
gentleman  usher  daily  waiter  to  his  majesty.”  Thus, 
after  extravagantly  squandering  his  wife’s  immense 
fortune,  he  may  return  from  his  covert  in  France 
without  fear  of  arrest  by  his  creditors.  A worthy 
application  of  the  royal  patronage! 

A meetiii^  has  been  beljd  at  Edinburgh,  and  was 


well  attended,  to  afford  relief  to  the  suffering 
Greeks;  and  the  Dutch  journals  announce  that  sub- 
scriptions for  the  relief  of  the  Irish  continue  to  be 
received  by  the  church  wardens  of  Amsterdam. 

T he  new  marriage  act,  it  appears,  is  so  bewil- 
dered with  legal  jargon,  teclmiculities,  and  tauto- 
logy, that  many  persons,  who  have  been  joined  in 
wedlock,  complain  that  they  really  cannot  decide, 
from  perusing  it,  whctl)er  thry  are  married  o*'  not. 

The  Glasgow  ‘rigate  was  aboiit  to  leave  Calcutta 
for  England  with  the  marquis  of  Hastings  and  suite. 
It  waslobring55lacsof  rupeesin  silver,  (2,750,00CF/. 
sterling),  and  the  Ganges,  from  Bombay,  was  also 
expected  with  45  lacs  of  rupees,  (2,250,000/.  ster- 
ling), on  account  of  the  East  India  company,  and 
sundry  British  merchants. 

The  brig  Beaver  arrived  at  Portsmouth,  (Eng.) 
on  the  8th  of  August,  from  Soutli  America,  last 
from  Rio  Janeiro,  with  600,000  dollars. 

A steam  boat,  caked  the  Rising  Star,  of  70  horse 
power,  and  400  tons,  had  sailed  from  England  for 
South  America. 

The  largest  plate  glass  manufactory  in  London,' 
near  the  western  entrance  of  the  London  docks,  has 
been  destroyed  by  lire.  Loss  estimated  at  100,000 
pounds  sterling. 

Thorogood,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Times 
Coach  from  Norwich  to  London,  has  actually  driven 
the  distance,  186  miles,  and  been  in  both  those 
cities  every  daiu  for  more  than  a twelvemonth. 

American  stocks  at  London,  Aug.  13— 3’s,  68 
5’s,  95  to  95|;  6’s,  (according  to  date,  the  latest 
redeemable  being  highest  in  price),  92A  to  99;  7’s, 
94 — all  with  dividend  from  1st  July.  U.  S.  bank 
shares,  22/. 

Spain.  The  feelings  of  the  French  soldiery* 
may  be  estimated  from  the  following  circumstance: 

When  the  victory  of  the  national  militia  and  re- 
gulars at  Madrid,  over  the  king’s  guards,  was  an- 
nounced on  the  French  frontiers,  the  French  army- 
forming  the  so  called  Cordon  Sanitaire,  gave  a gene-? 
ral  shout  of  acclamation  expressive  of  their  joy  at 
the  event.  A bad  omen  this  for  the  French  go- 
vernment, should  that  army  be  ordered  to  march 
into  Spain. 

There  appears  to  have  been  an  entire  change  in 
the  Spanish  ministry,  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of 
the  people,  and  much  good  is  expected  from  it. 

Russia.  A St.  Petersburg  paper  of  July  20,  has  the 
following  paragraphs: 

The  regiments  of  the  guards  continue  to  arrive 
successively.  At  the  end  of  the  month  they  will 
be  assembled  for  a grand  review  near  Petersburg. 

The  Persian  ambassador,  Mizra  Saleh,  has  arriv- 
ed in  this  city. 

The  institutes  of  the  Russian  law,  published  by 
command  of  the  emperor,  by  the  legislative  com- 
mittee, begins  aa  follows^ 

Sec.  1.  The  sovereign,  as  autocrat,  is  the  source 
of  all  political  and  civil  power.  The  first  princi- 
ple which  serves  the  Russian  monarch  as  a guide  in 
the  exercise  of  this  power  is  declared  in  the  act  of 
the  holy  alliance. 

Turkey.  Napoli  cle  Romania,  which  was  lately 
surrendered  to  the  Greeks,  is  not  only  the  strong- 
est place  in  the  Morea,but  of  all  European  Turkey, 
and  a most  important  acquisition  to  the  patriots. 
Victory  accompanies  the  standard  of  freedom  in 
Thessaly,  and  Hassan  Pacha  has  been  beaten  with 
the  loss  of  5,000  men.  Among  the  prisoners  taken# 
were  three  beys  and  three  hundred  Saphis.  Six 
British  vessels  were  in  the  fleet  that ’carried  Air 
Bey  and  his  army  to  Candia,  to  kill  off  all  the  Greeks 
—but  some  sense  of  shame  appears  to  have  beep 
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felt  by  tlie  corrirranders  of  tlicm,  when  the  bloody 
work  was  about  to  be  commenced,  and  tlmy  refused 
to  have  any  thing  fiirther  to  do  in  the  all'aif.  TJ»e 
defeat  of  the  barbarians  has  already  l)een  mention 
ed.  The  account  of  the  glorious  victory  of  the 
Greeks  over  Chourschid  Pacha,  near  Patras,  is  am- 
ply confirmed,  and  many  particulars  stated,  llu 
lost  six  pieces  of  cannon  and  left  700  di  ad  on  the 
field — 400  prisoners  were  taken  in  the  pursuit.  The 
Greeks  had  200  killed  and  4.50  wounded.  Coheo 
troni,  the  gallant  chief  of  the  p.atriots,  Was  wounded 
by  a musket  ball  throiigli  his  arm,  but  not  danger- 
ously. He  has  20,000  men  under  his  command  On 
the  day  after  tins  battle,  pursuing  his  victory,  he 
captured  the  castle  of  More.  'I  ke  Greeks  took 
225  pieces  of  cannon  and  a large  qirantiiy  of  small 
arms,  at  Napoli  de  Romania. 

Capitulation  of  the  citadel  cf  Jithfns,  (.Tune  21), 
agreed  upon  between  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
provisional  supreme  government  of  Greece,  llie 
cotinsellors  of  Athens,  and  the  commanders  of  tl.e 
Turks,  besieged  in  the  citadel  of  Athens,  wliich, 
reduced  by  the  Greeks  to  the  hist  e.xtremity,  sent 
deputies  to  propose  to  capiluh.te. 

1.  'Phe  Turks  shall  deliver  their  arms  to  the 
Greeks  without  any  reserve. 

2.  The  Greeks  shall  preserve,  with  all  their  pow- 
er, the  honor  and  lives  of  the  Turks. 

3.  Each  Turkish  family  sliall  take  their  effecis, 
beds,  clothes,  &c. 

4.  Of  the  gold,  silver,  pearls  and  jewels,  the 
Turks  shall  keep  half  of  all  that 'is  belonging  to 
them,  excepting  such  as  may  have  been  taken  from 
the  cliristians. 

5.  All  the  Turks  who  wish  to  remain  in  Athens 
will  be  granted  the  right  of  residence,  and  (or  all 
who  wish  to  pass  to  Asia,  the  Grecian  government 
will  procure  European  vessels  to  convey  them,  and 
pay  and  provision  them. 

^ Signed  with  52  names. 

Jlfrica.  The  boats  of  the  British  ships  Iphigenia 
and  Myrmidon,  after  a smart  action  in  the  river 
Bonny,  captured  the  following  vessels:  the  French 
brig  Vigilante,  240  tons,  four  guns,  thirty  men,  343 
slaves;  French  brig  Petite  Betsey,  148  tons,  four 
guns,  twenty  five  men,  218  slaves;  French  brigan- 
tine L’Ursule,  100  tons,  four  guns,  twenty-seven 
men,  246  slaves;  Spanish  schooner  Yeanam,  306 
tons,  ten  guns,  fifty  five  men,  380  slaves,  and  ano. 
ther  brig,  which  took  part  in  the  action,  but  she  had 
ijo  cargo  in.  The  state  of  the  unhappy  slaves  on 
board  these  vessels,  it  is  impossible  to  describe; 
some  were  linked  in  shackles  by  the  leg,  in  pairs; 
some  of  them  were  bound  in  cords;  and  many  of 
them  had  their  arms  so  lacerated  that  the  flesh  was 
completely  eaten  through!  Another  of  the  inhu- 
man practices  of  their  purchasers  is,  to  flog  them 
until  they  dance  and  eat,  as  an  antidote  to  dejec. 
tion  and  despair,  as,  under  their  feelings,  they  often 
throw  themselves  overboard  in  pairs!  On  board 
one  of  the  captured  vessels,  which  the  crew  de- 
serted on  the  attack  being  made,  a lighted  match 
was  placed  in  the  magazine,  in  wliich  were  several 
barrels  of  gunpowder,  in  the  hope,  no  doubt,  that 
CO  soon  as  the  enemy  boarded,  the  vessel  would 
blow  up  with  them  and  the  300  slaves  who  were 
chained  together  in  the  hold.  Providentially,  one 
of  the  men  discovering  it,  very  cooly  put  his  hand 
under  it,  and  carried  it  safely  on  deck.  On  the  pas- 
sage of  the  prizes  from  the  Benny  river  to  Sierra 
Eeone,  the  fine  schooner  Yeanam,  (drawing  17  feet 
water),  with  500  slaves  on  board,  and  23  seamen, 
upset  in  a tornado,  and  all  in  her  perished,  except. 
Ing  fight  seamen,  who  were  picked  up  five  days 


afterwards  by  the  Mi  nnidon,  in  a state  of  deruige- 
ment,  from  want  of  food,  fhe  number  of  .-.iavt  S 
liberated  by  tlie  cajiture  of  tl.ose  vessel.s  \*  as  1375, 
about  200  of  wliom  died  on  the  passage  la  Sierra 
Leone;  the  others,  (excepting  those  lost  in  the 
schooner),  w ere  lauded  at  that  place. 

[A*.  Kv.  Post. 

[Really — the  trade  in  black  sLives,  carried  on  in 
Africa,  so  far  ns  it.s  amount  goe^  i^,  rpiite  rs  linrrit'le 
us  tliat  in  white  Christian  slaves,  now  so  cxtensiK-*ly 
prevailing  i;i  Europe,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
holy  alliance!] 

ff'esc  Indies.  The  Kingston,  (.Tam.)  Clironicle,  of 
Aug.  3,  fiat's — The  follow  ing  affidavit  dct-.iilsa  most 
lion  id  and  dialiolical  act  of  piracy  and  murder. — 
The  circumstance  has  been  laid  before  tlie  ad.niral, 
at  which  lie  expresseil  great, abhorrence.-  he  .staled, 
lliat  the  first  brig  of  war  he  could  get  hold  of  would 
be  stationed  in  tlie  quarter  wliere  llie  piracy  was 
committed:  and  that  he  was  in  hopes  that  some  of 
our  cruisers  would  capture  one  of  those  scoundrels, 
i to  enable  him  to  make  an  example. 

! [ropTj. 

i Ja?noicn,  &s. 

I Personally  appeared  before  mo,  one  of  hi'  maj's- 
I ty’s  justices  of  the  peace,  Hugh  Hamilton,  mariner, 
who,  being  duly  swern,  maketh  oath,  and  suith,  he 
sailed  as  mate  on  bf>ard  the  sloop  Blessing,  M’m. 
I Smith,  master,  and  had  made  tliree  voyages  from 
Oracabessa,  in  tliis  island,  to  .St.  Jago  de  Guba;  and 
I tliat  in  the  return  of  tiie  fourth  voyage,  about  the 
1 beginning  of  tlie  present  monlli,  (but  cannot  name 
the  day),  were  f.dlen  in  with  by  a long  black  schr. 
with  black  mouldings,  (then),  the  name  of  F.manu- 
td  marked  on  her  stern,  ami  commanded  by  a white 
man,  w’ith  a mixed  crew  of  color  and  countries, 
among  whom  were  English  and  American;  that,  af- 
ter bringing  the  sloop  to,  the  privateer,  or  pirates’ 
boat  came  along  side,  and  took  out  the  captain  and 
his  son,  with  all  the  crew,  and  carried  tliem  on 
board  of  the  schooner,  leaving  the  sloop  in  posses- 
sion of  his  people;  that  he  clemanded  cf  the  cap- 
tain his  money  or  his  life.  The  captain  persisted 
tiiat  Jhe  had  none,  but  proferred  him  the  cargo, 
which  consisted  of  one  hundred  barrels  of  flour, 
and  fifty  tierces  of  corn  meal;  that,  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  not  producing  any  money,  a plank  was  rim 
out  in  the  starboard  side  of  the  schooner,  upon 
whicl)  he  made  captain  Smith  walk,  and  that,  as  he  ap- 
proached to  the  end,  they  tilted  the  ])lank,  when 
lie  dropped  into  the  sea,  and  there,  when  in  the 
efl'ort  of  swimming,  the  captain  called  for  his  .mus. 
ket,  and  fired  at  him  therewith,  when  he  sunk,  and 
was  seen  no  more!  The  res^  of  the  crew  w'ere 
ironed  below’,  with  the  exception  of  his  son,  a boy 
about  J4,  who  witnessed  the  fate  of  his  father.  Tu 
the  agony  of  teais  and  crying,  the  captain  look  the 
but  end  of  the  musket  and  knocked  t lie  boy  on  the 
head,  thereafter  took  him  by  the  foot  and  hove  him 
overboard;  that,  on  the  day  following  Uiis  sad  event, 
having  previously  taken  out  all  the  rigging,  sails, 
&c.  See.  of  the  sloop,  he  set  her  on  fire  and  burnt 
her — and,  on  the  same  day,  gave  the  crew,  consist- 
ing of  three  others,  and  him,  this  deponent,  .(having 
striptus  ot  every  article  hut  wliat  we  had  on  our 
backs),  the  jolly  boat,  with  a bucket  of  v.’Mer,  aK-l 
one  biscuit  each  person,  without  com'p.ar.s,  which 
w’e  asked  for,  but  were  refused  by  his  saj  ing,  “f'e 
would  sooner  give  hell!  to  be  off”,  or  he  wcuh!  sink 
them.’*  Thus  we  parted,  and  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  same  day  was  picked  up  by  the  schooner  Mary 
Ann, belonging  to  Black  Rfver,  and  were  landed  at 
Port  Morant  on  the  18th  July. 

(Signed)  TIUGII  HAMILTON. 
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Taken  ano  sworr;  before  me,  initbe  presence  of  gen. 

Macay,  esq.  at  Roselle  estate,  in  St.  Thomas,  in 

the  east,  this  29th  day  of  July. 

(Signed)  U.  FERGUSSON. 

Porio  P^co.  Letters  have  been  received  from  on 
board  the  U.  S ship  Cyane,  dated  St.  John’s,  Porto- 
Rico,  \ug.  31.  Captain  Spence  arrived  there  at  a 
very  critical  iv;oment.  The  wounded  of  the  Pan- 
chita,  or  Palmyra,  privateer  had  been  exhibited,  and 
tlie  populace  was  worked  up  into  a ferment  against 
the  Americans  at  that  place — the  English  were 
also  threatened.  Capt.  S.  immediately  opened  an 
official  communication  on  the  subject,  and,  by  a firm 
but  temperate  policy,  allayed  the  coming  storm;  a 
good  understanding  resulted,  and  our  officers  and 
citizens  were  treated  with  all  possible  respect;  both 
the  civil  and  military  governors  of  the  island  meet- 
ing capt.  Spence  when  he  visited  an  American  gen- 
tleman there  resident. 

One  of  the  letters  concludes  thus: — “The  harbor 
and  town  of  St.  John’s,  the  capital  of  the  island, 
are  both  fortified  with  prodigious  strength,  and  are, 
perhaps,  the  strongest  fortified  of  any  place  in  the 
West  Indies,  Havana  excepted.  The  Island  of  Por- 
to Rico  is  beautiful  and  fertile;  its  chief  produc- 
tions are  rum,  sugar,  and  coffee,  for  which  the  Ame- 
rican merclnints  are  the  principal  traders,  It  is  one 
of  the  most  healthy  in  the  West  Indies;  since  we 
have  been  here  we  have  heard  of  no  sickness,  ei- 
ther amongst  the  natives  or  -foreigners,  in  the 
island.’’ 

Brazil.  The  whole  of  this  extensive  country,  ex- 
cept St.  Salvador,  is  in  the  possession  of  the  re- 
volutionists, at  the  head  of  whom  is  the  prince  roy- 
al. They  have  10,000  men  at  their  head  quarters 
and  a fleet  of  one  frigate,  and  four  or  five  smaller 
vessels:  these  lately  met  the  royal  squadron — the 
question  was  asked  if  either  had  orders  to  fight, 
and  the  answer  being  “no,”  they  parted  in  peace. 
The  force  at  St.  Salvador  consists  of  about  2500 
European  troops  and  3000  militia,  which  was  rapid- 
ly decreasing  by  desertion  to  the  patriots.  The 
Brazilians  have  had  several  smart  fights  with  the 
royalists,  and  acquitted  themselves  well.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  bonds  which  held  them  to  the  mo- 
ther country  are  forever  dissolved. 

The  following  proclamation  was  issued  at  Rio  Ja- 
neiro, on  the  17lh.  of  August — 

The  dignity  and  power  of  regent  of  this  vast 
empire,  that  the  king,  my  august  father,  had  grant- 
ed to  me,  having  been  confirmed  to  me  by  the 
unanimous  consent  and  spontaneous  will  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Brazil,  a dignity  of  which  the  cortes  of  Lis- 
bon,  without  any  of  the  deputies  of  Brazil  being 
beard,  have  dared  to  deprive  me,  as  is  notorious; 
and  I having,  moreover,  accepted  the  title  and  du- 
ties of  perpetual  defender  of  this  kingdom,  that  the 
same  people  have  so  generously  and  loyally  con- 
ferred upon  me;  in  obedience,  therefore,  to  my  sa- 
cred duties,  and  in  gratitude  for  so  much  love  and 
fidelity,  which  call  upon  me  to  tak^  all  the  measures 
indispensable  to  the  salvation  of  this  greatest  part 
of  the  Portuguese  monarchy  that  has  been  confided 
to  me,  and  whose  rights  I have  sworn  to  preserve 
uninjured  by  any  attack;  and  inasmuch  as  the  cor- 
tes of  Lisbon  continue  in  the  same  erroneous  and 
evidently  unjust  system  of  recolonizing  Brazil,  even 
by  force  of  arms,  notwithstanding  she  has  alrfeady 
proclaimed  her  political  independence,  and  has 
gone  so  far  as  that  there  is  already  convened,  by 
irty  royal  decree  of  the  third  of  June  last  past,  a ge- 
neral, constituent,  and  legislative  assembly,  at  the 
request  of  all  the  chambers,  thus  proceeding  with 
a formality  that  did  not  take  place  in  Portugal, 


where  the  convening  of  the  congress  was  originally 
only  an  act  of  secret. and  factious  chibs;  and  I also 
considering  his  majesty  the  king,  Don  John  the 
sixth,  of  whose  name  and  authority  the  cortes  en- 
deavor to  avail  themselves,  for  their  own  sinister 
purposes,  as  a prisoner  in  that  kingdom,  without 
any  will  of  his  own,  and  without  that  liberty  of  ac- 
tion that  is  given  to  the  executive  power  in  consti- 
tutional monarchies:  I command,  having  first  heard 
my  council  of  state,  all  the  provisional  juntas 
of  government,  generals,  military  commandants, 
and-all  the  constituted  authorities,  to  whom  the  exe- 
cution of  this  decree  may  appertain,  as  follows: 

I l hat  all  and  whatever  troop.s,  that  shall  be 
sent  from  Portugal  or  elsewhere  to  Brazil,  without 
my  previous  consent,  upon  whatever  pretext,  be  re- 
puted enemies:  together  with  all  the  crews  and 
marines  belonging  to  the  vessels,  in  which  they 
may  be  transported  or  from  which  tliey  may  endea- 
vor to  land;  but  without  interruption  to  the  com- 
mercial and  friendly  relations  between  both  king- 
doms, for  the  preservation  of  the  political  union  that 
I greatly  desire  to  maintain. 

II.  That  if  they  shall  arrive  peaceably,  they  shall 
immediately  return,  remaining  on  board  and  with- 
out communication,  until  they  shall  b^  furnished 
with  the  provisions  and  supplies  necessary  for  their 
voyage  back. 

III.  That,  in  case  the  said  troops  shall  not  choose 
to  obey  these  orders,  and  shall  dare  to  land,  they  be 
driven  back,  by  force  of  arms,  by  all  -the  military 
forces  of  the  first  and  second  line,  and  if  necessary 
by  the  people,  en  masse,  putting  in  execution,  if  it 
shall  be  requisite,  all  possible  means  to  burn  the  ves- 
sels, and  to  sink  the  boats  in  which  the  troops  may 
attempt  to  land. 

IV.  That  if,  notwithstanding  all  these  eljbrts,  it 
shall  happen,  that  the  troops  get  possession  of  any 
port,  or  part  of  the  coast  of  Brazil,  all  the  inhabi- 
tants retire  towards  the  centre,  carrying  into  the 
woods  and  mountains,  all  the  provisions  and  cattle, 
that  could  be  useful  to  them;  and  the  troops  of  the 
country  shall  carry  on  against  them  a crqel  war  of 
posts  and  guerrillas,  (carefully  avoiding  general  ac- 
tions), until  it  be  freed  from  the  enemy. 

V.  That  it  be  the  duty  of  all  the  competent  mili- 
tary and  civil  authorities,  to  fortify  all  the  ports  of 
of  Brazil,  at  which  such  disembarkations  can  be 
m~de,  under  the  most  strict  and  severe  responsibi- 
lity. 

VI.  That  if,  in  any  of  the  provinces  of  Brazil,  it 
shall  happen  that  there  are  npt  the  munitions  and 
stores  nijcessary  for  these  fortifications,  the  same 
authorities  above  mentioned  shall  immediately  re- 
present to  this  court  what  are  necessaiy,  that  they 
may  be  furnished  from  hence,  or  give  immediate 
information  to  the  nearest  province,  which  shall  be 
obliged  to  give  them  all  the  assistance  necessary 
for  the  proper  discharge  of  such  important  duties. 
The  civil  and  military  authorities,  to  whom  apper- 
tains the  execution  of  this,  my  royal  decree,  are  to  ^ 
fulfil,  and  cause  it  to  be  fulfilled,  with  all  due  zeal, 
energy  and  promptitude,  under  the  responsibility 
of  being  guilty  of  high  treason,  if  they  shall  fail  so 
to  do. 

Palace  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  the  first  of  August,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

By  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent: 

Luiz  Pereira  de  J^obrega  de  Souza. Coutinho., 

Colombia.  I’he  report  is  confirmed  that  Portu- 
gal has  acknowleged  this  new  and  interesting  re- 
public, ■ 

Gen.  Morales  was  beaten'’off  with  the  loss  of  85 
jnen  in  an  attempt  to  land  at  Taques,  10  miles  east 
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of  Coro.  He  afterwards  landed  on  an  imsettled 
part  of  the  coast.  His  fleet  are  plundering  most 
vessels  that  they  meet  with.  The  Dutch  authori- 
ties at  Cuiracoa  have  received  orders  to  admit  the 
Colombian  flag,  as  that  of  a friend. 

The  following  is  a proclamation  of  gen.  Holivar, 
to  the  inhabitants  ami  ro}  al  troops  of  l*asto,  three 
days  before  his  entry  into  that  city. 

Si  'Oon  llolivar,  liberator,  president  of  the  repub- 
lic, &c.  Sic. 

An  honorable  transaction  has  stemmed  the  blood 
which  was  flowing  from  your  veins.  The  martial 
bell  shall  no  longer  be  lieanl  in  Colombia.  our 
valor  and  your  constancy  onliile  you  to  the  defer- 
ence’ cf  the  liberating  army  and  the  Colombian 
people.  In  return  we  tender  you  o\iv friciulship. 

Spaniards’ — The  regeneration  of  your  country 
promises  you  a final  termination  of  this  conflict 
which,  in  coT.pliance  with  your  dnty^you  have  sup- 
ported with  a heroism  most  vvortiiy  of  admira- 
tion. 

Inhabitants  of  Pasto!— You  are  Colombians,  hence 
you  are  my  brethren.  'I'o  reward  yon,  I shall  not 
only  be  your  brother,  but  also  your  father.  I shall 
Iical  your  former  wounds,  soothe  your  sufl’erings, 
leave  you  to  the  enjoyment  of  rest  in  your  homes. 
Neither  shall  1 employ  you  in  this  war,  nor  burthen 
you  with  extraordinary  taxes,  or  heavy  contribu- 
tions. In  short,  you  shall  be  the  favoied  oflsprings 
of  the  government  of  Colombia. 

Emigrants  in  Pasto! — Keturn  to  the  bosom  of 
your  families,  to  comfort  the  widows  and  the  or- 
phans. You  are  already  safe  from  all  persecution, 
for  you  are  Colombians. 

Spanish  soldiers! — The  capitulation  which  has 
put  a period  to  our  woes,  has  given  you  two  coun-, 
tries,  Spain  and  Colombiu;  choose  either,  if  you 
prefer  a free,  tranquil  and  fruitful  soil,  be  Colom- 
bians— but,  if  you  will  carry  your  ashes  to  the 
tomb  of  your  fathers,  Spain  is  free,  and  must  be 
happy.  EOLIVAK. 

Liheralhig  head  quarters, 

Berrencos,  5th  June,  1822. 

Latest — Londun  papers  to  Jiug.  20. 

These  papers  are  chiefly  filled  with  notices  of 
those  who  kissed  the  king’s  hand  or  fell  on  their 
knees  before  him,  in  Scotland — all  which  is  highly 
interesting  to  the  people  of  the  United  States!  He 
was  much  depressed  in  the  naidst  of  all  this  pomp 
and  shew,  by  receiving  information  of  the  death  cf 
Castlereagh. 

No  late  news  from  France  or  Spain. 

The  Janissaries  had  openly  revolted  at  the  close 
of  the  Ramadan,  and  killed  many  Musselmen,  whom 
they  suspected  of  opposing  them,  and  massacreed 
a great  number  of  Jews  and  Greeks — especially  the 
females  of  the  latter,  after  violating  them!  The 
Asiatic  troops  were  called  in  to  restore  order,  for 
the  rebels  appear  to  have  contemplated  a revolution 
of  the  government— a battle  was  fought,  200  killed 
in  the  streets,  and  “several  thousands”  e.xecuted 
afterwards!  So  the  Janissaries  were  put  down. 

The  Turkish  force  in  the  citadel  of  Athens 
amounted  to  between  3 and  4,000  men,  at  the  time 
of  its  surrender  to  the  Greeks,  amply  supplied  with 
all  sorts  of  munitions  and  stores. 


Gen.  La  Fayette  and  col.  Willet. 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  ADVOCATE. 

Every  thing  relating  to  this  patriot,  cannot  but 
be  interesting  to  the  American  reader.  We  find 
him,  at  an  advanced  age,  in  the  French  legislature, 
{jiipporting  manfiilly  those  principles  for  which  he 


contended  during  our  revolutinnary  war.  lie  has 
lately  written  an  aflectionate  letter  to  an  old  fel- 
low soldier,  colonel  Jilurimis  H'iiief,  in  which  he 
quotes  tliose  princijjles  for  which  both  lilive  suc- 
cesstiilly  fouglit  for,  and  ends  with  the  assurance 
that  he  liopes  to  visit  this  country,  an  event  which 
will  alford  the  highest  gratification  to  the  Ameri- 
can people.  Few  men  acted  mure  conspicuous 
pijris  than  gen  La  I'dvelte  and  col.  Willet,  in  the 
war,  declared  for  A»merican  Independence. 

Rev  clr.tions  have  sometimes  been  effected  by  the 
mosttrival  event,  and  by  a mere  act  of  boldness  and 
enthusiasm,  l-uve  the  liberties  of  a gr.at  country 
been  achieved.  The  p.'iriuts  cf  the  revolutlo.i 
never  bestowed  a thought  on  t!ie  form  of  goven^ 
ment  wliich  they  were  in  future  to  adopt.  The 
great  question  was  independence.  Neither  in  tiie 
Hest  instance  did  they  contemplate  opposing  tl,e 
king;  tiiey  were  only  against  lord  North,  and  th<; 
principle  of  taxation,  without  their  consent;  and 
thus,  by  degrees,  did  Providence  lend  them  on, 
step  by  step,  until  the  entire  di.ssolution  of  all  ties 
with  the  mother  country,  was  the  result. 

Among  the  most  early  and  undaunled  partizans^ 
vve  may  reckon  col.  Willet.  He  labored  under 
great  disadvantage,  being  the  only  one  of  his  fami- 
ly on  the  whig  side.  When  the  news  reached  New 
York  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  in  which  the  first 
blood  was  shed  for  independence,  it  was  on  a Sun- 
day; the  churches  were  opened  and  most  of  the  in- 
habitants at  prayer.  There  is  something  in  a lirst 
blow  for  a great  cause,  vvliicli  is  calculated  to  arouse 
and  -..nimate  a people  who  had  long  complained  of 
grievances,  and  remonstrated  without  efl'ect.  The 
blow  was  struck;  blood  iiad  been  slied;  a mercenary 
soldiery  had  attacked  and  killed  their  fellow  citi- 
zens; the  tocsin  must  be  sounded,  yet  who  was  to 
do  it,  and  how  was  it  to  be  done.’’  While  thus  hesi- 
tating and  pausing,  Willet  stated  that  there  were 
500  stand  of  arms  in  tlie  garret  of  the  city  Hall,  at 
the  head  of  Broad-street,  and  proposed  taking  pos- 
session of  them  and  arming  the  people,  which  was 
assented  to.  They  called  on  the  mayor,  and  de- 
manded the  arms;  he  referred  them  to  the  armourer, 
who  lived  in  Liberty-street,  which  was  then  called 
Crown  street.  The  armourer  hesitated,  not  know- 
ing how  to  act,  and  finally  said  the  keys  were  mis- 
laid. Thus  foiled,  they  were  about  giving  up  tha 
project,  when  Willet  told  them  the  keys  were  un- 
necessary; and,  supplying  himself  with  a broad  axe, 
he  broke  open  the  room,  lookout  ilte  muskets  and 
cartouch  boxes,  and  gave  one  to  each  man,  and 
finding  a fifer,  they  formed  themselves  in  line,  and 
marched  through  the  streets  on  Sunday,  and  went 
up  Broadway  as  high  as  John  street,  Avhere  a fire 
ball  court  was  kept,  which  they  entered  and  stack- 
ed their  arms.  It  was  then  apparent  that  some 
definite  line  of  conduct  must  be  pursued,  and 
something  like  organization  take  place.  Accord- 
ingly, the  name  cf  each  person  was  taken  down, 
to  w'horn  a musket  was  given,  and  the  whole  corps 
was  properly  ofneered,  Willet  being  appointed  a 
corporal.  Although  the  city  was  perfectly  tranquil, 
and  no  prospect  of  a contest  was  near,  yet  a step 
had  been  taken  which  was  to  be  follow^  up,  and 
it  was  agreed  to  divide  the  forces  into  a patrol,  which 
was  nightly,  to  go  the  rounds;  and  the  countersign, 
probably  the  first  American  one,  was  liosten.  They 
also  formed  a committee  of  safety  and  superinten- 
dence, whicli,  in  fact,  took  every  thing  in  their 
hands,  andmet  daily.  At  thisperiod  thei e waspart 
of  an  Irish  regiment  stationed  at  New- York,  about 
300  strong,  which  observed  tliese  revolutionary 
movemeius  with  anxiety,  and  vre!  e not  without  fears 
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for  thfcir  safety,  and,  therefore,  kept  in  their  bar- 
racks. An  order  arrived  tor  these  troops  to  sail  for 
Boston,  and  the  committee,  which  metsomewlure 
near  Cc-enties  slip,  deliberated  whether  they  would 
permit  tliem  to  depart  armed.  After  much  discus- 
sion, andurgedby  the  timidinhabilants,  they  agreed 
that  ihe  soldiers  might  depart  with  tlieir  arms  and 
accoutrement  s>  Arrangements  were  made  for  their 
dc{  artur  , and,  after  they  bad  left  their  barracks 
for  the  ’.v.iter  side  to  embark,  some  person  told 
Wiliet  that  they  were  carrying  off  all  the  spare 
arms  a.td  accoutrements,  which  they  were  not  per- 
mitted to  do  by  the,  committee.  He  immediately 
ran  to  the  loot  of  Broad  street,  and  saw  the  bat- 
talions turning  down  iroui  Wall  street,  in  good 
order.  In  rVont  weie  seven  Carls,  containing  boxes 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  cacii  having  a corporal’s 
gnaid.  'rhe  troops,  with  tlieir  baggage  wagons, 
^ere  in  the  rear  When  they  reached  the  Ex- 
change, wi,  cl.  was  at  tiiefoot  of  Broad:Slreet,  Wil- 
let  mai  ^nou  up  aloi>'.,  and  seized  the  bridle  of  the 
first  cart  iuiiM  ano  slopped  him;  this  movement 
stopj^ed  the  rest  ot  the  carts,  and  finally  the  trpops. 
The  pause  induced  the  major,  who  was  a short  red 
haired  man,  and  who,  from  the  beginning,  wag  fear- 
ful that  something  wpuld  happen,  to  ride  up  and 
demand  of  Willet,  why  he  stopped  the  carts?  Wiliet 
replied  that  they  had  no  permission  to  carry  away 
the  spare  arms,  that  they  might  freely  depart  with 
their  own  arms  and  accoutre rnents,  but  should  take 
no  more;  murmurs  and  disapprobation  prevailed, 
The  mayor,  who  was  present,  remonstrated  with  Mr, 
Willet  on  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct,  and  treat- 
ed him  with  severity,  for  thus  attempting  topicmote 
riot  and  blood  shed.  GoverneurMorris,  who  belong- 
ed to  their  committee,  and  was  decidedly  of  the 
whig  party,  also  took  part  against  Willet,  and  en- 
treated him  to  permit  the  troops  and  arms  to  em- 
bark  peaceably-  Thus  situated,  pausing  between 
duly  and  remonstrance,  one  of  the  most  active  of  the 
commiteecame  up,  and  hearing  the  merits  of  the  dis- 
pute, told  Willet  he  was  right,  and  the  spare  arms 
should  be  retained.  Thus  supported,  he  seized 
the  bridle  of  the  first  horse  and  turned  the  cart  out 
of  the  ranks,  the  rest  following  him.  Col.  YVillet, 
though  a plain  man,  was  excellent  at  haranguing; 
he  could  say  more  in  a few  words  to  arouse  and  ani- 
mate, than  any  partizan  officer  bf  the  day.  Mount- 
ing on  one  of  the  carls  he  made  a speech  to  the 
people  and  soldiers,  and  he  told  the  latter  that 
they  were  about  being  sent  away  to  shed  the  blood 
of  their  brethren,  and  if  any  of  them  were  unwill- 
ing to  go,  that  they  could  leave  their  r.anks  and 
would  be  protected.  Some  actually  did  join  him, 
^nd  the  rest  embarked  peaceably. 

With  the  arms  and  accoutrements  thus  seized, 
did  colonel  Willet  raise  and  equip  the  first  regiment 
in  Ne\y  York,  in  the  cause  of  independence. 

The  northern  campaigns  were  unquestionably 
the  most  severe  and  trying.  Compelled  to  be  con- 
atantly  on  guard  against  the  enemy  and  the  Indians, 
with  scanty  clothing  and  provisions,  exposed  to  the 
vicissitudes  of  an  iron  climate,  the  sufferings  of  the 
continental  troops  were  extremely  oppressive. — 
Colonel  Willet  was  constant  ly  on  the  frontiers,  en- 
gaged in  almost  every  skirmish  and  action,  and, 
during  the  whole  war,  he  had  the  good  fortune  ne- 
ver  to  retreat,  and  never  to  have  been  defeated. 
When  our  troops  left  Ticonderoga,  he  was  engaged 
in  fortifying  fort  Scanwix,  cuting  ditches  and  mak- 
ing redoubts.  He  knew  very  little  of  fortifications, 
but  was  conipellcd  to  dismiss  an  ignorant  engineer 
and  undertake  tl:e  w’ork  himself.  The  men  refused 
tq  labor:  they  contended  that  it  was  unnecessary; 


because,  when  the  fortifications  were  finislied,  they 
would  be  abandoned,  like  Ticonderoga,  and  gene- 
ral Burgoyne’s  array,  which  was  powerful  and  ad- 
vantageously  posted,  would  soon  occupy  the  fort. 
Colonel  Willet,  who  always  considered  the  war  a 
holy  one,  and  never  d'  spaired,  continued  to  assure, 
his  men  that  Providence  was  with  lliem,  and  draw- 
ing from  his  pocket  a small  bible,  he  declared  to 
them  that  the  destruction  of  Bnrgoyne’s  army  was 
prophesied  in  sacred  writ,  and  turning  to  the  2d 
chapter  of  .Joel,  he  read  the20i!i  verse,  as  follows: 

“But  I will  remove  far  off  from  you  the  northern 
army,  and  will  drive  him  into  a land,  barren  and  de- 
solate; with  his  face  towards  the  east  sea,  and  his 
hinder  parts  tov/ards  the  utmost  sea,”  &c. 

The  men  were  satisfied  that  their  colonel  was  a 
prophet,  and  went  to  work  cheerfully. 

In  the  various  skirmishes  with  the  Indians  and 
British,  colonel  Willet  was  always  aware  of  the 
powerful  effect  of  example,  and  was  always  in  front 
of  his  men,  waving  his  hat;  they  followed  promptly. 

When  the  sortie  from  fort  Stanwix  was  determin- 
ed upon,  one  of  the  most  brilliant  events  of  the  war, 
colonel  Willet,  always  fond  of  haranguing  his  men, 
and  always  to  great  effect,  called  them  together; 
developed  his  plans,  and  recapitulated  the  cruel 
conduct  of  the  British  and  Indians.  Now,  my  boys, 
said  he,  look  the  enemy  right  in  the  eye,  he’ll  be 
afraid  to  look  at  you  in  return;  reserve  your  fire 
till  you  come  close,  then  give  it  to  him;  keep  stea- 
dy, none  of  you  will  be  hurt;  I’ll  bring  you  all  back 
safe.  The  sortie  was  made  in  the  day  time,  and 
was  attended  with  wonderful  success.  The  British, 
not  dreaming  of  such  a measure;  were  wofully 
beaten;  and,  on  their  retreat  across  the  river,  they 
looked  at  the  continentals  with  wonder,  not  firing 
a shot  at  them  for  two  hours. 

But,  to  return  to  La  Fayette.  At  the. battle  of 
Monmouth,  colonel  Willet  was  there  by  accident, 
and  volunteered  as  an  aid  to  gen.  Scott,  who  com- 
manded  the  infantry.  In  the  hottest  of  the  fight, 
he  saw  La  Fayette,  (then  a very  young  man  al- 
though a major  general),  ride  up,  and,  in  a voice 
cool,  steady  and  slow,  and  with  as  much  delibera- 
tion as  if  nothing  exciting  prevailed,  said,  “Gene- 
ral, the  enemy  is  making  an  attempt  to  cut  off  our 
right  wing — march  to  its  assistance  witli  all  your 
force.’*  So  saying,  he  galloped  off;  being  exceed- 
ingly well  mounted,  though  always  plainly  dressed, 
and  very  sedate  for  a Frenchman.  A subsequent 
intimacy  bet, ween  them  took,  place,  which  at  this 
day  is  not  impaired;  and  if  La  Fayette  carries  his 
determination  of  visiting  this  country  into  effect,  no 
citizen  will  meet  with  a reception  equal  to  his. 

Colonel  Willet  was  the  first  sheriff  of  New- York, 
and  held  the  office  at  several  distinct  periods,  after 
serving  at  each  his  four  years;  he  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  legislature,  and  then  mayor  of  the  city, 
and  in  every  situation  exhibiting  firmness,  integrity 
and  good  sense.  At  the  advanced  age  of  83  years, 
he  enjoys  good  bodily  health,  a sound  memory,  and 
has  no  small  gratification  in  witnessing  the  rising 
glory  and  eminence  of  our  country. 

But,  to  the  letter  of  the  marquis  La  Fayette;  we 
had  to  press  colonel  Willet  for  permission  to  pub- 
lish it,  he  indulging  in  delicate  scruples  which 
would  be  in  order  for  a young  man,  but  every  thing 
relating  to  the  revolutionary  war,  is  of  deep  inte- 
rest to  the  present  generation,  and  the  surviving 
patriots,  together  with  every  documentary  evidence 
of  their  principles  and  services,  are  the  pr^erlY 
of  the  country,  v 
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Patus, /w'l/  15,1822. 

JVIy  dear  sir : I avail  myself  of  a good  opportunity 
to  remind  you  of  your  old  friend  and  fellow  soldier, 
in  whose  heart,  ho  time  or  distance  can  abate  the 
patriotic  remembrances  and  personal  affections  of 
our  revolutionary  times.  Wc‘remain,  but  too  few 
survivors  of  that  glorious  epoch,  in  which  the  fate 
of  two  hemispheres  has  been  decided:  It  is  an  ad- 

ditional monitor  to  think  more  of  the  ties  of  bro- 
therly friendship  which  united  us.  May  it  be  in  my 
power,  before  I join  our  <leparted  companions,  to 
visit  such  of  them  as  are  still  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  tell  you,  personally,  my  dear 
M'illet,  how  affectionately, 

I am  your  sincere  friend,  t LA  FAYETTE. 


Mr.  Birkbeck’s  Oration. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  gentleman  who 
delivered  the  following  address  to  his  friends  and 
neighbors  on  the  late  anniversary  of  American 
independence — have  induced  us  to  give  it  a I 
place  in  the  IIkgister.  1'here  is  much  soimd  i 
sense  and  wholesome  instruction  in  this  product  1 
of  a lale  Uritish  subject.  j 

Oration  delivered  on  the  anniversary  of  the  fourth  t 
of  July,  by  Morris  Biiucbkck,  esq.  of  Wanbo- 
rough,  Illinois. 

JMy  friends  and  The  period  of  five  j 

years  has  elapsed  since  I became  an  inhabitant  of* 
America,  the  season  of  probation  has  expired,  and  j 
now  may  presume  to  address  you  as  fellow  citizens. 

The  opportunity  thus  afforded  me  by  the  partia-! 
lity  of  my  friends,  to  come  forward  on  this  interest-* 
ing  occasion,  is  in  perfect  accordance  with  my  feel- 1 
ings,  however  poorly  | may  be  qualified  for  the 
office  assigned  me. 

I stand  here — not  as  the  advocate  of  freedom, 
though  such  I have  been  from  my  earliest  recollec- 
tion, for  here,  freedom  needs  no  advocate.  I stand 
as  the  organ  of  our  congratulations  on  absolute,  in- 
defeasible enjoyment  of  this,  the  chief  of  earthly 
blessings.  The  subject  has  such  complete  posses- 
sion of  my  faculties,  as  to  leave  no  space  for  vanity, 
and  but  little  for  diffidence — What,  indeed,  is  the 
orator  for  this  occasion,  when  viewed  in  connection 
with  his  theme? 

Millions  of  freemen  are  at  this  moment  assem- 
bled, as  with  one  accord,  in  every  department  of 
this  great  republic,  to  celebrate  the  return  of  that 
day,  which  may  emphatically  be  called — the  day 
of  political  redemption.  O!  her  millions,  spread 
over  the  vast  regions  of  the  southern  continent,  are 
also,  at  this  moment,  contending  for  their  rights  — 
in  the  very  agony  of  the  conflict.  May  the  result  be 
as  happy  as  that  we  are  assembled  to  commemorate 
Let  a fellow  feeling  for  our  brother  men,  who  are 
now  engaged  in  a tremendous  struggle  for  the  in- 
dependence which  we  have  accomplished,  give 
dignity  to  our  joy  on  the  present  occasion,  and  tem- 
per it  with  sobriety;  and  let  gratitude,  ascending 
lo  the  great  Disposer  of  events,  for  our  own  deli- 
verance, be  mingled  with  heartfelt  aspirations  that 
they  too,  may  persevere  until  they  have  obtained 
the  victory;  and  that  they  may  have  wisdom  to  se- 
cure, as  well  as  courage  to  achieve  their  liberties. 

Many  noble  instances  are  recorded  of  successful 
combats  on  the  side  of  freedom.  Tyrants  have 
been  dethroned,  and  systems  of  oppression  hav-e 
been  swept  away — but  it  has  been  to  make  room 
lor  other  tyrants — for  other  modifications  of  servi- 
tude! 

Of  liberty  secured,  as  well  as  acquired,  pur  revo- 
^lution,  (ours,  for  my  hewt  was  io  it  from  its  com- 


mencement) our  revolution,  has  afforded  the  < ; i 
estabMshed  precedent  since  the  beginning  of  histo 
ry.  This  people  had  wisdom  as  well  as  courage, 
'fhe  rights  they  recovered,  they  retained  in  viola  ee 

— surrendering  them  to  no  master,  nor  aristocracy 
of  masters.  To  an  aristocracy,  they  indeed  entrust- 
ed them,  but  it  was  to  one  of  nature’s  ci  eution,  se- 
iected  by  common  suffrage  and  accountable  for  the 
linst. 

Deputation  and'responsiliility — these  are  the  es- 
sential characters  of  just  and  legitimate  govern- 
nient.  Every  departure  from  these  is  a step  to- 
wards tyranny — it  is  high  treason  against  .'ur  own 
proper  sovereignty — an  attempt  at  pnl.ticrJ  suicidti 
which  has  always  beenViade,  and  sooner  or  lacer, 
has  always  succeeded,  the  solitary  instance  of  tlie 
North  American  republic  only  excepted. 

Long  may  heaven  avert  from  us  this  deplorable 
catastrophe!  and  it  -will  be  averted  so  long  as  we 
retain  what  we  now  hold — the  entire  possession 
and  guardianship  of  the  fountain  of  power — that  is 
to  say,  as  long  as  we  remain  faithful  to  ourselves. 
Hut,  the  moment  we  concede  to  a portion  of  the 
community,  be  it  to  one  or  to  many,  uncontrolla- 
ble and  exchisive  privileges,  or  tolerate  their  as- 
sumption, that  moment  we  cease  to  be  free. 

We  are  assembled,  this  day,  not  as  an  empty  pa- 
geant,  in  honbr  of  tliose  great  and  goori  men  who 
were  the  founders  of  the  republic,  but  to  evince 
our  reverence  for  the  constitution,  and  the  laws 
which  emanate  from  it. 

Let  us,  then,  look  around  us— let  us  see  that  all 
is  safe.  Are  the  lav/s  respected?  Can  we  take 
shelter  under  them  as  a sure  refuge  agiiinst  every 
violation  of  our  persons  and  property?  Should  the 
scrutiny  discover  defects  either  in  the  laws  them- 
selves or  in  their  execution,  the  remedy  is  at  hand 

— Let  us  depute  to  the  legislature,  at  the  approach- 
ing election,  men  of  good  capacity  and  sound  cha- 
racter. Such  men  will  apply  themselves  with  fi- 
delity to  supply  the  deficiency  or  correct  the  evil. 
Some  moments  of  this  important  anniversary  should 
be  devoted  to  serious  examination  and  profitable 
reflection;  than  which  there  can  be  no  better  pre- 
lude to  social  enjoyment.  , 

It  has  been  said  that  honor  is  the  support  of  mo- 
narchy and  virtue  of  a republic.  True  honor  is, 
however,  inseparable  from  virtue,  rhere  is  a sort 
of  moral  hypocrisy  culled  honor,  which  attempts 
to  supply  the  place  of  virtue,  “and  imitates  her  ac- 
tions where  she  is  not,”  We  will  leave  this  spuri- 
ous production  as  an  appendage  to  monarchy;  it  is 
of  no  value  to  a republic — we  must  have  the  reality. 
Let  us,  fellow  citizens,  adhere  to  virtue  if  we 
would  be  honorable:  if  we  v/ould  he  useful,  let  us 
adhere  to  virtue;  if  we  would  be  happy,  let  u>  ad- 
here to  virtue. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  governments  to  cherish 
an  overweening  fondness  for  the  peculiar  Itabits, 
opinions,  aud  institutions  of  their  own  people,  and 
a contempt  for  those  of  other  nations,  founded  not 
on  their  excellence,  their  truth  or  their  wisdom, 
but  merely  on  their  nationality.  The  tendency  of 
this  has  ever  been  to  create  antipathy  among  the 
members  of  the  great  human  family,  as  baneful  in 
their  effectsas  they  are  frivolous  in  their  origin.  It 
has  made  foes  of  nations  which  ought  to  have  been 
connected  by  links  of  brotherhood;  and  kept  them 
so.  To  it  may  be  traced  a large  proportion  of  the 
nefarious  deeds  which  render  history  little  else  than 
a series  of  horrible  tragedies.  This  national  spirit 
is  dignified  with  the  name  of  patriotism,  but  it  is 
not  the  patriotism  fitted  for  a republic.  It  is  ano- 
ther of  the  props  of  arbitrary  power,  and,  like  the; 
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Tnimicry  of  virtue,  miscalled  honor,  is  a mere  coun- 
terfeit. Genuine  patriotism  is  a ray  of  ur^jversal 
benevolence  which  beams  upon  every  man  as  a 
brother.  Beginning  in  the  near  charities  of  the  do- 
mestic circle,  it  extends  through  family  to  neigh- 
borhood— to  country — to  mankind. 

This  glorious  principle,  my  fellow  citizens,  has 
the  sure  bond  of  union  in  our  great  political  fami- 
ly. Spread  over  so  large  a portion  of  the  globe, 
from  the  state  of  Maine  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
flourishing  under  a federal  constitution,  founded 
on  this  principle,  it  aflords  the  most  exhilarating 
view  of  human  aflairs  that  has  ever  been  exhibited 
to  the  lover  of  his  species.  May  the  like  fraternal 
spirit  prevail  in  the  new  order  of  things  from  Mexi- 
co to  Ghili? 

The  recognition  of  the  independence  of  South 
America  was  carried  in  congress  with  but  one  dis- 
sentient voice.  A vote,  so  nearly  unanimous,  has 
never  before  passed  on  any  subject  of  importance 
since  our  own  independence  was  established.  Wliat 
American  heart  can  refrain  trom  exultation  at  this 
honorable  exposition  of  universal  feeling,  arising 
out  of  the  identity  of  the  representative  body,  in 
sentiment  with  its  constituents? 

My  friends  and  neighbors!  who,  like  myself, 
from  various  causes,  have  pulled  up  your  stakes  in 
the  land  of  your  nativity,  and  transported  your- 
selves hither — let  me  invite  you  to  take  a view  of 
your  present  condition,  and  its  comparative  advan- 
tages. It  is,  indeed,  incumbent  on  us  so  to  do,  that 
we  be  qualified  to  act  rightly  in  our  new  character. 

On  the  continent  of  Europe,  with  some  few  ex- 
ceptions, as  well  as  in  Great  Britain  and  her  sister 
island,  tlie  wliole  land,  the  entire  surface  of  the 
earth,  has  been  long  appropriated,  and  remains  in 
the  possession  of  a small  number  of  individuals,  in 
comparison  with  the  bulk  of  the  population;  inso- 
much that  the  poor  man,  having  no  title  by  birth  in 
the  soil  of  his  country,  has  no  means  of  possessing 
a portion  of  mother  earth  beyond  what  he  might 
cover  with  his  person  in  the  field  cf  battle,  or  what 
will  cover  him  when  all  his  labors  are  accomplished. 

What,  in  fact,  are  the  possessions  which  the  poor 
man  relinquishes;  of  what  description  are  the  stakes 
which  he  pulls  up,  on  bis  removal  from  an  old  coun- 
try? This  is  a question  which  it  would  be  difficult 
to  answer.  He  has  a house,  it  is  true,  to  which  his 
title  will  not  be  questioned;  but  it  is  the  workhouse; 
an  income,  too,  by  legal  provision,  which  no  man 
will  envy;  for  it  is  received  with  reluctance,  and 
paid  with  grudging. 

This  is  the  condition  of  the  laboring  man  in  Eng- 
land. Behold  him  here!  he  enters  at  once  on  the 
priv’leges  of  a citizen,  and  with  industry  and  so- 
briet}';  in  a short  time  he  becomes  a proprietor. 

Here,  we  have  houses,  which  we  call  our  own 
— we  have  orchards  of  our  own  planting,  and  fields 
of  our  own  inclosing;  and  no  privileged  order  in 
church  or  state  can  touch  an  atom  of  the  fruits  of 
these  orchards  &nd  these  fields,  without  our  consehl. 

But,  supposing  us  to  have  been  the  more  fortu- 
nate class — supposing  us  to  have  been  owners  of  the 
land  we  tilled,  what  was  our  title  to  this  land?  It 
was  little  more  than  nominal,  becausir  the  produce 
was  at  the  mercy  of  others:  the  clergy  take  their 
tenth;  the  poor  come  upon  it  with  an  irresistible 
and  ever  increasing  demand;  government  takes 
what  it  pleases,  that  is  to  say,  as  much  as  can  be 
got.  These  various  claims  have,  at  this  time,  as  I 
learn  from  unquestionable  authority,  absorbed  all 
. that  remains  of  the  produce,  after  the  expenses 
of  cultivation  are  defrayed. 


Such  was  our  position  in  England,  or  such  it 
would  now  have  been,  had  we  remained  there  aijd 
retained  our  standing  hv society.  But  many  whom 
we  left  behind  us,  in  a state  of  affluence,  have  been 
reduced  to  poverty  since  our  departure;  and  it  is 
probable  that  some  of  us  who  were  born  to  belter 
expectations,  might  have  been  compelled,  ere  this, 
to  take  our  stations  among  the  wretched  multitude 
who  wait  on  the  overseer  of  the  poor  for  their  daily 
sustenance,  or  have  been  consigned  to  the  horrors 
of  a prison.  So  far  in  regard  to  property — but,  in 
a political  view,  how  great  is  our  advancement! 

In  the  formation  of  the  British  legislature,  many 
of  us  had  no  concern;  this,  however,  was  of  small 
consequence.  The  majority  of  that  assembly,  on 
all  questions  of  importance,  votes  regularly  on  the 
side  of  the  executive,  over  which  the  electors 
themselves  have  no  legal  control  whatever. 

Here,  the  entire  government,  legislative  and  ex- 
ecutive, from  the  base  to  the  summit,  has  been 
built  and  amended  by  them.  If  it  were  to  full,  it 
would  be  instantly  restored,  because  it  is  essential 
to  our  well  being.  Every  citizen  has  his  share  in 
the  benefits  of  this  edifice,  as  he  has  in  its  construc- 
tion. And  let  every  citizen  do  his  duty  It  is  on 
the  upright  performance  of  ourpart,  as  individuals, 
that  the  aggregate  of  good  government  depends. 
The  private  man,  who,  in  the  exercise  of  his  elec- 
tive function,  is  biassed  by  unworthy  or  unpatriotic 
motives,  is  a betrayer  of  his  trust,  and  does  his  part 
towards  the  ruin  of  his  country.  Two  qualifications 
for  office  are  indispensabife — virtue  and  talents.  He 
who  gives  his  vote  to  a candidate  destitute  of  tliese, 
is  not  a good  citizen  nor  a sound  republican. 

The  citizens  of  this  great  republic  have  proved, 
(and  it  is  a discovery  of  the  first  importance  in  po- 
litical science),  that  true  liberty  has  no  affinity — 
nothing  in  common  with  licentiousness.  We  can 
have  no  disposition  to  rise  in  tumult  to  destroy  a 
government  of  our  own  creation,  and  of  which  the 
agents  will  in  a little  space  be  resolved  into  the 
common  mass,  surrendering  to  us  the  power  of  re- 
medying their  abuses,  or  correcting  their  mistakes# 
by  the  ready  means  of  a better  appointment. 

In  the  redress  of  grievances,  (for  such  may  occur 
under  every  human  institution,  at  best  imperfect), 
there  is  this  difference  between  a republic  and  a 
tyranny,  between  a government  of  election  and  a 
government  by  prescription;  in  the  former  they  are 
corrected  deliberately,  by  the  collected  wisdom  of 
the  people;  in  the  latter,  rashly,  by  popular  fury. 
Allow  me,  now,  to  recall  your  attention  to  the  in- 
strument which  was  read  before  the  commence- 
ment of  this  address.  The  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence embodies,  not  only  our  rights,  but  our  duties, 
as  men  and  citizens.  Let  the  enjoyment  of  our 
rights  stimulate  us  to  the  performance  of  our  du- 
ties. This  declaration  is  a document  of  sublime 
importance,  if  the  term  sublime  ms^  be  applied  to 
any  earthly  transaction.  The  principles  there  pro- 
claimed to  the  world  are  the  basis  of  all  that  is  good 
and  great  in  the  structure  of  human  society.  All 
the  bright  theories  of  government  formed  by  the 
wise  of  other  ages,  and  other  nations,  are  founded 
on  these  principles,  viewed  by  them  v/ith  rapture, 
though  in  the  distant  perspective;  whilst  to  you,  who 
were  born  irt  this  land  of  freedom,  their-  practical 
effect  is  as  familiar  as  the  light  of  heaven:  you  in- 
haled them  witli  the  breath  of  life:  they  have  be- 
come, as  it  were,  the  elements  of  your  social  cha- 
racter. Deprive  you  of  these,  what  would  be  your 
existence? — a thing  not  worth  caring  for;  an  evil 
rather  than  a blessing!  Let  us  not,  then,  forget,  for 
, a mome  At,  that  these  sacred  prinsiples  are  equally 
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tru^  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  and  equally  ap- 
plicable to  every  human  heincj  on  the  face  of  the 
earth.  So  thouijht,  and  so  felt,  the  framers  of  this 
glorious  instrument,  than  which  a finer  proof  of 
wisdom  and  sincerity  is  not  to  be  found.  They 
avowed  the  truth  and  the  whole  truth,  and  they  act- 
ed up  to  their  avowal  as  closely  as  men  could  act,  , 
under  their  circumstances.  | 

It  was  not  they  who  bound,  with  fetters  stronger  I 
than  iron,  the  minds  and  the  bodies  of  the  unforlu- 
nate  Africans — ^our  brethren,  the  children  of  the 
same  great  parent!  These  fetters,  it  was  not  theirs 
to  break:  much  they  did;  all  they  could  not  do. 
Tliey  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their 
facred*‘honor,  to  support  these  principles,  and  they 
redeemed  the  pledge.  To  us,  their  successors,  be- 
longs the  furtherance  of  the  great  work  they  com- 
menced so  nobly.  I.et,us,  my  friends  and  fellow 
citizens,  follow  their  example;  and,  relying,  as  they 
did,  on  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence,  do 
our  utmost  to  promote  the  restoration  of  every  in- 
dividual of  God’s  creation  to  the  enjoyment  of  his 
unalienable  rights— of  life,  of  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness. 


The  Attorney  General. 

^[essa^efrom  the  preaitlent  of  the  United  Stales,  trims- 
inittinsr,  pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, information  relating  to  the  amount 
of  pnhlic  money  paid  to  thf.  attorney  general,  over 
and  above  his  salary  fixed  by  law,  &c.  Jlpril  9, 
1822.  Read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  U.  States: 

In  compliance  witli  the  resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  requesting  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  furnished  to  that  house 
certain  information  relating  to  the  amount  of  pub- 
lic money  paid  to  the  attorney  general  over  and 
above  his  salary  fixed  by  law,  since  the  first  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1817,  specifying  the  time  when  paid,  the 
particular  services  rendered,  and  the  fund  out 
of  which  such  payments  have  been  made,  I transmit 
a paper  marked  A,  containing  the  information  de- 
aired.  I transmit,  also,  a paper  marked  B,  contain- 
ing a statement  of  the  sums  paid  to  attorneys  gene- 
ral  of  the  United  States  prior  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1817;  and  in  the  paper  marked  C,  a like  statement 
of  sums  advanced  to  district  attorneys,  for  services 
not  required  of  them  bylaw.  These  latter  docu- 
ments  being  necessary  to  a full  view  of  the  subject, 
it  is  thought  proper  to  comprise  them  in  this  com 
muni  cation. 

By  the  act  of  24th  of  September,  1789,  institut- 
ing the  office  of  attorney  general,  it  was  made  his 
duty  to  prosecute  and  conduct  all  suits  in  the  su- 
preme court,  in  which  the  United  States  should  be 
concerned,  and  to  give  bis  advice  and  opinion  upon 
questions  of  law,  when  required  by  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  or  when  requested  by  the 
head  of  aify  of  the  departments,  touching  any  mat- 
ters that  might  concern  their  departments.  It  will 
be  seen,  therefore,  by  the  statement  communicated, 
that  no  money  whatever  has  been  paid  to  the  attor- 
ney general  for  his  services,  in  that  character,  nor 
for  any  duty  belonging  to  his  office,  beyond  his  sala- 
ry, as  fixed  by  law. 

. It  will  also  be  shown,  by  the  documents  commu- 
nicated, that  the  construction  given  of  the  laws  im 
posing  duties  on  the  attorney  general  and  district 
attorneys,  has  been  invariably  the  same  since  the 
institution  of  the  government.  On  the  same  au- 
thority it  was  thought  that  the  compensation  allow- 
to  the  present  attorney  general,  for  certain  ser- 


vices,  consitlering  their  importance,  and  the  lime 
employed  in  rendering  them,  did  not  exceed,  re- 
garding precedents,  what  might  fairly  be  claimed. 

JAMES  MONllOE. 

Washington,  Jlprit  6,  1822, 

The  statement  A.  shews  that  Mr.  Wirt  received, 
beyond  his  salary,  3,450  dollars,  from  the  18th  of 
December,  1818,  to  the  9tU  April,  1821,  inclusive 


of  both — to  wit: 

For  attending  at  Baltimore  on  certain  tri- 
als for  piracy 1,500 

For  ditto  at  ditto  on  prosecutions  for  rob. 

bing  the  mail 1,OCO 

For  drawir.g  an  answer  of  WilHiam  Otis  to 
the  bill  of  Blake,  See.  ....  50 

For  advice  and  argument  in  the  case  of 
James  Johnson,  of  Ky.  . . . 400 

For  services  in  the  supreme  court,  Ander- 
son  vs.  Dunn,  employed  by  the  speaker  of 
the  house  of  representatives  . . 500 


^3,450 

The  statement  B.  shews  that,  in  1792,  F.dmund 
Randolph  received  54  dollars,  and,  in  1S14,  William 
Pinkney  received  100  dollars,  while  attorneys  ge- 
neral of  the  United  States,  for  extra  services— to. 
geiber  1.50  dollars.  No  others  are  reported  a hav- 
ing received  any  thing  over  their  salaries. 

The  statement  C.  shews  the  amount  that  bad 
been  paid  to  distidct  attorneys  beyond  their  salaries 
and  fees,  for  services  not  required  of  them  by  law. 
The  items  are  various — the  following  are  the 
amounts  which  each  rtceivrd: 

Alexander  Campbell,  of  Virginia,  (1794)  54  dol- 
lars, and  in  1796,  ^233  33.  William  Hawle,  Penn- 
sylvania, two  items,  ill  1795,  ^1,024  83;  Richard 
Harrison,  New-York,  (1796)  g287  27;  David  L, 
Barnes,  Rliode  Island,  (1799)  g50.  George  Blake, 
Massachusetts,  two  items,  (1803, 1821)  S262.  Alex- 
ander J Dallas,  four  items,  (1804. 1805,  1813, 1815) 
g3,500  Pierpont  Edwards,  Connecticut,  (1806) 
%500.  Walter  Jones,  jr.  District  of  Columbia,  three 
cases,  (1808  and  1812)  §3,000.  Silas  Lee,  Maine, 
(1808)  S450.  Joseph  M’llvaine,  N.  Jersey,  (1820) 
§206  28.  Charles  liigersoll,  Pennsylvania,  (1821) 
§150. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  nEPRESF.NTATl VF.S,  APRIL  12. 

Mr.  Sergeant  delivered  in  the  following: 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom  was  re« 
ferred  a message  from  Sie  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  furnishing,  in  compliance  with  a reso- 
lution  of  the  house,  certain  information  relating 
to  the  amount  of  the  public  money  paid  to  the 
attorney  general,  over  and  above  his  salary  fixed 
by  law,  since  the  1st  January.  1817,  report: 

That  the  office  of  attorney  general  was  establish- 
ed by  the  act  of  the  24th  September,  1789,  and  his 
duty  defined  to  be  “to  prosecute  and  conduct  all 
suits  in  the  supreme  court  in  whicli  the  United 
States  shall  be  concerned,  and  to  give  his  advice 
and  opinion  upon  questions  of  law  when  required 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  or  when  re- 
quested by  heads  of  any  of  the  department?,  touch- 
ing any  matter  that  may  concern  their  departments. 

The  same  act  directs  that  he  “shall  receive  such 
compensation,  as  shall,  by  lavi\  be  provided.” 

By  an  act  of  the  23d  of  September,  1789,  the 
compensation  of  the  attorney  general  w'as  fixed  at 
§1,500  a year.  It  has  been  raised  by  successive 
acts  of  congress,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  increas- 
ed labor  and  other  just  considerations  seemed  to 
require,  and  is  now  ^,500,  which  cannot  be  deem- 
ed more  than  a reasonable  allowance,  considering 
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that  the  increased  demand  for  the  frequent  lefi;al 
aid  of  the  attorney  general  has  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  government,  and 
requires  a much  longer  devotion  of  his  time  to  the 
public  service  than  was  formerly  called  for. 

From  the  act  of  September,  i789,  to  the  present 
time,  no  change  has  been  made  in  the  constitution 
of  his  office,  or  the  definition  of  the  duties  which 
belong  to  it,  nor  is  it  believed  that  any  such  has 
been  suggested;  and  it  may,  therefore,  well  be  in- 
ferred  that  nothing  has  heretofore  accrued  to  in- 
duce any  one  to  suppose  that  a cliange  was  expe- 
dient; and  the  committee  deem  it  fit  to  add  that 
they  ueithei-  know  nor  have  heard  of  any  complaint 
that  the  office  has  not  answered  its  purpose. 

The  appointments  lieretofore  made,  and  the  com- 
pensation heretofore  and  now  allowed,  have  had 
reference  only  to  the  existing  constitution  of  the 
office,  and  the  duties  belonging  to  it,  us  already 
stated.  ' 

It  follows,  clearly,  that  no  department  of  the 
government  has  a right,  nor  ever  has  had  a right,  to 
call  upon  the  attorney  general  to  perform  any  other 
duties,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  show  that  an  of- 
ficer is  under  a greater  obligation  than  a private 
citizen,  to  render  gratuitous  services  to  the  govern- 
ment, particularly  where  they  are  of  a nature  to  be 
estimated  and  paid  for. 

In  the  extensive  and  interesting  concerns  of  the 
nation,  it  will  nevertheless  happen,  as  it  has  alrea- 
dy frequently  happened,  that  the  government  will 
have  occasion  for  other  or  further  legal  aid  than 
that  which  their  officers  are  bound,  or  in  some 
cases  able,  to  afford.  Such  occurrences  are  in  their 
nature  contingent,  and  they  can  only  be  provided 
ibr  by  the  establishment  of  offices,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers,  upon  a scale  to  embrace  every 
possible  contingency,  with  adequate  salaries  and 
emoluments,  which,  if  it  be  stall  practicable,  would 
be  onerous  and  wasteful,  or  by  leaving  to  the  exe- 
cutive officers  of  the  government,  the  power  of 
engaging  such  aid,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  occa- 
sion may  occur,  exercising  this  very  inconsiderable 
discretion  under  the  same  responsibility  as  belongs 
to  their  more  important  duties.  The  latter  has 
been  the  practice  of  the  government. 

Where  such  occasional  aid  can  be  afforded  by 
the  attorney  general,  without  interference  with 
his  proper  duties,  as  in  cases  occurring  at  or  near 
ito  the  seat  of  government,  there  is  no  objection  to 
his  being  employed  in  the  ordinary  professional 
footing  of  receiving  a compensation  for  the  service 
required.  It  was  not  the  design  of  the  office,  as 
has  already  appeared,  that  he  should  render  any 
other  than  the  stated  duties  for  the  stated  compen- 
iSation  or  salary,  and  it  was  never  understood  or 
intended  that  the  office  was  to  deprive  the  officer 
of  the  right  to  employ  his  professional  talents  and 
learning  for  his  own  benefit,  where  that  could  be 
done  without  prejudice  to  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  stated  duties.  There  is  no  good  reason  why 
the  attorney  general  should  not,  under  the  limita- 
tion just  mentioned,  be  at  liberty  to  engage  in  the 
general  pursuits  of  the  profession.  Accordingly, 
such  has  been  the  usage,  not  only  in  the  instance 
of  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States;  but,  it 
is  believed,  of  every  state  in  the  union,  to  engage 
in  private  practice,  abstaining  only  v/here  it  inter- 
fered with  public  duty. 

In  reviewing  the  past,  then,  the  committee  find 
nothing  to  disapprove.  Where  additional  profes- 
sional aid  has  been  employed,  it  seems  to  have 
been  necessary  and  proper,  and  not  to  have  been 
<!rompensated  beyond  a fair  and  reasonable  amount. 


Where  compensation  has  been  allowe<l  to  the  at- 
torney general,  it  has  !>een  for  services  rendered 
which  did  not  belong  to  his  office,  which  he  was  in 
no  manner  bound  to  perform  and  for  which,  there- 
fore, if  he  did  perform  th^in,  he  was  entitled  to  be 
paid,  as  any  other  professional  man  would  be.  And 
they  think  it  fit  to  state  explicitly,  that,  in  those  in- 
stances where  compensation  has  been  allowed  to 
the  distinguished  citizen  who  now  fills  iUe  office, 
services  have  been  faithfully  rendered,  well  deserv- 
ing what  has  been  paid  to  him,  and  it  certainly  has 
not  been  greater  than  must  have  been  paid  to  any 
other  eminent  lawyer. 

In  regard  to  the  future,  the  committee  can  pro- 
pose no  other  plan  than  that  which  has  heretofore 
been  adopted  and  approved.  It  seems  to  the  commit  - 
tee  to  have  well  answered  its  purpose,  and  they  per- 
ceive no  good  reason  to  fear,  that  it  will  prove  less 
efiectual  in  future. 

They  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution  — 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


Expedition  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

THOM  THE  XATIOXAI  GAZETTE. 

Extracts  from  the  history  of  the  expedition  from 

Pittsburg  to  the  Ttocky  Mountains,  in  the  yeay 

1819,  under  the  command  of  major  Long. 

On  the  14tb  of  October,  four  hundred  OmawUaw 
Indians  assembled  at  camp  Missouri.  Major  O’Fal- 
lon addressed  them  in  an  appropriate  speech,  stat- 
ing the  reasons  for  their  being  called  to  council, 
upon  which  Ongpa  ton-ga,  the  Big  Elk,  arose,  and 
after  shaking  by  hand  each  of  the  whites  present, 
placed  liis  robe  of  Otter  skins  and  bis  mockasins 
under  the  feet  of  the^  agent,  whom  he  addressed  to 
the  following  effect,  as  his  language  was  interpicl- 
by  Mr.  Dougherty, 

‘‘He  had  heard  that  his  father  wished  to  see  him, 
and  he  had  wished  to  see  and  to  hear  the  words  of 
his  father,  ever  since  he  learned  that  he  was  ascend- 
ing the  river.  He  was  informed  last  fall  of  his  be- 
ing at  the  river  Platte,  and  as  he  could  not  then  go 
to  see  him,  he  had  now  come  to  visit  him — And 
here  I am,  my  fattier.  All  these  young  people  you 
see  around  here  are  yours,  although  they  are  poor 
and  trifling,  yet  they  are  your  children.  I have  al- 
ways loved  the  whites  since  I first  remember  to 
have  seen  them,  and  this  affection  increases  with 
my  age.  Ail  my  nation  love  the  whites,  and  alwa3^s 
have  loved  them— Amongst  all  the  good  things  of 
this  world,  I place  the  whites  first.'  But  it  appears, 
that  there  are  many  nations  that  live  nearer  to  you 
than  I,  that  do  not  love  you,  though  you  have  done 
more  for  them  than  you  have  done  for  me.  When 
they  meet  with  you,  they  flatter  you,  in  order  to 
get  presents  from  you,  notwithstanding  which,  they 
would  not  hesitate  to  kill  some  of  your  people  on 
their  way  home.  Some  of  them  shake  hands  with 
you  in  a friendly  manner,  whilst  their  hands  are 
yet  stained  with  your  blood;  and  if  you  examine 
your  own  hands,  ray  father,  I think  you  would  find 
some  of  it  adhering  to  them  yet.  For  my  part, 
my  father,  I am  proud  to  boast,  that  my  hands  are 
clean.  Never  has  one  of  my  nation  stained  his 
hands  with  the  blood  of  a white  man.  I do  not 
understand,  my  father,  your  mode  of  treating  those 
well,  who  treat  yo^  ill.  It  is  true  I know  that  you 
have  more  sense  than  I have,  but  I cannot  under- 
stand it.  I have  heard  that  the  Pawnees  \iave  beep 
to  see  yon,  a nation  that  has  killed,  robbed  and  in- 
sulted your  peopile;  1 was  also  informed  that  you 
feasted  them,  and,  at  their  departure|  put  vt^eapjohs 
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in  their  hands.  I should  not  be  surprised  to  hear, 
that  those  very  weapons  were  stained  with  white 
7.  all’s  blood,  before  they  reached  the  Pawnee  vil- 
lag-e.  Tliis  is  what  I cannot  understand.  Thiscir- 
curristance  led.  me  to  believe,  that,  it  you  treated 
those  that  have  injured  you  so  well,  you  surely  would 
treat  your  poor  children,  the  Omawhaws,  who  iiave 
rieverdone hann  toyour  people,  with  much  kindness 
also.  Hut  1 am  alraid  the  transaction  will  have  a 
bad  eilect  on  iny  youn^^  men.  V/lien  they  heard  ot 
American  troops  ascending'  this  river,  they  feared 
and  respected  them,  liul  I am  tearful  that  this 
transaction  will  throw  them  oft  their  guard,  make 
them  lose  their  re.spect-  for  you,  and  cause  them  to 
do  something  that  they  would  not  otherwise  have 
done,  and  thus  create  trouble  and  difference  be- 
tween us.  You  said,  my  father,  that  tliose  troeps 
do  not  come  to  harm  us.  I believe  it  is  true.  1 
consider  them  all  my  brothers  and  iriends.  So  far 
from  Lhitikiug  they  come  to  injure  me,  I regard 
tlicm  as  my  shield,  to  guard  me  against  bud  nations 
around  me'.  You  say,  that  if  ever  there  is  a differ- 
ence between  us,  that  it  will  be  our  fault;  but  1 
hope  not,  my  father.  I cannot  think  that  the  Omaw- 
haws  will  offer  any  indignity  to  your  people,  n,ovv 
Jiiat  tliey  have  seen  all  those  troops,  when  they 
have  not  harmed  individuals  who  have  resided 
years  in  their  village  unprotected,  allhougii  we 
were  then  less  enlightened  than  we  now  are.— 
Some  think,  my  father,  that  you  have  brought  all 
these  warriors  here  to  take  our  land  from  us,  but 
1 do  not  believe  it.  For  although  1 am  but  a poor 
simple  Indian,  yet  I know  tliat  this  land  will  not 
suit  y-our  farmeVs;  if  I even  thought  your  hearts 
bad  enough  to  lake  tlie  land,  1 would  not  fear  it,  as 
I know  there  is  not  wood  enough  on  it  for  the  use 
of  whites.  You  jniglit  settle  along  this  river,  where 
limber  is  to  be  found;  but  we  cun  alwavs  get  wood 
enough  in  our  country  to  make  our  little  fires. — 
There;  is  one  thing  I fear,  my  father;  my  natinu  is 
coming  down  here  to  hunt  this  winter,  and  if  you 
semi  out  your  soldiers  to  hunt  also,  they  will  drive 
of}’ all  the  game,  and  our  women  and  children  will 
starve,  w’e  have  heard  of  the  ascent  of  the  troops 
♦ip  this  river  ever  since  last  full,  and  we  have  been 
told  by  other  nations,  that  if  they  chance  to  meet 
with  any  s<"juaws  unprotected,  they  ravish  them. — 
r>ut,  my  father,  we  shall  soon  know  if  this  is  true  or 
not,  because,  having  but  little  to  eat,  our  squaws 
will  be  obliged  to  go  out  into  the  prairies  to  dig 
roots;  I shall  trust  to  you,  and  not  hesitate  to  let 
them  go.”  Me  also  observed  that  he  could  net  see 
U»e  necessity  of  stationing  so  many  troops  here,  as 
they  had  no  one  toeppose;  he  thought  it  desirable 
that  they  should  go  higher  up  the  river,  to  chastise 
those  refactory  Indians,  who  will  not  listen  to  our 
words.  “There  is  one  tiling,  my  father,”  he  observ- 
ed, “which  I wish  you  to  inform  me  of.  We  have 
heard  of  your  tying  uj)  and  whipping  individuals 
of  several  nations,  as  you  ascended  this  river.-— 
What  is  the  offence  whicli  will  subject  us  to  this 
punishmciit.  J wish  to  kno\*^,  that  1 may  inform 
my  people,  that  they  may  be  on  their  guard.”  He 
then  observed  that  all  his  children  were  poor,  and 
that  they  had  come  with  the  expectation  of  receiv- 
ing something  from  their  father. 

This  speech,  contrary  to  the  usual  mode  of  In- 
dian  orators,  was  commenced  in  a low  tone,  the 
Voice  gradually  rising  as  the  speaker  proceeded, 
until  it  attaineil  its  full  intonation. 

Several  speakers  subsequently  went  forward 
and  delivered  their  sentiments,  generally  alluding 
to  the  circumstance  of  our  treating  those  who  injure 
us,  kindly,  and  neglecting  our  friends. 


Ta-aoncy  the  White  Dog,  spoke  (with  the  allu- 
sion, andadded,  “Look  at  me,  my  f ather,  look  at  my 
hands,  examine  me  well,  I am  a wild  man,  born  in 
the  prairie;”  and  subsequently,  “I  told  you,  my  fa- 
ther, to  look  at  me,  that  you  might  see  if  there  is 
any  of  the  blood  of  your  people  upon  me.  Some, 
whose  hands  have  been  stained  with  blood,  endea- 
vour to  Wash  it  off,  but  some  of  it  will  still  re- 
main.” 

It  is  proper  to  mention,  as  explanatory  of  some 
of  the  allusions  in  the  above  speeches,  that  the 
Pawnees,  at  the  conclusion  of  their  council,  had 
been  invited  to  dine  at  Camp  Missouri,  and  that 
many  of  their  chiefs  were  there  presented  witli 
sabres,  as  1 before  staled.  It  was  to  tliis  circum- 
stance,  that  the  above  mentioned  speakers  had  re- 
ference, as  being  inexplicable  to  them,  as  it  seemed 
as  if  we  wished  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  those 
evil  doers  through  fear,  and  yet  they  could  hardly 
accuse  us  of  fear,  surrounded  as  we  were  by  so  for- 
midable an  array  of  troops. 

In  the  year  1814,  a trader  married  a beautiful 
Squaw  of  one  of  the  mast  distinguished  families  in 
the  Omawhaw  nation.  This  match,  on  the  part  of 
the  husband,  was  induced  by  the  following  circum- 
stances. Heing  an  active,  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising man,  he  had  introduced  the  American  trade 
to  the  Missouri  Indians,  and  had  gained  great  in- 
fluence amongst  them  by  his  bravery  and  inge- 
nuous deportment.  Hut  he,  at  length,  perceived 
that  his  influence  was  gradually  declining,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  presence  and  wiles  of  many  rival 
traders,  to  whom  his  enterprize  had  opened  the 
way,  and  that  his  customers  were  gradually  forsak- 
ing I'.im. 

'I'hus  circumstanced,  in  order  to  regain  the 
ground  he  liad  lost,  he  determined  to  seek  a ma- 
trimonial alliance  witli  one  of  the  most  powerful 
families  of  the  Omawhaws.  In  pursuance  of  tliis 
rcsoUiiion,  he  selected  a squaw  whose  family  and 
friends  were  such  as  he  desired.  He  addressed 
himself  to  her  parents,  agreeably  to  the  Indian  cus- 
tom, and  informed  them  tluit  he  loved  their  daugh- 
ter, that  he  was  very  sorry  to  see  her  in  the  state  of 
poverty,  common  to  lier  nation,  and  although  he 
possessed  a wife  among  the  white  people,  yet  he 
wished  to  have  one  also  of  the  Omawhaw  nation. 
If  ttiey  would  transfer  their  daughter  to  him  in  mar- 
riage, he  would  obligate  himself  to  treat  her  kind- 
ly; and  as  he  had  commenced  a permanent  trading 
establishment  in  their  country,  he  would  dwell 
during  a )>orlion  of  the  year  with  bar,  and  the  re- 
mainder with  the  w’hite  people,  as  the  nature  of 
his  occupation  required.  His  establishment  should 
be  her  home,  and  that  of  her  people  during  her 
life,  as  he  never  intended  to  abandon  the  trade. — 
In  return,  he  expressed  his  expectation  that,  for 
this  act,  the  nation  would  give  him  the  refusal  of 
their  peltries,  in  order  that  he  might  be  enabled  to 
comply  w^ith  his  engagement  to  them.  He  further 
promised  that  if  the  match  proved  fruitful,  the  chil- 
dren should  be  m.ade  known  to  the  white  people, 
and  would  probably  be  qualified  to  continue  the 
trade  after  his  death. 

l liC  parents  rephed  with  thanks  for  his  liberal 
ofitrs,  and  for  his  disposition  to  have  pity  on  them, 
they  would  not  object  to  the  connection,  and  hoped 
that  their  daughter  would  accept  of  him  as  a hus- 
band. 

'I'he  parents  then  retired,  and  opened  the  sub- 
ject to  the  daughter;  they  assured  her  that  her 
proposed  husband  was  a great  man,  greater  than  any 
of  the  Omawhaws;  thnt  he  vvoidd  do  much  for  her 


/ 

r$  NILES’  UEGISTEIl  OCTOBER  5,  18^:2— INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 


and  for  them,  and  concluded  by  requesting*  her  to  j 
acquiesce  in  the  wishes  of  the  white  man.  She  re-  [ 
plied  that  all  they  said  was,  without  doubt,  true,  and  j 
that,  agreeable  to  his  request,  she  was  willing  to  be- 
come his  wife. 

The  agreement  being  thus  concluded,  the  trader 
made  presents,  agreeably  to  the  custom  of  the  na- 
tion, and  conducted  his  interesting  prize  to  his 
house. 

The  ensuing  autumn  she  bad  the  pleasure  to  see 
him  return,  having  now  conceived  for  him  the 
most  tender  attachment.  Upon  his  visit  the  fol- 
lowing season,  she  presented  him  with  a fine  daiigh 
ter,  born  during  his  absence,  and  whom  she  had 
nursed  with  the  fondest  attention.  Wiih  the  in- 
fant in  her  arms,  she  had  daily  seated  herself  on  the 
bank  of  a river,  and  followed  the  downward  course 
of  the  stream,  wdth  her  eye,  to  gain  the  earliest  no- 
tice of  his  approach.  Thus  time  passed  on.  The 
second  year  the  father  greeted  a son,  and  obtained 
his  squaw’s  reluctant  consent  to  take  their  daugh- 
ter with  liim  on  his  return  voyage  to  the  country  of 
the  wdiite  people.  But  no  sooner  had  he  commenc- 
ed his  voyage,  although  she  had  another  charge 
upon  which  to  lavish  her  carresses,  than  her  mater- 
nal fondness  overpow^ered  her,  and  she  ran  crying 
and  screaming  along  the  river  side  in  pursuit  of 
the  boat,  tearing  out  her  long  flowing  hair,  and  ap- 
pearing to  be  almost  bereft  of  reason.  On  her  re- 
turn home  she  gave  away  every  thing  she  posses- 
sed,  cut  off  her  kair,  wei4  in  deep  mourning, 
and  remained  inconsolable.  She  would  often  say 
that  she  well  knew  that  her  daughter  would  be  bet- 
ter treated,  than  she  could  be  at  home,  but  she 
could  not  avoid  regarding  her  own  situation  to  be 
the  same  as  if  the  Waheonda  had  tgken  away  her 
offspring  forever. 

One  day,  in  company  with  six  other  squaw's,  she 
was  engaged  in  her  agricultural  labors,  Iier  infant 
boy  being  secured  to  his  cradle  like  board,  wdiich 
she  had  carefully  reclined  against  a tx’ee  at  a short 
distance.  They  were  discovered  by  a war  party  of 
Sioux,  who  rushed  towards  them  with  the  expec- 
tation of  gratifying  their  vengeance  by  securing 
all  their  scalps. , An  exclamation  from  her  com- 
panions directed  her  attention  to  the  common  ene- 
my^and  in  her  flight  she  fled  precipitately,  but  sud- 
denly recollecting  her  child,  she  swiftly  returned 
full  in  the  face  of  the  Sioux,  snatched  her  child 
from  the  tree,  and  turned  to  save  its  life,  more  pre- 
cious than  her  own.  She  was  closely  pursued  by 
one  of  the  ^nemy,  when  she  arrived  at  a fence 
which  seperated  her  from  the  trading  house.  A 
moment’s  hesitation  here  would  have  been  fatal, 
and  exerting  all  her  strength,  she  threw  the  child 
with  its  board,  as  far  as  she  could  on  the  opposite 
side. 

Four  of  the  squaws  were  tomahawked,  and  the 
others  escaped,  of  which  number  the  mother  was 
one,  having  succeeded  in  bearing  oft’  her  child  un- 
injured. 

TJie  trader,  on  his  arrival  at  the  settlements, 
learned  thatliis  white,  or  civilized  wife,  had  died 
during  his  absence,  and,  after  a short  interval  devot- 
ed to  the  usual  formalities  of  mourning,  he  united 
bis  destinies  with  another,  and  highly  amiable  lady. 
The  second  season  his  wife  accompanied  him  on 
his  annual  voyage  up  the  Missouri,  to  his  trading 
house,  the  abode  of  his  squaw. 

Previously  to  his  arrival,  however,  he  despatch- 
ed a messenger  to  his  dependants,  at  the  trading 
house,  directing  them  to  prevent  his  squaw  from 
appearing  in  the  presence  of  his  wife.  She  was 
accordingly  sent  off  to  the  village  of  her  nation,  a 


distance  of  sixty  or  seventy  miles.  But  she  could 
not  long  remain  there,  and  soon  returned  with  lier 
little  boy  on  her  back;  and,  accompanied  by  some 
of  her  friends,  she  encamped  near  lier  husband’e 
residence.  She  sent  her  son  to  the  trader,  who 
treated  him  affectionately.  On  the  succeeding  day 
the  trader  sent  for  his  squaw,  and  after  making  her 
some  presents,  he  directed  her  to  accompany  her 
friends  who  were  then  on  their  way  to  their  hunt- 
ing grounds. 

She  departed  without  a murmur,  as  it  is  not 
unusual  with  the  Omawliaws  to  send  off  one  of 
their  wives,  on  some  occasions,  while  they  remain 
with  the  favorite  one. 

About  two  months  afterwards  the  trader  recalled 
her.  Overjoyed  with  what  she  supposed  to  be  her 
good  fortune,  she  lost  no  time  in  presenting  her- 
self before  the  husband  whom  she  tenderly  loved. 
But  great  was  her  disappointment,  when  her  hus- 
band demanded  the  surrender  of  the  child,  and  re- 
nounced for  the  fature  any  association  with  her- 
self, directing  her  to  return  to  her  people,  and  to 
provide  for  her  future  well  being,  in  any  way  she 
might  choose. 

Overpowered  by  her  feeling,?  on  this  demand  and 
repudiation,  she  ran  from  the  house,  and  finding  a 
periogue  on  the  river,  she  paddled  over  to  the  op- 
posite side  and  made  her  escape  into  the  forest, 
with  her  child.  The  night  was  coM  and  attended 
with  a fall  of  snow  and  hail,  lleflecting  upon  her 
disconsolate  condition,  she  resolved  to  return 
again  in  the  morning,  and,  with  the  feelings  of  a 
wife  and  a mother,  to  plead  her  cause  before  die  ar- 
biter of  her  fate,  and  endeavor  to  mitigate  the  cruel 
sentence. 

Agreeably  to  this  determination,  she  once  more 
approached  him,  upon  w'hom  she  liad  claims  para- 
mount to  those  of  any  other  individual.  “Here  is 
our  child”  said  she,  “I  do  not  question  your  fond- 
ness for  him,  but  he  is  still  more  dear  to  me.  Yon 
say  you  will  keep  him  for  yourself,  and  drive  me 
far  from  you.  But  no,  I will  remain  with  him;  I 
can  find  some  hole  or  corner  into  wjiich  1 ma}'’ 
creep,  in  order  to  be  near  him,  and  sometimes  to 
see  him.  If  you  will  not  give  me  lood,  I will,  ne- 
vertheless, remain  until  I starve  before  your  eyes.” 
The  trader  then  ofl'ered  her  a consideralile  pre- 
sent, desiring  her,  at  the  same  time,  to  go  and  leave 
the  child.  But  she  said,  “is  my  child  a dog,  that 
I should  sell  him  for  merchandise.?  You  cannot 
drive  me  away,  you  m^y  beat  me  it  is  true,  and 
otherwise  abuse  me,  but  I will  still  remain.  When 
you  married  me,  you  promised  to  use  me  kindly,  as 
long  as  I should  be  faithful  to  you;  that  I have  been 
so  no  one  can  deny.  Ours  was  not  a marriage  con- 
tracted for  a season,  it  was  to  terminate  only  with 
our  lives.  I was  then  a young  girl,  and  might  have 
been  united  to  an  Otnawhaw  chief,  but  lam  now  an 
old  woman,  having  had  two  children,  and  what  Oma- 
whaw  will  regard  me?  Is  not  my  right  paramount  to 
that  of  your  other  wife;  she  had  heard  of  me  before 
you  possessed  her.  It  is  true  her  skin  is  whiter 
than  mine,  but  her  heart  cannot  be  more  pure  to- 
wards  you  nor  her  fidelity  more  rigid.  Do  not 
take  the  ciiild  from  my  breast,  I cannot  bear  to 
hear  it  cry,  and  not  be  present  to  relieve  it;  per- 
mit me  to  retain  it  until  the  spring,  when  it  will 
be  able  to  eat,  and  then,  if  it  must  be  so,  take  it 
from  my  sight,  that  I may  part  with  it  but  once.” 
Seeing  her  thus  inflexible,  the  trader  Informed 
her,  that  she  might  remain  there  if  slie  pleased, 
but  that  the  child  should  be  immediately  sen^- 
down  to  the  getUerneuts-  ^ 
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The  afTectionate  mother  had  thus  far  sustained 
lierself  during  the  interview  wi'.h  tlie  firmness  of 
conscious  virtue,  and  successfully  resisted  the  im- 
pulse of  her  feelings;  but  nature  now  yielded,  the 
tears  cotirsed  rapidly  over  her  cheeks,  and  clasping 
Jierlsam’.s,  and  bowing  her  head,  she  burst  into  an 
agony  of  grief,  exclaiming,  “w’hy  did  the  Waheonda 
})ste  me  so  much  as  to  induce  me  to  put' my  child 
ag  tin  into  youi  power.’* 

' d’he  feelings  of  the  unhappy  mother  were,  how- 
ever, soon  relieved,  klr.  Dougherty  corninvinicat- 
ed  ti*e  circumstances  of  the  case  to  major  O’Fal- 
Jon,  who  immediately  and  peremptorily  ordered  the 
restoration  of  the  child  to  its  mother,  and  inform- 
ed the  trader  that  any  further  attempt  to  wrest  it 
from  her  should  be  at  his  peril. 


Paraguay. 

TROM  THE  I.OXD«)X  MUilXIXG  CUIIOXICLK. 

Tl  has  been  loug  erroneously  believed  in  I'.urope, 
that  tbc  noted  chief,  w'ho,  for  a period  of 

■\  ears,  governed  the  eastern  bank  of  river  Plate  in 
a stale  of  independence,  rejecting  the  overtures  of 
Spain,  and  withstanding  ilie  attacks  of  the  rival 
government  of  Buenos  Ayres— who,  without  any 
organized  government  of  laws,  without  having 
courts  of  justree,  boards  of  admiraiity  or  any  other 
regular  system  Ter  ihe  trial  of  prizes,  issued  letters 
of  rnarqtie,  v/hich  were  afterwards  simulated  and 
•served  for  an  extensive  plan  of  plunder  and  mur- 
der on  the  seas:  It  has  erroneously  been  believed 

in  Kurope,  we  repeat,  that  this  noted  Ar’igas  has 
been  taken  by  the  Portuguese  and  killed.  Tliis, 
however,  is  not  tire  case.  Aftigas  is  alive,  although, 
periraps,  so  situated  as  lobe  prevented  from  again 
using  his  influence  and  ascendancy,  either  as  a 
terror  to  his  neighbors  or  as  an  instrument  cf  deso- 
lation in  a countr;,  governed  by  him  after  the  Tar- 
tar fasl'iion;  and  t'ae  recent  inquiries  we  have  been 
induced  to  make  after  the  fate  of  this  singular 
character,  have  elicited  a variety  of  interesting 
particular’s  which,  availing  ourselves  of  a leisure 
rnoment,  we  now  layTjefore  our  readers. 

Compared  with  the  other  independent  govern- 
ments which  have  been  formev>in  South  America, 
Paraguay,  known  to  us  from  the  labors  of  the  Je- 
suit, and  the  descriptions  of  Marutori  and  Azara, 
presented  many  singular  points  of  contrast.  When 
the  first  disturbances  commenced  in  that  quarter, 
towards  the  year  1810,  the  inhabitants  of  Paraguay, 
ow'iugto  their  peculiarly  secluded  situation,  judg- 
ed that  no  further  protection  or  support  could  be 
<lerived  from  the  mother  country,  whose  affairs 
soon  afterwards,  at  that  distance,  began  to  look 
desperate,  and  they  early  saw  the  necessity  of  con- 
sidering what  way  they  could  best  administer  their 
own  concerns,  w’ithout  being  dependant  on,  or  em- 
broiled  in  the  quarrels  of  their  neighbors.  Unat- 
tended by  political  commotion  or  anarchy,  a junta 
of  the  principal  inhabitants  was  assembled  to  deli- 
berate on  the  best  plan  to  form  and  carry  on  a 
local  government,  when  upwards  of  1,000  deputies 
.unanimously  declared  in  favor  of  a total  indepen- 
dence, and,  as  it  were,  political  seclusion,  and  in 
that  state  they  have  remained  ever  since.  I'hey 
f urther  determined  that  the  government  should  be 
confided  in  the  person  who,  from  his  virtues  and 
knowledge,  was  most  deserving  of  public  confi- 
dence; but,  in  order  avoid  the  confiict  of  two  par- 
ties. headed  by  two  individuals  equally  entitied  to 
this  distinction,  they  determined  to  elect  Dr.  Fran- 
cia  aii'l  M.  Tedros  joint  governors.  These  two 
persons  admini'stered  the^fiairs  of  Paraguay  jointly, 


each  having  a separate  district,  and  commanding 
an  equal  force;  but  in  the  course  of  time  the  grow- 
ing ascendancy  of  Dr.  Franda  deprived  his  rival 
of  his  party,  and  through  the  sanction  of  another 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  lie  was  made  supreme 
dictator,  the  title  he  how  bears,  and  poor  Vedros 
became  his  prisoner,  and  had  the  limits  of  the  city 
given  to  him,  as  the  boundary  of  his  personal  free- 
dom. 

From  the  peculiar  traits  of  character  Dr.  Francia 
has  since  evinced,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that 
this  Wish  to  exercise  the  supreme  command,  origi- 
nated in  interested  or  ambitious  views.  Had  lie 
been  obstructed  b)  ihe  interference  of  another, 
possibly  he  could  never  have  so  successfully  guard- 
ed his  country  from  civil  commotions,  and  raised 
it  to  the  slate  of  prosperity  and  happiness  it  now 
enjoys  beyond  any  other  portion  of  South  America. 

Ur.  Francia  is  a native  of  Paraguay,  and  w’as  bred 
a lawyer.  Not  food  of  society,  and  rich  enough  to 
live  with  ease  aiul  independence  previous  to  the 
revolution,  he  remained  retired  in  the  country,  - 
principally  devoted  to  study,  llis  pursuits  gave 
him  a reputation  for  learning  beyond  an^  of  his 
countrymen,  and  his  virtuous  and  moral  conduct,^ 
added  to  his  known  disinterestedness,  subsequent- 
ly secured  their  confidence.  Gradually,  Dr.  Fran- 
cia, has  consolidated  his  power,  and  become  a so- 
vereign over  his  country:  but  without  having  any  of 
the  appendages  or  incurring  the  expenses  of  a ru- 
ler. Equity,  justice  and  policy  are  his  guides,  and 
his  administration  is  founded  on  no  written  code  of  ^ 
laws.  The  trade  of  the  country  affords  him  a suf- 
ficient revenue,  and  this  is  expended  with  the  great- 
est frugality.  The  postmaster  and  collector  of  the 
customs  are  the  cr.ly  Ivvd  public  functionaries  he 
employs;  should  they  be  wanting  in  their  duty,  he 
dismisses  them  and  appoints  others.  He  sees  to 
every  thing  himself:  purchases  the  clothing  and 
arms  for  his  militia,  settles  disputes,  grants  pass- 
ports, in  short,  fills  every  department  in  the  state. 
He  has  no  favorites,  and  liis  impartial  demeanor 
stands  unimpeached  in  the  opinion  of  his  fellow 
countrymen,  after  governing  them  for  a number 
of  years,  d'he  militia  of  Paraguay  is  asionishingly 
well  organized.  One  half  is  on  duty  during  .six 
months  in  the  year,  and  for  a similar  period  is 
succeeded  by  the  otlK-r  h.alf.  Thus  lie  has  always 
at  least  3,000  men  at  his  disposal,  and  he  commands 
them  in  person.  Since  he  came  into  power  lie  has 
refu.sed  all  political  intercourse  with  the  neighbor- 
ing provinces,  uniformly  rejected  the  overtures 
made,  and  dismissed  - he  emis.s&ries  sent  to  him. — 
He  has  repelled  the  attacks  of  Buenos  Ayres,  rout- 
ed her  armies,  and  defended  his  territory  from  the 
liostilities  of  s.ivage  Indians. 

It  has  been  the  object  of  Dr.  Fr.ancia  to  keep 
Paraguay  clear  from  those  feuds  and  broils,  which 
have  unfortunately  so  often  desolated  Buenos  Ay- 
i'€S,  and  the  other  provinces,  and  by  his  ability  and 
management  he  has  prevented  anarchy  and  render- 
ed his  country  prosperous — Emigrants  have  flock- 
ed tliere  from  Cornentes,  Tucuman,  Buenos  Ayres, 
Sec.  and  particulaily  from  the  eastern  bank.  The 
population  of  Paraguay,  under  the  last  Spanish  gov- 
ernor, that  is,  about  the  year  1805,  was  only  from 
130,000  to  140,000  souls;  now  it  exceeds  200,000. 
It  cannot  be  attacked,  unless  it  is  by  ascending  the 
river,  and  tliis  is  easily  defended  by  gun  boats. — 
European  t^oods  are  supplied  from  Buenos  \yres 
and  tobacco  and  Paraguay  tea,  so  much  used  in  the 
jiart  of  S.  America  alluded  to,  are  brought  down  in 
return.  The  exportadon  of  coin  is  prohibited,  or 
only  sfllowed  in^exchange  for  arms.  The  exported' 
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tiniber,  so  -rmch  wanted  at  Buenos  Avres,for  house 
and  ship  building,  is  also  prohibited,  unless  in  pay- 
ment for  arms.  Some  United  States  trading  vessels 
have  gone  up  to  Paraguay,  without  touching  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  with  arms  and  warlike  stores,  the 
river  admitting  even  to  that  immense  distance  up, 
ve.ssels  of  300  tons  burden.  The  banks  of  tlie  Parana 
are  lined  with  wilioWs,  and  the  boats  carry  out  long 
lined  tow  lines,  which  are  tied  to  them,  and  the 
vessel  is  then  hauled  gradually  against  the  current. 
In  this  the  Paraguayans  are  very  dexterous;  they 
swim  astonishingly,  well,  and  carry  the  tow-lines 
out  without  the  aid  of  a boat,  by  putting  an  end  in 
their  mouths  to  ascend,  and  o.  to  descend  from  Pa- 
raguay. There  js  also  a local  trade  in  rum,  sugar, 
and  coarse  cottons  of  home  manufacture. 

Dr.  Francia  seems  to  have  followed  the  policy  of 
the  Jesuits  who,  by  the  most  wonderful  address, 
retained,  till  the  time  of  their  expulsion, an  absolute 
dominion,  both  in  spiritual  and  temporal  concerns, 
over  the  inhabitants  of  Paraguay.  He  foresees 
and  provides  for  their  wants,  and  his  great  activity 
forms  a striking  contrast  with  the  general  apathy 
of  hiS  ceuntrymen.  He  forbids  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  from  a wish  to  guard  against  political  agita- 
tion, and  from  similar  motives  he  rejects  the  vi.sits 
of  European  foreigners.  Owing  to  this  peculiar 
policy  it  was,  that  Bonpland,  the  botanist,  on  his 
late  excursion,  was  unable  to  ascend  higher  than 
Corrientes;  but  he  receives  Spaniards,  South  Ame- 
ricans and  Brazilians  indiscriminately,  and  treats 
them  according  to  their  deserts,  although  he  does 
not  allow  Spaniards  to  marry  white  women  in  the 
country  he  governs. 

It  is  into  the  power  of  this  singular  man,  that  Ar- 
tigus  has  fallen.  He  has  been  his  prisoner  for  near- 
ly two  years.  Not  flying  from  the  Portuguese,  but 
from  the  persecutions  of  a parly  of  his  own  coun- 
trymen, under  Bamirez,  wlio  was  himself  subse- 
quently killed  at  Rio  Seco,  a place  situated  between 
Santiago  del  Estero,  and  Santa  Fe,  towards  the 
close  of  1820.  Artigas  sought  an  asylum  in  Para- 
guay, and  there  found  one;  but  his  turbulent  dis- 
position not  allowing  him  to  be  quite,  he  formed  a 
plan  to  raise  troops,  and  again  recover  his  ascen- 
dancy; when  Dr.  Francia,  not  to  involve  his  country 
with  his  neighbors,  arrested  him  in  a convent,  where 
he  was  closely  watched  and  guarded,  when  the  last 
advices  left  Paraguay.  Notwithstanding  the  facts 
above  stated,  there  are  still  cruizers  at  sea  wearing 
the  flag  of  Artigas,  and  most  of  their  captures  are 
paid  at  Lloyd’s. 
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MaJ,  gen.  Brotun^  we  are  happy  to  say,  has  been 
restored  to  such  a state  of  health  as  to  enable  him 
to  resume  his  duties  at  head  quarters — he  arrived 
at  Washington  a few  days  ago. 

Capt.  JoAn  H.  Elton^oi  the  navy,  died  at  Norfolk 
on  Saturday  last,  after  a lingering  illness,  aged 
about  37  years. 

Col.  Matthew  Lyon,  U.jS.  factor  for  the  Cherokee 
nation,  died  at  Spadre  Bluff,  in  Arkansas,  on  the  1st 
of  August  ult.  aged  about  76  years.  He  was  a sol- 
dier of  the  revolution,  and  for  some  time  a member 
of  congress,  from  Vermont,  and  afterwards  from 
Kentucky. 

The  French  corvette  La  Tarn,  has  arrived  at 
Norfolk  from  Rochefort. 

Another  naval  fight.  It  is  said,  that,  on  the  6th 
Sept,  in  the  Mona  passage,  the  U.  S.  schooner  Allu 


gator  fell  in  with,  and,  after  an  action,  captured  th® 
Spauisli  piratical  brig  Polomo^  of  16  guns,  and  180 
men.  Another  account  says  there  is  no  truth  in 
the  preceding  report. 

An  account,  truly  Spanish,  in  the  old  fashioned 
style,  has  been  published  at  Porto  Rico,  of  tlie  cap- 
ture  of  the  Palmyra  by  the  Grampus.  The  most 
important  thing  mentioned  is,  that  the  latter  fired 
into  the  former  without  “warning  or  explanation!” 
and  that  the  crew  of  the  privateer  were  much  abus- 
ed, &c. 

Mr.  Cranford,  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  a 
late  visit  to  his  former  home  in  Georgia,  wasreceiv. 
ed  at  many  places  with  distinguished  respect,  and 
complimented  with  several  public  dinners.  At  the 
dinner  at  Athens,  the  following  were  among  the 
toasts  drank: 

Thomas  Jefferson — The  re  incorporation  of  hir 
principles,  so  purely  republican,  into  the  body  of 
our  government,  “is  a consummation  devoutly  to  be 
wished.” 

Principles  and  not  men — The  motto  of  every  good 
citizen,  and  the  creed  of  every  honesUpolitician. 

The  United  States — May  all  attempts  at  either 
sectional  or  political  division,  acquire  neither  length 
of  acquiescence  or  strength  of  influence,  but  be 
resisted  with  unceremonious  contempt. 

By  Mr.  Crawford — The  memory  of  general  Jeti, 
Tliomas— his  gailanlry  in  action  was  not  less  con- 
spicuous than  his  integrity  as  a citizen. 

(Ml*.  Crawford  having  retired) — Our  enlightened 
guest,  William  U.  Crawford — Wharever  may  be  the 
hopes  to  the  contrary,  the  world  may  be  assur- 
ed he  has  not  lost  the  confidence  and  attachment 
of  his  own  state. 

By  col.  John  A.  Cobb — Prosperity  to  the  manufac- 
tures of  the  United  States,  without  the  aid  of  pro-^ 
tecting  duties. 

The  following  were  drank  at  Greensborongh; 

By  Mr.  Crawford — The  memory  of  the  personal 
and  political  friend  of  my  youth,  Peter  Early — May 
his  public  virtues  stimulate  those  who  succeed  him 
to  emulate  his  patriotic  exertions. 

By  the  president — (Mr.  Crawford  having  retired) 
— Our  distinguished  guest,  William  H.  Crawford — 
His  vigorous  intellect,  republican  simplicity,  exten* 
sive  political  information  and  inflexible  integrity* 
eminently  qualify  him  for  the  first  olhee  in  the  gift 
of  the  American  people. 

By  Thomas  Crawford,  esq. — Southern  rights—* 
Slavery  is  no  institution  of  ours — if  we  are  obliged 
to  support  it,  it  is  because  we  can’t  help  it. 

Canaiuliagua,  JV.  Y.  Sept.  20.  By  a gentleman 
passing  this  place  from  Chenango,  we  learn  the  fol- 
lowing melancholy  circumstances,  which  he  stated 
to  have  occurred  last  week  in  the  town  of  Otselic, 
in  the  above  county. 

A large  number  of  men  w'ere  employed  in  raising 
a barn;  two  young  men  were  scuffling,  and  the  neck 
of  one  was  broken  in  the  affray:  in  this  situation  he 
was  carried  before  his  father,  who  was  holding  a 
corner  post  of  one  of  the  bents — when,  (dreadful 
to  relate),  the  father,  shocked  at  the  horrid  spec- 
tacle, left  his  hold,  by  which  means  the  limbers 
fell  and  killed  seven  men  on  the  spot. 

Texas.  There  are  miserable  accounts  from  Aus- 
tin’s settlement,  and  those  who  w'ere  seduced  to 
emigrate  to  Texas  have  chiefly  perished  by  various 
hardships,  or  returned  again  to  the  United  States. 
It  is  stated  that  every  settler  was  required  to  make 
oath'  that  he  was  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion, 
no  other  being  tolerated.  , 
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Bank  of  the  U.  S.  The  important  exposition  of 
the  atfsiii'3  of  this  institution,  which  occupies  so 
large  a portion  of  the  present  sheet,  cannot  fail  to 
excite  the  public  attention,  deeply  interested  in 
this  establishment,  for  it  partakes  somewhat  of  a 
naho7ioZ  character,  though  it  has  been  so  much  de- 
voted to  private  purposes.  We  have  not  yet  seen 
the  documents  referred  to,  but,  if  any  or  the  whole 
of  them  shall  appear  necessary  to  the  more  full  elu- 
cidation of  the  facts  stated,  they  shall  have  a place 
in  the  Register. 

The  Greeks.  Though  we  cannot  “thank  God,” 
as  many  seemingly  pious  people  say  that  they  do, 
even  in  temples  or  places  appropriated  to  Ilis  vvor- 
ship,  for  the  destruction  of  the  human  race,  we  can 
not  altogether  withhold  an  expression  of  high  gra- 
tification  at  the  news  received  from  Greece — per- 
haps we  do  rejoice,  and  may  rightfully  rejoice,  at 
the  great  slaughter  of  the  Turks;  seeing  that,  if 
they  had  not  been  killed,  they  would,  most  certainly, 
have  massacreetl  the  Greeks,  and  have  performed 
in  the  Morea  a second  part  of  the  terrible  tragedy 
acted  in  Scio.  If  the  accounts  are  true,  and  w^e  see 
no  reason  to  doubt  them  except  because  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  victory,  we  may  begin  to  calcu- 
late upon  the  liberation  of  Greece  by  the  arms  of 
her  sons,  worthy  of  the  be.st  days  of  this  interesting 
country.  See  “Foreign  News,”  under  the  head  of 
Turkey;  a name  that  we  have  some  little  hope  may 
be  blotted  from  the  map  of  Europe. 

Health.  A few  cases  of  fever  are  still  reported 
3t  New  York,  and  the  ‘infected  district’  is  yet  nearly 
uninhabited.  We  had  forty  deatlis  by  “bilious  fe- 
ver” in  Baltimore,  in  the  last  week— many  of  them 
caused  by  diseases  of  the  most  violent  character. 
The  latest  accounts  from  Pensacola  shew  that  the 
city  was  nearly  deserted,  and  give  us  a long  list  of 
deaths;  many  estimable  and  distinguished  persons 
bare  found  a grave  at  this  place:  and,  it  is  said, 
that  the  living  who  remained  in  the  city,  were 
hardly  sufficient  to  inter  the  dead!  The  disease 
generally  terminated  in  about  five  days.  The  fugi- 
tives from  the  pestilence  have  suffered  great  hard- 
ships on  account  of  the  sparse  settlement  of  the 
neighboring  country,  and  the  most  respectable  fa- 
milies have  been  glad  to  obtain  the  garret  of  a 
miserable  hut  to  shield  them  from  the  weather.  At 
New  Orleans,  also,  though,  until  late  in  the  season, 
very  healthy,  the  yellow  fever  has  broken  out,  and 
was  carrying  off  10  or  12  persons  every  day. 

Slavery.  One  gteat  good,  at  least,  will  grow  out 
of  the  revolutions  in  Mexico,  Colombia,  &c.  for 
slavery  is  abolished  in  all  of  them— and,  after  a few 
years,  the  road  to  honor,  respectability  and  wealth 
being  open  to  all — distinctions,  on  account  of  color, 
will  be  lost,  and  the  whole  mass  of  society  have  a 
common  interest  and  feeling.  Let  the  future  fate 
of  these  countries  be  what  it  may,  personal  slavery 
cannot  berestoreil.  Much  alarm  prevails  in  Louisiana 
in  consequence  of  the  flight  of  slaves  to  Mexico — 
see  page  96. 

Terhible  storm.  The  city  of  Charleston  was 
visited  by  the  most  destructive  hurriewe  on  th^  27th 
Voi.  XXII!, 5; 


and  28th  ult.  that,  probably,  ever  occurred  in  our 
country.  The  direction  of  the  wind  was  such  that 
the  damage  done  in  the  harbor  was  slight  compared 
with  that  sustained  in  the  city.  Many  houses  were 
completely  prostrated,  and  a considerable  number 
of  persons  killed  thereby — six  of  them  by  the  fall- 
ing of  one  building;  several  vessels  were  driven 
ashore  or  sunk— others  lost  masts  and  spars;  but 
the  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus  rode  out  the  gale  in 
safety.  It  appears  th.at  hardly  a house  in  the  city 
escaped  uninjured,  and  the  streets  were  almost 
impassable  for  the  number  of  trees,  &c.  that  had 
fallen  in  them.  The  force  of  the  storm  may  be  par- 
tially estimated  by  the  following  circumstances:— 
“The  sheet  of  tin  wliich  covered  the  cupalo  of  the 
circular  church  in  Meeting  street,  about  twenty 
feet  in  circumference,  and  which  was  well  fastened 
round  with  brass  nail.s,  three  or  four  inches  in 
length,  was  completely  torn  up  by  the  fury  of  the 
storm,  and  carried  through  the  air  into  Queen-st. 
a distance  of  about  one  hundred  yards.  The  iron 
vane  at  the  top  of  St.  Michael’s  church  has  been 
considerably  bent,  and  the  top  of  St.  Philip’s  church 
has  been  carried  away.” 

“ The  thermometer  rose  from  70  degrees  at  10 
o’clock,  to  77^  at  1 o’clock. 

“The  barometer  fell,  in  the  same  time,  from  30® 
15’  to  29®  50’. 

“The  tide  rose  and  fell,  about  one  o’clock,  6 fett 
in  45  minutes.” 

This  storm  appears  to  have  reached  Raleigh,  N.C. 
though  the  damage  sustained  there  was  not  great. 
The  mails  from  the  south  were  delayed  several  days 
— and  such  was  the  amount  of  trees  prostrated  on 
the  roads,  that  one  gentleman  was  eight  hours  in 
going  eleven  miles!  It  was  thought  that  one  half 
of  the  trees  had  been  blown  down  or  bent.  The 
preceding  account  reached  us  by  a vessel  that  ar- 
rived at  Norfolk,  and,  since  the  hurricane  up  to 
yesterday  evening,  inclusive,  we  have  not  received 
any  mail  from  Charleston. 

Piracy.  The  pirates  of  Cuba,  &c.  appear  to  be 
nearly  as  active  as  ever  they  were,  and  not  unfr*- 
quenily  terminate  their  abuse  of  persons  by  putting 
them  to  death.  Some  great  and  general  effort  must 
be  made  by  the  United  States,  England,  France,  &c. 
to  exterminate  these  wretches,  who  do  not  respect 
any  flag,  or  suffer  any  thing  to  stand  in  the  way  be- 
tween them  and  their  business,  but /orce. 

The  Aurora  newspaper  establishment  has  been 
sold  by  Mr.  Duane,  its  veteran  proprietor,  to  Mr. 
James  Wilson,  editor  of  the  Steubenville  Herald, 
who,  at  a fonner  period,  had  charge  of  the  Aurora 
for  some  time.  Mr.  Duane,  is  about  to  be  absent 
from  the  United  States.  The  following  extract 
from  his  parting  address  to  his  delinquent  sub- 
scribers, presents  too  true  a portrait  of  the  negli- 
gence with  which  the  just  claims  of  the  publishecs 
of  newsp.Hpers  are  often  treated: — 

“There  is  one  subject,  which,  if  I were  alone 
concerned,  I should  scorn  to  notice  on  an  occasion 
like  the  present — I mean  the  vast  amount  due  to 
me  for  value  delivered;  my  duty  to  others,  however, 
compels  me  to  make  an  anxious  appeal  to  the  jus- 
tice, and,^  indeed,  to  fhe  generosity,  of  those, 
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are  indebted  to  me— if  they  had  repaid  my  servi- 
res  with  the  fidelity  with  which  I am  conscious 
those  services  were  performed,  I shhuld  not  have 
had  occasion  to  relinquish  this  paper,  (a  painful 
operation),  or  to  seek,  in  my  sixiy-tlurd  year,  in  a 
foreign  clime  ai:.d  new  pursuit,  the  means  nccesiary 
10  the  support  of  u numerous  tamily.’* 

To  the  editor  of  (he  t'Veekhj  Register. 

Stn:  In  a late  mm. her  there  is  an  excellent  paper 
<in  the  moral  force  which  Great  Britain  exercises 
over  this  country;  to  the  sentiments  of  which  I 
most  cerdiahy  subscribe,  believing  them  to  be  per- 
fectly correct.  With  a view  of  aiding  you  in  your 
laudable  endeavors  of  putting  down  this  pernicious 
.inflnenre,  1 send  you  an  extract  from  a late  periodi- 
cal inibhcation  in  Bi  itain,  of  acknowledged  respec- 
lability  and  veracity.  In  this  your  readers  really 
find  depiclod  the  true  character  of  the  persons  who 
exercise  the  power  in  England,  and  will  dearly  see 
the  reason  why  the  cause  of  suffering  Immamty  in 
Greece  is  so  little  regarded  among  many  of  our  mo. 
rai  and  religious  people.  1 he  columns  of  the.  London 
Courier  may  be  consulted  in  coroboralion. 

« I he  ministers  of  England,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  language  of  their  organ,  the  unprincipled 
Courier,  are  devoting  tlie  resources  of  this  mighty 
empire  to  the  extinction  of  every  thing  liberal  and 
generous  in  the  aliairs  of  mankind.  The  Greeks  are 
insurgent  rebels,  as  cruel  as  the  Turks,  ami  ought  not 
io  receive  support.  The  Spaniards  are  public  enemies 
of  religion  and  royal  prerogatives,  and  ought  to  be  put 
daivn.  The  American  republics  ought  to  receive  no 
countenance;  and  the  Irish  peasantry  ought  to  be  fed 
CIS  paupers  rather  than  be  restored  to  their  civil  and 
social  rights.  In  truth,  such  a series  of  machiavel- 
lian turpitude  never  was  so  nnblushingly  displayed 
as  appears  from  day  to  day  in  this  ministerial  organ. 
Happily  however  the  Greek  cause  improves.  The 
friends  of  absolute  power  and  pnest-craft  in  Spain 
have  met  with  defeat  in  every  quarter;  the  Ameri- 
can republics  will  be  established  in  spite  of  all  their 
enemies;  and  the  pauperism  of  the  Irish -will  render 
their  situation  known  to  the  world,  and  when  known, 
their  social  wrongs  must  be  permanently  redressed. 

“Parliament  is  not  yet  prorogued;  but  a reward 
might  be  oftered  for  the  discovery  of  any  laudable 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  during  so  pro- 
longed a session,  without  the  hazard  of  being  claim- 
ed. Never  was  more  promised, — never  was  more 
expected, — never  was  more  wanted  by  a country 
bleeding  in  all  its  vital  parts, — arid  never  w'as  less 
done.  Incapacity  must  be  the  apology,  for  cer- 
tainly less  talent  never  appeared  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons than  at  this  time,  and  nothing  could  render  a 
patriot  more  melancholy  and  hopeless,  than  a few 
nights’  attendance  on  its  technical  debates.” 

Let  our  American  brethren  read  the  above  true 
character  of  the  organs  of  the  moral  force  which  is, 
most  unfortunately,  weilded  over  our  beloved  land; 
and,  if  possessed  of  republican  feeling,  they  will 
blush  that  the  case  should  be  so — if  possessed  of  pa- 
triotism they  will  use  their  utmost  eiforts  to  do  away 
its  effects,  by  discountenancing  all  pernicious  impor- 
tations from  a country  which  is  ruled  by  such  inve 
terate  enemies  to  republican  principles  and  to  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  J.  M, 

National  Law.  From  a London  paper.  An  answer 
has  been  received  by  the  underwriters  at  Lloyd’s 
coffee  house,  from  the  Dutch  government,  which 
has  excited  some  surprise.  It  regards  the  Lutine 
;frigate>  W-hiOlb  been  stated  in  the  newspa- 


pers, was  long  since  wrecked  on  the  coas;  of  Hol- 
land, with  half  a mhlion  of  specie  onboard,  intend- 
ed for  Prussia.  Not  a soul  survived,  nor  was  it 
known  what  had  become  of  the  frigate  until  recent- 
ly, when  she  was  found  buried  in  the  sand,  on  the 
Dutch  coast.  The  British  government,  which  sent 
the  specie  as  a subsidy  to  Prussia,  insured  at  Lloyd’s, 
and  in  due  course  received  the  money  on  proof  of 
the  loss.  The  insurers,  therefore,  or  such  of  hem 
as  are  alive,  applied  a short  lime  since  lo  the  Dutch 
government,  for  permission  to  take  the  specie  out 
of  the  wreck  of  the  Lutine.  Tlie  .*nswe.r  obtained 
this  day,  though  very  courteous,  is  by  no  means  sa- 
tisfatory,  upon  any  account.  It  is  tins;  That  as 
theiLutine-was  wrecked  pen(4jt  g a war  with  Hol- 
land, the  property  of  course  became Dutch,  and  no 
restoration  can  tliereiore  be  nv.'de.  Hadtiie  disas- 
ter occurred  while  peace  existed,  the  Dutch  govern- 
ment would  have  been  most  ready  to  afford  every 
facility  for  the  recoveiy  of  the  specie  from  the 
wreck. 

FOKEIGN  NEWS. 

London  papers  of  September  9 

The  congress.  .Several  ministers  from  foreign 
courts  are  stated  to  have  arrived  at  Paris,  on  their 
way  to  the  congress.  The  following  is  given  in  the 
Pahs  papers  of  the  5th  of  August,  as  a summary  of 
the  propositions  to  be  submitted  to  the  congress  of 
Verona:— 

“1.  To  declare  firmly  and  openly  against  revolu- 
tions of  every  kind.  2.  To  entrust  the  guarantee 
of  Italy  and  Germany  to  Austria.  3.  To  agree  to  a 
secret  article  relative  to  Spain.  4.  To  renew  tlie 
guarantees.given  to  tlie  other  states  of  Europe.  5- 
To  declare  a neutrality,  at  least  ostensibly,  with  re- 
spect to  the  affaiis  of  Turkey.  6.  To  invite  the 
different  powers  to  abstain  from  open  war  with 
Spain.  7.  To  agree  to  repre.ssive  and  general  mea- 
sures with  respect  to  the  press. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  18th  regiment 
of  Hussars  lately  disbanded,  was  raised  in  1759,  by 
the  present  marquis  of  Drogheda,  who  command- 
ed it  sixty-two  years! 

A successor  for  lord  Castlereagh  was  not  yet  de-< 
termined  on— but  it  seems  to  have  been  generally- 
thought  that  Mr.  Peel  would  be  appointed  The 
duke  of  Wellington  goes  to  the  continental  con- 
gress in  the  place  of  the  late  minister. 

Mr.  Wellesley  Long,  famous  for  his  prodigalitieSj?, 
recently  appointed  to  an  office  in  the  household  ot’ 
the  king,  with  a view,  it  was  thought,  of  preventing 
his  arrest  for  debt,q)lead  his  “privilege;”  but  being- 
told,  by  authority,  that  it  would  not  avail  him,  he 
fled  again  to  France. 

The  mob  in  London  are  stated,  in  the  Sun  news- 
paper, to  have  expressed  “a  feeling  of  triumphant 
joy  at  the  funeral  of  the  marquis  of  Londonderry. 
At  Hambledon,  near  Portsmouth,  and  Laxfield,  ii> 
Suffolk,  the  church  bells  were  rung,  as  an  expres- 
sion of  exultation  over  the  melancholy  fate  of  that 
great  statesman.” 

Some  i^uture  good  may  be  realized  out  of  the 
present  distress  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  As  the 
best  way  of  affording  relief,  it  is  said  that  about 
forty  thousand  persons  are  now  employed  in  mak- 
ing roads,  &c.  in  the  counties  of  Mayo  and  Galway. 

It  is  stated  that  there  are  fresh  symptoms  of  an 
insurrectionary  spirit  in  Ireland.  “The.  hereditary 
bondsmen  are  determined  to  strike  another  blow  this 
winter,” 

A Scotch  paper  says— The  sword  which  was 
drawn  by  the  renowned  Sir  William  .Wallace,  and 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  noble  family  of  Lou- 
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don,  who  are  lineal  descendants  of  that  illustrious 
hero,  has  been  sent  ott'  from  L(  udon  Chsile,  in  \yr- 
shire,  under  an  escort  of  a detachment  of  the  Lou- 
don troop  of  Ayrshire  yeomanry  cavalry,  for  the 
inspection  of  the  king'. 

Herschell,  the  astronomer,  died  on  the  25th  Au- 
gust, in  the  86th  year  of  his  age.  U’hat  a folly  it 
was  to  have  dubbed  that  man  as  ‘*Sir  William!” 

The  best  wheat  is  selling  in  England  for  5s.  6d. 
per  bushel  of  70  lbs.  Other  sorts  of  provisions  are 
proportionally  cheap,  and  an  increased  distress  of 
the  agricultural  interest  may  be  expected! 


The  actual  expenditure  of  the  British  govern- 
ment  for  fifteen  years,  taken  from  a late  work. 


1806, 

£82,337.000  sl!g. 

Of  which  was  paid 
as  subsidies  ol 

1807, 

83,782.000 

foreign  powers. 

1808, 

89,802,000 

£3  989,000 

1809, 

95,604.000 

1,259.000 

1810, 

94.566,000 

2,059,000 

1811, 

102,340.000 

2,977.000 

1812, 

114,552,000 

5,315,000 

181.3, 

131,825,000 

11,294,000 

1814, 

137,348,000 

10,024,000 

1815, 

127,364.000 

11,035.000 

2816, 

99.593,000 

Ir,  73 1,000 

1817, 

73.061,000 

1818, 

73,224.000 

1819, 

73.697,000 

1820, 

74,986.000 

Or  333  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1820. 


A young  laborer  lately  won  the  heart  of 
his  employer’s  daughter  iu  the  west  of  England,  to 
the  great  displeasure  of  her  father,  a man  of  pro- 
perly. The  ^'atlier  settled  a sum  of  money  on 
her  and  got  her  made  a ward  in  chancery,  and 
the  youth  was  forbiilden  to  hold  any  com.munica- 
tion  with  the  “infant,”  then  seventeen  years  old. 
But,  after  this,  the  young  lady  wrote  a letter  to  her 
lover,  which  be  received — he  was,  thereupon,  ar- 
rested for  a “contempt  of  court,”  and  confined  in 
j^ail  three  years,'  but  then  released  through  the  in- 
terference of  some  respectable  persons  who  de- 
precated such  severity  of  treatment,  though  their 
ell'orts  were  still  opposed  by  the  father. 

FvuJice.  A society  of  Carbonari,  is  said  recently 
to  have  been  discovered  at  Paris,  with  the  object 
of  overturning  the  existing  government,  by  foment- 
ing insurrections  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
which  they  hoped  would  ultimately  become  gene- 
ral. 

In  a late  debate  in  the  French  chamber  of  depu- 
ties, while^discussing  a proposition  for  that  purpose, 
M.  Bastarreche  opposed  the  erection  of  statues  to 
generals  Pichegru  and  Moreau,  on  the  ground  that 
the  former  sullied  his  services  by  betraying  his  coun- 
try  atone  time,  and  losing  his  life  in  an  attempt  to 
commit  “a  cowardly  assassination”  on  the  person  of 
Napoleon.  With  respect  to  Moreau,  he  declared 
himself  to  have  been  his  most  intimate  friend  and 
the  sharer  of  his  exile,  but  he  had  perished,  fight- 
ingin  the  ranks  of  foreigners  against  France;  and 
whilst,  as  a friend,  he  would  cheerfally  contribute  to 
raise  a statue  to  his  memory  for  a px’ivate  sanctua- 
f}’,  as  a deputy  of  France  he  should  vote  against  it 
as  a puWic  monument.  It  was  observed  that  al- 
though the  impression  of  that  speech  was  negatived, 
all  the  military  officers,  even  those  belonging  to  the 
right,  rose  in  its  favor,  thus  showing  to  the  cham- 
ber that  they  shared  the  opinions  of  the  orator  with 
respect  to  the  close  of  Moreau’s  career.  The  vari- 
'dus  sums  prop o^d,  were  huweverj  wifliout 

a clis  cussiort. 
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Oil  an  e.xamiii.iUofi  ot  our  French  joutn.iis,  (say® 
tlie  New  Yoik  (,'az<tte),  we  find  an  ai  co^uit  m ;ue 
Havre  paper  of  tlie  17th  of  August,  of  -.t  public  (.hn- 
ner  given  to  ttie  baron  Ilvde  de  Ntuvdle  at  the  ex- 
change, onthel5tli.  'I’he  number  of  su^. scribe  re  was 
58.  Among  the  guests  were  the  sub-pr-  fert,  the 
chiefs  of  ‘.Tiarine,  the  inspector  of  customs,  and  the 
United  Sataies  vice  consul.  'I'hc  exchange  room 
was  transformed  into  a banquet  hall  at  twenty  four 
hours  notice,  and  was  decorated  with  the  P\ench 
and  American  flags  united.  The  bust  of  the  king 
was  placed  in  the  arcade  in  the  centre,  giving  the 
appearance  of  a father  presidirg  in  liis  fa  ml)  at  the 
re-uiuon  of  his  children. 

'I'he  mayor,  as  president  of  tlie  chamber  of  com- 
merce, the  president  of  the  ri  ibuiial  ot  commf  rce, 
and  managers  appointed  by  the  subscribers,  did  the 
honors  of  liie  table. 

Afier  the  cloth  was  removed,  the  following  toasts 
were  drank: 

The  king. 

'Fhe  president  of  tlie  United  States. 

To  the  happy  establishment  of  the  girectr  com- 
mercial relations  between  the  two  nations. 

I’eace  and  comrr.erce. 

Baron  Hyde  de  Neuville,  the  negotiatot  of  the 
treaty. 

After  this  toast  the  baron  rose  and  made  the  fol- 
low tr.g  address: 

Gentlemen:  Having  terminated  the  mission  with 
which  the  king  has  deigned  to  intrust  me,  and  now 
ready  to  render  him  an  account,  it  is  very  grateful 
to  my  feelings  to  receive  so  flattering  a testimony 
of  good  will  in  the  city  of  a kingdom,  which  so  emi- 
nently contributes  by  its  industry,  to  the  national 
prosperity. 

I dare  not  flatter  myself,  gentlemen,  that  I hare 
always  met  the  views  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
the  noble  and  powerful  resources  of  riches,  force 
and  the  glory  of  empires;  but  this  ! can  assure  you, 
that  1 have  neglected  nothing  in  the  defence  andl 
conciliation  to  these  interests. 

“Neither  have  I neglected  any  thing,  (and  I re- 
ceived my  instructions  from  the  king  himself),  in 
hastening  to  conciliate,  in  the  most  equitable  man- 
ner, the  interests  of  two  nations  which  love  and 
esteem  each  other,  and  are  united,  and  wish  to  re- 
main so. 

“Yes,  gentlemen,  the  Americans  love  us;  they 
rejoice  with  the  joy  of  friends,  (it  would  give  me 
pleasure  to  repeat  expressions  1 have  heard)  in  the 
actual  prosperity  of  France.  Let  us,  with  the  same 
cordiality,  rejoice  in  theirs,  and  pray  that  the  .strict- 
est union  may  ever  exist  between  two  people  who 
neither  have  or  can  have  any  true  cause  of  misuii- 
dt-Tstauding,  and  who  are  connected  by  mutual  iit- 
tercsls. 

“This  union,  so  desirable  and  so  much  desired- 
by  the  intelligent  of  the  two  countries,  cannot  but 
turn  to  the  advantage  of  all  nations,  in  aiding  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  peace  of  the  world,  and  tfie 
strengthening  of  a principle,  of  which  all  govern- 
ments cannot  but  recognize  the  importance,  a 
principle  which  all  liberal  and  generous  minds 
should  watch  and  defend— -that  of  the  liberty  of 
the  seas. 

“Accept,  gentlemen,  tlie  exjiression  of  my  grati-. 
tude,  and  permit  me  toofl’er  you  the  following  toast? 

“The  city  of  Havre,  one  of  the  most  flourishinjf 
cities  in  the  beautiful  and  powerful  kingdom 
France.  She  must  increase  iu  prosperity  under  so 
enlightened  and  w*ise  a monarch,  who  appreciates 
and  honors  commerce,  and  has  the  disposition  to 
<fttcourage  and  restoi^e  rration^ij  fifarigatryn.” 


84 


NILES’  IIEGISTEU— OCTOBER  [2,  1822— FOREIGN  NEWS. 


This  sentiment  was  listened  to  with  attention, 
and  received  the  unanimous  plaudits  of  the  com- 
pany. 

The  Caron  set  out  the  next  day  for  Paris. 

Chamber  of  Deputies.  We  received,  (says  a I>on- 
don  paper  of  Jidy  24),  the  Paris  papers  of  Wed* 
nesday,  last  night  by  express. 

The  discussion  of  the  budget  has  been  conducted 
with  considerable  warmth.  The  fallowing  scene 
occurred  in  the  sitting  of  the  16tli. 

It  appears  very  extraordinary,  said  M.  de  Yillde, 
that  the  kitig’s  government  should  be  reproached 
with  the  care  it  takes  to  pay  the  debts  of  former 
governments;  if  there  is  any  remarkable  phenome- 
non that  could  prove  the  power  of  legitimacy,  and 
of  the  institutions  which  guarantee  our  public 
liberties,  it  was  the  spectacle  presented  for  seve- 
hal  years  by  the  king^s  government,  imposing  enor* 
mous  sacriiices  upon  the  people  to  till  the  pockets 
of  those  who  served  tlie  preceding  government. 

The  most  violent  agitation  broke  out  on  the  left; 
all  the  members  rose  at  once  and  violently  abus- 
ed  the  minister.  M.  M.Casmir  Perier,  Lalitte,  De- 
marcay  and  de  Grammont,  were  particularly  re- 
marked. 

M.  Cignon — It  is  infan  ous. 

M.  Dupont  (de  i’Eure) — Do  not  Insult  the  cham- 
ber. 

M . Chauvelin — Let  every  one  empty  his  pockets. 

A voice  - You  have  paid  foreigners  with  what 
Came  to  your  hands. 

The  minister — I know  that  when  the  truth  is 
told  [new  interruptions  more  violent  still  on  the 
lefc]. 

M.  de  Villele — W’hat  fact  do  you  dispute?  [on 
the  rigid,  order!  order!] 

M.  Foy— Your  order  is  disorder. 

The  president — I request  the  chamber  to  be  si- 
lent; the  king’s  minister  ought  to  be  lieard. 

On  the  left — Y"es,  when  he  speaks  with  propriety, 
and  does  not  insult  the  chamber. 

The  ])resident — It  is  for  the  dignity  of  the  cham 
ber  not  to  answer  by  such  interruptions.  The  king’s 
minister  ought  to  be  heardj  you  can  answer  him  if 
you  nave  any  thing  to  answer,  but  he  ought  to  be 
heard  in  tranquility  and  silence. 

M.  de  Villele — Is  it  pretended  that  1 have  not 
been  correct,  or  that  1 have  insulted  the  chamber? 
I have  said  that  the  king’s  government  has  impos. 
ed  sacrifices  on  the  people,  and  great  sacrifices. — 
Upwards  of  800,000,00Q/'.  is  raised  to  pay,  I have 
not  said  persons,  but  debts,  which  however,  comes 
to  the  same  thing,  for  there  are  no  debts  without 
creditors,  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  preceding  govern- 
ment. 

On  the  right — That  is  clear. 

The  tumult  re-commenced. 

Kumerous  voices  on  the  left — Ue  does  well;  as 
he  has  the  profit  he  ought  to  bear  the  expense. 

Another  voice — It  is  the  nation  who  pays,  not 
him. 

M.  Perier — All  the  liquidations  have  been  pur- 
chased by  your  people. 

Another  voice — The  privileged  brokers  have  car- 
ried on  a scandalous  commerce. 

Gen.  Foy — Is  it  us  who  have  devoured  the  trea- 
sures of  the  extraordinary  domain? 

Another  voice — Is  it  us  who  have  caused  the  civil 
war  amongst  our  neighbors?  (The  tumult  was  at  its 
height,  the  members  of  the  right  and  the  left  rose 
and  loudly  abused  each  other.  M.  Delalot  addres- 
sed himself  to  gen.  Foy,  who  answered  him  with 
violence.  The  tumult  was  so  great  that  it  wasim- 
possible  for  lis  to  hear  their  words). 


In  the  midst  of  the  noise,  M.  Demarcay  rose 
and  addressed  an  epithet  to  the  minister,  w'bich  we 
could  not  hear. 

The  president — M.  Demarcay,  1 call  you  to  or- 
der. 

M.  Dupont  (de  I’Eure) — That  is  very  unfortu- 
nate. 

M.  Demarcay — What  is  it  he  has  done  to  me? 

Spain.  A Paris  paper  says — A letter  from  Ma- 
drid, of  the  5lh  of  August,  states  the  order  of  the 
king  of  Spain  for  the  levy  of  85,000  provincial  mili- 
tia, which,  added  to  those  already  organized,  com- 
prise a force  of  115,000  men,  destined,  (as  the  w'ri- 
ter  says),  to  suppress  insurrection,  to  form  a contre- 
cordon  on  the  French  frontier;  and,  what  is  of  more 
moment  in  the  present  state  of  the  Spanish  finan- 
ces, to  put  in  execution  the  maxim  of  Bonaparte^ 
“that  bayonets  formed  the  best  mint  for  the  coinage 
of  silver.” 

I'he  present  ministry  act  with  the  greatest  firm- 
ness— among  other  things  they  have  demanded  of 
the  foreign  ministers  an  unequivocal  assurance  of 
the  friendly  dispositions  of  their  courts;  stating  that 
if  they  were  not  prepared  for  this,  their  passports 
would  be  immediately  ready  for  them.  They 
have  banished  the  duke  del  Infantado  and  several 
other  great  titularies,  accused  of  advising  the  king 
to  violate  his  oaths.  I'he  people  have  confidence 
in  the  exertions  of  the  administration,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  tranquility  may  soon  be  restored  to 
Spain. 

The  new  ministry  had  called  together  the  official 
persons,  and  declared  that  all  wi»o  showed  them- 
selves luke-warm  in  defence  of  the  existing  govern- 
ment, should  immediately  be  dismissed. 

Accounts  from  Madrid,  to  the  16th  of  August,  are 
silent  as  to  the  alleged  sickness  of  the  queen.  The 
king  is  said  to  have  attempted  a fruitless  escape  in 
the  night,  which  was  the  cause  of  a guard  being  put 
on  the  palace,  to  watch  the  motions  of  his  majesty. 
Perfect  tranquility  reigned  at  Madrid,  and  all  the 
accounts  received  from  the  interior  justified  the 
opinion  that  the  mal-contents  would  be  speedily 
exterminated. 

The  following  extraordinary  statement  is  given 
in  a Madrid  paper  of  August  7.  “It  is  said  that  col. 
St.  Michael,  accompanied  by  two  other  reporters* 
in  the  cause  of  the  officers  of  the  guard,  lately  had 
a private  audience  of  the  king,  and  explained  the 
difficult  situation  in  which  he  found  himself  with 
respect  to  his  majesty,  and  to  the  officers,  against 
whom  he  was  preparing  to  proceed,  in  consequence 
of  their  producing,  in  vindication  of  their  conduct, 
autograph  letters  from  his  majesty.  He  added,  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  he  came  to  take  the 
king’s  directions,  and  to  endeavor  to  lighten  the 
terrible  charges  laid  against  those  unfortunate  offi- 
cers. His  majesty  answered  in  an  ill-humored  tone* 
‘*tis  true;  the  letters  are  mine.  Well!  what  does 
that  mean?  So  much  the  worse  for  them,  (the  offi- 
cers), they  knew  that  my  orders  were  null  and 
void,  unless  countersigned  by  the  ministers;  why 
did  they  execute  them?*  ‘But  yet,*  replied  St.  Mi- 
chael, ‘your  majesty  will  not  abandon  those  unfor- 
tunate men!*  ‘You  are  charged  with  the  prosecu- 
tion,* returned  the  king,  ‘carry  it  on  with  activity, 
for  I will  hear  nothing  more  about  it.’ 

Portugal.  A considerable  number  of  troops  have 
embarked  at  Lisbon  for  Bahia,  Brazil. 

Prussia.  Considerable  alarm  appears  to  exist  on 
account  of  the  establishment  of  many  secret  socie- 
ties, having  for  their  object  a revolution  in  the  go- 
vernment. Their  motto  is  said  to  be  “freedom,  bo- 
nor  and  equality,** 
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Russia.  Previous  to  his  setting;  out  for  the  con  I “We  continue  to  fif^ht  witlt  cmn  aj^^.  ami  cr.tlea- 
tinental  congress,  the  emperor  Alexander  issued  the  vor  to  accomplish  impossibilities  by  means  of  a 
following  ordinance:  it  maiks  the  despotic  charac-|  general  levy  ami  cxtiaordinary  sa -Tttices.  We  put 


ter  and  rule  of  “the  deliverer” — 

“In  every  village  or  place  where,  unknown  to 
the  lord,  a deserter  (U’  fugitive  finds  a forbidden 
shelter  with  a peasant,  the  community  of  these 
peasants  shall  be  condemned  to  a fine  of  2,000 
roubles  for  every  such  deserter.  If  ibis  sbeittr  is 


even  llie  stones  in  motion.  Hitbeito  victory  bus 
been  faitliful  to  iis;  and,  fidl  of  confidence  ni  suc- 
cours from  on  bigli,  we  carrv  the  vrar  against  our. 
enemies  into  Tliessaly  and  ,\!accdonn. 

“Let  the  ancient  enthusiasm  of  llellenians 
((ireeks)  for  their  dear  country  imim:>te  >on  like- 


given  with  the  knowledge  of  the  lord  <»f  the  village, ! wise — you  u Iio  belong  to  (ireece  aitd  who  are  set- 
lie  shall  pay  the  same  snm,  independently  of  that;  tied  in  f'.uropi.  ('ome  to  her  assi.-lancc  as  nmcli 
paid  by  the  peasants.  Ifthe  concealment  fias  been  as  you  can,  by  sending  inone\-,  provisions,  and  mi- 
effected  by  the  lord,  and  if  the  deserter  has  been  j litary  stores— send  them  to  llie  cotinril  ol  the  n»J- 
received  into  one  of  tlie  villages  by  him,  in  that:  lenian  [>eop!e  to  enable  tliem  to  encounter  the  <'x- 
casc-  the  lord  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  alone  the  snm  \ traordinary  demands  oi  the  sacred  slriigglc.  Sons 
of  roubles  for  every  deserter,  besides  being  liable  j of  Attica,  of  Berotia,  of  Euba-a,  of  Ptiocis,  of  I.ocra, 
to  the  other  rig. )rs  of  the  law.  Whoever  shall  de- j of  Thessaly,  and  Macedonia,  if  ymu  destine  your 
nounce  a deserter  or  fugitive  shall  receive  a reward  I succours  to  the  provinces  which  gave  you  birtlij 
of  500  roubles,  derived  from  the  one  im;^osed  on  j send  them  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  Areopagus. — 

'rile  blessing  of  Heaven,  the  gratitude  of  your  coun- 
try, will  be  the  recompense  of  your  generosity 
aiul  patriotism. 


the  harborer. 

Poland.  Among  the  many  conjectures  to  he 


found  in  the  French  papers,  is  a rumor  that  the  three 
great  powers,  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  which 
made  the  division  of  Poland,  had  agreed  to  give  up 
their  respective  portions,  and  to  restore  that  king- 
dom, with  a sovereign,  who  is  a native  of  the 
c(  u 'trv,  and  free  from  all  foreign  influence.  Tlie 
question  as  to  settling  the  indemnities,  it  is  thought, 
will  prove  a bar  to  this  arrangement. 

Turkey,  The  following  are  the  names  of  the 
principal  men  now  at  the  head  of  the  government 
of  Greece: 

The  prince  Alexandre  De  MacrogorJate,  presi- 
dent of  the  executive  body. 

The  prince  Demetrius  Ypsilanli,  president  of  the 
executive. 

Theodore  Negri,  minister  for  foreign  affairs, 
minister  and  secretary  of  state,  and  presiding  over 
all  the  ministers. 

Jean  Celetly,  minister  for  the  interior,  and  by  in- 
terim minister  of  war,  representing  Mareo  Bozzari 
De  Tully,  absent. 

Verdre  Metaxan,  minister  of  police.  ^ 

Metaxan,  minister  of  justice. 

The  bishop  Joseph,  minister  of  worship. 

Panuzzo  Notari,  minister  of  finances. 

The  marine  ministry  is  composed  of  a commis- 
sion of  three  raembers,  viz-one  Idiote,  one  Ipsariote, 
and  one  Speriote.  There  are  three  different  dis- 
tricts;each  furnishes  one  third  of  their  fleet,  com- 
posed of  about  60  vessels,  the  largest  carrying  only  i 
22  guns.  Pact  district  has  its  admiral;  and  when 
joined  in  a combat,  the  one  who  is  nearest  to  its 
district  takes  the  command  over  the  two  others: 

Proclamation — Addressed  by  the  Areopagus,  or 
government  of  the  eastern  provinces  which  have 
shaken  off  the  Turkish  yoke,  to  their  countrymen 
settled  in  Europe:— 

“It  is  now  generally  known,  and  we  doubt  not 
^l>ut  that  you  are  already  acquainted  with  the  fact, 
that  at  last  our  nation  has  adopted  a government— 
tliat  the  troubles  and  disorders  inseparable  from 
anarchy,  together  with  their  dreadful  consequences, 
Jhave  ceased— and  that  we  make  daily  advances 
towards  the  entire  deliverance  which  is  promised 
us  by  general  liberty,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
unheard  of  oppression  of  despotism. 

“In  consequence,  we  announce  to  you  that  we 
fight  with  all  our  force  to  extirpate  our  inhuman 
tyrants,  and  to  expel  them  from  the  soil  of  Greece; 
And  that  as  often  as  we  have  come  to  grapple  with 
the  enemy,  we  have,  by  the  assistance  of  God,  come 
, ofl’  victorious. 


li- 


‘On  the  coast  of  Euboea,  the  second  year  of 
berty.” 

Signed  by  several  of  the  members  of  the  Arco- 
pagu.s. 

In  consequence  of  the  preceding  proclamation, 
and  also  from  receiving  ibc  news  of  tlie  death  of  tl.e 
captain  pacha,  it  was  thouglU  that  about  2,0U0 
Greeks  at  Ocie.ssa,  Sec.  had  started  to  make  the  long 
journey  on  foot,  to  iiarticipate  in  tlieeflbrts  of  their 
countrymen  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  the  baro.unans. 

The  Greek  agents  at  Marseilles,  under  date  of 
June  30,  published  the  following  statement  — 

“Nothing  in  history  is  more  frighUui  than  modern 
Turkish  ferocity.  Our  towns  and  viiiages  (in  Scio) 
are  ravaged  and  razed.  Death  and  captivity  have 
sh.ared  60,000  victims  between  them.  The  sick 
and  the  aged  were  burnt  alive  in  the  hospitals.  The 
noblest  of  our  femals  threw  themselves  and  their 
children  into  wells.— Others  died  under  the  mu.st 
horrible  atrocities;  such  was  the  fate  of  inadamc 
Constanthie  Italliy  whose  husband  was  the  first  ma- 
gistrate of  Scio.  He  was  hanged  with  tlie  Metre- 
politan  and  the  remaining  110  of  the  most  distin- 
guished inhabitants — the  hostages  in  the  fortress. 

His  eldest  son  has  been  made  a mussulman.  So 
many  hecatombs  have  not  sufficed  to  pacify  tiic 
Sultan.  Ail  the  Sciots  at  Constantinople  iiave  pe- 
rislied,  and  at  Smyrna  the  same  system  is  adopted. 

The  conduct  of  the  Jews  has  been  devilish.  Too 
base  and  cowardly  to  attack  the  living,  their  bar- 
barism is  directed  principally  to  the  dead.  You 
know  how  they  treated  the  body  of  the  l^atriarcb. 
Their  cruelties  are  of  long  standing.  In  August, 
1821,  when  Balanos  of  Thessalonica  was  assassinat- 
ed, a Jew,  passing  near  his  dead  body,  amused  him- 
self by  pulling  out  his  eyes.  A 'Purk  that  was  pas- 
fing  and  who  had  known  tlie  deceased,  shot  tlie 
Jew  dead. 

When  the  bishop  of  Kitro  was  killed  and  thrown 
into  the  streets,  the  Jews  put  a stick  into  his  mouth, 
to  represent  a pipe,  and  tore  handsful  of  hair  from 
his  head  as  they  passed  along.  Jdberius,  an  en- 
lightened ecclesiastic,  has  saved  the  'Fm-ks  made 
prisoners  at  Athens, though  they  had  massacrecd  all 
the  Greeks  in  the  citadel,  and  thrown  tb.eir  man- 
gled  remains  over  the  wall.  'Ehe  same  has  occurred 
in  Lavadia. 

Is  there  any  shame,  iftliere  is  any  sense  of  truth, 
in  your  country.'’  Is  there  sensibility  or  sympathy^ 
In  England,  the  ferocious  Mussulmcn  have  their 
apologists.  M'c  did  not  expect  this  from  England.” 
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W'lij'.  g-  ^ recollections  are  united  to  a pronun- 
ciatK  n of  fJie  word  ^Thermopylae!”— famous  for 
cvl  iits  long  past,  glorious  for  things  that  lately  hap 
pened!  Another  victory  has  been  gained  by  the 
Creeks  at  this  noted  point,  wljich,  like  the  fight 
and  clevotif'H  of  Leonidas,  may  lead  to  the  exter- 
liiination  or  expnls  on  of  the  barbarians! 

It  apoears  that  Ciiourschid  Pacha,  being  joined 
by  the  forces  of  the  pachas  cT  Negropont,  Larissa 
and  Janina,  in  the  whole  about  70,0U0  men,  engaged 
the  Gjevks  near  1 
The  latter  were  com 
Norman  and  ttazearis 
appeared  to  have  the  adtantage;  but  on  the  next 
day,  they  were  assailed  as  if  by  lions  and  entirely 
defeated — losing  in  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners, 
about ^fty  ihonsatid  men,  among  the  latter,  three  of 
the  pacluvs— Chourschid,  (who  escaped),  being  able 
to  nd:>  only  4000  men,  with  whom  he  fled  and  es* 
caped.  The  number  of  the  Greeks  engage  d is  not 
jnenlioned,  but  it  is  reported  that  they  lost  18,000 
jnen— self  S 'cnficed  on  the  altar  of  liberty,  and  to 
pr<*serve  there  wives  and  children  from  bestial  de- 
gradation and  humble  sulFenng.  Peace  to  llieir 
inanes!— for  they  died  on  tl;e  field  of  honor,  in  de- 
fence of  the  most  sacred  rights  granted  by  the  Crea* 
tor. 

A great  number  of  heads  and  many  packages  or 
ears,  were  sent  by  the  I'urks  to  Consvaniinople,  on 
the  evening  of  the  first  day’s  fight  with  the  Greeks. 

'I  his  account  is  aubsinniiuUy  confirmed  in  various 
ways,  aud  there  appears  to  be  no  doubt  that  a grand 
victory  has  been  obtained  by  the  Greeks.  The 
gi*eat  destruction  of  the  Parks  is  said  to  be  owing 
to  tlielr  want  of  discipline  and  an  ambuscade  of 
their  enemies— but  w'e  readily  fall  into  the  belief 
that  it  must  be  attributed  to  the  desperation  of  the 
Creeks,  f very  one  of  whom  must  have  considered 
the  contest  as  a personal  concern  The  gallant 
chief,  Ulysses,  is  said  to  have  been  among  the  kil 
led  on  the  first  day  Norman  then  appears  to  have 
taken  the  leading*  part— after  the  victory  he  was 
saluted  by  the  title  of  “heroic  prince,”  and  carried 
tbr-  ugh  the  camp  on  the  bucklers  of  the  soldiers. 
A letter  from  Constantinople,  dated  .July  26,  says 
that  the  Greeks  in  that  city  were  intoxicated  with 
joy  at  the  news  of  the  victory. 

There  is  a rumor  that  the  Greeks  had  slaughtered 
600  '1  urks — the  remnant  of  the  garrison  of  Athens, 
having  received  false  intelligence  that  their  bre 
thren  had  been  defeated  and  afterwards  niassacreed 
3t  Thermopylae;  but  this  rumor  is  not  relied  on. 


prized  of  the  scheme  and  repelled  the  assassins — 
meeting  them  at  the  head  of  his  household,  sabre 
in  hanA 

JVew  Zealand.  Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Ken- 
dall to  the  rev.  Dr.  Waugh,  Nov.  25,  1821: — The 
longer  1 am  among  the  New  Zealanders,  the  more 
I am  convinced  that  they  sprung  originally  either 
from  Assyria  or  Egypt.  'Phe.  god  Pan  is  universal- 
ly acknowledged.  The  overflowings  of  the  river 
Nile,  and  the  fertility  of  the  country  in  consequenc‘= 


The  plague  has  appeared  in  various  parts  of  the 
Turkish  empire, 

fi  It  is  reported  that  the  Greeks  have  obtained 
some  further  advantages  at  sea. 

Xj’The  later  accounts  do  not  contain  any  offi- 
cial statements  relative  to  the  great  victory  of  the 
Greeks,  as  noticed  above;  but  there  are  many  ru- 
mors and  reports  that  cosfiim  the  general  tact.  At 
Jas.sy,  20,000  houses  were  destrot  ed  by  fire  on  the 
night  of  the  10th  of  August;  this  desolation  was 
the  work  of  the  Ttirks!  Chourschid  pacha,  in  a 
late  proclamation,  said  the  “Porte  had  deigned  to 
^rant  peace”  to  Russia,  “since  it  has  abandoned  the 
cause  of  the  Greek  Christians  and  recognized  the 
pre-eminence  of  the  crescent  above  the  slandard 
of  the  cross!”  Some  of  the  persons  carried  ott 
from  Scio  have  been  restored,  but  all  the  yo  ing 
■girls  wei’e  still  retained.  A party  of  I'urks  formed 
the  infernal  project  of  getting  possession  of  the 
French  consul’s  louse  to  murder  the  males  and 
.make  slaves  of  the  females,  who  had  found  an  asy 
therein— but  the  consul,  M.  Digeon,  v/as  sp- 


are mentioned  in  their  themes. 

A'ew  South  JVales,  &c.  U}'  the  last  letters  from 

New  South  Wales,  (says  a London  paper),  down  to 
the  7th  March,  it  appears  such  is  the  rapidly  in- 
creasing population  of  this  territory,  that  agreeable 
to  the  official  census  in  October,  there  were  muster- 
en  in  Sydney  alone,  13.400  souls,  being  1400  more 
than,  in  1810,  were  in  the  various  settlements  of  the 
whole  territory,  including  Van  Diemen’s  land.  The 
total  population  of  Sydney,  Paramatta,  Liverpool, 
Windsor,  Bathurst,  Newcastle,  and  the  surround- 
ing districts,  was  mustered  at  34,500;  and,  including 
Van  Diemen’s  land,  (he  inhabitants  of  the  territory 
at  large  at  42,000  souls.  The  increase  of  respec- 
table settlers  during  the  preceding  two  years,  ex- 
ceeds the  whole  number  that  had  arrived  in  the 
preceding  32  years  of  {the  establishment  of  the 
British  governmentf  in  this  part  of  the  world.  So 
late  as  1818,  there  were  only  10  magistrates,  and 
by  the  last  papers  we  see  that  sir  1'homas  Brisbane 
had  directed  a Dedlmns  Potestatem  to  be  issued  to 
26  gentlemen,  inclusive  of  the  magistrates  of  Van 
Diemen’s  land.  Lieut.  R.  Johnstone,  R.  N.  who 
has  been  sent  to  examine  the  coast  to  llie  south- 
ward of  Jervis’s  bay,  to  ascertain  if  a river  fell  into 
the  sea  near  that  place,  found,  at  the  head  of  Beat- 
man’s  bay,  the  entrance  of  a fine,  clear,  capacious 
river,  with  9 feet  water  over  the  bar,  deepening 
after  to  6 fathoms,  and  continuing  from  4 to  7 fa- 
thoms for  25  miles.  For  the  first  15  miles,  the 
land  is  stated  to  be  good  forest  land,  after  which  it 
becomes  lower,  and  fitter  for  cultivation.  Mr. 
Throsby  has  also  proceeded  over  land  from  Sydney 
to  Jervis’s  bay,  (having  set  out  on  the  23d  of  No- 
vember and  returned  on  the  26th  of  December),  and 
is  decidedly  of  opinion,  tha.t  a good  road  may  be  cut 
from  Sydney  to  that  harbor,  and  reports  the  land  to 
I be  extremely  rich  and  promising.  The  Sydney 
j Gazette,  of  March  8th,  says: — ‘In  confirmation  of 


the  many  avowals  that  New  Soutti  Wales  has  lat- 
terly rapidly  increased  in  commercial  prosperity, 
we  state  the  pleasing  fact  that  ten  vessels  have  left 
the  ports  of  Australasia,  with  cargoes  for  Europe, 
within  the  space  of  12  hours.’ 

ffayti.  The  fugitive  slaves  from  Turk’s  Island 
have  been  given  up,  on  well  suba*tantiated  claims 
for  them, 

Mexico.  Several  persons,  lately  arrived  at  New- 
Orleans  from  Vera  Cruz,  report  til  at  universal  dis- 
content prevailed  at  Mexico;  that  general  Victoria 
and  other  chiefs  had  raised  the  standard  of  liberty; 
that  great  numbers  of  men  had  joined  them, 
and  that  their  force  was  daily  incireasing.  “In  a 
word,  that  the  reign  of  Iturbide:  could  not  last 
long.” 


Trade  witli  the  West  In(lie.s. 

We  have  been  politely  favoi^ed  fry  an  esteemed 
correspondent,  (says  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser), 
with  the  following  extract  from  the  Ircular  pf  tb^ 
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comptroller  of  the  tre;\.siiry,  luUlr.  sseJ  to  the  seve- 
ral ccllectcrs,  S;c.  of  the  Ciuleil  Slate.s.  Deeming 
it  important  that  those  interested  in  commerce 
should  be  possessed  oi  the  construction  put  upon 
the  proclamation  of  the  jiresident,  opening  the 
trade  with  the  British  island.s  and  colonies,  we  lose 
ro  time  in  laying  these  instructions  lielbre  our 
readers 

Circular  to  collectors,  uncial  officers  avd  surveyors. 

TuKASuaY  Depautmknt, 
Cowfnroller*  office,  ^ept.  14,  lb22. 
Srn:  You  will  receive,  hercwiiii,  a copy  of  the 
proclamation  of  tlie  president  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  24th  ultimo,  issued  in  conformity  with  tlie 
authority  ve.<<ted  in  him  by  an  act  of  congres.s  pass- 
ed on  the  Cth  ot  May  last,  entitled  “An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  coticerning  navigation,  and  also  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  deputy  collectors.” 
'J'he  proclar..ation  specifies  tPe  liritish  colonial 
ports  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  North  Anieri.ca, 
which  have,  by  an  act  of  Parliament,  of  the  24th  ot 
June  last,  been  opened  to  the  vessels  ot  the  United 
States;  and  from  which  liritish  vessels,  possessing 
cer  ’ ' " ■ " ‘ ^ 


nor  by  the  ]>rf  clnniation  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States;  but  are  still  subject  to  tite  operation 
of  the  3d  Section  of  the  navigation  act  of  t'le  15th 
of  .May,  1820— according  to  which  thev  omnot  im- 
port from  Hritiali  colonial  ports  in  ,Yori/i  .America, 
tlie  productions  uf  tlie  P.riteh  colonial  ports  in  the 
It'est  Indies,  or  tho.se  of  any  other  place  or  country: 
nor  Iromihe  liritish  colonial  ports  in  ,\’ntn  „hneri. 
cu,  or  those  or  any  other  [dace  or  cooiiiiy;  w iih  the 
same  privilege,  however,  us  lias  already  been  stat- 
ed, with  resjject  to  iinporlaiions  in  ltnti.-;ti  vessel.*; 
that  is  to  sav,  that  the  inipoitalion  in  American  ves- 
sels are  not  to  be  limited  to  the  an  ides  of  the 
growth,  produce  or  nKsniilacture  of  the  particular 
port  from  wlucJitli.  vessel  iiiuy  come;  but  t.he  same 
latitude  is  to  be  enjoyed  in  this  respect  as  in  Vlie 
case  or  Priiish  vessei.s. 

As  the  act  of  congress  and  the  preshlei’.Us  pro- 
clamations extend  no  farllier  than  to  the  opening 
of  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  uncertain  condi- 
tions and  restrictions,  to  British  vessels  arriving 
from  certain  British  colonial  po:ts,  such  vessels  and 
llieir  cargoes  are  not  entitled  to  the  privileges  of 

nd 


tain  qualifications,  may  be  admitted  to  entry  in  j the  convention  between  the  United  Statta 
the  ports  of  the  United  States,  until  the  end  or  the]  Great  Britain,  of  the  3d  of  July,  1815;  but  Jtnii.sfi 


next  session  of  congress. 


1 vessels  arriving  from  such  coloiual' ports,  are  liable 


According  to  the  terms  of  the  proclamation,  no  to  one  dollar  per  ton  for  tonnage  duties  and  light- 
articles  can  be  imported  into  tlie  United  States,  inj  money,  and  their  cargoes  to  tin.  usu.»l  discriminating 
any  such  British  ship  or  vessel,  other  than  articles!  duty  of  10  percent,  between  impoitations  of  goods 
of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  Bri- j m vessels  of  tlie  Uniteil  States,  and  foreign  vessels 
tish  islands  and  colonies  in  tlie  IVest  Indies,  in  vhe,  not  pnvdeged  hy  treaty  stipulations, 
case  of  British  vessels  coming  from  any  such  island  Although  il.e  proclamation  has  no  special  refer- 
or  colony  in  the  West  Indies;  and  articles  of  the  ence  to  exportations  from  the  I'nited  States,  of  the 
growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  British  co-  productions  tliereof,  in  British  ve.-.sels,  yet  Irom  tiic 
ionies  in  JYorlh  America,  or  of  the  island  of  AVu-  spirit  and  intention  of  the  rt[;ultilioii  contemplated 
fotindland,  in  the  case  of  such  vessels  coming  from  | by  it,  I am  of  opinion  that  the  ports  of  the  United 
the  port  of  St.  Jolms,  in  tliat  island,  or  any  of  thej  Slates  are  to  be  considered  so  opened  to  British 
ports  in  J\'orth  Ameiica  specified  in  the  proclaina-j  vessels,  as  to  render  the  provisions  of  the  act  con- 
tion.  corning  navigation,  of  the  18lh  April,  1818,  ami 

This  is  a corresponding  regulation  with  that  con- { of  the  act  supplementary  thereto,  of  tiie  loth  of 
tained  in  the  third  article  of  the  act  of  parliament  1 May,  1820,  entirely  inoperative, as  w ell  with  respect 
alluded  to,  in  these  w’ords:  ‘‘Provided  always,  that!  to  exportations  as  to  importations, 
no  articles  enumerated  in  the  said  schedule  shall  j Ycu  w ill,  therefore,  consider  British  vessels  hav- 
be  imported  in  any shij)  or  vessel,  or  in  any  j ing  the  qualifications  mentioned  in  tiie  prociania- 
liritish  built  sfiip  or  vessel  so  i^dd  as  aforesaid,  un-  tion,  as  being  privileged  to  export  the  productions 

of  tlie  United  States  to  any  of  tlie  British  colonial 
ports  or  places  specified  in  it,  and  grant  clc. -trances 
accordingly. 


British  built  ship 
less  shipped  avd  brought  directly  from  the  country  or 
place  of  which  they  are  the  growth,  produce  or  manu- 
factured* 

It  results  that  British  vessels  coming  from  British 
colonial  ports  in  JSlorth  America,  cannot  bring  arti- 
cles ot  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  the 
British  West  India  islands,  or  the  productions  of  any 
other  place  or  country;  and  when  coming  from  the 
British  colonial  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  cannot 
bring  articles  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  British  colonial  ports  in  JYorth  America, 
•or  the  productions  of  any  other  place  or  country. 

It  is  not  to  be  understood,  however,  that  the  pro- 
clamation limits  the  importation  in  British  vessels, 
to  the  growth,  produce  and  manufacture  of  the  par- 


Bank  of  tlie  United  States. 

At  a triennial  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  held  by  adjournment  at 
their  hall  in  the  city  of  PhiLtdeli>hia,  on  Tuesday 
the  first  of  October,  1822. 

Thomas  Eliicott,  esq.  in  the  chair,  and 
William  Meredith,  Secretary. 

The  following  report  of  tlie  committee  of  inspec- 
tion and  investigation,  appointed  agreeably  to  tlie 


_ ^ . resolution  of  the  stockholders,  at  the  meeting  lield 

ticular  port  or  island  from  which  the  vessel  may  j on  the  2d  of  September,  1822,  having  been 


come; — on  the  contrary,  a British  vessel  coming 
from  any  British  colonial  port  in  the  West  Indies, 
may  bring  articles  of  the  growth,  produce  or  ma- 
nufacture,  not  only  of  such  particular  port,  but  also 
of  any  other  of  the  British  colonial  ports  in  the 
West  Indies; — and  a British  vessel  coming  from  a 
British  port  in  J^'orth  America,  may  bring  articles  of 
the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture,  not  only  of 
such  particular  port,  but  also  of  any  other  of  the 
.JSTorth  American  British  colonies. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  vessels  of  the 
United  States  are  neither  affected  by  the  act  of 
- congress  of  the  6th  of  May  last,  before  referred  to, 


It  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report,  with  its  appendix,  he 
published  in  tlie  public  papers;  aim  that  the  presi- 
dent and  directors  of  tlie  bank  of  the  United  States, 
do  also  cause  the  same  to  be  published  in  [juinphlet 
form,  and  that  a copy  thereof  be  held  at  Uie  dispo- 
sal of  each  stockholder. 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  an  e.x- 
amination  of  the  condition  of  the  bank,  report; 

That  they  have  carefully  considered  and  dilig-ent- 
ly  investigated  the  subject  conhded  to  them.  But, 
before  submitting  any  opinion  or  stateineiu  in  dc- 
taU,  as  to  its  actual  situation,  they  beg  leave  to  refer 
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to  the  luminous  exposition  of  the  president,  hereto 
appended,  containing’  a fund  of  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  institution,  in  connection  with  various 
topics  of  sovind  speculation  and  practical  utility, 
which  cannot  fail  to  prove  highly  interesting  to  the 
stockholders,  and  to  the  public;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  they  illustrate  the  consoling  truth  that  the 
most  appalling  difficulties  may  be  surmounted  by 
the  steady  application  of  industry,  integrity  and 
talent. 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  13th 
article  of  the  l^th  section  of  the  charter,  your  com* 
mittee  have  ascertained  that  the  suspended  debts 
at  the  bank  and  its  various  branches  are 
Upon  personal  and  other  than  stock 
securities  §6,401,255  90 

And  upon  loans  secured  by  pledges 
of  stock  4,017,050  76 


Together  amounting  to  10,418,306  66 

Your  committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
the  loss  to  the  bank  upon  this  debt,  together  with 
overdrafts,  counterfeit  checks,  and  from  all  other 
sources,  cannot  exceed  §3,732,899,  a loss  arising 
partly  from  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  monied 
relations  of  the  country,  but  principally  from  a 
misplaced  confidence  in  unworthy  agents.  But 
your  committee  feel  gratified  in  saying  that  a fund 
more  than  sufficient  has  been  derived  from  the  pre- 
vious profits  of  the  bank,  and  specifically  pledged 
and  set  apart  to  meet  this  less;  besides  which  it  pos- 
sesses a surplus  of  971,425  dollars  41  cents,  arising 
from  a balance  which  stood  to  the  credit  of  the  pro- 
fit  and  loss  account  on  the  1st  of  July  last,  and  from 
interest  which  has  actually  accrued,  but  which  has 
not  yet  been  paid,  upon  that  portion  of  the  suspend- 
ed  debts,  which,  it  is  confidently  believed,  will  be 
ultimately  obtained. 

The  preceding  facts,  with  the  following  analysis, 
your  committee  feel  assured  will  render  the  convic- 
tion irresistible,  that  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
has  now  arrived  at  that  point  when  its  capital  may 
be  declared  to  be  sound  and  entire,  while  it  pos- 
sesses contingent  interests  of  nearly  one  million  of 
dollars,  to  be  applied  to  such  objects  as  the  future 
administrators  of  its  afl’airs  may  deem  advisable. 
DR.  Bank  of  the  United  States,  to 

stockholders,  for  capital  paid  in  §34,992,139  63 
The  sum  paid,  but  not  yet  extin- 
guished, for  bonus,  premium  on 
four  millions  of  5 per  cent,  go- 
vernment stock  and  for  banking 
houses,  provided  for  and  to  be  ex- 
tinifuished  by  the  semi-annual  ap- 
propriation of  §60,000  2,015,802  15 

^JSstimate  of  all  the  losses  of  the  bank 

up  to  the  present  period  3,743,899  00 

Balance  971,425  41 


§41,723,266  19 

CR.  Bank  of  the  United  States,  by 
capital  paid  in  §34,992,139  63 

The  sum  which  has  been  paid  on  bo- 
nus, premium  on  four  millions  5 
per  cent,  government  stock  and 
banking  houses,  and  which  will  be 
extinguished  by  a semi-afmual  ap- 
propriation  of  §60,000  1,620,000  00 

Value  of  banking  houses  wlxich  have 
cost  §834,992  15,  but  which,  at 
the  expiration  of  the  charter,  will 
-not  then  stand  on  the  books  of  the 
^ajlk  at  a value  more  than  395v802  15 


Contingent  fund  of  3 550,000  dolls, 
which  will  be  increased  by  the 
transfers  of  193,899  dollars  from 
the  balance  of  the  profit  and  loss 
account  as  it  stood  on  the  1st  July 
last,  to  cover  the  losses  sustained  3,743,899  00 
The  balance  that  will  remain  of  what 
appeared  to  the  credit  of  the  profit 
and  loss  account  on  the  1st  of  July, 
after  having  transferred  to  contin- 
gent  fund  §193,899  51,897  07 

The  interest  which  has 
accrued  on  suspend- 
ed debts  amounting 
to  §1,279,520  54 

After  deducting  inte- 
rest on  that  portion 
which  is  deemed  bad 
of  511,808  20 


Advanced  above  par  on  57,954  shares 
stock  of  the  bank  of  the  U-  States 
which  it  holds — say  §4  per  share 


767,712.35 


151,816  00 


§41,723,265  19 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  committee  deem  it 
proper  to  exhibit  the  following  brief  view  of  the 
present  actual  situation  of  the  funds  of  the  bank, 
and  of  their  distribution: — 

The  capital  of  the  bank  paid  in  is  §34,992,139  63 
The  girculation  of  bank  notes 
amounts  to 
The  deposites  are 
Unclaimed  dividends 
Amount  due  to  sundry  banks,  in  cur- 
rent  account,  and  to  individuals  in 
Europe 

Fund  reserved  to  cover  the  losses 
sustained  by  the  bank 
Profit  and  loss  account,  after  having 
transferred  to  contingent  fund 
§193,899 

Interest,  discounts-  &c.  received  from 

1st  July  to  — September  388,237  01 


5 456,891  90 
6,776,492  74 
129,741  28 


1.964.898  36 

3.743.899  00 


51,897  07 


The  total  amount  of  funds  are  §53,504,196  99 

Which  are  distributed  as  follows: — 

In  United  States  5 percent,  stock  §11,000,000  00 


United  States  6 percent,  stock 
Loans  on  personal  security 
Loans  secured  by  bank  stock 
Loans  secured  by  mortgage 
Due  by  state  banks,  bearing  inte- 
rest 

Beal  estate  taken  for  debt,  part 
of  which  is  productive 
Amount  due  hy  sundry  state  banks, 
&C.  in  current  account 
Paid  on  account  of  bonus,  and 
premium  on  5^per  cent,  stock 
Banking  house  in  Philadelphia 
and  branches  cost 
Notes  of  state  banks  on  hand 
Specie  in  United  States  bank  and 
branches 


2,020,469  27 
26,236,150  88 
5,974,725  80 
8,000  00 

739,918  76 

587,102  38 

910,950  97 

1,180,880  00 

834,922  15 
664,642  56 

3.346,434  22 


§53,504,196  99 


It  might  be  deemed  prudent  to  abstain  from  ex- 
pressing  an  opinion  upon  the  future  prospects  of 
the  bank,  leaving  each  individual  to  draw  his  ov/n 
inferences  from  the  facts  exhibited;  yet-your  com- 
mii.U«S  {ire  unwilling  to  omit  the  expression  of  w.h?t 
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they  believe  to  be  a well  grounded  hope  that  the 
profits  of  the  bank  and  its  public  utility  will  conli 
nue  to  increase  with  the  gradual  developement 
its  resources.  If  the  bank  has,  under  the  emoar 
rassment  and  perplexity  in  which  it  has  been  plac 
ed,  not  only  sustained  its  own  credit,  but  that  ot  the 
circulating  medium  of  tlie  country,  with  which  its 
interest  and  prosperity  are  indissolubly  connected, 
it  can  scarcely  be  doubted,  that  these  difficulties 
being  surmounted,  and  a more  ample  field  opened 
for  the  exercise  of  its  energies,  an  increase  of  pro- 
fit will  result  from  a corresponding  extension  of  its 
business.  And  whilst  your  committee  have  found 
it  impracticable  to  view  this  institution  in  any  other 
light  than  as  an  establishment  to  effect  great  na- 
tional  objects,  they  have  been  compelled  to  remark 
that,  though  those  objects  have  been  most  fully 
attained,  the  institution  itself  has  not  received  the 
support,  which  it  is  clearly  the  interest  of  the  na- 
tion to  afford. 

The  past  history  of  the  bank  has  proved  that 
where  a sense  of  rnoral  obligation  is  wanting,  the 
existing  laws  are  inadequate  to  deter  the  agents  of 
the  bank  from  the  commission  of  frauds  upon  its 
vaults.  Your  committee  therefore  advise  that  the 
president  and  directors  present  a respectful  me- 
morial  praying— 1st.  The  enactment  of  efficacious 
laws,  that  adequate  punishments  may  be  inflicted 
upon  such  agents  of  the  bank  as  may  be  guilty  of 
malversation  in  office.  2dly.  That  they  ask  an  al- 
teration  in  that  part  of  the  charter  which  requires 
that  all  the  notes  of  the  bank,  which  are  payable  on 
demand,  shall  be  received  in  payment  of  debts  due 
to  the  government,  inasmuch  as  this  requisition,  as 
heretofore  construed,  has  not  only  the  tendency  to 
prevent  the  bank  from  restoring  to  some  sections 
of  the  country  a sound  circulating  medium,  but  it 
may  occur  that  the  bank  cannot  safely  place  to  the 
credit  of  the  government,  in  cash,  notes  at  one  of- 
fice, which,  according  to  the  contract  on  the  face  of 
them,  are  payable  at  different  and  distant  offices 
alone,  and  where  only  funds  have  been  placed  for 
their  redemption. 

Though  your  committee  are  aware,  that  not  only 
the  convenience  of  the  public  but  the  interest  of 
the  institution  require  an  additional  emission  of  its 
notes,  and  although  they  believe  that,  with  a degree 
of  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  cashier,  these  may  be 
executed  and  put  in  circulation,  while  the  business 
of  the  bank  is  confined  to  its  present  limit;  yet  they 
nre  satisfied  that  a considerable  extension  of  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  institution,  would  render  it 
wholly  impossible  for  its  officers  to  perform  this 
service:  it  is  therefore  respectfully  suggested,  that 
congress  be  prayed  also  to  pass  a law,  authorizing 
other  agents  of  the  bank  to  sign  its  notes,  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  the  committee  recommend  that  the 
best  means  in  the  power  of  the  president  and  di- 
rectors be  taken  to  put  in  circulation  a large  addi- 
tional amount  of  notes,  not  exceeding  the  denomi- 
nation of  twenty  dollars. 

Your  committee  have  not  dicovered  that  any  se- 
rious consequences  have  resulted  to  the  interests  of 
the  bank  (expept  those  which  have  been  followed 
by  a public  exposure)  from  want  of  obedience  in 
distant  agents;  they  nevertheless  deem  it  proper 
to  advise,  that  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
parent  bank  keep  steadily  in  view  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  enforcing  its  own  orders  through  all  the 
various  departments  of  the  institution;  without 
which,  neither  harmony  can  be  expected  in  its  ad- 
ministration, nor  security  to  the  interests  of  its 
^stockholders. 


Your  committee  feel  mncli  gratification  in  being 
able  to  state,  that  tlie  current  expenses  of  the  bank 
have  been  essentially  reduced  since  the  year  IS19, 
and  while  it  might  be  supposed  that  tiie  present 
embarrassed  stale  of  the  commerce  of  the  ccHintry, 
and  the  limited  amount  of  interest  htreloidrc  divid- 
ed upon  the  capital  of  the  bank,  are  strong  ad  noni- 
tions  to  your  agents  to  obser^  e the  most  ngni  erono. 
my;  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  splendid  edifice  in  wlucli 
you  are  assembled  is  now  so  nearly  completed,  cfiey 
cannot  but  recomnnend  that  it  be  finisficfl,  provided 
the  expense  shall  not  exceeil  25,000  dollars. 

In  taking  into  view  the  business  of  the  bank,  as 
connected  with  its  different  offices',  Die  committee 
think  it  right  to  recommend  to  the  continued  atten- 
tion of  the  president  and  directors  the  necessity  of 
witlidrawing  those  branches  which  are  foniul  to  be 
unprofitable,  and  transferring  their  funds  to  those 
offices  which  shall  seem  to  require  additional  capi- 
tal. 

Your  committee  take  great  pleasure  in  unani- 
mously  declaring  that  the  circumstafces  of  the  bank 
fully  reafize  the  anticipations  of  Die  stockholders, 
as  expressed  at  their  last  meeting,  in  regard  to  the 
president,  who,  by  IDs  talents,  disinterestedness  and 
assiduity,  has  placed  its  affairs  in  an  altitude  so  safe 
and  prosperous,  as  that  the  burthen  of  duty  de- 
volving upon  his  successor  will  be  comparatively 
light. 

THOS.  ELUCO  r r, 
Chairman  of  the  committee  of  inspec- 
tion and  investigation. 
Bank  of  the  United  States^ 

October  1st,  1822. 

EXPOSITIOW 

Of  the  president  of  the  bank  to  the  stockholders. 

The  stockholders  generally  have  never  had  any 
view  of  the  progress  of  the  bank  submitted  to  them. 
At  the  triennial  meeting  in  1819,  it  was  my  inten- 
tion to  have  given  them  such  a view.  I was,  how- 
ever, advised  that  it  would  be  more  expedient  ta 
reserve  the  communication  for  a committee, and  my 
opinion  was  cheerfully  surrendered.  But  as  it  is 
my  determination  in  a few  months  to  quit  the  sta- 
tion with  which  you  have  honored  me,  and  as  mv 
silence  on  a former  occasion  has  kept  you,  as  well 
as  the  public,  in  a great  measure,  ignorant  of  the 
difficulties  in  which  I found  the  bank,  and  has  sub- 
jected  the  administration,  of  which  I fiave  been  a 
member,  to  censures  which  were  unfounded,  and 
which  have  fallen,  in  many  instances,  from  the  lips 
of  the  very  persons  who  were  Die  authors  of  the 
errors  and  misarrangements,  to  use  no  harsher  lan- 
guage, by  which  this  institution  was  brought  to  the 
verge  of  bankruptcy  and  ruin,  I will  now  present 
to  you  a short  view  of  the  progress  and  present 
state  of  the  bank.  You  will  probably  raise  u com- 
mittee of  inspection  and  investigation,  and  as  far  as 
any  facts  or  circumstances  which  I shall  present, 
may  be  deemed  material,  their  accuracy  or  error 
may  be  ascertained. 

The  institution  commenced  active  banking  ope- 
rations about  the  1st  of  January,  1817,  and  in  the 
course  of  that  year  established  eighteen  branches, 
being  all  that  have  been  established.  One  was  pro- 
jected at  Augusta,  but,  on  reconsideraDon,  Wcis 
abandoned.  The  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
gress made  in  December,  1818,  has  made  you  fully 
acquainted  with  so  many  leading  details  of  the  pre- 
vious management,  and  the  lapse  of  time  has  made 
them  so  much  less  interesting  than  they  would  have 
been  at  an  earlier  day,  that  1 mean  to  do  little  more, 
in  relation  to  theperiod  which  preceded  1819,  than 
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present  the  results  as  they  will  be  exliibited  in  the 
state  of  the  bank,  when  I came  to  it. 

The  bank,  immediately  on  its  commencement, 
did  a very  extensive  business,  imported  vast  sums 
of  specie,  paid  its  notes  and  those  of  the  offices, 
without  ref^erence  to  the  places  where  they  were 
payable  at  the  bank,  and  all  the  principal  offices 
north  of  the  Potomac;  while  they  were  under  the 
charter,  necessarily  received  every  where  in  pay- 
ment of  debts  to  the  government  of  the  United 
’States;  and  drafts  were  given,  without  limit,  on 
the  parent  bank,  and  northern  offices  b}'  tlie  west- 
ern offices,  at  par,  or  at  a premium  merely  nominal. 
As  soon  as  the  notes  of  the  southern  and  westetm 
.offices  were  paid  or  received  by  the  bank  and  north- 
ern offices,  they  were  returned  to  them  and  re- 
issued in  perpetual  succession.  An  accompanying 
exhibit  (1)  will  shew  the  enormous  amount  of  the 
notes  of  southern  and  western  offices  which  became 
chargeable  on  the  bank,  directly  and  indirectly, 
throiighthe  northern  offices.  The  result  was,  that 
the  bank  and  the  great  northern  offices  were  drained 
of  their  capital,  and,  on  the  20th  of  Jvily,  1818,  only 
eighteen  months  after  the  institution  began  its  ope 
rations,  it  was  obliged  to  commence  a rapid  and  hea- 
vy curtailment  of  the  businessofthe  bank  and  its  offi- 
ces. During  all  this  time  it  had  the  advantage  of 
immense  government  deposites.  At  the  moment 
these  curtailments  were  ordered,  the  government 
deposites  in  the  bank  and  its  branches,  including  the 
deposites  of  public  officers,  amounted  to  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  (o)  and  they  had  been  larger  at 
preceding  periods.  Curtailments  were  ordered, 
from  time  to  time,  at  the  southern  and  w'^estern  offi- 
ces, to  the^mount  of  seven  millions  of  dollars,  and 
at  the  parent  bank  to  the  amount  of  two  millions, 
though  at  the  latter  they  were  made  to  the  amount 
of  3,600,000  dollars  and  upwards,  between  the  30th 
July,  1818,  and  the  1st  April,  1819.  No  curtailments 
were  ordered  at  the  offices  of  New-York  and  Bos- 
ton, because  there  was  no  room  for  them,  yet  neces- 
sity obliged  them  to  reduce  their  business  very 
much.  The  curtailments  at  all  points,  within  the 
abovementioned  dates,  (b)  being  eight  months, 
were  6,530,159  dollars  49  cents.  Yet,  after  these 
Immense  and  rapid  curtailments,  the  most  sensible 
and  vital  points  (Philadelphia,  New'  York  and  Bos- 
ton) were  infinitely  in  a worse  condition  than  when 
the  remedy  was  devised. 

An  accompanying  exhibit,  (2)  will  shew  the  dis- 
tribution of  capital  at  the  close  of  this  period.  At 
that  moment  the  discount  line  of  the  important  of- 
fice at  Boston  was  only  94,584  dollars  37  cents’  And 
when  in  this  wretched  state,  the  southern  and  west- 
ern circulation  was  pouring  in  upon  these  weak 
points,  and  the  government  at  liberty,  according  to 
the  practice  of  the  time,  to  draw  on  either  office 
or  the  hank,  for  the  gross  amount  of  its  deposites, 
throughout  the  whole  establishment,  whether, 
south,  north,  east,  or  west.  The  southern  and  west- 
ern offices  were  not  restrained  from  issuing  their 
notes,  which  the/  did  most  profusely.  The  cur- 
tailments, in  many  instances,  resulted  merely  in  a 
change  of  debts  bearing  interest  for  debts  due  by 
local  banks,  or  the  notes  of  local  banks,  on  nei- 
ther of  which  was  interest  received.  The  west- 
«rrn  offices  curtailed  their  discounted  paper,  but 
they  purchased  what  were  called  race  horse  billSf 
to  a greater  amount  than  their  curtailments.  The 


(c)  See  the  monthly  statements,  of  the  6lh  and 
SOth  of  .July,  1818. 

(b)  I refer  to  the  monthly  statements  of  the  30th 
.of  July,  1818,  and  1st  of  April,  1819. 


bank  itself  continued,  during  the  whoh;  period* 
to  pu^hase  and  collect  drafts  on  the  south- 
ern  and  even  western  offices,  though  almost  the 
whole  active  capital  already  lay  in  these  quarters 
of  the  union,  and  though  the  great  object  of  the 
curtailments  was  to  draw  funds  from  these  points. 
The  debt  due  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  instead  of 
being  reduced,  was,  within  this  period,  actually  in- 
creased upwards  of  half  a millioH  of  dollars.  An 
accompanying  exhibit  (3)  will  shew,  that  instead  of 
getting  relief  from  the  southern  and  western  offices 
generally,  where  curtailments  liad  been  orden  d, 
the  bank  was  still  furlher  exhausted  by  the  inter- 
vening operations. 

At  the  commencement  of  tills  period,  (a  period 
commencing  with  the  order  for  curtailments,  and 
ending  March,  1819),  the  bank  was  indebted  to 
Baring,  Brothers  & Co.  Reed,  Irving  & Co.  Adams, 
liobertson  & Co.  and  Thos.  Wilson  & Co.  the  sum 
of  1,586,345  dollars  47  cents,  growing  principally, 
if  not  entirely,  out  of  its  specie  operations.  Of  this 
sum,  the  greater  part  was  paid  during  this  period. 

It  had,  however,  contracted  new  debts  with  Baring, 
Brothers  & Co.  and  Thomas  Wilson  h Co.  of  which 
there  remained  due,  including  any  balance  which 
may  have  been  due  on  the  former  accounts,  the  sum 
of  876,648  dollars;  and  within  the  same  period  it 
had  disposed  of  2,270,926  dolls.  65  cts.  of  its  fund- 
ed debt,  furnishing,  by  these  compound  operations, 
ways  and  means,  in  addition  to  its  curtailments,  to 
the  amount  of  1,561,239  dollars,  13  cents,  and  mak- 
ing, with  these  curtailments,  a reduction  in  the  pro- 
ductive capital  of  the  bank,  within  the  period  of 
eight  months,  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  and  up- 
wards. 

At  the  close  of  this  period,  the  discounts  on  per- 
sonal security  at  Philadelphia,  had  been  so  long  the 
subject  of  curtailment,  that  but  a small  portion  of 
them  admitted  of  further  reduction,  and,  after  great 
efforts,  a rule  had  been  established  to  reduce  the 
discounts  which  had  been  granted  on  the  stock  of 
the  bank  at  the  rate  of  5 per  cent,  every  60  days. 
These  latter  constituted  the  bulk  of  the  discounted 
paper,  and  so  small  a reduction  afforded  no  material 
relief  against  a great  and  immediate  demand.  Even 
this  small  reduction  was  the  subject  of  loud,  angry, 
and  constant  remonstrances  among  the  borrowers, 
who  claimed  the  privileges  and  the  favor  which 
they  contended  were  due  to  stockholders,  and  some- 
times succeeded  in  communicating  their  sympa- 
thies to  the  board.  All  the  funded  debt  which  was 
saleable,  had  been  disposed  of,  and  the  proceeds 
exhausted.  The  specie  ip  the  vaults,  at  the  close  of 
the  day,  on  the  21st  of  April,  1819,  was  only  126,745 
dollars  28  cents,  and  the  bank  owed  to  the  city 
banks,  deducting  balances  due  to  it,  an  aggregate 
balance  of  79,125  dollars  99  cents. 

It  is  true,  there  were  in  the  mint  267,978  dollars 
9 cents,  and  in  transitu  from  Kentucky  and  Ohio, 
over  land,  250,000  dollars;  but  the  treasury  divi- 
d'ends  were  payable  on  that  day  to  the  amount  of 
near  500,000  dollars,  and  there  remained  at  the 
close  of  the  day,  more  than  one  half  of  the  sum 
subject  to  draft,  and  the  greater  part,  even  of  the 
sum  which  had  been  drawn  duringithe  day,  remain- 
ed a charge  upon  the  bank,  in  the  shape  of  tempo- 
rary deposites,  which  were  almost  immediately 
withdrawn.  Accordingly,  on  the  12th  of  tlie  same 
m»>nths  the  bank  had  in  its  vaults  but  71,522  dollars 
47  cents,  and  owed  to  the  city  banks  a balance  of 
196,418  dollars  66  cents;  exceeding' tlie  specie  in 
its  vaults  124,895  dollars  19  cents.  It  must  be  again 
remarked,  that  it  had  yet  the  sumJaefore  mention- 
ed in  the  mint,  as  well  as  the  sum  in  rruTisjhi  fi;9m 
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(250,000  cloir4its)^f  naUimor’,  wli<>  were  al  ihe  lime  m;;mliers  of  ihe 


Ohio  and  Kenlu~ky  tins  last  sum 
arrived  very  seasonably,  on  the  next  day  or  a day 
or  two  thereafter.  J he  bank  in  this  situation,  the 
office  at  New  York  w'as  little  better,  and  the  office 
at  Boston  a geat  deal  worse.  At  tl.e  same  time, 
the  bank  owed  to  Baring,  Brotbein  Sc  Co.  and  to 
'I'hos.  Wilson  Sc  Co.  nearly  gOOj,UOO,  which  it  was 
bound  to  pay  imm'^'diately,  r.nd  wfiich  was  equi 
valent  to  a charge  upon  its  \auK.*>  to  that  amount. 

It  had,  including  the  notes  of  the  olfi.  es,  a circula 
tion  of’  six  millions  of’  dollars  to  meet,  to  which  was 
to  be  added  the  demands  of  depositors,  public  and 
private,  at  a time  loo,  wlicn  the  scarcity  of  money 
•called  forth  every  disposable  dollar,  and  therefore 
created  demands  upon  the  bank  tor  an  unusual  por- 
tion of  the  ordmaiy  deposites  and  circulation. 

The  sums  which  w’ere  collected  daily  on  account 
of  the  revenue,  in  branch  paper,  were  demandable 
the  next  day  in  BbiladeJphia,  and,  at  the  sa.me  lime, 

^t  every  office  cf  the  establishment,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  officers  of  the  government.  Therrevenue 
was  principally  paid  in' branch  paper,  as  well  at 
Boston  and  New-York  as  at  Philadelphia;  and  while 
the  duties  were  thus  paid  at  one  counter  in  branch 
paper,  the  debentures,  which  amounted  to  one  mil 
lion  of  dollars  every  three  months,  were  demanded 
and  paid  at  the  other  in  specie,  or  its  equivalent- 
money  of  the  place.  Many  additional  details,  in- 
creasing  the  difficulties  of  the  moment,  might  be 
added.  The  southern  offices  were  remitting  tardily, 
and  the  western  not  at  all.  All  the  resources  of 
the  bank  would  not  have  sustained  it  in  this  course 
and  mode  of  business  another  month!!  Such  was 
the  prostrate  state  of  the  bank  of  the  nation,  wliich 
had  only  twenty  seven  months  before  commenced 
business,  with  an  untrammelled  active  capital  of 
twenty  eight  millions  of  dollars. 

' But  it  would  have  been  fortunate  for  the  institu- 
t'lgn  if  Us  danger  had  ceased  here.  There  still  re- 
mained in  some  of  thd  trusts  of  the  b.vik,  some  of 
the  men  who  had  contributed  most  to  involve  it 
in  this  state  of  things.  As  I must  be  brief,  and  the 
subject  is  very'  extensive,  I will  advert  only  to  the 
principal  instance  of  the  misfortunes  and  profligacy 
to  whicli  I allude. 

Jn  the  office  at  Baltimore  of  which  .Tames  A. 
Buchanan  was  president,  and  J.  \V.  M’Culloh  w'as 
cashier,  there  were  near  three  millions  of  dollars 
.discounted  or  appropriated,  without  any  authority, 
.and  without  the  knowledge  of  the  board  of  the 
office,  or  that  of  the  parent  bank!  S.  Smith  and 
Buchanan,  of  which  firm  J A.  Buchanan  was  a mem 
ber,  James  W.  M’Culloh  and  Gc  orge  Williams,  (the 
]Utter  a member  of  the  parent  board  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  government),  had  obtained  of  the  pa 
rent  bank,  discounts,  in  the  regular  and  accustom 
ed  manner,  to  the  amount  of  1,957,700  dollars,  on  a 
pledge  of  18,290  shares  stock  of  the  bank.  I'hese 
men,  without  the  knowledge  of  either  board,  and 
contrary  to  the  resolves  and  orders  of  the  parent 
bank,  took  out  of  the  office  at  Baltimore,  under  the 
pretence  of  securing  it  by  pledging  the  surplus  va- 
lue of  the  stock,  already  pledged  at  the  parent  bank 
for  I's  par  value  and  more,  and  other  like  surplusses 
over  wh’ich  the  bank  had  no  control,  the  sum  of 
1,540,000  dollars:  this  formed  a part  of  the  sum  be 
fore  slated  to  have  been  discounted  by  the  president 
and  cashier  of  the  office  without  authority'.  When 
this  stupendous  fraud  was  discovered,  attempts 
were  immediattly  made  to  obtain  security,  and  it 
WaS  obtained  nominally  to  the  amount  of  900,000 
dollars.  It  was  probably  really  worth  500,000(,  For 
this  t!ie  bank  is  principally  indebtc«l  to  tue  good 
rcajDagenient  of  Messrs,  Oliver,  Uofl’manand  M’Kim, 


Baltimore  alone,  tlie  great  mass  uf  which  grew  out 
of  this  fraud  and  others  closely  connected  with  it, 
hav<  been  e-^timAtedat  theimniense  sum  of  1 ,671,221 
dollars  87  cents.  The  aggregate  of  the  losses  of 
tiie  inslitution,  growing  out  of  the  operations  w iiich 
jireceded  tlie  6ih  .March,  1819,  exceed  considera- 
bly 5,500,000  dollars.  'I’hc  divends,  during  the 
same  lime,  amount  to,  4,410,000.  Of  this  sum, 

1,  348  558  dollars  98  cents  were  received  as  the  in- 
terest on  tl\e  public  debt  held  by  the  bank,  which 
leaves,  as  the  entire  profits  on  e ll  the  operations  of 
banking,  tfie  sum  of  3,061.441  doll  ii  s 2 cents,  whicii 
is  les.s,  by  at  least  half  a mdlion  of  dollars,  tlian  the 
losses  sustained  on  th same  business!! 

When  I was  invited,  a:»d  consented  to  fill  the  sta- 
tion I nowlioliJ,  (4)  I was  alike  ignorant  and  unap- 
prenhensive  of  the  situation  in  which  1 have  just 
described  the  bank  (Iriily,!  believe),  to  have  been. 

I was  at  the  moment  remotely  situated  from  the 
.scenes  of  its  active  business,  and  its  important  Iran- 
aactions.  I had  held,  it  is  tiue,  shortly  liefore,  to 
oblige  my  friends,  a place  in  the  board  of  the  office 
at  Cliarleston,  at  which  1 occasionally  attended,  and 
from  what  I saw  there,  as  well  as  from  the  public 
facts  concerning  the  transactions  of  the  bank,  I 
was  satisried  that  tliere  was  a great  want  of  finan- 
cial talent  in  the  management  ot  it.  But  I had  not 
the  faintest  idea  that  its  pov/er  had  been  so  com- 
pletely' prostrated,  or  that  it  bad  been  thus  unfor- 
tunately managed  or  grossly  defrauded.  1 never 
immugined  that  when  it  had,  at  so  much  e.xp^nse 
and  loss,  imported  so  many  millions  ot  specie,  they 
had  been  entirely  exhausted  and  were  not  yet  fiaid 
for;  nor  th:it  the  bank  was  on  the  point  of  stopping 
payment.  It  was  not  until  tlie  moment  I was  about 
to  commence  my  journey  to  Philadelpliia,  that  I 
was  apprized  by  a letter  (5)  from  a friend,  who  had 
been  a member  of  the  preceding  board,  that  he 
feared,  in  a few  months,  the  bank  would  be  obliged 
to  stop  payment. 

I'his  was,  indeed,  appalling  news.  When  I reach- 
ed Washington,  1 received  hourly  proofs  of  the 
probability  of  this  event.  In  Philadelphia  it  was 
generally  expected.  My  memory  deceives  me 
inucli  if  I found  any  one  in  or  out  of  bank,  who  en- 
tertained a sanguine  belief  of  its  being  able  to  sus- 
tain its  payments  much  longer.  On  the  contrary’ 
there  WrtS  ([  think  it  cannot  be  forgotten)  a public 
and  genera)  expectation  that  the  nation  was  about 
to  suffer  the  calamity  of  a currency  composed  en- 
tirely of  irredeemable  paper.  The  evil  which  thus 
threatened  the  country,  is  not  at  all  to  be  compared 
with  a suspension  of  a sound  currency  in  times  of 
war  and  great  national  emergencies.  The  former 
can  only  be  conceived  by  a people  who  have  sa.if- 
fered  under  a paper  currency  in  profound  peace. 
What  a train  of  evils  does  it  produce?  The  de- 
struction of  public  and  private  credit,  the  national 
torpor,  the  individual  ruin,  the  disgraceful  legisla- 
tion, and  the  prostration  of  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple, of  which  you  may  discover  within  your  own 
territories,  some  examples,  will  give  you  some  but 
yet  a faint  idea  of  the  calamity  which  was  about  to 
fall  on  the  country. 

On  the  bank  it  must  have  brought  inevitable  ruin, 
for  if  it  had  faile-i,  from  its  own  mismanagement, 
to  serve  the  great  purpose  for  which  itjfwas  just  be- 
fore established — that  of  restoring  and  preserving 
the  soundness  of  the  currency — there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  hostility  which  its  great  habitual  public  use- 
fulness cannot  now' appease,  would  Iiave  overwhelm- 
ed it.  Indeed  it  would  have  hud  no  claim  on  the 
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sympathy  or  the  justice  of  the  government,  and 
would  have  suffered  a merited  fate.  No  exertions 
and  no  sacrifices  were  therefore  too  great  to  avert 
this  cahinaity.  It  was  not  to  be  accomplished  with- 
out sacrifices;  But  they  have  been  small,  and  infi- 
nitely less  than  was  expected. 

Thus  stood  the  bank  at  the  organization  of  the 
present  administration.  I was  elected  and  took  my 
seat  as  president  of  the  board  on  the  6th  March, 
1819.  But  some  time  of  course  was  necessary  to 
look  into  the  state  of  the  bank  before  naeasures  of 
relief  could  be  projected.  Its  danger,  however, 
was  too  manifest,  and  too  pressing  to  allow  much 
time  for  this  purpose.  The  principal  errors  which 
produced  the  danger  were  fortunately  of  easy  dis- 
covery, and  to  them  the  proper  remedy  was  iinme- 
diately  applied.  The  southern  and  western  offices 
were  immediately  directed  not  to  issue  their  notes, 
and  the  bank  ceased  to  purchase  and  collect  ex- 
change on  tlie  south  and  west.  A special  meeting 
of  the  board  was  called,  which  the  non-resident  di- 
rectors were  summoned  to  attend  for  the  9th  April 
(the  next  month)  and  a correspondence  with  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  was  commenced,  entreat- 
ing his  forbearance  and  his  aid,  to  which  I beg  leave 
to  refer  (6).  To  this  officer  I should  be  ungrate- 
ful and  uwjust„if  I were  not  publicly  to  acknowledge 
my  obligations  and  those  of  the  bank,  for  the  coun- 
tenance and  support  which  he  afforded  to  both  in 
this  struggle. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  directors  on  the  9th  April, 
Which  was  very  full,  the  state  of  the  bank  was  sub- 
mitted to  them,  a select  committee  appointed,  to 
whom  the  subject  of  its  difficulties  was  referred, 
and  after  very  mature  deliberation,  that  committee 
made  a report  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 
The  principal  means  of  relief  proposed  and  agreed 
to  were: 

1.  To  continue  the  curtailmeuts  previously  or- 
dered. 2.  To  forbid  the  offices  to  the  south  and 
west  to  issue  their  notes  when  the  exchanges  were 
against  them.  5.  To  collect  the  balances  due  by 
local  banks  to  the  offices.  4.  To  claim  of  the  go- 
vernment the  time  necessary  to  transfer  funds  from 
the  offices  where  money  was  collected,  to  those 
where  it  was  to  be  disbursed,  as  well  as  like  time 
(until  the  difficulties  of  the  bank  were  removed)  to 
transfef  funds  to  meet  the  notes  of  offices  paid  into 
the  bank  or  other  offices,  than  those  where  they 
were  payable  according  to  their  tenor.  5.  To  pay 
debentures  in  the  same  money  in  which  the  duties 
on  which  the  debentures  were  secured,  had  been 
paid.  6.  To  obtain  a loan  in  Europe  for  a sum  not 
exceeding  2,500,000  dollars,  for  a period  not  ex- 
ceeding three  years. 

These  measures,  simple  and  obvious  as  they  are, 
and  some  of  therti  so  strangely  overlooked  so  long, 
lifted  the  bank  in  the  short  space  of  70  days  (from 
6 March  to  17  May)  from  the  extreme  prostration 
which  has  been  described,  to  a state  of  safety  and 
even  some  degree  of  power,  enabled  it  to  cease  its 
curtailments,  except  at  points  where  it  had  an  ex- 
cess of  capital,  to  defy  all  attacks  upon  it,  and  to 
sustain  other  institutions  which  wanted  aid  and 
were  ascertained  to  be  solvent;  above  all,  to  estab- 
lish  the  soundness  of  the  currency  which  had  just 
before  been  deemed  hopeless;  and,  in  a single  sea- 
son of  business  (the  first)  to  give  to  every  office  as 
much  capital  as  it  could  advantageously  employ. 
There  are  two  of  the  measures  thus  adopted,  on 
which  I will  enter  into  some  detail,  because  they 
have  been  misconceived  and  misrepresented. 

1.  The  curtailments.  The  immense  curtailments 
which  had  been  made  before  the  present  adminis- 


tration of  the  bank  was  organized,  have  been  staled* 
The  public  lias  been  led  to  believe  tliat  these  cur- 
tailments were  made  by  this  administration,  and 
were  the  fruit  of  a policy  which  originated  with  it. 
Men  who  have  sat  at  the  board  and  knew  the  con- 
trary, or,  which  is  little  better,  witliout  taking  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  a fact  which  was  so  easily  with- 
in  their  read),  have  consented  to  propagate  this 
slander. 

I now  state  and  defy  contradiction,  and  am  reaily 
to  prove  that  no  curtailment  has  been  ordered  from 
the  time  I took  my  seat,  until  this  day. 

That  any  curtailments  wliich  have  been  made  by 
the  administration  of  which  I have  been  a member, 
were  made  under  orders  which  I found  in  force; — 
that  the  baiik  at  Philadelphia  continued  to  cirUil 
only  70  days  after  1 took  my  seat,  tiiat  the  offices  of 
New  York  and  Boston  were  only  required  to  sus- 
tain themselves,  according  to  circtimslances,  until 
the  scattered  funds  of  the  institution'cculd  be  col- 
lected to  give  them  capital;  and  further,  that  the 
greatest  reduction  of  the  discounts  of  the  bank  it- 
self, and  all  the  offices  north  of  Philadelphia,  to- 
gether, at  no  one  time,  exceeded  400,000  dollars, 
until  they  were  reduced  by  a want  of  demand  for 
money  which  was  general  through  the  nation. — 
When  this  want  of  demand  for  money  prevented 
the  profitable  employment  of  the  funds  of  the  bank, 
the  only  expedient  to  relieve  it  from  the  losses  of 
unemployed  capital  which  existed,  was  promptly 
and  successfully  employed,  by  purchasing  of  the 
government  of  tlie  U.  States,  first  two  millions  of 
six  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  government,  and  afterw.ards  four  millions  of 
five  ])er  cent,  slock,  redeemable  in  1835,  on  terms 
which  were  then  deemed  highly  advantageous  to 
the  bank,  and  which  are  so  still,  as  shall  be  hereaf- 
ter proved. 

It  is  believed  that  a candid  and  dispassionate 
vestigation  of  the  facts  will  -shew  that,  with  the 
same  means  and  under  the  same  circumstances,  ao 
change  of  proceeding  or  policy  could  have  increas- 
ed the  profits  of  the  bank,  (7)  and  that  if  tl>e  inter- 
est which  has  accrued  on  the  heavy  amount  of  sus;- 
pended  debt  and  not  been  received  (and  that  it  has 
not  been  received,  is  not  the  fault  of  the  present 
admini.stration,  which  did  not  grant  the  loans  on 
which  this  interest  accrued)  be  added  to  the  divi- 
dends made  and  the  accumulations  reserved,  the 
gains  will  be  within  about  a half  per  cent,  per  an- 
num  of  the  nominal  profits  of  the  preceding  period, 
in  which  every  thing  was  hazarded,  and  more  actu- 
ally lost  than  all  that  was  thus  nominally  gained.  I 
should  have  had  no  disposition  to  make  these  com- 
parisons had  they  not  been  made  necessary  by  false 
statements  and  representations  of  the  same  facts. 
In  looking  at  these  results,  let  it  also  be  recollected 
what  different  circumstances  characterized  the  dif- 
ferent periods. 

2.  The  other  measure  which  I mean  particularly 
to  notice  is  the  loan  which  was  obtained  in  Europe. 
There  was  at  the  time  this  loan  was  projected  great 
embarrassment  in  all  the  concerns  of  commerce, 
but  the  pressing  difficulty  was  a real  unsoundness 
in  the  bank  circulation  which  constituted  the  whole 
currency  of  the  country.  The  weakness  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  has  been  exposed.  That 
of  the  state  banks  was  probably  greater,  though 
they  were  not  subject  to  so  many  and  such  com- 
plicated dangers.  The  revenue  was  accumulating 
to  the  credit  of  the  government,  at  various  points, 
in  jjjaper  that  if  immediately  pressed  upon  the  banks 

I (7)  Statement  of  monies  at  interest.’ 
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vliich  issued  it  would  not  liuve  l)een  honored;  and 
yet  to  have  discredited  it  suddenly  would  have  forc- 
ed llie  crisis  of  the  unsoundness  of  all  the  bank  cir- 
culation  at  a moment  when  it  had  no  recuperative 
-iaculty,  and  must  have  ended  in  consequences  alike  , 
disastrous  to  the  bank  and  the  country.  On  the  ; 
other  hand  to  have  irn[>osed  no  pressure  upon  these 
banks  would  have  been  to  cherish  and  perpetuate 
and  increase  the  evil  of  an  un.sound  currency.  1 he  , 
course  to  be  pursvied  by  this  bunk  was  a subject  of  j 
great  delicacy  and  difficulty.  The  situation  of  llie 

country  was  exceedingly  alarming. 

It  Was  not  simply  tlie  present  evil  that  was  dread- 
ed—the  country  was  in  its  money  concerns  in  an  ex- 
treme state  of  exhaustation.  It  was  drained  of  its 
specie  in  the  preceding  year  before  the  first  in- 
stalment of  the  Lousiana  stock  became  payable. 
Ti»e  sum  necessary  to  make  tlie  payment  stood  to 
the  credit  of  the  treasury  in  the  bank  and  was  trans- 
ferred  to  the  credit  of  the  holders  of  this  stock. 
Tlie  agent  of  Baring,  Brothers,  and  Co.  had,  for 
foreign  account,  at  one  moment,  2,410,000  dollars 
at  his  credit  at  the  bank  in  I’hiladelphiu,  and  on 
the  same  day  all  the  specie  in  the  bank  and  all  its 
offices  did  not  amount  to  as  much.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  have  paid  it,  and  the  bank  was  obliged  to 
enter  into  a contract  to  pay  it  in  England  by  a giv- 
en  time,  with  interest.  In  executing  this  contract 
it  employed  the  whole  operations  of  the  next  sea- 
son of  business  in  foreign  exchanges  and  paid  a very 
f.<rge  amount  of  interest;  and  at  the  time  this  loan 
was  projected  there  remained  a large  balance  due 
to  Baring,  Brothers  and  Co.  on  account  of  this  con- 
tract. The  country  liad  been  still  further  divested 
of  the  metallic  basis  in  the  interim,  and  a pretence 
was  only  wanting  by  too  many  individuals  and  bank- 
ing institutions  to  stop  nay  ment.  'I'o  them  it  miglit 
have  afforded  immediate  relief  and  profit.  But  to 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  it  must,  as  already 
sliewn,  have  caused  inevitable  ruin.  At  every 
hazai'dif  was  obliged  to  continue  its  payments,  its 
ability  to  do  so,  depended  on  sustaining  the  credit 
of  the  country,  and  restoring  the  soundness  of  the 
currency. 

If  its  own  vaults  had  been  better  replenished 
than  they  were,  it  could  not  liave  relied  upon  them 
alone.  The  ability  of  tliis  bank  to  sustain  its  credit 
at  no  time  depends  solely  or  principally  on  the  spe- 
cie in  its  own  vaults:  but,  on  the  general  credit  of 
the  country  sustained  by  tjlie  the  usual  legal  and  mo- 
ral obligations — destroy  the.se  practically,  and  ail 
its  power  becomes  feebleness.  'I'hus  it  has,  at  any 
given  moment,  from  20  to  30  millions  of  dollars  be- 
coming due  to  it  within  90  days,  besides  very  large 
sums  standing  in  balances  against  other  banks,  and 
further  sums  in  the  notes  of  other  banks.  Now  sup- 
pose at  any  moment,  that  a state  of  things  should 
arise  which  should  destroy  the  general  credit  of 
fhe  country,  and  disable  debtors,  who  in  their  turn 
depend  on  the  same  means  for  their  ability  to  pay, 
to  comply,  with  the  first,  and  tempt  him  to  disre- 
gard the  last  of  these  obligations,  what  would  be 
then  the  situation  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States;’ 
Yet  that  state  of  things  was  on  the  point  of  taking- 
place;  when  the  loan  in  question  was  projected. 

'fhe  country  could  hear  no  further  exhaustion, 
however  small,  luiiil  it  had  a season  to  recover. 
But  the  second  instalment  of  the  Louisiana  stock, 
svas  to  be  paid  in  a few  months;  and  the  sum  to  he 
withdrawn  by  foreigners,  exceeded  probably  all  the 
specie  in  the  two  great  cities  of  Philadelphia  and 
New  York.  The  bank  would  liave  been  bound  to 
pay  it,  had  it  received  the  local  paper  in  payment 
of  Uie  fevenue;  and  if  it  had  refused  it,  we  have 


seen  the  disastrous  consequences  to  which  it  would' 
have  led.  It  was  a payment  which  the  country 
could  not,  at  the  time,  bear,  and  the  ability  of  the 
bank  was  necessarily  limited  by  the  ability  of  the 
country.  Hence,  in  a general  view,  the  necessity 
and  expediency  of  the  loan. 

It  has,  I understand,  been  said,  that  events  have 
proved  that  the  loan  was  unnecessary,  regarding 
merely  the  direct  obligations  of  the  bank.  This  is 
an  objection  which  no  mind  capable  of  comprehend- 
ing the  just  policy  of  a national  bank  could  make,  if 
the  foregoing  views  be  correct.  But  it  is  not  true. 
Events  on  the  contrary,  proved  it  was  indispensa- 
ble. What  would  the  situation  of  the  bank  have 
been,  if  in  October,  1819,  uji wards  of  two  millions 
of  dollars  had  been,  in  this  section  of  the  union, 
where  it  was  payable,  drawn  from  its  vaults.  Al- 
though they  had  been  by  that  day  considerably 
strengthened,  yet  all  the  specie  in  the  bank,  and 
all  the  offices  on  tliis  side  the  Potomac,  could 
not  have  met  the  draft!  Will  it  be  said,  that  the 
government  hud  not,  at  tlie  time  this  instalment 
was  payable,  a sufficient  deposite  to  make  the  pay- 
ment? ’ It  is  true,  because  the  government,  as  soon 
as  it  was  discovered  that  the  public  credit  would 
not  be  made  to  suffer,  disbursed  the  monies  which 
must  have  been  and  would  have  been  re.served  terr 
this  purpose;  and  thus  the  bank  and  the  com- 
munity generally  were  relieved  from  the  foreign 
drain  upon  them,  in  the  manner  in  which  the  relief 
was  originally  projected. 

Again— the  burthen  of  this  loan  has  been  great- 
ly misrepresented.  It  has  been  supposed  that  id 
consequence  of  the  sub.sefjuent  want  of  demand 
for  money,  which  prevented  the  bank  from  I'ully 
employing  its  capital,  therefore  the  interest  paid 
on  this  loan  was  a loss  to  the  bank.  'Phis  might  be 
j admitted,  and  still  the  loan  was  not  the  less  neces- 
sary. A sacrifice  of  gain  was  expected  and  intend- 
j ed.  But  the  fact  is  not  so.  Although  undoubtedly 
1 there  was  a long  jieriod  during  wliich  the  capital 
j of  the  bank  was  not  fully  employed,  yet  it  so  hap- 
pened, that  the  specific  money  derived  from  this 
loan  was  employed,  and  has  not  ceased  to  bring  in 
six  per  cent,  per  annum  from  lliat  day  to  this:  VVit^-. 
out  it  the  bank  could  not  have  taken  the  govern- 
ment loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars  in  1820,  which 
remains  yet  unpaid,  nor  could  it  liave  done  the  pro- 
fitable business  in  foreign  exchanges  which  it  did 
in  that  year,  nor  have  distributed  capitals  as  early 
as  it  did  to  the  northern  offices,  whicli  infused  into 
them  a new  life,  nor  could  it  have  sustained  the 
cliaracter  or  the  usefulness  of  a national  bank,  until 
it  should  have  collected  by  slow  and  painful  means 
its  scattered  capital. 


I have  said  so  much  of  tli^  loan,  not  only  because 
it  is  an  important  circumstance  in  the  management 
of  the  bank,  but  also  because  it  is  a measure  close- 
ly connected  with  the  financial  history  of  the  counr 
try,  and  on  which  turned,  in  a great  measure,  the 
preservation  of  a sound  currency,  an  event,  how- 
ever unusual  it  is  so  to  consider  it,  probably  of 
more  importance  than  any  other  in  the  history  of 
the  country  since  the  late  peace.  In  sustaining  the 
banka  great  public  purpose  was  served,  hut  it  cost 
not  an  additional  cent.  Censured  though  it  may 
be,  1 proudly  say  I suggested  and  advised  this  mea- 
sure, and  am  well  content  to  bear  the  responsibility 
of  it.  Tlie  loan  was  for  only  two  millions  of  flol- 
lars,  and  was  jiayable  on  the  5th  of  July  last.  One 
million  thereof  has  been  continued  at  .5  per  cent, 
interest,  and  the  other  has  been  paid  oft‘  at  a pro- 
fit wliicli  would  defray  the  charge  of  remitt-ing  the 
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remainiHj^  million,  even  at  the  present  adverse  rate 
of  exciia  ige. 

During  the  present  administration  of  the  bank, 
consideraole  sums  have  been  drawn  from  the  capi- 
tal in  erecting^  necessary  buildings  for  the  use  of 
the  institution,  considerable  burthens,  which  were 
previously  created,  havu  o_en  discharged;  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  iiave  been  paid  on  account  of  the 
bonus  to  the  government  for  tiie  charter,  six  mil- 
hons  of  funded  debt  have  been  purchased,  and  are 
now  held  by  the  hank,  tiiree  millions  five  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  iiollars  have  been  accumulated 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the  losses,  which  had 
been  previously  sustained,  and  there  now  stands  to 
the  credit  of  profit  and  loss  the  sum  of  245,796 
dollars  7 cents;  and  there  is  due  to  the  bank 
1,279,520  dollars  54  cents,  for  interest  which  accru- 
ed before  the  1st  of  July  last,  on  suspended  debts, 
and  which  has  not  been  received. 

The  losses  of  the  iwstilution  were  estimated,  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  at  three  mil 
lions  of  dollars.  I’hey  have  been  found  to  exceed 
that  sum.  The  estimates  of  the  dividend  commit- 
tee, in  July  last,  made  the  aggregate  of  the  losses 
g3,743,899  This  includes  all  losses  to  that  time 
from  whatever  cause.  A very  small  portion  of 
these  losses,  you  will  discover,  has  resulted  froin 
the  business  or  management  posterior  to  .March, 
18l9.  It  is  hoped,  from  the  lapse  of  time,  and  the 
trying  circumstances  which  have  intervened,  that 
the  losses  have  readied  their  utmost  amount.  The 
greatest  pains  have  been  taken  to  probe  the  state 
of  all  the  offices  to  the  botom,  as  the  accompany- 
ing  documents  will  shew.  (8) 

The  western  debts,  by  which  are  meant  those  due 
in  the  states  of  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  have  been  a 
subject  of  peculiar  anxiety  and  attention.  To  as- 
ceitain  the  exact  state  of  them,  the  board  were  not 
satisfied  to  rely  on  the  ordinary  means,  out  dispatch 
ed  the  cas'iier  of  the  bank,  who  was  understood  to 
be  particularly  well  acquainted  with  these  stales, 
to  look  into  the  situation  of  the  offices  in  Kentucky 
and  Ohic,  and  to  furnish  an  estimate  of  the  proba- 
ble Joss  w'hich  would  be  sustained  upon  them.  His 
renorts  vvluch  accompany  this  communication,  will 
eiaiibit  these  results.  His  estimates,  very  far  ex- 
ceed those  of  the  committees  of  the  offices;  and 
the  parent  board  and  the  committees  of  that  board 
have  been  governed  by  his  estimates,  in  forming 
their  opinions  of  the  amount  of  these  losses.  A 
number  of  investigations  of  particular  cases  have, 
in  the  course  ot  tlie  current  transactions  of  the 
bank,  taken  place,  and,  on  all  such  occasions,  his 
estimates  of  loss  have  appeared  to  be  beyond  the 
probable  loss,  with  the  exception  of  the  cases  of 
some  local  banks  at  Cincinnati.  Doubts,  however, 
of  the  sufficiency  of  these  estimates,  founded  on 
the  fear  of  the  fraudulent  disposition  of  some  of 
the  debtors  and  the  unjust  laws  of  those  states  in 
relation  to  creditors,  were  excited— the  board, 
therefore,  in  July  1821,  set  apart,  as  an  auxiliary 
fund,  in  addition  to  the  contingent  fund  of 3,550, OoO 
dollars,  all  excess  over  the  par  value  of  certain 
stock  pledged  and  transferred  to  the  bank,  and  all 
interest  due  and  to  grow  due  on  the  suspended 
debts  at  the  offices  in  Kentucky,  and  Whio,  to  be 
with  the  said  “contingent  fund”  inviolably  appro- 
priated to  the  extinguishment  of  the  losses  of  the 
bank,  unless  otherwise  ordered  or  advised  by  the 
stockholders  at  a triennial  meeting  or  at  a regular 
meeting  which  should  be  called  for  the  purpose. 

The  course  of  policy  pursued  by  the  board  in  re- 
lation to  suspended  debts,  and  particularly  the 
debts  due  in  the  we^stern  state.s,  was  not  to  press 


the  debtors  rigorously  where  they  were  willing  to 
give  the  best  security’  in  their  power,  and  indeed 
never  to  press  them  excej)t  with  a view  to  security. 

Ihe  most  liberal  indulgence  therefore  has  inva- 
riably been  granted  where  satisfactory  security  or 
the  best  in  the  power  of  the  debtor  has  been  given. 
Oil  the  1st  April  1819,  the  sum  clue  to  the  bank,  in 
Ohio,  and  Kentucky,  including  balances  due  by  lo- 
cal banks,  was  6,351,120  dollars,  80  cents;  on  the 
3(jth  August  1822  the  sum  du'. , including  also  real 
estate  taxen  in  payment,  was  g5, 389, 477  18,  bci.  g 
a reduction  of  ^961,653  62  (0)  but  in  the  debt  now- 
due,  is  a considerable  sum  of  contingent  interest 
which  has  been  liquidated  and  notes  taken  for  it, 
so  that  the  leducuon  will  exceed  one  million  of 
dollars  of  the  principal. — Moi  tgagc-s,  and  other  col- 
lateral security  deemed  ample  have  in  many  cases 
been  obtained,  in  otiiers  valuable  additional  security', 
in  others  judgments,  and  suits  are  pending  in  all,  or 
nearly  all  cases  in  which  security  has  not  been  ob- 
tained. 

The  office  at  Cincinnati  was  discontinued  in  Sep- 
tember 1820,  and  a confidential  agent  is  now  em- 
ployed in  winding  up  its  afiairs.  t he  reasons  for 
discontinuing  this  office  ii  would  be  tedious  .md 
perhaps  invidious  to  narrate,  they  sliall  be  stated 
to  any  comnnUee  you  may  appoint.  It  has  been 
deemed  inexpedient  to  disconiinue  any  other  of- 
fice. 

The  several  funds  which  may  be  relied  upon  to 
extinguish  the  estimated  losses  are  the  following. 
1.  A contingent  fund  of  actual  profits  which  has 
been  reserved  of  three  millions  five  hundred  and 
fifiy  thousand  dollars.  2.  Any  excess  beyond  the 
par  value  of  37,954  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of 
the  bank  pledged  to  it  and  standing  in  i s corpo- 
rate name  on  the  books.  Though  the  debis  secur- 
ed by  these  sliares  are  only  estimated  at  par,  tney 
give  a claim  to  the  bank  which  will  cover  any  value 
beyond  par,  which  the  shares  may  hereafter  bear. 
3.  The  sum  of  245,796  dollars  7 cents  now  stand-- 
ing  to  the  credit  of  profit  and  loss.  4.  The  sum  of 
1,279,520  dollars  54  cents,  arrears  of  interest  due 
the  bank.  It  must  be  remarked  that  this  last  sum 
includes  interest  as  well  on  debts  estimated  as  bad 
and  doubtful  as  on  those  deemed  good.  There  is 
now  no  charge  on  the  bank  bemdes  ordinary  cur- 
rent charges,  except  60,000  dollars  semi-annually', 
which  will,  if  applied  for  the  duration  of  the  char- 
ter, extinguish  the  bonus,"  the  premium  on  the  five 
per  cent.  loan,  and  within  a trifle  of  forty  per  cent, 
of  the  cost  of  the  banking  houses  which  have  beeR 
erected,  and  of  any  that  in  all  likelihood  will  be 
liereatter  erected,  as  well  as  the  completion  of  the 
building  in  which  yon  are  assembled;  and  although 
1 have  been  opposed  and  have  even  entered  my  dis- 
sent upon  the  journals,  to  some  of  the  acts  of  the 
board  in  relation  to  this  building,  I nevertheless  d» 
advise,  as  it  is  so  near  completion  and  is  so  beauti- 
lul  a specimen  of  ai-chitecture,  that  it  be  finished.- 
It  never  again  can  be  done  at  so  small  an  expense,^ 
and  never  under  the  superintendance  of  an  agent 
more  skilful,  faithful,  economical  and  accurate,  than- 
the  gentleman  who  planned  and  has  so  far  execut-- 
ed  it.  The  additional  expense  vvill  be  small.  (9) 

It  was  expected  by  the  stockholders  at  their  last"' 
meeting,  that  the  bank  would  have  been  enabled  to 
have  repaired  the  losses  which  had  been  sustained^ 
and  to  have  made  a dividend  m January,  1820  — 
This  the  increased  estimates  of  the  losses  and 
stagnation  of  trade  concurred  to  prevent,  while  the 

(0)  Vide  monthly  statements  for  1st  April  1819 
and  30tb  August,  1S22. 
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sJinie  causes  have  diminished  tlie  amount  of  the  di- 
vidends which  have  since  been  niade.  It  wiil  be 
seen,  however,  on  reterence  lo  tlie  accompanying 
statement,  (10)  that  the  bank  would  have  been  able 
to  have  made  dividends  which  would,  no  doubt, 
have  been  satistactory  to  the  stockholders  during 
the  whole  period  of  this  administration,  had  it  been 
incumbered  as  well  witli  the  los.ses  as  the  various 
embarrassments  which  belonged,  in  their  origin,  to 
a previous  period. 

rhe  e.xpensesofthe  institution  very  soon  attract 
cd  tlie  attention  of  the  present  administration,  but 
it  was  not  practicable  to  reduce  them  immediately. 
An  accompanying  statement  (H)  liowever,  will 
shew  that  muen  lias  been  done  towards  the  accom- 
plishment of  this  object.  The  amount  is  still  en- 
priiious  compared  w ith  the  pi ofits  growing  o-^t  of 
ihe  proper  operations  of  banking;  that  is  to  say, 
tlitf  f j-olits  of  the  bank,  exclusive  of  the  dividends 
i^iceiv.d  on  tlie  iunded  debt,  which  it  holds  and 
whidi  require  no  mam.gement  or  expense  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  them. 

'I'iie  inontlily  statements  of  the  bank  exhibit  an 
analysis  of  the  stale  and  current  business  of  the 
bank  and  the  several  odices,  as  perfect  as  the  na- 
vuie  of  the  sulrjecvs  will  permit;  out  if  taken  with- 
out explanations  they  are  ofien  likely'  to  mislead. 
So  attempt  at  this  lime  and  in  this  form  to  give 
such  explanations  in  a general  way  would  be  ad 
missible,  or  practicable,  but  all  such  will  be  cheer- 
fudy  and  piomptJy  given  in  reply  to  every  imjuiry 
on  particul:iT  poiriis  w hich  may  be  presented. 

You  will  probaby  desire  to  have  some  notices  of 
the  condition  of  tlie  principal  funds  in  which  the 
capital  IS  invested.  I'his  I will  brietly  attempt: 

i.  I'he  disctnuUed  paper,  l iie  current  paper  ot 
-tliis  bank  and  its  oh'ices  is  probably  as  good,  or 
better,  tha.n  the  current  paper  of  other  banks,  in 
the  places  rtspectively  where  it  is  due.  I'here  is, 
however,  unfortunately  a heavy  mass  of  suspended 
paper  on  whicli  i.nlerest  is  continuaJiy  accruing,  a 
greai  part  of  wnich  will,  no  doubt,  in  time  be  re- 
covered, but  wnicli  adds  little  or  nothing  at  the 
})re.-.ent  time,  to  liie  iiind  from  which  the  bank  is 
to  diiide.  There  is  one  portion  of  this  which,  in- 
defiendent  ot  the  losses  already  sustained  by  it,  and 
which  are  included  in  the  estimates,  I consider  as 
very  good  and  productive.  I mean  the  forfeited 
stock  consisting  of  37,954.  shares  wdiich  may  be 
considered  as  a reduction  of  a capital  quite  loo 
Ihrge,  to  the  extent  of  their  par  value. 

li.  Tlie  funded  debt  held  by  the  bank.  This  now 
consists,  w ith  the  exception  of  a very  inconside- 
rable sum,  (1)  of  seven  millions  of  five  per  cent, 
slock  subscribed  by  the  government;  (il)  of  two 
millions  of  six  per  cent  stock  purchased  in  1820, 
redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  government;  (3) 
cd  four  millions  of  five  percent,  slock  purchased  in 
18..  1,  and  redeemable  on  the  5lst  of  iJ^cember 
1835.  The  tw'o  millions  of  six  per  cent  stock,  of 
the  Ivan  of  1820,  will,  in  all  likelihood,  be  speedily' 
redeemed.  The  four  millions  of  five  per  cents,  are 
longer  irredeemable  than  any  other  stock  of  the 
government  of  tfie  United  Stales,  and  hence  pro 
bably  this  stock  is  more  valuable  than  any  other 
stock  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  It 
is  quoted  higher  in  the  London  market  than  the 
average  of  the  six  per  cent  stocks.  When  tlie  bank 
©blamed  this  stock  it  was  deemed  a great  bargain. 

is  now  unsually  depressed,  from  causes  which 
probably  cannot  be  prenranent,  and  some  stock 
holders  who  urged  the  bank  to  endeavor  to  take 
it  at  any  price,  begin  now  to  doubt  whether  the 
institution  were  not  bettet  without  it.  H it  wei-e 


HOW’  sold  at  a profitable  rate,  as  it  may  be,  the 
same  peisons,  if  it  rise,  wouhl  condemn  the  sale- 
of  it.  licaving  these  persons  then  to  the  indul- 
gence of  their  opinions,  it  may  be  remarked  thaC 
the  more  the  bank  can  retain  of  this  slock  the  bet- 
ter tor  the  institution.  It  wants  active  funds  but 
for  two  purpo.ses:  Firstly,  to  pay  the  loan  ot* 

1 15  l>d00,00’J,  due  in  London.  And,  secondly,  to  give 
1 additional  capital  to  its  offices.  All  the  offices 
south  of  Fhiiadelpha,  I venture  to  say%  have  as 
much  capital  as  they  can  use  advantageously'. 

1 cannot  stop  to  give  my  reasons  for  this  opinion- 
I It  IS  doubtful  whether  more  than  half  a million  iit 
j addition  to  its  present  funds  could  be  pro^tubl^ 
[employed  at  tlie  parent  bank:  more  than  an  ad- 
I ditional  million  1 am  satisfied  cannot,  under  any  cir- 
! cufTiStances,  be  profitably  employed  at  New  Vorky 
(a  great  niuny  crude  suggestions  to  the  contrary" 
notwithstanding);  and  I doubt  w hether  at  this  mo* 
ment  a dollar  more  ought  to  be  added;  though  1 ant 
of  opinion  that  a million  ought  to  be  added  to  the 
capital  of  that  office  at  a proper  time,  making  the 
capital  2, 5UU, 000  dolhiis.  Half  a inilhon  added  to 
the  capital  of  the  office  at  Boston,  making  the 
capital  l,500,00d  dollars,  will  be  enough  for  that 
office.  All  this  will  be  supplied  by  the  redemption 
of  the  two  millions  6 per  cent,  loan,  and  if  a little 
more  be  necessary,  it  will  soon  be  supplied  from 
the  suspended  ueot.  I think,  therefore,  if  the  bank 
find  it  necessary  to  part  with  a million  and  a half  ot* 
this  loan,  it  ought  to  do  it  with  regret;  but  it  should 
on  no  account,  part  w ith  more.  I he  unextinguish- 
ed  part  of  the  pi  emium  of  this  loan  is  about  4^^  per 
cent,  and  the  last  London  quotations  are  95  a 9Gi 
and  the  exchange  in  favor  of  London  10  to  10^  per 
cent.  It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  at  the  lowest 
quotations  now  or  at  any  otlier  time  of  this  stock. 
It  would  realize  the  cost,  in  connexion  w’ith  the 
rate  of  exchange,  the  rise  of  which  against  lhi» 
country,  is  supposed  to  be  the  principal  cause  of 
t!ie  depression  ol  tliis  stock.  Here  is  one  error  in 
relation  lo  this  subject  which  it  may  be  worth  ex- 
plaining. 

It  is  supposed  by  some,  that  because  the  govern-- 
ment  of  the  United  States  have  not  been  enabled 
to  convert  their  six  per  cent,  stocks  into  fivts,  that 
a five  per  cent  stock  is  deemed  undesirable  abroad;' 
but  the  governu.ent  has  never  cfl’ered  a stock  like 
that  which  the  bank  holds  in  exchange  for  the  sixes. 
It  has  ofiered  a stock  redeemable  in  eight  or  tea 
years.  The  sleek  held  by  the  bank  is  not  redeema- 
ble in  less  than  13  years  and 3 months.  No  strong- 
er proof  can  be  given  that  the  sixes  would  be  ex*- 
chaiiged  for  such  a stock,  than  tfie  fact  that  is  quot- 
ed higiier  tlian  the  avera'ge  of  the  six  per  centSi 
in  tlie  I.ondon  market. 

The  bank,  by  a resolution  of  the  2Slh  day  of 
November,  18U>,  agreed  to  reruil  to  the  holders  uf" 
the  capital  slock  uf  the  bank,  residing  in  Kurope, 
the  dividends  which  should  be  declared  thereon, 
free  of  expence.  I his  was  deemed  a very  disad- 
vantageous and  burthensome  engagement  on  the 
part  ot  ihe  bank — advice  of  eminent  counsel  has 
been  taken,  to  know  whelhei  the  bank  w’as  bound" 
to  continue  these  remittances,  and  it  has  been  ad- 
vised that  it  was  not  bound  longer  tlian  it  should 
desire  to  do  so  from  its  own  views  of  expediency 
or  advantage.  It  was  determined  therefore  to  dis- 
continue this  agency  except  as  to  those  who  had 
msde  regular  requisitions  or  who  should  do  so  by  a 
given  day.  As  to  t-licse  it  w'us  thought  better  that 
the  bank  should  make  the  sacrifice  w’Uich  these 
remittances  required,  then  incur  the  suspiciou  of 
having  ms  ded  t!ic  ho'd-us  of  stock  who  had  trad"? 
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the  requisition,  perhaps,  under  the  impression, 
that  the  regulation  was  not  disadvantageous  to  the 
bank,  and  that  it  would  be  permanent;  as  to  all 
others  there  was  no  pretence  of  claim.  There  is 
one  case  of  3,540  shares  which  is  under  considera- 
tion, which  the  bank  has  heretofore  determined 
not  to  be  entitle  1 to  this  privilege,  but  the  parties 
have  urged  a reconsideration  of  it.  If  this  be  em- 
braced the  number  of  shares  on  which  the  bank 
has  determined  to  continue  remittances,  will  be 
15,330  shares.  If  they  be  excluded  the  number 
will  be  11,790  shares. 

With  these  facts,  and  an  inspection  of  the  docu- 
ments wich  are  referred  to  and  ready  to  be  exhi. 
bited,  the  stockholders  will  be  able  to  form  an 
opinion  for  themselves,  with  all  the  lights  and  in- 
formation which  I have  or  of  which  the  subject  is 
susceptible,  of  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  may  of 
fer  their  advice  and  express  their  opinions  accord- 
ingly. L \NG  DON  C HE VES. 

Presidenl  bunk  United  States. 

[Mr.  George  Williams,  implicated  in  the  preced- 
ing  exposition,  has  publicly  requested  a suspension 
of  public  opinion.] 


CHRONICLE. 


Jl  trader,  named  Jonas  Whitney  Farnsworth,  who 
says  he  was  of  Boston,  has  jjeen  tried  at  the  U.  S. 
district  court,  sitting  at  Batavia,  N.  Y.  found  guilty, 
and  sentenced  to  death,  for  forging  United  States’ 
patents  for  military  bounty  lands.  The  fellow  had 
every  thing  complete  for  carrying  on  the  business. 

Money.  Messrs.  Astor  & Son  have  taken  the 
Nevv-York  canal  loan,  at  6 per  cent,  interest.  On 
§100,000  they  gave  a premium  of  7^  per  cent,  and 
on  150,000  a premium  of  7. 

Emigration.  A number  of  cotton  weavers  have 
started  from  Carlise,  Eng.  for  the  United  States. 
A great  many  Irish  emigrants,  who  arrived  at  St. 
Johns,  N.  B.  on  their  way  to  the  U.  S.  are  reported 
to  be  in  extreme  distress— without  the  means  of 
reaching  their  destination. 

Mississippi  lead.  On  the  12th  ult.  12,000  lbs.  of 
Mississippi  lead  arrived  at  Detroit,  from  Green  Bay. 
It  was  transported  by  water  the  whole  distance,  with 
the  exception  of  the  short  portage  between  the 
Fox  and  Ouisconsin  rivers. 

Jiultimore.  One  of  the  most  severe  electioneer- 
ing contests  that  we  have  known  of  took  place  in 
this  city  on  Monday  last,  for  the  choice  of  electors 
of  mayor.  The  ticket  presumed  favorable  to  the 
election  of  Edward  Johnson,  received  3518  votes, 
and  that  supposed  friendly  to  the  re-election  of 
John  Montgomery,  3500 — majority  for  Johnson 
eighteen. 

Massachusetts.  It  is  announced  that  Mr.  Jonathan 
Bussel  declines  a re-election  to  congress. 

JVew  Hampshire.  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Harvey,  Mat- 
son,  Plumer  and  Whipple  are  elected  to  congress; 
a new  election  mast  beheld  for  the  sixth  member, 
no  one  having  a plurality. 

Delaware  is  one  of  the  states  in  which  the  old 
parties  of  republicans  and  federalists  are  maintain- 
ed in  nearly  their  former  warmth  and  activity.  The 
late  election  for  governor  and  representatives  in 
congress  was  severely  contested.  Mr.  Haslett,  son 
of  the  patriot  who  fell  at  Princeton,  was  the  re- 
publican candidate,  and  judge  Booth  received  the 
federal  support  for  governor.  The  former  was 
elected  last  week  by  a majority  of  22  votes. 


We  have  not  seen  a return  of  the  votes  for  con 
gress,  nor  do  we  know  who  is  elected. 

Maryland — Elections  for  congress  In  the  dis- 
trict composed  of  the  city  and  county  of  Balti- 
more,  sending  two  members,  col.  Peter  Little  re- 
ceived 6867  votes,  and  gen.  Samuel  Smith  6765. 
John  Patterson,  esq.  who  opposed  col.  Little,  had 
1874  votes.  Dr.  Joseph  Kent  is  re-elected  without 
opposition  from  the  district  composed  of  Prince 
George’s  and  Anne  Arundel  counties.  The  returns 
from  the  other  districts  will  be  noted  hereafter. 

Kentucky.  The  Louisville  Morning  Post  of  the 
20th  ult.  states  the  fact  that  “a  specie  dollar  has 
been  selling  for  some  weeks  in  that  place  for  §2,05 
of  their  bank  paper.” 

Mississippi.  The  vote  lately  taken  for  a repre- 
sentative in  congress  stood  thus— for  Mr.  Rankin 
4,811;  for  Mr.  Poindexter  2,654. 

Michigan.  Six  new  counties  have  been  laid  off 
by  gov.  Cass,  extending  from  the  Saginaw  bay  and 
river.  This  territory  is  rapidly  populating.  The 
troops  at  the  Saut  de  St.  Marie  are  very  comforta- 
bly quartered;  and  it  was  supposed  that  those  at 
Saginaw  would  be  equally  well  situated  by  the  10th 
of  the  present  month.  On  this  subject  the  Detroit 
Gazette  remarks — “It  is  gratifying  to  reflect  that 
the  expense  of  erecting  the  barracks  at  the  two 
posts  alluded  to,  will  be  even  less  than  the  same 
species  of  work  would  have  cost  in  any  of  the  states? 
such  has  been  the  economy  with  which  their  erec- 
tion has  been  conducted,  that  the  government  will 
be  put  to  the  cost  of  scarcely  a single  article,  ex- 
cept those  of  iron,  nails,  and  glass,” 

Louisiana.  The  mayor  of  New-Orleans  has  caus- 
ed the  following  letter  to  be  published  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  citizens.  It  is  dated  St.  Martins- 
ville, 9th  July,  1822.  “The  good  people  in  thia 
place  are  all  on  the  alert.  The  freedom  and  equality 
granted  to  the  blacks  by  the  Mexican  constitution, 
have  set  the  slaves  from  this  neighborhood  on  the 
wing  for  that  country.  A gang  of  fourteen,  (six 
of  whom  were  arrested),  were  met  in  the  Grand 
Prairie  between  the  Mesmentas  and  Ceriassis.  We 
have  just  learned  that  seventy  five  started  last  night 
from  the  Vennillion.  Night  before  last,  four  were 
arrested  in  this  place,  as  they  were  absconding 
with  their  masters’  horses.  It  is  said  that  a mulatto, 
son  of  Mr.  Feuville  Declauet,  leads  those  who  have 
not  been  taken.  A mulatto,  belonging  to  Mr.  Ac- 
tave  de  la  Eloussage,  had  stolen  his  master's  horse 
and  saddle  and  gun,  and  was  making  off  when  he 
was  arrested.  The  rascal  asked  if,  by  the  common 
law,  they  had  a right  to  do  so.  He  was  formerly  a 
servant  of  judge  Porter’s,  and  thought  that  he  had 
picked  up  law  enough  while  dusting  his  master’s 
law  books  to  shield  him  from  harm  in  case  of  arrest. 
Another  fellow,  belonging  to  Dr.  Alphen,  called  on 
Mr.  Robin  to  borrow  his  horse.  Robin  lent  him 
his  horse,  and  away  the  fellow  went,  full  speed;  but, 
fortunately,  the  horse  fell  and  he  was  arrested. 
This  fellow  had  learned  that  the  plot  had  been  dis- 
covered,  and  that  it  was  known  that  he  was  at  the 
bottom  of  it,  and  but  for  the  falling  of  his  horse 
would  have  made  his  escape. 

A true  copy.  DAVE  ZAC,  Sec*ry.^* 

York,  (^Penn.)  Oct.  5.  On  Tuesday  last  a drove 
of  300  merino  sheep  passed  through  this  borough, 
destined  for  the  state  of  Ohio.  No  state  in  the  union 
is  more  active  in  retrieving  past  errors  than  Ohio; 
her  citizens  have  learned  that  sale  and  barter,  and 
speculating  in  bills  of  credit,  without  productive 
labor,  leads  to  inevitable  bankruptcy. 
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t:ik  past— the  puksert — fou  the  future. 

EIIITKI)  AXIt  prULISIlEH  HY  H XILKS,  AT  JI5  PKU  A.T50n,  PATAIILK  IX  ADVAXTE. 


'I’liE  REvoLirriox  IS  NOT  ovKu,”  sai«l  one  of  the 
American  patriots,  luii^' after  tlie  independence  of 
our  country  h.id  been  acknowledged.  I he  revolu 
tion  may  now  be  ///»y«/c£i/'/y  completed,  but  the  mind 
is  still  in  unthought  of  subserviency  to  the  views 
and  interests  of  the  “mother  country,”  as  has  been 
slipwn  in  relation  to  the  cause  of  humanity — that 
of  the  Greek's.  We  yet  rejoice  when  Britain  re 
joices,  and  mourn  when  slie  mourns— or,  at  least, 
passively  fall  into  the  most  of  her  designs,  and  be- 
come the  victims  of  her  ever  watchful  policy  to 
promote  her  own  prosperity — even  at  the  cost  of 
the  destruction  of  nations!  I wish  that  we  might 
regard  ail  foreiquers  as  they  regard  us — be  ready 
to  meet  tiiem  at  all  times,  and  at  every  point,  on 
terms  precisely  reciprocal;  not  exacting  any  thing, 
but  yielding  nothing  unless  also  yielded  by  them: 
acting  as  an  independent  nation  should  do,  in  matters 
of  fact  as  well  as  in  tiiose  opinion. 

I’he  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter  from  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  statesmen  of  our  coun- 
try—and  late  events,  especially  the  prodigal  im 
portal  ion  of  foreign  goods  during  the  present  year* 
and  the  conseejuent  rise  of  exchange  on  England 
trO  about  l/iirteen  per  cent,  above  par,  with  the  severe 
pecuniary  pressure  now  felt  by  most  persons,  shew' 
that  he  has  examined  the  subject  beyond  its  surface 
— tliat  he  is  capable  of  separating  appearances  from 
realities. 

‘ I feci  conHdent  that  the  state  of  the  country  is 
daily  becoming  woise,  and  it  appears  to  me  more 
hopeless  because  there  seems  a general  apathy — or, 

*aome  degree  of  retirement  on  the  pi'odnct  of 
the  labor  of  onr  own  country,  gave  a check  to  the 
progress  of  distress— but  such  is  the  elastic  charac- 
ter of  the  American  people,  that  llie  least  relaxa 
tion  of  a cord  tliat  may  bind  them  will  only  pro- 
duce  new  exertions  for  entire  release — so  the  pros 
pect  of  business  has  induced  hundreds  to  make 
large  importations  of  British  and  other  foreign 
goods,  who  already  repent  the  proceeding  almost 
in  despair.  'I'here  are  some — bankrupts,  who  can- 
not cease  imperdng,  because  of  the  credit  that  they 
receive  on  ilie  duties  secured  at  the  custom  house, 
and  the  sooner  wc  are  clear  of  this  description  of 
persons  tlie  belter,  for  they  are  dead  weights  on 
the  natioiiHl  prosperity;  but  the  real  or  apparent 
relaxation  which  rigid  and  indispensable  economy 
produced,  led  many  to  extend  ti.eir  business  loan 
lunouiitthat,  I fear,  will  prove  ruinous  to  manv  ho- 
nest and  otherwise  prudent  men.  We  could  name 
individuals  who  anticipate  “harderlimes”  than  lliey 
ever  encountered,  from  the  amount  of  their  engage- 
ments with  foreigners— who,  if  they  had  kcptcpiiet, 
would  have  remained  “snug.”  When  and  liow  the 
importations  of  tlie  present  year  are  to  be  paid  for 
— “no  man  knoweth.”  The  demand  is  not  any  thing 
like  equal  to  the  supply,  and  the  stores  are  every 
where  lumbered  with  goods.  1'h.e  government  will 
receive  a fine  revenue  from  the  procedure  spoken 
of — but  it  will  cost  the  people  dearly;  more  dearly 
than*the  sale  of  six  per  cent.  Etocks  during  the  late 
war,  for  payment  of  which  the  nation  was  pledged, 
at  12  or  13  per  cent^  below  the  par  amount  thereof: 
but  that  was  a season  of  great  emergency,  and  the 
end  in  view  may  have  justified  the  mdans  used. 

VuL.  xxm. — 7. 


what  is  more  injurious,  a general  opinion  that  our 
condition  is  improving;  and,  of  course,  no  exertion 
is  necessary.  I’he  abstract  opinion  of  the  people 
is  in  favor  of  a system  that  shall  support  the  national 
industry — but  when  a tangible  measure  is  propos- 
ed, how  docs  it  succeed!*  You  cannot  convince  in- 
dividuals, and  individuals  compose  the  nation — that 
the  efforts  of  1 man,  10  men,  or  20,000  men,  are 
any  thing — they  expect  the  nation  will  come  out 
with  an  expression  of  its  opinion  and  give  an  im- 
pulse to  government,  though  the  component  parts 
of  the  nation  are  silent!— that  a great  machine  is  to 
be  put  into  motion,  while  the  first  principle  of  its 
power  is  at  rest!  One  may  make  speeches,  write 
essays  and  gain  the  argument — acquire  reputation 
for  talents,  industry,  zeal  and  public  spirit,  but  not 
make  a practical  convert.  The  whole  are  convinc- 
ed, but  the  national  policy  remains  unchanged — 
the  people  are  clothed  in  foreign  cloths,  they  labor 
with  foreign  tools,  they  riot  on  foreign  luxuries. 
I'he  government  clings  to  a system  of  revenue 
which  is  built  on  a sacrifice  of  domestic  and  an  en- 
couragement of  foreign  labor  How  is  this  grand 
error  to  be  corrected^ — “here  is  the  rub.”  We 
see  the  resources  of  the  country  diminishing,  debts 
accumulating,  property  depreciating,  profitable  in- 
dustry declining,  capitalists  looking  to  the  funds 
for  a revenue,  not  to  the  employment  of  their  mo- 
ney for  profit — the  capital  of  the  country  abundant, 
wliile  embarrassment  intrudes  itself  in  almost  every 
useful  creative  occupation.  Most  sections  of  the 
world  are  flourishing  in  peace,  while  we  are  retro- 
grading. The  cure  must  be  radical,  for  so  is  the 
evil.  I he  distress  of  the  United  States  is  through 
the  acts  of  the  individuals  who  compose  the  nation; 
and  the  remedy  must  be  by  indi'  iduals.  Until  the 
people  take  the  great  concern  into  their  own  hands 
—until  they  make  the  affairs  of  the  state  as  per- 
sonal matters,  thf  timts  will  get  worse  and  worse. 
I bis  cannot  be  expected  for  a while — we  may  not 
soon  see  our  measures  in  operation,  but  let  us  not 
despair;  let  us  not  “give  up  the  ship  ” Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, when  speaking  on  the  Missouri  question, 
said,  ‘ we  have  the  argument  if  we  lose  the  land,” 
and  truth  will  prevail.  Yet  the  intermediate  dis- 
tress will  be  very  great— it  is  unavoidable;  but  the 
fault  is  n<>t  in  you  or  in  me.  We  have  warned  the 
people  of  it,  according  to  oiq*  nspective  means; 
and  are  innocent  of  a participation  in  a system  that 
comforts  the  foreign  laborer  at  the  expejise  of  a 
fellow  citizen.” 

Do-restic  products!  Among  the  articles  lately 
exhibited  at  Brighton,  Mass,  w'ere  three  sons  (by 
one  birth),  of  Mrs.  Willis,  w’ife  oiMoseph  Willis,  oV 
West  Sudbury  in  that  state,  a soldier  of  the  revolu- 
tion. Their  names  are  George  Washington,  John 
Hancock  and  Samoel  Adams.  They  are  now  23 
months  old  and  weigh  71  pounds.  The  mother  U 
48  and  her  husband  57  years  of  age. 

The  SusauEHANNAH.  The  value  of  the  produce 
brought  down  this  noble  river  during  the  present 
season,  has  been  estimated  at  gl, 168, 954— yet  a 
great  number  of  beats  were  prevented  from  de- 
scending by  the  unusual  low  ness  of  the  water.  The 
! importance  of  the  project  tt>  open  and  clear 
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of  tills  river,  is  every  day  made  more  and  more 
manifest.  The  descending  trade  naturally  centres 
at  Baltimore;  but  this  city  has  only  a small  part  of 
that  which  ought  to  ascend  this  great  artery  of  our 
country, 

Russian  ministeii.  Tlie  baron  de  Thuyle,  for- 
merly envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  court  of  Lisbon,  has  been  appointed 
the  successor  of  M.  Poletica  in  the  United  Stales. 

The  army.  It  is,  ^without  doubt,  necessary,  in 
the  present  state  of  society,  that  the  United  States 
should  maintain  an  efficient  military  and  naval  es- 
tablishment. The  A-nowfei/^cacijuired  in  the  “trade 
of  war,*'  whether  on  land  or  at  sea,  should  not  be 
lost  to  the  nation,  through  a withering  parsimony 
on  one  hand,  ora  blasting  prodigality  on  the  other; 
and  of  this  every  one  is  convinced,  that,  whether 
we  support  a military  force  of  50  or  5,000  men,  or 
have  a navy  of  5 vessels  or  of  50,  efficiency  should 
be  studied,  and  every  branch  or  department  of 
either  service  be  understood  by  those  who  are  en. 
gaged  in  them  respectively,  for  the  instruction  of 
others  and  the  wholesome  regulation  of  the  whole. 

Without  at  all  entering  into  the  merits  of  the 
question  whether  the  present  military  force  is  too 
large  or  too  small,  whether  economy  has  been  ex- 
erted or  waste  suffered,  we  are  glad  to  believe  that 
a more  efficient  body  of  men  can  hardly  be  tound 
in  any  country  than  that  which  composes  our  little 
army;  and  there  is  a degree  of  respectability  for 
talents  and  good  conduct  in  both  officers  and  pri- 
vates, that,  perhaps,  never  was  equalled.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  this  respectability  will  be  kept  up  by 
the  great  caution  that  is  observed  as  to  new  enlist- 
mentSt-not  many  men  being  w'anted,  the  officers 
are  careful  to  receive  only  such  as  have  claims  to 
decency,  and  there  is  not  a deticiency  of  such  ap- 
plicants at  this  time. 

^ Under  these  impressions,  we  have,  with  pleasure, 
inserted  an  article  relative  to  the  capacities,  &c.  of 
the  present  army  of  the  United  States,  froina  gen- 
‘ tleman  whose  opinion  is  entitled  to  the  greatest 
respect.  We  invite  some  one  in  the  navy  to  lurnish 
a similar  view  of  that  establishment;  for  it  contains 
information  that  ought  to  be  spread  before  the  peo- 
ple-entitled to  know  all  that  relates  to  the  insti- 
tutions which  they  support. 

Education.  We  have  a catalogue  of  the  officers 
and  students  of  the  University  of  Vermont,  to 
which  is  annexed  the  terms  of  education.  The  ta- 
culty  consists  of  a president  and  seven  professors. 
The  medical  students  amount  to  53 — there  are  6 
seniors,  11  juniors,  12  sophomores  and  11  freshmen 
—in  all  93.  The  charge  for  tuition,  room  rent,  use 
the  library,  &c.  is  only  twenty  dollars  a year,  and 
the  price  of  boarding  is  from  125  to  150  cents  per 
week. 

Longevity.  A respectable  gentleman  of  Ohio 
gives  us  the  following  particulars  respecting  a 
poor  old  woman  of  his  neighborhood,  named  Ann 
Baily.  “She  cannot  tell  her  age  exactly,  but  be- 
lieves that  she  was  about  12  or  13  years  old  when 
queen  Ann  (of  England)  died,  after  whom  she  was 
named.  When  about  46  years  old,  she  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  and  now  resides  with  her  son, 
' who  is  an  old  man. . W hen  the  state  of  Virginia  kept 
up  a garrison  of  Kanawha,  to  defend  the  western 
country  against  the  lndians,frequent  attempts  were 
•made  to  force  it  by  the  savages,  and  at  one  time  it 
became  necessary  to  obtain  a supply  of  ammunition. 


Ann  volunteered  to  proceed  to  Greenbriar  county, 
100  miles,  through  an  entire  wilderness — she  left 
the  fort  in  the  night,  on  horseback,  and  returned 
with  the  ammunition  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the 
soldiery.  Being  wretchedly  poor,  a petition  was 
presented  in  her  behalf  to  tlie  legislature  of  Virgi- 
nia,  praying  for  a pension— a bill  for  the  purpose 
passed  the  house  of  delegates,  but  the  senate  re- 
jected it  on  general  grounds — as  establishing  a pre- 
cedent  that  might  bear  hard  upon  the  treasury;  so 
poor  Ann  has  to  dwindle  out  a long  life  dependent 
chiefly  on  the  bounty  of  her  neighbors:  but  she 
sometimes  attends  market  with  a few  fowls,  &c. 
making  a journey  on  foot  of  about  seven  miles  to 
dispose  of  her  articles,  which  she  carries  on  her 
back. 

“When  the  N.  V/.  army  was  at  Fort  Meigs,  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  Ann  travelled  on  foot  as  far  as  De- 
laware, or  Fort  Stephenson,  my  informant  could 
not  certainly  say  which,  to  procure  sOme  situation 
in  which  she  niiglit  be  useful:  but  she  could  not  find 
any  employment  and  returned  home.” 

(jj^Queen  Ann  died  in  August,  1714;  so  Ann  Rai- 
ly,  if  the  account  be  true,  which' we  have  reason 
to  believe  that  it  is,  must  be  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty  years  old. 

CniJiES.  The  population  of  France  is  about  29 
millions — that  of  Fiiigland  is  10.  In  1817,  the  total 
convictions  for  crimes  in  l''rance  was  9,431— in  Eng- 
land 9,056;  condemnations  to  death  in  France  558; 
in  England  1,302.  In  1818,  no  more  than  324  per- 
sons were  sentenced  to  death  in  France,  but  in 
England  they  amounted  to  1,254.  France  has  nearly 
three  times  the  population  of  England,  yet  fur- 
nishes only  a bare  majority  of  coiivictioirs,  and  a 
fourth  part  as  many  sentences  of  death. 

The  Baltic.  One  hundred  American  vessels 
passed  Elsineur  previous  to  the  16th  August  in  the 
present  year;  of  these  74  were  bound  direct  to  St. 
Petersburg,  12  to  Copenhagen,  10  to  Stockholm, 
&c.  Sixty-two  of  the  number  belonged  to  the  sin- 
gle state  of  Massacliusctts — 38  to  Boston,  12  to  Sa> 
lem,  &c. 

Bank  of  the  U,  S.  We  had  laid  aside  with  an 
intention  to  publish,  the  following  note  as  an  appen- 
dage  to  the  exhibit  of  Mr.  Cheves;  but,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  the  last  Register  was.  going  to  press, 
observed  that  it  was  missing.  As  an  act  of  justice 
to  the  accused,  we  now  give  it  a place:— 

7'o  the  public.  Langdon  Cheves,  in  his  recent  ex- 
position,  as  president,' of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  having  reiterated  charges  of 
fraudulent  conduct  on  my  part  towards  that  bank,, 
at  a time,  too,  when,  through  the  agency  of  that  in  - 
stitution, proceedings  are  prosecuted  on  the  same 
charge,  which  I have  in  vain  sought  to  have  brought 
to  a full  investigation;  I content  myself,  for  the  pre- 
sent, with  pronouncing  the  said  Cheves’  statement 
concerning  me,  to  be  false  and  without  a justfoun 
dation.  GEO.  WILLIAMS. 

lialtimore,  7th  October,  1822. 

The  pinATEs.  We  are  becoming  disgusted  by 
feeling  bound  to  notice  the  doings  of  the  wretched 
men  who  infestjthe  coasts  of  Cuba,  especially  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Cape  Antonio.  The  brig  Hannah, 
of  Philadelphia,  has  been  plunderedjqf  460  bags  of 
coffee,  5,000  dollars  worth  of  tortoise  shell,  and 
1,000  dollars  in  specie.  The  crew  were  most  hor- 
ridly treated— the  captain,  his  brother  and  five  pas- 
sengers, were  nearly  roasted  to  death,  to  make  then) 
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(Jonfess  that  money  was  on  board,  by  building  a 
large  fire  round  them,  they  being  tied;  they  were 
also  nearly  killed  by  being  beaten  with  swords!  The 
same  pirates  also  robbed  and  destroyed  the  Danish 
schooner  Albert,  from  Vera  Cruz  for  St.  Thomas, 
of  g20,000  in  specie  and  §5,000  worth  of  cochi- 
neal,  and,  after  abusing  the  captain  and  crew  in  the 
most  unmerciful  manner,  they  put  them  board  the 
Hannah,  in  which  ve.ssel  they  arrived  at  Charleston. 
These  pirates  rendezvous  at  a place  called  Feu. 
reas,  30  or  40  miles  to  windward  of  Cape  Antonio. 
They  have  daily  communications  with  Havana, 
which  is  the  market  for  their  spoils. 

We  hear  of  several  cases  every  week^  like  those 
noticed  above. 

Our  cruisers  in  these  seas  do  not  appear  to  want 
activity — but  the  pirates,  keeping  close  to  the  coast, 
have  so  many  hiding  places  in  .shoal  water,  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  get  at  them. 

The  Palmtha.  Charleston^  Oct.  8.  His  honor, 
judge  Drayton,  pronounced  the  decree  of  the  court 
in  the  case  of  the  Spanish  privateer  Palmyra, 
brought  into  this  port  by  the  United  States’  schoon- 
er  Grampus.  The  vessel  and  crew  are  discharged 
from  detention,  with  the  exception  of  one  otticer 
and  six  men,  against  whom  affidavits  have  been  ex. 
hibited  as  having  plundered  the  Coquette.  They 
will  be  retained  for  trial  at  the  court  to  be  held 
next  November.  Tlie  commission  of  the  Palmyra 
was  adjudged  to  be  a legal  one,  and  as  such  saving 
the  vessel  and  her  crew  from  the  forfeitures  and 
penalties  of  piracy,  excepting  thosa  individuals 
'.vho  may  have  been  recognized  as  having  board- 
ed and  plundered  any  vessel  lawlessly. 

Hi'.yne  and  Holmes  for  the  libellants — Prioleau 
for  the  claimants. 


people  for  the  acts  of  a few,  but  think  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  .lews  of  Turkey  a»'e  about 
the  most  degraded  of  mankind — wliom  it  will  be 
necessary,  and,  perhaps,  also  just,  for  the  Greeks  to 
expel,  if  they  shall  have  the  strength  and  good  for- 
tune  to  work  out  their  own  emancipation  from  the 
perfect  despotism  of  the  Porte.  .Many  worthy 
men,  no  doubt,  belong  to  this  people;  but,  is  pro- 
bable that  the  persecutions  which  th<  y have  suffer- 
ed, affords  the  reason  for  their  general  repugnance 
to  honest  labor,  and  causes  them,  almost  every 
where,  to  stand  in  opposition  to  productive  indus- 
try—they  are,  nearly  every  one  of  them,  mere  con- 
sumers. 

Snake  in  the  stomach.  An  astonishing  surgical 
operation  was  lately  performed,  with  success,  in  the 
hospital  of  St.  Louis,  Paris.  A peasant,  of  the  neigo 
borhoodof  La  Fere,  was  persuaded  that,  about  five 
years  ago,  he  had  swallowed,  with  his  food,  some 
reptile,  which,  in  an  inexplicable  manner,  still  iiv'-d, 
as  he  affirmed,  in  his  stomach.  The  physicians  em- 
ployed various  prescriptions,  without  effect,  t'or- 
tured  by  excrutiating  pains,  the  unhappy  man  re- 
solved to  go  to  Paris  to  be  opened,  which  opera- 
tion was  in  fact  performed,  by  making  an  incision 
just  below  the  region  of  the  heart,  when  it  was 
ascertained  that  his  conjecture  was  well  founded. 
As  soon  as  the  animal  perceived  more  air  than  it 
was  accustomed  to,  it  shewed  itself  at  the  end  of 
the  incision,  but  immediately  drew  back;  when  one 
of  the  assistants  put  his  finger  into  the  wound  and 
drew  out  a snake  tw’o  feet  and  an  half  in  length,  and 
eighteen  lines  in  circumference!  It  lived  sixty 
hours.  The  patient  felt  great  relief,  and  is  in  a 
situation  which  gives  no  reason  to  apprehend  any 
bad  consequences.  [French paper. 


Pensacola.  It  was  believed  that,  from  the  15th 
of  August  to  the  11th  of  September,  not  less  than 
120  persons  liad  died  of  the  pestilence  at  Pensaco- 
la; an  amount  of  mortality  without  precedent,  we 
believe,  in  the  United  States,  when  that  of  the  po- 
])ulatiou  to  be  acted  upon  is  taken  into  considera- 
tion. 

Among  the  names  of  the  deceased,  v.'e  notice  the 
Ibllowing:  Dr.  Bronaugh,  president  of  the  legisla- 
tive council;  major  Underwood,  judge  Shannon, 
J.  Connor,  secretary  to  the  governor;  Mr.  Car,  com- 
median;  captain  Crocker,  of  the  sloop  Intrepid;  Mr. 
Bradford,  sherifl;  Mr.  Kennedy,  deputy;  Mr.  Har- 
rison, of  Washington  city,  and  his  family;  F.  John- 
son, Mrs.  Johnson,  and  two  Misses  Johnson,  J.  Key- 
ser,  New-York;  Mr.  Kennedy,  merchant;  judge  Fos- 
ter, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stutson.  J.  H.  Champlin,  esq.  Dr. 
Rogers,  of  Baton  Rouge;  Dr.  Elliot,  U.  S.  army; 
captain  Y^oung,  U.  S.  engineers;  Mr.  Wadlington, 
clerk  to  the  paymaster;  Miss  Benson,  Miss  ICer, 
Mrs.  Dinkins,  Mr.  Saltoi>stalI,  Mr.  Newton,  wife 
and  child,  captain  Gerrish,  Mr,  Simms,  navy  agent, 
and  W.  H.  Flournoy,  esq. 

The  Jews.  In  every  case  wherein  this  people  have 
been  mentioned  by  the  Greeks,  struggling  for  life 
and  seeking  to  preserve  themselves  and  their  wives 
and  children  from  the  cold-blooded  murder  of  the 
barbarians,  they  have  been  described  as  more  base 
and  meanly  cruel  than  the  Turks  themselves;  and, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  contest,  before  their  cha- 
racter was  ascertained  by  their  conduct,  they  were 
reported  as  the  chief  spies  and  informers,  and  as 
causing  the  seizure,  and,  generally,  subsequent  ex. 
ecution  of  many  distinguished  and  wealthy  Greeks. 
We  arc  not  of  tl^?e  wiwk would  condemn  a whole 


CiRcuLATioK  OF  THE  BLOOD.  Blumcnbach  sajra 
that  the  pulse  of  a new  born  infant,  while  placidly 
sleeping,  is 

About  (in  a minute)  14Q 

Towards  the  end  of  the  first  year  124 

Towards  the  end  of  the  second  year  11(> 

Towards  the  end  of  the  third  and  fourth  years  96 
When  the  first  teeth  drop  out  86 

At  puberty  80 

At  manhood  75 

At  sixty,  about  60 


**Three  turkies  and  a basket  of  ^llad'**  have  been 
seized  by  the  custom  house  officers  at  Detroit, 
which,  as  well  as  the  “United  States  against  one 
red  ox,”  were  to  come  before  the  court  on  the  7th 
of  October  last,  for  adjudication!  We  hope  that 
the  editor  of  the  Detroit  Gazette  will  give  us  the 
particulars,  with  an  account  of  the  costs  on  those 
queer  prosecutions.  The  turkies,  if  condemned  aa 
forfeited,  will  probably  cost  the  people  of  the  U. 
State.snot  less  than  ten  dollars  a piece. 

The  slave  tbade.  A French  slave  vessel,  the 
schooner  Maria,  of  seventy  five  tons,  with  a crew  of 
14  persons,  has  arrived  at  Havana  from  the  coast  of 
Africa,  with  a cargo  of  07ie  hundred  and  seventy-ske 
human  beings.  The  captain  stated  that  he  had  put 
into  Havana,  in  consequence  of  being  chased  out  of 
his  course  for  Martinico  by  an  insurgent  privateer. 
We  cannot  form  an  idea  how,  in  so  small  a vessel,  so 
many  wretched  beihgs  could  be  stowed. 

Rcssiax  sentiments,  a late  St.  Petersburg  jour- 
nal contains  the  following  article— it  is  perfectly 
JRusnany  aiiius  T,*he  p«®pl«  of  the  empire 
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of  the  “deliverer”  have  as  imperfect  ideas  respect  ' 
int?  free  government,  as  the  black  slaves  of  Jamaica, 
being  white  slaves  themselves,  attached  to  the  soil 
even  more  closely  than  our  negroes  are,  and  subject 
to  a more  perfect  and  unrelenting  despotism.  Yet 
with  such  machines,  the  emperor,  who  has  given  up 
his  fellow  Christians,  the  Greeks,  to  the  mercy  of  the 
barbarians,  dictates  to  enlightened  FUirope;  and,  by 
force,  finds  advocates  among  the  most  liberal  and 
polished  nations.  He  is  called  “magnanimous,” 
thfMigb  his  people,  generally,  are  political  and  per- 
sonal slaves. 

“If  civilization  were  lost,  where  should  we  find 
it  again?  Would  it  be  in  Africa,  that  ancient  bazaar 
of  human  flesh?— or  in  Asia,  which  is  falling  back 
into  childhood  from  decrepitude?—  or  in  that  Jiweri- 
ca,  7vhose  qnvernment  proclaims  in  the  face  of  the 
tmiverse,  dogmas  which  -ii'iU  cause  itself  to  peiish?  Be 
tween  us  and  barbarism,  we  see  only  the  HOLY 
ALLIANCE.”!! 

Disgkackful.  a certain  A.  Jones,  L.  L.  D.  or 
doctor  of  laws,  has  recently  published  at  London  a | 
collection  of  crim.  con.  cases,  wtiich  he  calls  “the 
Annals  of  Gallantry,”  in  3 vols.  8vo.  illustrated  with 
numerous  colored  plates — price  21.  5s.  in  boards. — 
This  work  is  chiefly  given  up  to  a record  of  the  de- 
baucheries of  “the  Corinthian  pillars  of  society,” 
the  nobility  of  Great  Britain;  and  perhaps  no  book 
recently  pnblislied,  contains  so  much  filthy,  dirty, 
despicable  matter.  AVe  can  hardly  imagine  a con- 
dition of  society  in  which  such  things  are  tolerated; 

' and  this,  by  the  amount  of  its  cost,  is  evidently  de- 
signed for  the  amusement  of  the  wealthy!  It  is  pub- 
licly advertised  for  sale. 

Repiioof  ron  LviifG.  A late  English  paper  fur- 
nishes the  following  article:  “In  the  coffee  room 

at  tiie  Bush  tavern,  Bristol,  the  conversation  of  the 
company  touched  on  the  subject  respecting  the 
real  or  imaginary  existence  of  mermaids,  when  one 
of  the  party  declared  in  favor  of  the  aflirmative: 
“Oh!  real,  beyond  all  doubt;  I have  seen  seven  or 
more  at  one  time,  the  most  beautiful  creatures  1 
ever  beheld,  with  long  black  hair,  and  their  young 
ones  sucking  at  their  breasts.”  The  worthy  and 
facetious  host  of  the  Bush,  replied,  “Sir,  captain 

, of  the , informed  me  that  one  Sunday 

morning,  a merman  had  suddenly  appeared  to  liis 
men,  dressed  in  gay  attire,  with  his  hair  frizzled 
aiid  powdered  as  white  as  a full  grown  cauliflower, 
and  demanded  to  know  if  the  captain  was  on  board. 
The  captain  soon  appeared  on  deck.  I'he  merman 
addressed  him  as  follows:  “Sir,  1 shall  feel  particu 
■'ciily  obliged  by  your  giving  orders  for  youranclior 
tc5  be  taken  up,  as  it  lays  against  my  street  door, 
and  prevents  my  family  from  going  to  church.” 

Ltabilttt  of  aiail  CAiiim;ns.  The  supreme  court 
of  Massachusetts,  in  the  case  of  Dvviglit  vs  Brews- 
ter, a mail  carrier,  who  undertook  to  carry  a packet 
of  bank  bills  from  Northampton  to  Springfield,  and 
faiU.d  of  his  undertaking;  that  is,  the  packet  was 
lost  on  the  wa\,  have  decided  for  the  plaintiff.  The 
court  decided,  that,  as  such  a packet  was  not  within 
the  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  United  States  law, 
p oliibitmg  mail  carriers  from  carrying  letters,  not 
r.  ailcd,  past  an  e.stabllshed  post  office,  there  could 
be  no  objection  to  the  maintenance  of  the  action 
8.:,  the  ground  of  a fraud  practised  upon  the  reve- 
nue by  the  parties;  but  that,  in  the  transportation 
..,f  packets,  o'hertban  letters,  (written  messages), 

.dependent  of  the  mail,  the  undertaking  of  the 
driver  .vviyj  lhal  of  a commou  carrier,  and,  as 


such,  nothing  could  excuse  the  loss,  except  the  ac; 
of  God  or  the  public  enemy.  The  court  held  fur- 
ther, that  no  packets  of  merchandise,  SiC.  are  with- 
in tlie  said  prohibitory  clauses  of  the  law,  even 
though  the  envelope  contain  a written  communica- 
tion, if  that  communication  relate  to  the  contents 

of  the  packet.  

“The  uor.Y  alltanck!”  7 he  following  is  given 
in  the  Lohdon  Sun  of  tlie  12i.h  September,  as  an 
authentic  statement  of  the  project  with  which  M. 
De  Montmorency  is  charged  by  the  government  of 
France,  to  propose  to  congress: 

1.  A uniform  measure  of  compression  to  be  adopt- 
ed against  the  present  popular  feeling,  so  alarm- 
ingly prevalent  in  Europe;  for  which  purpose,  the 
contracting  parties  are  to  provide  a military  con- 
tingent, to  be  employed  at  tlie  request  of  any  one 
of  the  parties,  the  internal  tranquility  of  whose 
state  may  be  menaced;  and  the  employment  of  this 
contingent  not  to  be  considered  as  any  w^ay  inter- 
fering with  the  general  relations  of  amity  existing 
between  the  countries, 

2.  A general  law  for  the  regulation  of  the  press, 
which  is  to  suspend  all  local  laws  now  authorising  a 
greater  latitnte  of  publication  than  may  be  thought 
consistent  with  the  new  European  arrangements. 

3.  Tl'.e  erection  of  a tribunal  upon  the  principle 
of  the  Mayence  tribunal,  established  at  Troppau, 
for  the  punishment  of  oll'ences  against  the  German 
confederacy,  Ibr  llie  trial  and  punishment  of  oflend- 
ers  against  the  order  of  things  now  existing  in  Eu- 
rope. The  authority  of  tliis  tribunal  is  to  extend 
over  all  representative  governments,  to  the  extent 
of  bringing  under  it.s  action  individuals  who  may, 
from  tlie  tribuiie  of  their  national  assemblies,  hol'd 
langtiage  and  inculcate  doctrines  deemed  subver- 
sive of  the  present  system  of  legitimacy, 

4.  A measure  wliich  may  induce  or  compel  Spain 
to  enter  into  the  views  of  the  holy  alliance,  by  the 
establi.shmtnt  of  a chamber  of  peers. 

Q^jdt  seems  quite  probable,  from  the  temper  of 
the  sovereigns  in  “/to/y  alliance^’  against  liberty  and 
justice,  that  some  grand  plan  will  be  adopted  to  re- 
duce the  people  into  more  abject  obedience  and 
survile  submission,  tlian  as  yet  belongs  to  those  of 
several  nations.  7'lie  condition  of  Russia,  wherein 
the  whole  population  may  be  regarded  as  political, 
if  not  i)ersonal  slaves,  will  furnish  a model  of  that 
whicli  will  “preserve  the  tranquility  of  Europe,” 
in  the  estimation  of  the  “magnanimous  Alexander,” 
the  head  of  tills  league  against  the  rights  granted 
by  tlie  CuEATon.  'I  he  marcii  of  mind  must  be  ar. 
rested,  or  tyranny  will  fall — but  can  despotism  ex- 
tinguish  liglit,  will  the  swerd  forever  restrain  tlie 
operations  of  common  sense?  It  would  appear, 
from  the  P'rench  project  given  above,  that  the 
United  States  are  lo  be  brought  under  the  care  of 
“the  holy  alliance,”  for,  surely,  our  practice  (as 
w'ell  asour  doctrine.s),  is  subversive  of  tlie  present 
system  of  legitimacy!  'fhe  chain  that  binds  the  peo- 
ple of  Europe,  being  too  severely  stretched,  may 
be  broken— and  emancipated  man  avenge  himself 
on  the  oppressor.  The  liberales  have  the  power 
in  Spain  and  Portugal;  France  is  feverish,  and  seem- 
ingly ready  for  a bustle;  Italy  is  unsettled;  and 
Germany  and  Prus-^^ia  not  a little  alarmed  with  se- 
cret societies  and  supposed  plots  in  favor  of  liberty; 
and  even  in  Russia,  measures  have  been  adopted 
which  shew  that  the  emperor  is  not  altogether  con- 
fident of  the  obedience  of  his  slaves.  If  the  con- 
gress shall  do  much  more  at  restraint  and  directly 
meddle  with  the  affairs  of  nations— it  is  very  pos- 
sible that  such  a congress  will  not  be  held  again-, 
being  dissolved  by  revolution.^ 
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TrtK  LATE  STORM.  lo  OUT  last  pupcf  W6  briefly 
not'Ced  the  terrible  storm  with  which  tlie  city  of 
t’h:irles‘on,  and  the  parts  adjacent,  was  visited  on 
1 lie  27tli  ult.  r>v  a vessel  tliat  arrived  at  Ualtimore 
on  Wednesday  last,  we  received  a great  qtiantity  of 
newspapers — forwarded  by  ssa,  because  the  roads 
were  yet  impassable  for  carriages,  from  the  general 
prostration  of  the  forest  trees  that  bordered  on 
them. 

^Ve  have  anxiously  looked^,  for  some  summary 
statement,  that  might  help  us  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
power  and  extent  of  this  awful  visitation —but  we 
do  yo\  notice  any  thing  of  the  sort;  and  we  cannot, 
for  want  of  local  knowledge,  attempt  to  make  one 
out:  hut  we  should  suppose  that,  at  least,  one  thou- 
sand lives  have  been  lost,  and  that  more  than  1,000 
houses  were  blown  down  or  otherwise  injured;  and 
the  damage  done  to  buildings,  rice  fields  and  plan- 
tations, must  amount  to  several  millions.  In  the 
neighborhood  of  fieorgetown  and  North  island,  300 
lives  are  ascej'tained  to  have  been  lost,  and  the  da- 
mage further  suffered  is  estimated  at  half  a million. 
A letter  from  “North  Santee”  enumerates  127  per- 
sons lost,  chiefly  slaves.  These  are  only  particular 
cases.  In  several  of  tliem,  as  well  as  in  other  instan- 
ces, whole  families  perished — white  and  black;  some 
by  the  falling  of  chimneys,  others  by  the  prostration 
of  liouses,  and  many  by  the  rising  of  the  tide,  or 
swell  of  the  sea,  raging  tremendously.  Sullivan’s 
island,  a great  summer  resort,  felt  the  whole  fury  of 
the  gale,  and  the  accounts  therefrom  are  shocking. 
'I’he  district  between  the  two  Santees  appears  to 
liave  been  completely  swept— negroes  ancTcrops 
nearly  all  lost.  The  storm  did  not  extend  more 
than  25  miles  into  the  country;  but  was  felt  all  along 
the  coast  from  a little  south  of  Charleston  to  a short 
distance  south  of  Georgetown — especially  on  the 
islands. 

The  following  letters,  wliich  enter  into  details, 
may  aid  us  in  forming  some  estimate  of  the  condi- 
tion of  those  exposed  to  the  force  of  the  gale  — 
Kxtract  of  letter  from  a gentleman  at  JVorth  Inlety 
to  his  friend  in  Charleston^  dated  Sept.  29, 

“It  IS  my  very  painful  duty  to  be  the  bearer  of 
dreadful  news,  I pray  you,  my  dear  friend,  to  calm 
and  compose  yourself,  and  bear  with  resignation 
tlie  dispensation  of  an  Almighty  Providence,  in 
whose  li.ands  alone  are  all  our  lives.  In  announcing 
the  dreadful  catastrophe,  I can  scarcely  proceed — 
but  it  must  be  done.  Our  dear  and  beloved  friends, 
K.  F.  Withers  and  fiimily,  with  the  house,  were 
swept  away  on  Friday  night,  by  the  terrible  storm 
or  tornado,  and  of  the  whole  number,  only  Mr. 
Withers  has  yet  been  found.  He  was  taken  out  of 
the  water  yesterday  morning,  after  having  been  it 
tliree  or  four  hours.  He  was  carried  to  Debordieu’s 
island,  and  has  had  every  kindness  and  attention 
paid  to  him  by  Mr.  Cohen’s  family.  I was  with  him 
all  the  day,  as  was  also  the  rev.  Mr.  Capers,  and  it  is 
at  his  particular  request  that  I make  this  communi- 
cation to  you.^  Every  search  was  made  and  still  is 
making  for  the  rest  of  the  family — but  as  yet  no- 
thing lias  been  seen  or  heard  of  them.  The  mate- 
rials of  the  house,  furniture,  &c.  are  found  scatter- 
ed and  drifted  in  every  direction,  and  the  dead  bo- 
dy of  one  of  his  negroes  has  been  found. 

“Mr.  Withers  states,  that  between  one  and  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  after  the  chimneys  had  fal- 
len, his  whole  family,  with  Withers  Shackelford 
and  captain  Wish,  left  the  body  of  the  house,  and 
went  into  the  western  shed  room,  (wind  S.  E.)  be- 
ing, as  they  thought,  the  most  safe.  -In  ten  minutes 
after,  the  house  wavered,  and  in  an  instant  was 
crushed;  he  fell,  but  recovered,  and  found  him- 


self in  the  water,  and  recollects  hearing  a call  for 
him  to  catcli  Anna  Maria;  after  which  he  recollects 
nothing  of  his  family.— After  being  in  the  water  a 
long  while,  he  saw  a negro  near  him;  he  asked  who 
he  was?  the  fellow  replied  a stranger — well,  said 
he,  “take  liold,  for  f must  quit;”  a voice  behind  ex- 
claimed “my  dear  father  don’t  give  up,  we  can  yet 
be  saved.” — turning,  he  said,  “Is  it  you  my  sou?” 
“Yes  my  »Iear  father — don’t  give  up,  I’m  yet  strong, 
and  can  hold  on — we  may  he  saved.” — Here  a w ave 
came,  and  a part  of  the  wreck  of  the  house  in  it, 
and  covered  them  all,  which  was  the  last  he  saw  of 
his  son. 

“Mr.  Withers  was  heard,  and  seen,  and  rescued 
by  lieutenant  Levy,  of  the  United  States  navy,  who 
was  passing  the  summer  at  Mr.  Cohen’s,  on  bebor- 
dieii’s  Island — this  gentlemen  waded  up  to  his  chin 
in  the  marsh  and  creek;  and  was  the  happy  instru- 
ment of  saving  Mr.  Withers  and  his  servant  Cudjo, 
who  was  the  fellow  Mr.  Withers  spoke  to  as  before 
mentioned.  Jack  a little  boy,  was  also  saved,  by 
floating  up  to  Mr.  Cohen’s  on  one  of  the  steps. 

As  yet  we  have  made  no  further  or  successful  dis- 
covery of  any  other  part  of  the  family — I fear  their 
fates  are  but  too  certain.  In  vain  should  I attempt 
to  give  an  account  of  this  most  awful  and  dread- 
ful scene — I am  inadequate  to  the  task*  Such  a 
night  as  Friday  night  and  such  a day  as  yesterday, 

I never  before  experienced.  Poor  Mrs.  Myers  and 
family,  fourteen  or  fifteen  in  number,  are  also  swept 
away,  and  nothing  can  be  heard  of  them;  and  also  a 
poor  barber  named  Derosa.  Mrs.  Pottsford  and  two 
white  ciiildren  and  two  negroes,  killed  by  the  fall 
of  Mr.  Fort’s  fiouse.  F>ery  heart  is  full,  and  every 
eye  is  streaming  -I  can  say  no  more.” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Long  Bay,  Waccanaiu,  dated 
Sunday,  29th  ult. 

“No  doubt  3'0ii  must  have  felt  in  Charleston  t!ie 
storm  of  the  27th.  To  describe  the  horrors  of  our 
situation  is  utterly  impossible.  You  cannot  con- 
ceive of  any  thing  more  dreadful.— Heiween  12 
and  1 o’clock,  the  wind  became  very  high;  we  got 
up,  secured  the  doors  and  windows  as  well  as  we 
could;  but  the  wind  increased  every  moment,  and 
we  soon  perceived  that  it  was  a hurricane,  more 
violent  than  any  that  we  had  ever  before  witnessed. 
Still  we  felt  secure;  but  conceive  the  agony,  the 
terror  that  seized  us,  upon  hearing  the  tremendous 
crash  of  the  roof  falling  in,  and  both  piazzas  lorn 
away!  The  first  impulse  was  to  run  out,  but  were 
could  we  run  to?  The  water  was  upwards  of  3 
feet  deep  at  the  back  piazza,  and  in  front  the 
waves  were  breaking  over  the  hill  upon  which  our 
house  stood. 

We  stayed  in  the  house  until  it  appeared  to  be 
giving  way,  when  we  rushed  out  upon  the  Sand 
Hills,  but  the  wind  was  so  violent,  that  it  was  with 
difticulty  we  could  stand  our  ground;  after  a while, 
when  the  wind  had  abated  a little,  we  got  into  an 
outhouse,  where  we  remained  until  the  morning- 
The  tide  fell  about  3 o’clock — had  it  continued  to 
rise  one  hour  longer,  the  whole  island  must  have 
been  swept  away.  Mr.  Huger’s  establishment  is 
so  completely  broken  up,  tlut  they  have  been 
obliged  to  remove  to  the  river.  Poor  Mrs.  .Myer’s 
body  and  the  bodies  of  several  black  children  have 
been  washed  upon  the  beach.” 

TuniasH  declauatiox  of  war.  The  German  pa- 
pers have  published  the  following  curious  deciara- 
tionof  war,  issued  in  1663  by  Mahomet  IV\  against 
Leopold,  emperor  of  Germany:  ^ 

“Hy  the  grace  of  God,  the  great  God  in  heaven,, 
we,  Molo  Maliomet,  god  of  the  earth,  renowned  and 
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po'A’c'ifuI  enjperor  of  Babylon  and  Judea,  from  the 
rising-  to  th«  setting  of  the  sun,  king  of  all  earthly 
kings,  mighty  ruler  of  Arabia  and  Mauritania,  born 
triumpliant  sovereign  of  Jerusalem,  possessor  of  the 
tomb  of  Christ  the  crucified,  declare  to  thee,  em- 
peror of  Germany,  to  thee,  king  of  Poland,  and  to 
ail  the  chiefs  of  thy  land,  as  well  as  to  the  pope  of 
Borne,  his  cardinals  and  bishops,  that  we  are  resolv- 
ed to  attack  t’fu  e vdth  thirteen  kings,  1,300,000  men 
on  tiorsebaok  and  on  foot,  with  Turkish  courage  un- 
known to  thee  and  thine.  We  will  visit  thee  in  Vi- 
enna, th\  capital,  and  pursue  thee,  and  the  king  of 
Poland:  'and  all  thy  allies,  sword  in  hand,  burning, 
plundering, ^murdering  and  destroying  thy  country 
aiiU  suoje  ts.  As  fnr  thee,  thou  shalt  suffer  the 
most  horr  ible  death  that  can  be  imagined.  As  thy 
government  is  weak  and  cruel,  even  among  chris 
tians,  we  will  wrest  from  thee,  with  fire  and  sword, 
thy  empire  and  kingdom,  and  likewise  overthrow 
and  annihilate  the  see  of  Rome  an*i  iis  triple  crown. 

? his,  emptirot  of  G'^rmany,  and  king  of  Poland, 
is  our  declaration  lo  ihee  and  to  all  thy  dependents; 
and  we,  moreover,  inform  thee  that  these  words 
will  speecily  be  followed  by  deeds,  for  which  thou 
hast  to  hold  thyself  in  readiness. 

“Given  in,  oui  pinverful  city  Stamboul;  contain- 
ing i.659  streets,  90  liospituls,  1,000  public  baths, 
99r  fountains,  120  markers,  115  stables  for  mules, 
480  inns  for  foreigners,  1,652  great  and  small 
sciioolis,  4: 122  mo.sques  and  churches.  This  great 
and  poweifiil  city  is  four  German  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  on  its  walls  are  360  strong  towers. 
Our  ancestors  wrested  it  from  the  hands  of  the 
Christians,  whose  wives  and  children  were  murder- 
ed before  their  eyes.  Thus  will  we  treat  thee  and 
all  Christians,  to  prove  our  hatred  and  disdain. 

“Given  in  the  25th  year  pf  pur  age  and  the 
of  our  potent  reign. 

(Signed)  ‘‘MOLO  MAHOMET.” 

TnADB  WITH  France.  The  French  government 
has  promulgated  the  following  ordinance  respect- 
ing  the  tonnage  duties,  to  be  levied  upon  Ameri- 
can ships,  entering  the  ports  of  France. 

Royal  ordinance. 

Louis,  by  the  grace  of  God  &c.  &c. 

On  the  report  of  our  minister  secretary  of  state 
tand  finance,  our  council  being  heard,  we  have  or- 
dered and  do  order  as  follows: — 

Art.  1.  The  application  of  our  ordinance  on  the 
26th  of  July,  1820,  purporting  that  “the  duties  of 
tonnage  collected  on  foreign  vessels  arriving  in  the 
poits  of  our  kingdom  situated  in  Europe,  shall  be 
replaced,  with  regard  to  the  ships  of  the  United 
States  of  America  by  a special  duty  of  90  francs  per 
ton,”  shall  be  suspended  from  and  after  the  first  of 
October  next. 

2 From  and  after  the  said  date  of  the  1st  of  Oct. 
and  until  it  oe  otherwise  ordered,  the  natural  pro- 
duce or  manufactures  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, which  when  imported  by  vessels  belonging  to 
that  power,  pay,  in  virtue  of  the  laws  now  in  force, 
a surcharge  amounting  to  more  than  20  francs  per 
marine  ton  (tonneau  de  mer),  shall  only  pay  an  ad- 
ditional  duty  of  20  francs  per  ton  over  and  above 
the  duties  paid  on  the  same  natural  produce  or 
manufactures  of  the  United  States  when  imported 
in  French  ships. 

Suc.h  articles  of  the  said  produce,  the  surcharge 
on  which  does  not  amount  to  20  francs  per  ton, 
shall  continue  to  pay  the  duties  and  surcharges  im- 
posed by  the  general  tariff,  the  present  ordinance 
being  intended  to  af  ply  only  in  the  way  of  reduc- 


3.  The  following  quantities  shall  be  considered 
as  forming  the  ton  of  merchandise  for  each  of  the  ar  - 
ticles hereinafter  mentioned: — 

Cotton,  in  wool  365  kilograms 

Tobacco,  in  leaf  725  ditto 

Potashes  and  pearl  ashes  1,016  ditto 

Rice  725  ditto 

All  other  articles  which  are  specified,  and  which 
are  weighed,  1,016  kilograms.  Those  generally 
measured,  42  cubic  French  feet. 

4.  The  produce  of  the  soil  and  of  the  industry 
of  the  union  which  are  re-exported  after  deposit, 
or  pass  in  transit  through  France,  shall  continue  to 
pay  no  differential  duty. 

5.  Under  the  name  of  tonnage  duty,  American 
ships  shall  pay  only  a duty  of  5 francs  per  ton  oi 
measurement,  according  to  the  American  register 
of  the  vessel,  they  will  thereby  be  relieved  from 
the  tonnage  of  duty  established  by  the  laws  of  Oc- 
tobe,  1793,  and  the  4th  of  May,  1802,  and  will  only 
be  liable  on  the  same  footing  as  French  ships  to  the 
other  taxes  and  dues  relative  to  navigation,  such  as 
light  house  duty,  pilotage,  brokerage  and  others 
which  affect  foreign  vessels  in  a different  manner. 
The  adminstration  of  the  customs  remaining  charg- 
ed with  paying  those  entitled,  out  of  the  produce 
of  the  collection  above  of  the  five  francs  per  ton,  the 
differences  to  which  American  ships  would  have 
been  subject  in  virtue  of  any  laws  and  regulations 
whether  general  or  local. 

Our  minister  secretary  of  state  for  finance  is 
charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present  ordi- 
dance,  which  shall  be  inserted  in  the  bulletin  of 
the  laws. 

Given  at  the  Tuilleries,  September  3. 

(Signed)  LOUIS. 

Population  of  Paris.  The  population  of  Paris, 
in  1817,  was  714,000  souls,  divided  into  two  sepa- 
rate classes,  namely — the  inhabitants  who  live  by 
salaries  of  office  and  public  professions,  or  any  in- 
come whatever,  who  are  neitlier  artizans  nor  work- 
men, amounting  to  366,000;  and  the  laboring  class, 
amounting  to  348,000  individuals. 

But  these  two  distinctions  are  not  sufficient  lo 
discover  the  quantity  of  actual  consumption;  for 
this  purpose,  M.  Benoistoii  established  two  others: 
“the  opulent  consumers”  and  “the  indigent  con- 
sumers.” The  former  comprises  47,000  married 
men  and  47,000  married  women;  27,700  bachelors, 
between  the  kges  of  twenty  and  forty  years;  25,000 
spinsters;  9,600  (widowers;  20,000  v/idows;  10,700 
bachelors  at  and  above  the  age  of  forty,  and  20,000 
spinsters  at  the  same  age — this  gives  95,000  men 
and  105,000  women,  making  a total  of  200,000  in- 
dividuals belonging  to  the  class  of  opulent  consu- 
mers. 

The  class  of  indigent  consumers  are  as  follows: 

85.000  married  men  and  85,000  married  women; 

24.000  male  and  24,800  female  children  at  and  un- 
der the  age  of  5 years;  14,844  males  between  the 
age  of  five  and  seventy,  and  19,304  females  at  acade- 
mies or  boarding  houses  and  schools;  67,506  young 
men  living  with  their  parents  or  otherwise;  and 
66,046  young  women  in  the  like  situation;  16,000 
soldiers,  l,0Q0nuns  and  charitable  sisterhood;  32,730 
unmarried  men  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and 
forty  years,  and  not  included  in  the  preceding  num- 
bers; 37,770  females  of  the  same  age  and  in  tlie 
same  situation;  4,200  widowers;  27,000  widows; 
4,0Q0  bachelors  above  the  age  of  40;  4,800  females 
in  the  same  situation;  making  a total  of  248,280 
men,  and  265,709  women  of  this  class;  altogethei‘ 
514,009  individuals— which  nun^ber  added  to  tbi? 
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pTeceding  class,  makes  714,000  souls  the  population 
of  Paris. 

To  estimate  tlie  extent  of  consumption  in  articles 
of  workmanship  and  rnanufucture,  M.  IJenoiston 
lakes  into  consideration  tlie  number  of  persons  who 
have  the  pecuniary  means  of  making  use  of  them, 
and,  according  to  the  above  statement,  the  follow- 
ing is  the  result;  The  consumption  of  articles  of 
dress  and  ornament  during  tlie  year  1817  was 
71,900,000  francs;  in  articles  of  trade  and  work* 
manship,  35,796,000  fraiics;  and  in  sundries,  217,- 
000,000  francs— total  consumption  of  material  ma- 
nufactured, and  other  expenses,  324,696,000  francs, 
or,  in  Englisli  monry,  12,937,840/.  It  will,  doubt- 
less, be  observed,  that  M.  IJenoiston  has  not  no- 
ticed, in  the  above  estimate,  some  objects  which 
are  probably  but  little  calculated  to  appear  in  such 
a table:  stich  as  theatres,  lotteries,  women  of  the 
town,  gambling  houses,  Sec.  All  these  are,  doubt- 
less, objects  of  expense  and  often  ruin;  but  ought 
they  to  appear  in  an  estimate  of  consumption?  In 
speaking  of  this  class  of  proiits,  which  are  certainly 
the  most  deplorable  species,  M.  Benoiston  says, 
the  scourge,  prostitution,  brings  tlm  revenue  of  Pa- 
ris 80,000  francs;  and  that  before  the  revolution  the 
number  of  unfortunate  females  amounted  to  15,000. 

FOUEIOX  NEWS. 

Londnn  papers  of  Seplember  14. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  We  forgot  to  men- 
tion th<i  impovUint  tact  that  the  king  had  returned 
from  his  expedition  to  Scotland!  The  Glasgow 
Courier  mentions  that,  when  “his  majesty  and  sir 
William  Curtis  first  met  in  their  Highland  dress, 
they  both  burst  out  into  a rude  laugh  at  the  ridicu- 
lous appearance  of  each  other.” 

Mr.  Canning  is  appointed  the  successor  of  the 
marquis  of  Londonderry. 

It  is  somewliat  remarkable  that  the  premier  peer 
in  each  part  of  the  united  kingdom  should  be  in  op- 
position to  the  present  ministers,  viz.  the  duke  of 
"Norfolk  in  England,  the  duke  of  Leinster  in  Ireland, 
and  the  duke  of  Hamilton  in  Scotland. 

A jrentlcman  named  Boyle^  became  a bankrupt  at 
London  sometime  ago.  A motion  being  made  be- 
fore the  lord  chancellor  to  supercede  the  commis- 
sion that  had  been  issued  against  him,  it  appeared 
that  he  had  paid  off  debts  to  the  enormous  amount 
of  719,000/— that  there  was  yet  unclaimed  of  him 
only  14,000,  to  satisfy  which  the  amount  was  deposit- 
ed in  the  hands  of  the  assignees.  The  counsel  on 
the  part  of  the  latter  supported  the  motion,  and,  in 
the  name  of  his  clients,  felt  it  his  duty  publicly  to 
thank  Mr.  Boyle  for  his  exertions;  by  which,  after 
satisfying  all  these  claims,  he  had  a surplus  of 
600,0001.  The  chancellor  granted  the  motion  and 
said  that  this  was  worth  all  the  bankruptcies  that 
he  had  ever  heard  of  in  his  life. 

Walter  Fitzmaurice,  well  known  in  Ireland  as 
**capt.  Rock”  was  lately  arrested,  and,  being  put  on 
his  trial,  plead  guilty,  though  warned  of  the  conse- 
quence. He  was  sentenced  to  death. 

A respectable  catholic  priest  has  been  tried  in 
Connaught  for  marrying  “a  reputed  catholic  to  a 
woman  who  professed  to  be  a protestant.”  The 
result  is  not  stated;  but  the  proceeding  is  said  to 
be  a felony! 

The  receipts  of  the  British  religious  charity  soexe- 
ties  in  1821,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  341, 141/.  12s.  8d. 
of  this  aggregate  the  “British  and  Foreign  Bible  so- 
ciety” received  103,802/.  and  that  for  the  conver- 
sion of  the  Jews,  10,689; 

At  the  Leicester  assizes,  John  Bates  was  sent  enc- 
ed  to  be  imprisoned  one  year,  an|l  to  pay  a fine  of 


£200,  on  a conviction  of  iiaving  given  orders  fo‘ 
the  making  of  twenty  Iramcs  or  machine's,  called 
bobin-lace-machines,  witli  tlie  intent  that  the  same 
should  be  exported  to  Antwerp.  The  indictment 
was  grounded  on  an  act  of  2l  Ceo.  HI,  wliich  for- 
bids the  exportation  to  foreign  parts,  of  utensils 
made  use  of  in  the  cotton,  woollen,  and  silk  manu- 
factures of  the  kingdom,  d'lie  prosecutor  was  Mr. 
T.acy  of  Nottingham,  to  whom  u patent  for  making 
lace,  was  some  years  ago  granted. 

France.  Great  efforts  are  continued  to  restrain 
the  press.  The  following  article  subjected  a person 
to  a prosecution — “77ie  aid  clothes  shop. — An  officer 
covered  with  honorable  scars,  is  in  the  deepest  dis- 
tress. He  looks  to  his  clothes  for  a last  service.  Their 
condition  announces  under  whi^t  glorious  circum- 
stances they  covered  their  unfor'unate  owner;  but 
that  is  no  recommendation  to  an  old  clothes  man. 

As  to  his  sword,  the  veteran  warrior  transmits  it,  be- 
queaths it,  but  will  not  sell  it.  Tlie  blade  is  bright, 
though  stained  with  the  blood  of  the  enemy.  1'his 
veteran  is  in  poverty;  but  perhaps  if  his  sword  had 

been  dipped  in  French  blood  ” 

It  is  stated  in  a German  paper  that  a part  of  the 
Austrian  army  in  Italy  is  about  to  march  into  France 
to  relieve  the  cordon  o.n  the  frontier  of  Spain!  Thi's 
j is  not  probable. 

Jxfeiher lands.  Many  children  have  died  at  Amster. 
dam  of  the  small  pox;  and  the  people  were  seriously 
called  upon  by  the  magistrates  to  promote  vaccina- 
tion. 

Spain.  The  min!stcr.s  are  completely  gleaning 
the  persons  that  were  about  the  king — they  have 
given  many  of  them  orders  to  retire  to  their  homes, 
and  have  intimated  to  his  m.>jes(y  himseh,  Mie  possi- 
bility of  his  being  brought  to  trial  for  mal-cor\- 
duct,  if  he  does  not  behave  better  in  future! 

Gibraltar  papers  inform  us  that — The  insurrec. 
tions  in  Spain  continue  to  prevail  in  the  provinces 
of  Catalonia,  Navarre  and  Biscay. 

The  marquis  of  Mata  Florida,  the  bishop  of  Ta- 
ragona,  and  baron  d’Creoles,  hj*ve  issued  a procla.- 
mation  dated  at  Urgel,  Aug.  15,  announcing  them- 
selves as  the  regency  of  Spain  during  the  captivity 
of  the  king!. 

A French  squadron  was  cruising  off  Cadiz. 
Portugal.  The  cortes  has  voted  to  establish  a 
regency  of  five  persons,  with  secretaries,  in  the 
Brazils;  all  with  limited  powers,  and  to  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  king.  Cortesian  delegates  from  Paraiba, 
Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  and  Pernambuco,  have  aiv 
rived  at  Lisbon, 

Italy.  The  present  pope  is  eighty  years  of  age^ 
and  has  governed  the  church  twenty-two  years.—* 
There  are  forty-four  cardinals,  and  twenty-three 
vacant  hats.  1’he  number  of  patriarchs,  archbi- 
shops and  bishops  dispersed  throughout  Christen- 
dom, is  550.  The  reason  of  the  “vacant  hats”  is, 
that  the  moderate  revenues  of  the  ecclesiastical 
state,  compel  the  holy  father  tojbe  as  sparing  as  pos- 
sible in  filling  up  the  vacancies,  lest  the  scanty 
income  of  the  college  should  be  still  more  subdi- 
vided. The  present  income  of  a cardinal  is  noj; 
more  than  four  hundred  pounds  sterling  a year. 

Switzerland.  A Swiss  diet  was  held  at  Zurich  in 
July  last,  and  took  into  consideration  the  overtures 
of  M.  Zea,  ambassador  of  the  Colombian  republic. 
His  proposals  were  ad  instruendum.  The  assem- 
bly also  appointed  two  Swiss  merchants,  one  a na- 
tive of  Yverdun,the  other  of  Geneva,  who  had  long 
resided  in  America,  to  be  consuls  at  New  York  and 
Washington. 

Germany.  The  lordship  qf  Ernsdorf,  in  Austrian 
Silesia,  is  advertised  to  be  disposed  cf  by  way  qf 
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lottery,  title  and  all.  The  property  is  valued  at 
1,632,619  florins— the  tickets  are  at  11.  sterling 
each. 

Jiussia.  An  order  was  issued  at  St.  Petersburg 
on  the  21st  of  August,  lor  closing  all  the  freemasons 
lodges.  Some  great  alarm  appears  to  have  seized 
on  the  government. 

It  is  stated  that  during  the  late  review  of  the 
trt.ops  at  Moscow,  about  eighty  petitions  were  pre- 
stf'nted  to  tlie  emperor  (6y  soldiers  stepping  oxU  of  the 
rallies  j,  praying  that  he  would  commence  war  with 
the  1 u.  ks.  A priest  of  consideration,  has  loudly 
denounced  him  for  his  insensibility  to  the  sutterings 
ol  tiisfellowchrisiians. 

Turkey,  i'he  French  papers  state,  that  after  the 
Turkish  fleet,  under  the  command  of  the  captain 
pacha,  sailed  from  Constantinople,  and  that  since, 
in  consequence  of  a 3d  expedition  having  taken 
place,  there  scarctly  remained  a single  ship  of  war 
in  the  before  mentioned  harbor  i’he  captains  of  se 
veral  Greek  vessels,  then  lying  in  the  port  of  Odes- 
sa, formed  the  daring  resolution  of  immediately 
sailing  to  Constantinople,  and  there  to  set  fire  to 
the  arsenal.  I'hey  might  perhaps  have  succeeded 
in  this  rash  attempt,  from  which  great  consequences 
would  have  issued,  but  our  government  prevent- 
ed them  from  carrying  it  into  execution,  by  not  al- 
lowing them  to  sail.  ' 

The  following  details  of  the  late  victory  of  the 
Greeks,  Is  from  a Frankfort  paper  of  Aug,  24— We 
have  at  this  instant  received  new  details  of  the  vic- 
tory gained  by  the  Greeks  on  the  14th  of  July,  which 
are  ol  the  greatest  interest.  As  already  stated,  the 
Hellenians  were  forced,  on  the  13th,  after  fighting 
valiantly,  to  retreat,  and  they  took  np  a new  position 
in  the  Straits  of  Thermopylae.  Encouraged  by 
by  their  success  the  evening  before,  the  I urks  at- 
tempted on  the  14th,  to  force  all  the  passages;  but 
seven  hundred  brave  soldiers,  under  the  command 
of  another  Leonidas,  young  IJozzaris,  stopped  their 
progress  till  night,  repealing  a thousand  times  the 
cry  of  Eleutheria  (liberty).  They  defended  with 
the  greatest  heroism  the  principal  defiles.  During 
this  time,  the  greater  p irt  of  the  Greek  army  march- 
ed  with  great  haste,  and  arrived,  after  making  seve- 
ral detours  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy’s  army,  where  it 
took  up  a position.  The  Turks,  entirely  surround- 
ed, were  attacked  with  fury  and  completely  routed. 
The  results  were  most  brilliant — three  pachas,  se 
venty  beys,  and  eleven  thousand  men  were  taken 
prisoners.  All  the  baggage  of  the  Ottoman  army, 
with  its  artillery  and  tents,  fell  into  the  power  of  the 
victors.  Nearly  a third  of  the  Turkish  army  was 
killed,  and  a considerable  number  wounded. — 
Chourscliid  Pacha  had  great  difficulty  to  save  him 
self  with  four  thousand  men,  the  miserable  wreck 
of  his  army  at  Larissa. 

During  the  battle,  Grecian  women,  leading  with 
them  boys  ol  ten  years  of  age,  who  followed  the  ex 
ample  of  their  mothers,  hurled  down  stones  on  the 
Turks  from  the  tops  of  the  mountains.  In  general, 
the  Hellenians  fought  with  an  emhusiasm,  great 
almost  neyond  example.  There  cry  was,  ‘deatii  to 
tlie  barbarians,  vengeance,  our  brottiers  were  massa- 
cred at  Scio.’  Young  Bozzaris,  the  modern  hero 
of  fhermopylac,  in  his  devotion  to  his  country,  for 
feited  his  life,  IIis  corpse  was  transported  to  Co- 
rinth witn  the  greatest  pomp;  1000  women,  preced 
cd  by  160  priests,  accompanied  the  procession,  i hey 
are  preparing  in  that  city  to  pay  him  the  greatest 

hCDOlS. 

Another  great  victory  has  been  obtained  by 
tin  Greeks!  Chourschid  Pacha,  threatened  by  the 

on  account  of  his  defeat,  assembled  all  his  re* 
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serves  in  tlie  utmost  haste  to  recover  his  reputation. 
He  met  the  enemy  again  on  the  1st  of  August,  and 
i-  said  to  have  lost  as  many  men  as  on  Die  former  oc- 
casion— he  himself  being  among  ihe  prisoners!  It 
must  he  remarked  however,  th.t  tlie  London  Cou- 
rier, (the  mouth-piece  of  the  minisiry,  and  deadly 
hostile  to  the  Greeks),  doubts  the  truth  of  this  re- 
port. 

A Creek  fleet  of  40  sail,  had  been  fitted  out  to 
bombard  Salonichi.  It  is  confirmed  that  the  '1‘urks 
have  nearly  destroyed  the  whole  city  of  .Tassy  with 
fire,  out  of  mere  love  of  ruin  or  for  the  sake  of 
plunder.  Nine  churches  and  seven  monasteries 
were  consumed. 

'I’he  Greek  patriarch  is  de.ad,  and  the  late  bishop 
of  Chalcedonia  has  been  elected  his  successor.  'I'he 
patriarch  died  of  the  dropsy,  and  the  Greeks  at 
Constantinople  appear  to  have  had  full  liberty  to 
pay  the  usual  respect  to  the  remains  of  a person  so 
distinguished. 

The  porte  has  intimated  his  willingness  to  receive 
a liiissian  minister,  provided  he  shall  not  come  in  a 
vessel  of  war, 

Porto  Rico.  The  privateers  tliat  liave  been  fit- 
ed  out  in  this  island,  are  tiie  Palomo,  of  6 guns  and 
130  men;  the  Pancheta,  of  16  guns  and  120  men; 
the  Pareira  of  6orfc*  guns  and  80  men;  the  liruque- 
na,  of  4 guns  and  about  60  men;  the  Flora  de  la  mar, 
1 gun,  and  40  men;  L.a  Carmen,  4 guns  and  50  men 
— besides  three  or  four  other  small  vessels. 

A letter  from  a gentleman  who  was  on  board 
the  brig  Fairy,  which  was  captured  by  one  of  those 
privateers  and  sent  into  Pounce,  Porto  Ilico,  says 
— "I  received  tliree  stabs  in  the  breast,  and  the 
c-rew  of  the  Fairy  were  treated  very  badly.  They 
talk  about  hanging  us,  on  account  of  un  Unitei'i 
States’  schooner  having  taken  one  of  their  priva- 
teers. We  are  double-ironed,  both  and  hand  foot. 
They  give  u-s  one  pint  of  water  and  one  biscuit 
a day  eacli  man;  and  if  we  ask  for  more,  they  threat- 
en to  cut  our  throats.  We  are  down  in  the  hold  of 
a schooner,  with  just  room  enough  to  move,  and 
eaten  up  with  vermin.  Mr.  .Mitcliell,  the  first  mate 
of  the  brig,  sulFers  equally  with  us,” 

The  new  governor  of  the  island,  gen.  La  I'orres, 
had  arrived,  and  it  was  believed  that  he  would  put 
a slop  to  the  privateering  biiisnes.s,  having  express- 
ed the  greatest  disapprobation  of  it. 

Colombia.  Morales,  the  royal  general,  has  made 
a descent  on  tlie  coast  and  captured  .Maracaibo 
without  opposition,  A large  force  was  sent  to 
expel  him.  'Hie  vvur  prosecuted  by  him  is  useless 
—yet  it  involves  a great  waste  oi  life  and  treasure. 

JSlexico.  A iiattle  i.s  reported  to  have  taken  place 
between  tlie  imperialists  and  the  republicans,  in 
which  the  former  were  defeated,  vviih  great  loss. 
It  is  quite  certain  that  many  are  dissatisfied  with 
his  tmperoi  ship.  We  luive  a copy  of  a proclamation 
signed  “Guadaloupe  Victoria,”  informiogthe  peo- 
ple that  “the  .standard  ofliberty  is  raised,”  and  in- 
viting them  to  take  up  arms— he  proscribes  Itur- 
bide  as  a tyrant,  and  proposes  that  a general  con- 
gress be  iield  at  Pael-da. 

The  emperor  has  arrested  many  distinguished 
persons  at  Mexico— several  of  tiiem  being  members 
of  the  congress;  he  is  evidently  alarmed.  It  is 
probable  that  his  reign  will  be  -short. 


Military  establishment  of  the  U.  S. 

COriMUJNICATEJ). 

Every  country  that  pretends  to  take  a station 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  and  to  maintain  that 
rank  and  standing  which  its  population  and  re- 
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sources  justify,  ought  to  be  prepared  with  the  ne- 
cessary means  of  sustaining  herself,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, against  foreign  aggression  and  attack. 
Some  countries,  according  to  their  localities  or  the 
tempers  of  their  rulers,  keep  on  foot  at  all  times 
numerous  forces,  so  as  to  be  able  either  to  secure 
themselves  from  the  sudden  attack  of  their  more 
powerful  neighbors,  or  to  avail  themselves  ol  the 
opportunity  which  may  oiler  tor  extending  their 
own  power  by  seizing  the  colonies  and  distant  es- 
tablislimenls  of  their  rivals,  in  order  to  weaken 
their  trade  and  resources  and  to  increase  their  own. 
lint  the  United  States,  having  in  view  the  single 
object  of  defence  and  not  that  of  conquest,  in  mak- 
ing  her  military  arrangements,  and  being  disposed, 
}it  the  same  time,  to  leave  as  much  power  m the 
hands  of  the  people  as  is  consistent  with  good  go- 
vernment and  her  civil  institutions,  have  always 
avoided  increasing  her  regular  forces  in  time  of 
jieace,  beyond  what  is  actually  necessary  to  pre- 
serve her  fortifications  from  decay,  to  protect  her 
arsenals  from  pillage,  and  to  secure  her  ports  and 
liarbors  from  foreign  insult  She  has  not  how’ever 
been  unmindful  of  the  advantages  of  possessing  at 
all  times  a well  organized  and  instructed  corps  of 
artillerists  and  engineers,a  small  but  well  disciplin- 
ed body  of  infantry,  and  a military  academy  of  suffi- 
cient extent  to  educate  annually  a certain  number 
of  youths  capable  of  filling  the  vacancies  which  may 
occur  in  her  little  army.  This  small  establishment, 
with  the  general  staff,  constitutes  the  whole  of  the 
land  forces  of  the.  republic,  forming  an  aggregate  of 
about  5000  men,  and  maintained  at  an  annual  ex- 
jiense  of  about  l,5u0,000  dollars.  This  force  is  the 
nucleus  around  which,  it  is  proposed,  when  the  ne- 
cessity shall  exist,  to  form  a body  of  regular  troops 
sufficient  to  answer  ail  the  purposes  of  defence  and 
to  relieve  the  militia  from  the  task  of  remaining  con- 
.stantly  in  the  field,  when  the  slate  shall  be  threaten- 
ed with  invasion.  Small  as  this  establishment  is,  it  is 
susceptible  of  an  extension  equal  to  36,000  men,  a 
greater  body  than  was  ever  on  foot  at  any  one  time 
during  the  whole  of  the  late  war,  and  perhaps,  judg- 
ing  from  the  events  of  that  period,  equal  to  all  the 

e. vigencies  of  the  union. 

It  may  perhaps  be  questioned  by  some  as  to  the  ! 
feasibility  of  this  extension,  and  therefore,  it  is 
thought  proper  to  demonstrate  the  fact  by  showing 
how  it  may  be  effected.  First,  we  have,  exclusive 
of  the  general,  field  ami  staff  officers,  644  platoon 
officers  and  cadets,  more  than  one  half  of  whom 
are  capable  of  commanding  companies — sa>  300 
companies  at  120  men  each,  (the  standard  of  the 
French  companies  on  the  war  establishment),  would 
be  equal  to  36,000  men;  and  second,  from  the  re- 
maining 344  officers,  and  from  the  field  and  staff  j 
officers  now  in  service,  could  be  obtained  the  gene- 
ral, field  and  staff  officers  for  such  a force,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  recourse  tliat  may  be  had  to  that  va- 
luable body  of  officers  who  served  througii  ^the 
late  war  and  retired  on  the  re  kiction  at  the  peace. 
All  these  300  captains  commanding  companies  will 
be  well  Instructed,  respectable,  aquainted  not  only 
with  the  tiieoretical  and  practical  pans  of  their  duty, 
but  well  versed  in  the  system  of  accountability  and 
general  administration  of  regimental  aHairs.  Mad 
the  United  States  iiadtlie  command  of  sucli  a corps 
of  • fficers  at  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  our 
army  would  have  been  i a better  condition  in  three 
months  after  the  declaration  of  hostilities  to  have 
taken  the  field,  than  it  was  at  tlie  close  uf  the  con- 
test: for  now  we  liave  one  unifiirm  system  of  disci- 

f. fme,  administration  and  accountability,  in  every 
arm  and  branch  of  the  service — a.  staiT organized  on 


a proper  plai.  and  in  successful  operation.  The  sup 
plies  of  every  description  are  regular  and  of  excel- 
lent quality.  Hut  at  the  commencement  of  tlie  late 
war  we  were  without  a general  staff,  without  system 
and  experienc-.-,  or  any  fixed  rule  oi  conduct ; the  of- 
ficers of  the  old  army  were  not  advanced  and  dis- 
persed among  tiic  new  troops,  but  left  in  inglorious 
retirement  with  the  old  regiments,  except  in  few 
instances,  and  then  the  elfccts  of  itieir  experience 
were  visible  wherever  th'-.y  were  placed.  It  is  a mis- 
taken notion  ttiat  the  officers  of  t ie  old  army  did 
not  di.stinguisii  themselves  in  t ie  Ute  war — when- 
ever they  had  the  opporUiimy  they  did.  Look  at 
Brownstown,  Erie,  Nugira,  Fort  George,  York, 
Sacketi’s  M.icbor,  Cfnsilci’s  fieLi,  JMaiisburg,  Balti- 
more, Norfolk,  St  Mary’s,  Fei.sacola  and  Ne.v  Or- 
leans, and  you  will  see  among  the  Uistinguislied  in 
tliese  afiairs  many  olficers  of  the  old  army— you 
will  see  the  names  of  Pike,  Covington,  Gaines, 
Scott,  Macomb,  Jesup,  Boyd,  Porter,  Bisseli,  .Swift, 
McRee,  Woool,  Backus,  Liwrence,  Armistead,  Gib- 
son,  I'aylor,  Morgan,  Forsyihe,  Mosias,  Chambers, 
Dorman,  Brooke,  King,  Gardner,  Snelling,  B ik  r. 
Miller,  Gratiot,  Blue,  Haynes,  I’otien,  Walback, 
Eustis,  .McPherson,  Jon  s.  Crane,  Boyl,  B >mford, 
.Atkinson,  'fliayer,  Deltussy,  Gadsden,  F-  nwick, 
Lavai,  Smith,  Russell,  Hall,  Hindman,  Appling, 
Hrooks,  Larabee,  Overton,  Woolstoncraft,  Pratt, 
Chotard,  Davis,  Humphreys, Wtuting,  Hfcvort,  Vail, 
White,  Allen,  and  many  others  whose  names  are 
not  now  recollected,  who  have  been  honor. bly  and 
publicly  mentioned.  Yes,  let  it  be  repeated,  had  the 
officers  of  the  old  army  been  distriinited  among 
the  new  troops,  and  a just  regard  been  paid  to 
tiieir  experience  and  talents  at  the  beginning  of 
the  late  war,  instead  of  seeking  for  popular  charac- 
ters to  lead  the  troops,  the  treasury  wouiil  not 
have  exhibited  such  a waste  of  money,  uor  hi.slory 
had  to  record  so  many  failures  and  blunders  as  the 
onset  of  the  conflict  exhibited. 


Briiisli  Population — l822. 

FUO.M  A BATE  ENGLISH  PATER. 

There  has  just  issued  a voluminous  elaborate, 
and  very  valuable  statistical  work,  consisting  of  an 
abstract  of  the  population  and  parish  registry  re- 
turns for  1821,  “ordered  by  the  house  of  commons 
to  be  printed  July  2, 1822.’^  J'lie  volume  is  a thick 
folio.  It  consists  first  of  ^^preliminary  observalioHs” 
on  the  enumeration  abstract,  on  tlie  divisions  of 
England  into  shires,  Stc.;  on  the  a.ges  of  persons, 
baptisms,  marriages,  he.-,  on  the  increase  of  the 
population,  Sec.  Secondly,  of  ^-ccanparntive  enume- 
rafion  of  fiv a periods,  IfdO,  1/50,  1801,  1811,  and 
jl821.”  Thirdly,  ‘ abstract,'^  being  an 

account  of  the  jiopnlalion  of  England,  Wales,  Scot- 
land, the  Isles,  Sec.  showing  the  number  of  iiouses 
inhabited;  by  innv  many  families  occupied;  houses 
Duilding;  uninhabited;  tne  number  of  families  chief- 
ly employed  in  agriculture;  those  chieHy  employ- 
ed in  trarle,  fnanuiactures,  &c.;  “ail  otlier  families 
not  comprised  m the  two  preceding  classes;*’ 
males,  femfdes;  total  of  persons;  and  fourthly,  ^‘pa- 
rish re  twister  abatract.^* 

These  outUne.s  of  the  varied  contents  will  show 
their  interest,  and  the  number  of  objects  respect- 
ing^which  accurate  and  official  information  is  here 
given;  ami  its  massive  character  may  be  imagined 
when  It  stated  that  the  volume  consists  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  pages,  almost  the  whole  of  which 
is  table  work.  To  give  even  the  results  of  the  va- 
rious details  would  exceed  the  limits  of  our  journal; 
the  work,  however,  has  been  prepared  -jviih  great 
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care,  chiefly  under  the  superintendance  of  Mr. 
Hickman,  clerk  at  the  table  of  the  house  of  com* 
mons;  Mr.  Philips,  the  speaker’s  secretary,  and  se- 
veral clerks. 

We  shall  give  some  extracts  from  what  may  be 
deemed  the  most  popularly  interesting  parts  of  the 
work.  In  making  the  extracts,  we  shall  pursue 
the  order  adopted  by  the  parliamentary  document. 

In  the  “preliminary  observations”  it  is  stated  that 
<‘the  subject  of  classification  may  be  dismissed  by 
stating  that  the  third  or  negative  class  appears  to 
consist  chiefly  of  superannuated  laborers,  and  wi- 
dows resident  in  small  tenements;  this  may  serve  to 
show  that  scarcely  any  information  can  be  drawn 
from  the  numbers  which  appear  in  the  third  or  ne- 
gative class;  from  the  two  former  classes,  and  espe- 
cially the  agricultural,  important  inferences  may 
with  Confidence  be  deduced;  for  instance,  that  in 
the  year  1811,  rather  more  than  one-third  part  of 
the  population  of  Great  Britain  (or,  more  accurate- 
ly, 352  in  1,000)  were  employed  in  raising  subsist- 
ence for  the  other  two-thirds,  that  in  the  year  1821 
the  proportion  had  decreased  to  one-third,  (333  in 
in  1,000);  the  degree  in  which  the  population  of 
the  several  counties  of  Great  Britain  is  agricultural, 
may  of  course  be  easily  deduced  from  the  respec- 
tive county  summaries. 

Summary  and  comparative,  stat  ement  of  the  enumera- 
tions of  1801,  1811,  and  1821. 


Populat’n 

1301. 

Rate  of 

Populat’n 

1811. 

Rate  of 

Populat’n 

1321. 

3 

n 

O 

3 

p.  ct 

3 

O 

2 

3 

p«  Ct 

p.  Ct. 

p.c 

England  . • 

8,331,434 

14^ 

9,538.827 

18 

11,261,437 

Wales  ... 

541,546 

13 

611,788 

17  1-5 

717,438 

Scotland . . 

1,599,068 

13 

1,805,688 

15  6-7 

2,093,456 

10,472,048 

14 

11,956,303 

17  2-3 

14,073,331 

Army,  navy, &c 

470,598 

36 

640,500 

50 

319,300 

Total  . . 

10,942,646 

15 

12.596,803 

14  1-4 

14,392,631 

A calculation  has  also  been  made  upon  the  com- 
parative population  of  each  county,  in  the  same 
periods. 

In  order  to  avoid  uncertainty,  the  increase  has 
been  separately  calculated  on  the  respective  num- 
bers of  females  only  — viz: 


1801 

Incr,  1 

1811 

Increase 
per  cent, 

15  4-5ths 
or 

15-82 

1821 

Efimales. 

5,492,354 

^ -u  \ 

or  1 
1402 

1 6,225,716 

7,253,728 

And  the  absolute  increase  of  population  in  Great 
Britain  (if  measured  by  doubling  that  of  females 
only)  appears  to  have  been  1,500,000  in  the  first 
period,  2,000,000  in  the  second  period. 

It  is  aiierwards  added,  that  “the  enumeration  of 
the  whole  population  may  be  considered  as  com- 
plete, no  place  being  known  finally  to  have  omit- 
ted making  returns.  In  cases  where  the  name  of 
a place  diflers  from  the  abstract  of  1811,  or  where 
two  places  are  included  under  one  title,  all  the  for- 
mer names  are  preserved  in  a note;  and  in  cases 
where  any  place  has  been  transferred  from  one  hun- 
dred to  another,  explanation  is  afforded  in  the 
same  manner. 

The  proportion  of  the  sexes  was  as  100  males  to 
110  females  of  the  resident  population  in  the  years 
1801  and  1811;  at  present  to  only  106  females,  a dif- 
ference which  may  be  ascribed  to  the  cessation  of 
war,  and  consequent  smaller  number  of  males  in  the 
army  and  navy. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  proper  to  mention  that  where 
the  total  of  any  county,  as  laid  before  parliament, 
in  Febru^y,  1822,|shjdl  be  found  to  differ  from  the 


total  in  the  present  volume,  the  latter  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  the  authentic  total,  a few  corrections  on 
discovery  of  duplicate  entries,  of  omissions,  and  of 
clerical  errors,  having  been  made  on  the  final  revi- 
sion of  the  work.  The  only  material  error  discov- 
ered in  the  abstract  of  1811,  upon  collation  witii 
the  present  abstract,  occurs  in  the  North  Riding  of 
the  county  of  York,  where,  from  some  clerical  er- 
ror in  adding  the  columns  of  the  liberty  of  Lang- 
baurgh,  an  omission  of  13,061  persons  took  place, 
whence  a diminution  of  population  between  the 
enumeration  of  1801  and  1811  was  ascril)ed  to  the 
North  Riding,  making  it  appear  a singular  and  un- 
accountable-exception from  the  general  increase. 
The  error  is  now  rectified  in  the  comparative  table 
of  counties. 

On  the  subject  of  burjals,  there  are  the  follow- 
ing consolitory  observations: — “The  annual  number 
of  burials,  as  collected  in  pursuance  of  the  tliree 
population  acts,  authorises  a satisfactory  inference 
of  diminishing  mortality  in  England,X.\\Q  average  num- 
ber of  burials  not  differing  materially  from  the  year 
1780  to  the  year  1800;  the  first  five  years  of  that  pe- 
riod, the  last  five  years,  and  the  whole  period 
giving  the  same  average  result;  not  but  that 
the  effect  of  the  dearths  by  wliich  England  was  af- 
flicted in  1795  and  1800,  is  very  perceptible  in  the 
increased  mortality  of  those  years.  Many  other,  and 
no  doubt,  very  various  considerations  would  occur 
to  every  investigator  of  such  a subject;  especially 
the  doubt  as  to  how  many  years  of  the  burial  re- 
gister ought  to  be  applied  as  a divisor  or  existing 
population.  If,  for  instance,  the  average  number 
of  registered  burials  in  liie  preceding  ten  years,  is 
applied  to  the  number  of  persons  resident  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales  in  the  year  1821,  the  annual  mor- 
tality very  little  exceeds  one  in  sixty;  but  if  the  re- 
gistered burials  of  the  year  1820  are  applied  in  like 
manner,  the  result  is  a mortality  of  one  in  fifty-se- 
ven or, which  last  proportion  (burials  not 
brought  into  the  account  considered)  is  perhaps 
nearest  to  the  truth. 

The  same  calculations  founded  on  the  numerical 
results  of  the  population  act  of  1811,  show  a mor- 
tality of  one  mjifty-t-wo,  and  one  in  ffty  respective- 
ly. The  rate  of  mortality  in  the  year  1801  has 
heretofore  been  taken  at  one  in  forty-seveiv,  in  the 
year  1790,  at  one  in  forty  five;  in  1780,  at  one  in 
forty;  so  that  on  the  whole  the  annual  mortality 
seems  to  have  decreased  from  one  in  forty,  to  one 

fifty-eight  (nearly  one  third)  in  forty  years. 

The  causes  of  increase  in  the  duration  of  human 
life  (hereby  indicated)  will,  no  doubt,  be  investi- 
gated by  those  who  are  able  to  elucidate  the  sub- 
ject; houses  less  crowded,  better  food,  better  cloth, 
ing,  and  more  cleanliness  among  the  numerous 
classes  of  society,  cannot  have  been  without  some 
effect;  and  to  these  may  be  added  the  increased  ex- 
tent of  drainage,  which  may  have  acted  beneficially 
on  the  health  of  the  agricultural  population. 

The  improved  treatment  of  diseases  is  stated  in 
many  of  the  returns,  as  a cause  of  increasing  popu- 
lation, and  especially  the  substitution  of  vaccination 
for  the  small-pox;  infectious  fevers  have  almost  dis- 
appeared, even  in  the  metropolis;  and  intermittents, 
which  till  latety  under  the  name  of  ague,  infested 
the  country  very  extensively  (especially  the  ten 
districts)  are  no  longer  spoken  of.  In  former  times, 
the  plague,  (as  it  was  called)  disappeared  as  soon 
as  the  city  of  London  had  been  rebuilt,  after  the 
great  fire  of  1666,  so  the  land-scurvy,  and  before 
that  the  leprosy,  became  gradually  extinct,  when 
the  reformation  of  religion,  and  improvements  in 
agriculture,  had  removed  the  necessity  of  eating 
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salt  fish  and  salted  meet  during  the  greater  portion 
of  the  year. 

The  mortality  in  the  several  counties  of  England 
ranges  between  one  in  forty. seven,  and  one  in  se 
venty  two;  Middlesex  and  Sussex  being  the  ex- 
tremes. In  Anglesey,  the  mortality  is  stated  at  one 
in  83. 

The  abstract  of  answers  and  returns  is  followed 
by  this  complete  and  interesting  general  summary 
of  houses,  families,  and  persons  in  Great  Britain, — 


HOUSES,  inhabited 
———by  how  many 
families  occupied 
■ ' — — Building 
—-—Uninhabited 
FAMILIES, chiefly  em. 

ployed  in  agriculture 
— in  trade,  ma- 
nufacture or  handicraft 
all  other  fami- 
lies not  comprised  in 
the  2 preceding  classes 

PERSONS,  Males 
Females 


Total  of  persons 


England 

Walt* 

Scotland 

Great 

Britain 

1,951,973 

136.483 

341,474 

((2,929,634 

2,346.717 

18,289 

66,055 

146,706 

98‘ 

3,652 

447,960 

2,405 

12.657 

2,941,333 

21,679 

82,364 

773,732 

74,225 

130,699 

978,656 

1,118,295 

41,680 

190,264 

1,350,239 

454,690 

30,801 

126.997 

612.488 

5,483,679 

5,777,758 

350,487 

366,951 

983,552 

1,109,904 

7,137,018 
7,254  613 

11.261,437 

717,438 

2,093,456 

14,391,631 

There  being  added  319,300,  for  “array  navy,  marines  and  sea- 
men in  registered  vessels.” 

(Signed)  JOHN  RICKMAN. 

And  it  is  succeeded  by  an  equally  curious  sum- 
mary of  baptisms,  burials  and  marriages,  in  England 
and  Wales: — 
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In  the  “preliminary  observations”  tliere  is  an  ac- 
count oi'  t/ie  population  throughout  the  lam  centurv. — 
As  it  may  be  useful  to  illustrate  the  above  details, 
we  shall  return  to  quote  it;  and  then  conclude,  for 
the  present,  with  the  remarks  which  follow  sucli 
tabic  respecting  *Hhe  increase  of  the  population.** 
Table  of  population  throughout  the  lust  century  in 
Kntrland  and  yVales. 


Year. 

Population. 

Year. 

Population. 

1700 

5,175.000 

1760 

6,736,000 

1710 

5,240,000 

1770 

7,428,000 

1720 

5,565,000 

1780 

7,953,000 

1730 

5,796,000 

1790 

8,675,000 

1740 

6,064,000 

1801 

9,168,000 

1750 

6.467,000 

The  summary  of  England  and  Wales  is  collected 
from  the  registers  of  10,453  parish  churches,  and 
889  chapels;  and  it  is  believed  that  no  moretlian  five 
returns  remain  due. — 103  returns  of  registers  of 
Roman  catholics,  Quakers,  and  Dissenters,  and  of 
registers  kept  at  hospitals  and  work  houses,  were 
received,  and  are  included  in  the  above  summary, 
and  many  of  the  returns  mention  unentered  bap- 
tisms, burials  and  marriages,  to  the  following 
amount,  viz.:  Annual  average  number  of  unenter- 

ed baptisms,  23,066;  burials,  9,505;  marriages,  191. 
^ (Signed)  JOHN  RICKMAN, 


Hereby  it  may  seem,  that  although  the  beginning 
of  the  18th  century  exhibits  a decreasing  popula- 
tion, the  lost  number  had  been  regained  in  1720, 
since  which  time  a continual,  though  irregular,  in- 
crease appears.  For  the  ye.ar  1790,  the  average 
medium  of  the  baptisms  ot  each  year,  with  the 
four  preceding  years,  is  taken.  I he  baptisms  of 
every  year  previous  to  1780  were  not  called  for  by 
the  act  of  1801. 

It  was  supposed  that  when  the  enumeration  re- 
turns of  1811  were  codected  and  arranged,  a con- 
siderable deficiency  in  those  of  1803  would  become 
manifest;  but  this  did  not  happen,  tlie  seeming  de- 
ficiencies of  1801  so  constantly  disappearing  upon 
enquiry  and  explanation,  as  to  leave  scarcely  twen- 
ty places  additional  in  1811,  and  those  among  the 
smallest  of  the  15,741  winch  made  separate  returns. 
The  variation  from  this  number  in  the  present  ab- 
stract, which  contains  15,773  enumeration  returns, 
entirely  arises  from  the  conjunction  or  division  of 
parts  of  the  same  parish,  at  the  option  of  the  over- 
seer, or  of  the  other  persons  emplo}ed  in  the  enu- 
meration, and  of  course  does  not  indicate  any  real 
defect  or  redundancy,  nor  afi’ect  the^  total  return  of 
any  parish,  nor  of  the  abstract  generally. 

It  has  been  reasonably  supposed  that  the  first 
enumeration  of  the  people  in  Great  Britain,  espe- 
cially as  it  took  place  in  time  of  war,  was  rendered 
somewhat  defective  from  backwardness  or  evasion 
in  making  the  answers  required,  inasmuch  as  direct 
taxation,  and  more  obviously  the  levy  of  men  in 
every  place,  might  possibly  be  founded  on  the  re- 
sult of  such  an  investigation.  But  as  no  such  efiect 
was  perceived  to  take  place,  the  returns  of  the 
year  1811  were,  in  all  probability,  more  full  and 
accurate  than  those  of  1801;  and  the  war  having 
now  ceased,  there  remains  no  reason  to  suspect  the 
least  deficiency  in  the  return  of  1821.  Indeed,  the 
voluntary  return  of  the  ages  of  persons,  an  inquiry 
of  far  more  labor  than  of  the  enumeration  of  houses, 
families,  and  persons,  proves,  hy  the  extent  of  the 
answers,  that  the  population  act  has  been  carried 
into  effect  in  the  year  1821,  not  merely  with  wil- 
lingness,  but  even  with  zeal,  throughout  the  great- 
est part  of  the  kingdom. 

How  far  the  increase  of  14  percent,  in  the  period 
between  the  enumerations  of  1801  and  1811,  and 
of  nearly  16  per  cent,  in  the  period  from  1811  to 
1821  (as  computed  on  the  female  population  only) 
»iay  have  been  produced  from  such  causes,  cannot 
be  discovered:  but  that  the  effect  was  not  very  dif- 
ferent in  the  two  respective  periods,  may  be  rea- 
sonably inferred  by  shortly  adverting  to  the  parish 
register  abstract. 

It  may  be  stated  that  the  increase  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  from  1801  to  1811,  was 
1,654,000  according  to  the  respective  enumeration 
returns;  and  of  this  increase  1,277,000  in  England 
and  Wales: — the  registered  baptisms  are  2,878,906; 
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the  registered  burials  1,950,189;  showing  an  in- 
crease of  928, nr;  so  that,  even  allowing  the  defi- 
ciency of  the  baptismal  register  not  to  be  greater 
than  of  the  burial  register,  more  than  two-thirds 
of  the  increase  is  established  upon  incontroverti- 
ble grounds.  Again,  in  the  period  between  the 
enumerations  of  1811  and  1821,  tlie  increase  of  po 
pulation  in  England  and  Wales  appears  to  have 
been  1,828,000;  while  a comparison  of  registered 
baptism  and  burials  give  an  apparent  increase  of 
1,245,000,  or  rather  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  ac- 
tual increase.  'I’his  similarity  of  result  seems  to 
prove  that  the  enumeration  of  8101  was  no  more 
defective,  as  compared  with  that  of  1811,  than  the 
enumeration  of  1811  is  to  that  of  1821.  The  annu- 
al  excess  of  unentered  baptisms  over  unentered 
burials  is  estimated  at  13,561,  in  answer  to  the 
third  question  put  to  every  officiating  minister;  but 
three  times  this  number,  after  making  every  allow- 
ance, would  scarcely  reconcile  the  parish  register 
abstract  with  the  actual  increase,  as  resulting  from 
the  three  successive  enumeration  abstracts.  But 
that  the  register  of  baptisms  is  much  more  deficient 
than  that  of  burials  has  already  been  shown,  al- 
though it  does  not  seem  possible  to  ascertain  (by 
direct  evidence)  in  what  degree  one  deficiency  ex- 
ceeds the  other. 

The  proximate  causes  of  the  increase  of  popula- 
tion in  Great  Britain  are  obviously  the  diminished 
rate  of  mortality,  and  the  increasing  number  of  chil- 
dren born.  The  fiist  of  these  causes  has  been  al- 
ready adverted  to,  and  the  remarks  on  the  sche- 
dules, in  answer  to  the  6ih  question,  assign  many 
local  causes  of  increased  population,  and  are  briefly 
inserted  in  the  notes  whenever  §iny  remarkable  in- 
crease appears  really  to  have  taken  place.  The  in- 
stances of  diminished  population  are  very  few,  and 
almost  always  noticed. 

The  remarks  which  state  die  increase  of  popula- 
tion to  have  resulted  from  the  operation  of  the  poor 
laws,  are  too  frequent  for  distinct  insertion;  they 
suppose  persons  to  marry  with  a direct  view  of 
thereby  obtaining  a weekly  allowance,  or  at  least  in- 
reliance  on  that  kind  of  resource  in  time  of  need;  nor 
can  it  be  denied  but  tliat  such  an  effect  seems  very 
naturally  to  follow  from  the  compulsory  nature  of 
the  relief  afforded  to  the  poor  in  England;  and  it  is 
quite  certain  that  whenever  employment  is  scarce, 
the  married  man  will  have  a preference,  lest  he 
should  be  constrained  to  a[>piy  to  the  overseer  for 
gratuitous  aid. 

But  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  tive  poor  laws 
are  much  less  conducive  to  an  increase  of  popula- 
tion than  they  are  usually  stated  to  be  in  argnment, 
and  in  the  remarks  on  the  population  schedules; 
because  it  must  be  recollected  that  although  in 
Scotland  there  is  no  poor’s  rate,  the  ratio  of  in- 
crease since  1811  is  nearly  sixteen  per  cent,  upon 
the  resident  population;  while  in  England  it  is  no 
more  than  13  per  cent,  (as  computed  upon  the  resi- 
dent  population,  of  both  countries);  a small  differ, 
ence  and  such  as  probably  w'ould  be  expected  had 
poor  rales  equally,  or  not  at  all  existed  in  both  coun- 
tries. 

A class  of  remarks  more  frequent  in  Scotland  than 
In  England,  goes  some  length  in  accounting  for  the 
increase  of  the  agricultural  population;  not  immedi^ 
ately  from  the  prosperity^  of  agriculture  during  the 
first  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  of  the  present  cetUu- 
ry,  but  consequentially,  from  the  disuse  of  farm-house 
servants,  (male  servants  especially),  when  the  mas- 
ter began  to  live  in  a very  superior  manner,  to  his 
domestics,  and  the  mistress  to  dislike  the  trouble  of 
providing  for  them.  The  dismissed  laborer  in  such 


cases  could  not  but  become  a cottager,  and  in  liis 
new  situation  could  scarcely  fail  to  become  a mar- 
ried man. 

The  manufacturing  population  is  naturally  on  the 
increase;  not  only  as  every  short  period  of  propseri- 
ty  and  increased  wages  produces  imprudent  mar- 
riages,  but  also  because  in  many  manufactures,  ciiil- 
dren  are  able  to  maintain  themselves  at  an  early  iigc, 
and  so  to  entail  little  expense  on  their  parents,  to 
the  obvious  encouragement  of  marriage. 

But  this  is  not  a proper  place  for  going  deeply 
into  the  causes  of  increasing  population,  which  may 
be  deemed  a solid  good,  or  a dreadful  evil,  accord- 
ing to  the  circumstances  of  the  country  in  which  it 
occurs.  (Signed)  JOHN  HICKMAN. 

June,  1822. 


British  Finances. 

RETENUS. 

Great  Britain. 

Customs,  (making  the  deduction  for  the 

coast  blockade),  ^.9,135,102 

Excise,  (deducting  2,550,0001.  lost  by 
the  remission  of  malt,  salt,  and  leather 


duties). 

26,546,415 

Stamps, 

6,108,640 

I’ost-ofHce, 

1,318,000 

Assessed  taxes,  (deducting  500,000/. 
lost  by  the  remission  of  the  horse.tax), 

6,256.811 

Land  tax, 

1,263,274 

Miscellaneous, 

223,430 

Property  tax, 

34,234 

Total  net  revenue  of  C Britain  includ- 
ing property  and  war  chity  on  malt. 

50,885,906 

Deduct  receipt  upon  property  and  war 
duty  on  malt. 

34,234 

Tolal  net  revenue  of  G.  Britain,  exclu- 
sive of  property  and  war  duty  oJi  malt,  50,851,672 

Ireland. 

Cusloms, 

1,496,593 

Excise  and  assessed  taxes. 

1,985.933 

Stamps, 

400,827 

Posl-olficc, 

65,538 

Miscellaneous, 

155,034 

Total  net  revenue  of  Irelairl, 

4,103,931 

Total  net  revenue  of  Great  Britain  and 
li-elanel,  including  property  and  war 
duty  on  malt. 

54,939,837 

Deduct  receipt  upon  property  and  war 
duly  on  malt. 

34,234 

Total  net  revenue  of  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland,  exclusive  of  property,  and 
1 war  duty  on  malt. 

54,955,603 

EXPENDITURE. 

Army,  1.7,705,000 

extra  expense  in  Ireland,  220,000 

7,925,000 

Navy, 

5, 480, 000- 

Ortlinance, 

1,200/00 

Miscellaneous,'  1,550,000 

Extra  expense  in  Ireland;  150,000 

1,700,000 

Greenwich  hospital,  out-pensioners 

310,000 

Interest  on  exchequer  bills, 

16^615,000 

1,200,000 

17,815,00a 
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RF.ncCTION  OF  DEBT. 

Sinking  fund  on  exchequer  bills  290,000 
To  pay  holders  of  5 percents,  2,801,000 
Dehcieney  of  ways  and  means 

1821,  290,456 

Total  for  reduction  of  Debt,  3,381,456 


Reduction  of  unfunded  debt,.  21,196,456 

Exchequer  hills,  29,000,000 

Irish  treasury  bills,  1,000,000 

Bills  for  public  works  and  churches,  368,330 

30,368,330 

Total,  51,564,786 


The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  entered  into  a 
statement  of  the  probable  expenses  of  the  year 
1822,  and  taking- them  on  the  scale  of  the  present 
year,  assuming  that  the  revenue  would  be  consid- 
erably increased,  and  that  the  unfunded  debt  would 
be  very  much  diminished,  he  expressed  a strong 
hope  that,  at  t!ie  conclusion  of  that  year,  there 
would  also  be  ibund  a clear  surplus  of  5,000,009/. 
T'hus,  in  the  two  year.s.  the  amount  of  surplus  re- 
venue above  the  expenditure  would  be  10,000,000/. 


African  Treaty. 

The  following  copy  ot  the  treaty  entered  into  at 
Cape  Mesurado  is  a curiosity  well  worth  preser- 
vation. 


Jfgrcement  f'tr  ihe  cession  and  purchase  of  lands  e?i- 
tered  into  bet-weeu  the  agents  of  the  .dmerican  coloni- 
Nation  society,  and  the  king  and  head  men  of  Cape 
^Mesurado . 

Know  all  men,  That  this  contract,  made  on  the 
lifleenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  tlionsand  eight  liundred  twenty-one,  between 
king  Peter,  king  George,  king  Zoda  and  king  I.ong 
Peter,  tlieir  jirmces  and  head  men,  ol  the  one  part; 
and  captain  Robert  F.  Stockton  and  Eli  Ayres,  of 
ihe  other  pan,  vvitnesseth,  'I'liat  whereas  certain 
persons,  citizens  td'  the  Ltnited  Slates  of  America, 
are  desirous  to  establish  themselves  on  the  Western  | 
Coast  of  Africa- and  have  invested  captain  Robert  j 
F.  Stockton  and  Eh  Ayres  with  full  powers  to  treat  j 
with  and  purchase  from  us  the  said  kings,  princes, 


and  head  men,  certain  lands,  viz:  Dozoa  Island,  and 
also  all  that  portion  of  land  bounded  north  and 
west  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  on  the  south  and  east 
Ijy  a line  drawn  in  a south  east  direction,  from  the 
north  of  Mesurado  river,  ^VE,  the  said  kings,  princes 
and  head  men,  being  fully  convinced  of  the  pacific 
and  just  views  of  the  s.xid  cilizebs  of  America,  and 
being  desirous  to  reciprocate  the  friendship  and 
afiection  expressed  for  us  and  our  people,  Do  ukue 
nr,  in  consideration  of  so  much  paid  in  hand,  viz: 
six  muskets,  one  box  beads,  two  hogsheads  tobac 
bo,  one  cask  gunpowder,  six  bars  iron,  ten  iron 
pots,  one  dozen  knives  and  forks,  one  dozen  spoons, 
six  pieces  blue  bafta,  four  hats,  three  coats,  three 
pair  shoes,  one  box  pipes,  one  keg*  nails,  twenty 
looking  glasses,  three  pieces  handkerchiefs,  three 
pieces  calico,  three  canes,  four  umbrellas,  one  box 
soap,  one  barrel  rum;  and  to  be  paid,  the  following: 
three  casks  tobacco,  one  box  pipes,  three  barrels 
TAim,  twelve  pieces  cloth,  six  bars  iron,  one  box 
beads,  fifty  knives,  twenty  looking  glasses,  ten  iron 
pots  diflerent  sizes,  twelve  guns,  three  barrels  gun- 
powder, one  dozen  plates,  one  dozen  knives  and 
forks,  twenty  hats,  five  casks  beef,  five  barrels 
pdfk,  ten  harrels  biscuit,  twelve  decanters,  twelve 


I 


glass  tumblers,  and  fifty  shoes,  foreveh  cede  aro 
RELiNduisii  the  above  described  lands,  with  all 
thereto  appertaining  or  belonging,  or  reputed  so  to 
belong,  to  captain  Robert  F.  Stockton  and  Eli  Ayres, 
TO  ii.tvE  AND  TO  HOLD  the  Said  premises,  for  the- 
use  of  these  said  citizens  of  America.  And  we,  the 
said  kings,  and  princes,  and  head  men,  do  further 
pledge  ourselves  that  we  are  the  lawful  owners  of 
the  above  described  land,  without  manner  of  con- 
dition, limitation,  or  other  matter. 

The  contracting  parties  pledge  themselves  to 
live  in  peace  and  friendship  for  ever;  and  do  fur-* 
ther  contract,  not  to  make  war,  or  otherwise  mo- 
lest or  disturb  each  other. 

We  the  kings,  princes,  and  head  men,  for  a 
proper  consideration  by  us  received,  do  f^urther 
agree  to  build  for  the  use  of  the  said  citizens  of 
America,  six  Urge  houses  on  any  place  selected  by 
them  within  the  above  described  tract  of  ceded  land. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  kings,  princes,  and 
head  men,  of  the  one  parr,  and  captain  Robert  F. 
Stockton  and  Eh  Ayres,  of  the  other  part,  do  set 
their  hands  to  this  covenant  oa  the  day,  and  year 
above  written, 

(Signed)  King  Peter,  X his  mark. 

King  George,  td  his  mark. 

King  Zoda,  his  mark. 

King  Long  Peter,  his  mark. 

King  Governor,  X his  mark. 

King  Jimmy,  X liis  mark. 

(Signed)  Captain  Robert  F.  StockWn. 

Eli  Ayres,  M.  D, 

Witness: 

"(Signed)  John  S.  Mill, 

John  Craig. 

Agreement  luith  J.  S.  JWU. 

I HEDEur  coNTUACT,  foT  the  Consideration  of  bho 
barrel  of  rum,  one  tierce  of  tobacco,  one  barrel  of 
bread,  one  barrel  of  beef,  one  barrel  of  pork,  and 
one  jiiece  of  trade  cloth,  to  give  to  captain  R.  F, 
Stockton  and  Eli  Ayres,  all  my  right  and  title  to 
tlie  houses  situated  on  the  land  bought  by  them  on 
Cape  Mesurado. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  signed  my 
name,  on  this  sixteenth  day  of  December  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

(Signed)  JOHN  S.  MILL. 

Wiines.s: 

(Signed)  Charles  Carey,  X his  mark. 

William  Rodgers  X his  mark. 

We  promise  to  present  to  Charles  Carey,  one 

(Signed)  R.  F.  STOCKTON. 

ELI  AYRES. 


Foreign  Miaister.s  of  the  U.  Statej^, 

Among  the  papers  hud  before  congress  at  the 
last  session,  was  a report  I'rom  the  secretary  of  state 
‘‘shewing  the  amount  of  money  paid  as  salaries, 
outfits  and  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  minis- 
ters since  the  year  1800,  and  the  amount  paid  to 
each.”  The  following  recapitulation  takes  in  every 
thing  that  can  be  generally  useful  for  reference  as 
to  this  subject. 

P.  stands  for  minister  plenipotentiary.  E. 
E.  and  M,  P.  for  envoy  ex/raordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiai y — these  abbreviations  were  necessa- 
ry to  mechanical  convenience  in  printing  the  table. 
We  have  also  arranged  it  so  that  the  different  mis- 
sions, 6;c.  of  the  several  gentlemen  are  placed  to- 
gether, that  the  amounts  paid  to  each  may  be  raora 
easily  ascertained  by  such  as  desire  it. 
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The  cause  of  the  Greeks. 

FROM  THE  IIVERPOOL  MERCCRT. 

Lord  Erskine,  whose  early  career  was  distinguish- 
ed by  his  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  his  own 
country,  is  a genuine  cosmopolite,  whose  motto  ap- 
pears to  be,  “The  world  my  home,  and  doing  good 
my  religion/*  I'o  his  immortal  honor,  the  lively 
interest  he  lias  manifested  to  the  cause  of  regene 
rated  Greece  presents  a striking  contrast  to  the 
slavish  and  criminal  apathy  with  which  we  blush  to 
ow'n  our  countrymen  liave  witnessed  the  fate  ot  a 
struggling  and  gallant  peoplej  towards  whom  our 
national  habits  and  earliest  predilections  ought  to 
have  inspired  the  deepest  sympathy.  His  lordship  s 
appeal,  from  which  we  subjoin  a few  passages,  is 
addressed  to  the  earl  of  Liverpool;  and  if  it,  in  any 
degree,  operates  favorably  upon  the  approaching 
congress,  we  shall  greatly  rejoice.  For  our  own 
parts,  we  have  very  little  hope  that  a liberal  spirit 
will  ever  find  its  way  into  the  deliberations  of  the 
holy  alliance. 

” “We  hail  the  appearance  of  this  production 
(says  the  J\lorning  Chronicle')  as  the  harbinger  ot 
better  fortune  to  the  cause  of  that  unfortunate  peo- 
ple. Heligion  and  humanity  have  here  guided  the 
pen  of  this  amiable  and  venerable  nobleman,  whose 
voice  lias  so  often  and  so  successfully  been  already 
raised  in  behalf  of  the  oppressed;  and  the  heart 
that  can  read  his  powerful  appeal  unmoved,  must 
be  torpid  indeed.  On  the  religious  part  of  the  com- 
munity, w’e  are  warranted  in  believing  that  it  will 
produce  a strong  and  durable  impression.” 

His  lonlship  commences  with  informing  lord  Li- 
verpool that  “he  is  solemnly  and  indispensably 
forced,  by  itduiy  paramount  to  that  of  a statesman, 
to  m;  ke  an  instant  effort  to  engage  the  nations  i-i 
rdliance  wiUi  this  country,  to  overthrow  the  cruel 
dominion  ot  unpi  incipkd,  incorrigible  barbaria«s, 
ever  a ciiristian  people,  struggling  for  freedom  and 
independence.” 

'fhe  noble  writer  then  proceeds  as  follows: 

“ » he  freehold  of  the  Greeks,  if  I may  so  describe 
the  jiossessiona  of  that  nation,  comprehend  Thr.ice, 
Macedonia,  Thessaly,  Epirus,  Achaia,  Peloponne- 
sus,  and  Negropont,  &c.  w'itb  most  of  the  islands  in 
the  Archipelago,  the  Ionian  islands  amongst  the 
number,  they  being  sometimes  called  ionians  on 
tiiat  account.  They  were  masters  of  the  celebrat. 
ed  cities,  with  their  districts,  of  Athens,  Sparta, 
I'iiehes,  Corinth,  and  Myesne,  b.c.  and  were  a most 
refined  and  celebrated  people.  Classicallearning, 
so  justly  encouraged  in  all  countries  as  indispensa- 
ble, derives  its  principal  sources  from  their  sub- 
lime superiority  in  poetry  and  eloquence,  which, 
ill  the  lapse  of  so  many  ages,  have  found  no  com- 
petition; and,  even  at  this  hour,  to  inspire  those 
who  are  to  live  after  us  w'ith  the  most  exalted  sen- 
riments,  with  contempt  of  danger,  and  the  sacred 
love  of  their  country — we  make  them  stoop  at  their 
desks,  in  their  earliest  years,  over  the  histories  of 
ilieir  illustrious  forefathers,  in  periods  when  the  no- 
olest  of  our  own  were  in  the  woods.  The  claim, 
Mierefore,  of  the  Greeks,  with  the  aid  of  all  chris 
tendom,  to  a free  and  undisturbed  territory,  com. 
’nensuruley  at  least,  luith  the  present  populationy  is  the 
clearest  in  human  annals,  whilst  the  dominion  of  the 
Turks,  who  overpower  and  oppress  them,  is  the 
most  audacious  usurpation.  They  began,  extended, 
and  completed  their  ravages  under  the  mask  of  im- 
posture, impiously  pretending  to  a commission  from 
heaven  for  the  desolation  of  ti>e  earth. 

“All  that  I ask  of  the  Uritish  government,  through 
your  lordship,  is  an  instemt,  faithful^  end  strenuous 


exeriiovy  to  engage  our  allies  in  this  great  cause  ot 
humanity,  without  giving  rise  (as  I arsert  it  could 
not)  to  any  probable,  or,  rather,  possible  contest, 
which  could  deserve  the  name  of  war. 

“It  cannot  be  questioned,  that,  by  thus  taking  the 
lead  for  the  deliverance  of  the  Greeks,  we  should 
lay  the  foundation  of  an  endless  gratitude,  be  ad- 
vantaged by  their  returning  power  and  commerce, 
while  we  were  snatching  from  the  desert  the  most 
fertile  provinces,  and  redeeming  from  their  abject 
slavery  and  contagious  pestilence,  the  noblest  peo- 
ple of  the  ancient  world. 

“But  it  is  objected  that  the  Greeks  are  not  less 
savagely  cruel  than  the  Turks.  / -will  not  hear  such 
a charge — the  gentlest  animals  which  Providence 
has  subjected  to  us,  patient  of  labor,  and  licking  the 
benevolent  hand  that  feeds  them,  when  maddened 
with  tenor  and  goaded  by  barbarous  oppression, 
will  change  on  a sudden  all  the  cliaracteristics  of 
their  original  natures,  and  overthrow  every  thing  in 
their  course.  To  judge  of  what  the  Greeks,  under 
good  government,  are  capable  of  being,  we  have  only 
to  look  back  to  what  they  have  been.  Their  pedi- 
grees,  in  which  we  can  trace  so  many  great  men, 
who  never  should  have  died,  ought  to  protect  them 
from  the  Saracens,  who  cannot  show,  in  all  their 
escutcheons,  a single  mart  ivho  should  have  lived. 

Well  then  may  we  exclaim  to  such  miscreants, 
in  the  language  of  Milton — 

“Lift  not  thy  spear  against  the  Muse's  bower, 

'•The  great  tEmathian  conqueror  bid  spare 
“The  house  of  Pandarus,  when  temple  and  tower 
“Went  to  the  ground.'* 

“But,  although  1 have  thus  endeavored,  agains.t 
my  most  predominant  feelings,  to  expel  from  mV 
indignant  views,  cruelties  by  whomsoever  commit- 
ted, and,  ill  protection  of  the  unfortunate  Greeks, 
have  covered  them  with  the  veil  which  our  imper- 
fect natures  entitle  me  to  throw  over  them;  yet,  let 
it  be  remembered,  that  what  I have  written  con- 
cerning them,  applies  only  to  unpremeditated  in- 
iiumanity,  such  as,  v/hen  hunted  like  wild  beasts, 
they  have  turned  upon  their  pursuers,  but  that  bar» 
barous  retaliations  can  receive  no  pardon — it  con- 
tinued when  tlicy  are  contending,  as  a nation,  for 
their  religion  and  freedom.  I rejoice  that  they  are 
advanced  in  that  condition,  that  they  are  marshal- 
ling  armies,  that  they  arc  hying  the  foundations  of 
a civil  government;  and  I feel  confident  that  they 
will  henceforth  remember  that  they  are  soldiers  and 
Christians, 

“That  our  influence  cOnld  fail,  if  faithfully  exert- 
ed, I cannot  bring  my  mind  to  believe.  I might  ask 
those  who  were  the  warmest  advocates  for  the  war, 
and  who  hold  the  highest  its  h-appy  termination, 
and  the  eminence  on  which  it  has  placed  us,  what 
THEv  would  think,  if  it  could  be  doubted,  that  if  we 
spiqke  the  word  we  should  be  obeyed P The  mis- 
fort'ane  is,  my  lord,  that  ~vedid?iot  speak  it  at  a time 
when  many  of  the  enormities  which  have  taken 
place,  and  for  a long  time  must  follow,  might  have 
been  averted,  and  1 fear  that  we  may  be  »o  w under 
great  embarrassment  in  holding  a different  course. 
I am  convinced  that  it  has  been  entirely  owing  to 
the  system  which  the  governments  of  Europe  have 
too  long  been  pursuing,  that  the  great  work  of  hu- 
manity and  justice  has  not  long  ago  been  complete, 
and  the  only  dilflcalty  I can  foresee  to  its  instant 
accomplishment  is,  that,  perhaps,  we  ourselves 
must  retrace  some  of  our  steps  in  taking  the  lead 
to  give  it  effect.  Our  alliance  with  the  Porte  ought 
to  have  been  long  ago  removed  out  of  the  way,  as 
being  unworthy  of  the  British  government  and 
people;  and,  without  contending  that  we  should  at 
on<re  buve  resented  by  hostility  their  monstroqs  ini- 
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quities,  3’et,  if  not  a man  in  Enf^land  were  prepared 
to  second  my  opinion,  I should  assert,  that  it  would 
have  become  us  to  withdraw  our  ambassador  from 
Constantinople,  and  reject  such  a banditti  as  our 
allies,  'Die  king  of  Great  Britain  ought  not  to  be 
styled  the  brother  of  the  Sultan,  whilst  thedesola> 
lation  of  Scioandthe  butchery  of  the  hostages  are 
nnatoned  for.  Those  authorized  murders  are  not 
the  acts  of  a civilized  nation.  ‘The  voice  of  their 
blood,*  like  that  of  the  hrst  victim  of  violence,  ‘cries 
unto  God  out  of  the  ground;’  and  the  judgment  of 
God  ought  to  be  an  example  to  the  nations  who 
worship  him — 'Lsi  them  be  fugitives  and  vagabonds 
upon  the  earth '' 

«My  observations,  my  lord,  upon  this  afflicting 
subject,  are  drawing  fist  to  their  close.  It  has  been 
for  some  time  no  secret  that  a congress  is  to  be  held 
upon  the  continent,  where  the  subject  of  the  Greeks 
cannot  but  come  under  consideration,  and  that  we 
are  to  be  represented  at  it  by  some  minister  of  stale . 
It  was  this  which  determined  me,  without  a mo- 
ment’s delay,  to  write  and  to  publish  this  letter; 
because  it  would  have  been  too  late  to  make  any 
useful  appeal  to  your  lordship  or  the  public,  after 
we  had  taken  our  part,  and,  perhaps,  concurred  in 
measures  which  I could  then  only  uselessly  dissent 
from. 

“If  this  congress  of  sovereigns  and  their  minis- 
ters is  only  to  have  for  its  object  the  renewed  sup- 
port of  principles  and  projects  already  too  notori 
ous,  and  if,  to  avoid  any  incongruity  ’or  departure 
from  the  system  hitherto  acted  upon,  Turkey  is  to 
.he  sanctimoniously  upheld  as  a legitimate  sovereignty , 
and  the  Greeks  are  to  be  sacrificed,  or  in  any  manner 
compromised,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  the  subjects 
of  the  Forte,  and  bound  by  their  allegiance,  though 
against  their  universal  toill,  to  obedience  and  peace, 
I desire  hereby  to  express  my  abhorrence  of  com- 
prehending this  country  in  such  an  odious  combi- 
nation, and  I am  confident  that  the  great  mass  of 
the  British  people  will  join  me  in  my  protest.  My 
alarm  as  \.o  future,  my  lord,  is  justified  by  what 
is  past.  The  conduct  of  Russia  is  quite  inexplica- 
ble upon  any  other  ground  than  that  she  has  been, 
recentlyt  at  least,  acting  in  concert  with  the  conti- 
nental powers,  and  ourselves,  perhaps,  along  with 
them,  had  taken  no  steps  for  any  establishment  for 
the  Greeks,  nor  were  preparing  to  provide  for  them 
any  security  whatsoever.” 
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Thomas  Jefferson,  James  JSladison  and  James  J\'Ion- 
roe  lately  met,  like  private  persons,  at  Charlotte 
ville,  or  as  ordinary  visitors  to  the  University  ol 
Virginia. 

Florida.  The  legislative  council  have  agreed  to 
wear  crape  for  sixty  days,  in  testimony  of  resjiect 
for  their  late  president.  Dr.  James  C.  Bronaugh, 
This  late  valued  man  fell  a victim  to  his  disinte- 
rested zeal  in  attending  the  sick  at  Pensacola. 

Washington  City.  The/rsf  bell  erected  in  this 
city  for  public  purposes,  was  placed  in  the  tower 
of  the  Unitarian  church  on  the  11th  instant, 

Close  polling.  An  election  was  held  last  week  in 
the  district  composed  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia  and  county  of  Delaware,  (under  the 
former  apportionment),  to  supply  a vacancy  in  the 
present  congress — the  amount  of  votes  was  11,953, 
of  which  col.  Forrest  had  a majority  of  one, 

Philadelphia.  Robert  Wharton,  esq.  is  re-elected 
mayor. 


JVtJw  Jersey,  The  elections  in  this  state  were 
held  last  week  No  opposition  was  made  to  the 
republican  candidates  for  congress;  to  the  council 
9 republicans  and  4 federalists  are  returned;  to  the 
assembly  30  republicans  and  12  federalists — majori- 
ty in  joint  meeting  twenty  three. 

The  gentlemen  elected  to  congress  are  Messrs. 
Lewis  Condict,  Geo.  Cassedy,  Sa  nuel  Swan,  Geo. 
Holcombe,  James  Matlack  and Garrison. 

Delaware  election.  The  returns  are  now  publish- 
ed and  shew  tl)at  Louis  McLane  is  re  elected  to 
congress  by  a majority  of  639  votes—  and  that  Da- 
niel Rodney  is  chosen  to  supply  the  place  of  C.  A. 
Rodney,  in  the  present  congress;  ihese  are  “fede- 
ralists,”  though  a “republican”  governor  has  been 
elected  by  a m .joriiy  of  22  votes.  The  legi'-lature, 
for  nearly  the  first  time  we  believe,  has  a decided 
republican  majority. 

^Maryland  election.  The  following  is  a list  of  the 
members  of  congress  lately  ciios  n in  this  s.  ,.te — 
Peter  Little,  Samuel  Smith,  Joseph  Kent,  He  y R. 
Warfield,  Raphael  Neale,  re-elected.  1 o nas 
Hayward,  jr.  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Wright,  G orge 
K Mitchell,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Read,  J..  . ; S. 
Spence,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Bayly,  and  John  Lee, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Nelson — tlie  old  members  in 
each  of  those  cases  having  declined  a poll. 

JVIore  mities  in  JVorth  Carolina.  Gclci  and  silver, 
as  well  as  lead,  in  considerable  quantities,  have 
lately  been  discovered  in  Lincoln  county,  in  the 
state  of  North  Carolina. 

JMad  dogs.  A London  paper  states  that  the  hy- 
drophobia prevailed  to  such  a degree  in  New  York 
and  Phdadelphia,  that  the  military  had  been  called 
out  to  kill  the  dogs! 

A tyger,  weighing  92  lbs.  and  measuring  6 feet 
3 inches,  was  lately  killed  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Blakely,  Alabama. 

Squirrels.  In  some  parts  of  Ohio,  these  animals 
are  so  numerous  as  to  threaten  the  destruction  of 
whole  crops  of  com.  Thousands  of  them  are  killed 
by  hunting  parties,  without  an  apparent  diminution 
of  their  numbers.  A Cadiz  paper  says  “they  are 
literally  thronging  the  streets  and  house  tops  of 
our  villages  every  day”  - -2,351  of  them  were  killed 
by  a party  of  eleven  men  in  tour  days. 

Geese  James  Sisson,  esq.  v\lio  resides  near 
Warren,  R t.  lias  a breed  of  geese,  that  weigh,  when 
fatted,  20  lbs.  or  upwards  a p.ece.  'I’lie  old  ones 
were  imported  from  Germany,  and  the  young  broods 
appear  to  do  well. 

jYexvspapet  s.  For  tlie  first  eigbty  years  after 
the  British  colonies  began  to  be  set; led,  (says  Dr. 
Dwight),  there  were  no  newspapers  printed  in  any 
of  them.  The  first  was  the  Mass 'Chusetts  Gazette, 
originally  the  Boston  Weekly  Newsletter,  which 
was  published  in  1704.  'I'iiere  were  only  7 pub- 
lished before  1750.  In  1755  there  were  26  on  the 
continent,  and  5 in  the  West  India  Islands. 


The  Massachusetts  Gazette 
New  England  Courant 
Pennsylvania  Gazette 
South  Carolina  Gazette 
Boston  Evening  Post 
New-York  Gazette  ^ 

Pennsylvania  Journal 
Maryland  Gazette 
New  York  Mercury 
Boston  Gazette 
Connecticut  . . . 

Boston  Post  Boy 
Portsmouth  Mercury 


began 


1704 

1721 

1728 

1734 

1735 
174^. 
1742 
1745 
1751 

1754 

1755 
1757 
1765 
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(rj'l'he  st'concl,  ami  mucli  improved,  edi»  ion  of  a 
very  valuable  pamphlet,  lias  appeared  at  Philadel 
phia,  entitled  “Desultory  facts  and  observations, 
illustrative  of  the  past  and  present  situation  and 
future  prospects  of  the  United  States:  embraclnj:^  a 
view  of  the  causes  of  the  late  bankruptcies  at  Bos- 
ton. To  which  is  annexed,  a sketch  of  the  restric- 
tive systems  of  the  principal  nations  of  Christen 
doin.  By  a Pennsylvanian.” 

Mr.  Mathew  Carey  is  understood  to  be  the  Wri- 
ter of  this  pamphlet — it  is  one  of  the  best  produc- 
tions of  his  prolific  and  powerful  pen,  and  jiresents 
a ^reat  variety  of  facts  and  remarks  that  are  entit- 
led to  the  most  profound  consideration,  and  we 
wish  that  it  was  in  the  hands  of  every  thinking- 
man  in  the  United  States.  The  great  purpose  of 
it  is  to  shew  the  imjjortance  of  the  home  rr»arket, 
and  illustrate  the  ?iecessilt/  of  it  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  naiion.fast  retrograding  hy  excessive  importa- 
tions of  foreign  goods  and  ruinous  drains  of  the 
j>recious  metals — the  consequence  of  which  is 
bankruptcy  and  distress.  These  things  are  demon- 
strated by  many  authentic  tables — to  which,  as  well 
as  the  pamphlet  generally,  we  shall  hereafter  libe- 
rally refer. 

One  or  two  things  we  shall  Just  notice  now:  It  is 
shewn  that  the  price  of  cotton  has  declined  at  Li- 
verpool from  34  pence,  in  1814,  to  8 pence,  in 
1822;  that,  from  January  to  June,  in  the  present 
year,  tlie  imports,  at  the  three  ports  of  Boston,  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  exceeded  the  exports  by 
150  per  cent,  or,  in  the  sum  of  19,000,000  dol- 
lars, [in  both  cases,  exclusive  of  specie];  that  tiie 
returns  of  the  custom-houses,  for  the  last  quarter 
of  the  lust  year  and  two  quarters  of  the  present, 
so  far  as  they  were  received  at  the  treasury,  give 
an  import  of  specie  and  bullion  to  the  value  of 
^1,913,415,  and  an  export  thereof  to  the  amount 
or  §10,095,468 — being  a balance  of  more  tiian  eight 
millions  against  us;  that,  in  January,  1814,  the  Bos- 
ton banks  had  4,945,444  dollars  in  their  vaults— in 
the  same  month,  1821,  only  2,435,188 - in  the  same 
month  of  the  present  }ear,  but  936,427,  and  on  the 
22dof.lune  last,  only  the  sum  of  406,275!!!  If  these 
facts  are  not  calculated  to  put  the  people  to  think- 
it!£;  and  actixg,  we  know  not  what  will  do  it. 

(L^TtiE  suppLKMEXT.  It  was  mentioned  during 
the  past  summer,  that  a supplement  would  be 
])ublis!ied  for  the  volume  of  the  Hegisteu  just 
closed.  The  unprecedented  drought  kept  back  a 
supply  of  paper  and  delayed  its  progress — and  since 
then,  a variety  of  circumstances  have  retarded  its 
publication  so  long  that,  after  consideration,  we 
have  resolved  to  issue  it  as  belonging  to  the  current 
volume,  and  shall  take  care  to  have  it  finished  by 
the  first  week  in  March  next,  the  larger  part  being 
already  printed. 

I'his  change  is  not  materitil  to  any  one,  and,  In 
deed,  will  tend  to  make  the  supplement  more  valu- 
able; but  the  fact  should  be  stated,  that  gentlemen 
may  have  their  twenty  second  volume  bound  with 
Out  waiting  any  longer  for  it.  It  shall  be  duly  for 
warded,  (and  in  due  season),  for  the  twenty  third, 
or  current  volume,  to  those  who  have  or  shall  have 
ordered  it. 
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Capt  Mull.  It  is  understood  that  the  proceed- 
ings had  in  the  case  of  this  celebrated  officer,  (at 
his  own  request),  have  resulted  in  his  complete 
acquittal.  The  testimony,  &.C.  it  is  said,  will  make 
two  octavo  volumes. 

As  msGHACEPUL.  \Vc  noticed  in  our  last  the 
publication  of  tliree  volumes  of  cases  of  adultery  and 
fornication  in  England,  as  being  disgraceful  to  the 
society  of  that  country — but  our  own  newspapers 
have  column  after  column,  sometimes  as  much  as 
three  columns  at  a time,  of  the  foul  and  filthy  pro- 
ductions of  two  persons,  whose  noise  about  their  de- 
sign to  kill  one  another  was  equally  disgusting  as 
that  which  they  now  say  about  each  other — and 
this  wretched  stuff  finds  it  way  into  some  of  our  best 
conducted  periodical  works,  for  the  edification  of 
those  who  desire  instruction  in  the  use  of  bad 
words  and  abominable  epithets! 

Glass.  An  extensive  establishment  for  the  m.!- 
nufacture  of  glass,  is  about  to  be  made  at  Ipswich, 
Mass. 

Canals.  The  w'ateris  about  to  be  let  into  ano- 
ther section  of  the  great  Erie  canal,  so  that  a com- 
munication will  be  opened  from  Schenectady  to 
Rochester — the  distance  is  about  iioo  hundred  miles, 

A letter  from  Whitehall  states  that  the  northern 
canal  is  in  full  operation,  and  that  great  quantities 
of  plank  are  daily  passing  the  locks  at  that  place. 

Bank  of  the  U.  S.  There  is  a great  apparent 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  person  who  shall  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Cheves,  as  president  of  this  institution. 
Public  opinion  seemed  to  be  in  favor  of  Mr.  Galla- 
tin,  but  it  is  stated  that  he  has  absolutely  declined, 
and  some  half  a dozen  are  named  for  the  office, 
about  to  become  highly  important.  The  time  has 
nearly  arrived  when  the  mammoth  power  of  this 
establishment  may  be  felt — and  it  wi'l  soon  be  felt 
to  the  whole  extent  long  since  predicted,  unless 
there  should  again  be  some  great  mismai;agement 
of  its  concerns:  we  shall  know  what  this  bank  is 
before  the  bonds  given  for  the  payment  of  duties 
on  goods  imported  during  the  present  year  are  can- 
celled; and  there  is  no  sort  of  doubt  on  my  mind, 
that  the  public  suffering  will  coerce  the  adoption 
of  some  measures  to  embai’rass  the  operations  of 
the  institution.  Much,  however,  will  depend  on  the 
administration  of  its  affairs — and  a liberal  and  en- 
lightened, as  well  as  an  honest  man  for  its  presi- 
dent, may  do  a great  deal  to  promote  its  popularity, 
without  diminishing  the  profits  which  ought  to  be 
rightfully  made.  But,  if  the  president  shall  be  the 
tool  of  a Junto,  the  public  and  the  stockholders 
must  look  out  for  troublesome  times  and  much  coii* 
fusion,  and  no  small  amount  of  loss. 

Health.  The  eastern  states  have  been,  and  re- 
main to  be,  generally  healthy — there  was  a little 
alarm  of  fever  at  one  or  two  pla  es,  but  it  soon 
subsided  The  same  remark  applies  lo  the  s-uio 
of  Nevv.York,  except  the  city,  in  wiiich,  however, 
ihere.  is  a decrease  of  cases  of  fever,  and  the  peo- 
ple begin  to  look  lo  u speedy  ivturn  to  their  homes. 
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riiilacleiphia  is  healthy,  but  some  places  in  Pcnn- 
sylvtinia  have  been  severely  afflicted  with  a high 
bilious  fever,  such  as  we  call  the  yellow  fever, 
when  it  appears  in  our  cities — Delaw'are  has  been 
like  situated,  except  tliat  the  cases  have  been  less 
malignant.  Though  a small  part  of  Baltimore  has 
been  infected,  the  rest  of  the  city  has  been  quite 
as  healthy  as  any  other  part  of  Maryland — much 
more  so  than  many  parts.  Some  spots  in  Virginia 
liave  been  quite  sickly;  but  the  southern  states 
and  cities  have  been  more  than  usually  healthy,  j 
except  New  Orleans  and  Pensacola.  The  former 
of  these  were  remarkably  free  from  fever  until 
about  the  1st  of  September,  when  it  broke  out  with 
great  lury,  so  that,  up  to  the  28th  cf  that  month,  it 
was  believed  that  from  7 to  800  persons  had  died  of 
it  60  new  cases  were  reported  on  the  24th;  out  of 
one  vessel,  wdth  a crew  of  16  persons,  tliere  were 
15  iniennents;  all  business  was  nearly  at  a stand, 
though  ii  is  said  that  not  one  native  of  Louisiana 
has  died.  Pensacola,  at  the  last  dates,  remained 
nearly  deserted — the  fever  v as  dreadfully  fatal  at 
this  place;  of  two  hundred  persons  attacked  with 
it,  only  four  are  known  to  have  recovered;  so  says 
a letter  therefrom.  Several  of  the  tovvns  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio,  situate  on  the  great  rivers,  have 
sull’ered  severely;  but  the  rest  of  these  states  are 
healthy.  Detroit  has  been  much  afflicted — the  pre- 
vailing disease  is  called  the  typhus.  The  season, 
generally,  has  been  sickly — which,  in  many  parts, 
Is  attributed  to  the  remarkable  drought  that  we 
had. 

Vjellow,  or  maltgxant  fever.  Without  any  pre- 
'tensions  to  the  medical  character,  vve  have  thought 
that  a few  common  sense  remarks,  drawn  from 
much  personal  observation  and  considerable  enqui- 
ry, may  have  a tendency  to  humanize  the  feelings  of 
some,  in  respect  to  others,  afflicted  with  this  awful 
malady.  If  the  disease  which  partially  visited  Bal- 
timore in  1819  and  1821,  and  more  slightly  in  the 
present  year,  was  the  ‘ yellow  fever,”  (as  all  the 
doctoissay  that  it  was,  or  a grade  of  bilious  which 
amounts  to  the  same  thing),  we  feel  authorized  to 
speak  R little  about  it. 

In  .1819,  that  section  of  our  city  which  is  called 
the  “Point,”*  and  containing  about  an  eighth  part 
of  our  population,  was  pretty  generally  affected 
with  this  disease — 350  persons  (in  all)  died  of  it 
during  the  season,  and  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  that  section  abandoned  tkeir  homes,  about  1000 
being  encamped  and  supported  by  public  provision 
and  private  bounty.  In  1821,  a small  part  of  the 
same  district  was  afflicted;  the  deaths  therein,  by 
the  fever,  may  have  amounted  to  about  150,  and, 
perhaps,  a fifth  part  of  the  population  removed. 
!:  die  present  year,  1822,  a still  smaller  part,  and 
:■  new  place,  was  affected — but  the  deaths  may 
l.ive  a.mounted  to  130  or  150;  be9ause  there  were 
feu  er  removals,  not  more  than  an  eighth  or  a tenth 
» ■'  the  -whole  people  of  the  “Point”  having  fled  from 
the  disease. 

in  each  of  those  years,  such  as  left  their  homes 
g.^uendly  took  up  a temporary  residence  in  other 
piii  is  df  the  city-many,  with  their  bedding,  &c. 
in  the  mos'J  densely  populated  districts  and  neigh- 

^ i he  fever  also  prevailed  in  some  other  parts  of 
vi’.ri  ,ty — such  as  Smith’s  wharf,  Dugan’s  wharf,  &c. 
and  in  re  Were  a number  of  cases  in  Commerce 
j:treei,  &c.  but  the  noxious  matter  was  seemingly 

pelled  from  those  places  by  the  exertions  of  the 
board  of  health,  soon  after  its  appearance. 


borhoods;  and,  as  above  slated,  1000  were  encamp 
ed,  or  rather  accommodated  chiefly  in  two  adjacent 
rope-walks — yet  no  case  of  contagion  existed.  In 
1819,  about  thirty  per.sons  from  “the  infected  dis- 
tricts,” died  within  109  yards  of  my  own  dwelling, 
(where  my  fa-nriily  remained  as  unimpressed  with 
the  fear  of  catching  tlie  fever  as  if  iliey  had  been 
located  on  the  Allegany  mountains),  and  not  one 
person  received  the  disea-se  from  eiiher  of  them. 
Other  inslance.s  happened  in  1821  and  in  ilie  pre- 
j sent  season;  but  the  people  among  whom  they  c • 
curred  were  no  more  apprehensive  vif  t!ie  disease, 
as  being  contagious,  than  of  contagion  from  a bro- 
ken leg:  they  sympathized  with  the  sufrerers,  kind- 
ly attended  upon  ihcm,  and  the  neigiibovs  visited 
them  as  in  ordir.nrv  cases  of  siokoess,  'I’hese  ai  >. 
facts  within  my  own  knowledge  and  experience— 
and  beds  on  which  persons  died  of  the  “yellow  fe- 
ver,” were  slept  on  as  other  beds  are,  without  fear 
or  effect.  It  is  demonstrated,  then,  tliat  the  disease, 
is  not  contagious,  and  the  cause  of  humanity  i.s  ad- 
vanced by  tl»e  abundant  proof  of  it.  We  all  be- 
lieve it  imprudent,  uselessly  to  frequent  a district 
supposed  to  be  poisoned,  and  especially  at  night — 
but  all  communicate  as  freely  with  those  wlio  reside 
in  such  districts  as  with  any  other  persons  what- 
ever.  It  is  strictly  a heal  disease — 1 know  of  one 
house  in  a thickly  built  part  of  this  city,  wherein 
five  persons  sickened  (four  of  whom  died)  in  1819, 
without  a case  occurring  in  the  adjacent  houses — 
indeed,  the  immediate  neighborhood  was  quite 
healthy:  the  cause  was  ascertained  and  removed, 
and,  consequently,  the  effect  ceased.*  We  believe 
the  yellow  fever  may  be  produced  by  any  one  de- 
sirous of  doing  it,  in  a proper  season,  by  collections 
of  tilth,  especially  of  vegetable  matter,  exposed  to 
the  operations  of  the  v/eather;  and  suppose  that  the 
causes  of  it  are  at  most  times  within  the  power  of 
human  efforts,  thougii  they  may  not  be  within  pi>e- 
sent,  instant  means,  fhat  part  of  the  “Point”  which 
was  the  most  unhealthy  in  1819,  has  been  nearly,  U" 
not  altogether,  exempt  from  the  disease  in  the  pre- 
sent year — as  we  believe  from  the  vigorous  exer- 
tions of  the  board  of  health  in  1820.  'I’he  malady 
that  lately  prerailed  has  been  called  “bilicusfever,” 
but  is  of  the  same  character  as  that  which  has  af- 
fected various  parts  of  Maryland  and  the  states  ad- 
jacent. An  estimable  friend,  who  resided  on  a most 
delightful  spot  about  six  miles  from  Baltimore,  lost 
his  own  life  and  that  his  niece,  and  bis  lady  also- 
nearly  died,  from  having  visited  his  daughter  in 
Calvert  county  (who  perished  of  this  disease),  after 
their  return  home:  but  no  other  of  a very  numerous 
and  most  affectionate  family  were  afflicted  with  it. 


* Richmond,  OcU  14.  A mortality  has  afflicted  the 
family  of  Blandfield,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  which 
is  sufficient  to  touch  the  hardest  heart.  One  of  the 
interesting  daughters  was  the  first  to  fall  a victim. 
A second  soon  followed  her  to  the  tomb.  Dr.  Geo. 
Clark,  a son  in-law,  and  a highly  esteemed  physician 
of  Georgetown,  (D.  C.)  visited  the  family  to  admin- 
ister his  professional  services,  and  shared  the  same 
fate  on  last  Saturday  week.  The  father  himself,  and 
a respected  guest,  who  is  a lieutenant  in  the  navy, 
are  now  stretched  on  a bed  of  sickness-  7”‘ie  sick, 
indeed  the  whole  family,  are  scattered  among  the 
hospitable  neighbors.  It  is  much  to  be  apprehend- 
ed that  the  disease  has  put  on  the  type  of  yellow 
fever.  There  is  black  vomit  spoken  of.  ^It  is  said  the 
disease  is  ascribed^to  some  shingles  which  were 
mouldering  in  one  of  the  cellar  rooms,  for  some 
time  shut  up — the  room  was  opened,  and  the  fata  '- 
effiuvia  is  supposed  to  have  pert aded  the  ho?tsc. 
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It  is  useless  to  multiply  cases'^ — an  idea  that  the  dis- 
order which  we  have  had  in  Ilaltimore  is  contagioitSy 
cannot  be  tolerated.  There  is  not  a solitary  case 
to  support  the  preposterous  notion. 

The  city  of  New- York  has  been  a little  visited 
and  much  alarmed  with  the  “yellow  fever,”  for  some 
time  past.  It  has  been  publicly  stated  that  about 
30,000  persons  had  removed  from  the  “infected 
district,”  and  eslabli.shed  themselves  at  Greenwich, 
&c.  among  whom  were  many  of  the  principal  mer- 
chants, tor  the  disease  appeared  in  the  business- 
part  of  the  city.  Persons  and  their  goods  have  been 
received  at  Greenwich,  8tc.  from  the  “infected  dis- 
trict” without  apprehension  of  danger;  and  we  ven- 
ture to  say,  that  not  one  person  has  died  out  of  the 
“infected  district,”  in  consequence  of  receiving  the 
fever  from  persons  or  goods,  from  that  district. — 
This  broad  assertion  is  offered  from  much  observa- 
tion on  the  nature  of  the  disease — if  incorrect,  proof 
of  the  contrary  maybe  easily  furnished,  nay,  w'ould 
have  been  furnished;  because  some  in  X.  York  would 
rather  that  a man  should  doubt  the  Christian  reli- 
gion than  a contagious  principle  in  the  yellow  fever! 
Y’et,.  with  this  proof  at  their  own  doors,  in  the  “very 
teeth”  of  obstinate  demonstration,  the  authorities 
at  New- York  quarantined  vessels  from  Jiultiinore, 
during  the  present  seasoriy  vnlil  the  1st  of  JSToveniber 
ensuing.'^  though  they  must  have  known  that,  of 
our  60,000  inhabitants,  not  more  than  500  or  600 
had  even  removed  a few  hundred  yards,  to  avoid 
any  disease  prevailing  here — that  the  city,  proper, 
is  as  healthy  as  ever  it  was  at  this  time  of  the  year; 
that  the  people,  in  general,  have  no  sort  of  fear  of 
the  disorder,  and  tiiat  there  is  no  general  cause  for 
it!  What  strange  inconsistency — to  receive  persons 
and  goods  from  their  oim  “infected  district”  without 
apprehension  of  danger,  though  to  travel  the  dis- 
tance may  consume  only  half  an  hour’s  time,  and 
quarantine  vessels  from  Ualtimore,  loaded  at  and 
departing  from  places  not  liable  to  the  suspicion  of 
being  infected!  The  mystery  of  this  is  past  finding 
out,  and  we  shall  not  attempt  it.  But  we  do  hope 
that  the  time  of  such  things  has  nearly  passed  away, 
and  that  mighty  truth  will  soon  triumph  over  obsti- 
nate, inconsistent  prejudice.  It  is  very  possible  that 
vessels  iilled  with  noxious  matter,  may  cause  the 
decease  of  persons  by  the  yellow  fever,  who  inhale 
the  poison — but  the  disorder  will  not  spread  be- 

* There  is  one,  however,  that  deserves  a special 
notice.  John  JW Henry,  (colonel  of  one  of  our  Bal- 
timore regiments  of  militia,  and  son  of  the  former 
secretary  of  war,  after  whom  our  famous  little  tort 
was  named),  returning  from  the  springs,  stopped  at 
Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  there  seized 
with  a malady  at  that  time  prevailing  in  the  place. 
His  illness  being  reported,  his  brother-in-law,  John 
£.  Ilovjard,  Jun.  (general  of  one  of  o»r  brigades, 
undsoa  of  our  much  revered  revolutionary  veteran), 
went  on  to  administer  to  his  necessities,  and,  soon 
after  the  decease  of  colonel  M’Henry,  he  also  was 
taken  down,  and  died  with  a few  days  illness.  Now, 
this  malady  that  prevailed  at  Mercersburg  is  ex- 
aeily  the  same  as  that  which  has  afflicted  a small 
part  of  the  city  of  Baltimore — a high  bilious  fever; 
and,  at  a place  hitherto  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
healthy  in  the  country,  we  have  suddenly  lost  two 
of  our  most  estimable  citizens — who,  if  goodness  of 
heart,  enlightened  minds  and  overflowing  means 
could  have  saved  them,  would  not  have  left  us  so 
prematurely. 

f Since  the  preceding  w'as  in  type,  we  notice  that 
the  proclumaticn  esfabP^hiug  a quarantimi  is  re- 
voiced. 


yond  these,  unless  such  noxious  matler  aboufiiis  in 
the  district  to  be  acted  upon.  The  famous  cases  of 
the  U.  S.  ships  Macedonian  and  Hornet,  at  Nor  oik, 
are  precisely  in  point.  To  a certain  extent,  the 
quarantine  laws  may  be  useful — foul  vessels  should 
not  be  permitted  to  approach  our  large  cities  in 
several  of  the  months — their  filthy  matter  may  act 
on  a foul  atmosphere  like  a spark  on  a cask  of  gun- 
powder— but  even  so  witliont  a contagious  princi- 
ple; for  tlie  yellow  fever  will  not  prevail  in  any 
place  that  does  not  abound  w’ith  its  oivn  elements. 

In  several  little  towns  of  Virginia  and  ’’ennsylva- 
nia,  this  disease  has  pr^wailed  ten  times  more  se- 
verely than  in  New-York  or  Baltimore,  to  which, 
most  assuredly,  it  was  not  imported. 

Bolivar.  The  following  is  an  extract  of  a letter 
from  this  great  man  to  his  correspondent  in  Carac- 
cas.  If  our  own  loved  VVashinotoji  lived,  the  chief 
of  Colombia  might  Stand  beside  him,  without  fea^* 
of  disparagement  except  as  a copy  of  the  great 
original.  He  i.s,  surely,  about  the  most  illustri- 
ous soldier  and  statesman  of  his  day. 

“This  beautiful  country,  so  much  Colombian  and 
patriotic,  that  none  exceeds  it  in  these  sentiments, 
'is  very  fertile,  populous,  and  affords  the  best  hopesc 
it  will  form  the  grandest  department  of  Colombia, 
and  general  Sucre,  its  liberator,  will  commasd  it, 
with  the  greatest  applause  of  its  inhabitants. 

“I  shall  remain  here  some  months,  and  then,  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  I go  to  Bogota,  to  resign  my 
presidency,  because  1 have  fully  concluded  the  du- 
ties of  my  office  as  a soldier.  At  present  in  Colom- 
bia there  are  no  Spaniards,  and  thus  I have  conse- 
quently fulfilled,  beyond  my  hopes,  the  inestimable 
work  of  peace.  I owe  it  to  myself  to  resign  public 
affairs,  because  having  grown  grey  in  the  service 
of  my  country,  I ought  to  dedicate  the  remaining 
third  part  of  life,  to  my  glory  and  my  repose.” 

Napoleou.  When  the  British  had  violated  the 
rights  of  hospitality  and  all  laws,  divine  or  human# 
after  they  had  obtained  possession  of  the  person  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte,  they  called  him  “general;*' 
and  after  his  death  at  St.  Helena,  his  jailor.  Sir  Hud- 
son  Lowe,  refused  to  permit  the  following  tablet  to 
be  placed  on  his  coffin — 

**J\Tapoleon. 

‘VVe  a Ajaccio,  U 15  Jhut,  1789; 

**Mort  a Ste.  Helene,  le  5 •Wai,  1821.” 

Sir  Robert  IVilson  noticed  the  proceedingin  pai> 
liament — he  acquitted  lord  Londonderry  of  parti- 
cipation in  these  mean  and  ignoble  proceedings, 
■from  his  general  character,  and  from  the  liberal 
conduct  which  he  manifested  at  Chatillion,  which 
was  acknowledged  by  his  enemies,  and  more  parti- 
cularly after  having  sanctioned  that  treaty  of  Cha- 
tillion, which  has  never  been  made  public,  but 
whish  Sir  Robert  Wilson  had  in  his  possession,  anti 
the  first  article  of  which  he  read  in  the  house,  and 
to  the  authenticity  of  which  he  pledged  himself: — 
“In  the  name  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Indivisible 
Trinity,  their  imperial  majesties  the  emperors  of 
Austria  and  Russia,  his  majesty  the  king  of  tho 
united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  acting  in  the  name 
of  all  their  allies  on  the  one  part,  and  his  majesty 
the  emperor  of  the  French  on  the  other,  desiring  to 
cement  the  repose  and  future  welfare  of  Europe 
by  a solid  and  durable  peace  by  land  and  sea,  and 
having  named,  to  attain  this  salutary  ob  ject,  their 
plenipctontfaries,  hare  agreed  on  following  ar* 
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“Art.  1.  In  the  name  of  the  holy  and  indivisible 
trinity.  There  shall  be  peace  and  friendsijjp  be 
tween  their  majesties  the  emperors  of  Austria  and 
of  Kusssia,  the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Irelaiid,  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia, 
acting  in  the  same  time  in  the  name  of  their  allies, 
and  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  the  French,  their  heirs 
end  successors  in  all  perpetuity, — The  high  contract- 
ing parties  engage,  &c.  &c. 

(Signed)  “Adeiideejt, 

Cathcart, 

Le  Comte  de  Ragoumouski, 

- IIUMHOLDT, 

Le  Cunite  de  Starion, 

Chas.  Stewart,  Lt,  Gen. 
**Februarif\7,  1814.” 

Sir  Robert  Wilson  remarked,  that  he  should  not 
say  a word  upon  the  sacrifices  of  legitimacy  on  that 
occasion,  notwithstanding  that  it  had  been  so  much 
insisted  upon  at  subsequent  periods,  but  he  would 
never  believe  that  the  nobie  lord  could  have  for 
gotten  such  an  act  of  disinterestedness  on  the  part 
of  Napoleon,  when  the  latter  sacrificed  for  the  pre- 
sumed interests  of  his  country,  that  throne  and  the 
recognition  by  England  of  that  dynasty  which  was 
supposed  to  be  the  object  of  all  his  ambition. 

Extremely  modest! — From  the  London  Courier 
of  Sept.  12,  the  tninislerial  paper  of  Great  Britain. 
“It  is  a common  practice  with  those  ignorant  pre- 
tenders to  political  knowledge  among  us  who  set 
tlicmselves  up  as  the  reformers  of  all  abuses,  imagi- 
nary or  real,  to  refer  to  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, as  the  pattern  for  all  governments  to  follow.  We 
have  more  than  once  exposed  the  puerile  absurdity 
of  the  argument,  that  the  internal  economy  of  an 
infant  republic  can,  in  any  manner,  be  adapted  to 
tlie  wants  and  necessities  of  an  ancient  monarchy. 
Before  we  can  move  within  the  narrow  circle 
which  limits  the  operations  of  the  U.  States’  go- 
vernment, we  must  be  reduced  to  the  dimensions  of 
that  government;  we  must,  in  fact,  retrograde  three 
or  four  centuries,  in  arts,  literature,  in  civilization, 
in  conque,sts;  and  then,  having  lopped  of  all  our 
wide  spreading  branches  of  power  and  dominion — 
having  extinguished  our  taste  for  refinement  and 
luxury — having  lowered  the  standard  of  our  intel- 
lectual character  - and  brought  ourselves  somewhat 
nearer  to  Shakespear’s  “forked  animal,”  we  may 
fit  ourselves  with  the  garb  of  republican  simplicity. 
But  till  that  is  done,  it  is  preposterous,  and  would 
be  amusingly  ridiculous,  if  we  did  not  know  the 
mischievous  end  that  is  aimed  at,  to  talk  of  taking 
the  United  States  as  our  model.” 

(yj’It  is  thus  that  proud  Englishmen  treat  their 
best  customers — hut  we  shall  never  coerce  their  re- 
spect until  we  cease  to  use  their  tapes,  booins  and 
callicoes;  and  then  they  will  make  us  out  to  be  an- 
gels, in  the  hope  of  wheedlir.g  us  into  a support  of 
their  starving  population.  Yet  it  would  be  well  in- 
deed,  if  the  importation  of  bales  of  British  goods 
were  as  harmless  as  the  commodities  of  the  “Courier.” 
The  one  robs  us  of  our  specie  and  palsies  the  nation- 
al  industry;  the  other  only  raises  the  smile  conterop- 

tuuus.  

The  Panciiita.  Letter  from  lieut.  com.  Grego- 
ry, of  the  Grampus,  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the 
Charleston  City  Gazette — 

Sir;  I herewith  transmit  you  a few  remarks,  ac- 
com])ameel  with  certain  documentary  evidence.  On 
th.e  grounds  thus  established,  I conceived  it  my  duty 
to  capture  tlie  Panchita  alias  Palmyra,  us  in  my  opi- 
ni('!i  they  fully  estublislied  her  character  to  be  such 
as  was  at  least  doubtful,  \i  piratical 


If  I know  any  thing,  I hope  1 know  the  duties  of 
ray  profession,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  or- 
ders I have  from  the  government  of  my  country. 
Permit  me,  then,  before  the  following  documents 
are  read,  to  make  a few  plain  remarks. 

One  of  the  crew  of  the  brig  Maria- Ann,  from 
Curacoa  to  New  York,  was  brought  into  court,  and 
swore  to  the  fact,  that  in  July  last  tlie  Palmyra 
boarded  the  said  brig,  robbed  her,  and  demanded 
and  searched  for  money.  The  privateer  schr.  Perie- 
ra,  was  in  company  at  the  same  time,  which  also 
boarded  and  robbed  the  brig.  Capt.  Escurra  ac- 
knowledged that  an  American  pilot  boat  schooner, 
(the  Dennis  of  Newbiiryport)  was  robbed  of  money 
and  clothes.  If  this  came  to  his  knowledge,  per- 
mit me  to  ask  why  he  did  not  punish  the  oifendera? 
He  afterwards  sent  the  same  men  to  board  the  Ame- 
rican schooner  C^-quetle,  which  they  robbed.  All 
the  authority  by  which  the  Palmyra  liad  to  cruise  is 
derived  from  the  signature  of  a lieut.  in  the  Spanish 
JV'uvy,  vj/io  is  also  the  harbor  master  of  St.  John’s, 
Porto  Rico,  and  upon  examination  of  the  commission, 
it  ivill  be  found  to  he  one  that  had  expired,  and  after- 
wards unlawfully  extended! I ! It  was  also  given 
without  securities  to  indemnify  for  any  spoliations 
they  might  commit  at  sea! 

I insist,  sir,  upon  these  truths.  The  commission 
is  for  a scliooner  of  9J  Spanish  tons,  (equal  to  112 
American)  to  carry  one  long  12  pounder,  eight  10 
pound  carronades,  and  one  hundred  men.  Now, 
the  Palmyra  is  an  hermaphrodite  brig  of  163  tons, 
American  tonnage;  mounts  a 12  pounder,  which  is 
the  only  circumstance  that  corresponds  with  the 
commission;  two  of  the  crew  have  been  recognized 
as  Cape  Antonio  pirates,  and  another  of  her  crew 
was  heard  to  say  that  the  Grampus 'was  the  same 
schooner  that  broke  them  up  at  Sugar  Key.  It  may 
here  be  necessary  to  remark,  that  all  vessels  which 
have  been  robbed  by  the  crew  of  tlie  Panchita  alias 
Palmyra  have  been  boarded  when  the  flag  of  Venc- 
zuela  or  Fiance  has  been  worn  by  tliat  vessel. 
Threats  of  vengeance,  which  pass  unheeded  by  me, 
have  already  been  thrown  out,  bat  I will  execute 
notwithstanding,  what  in  my  apprehension  is  my 
duty  as  a naval  officer. 

'i’he  res])ect  I bear  to  the  civil  tribunals  of  my 
countr3%  suffers  me  not  for  one  moment  to  cast  any 
reflection  on  the  decision  of  the  honorable  judge. 
He  has  pronounce’d  a sentence  of  acquittal  in  the 
case  of  the  brig  I’almyra.  Tlie  Grampus  must, 
therefore,  relinquish  lier  prize,  if  the  law  does  not 
sanction  the  claiinl*  But  respect  to  myself,  and  to 
the  brave  men  under  my  command,  induces  me  to 
shew  to  the  world,  that  wliile  we  would  risk  our 
lives  for  the  protection  of  fair  commerce,  we  have 
not  captured  and  brouglit  into  port  any  prize  with- 
out strong  grounds  for  the  correctness  of  our  con- 
duct. 

The  public’s  most  respectful  servant, 

FRANCIS  H.  GREGORY, 
Lieut,  commandant. 

Charleston,  Oct.  8,  1822. 

[ The  documents  mentioned  by  lieut.  Gregory, 
are  1st  a letter  from  the  captain  and  mate  of  the 
American  schooner  Coquette,  dated  9th  August 
last,  in  which  they  state,  that  they  were  that  day 
fired  on,  and  brought-too  by  an  hermaphrodite 
brig,  in  the  passage  between  St.  Bartholomews  and 
St.  Thomas;  that  the  officer  and  crew  of  the  brig 
overhauled  the  captain’s,  mate’s  and  seamens* 
chests,  trunks,  bags  and  births,  from  which  they 
carried  away  a number,  of  articles  enumerated;  and 
that,  on  the  arrival  of  the  captain  of  the  Coquette 
at  St.  Thomas,  hs  was  informed,  “notwithstanding^ 
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her  republican,  or  patr.oiic  colors;  she  is  one  of  his 
catholic  majesty’s  brigs,  named  tlie  I^anchita  (Pal- 
myra) and  last  from  Porto  Rico.”  2d.  A letter  Irom 
captain  P,angdon  of  :he  brig  general  A.  Jackson,  of 
New  York,  dated  August  lOih,  wherein  he  details 
various  acts  of  piracy  committed  on  liis  vessel  while 
on  tlie  passage  from  this  p >rt  to  Curracoa,  3d. 
Affidavit  of  tlie  captain,  mate  and  two  seamen  of 
the  schr.  Coquette,  us  to  the  circumstances  noticed 
in  the  first  letter  above  mentioned,  in  which,  tlie 
jiiratical  vessel  is  described  to  be  an‘diermaphrodite 
brig  with  a red  streak,  and  one  long  gun  midships, 
and  several  others”  4th.  Affidavit  of  the  master 
and  mate  of  the  French  sclir.  Jeune  Ihigenia,  in 
winch  they  depose  that  they  were  boarded  on  the 
11th  August,  (in  sight  of  the  island  of  St.  Croix) 
by  a brig  “hermaphrodite  riggtd,  with  red  sides;” 
that  an  officer  and  boats  crew  of  this  tirig,  carried 
off  a barrel  of  beef,  and  a barrel  of  rice  from  the 
French  schooner;  and  that,  to  the  best  of  their  know- 
ledge,  the  Palmyra,  which  then  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
harbor  of  St.  Thomas,  a prize  to  the  Grampus,  was 
the  same  which  boarded  them  at  sea  as  above  de- 
posed. 5th.  Affidavit  of  Vlegal  Paseino,  a seamen 
belonging  to  the  Palmyra,  formerly  the  f’anchita, 
who  deposes  to  several  acts  of  piracy  committed  by 
that  vessel  while  he  was  on  board,  and  which  were 
explicitly  sanctioned  by  the  officer  belonging  to  the 
Palmyra,  who  accompanied  her  boat  when  the  acts 
of  piracy  were  committed.  6th.  Copy  of  the  com. 
mission  granted  by  the  Spanisli  authorities,  refer- 
red to  in  the  above  statement  of  lieutenant  Gre- 
gory]. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  Palmvra  was  dis- 
charged by  judge  Drayton,  on  the  ground  “that 
the  commission  is  a regular  one  of  a private  armed 
vessel,  and  that  the  acts  of  such  part  of  the  crew  as 
Jiave  committed  depredations  on  our  commerce, 
subject  only  them  io  punishment,  and  does  not  cre- 
ate a forfeiture  of  the  vessel.  Com.  Adv. 

Fcr.rroix  news. 

Great  Drkain  and  Ireland.  It  Is  with  great  ple.a- 
sure  we  learn  that  the  distresses  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  have  nearly  ceased,  on  account  of  hunger 
and  general  sickness.  The  potatoe  crop  has  arriv- 
ed at  maturity,  and  the  product  is  large;  so  staro- 
tion  is  no  longer  apprehended. 

The  following  are  among  the  ridiculous  things 
that  happened  during  the  king’s  visit  to  Scotland — 
the  pillows  on  which  the  old  debauchee  slept,  were 
kissed  by  young  girls  and  old  women;  w'hen'he  land- 
ed  at  Leith,  he  happened  to  put  his  foot  on  a log  of 
mahogany,  and,  for  being  thus  honored,  it  is  all  to 
be  made  up  into  snuff  boxes;  when  Sir  Walter 
ScoU  presented  him  with  a splendid  gift  of  certain 
ladies,  the  ting  drank  their  health,  and  Sir  Walter, 
cn  his  marrow  bones,  begged  the  glass  to  be  pre- 
served as  a precious  relic — it  was  “graciously”  giv- 
en, but  the  wretched  knight  had  the  misfortune  to 
break  it  in  his  pocket!  When  the  steadiness  and 
sobriety  of  the  Scotch  character  is  considered,  we 
may  well  wonder  how  such  things  took  place. 

The  Irish  papers  contain  a long  report  of  the 
trial  of  seven  men,  as  actors  in  a most  terrible  deed 
of  violence  corhmitted  on  a young  lady,  aged  16,  of 
the  name  of  Goold.  The  rascals  entered  the  house 
by  force,  made  her  get  out  of  bed,  carried  her  off, 
and  then  gave  up  the  entire  possession  of  her  to  a 
wretch  named  Browne,  who  abused  her.  The  case 
excited  much  attention,  and  the  poor  girl  w as  uni 
versaily  pitied  and  believed.  The  fellows  were  all 
sentenced  to  dejtth.  This  occarred  in  Limerick, 


Spain.  A good  many  of  the  insurrectionists  have 
been  made  prisoners  at  different  times,  and  there  is 
a,pnest  to  be  found  in  almost  every  parcel  of  them. 
If  to  take  life  in  any  case  is  Justifiable,  these  fel. 
lows  should  be  hung  up  without  mercy,  as  tlie  au- 
thors ol  the  whole  mischief  that  affects  Spain.  In 
th!«,  as  in  every  other  country,  tlie  priests,  of  eslab. 
Ushed  religions,  are  the  basest  p-irtion  of  the  society, 
taking  them  as  a body  of  men. 

Tnrkeij.  Notwithstanding  the  Pans  Journals,  un- 
der direction  ot  the  “legitimate”  government,  and 
the  London  Courier,  &c.  in  the  pay  of  the  British 
ministry,  have  done  all  that  they  could  to  resist  a 
belief  i n late  accounts  of  the  victories  of  the  Gi  eeks, 
as  though  they,  by  the  force  of  their  paragraphs, 
would  change  the  nature  of  things  that  had  jiast! — 
we  have  ample  evidence  of  the  two  defeats  sus- 
tained by  Cliourschid  paclia,  near  I’hermopyhc. 

An  article  dated  Corfu,  Aug.  11,  says— “We  have 
Just  received  certain  news  of  the  general  defeat  of 
the  l urks.  It  look  place  at  Thermopylae.  It  was 
the  greatest  battle  which  the  Greeks  have  gained 
since  their  insurrection.  Chourschid  pacha,  with 
an  army  cf  40,000  men,  composed  of  the  com- 
bined forces  of  I'hessaly  and  Macedonia,  and  all 
the  reinforcements  from  the  bank  of  the  Danube, 
attacked  the  straits  on  the  20th  July.  The  co- 
lumns of  the  forks  which  got  entangled  in  the  defile, 
surrendered  after  great  carnage,  and  the  rest  of 
the  Turkish  army  took  to  flight.  Pursued  in  his 
retreat,  Chourschid  paciia  took  the  route  of  Phar- 
salia;  but  in  this  direction,  he  found  the  defile  of 
Trachis,  about  four  leagues  long,  where  he  lost 
thi*ee  fourths  of  the  remains  of  his  army.  From 
the  village  of  Zoli  to  Thaumacos,  the  road  remain- 
ed blocked  up  with  dead  bodie.s.”  ( These  state- 
ments are  accompanied  by  particulars  of  the  bat* 
ties). 

“The  Souliots,  after  their  tw’o  victories  against 
Omar  paclia,  continued  their  sallies  from  the  heights 
ot  Kianna  upon  the  Albanese,  commanded  by  that 
pacha,  whose  army,  which,  at  the  beginningof  June, 
amounted  to  24,000  men,  is  now  reduced  to  7,000.” 

About  the  second -victory,  we  learn,  that  the 
wreck  of  the  Turkish  army  retreated  on  the  side  of 
Corinth,  where  they  were  joined  by  fresh  troops  to 
the  amount  of  about  6,000  men.  They  were  speedi- 
ly attacked  by  the  victorious  Greeks,  on  the  6ih 
and  7th  of  Aug. — and  their  army  was  nearly  annihi- 
lated: 3,000  perished  on  the  field— many  prisoners, 
W'ith2G00  liorses,  150  camels,  and  all  their  baggage, 
ammunition,  &c.  fell  into  the  hamlsof  the  victors. 
The  following  is  the  Greek  official  account  of  the 
latter  afiair— but  in  regard  to  the  dates,  the  differ- 
ence between  thejold  und  new  stile  must  be  recol- 
lected: 

“Chourschid  pacha,  commander  in  chief  of  Ro- 
melia,  after  having  uselessly  stcrificed  8,000  Al- 
banians to  conquer  the  Souliots,  and  from  thence 
to  invade  the  whole  of  western  Greece*,  resolved 
to  enter  the  Peloponnesus.  lie  began  his  march 
with  a powerful  army,  penetrated  Roetia,  and  af- 
terw'ards  Peloponnesus,  without  the  efforts  of  the 
Greeks  being  able  to  prevent  him.  He  came  and 
encamped  in  the  plains  of  Napoli  de  Romani,  at 
the  moment  when  that  fortress  was  about  to  sur- 
render, in  virtue  of  a previous  capitulation.  The 
Greek  senate  saw  the  whole  extent  of  the  danger 
which  threatened  the  country,  and  took  the  most 
energetic  measures.  They  judged  it  more  use- 
ful to  employ  the  body  of  troops  which  formed 
their  guard  to  repulse  the  enemy,  than  to  retreat 
with  it  to  another  position;  they  therefore  caused 
it  to  march  against  the  iVlusselmen,  and  retired  orv 
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board  the  vessc^ls  that  blockaded  Napoli  de  Ro- 
loani.  They  caused  the  women  and  children  to 
retire  into  the  interior  of  the  peninsula.  'I’hey 
ordered,  that  all  the  corn  and  other  provisions  that 
had  been  stored  in  magazines  should  be  carried  to 
a safe  place,  with  the  greatest  care,  as  well  as  all 
the  cattle.  They  likewise  ordered  that  the  troops 
of  all  the  neighboring  cantons  should  go  against 
the  enemy,  who,  deprived  of  provisons,  and  ha- 
rassed by  continual  skirmishes,  would  be  obliged 
to  march  back  to  Corinth,  hoping  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  fleet,  at  Patras,  to  procure  provisions  and 
maintain  himself  with  greater  security  in  the  for- 
tress of  Corinth;  but  that  fortress  had  been  strip- 
ped of  every  means  of  defence  by  the  Greeks,  who 
had  need  of  cannon  and  munitions,  in  order  to 
defend  redoubts  at  other  places.  On  the  25th  and 
26th,  while  the  Turkish  corps  was  on  its  march  to 
Corinth,  the  Greeks  attacked  it  with  a firm  resolu- 
tion to  conquer  or  die;  they  were  victors.  The  re- 
sult of  the  battle  carries  the  number  of  enemies 
killed  to  3,000 — that  of  prisoners  and  wounded  is 
not  yet  known.  Two  thousand  horses,  150  camels, 
laden  with  baggage,  all  the  munitions,  all  the  ma- 
terials of  the  enemy,  and  their  military  chests,  have 
fallen  into  our  possession.  'I’he  valor  that  the  Greeks 
displayed  in  this  afl'air  can  be  equalled  only  by  the 
cowardice  of  the  I’urks,  who  disgraced  them- 
selves so  far  as  to  cry  umnn!  aman/  (mercy)  let  usfiy! 

'rbis  battle  furnished  gen.  Nichita  with  a new 
opportunity  of  distinguishing  himself.  He  shewed 
himself  worthy  of  the  surname  of  Turenphagus, 
(eeter  of  Turks),  that  was  given  him  by  his  troops. 
The  Vizier  Ali  pacha  was  killed.  Our  loss  is  very  in- 
considerable. The  patriotism  of  the  Greeks,  and  the 
energetic  measures  of  the  government,  afford  the 
best  founded  hope  that  the  Turks  will  not  succeed 
in  placing  us  under  the  yoke.  The  more  wonder- 
ful it  is  that  the  Greeks  should  remain  conquerors 
in  this  contest,  so  unequal  in  all  respects,  the  more 
■will  their  memory  be  glorious;  but  forced  lo  resort 
to  arms  to  shake  off  the  frightful  yoke  that  oppres- 
sed them,  they  have  peed  of  prompt  assistance. — 
Will  Europe  never  rbmember  that  she  is  indebted 
to  our  ancestors  for  the  progress  of  science  and 
civilization?  Is  it  then  just,  and  is  it  then  useful 
for  her  to  refrain  from  contributing  to  the  future 
felicity  of  her  brethren?  Let  us  hope  that  the  wise 
men  of  all  Europe  will  employ  themselves  about 
this  great  object,  and  that  their  voice  may  reach 
the  ear  of  those  who  can  do  so  much  for  the  hap- 
piness of  the  human  race. 

The  vice  president  of  the  Greek  government, 

H.  CANACARI. 

The  arch-chancellor  of  state,  minister  of  foreign  af. 

fairs,  J.  NEGIU’* 

Jirgos,  July  30,  1822.  » 

Cuba.  The  elegant  schooner  Dandy  arrived  at 
l?altimore  last  week  from  Matanzas.  That  place 
appeared  as  if  filled  with  pirates,  and  they  openly 
spoke  of  seizing  upon  the  schooner,  at  all  hazards — 
even  of  cutting  her  out  oT  the  port!  And  it  is  pro- 
bable  that  they  would  have  possessed  themselves 
of  her,  had  not  the  captain  taken  advantage  of  a 
strong  wind,  and  cleared  the  boats  that  were  waiting 
off  the  harbor  to  capture  her! 

At  a place  called  Rpgla,  in  the  harbor  of  Havanay 
the  pirates  also  teem,  and  their  business  seems  just 
as  well  known  as  that  of  any  merchant  in  the  city. 
A person  named  Matteo  Garcia  is  at  their  head,  who 
publicly  boasts  of  his  earnings — he  does  not  fear 
justice,  because  he  can  purchase  it!  Powder,  &c. 
is  carried  off  from  hence  without  disguise — their 
craft  have  regular  licences  to  pass  the  Moro,  cap- 


tures have  been  made  in  sight  of  the  fortress,  and 
they  discharge  much  of  their  plunder  on  the  wharf 
at  Regia— if  a guard  happen-j  to  pass,  he  is  silenced 
with  a bribe.  Things  have  arrived  at  such  a pass 
that  some  strong  measures  must  be  adopted  in  self- 
defence — Havana  must  not  be  the  home  of  pirates, 
if  we  can  help  it;  it  is  the  key  of  the  Gulf,  and  a 
most  valuable  part  of  our  coasting  trade  is  subject 
to  the  depredations  of  the  most  abandoned  of  man- 
kind, who  care  not  about  cemmitting  murder,  if  it 
better  suits  the  disposition  they  happen  to  be  in. 
The  sea  was  never  before  so  infested  by  pirates-as  it 
now  is. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Peacock  has  taken  five  piratical, 
vessels,  three  of  which  she  burnt-  one  had  arrived 
at  Havana,  and  the  other  had  not  yet  been  heard  of. 
Twenty  five  of  the  crews  were  rhade  prisoners,  the 
rest  escaped  to  the  shore  and  took  to  the  woods. 

Two  armed  vessels,  having  five  transports,  with 
1500  troops,  under  charge,  lately  left  Havana  for 
Porto  Rico,  where  they  have  arrived,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  island,  menaced  by  an  expedition 
from  St.  Harts  to  revolutionize  it,  by  a party  of  ad- 
venturers under  general  Henry  William  Decoudray 
Holstein — which,  however,  has  failed;  the  vessel 
that  had  them  on  board  having  separated  from  two 
transports  with  troops,  and  being  compelled  to  put 
into  Curracoa,  from  having  sprung  a leak. 

Mexico.  A New  Orleans  paper  of  the  20th  Sep- 
tember, says — The  tyranny  of  Iturbide  is  at  its 
height.  Those  who  displease  him  disappear  daily 
— by  what  means,  no  one  knows! 

“The  bishop  of  Peubla,  all-powerful,  makes  Itur- 
bide tremble — who,  in  his  turn,  makes  others  trem- 
ble- 

“The  republican  party  wait  the  moment  when 
they  may  overthrow  this  ephemeral  throne,  under 
the  ruins  of  which,  without  doubt,  Iturbide  wil’^ 
bury  himself,  if  he  is  as  brave  as  he  is  said  to  be. 

“The  troops  remain  Unpaid,  and  are  discontented? 
there  is  no  quicksilver  to  supply  the  mines,  which 
consequently  remain  unproductive.” 

National  Economy^ 

The  following  essay  or  remarks  on  certain  proposir 
tions  and  assertions  of  M.  Say,  has  been  v.'  oup 
possession  since  February  last,  and  appear  to 
have  been  written  in  the  month  preceding.  The 
writer  is  a young  man  of  the  interior  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  his  matter  will  shew  that  he  has  reflect- 
ed much  on  political  economy  and  national  poli- 
cy. It  was  not  expected  that  these  remarks 
would  ever  meet  the  public  eye — they  were  real- 
ly prepared  at  the  request  and  for  the  private  use 
of  a friend;  but  they  contain  so  much  good  sense, 
expressed  in  such  an  intelligible  manner,  that, 
having  obtained  possession  of  them,  we  request- 
ed permission  to  give  them  a place  in  the  Regis- 
fTEB,  at  some  convenient  season. 

It  is  with  no  small  degree  of  pleasure  that  we  no- 
tice the  progress  of  good  principles  throughout 
the  country,  and  it  is  delightful  to  believe  that 
strong-minded  men  are  affording  an  increased 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  nation — which,  to 
be  safely  directed,  must  be  governed  by  the 
common  sense  of  individuals  participating  in 
these  affairs.  And  individuals  must  act  as  well 
as  think — they  must  cast  their  strength  into  the 
government;  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  a 
system  be  pursued  which,  (by  securing  the  pros- 
perity of  individuals),  will  steadily  advance  the 
national  power  and  secure  the  national  indepen- 
dence—both  resting  upon  the  private  comfort 
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and  personal  profit  of  the  free  laborers  of  the 

republie,  wlietiier  in  peace  or  in  war. 

In  your  favor  of  the  2 1st  inst.  3 0U  ask  me  to  exa- 
mine the  doctrine  contained  in  an  extract  from 
fray’s  treatise  on  political  economy,  published  in 
tl>e  National  (ii.zette  of  the  I9lli  inst.  and  point  out 
its  fallacy,  if  it  can  be  d.onc  in  the  compass  of  a letter. 

It  may  he  lhoiip;ht  presu'vption  in  me  to  attempt 
a’refutation  of  t!ie  doctrine  advanced  by  a writer 
V'ho  has  j^aincfl  so  much  celebrity  in  the  world  as 
;M.  Say  for  his  treatise  on  political  economy;  I will 
however  attempt  to  examine  a little  the  arguments 
he  makes  use  of  in  the  extract  above  mentioned, 
llefore  I proceed,  however,  I cannot  help  slating 
it  as  my  opinion  that  most  of  the  writers  upon  poli- 
Imal  economy,  who  have  aUempted  to  examine  the 
whole  subject,  Iiave  assumed  premises,  and  reason- 
ed  from  them,  in  the  same  way  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  do  if  all  nations  were  governed  by  the 
same  general  laws  and  bound  by  the  same  interests. 
Jlut,  in  the  present  state  of  society,  it  aj)pears  to 
me  as  fallacious  to  advocate  such  doctrine,  as  it 
woidd  be  to  pretend  to  uphold  a particular  reli- 
gion. If  tliere  were  no  restrictions  imposed  upon 
comnrierce  by  any  nation,  it  might  be  thought  im. 
prudent  in  aiiy  one  to  break  through  the  establish- 
ed  order;  but  even  in  that  case,  it  is  extremely 
doubtful  whether  it  would  be  sound  policy  in  all 
to  submit  to  such  a stale  of  things.  However,  asi 
that  is  not  likely  soon  to  be  the  case,  and  as  that 
nation  which  pursues  such  a policy  would  be  like- 
ly to  neglect  her  own  real  interests  in  pursuing  a 
course  that  might,  if  pursued  by  all,  be  thought 
beneficial  to  all— it  seems  to  be  the  better  course, 
on  the  ground  of  expediency  at  least,  to  reason  from 
things  as  they  ;ire. 

In  the  first  paragraph  of  the  extract  above  men- 
tioned, the  author  says,  that,  “by  the  exclusion  of 
specific  manufactures  of  foreign  fabric,  a govern- 
ment establishes  a monopoly  in  favor  of  the  hom.e 
producers  of  these  articles,  and  in  prejudice  of  the 
the  hom.e  consumers.'’  That  such  an  exclusion  es- 
tablishes a monopoly,  may  be  true;  but  it  by  no 
means  foliow’s,  that  the  establishing  such  a mono- 
poly as  the  writer  speaks  of,  is  in  prejudice  of  the 
home  consumers.  Jf  the  raw  material,  necessarv 
for  the  manufacture  of  a particular  kind  of  goods, 
is  in  sufficient  abundance  in  a counlr^s  and  there 
is  capital,  that  is,  money  enough  in  that  country  to 
he  spared  from  other  pursuits  sufficient  to  carry  on 
the  new  business  to  an'extent  equal  to  the  wants 
of  the  nation,  no  inconvenience  can  result  to  it  from 
an  exclusion  of  the  foreign  product;  because  the 
competition  among  the  home  producers  will  soon 
be  such  as  to  reduce  the  price  as  low',  and,  perliaps, 
much  lower  than  was  before  paid  for  the  foreign; 
and  the  home  consumers  will  be  benefited  by,  at 
least,  the  whole  amount  of  the  cost  of  importing 
such  foreign  product,  (whicli  may  be  added  to  the 
capital  of  the  nation),  in  addition  to  the  advantages 
they  may  derive  from  being  able  to  pay  the  home 
producers  in  articles  of  home  production  which  the 
foreign  producer  could  not  take,  and  which  the 
home  consumers  could  not  otherwise  dispose  of. 
'rhere  is  also  a saving  of  the  cost  of  transporting 
the  raw  material  to  the  foreign  country  to  be  ma- 
mifactured. 

I think  the  truth  of  these  remarks  is  fully  proved 
?>y  the  present  state  of  our  cotton  manufacture, 
which  has  been  wholly  brought  about,  in  my  opi- 
nion, by  the  prohibitory  duty  laid  on  the  foreign 
fabrics,  of  coarse  kinds.  In  this  case  the  home  pro- 
ducer is  not  only  able  to  compete  with  the  foreign, 
hat  the  monopoly  which  the  prohibitory  dnty  creat- 


ed in  favor  of  the  home  producer,  gave  surb  ad- 
vantages as  to  bring  into  aLliv.ty  a sufficient  cpian- 
lity  of  skill  and  capital  to  cause  siicii  a conipeiiiii>:» 
among  the  home  producers,  as  lo  1 educe  the  artic<'* 
even  far  below  what  the  foieigii,  of  e([ual  (jualiiy, 
ever  was  known  lo  be;  and,  in  addition  to  w bid'll, 
lliat  very  competition,  caused  by  our  own  capital 
and  skill,  is  sufficient  forever  to  insun  a Bufficient 
supply,  not  only  to  keep  down  the  price  lower 
titan  it  covilcl  be  imported  for,  but  at  the  same  time 
lo  insure  a better  fabric.  Tlte  supply  of  tbe  article 
will  be  more  steady  than  when  w e rlepended  upon 
a foreign  supply;  not  being  sttbjcot  to  those  fluctua- 
tions in  price  or  cjuantily,  arising  from  a disturb- 
ance between  the  nation  suppling  and  the  oite  sup- 
plied; or  between  one  of  them  and  any  otlier;  from 
embargoes  or  restrictions  laid  by  one  on  tiie  oilier, 
and  many  other  causes.  1 tbuik  tliat  even  M.  Say 
himscH,  if  he  were  fully  accjuainled  with  our  present, 
compared  witii  our  pa.st  condition,  in  relation  to 
cotton  goods,  would  be  disposed  to  grant,  that,  at 
least  to  us,  tlie  prohil>itory  duty  in  this  case  has 
been  productive  of  great  benefit,  and  tiiat  it  doej 

“compel  the  home  consumer  lo  pay  imnuturully 
dear”  for  the  home  product:  but  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  home  consumeis  l.ave  been  greatly  f)ene» 
fitted  by  being  able  to  purciuse  at  home  (with  pro- 
duce perhaps  which  they  could  not  dispose  of 
abroad),  a better  article  for  less  money  or  labor 
than  they  formerly  purchased  in  tiie  foreign  iiuir^ 
ket. 

The  same  reason  that  applies  to  the  cotton  ma- 
nufacture would  etpially  apply  to  many  others,  if 
equally  p»olectc'd.  1 believe  tbe  same  results  would 
be  experienced  from  all,  the  raw  materials  for  w bich 
are  abundant  for  the  supply  wanted. 

The  author  goes  on  and  says,  “should  any  one 
maintain  that  the  advantage  of  producing  at  home 
counterbalances  the  hardship  of  paying  dearer  for 
almost  every  article  that  our  owm  capital  and  labor 
are  engaged  in  the  production,  and  the  profits 
pocketed  by  our  own  fellow  citixens;  my  answer  is, 
that  the  foreign  commodities  w’e  might  import  are 
not  to  be  had  gratis;  that  we  must  purchase  them 
W'ilh  values  of  liome  production,  which  w'ould  have 
given  equal  employment  lo  our  industry  and  capi- 
tal.” 

In  the  first  place  I deny  that  w’e  should  be  compel- 
led to  pay  “dearer  for  almost  every  article”  that  it 
might  be  thought  best  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of,:’the  reasons  for  which  may  be  found  above:  and 
secondly,  1 am  not  willing  to  allow',  that  the  “vjducs 
of  home  production,  which  would  have  giv'en  equal 
employment  to  our  industry  and  capital,”  could  be 
so  employed  as  always  to  make  it  for  our  advantage 
to  purchase  the  article  in  a foreign  market,  which 
might  have  been  prohibited.  I think  the  present 
situation  of  the  United  States  with  respect  to  our 
intercourse  with  other  nations,  will  sufficiently 
prove  the  correctness  of  my  opinions  A large 
number  of  our  citizens  that  were  engaged  in  the 
pursuits  of  agriculture  a few  years  ago,  are  now' 
manufacturers  of  articles  with  which  the  govern- 
ment have  thought  proper  to  prohibit  other  naliour. 
from  furnishing  us,  without  imposing  thereon  a 
heavy  duty,  which,  in  some  instances,  encourages, 
in  others  protects,  the  home  manufacturer;  and  not- 
withstanding this  great  number  of  manufaclureii; 
have  become  consumers  instead  of  producers  cl  ag 
ricultural  products,  the  agriculturalists  finrl  it  ve»; 
difficult  to  get  rid  of  their  p;oduce.  'NVIiat  tbe: 
would  have  become  of  the  additional  quantity  t! 
would  have  been  in  the  market,  bad  not  go\en 
merit  interfered  m the  so  nr.ich  gonde  n,nc  d i 
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Ill  Sa.v?  Can  it  be  supposed  that  a greater  quanti 
tv  would  have  been  wanted  if  there  had  been  more 
pr(.<’ucers.  some  ot  whom  are  now  only  consumers? 
Siivfiy  not:  and  the  situation  of  foreign  nations, 
liich  causes  them  to  take  less  of  our  agricultural 
products  now  than  they  did  some  years  ago,  has  not 
b ■ n caused  by  the  policy  pursued  by  US;  but  our  po- 
licy had  been  caused  by  their’s.  How  then  could  it 
be  possible,  that  instead  of  manufacturing  for  our 
selves  as  we  now  do  to  some  extent,  we  could  have 
found  it  advantageous  not  to  do  so,  but  to  purchase 
from  foreigners  and  run  the  risk  ot  paying  with  our 
products,  which  could  haruly  beany  thing  but  agri- 
cultural  ones,  and.even  they,  not  wanted  to  the  ex- 
tent they  can  noio  be  furnished?  We  should  in  such 
case  have  been  compelled  now  to  pay  25  percent, 
or  nmre,  for  bills  on  England  instead  of  12  or  14  as 
at  present;  a pretty  round  tax  for  the  privilege  of 
buying  at  the  cheapest  market!  What  in  such 
case  would  become  of  the  “values  of  home  pro- 
duction,” which  were  to  “have  given  equal  em- 
ployment to  our  industry  and  capital?” 

“It  is  most  for  our  advantage  to  employ  our  pro- 
ductive powers,  not  m those  bi’anches  in  which 
foreigners  excel  us,  but  in  those,  which  we  excel 
in  ourselves,  and  with  the  product  to  purchase  of 
others,”  says  the  author.  Now  let  me  ask,  if  we  as 
a nation  were  to  adopt  this  course,  what  would  be 
our  situation?  We  are  young  in  arts.  Previous  to 
the  revolution,  the  colonies  which  now  compose 
the  United  States,  were  not,  to  use  the  language  ot 
that  day,  suffered  to  make  a hoh-nuih  After  the  re- 
yolutioTi,  and  until  the  embargo  and  non  intercourse 
laws  were  passed,  we  found  it  profitable  to  pursue 
egriculture,  which  was  the  only  branch  in  whicli 
•we  could  be  supposed  to  excel  foreigners;  and  this 
was  only  supposition,  as  we  found  soon  after  the  j 
late  peace  commenced  in  Europe.  During  their 
■wars,  we  derived  a considerable  profit  not  only  from 
exchanging  our  products  for  those  of  Europe,  but 
by  being  carriers  of  that  and  the  produce  of  other 
nations,  and  of  again  exchanging  with  other  nations 
the  products  ot  other  nations.  But  when  we  all 
returned  to  a state  of  peace,  those  persons  who 
had  previously,  and  many  of  them  for  a long  time, 
been  engaged  in  ■u^ar,  and  consequently  as  consu- 
mers, immediately  became  producers:  each  nation 
contributed  much  more  largely  to  the  production 
of  what  we  were  supposed  to  excel  in,  than  they  had 
done  before;  and  each  in  a great  degree  liaving  be- 
come the  carriers  of  their  own  productions,  we 
were  left  without  a market,  and  without  the  profits 
of  the  carrying  trade.  Tlie  very  branches -zye  were 
supposed  to  excel  in,  w^ere  rendered  unprofitable; 
consequently  it  became  us  to  look  out  for  other 
sources  of  profit,  and  the  means  of  exchanging />ro- 
ducts  \‘gv  products.  Could  any  have  been  more  pro 
per  than  those  we  resorted  to,  during  the  embar- 
go non-intercourse  and  war?  that  of  mamifHctiir 
ing  for  ourselves  articles  of  the  first  neces.siLy? 
These,  to  be  sui’e,  were  such  as  foreign  nations  then 
excelled  us  in,  but  in  some  of  which  we  now  excel 
them;  and  this  has  arisen,  not  from  the  fact  of  the 
“prohibitive  system  finding  so  many  partizans  and 
so  few  opponents,”  but  from  necessity,  arising  from 
the  fact  that  we  are  too  young  to  attempt  to  com- 
pete with  the  whole  of  Europe  in  their  own  mar- 
kets, even  in  any  one  branch,-  therefore  must  con- 
tent ourselves  to  compete  with  them  v^ihome,  where 
we  can  only  expect  to  do  it  to  advantage  for  some 
time  to  come.  Had  we  continued  fanners  and  plant- 
ers exclusively,  what  could  have  been  oursituatiou 
now?  Where  would  we  have  been  able  to  dispose 
of  our  products  to  an  amount  sufiicienl  to  purchase 


what  we  di>  ot  ollrer  nations,  and  as  much  more  as 
the  amount  ot  our  home  rnanuraclures,  seeing  we 
cannot  dispose  of  as  much  now  as  we  can  pi  induce, 
even  for  the  products  of  other  n-ations?  Bv  pursii. 
ing  the  polic>  laid  down  by  Monsieur  Say,  we  slio-a!  t 
soon  become  the  bondsmen,  not  to  s:iy  slaves,  ofothCL* 
nations. 

I liave  said  we  are  too  young  to  compete  witli 
foreign  natioiis  in  their  own  markets;  tiiat  is,  in 
their  own  cou. dries.  But  we  can  compete  with 
them  at  home,  in  all  the  articles  of  necessity,  the 
raw  materials  for  which  we  have  in  abund-ance,  or 
can  procure  cheap.  The  only  thing  necessary  to 
that  end  is  a high  import  duty,  and  a confidence  that 
such  duty  will  be  continued.  Sufficient  capital 
would  then  soon  become  employed,  and  the  efiect 
would  be  what  it  has  been  with  respect  to  coarse 
cotton  goods.  “Products  are  always  bought  ulti- 
mately w'ith  products,”  says  Say.  Why,  then,  can  it 
not  be  as  profitable  to  exchange  products  for  pro- 
ducts of  home  produce  or  manuracture,  as  to  ex- 
change products  of  home  manufacture  for  products 
or  manufactures  of  foreign  nations?  I presume  it 
will  not  be  denied,  that  it  is  good  policy  in  every 
nation  to  turn  its  altenlion  to  such  a coarse  of  trade 
and  business  as  will  insure  it  a m-arket  for  the  great- 
est amount  of  its  products;  and  whenever  a surplus 
is  produced  beyond  the  demand  for  any  article,  m* 
the  products  of  any  branch  of  business,  it  is  the  true 
policy  of  that  nation  to  engage  in  some  other  busi- 
ness that  will  employ  the  amount  of  capital  and  in- 
dustry, equal  to  what  was  requisite  to  produce  the 
surplus  of  tlie  otlier  brunches  of  busine.ss  pursued 
by  it;  otherwise  the  nation  would  be  the  loser  by 
the  wliole  amount  of  capital  necessary  to  produce 
that  surplus:  and  that,  therefore,  it  would  be  belter 
to  have  that  capital  employed  in  some  branch  of  bu- 
siness that  would  supply  a part  of  the  necessaries 
or  luxuries  for  the  consumption  ofthe  nation,  which 
It  had  been  in  the  practice  of  depending  upon  other 
nations  for — and  that,  even  if  the  employment  of 
such  capital  did  not  enable  tlie  nation  to  compete 
vvitli  its  rival,  still  the  amount  of  production  caused 
by  the  employment  of  that  capital  would  be  wholly 
a profit  of  so  much  which  would  have  been  paid  to 
other  nations,  in  case  it  had  not  been  so  employed; 
and  hence  I conclude  it  may  be  advantageous,  some- 
times, to  give  the  home  manufacturer  more  for  an 
article  than  the  importer.  This  m.ay  be  illustrated 
by  an  example:  suppose  a landholder  in  Huntingdon 
county  has  a large  tract  of  woodland,  also  as  much 
cleared  as  he  can  manage  to  advantage,  and  his 
wood  is  likely  to  waste  for  want  of  a market.  He 
desires  a suit  of  clothes, and  can  buy  imported  cloth 
that  will  do  very  well  for  a suit,  at  ^5  per  yard:  a 
manufacturer  in  the  neighborhood  will  furnish  him 
with  the  same  quality  of  cloth  at  g6;  then  20  dollars 
worth  .of  imported  cloth  will  make  his  suit — but  he 
concludes  that  if  the  manufacturer  will  give  liim 
cloth  for  wood  he  will  take  of  his  neighbor,  and 
they  fix  tlie  price  ofthe  wmod  at  ^1,  the  cutting  of 
which,  at  30  cents  per  cord,  amounts  to.  g7.20,  and 
the  drawing  to  g 16.80,  making  altogether  §24. 
He  will  then  have  his  suit  for  §4;  because  it  is  un- 
derstood that,  without  tliis  excliange  with  the  ma- 
nufacturer, lie  would’ never  have  got  his  wood  to 
market,  and  the  labor  used  in  getting  it  there  would 
never  have  been  turned  to  any  other  account.  It 
is  in  this  way  that  tlie  resources  of  a young  nation 
must  and  will  be  brought  into  action;  and  the  soon- 
er it  is  done  by  protecting  or  prohibitory  duties  on 
articles,  the  raw  materials  of  whicli  we  have  in  abun- 
dance, or  by  other  means,  the  sooner  we  will  be^, 
come  not  only  independent,  but  rich. 
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The  author  tlien  ask«?,  “Who  are  the  classes  of 
the  cormminity  so  importunate  for  prohibitions 
or  heavy  import  <!uties!”’  aiirl  answers,  “the  pro- 
ducers  of  the  particular  commodity  that  applies  for 
);iotection  from  competition,  not  the  consumers  of 
that  commodity.  I'he  pulilic  interest  is  their  plea; 
hut  self-interest  is  evidently  their  object.  \Vell. 
but  say  these  j^entry,  are  they  not  the  same  thing? 
are  not  our  gains  nation.^I  gains?  By  no  means: 
whatever  profit  is  acquired  in  this  nianner,  is  so 
rnurJi  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  a neighbor  and 
fellow  citizen:  and  if  the  excess  of  charge  thrown 
upon  consumers  bvthe  monopoly  could  be  correct- 
ly c.mputed,  it  would  he  found  that  the  loss  of  the 
consumer  exceeds  the  gain  of  the  monopolist. 
Here,  then,  individual  and  public  interest  are  in 
direct  opposition  to  each  other;  and,  since  public 
inrtrrest  is  understood  by  the  enlightened  few  alone, 
is  t .'ll  Miri'ris'Ug  tiiat  tiie  prohibitive  system  should 
find.  S'»  n;any  partizans  and  $o  few  opponents?” 

In  the  a.iove  quotation  there  is  a contradiction, 
not  to  say  absurdity;  and,  in  my  opinion,  tlie  con 
elusions  the  writer  draws  from  his  assertions  are  as 
iinwarrantabiV’  as  it  is  evident  that  he  is  the  servile 
tool  f a despotic  government.  Ilis  assertions  are 
strong,,  but  not  supported  by  reason  or  facts,  as 
1 beli-ve;  at  any  rale,  they  are  not  demonstrated  to 
b ' t ue.  1 believe  that,  as  it  respects  most  nations 
except  our  own,  a majority  ot  the  people  are  in 
f .vor  of  the  very  prohibitions  their  governments 
have  arlojited;  consequently,  it  is  not  “the  produ- 
cers of  the  particular  commodity  that  applies  for 
protection  from  competition”  alone,  that  are  “so 
importunate  for  prohibitory  or  heavy  import  du 
ties;”  for  it  will  hardly  be  denied,  that,  in  every 
nation,  the  consumers  make  a large  majority  of  the 
community.  And  it  is  not  so  clear  that,  even  in  this 
country,  with  all  the  prejudices  imbibed  from  Eu- 
ropean authors  on  politicaleconomy,  (who,  it  would 
seem,  are  hired  to  advocate  the  very  doctrines 
which  their  own  governments  condemn,  in  order 
to  mislead  others, — that  they  themselves  may  be 
tlie  better  of  others’  folly),  the  majority  are  net  in 
favor  of,  at  least,  “heavy  "import  duties”  on  all  ar 
tides  winch  can  he  manufactured  at  home,  and  of 
which  we  have  the  raw  materials  in  abundance.  My 
o'An  opinion  is,  that  a majority  of  our  citizens  are 
in  favor  of  even  prohibitory  duties,  upon  many  ar- 
ticles now  im.ported;  and,  if  so,  what  would  they 
say  of  you  or  me,  or  even  Monsieur  Say,  when  we 
should  tell  them  that  they  opposed  the  interests  of 
the  nation,  and  that  “the  public  interest  is  under- 
stood by  the  enlightened  few  alone?”  As  well 
might  we  tell  them  that  they  “arc  their  own  worst 
enemies.” 

“In  buying  of  a foreigner,  the  nation  really  does 
no  more  than  send  abroad  a domestic  product  in  lieu 
of  consuming  it  at  home,  and  consumes  in  its  place 
the  foreign  product  received  in  exchange.  The  in- 
dividual consumer  himself,  probably,  does  not  con- 
duct this  operation;  commerce  conducts  it  for  him. 
No  one  country  can  buy  of  another,  except  with  its 
ow’n  domestic  products.”  So  says  ourauthor:  there- 
fore admitting  it  to  be  true,  how  can  it  be  expect- 
ed that  a nation  like  ours  can  exchange  in  foreign 
markets  our  own  produce  for  the  quantity  of  foreign 
products  which  we  want  for  our  own  consumption; 
considering  that  we  are  principally  an  agricultural 
nation,  and  our  products  are  proiiibited  in  those 
very  countries  whose  products  we  most  want?  I’he 
only  alternative  we  have  left  is,  to  produce  less  of 
those  products  we  have  been  in  the  practice  of  ex- 
changing for  those  of  foreign  nations,  and  produce 
others  similar  to  those  we  have  been  in  the  practice 
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of  receiving  from  other  nations  in  exchange  for  our 
own;  otherwise,  according  to  Say’s  own  doctrine, 
we  shall  be  drained  of  the  little  wealth  we  derived 
from  our  carrying  ti-ade,  while  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope  were  at  war  with  each  other.  And  whenever 
we  take  of  the  productions  of  foreign  nations  for 
consumption,  more  than  we  can  p.ay  for  in  our  own 
productions,  the  hhlance  is  a debt  against  us,  which 
must  be  paid  in  specie,  if  we  have  it;  and  if  w'e  have 
it  not,  we  will  not  be  able  to  purchase  it,  conse- 
quently we  must  become  bankrupt,  if  the  present 
policy  of  our  government  continues,  such  appears 
to  me  our  inevitable  fate.  The  fact  of  bills  of  ex- 
change on  England  bearing  a premium  of  12  to  14 
per  cent,  is  certainly  some  evidence  of  it;  particu- 
larly as  we  can  draw  on  no  country  at  a premium  to 
balance  it.  Hence  1 conclude,  tliat  if  we  were  to 
proliibit,  for  instance,  foreign  manufactures  of  iron, 
glass,  cottons  and  wollens  of  particular  descriptions, 
to  the  amount  of  our  over-trading,  the  industry  of 
the  nation,  to  an  extent  equal  to  the  production  of 
that  amount,  and,  perhaps,  much  more,  would  be 
turned  into  other  cliaiinels,  so  as  to  create  a saving 
of  that  amount,  at  least,  in  manufacturing  the  kinds 
of  goods  prohibited. 

1 have  not  time  to  follow  the  writer  any  farther 
at  present;  and  if  I had,  1 presume  you  would  nei- 
ther have  time  nor  inclination  to  Follow  my  observa- 
tions: but  I cannot  help  saying,  as  I said  before, 
that  the  whole  tenor  of  the  writings  of  Smith,  Say, 
Hume,  Malthus,  and  the  whole  host  of  book  makers 
on  political  economy,  are  not  calculated  for  the 
present  state  of  society;  and  I would  rather  trust 
myself  with  the  notions  of  brother  Jonathan,  than 
all  the  fine  spun  and  closely  woven  productions  of 
John  Bull  and  his  European  cotemperaries  on  that 
subject. 

I am  not  an  advocate  for  the  total  prohibition  of 
all  foreign  co’.nmndities  or  manufactures;  but  I see 
no  reason  why  we  might  not,  with  advantage,  pro- 
hibit nearly  all  the  foreign  manufactures  of  iron, 
cotton,  wool,  hemp,  flax,  glass,  paper,  and  a few 
others.  We  liave  the  raw  materials,  or  can  produce 
them  in  abundance.  A prohibition  would  have  the 
effect  to  bring  into  profitable  operation  a great 
deal  of  the  capital,  skill  and  industry  of  the  nation, 
now  idle  or  unproductive;  and  would  save  us  a great 
deal  both  in  the  cost  and  freight  of  those  heavy 
articles  we  import.  Our  iron  ores,  now  buried  in 
the  earth,  would  be  brought  up  and  converted  into 
the  most  useful  machinery:  our  hills  would  become 
sheep  pastures:  our  farms  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  now  almost  unproductive,  would  be  con- 
verted  into  hemp  and  flax  farms:  the  streams  and 
rivulets  that  flow  uninterrupted  to  their  great  de- 
posilory,  would  be  studded  with  manufactories; 
and,  in  fine,  the  nation  would  be  better  fed  and 
clothed,  and  with  less  expense,  tlian  heretofore. 
Plenty  would  fill  our  board  and  gladness  beam  in 
every  countenance. 


Batik  of  the  United  States. 

To  THE  rcBLic.  The  exposition  which  I made  to 
the  stockholders  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  2d  ult.  contained  no  personal  allusions,  ex- 
cept such  as  were  required  by  the  discharge  of  my 
public  dut)';  but,  when  thus  called  upon,  I frankly 
confess  no  fastidious  delicacy  in  relation  to  the  sen- 
sibilities of  the  guilty  restrained  me  from  di.sclosing 
the  truth.  The  exposition  which  I made,  f consi- 
dered to  be  due  to  the  stockholders,  and  to  the 
public  morals.  It  ought  to  have  been  made  three 
years  ago.  In  relation  to  the  fraudulent  agents  of 
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the  bank,  no  mere  was  said  than  was  necessary  to 
give  a correct  view  oF  the  state  of  the  bank,  and  a 
distinct  impression  of  the  extent  and  character  of 
the  frauds  which  had  been  committed  upon  it.  The 
multitude  of  facts  and  circumstances  from  which 
the  just  coloring  of  the  picture  may  be  derived, 
(without  which  its  shades  are  comparatively  feint), 
have  not  been  touched,  though  justice  to  the  pub- 
lic and  the  stockholders,  require  that  they  should 
be  given  at  a proper  time  hereafter. 

1 was  well  aware  that  any  statement  I might  make 
Avould,  in  all  likelihood,  be  controverted  by  those 
whom  it  tended  to  inculpate  and  expose;  and  tliat 
the  easy  tactic,  as  much  at  the  command  of  the  guil- 
ty as  the  innocent,  of  declaring  it  to  he  false,  would 
be  employed,  unless  it  should  be  established  by 
such  proof  as  should  leave  no  room  for  this  subter- 
fuge.  It  was  for  this  reason  that,  when  I made  the 
exposition,  I invited  an  investigation  of  it.  With 
the  same  view  I requested  as  a favor,  and  claimed 
as  an  act  of  justice,  an  opportunity  of  proving  the 
facts  which  I had  alleged.  When  the  committee 
were  first  convened,  I went  into  proofs  of  nearly 
every  fact.  When  the  stockholders  re-assembled, 
after  a temporary  adjournment,  many  new  mem- 
bers  were  added  to  the  committee,  and  1 again  ex- 
hibited the  proofs  before  adduced,  and  added  such 
as  were  necessary  to  complete  the  evidence  of 
every  fact  I have  alleged.  Several  days  were  spent 
in  the  investigation,  and  when  I had  concluded,  I 
emphatically  called  upon  the  committee  to  say, 
whether,  on  any  fict,  they  entertained  doubt,  and 
if  they  did,  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  removing 
it  by  further  proof.  No  member  expressed  any. 
I Was  afterwards  informed  that,  upon  the  question 
being  expressly  made,  whether  the  facts  narrated 
in  the  exposition  had  been  established,  the  commit- 
tee resolved  unaniwojisly  that  they  had.  I mention- 
ed this  in  discussion,  on  the  last  day  of  the  meeting 
of  the  stockholders,  when  the  report  was  before 
them,  and  appealed  to  the  committee  for  the  truth 
of  it,  when  a distinguished  member  of  it,  (the  whole 
committee  being  present,  acquiescing  in  his  state- 
ment), declared  that  the  committee  had  been  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  proof  of  every  fact  alleged, 
and  had  unanimously  resolved  that  every  fact  had 
been  fully  proved. 

I confess,  I did  suppose,  after  so  solemn  and  pub- 
lic a testimony  on  the  subject,  that  even  the  hardi- 
hood of  the  most  audacious  guilt  would  have  been 
silenced;  but  in  this  1 find  I have  been  mistaken, 
though  it  may,  perhaps,  be  discovered  that  that 
silence  would  have  been  as  much  an  act  of  pru- 
dence  as  decency.  I had,  however,  relied  so  much 
upon  the  submission -to  truth,  which  is  natural  even 
with  the  guilty,  when  the  proof  is  incontrovertible, 
that  I omitted,  until  recently,  to  obtain  an  authen- 
ticated copy  of  the  resolution,  believing  that  I 
should  never  have  occasion  to  use  it.  This  fact  has 
prevented  me  from  publishing  the  annexed  docu- 
ment at  an  earlier  day.  It  will  speak  for  itself,  and 
when  the  character  of  the  gentlemen  who  compos- 
ed the  committee  shall  be  regarded,  comprising, 
too,  as  they  did,  every  species  of  intelligence,  and 
representing  almost  all  parts  of  the  union,  no  doubt 
can  be  left  on  any  mind  of  the  truth  of  the  facts 
narrated  in  the  exposition.  Whether  the  conclu- 
sions  I have  drawn,  or  the  commentaries  I have 
made  on  those  facts  be  correct  or  not,  are  questions 
which  I shall,  without  any  solicitude  about  the  re- 
sult, leave  to  the  judgment  of  the  public.  In  pub- 
lishing this  document,  I am  aware  that  many  will 
suppose  I am  induced  to  do  so  by  a circumstance 
utterly  unworthy  of  s!irh  notice,  and  that  the  pub- 


lication of  it  is  aUogetlier  supererogatory.  If  the 
circumstance  alluded  to  were  mv  only  or  my  prin- 
cipal motive,  the  conclusion  would  be  correct;  but 
it  is  not.  I have  been  mn^b  more  influenced  bv  a 
desire  to  show  to  the  public,  once  for  all,  in  the 
most  incontrovertible  shape,  that  the  facts  stated 
in  the  exposition  luere  actually  and  fully  proved  be- 
fore tl>ey  were  adopted  by  the  committee,  than  from 
any  apprehension  that  the  public  would  doubt  the 
truth  of  the  statements  I had  .made, 

LANGDON  CHEVF.S. 

October  17,  1822. 

*(fia7ik  United  States,  Sept.  2.5,  1322. 

♦‘The  committee  of  inspection  and  investiga: ion, 
appointed  in  pursuance  of  a resolution  adopted  at 
the  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  met  agretubly  to 
adjournment.  Mr.  Cheves  continued  the  proof  of 
his  statements,  and  closed  at  12  -when,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted: 

** Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  commit- 
tee, Mr.  Cheves  has  fully  and  satisfactorily  proved 
the  facts  detailed  in  his  statement  of  the  past  and 
present  condition  of  the  bank,  submitted  by  him  to 
the  stockholders,  on  the  2d  September,  and  now  in 
the  possession  of  this  committee.” 

Ido  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a correct  ex- 
tract from  the  minutes  of  the  committee  of  stock- 
holders  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  sig  ned  by 
the  chairman  and  secretary,  and  deposited  in  the 
bank  for  safe  keeping. 

J.  ANDREWS,  Assistant  cashier. 
Bank  United  Slates,  Oct.  17,  1822. 


The  fruits  of  Liberty. 

The  following  delighltul  article  is  from  a late  nam-, 

her  of  the  “Itichmond  Enquirer;” 

COMMUNICATEU, 

Curiosity  a few  days  past  carried  me  to  Albemarle 
court — I was  more  than  gratified. — A meeting  of 
the  visitors  of  the  university  and  of  the  agricultural 
society  of  Albemarle  had  drawn  together  a large 
number  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  i’he 
group  was  highly  gratifying  to  a Virginian,  and  still 
more  to  a philanthropist.  To  pass  over  many  pri- 
vate citizens  of  great  intelligence;  to  say  nothing 
of  members  of  congress,  of  whom  there  were  three 
-—and  among  them  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives— not  to  notice  the  present  or  ex- 
governors, of  whom  there  were  five — but  to  corv 
fine  our  attention  exclusively  to  the  three  distin- 
guished individuals,  oi>e  of  whom  now  fills,  and  two 
had  filled  the  office  of  chief  magistrate  of  the  Unit- 
ed States— this  alone  was  a spectacle  that  could 
not  fail  to  strike  the  eye  of  observation,  and  to  pro- 
duce a train  of  the  most  pleasing  reflections.  Tq 
see  citizens,  who  had  held  the  most  important  office 
in  the  government  of  their  country,  in  perfect  con- 
cord with  each  other,  minglingwith  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  perfect 
equality  and  social  familiarity,  not  otherwise  dis- 
tinguished than  by  their  services,  is  a practical 
commentary  on  the  spirit  and  beneficent  effects  of 
our  institutions,  which  cannot  fail  to  obtain  the  ap- 
probation of  the  good  and  the  wise  every  where. 
What  a contrast  does  this  incident  present,  bet^veen 
America  and  the  world  beside!  'I  he  repose  of  all 
christendoui  has  been  frequently  disturbed  by  the 
rival  pretensions  of  two  insignificant  beings,  arro- 
gantly claiming  to  be  the  temporal  head  of  the 
mildest  of  all  religions,  whose  distinguishing  cha- 
racteristics are  humility  siftd  a contempt  <)f  earthly 


NILES^  REG15TER-OCTOT5KR  £G,  I -PITCAIRN'S  ISLAND. 


things— but  who  scrupled  not  to  disgrace  religion 
itself  in  their  efTorts  at  personal  aggrandizement. 
How  many  nations  have  been  drenched  in  blood, 
and  given  up  to  desolation,  while  M'aging  intermina- 
l)Ie  wars  ofsuccession — while  settling  the  contemp- 
tible question  by  what  name  they  should  be  op- 
pressed.  On  the  contrary,  here  we  see  the  most 
illustrious  of  mankind,  if  worth  and  talents  confer 
that  exalted  distinction,  voluntarily  retiring  from 
the  Inghest  station,  and  en  joying,  in  tlteir  domestic 
relations,  a happiness  which  a restless  ambition, 
however  successful,  never  knew.  Elsewhere  ab- 
dication from  supreme  power  is  a synonym  with 
the  grave.  Here  it  leads  directly  to  tlie  full  frui- 
tion of  the  most  perfect  happiness  which  man  can 
enjoy — a consciousness  that  his  course  is  finished, 
that  he  has  been  the  benefactor  of  his  species,  and 
that  endless  gratitude  will  consecrate  his  name. 
Elsewhere  the  assemblage  of  chiefs  is  a direful  por- 
tent to  the  hopes  of  nations— here  its  beneficent 
purpose  is  to  multiply,  in  a thousand  ways,  the  pros- 
perity of  mankind — elsewhere  those,  to  whom  pow- 
er has  been  given,  unite  themselves  under  the  hy- 
pocritical and  imposing  name  of  a holy  alliance,  for 
the  execrable  purpose  of  uniting  the  chains  of  sla- 
very by  closing  the  fountain  of  light — here,  without 
ostentation  and  without  hypocrisy,  they  lay  the  so- 
lid foundations  of  everlasting  fr-^edom  by  fostering 
the  means  of  illuminating  the  liuman  mind.  In  the 
contemplation  of  this  contrast  let  America  rejoice 
and  be  thankful. 


Pitcairn’s  Island. 

The  following  account  of  a visit  lately  paid  by  an 
American  whale  ship  to  this  little  speck  in  the 
vest  Pacific  ocean,  cannot  fail  to  interest  many 
readers.  The  history  of  the  present  inliabitants 
is  simply  this — the  British  ship  Bounty,  lieutenant 
Bligh,  was  sent  to  the  South  Seas,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  transporting  the  bread  fruit  tree  and 
other  productions  to  the  West  Indies.  Being  in 
those  seas,  the  crew  mutinied  in  1789,  and  com- 
mitted their  commander  and  the  other  officers  to 
the  ocean  in  a small  boat,  and  their  wonderful 
preservation  is  well  known  from  lieut.  Bligh’s 
narrative.  The  mutineers  proceeded  to  Otaheite, 
where  they  took  on  board  several  of  the  natives, 
chiefly  females,  and  then  went  in  search  of  some 
uninhabited  ilsand  to  escape  punishment — they 
reached  Pitcairn’s  island,  ran  the  ship  ashore, 
and  destroyed  her,  to  prevent  a discovery  of 
them,  after  taking  out  w’hat  they  thought  might 
be  necessary  to  them.  Until  the  year  1808,  no- 
thing was  known  of  the  mutineers — it  was  sup- 
posed that  they  bad  all  perished;  but  in  that 
year  the  American  ship  Topaz  accidentally  fell 
in  with  the  island,  and  this  was  the  first  visit  that 
the  people  thereon  had  ever  received.  It  is  not 
know'n  that  they  were  visited  again  until  1814, 
when  two  British  vessels  of  war,  in  search  of  the 
Essex  frigate,  touched  there,  to  the  great  alarm 
of  “John  Adams,”  whose  right  name  is  said  to 
be  Alexander  Smith,  who  was  a seaman  on  board 
the  Bounty;  but  he  was  not  molested  by  his  coun- 
trymen, his  then  harmless  life  and  virtuous  con 
duct  disarming  any  thing  like  resentment  which 
they  might  have  felt  for  his  former  proceedings. 
The  account  below  was  communicated  to  the 
publishers  at  New-York,  by  captain  Ridgehyof 
the  U.  S.  frigate  Constellation,  on  his  arrival  at 
that  port  from  his  cruise  in  the  Pacific. 

Previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  Constellation  from 

Valjparaiso,  the  American  whale  ship  Russell,  capt. 


.Arthur,  of  New  Bedford,  arrived  from  Pitc.airn’s 
Island,  and,  from  the  priv:ite  joiirn;.t  ot  the  r.tp’.or, 
the  follawing  interesting  account  of  the  [;eople  of 
that  island  was  copied: 

“March  8th,  lat.  24, 30,  S.  long  129,  25,  W. 

at  midnight  hove  to;  at  day  light  saw  Pitcuir 
j island,  8 leagues  off;  stood  for  it,  and  uinl^-  we 
I were  within  about  3 or  4 indes  of  the  s:  oif',  w -ve 
boarded  by  the  most  interesting  crew  oi  }oung 
men  that  I had  ever  seen;  at  noon,  we  lay  aoack 
near  the  land. 

From  all  I had  otherwise  read  and  learned  re- 
specting the  inhabitants  of  Pitcairn’s  Isla  icl,  induc- 
ed me  to  have  tlie  following  notice  posted  up  n\ 
the  fore  part  of  our  ship,  before  wo  iiad  any  com- 
munication with  the  islander.s: 

“It  is  the  impression  of  the  KusselTs  owners,  that 
the  most  j)art  of  her  company  wer.  from  respects- 
hie  families,  and  is  desirable  that  their  conduct  to- 
wards the  islanders  should  verify  the  opinion.  As 
this  island  has  been  hitherto  but  little  frequented, 
they  will  he  less  susceptible  of  fraud  than  a more 
general  intercourse  with  tiie  world  would  justify. 
It  is  desired  that  every  officer  and  naan  will  abstain 
from  all  licentiousness  in  word  or  deed,  but  will 
treat  them  kindly,  courteously,  and  with  the  strict- 
est good  faith.  As  profane  swearing  has  become 
an  unfashionable  thing  even  on  board  a man  of  war, 
it  is  quite  time  it  were  laid  aside  by  a whaleman, 
particularly  at  this  time.  As  these  islanders  have 
been  taught  to  adore  their  Maker,  and  are  not  ac- 
customed to  hear  his  name  blasphemed,  they  were 
shocked  with  horror  when  they  heard  some  of  the 
crew  of  an  American  si. ip  swear,  and  said  it  was 
against  the  laws  of  their  God,  their  country  and 
their  conscience.” 

Ship  Ku.ssell,  March  9tb,  1822 — Pleasant  wea. 
ther;  at  2,  P.  M.  went  on  shore,  accompanied  by 
capt.  Arey  in  his  boat;  as  the  islanders’  boat  want- 
ed repairing,  we  took  her  on  deck,  and  before  the 
next  morning  had  her  done,  to  the  grateful  satisfac- 
tion  of  our  new  friends.  The  islanders  went  on 
shore  in  one  of  our  boats;  captain  Arey  taking  five 
and  we  the  other  five— our  landing  was  eflected 
much  easier  under  the  slcilful  direction  of  our  new 
pilots-than  could  otherwise  have  been  done. 

Previous  to  leaving  the  ship,  bread  and  butter 
was  put  on  the  table  and  they  were  invited  to  eat, 
but  they  refused, alleging  that  it  was  tlieir  fast  day; 
however,  after  some  importunity  and  inquiry  w-he- 
ther  I thought  it  would  be  any  harm  to  them,  and 
being  assured  in  the  negative,  they  partook,  though 
slightly,  and  not  till  after  tliey  had  asked  a blessing. 
And  after  their  repast  was  finished,  a hmyn  and 
prayer  was  preferred  with  great  devotional  pro- 
priety. 

On  our  landing,  the  hill  of  difficulty  was  to  be 
ascended,  a job  I could  not  myself  have  performed 
in  less  than  two  or  three  hours;  it  was  done  in  much 
less  time  with  the  assistance  of  a young  man  named 
Robert  Young,  who  helped  me  almost  every  step. 
When  we  arrived  at  the  lop,  we  appeared  to  be  at 

least  300  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water 

having  gone  up  a zigzag  path,  the  boat  was  almost 
directly  under  us.  We  were  then  met  by  the  ve- 
nerable governor,  J.  Adams,  who  was  attended  by 
most  of  the  women  and  children  of  the  island,  and 
were  welcomed  to  their  shores  in  the  most  artless 
yet  dignified  manner.  Afterrestinga  w’hile,  w'e  were 
invited  to  the  village,  about  half  a mile  distant, 
through  groves  of  cocoa  nuts  and  other  trees  of  a 
large  growth,  which  made  an  excellent  shade.  Al- 
though  we  came  to  the  village,  which  was  situated 
on  a gentle  declivity,  with  a sufficient  distance  be- 
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tween  the  houses  for  the  drying-  and  bleaching  of 
their  cloth,  the  beautiful  prospect,  regularity  and 
neatness  of  the  houses,  with  the  jojous  and  double 
welcome  of  its  truly  hospitable  inhabitants,  made 
the  spot  enchanting.  Soon  after  our  arrival  a din 
ner  was  served  up,  consisting  of  two  roasted  pigs, 
fowls,  yams  and  plantains;  but  as  they  declined 
partaking  with  us,  on  account  of  its  being  their  fast 
day,  we  concluded  to  wait  till  near  sun  down,  at 
which  time  they  would  be  at  libeity  to  join  us;  and 
xvhen  they  thought  it  seasonable  we  all  sat  down 
together,  but  not  till  the  chief  of  our  kind  enter- 
tainers bad  asked  a blessing  in  a very  impressive 
manner.  The  return  of  thanks  appeared  not  less 
impressive  on  the  minds  of  the  little  community, 
who  were  like  olive  branches  around  the  family 
table.  After  spending  the  evening,  if  not  the  feast 
of  reason,  at  least  we  had  the  flow  of  soul — beds 
were  prepared  for  captain  Arey  and  myself,  and  J. 
Adams  having  taken  a bed  in  the  chamber,  though 
it  was  not  his  house,  we  conversed  till  midnight. 
Early  in  the  morning,  our  kind  female  friends  were 
actively  employed  in  getting  breakfast  for  us,  which 
was  ready  by  7 o’clock,  consisting  of  fowls  boiled 
with  yams,  which  made  an  excellent  sonp:  it  was 
good  and  we  ate  heartily.  For  our  dinner  we  were 
treated  ^yith  baked  pigs  and  roasted  goats,  with  a 
large  quantity^  of  yams,  plantains,  &c.  Our  people 
were  equally  well  provided  for.  At  3 o’clock  1 
returned  to  the  shore  to  go  on  board,  receiving  the 
same  kind  attention  in  descending  the  mountain 
which  was  paid  when  going  up  it.  We  got  into  our 
boats  with  feelings  of  gratitude,  which  1 was  unable 
to  express  towards  these  good  people,  but  not  till 
they  made  me  promise  to  come  on  shore  again  be- 
fore we  left  the  island, 

10th,  11th  and  12th — Stil!  lying  oft  and  on,  a part 
of  the  crew  on  shore,  relieving  each  other  by 
lurus.  On  the  12th  I again  went  on  shore,  and  was 
received  and  treated  with  every  attention.  Befo."e 
noon  I returned  on  board,  after  taking  a more  affec- 
tionate leave  than  1 ever  did  any  where  except  my. 
home.  I was  accompanied  on  hoard  by  .Tohn  Adams, 
Dolly  Young  and  Mary  Ann  Ciiristian — having  re- 
ceived from  them  a supply  of  young  cocoa  nuts 
and  fowls,  and  made  such  presents  as  they  wished 
for  and  we  could  spare  from  the  ship’s  stores — we 
g’ave  them  a part  of  a bolt  of  liglit  duck,  one.  axe, 
two  hatchets,  four  boat  knives,  a bag  of  bread,  a 
few  bottles  of  wine,  a roil  of  old  canvas,  a little 
grindstone  and  a watch.  Having  now  accoiuplisbed 
the  business  for  which  we  came,  our  friends,  after 
wishing  us  a good  voyage  and  safe  return  home, 
went  on  shore.  Captain  Arey,  not  having  finished 
watering,  concluded  to  stay  another  day  or  two  He 
was  anxious  for  us  to  stay  till  he  was  ready,  but  I 
was  unwilling  to  lose  more  time. 

Before  we  leave  Pitcairn’s  Island,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  make  a few  observations.  The  lime 
and  manner  of  its  colonization  are  to  most  general 
readers  well  known.  John  Adams  and  six  Otaheitan 
women  is  all  that  is  left  of  the  Bounty.  Forty-nine 
bave  been  born  on  the  island,  two  of  wiiom  arc  dead, 
which  leaves  fifty-three  persons  on  the  island,  now 
all  in  good  health,  without  a single  exception. 
There  are  about  eleven  active  young  men,  who  are 
ready  and  willing  at  all  times  to  assist  a ship’s  crew 
in  procuring  water  or  wmod,  or  any  thing  else  t'ne 
island  affords.  John  Adams  assures,  and  from  what 
we  ourselves  saw,  we  have  no  reason  to  disbelieve 
him,  that  the  island  was  inhabited  before  them- 
selves, but  at  what  period  is  difficult  to  conjecture. 
They  found  after  their  arrival,  many  places  where 
houses  had  stood,  burying  places  and  images  repre- 


senting a human  figure,  with  other  indubitable 
marks  that  they  were  not  the  first  possessors  of 
Pitcairn’s  Island.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  the 
aborigines  left  it  at  no  recent  period,  as  the  trees 
growing  on  the  bouse  spots  could  not  have  arrived 
to  their  present  size  in  less  than  a hundred  year^, 
perhaps  five  hundred.  The  land  is  high,  and  may 
be  seen  12  or  15  leagues — its  coast  clear  of  dan- 
gers— winds  variable,  which  makes  it  easy  to  lie  off 
and  on — the  town  is  situated  on  the  north  sirle  of 
the  island,  rather  nearest  the  west  end — the  houses 
may  be  seen  three  or  four  leagues  by  a ship  com- 
ing from  the  north. 

The  diffei’ent  names  of  the  islanders  are  Adams, 
Christian,  sen.  Christian,  jun.  Young,  Quintrall  and 
M’Kay. 

Henderson’s  Island  lies  E.  N.  E.  from  Pitcairn’s 
one  hundred  miles.  Ducie’s  Island  is  rigidly  laid 
down  in  the  Practical  Navigator,  and  is  low  and 
very  dangerous. 

Pitcairn’s  lat.  25,  5,  S.  by  acet.  26,  41 — long.  130, 
22,  W.  byacct.  128.  52. 

Henderson’s  lat.  24,  26,  S.long.  128,  30,  W. 


Independence  of  Brazil. 

[tRAXSL.VTKD  Foil  THE  FEDJ-:UAI.  OAZETTE.] 

Manifesto  of  his  royal  higlines.s,  the  constitutional 
prince  regent,  and  perpetual  defender  of  ths 
kingdom  of  Brazil. 

To  the  people  of  the  same  kingdom: 

Brazilians — 

The  day  in  which  men  could  be  deceived  has 
entirely  past,  and  governments  which  still  wish  to 
eslablisii  their  power  on  the  presumed  ignorance  of 
tlm  people,  or  ancient  errors  and  abuses,  will  discov- 
er that  pillar  of  their  usurped  greatness  too  feeble  to 
support  it;  it  will  be  levelled  and  they  will  find  one 
which  will  rise  in  the  majesty  of  its  strength  on 
the  ruins  of  so  fragile  a support.  Little  did  the 
cortes  of  Lisbon  supposethattiie  southern  province 
of  Brazil  would  shake  off  the  yoke,  which  they 
were  preparing  for  them,  and  that  they  would 
place  themselves  under  my  protection,  requiring  of 
me  to  stand  forth  in  defence  of  their  rights,  and 
for  the  preservation  of  their  liberty  and  iudepen- 
dence.  Permit  me,  therefore,  Brazilians,  to  de- 
clare to  you  the  truth.  The  congress  of  Lisbon,  ar- 
rogating to  itself  the  tyrannical  prerogative  of  im- 
posing on  the  Brazilians  a new  principle  of  go- 
vernment, an  article  of  new  belief^  affirmed  by  a 
partial  and  promissory  oath,  and  which  contained, 
in  fact,  the  seeds  of  self-desfruction,  compelled 
the  Brazilians  to  examine  minutely  the  document, 
in  which  they  discovered  so  much  injustice  in 
their  unfounded  pretentions.  This  examination, 
which  reason  dictated,  w'as  instituted  to  show 
to  the  people  that  Portugal,  destroying  all  the  es- 
tablished forms,  changing  all  the  ancient  and  re- 
spectable institutions  of  the  monarchy,  effacing 
tfie  recollection  of  all  its  relations  on  re-establish- 
ing itself  again,  could  not  compel  the  Brazilians  to 
accept  a disgraceful  and  contemptible  system  of  go- 
vernment, without  violating  those  very  jirinciples 
on  which  the  revolution  was  predicated.  By  their 
acquiescence  they  would  liave  denied  the  right  of 
changing  their  political  instltuions  when  found  at 
variance  with  the  public  good;  they  would  have 
destroyed  the  very  ba.se  on  which  they  intend  to  es- 
tablish the  proper  rights  of  a government  suited 
to  their  interest,  (the  unalienable  right  of  all  peo- 
ple); they  would  have  .arrested  the  march  of  reason; 
they  would  have  destroyed  the  claims  of  justice, 
whose  laws  are  predicated  on  the  very  nature  ^ 
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things,  and  can  never  derive  any  authority  from  the 
were  caprice  of  men. 

Then  will  the  southern  provinces  of  Brazil  by  an 
unanimous  effort  rise  in  the  neajesiic  strength  of  a 
people,  who  claim,  as  their  inviluable  right,  the 
privileges  of  liberty  and  happiness,  and  will  cast 
their  eyes  on  me,  the  son  of  their  king  and  friend, 
who,  properly  estimating  the  advantages  of  so  rich 
a ])Oi  tion  of  the  globe  as  this  we  inhabit,  who  [iro- 
perly  appreciates  the  talents  of  this  community, 
•A ill  be  roused  with  a just  indignation  when  view- 
iog  the  contemptible  and  tyrannical  conduct  ot  those 
who  so  falsely  and  prematurely  had  assumed  the 
title  of  fathers  of  their  country,  and,  instead  of  act* 
i!)g  in  the  character  of  the  faithful  representatives 
of  the  Portuguese,  assumed  to  Lliemselves  the  sovt- 
i'cignly  over  its  vast  provinces. 

I thought  it,  therefore,  highly  worthy  of  me,  the 
great  king,  .my  father,  whose  delegate  I am,  to  re- 
spect tile  sons  of  such  faithful  subjects,  in  whose 
breasts  exist  the  noble  feelings  of  republicanism, 
and  w ho,  avoiding  the  example  of  some  neighbor- 
ing towns,  wull  cleposite  in  me  all  their  hopes  and 
thus  save  the  royal  olfspring  in  this  American  conti- 
nent, and  preserve  the  acknowledged  rights  of  the 
power  of  B.aganza. 

i acceded  to  their  generous  and  sincere  requests 
and  remained  in  Brazil,  informing,  in  the  mean  lime, 
our  good  king.  Persuaded  that  this  step  would 
have  made  known  to  the  cortes  of  Lisbon  the  state 
of  feeling  in  Brazil,  its  well  known  dignity  and  the 
new  acquirement  of  its  enlarged  sentiments,  it  was 
liojicd  the  know’leclge  of  this  stale  of  feeling  would 
liave  arrested  the  impolitic  career  they  were  pur- 
suing, and  would  iiave  caused  them  to  adopt  one 
dictated  by  justice,  u lrichthey  had  entirely  neglect- 
ed. Such  a course  was  pointed  out  by  reason;  but 
the  visionary  schemes  offered  by  egotism  and  folly, 
frustrated  the  patriotic  wishes  of  the  people  of 
this  kingdom  and  threw  it  into  a state  of  anarchy. 

Sadi  conduct  immediately  produce<l,  (as  was  to 
be  exiiected),  the  resentment  and  indignation  of 
the  allied  provincts,  and,  in  a moment,  as  if  by  ma- 
gic, all  tlieir  ideas  and  sentiments  were  directed  to 
o;ie  point  and  to  one  only  end.  They  desired  me, 
as  liie  guara.ntee  of  their  precious  liberty  and  of 
the  national  honor,  peaceably  to  call  a generivl  con- 
sLitueiit  and  legislative  assembly  in  the  Brazil.  I 
delcieu  this  only  to  see  if  the  vanity  of  the  cortes 
of  Lisbon  w ould  yield  to  tiie  voice  of  reason  and  jus 
tice,  and  to  their  own  interests;  but  the  order  sug- 
gestCil  by  them,  and  Iransniitted  to  tlie  Portuguese 
consuls,  to  prohibit  the  exportation  '.>f  rnunitions  of 
w ar,  was  too  strong  an  indication  of  war  and  the  ac- 
tual commencement  of  hostilities. 

This  kingdom,  since  it  acknowdedged  me  their 
perpetual  defender,  required  of  me  immediately  to 
adopt  the  most  energetic  measures  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  their  honor  and'prosperity. 

Had  I hesitated  in  my  determination,  I would  at 
ence  have  violated  my  sacred  promise,  on  the  one 
hand,  and,  on  the  other,  would  have  given  rise  to  all 
the  evils  of  anarchy,  the  dismemberment  of  the 
•provinces,  and  all  the  fury  of  a democracy.  What 
wrestling  would  there  not  have  been  amidst  such 
sanguinary  parties,  between  a tliousand  successive 
and  opposing  factions?  Who  would  have  retained 
possession  of  the  gold  and  diamonds  of  her  mines? 
of  those  formidable  nvers  which  are  the  strength 
of  our  state — of  that  astoni.shing  fertility,  the  Inex- 
liaustible  fund  of  so  much  riches  prosperity? — 
Who  could  have  appeased,  allayea  the  fury  of  so 
many  conflicting  parties — who  could  have  civilized 
c’.Vr  distent  province,,  divided  by  so  many  rivers? 


Who  would  have  penetrated  into  the  wildness  of 
the  interminable  forests  to  offer  aid  to  our  poor  de- 
serted Indian;  who  could  have  ascended  their  lofty 
and  inaccessible  mountains?  Most  assuredly,  Brazil- 
ians, Brazil  would  have  been  ruined,  this  precious 
jewel  of  all  beautiful  nature,  which  is  at  once  the 
envy  and  admiration  of  the  whole  world. 

( should  have  been  answerable  for  all  these  evils 
— for  all  tlie  blood  shed — lor  the  unlbrtunate  vic- 
tims which,  unquestionably,  would  have  been  sa- 
crifleed  to  the  particular  views  and  interests  of 
such  contending  factions,  hud  I not  adopted  the  mea- 
sures so  earnestly  solicited  by  the  people;  I,  there- 
fore,  immediately  directed  that  an  assembly  of  Bra- 
zil should  be  called  for  the  cement  of  the  political 
independence  of  this  kingdom,  at  the  same  time 
not  intending  to  break  the  bonds  of  the  Portuguese 
fraternity;  to  tranquilize,  on  principles  ot  justice, 
the  united  kingdoms  of  t’oriugal,  Brazil  and  Al- 
garves,  and  to  preserve,  under  the  same  chief,  two 
families,  separated  by  a wide  ocean,  who  can  only 
live  united  by  the  equality  of  rights  and  the  reci- 
procation of  their  intere.sts. 

Brazilians,  it  is  not  necessary  for  you  to  recola 
lect  all  tile  evils  to  which  you  were  subject  or  what 
induced  you  to  inalce  the  representation  transmit- 
ted to  rue  by  the  ctiamber  of  representatives  and 
the  people,  on  the  23d  of  May,  and  which  gave  rise 
to  my  royal  decree  of  the  3d  of  June,  of  the  pre- 
sent year;  but  a deference  for  the  opinions  of  man- 
kind require  us  to  declare  the  reasons  which 
dictated  this  course— the  liistory  of  the  acts  of  the 
congress  of  Lisbon,  with  regaid  to  Brazil,  is  a his- 
tory of  conlinuai  injustice  and  deceit — all  having  in 
direct  object  to  destroy  tiie  prosperity  of  Brazil,  and 
so  eflectually  to  paralize  all  its  energies  as  to  make 
it  entirely  dependent  on  the  mother  country;  that 
the  world  may  have  been  witness  to  the  justice  of 
our  cause,  we  appeal  to  the  following  facts. 

The  congress  of  Lisbon  gave  laws  to  Brazil 
without  waiting  for  its  representation,  thus  des- 
troying the  sovereignty  of  the  mrjesty  of  jthe  na- 

j tiOIl. 

I'hey  denied  us  a delegation  of  executive  power 
I so  necessary  to  the  pro’per  de'veiopeutcnt  of  bur 
j physical  means.  Knowing,  at  the  same  time,  the 
gieat  distance  which  separated  us,  leaving  us  witii- 
ont  law.s  ..pprojiriate  to  our  climate,  our  wants,  and 
onr  local  situation. 

They  gave  us  a government  withoct  slabihty  and 
without  unity,  formed  in  insubordination,  rivaiship 
and  oontradiction.s — thus  depriving  us  o‘  rl,o  rank 
wliicli  sheenjots,  and  weakening  the  tbunUatioh  of 
our  future  granduer  and  prosperity,  and  daving  us 
into  ail  the  horrors  of  anarcliy  and  confusion. 

They  excluded  the  Brazilians  from  all  participa- 
tion in  the  emoluments  arising  from  offices  of  ho- 
nor or  profit,  and  tilled  your  cities  with  European 
bayonets,  commanded  by  cruel,  rapacious  and  fo- 
reign chiefs. 

They  received  with  enthusiarn,  and  loaded  with 
benefits  all  those  mon.sters  who  attempted  to  de- 
stroy the  best  affections  of  the  heart,  and  who  tri- 
umphed  in  the  idea  of  extinguishing  the  last  ray  of 
hope  among  the  people. 

rhey  cast  usurpinpe  hands  upon  the  resources  of 
the  bank  of  Brazil,  overloaded  with  an  enormous 
national  debt,  whicli  the  congres.s  never  used:  at  a 
time  when  the  credit  of  the  bank  was  united  with 
the  public  credit  of  Brazil  and  with  its  own  pros- 
perity. 

They  negociated  with  foreign  nations  the  aliena- 
! tioM  of  portions  of  your  territory,  to  weaken  and  en-, 
I slave  vcu. 
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They  disarmed  your  fortresses,  stripped  your  na- 
vy yards,  lef  t in  a defenceless  stale  your  harbors, 
calhng-  to  l*ortugal  all  your  navy— they  exhausted 
yoar  treasures  with  repeated  demands  to  support 
the  troops  which  came  without  your  permission  to 
shed  your  blood;  and,  at  the  same  lime,  they 
prohibited  the  introduction  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tions with  which  y'ou  could  arm  yourselves  and  sup- 
port your  liberty. 

rhey  showed  a project  of  commercial  relations, 
v/hich,  under  the  false  appearance  of  imaginary  re- 
ciprocity and  equality,  monopolized  your  riches, 
and  oliered  your  ports  to  foreigners;  thus  destroy, 
ing  yuur  agriculture  and  industry,  and  again  reduc- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Brazil  to  the  state  of  father- 
less and  unsettled  planters. 

They  have  treated,  from  the  beginning,  with  con- 
tempt and  scorn,  the  representatives  of  Brazil, 
v/hen  they  had  the  valor  to  proclaim  their  right; 
and  even,  (but  who  can  dare  mention  it)!  threaten, 
ed  you  with  setting  free  all  the  slaves,  that  they 
might  rise  in  opposition  against  their  own  masters. 

To  finish  then  this  long  narration  of  horrid  in- 
justice, when,  for  the  first  time  that  congress  listen- 
ed to  the  expressions  of  your  just  indignation,  they 
doubled  their  opposition  and  endeavored  to  take 
advantage  of  the  goodness  and  confidence  reposed 
in  them. 

The  delegation  oflhe  executive  power  which  was 
rejected,  as  unconstitutional,  by  the  congress,  is  now 
offered  to  us  by  a commission  from  that  congress, 
without  the  necessary  modification  to  make  it  ac- 
ceptable to  the  people.  Its  acknowledgment 
would  be  the  signal  of  your  destruction  and  would 
fend  to  arm  province  against  pi*ovince,  and  brother 
against  brother — thus  realizing  the  views  of  those 
who  formed  it  for  the  purpose  of  prostrating  your 
liberties. 

Ifemcmbfer  then,  generous  inhabitants  of  this  vast 
and  powerful  empire,  that  you  now  enjoy  the  in- 
dependence and  happiness  which  have  been  pre- 
dicted at  so  many  difierent  periods  b>  the  politi- 
Gians  of  Europe.  You  are  now  a sovereign  people, 
— you  have  now  entered  into  the  great  society  of 
independent  nations,  to  which  you  had  every  claim. 
Honor,  national  dignity  and  the  voice  of  nature,  all 
commanded  the  colonies  not  to  be  colonies  any 
longer,  since  they  have  arrived  at  maturity;  and, 
although  treated  like  colonies,  they  are  capable 
of  forming  and  maintaining  a government  inde- 
pendent of  any  foreign  dominations.  The  same 
right  which  Portugal  has  to  destroy  its  ancient 
institutions,  and  to  establish  new,  you  possess  in  an 
extended  degree;  you  inhabit  a vast  and  a spacious 
country,  with  a province,  although  disseminated,  ah 
ready  greater  than  that  of  Portugal,  and  which  pro- 
mises to  grow  in  power  with  unexampled  rapidity. 
If  Portugal  denies  to  you  this  right,  it  renounces 
itself  the  right  which  it  may  claim,  for  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  its  new  constitution,  from  other  na- 
tions. 

Brazilians!  Nothing  further  is  to  be  cone  than  to 
unite  yourselves  with  interest,  love,  and  hopes; — to 
command  the  august  assembly  of  Brazil  to  manage 
the  helm  of  slate,  with  justice  and  prudence, 
that  we  may  avoid  the  rocks  which  the  seas  of  revo- 
lutions unfortunately  present  to  France,  6'fiain,  and 
even  to  Portugal. 

Do  not  doubt,  Brazilians,  that  your  representa- 
tives, who  are  occupied  in  pointing  out  the  true 
rights,  will  support  yours,  whicli  have  been  trampled 
down,  and  denied  to  you  for  these  three  centuries-, 
4hey  will  consecrate  thetrueprinciplesof  the  Brazil- 
ian represeiitativc  monarqhy;  they  will  declare  king 


of  this  beautiful  country  seignor  D.  John  VI.  my  au- 
gust father,  whose  love  you  most  highly  possess; 
they  will  destroy  anarchy  and  despotism;  they  will 
compel  all  the  officers  and  public*  functionaries  to 
enter  into  the  requisite  responsibility  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  their  duties,  and  they  never  will  ob- 
struct  the  majestic  fiignt  of  the  national  legislation 
and  public  will. 

Firm  in  the  invariable  principles  of  not  sanction- 
ing abuses,  your  representatives  will  introduce 
light  and  new  order  into  the  dark  chaos  of  public 
revenue,  economical  administration,  and  civil  and 
criminal  laws.  They  have  the  magnanimity  to  be- 
lieve that  those  necessary  and  useful  ideas,  which 
tend  to  the  good  of  mankind,  are  not  destined  ti. 
be  only  the  orna.-nent  of  books.  And  that  the  per- 
fection granted  to  man  by  the  Almighty,  must  not 
be  manifested  by  the  obstruction,  but  the  advance- 
ment, of  the  social  order  and  happiness  of  nations. 
They  will  give  you  a code  of  laws  adequate  to  llie 
nature  of  your  local  circumstances,  interests,  popu- 
lation and  relations,  whose  execution  will  be  entrust- 
ed to  just  judges,  who  will  gratuitously  administer 
justice,  and  will  banish  all  the  perplexed  causes  of 
your  bar,  founded  on  obscure,  unfit,  complicated 
and  contradictory  laws. — They  will  give  you  a pe- 
nal code,  devised  by  reason  and  humanity,  instead  of 
these  bloody  and  absurd  laws,  of  which  you  have 
been  the  unhappy  victims.  You  will  have  a system 
of  tributes,  which  will  shew  respect  to  the  agricul- 
[ tural  labors,  and  to  the  works  of  industry,  to  the 
dangers  of  navigation,  and  to  the  liberty  of  com- 
merce. 

Valiant  soldiers,  you  iiave  also  a military  code, 
made  to  suit  the  exigencies  of  an  army  constituted 
of  disciplined  citizens,  possessed  of  valor,  -and  capa- 
ble of  defending  the  country  and  civic  virtues,  by 
which  they  themselves  will  be  protected  and  se- 
cured. 

The  literati,  almost  always  hated  and  despised 
by  despotism,  now  have  open  the  Way  to  the  tem- 
ple of  glory  and  honor.  You  will  now  see  that  only' 
virtue  and  merit  will  decorate  the  sanctuary'  of  our 
country,  and  tlien  intrigue  will  not  gain  access  to  the 
throne,  whose  doors  were  heretofore  only  open  to 
hypocrisy  and  imposition. 

Ye  citizens  of  all  ranks,  and  Brazilian  youth,  to 
you  I would  observe,  that  you  have  a code  of  pub- 
lic and  national  industry',  which  will  germinate  and 
sprout  luxuianlly,  the  talents  of  lliis  blessed  climate,, 
and  will  place  our  constitution  under  the  safe  guard? 
of  the  future  generations,  infusing  to  all  the  nation 
a liberal  education,  which  will  communicate  to  ali 
its  members  instruction  sufficient  to  promote  the 
happiness  of  the  great  Brazil. 

Brazilians!  Do  not  fear  foreign  nations;  FiUrope, 
which  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America,  and  which  kept  itself  in  a 
perfect  state  of  neutrality  towards  the  Spanish  co- 
ionics,  cannot  fail  to  acknowledge  Brazil,  w'hich, 
with  so  miuch  justice,  means  and  resources,  also 
strives  to  enter  into  the  great  family  of  natio.ns. — 
VVe  shall  never  interfere  with  their  particular  af- 
fairs, and  consequently  they  will  not  obstruct  the 
peaceful  and  free  commerce  which  we  shall  offer 
to  them,  secured  by  a representative  government 
whicli  we  shall  establish. 

Let  no  other  shout  be  issued  from  your  lips,  but 
UNION;  let  no  other  word  be  reiterated,  from  the 
Jlmuzons  to  the  Prato,  but  ijvdeprxdknck.  I^et  all 
our  provinces  be  strongly:  chained  into  unanimity, 
not  to  be  brcfken  by  any  force.  Let  all  ancient 
])rejudices  be  banished  at  once,  substituting  in  their 
place  the  love  of  the  public  good,  I.et  bias." 
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phemers,  oil!  Brazilians,  declaim  with  injuries  andi 
slanders  ag*ainst  you,  a^jainst  me,  and  against  our| 
liberal  sysum;  for  if  they  praise  us,  Brazil  might 
be  ruined.  Let  them  say  tliat  wc  act  against  Por- 
tugal, against  our  mother  country,  against  our  be- 
nefactors; we,  supporting  our  rights,  punishing  by 
our  justice,  and  consolidating  our  liberty,  w isii  to 
free  Poriugul  from  a new  class  of  tyrants. 

Let  them  say  that  we  rise  in  opposition  to  out- 
king;  he  well  knows  that  wc  love  him,  as  a citizen 
king,  and  that  we  wish  to  deliver  him  from  the  ig- 
nomiidous  state  of  servitude  to  which  he  has  been 
reduced  Let  tlicm  shout,  wishing  to  persuade  the 
world  tliat  we  break  tlie  bonds  of  union  with  our 
Euio()ean  brothera,  no, — we  wish  to  ground  it  up- 
on solid  foundations,  without  the  influence  of  a par- 
ly, wJiicli  basely  despised  our  rights  and  trampled 
tipon  our  liberties. 

Illustrious  natives  of  the  bay,  generous  and  unluc- 
ky portion  of  llte  Brazils,  whose  soil  is  seized  by 
greedy  and  envenomed  harpies,  how  much  do  I 
feel  for  your  fate!  The  time  of  d.-ying  your  tears, 
and  assuiiging  your  despair  may  yet  appear.  Na- 
tives of  the  bay!  aprightliness  and  courage  are 
your  characteristic;  banish  from  you,  these  inons 
ters,  wiiich  support  themselves  on  your  blood,  and 
are  emboldened  by  your  forbearance.  They  are 
no  more  Portuguest^  throw  them  oil'  from  your 
sight,  and  come  to  join  us,  who  are  waiting  for  you 
with  our  arms  open. 

Valiant  minors,  intrepid  Pernambuguians,  de- 
fenders of  the  Brazilian  liberty,  march  and  succor 
your  brother;  it  is  not  by  the  cause  of  a province, 
U is  by  the  cause  of  Brazil,  that  the  primogcnial  of 
Cubral  is  to  be  defended.  Extinguish  tlie  nursery 
©f  wolfs,  who  yet  support  the  bloody  caprices  of 
the  factious  party.  Remember  the  fires  of  JionUo, 
and  scenes  of  lieeife.  We  succor  and  love,  as  bro- 
thers, all  the  peaceful  Portuguese,  who  respect  our 
rights,  and  who  are  anxious  for  our,  as  well  as  their 
own,  happiness. 

inhabitants  of  Cera,  of  Maratiham,  and  of  the  rich 
I*ura,  possessors  of  those  beautiful  northern  pro-j 
vinces,  come  sign  to  the  act  of  our  emancipation, 
that  we  may  see  you  incorporated  in  the  great  jio- 
litical  society.  Brazilians,  in  general!  Friends,  let 
us  unite  ourselves;  I am  your  companion,  I am  your 
defender;  let  us  obtain,,  as  the  only  reward  of  all 
our  toils,  the  honor,  glory  and  prosperity  of  Brazil; 
for  the  accomplishmeiiL  of  which,  I shall  always  be 
at  your  front,  in  the  most  dangerous  places.  Per- 
mit me  to  convince  you  that  your  felicity  depends 
on  mine.  It  is  my  glory  to  rule  an  upright,  valiant 
and  free  people-  Give  me  the  example  of  your  vir- 
tues, and  of  your  union,  and  be  assured  thk  I shall 
»€  worthy  of  you. 

Tn  the  palace  of  the  Rio  Janeiro,  on  the  first  day 
of  August,  1822. 

(Signed)  PRINCE  REGENT. 


Mexican  Papers. 

The  following  documents  may  serve  to  indicate  the 
present  condition  of  this  country,  and  require  an 
insertion  in  this  work  for  reference: 

nOVAL  I'ROCtAMATlOX. 

Whilst  in  every  quarter  it  was  rumoured  that  a 
conspiracy  v.'as  ready  to  break  out  Ihreateiung  to 
throw  the  country  into  the  stormy  sea  of  anarchy, 
good  citizens,  contemplatiug  with  astonishment  the 
apparent  inuilFerence  in  which  the  government 
juaintained  itself,  censured  as  inactive  or  dissembled 
a conduct,  which  sought  its  justification  in  that  very 
.sIowneiS3  and  dday  of  its  proceedings.  The  wick- 


I ed>atthe  same  time,  hastened  their  measures,  and,, 

1 believing  their  horrible  triumph  secured  by  tbe  le- 
nity and  e.\ces3ive  indulgence  of  the  government^ 
were  on  the  point  of  displaying  their  bloody  stan- 
dard of  sedition,  and  delivering  up  the  state  to 
the  tumultuous  shock  of  all  the  passions.  They 
were  united  only  in  that,  and  discordant  in  every 
other  part  of  their  plans;  some  wishing  to  realize 
chimerical  ideas  ot  republicanism,  and  others  to 
place  tke  sceptre  in  foreign  hands  in  order  to  hurl 
from  the  throne  the  person  who  had  been  called 
to  occupy  it  by  the  free  votes  of  the  people. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  calculate  the  enornaoas 
evils,  which  this  opposition  of  interests  among  the 
discontented  would  produce  in  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  if  suffereu  to  be  longer  exposed  lo  the 
contagious  breath  of  irreconcilable  and  inimical  fac- 
tions. In  such  circumstances,  the  government,  re- 
.sj)oasible  for  the  security  and  repose  of  the  nation, 
found  itself  under  the  necessity  of  applying  those 
remedies  pointed  oat  by  the  nature  of  the  evil  it- 
self, and  last  night  proceeded  to  take  steps  against 
the  individuals  whom  public  opinion  and  circum- 
stantial evidence  designate  as  the  authors  or  agents 
of  the  revolution;  hut  this  measure,  of  which  even 
tliesc  who  provoked  it  cannot  complain,  insures 
public  order,  which  would  have  been  compromit- 
ted  by  further  impunity;  and  if  among  those  impli- 
cated are  found  some  of  the  deputies  of  our  august 
congress,  sensible  and  impartial  men  will  be  con- 
vinced that  the  government,  impelled  by  imperious 
necessity  for  the  salvation  of  the  state,  has  no  de- 
signs against  the  national  representation. 

The  constitutional  representative  sy.stem  is  the 
most  suitable  for  the  country,  and  the  emp«ror,  who 
has  sworn  to  die  in  its  defence,  and  who  has  given 
so  many  proofs  of  liis  adliesion  to  tliis  form  of  go- 
vernment, will  lose  no  opjiorlunity  of  repeating 
them,  and  of  evincing  that  lie  aspires  only  to  pre- 
serve uninjured  the  rights  of  the  people,  which  can 
have  no  guarantee  amidst  the  convulsions  of  anar- 
chy. 

Under  this  impression,  lie  wishes  that  all  the  citi- 
zens,- informed  of  the  motives  which  gave  rise  to  last 
night’s  proceeding.s,  may  live  happy  and  secure, 
while  his  majesty  watches  over  their  preservation 
and  tranquility,  which,  by  tiie  special  favor  of  Pro- 
vidence, remain  undisturbed.  And  by  his  order  1 
communicate  it  to  your  e.xcellency  that,  by  publish- 
ing it  in  the  usual  manner,  the  surprise  which 
always  results  from  exaggerated  and  incorreci 
statements  may  be  avoided. 

God  preserve  your  excellency  manv  years. 

iIerber.v. 

.J/e.r/co,  Jlvgust  1822. 

fEPUiSLlC  VN  raOCtAMATlOX. 

To  the  inhnhilanls  of  Anahuac. 

CiT,iZENs!  CoUiVriivMEN!  A man  who  has  aV 
ways  worn  the  livery  of  despotism,  and  who  has 
gloried  in  it  in  the  face  of  the  world — by  immolat- 
ing many  victims  of  his  compatriots,  assassinated 
by  liis  hand  and  by  his  orders,  might  blind  us  for  a 
moment,  when,  pretending  to  follow  the  banner  of 
liberty,  he  proclaimed  our  independence.  But  now' 
the  veil  is  rent,  and  the  illusion  has  disappeared 
forever.  I'rom  the  moment  th  at  the  subtle  and  ca-. 
pricious  aut  hor  of  the  plan  of  Iguala  and  treaties* 
of  Cordova  w as  seen  to  concentrate  in  his  person 
and  fimih , at!  the  interests  of  the  country  and  the 
trult  of  past  saciilices  of  his  well  deserving  sons;, 
when,  with  an  impudence  without  example  in  his- 
tory, viblating  physically  and  morally  the  august 
national  co’^gress.  v.^e  have  seen  him  arrogate  to 


12S 


MLES>  REGISTER-OCTOBER  26,  16££~CHROMCLE. 


himselt  the  imperial  diadem  of  Anahuac,  and  final- 
13^  when,  with  a paricidal  hand  he  has  seized  the  bar 
of  iron,  to  establish  an  hereditary  dominion  in  the 
19th  century  over  the  same  empire  which  was  go 
verned  in  the  I5lh  w'ith  a sceptre  of  gold  and  flow- 
ers, by  the  generous  and  unfortvinate  elective  em 
])eror  Montezuma;  from  that  period,  I say,  tlie 
hearts  of  the  sons  of  liberty  ought  to  beat  with  in 
dignation,  and  their  arms  should  be  stretched  out  to 
seize  the  naked  st^el,  to  rouse  our  fellow-citizens 
from  their  fatal  lethargy,  aud  our  beloved  country 
from  its  present  abjection  and  abasement.  And 
their  hearts  have  already  leaped,  do  not  doubt,  fel 
low-citizens;  and  tlieir  arms  are  already  extended, 
and  the  patriotic  ardor  has  spread  even  to  the  anti- 
chambers  of  the  tyrant’s  palace.  His  real  followers 
are  few,  vile  slaves,  and  for  the  most  part  foreign- 
ers; his  soldiers  are  either  hirelings,  or  have  alrea- 
dy served  in  our  ranks  and  have  shed  their  blood 
under  the  banner  of  liberty.  Draw  together  com 
panions,  and  besides  our  bayonets  let  us  use  our 
arms  to  fraternally  embrace  each  other, 

M ExiCANs;  1 aspire  io  nothing  personal;  you  know 
it;  if  the  ambition  of  honors  had  occupied  my  heart, 
nothing  would  have  been  easier  than  to  see  myself 
loaded  with  the  most  pompous  which  the  tyrant 
could  bestow  in  the  gothic  fame  of  his  coronation 
I propose  no  plans  upon  the  form  or  basis  of  govern 
ment  which  we  must  have  to  govern  us — the  first 
cry  of  all  the  people  of  our-continent  upon  rising 
against  the  oppression  of  Spain,  except  him  of  Igua- 
la,  was  for  a republic;  but  I do  not  believe  myself 
sufficiently  the  organ  of  the  nation  to  fix  it.  Biu 
for  liberty  1 do;  that  I proclaim  in  the  face  of  the 
universe,  persuaded  that  I shall  find  no  man  so  de- 
graded as  to  resist  it.  'f'he  tyrant  himself,  although 
falsely,  has  vociferated  it  without  intermission.  Li- 
berty, then,  is  that  which  sustains  our  arms — above 
all,  liberty  for  the  august  congress.  The  funda- 
mental laws  of  the  nation  are  not  to  be  dictated  by 
acclamation,  nor  by  the  point  of  the  baj'onet.  The 
city  of  Puebla  shall  be  henceforward  the  residence 
of  the  government,  where,  by  the  first  of  October 
next,  the  deputies  of  the  provinces,  who  have  or 
may  then  abandon  the  capital,  shall  meet,  until  it 
shall  be  free  from  the  tyranny  which  oppresses  and 
degrades  it;  the  general  congress  shall  assemble 
there  without  any  other  garrison  or  escort  than 
what  they  may  point  out. 

Citizens,  countbymen!— The  standard  of  liberty 
is  raised;  there  can  be  no  peace  nor  treaties  with 
any  kind  of  tyranny.  If  you  assist  me,  this  handful 
of  heroes  are  sufficient  to  fix  it  forever  in  our  coun- 
try. Follow  us,  Mexicans;  and  I,  for  the  first,  swear, 
by  the  most  sacred  oath  wliich  exists,  that  the  arms 
shall  never  leave  my  hands  but  with  one  of  those 
extremes,  liberty  or  death. — Jalapa,  1st  August, 
1822.  Your  fellow-citizen, 

GUADALOUPE  VICTORIA. 


CHRONICLE. 

J^aval.  The  keel  of  a ship  to  carry  120  guns, 
we  are  told,  is  about  to  be  laid  at  Philadelphia.  She 
is  to  be  built  under  the  especial  care  of  captain 
Bainbridge. 

Tlve  U.  S.  schooner  Porpoise  arrived  at  Charles 
ton  on  the  14th  inst.  after  a long  and  active  cruise  in 
the  West  India  seas.  Lieut,  com.  Ramage  is  said  to 
possess  irresistible  evidence  of  the  piratical  charac- 
ter of  the  Palmyra,  lately  released  at  Charleston, 
though  not  yet  departed  from  that  port. 


Pennsylvania.  The  following  grntl-.-m'*n  have 
been  elected  members  of  the  18th  congress — the 
eight  last  namr*d  are  fed*  ralis’s: 

Daniel  H.  Miller,  Samuel  D Ingham,  Thomas  J. 
Rogers.  Philip  S.  Marklev,  James  S.  Mitchell,  Jfbri 
Findlay,  James  W:lson,  D..n»el  Udree,  Henry  Wil- 
son, Andrew  Stewart,  T.  Pnlterson,  John  Brown, 
Patrick  Fairelly,  John  Tod,  Guorge  Piumf  r,  Robert 
Harris,  Samuel  M’Kean,  George  Kreamer,  Samuel 
Breck,  Joseph  Hemphill,  Samuel  Edwards,  Tarres 
Buchanan,  I^aac  Wayne,  W.  Cox  Ellis,  alter  For- 
ward, J.  Allison. 

Georgia.  Itis  stated  in  the  Washington  Gazette, 
that  col.  Hammond,  after  legal  investiga: mn,  has 
been  restored  to  the  office  of  secretary  of  the  state 
of  Georgia. 

Singular  longevity.  Henry  Brown,  now  living  in 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  .lanuaw,  1686.  H;s  fa- 
ther  was  a negro,  his  mother  an  Inciiaii  He  was 
a slave  70  years,  and  has  been  a freeman  58  years; 
He  was  a soldier  at  Ohio  in  Braddock’s  defeat,  in 
1755,  then  aged  59  years.  He  is  now  in  his  129th 
year;  has  long,  straight,  black  hair;  walks  about, 
and  enjovs  tolerably  good  health.  He  nev  ;r  mar- 
ried. and  begins  to  think  it  too  late.  He  wants  to 
die,  but  is  afraid  he  never  shall. 

JVIrs  Goioing,  a widow  lady,  of  JafFerey,  N H.  on 
the  8th  lilt,  being  then  88  years  old,  had  the  plea- 
sure of  seeing  at  her  own  table  her  eight  sons  and 
four  daughters,  and  their  wives  and  husbands,  ex- 
cept two— all  in  health  and  pro'  prrily.  Tiie  ac- 
count adds — “Few,  with  her,  can  say,  they  have 
seen,  of  26  children,  81  grand  children  and  3 great 
grand  children,  (in  all  110) — 88  yet  living  find 
prosperous.” 

Died,  at  Lebanon,  Con.  Miss  Hepzibah  Strong, 
aged  67.  When  a blooming  girl  of  19,  and  on  the 
eve  of  being  married,  she  received  a fall  and  injured 
the  spiral  marrow,  and,  for  the  space  of  48  years, 
never  walked,  or  was  able  to  raise  her  head  from 
the  pillow — most  of  the  time  also  unable  to  bear 
the  leaot  noise  or  light. 

Rapiu  wohk.  f'rom  the  [N.  Y.]  Steuben  & Alle- 
gany Patriot,  of  Get.  10.  Gen.  McClure  made  abet 
of  50  dollars  that  he  would  take  wool  in  the  fleece 
and  manufacture  a suit  of  satinet  cloth  in  ten  hours. 
I’he  bet  was  decided  last  Saturday  in  his  favor,  hav- 
ing completed  the  suit  and  put  them  on  in  8 hours 
and  45  minutes.  The  color  was  a blue  mixture;  the 
wool  vvss  colored  in  35  minmes;  carried,  spun  and 
wove  in  2 hours  and  25  minutes;  fulled,  knapped, 
dried,  sheared  and  dressed  in  1 hour  and  56  minutes; 
carried,  in  four  minutes,  three  quarters  of  a mile  to 
Mr.  Gilmore’s  tailor  shop,  who,  with  the  assistance 
of  seven  hands,  completed  the  coat,  jacket  and 
overalls  in  3 hours  and  45  minutes;  there  was  a half 
yard  of  the  cloth  left,  being,  in  the  whole,  8^  yards, 
and  of  such  quality  as  was  estimated  to  be  worth 
one  dollar  per  yarcl  The  general  offers  to  double 
the  bet  that  he  will  make  a better  suit  in  less  than 
eight  hours— and  dares  the  advocates  of  John  Bull’s 
manufactures  to  take  him  up. 

There  was  a great  collection  ol’])eople  assembled 
on  the  occasion.  C<  1.  Bernard,  with  the  officers^ 
commissioned  and  non  commissioned,  of  bis  regi- 
ment, a full  band  of  music,  and  many  citizens  escort- 
ed the  general  from  the  village  to  the  factory,  when, 
after  partaking  of  this  worthy  citizen’s  usual  libe- 
rality, the  procession  returned  to  the  village,  the 
air  resounding  with  many  hearty  cheers. 


rnrsTED  by  -wiitiAM  ogdkk  jiiles,  at  thb  eh^nkiin  piiess,  watzii-stkekt,  bast  or  souxa-STRSET. 
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THE  PAST  — THE  PHBSEHT-  FOR  THE  FL’TURK. 

EHITEH  AW1»  PnHLISUEn  HY  H.  NILES,  AT  PKR  ANNOM,  PAYARLK  IN  ADVANCE. 


Health.  We  are  truly  glad  to  see  it  announced 
fn  the  New-York  papers,  tliat  the  calamity  which 
lately  afflicted  that  city  has  ceased.  I'he  statement 
of  the  board  of  health  computes  but  six  cases  which 
could  not  be  traced  to  the  west  and  south  at  Fulton 
street,  and  but  two  cases  tliat  have  not  been  traced 
to  that  part  of  the  city  included  within  the  bounds  1 
of  Catherine,  Bancker  and  Pike  streets  and  the  I 
river.  Is  it  possible  that  better  evidence  than  t.his 
could  be  furnished  of  the  locality  of  the  disease— 
that  it  was  not  contagious? 

'I  he  whole  amount  of  cases  reported  was  401;  of 
deaths  230. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  desolation  of  part  of  New 
York,  we  copy  the  following  from  the  “Statesman:” 
“We  have  seen  green  beans  at  Mr.  Bruce’s  store, 
which  were  plucked  this  morning,  by  one  of  the 
watchmen,  from  vines  growing  in  Liberty-street, 
which  had  not  been  touched  by  the  frost.  Mr. 
Bruce  has  some  muskmelons,  of  from  two  to  three 
inches  in  length,  which  grew  upon  the  pavements 
in  Greenwich  street!  The  beans,  which  are  about 
three  inches  in  length,  grew  also  in  the  street,  and, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  muskmelons,  are  the  product 
of  seed  thrown  out  by  the  inhabitants  before  they 
were  driven  thence  by  the  pestilence,  and  wliicii 
took  root  in  the  scanty  soil  between  the  paving 
stones.  What  a striking  evidence  is  this  of  the 
utter  desertion  of  that  part  of  the  city  by  all  hu- 
man beings  and  domestic  animals!  And  what  a pic* 
tore  of  desolation  and  gloom  does  it  exhibit!” 

Those  who  had  left  their  homes  on  “the  Point,” 
in  this  city,  have  generally  returned.  It  appears 
every  where,  as  yet,  that  the  yellow  fever  always 
gives  w’ay  to  a heavy  frost,  and  this  also  shews  that 
its  elements  are  in  the  atmosphere — not  in  persons 
or  goods.  • 

At  the  date  of  our  last  accounts,  the  angel  of  death 
had  not  stayed  his  arm  at  New-Orleans — the  cases 
of  fever  v/ere  rather  increasing.  In  Pensacola,  the 
disease  had  nearly  stopped  for  the  want  of  subjects; 
the  people,  generally,  having  abandoned  the  place 
or  perished  in  it:  but  cases  were  occurrii.g  among 
those  who  had  fled  to  the  neighboring  parts  of  the 
country, — and  the  editor  hereof  has  just  received 
intelligence  of  the  decease  of  his  second  son,  SA:yiu 
EL  Niles,  at  the  Barrancas,  on  the  6th  ult.  aged  22 
years— a well-informed  and  accomplished  young 
mans  who  promised  to  fulfil  the  best  hopes  of  his 
now  mourning  parents.  He  had  been  in  Pensacola 
only  a few  hours  on  his  first  arrival,  and  proceeded 
to  the  Barrancas,  where  he  was  attacked  by  the 
fever — a letter  from  thence  announced  that  he  was 
the  fourtli  person  who  had  recovered;  but  it  seem.s 
that  he  relapsed  and  departed,  after  an  illness  of 
about  four  weeks. 

The  navy.  Some  friend  has  sent  us  a ponderous 
pamphlet  of  104  octavo  pages,  being  an  account 
of  tlte  “trial  of  capt.  John  Shaw,  by  the  general 
court  martial,”  held  on  hoard  the  U.'  S.  ship  Inde- 
pendence, at  Charlestown,  Mass,  in  March  last; 
printed  at  W’ashington,  “from  the  official  record  on 
file  in  the  navy  department:” — to  which  there  is 
an  appendix  “subjoined  by  capt.  John  Shaw.” 

We  have  not  waoled  through  this  iveii^Juy  exhibit, 
and  perhaps  never  shall.  But  opening  the  hook  by 
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accident,  we  were  struck  with  the  words  * much  in' 
Jury  to  ihe  service  generally,"  at  the  top  of  (,ag.  9J. 
being  a part  of  the  appendix.  I'his  attracted  at- 
tention, as  having  immed:ate  bearing  on  a matter 
that  has  become  almost  disgusting  of  late  -tlie  fre- 
quency and  great  waste  ot  money  on  courts  m.'»rtml 
land  courts  of  inquiry  about  the  conduct  of  naval  of- 
ificers.  It  is  part  of  a letter  from  capt.  Sinclair  to 
capt.  Shaw— and  the  whole  of  the  pointed  sentence 
is  to  express  his  regret  at  the  diff  rence  that  had 
happenerl,  “ns  those  feuds  among  ourselves  tend  very 
much  to  the  injury  of  the  service  " Capt.  Sinclair  is 
right — the  service  is  materially  injured  by  it,  and 
the  people  are  womV'f/b>  sucii  doings  Miey  liave 
book  after  book  about  these  things,  and  :ue  even 
threatened  with  two  heavy  octavo  volumes  to  con- 
tain an  account  of  a proceeding  just  brought  to  a 
close!  I’his  is  tpo  much! — but  it  encourages  the 
consumption  of  rags  and  employs  printers — so  -we 

ought  not  to  complain  of  it! yet  we  lose 

what  is  much  more  valuable — the  renown,  perhaps 
even  the  efficiency  of  the  navy.  These  belong 
to  the  nation,  they  are  the  “main  brace”  of  the 
establishment;  and,  if  the  officers  by  their  “feuds 
among  themselves”  destroy  them,  down  it  will  go 
and  they  with  it,  great  and  meritorious  as  may  have 
been  their  services.  The  \merican  people  are  a 
quiet  people;  and,  above  all  things,  they  dislike 
that  the  officers  cherished  and  supported  by  them, 
should  be  engaged  in  any  kind  of  fighting  but  such 
as  the  law  designates  against  the  enemies  of  the 
republic.  There  may,  or  maj  not,  have  been  cause 
for  the  late  trials  and  investigations — they  are  too 
tedious,  loo  large,  for  any  soberly  disposed  and  dis- 
interested person  to  examine,  that  he  may  form  an 
opinion  “from  a view  of  the  whole  ground;”  but 
this  is  certain,  that,  if  there  is  not  less  of  such  pro- 
ceedings, there  will  be  less  subjects  to  give  rise 
to  them  hereafter:  the  establishment  will  be  ra- 
zeed. The  people  will  not  be  taxed  because  those 
paid  and  supported  by  them'wrangle  with  one  ano- 
ther: w'e  do  not  pay  them  for  that.  I venture  to  say 
that  the  people  will  not. 

Insolvents.  The  (I’hiladelphia)  Democratic 
Press,  of  the  19th  inst.  says — “At  the  present  insol- 
vent court  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
there  were  3U3  applicants,  of  whom  fiTy-one  were 
opposed,  the  remaining  two  hundred  and  fifty  two 
are  either  discharged  or  are  discharging  without 
opposition.” 

So  it  is,  or  has  been,  in  all  our  large  cities  At 
BosLton,  during  the  months  of  May,  June  and  J.i:y 
last,  about  one  hundred  capital  failures  :ook  place, 
whose  aggregate  amount  was  estimated  at  froiL  3 
to  ^4,000,000!  Othtr  cities  have  hail  equally  peril- 
ous  times,  and  some  of  them  have  suffered  more  — 
“but  tJie  end  is  not  yet  ” The  fi  *ry  trial  will  bi*  felt 
when  the  great  amount  of  goods  imported  in  the 
present  year,  with  the  duties  upon  them,  are  to  be 
paid  for.  Then  we  shall  have  a smashing — a tumb- 
ling clown  of  the  lofty,  the  ruin  of  honest  but  in- 
prudent  men,  and  the  triumpu  of  the  base— who 
1 calculate  on  relief  by  the  insolvent  laws  as  a part 
of  their  means  of  supporting  themselves  in  m ie- 
cent  profligacy  and  waste.  The  latter,  unhappily, 
make  so  large  a portion  of  the  people  in  ail  otir 
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large  cities,  as  to  iovm  societies  of  tkcir  own — to 
fill  the  ball  rooms  and  the  tlieatres,  and  overflow 
with  quaniiiies  tor  dinner  and  tea-parties,  whereat, 
seemingly,  tlie  sweat  and  blood  of  the  poor  chief!) 
go  into  the  turmatioa  of  what  they  not  upon.  At 
the  most  fun  hion  able  places,  you  may  tind  men  sport- 
ing  witli  their  families,  who  ought  to  be  occupied 
in  sawing  stone  or  making  nails  in  the  penitentiary. 
These  art  the  fellows  who  dash  through  the  law, 
intended  lor  the  relief  of  honest  men— who,  not 
being  able  to  do  or  to  swear  any  tiling,  oftentimes 
i;nd  the  operation  most  difliculi,  unless  they  have 
bten  very  circumspect  vvitli  tiieir  accounis— for 
they  cannot  make  accounts  to  suit  tiie  cccasiori! 

The  tluctualioas  of  commeice  and  of  dealing 
men  in  our  country,  esjjcciully  those  whose  business 
has  been  in  foreign  jirmiucts  or  with  foreigners, 
should  teach  us  wisdom  It  may  be  easily  behoved 
that  one  half  of  the  whole  number  of  these,  become 
bankrupts  m every  period  of  ten  years.  Thwirl 
succession  is  more  like  llie  perpetual n.o lion  than  any 
thing  that  Redhaerfer  thought  of!  Mr.  Carey,  in 
his  lale  admirable  pampulet,  says,  “I  li.ive  in  my 
possession  a list  of  the  signers  to  a policy  of  insur 
ance  drawn  m Philadelphia  in  1799,  amounting  to 
thirty  sevsn^  all  merchants  of  high  standing,  of  wliom 
i-wenty-seven  subsequently  became  banhrupt.*’  1 have 
lately  eiamined  an  exhibit  of  the  duplicate  flags 
kept  at  the  Baltimore  observatory,  made  out  less 
than  four  years  ago,  which  shews  the  flags  and 
names  of  about  54  persons  or  houses,  who  were 
engaged  as  ship  owners  in  foreign  trade  and  rm- 
porters,  of  whom  twenty  four  have  since  became 
bankrupts,  and  some  of  them,  1 am  sure,  honestly 
so.  It  is  stated,  that  a venerable  and  very  wealthy 
merchant,  lately  deceased,  not  long  ago  counted  up 
ninety-nine  persons,  or  houses,  who  had  maintained 
a high  standing  in  Baltimore  and  failed  during  his 
time.  A like  sweeping  has  taken  place  among  the 
second  hand  dealers  in  imported  goods — the  whole- 
sale or  retail  store  or  shop  keepers  Let  a man  pass 
through  the  whole  length  of  Market  street,  and 
point  out  how  many  of  Uie  present  occupants  of  the 
bouses  were  in  the  same  business  ten  years  ago, 
and  call  to  mind  the  mutations  that  have  happened 
during  that  period:  as  a contrast  for  these,  let  him 
look  to  those  who  were  engaged  as  manufacturers 
or  mechanics  and  dealers  in  the  products  or  labor 
of  our  oivn  country^  and  he  will  not  find  many  of 
tliem  missing,  except  by  deaths  or  removals,  unless 
they  had  abandoned  their  old  businesses.  These 
are'plain  sense  remarks,  and  must  come  home  to 
the  feelings  of  every  man  who  reads  them.  They 
require  no  further  comment  than  simply  to  say,  that 
private  happiness  and  the  public  good — common 
honesty  and  the  general  prosperity,  cannot  be  sus 
tained  but  by  a reliance  on  ourselves  for  the  main 
supply  of  our  own  wants.  Under  the  present  wild 
state  of  things,  the  government  is  one  year  disgrac 
cd  for  the  want  of  money;  in  tiie  next,  the  treasury 
overflows.  So  individuals,  to  day  are  riding iiUheir 
coaches  and  commanding  the  banks,-  in  a week,  they 
are  not  rightful  ow'ners  of  a wheelbarrow,  and  the 
banks  regard  them  as  defunct.  This  is  the  fate  of 
most  of  the  speculators  in  cotton  and  tobacco,  &c. 
I have  heard  of  many,  and  myself  have  known  some, 
whose  wealth,  estimated  at  2 or  .300,000  dollars, 
was  melted  downto  nothing  by  a small  breeze  of 
wind  that  wafted  a ship  Irom  Liverpool  to  a port  of 
the  United  States,  with  intelligence  from  abroad. 
Yet  pursuits  that  produce  effects  like  these,  are 
they  only  that  are  protected  by  government— be 
cause  it  is  deemed  most  expedient  to  deceive  the 
nconle  into  payment  of  taxes  for  its  support; 


perhaps  that  they  may  not  too  rigidly  enquire  into 
what  has  become  of  liieir  money. 

Distance — -ishat  is  it?  In  noticing  the  progress 
of  improvement,  we  luive  many  times  asked’this 
question.  He  v York  and  Norfolk  are  now  brouglit 
within  forty  eight  /iimrs  journey  of  eacli  oilie  r,  by 
means  of  a steam  brig  that  plies  with  passengers 
and  freiglit  between  them.  VVe  shall  soon  have 
Oliver  Evans’  ideas  of  steam  wagon-  realized, 
when  a trip  to  t"ittsi)urg  will  be  only  a little  excur- 
sion—the  mighty  ridges  of  the  Alleganies  being 
sunk  by  the  pressure  of  scientific  power!  Over 
the  water  and  over  tlie  earth — when  sliall  we  tra- 
vel in  the  air,  as  we  will  it?  By  steam? — we  know 
not;  but  dare  not  say  what  is  impossible  in  respec'. 
to  it. 

Foreiott  coNsets.  The  president  of  the  United 
States  lias  recognized  John  Vaaghan,  esq.  as  vice 
consul  at  Philadelphia;  Job  a Peter  Froding,  esq. 
as  vice  consul  fur  the  states  of  Maine,  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island;  and  James  E. 
Burrill,  esq.  as  vice  consul  at  New  Orleans — all  for 
“his  majesty  the  king  of  Sweden  and  Norway.*’ 
And  Don  Louis  Depau,  as  vice  consul,  for  “his  ca- 
tholic majesty”  for  North  and  South  Carolina. 

The  pirates  of  Cura.  To  rouse  the  public  at- 
tention to  the  subject,  as  well  as  to  preserve  some 
account  of  the  horrible  proceedings  and  wide  de- 
solations of  these  pirates,  we  have  thought  it  right 
frequently  to  notice  their  conduct.  The  period  of 
the  last  week  furnishes  us  with  several  terrible 
naiTations  of  their  excesses,  in  beating  and  abusing 
persons,  nearly  to  the  loss  of  life,  the  carrying  off 
whatsoever  they  pleased  and  destroying  whatever 
they  would,  V’essels  of  all  nations  are  equally 
their  game—  their  only  enquiry  is  for  valuable  pro- 
perty, especially  money-^and  they  stab,  shoot  or 
drown  persons  to  get  a knowledge  of  it,  if  on  board 
those  so  unlucky  as  to  fall  into  their  power.  They 
often  leave  nothing  to  the  poor  mariners  but  the 
clothes  they  stand  in,  sometimes  even  taking  ofl 
their  hats  and  shoes.  The  British  brig  Industry, 
of  Montego  bay,  Jamaica,  is  among  those  lately 
plundered — the  chief  of  tlie  pirates  was  an  Englisli- 
man,  who  happened  to  be  known  by  the  captain, 
but  the  wretch  disavowed  such  knowledge— they 
stabbed  and  beat  with  their  swords  the  captain  and 
crew  of  the  Industr)q  made  them  tow  their  vessel 
in  chase  of  another,  which  they  captured,  and  be- 
haved in  the  most  savage  manner,  in  every  possible 
way,  except  that  they  did  not  commit  actual  mur- 
der. These  fellows,  at  the  same  time,  had  posses- 
sion of  a Dutch  ship,  an  American  brig,  and  Eng- 
lish sloop.  lYe  hope  that  these  things  will  rouse 
other  nations  to  act  v/ith  us  on  this  pressing  occa- 
sion. The  whole  trade  of  the  gulf,  as  it  were,  is  at 
the  mercy  of  this  band  of  robbers  and  assassins. 

We  have  some  further  accounts  of  the  late  suc- 
cess of  the  U.  S.  ship  Peacock,  capt.  Cassin.  On 
the  1st  of  October,  off  the  bay  of  Honda,  she  fell 
in  with  the  British  government  schooner  Speed- 
well, lieut.  Geary,  who  was  attacked  hy  a little 
fleet  of  pirates,  and,  perhaps,  would  have  been 
taken,  unless  for  her  aid.  Capt.  C.  and  his  ofHcers 
and  crew  succeeded  in  the  capture  of  four  piratical 
schooners  and  23  men;  the  rest  reached  the  shore 
and  fled  to  the  woods.  The  two  other  schooners, 
the  rest  of  the  fleet,  were  run  ashore  and  fired  by 
the  pirates.  One  of  these  vessels  was  carried  to 
Havana,  where  she  was  recognized  as  just  before 
having  belonged  to  a merchant  of  that  port— by 
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'CT'Iiom  s'.ie  WAS  ransoniecl;  tlie  tiiree  others,  with 
the  prisoners,  were  sent  to  New-OrLeans. 

Alabama.  No  less  than  45,423  bales  of  cotton 
w’ere  exported  from  .Mobile  and  Ithikely  in  the  year 
endins^  on  the  30ti»  September  last,  and  there  re- 
mained 840  bales  in  store.  A few  years  ago,  there 
was  hardly  one  bale  exported  from  either  or  those 
places;  and  the  product  of  next  year  may  be  90,000 
bales;  for  tire  means  of  raising  the  cominociity  are 
pow’erfvilly  increased,  in  every  respect.  'I  he  cotton 
growing  lands  of  this  world  are  adequate  to  the 
supplv  'of  manv  other  such  worlds  w'ith  that  valua- 
ble article,  if  tl»c-y  wanted  it,  and  if  we  would  send 
it  to  them.  The  consumption  has  been  pushed  near- 
Fy  to  its  ultimate,  on  account  of  the  facility  v.'ith 
'vhich  it  is  manufactured,  so  far  as  our  ovjn  trading 
world  is  concerned;  but  the  amount  of  its  produc- 
tion, has  not  re.iched  Lite  hundredth  part  ol'whntit 
might  arrive  at,  under  present  means  of  labor  and 
subsistence,  if  the  surpluses  w'ere  applied  thereto. 

The  expected  increase  of  the  product  of  cotton 
Tn  Alabama,  may  be  esteemed  from  the  fact,  that  a 
fire  proof  warehouse,  to  be  capable  of  containing 

3.000  bales,  to  be  provided  with  two  horse  presses, 
on  the  most  improved  plan,  and  one  powerful  hy 
draulic  press,  is  now  buildingat  .Mo!)ile.  The  crop 
of  the  present  year,  it  is  believed,  will  greatly  ex- 
ceed that  of  the  last  season, 

<‘A  FISH  stout!’*  It  seems  that  the  pope,  yield- 
ing to  the  reason  and  fitness  of  things,  as  a good 
inan  always  should  do,  has  granted  to  the  Catholics 
of  Portugal  and  Brazil  the  liberty  of  eating  meat 
all  the  year,  except  on  Fritl.ays.fdaring  Lent,  and  a 
few  of  the  principal  hoWdixys— if  c/iey  pieasc  to  cut  it. 
The  decree  is  to  have  force  for  the  period  of  six 
years.  'J’his  has  given  cause  to  the  following  right 
r^rave  and  merry  article  in  a Halifax  (Nova  Scotia) 
paper,  called  the  “Free  Press.”  It  really  stinks  “of 
the  shop,”  and  is  quite  laughable,  as  coming  from 
« protestant  of  any  persuasion: 

“!t  appears  from  the  Newfoundland  papers,  that 
fish,  to  tiie  value  of  about  200,000/.  hav'e  been  ship- 
ped iVom  that  island  to  the  ports  of  Lisbon,  Alicant, 
(4enon,  Na[)lcs  and  Leghorn.  And  the  bull  of  the 
j)ope,  which,  it  is  stated,  has  been  issued,  has  evi- 
vleutly  for  its  object  to  injure  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain  in  that  article.  That  such  will  be  the  efiect 
is  very  mtich  to  be  doubted — prohibitory  laws  alone 
will  prevent  the  Roman  Catholic  population  of  the 
South  of  Europe  from  consuming  u description  of 
food  to  wliicli  they  have  been  long  accustomed,  and 
which  alfords  them  a frug-al  and  wholesome  meal. 
And  his  holiness  may  discover,  at  the  expiration  of 
six  ye.ars,  that  the  light  of  reason,  and  the  fair  exer 
cise  of  the  human  understanding,  will  render  una. 
vailing  any  farther  decrees  upon  the  subject;  and 
that,  by  endcavonng  to  injure  a nation  luho  has  Le~ 
friended  the  ivmid,  he  has  injured  the  cause  of  that 
church  over  rjJiich  he  has  been  elected  to  preside.'!’^ 

LniKnAL  Bk^uests.  Mr.  Abraham  Taro,  a jew, 
of  Boston,  at  which  place  he  was  a respectable 
merchant,  lately  died,  and  made  the  following  be- 
qiiests~to  the  Massachusetts  general  hospital 

10.000  dollars;  to  the  synagogueat  New  York  10,000; 
to  the  same  at  Newport  15,000;  to  the  Boston  fe- 
male asylum,  the  asylum  for  indigent  boys  and  the 
humane  society  5000  each— in  all  50,000  dollars. 
Mr.  Obadiah  Brown,  a Quaker,  of  Providence,  and 
extensively  engaged  in  the  cotton  manufactory,  left 
3000  dollars  to  the  Friends  yearly  meeting  hoard- 
school,  to  become  6090  on  the  decease  of  his  w'fdow; 


an  ttnunityali  12(j0  dollars,  umler  charge  of  a com- 
mittee,  lor  the  printing  and  dissemination  of  use- 
ful books  for  the  j)roinulgaliou  of  tlie  gospel;  small 
annuities  to  several  religious  congregations,  bap- 
tists, &C.  1000  to  the  Rhode  Island  bible  society, 
500  to  tile  peace  , society. 

Sr.xocLAn  Toast — drank  at  M'ashlngton,  Geo.— 
“Wm.  Lowndes,  our  next  vice  president— and  vf. 
lencurds  the  successor  of  ..Mr.  Crawford.*^ 

We  are  sorry  to  find,  in  another  paper,  that  the 
stale  of  Mr.  Lowndes’  Iie.dth  is  such  that  he  has 
been  advised  to  spend  tlie  ensuing  winter  in  the 
south  of  France,  for  wliicIi  he  h.as  embarked. 

Libel  suit.  The  trial  of  the  action  brought  bV 
captain  Isaac  Hull  against  .Mr.  Joseph  In^ersoll,  fif 
Boston,  for  an  alleged  libel  in  the  Boston  Patriot, 
was  concluded  on  ruesday,  last  week,  'fhe  cause 
was  given  to  the  jury  about  two  o’clock,  when  the 
court  adjourned.  At  nine  o’clock  on  Wednesday, 
the  jury  brought  in  a verdict  oH  fve  hundred  dollars' 
damages  I'or  the  plaintill’. 

iRKL-VMn.  We  have  an  account  of  the  trial  of  tire 
“real  captain  Rock,”  for  the  murder  of  a young 
gentleman  named  ifoskins.  The  wretched  man, 
wearied  with  blood,  gave  himself  up  aud  plead  guil- 
ty. Murder,  he  confessed,  was  committecifor  “A/re,” 
without  enmity  to  the  individual  to  be  slain;  and 
this  account  shews  that,  when  the  victim  was  on  his 
knees  begging  for  mercy,  one  of  the  party  tired  a 
pistol  “dovvn  throiigli  his  body.”  The  frequency 
of  these  things  is  appalling — and,  if  we  could  be- 
lieve tliat  the  wretched  state  of  the?  people  was  ndt 
produced  by  the  tyranny  and  neglect  of  their  go- 
vernment, we  should  say  that  Ireland  was  the  best 
field  for  British  missionaries  in  the  world— but  tlicj/ 
wi.sh  to  go  further  from  home.  The  Irish  are  a no- 
ble, kind-hearted  people — faithful  to  their  friends, 
but  indiscri.mlnate  in  their  resentments;  easily  won 
by  kindness,  and  led  by  their  feeling  to  the  noblest 
or  basest  of  deeds:  the  fittest  of  all  people,  pernaps, 
to  be  led  from  semi-barbarism  to  the  light  and  beae- 
tits  of  tlie  gospel,  teaching  forbearance  and  the 
perfoiMiance  of  good  ofi-ices,  one  to  another.  We 
speak  of  that  class  which  is  denominated  the  peasan- 
try, who  have  uo  interest  or  lot  in  tlie  welfare  of  tJic 
state,  conditioned  as  they  are — kept  down  by  physr- 
cal  force,  aiKl  resisting  it  by  all  the  means,  and  any 
means,  within  the  scope  of  their  intellectual  pow- 
ers or  personal  strength. 

Spai.v.  We  have  given  our  opinions  freely  of 
the  priesthood  of  Spain,  seeking  to  deluge  the 
country  with  blood  in  a civil  war,  to  defend  the  ve- 
ligion  of  the  PnixcF.  or  Peace!  We  record  the  fol- 
lowing as  one  of  the  proclamations  issued  by  these 
miserable  men  to  excite  their  brethren  to  murder 
their  fellows.  Comment  is  not  necessary  upon  it — 

*‘A^avarrese/ — I'lie  insults  suffered  by  onr  holy 
religion,  which  is  publicly  outraged  by  the  arms  of 
the  liberals,  excite  terror.  The  proclaimers  of  the 
must  perfidious  of  men  cry  aloud — “Down  w\Ui  re- 
ligion! the  devil  forever.”  (“.l/«era  la  religion/  y 
viva  el  demonio/*) 

“ rhe  soldiers  of  the  royal  army  will  bear  testimo- 
ny to  the  truth.  The  people  of  Erro  and  Viscaret 
deplore  the  profanation  of  their  churches  and  thr^ 
sacrilegious  robbery  of  the  sacred  utensils,  caused 
by  these  Vandals  of  Spain. 

“The  dreadful  violation  of  Arlajona  and  Anorbe, 
the  pillage  of  Vidangos,  Azeon.a,  Sturgoyca,  Valle 
de  F'iTo,  and  many  »rher  places)  the  ttssassirntron 


IS^2  NILES’  UEGiSTEil-NOVEMBER  2,  1822— MISCELLANEOUS. 


of  the  innocent  people  of  Munain  and  Puente,  who 
were  put  to  death  without  being  allowed  the  spiri- 
tual comfort  of  penitence,  are  authentic  proofs  of 
the  atheism  that  inspires  them.  And,  in  sight  of 
all  this,  will  cne  of  you  hesitate  a moment  to  take 
part  with  us?  fhe  hour  of  struggle  is  come,  and 
those  who  do  not  issue  forth  to  the  combat  will  not 
be  worthy  to  retain  the  names  ol  Catholics,  of  Spa- 
niards, and  Nararrtse.  The  standard  of  the  faith  is 
unfurled;  and  liie  banners  of  the  king  are  every 
where  displayed.  Hasten,  then,  to  join  them;  and, 
bravely  figluing  for  our  captive  king,  Ferdinand, 
this  faction  of  impious  republicans  will  instantly 
vanish,  who  endeavor  to  deprive  usat  once  ot  eternal 
felicity  and  of  temporal  happiness,  by  plunging  us 
into  an  abyss  of  incalculable  evils,  Unite,  without 
delay,  and  you  will  give  to  Spain  a day  of  glory  and 
renown,  which  will  descend  to  the  latest  posterity, 
with  Uie  immortal  names  of  those  who  have  defend- 
ed, at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  the  cause  of  God,  of 
the  king,  and  0(  the  country. 

“Given  in  the  palace  of  the  government  at  Ocha- 
gavia,  the  16th  of  August,  1822. 

(Signed)  JuAauiN  LACAiinA, 

President^  adir.lerim. 

Jose  JuAdtriw  Ue  Melida. 

Manuel  De  Uniz. 

Fiians  Benito  De  Euaso.” 

Tueati  or  Chatiilon.  In  our  last  paper,  page 
115,  we  gave  some  extracts  from  this  treaty,  signed 
by  two  tamous  British  ministerial  lords,  Aberdeen 
and  Catl'.cart,  and  the  no  less  famous  whipper-in 
and  supervisor  of  the  “holy  allies,”  lieutenant  ge- 
neral Charles  Stewart,  in  which  JVapoleon  -zt;as  «c- 
kno-wledged  as  emperor  of  F'rance.  In  every  word 
that  we  have  spoken,  and  in  every  line  w'e  have 
written,  we  have  considered  that  man  as  having 
been  an  usurper  of  the  rights  of  the  people^  but  not 
as  one  of  tiie  throne  of  France:  but  as  to  this,  the 
people  of  France  appeared  to  diHcr  with  us~and 
Tje  indulged  them,  (out  of  our  great  goodness), 
with  doing  as  they  thought  best  for  themselves, 
though  not  pleasing  to  ws.'.'— -Yet  the  British  alter- 
wards  called  him  “general,”  notwithstanding  they 
had  “legitimatized”  the  old  French  serjeant  Berna- 
dottc  as  king  of  Sweden,  though  placed  on  the 
throne  of  that  country  by  the  force  of  the  influence 
of  this  said  Napoleon!  So  much  for  the  consistency 
of  the  proceedings  in  respect  to  him. 

The  following  article,  in  relation  to  that  treaty, 
appears,  editorially,  in  the  Federal  Gazette  of  Tues- 
day last,  and  it  is  of  much  interest  in  the  history  of 
that  extraordinary  man: 

“This  is  a circumstance  connected  with  this  trea- 
ty of  Chatiilon,  by  which  all  the  allies  were  so 
willing  to  acknowledge  Napoleon  as  emperor  of 
France,  little,  if  at  all,  known  to  the  public,  but 
which  we  shall  now  state  on  good  authority.  Cau- 
lincourt,  duke  of  Vicenza,  was  the  minister  on  the 
part  of  the  French  emperor,  who  met  and  treated 
with  those  whose  names  are  signed  above,*  and 
when  the  duke  presented  the  treaty  to  him  for  his 
approval,  Napoleon  exclaimed,  *Hake  it  azu ay ^ 1 ne- 
ver treat  'with  my  prisoners!'*  It  was  at  this  moment 
he  made  that  great  movement,  throwing  himself 
into  the  rear  of  the  allies,  and  placing  them  between 
the  French  army  and  Paris,  by  which,  as  Sir  Robert 
Wilson  said,  “he  should  have  gained,  but  lost  an 

* Aberdeen,  Cathcart,  le  comptedeRagoumouski, 
Humboldt,  le  compte  de  Stadion,  Charles  Stewart — 
the  British,  Russian,  Austrian  and  Prussian  rninis- 
lers,  on  the  occasion.  - FiP,  Reg. 


empire.”  So  certain  was  he  of  capturing  by  that 
movement,  that  he  rejected  the  treaty  of  Chatiilon, 
which  secured  to  him  the  imperial  throne  of  France, 
but  contained  some  restriction  as  lo  territory,  to 
which  he  would  not  accede.  Had  it  not  been  for 
the  treachery  of  Marmont  and  others  in  and  before 
Paris,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  ablest  military  men  in 
Europe,  that  Napoieon  must  have  completely  suc- 
ceeded in  his  object.” 

“Holt  ALtrANCE.”  ’ri.e  abbe  de  Pradt,  in  an  ar- 
tide  ill  tlie  Conslitutionnel,  on  the  approaching 
congress,  says,  “1  should  as  soon  think  of  having 
the  affairs  of  St.  Domingo  settled  by  a congress 
formed  altogether  of  wliiles.  In  truth,  I know  not 
why  princes  and  ministers  shoidil  give  themselves 
the  trouble  of  quitting  their  homes,  for  they  know 
before  hand  all  that  they  can  say  to  each  other,  and 
what  the}'  have  to  decide.  The  7ih  of  .July  of  Ma- 
drid has  disturbed  and  dislocated  the  whole  of  the 
political  machine  of  Europe.  The  cabinets  are  off 
their  hinges,  and  the  congress  will  not  set  them  to 
rights.  They  had  made  their  arrangements  for  one 
thing;  another  has  taken  place.  They  reckoned 
on  Spain  being  counter  revolutionized,  and  now  it 
is  more  revolutionized  than  ever,  and  less  managea- 
ble than  formerly.  The  events  which  may  take 
place  every  day  in  Spain  may  well  derange  all  the 
plans  formed  in  the  first  moment.  Spam  is  too  far 
from  the  place  where  she  forms  the  subject  of  con- 
sideration; it  requires  too  much  time  to  act.  Oh 
but  this  Spain  is  an  embarrassing  country!  With 
her  it  may  be  necessary  to  digest  what  cannot  be 
devoured.  The  announcement  of  the  congress  has 
excited  the  warlike  propensities  of  many.  May  it 
be  permitted  to  represent  to  those  warlike  person- 
ages, that  war  is  carried  on  with  the  blood  of  men, 
and  the  money  of  the  people^  that  the  assailants  being 
only  able  to  enter  by  Catalonia,  would  have  to  take 
the  bull  by  the  horns,  and  must  commence  by  a great 
number  of  sieges-,  that  Napoleon  began  by  occu. 
pying  Figueras,  Barcelona,  Pampeluna,  and  other 
places;  that  the  holy  alliance  has  very  little  monty; 
and  that  the  first  match  would  set  fire  to  their  paper 
edifice!” 

Porto  Rico  privateers.  Extract  of  a letter  dated 
29th  September,  from  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
John  Adams,  capt.  Renshaw,  off'  St.  John’s,  Porto 
Rico,  to  his  friend  in  Richmond,  V^a. 

“We  arrived  here  after  a passage  of  39  days  from 
Norfolk;  officers  and  crew  in  good  liealth. 

“It  appears  the  object  of  our  visit  here  was  to 
make  some  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  captiii  s of 
American  vessels  by  Spanish  cruisers,  s,  pose  J te 
have  been  connived  at  by  the  Spanish  gorernmunt. 
Captain  Renshaw  has  had  an  interview  with  the  go- 
vernor on  the  subject;  the  result  of  which  is,  that 
such  a supposition  is  without  foundation;  and  that 
those  privateers  have  been  fitted  out  by  private 
individuals;  and  that  if  any  American  vessel  is  take* 
by  their  cruisers  in  future,  and  brought  into  this 
port,  retribution  shall  be  made  to  the  owners,  and 
a reasonable  sum  paid  by  the  captors  for  their  de- 
tention. In  case  any  of  these  privateers  are  taken 
by  our  men  of  war,  they  slial!  be  considered  lawful 
captures,  and  taken  to  the  United  States  for  trial. 
Our  captain  was  much  pleased  with  this  satisfactory 
and  amicable  settlement;  and,  as  the  object  of  our 
visit  is  attained,  we  shall  sail  this  afternoon  or  to» 
morrow  for  Laguira.” 

A CALICO  printer.  It  is  mentioned  in  a late  Lon- 
don paper,  that  Sh*  Robert  Peel,  the  father  of  Mr. 
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Peel,  is  possessed  of  properly  to  the  umount  of 
a million  or  two  in  value.  His  origin  in  life  was 
very  humble:  he  became  possessed  of  a calico  print 
ing  establishment,  at  Bury,  n<  ar  Manchester,  and 
suDseqmmtly  established  otln  rs.  During  many 
years  of  the  war  with  France,  Sir  Robert  had  this 
branch  of  the  business  so  n»uch  to  himself  that  he 
earned  100,000  guineas  per  annum. 

This  “ vir  Peel,”  son  of  “Sir  Robert,”  is  now  ffo 
great  a man  as  to  have  been  spoken  of  as  a pro- 
bable successor  of  lord  Castlereagh — he  fills  one  of 
the  first  offices  in  the  state,  though  his  faiher  was  a 
calico  printer! 

FonoEiiT.  The  D mocmtic  Press  says — A legal 
friend  has  suggested  that  lie  know  s no  case  in  which 
the  counterfeiting  of  a private  mark  is  regarded  as 
forgery.  He  made  the  remark  after  having  taken 
the  trouble  to  look  into  the  subject;  he  therefbre 
suggests,  for  the  better  protection  of  American 
manufactures,  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  have  some 
cheap  public  stamp  affixed  to  them,  to  guard  against 
frauds,  and  enable  the  manufacturer  or  the  govern- 
ment to  prosecute  for  forgery.  Those  hints,  at  this 
time,  are  thrown  out  to  induce  the  manufacturers 
to  associate,  to  consult  together,  and  digest  some 
phm  to  protect  themselves  and  their  country  from 
imposition.  They  should  be  up  and  doing.  All 
our  cities  have  their  chambers  of  commerce,  and 
why  not  their  committees  of  manufactures.^ 

Senate  or  the  tJ.  S.  The  period  of  service  of 
the  following  senators  of  the  United  States  will  ex- 
pire on  the  third  of  March  next. 

JVev>  Hampshire — David  L.  Morril. 

JS'Iassachusetts — James  Lloyd,  who  has  been  re- 
cently elected  for  the  balance  of  Mr.  Otis’  term. 

Rhode  Island — Nehemiah  R.  Knight. 

JVetv  Jersey — Mahlon  Dickerson. 

Relatoare — Nicholas  Van  Dyke. 

Virginia — James  Pleasants. 

JVorth  Carolina — Montford  Stokes. 

South  Carolina — William  Smith. 

Georgia — Nicholas  Ware. 

Xe?itucky —Richtird  M.  Johnson. 

Tennessee  - John  Williams. 

Louisiana—  Henry  Johnson. 

Mississippi— Thomas  H.  Williams. 

Illinois-— I esse  B.  Thomas. 

Alabama — William  R King. 

Maine  John  Chandler. 

One  vacancy  in  Maryland,  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Pinkney. 

Governor  Bell,  of  New-Hampshire,  has  been 
elected  the  successor  of  Mr.  Morril. 

Mexico.  The  coinage  in  the  mint  of  Mexico, 
from  1802  to  1821,  amounted  in 

Gold  to  16,684,223  dollars. 

Silver  to  286,292  811 

Copper  in  1814-15-16-21  342,893 

The  products  of  the  mines  of  Mexico,  in  gold  and 
silver,  and  coined,  from  1690  to  1803,  inclusive, 
amounted  to  §1.353,452,020:  Silver  drawn  from 
the  mines  of  Mexico,  from  1690  to  1800,  amounted 
to  149,350,271  marks,  or  98,008,2121bs.  troy. 

The  uetort.  An  historical  fact.— When  Miss 
Ann  Pitt,  sister  to  the  great  William  Pitt,  after 
wards  earl  of  Catham,  received  a pension  from  lord 
Bute,  her  brother  wrote  her  a very  angry  note,  say 
ing  “he  never  wished  to  live  to  see  the  name  of 
Pitt  and  pension  together.”  When  the  same  Wil 


liam  Pitt  received  a pension  from  the  same  lord 
Bute  of  three  thousand  pounds  per  annum,  his  sis- 
ter sent  him  back  his  ov>h  letter, 

Monet.  The  following  account  of  the  expenses 
of  a dinner  given  by  the  mayor  of  Norwicli,  Fog. 
in  1561,  may  be  useful  to  shew  us  wh:it  is  value, 
when  comjiured  with,  or  regulated  by  amounts  of 
money,  put  down  in  pounds  or  dollars;  and,  as  afford- 
ing a lesson  to  such  as  calculate  things  by  their  ap- 
parent  cost — the  groat  fault  of  those  who  pay  no 
attention  to  public  or  private  economy. 

William  Mmgay,  esq.  mayor  of  tlie  city  of  Nor, 
wich,  Ids  ex[)eiises  for  a dinner,  at  which  he  feasted 
the  duke  of  Norfolk,  Jkc.  the  lords,  knights,  and 
gentry  of  the  county. 

5.  (i. 

Eiglit  stone  of  beef,  M lbs.  to  the  stone  5 4 


'I’wo  collars  of  brawn  1 4 

Four  gc-ese  1 4 

Eigiit  (lints  of  butler  1 G 

A fore  quartcM*  of  veal  0 1(J 

A hind  quarter  of  do.  l o 

Leg  of  mutton  0 3 

Loin  of  mutton  and  shoulder  of  veal  1 0 

A breast  and  coat  of  mutton  0 7 

Six  plovers  i q 

Four  brace  of  partridges  2 0 

Four  couple  of  rabbits  l 

Two  guinea  pigs  i q 

Four  couple  of  hens  2 0 

Two  couple  of  milliards  1 q 

Thirty-four  eggs  i {) 

Two  bushels  of  flour  i 6 

Sixteen  loaves  of  white  bread  0 4 

Eighteen  wiieaten  bread  Q g 

Tlirce  loaves  mi.slen  do.  o 3 

One  barrel  double  beer  2 6 

One  barrel  small  do.  i (j 

One  quarter  of  wood  2 2 

Nutmegs,  mace,  cinnamon  and  greens  0 3 

Four  pounds  of  barberrys  and  sugar  1 6 

Fruit  and  almonds  q 7 

Sweet  water  and  perfumes  0 4 

Sixteen  oranges  q o 

Two  gallons  of  white  wine  and  claret  2 0 

One  quart  of  sack  0 9 

One  quart  of  malmsey  0 5 

One  quart  of  bustard  0 3 

One  quart  of  muscadine  0 6 


£1  18  1 

A speech  made  by  Johnny  Marty n,  of  Norwich, 
a wealthy,  honest  man,  after  Mr.  Mayor  Mingay’e 
dinner.  Found  in  the  collection  of  one  Turner,  of 
Lyn  Regis: — 

“Maister  Mayor  of  Norwich,  and  it  please  your 
worship,  you  have  feasted  us  like  a king,  God  bless 
the  queen’s  grace.  We  have  fed  plentifully,  and 
now  whilom  I can  speak  plain  English,  ! heartily 
thank  you,  master  mayor,  and  so  do  we  all;  answer, 
boys,  answer!  your  beer  is  pleasant  and  potent,  and 
will  soon  catch  us  by  the  caput,  and  stop  our  man- 
ners. And  so  huzza  for  the  queen’s  majesty’s  grace, 
and  all  hep  bonny  brow’d  dames  of  honor!  Huzza 
for  master  mayor,  and  our  good  dame  mayoress. 
His  noble  grace,  there  he  is,  God  save  him,  and  ail 
his  jolly  company!  To  all  our  friends  round  county, 
who  have  a penny  in  their  purse,  and  an  Englis'h 
heart  in  their  bodies,  to  keep  out  Spanish  Dons,  and 
papists  with  their  faggots  to  burn  our  whiskers! 
Shove  it  about,  turn  your  cap  ca.ses,  handle  your 
jugs,  and  huzza  for  master  mayor,  and  his  brethren 
their  worships'^— London  paper. 
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A DKSPECATK  FIGHT.  Tlie  brig’  7’atriot,  of  New 
Vorb,  Horace  T.  Jacobs,  muster,  on  her  voyage  from 
Vort  au  Prince  to  New  Orleans,  on  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tember, being  ofl‘  Cape  Antonio,  and  in  a dead  calm, 
was  attacked  by  a piratical  schooner  of  about  6Q 
tons,  with  a crew  of  I'rom  45  to  50  men.  After 
noticing  tlie  approach  of  the  enemy,  we  find  the 
following  account  of  the  engagement  in  a New  Or- 
leans paper:  “Capt.  Jacobs  then  tacked  to  the  south 
and  eastward  and  hauled  up  the  courses,  and  or- 
dered  preparations  to  be  made  for  action,  which 
Was  readily  and  unanimously  obeyed^  tlie  universal 
good  spirits  which  pervaded  all  hands,  (consisting  of 
ten  men  and  a boy),  were  truly  conspicuous,  ^\'■ilen 
the  schooner  was  close  under  tlie  stern,  captain  Ja- 
cobs hailed  her,  upon  which  she  fired  a whole  vol- 
ley of  musketry  into  the  brig — and  we  in  return 
commenced  upon  the  schooner  by  firing  the  stern 
gun,  which  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
the  chief  mate,  which,  with  tiie  musket;’\vdid  great 
execution  amongst  them.  This  gnn  was  however 
dismounted  the  3d  round,  and  our  colors  were  .sliot 
away  at  the  same  time,  upon  which  the  schooner 
set  up  a terrible  shout  to  board  from  the  bowsprit 
end  -her  boarders  were  covered  by  an  abundance 
of  musketry,  but  notwithstanding  their  vast  superi- 
ority they  were  very  gallantly  repulsed.  She  then 
set  fire  to  the  brig  astern,  by  tlirowing  fired  wads 
in  .at  the  cabin  vvindows  and  into  the  stern  boat, 
which  was  happily  extinguished  without  damage. 
She  tlien  made  another  attempt  to  board,  but  was 
Equally  unsuccessful.  By  this  time  her  fire  consi- 
derably abated,  and  we  could  perceive  an  almost 
clear  deck  on  board  of  her,  and  that  she  manifested 
a willingr.ess  tt>  get  clear  of  us.  She  asked  for 
quarters  repeatedly,  but  it  was  suspected  to  be  a 
trick,  (and  regarded  as  such),  to  get  a .sight  of  the 
people  and  knock  then)  off.  She  had  much  difH- 
culty  in  getting  clear  of  the  brig,  as  her  jib-boom 
and  some  of  her  ropes  forward  had  got  foul  of  the 
brig’s  david  and  the  stern  boat’s  bow.  Seven  men 
could  only  be  counted  on  her  deck  with  the  glass 
when  she  was  a half  mile  off,  T he  brig’s  rigging 
and  sails  are  very  much  cut  up;  Captain  Jacobs 
was  wounded  in  the  head  by  a musket  ball  and  is 
supposed  to  !v.ive  fractured  bis  skull.  He  died  of  a 
lockjaw  and  violent  convulsive  fits  on  the  night  of 
the  I2ih  inst.  He  has  left  a wife  who  was  on  bc.ard 
in  the  action,  to  lament  his  loss:  he  had  only  been 
married  a little  more  than  three  months.  Mr.  John- 
son, chief  mate,  to  whom  reference  has  already 
been  made,  is  the  only  surviving  officer  of  the  brig, 
and  was  wopnded  in  the  thigh  by  a musket  bull. 
He  1s  much  to  be  praised  for  bis  good  and  perse- 
vering cqnduct.  Mr,  J.  D.  Walker,  of  New  York, 
doing  2nd  mate’s  duly,  was  killed  in  the  action. 

The  following  persons,  comprising  the  crew  of 
the  said  brig,  to  wit:  Robert  Greenoh,  Thomas 
Stanley,  Robert  Mins,  Henry  Wilson,  alias  John  Cot 
ton,  Henry  Brown,  Wfn.  Brown  and  Jerry  Dedon, 
are  deserving  of  every  encouragement  for  their  in- 
trepid conduct  against  so  unequal  a force,  as  well 
as  their  dutiful  obedience  throughout  to  Mr,  John- 
son,  in  bringing  the  brig  hither, 

SauinniiLS.  A letter  from  Chillicothe,  gives  the 
following  account  of  the  damage  sustained  by  those 
little  animals,  the  quantityof  which  almost  exceeds 
beliefi — “As  we  passed  through  the  country,  from 
Hayton  to  Zanesville,  it  is  impossible  to  describe 
the  havoc  and  destruction,  made  by  the  grey  and 
black  squirrels.  W’iioie  fields  of  corn,  from  5 to  10 
acres,  are  said  to  be  wholly  destroyed — not  an  ear 
left.  During,  a squirrel  hunt  of  about  a week,  in 


the  neighboring  towns  about  Columbus,  the  fust 
part  of  this  month,  nearly  twenty  tliousand  were 
killed.  I’he  exact  number,  1 think,  was  19,620.— 
Ilurdreds  were  seen  f very  day  swimming  qie  Great 
Miami,  Mad  river,  Scioto,  and  other  streams. — 
Children,  from  6 to  10  years  ofage,  would  w ade  iit'o 
the  shallow  water,  before  the  squirrels  reached  the 
shore,  and  kill  them  with  sticks.  Many  of  them 
are  fat,  and  fine  euting — many  families  almost  bve 
upon  tfiem.  We  saw  many  little  boys;  and  some 
men,  with  from  ten  to  thirty,  or  forty  on  their  backs, 
'rheyseem  to  be  almost  as  destructive  as  the  locusts 
formerly  were  in  Kg}  pt.  T!’.ey*bave  never  before 
been  known  so  numerous  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  it  is  supposed  they  swim  to  find  viast,  as 
the  nuts  are  scarce  in  this  quarter,  and  then  attack 
the  corn  fields.  They  will  probably  occasion  a 
scarcity  in  many  places.” 

Election^  of  I'BF.STDENT.  From  the  Richmond  En- 
qidrer.  The  68th  No.  of  the  Federalist  treats  of 
“the  mode  of  appointment”  of  the  president.  1 do 
not  mean  to  disparage  the  almost  unqualified  eulo- 
gium  which  the  writer  passes  upon  this  part  of  the 
constitution;  for  he  contends  that  “it  unites,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  all  the  advantages,  the  union  of 
which  was  most  to  be  wished  for.”  The  following 
are  the  desiderata  which  he  enumerates: 

“It  was  desirable  that  the  sense  of  the  people 
should  operate  in  the  choice  of  the  person  to  whom 
so  important  a trust  was  to  be  confided.” 

“It  was  equally  desirable  that  the  immediate  elec- 
tion should  be  made  by  men  most  capable  of  analyz- 
ing the  qualities  adapted  to  the  station,  and  acting 
under  circumstances  favorable  to  deliberation  and 
to  a judicious  combination  of  all  the  reasons  and 
inducements  that  were  proper  to  govern  their 
choice.” 

“It  was  also  peculiarly  desirable  to  afford  as  little 
opportunity  as  possible  to  tumult  and  disorder.” 
“Nothing  was  more  to  be  desired,  than  that  every 
practicable  obstacle  should  be  opposed  to  cabal,  in- 
trigue  and  corruption.*' — “They  have  not  made  the 
appointment  of  the  president  to  depend  on  pre-ex- 
isting bodies  of  men,  who  might  be  tampered  with 
beforehand  to  prostitute  their  votes;  but  they  have 
referred  it,  in  the  first  instance,  to  an  immediate  act 
of  the  people  of  America,  to  be  exerted  in  the 
choice  of  persons,  for  the  temporary  and  sole  pur- 
pose of  making  the  appointment.  And  they  have 
excluded  from  eligibility  to  this  trust,  all  those  who, 
from  situation,  might  be  suspected  of  too  great  de- 
votion to  the  president  in  office.  No  senator,  re- 
presentative, or  other  person  holding  a place  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  U.  States,  can  be  of  the 
number  of  the  electors.  Thus,  without  corrupting 
the  body  of  the  people,  the  immediate  agents  in  the 
election  will,  at  least,  enter  upon  the  task  free  from 
any  sinister  bias.  Their  transient  existence  and 
their  detached  situation,  afford  a satisfactory  pros- 
pect of  their  continuing  so,  to  the  conclusion  of  it.” 
“Another,  and  no  less  important,  desideratum 
was,  that  the  executive  should  ht.  independent,  for 
his  continuance  in  office,  of  all,  but  the  people  them- 
selves. He  might  otherwise  be  tempted  to  sacri- 
fice his  duty  to  his  complaisance  for  those  whose 
favor  was  necessary  to  the  duration  of  his  official 
consequence.” 

“But,  (continues  the  Federalist),  as  a majority  of 
votes  might  not  always  happen  to  centre  in  one  man, 
and  as  it  might  be  unsafe  to  permit  less  than  a ma- 
jority to  be  conclusive,  it  is  provided,  that,  in  suclf 
a contingency,  the  house  of  representatives  shall 
select  out  of  the  candidates,  who  sh^ll  have  tlie 
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five”  (redu<  ed,  by  the  annenrlment  of  the  c.mstiti;- 
tion,  to  three),  “hif^hest  number  of  votes,  tlie  man 
who,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  beat  qualilied  for  the 
ofiice  ” 

The  Federalist  fails  at  the  very  point  where  it 
was  necessary  to  justily  the  constitution.  Why 
was  it  requisite  to  appoint  in  llie  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  a majority  of  stales,  and  not  of  mem- 
hers?  Why  reduce  New  York,  with  34  votes,  to 
the  same  level  with  Delaware,  w'hich  has  only  one 
vote?  Is  this  the  way  to  make  the  “majority  con- 
clusive?” to  prevent  “cabal  and  intrigue”? 

Svippnse  a state  of  things  which  may  occur— Oc- 
cur? must  It  not  inevitably  occur  at  the  next  elec 
tion,  if'  so  many  candidates  be  held  up,  and  there 
be  no  means,  provided  by  the  good  sense  of  the 
people,  to  concentre  a majority  of  the  \otes  upon 
one  of  then.?  Suppose  then  the  election  goes  to 
the  house  of  representatives. 

1 pul  out  of  view  all  the  opportunities  ox  corrup- 
tion and  of  intrigue — all  dangers  of  failing  to  make 
an  election  at  all,  but  under  tlie  most  tremendous 
sacrifices  of  private  faith  or  public  goo<l — I will 
fVisimss  all  these  considerations  and  calculate  only 
h- - w far  it  is  possible  to  trample  on  the  will  of  the 
Tiiajority — in  other  words,  what  feroinenmi*y  give  a 
t'im-f  magistrate  to  this  union. 

There  are  260  electoral  votes.  Suppose  no  man 
receives  as  many  as  131 — Then  the  election  is  made 
by  the  H of  ll.  They  vote  by  states. 

There  are  24  states — 13  a majority. 

Kow  Missouri  has  1 R. — majority  1 


Illinois 
Mississippi 
Delaware 
Alabama 
Khode  Island 
Indiana 
Louisiana 
Vermont 
New  .Tersey 
Connecticut 
N. Hampshire 
Maine 


Thus,  it  seems,  that  by  possibility  31  representa- 
tives only'  may  give  a president  to  the  union.  Sub- 
stitute  S.  Carolina  or  Tennessee  for  Maine,  then 
22  may  become  the  majority.  In  other  words,  we 
can  conceive  of  a variety  of  combinations  by  which 
an  extremely  small  minority  may  be  “conclusive.” 

T confess  1 start  at  this  conclusion  only — without 
throwing  in  any  risks,  perils,  cabals  or  corruption. 

From  these  consequences,  1 trust  we  may  be  sav- 
ed, by  uniting  in  some  fair  and  constitutional  mode 
',n  favor  of  some  man,  so  as  to  secure  him  a majority 
of  the  electoral  votes.  calcula'I'ou. 

Dn.  BiioN'AtJOH.  We  have  already  mentioned  the 


my  own  mind;  language  is  incompetent  to  their  cx. 
pression. 

“lint  a few  days  since,  onr  friend  was  associated 
with  U3  in  the  labors  of  giving  to  this  territory  a 
system  of  laws,  in  all  tlie  pnde  of  iife  anvl  vigor  of 
intellect;  endeared  to  ns  not  only  us  a constituent 
member  of  our  council,  but  as  a companion  con- 
spicuous for  liis  social  virtues,  and  diatinguislieil 
for  tliose  Bcnliments  of  honor  wiiich  adorn  the  hu- 
man c'iiaractcr,  and  give  to  intrepidity  and  talent 
an  elevation  f.ir  above  the  schc.Tie.s  of  faction,  or 
mhchinations  of  intrigue.  His  robie  amil  disdain- 
ed tlie  duplicity  which  governs  ordinary  politicians; 
r.xempt  fi-om  every  vicious  and  visionary  passion, 
he  was  frank,  .sinct  iv,  generous,  .and  brave;  hi.s 
cheek  of  innocence  never  was  crimsoned  hy  the 
bhisli  of  guilt;  he  accompHnied  the  illustrious  de- 
fenders of  our  country  in  tlie  norlh,  aud  in  the 
sniu'i!,  whereve  r patriotism  invited,  and  his  ccuu- 
try’.s  seciiriiy  required,  a bold  and  daring  e:v 
terpriz?,  toa'AC  back  the  sa\  age  to  iiir.  native  wil- 
d?rnt-cs,  or  repel  the  lawless  foot  of  British  depre- 
dation, 

“'Fhe  loss  of  such  a citizen,  Mr.  Cluiirman,  is  to 
be  regretted  as  a most  serious  CHlaniity  to  our  terri- 
tor}',  and  indeed  to  the  whole  United StKles;  for,  i'l 
times  of  difucuity  and  danger,  the  eye  with  plea- 
stire  and  coi  fidence  is  directed  to  such  men,  as  tl;.e 
guardians  of  our  rights,  and  the  defemlers  of  our 
country.  Vv’iththe  most  flattering  prospects  of  ex- 
tending the  sphere  of  his  usefulness  to  our  tervito^ 
ry,  as  a delegate  in  congi’ess,  he  has  been  .sacrific- 
ed by  the  iron  grasp  of  death,  which  no  virtue  cap 
prevent,  or  bravery  avert.  His  Ixody  is  deposited 
in  the  cold  charrtber  of  the  grave;  but  his  memory 
will  be  embalmed  in  our  hearts  so  long  as  we  pre- 
serve a recollection  of  liis  virtues,  and  when  all 
the  busy  scenes  in  which  we  arc  now  engaged  shall 
have  passed  away  like  the  “baseless  fabric  of  a vi- 
sion.” As  a testimony  of  our  regard,  I move  you, 
sir,  that  the  following  resolutions  be  adopted: 

•*Resolvedt  That  the  members  of  the  legislative 
council  wear  crape,  for  sixty  days,  on  the  left  arm, 
as  a itestimony  of  the  respect  they  entertain  for 
tl;e  memory  of  their  much  esteemed  friend  and  pre- 
sident,  Dr.  J.  C.  Bronaugh. 

**Jtes'>lvc(ly  That  the  council  now  adjourn.” 
Unanimously  adopted. 


Battle  of  Niagaua.  From  the  Rujfalo  Patiiot  of 
Oct.  la.  'Fhe  facts  contained  in  the  following  ar- 
ticle weiv  furnished  us  by  a gentleman  who  recent- 
ly visited  the  battle  ground. 

During  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  no  action 
with  the  enemy  added  greater  reputation  to  the. 
Ameiican  arms  than  the  sanguinary  conflict  with 
some  of  the  best  disciplined  troops  of  Europe,  who 
were  also  superior  in  nuni'jcrs  to  tlie  Americans 
engaged.  This  battle  was  fought  about  lialf  a mile 
below  the  cataract  of  Niagara,  on  tlie  Canada  shore, 
decease  of  this  gentleman  at  Pensacola  on  the  1st  lat  a place  called  Lundy’s  lane,  and  about  one  mile 

c,  f-.,  the  place  called  Bridgewater,  by  all  which 

names  it  has  been  designated.  'Fhe  Chippow.'i 


of  Sc-pt.  The  following  are  the  resolutions  of  the 
council,  with  the  remar'ks  of  Mr.  White,  in  announc- 
ing the  deplorable  event. 

Mr.  Chairman,  It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to 
.announce  to  the  legislative  council,  the  melancholy 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  our  much  respected 
friend  and  president,  doctor.  J.  C.  Bronaugh,  who, 
in  the  charitable  oflace  of  interposing  his  me- 
dical skill  to  arrc.st  the  progress  of  a violent  epi- 
demic, which  was  spreading  death  and  desolation 
around  it,  has  himself  fallen  a victim  to  its  destruc 
live  fury. 

•Vhich  this  distress];. IT  oceurrenre  bsc  produced 


creek,  near  which  another  desperate  and  bloody 
battle  was  fought,  is  two  miles  above  the  Fal  s. 

The  British  army  occupied  a p'lsitiou  in  I.undy's 
lane,  with  tlieir  artillery  on  an  eminence,  comreaiiJ- 
ing  the  road,  by  which  the  Ain-^ricans  arlvanccd, 
iand  all  the  adjacent  country,  within  the  range  of 
jeannon  shot.  From  this  position  they  were  driven 
j by  the  Americans,  and  tlieir  battery  taken,  at  the 
'point  of  the  bayonet,  by  tlie  trcop.s  led  on  hy  the 
fur}'.  I shall  not  attempt  to  paint  the  emotions  j gallant  colonel  Miller.  Their  battery  wassever:-' 
ch  this  distress!;. g occurrence  has  produced  in  |times  taken  and  retaken,,  during  Uic  battle,  w iiicii 


136 


NILES’  UEGlbTER—NOVExVIi5EK2,  iS^ii  -MlSCELLANEOLS. 


continued  until  near  midnight;  and  in  their  charges  j 
the  bayonets  repeatedly  met  before  the  lines  fired; 
and  s great  number  were  bayonettcd  at  the  field 
pieces;  which  finally  remained  undisputed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Americans;  who  were,  however,  una- 
ble to  remove  them  from  the  field,  in  consequence 
of  the  loss  of  all  the  horses,  and  the  excessive  fa- 
tigue of  the  troops. 

On  the  morning  after  the  battle  the  American 
army  retreated  towards  Erie,  and  having  no  car 
riages,  were  obliged  to  leave  tlieir  wounded  and 
dead  to  tl)e  care  of  the  enemy.  To  the  wounded 
we  are  willing  to  believe  the  necessary  attention 
was  paid,  but  in  disposing  of  the  dead,  a more  ex- 
peditious method  than  usual  was  adopted.  The 
bodies  were  stripped  and  dragged  together  into  an 
immense  pile,  intermixed  and  covered  with  dry 
fence  rails,  and  set  on  fire,  which  soon  reduced 
tlmm  to  a heap  of  ashes.  To  this  mode  of  funeral 
no  objection  is  made,  as  the  hot  weather  and  situa- 
tiot)  of  the  army,  would  not  admit  of  any  other. — 
But,  will  it  be  credited,  that  among  a Christian  peo- 
ple, this  ]>ile  of  human  bones  and  ashes  should  re- 
main uncovered  until  tlie  present  time;  r.nd  such, 
we  are  assured,  is  the  fact.  Colonel  Robert  Carr, 
of  Philadelphia,  passing  near  that  place  a few  days 
.since,  visited  the  field  of  battle,  and  observed  a 
number  of  hogs  turning  up  the  loose  ashes  and 
bones,  on  the  spot  where  the  field  pieces  had  so 
guilantly  been  won;  on  inquii’v,  he  learned  from  a 
person  who  'keeps  a school  a few  rods  from  the 
])lace,  and  who  was  hims,elf  wounded  in  the  battle, 
that  (he  dead  bodies  of  the  soldiers  were  burned 
on  this  very  spot,  and  that  they  had  never  been  co- 
vered; he  belonged  to  the  English  army,  and  stated 
that  their  own  dead  were  collected  and  buried,  and 
that  the  Americans  only  were  burnt,  and  that  it  was 
said  at  the  time,  that  it  was  in  retaliation  for  simi- 
lar conduct  of  the  Americans  at  Chippewa.  On  be- 
ing asked  wiiat  Became  of  the  bodies  of  the  officers 
he  pointed  to  a place  where  they  were  interred, 
but  observed  that  a number  of  them  must  have 
been  burned,  as  they  had  been  stripped  during  the 
niglit  and  very  early  in  the  morning,  and  could  not 
be  easily  distinguished  from  Iheif  men. 

Colonel  Carr  employed  a number  of  the  school 
boys,  by  permission  of  the  teacher,  to  collect  a 
quantity  of  stones,  laying  near  the  place,  and  co- 
vered the  remains  of  his  gallant  fellow  soldiers,  at 
least  sufficient  to  protect  tlmm  frorr»  the  hogs. 

Taxning.  a late  London  paper  (the  Globe)  an- 
nounces the  following  highly  important  discovery; 
“Six  weeks  since,  application  was  made  to  a person 
for  tl)e  loan  of  one  hundred  l)ounds  to  a young  che- 
mist, who  had  made  a discovery  he  was  too  poor  to 
substantiate  by  experiment.  The  money  was  ob- 
tained, and,  in  a few  days  repaid  by  the  borrower, 
already  raised  to  sudden  affluence  by  the  private 
dispos '.1  of  his  invention.  It  is  a new  mode  of  tan- 
ning skins,  combining  such  rapidity  and  economy, 
as  promise  to  the  public  an  immediate  and  immense 
advantage.  Raw  hides,  hitherto  lying  twelve  months 
in  the  tan  pit,  and  subjected  to  a process  otherwise 
defective  and  precarious,  are  now  perfect  leather 
within  six  weeks,  and  at  less  than  half  the  expense. 
'Fhe  gentleman  who  bought  the  invention,  is  a 
noted  opposition  member  and  contractor;  and,  from 
the  terms  of  his  stipulation,  we  may  form  some 
jiKlttment  of  the  probable  magnitude  of  the  results 
ile  has  p;ud  liim  ten  thousand  pounds  down,  he  has 
given  obligatory  deeds,  secured  him  5,000/.  on  the 
1st  of  Jai»uary,  5,000/.  per  annum  for  the  four  years 
next  succeeding,  and  afterwards  eleven  thousand  a 


jyear  for  life!  Ii  is  expected  the  price  of  a pair  of 
boots  will  nut  exceed  eight  shilling*^,  and  a corres- 
ponding fall  will  be  produced  in  all  articles  of  lea- 
ther manufacture.” 

British  rkfresextation.  llcheater  and  sir  JF, 
Mannersy  fiord  JIuntingto-wer  J.  1m  the  last  parlia- 
ment this  borough  was  nominally  represented  by 
the  honorable  Mr.  Ward,  son  of  lord  Dudley  and 
Ward — i he  borougli  then  belonged  to  sir  W.  Man- 
ners; and  in  the  month  of  February,  1817,  Mr.  Ward, 
(representing  the  baronet’s  borough  in  the  house 
of  commons),  opposed  parliamentary  reform  from 
his  place  there,  and  concluded  his  observations  by 
saying  that,  “as  parliamentary  reform,  however 
moderate,  was  the  beginning  of  an  inroad  on  the 
constitution,  and  was  dangerous,  so  he  would  firmly 
resist  every  proposition  that  might  be  made  on  the 
subject.”  Mr  Oldfield,  in  his  history  of  the  house 
of  commons,  says,  respecting  Ilchester,  that  “this 
borough  has  been  so  imprudent  in  the  exercise  of 
its  corruption  as  to  have  had  the  whole  system  se- 
veral times  exposed  before  committees  of  the  house 
of  commons.”  He  then  states  that  “the  houses  in 
this  place  were  purchased  up  about  1785  by  the 
late  John  Harcourt,  esq.  who  sold  them  to  Richard 
Troward,  esq.  attorney  at  law,  of  Norfolk  street. 
Mr.  Troward  sold  them  again  to  his  partner,  the 
late  Mr.  Albany  Wallis,  who  bequeathed  them  to 
col.  Bayly,  from  whom  they  were  purchased  by  sir 
William  Manners,  the  present  proprietor,  who  has 
since  possessed  himself  of  nearly  the  whole  borough. 
At  the  general  election  in  1802,  a great  part  of  the 
voters  were  bribed  at  30/.  a many  to  vote  against  the 
proprietor.  This  caused  the  trial  and  conviction 
of  Alexander  Davidson,  esq.  and  his  agents,  at  the 
assizes  for  the  county  of  Somerset  in  1804,  for  which 
they  afterwards  received  sentence  in  court  of  king’s 
bench  to  suffer  one  year’s  imprisonment.  To  pre- 
vent a similar  occurrence  at  a future  election,  sir 
William  Manners  caused  all  the  houses  to  be  pul- 
led down,  except  about  sixty,  in  order  to  limit  the 
.number  of  voters,  and  erected  a large  work  house 
to  accommodate  those  whose  disobedience  had  of- 
fended him.  The  number  of  houses  destroyed  up- 
on  this  occasion  was  about  one  hundred,  and  the 
electors,  who  occupied  them,  with  their  families, 
have  mostly  resided  in  the  work  house  ever  since; 
the  nomination  of  the  members  is  thereby  trans- 
ferred from  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  house- 
holders to  an  individual,  (sir  William  Manners!”), 

[Xon.  paper. 

Foreign  news.  We  liave  extracts  from  London 
papers  of  the  16th  Sept.  The  following  are  the  only 
things  presented  that  seem  worth  present  notice. 

New  wheat  was  selling  at  London  at  from  5s.  to 
6s.  3J.  per  70  lbs.  So  there  will  be  great  distress 
among  the  farmers  because  of  its  abundance!  S 
per  cent,  consols,  for  money,  80  5-8  1 2.  Mr.  Can- 
ning has  received  the  seals  as  secretary  of  state  for 
foreign  affairs. 

Extracts  from  the  French  papers  shew  an  entirely 
different  picture  of  the  Greeks  from  that  wfiich  we 
have  hitherto  received.  I hey  state  tliat  Chours- 
chid  pacha  had  advanced  in  despite  of  all  difficul- 
ties, tliat  many  districts  had  submitted,  that  the 
Turkish  army  in  the  Morea  was  50,000  strong,  &c. 
The  truth  of  the  accounts  from  this  quarter  may  be 
estimated  from  a fact,  as  gravely  asserted,  that  the 
squadron  of  the  United  States  landed  a great  quan- 
tity of  arms  and  ammunition  at  Hydra!!!  It  is  cer- 
tain that  no'such  thing  happened.  The  number  of 
the  houses,  destroyed  or  burnt  by  the  Turks,  wficri 
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they  lately  set  fire  to  llie  city  of  Jassy,  is  given  at 
4 7UO! 

I'nals  for  conspiracies  and  seditions  are  numerous 
in  France.  Gei  . lierlon  and  5 of  iiis  acco.mplices, 
have  been  sentenced  to  death — ai.d  many  printers 
have  b-en  fined  and  imprisoned. 

'I'he  “holy  allies”  are  procee  ding  to  their  place 
of  meeting  at  Verona.  It  is  now  stated  that  lliej 
will  not  interfere  with  the  internal  affairs  of  Spain. 

In  Spain,  the  extraordinary  cortes  is  to  be  con 
voked— gen  Elio  has  bi  en  foued  guilty  of  treason. 
Many  parts  of  the  kingdom  is  stul  desolated  by  civil 
war,  blit  the  ultra  royalists  seem  generally  to  be 
worsted;  yet,  at  certain  points,  they  appear  in  con- 
su'.erable  strengtii 

The  scraps  of  intelligence  that  we  have  from 
Me.xico,  presage  thedownfal  of  the  recently-made 
emperor  -bnt  we  chiefly  receive  them  through 
Spanish  channels. 

It  is  reported  that  the  government  of  Brazil  has 
resolved  to  send  deputies  to  the  United  Stales  and 
England.  'I'hree  have  arrived  at  Uio  Janeiro  from 
Fernambuco,  one  white,  one  black,  and  one  mulatto. 
In  this  country,  there  is  uo  doubt  of  a complete 
amalgamation  of  the  whites  and  the  blacks,  espe- 
ciaily  if  it  maintains  its  independence. 


The  late  southern  storm. 

We  have  briefly  noticed  the  sufferings  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  by  the 
lat  * s'orm.  The  Winyaw,  (or  Georgetown),  Intel- 
ligei'cer,  of  the  12th  ult.  contains  an  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  citizens,  who  met  to 
express  their  sorrow  at  the  losses  they  iiad  sus- 
tained. The  intendant  was  called  to  the  chair — 
a committee  of  five  was  appointed  to  draw  up  re- 
solutions  suited  to  the  mournful  occasion — on  pre- 
senting these,  Mr.  Mitchell,  (member  of  congress, 
as  we  suppose,  from  that  state),  made  the  following 
remarks: 

Mr.  Intendant  I hold  in  my  hand  the  resolutions 
drafted  by  the  committee  of  which  I have  the  ho- 
nor to  be  chairman.  They  will  be  found,  I hope, 
to  indicate  and  express  that  deep  and  heart  felt 
coactrn,  with  which  we  are  all  afflicted  by  the  loss 
of  those  of  our  citizens  who  were  swept  away  in 
the  late  gale.  We  are  not,  however,  sir,  bigoted 
to  those  resolutions.  Should  any  gentleman  of  the 
meeting  submit  others  of  a deeper  cast  of  character, 
more  significant,  more  expressive  of  intensity  of 
feeling,  we  will  mo.st  cheerfully  and  readily  concur 
in  their  substitution.  The  stronger  the  resolutions 
are,  the  more  faithfully  will  they  exhibit  the  an- 
guish of  our  hearts.  All  that  we  supplicate  and  en- 
treat, gentlemen,  is,  that  whatsoever  measures  they 
do  adopt,  they  will  adopt  unanimously  and  without 
division.  For  it  will  be  admitted  on  all  sides,  that 
there  is  no  event  in  the  annals  of  this  part  of  the 
country,  so  afflicting  to  the  hearts  of  individuals,  so 
desolating  to  our  society  at  large,  as  the  solemn 
and  melancholy  event  which  we  are  called  upon  this 
day  to  commemorate. 

Our  little  village,  Mr.  Intendant,  has  been  often 
and  often  the  victim  of  the  most  sorrowful  dispen 
sations  of  Heaven.  It  is  known  to  us  all,  that,  dur 
ing  the  revolutionary  v/ar,  it  was  reduced  by  a mer- 
ciless foe  from  a state  of  smiling  prosperity  to  a 
heap  of  ashes.  Many  of  our  ancestors,  who  arose 
on  that  fatal  morning,  blest  with  fortune,  found 
themselves  at  noon  stripped  of  every  thing — Fa- 
thers and  mothers  wandered  aboui  the  streets 
houseless,  with  young  and  imploring  families,  ex- 
posed to  the  fatalities  of  a sickly  season,  or  depen- 


dant on  the  charity  of  the  few  who  had  fortunately 
escaped  the  flames.  This  surely  was  a most  ap- 
palling event — but  aggravating  and  aggravated  as 
it  was,  there  was  sometluug  in  it  to  support,  and 
to  uphold  and  to  cheer  the  liearts  of  the  sufferers. 
It  was  not  like  that,  which  we  are  called  upon  to 
bedew  with  our  tears — a scene  of  heart  reiid  ng, 
unnnngled,  comfortless  woe.  No,  sir,  in  th?  black 
smoke,  which  arose  from  the  cinders  of  tlieir  habi- 
tations,  they  beheld  the  bright  light  of  the  inde- 
pendenc:  of  their  country;  and  to  counterbalance 
the  temporary  evils  which  they  suffered,  they  had 
in  prospect  great  and  mighty  political  and  civil  bles- 
sings. But,  alas!  what  are  our  consolations  on  this 
occasion.^  What  is  there  to  soften  and  alleviate  the 
agonies  of  our  griefi’  What  to  impart  a ray  of 
light  to  this  Egyptian  darkness,  “the  like  of  which 
no  eye  hath  seen,  no  heart  conceived,”  “and  which 
no  tongue  can  adetpjately  tell.”  And  here,  sir,  1 
do  not  allude  to  tlie  loss  of  property,  immense  and 
incalculable  as  it  is:  though  in  recalling  the  disasters 
of  that  tremendous  night  our  hearts  are  rent  by  the 
exhibition  of  adversities  in  this  respect,  almost  too 
great  for  utterance.  We  are  informed,  sir,  that 
some  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  aro.se,  on  the  Fri- 
day morning  of  the  storm,  men  of  fortune,  posses- 
sing fair  2i»d  fertile  and  ample  plantations,  cultivat- 
ed and  animated  by  cheerful  and  aflectionate  labor- 
ers, with  their  barn  yards  laden  and  groaning  under 
the  weight  of  a most  plenteous  harvest,  and  their 
liearts  melting  with  gratitude  to  God,  for  the  unpre- 
cedented autumn  which  we  had  then  had;  that  these 
men,  sir,  so  gifted,  so  endowed,  so  blessed,  found 
themselves  on  the  following  morn  bereft  of  every 
thing,  reduced  almost  to  a state  of  bankruptcy  — 
In  casting  their  eyes  over  their  estates,  they  be- 
held nothing  but  one  confused  heap  of  ruinous,  dis- 
astrous, frightful  desolation;  not  a living  creature 
was  left  to  cheer  the  hopeless  view;  all  and  every 
thing- wsiS  swept  from  them  by  the  unfeeling  flood. 
This  sure!}  was  an  overwhelming  reverse;  a catas- 
trophe as  sudden  as  it  was  beyond  ull  human  calcu- 
lation. But  still  it  is  a reverse  at  which  they  should 
not  be  inconsolable.  For  no  man,  here,  can  continue 
poor,  who  is  honest,  and  economical  and  industrious: 
and  there  is  no  country  on  earth  in  which  a person, 
so  bereft  by  Heaven,  will  meet  with  such  cherish- 
ing and  universal  encouragement  from  all  quarters, 
if  he  will  manfully  put  his  hand  to  the  plough  and 
his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  as  in  this  our  most  bles- 
sed country.  Nor  is  there  any  where  else  so  little 
connection  between  wealth  and  respectability.  For 
no  citizen  is  here  distinguished  on  account  of  the 
number  of  slaves  which  he  owns,  or  the  number  of 
plantations  which  he  has  inherited,  or  the  amount 
of  stock  which  he  holds  in  the  national  funds.  We 
have  adopted  a different  standard  of  estimation. — 
The  principle  of  our  government  is  that  every  man 
should  be  considered,  and  loved,  and  respected, 
and  honored,  according  to  his  usefulness;  in  pro- 
portion to  the  virtues  of  his  heart,  and  the  excellen- 
cies of  his  head. 

What  I have  said  of  these  individuals  may  with 
equal  applicability  be  said  of  the  whole  society. — 
Although,  on  whatsoever  side  we  turn  our  eyes,  we 
behold  nothing  but  ruin  and  disaster;  yet,  if  our  so- 
ciety will  exert  its  energies,  in  the  course  of  a very 
short  time,  in  the  revolution  of  a very  few  moons, 
every  thing  w'ill  be  restored  to  its  former  order,  and 
fitness,  and  comfort  and  beauty.  For,  Mr.  Inten- 
dant, there  is  nothing  which  can  resist  the  power 
of  man’s  industry.  The  earth  must  yiel.l  to  the 
spade,  and  the  forest  must  fall  before  the  axe.  But 
supposing  that  this  wreck  of  property  is  irretiiev- 
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able;  that  it  is  beyond  the  reach  and  grasp  of  oiir 
exertions,  still  when  we  balance  it  against  the  dis- 
pensations with  which  Heaven  is  now  afflicting  the 
iairest  portions  of  our  earth,  we  must  say,  that  we 
have  cause  of  gratitude  to  tJod  for  the  ligiitness  of 
his  chastisement  in  this  respect.  For  is  all  the 
wealth,  which  we  have  lost,  to  be  co upared  to  the 
dreadful  ravages  of  the  yellow  fever  in  our  sister 
city  of  New  York?  Or  can  our  wretchedness  in 
this  respect  be  weighed  against  the  wretchedness  of 
the  excruciated  people  of  Ireland?  Or  will  you 
say  tliat  our  desolation  is  equal  to  that  lately  wit- 
nessed by  some  of  our  countrymen  in  the  city  of 
Sciom  Greece;  where  nought  was  seen  but  streets 
literally  flowing  with  blood,  and  nought  was  heard 
but  tlie  shriek*  of  prostituted  beauty;  the  groans  of 
■mangled  decrepitude;  the  remonstrances  of  mana- 
cled, fettered  heroism?  So  far  we  have  some  coiu 
eolation.  But  the  calamity  which  we  are  now  to 
touch  upon,  and  which  we  liave  assembled  this  day 
chiefly  to  consider,  is  an  irreparable  calamity.  Our 
society  has  sustained  a wound,  for  which  ‘‘there  is 
no  balm  in  Gilead.”  We  have  lost  some  of  the  best 
of  our  people.  You,  sir,  enjoy  the  reputation  of 
having  a most  critical  and  sagacious  eye,  and  I will 
ask,  if  you  had  been  appointed  to  select  from  the 
whole  mass  of  our  population  a given  number  of  in- 
dividuals as  distinguished  as  any  others  for  the  pos- 
session of  the  purest,  the  chastest,  the  most  gentle, 
and  the  most  kindly  disposed  hearts;  if  you  had 
been  appointed  to  select  those  who  were  remarka 
ble  for  a perfect  blamelessness  and  innocency  of 
life,  would  your  eye.s  have  lit  upon  any  other  than 
those  identical  persons  who  have  been  swept  from 
us  by  the  remorseless  ocean?  I,  sir,  was  bora  on 
this  spot;  I have  lived  here  all  my  life;  and  it  is  very 
well  known  to  every  man  in  this  assembly,  that  I 
have  been  much  engaged  in  the  heats  and  broils  of 
political  contention,  yet  never  have  I heard  foul- 
mouthed  malice,  heart-less,  reckless,  relentless,  in- 
sidious, undistinguishing  as  it  is;  never  have  I heard 
foul  mouthed  malice  utter,  nay  whisper,  in  its  most 
suppressed  and  stifled  tones,  aught  against  the 
character  of  the  late  Dr.  Myers. 

[The  orator  then  proceeds  to  make  some  most 
feeling  remarks  on  the  character  of  Dr.  Myers,  and 
others,  who  perished  by  the  awful  visitation,  and 
adds — ] 

In  fine,  my  countrymen!  He,  “who  layeth  the 
beams  of  his  chambers  in  the  waters — whomaketh 
the  clouds  his  chariot — who  walketh  upon  the  wings 
of  the  wind — who  looketh  on  the  earth  and  it  trem- 
bleth— who  toucheth  the  hills  and  they  smoke” — 
He  has  ordained  us  this  calamity,  and  we  must 
kneel  to  its  influence.  I fear,  sir,  I have  violated  a 
rule  that  I laid  clown  very  early  in  life,  which  was, 
never  to  address  any  assembly  of  which  I had  the 
honor  to  be  a member,  but  when  compelled  by 
some  private  necessity,  or  public  duty.  If  I have 
intruded  on  the  patience  of  my  fellow  citizens,  I 
entreat  their  pardon,  and  that  they  will  ascribe  the 
trespass  to  my  feelings  on  the  occasion.  I beg 
leave  to  submit  the  resolutions  of  the  committee. 

Whereas,  it  having  pleased  Almighty  God  to  send 
forth  the  winds  of  destruction,  and  to  scatter  af- 
fliction and  ruin  among  us — it  becomes  us, as  amo- 
ral and  religious  people,  to  clasp  our  hands  in 
prayer  before  his  wrath— to  humble  our  hearts,  and 
to  seek  mercy  from  him  who  alone  can  sooth  our 
affections: 

And  whereas,  it  is  a duty  which  we  owe  the  me- 
mories of  those  of  our  fellow-cilizens,  who  have 
been  unexpectedly  torn  from  us,  to  pay  a suitable 
tribute  to  their  worth. 


Resolved,  therefore,  That  the  hou.  t!ie  inten  li-. 
and  wardens,  do  set  apart  a day  of  prayer,  hu.n: 
liation  and. thanksgiving, and  that ourfdlow  citizen 
of  the  country  be  refjuested  to  join  in  its  solenan; 
ties. 

Resolved,  That  a committee  of  five  persons  he 
appointed  by  the  chairman,  for  the  purjiose  of  re- 
questing some  minister  of  the  gospel  to  deliver  a 
suitable  discourse,  as  well  upon  the  late  visitation 
of  Providence,  as  upon  the  worth  and  virtues  of  out 
departed  feliow-cHizens. 

Resolved,  That  the  citizens  do  assemlde  on  the 
day  appointed  by  the  town  council,  at  the  marlcet 
Uoiisf,  and  that  a procession  be  formed  to  the  cliurch, 
and  the  bell  be  tolled  as  at  a funeral. 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  citizens  be  recommended  to 
wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thiny  days. 

[ fhese  resolutions  were  separately  adopted,  af- 
ter amendment,  and  a commttee  to  cary  them  into 
effect  was  appointed,  as  required  ] 


American  Colonization  Society. 

ADDRESS  OF  rHB  HU.VtiD  OF  MANAGERS. 

The  period  has  at  length  arrived,  when  we  fees 
it  our  duty  to  call  upon  ourfreinds  for  their  umti.  d 
aid  and  exertions.  We  liave  now  a reiv.*--.,  .able 
prospect  of  accomplishing  the  great  obj  c.  for 
which  the  society  was  formed.  The  pubi  c have 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  difficulties  with 
which  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  t.-y  our  faith, 
our  constancy,  and  our  zeal.  'I'hey  have  been  in- 
formed by  the  last  report,  that  a territory  had  been 
purchased,  under  the  direction  of  iieot  enant  Stock- 
ton  and  Dr.  Ayres,  on  the  15t'  of  Do  emoer  Lisl. 
This  territory  is  situated  at  Moiitserrido,  at  the 
mouth  of  Montserado  river.  Further  account's  and 
fuller  observations  confirm  all  the  representations 
formerly  made  of  the  health,  fertility,  commercial 
and  agricultural  importance  of  this  pi.ice.  It  is  si- 
tuated in  about  6*^  13'  of  north  latitude,  and  about 
250  miles  south-east  of  Sierra  Leone.  Our  people 
who  were  at  Fourah  bay,  in  the  colony  of  Sierra  Le- 
one, have  been  removed  to  their  new  settlement. 
Dr.  Ayres  and  Mr.  Wiltberger  left  them  on  the  4th 
of  June,  when  houses  had  been  prepared  tor  them.. 
They  amounted,  at  that  time,  to  about  eighty.  A 
vessel  was  then  on  the  way  to  join  them,  v;^ith  thir- 
ty-five new  settlers,  and  fifteen  captured  Africans, 
with  a good  supply  of  provisions  and  stores.  As  the 
rains  will  cease  in  October,  and  the  season  then  com- 
mence fur  active  operations,  it  is  of  importance  that 
such  reinforcements  as  will  be  necessary  to  place 
the  settlement  on  a respectable  footing,  as  to 
strength,  society  and  resources,  should  be  for  .'  ard- 
ed  without  delay.  It  is  for  this  purpose  we  now 
call  upon  the  public  for  aid.  To  this  period  we 
have  always  looked,  not  without  anxiety  as  to  the 
result,  but  with  a confident  expectation  that  wc 
might  rely  upon  the  liberality,  benevolence,  and. 
Christian  zeal  of  our  fellow  citizens,  to  sujiply  the 
necessary  funds  for  layingthe  foundation  of  a settle- 
ment, which  will  make  Africa  rejoice,  and  which 
America  shall  not  be  ashamed  to  own  as  her  work. 
Great  as  have  been  our  difficulties,  our  discourage  • 
ments,  and  our  trials,  we  view  in  them  all  the  hand 
of  a kind  Providence,  who  has  sent  tliem,  as  we  be- 
lieve, for  wise  purposes,  and  has  not  failed  to  sup- 
port us  under  them.  We  necessarily  coromencec. 
our  operations  under  much  ignorance  of  the  coun- 
try and  people  of  Africa.  By  the  delay  wliich  haw 
taken  place,  we  have  procured  such  information  as, 
we  hope,  has  enabled  us  to  select  our  sitaariar\ 
:w!th  greater  advantage,  and  to  direct  bur  fatutc 
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operations  with  greater  skill  and  judgment,  and  to 
give  to  some  of  the  people  of  Africa  a knowledge 
of  our  objects,  and  a confidence  in  our  agents  ai.d 
country. 

We  are  happy  to  learn  that  many  of  the  most  pow- 
erful and  intelligent  of  the  kings  along  the  coast,  | 
have  become  convinced  that  the  slave  trade  must . 
soon  cease;  and  they  have  been  led  to  look,  with  ' 
no  small  anxiety,  for  the  sources  of  their  future  sup- 
plies: and  they  now  see  incur  new  settlement  that 
resource,  the  object  of  their  solicitude.  Their  in- 
terest and  their  hopes  are  already  enlisteil  in  our 
favor;  and  the  activity  and  enterprize  of  our  crui- 
sers have  brought  them  to  dread  the  power,  and  to 
respect  the  name  of  our  country.  We  are  now  seen 
•ami  known  through  another  medium,  than  that  of 
slave  traders,  and  v/c  are  now  enabled  to  place  the 
safety  of  our  people  and  the  success  of  our  settle- 
ment, on  two  of  the  strongest  passions  of  man — 
fear  and  interest. 

At  a grand  palaver,  called  by  Dr.  Ayt’es  in  April 
last,  at  which  tliere  were  seventeen  kings,  and  up- 
wards of  thirty  half  kings,  or  head  men,  there  were 
ljut  two  opposed  to  the  settlement  of  our  people 
at  Montserado,  and  all  but  one  offered  Dr.  Ayres 
land,  within  their  own  jurisdictions.  As  to  the  dis- 
positio.'i  of  the  colored  people  in  this  country  to 
avail  themselves  of  an  opportunity  to  join  the  co- 
lony, we  can  confidently  state  that  many  hundreds 
are  not  only  willing  but  anxious  to  go,  and  that  ap- 
plications for  tliis  purpose  are  almost  daily  made 
to  the  hoard.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  proper  to 
Slate  that  no  per.sons,  of  any  description,  ought  to 
attempt  to  settle  in  the  colony  witliout  the  permis 
sion  of  the  board,  and  that  they  will  not  be  received 
without  such  permission.  ^V'^e  request  the  .auMliary 
societies  to  exertthemselves  in  making  collections; 
and  we  hope  tliat,  where  there  are  no  auxiliary  .so- 
cieties, individuals,  friendly  to  the  cause,  will  do 
something  among  their  friends  and  neighbors.  If 
this  is  done  extensively,  even  small  contributions, 
which  will  hardly  be  felt,  will,  from  their  number, 
enable  us  to  send  out  a powerful  reinforcement. 
We  hope  no  friend  of  the  cause  will  omit  giving 
something.  This  is  an  important  crisis  in  our  affairs. 
We,  therefore,  hope  none  will  be  lukewarm  or 
indifferent.  In  a short  time,  we  expect  the  settlers 
will  be  able  to  support  themselves,  and  to  aid  other 
emigrants.  Now  is  the  time  to  encourage  them, 
and  lay  a foundation  for  future  strength.  Many 
thousands  will  be  enabled,  in  a few  years,  to  find 
their  way  to  the  settlement,  when  it  is  once  firmly 
established,  and  employment  and  assistance  can  be 
readily  furnished  them  on  their  arrival.  Let  us, 
then,  be  up  and  doing.  The  cause  is  great,  the 
object  important,  and  the  occasion  urgent. 

Collections  in  money  should  he  forwarded  to 
Hichard  Smith,  esq.  cashier  of  the  United  States 
branch  bank,  Washington,  treasurer  of  the  society. 

By  order  of  the  board. 

E.  B CALDWELL,  sec. 

October^  1822. 


The  Christian  Church* 

From  the  Democratic  Press. 

We  lately  gave  an  extract  from  a London  paper, 
relative  to  a book  published  in  England,  as  to  the 
consumption  of  the  public  wealth,  by  the  clergy  of 
every  Christian  na,tion.  We  have  since  been  pre- 
sented with  more  copious  extracts  from  that  work, 
and  find  them  of  so  interesting  a character  as  to  de- 
termine us  to  exhibit  some  of  its  most  important 
facts. 


In  I'kaxce,  the  number  of  Iicafers  of  the  Word 
are  given  at  30,000,000?  about  29  millions  of  Catho- 
lics and  one  milion  of  l^rotestants.  't  here  are 
25,895  Catholic  places  of  worship,  and  357  Proles- 
tant.  'rhe  number  of  Catholic  clergymen  is  given 
at  35,286  and  357  Protestants,  of  whom  183  are 
Calvinists  and  174  Lutherans.  The  average  annual 
expense  is  1,050,000/.  equal  to  35,000/.  per  million 
of  hearers.  This  estimate  is  for  the  year  1821. 

By  comparing  this  table  with  official  tables  of  the 
expenses  of  the  clergy  before  the  revolution  in 
France,  we  find  that  the  present  establishment  pro- 
vides a far  more  equal  apportionment  of  clergy  tc 
those  to  whom  they  are  tc*  serve,  and  secures  to  tlie 
lower  orders  cf  ministers  a more  ample  compensa- 
tion than  was  provided  by  the  ancient  establish- 
ment; there  is,  nevertheless,  an  annual  saving  to 
the  nation  of  more  than  thirty  millions  of  dollars. 
This  is  one  of  the  rich  fruits  of  the  revolution.  It 
is  thirty  years,  and  more,  since  the  revolution,  and, 
in  that  time,  the  French  nation,  in  this  one  item, 
have  saved  upwards  of  ?nne  hundred  millions  of  doU 
lars,  and  have  had  the  duty  of  the  clergy  better 
performed  and  their  co.mfort  better  provided  for. 
Such,  and  so  important  are  the  effects  of  a good  go- 
vernment. 

'fhe  church  or  kirk  of  Scotlaxi),  is  estimated  at 

1.500.000  hearers,  who  have  1,000  places  of  wor- 
ship,  with  each  one  clergyman;  the  income  of  the 
kirk  is  given  at  206,560/!' equal  to  135,000/.  per  mil- 
lion  of  hearers.  clergyman  can  have  less  than 
150/.  a year,  and  they  average  more,  besides  n 
dwelling  house  and  a glebe  of  land. 

The  following  is  given  as  the  present  state  of  the 
church  of  Spaix.  Hearers,  all  Roman  Catholics,  arc 
11,000,000,  who  have  11,000  places  of  worship  and 
16,552  clergymen,  whose  annual  income  is  given  at 
1,134,400/.  which  averages  100,000/.  for  every  mil- 
lion  ofliearers.  'I  he  Spanish  church  was  organized 
by  a decree  of  the  cortes,  of  October  24, 1821.  The 
author  of  the  work  under  review  says  it  is  charac- 
terized  by  “kindness,  good  feeling  and  wisdom.’^ 
Comparing  this  establishment  with  the  expenses  of 
the  church  before  the  late  revolution  in  Spain,  it 
appears  that  the  new  establishment  effects  an  an- 
nual savitiyr  to  the  nation  forty. four  millions  and 

a half  of  dollars  AVhat  an  immense  saving;  and, 
probably,  as  in  France,  the  clergy  are  better  pro- 
vided for  and  the  people  better  instructed.  Here 
again  is  the  rich  fruit  of  a revolution  founded  on 
the  rights  of  man 

The  church  of  Portitgai.  follows  next:  its  hearers 
are  3,000,000,  all  Roman  Catholics;  the  “places  of 
worship  are  given  at  3,000,  the  number  of  clergy, 
men  4,465,  the  income  of  the  church,  annually, 
300,000/  equal  to  100,000/.  for  every  million  of 
hearers.  This  is  the  new  establishment.  It  is  on 
precisely  the  same  plan  as  that  of  Spain,  and  the 
saving,  although  not  stated,  is  probably  as  great  in 
Portugal  as  in  either  Spain  or  France. 

The  latin  Catholic  church  in  Hungarv  is  said  to 
have  4,000,000  of  hearers,  3,230  places  of  worship, 
5,469  clergymen,  whose  annual  income  is  given  at 
320,000/.,  equal  to  80,000/.  per  million  of  hearers. 
The  Calv^isiic  church  in  Hungary  is  estimated  at 

1.050.000  hearers,  1,351  places  of  worship,  1,384 
clergymen,  whose  income  annually  is  put  down  at 
63,000/.,  equal  to  60,000/.  per  million  of  hearers. 
The  Lutheran  church  in  Hungary  has  650,000  hear- 
ers, 448  places  of  worship,  456  clergymen,  whose 

; annual  income  is  26,000/.,  equal  to  40,000/.  per 
million  of  hearers. 

From  the  facts  we  have  extracted,  the  following 
is  constructed  by  our  author; 
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The  clerg-ymen  receive  on  an  average  per  millton 
of  hearers, 


In  France, 

national  stipend 

£35,000 

In  Spain, 

do. 

100,000 

In  Porttigal,  do. 

100,000 

In  Scotland,  do.  dwelling  and  glebe 

135  000 

In  Hungary,  Catholics,  do. 

80,000 

Do. 

Calvinists, 

do. 

60,000 

Do. 

Lutherans,  do. 

40,000 

The  average  numb  er  of  people  for  whom  a church 

is  provided, 
In  France 

1,150 

In  Spain 

1,000 

In  Scotland 

1,500 

In  Portugal 

1,000 

In  Hungary, 

Cath.  1,240 

In  Hungary, 

Calv.  750 

in  Hungary,  Lutherans,  1,500. 

The  average  number  for  whom  a clergyman  is 


provided. 

In  France 
In  Scotland 
In  Hungary,  Cath. 


1,150 

1,500 

730 


In  Spain  700 

In  Portugal  700 

In  Hungary,  Calv.  750 


In  Hungary,  Lutherans,  1,500. 


We  are  next  presented  with  the  estimated  ex- 
penditure on  the  clergy  of  these  United  Statesj  the 
hearers  are  said  to  be  9,600,000,  places  of  worship 

8,000,  clergymen  8,000,  annual  income  576,000^., 
equal  to  60,000,'.  per  million  of  people. 


The  church  of  Italy  is  next — its  hearers  are 
19,391,200,  all  Roman  Catholics,  places  of  worship 
16,170,  clergymen  20,400,  whose  annual  income  is 
776,000/.  equal  to  40,000/.  per  million  of  hearers. 


The  estimated  expenditure  on  the  clergy  of  Aus- 
TiiiA  is  thus  given;  hearers  18,918,800,  places  of 
worship  15,800,  clergymen  19,000,  whose  income 
is  950,000/.,  equal  to  50  000/.  per  million  of  hearers. 

The  clergy  of  Switzerland  are  said  to  have 

1,720,000  hearers,  they  are  about  two  thirds  Cal- 
vinists and  one-third  Catholics,  1,430  places  of  wor. 
ship,  1,700  clergymen,  whose  annual  income  is 
87,000/.,  equal  to  50,000/.  per  million  of  hearers. 

In  Prussia  the-hearers  are  estimated  10,536,571, 
places  of  worship  8,100,  clergymen  9,578,  whose 
annual  income  is  527,000/.,  equal  to  20,000/.  per 
million  of  hearers.  Of  these,  there  are  Lutherans 
6,054,379,  Catholics  4,023,513,  Reformed  or  Calvin- 
istic  300,101,  Jews  127,345,  Menonites,  &c.  &c. 
21,233. 

The  German  States,  exclusive  of  Austria  and 
Prussia,  are  said  to  have  12,763,500  hearers,  9,800 
places  of  worship,  12,600  clergymen,  with  an  in* 
come  of  665,000/.  annually,  equal  to  60,000/.  per 
million  of  people. 

The  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands  is  said  to  have 

5.000. 000  of  hearers — of  these,  there  are  3,500,000 
Catholics,  1,000,000  of  Calvinists,  and  500,000  of 
other  sects.  They  have  3,840  places  of  worship, 
4,540  clergymen,  with  an  aimual  income  of  265,000/. 
being  at  the  rate  of  80,000/.  per  million,  for  two 
millions  of  Dutch,  and  35,000/.  per  million  for  three 
millions  of  Flemish. 

The  clergy  in  Denmark  have  1,700,000  hearers, 
all  Lutherans,  1,300  places  of  worship,  and  1,586 
clergymen,  whose  annual  income  is  119,000/.,  at  the 
rate  of  70,000/.  per  million  of  hearers. 

In  Sweden  and  Norway  there  are  supposed  to 
be  3,400,000  hearers,  2,620  places  of  worship,  and 
3,100  clergymen,  whose  incomes  are  estimated  at 
238,000/.,  at  the  rate  of  70,000/.  per  million  of 
hearers. 

In  the  Russian  empire  the  hearers  are  said  to  be 

42.000. 000 — of  these,  there  are  of  the  Greek  church 

34.000. 000,  Catholics  5,500,000,  and  Lutherans 

2.500.000,  places  of  worship  24,500,  clergymen 
74,270,  whose  yearly  income  is  910,000/. 


34.000. 000  Greek  church,  at  15,000'.  per  million, 
510,000/. 

8.000. 000  Catholics  and  Lutherans,  at  50,000’. 
per  million,  400  WOl. 

rile  Greek  Christians  in  Turkey  are  calculated 
at  6,000,000,  who  pay  at  the  rate  of  30,000/.,  equal 
to  180  000/. 

In  South  America  the  hearers  of  the  gospel  are 
estimated  at  15,000.000,  who  pay  at  the  rale  of 
30.000/.  per  million,  which  gives  an  annual  income 
of  450,000/.  In  small  Christian  communities,  dis- 
persed over  the  world,  it  is  believed  there  are 

3.000. 000  of  hearers,  who  pay  at  the  rate  of  50,000/. 
per  million,  equal  to  150,000/. 

England  and  Wales  our  author  calculates  to 
have  6.000.000  of  heai'ers  the  church  establish, 
ment;  there  are  11,743  places  of  worship,  and  18,000 
clergymen,  whose  annual  income  is  ebUmated  at 
7,596,000/.,  at  the  rate  of  1,266,000/. 

In  Ireland,  it  is  assumed  that  there  are  not  more 
than  40,000  bearers  of  the  established  churcii;  tlicy 
have  740  places  of  worship,  and  1,700  clergymen, 
whose  annual  income  is  1,300,000/.,  at  the  rate  of 
3,250,000/.  per  million  of  hearers. 

The  people  who  are  not  hearers  of  the  e.stablish- 
■'d  church  in  England  and  Hu/es,  are  estirnaled  at 

6.000. 000,  who  have  8,000  places  of  worship  and 

8,000  clergymen,  who  receive,  annually,  510,000/., 
at  the  rate  of  85,000/.  per  million.  In  Scotland,  the 
hearers  who  do  not  belong  to  the  kirk,  are  estimat- 
ed at  500.000,  who  have  333  places  of  worship  anti 
400  clergymen,  whose  yearly  income  is  45,000/.,  at 
the  rate  of  90,000i.  per  million.  In  Ireland^  the 
hearers  of  the  gospel  not  of  the  established  churcli, 
are  calculated  to  be  6,600,000,  viz.  Catholic . 5.500,- 
000,  Presbyterians  800,000,  .Methodists  and  other 
sects,  300,000 — who  have  2,378  places  of  worship, 
and  2,378  clergymen,  whose  annual  income  is  esti- 
mated 264,080/.,  equal  to  40,000/.  per  million  of 
hearers. 

From  these  and  many  other  facts  which  we  have 
passed  over,  it  appears  that,  in  all  the  countries  of 
Europe  and  America,  except  G.  Britain,  198,728,- 
000  people  pay  their  clergy  8,852,000/.;  while 

6.000. 000  of  the  people  of  the  established  church 
of  England  and  Wales  pay  their  clergy  8,896,000/. 

The  following  table  exhibits  an  abstract  of  the 
state  of  Christianity  throughout  the  world: 

R.  Catholics.  Protestants.  Gk.  church. 
In  G.  Britain  & Ireland  5,800,000  15,200,000 

Rest  of  the  world  118,872,000  38,856,000  41,500  000 

124,672,000  54,056,000  41,500,000 

Catholics,  124,672,000,  pay  to  their  clergy  6,106,- 

000/. 

Protestants,  54,056,000,  pay  to  their  clergyr 
11,906,000/. 

Greek  church,  41,500,000,  pay  to  their  clergy 
760,000/. 

Total  of  Christians  220,228,000,  pay  to  their  cler- 
gy 18,672,000;  of  which  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
for  twenty-one  millions  of  people,  pay  more  than 
one  half. 

We  will  not  lengthen  this  article  by  remarks  upon 
the  number  of  extraordinary  facts  it  presents  for 
contemplation.  We  would  recommend  our  readers 
to  lay  this  abstract  away,  to  be  read  again  and  con- 
sulted occasionally.  Before  we  close,  we  would 
submit  the  following  short  statement,  exhibiting 
the  expense  per  thousand  of  the  whole  Christian 
world— of  the  Catholic,  of  the  Protestant,  and  of 
the  Greek  churches,  for  the  maintenance  of  their 
clergy. 

220,228,000  Christians  in  the  world,  per  thousand  = 
85/.  is.  9c/. 
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124.672.000  Catholics  in  the  whole  world,  per 
thousand,  48/  19,?.  6d. 

54.056.000  Protestants  in  the  world,  per  thou- 
sand 250/.  5s. 

41.500.000  Greeks  in  the  world,  per  thousand, 
18/.  6?.  3(1. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  maintenance  of  the 
clergy  of  the  Protestant  church  cost  more  than 
twelve  times  as  much  as  those  of  the  Greek  church, 
and  four  and  a had  times  as  much  as  those  ot  the 
Catholic  church. 


Legislature  of  Vennout. 

UOVEKNOU’S  SPEECH. 

Ginllemen  of  the  council,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

, The  evidence  given  by  my  fellow  citizens,  of 
tiieir  continued  respect,  in  cdecling  me  again  to 
the  office  of  chief  magistrate  of  the  state,  excites 
in  my  breast  the  liveliest  sense  of  gratitude;  and 
while  it  encourages  the  belief  that,  hitlierto,  the 
discharge  of  the  important  duties  of  the  trust  lias 
merited  approbation,  it  reminds  me,  that  repeated 
tokens  of  confidence  demand  increased  exertions 
of  faithfulness  and  diligence. 

The  opportunity  with  which  I have  been  favored 
of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of 
gentlemen  who  compose  this  assembly;  having  been 
frequently  associated  with  most  of  you,  in  some  of 
the  ditlerent  departments  of  the  governments,  ena- 
bles  me  to  rely,  with  confidence,  upon  your  conn- 
tenance  and  support  in  every  proposition  made  by 
the  executive,  which  has  for  its  end  the  advance- 
ment of  the  public  interest;  at  the  same  time  afford 
ing  satisfactory  evidence,  that  the  independent  and 
enlightened  opinions  of  the  representatives  of  the 
freemen  are  duly  appreciated. 

In  assembling  togetlier  upon  an  occasion  like  the 
present,  we  are  naturally  led  to  a reci.llection  of  the 
events  of  the  past  year;  and  although,  in  the  dis- 
pensations of  Provivience,  there  are  none  distin- 
guishingly  marked  with  prosperity  or  adversity,  in 
which  we  are  immediately  interested,  much  to  the 
sober,  considerate  mind,  is  presented,  which  de- 
mands sincere  acknowledgments  to  the  Supreme 
Being;  and  that,  through  his  gracious  inliuerice,  our 
present  labors  may  have  a prosperous  result,  it  be- 
comes us  to  cherish  a grateful  remembrance  of  past 
favors,  and,  in  sincerity,  humbly  implore  Divine  as- 
sistance. 

'Phe  siinrt  period  for  which  the  representatives 
hold  their  offices,  and  the  plenary  powers  with 
which  they  are  invested,  was  designed,  by  the  vene- 
rable framers  of  cur  constituiion,  to  secure  to  the 
people  the  power  of  speedily  abrogating  such  laws 
as  were  inexpedient  or  iinjnst;  and,  while  we  ])os- 
sess  this  peculiar  advantage,  that  we  may  practically 
avoid  the  evil  of  frequent  and  injudicious  changes 
of  the  public  laws,  against  which  othergovernments 
have  provided,  by  erecting  a co  ordinate  and  more 
permanent  branch  ofltgislalive  authority,  we  ought 
to  cultivate  an  habitual  regard  for  existing  laws,  and 
carefully  to  resist  a natural,  yet  dangerou.s,  propen- 
sity of  magnifying  partial  imperfection.^,  to  which 
all  human  institutions  are  unavoidably  subject),  into 
unnecessary  defects. 

The  present  i^cviod  of  public  and  radical  tran- 
quility is  highly  favorable  to  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures calculated  to  promote  the  permanent  interest.s 
of  the  state.  To  improve  the  means  of  transport- 
ing the  various  commodities  with  which  the  slate 
abounds,  and  to  facilitate  access  to  the  most  favora- 
ble markets,  are  objects  of  the  first  impcrt.anc?. 


We  have  witnes.sed,  with  pleasure,  the  interest 
which  this  subject  has  excited  in  our  sister  states; 
and  it  cannot  be  doubted,  tliat  the  time  is  not  dis- 
tant when  it  will  claim  the  attention  of  our  own. 
Whether  the  period  lias  arrived  in  which  it  would 
be  practicable  to  attempt  any  thing  berond  the  im- 
provement of  our  roads,  will  be  decided  by  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  legislature.  That  striking  di.sparity 
wliich  exists  in  llie  state  of  the  roads,  in  different 
towns,  possessing  equal  means,  and  subjected  to 
equal  obstacles  and  difficulties,  is  evidence  of  a de- 
fect in  the  law,  or  its  administration.  1 appreliend 
it  will  be  found,  upon  t.xumination,  that  the  statute 
of  A.  D.  1810,  apply  ing  the  penally  inipos  d upon 
a town,  for  neglect  in  making  and  repairing  roads 
to  that  object,  has  produced  no  salutary  efiects,  but 
has  rather  induced  the  very  neglect  again.st  which 
the  law  was  designed  to  provide.  Instead  of  stimu- 
lating to  diligence  and  attention,  from  the  fear  of 
punishment,  it  invites  delay  till  the  tardy  process  of 
the  law  shall  compel  them  to  do  that,  and  that  only, 
which  was  their  duty  to  have  performed.  It  is,  in 
effect,  saying,  “if  you  neglect  to  impose  this  neces- 
sary tax  upon  yourselves,  it  may,  at  some  future  pe- 
riod, be  imposed  upon  you  by  others.” 

The  fiscal  concerns  of  a state,  however  limited* 
and  inconsiderable,  require  the  constant  care  and 
watchfulness  of  its  guardians.  They  ought  not  only 
to  require,  but  to  obtain,  annually,  information  in 
relation  to  every  source  of  revenue,  as  well  as  the 
state  and  condition  of  all  the  demands,  under  tlie 
charge  of  the  various  public  officers  through  the 
government.  Although  retrenchment  cannot  be 
deemed  necessary,  in  reference  to  the  present  com- 
pensation allowed  for  specific  services,  yvhich  is  pro- 
bably  below  that  of  any  other  state  of  equal  rank, 
that  the  cfiims  ufion  l!ie  treasury  may  not  be  uiine- 
cessardy  augmented,  every  branch  of  public  expen- 
diture demands  frequent  examination.  I'he  ex- 
penses incuiTed  by  public  prosecutions,  constitute 
a principal  source  of  t'ne  ciisbursemeiils  niade  by 
that  department;  and  it  is  to  be  noticed  that,  for 
many  years,  they  have  much  incrensed. 

In  a government  like  ours,  established  upon  the 
avowed  principle  of  securing  equal  jirivileges  and 
affi'rding  eijiial  protection  to  all,  justice  demands  of 
those  to  whom  its  ailmiiiis>.ration  is  entrusted,  so  to 
provide  as  that  the  un.suspecting  and  unfortunate 
may  be  secured  against  the  unjust  exactions  of  the 
more  artful  and  fortunate.  The  distinctions  which 
exist  in  other  governments,  arising  from  affluence 
and  indigence,  and  which  may  there  be  nece.s.sary  to 
support  the  deformed  fabricks,  are  alike  opposed 
to  the  safety  of  our  civil  inslilution.s  and  the  well 
being  of  society  The  acquisition  of  wealth,  by 
laudable  industry,  economv  and  prudence,  merits 
approbation  and  encouiagemtnt;  but  laws  provid- 
ing  facilities  for  a few  calculating,  greedy  citizens, 
to  monopolize  that  property,  the  product  of  tlie  toil 
and  industrv  of  the  more  useful  and  deserving,  can 
never  be  sanctione  d by  the  faithful  and  intelligent 
representatives  of  the  people.  These  suggestion.s 
are  made  from  a conviction,  that  the  practice  of  ex- 
ac  ing  exorliitant  interest,  (a  subject  alluded  to  in 
addressing  tlie  legislature  the  last  year,  and  for 
wli'ch  I hope  to  be  excused  in  again  inviting  its  at- 
tenti  n),  is  henoming  extensively  injurious  to  the 
int  reels  of  the  great  bod\  of  llie  citizens.  The 
amount  of  the  exaction  is  overlooked  in  the  covert 
poison  of  long  cr- dit,  and  the  illusive  hope  of  good 
fortune  and  better  times,  or  submitted  to  from  ne- 
cessity. In  most  governments,  where  the  amount 
of  interest  is  at  all  restricted  by  law,  the  contract  or 
securitv,  in  which  is  reserved  the  ustiry,  is  rendered 
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voicl.  Should  any  lav/  on  the  subject  be  con.sidered  i 
usx  fai,  1 submit  to  the  general  assembly  whether  a 
prc  v isior.  to  that  eff  ect  in  our  law,  would  not  neces- 
Lriiy  check  the  evil.  So  long-  as  the  security  is  not ! 
jeopardized,  the  usurer  will  not  hesitate  to  make 
the  reservation;  suspending*  on  the  liappening  of 
events  the  ultimate  determination  of  receiving.  It 
is  believed,  that  the  existing  penalty  is  inadequate 
to  the  object.  Private  prosecutions,  by  the  aggriev- 
ed or  others,  are  discouraged  by  the  consideration 
that  in  most  cases,  the  cost  and  expense  incurred  in, 
and  the  uncertainty  of  the  final  issue  of,  the  prose- 
cution, will  counterbaiufi  te  the  offered  and  unpre- 
cedented low  reward.  Public  prosecutions  are  rare, 
inasmuch  as  where  no  privaie  advantage  is  expect- 
ed, tJiere  are  few  who  will,  at  tne  expense  of  tfie 
displeasure  of  a powerful  class  of  citizens,  volunta- 
rilv  exercise  the  reputedly  invidious  office  of  in- 
former. 

The  natural  effect  produced  by  the  success 
which  of  late  has  attended  the  petitions  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  banks,  is  to  encourage  others  in  the 
•pursuit;  and  the  difficulty  of  resisting  applications, 
supported  by  arguments  which  have  heretofore 
beeiv  urged,  with  so  much  skill  and  efficacy,  is  pro- 
bably not  diminished.  The  commercial  concerns 
of  the  state  cannot  require  extensive  banking  in- 
stitutions. The  resources  of  our  husbandmen,  and 
their  course  of  business,  are  illy  calculated  to  meet 
the  demands  and  comply  with  the  necessary  regu- 
lations. An  opportunity  will  be  afforded  for  in- 
vesting that  money,  which  would  otherwise  remain 
in  the  hands  of  many  wealthy,  honorable  citizens, 
accessible  to  those  who  will  then  become  the  prey 
of  such  as  are  therebj  enabled  to  increase  the 
means  of  usurious  depredations.  I'he  advantages 
ordinarily  derived  to  the  state  at  large,  from  the 
augmentation  of  a circulating  medium,  which  is  not 
the  representative  of  real  wealth,  are  not  discern- 
ed. The  ruinous  effects  of  multiplying  banks  in 
the  interior  of  our  country,  have  indeed  been  felt, 
and,  I believe,  generally  acknowledged;  and  I can 
but  hope  the  legislature  will  concur  in  the  opinion, 
that  enough  has  already  been  done  to  satisfy  every 
requisition,  emanating  from  an  ingenious  desire  for 
the  public  good. 

The  doubts  which  have  been  entertained  by  ma- 
ny whose  opinions  merit  respect,  together  with  the 
decision  lately  made  by  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  will  suggest  to  the  general  assembly 
the  propriety  of  cautiously  providing  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  unfortunate,  who  are  induced  to  ask  for 
acts  of  suspension  and  insolvency,  that  the  intend- 
ed favor  may  not  prove  delusive  to  the  debtors,  or 
prejudicial  to  those  who  have  humanely  furnished 
the  requisite  aid,  for  extending  the  limits  of  their 
confinement  beyond  the  walls  of  a comfortable  pri- 
son. 

In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  general  as- 
sembly, at  their  last  session,  a correspondence  has 
been  opened  with  the  governor  of  Canada,  on  the 
subject  of  obstructions  supposed  to  liave  been 
erected  on  the  waters  issuing  from  Lake  Memphra- 
magog;  and  it  is  due  to  that  distinguished  public 
officer  to  state,  that  a prompt  attention  was  given 
to  the  complaint,  and  satisfaction  afforded  to  the 
citizens  who  felt  aggrieved. 

The  sincere  attachment  of  this  state  to  the  go- 
vernment  of  the  union,  cannot  fail  to  excite  a deep 
interest  in  the  success  attending  its  administration; 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  1 .am  enabled  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  present  prosperous  state  of  our  nation- 
al concerns. — I'he  general  anxiety  produced  by  the 
depressed  state  cf  the  revenue,  has  nu.*asurably 


subsided,  by  the  favorable  reports  of  its  augmenta- 
tion. 

^ 1 he  success  which  has  attended  tlie  exertions  cf 
t.iat  meritorious  class  of  citizens  engaged  in  manu- 
factures, notwithstanding  the  obstacles  ajid  difficul- 
ties they  have  encountered,  is  noticed  with  much 
sutisf actio.il;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  by  that  encou- 
ragement, which  may  reasonably  be  expected,  our 
supplies  and  our  revenue,  wiiich  heretofore  have 
rested  upon  a precaiious  foreign  commerce,  may 
be  drawn  from  a sbiirce,  profitabIe=to  the  citizens 
and  safe  to  the  govermnent.  An  enlightened  ami 
entei  prizing  people  cannot  long  be  satisfied  with’ 
a system  of  regulations,  in  which  a favorable  mar. 
ket  for  the  varied  and  principal  productions  of 
every  part  of  the  country,  and  the  different  inte- 
rests every  class  of  citizens,  i.s  not  duly  regard- 
ed. The  good  sense  of  the  community  will  discover 
that  the  nominal  price  of  the  wares  in  market,  is 
not  so  important  as  is  the  possession  of  the  requi- 
site means  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  purchaser. 
This  subject  is  one  which  has  not  heretofore  been 
passed  unnoticed;  and  is  now  only  referred  to  in 
the  hope  that  some  salutary  effects  may  issue  frorrs 
a frequent  recurrence  to  the  claims  of  the  greatest 
portion  of  the  useful  and  industrious  citizens  of 
this  section  of  our  country. 

The  unanimity  which  has  hitherto  apparently  pre- 
vailed amongst  the  freemen  of  the  state,  in  placing 
me  in  the  responsible  station  I now  occupy,  and 
which  I hope  will  ever  be  remembered  with  grati- 
tude and  delight,  has  induced  the  belief,  that  it  is 
probable,  without  a manifestation  of  my  desires,  I 
might  again  be  honored  with  the  suffrages  of  some 
portion  ofmy  fellow  citizens;  I have  therelore  deem- 
ed it  my  duty  to  request,  that  I may  not  again  be 
considered  a candidate  for  the  office. 

RICHARD  SKINNER 

October  11,  1822. 


Independence  of  Urasil. 

TRANSLATE!)  FOR  THE  PIULADELEHl A GAZETTE- 

From  the  Lisbon  Diario  do  Governo,  Aug.  2T. 
The  general  extraordinary  and  constituent  cortes  oj 
the  Portuguese  nation^  to  the  people  of  lirar.iL 
'fo  establish  and  to  consolidate  the  constitutional 
monarchy  in  both  hemi.spheres,  is  the  ardent  desire 
of  the  cortes.  To  straighten,  by  indissoluble  ties, 
the  union  of  two  brotherly  nations,  though  tliey  be 
separated  by  so  great  a space,  is  the  difficult  pro- 
blem, which  can  only  be  solved  by  a thorough  con- 
viction and  a frank  declaration  of  what  our  circum- 
stances loudly  call  for.  Let  us  not  therefore  spend 
in  useless  disputes  and  recipi’ocul  recriminations, 
the  time  which  we  ought  to  employ  to  maintain 
the  integrity  of  so  vast  an  empire,  whose  greatne.s.s 
and  soliffity  depends  on  a well  adjusted  and  per- 
manent union. 

Brazilians!  Neither  do  your  European  brethren 
contradict  you,  nor  did  even  the  cortes  deny  you 
the  natural  right  which  you  have  to  constitute 
yourselves  independent  and  to  select  the  conditions 
of  government  which  might  suit  you  best;  the  cor- 
tes recognized  thi ) expressly,  when  they  proposed 
you  the  fundamental  law  of  the  basis  of  the  consti- 
tution, in  order  that  you  might  declare  whether  you 
wi.shed  to  form  with  u.s,  under  those  conditions,  thu 
same  association,  the  same  empire.  If,  on  account 
of  the  distance  and  time,  your  representative.s  could 
not  co-operate  in  framing  this  law,  you  uciopted  it, 
after  it  had  been  made;  you  swore  to  it,  the  votes 
of  all  the  political  assemblies  of  Brazils  re-echoed 
in  the  halb  of  this  building  amidst  the  greatest  ap- 


KILES’  UEGI8TEII-  -NOVEMBKll  -2,  1822— INDEPENUENCE  OK  BR.VZIL.  143 


plause  and  the  liveliesl  enthusiasm.  Since  then  it 
was  notorious  to  the  whole  world,  that,  far  from 
•adopting  an  uncouditional  submission,  you  hud  re- 
cognized and  swore  to  the  basis  of  the  coiistitution 
of  the  Portuguese  monarchy,  atid  that  you  had  pro- 
claimed the  union  with  Portugal  in  the  most  so- 
lemn and  most  spontaneous  manner,  under  the  po- 
litical  system  and  the  conditions  of  government 
therein  determined. 

The  essential  principles  of  our  original  political 
charter  have  not  been  altered  by  the  constitution, 
thev  have  only  been  belter  developed  and  expound 
ed.'  They  consist  generally  in  the  division  of  the 
political  powers;  one  single  chamber  of  representa- 
tives, with  legislative  power,  assembling  once  in 
each  year -an  inviolable  king,  with  responsible  mi- 
nisters—the  liberty  of  the  press— the  right  of  peti- 
tion.  These  are  the  first  guarantees  of  the  political 
and  civil  liberty  of  the  people  of  Portugal  and  of  the 
people  of  Brazil;  a liberty,  Brazilians,  which  is  one 
and  the  same,  as  well  for  you,  as  for  your  European 
brethren,  since  it  is  equally  valuable  and  elficacious 
to  both;  nor  does  the  constitution  allow  to  one 
what  it  refuses  to  the  other;  those  who  tell  you 
the  contrary,  wish  only  to  satisfy  ambitious  passions, 
alienating  your  minds  in  order  to  expose  your  safe- 
ty, and  to  draw  on  you  the  horrors  of  anarchy  and 
civil  war;  they  are  restless  persons,  who  flatter  any 
Iiind  of  authority,  only  for  the  purpose  of  ascending 
to  the  summit  of  power  and  riches,  heedless  of  all 
disastrous  consequences. 

Let,  therefore,  all  illusion,  which  may  yet  possess 
some  minds,  disappear  at  once, 

Brazilians!  When  the  cortes  displayed  to  your 
sight  the  standard  of  liberty,  and  invited  you  to 
rally  under  this  signal,  it  was  certainly  not  done  in 
order  to  retain  you  in  the  abject  state  of  colonial 
dependence;  when  they  oflered  you  the  same  con- 
stitution, the  same  liberties  and  the  same  guaran- 
tees, it  was  certainly  not  done  in  order  to  make 
3’’ou  slaves,  it  would  be  a singular  way  of  reduc- 
ing to  a colonial  stale  and  enslaving  the  people,  to 
recognize  the  rights,  of  which  they  had  been  de- 
prived, and  the  privileges,  which  they  had  never 
fully  enjoyed.  As  if  the  civil  and  political  liberty 
were  some  abstract  speculation  and  without  the 
reach  of  any  common  capacity,  a set  of  disorga- 
nizers  have  tried  to  persuade  you,  that  it  were  in- 
consistent  with  that  liberty  to  continue  the  provin- 
cial Juntas,  which  yourselves  have  established  by 
the  elections  of  the  people;  to  abolisli  the  tribunals 
which  are  notoriously  useless  and  a heavy  charge; 
to  withdraw  from  America  the  heir  of  the  crown, 
when  political  reasons  called  him  to  the  f oot  of  the 
throne,  and  when  you  had  yourselves  shown  an 
unwillingness  to  obey  him.  This  faction  of  ambi- 
tious men,  enemies  of  the  public  tranquility,  have 
taken  hold  of  and  exaggerated  in  the  south  ol  Bra- 
zil such  ill-founded  pleas;  they  have  pretended,  at 
first,  that  the  cortes  had  no  authority  to  legislate  for 
Brazil;  they  have  alleged  next  the  injustice  of  the 
legislative  measures;  and,  at  last,  they  have  declar- 
ed their  formal  disobedience  and  manifest  revolt, 
whereas  the  legislative  authority  of  the  cortes  have 
sprungfrom  the  basis  and  from  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  have  adopted,  sworn  to,  and  recognized 
that  authority;  whereas  the  justice  of  the  legisla- 
tion is  founded  on  the  nature  of  things  and  on  the 
will  of  the  people,  previously  and  expressly  declar- 
ed; whereas,  finally,  partial  resistance  is  the  very 
crime  of  rebellion,  which  is  always  the  forerunner 
ot  anarchy,  and  ought  to*be  puirfsh'^d  in  ev'^rv  well 
organized  sociery. 


The  cortes,  kn  owing  that  this  revolt  is  only  the 
act  of  a few  individuals  who  liave  signed  a certain 
document,  have  decreed  that  the  rebels  shall  be 
prosecuted.  The  cortes  respect  the  general  will 
of  all  Brazil,  and  they  know  that  the  general  will 
of  the  people  is  the  vehicle  and  organ  of  every  pru- 
dent legislature;  but  they  know  also,  that  ti»e  ge- 
neral will  of  all  Brazil  is  to  adopt,  with  the  same 
conditions,  the  same  system  of  government,  uniting 
itself  to  Portugal  by  an  everlasting  tie,  and  they 
know  that  the  disorganizing  attempts  of  partial  re- 
sistance are  only  ramifications  of  the  faction  of  the 
south,  in  order  to  prevent  tlie  re-action  of  these 
and  other  turbulent  passions,  obnoxious  to  liberty 
and  contrary  to  the  general  opinion  of  tlie  people 
of  Brazil,  the  cortes  have  determined,  tiiat  the  ex- 
ecutive be  authorised  to  send  troops  to  tliat  conti- 
neiit.  A new  pretext  for  the  factious!— but  as 
groundless  as  the  former  ones.  This  expedient,  in 
the  terms  with  which  the  certes  have  adopted  it, 
(who  of  you,  Brazilians,  does  not  see  it!),  if  it  serves 
the  purpose  of  suppressing  dangerous  parties,  is 
certainly  inadequate  to  make  coiU[uests  or  to  main- 
tain tyranny;  this  consideration  alone  is  sufficient 
to  free  it  even  from  the  appearances  of  hostility. 
However,  the  cortes  have  taken  more  and  more 
into  consideration  the  degree  to  which  the  irrita- 
tion between  the  Europeans  and  the  natives  lias  ar- 
rived in  Brazil,  and  how  much  the  excesses  of  a po- 
pular frenzy,  which  the  troops  of  the  country 
would  not  be  able  to  contain,  are  to  be  feared;  it 
is  therfore  necessary  to  protect  the  real  and  ]ier- 
sonal  property  of  a great  number  of  citizens.  And 
how  could  so  great  a mass  of  interests  and  opi- 
nions be  indifferent?  Nothing  else  has  influenced 
this  determination  of  the  cortes. 

Brazilians!  The  proceedings  of  the  cortes  and  of 
government,  whose  authority  you  have  recognized 
and  swore  to,  have  exceeded  neither  tlie  principles 
of  universal  justice,  nor  the  maxims  of  the  art  of 
governing,  in  the  law.s  and  orders  which  they  have 
sent  you.  Do  not,  therfore,  give  yourselves  up  to 
the  intrigues  of  a party,  which  wants  to  persuade 
you  of  the  contrary,  because  it  intends  only  to 
distract  and  to  disunite  you.  Reflect,  yourselves — 
think  of  wliat  you  were  and  of  the  political  consi- 
deration to  wliich  the  constitution  raises  you;  exa- 
mine attentively  wnat  tliese  violators  of  the  most 
solemn  oaths  pretend  to  insinuate,  and  you  will  find 
that  some  want  the  excess  of  liberty,  jjrocluiming 
a democratic  independence,  and  that  oti.ers  want 
the  excess  of  servitude,  opening  the  road  to  an  ab- 
solute power  and  to  the  privileges  of  aristocracy^ 
but  the  cortes  oiler  you  the  constitutior.nl  monar- 
chy, as  a mean  term  between  these  two  dangerous 
extremes,  as  the  plank  of  your  political  salvation; 
3’ou  have  it  from  tlieir  iiands,  and  you  need  not  un- 
dertake the  arduous  and  hazardous  task  of  estab- 
lishing a government  entirel>'  new.  Your  repre- 
sentatives co-operate  with  activity  and  wisdom  in 
making  to  the  c.ou.stitution  such  additions,  as  may 
be  consistent  with  tiie  unity  of  the  power  and  the 
empire,  and  as  may  contribute  towards  the  general 
and  irnmediate  beneflt  of  the  nation.  You  shall 
not  want  the  mou.  absolute  independence  in  the 
exercise,  of  the  judiciary  power;  courts  of  justice, 
improperly  situated,  cannot  well  administer  justice. 
Nor  sliall  yuu  be  wanting  of  an  authority  delegated 
by  the  king,  whieii  may,  in  the  distribution  of  offi- 
ces and  favcr.s,  put  you  nearer  within  the  reach  of 
the  intervention  of  the  royal  power. 

Brazilians!  'Hie  act  of  adopting  or  of  rejecting  a 
system  of  goveru  nent,  is  a compromise;  we  weigh 
the  inrrem-f  n'en'-  >c;  v.m  give  and  we, receive;- we  re- 
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iiounce  some  rig-hts,  betler  to  enjoy  others,  and,  as 
we  sacrifice  our  natural  liberty,  in  order  to  enjoy 
with  more  security  the  advantaji^es  of  civil  society, 
so  we  naust  sacrifice  a part  of  the  civil  advantages 
to  the  superior  utility  of  union  of  a great  empire. 
Though  the  seas  be  agitated  and  months  may  pass, 
thpugh  an  ocean  of  fifteen  hundred  leagues  may  in 
terpose  space  and  time  between  the  law  and  its 
execution,  yet  the  sphere  of  human  ingenuity  is 
not  so  circumscribed,  but  that  the  wisdom  of  the 
institution  may  unite  wlxat  nature  separated,  and 
if  even  some  inconveniences  should  remain,  they 
will  be  amply  compensated  by  avoiding  thereby 
the  horrors  of  anarch}’^  and  the  vexations  of  an  ab- 
solute power.  All  this  was  well  calculated  by  you 
at  the  time  of  your  adhering  and  swearing  to  the 
basis  of  the  constitution. 

Then,  Brazilians,  do  not  violate  such  solemn  and 
just  efjgagements.  Exercise  your  political  power, 
by  sending  wise  representatives  to  the  cortes  of  the 
nation,  their  personal  inconvenience  will  not  be  of 
great  weight,  if  you  compare  it  with  the  importance 
of  the  union;  enjoy  the  gifts  ol  liberty;  the  protec- 
tion of  the  government  insures  you  all  the  advan- 
tages of  society. 

The  cortes  do  not  pretend  to  maintain  the  union 
of  Portugal  with  Brazil  by  means  of  arms;  force  is  a 
weak  instrument  for  retaining  in  a subordinate  and 
profitable  connection,  a people  who  are  active,  nu- 
merous, growing  and  jealous  of  their  liberty. 

Our  union,  Brazilians,  depends  only  on  the  affec- 
tions and  interests  produced  by  mutual  advantages; 
by  the  ties  of  friendship  and  blood,  by  equal  laws, 
and  by  equal  protection.  The  title  to  your  rights 
is  the  constitution;  shortly  it  will  be  transmitted  to 
you  with  the  necessary  additions.  After  this  expo- 
sitian,  no  body  will  ever  dare  to  persuade  you  into 
the  extravagant  and  deliriousbelief,  that  those,  who 
wish  to  constitute  you  a free  people,  want  to  re- 
duce you  to  colonists  and  slaves:  and  if  so  sincere 
and  frank  a declaration  be  not  capable  of  removing 
all  causes  of  discord,  and  of  re-establishing  the  prior, 
unsuspected  confidence,  the  cortes,  lamenting  your 
blindness  and  your  hallucination,  will,  at  least,  re 
main  satisfied  with  having  followed  the  dictates  of 
of  their  conscience,  by  declaring  their  principles 
and  manifesting  their  sentiments. 

Palace  of  the  cortes,  Aug.  17,  1822. 

A^ostino  Jose  Freire,  president. 

Francisco  Xavier  Soores  de  Andrade^ 

Deputy  secretary. 

Zoao  Baptiste  Felgiieiras, 

Deputy  and  secretary. 


CHKONtCLE, 

The  Peacock,  Lieut.  T.  H.  Bowyer  and  midship- 
man  C.  Lowndes,  have  died  on  board  of  this  vessel. 
The  former  after  a few  days  illness,  the  latter  of  an 
apoplexy. 

Domestic  industry.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah  (Pa.)  Agricultural  Society,  the  premi- 
um for  the  greatest  quantity  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures produced  in  one  family,  was  awarded  to  W. 
C.  Turrel.  His  household  having  made  upwards 
of  sixteen  hundred  yards  of  different  kinds  of  cloth, 
besides  stockings  and  yarn  sold. 

Prolific  Parturition.  Mrs.  Jennings  A.  Yeatman, 
aged  about  40  years,  was  delivered,  on  the  night 
of  the  16th  inst.  near  Westmoreland  courthouse, 
Virginia,  of  four  full  groivn  children~\hveo  of  which 
are  now  living;  the  fourth  was  a still  born  child,  and 


the  unfortunate  mother  expired  in  the  act  of  its 
parturition:  the  resources  of  her  constitution  be- 
ing insunicient  to  withstand  a shock  so  violent  and 
preternatu’’al. 

Boston.  The  city  of  Boston  has  recently  adopt- 
ed a city  seal,  the  device,  motto  and  inscription  ot 
which  are  as  follow: 

“The  device  of  t!ie  seal  is  a view  of  the  city,  as 
seen  from  the  harbor  and  South  Boston.  The  7notto 
^'Sicut  Pntrilms,  sit  T)evs  JVobiscum.**  The  inscrip- 
tion,  *‘BOSl'ONlA,  Condita,  A.  D.  1630.  Formal* 
Municip.  Civitatis  Accepit,  A.  D.  1822.” 

Maryland.  Political  complexion  of  the  ensuing 


legislature  of  Maryland. 

Itep. 

Fed. 

St.  Mary’s 

1 

3 

diaries 

0 

4 

Calvert 

4 

0 

Prince  George’s 

4 

0 

Montgomery 

2 

2 

Anne  Ai-undel 

4 

0 

City  of  Annapolis 

2 

0 

City  of  Baltimore 

2 

G 

Baltimore  county 

4 

0 

Harford 

4 

0 

Frederick 

2 

2 

Washington 

4 

0 

Allegany 

4 

0 

Cecil 

4 

0 

Kent 

4 

0 

Queen  Ann’s 

4 

0 

Caroline 

4 

0 

Talbot 

4 

0 

Dorchester 

4 

0 

Somerset 

2 

2 

Worcester 

4 

0 

Senate 

15 

— - 

82 

13 

Maioritv  on  joint  ballot 

69 

Last  year  there  were  23  federalists  in  the  house 

of  delegates.  At  no  time  since  parties  have  divid- 
ed this  state,  has  tliere  been  so  large  a majority  of 
republicans  in  the  legislature,  as  will  be  in  the  en- 
suing. 

Pennsijlvania  prisons.  On  the  1st  of  Jan.  1822, 
there  were  500  convicts  in  the  penitentiary — 454 
males  and  46  females.  During  the  year  1821,  255 
males  and  45  females  were  received-- of  tliese,  121 
were  from  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  the 
rest  from  the  dii.'erent  counties,  the  highest  send- 
ing 12;  of  the  whole,  113  were  colored  -more  than 
07i€  third  of  the  amount.  The  co  ;victions  were  232 
for  larceny,  15  for  burglary,  8 for  horse  stealing,  7 
for  murder  in  the  second  degree,  2 highway  robbe- 
ry,  3 perjury,  2 forgery,  4 counterfeiting,  1 each, 
bigamy,  arson,  sodomy  and  rape,  &c.  Of  those 
convicted,  145  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  70  of 
them  in  Philadelphia,  22  in  New-Jersey,  18  in  De- 
laware, 16  in  Maryland,  9 each  in  New  York  and 
Virginia,  &c.  and  61  in  foreign  countries,  of  whom 
29  in  Ireland  and  11  in  England. 

Loidsiana.  The  annual  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment  of  T.ouisiana  amount  to  §384, 550,  of 
which  the  following  items  constitute  a part: 

Three  supreme  court  judges  §15,000 

Eight  district  judges  17,000 

Criminal  judge  4,000 

Making,  with  other  items,  the  annual  cost  of  the 
judiciary  department,  §196,500,  which  the  St  Fr  oi- 
cisville  Asylum  states  to  be  double  what  is  paid 
the  judiciary  of  the  United  States. 
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Baltimore.  One  of  the  New-York  editors  seems 
astonished  at  the  “frank  confession”  made  in  the 
Jieqister  of  t!ie  26th  ult.  of  the  late  prevalence  of 
a disease  in  thiscily,  bearin.5  the  character  of  yel- 
low fever.  If  he  will  torn  to  a former  number  of 
this  work,  he  will  lind  that  we  had  declared  the 
same  thing  about  a month  before;  and  we  cannot 
see  why  the  board  of  health  should  not  have  stated 
the  fact,  appending  thereto  a representation  of  the 
truth,  that  all  the  city  proper,  and  indeed  a great 
part  of  “the  Point,”  was  as  healthy  as  ever  it  was 
know’n  to  be  at  that  season  of  the  year — that  the 
range  of  the  disease  was  of  a small  extent,  that  it 
was  strictly  local,  and  should  not  cause  alarm  even 
to  strangers — very  few  of  whom,  except  seamen, 
would  be  likely  to  have  business  to  transact  within 
the  well-known  infected  district— which  was  not  a 
■terra  incognita  with  us,  as  such  district  was  called 
in  New-York. 

(Vj^’The  neighborhood  of  Deer  Creek,  Harford 
county,  Maryland,  chiefly  settled  by  members  of  the 
society  of  Friends,  has  been  most  severely  afflicted, 
though  heretofore  healthy.  It  is  stated  that  their 
burial  ground  at  Darlington  “presents  an  awful 
memento  of  the  general  devastation” — that  “there 
is  no  room  left  inside  the  inclosure  for  interring, 
and  that  they  have  commenced  burying  outside  the 
pailing.”  Ihe  malady  that  prevailed  was  a high 
bilious  fever;  the  difierence  between  which  and 
the  yellow  or  malignant  is  not  attempted  to  be  de- 
fened,  if  any  difference  there  is.  In  some  cases, 
nearly  whole  families  have  been  sw’ept  off.  The 
great  drought  is  assigned  as  the  cause  of  this  sick- 
ness at  Deer  Creek. 


New  Orleans.  We  have  seen  what  is  given  as 
a statement  of  the  deaths  in  this  city  from  the  13th 
to  the  30th  of  Sept,  inclusive  of  both — the  aggre- 
gate is  393,  of  whom  257  were  reported  as  of  yellow 
'fever.  Average  deaths  per  day,  nearly  twenty -two: 
of  the  yellow  fever,  more  than  fourteen. 

On  the  first  seven  days  of  October  there  w'ere 
'209  deaths,  of  which  147  were  of  yellow  fever: 
average  of  de;iths  per  da:)',  nearly  30.  Oh  the  18th 
of  October  there  were  szjcty^one  deaths! 

The  mayor  of  the  city  has  formed  what  is  called 
“a  board  of  benevolence”  in  each  district— whose 
■duty  it  is  to  provide  for  the  removal  of  those  sub- 
ject to  the  disease,  and  to  administer  to  the  wants 
of  persons  infected  with  it. 


Longevity.  According  to  the  census  of  Great 
Britain,  the  population,  in  1822,  is  as  follows; 

9,830,461 


In  England, 
Wales, 


Scotland, 


Males 

4,808,898  ^ 

Females 

5,021,563  \ 

Males 

342,1541 

Females 

538,056  5 

IMales 

923,546  > 

Females 

1,033,166  5 

Total 

880,210 

1,956,706 


12,667.377 

In  this  population,  there  were  100  m.ales  and  191 
females  about  the  age  of  100. 

The  population  of  Great  Britain  in  the  year  1720, 
according  to  Colquhoun,  was  6,955,000— as  there 
are  now  living  therein  291  persons  upwards  of  100 
years  old,  we  then  find  it  out-,  hv  vnir;  of 
Tot,.  XXI Mf 10. 


that  an  original  stock  of  t-menly-four  thousand  indiv 
viduals,  is  necessary  in  Great  Britain  to  furnish  one 
centunarian. 

1 do  not  know  of  any  statement  shewing  the  prCr- 
bable  amount  of  the  population  of  those  then  unin- 
habited regions  which  now  compose  the  United 
States  100  years  ago,  more  entitled  to  respect  than 
that  produced  by  my  own  calculations,  and  publish- 
ed in  this  work,  vol.  Xlll,  page  179 — on  which  occa- 
sion, every  thing  like  authority  within  my  reaoJx 
was  resorted  to.  I supposed  that  the  whole  popi>- 
lation,  exclusive  of  Indians,  may  have  amounted  to 
490,000,  in  the  year  1725 — if  so,  and  in  the  year 
1825,  we  shall  have  txoenty  individuals,  only,  of  the 
age  of  100  and  upwards,  it  would  appear  that  our 
climate  and  country  are  as  favorable  to  long  life  as 
Great  Britain.  But  some  allowance  must  be  made 
for  the  immigration  of  persons,  of  mature  age  ot 
advanced  in  years,  since  1725;  and  it  is  reasonable 
to  believe  that  about  thirty  centunariuns,  in  all 
the  United  States  in  1825,  will  fully  establish  the 
fact,  that  such  aged  persons  are  as  common  in  our 
country  as  in  the  other.  The  allowance  for  im- 
migration is  regarded  as  liberal — for,  according  to 
the  best  estimate  that  I can  make,  [see  volume  and 
page  referred  to  above],  the  amount  of  all  such, 
of  all  sorts  and  all  ages,  has  not  exceeded  327,800 
persons  /roju  the  year  1725  up  to  1819— the  addi- 
tion, then,  of  a third  as  acting  on  the  xuhole  stock  o? 
1725  for  the  production  of  centnnariuns,  is  large 
enough.  But  those  who  are  curious  in  such  things 
will  estimate  for  themselves — and  such  estimates 
must  considerably  depend  on  opinion  at  last. 

In  vol.  IX,  page  97,  there  is  a very  valuable  essay 
“on  the  probability  of  human  life  in  the  middle 
states,  particularly  at  Wilmington,  in  the  state  of 
Delaware,  and  its  vicinity.”  This  was  furnished  by 
one  of  the  most  acute  and  correct  men  of  the  age; 
a plain  man  that  never  knew  his  own  worth,  or  put 
forth  the  strength  of  his  own  mind.  I recommend  it 
to  the  consideration  of  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  its 
subject.  The  following  is  the  substance  of  a small 
part  of  that  essay— in  the  year  1794,  the  borough 
of  Wilmington,  with  about  3,000  inhabitants  in  all, 
contained  152  persons  aged  more  than  60  years; 
some  of  these  moved  away,  and  it  >vas  uncertain 
whether  they  were  living  or  dead:  but  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  112  of  the  152  had  died  previous  to  the 
year  1814,  of  whom  46  attained  the  80th  year, 

. the  85th,  12ih  the  90th,  3 the  92nd,  1 the  94th,  1 
the  95th,  2 the  96th,  1 the  102nd,  1 the  103rd.— 
Now,  though  we  cannot  count  the  stock  which  gave 
these  results,  we  see  tliat  a gross  population  say  oC 
4,000  soul?,  at  or  aboid  the  year  1814,  furnisi.edl 
two  centunarians— or  one  to  two  thousand  living, 
persons.  At  this  rate,  Great  Britain  ought  noiu  tn 
have  6,338,  of  100  and  upwards,  instead  of  291. 

Jigain — the  rev.  Dr.  Perkins  lately  delivered  his 
haJJ-century  sermon,  at  Hartford,  Con.  He  was  » 
minute  observer  and  careful  recorder  of  such  things 
as  are  now  before  us — he  stated  that,  “during  tbo 
flfty  years  of  his  ministry,  sixty  persons  had  died 
in  his  parish  who  were  over  70  years  of  age,  thirty 
over  80  years,  eight  over  90  years,  and  two  over 
100  years  each  He  had  preach.-d  3.550  serrmma 
of  his  own  writing.”  We  cannot  tell  the  average 
1 amnnnt  of  the  in  his  “psrrrsb,”  by  wliilto 
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w;e  understand  those  under  his  own  pastoral  charge: 
Idr  a “pai  isii,”  in  tlie  United  States,  simply  means  a 
congregation  of  Christians,  of  any  sort  whatever, 
\vorshij)pmg  at.  one  place— so  any  town,  if  it  has 
five  or  ten  ministers  and  as  many  places  of  wor- 
ship, may  have  as  many  parishes.  It  would  seem 
then,  a large  allowance  to  suppose  that  the  congre 
gation  of  the  venerable  doctor  averaged  1500  per- 
sons for  the  50  years,  which  would  give  one  centu- 
narianfor,  at  the  most,  1500  existing  persons.*} 

^ Hut  Hartford  as  well  as  Wilmington,  are  remarka- 
b'iy  healthy  fylaces,  and  the  people  are  of  very  tern 
perate  and  sober  habits— so  that  they  cannot  furnish 
us  with  general  data;  nor  do  the  cities  and  large 
towns — tor  they  are,  in  all  countries,  regarded  as 
unfriendly  to  long  life.  The  bills  of  mortality  of 
these,  however,  shew  a much  larger  proportion  of 
centunariaiis  than  Great  Britain  exhibits— in  which 
latter  the  amount  of  these  is  as  one  to  about  forty 

f)  ttionsand /rr/mndrrdof  the  existing  population. 

In  Baltimore,  witli  60,000  inhabitants,  during  the 
year  IB^^I,  five  died  over  the  age  of  100 — or,  as  1 
to  12,000.  In  Boston,  in  1820,  population  43,893, 
four  died  that  were  aged  more  than  lOO  years — or, 
as  1 to  11,000.  In  New- York,  the  same  year,  popu- 
lation 124,000, t only  two  of  100  years  and  upwards 
1 to  62,000;  but  there  were  46  persons  who  died 
between  the  ages  of  90  and  100.  In  Philadelphia, 
population  llO,000f,  in  the  same  year,  theiewere 
five  above  100  years  old,  or  1 to  22,000 — and  18  be- 
tween 90  and  100.  The  average  of  the  four  cities 
of  Boston,  New-York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore, 
together  containing  about  338,000,  and  having  16 
centunarians,  is  as  one  to  t-wenty  one  thousand  exist- 
ing inhabitants — twice  the  proportion  that  exists  in 
Great  Britain.  We  have  no  particular  returns  of 
the  southern  cities,  bat  know  that  at  Charleston, 
Savannah,  &c.  the  decease  of  persons  of  more  than 
100  years  is  frequently  noticed  in  the  papers.  My 
apprehension  is,  that  they  have  a full  proportion  of 
such  persons  compared  with  their  sister  cities  of 
the  United  Stales. 

PiiESiDrxTiAi.  ELECTION.  Wc  hav6  notyct  form- 
ed an  opinion,  the  least  satisfactory  to  our  own 
minds,  as  to  the  person  who  will  succeed  Mr.  Mon 
roe  in  the  presidency,  though  so  much  is  said  in 
the  newspapers  on  the  subject.  Several  prominent 
gentlemen  are  before  the  public,  and  it  is  quite 
Tikely  others  will  be  introduced.  The  people  do 
not  yet  understand  why  this  or  that  man  should  be 
preferred;  foi  the  measures  that  either  will  pursue, 
if  elected,  are  not  designated  as  dilfering  from  those 
of  his  competitors.  The  old  political  landmarks 
have  been  broken  down,  and  no  new  rallying  point 
is  set  up,  so  that  it  v/ili  be  difficult,  if  not  impossi- 
ble, to  concentrate  public  opinion  through  the 
agency  of  a congressional  nomination,  or  caucus,  as 
has  been  the  practice  heretofore.  The  present  pros- 
pect is,  that  neither  of  the  candidates  will  receive 

*In  1810,  there  were  three  churches  in  Hartford^ 
the  city  and  township  then  contained,  in  all,  5,347 
inhabitants.  It  has  increased  considerably  since, 
and  now  has  a population  of  nearly  7,000— so  that 
the  number  suggested  is  rather  large,  as  the  ave- 
rage  of  Dr.  Perkins*  “parish**  for  fj'ty  years. 

|The  whole  island  of  New-York  ia  included  in 
this  number,  as  all  the  persons  that  die  on  it  come 
within  the  range  of  the  bills  of  mortality — in  regard 
to  Philadelphia,  this  is  about  the  amount  of  persons 
of  the  city  and  county  who  are  supposed  to  be  with- 
in  the  range  of  such  bills,  and  is  pretty  near  the  real 
'munber. 


a majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes;  and  then 
the  choice  will  devolve  on  the  house  of  rejiresen- 
tatives,  voting  by  states— each  state  one  vote:  and, 
though  there  are  260  electoral  votes,  it  is  shewn 
by  the  article  published  in  our  last  from  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer,  that  thirty  one  persons  may  make  a 
president  of  the  United  Slates!  This  is,  truly,  an 
alarming  atfair:  it  is  a condition  that  never  was  con- 
temj'lated  by  the  spirit  of  the  constiiuiion,  though 
plainly  expressed  in  its  letter— it  cannot  be  be- 
lieved as  ever  having  been  intended,  that  07ie  man 
in  Delaware  should  have  the  weight  of  thirty  four 
men  in  New  York,  as  good  as  he.  It  is  Miiolly  at 
war  with  the  popular  s}stem;  and  the  weight  of  the 
states  in  the  senate,  as  the  most  stable  branch  cf  the 
legislative  body,  is  sufficient  to  all  the  purposes  of 
the  confederation,  and  afi’ords  all  neeeful  or  rigntfiil 
power  to  the  small  states.  'I’he  argument  on  this 
subject  would  occupy  more  time  and  roomtlian  we 
are  disposed  just  now  to  give  it— but  we  apprehend 
it  must  be  ad-nitted,  that  a president  of  the  United 
States  was  designed  to  be  a man  of  the  people,  and 
that  the  senate  was  intended  to  represent  and  main- 
tain the  sovereignty  of  the  states.  In  the  present  pros- 
pect of  things,  thirty  one  persons  may  accidentally 
represent  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  do  away  the 
votes  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  others  immediately 
selected  to  elect  a president.  Again,  vvitluut  mean- 
ing to  insinuate  any  thing  to  the  disparagement  of 
either  cf  the  gentlemen,  (all  of  whom  1 happen  to 
know  and  personally  esteem),  the  case  will  be,  that, 
at  least,  four  of  the  supposed  candidates  for  the 
presidency  will  be  at  the  seat  of  government,  in- 
vested  with  power  and  influence  to  distribute  fa- 
vors or  bestow  offices;  now,  is  it  not  human  nature, 
or,  as  we  may  say,  the  unavoidable  course  of  things, 
that  those  thirty-one  persons  will  be  coaxed,  court- 
ed and  obtained,  if  it  be  possible— not  by  bribery;  I 
cannot  suppose  that;  but  the  parties  are  men,  not 
angels— one  party  must  feel  its  probable  power  and 
the  other  its  probable  dependence  on  it.  I will 
not  pursue  the  subject— but  its  nature  is  of  the 
most  unpleasant  character,  and  may  lead  into  evils 
which  no  one  has  yet  apprehended  as  possible.  We 
sincerely  deprecate  a congressional  caucus,  but  a 
vote  by  states  is  more  to  be  dreaded;  and  we  hope 
that  some  good  men,  able  to  meet  the  apparent 
emergency,  will  devise  a plan  to  keep  the  door 
shut  against  intrigue  and  corruption,  which,  if  once 
fairly  opened,  may  not  again  be  closed  but  after 
the  most  painful  events.  Vigilance  is  Uie  condition 
on  which  liberty  is  granted — caution  is  the  parent 
of  security. 

“Uneashioxable.**  Extract  of  a letter  to  theediCor 
from  a gentleman  who  is  a member  of  the  present  con^ 
gress,  and  also  a member  elect  of  the  18/A.  “'I'lie  se- 
cond and  last  session  of  the  17lh  congress  is  at 
hand — and,  although  it  will,  fortunately,  be  a short 
one,  I fear  that  it  will,  nevertheless,  be  to©  long; 
for  so  many  have  embarked  in  the  business  of  pbk- 
siDENT'MAKiNG,  that  I tiavc  DO  liopc  of  any  thing  be- 
ing done  which  will  be  worth  the  trouble  of  meet- 
ing, until  a new  president  shall  have  been  made. 
With  my  present  “notions’*  on  the  subject  if  1 were 
called  on  to  recommend,  what  I believed  was  best 
for  the  country,  I would  say,  that  the  ensuing  ses- 
sion should  last  only  six  weeks,  and  that  that  time 
should  be  employed  in  the  simple  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  would  enable  the  governinent  to  keep 
its  wheels  moving  u..til  the  Monday  preceding  the 
day  on  which  the  votes  for  ti  e next  president  must 
be  counted — and  assigi  that  day  for  the  cojnGjnenCQ- 
ment  of  the  18th  congress^ 
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‘‘Vou  must  huve  seen,  wilh  rejjret,  that  our  best  joy,  unlil  every  one  knows  anvl  can  readily  co'iid  up 


men  are  volmilanly  retiring  tiom  congress.  It  is 
what  I feared  would  happen,  and  which  1 am  sure 


the  amount  that  lie  individually  pays  to  govern- 
ment. It  is  indirect  taxation  and  the  borrotviu^  sys- 


will  continue  to  liappen,  unless  that  body  shall  re-  nrwjtbat  has  reduced  the  farmers  of  Kngland  to  the 
HP ect  i^se/y  sufiicie fitly  to  promise  soineiidng  more  condition  just  described,  by  which  the  blessing  hi’ 
oftiic  high  cJiaracter  that  naiurally  belongs  to  it.”  Qov  is  made  unto  titcm  as  a curse. 


Ijamv  or  THE  U.  S.  We  ought  not  to  have  given 
a place  to  Mr,  Cheves’  address  to  the  public,  dated 
Oil  the  17th  ult.  and  inserted  in  page  121.  it  was 
sulHcient  that  we  had  published  his  exjiosition  ot 
the  alittirsof  the  bank,  and  the  declaration  of  one 


The  customs.  The  following  pointed  paragrapli 
is  copied  from  the  Jluryland  liepnblican,  publisheil 
at  the  seat  of  government  of  this  state,  and  now 
editeil  by  .Mr.  Jeremiah  Hughes;  who  will  renovate 
it,  and  give  it  a standing  second  to  no  other  similar 
of  tlie  persons  luiplicated  that  some  of  the  matters  j establisliment  in  the  state, 
bet  forth  were  “without  just  foundation.”  The  ad-  ! “Whilst  the  customs  on  the  importations  of  the 
dress  partakes  rr.ore  oi  a private  defence  than  a pub-  { current  year  replenish  the  treasury  and  relieve  the 
he  paper,  thoiigli  wc  regarded  it  as  of  the  latter  j committee  of  ways  and  means,  a balance  against  us 
dial  acler:  but,  liaving  committed  ourselves,  we  feel  j of  20  millions  of  dollars  between  the  imports  and 


an  obligation  fo  go  further  an^l  insert  Mr.  Williams’ 
rejoinder,  and  liere  wc  shah  stop,  williout  taking 
.any  part  or  lot  in  tue  matter;  beiieving  it  always 
obligatory  on  us  to  suffer  a person  accused  to  be 
heard  in  his  own  vindication  before  judgment  is 
passed  upon  him,  let  his  rank  or  condition  in  socie- 
ty be  what  it  may. 

The  JiiSEitr  of  plestv  England  is,  perhaps,  the 
only  country  in  the  world  wlieicin  the  bounties  of 
Providence,  producing  an  abundant  harvest,  are 
really  regarded  as  cuists  by  that  class  of  persons 
on  whom  those  bounties  f/miiemo/e/y  operate.  Eve- 
17  English  farmer  wishes  a large  crop,  and  does  all 
that  he  can  to  secure  it;  but  such  is  his  tlesperate 
condition,  that  his  own  ^elf-preservation  calls  u[j  a 
fiope  that  his  neighbor’s  may  be  blasted!  What  a 
.stale  of  things  is  this  for  a,  Christian  land?”  But 
it  only  shews  the  eliecls  of  a bad  government — of 
liiat  kingcraft  and  priestcraft  that  have  so  many 
admirers  in  our  own  country — vvhich  fill  the  realm 
wilh  palaces  and  poor  houses,  lords  and  beggars. 

'J’he  plain  matter  of  the  fact  is,  that  the  land  is  so 
heavily  burihened  with  ordinary  ta.xes,  poor  rates 
and  tytlifcs,  that,  unless  corn  is  at  double  tue  monied 
price  that  it  ought  to  maintain,  these  taxes  and, 
t alcs  cannot  be  paid.  The  taxes  aiid  rates  call  lor  a 
.Aletenniiiate  amiomit  of  money,  and  two  or  three 
bushels  of  wlieat,  in  a productive  season,  will  only 
jtav  so  much  of  that  amount  as  one  bushel  would 
lio  if  the  pour  were  reduc.ed  to  a state  of  sevii-star- 
vation.  A leturn  of  the  days  of  “roast  beef  and 
])lum  pudding,”  which  live  now  only  “in  song,” 
would  reduce  the  British  financiers  to  despair. 

We  have  before  us  an  article  from  Beil’s  (Lon- 
don) Weekly  Messenger,  of  the  l6th  September. 
1:  slates  tliat  tlie  quantity  of  the  late  crop  is  exceed- 
ingly large,  and  the  quality  uncommonly  good.  It 
IS  ihoughl  that  mere  is  now  enough  of  bread  stuffs 
on  lu-.iia  tor  txso  years’  supply,  and  that  the  wheat 
weighs  at  least  6u  or  61  lbs.  per  bushel.  But  wheat 
is  suld  by  the  quarter  in  England,  which  is  made  of  a 
quantity  understood  to  be  as  of  eight  bushels,  each 
weighing  70  lbs.  The  new  crop  has  been  sold  at 
34«.  the  quarter,  or  4s.  3d.  for  70  lbs.  and  it  was  up- 
pieiiendcd  that  the  price  would  fall:  some,  how- 
ever, had  brought  40s.  In  consequence  of  these 
tliings,  “the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  by  the 
Tninistv.rs,”  and  the  “general  alarm  amongst  the 
farmers,”  are  spoken  of  as  serious  ma.ters — shelving 
that  a season  of  ahumiance  is  a season  of  jhstuess. 
What  a lamentable  state  of  things  is  this — what  a 
lesson  does  it  teach  the  people  of  this  free  repub- 
lic to  compel  their  rulers  to  practice  economy,  and 
to  a,  iheoi  to  a severe  account  for  all  that  they  do! 


Bui 


exports,  will  have  to  be  settled  by  the  people.” 
O^j^Mr.  Hughes  is  entirely  right.  There  is  a b-i- 
lance  against  us  of  about  twenty  millions  to  be  set- 
tled by  the  people.  But  how  ? Enquire  at  the 
banks— look  at  the  prices  current  of  American  pro- 
duce abroad.  Gold  has  disappeared— it  is  more  of 
a rarity  now  to  see  a half  eagle  than  a hundred 
dollar  note,  scarce  as  the  latter  are  at  this  time; 
and,  when  exchange  on  England  shall  be  about  16 
percent,  above  par, as  there  is  ever>  prospect  that 
it  will  be,  our  silver  will  follow  our  gold  and  the 
vaults  of  the  banks  will  be  emptied.  Many  of  these 
institutions  can  pay  all  the  notes  that  they  have 
out;  but, Ho  save.tbemselves  from  bankruptcy,  they 
will  have  to  bankrupt  their  best  customers.  There 
is  a fearful  looking  for  this  state  of  things.  Such  is 
the  result  of  the  “glorious  uncertainty”  of  trade, 
equally  perilous  as  that  of  the  law,  With  all  its? 
quirks,  quibbles  and  delusions. 

Tobacco.  The  “American  Farmer”  tells  us  ths\ 
some  tobacco  made  by  judge  Dorsey,  of  Maryland, 
last  year,  sold  in  Europe  for  g52  per  hundred,  and 
some  which  grew  in  Montgomery  county,  and  sold 
here  for  §37,  brought  in  Holland  the  enormofts 
sum  of  upwards  of  §60  per  hundred. 

Cotton.  The  “Democratic  Press”  says — “It  is 
believed  that,  at  this  time,  the  middle  and  eastern 
states  consume  nearly  one  fourth  of  all  the  cotton 
grown  in  the  United  States.  It  is  certain  that,  in 
thos'e  states,  the  consumption  annually  increases.” 
'fhe  experiments  that  have  been  made  lo  culd- 
vate  cotton  in  some  of  the  middle  states  are  also 
alluded  to,  and  the  possibility  suggested,  that  the 
cultivation  may  be  pushed  to  an  extent  equal  or  su- 
perior to  the  local  demand.  In  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
the  plant  prospers  well,  and  has  been  grown  to  a 
considerable  extent.  If  it  will  succeed  in  some  of 
the  thickly  populated  states,  in  Connecticut  for  in- 
stance, tliere  is  no  manner  of  doubt  that  it  can  be 
cultivated  cheaper  there  than  in  any  of  the  south- 
ern states — for  free  labor  is  much  cheaper  than  the 
labor  of  slaves;  and  the  capital  needful  to  raise  the 
cfop  will  be  small  in  the  one  case  compared  with 

the  other.  

Colombia.  Col.  Charles  S.  Todd,  our  diploma- 
tic  agrnt,  has  arrived  at  Laguira.  He  was  received 
with  enthusiasm,  and,  after  a short  stay,  proceeded 
to  Caraccas.  A letter  says  th.Ht  if  the  people  do 
not  cease  giving  himdinners,  balls  and  other  parties, 
“they  will  actually  kill  him  with  kindness.”  The 
colonel  was  soon  to  proceed  lo  the  city  of  Bogota-^ 
a long  journey. 

The  loss  of  Mr.  Torres  is  greatly  deplored  in 

sDok* 


sri::!i  never  umve  at  that  degree  of  care-  {Colombia — several  distinguished  persons 


tiilncss  r/'cessnry  to  preserve  the  blessings  v.'e  en-  Jen  of  as  hTssueceswr. 
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Pouto  Kico.  An  expedition  of  a very  mysteri- 
bus  character  has  been  formed  in  the  West  Indies, 
the  head  quarters  of  which  t^nsre  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mews, and  the  commander  gen.  Decoudray,  whose 
singular  arrival  at  Curracoa  we  noticed  some  time 
since.  It  is  strongly  hinted,  that  the  design  of  this 
expedition  was  for  the  purpose  of  revolutionizing 
die  line  island  of  Porto  Uico,  and  it  is  intimated 
that  the  force  collected  for  the  intent  amounted  to 
i-ibeniy  two  hundrerl  vien,  nine  hundi’ed  of  whom  went 
from  I'oWc,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore.  It  is 
stated,  too,  as  being  probable,  that  a landing  may 
have  been  made  at  Porto  Rico,  &c.  Subsequent 
accounts,  however^  speak  of  the  authorities  of  that 
place  as  being  fully  apprized  of  the  design,  and  as 
amply  prepared  to  defeat  it. 

We  are  wholly  in  the  dark  concerning  this  busi- 
ness,  thougii  some  alfect  to  know  a little  about 
it.  Perhaps,  it  is  only  an  ill-digested  predatory  ex- 
cursion of  a few  desperate  individuals,  “above  the 
dull  pursuits  of  civil  life,”  and  will  end  like  several 
other  things  of  the  sort  have  ended*  How  so  many 
as  “nine  hundred  men”  were  collected  at  “New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,”  for  military 
purposes,  without  the  knowledge  or  suspicion  of 
any  but  tiiemselves,  we  cannot  apprehend;  nor  do 
we  believe  that  the  fact  is  as  reported. 

The  U.  S.  ship  Peacock  has  arrived  at  Norfolk, 
from  a cruise  off  the  coast  of  Cuba,  &c.  She  has 
lost  lieutenants  Stallings,  Bowyerand  Searcey,  with 
midshipmen  Lowndes,  Archer  and  Wetherell,  and 
seven  men,  with  the  yellow  fever,  and  several  se- 
veie  cases  remained  undetermined  at^  the  latest 
accounts.  Thus  our  gallant  brothers  perish  to 
check  the  depredations  of  the  pirates  of  Cuba, 

The  previous  accounts  of  the  captures  made  by 
the  Peacock  were  substantially  true — but  the  crews 
of  the  pirates,  18  excepted,  escaped  in  the  woods: 
the  prisoners  were  sent  to  New-Orleans.  It  appears 
that  the  British  government  schooner  Speedwell 
v/as  in  company 'Nxih  the  Peacock  when  she  ground- 
ed, and  was  relieved  by  the  boats  of  the  latter;  and, 
of  course,  not  in  danger  of  capture  by  the  pirates 
as  heretofore  stated. 

Just  before  the  Peacock  sailed  from  Havana,  a 
privateer,  under  the  Colombian  flag,  had  been 
brought  into  that  port  as  a prize.  Fifty  six  of  her 
crew  of  sixty  odd  men,  were  stated  to  be  Americans, 
There  were  great  rejoicings  at  the  event,  and  the 
case  was  exultingly  used  to  palliate  or  justily  t!ie 
piracies  committed  off  Cape  Antonio,  &c.  for  this 
privateer  had  much  annoyed  the  commerce  of 
Spain.  We  truly  regret  that  the  shew  of  an  ex- 
cuse has  been  afl'orded  for  proceedings  so  enor- 
mously wrong. 

A Norfolk  paper  of  the  6th  says,  that  Dr.  Samuel 
R.  'frevett,  surgeon  of  the  Peacock,  died  on  the 
4th  lnst.»— and  that  there  were  upwards  of  forty  of 
the  crew  on  the  sick  list,  of  which  only  four  or  five 
were  of  the  yellow  fever. 

Rhode  Islaud.  There  is  a sharp  contest  between 
the  legislature  and  the  banks  of  this  state,  on  the 
subject  of  a tax  imposed  on  them.  The  latter  say 
that  their  charter's  are  contracts,  and  that  therein  no 
provision  is  made  to  tax  them — that  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  forbids  the  passage  of  any 
law  “impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,”  &c. 
It  is  probable  that  the  subject  will  be  referred  to 
the  judiciary  of  the  United  States. 

Kextuckt.  The  printers,  generally,  of  this  state, 
IiK\e  refused  any  longer  to  receive  the  bills  of  the 


bank  of  the  commonwealth,  except  at  their  real 
value.  The  amount  of  their  prices  were  fixed  on 
other  sorts  of  money;  and  the  present  rate  of  the 
value  of  the  local  currency  reduces  those  prices 
fully  one  half.  A person  lately  paid  ^5  to  a printer 
in  Kentucky,  tendering  a 10  dollar  biK  of  one  of  the 
banks  of  Virginia,  and  was  surprised  at  obtaining 
a discharge  of  his  debt  and  three  five  dollar  note?^ 
in  the  way  of  change  for  his  own! 

“Relief  laws.”  St.  Louis,  Oct.  9.  It  may  gratify 
our  Kentucky  friends  to  learn  the  result  of  the  un- 
constitutional attempts  at  “relief”  in  Missouri. 

The  replevin  law,  as  it  is  called,  wdfich  gave  a 
stay,  unless  loan  ollice  certificates  were  taken  at 
par,  was  repeatedly  decided  nr, constitutional  by  the 
inferior  courts,  and  was,  at  length,  declared  so  by 
the  supreme  court  of  the  state.  Public  opinion 
took  sides  with  the  judiciary,  and  has  elected  to  our 
next  legislature  a very  large  majority  in  favor  cd‘ 
the  integrity  of  constitutions  and  the  honest  pay- 
ment  of  debts.  There  will,  therefore,  be  no  judge- 
breaking on  this  account. 

The  statute  creating  loan  offices  for  the  purposes 
of  insuing  a paper  medium  on  the  credit  of  the 
state,  has  been  in  several  instances  declared  uncon- 
stitutional by  the  courts,  but  there  has  been  as  yet 
no  adjudication  of  the  subject  in  our  tribunal  of  the 
last  resort.  The  members  elect  of  our  next  legis- 
; lature  are,  however,  opposed  to  the  experimei^t  oT 
paper  ?noney,  dissatisfied  with  the  depreciation  ot 
that  which  has  been  issued,  and  will  certainly  issue 
no  more. — Missouri  Repub. 

“Better  titaes  ” The  Piqua  Gazette  mentions 
the  late  sale  of  public  lands  in  that  district,  as  an 
evidence  of  better  times— saying  that  “the  laud  at 
Fort  Defiance  was  sold  at  g30  per  acre,  and  a num- 
ber of  tracts,  convenient  thereto,  were  purchased 
at  the  rate  of  from  2.00  to  §12.50  per  acre.” 

The  northern  parts  of  Ohio  are  rapidly  populat- 
ing— a late  Buffalo  paper  says  that  the  emigration 
west  is  greater  than  it  has  been  for  four  years  --  tlu't 
tlie  streets  of  the  village  are  daily  thronged  with 
wagons  of  the  east,  bearing,  not  unfrequently,  three 
generations. 

The  battle  of  the  Thames,  w^as  celebrated  o« 
its  anniversary,  the  6th  ult.  near  the  residence  of 
col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  in  Kentucky,  by  some  of  tlie 
mounted  volunteers  who  were  engaged  in  that  af- 
fair. Among  many  other  good  toasts  the  following 
were  drank — 

The  5th  of  October,  1813 — the  battle  of  the  Thames 
— The  day  when  Kentucky  volunteers  vanquisiied 
British  regulars,  supported  by  1500  Indian  war- 
riors, commanded  by  Tecumseh. 

Isaac  -When  his  country  needs  his  ser- 

vices  he  prefers  danger  to  security,  and  the  hard- 
ships of  the  camp  to  the  bed  of  ease. 

Col.  R,  M.  .Johnson  atid  his  mounted  regiment — He 
sought  the  post  of  danger,  and  he  carries  about  him 
evidence  that  he  performed  his  duly  with  honor  to 
himself  and  to  the  satisfiiclioii  of  those  whom  he 
commanded. 

Col.  Waitly,  and  those  who  fell  in  defence  of  their 
country’s  rights  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames. 

Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  Jackson  and  Clay, 
were  remembered  in  the  “flowing  cup,”  and  a so- 
lemn tribute  was  paid  to  the  memory  of  the  father 
of  his  country,  &c. 

HuxTsvtLLE  LATfD  OFFICE.  From  the  Republican  of' 
Sept.  6,  By  the  obliging  attention  of  the  register 
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of  the  Kind  office  in  this  villap[-e,  we  are  enabled  to 
present  the  public  with  the  annexed  abstract  of 
tne  operations  of  this  office  under  the  relief  law 
of  >2  arch,  1821. 

1 his  abstract  includes  only  the  transactions  of 
the  r;'-  i'.hs  of  August  and  September,  1821.  We 
Iear.5  fr.)-n  the  register  that  tlie  new  certificates  are 
made  oui  and  will  be  ready  for  delivery  in  the. 
eoursf.  oi  this  week. 

Total  q lantitv  of  land  contained  in  the 
surremlcred  certificates  1,237,807 

'J'of.il  amount  of  purchase  monejq  in- 
cluding interest  g7, 899, 196 

Toca!  quantity  of  acres  relinquished  415,196 
Amount  of  purchase  monc}’  of  lands 
relinquished  go, 147, 896 

Total  quantity  acres  retained  822,611 

Amount  of  purchase  money  of  lands 
retained  g4,750,988 

Total  quantity  acres  patented  144,987 

Amount  of  purchase  money  of  land  pa- 
tented g930,837 

tal  quantity  of  acres  held  on  further 
credit  677,883 

Amount  due  on  lands  held  on  further 
credit  ^ g2,743,lll 

Amount  Yazoo  stock  extinguished  1,163,347 

“Mitcrell’s  Cnorp  ’*  Captain  Rarrett,  of  the 
thip  Independence,  of  Nantucket,  on  his  voyage 
from  .fapan  to  New  Zealand,  on  the  6th  of  Nov. 
1821,  being  in  lat.  9 18  S.  and  long  179  45  E.  by 
lunar,  fell  in  with  a group,  of  inhabited  islands, 
whicli,  not  being  laid  down  in  any  chart,  he  named 
INIitchell’s  Group,  in  compliment  to  Mr.  Mitchell, 
the  owner  of  the  ship.  The  people  appeared  mild 
and  acted  kindly  in  making  presents  of  cocoa  nuts, 
&c. 

' Tnr.  Greeks.  The  London  Morning  Chronicle, 
in  a spirited  article  on  the  affairs  of  Greece,  has 
the  following  paragraph — *‘It  lias  been  the  fate  of 
almost  every  nation  to  be  conquered,  and  it  is 
therefore  no  disgrace  to  the  Greeks  that  they  fell 
under  the  power  of  the  Turks,  at  a time  when  no- 
thing in  Europe  could  withstand  them.  But  while 
other  nations  have,  in  the  course  of  time,  melted 
into  one  mass  with  their  conquerors,  it  has  been  the 
signal  misfortune  of  thb  Greeks,  that  a firm  ad- 
herence to  their  religion  forbade  their  union  with 
their  masters,  and  kept  them  a distinct  and  degrad- 
ed casi.  While  we  speak  of  their  protracted  sla- 
very we  should  not  forget  its  cause,  //ad  they  yield- 
ed  up  their  faith  as  easily  as  the  clery^y  of  England 
did  in  the  meign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  they  would 
have  escaped  that  oppression  at  the  hands  of  the 
'1‘urks,  and  that  abuse  at  the  hands  of  some  of  their 
brother  Christians,  which  their  constancy  lias  en- 
tailed upon  them.” 

British  Ihdia.  Thp  following  is  copied  from 
Grimsby’s  Daily  Advertiser,  of  the  3d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1818,  published  at  Calcutta;  and  furnishes  a 
most  excellent  comment  on  some  of  the  efforts  made 
in  Great  Britain  to  suppress  the  foreign  slave  trade 
in  African  negroes — 

'^Females  ruffled  for.  Be  it  known,  that  six  fair 
and  pretty  young  ladies,  with  two  sweet  and  en- 
gaging  children,  lately  imported  from  Europe,  hav- 
ing  the  roses  of  health  blooming  on  their  cheeks 
and  joy  sparkling  in  their  eyes,  possessing  amiable 
tempers  and  highly;.accomplished,  whom  the  most 
indifl'erent  cannot  behold  without  expressions  of 
rapture,  are  to  he  raffled  for  next  door  to  the  Bri- 


tish Gallery,  Scheme,  Uvelve  tickets,  tw'elve  ru- 
pees each;  the  highest  of  the  three  throws,  doubt- 
less, takes  the  most  fascinating.” 

General  Jackson.  The  Pliiladelphia  Aurora,  of 
Saturday  last,  says— “We  have  heard  and  are  induc- 
ed to  believe,  that  the  hero  of  New-Orleans  has 
resolved  to  witlidraw  from  all  public  employments, 
l.ike  Cincinnatus,  he  was  called  by  his^country  to 
be  its  shield  and  buckler  in  the  hour  of  peril;  like 
him,  he  accomplished  all  that  man  could  effect; 
and  now,  seeking  the  repose  of  private  life,  he  fully 
imitates  the  glorious  example  of  that  distinguished 
Homan.  If  such  is  his  determination,  it  is  almost 
certain  that  we  are  not,  hereafter,  to  have  for  a 
high  station  a soldier  of  the  revolution:  had  gen. 
Jackson  become  a candidate  for  the  presidency,  he 
would  have  been  the  last  of  the  heroes  and  states- 
men of  “the  times  that  tried  men's  souls,”  whotti 
the  people  would  have  had  the  opportunity  to  ho.- 
nor.” 

Lynxes.  Tour  of  these  animals  lately  appeared  in 
the  arrondissement  of  Notre  dame  de  la  Zose.  The 
alarm  was  spread  and  three  of  them  soon  killed. 
The  following  account  of  the  ferocity  of  the  fourth, 
and  the  contest  in  which  he  was  destroyed,  is  co- 
pied from  the  Paris  Moniteur. 

“One  of  them,  about  the  size  of  a large  dog,  pas- 
sed through  a flock  without  doing  any  harm,  and 
ran  at  the  shepherd,  who  owed  his  safety  to  his  two 
dogs.  In  another  quarter,  he  attacked  an  unfortu- 
nate woman  whom  he  bit  severely,  and  whose  life 
was  despaired  of.  At  length,  he  sought  refuge  in 
the  territory  of  the  commune  of  Pignans,  where  he 
found  his  conqueror  in  a peasant  of  extraordinary 
courage  and  strength,  made  like  a Hercules,  and  in 
the  bloom  of  life.  This  man,  who  was  unarmed, 
siezed  him  body  to  body,  and,  after  a sanguinary  and 
obstinate  struggle,  which  lasted  three  quarters  cf 
an  hour,  succeeded  in  throwing  him  to  the  ground; 
but  still  he  would  not  have  conquered  him  but  for 
his  address  and  promptitude. 

This  ferocious  animal  had  devoured  the  hat  of 
his  adversary;  a large  buckle  attached  to  the  hat 
stuck  between  his  teeth;  he  availed  himself  of  this 
circumstance,  and,  having  courageously  thrust  his 
hand,  armed  w .th  a stone,  into  his  mouth,  as  deep 
as  possible,  left  the  stone  there,  and  in  spite  of  the 
numerous  bites  which  he  received  did  not  let  go 
his  hold  until  he  tore  out  the  tongue  of  the  animal, 
flung  him  to  the  ground,  and  saw  liim  expire  in 
dreadful  convulsions. 

Poison.  Mr.  Edmund  Jukes,  a surgeon  of  West- 
minster, Eng.  has  invented  an  apparatus  by  which 
the  stomach  may  be  emptied  of  poison,  received 
be  accident  or  design.  After  trying  it  on  various 
animals,  with  complete  success,  he  experimented 
on  himself — and  swallowed  ten  drachms  of  lauda- 
num,  from  which  lie  was  promptly  relieved. 

The  Ltitine  frigate.  In  page  82,  we  noticed  the 
case  of  this  frigate,  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Hol- 
land several  years  ago,  when  employed  in  the  con- 
veyance of  specie  to  the  continent,  which  the  pre- 
sent Dutch  government  had  decided  as  now  belong- 
ing to  Holland,  if  attainable,  because  that  that  ves- 
sel was  wrecked  during  a war — in  1799:  on  this  de- 
cision a I.ondon  editor  has  the  followingremarks — 

“And  this  is  tlie  return  made  tor  supporting  the 
prince  of  Orange  for  about  five  and  twenty  years, 
at  an  expense  of  16,000/.  a year,  and  spending  mil- 
lions in  endeavoring  Ko  restore  him  as  a stadth older; 
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raising  him  to  the  rank  of  king  and  creating  a king- 
dom for  him,  and  giving  him  colonies  which  we 
ought  to  have  retained.  After  all  this,  his  majesty 
refused  the  subjects  of  Great  Britain  their  own  jjro- 
perly,  lost  in  that  very  cause  which  was  to  raise 
him  from  being  a princely  pauper  to  an  indepen- 
dent sovereignty.  How  subtle  the  distinction  of 
national  law  on  W'hich  this  refusal  is  founded,  and 
liow  unmanly  is  it  to  tell  us  that  the  mon<yy  belongs 
to  Holland  by  the  rights  of  war,  when  the  king  had 
stigmatized  that  war  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch  as  an 
act  of  rebellion  against  his  legitimate  authority.” 

Wateii.  a late  English  paper  says— “Recent 
experiments,  in  many  parts  of  England,  have  prov- 
ed, that  supplies  of  the  best  water  may  be  obtain- 
ed  by  properly  boring  the  earth  to  a sufficient 
depth  I'he  expense  appears  to  be  trifling,  while 
the  result  is  of  the  higliest  importance  to  all  landed 
property.  Fountains  have  been  made  in  parishes 
where  water  has  usually  been  sold  by  the  gallon, 
which  yield  a constant  supply,  the  year  round,  of  a 
hogshead  per  hour..” 

i’liis  appears  probable  enough,  v/hen  we  call  to 
fnind  how  salt  water  is  procured  Ihrougliout  the 
Western  states  of  the  union. 

A CABPET  has  been  manufactured  at  the  royal  es- 
tablishment  of  the  Savonnerist  at  Paris,  destined  for 
the  hall  of  the  throne,  which  is  believed  t(»  be  the 
largest  that  has  ever  been  executed.  It  is  50  feet 
long  and  50  wide,  and  might  have  been  done  in  one 
pirce  agreeably  to  the  design,  but  it  would  have  re- 
quired,' in  that  case,  nine  years  for  its  execution, 
3*'or  the  sake  of  greater  expedition,  it  was  divided 
into  three  parts,  which  have  been  accomplished  in 
three  years.  Agreeably  to  the  details  that  have  been 
furnished,  it  has  cost,  in  labor  alone,  50,000  francs— 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

Destiicctiveness  or  mice.  The  Journal  des  De- 
"bats  says,  “The  department  of  the  Lower  Rhine 
lias  been  for  the  last  four  months  afflicted  with  a 
scourge  which  has  thrown  the  inhabitants  into  the 
utmost  consternation,  and  reduced  them  to  a situa- 
tion truly  deplorable.  The  sufferings  of  this  dis- 
trict have  arisen  from  the  incredible  ravages  of 
mice!  The  arrondissement  of  Savern  and  Stras- 
burgh  have  been  most  exposed  to  their  depreda- 
tions. Those  destructive  animals  have  multiplied 
there  to  such  a degree,  that,  in  the  district  of  Sa- 
vern, 1,570,000  have  been  taken  in  a fortnight,  and 
nearly  as  many  have  perished  in  their  holes.  The 
crops  have  been  nearly  destroyed  in  many  com- 
munes; and  the  potatoes,  the  last  resource  of  cul- 
tivators,  are  now  attacked  and  threatened  with 
destruction.  What  the  mice  have  spared  has  been 
carried  away  by  hail  storms.  On  the  23d,  a dread- 
ful storm  burst  over  the  town  and  environs  of  Stras- 
burgh,  especially  over  the  districts  of  Marienheim 
and  Dappinheim,  where  the  crops  were  almost  en- 
tirely destroyed,  and  the  loss  is  estimated  at 
500,000  francs.” 

Reai.  NETGHBORnoon.  Mr.  John  F.  Hicks,  farmer, 
m Smithfield,  Madison  county,  N.  Y.  having  acci- 
dentally had  his  leg  broken,  which  prevented  him 
from  attending  to  the  getting  in  of  his  crop,  his 
neighbors,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred,  turned 
out  on  Wednesday  last,  and,  in  the  space  of  four 
})ours,  gatliered  and  secured  from  eight  acres, 
250  bushels  of  corn;  besides  digging  and  burying 
100  bushels  of  potatoes,  and  securing  all  Mr.  H’s 
.jjumpkins,  stalks,  &i?. 


A LiREi,.  F rem  a late  Lonrlon  paper.  In  tb*  gulden 
days  of  good  queen  Bess,  those  halcvon  days  to 
which  every  Englishman  alf. -cts  to  look  up  with 
rapture,  the  punishment  for  libel  was  the  lo.ss  of 
the  right  hand  to  the  libeller.  A Mr.  Page,  who 
had  presumed  to  write  a pamphlet  on  the  subject  of 
the  queen’s  marriage  with  the  duke  of  Anjou,  was 
prosecuted  for,  and  convicted  of,  libelling  her  ma- 
jesty, and  suffered  the  punishment.  When  on  the 
scaffold,  he  made  the  following  manly  and  spirited 
speech: 

*'Fellow  countrymen — I am  come  here  to  receive 
the  sentence  of  the  law,  according  to  my  judgment; 
and  thank  the  God  of  all,  and  of  this  I take  God  to 
witness,  who  knoweth  tlie  hearts  of  men,  that  I 
have  never  offended  l>er  majesty’s  person,  crown 
or  dignity;  but  have  been  as  true  a subject  as  any 
was  ill  England,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  except- 
ing none.”  Then  holding  up  his  right  had,  he  saicb. 
“this  hand  did  I put  to  the  plough,  and  got  my 
living  at  it  many  years.  If  it  would  have  pleased 
her  highness  to  have  taken  my  left  hand,  or  my  life^ 
she  had  dealt  more  favorably  with  me,  for  now  I 
have  no  means  to  live;  but  God,  who  is  the  father 
of  us  all,  will  provide  for  me.  I beseech  you,  good 
people,  to  pray  for  me,  that  I may  take  my  punish- 
ment patiently.”  He  then  laid  his  hand  upon  the 
block,  and  prayed  the  executioner  to  despatch 
quickly.  At  two  blows  his  hand  was  taken  off;  when 
lifting  up  bis  bleeding  arm,  and  pointing  to  the 
block,  he  said  to  the  by-standers,  “see,  I have  left 
there  a true  Englishman’s  hand;”  and  then  went 
from  the  scaffold  stoutly,  and  with  great  courage. 
What  would  be  said  to  such  a punishment  in  the 
present  day? 

Holmes’  anwals.  There  are  a great  number  oT 
interesting  facts,  relative  to  early  American  history^ 
scattered  through  Holmes’  annals.  The  editor  of 
the  Democratic  Press  has  read  the  work  for  the 
purpose  of  selecting  such  matter  as  may  interest 
the  American  people: 

Lima,  the  c.Hpital  of  Peru,  with  Callao  its  port, 
was  completely  destroyed  in  1746  by  an  earthquake. 
Of  twenty -three  vessels  nine  were  sank.  The  con- 
cussions continued,  with  short  intervtds,four  months 
— 12,000  persons  were  killed. 

In  1747  a great  tumult  was  raised  in  the  town  of 
Boston.  Commodore  Knowles,  while  lying  at  Nan- 
tucket with  a number  of  men  of  war,  losing  some  of 
his  sailors  by  desertion,  thought  it  reasonable  that 
Boston  should  supply  him  with  as  many  men  has  he 
had  lost.  He,  therefore,  sent  hi^  boats  up  to  town 
early  in  the  morning,  and  surprised,  not  only  as 
many  seamen  as  could  be  found  on  board  any  of 
the  ships  outward  bound,  as  well  as  others,  but 
swept  the  wharves,  taking  some  ship  carpenter’s 
apprentices,  and  laboring  landmen.  This  conduct 
was  universally  resented  as  outrageous.  A mob 
was  soon  collected.  As  soon  as  it  was  dusk,  seve- 
ral thousand  people  assembled  in  King’s  street,  be- 
low the  town  house,  where  the  general  court  was 
sitting.  Stones  and  brickbats  were  thrown  into 
the  council  chamber  through  the  windows.  A 
judicious  speech  of  the  governor  from  the  bal- 
cony, greatly  disapproving  of  the  impress,  promis- 
ing  his  utmost  endeavors  to  obtain  the  discharge  of 
the  persons  impressed,  and  gently  reprehending 
the  irregular  proceedings  of  the  people,  had  no  ef- 
fect. Equally  ineffectnal  were  the  attempts  of  other 
gentlemen  to  persuade  them  to  disperse.  The 
seizure  and  restraint  of  the  commanders  and  other 
officers,  who  were  in  town,  were  insisted  on,  as  the 
only  effectual  method  to  procure  the  release  of  the 
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'inhabitants  on  board  the  ships.  The  militia^  of  Bos- 
ton was  summoned  the  next  day  to  the  aid  of  go- 
vernment, but  refused  to  appear.  The  governor, 
Judging  it  inexpedient  to  remain  in  town  another 
night,  willidrew  to  Castle  William.  Letters,  in  the 
mean  time,  were  continually  passing  betv;een  him 
and  the  commodore.  T'he  council  and  house  of  re- 
presentatives now  passed  some  vigoroiisresolutions, 
and  the  tumultuous  spirit  began  to  subside.  1'he 
inhabitants,  assembled  in  town  meeting,  while  they 
expressed  their  sense  of  the  great  insult  and  injury 
by  the  impress,  condemned  the  riotous  transactions 
The  militia  of  the  town,  the  next  <lay,  promptly 
made  their  appearance,  and  conducted  the  govern 
or,  with  great  pomp,  to  his  house.  The  commodore 
dismissed  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  inhabitants  who  i 
had  been  impressed;  and  the  squadron  sailed,  to  the  1 
joy  and  repose  of  tiic  town.  j 

So  early  as  1746,  200,000,  lbs.  of  Indigo  were  sent  | 
from  South  Carolina  to  England.  [At  a time  when  I 
we  grow  such  a superabundance  of  cotton  that  its 
price  is  lower  than  ever  before  known,  would  it  not 
be  prudent  and  profitable  for  some  of  our  South 
Carolina  planters  to  turn  their  attention  to  the 
cuItiv.ation  of  the  Indigo  plants  which,  it  is  ascertain- 
ed, will  grow  well  in  that  state.] 

In  1749,  Philadelphia  contained  two  thousand  and 
seventy  six  dwelling  houses.  There  were  eleven 
places  of  public  worship  in  the  city,  viz. — 2 Pres- 
byterian, 2 Quaker,  1 church  of  England,  1 Roman 
Catholic,  1 Moravian,  1 Baptist,  1 Swedish,  1 Dutch 
Lutheran,  and  1 Dutch  Calvinist. 

This  year  the  droiighi  in  New  England  was  so 
great  that  the  grass  crop  did  not  yield  a tenth  of 
what  it  usually  yielded,  and  the  inhabitants  were 
obliged  to  send  to  Pennsylvania  and  others  to  Eng- 
lanu  for  hay.  

FOnEIGN  NEWS, 

From  London  papers  of  the  22nd  Sept. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  stock  of  cottons 
>n  England  was  estinoated  at  370,000  bales,  on  the 
20th  September.  The  consumption  is  about  10,000 
bales  per  week.  The  prices  were,  for  Uplands 
from  6f/.  to  8J;  Orleans  6^  to  10^;  Alabamas  5^  to  8. 

The  levy  of  the  last  year  for  the  support  of  the 
poor,  in  England  and  Wales,  amounted  to  the  sum 
of  6,958,445  pounds — about  thirty-one  millions  of 
dollars;  or  much  more  than  the  whole  cost  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  including  all  sorts 
of  contributions  levied  on  the  people  for  the  sup. 
port  of  the  poor,  for  roads,  public  schools,  and  the 
administration  of  justice,  &c.  in  their  several  states, 
counties,  cities,  towns  or  townships. 

It  is  supposed  that,  at  one  horse  race,  at  Doncas- 
ter, at  which  there  was  apparently  m\xc\\  jockeying, 
alias  roguery,  one  person  won  about  50,000/.;  and 
some  of  the  servants  of  the  “knowing  ones”  got  as 
high  as  2,000  in  winnings. 

France.  The  Cathedral  at  Rouen,  in  France,  was 
destroyed  by  lightning  on  the  15th  Sept,  The  fire 
communicated  to  several  houses  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, which  were  burnt  down,  and  some  lives  lost. 
The  storm  which  caused  this  catastrophe  is  said  to 
have  been  one  of  the  most  terrible  ever  witnessed. 

Spain.  The  London  Courier  styles  the  constitu- 
tional government  of  Spain  “the  faction  predomi- 
nant at  Madrid’” 

Russia.  The  following  is  the  imperial  decree  for 
closing  the  masonic  lodges  in  this  empire.  It  is 
dated  at  St.  Petersburg,  August  30,  1822: 

The  rescript  directed  by  his  majesty  on  the  13tla 
instant,  to  the  minister  of  the  interior,  count  Kot- 
chuberg,  respecting  the  dissolution  of  all  secret 
societies  and  Freemasons’  lodges,  is  as  follows:  i 


“ Count  Peter  Pa-ioloidtsch — The  troubles  and  d:s. 
orders  which  have  arisen  in  various  other  states 
througli  the  existence  of  secret  societies,  some  f I’ 
wliich,  under  the  names  of  Freem:\sr,ns,  v.cre,  at 
fir.st,  founded  for  charitable  purpose^,  anti  oti'f'rs 
secretly  pursued  political  objects,  li-ave  induced 
some  governments  to  pay  str  cler  attention  to  tlicm, 
and,  in  the  end,  wlioiiy  to  prohih't  sucii  secret  n :- 
sociations:  As  I always  direct  p.iriiciilHr  attention 
to  the  creation  of  a firm  bulwark  against  every 
thing  that  may  be  injurious  to  the  empire,  an  I 
especially  at  a time  like  the  present,  when,  iinhap- 
pily,  so  many  states  oder  sad  examples  of  the  ruin- 
ous consequences  of  the  philosophical  sutitleties 
now  in  vogue,  I have  foun  1 it  necessary  to  tiie  ge- 
neral good  to  command  as  follows,  with  respect  u> 
t!ie  above  mentioned  secret  societies: 

“1.  All  secret  societie.s,  muler  whatever  name 
they  exist,  (as  well  as  the  Freemason’s  lodges),  shad 
be  closed,  an  I the  establi-shments  not  be  allowed. 

“2.  All  the  members  of  such  society,  ns  soon  as 
they  shall  be  inlbrmed  of  lais  mea^uce,  are  to  en- 
gage, in  writing,  to  take  ijo  parb  henceforward, 
under  any  pretext,  in  any  secret  society,  undei* 
whatever  well  meaning  name  it  may  e.iist,  in  Uiu 
empire,  or  in  any  foreign  countries. 

‘ 3.  As  it  does  not  become  opicers  in  the  public 
service  to  hind  themselves  by  any  oatli  but  that 
which  the  laws  iletermine,  the  .ministers  .aud  autlio- 
rities  are  bound  to  require  fro  n lliose  subordinate 
to  them  a frank  declaration,  whether  tliev  belong 
to  any  Freemason’s  lodge,  or  otlicr  secret  soci-dy,  \n 
or  out  of  the  empire,  and  what  tliat  society  is. 

“4.  A written  engagement  is  to  be  taken  from 
the  members  of  tliem,  that  lliey  will  break  off  all 
intercourse  witli  them;  ami  he  who  refuses  to  sign 
such  an  engagement,  .shall  be  dismissed  from  the 
public  service. 

“5.  'I'he  authorities  in  the  governments  are  strict- 
ly enjoined  to  take  care  that  no  lodges  subsist,  or 
be  created,  any  where,  on  any  pretext  whatsoever., 

“5.  That  all  persons  employed  in  the  puhiic  ser- 
vice  engage,  by  their  signatures,  according  to  the 
3d  and  4lh  sections,  not  to  belong  to  any  secret  so-, 
ciety,  either  now,  or  in  future.  Without  having 
signed  such  an  engagement  they  cannot  be  employ- 
ed in  our  service. 

“I  am  convinced  that  you  will  neglect  notliing  to 
effect  the  due  execution  of  my  order— and  that  you 
will  communicate  this  to  the  other  ministers,  that 
they  may  co  operate  with  you  for  tliis  purpose. 

(Signed)  “.Alkxa.vueii.” 

This  ukase  (rescript)  has  been  read,  partly  in  tha 
Russian  language,  partly  in  the  translation,  to  all 
public  officers  and  Freemasons.  In  consequence, 
all  the  officers  here,  as  well  as  all  other  members  of 
Freemasons’  lodges  now  present,  have  signed  the 
engagement  required,  and  tliey  are  already  deliv- 
ered to  the  minister.  The  police,  too,  have  alrea- 
dy e.xaminedthe  places  where  the  Freemasons  held 
their  meetings,  to  see  whether  all  the  emblems,  ic, 
were  removed.  Last  week  the  Freemasons  sold 
their  furniture,  by  auction,  among  themselves.  All 
have  shewn  the  greatest  readiness  to  execute  his 
majesty’s  commands.  A great  many  persons  vvere 
discharged  from  tlieir  olfices,  shortly  before  the 
emperor’s  departure. 

Turkey.  The  plague  has  broken  out  in  Albani.a 
and  spread  into  Epirus  and  tlie  Morea — soula  of 
the  cities  were  nearly  deserted  and  the  people  wer  j 
flying  in  all  directions. 

The  following  very  lecyitiina:e  article  is  froni  the 
London  Courier  of  the  19t’u  Sept.  “vVe  ;),.'fenen  I 
it  can  be  no  longer  doubted,  that  the  Greek  cause 
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In  the  Morea  is  at  an  end,  and  if  so,  the  real  f rends 
humanity  -will  have  occasion  to  rejoiced*  But — the 
London  papers  of  three  day ’slater  date  contain  se- 
veral articles  that  confirm  the  previous  accounts  of 
the  victories  of  the  Greeks,  which  it  is  not  worth 
our  while  to  give  a repetition  of.  The  head  of 
Char  Madje  Ali  Pashaw  was  brought  to  the  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  Grecian  government  at  Argos.  Vet 
there  are  still  reports  that  are  unfavorable,  and  a 
Trieste  article,  of  September  2,  says— “A  ship  arriv- 
ed  yesterday  from  Corfu,  (says  the  Gazette  of  Augs- 
burg),  brings  us  overwhelming  news  from  the  Mo- 
rea;'' Chourschid  has  penetrated  there,  the  amnesty 
of  Scio  in  his  hand.  The  gold  of  the  English  -will  do 
•what  the  swords  of  the  Turks  could  not  effect.  . Num- 
bers  of  fugitives  endeavor  to  gain  the  Islands.  The 
lot  of  the  Jews  is  reserved  for  the  Greeks.  It  is 
useless  to  expect  any  moderation  on  the  part  of  the 
irritated  Mussulmen,  should  even  the  sultan  wish 
it.  The  Morea  is  become  one  vast  ceraetry.  This 
■catastrophe  has  been  so  rapid  that  many  suppose  that 
lord  Strangford  has  pressed  the  Sultan  tq  terminate 
this  affair  before  the  opening  of  congress.’* 

The  following  proclamation  Kas  been  issued  by 
the  provisional  government  of  Greece. — “Whereas 
the  danger  menacing  the  western  continent  of 
Greece,  and  consequently  the  whole  of  Greece,  is 
great  an  imminent,  and  whereas  it  is  necessary  that 
the  strongest  and  most  extraordinary  measures 
should  be  taken, 

“In  virtue  of  the  339th  article  of  the  decree  of 
the  legislative  body  of  the  11th  of  May,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  executive  did  decree,  and  does  decree 
^s.ibllows: 

“1.  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  con- 
tinent of  Greece,  and  whatsoever  class,  from  16  to 
50  years  of  age,  without  exception,  must  take  up 
arnns,  and  must  repair  to  whither  the  danger  of 
their  country  may  call  them. 

“2.  All  Greeks,  from  16  to  60  years  of  age,  who, 
having  left  the  country  in  these  critical  moments, 
and  taken  refuge  in  the  neighboring  Ionian  Islands,* 
do  not  return  within  three  days  after  the  ^bove  de- 
cree shall  be  made  known  to  them,  in  order  to  se- 
cond the  exertion  of  their  brethren,  will  be  declar- 
ed expelled  from  their  country,  and  their  property, 
real  or  personal,  shall  be  publicly  sold  by  auction, 
“3.  Whoever,  in  these  circumstances,  shall  show 
themselves  unworthy  of  their  country,  and  diso- 
bedient, not  only  will  they  be  declared  as  such,  but 
will  lose  every  right  of  citizens;  their  property  will 
be  sold  by  public  auction,  and  the  produce  of  it 
serve  as  pay  to  the  soldiers  who  defend  the  country. 

“All  military  and  civil  officers  are  charged  with 
the  immediate  execution  of  the  above  decree. 

(Signed)  “MAunoconnATo. 

(Signed)  “H.  Polisiouks. 

tf^Iachaia,  July  7,  (19),  1821/’ 

East  Indies.  Fifteen  hundred  houses,  occupied 
by  7,000  muslin  weavers,  have  been  destroyed  by 
an  accidental  fire  at  Surat. 

Buenos  Ayres.  Another  conspiracy  is  said  to  have 
been  detected  in  this  city  on  the  23rd  of  August, 
Tagle,  formerly  secretary  of  Pueyrredon,  isre|oort. 
ed  to  have  been  at  the  head  of  it.  Sundry  persons 
were  arrested. 

Brazil.  The  prince  regent  has  fully  assumed  the 
character  of  a revolutionist — he  lately  appeared  at 
the  theatre  with  a green  badge  round  his  arm,  and 
the  motto  “independence  or  death,”  having  re- 
moved the  Portuguese  cockade  from  his  hat.  This 
act  appears  to  have  been  wholly  of  his  own  will. 
He  is  very  popular  with  the  people.  St.  Salvador 
^tiU  adheres  to  Portugal. 


The  Military  Staff  of  the  U.  States. 

[cosimusicated]. 

The  military  staff  of  this  country  may  be  consi- 
dered as  applicable  to  tlie  land  service  in  general, 
and  not  exclusively  appertaining  to  the  regular  ar- 
my, but  equally  intended  to  aid  the  operations  of 
the  militia  of  the  several  states.  Its  present  orga- 
nization is  such,  tliat,  having  a competent  and  re- 
sponsible head  to  each  branch,  it  may  be  extended, 
on  its  present  plan,  so  as  to  answer  all  the  demands 
of  the  service,  without  greatly  increasing  its  cost, 
other  than  what  may  result  from  the  employment 
of  additional  assistance  and  subordinates  to  corres- 
pond with  the  number  of  forces  to  be  employed. 
Each  branch  has  established  rules  for  transacting 
its  various  duties;  the  system  of  accountability  is  as 
perfect  as  the  nature  of  the  service  will  permit,  and 
the  whole  is  now  in  successful  operation.  The  ge- 
neral staff  consists  of  several  distinct  branches, 
the  chiefs  of  which  reside  at  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment, and  perform  their  functions  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  war  department;  they  are  as  follows — 

The  adjutant  general’s  department  or  military 
correspondence. 

The  engineer  department,  or  the  department  df 
fortification  and  topography; 

The  ordnance  department; 

The  quarter  master’s  department; 

The  pay  department; 

The  subsistence  department; 

The  medical  department,  and 

The  purchasing  department — which  last,  for  con-, 
venience,  is  located  at  Philadelphia.  Besides  these 
there  are  two  inspectors  general,  who  have  no  fix- 
ed residence,  but  whose  duties  are  divided.  One 
for  the  artillery  and  the  other  for  the  infantry. 
Their  duties  are  important  and  arduous.  They 
inspect  the  condition  of  the  troops  as  to  discipline, 
arms  and  equipments,  also  as  to  their  numerical, 
physical  and  moral  efficiency.  The  arsenals,  stores, 
provisions,  clothing,  camp-equipage,  ordnance  and 
supplies  of  every  description,  pass  under  their  in- 
spection at  uncertain  periods.  They  keep  the  go- 
vernment informed  of  the  actual  state  and  condi- 
tion  of  the  military  establishment,  both  as  to  the 
personal  and  material. 

The  application  of  the  staff  to  the  militia  as  well 
as  to  the  regular  forces,  is  proper,  convenient  and 
advantageous.  For  instance,  all  the  supplies  of 
provisions,  camp-equipage,  quarter  masters  stores, 
hospital  stores,  ordnance,  arms  and  ammunition, 
pay  and  other  allowances  for  the  militia,  when  cal- 
led into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  must  be 
drawn  from  this  source,  and  it  would  be  still  more 
beneficial  and  efficacious  to  add  to  every  detach- 
ment of  militia,  a suitable  proportion  of  regular 
staff  officers,  to  assist  the  commanding’  general  of 
of  the  militia,  and  to  relieve  him  from  the  multiplied 
details  of  service  which  must  otherwise  fall  upon 
himself,  and  the  inexperienced  militia  staff  officers, 
that  may  be  called  out  with  the  troops.  Thus  sur- 
rounded with  officers  acquainted  with  the  routine 
of  business,  accustomed  to  the  transactions  con- 
nected with  military  supplies  and  details,  the  ge- 
neral or  commanding  officer  would  be  unembarrass- 
ed and  left  at  leisure  to  form  his  plans  of  attack 
and  defence,  with  the  moral  certainty  of  having 
his  troops  fed  and  s\ipplied  with  every  necessary 
which  is  deemed  essential  to  his  operations.  The 
public  treasure  would  be  applied  to  the  proper  ob- 
jects,  and  the  nation  thereby  secured  from  the 
enormous  losses  and  unreasonable  expenditure,^ 
which,  hitler  to,  unavoidably  attended  the  employ-. 
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ineut  oi  the  militia.  The  officers  and  soldiers,  find- 
ing liemselves  sufficiently  and  regularly  supplied, 
and  conducted  scientifically,  would  naturally  feel 
an  uiditional  confidence  in  themselves,  and  conti- 
nue more  cheerfully  to  perform  their  duty.  'I'he 
number  of  their  sacrifices  would  be  greatly  lessen- 
ed, and  every  comfort  would  be  artbrded  them  con- 
sistent with  the  nature  of  the  service.  To  effect 
all  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  increase  the  staff 
from  the  officers  of  the  regular  army,  whose  know- 
ledg.  of  service,  and  who^e  known  character  and 
experience  could  be  relied  on.  The  military  aca- 
demy is  the  source  from  which  all  these  results  may 
be  anticipated;  because,  not  only  a correct  military 
education  is  tliere  obtained,  but  tlie  graduates  must 
prove  themselves  capable  of  passing  an  examination 
on  every  branch  of  the  service,  and  also,  during  the 
four  years  of  probation  which  they  have  to  under- 
go while  remaining  in  that  institution,  previous  to 
receiving  commissions  in  the  army,  satisfy  the  aca- 
demic staff  that  their  moral  character  is  unim- 
peachable.- With  this  constant  supply  of  intelli- 
gence and  virtue,  the  army  will  never  fail  to  possess 
the  means  of  increasing  the  national  staff  when  the 
public  service  may  require  it. 


Bank  of  the  United  States. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

Langdon  Cheves^  president  of  the  bank  of  the 
the  United  States,  has  thought  proper,  in  his  late 
exposition,  to  introduce  my  name  in  connection 
with  statements  and  assertions,  which  I have  been 
compelled,  by  a due  respect  lor  myself,  as  well  as 
the  demands  of  justice  and  truth,  to  pronounce 
“false  and  without  a just  foundation,” 

In  a notice  to  the  public,  he  has  since  come  for- 
ward with  what  he  would  seem  to  intend  a vindica- 
tion; and  such,  perhaps,  it  might  be,  if  arrogance 
were  argument,  or  indecorous  epithets  were  per- 
suasion, or  the  speaking  infirmities  of  a heated  tem- 
per were  evidences  of  a fair  mind,  and  an  honora- 
ble purpose.  I shall  make  no  apology  to  my  fel- 
low-citizens  for  coming  before  them  in  self  defence 
on  this  occasion.  I rely  too  much  on  the  good  feel- 
ings, the  sense  of  right,  and  the  virtue  of  the  com- 
munity, to  suspect,  for  a moment,  that  1 shall  be 
considered  as  obtruding  myself,  where  I am  not 
commanded  to  appear  by  every  principle  and  mo- 
five  which  can  actuate  an  honest  mind,  or  give 
value  to  character. 

And,  like  Mr.  Cheves,  I may  be  permitted  to 
have  so  much  regard  for  the  “public  morals”  as  to 
feel  it  a duty  to  expose  the  audacity,  which  is  re- 
strained by  no  “fastidious  delicacy”  from  violating 
the  rights  and  sporting  with  the  reputation  of  in- 
dividuals; I may  be  permitted  to  deprecate  the 
♦‘hardihood  of  guilt”  which  dares  to  condemn  a man 
unheard,  to  persecute  him  without  allowing  his 
defence,  and  sacrifice  him  at  the  shrine  of  private 
animosity;  and  especially  may  I be  allowed  so  much 
disinterested  concern  for  the  “public  morals,”  when 
it  is  felt  that  I am  myself  the  victim  and  the  suffierer. 
But  I must  be  excused  from  meeting  Mr.  Cheves 
on  his  own  ground;  1 am  no  adept  in  the  kind  of 
language  with  which  he  proves  himself  so  familiar, 
and  I have  a deeper  interest  at  stake  than  a trial 
of  skill  in  uttering  the  voice  of  passion  or  selecting 
epithets  of  abuse.  I have  nothing  more  to  oiler 
than  a plain  statement,  which  comes  entirely  with- 
in the  compass  of  justice  and  fact.  It  wants  no  os- 
tentatious flourish  of  self  assurance,  nor  the  aid  of 
dogmatical  assertions,  without  proof,  or  the  concur- 
fenoe  of  a committee,  to  make  it  clearly  under- 


stood, and  fully  appreciated  by  every  candid  mind‘ 
About  three  years  ago  the  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  caus^  a prosecution  to  be  insti- 
tuted against  me,  which  has  been  most  unreasona- 
bly protracted  through  their  agency.  On  a late  oc- 
casion I used  all  the  means  in  my  power  to  bring 
the  investigation  to  an  issue,  having  been  all  along 
subjected  to  a great  expense;  but  these  attempts 
were  frustrated  by  the  counsel  of  the  bank.  While 
this  prosecution  was  pending,  a meeting  of  the 
stockholders  was  called.  From  their  number  a 
committee  was  selected,  who,  the  world  is  told,  or- 
ganized themselves  into  a court  of  justice.  The 
president  brought  his  charges,  and  this  self  consti- 
tuted judicial  body,  as  it  is  said,  went  througli  an 
investigation,  and  finally  judged,  condemned  and 
sentenced  the  accused.  Upon  this  mock  trial  and 
condemnation,  which  is  acknowledged  to  have 
been  founded  wholly  on  ex  parte  testimony,  the 
president  imagined  himself  authorized,  and  actu- 
ally took  the  liberty  to  publish  this  sentence  to  the 
world,  and  declare  me  guilty  of  being  accessary  to 
a “stupendous  fraud”  on  the  bank. 

I'his  is  a literal  narrative  of  facts,  as  sliort  and 
simple  as  it  is  obvious  and  imposing.  And  now  I 
appeal  to  every  man  in  the  community,  who  looks 
upon  the  laws  of  his  country  as  the  safeguard  of 
his  rights,  and  who  considers,  as  every  honorable 
man  must  consider,  a wanton  attack  on  his  reputa- 
tion as  the  deepest  injury  which  can  be  inflicted 
or  designed— I appeal  to  every  such  man,  whether 
I have  been  precipitate  or  rash  in  the  charge  I have 
made,  or  whether  I have  gone  beyond  the  bounds 
j to  which  I was  compelled  to  go  by  a consciousness 
of  injury  like  this,  inflicted  under  circumstances  as 
novel  in  their  details,  as  unjustifiable  and  aggravat- 
ing in  their  character. 

And  how  does  Mr.  Cheves  acquit  himself  when 
he  attempts  a vindication  of  his  conduct?  He 
breaks  into  a passion — is  amazed  that  his  authority 
should  be  questioned;  and  concludes  with  an  ex- 
tract purporting  to  contain  a resolution  of  tlie  self- 
constituted  judicial  committee  above-mentioned. 

As  to  the  first  and  most  prominent  feature  of  his 
vindication,  I have  already  acknowledged  my  ina- 
bility to  meet  him  on  any  terms  of  equality.  I have 
no  mind  to  be  in  a passion  upon  so  grave  a matter; 
and  if  I could  think  myself  capable,  I should  not 
suppose  my  cause  would  be  strengthened  by  any 
studied  refinement  of  abuse  or  indecorum  of  Ian- 
guage.  These  may  be  potent  weapons  in  skilful 
hands,  but  as  I have  never  learnt  to  wield  them,  it 
is  fortunate  that  I do  not  need  their  aid. 

In  the  second  place,  it  seems  to  have  excited  a 
furious  resentment  in  this  man,  that  any  one,  whom 
he  condemns,  should  dare  to  assert  Ids  innocence; 
and,  by  some  unaccountable  mental  obliquity,  he 
confounds  accusations  with  proofs  of  guilt.  But 
let  me  ask  by  what  authority  has  he  acted  in  this 
casei*  Whence  does  he  derive  the  power  to  be  the 
accuser  and  the  judge,  the  prosecutor  and  organ 
by  which  his  own  sentence  of  condemnation  is  pub- 
lished to  the  world?  Does  he  derive  it  from  (he 
laws  of  this  free  country,  from  the  laws  of  nature, 
or  from  the  equitable  privileges  of  society?  No— • 
this  power  is  assumed,  and  its  exercise  is  equally 
an  encroachment  on  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  and 
the  rights  of  human  nature.  From  no  privileges 
of  the  one,  no  principles  of  the  other,  is  he  autho- 
rized to  usurp  the  authority  which  he  has  claim- 
ed. He  has  set  himself  above  law,  thrust  aside 
the  forms  of  every  equitable  process,  rendered 
nugatory  the  judicial  institutions  of  his  country, 
bid  defiance  to'^the  majesty  of  jtistice,  and  (hen 
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wonders  that  the  victims  of  his  usurpation  should 
doubt  his  intalibiiity,  and  remonstrate  against 
proceedings,  whicii  not  only  aim  at  their  ruin, 
but  which,  if  tolerated,  would  blast  with  the 
pestilence  of  tyranny  every  plant  in  the  fair  field 
of  liberty.  For  myself,  1 am  not  disposed  to  sub- 
mit to  such  authority;  nor  do  I believe  the  time 
will  soon  come,  when  there  will  be  so  little  virtue, 
or  so  much  blindness  in  the  community,  as  to  sufl'er 
any  one  to  tolerate  presumption  like  this,  or  look 
upon  it  with  any  otl>®r  than  an  eye  of  ridicule  or 
contempt. 

To  show  that  his  authority  is  worth  something 
more  than  I am  willing  to  allow,  he  fortilies  him 
self  with  a resolution  of  a committee?  And  what 
committee?  A selection  of  persons,  most  of  whom 
were  his  particular  friends,  adhtirents  and  depen 
dants,  some  of  whom  were  known  to  be  hostile 
to  the  accused,  and  all  of  whom  were  in  the 
exclusive  interests  of  the  bank,  and  acting  as 
its  agents.  That  is,  the  committee,  who  erected 
themselves  into  this  tribunal,  were  the  virtual 
prosecutors  of  tlie  very  men,  whom  they  tried 
ai^d  judged!  And  how  did  this  committee  proceed? 
They  received  the  charges  of  the  president,  lis- 
tened to  his  accusations,  examined  such  papers  as 
he  presented,. and  this  without  even  informing  the 
party  accused,  or  hearing  a word  in  their  defence. 
And,  to  add  to,  the  enormity  of  this  outrage,  if  in- 
deed  it  admits  of  addition,  this  farce  was  acted  over 
at  the  moment  when  a legal  investigation  was  pend- 
ing!  This  self-organized  court  will  find  a true  pro- 
to\ype  in  the  inquisition.  And  yet,  strange  as  it 
may  seem,  Mr.  Cheves  has  been  a judge,  and  ac- 
ted in  tins  capacity’’,  not  in  the  cloisters  of  Spain, 
but  under  the  laws  of  tliese  independent  states  of 
America.  This  is  the  court  which  he  puts  forward 
as  the  supporting  pillar  of  his  authority.  I make 
no  comments.  I abuse  not  the  good  sense  of  any 
oner,  by  asking  him  to  weigh  the  authority  of  this 
committee.  It  is  just  as  good  in  this  case  as  the 
president’s,  and  no  better. 

And  supposing  this  authority  were  as  incontes- 
tible  as  Mr,  Cheves  would  have  it,  the  resolution  of 
the  committee  has  no  direct  bearing  on  his  case. 
Not  a word  is  there  said  about  “fraud.”  We  are 
told  of  the  “past  and  present  condition  of  the  bank;” 
l)ut  we  have  no  hint  that  even  this  tribunal  sanction- 
ed the  outrageous  charge  of  which  I complain  in 
the  president’s  exposition.  Why  this  resolution 
should  have  been  made  public  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
jecture. It  may  amuse  some  and  deceive  others; 
but  it  would  seem  impossible  that  even  Mr.  Cheves 
should  have  been  so  blind  as  not  to  perceive  that 
it  argues  nothing  in  his  favor.  It  throws  the  re- 
sponsibility still  more  strongly  upon  himself,  and 
proves  still  more  clearly  that  his  conduct  is  inde- 
fensible on  any  principles  of  justice  and  fair  deal- 
ing, sineb  he  has  been  obliged  to  lean  on  such  a 
support. 

And,  after  all,  let  it  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Cheves 
has  made  his  case  good,  that  his  investigation  was 
conducted  with  impartiality,  and  that  he  has  indubi- 
table  evidence  of  my  having  been  guilty  of  fraud; 
I should  not  even  then  consider  his  conduct  as 
admitting  any  possible  justification.  In  its  most 
favorable  aspect,  it  is  an  outrage  upon  the  laws  of 
his  country,  and  a contempt  of  its  courts  of  justice. 
With  any  testimony  in  his  favor,  he  has  no  right, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  anticipate  a legal  de- 
cision. If  a man,  in  a public  capacity,  is  suffered  to 
take  upon  himself  the  offices  of  accuser  and  judge, 
and  in  a public  document  to  send  out  a libel  on  the 
character  of  an  individual,  it  is  a vain  boast  to  talk 


any  longer  of  the  citizen’s  rights,  or  tlie  s..crc  dness 
of  the  laws.  It  is  obvious  how  mucli  more  indefen- 
sible such  a measure  must  be,  when  it  involves  a 
rasa  and  flagrant  charge  against  one  w!io  is  con- 
scious of  innocence,  and  who  only  asks  l!)e  privi- 
lege,  which  the  laws  allow  him,  of  confronting  bis 
accusers  and  making  lus  defence. 

As  I must  be  supposed  to  know  at  least  as  much 
of  my  own  case  as  Mr.  Cheves,  and  as  he  has  pub- 
licly uttered  what  [ deem  a slander  on  my  character, 
I have  felt  it  a duty,  in  the  same  public  manner^ 
to  pronounce  his  statement  “false  and  withor.i:  a 
just  foundation.”  He  has  produced  sucli  a vindica- 
tion as  he  could,  but  in  this  I see  no  ajjology  for  his 
conduct,  and  no  reason  for  altering  my  mind.  As  for 
myself,  I have  no  apprehensions  for  the  resuU,  and 
only  desire  that  public  opinion  may  be  suspended 
until  a legal  investigation  shall  have  been  made^ 
and  that  no  person  may  be  influenced  in  his  deci- 
sion by  the  unauthenticated  assertiems,  the  passion- 
ate violence,  and  arrogant  pretensions  with  winch 
this  assault  on  my  character  has  been  published  and 
defended.  GEO.  WILLI A.MS, 

Jiallimoret  October  28<//,  1822. 


Sir  William  Herschel. 

rnoM  A LosDoir  PAPim. 

The  accounts  of  this  celebrated  individual,  which 
have  f6und  their  way  into  the  papers  and  maguztnes 
since  his  death,  are  inmany  lespects  very  ingccurute.. 
The  following  has  been  furnished  by  a gentleman 
well  acquainted  with  sir  William  and  his  family,  and 
its  accuracy  may  be  relied  on: 

“Sir  William  Herschel  was  born  in  November, 
1738.  His  father,  being  a musician,  brought  up  his 
four  sons,  of  whom  sir  Willian  was  the  seconrl,  to 
the  same  profession,  and  placed  him,  at  the  age  o': 
fourteen,  in  the  band  of  the  Hanoverian  foot  guards. 
Unable,  however,  long  to  endure  the  drudgery  of 
such  a situation,  and  conscious  of  a superior  pro- 
ficiency in  his  art,  he  determined  on  quitting  the 
regiment,  and  seeking  his  fortune  in  England, 
where  he  arrived  about  the  end  of  the  year  1757. 
After  struggling  with  great  difficulties  in  London^ 
he  was  engaged  by  the  earl  of  Darlington  to  super- 
intend and  instruct  a military  band  then  forming  by 
that  nobleman  in  the  county  of  Durham;  the  opening 
thus  afforded  contributed  so  far  to  increase  his  repu- 
tation and  connections,  as  to  induce  him  to  spend 
several  j ears,  after  the  termination  of  the  engage- 
merit,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Leeds,  Pontefact,  and 
Doncaster,  where  he  had  many  scholars,  and  led 
the  public  concerts  and  oratorios, 

“In  1766  he  was  chosen  organist  at  Halifax,  a 
situation  he  soon  after  resigned  for  the  more  advan- 
tageous one  of  organist  at  the  Octagon  Cliapel  at 
Bath.  In  this  great  and  gay  resort  of  fashion,  his 
extraordinary  musical  talents  procured  him  ample 
employment,  and  the  direction  of  the  public  con- 
certs and  his  private  teaching  produced  him  a con- 
siderable income. 

“But  though  fond  to  enthusiasm  of  his  profession, 
his  ardent  thirst  for  knowledge  had  begun  for  some 
time  past  to  open  a nobler  field  to  his  exertions. 
While  at  Halifax  he  had  commenced  a course  of 
mathematical  reading,  and  in  spite  of  the  difficulty 
of  such  studies, .acquired  without  assistance  a con- 
siderable familiarity  with  the  principle  both  of  pure 
and  applied  mathematics.  The  sublime  views  dis- 
closed by  the  modern  astronomy  had  pov/erfully 
attracted  his  attention,  and  when  he  read  of  the 
noble  discoveries  made  by  the  assistance  of  the 
telescope,  he  was  seized  with  an  irresistible  desire 
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40  see  with  his  own  eyes  the  wonders  hi  re  ul  of. 
Fortunately  the  price  of  an  instrument  capable  of 
satisfying’  his  curiosity  was  beyond  his  means,  and 
lie  resolved  to  attempt  the  construction  of  one  fur 
Jiimself  fn  tliis  arduous  task,  sfur  encountering- 
endless  difficulties,  he  succeeded,  ami  in  1774  fiist 
saw  Saturn  in  a five  feet  reHectin.^  t lescope,  made 
by  his  own  hands.  Encouraged  by  this  success,  he 
now  .ittempted  larger  telescopes,  and  soon  com 
pletcd  a seven,  a ten,  and  a twenty  feet  reflector, 
Jab'  ring  with  such  obstinacy  as  to  have  aciually 
fin-shed  no  less  than  200  obj.'ct  mirrors  before  he 
couid  satisfy  himself  with  the  performance  of  one. 

“Astronomy  now  occupied  so  much  of  his  atten- 
tion, that  he  began  to  limit  his  professional  enga- 
gements, and  restrict  the  number  ofhis  scholars. 

“About  the  latter  end  of  1779  he  commenced  a 
regular  review  of  the  Heavens,  star  by  star,  with  a 
seven  feet  reflector,  and  having  already  continued 
thi-'  upwards  of  eighteen  months,  he  was  at  length 
rewarded,  on  the  l3th  of  Mar.h,  1781,  with  the 
discovery  of  a new  primary  planet,  to  which  he  af- 
terwards gave  the  name  of  (ieorgium  Sidus,  now 
more  generally  distinguished  by  that  of  Uranus. 

“In  consequence  of  this  memorable  discovery, 
the  attention  of  the  scientific  world  became  fixed 
upon  him,  and  his  late  majesty,  with  a promptitude 
of  liberality  which  must  ever  be  recorded  to  his 
Ivonour  as  a patron  of  s-..ier.ce,  enabled  him,  by  the 
settlement  of  a handsome  salary,  to  discontinue  his 
professional  exertions,  arid  devote  the  remainder  of 
his  life  wholly  to  astronomy.  In  consequence  of 
this  arrangement,  Herschel  immediately  quitted  j 
Bath,  and  took  up  his  residence  at  Datchet,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Windsor,  where  he  was  no  sooner 
established  than  he  entered  on  a career  of  discove- 
ry unexampled,  perhaps,  in  the  history  of  science. 
Having  removed  to  Slotigh,  he  commenced  the 
erection  of  a telescope  of  yet  larger  dimensions  than 
any  before  attempted,  which  he  completed  in  1787, 
and,  aided  by  this  stupendous  in.strument,  and  by 
others  of  hardly  inferior  power,  extended  his  re- 
searches to  every  part  of  the  Heavens,  penetrating 
into  regions  of  space  of  a remoteness  el  ding 
calculation,  and  developing  views  of  the  construc- 
tion of  our  own  system,  and  the  universe,  of  a dar- 
ing sublimity,  hardly  more  suprising  than  the  strict- 
ness of  the  induction  on  which  they  rest, 

“In  these  observations,  and  the  laborious  calcu- 
iations  into  which  they  led,  he  was  assisted  through, 
out  by  his  excellent  sister.  Miss  Caroline  Herschel, 
whose  indefatigable  and  unhesitating  devotion,  in 
the  performance  of  a task  usually  deemed  incom- 
patible with  female  habits,  surpasses  all  eulogium. 
It  is  not  our  task  to  trace  the  progress  of  these 
discoveries,  which  w-ere  communicated  as  they 
arose  to  the  royal  society,  and  form  an  important 
part  of  the  published  transactions  of  that  learned 
body  from  the  year  1782  to  1818. 

“In  17 — he  married  Mary,  widow  of  the  late  John 
Pitt,  esq.  and  the  accession  of  domestic  happiness 
he  experienced  from  this  union,  while  it  testified 
the  justice  of  his  choice,  contributed  powerfully 
to  cherish  that  calm  tranquility  of  mind  which  is  the 
native  element  of  contemplative  philosophy,  and 
the  soil  from  which  its  shoots  rise  most  vigorous 
^nd  most  secure. 

“In  1816,  his  present  majesty  was  graciously 
pleased  to  confer  on  him  the  decorations  of  the 
Cuelphic  order  of  Knighthood.  His  astronomical 
observations  were  continued  to  within  a few  years 
of  his  death;  till  his  declining  strength,  no  longer 
keeping  pace  with  the  activity  of  his  mind,  he 
sunk  at.  length,  full  of  years  and  glory,  amdist  the 


ap;;la*isc  of  th  . world,  and,  what  was  far  dearer  U» 
liim,  tlie  veneration  of  his  family,  and  the  esteem 
and  love  of  all  who  knew  him.” 

Sir  William  Herschel  has  left  one  son,  who,  with 
liis  father’s  name,  inherits  his  distinguished  talents. 


Mexican  Coinai^e. 

FUO>I  tHK  N-VnOXAL  (iAZKTTE. 


Amoutof^oZd  and  silver  extracted  from  the  mines 
of  Mexico,  and  coined  at  Mexico,  from  1690  to 
l803,  inclusive.  - Humboldt, 


Years. 

V^alue  in  dolls. 

Years. 

Value  in  dolls. 

1690 

5,285,580 

1747 

12,002,000 

1691 

6,213,709 

1748 

11,628,000 

1692 

5,252,729 

1749 

11,823,500 

1693 

2,802,378 

1750 

13,209,000 

1694 

5,840,529 

1751 

12,631,000 

1695 

4,001,293 

1752 

13,627,500 

1696 

3,190,618 

1753 

1 1,. 594, 000 

1697 

4,459,947 

1754 

11,594,000 

1698 

3,319,765 

1755 

12,486  500 

1699 

3,504,787 

1756 

12,299,500 

1700 

3,379,122 

1757 

12,529,000 

1701 

4,019,093 

1758 

12,757,594 

1702 

5,022,550 

1759 

13,022,000 

1703 

6,079,254 

1760 

11,963,000 

1704 

5,627,027 

1761 

11,731,000 

1705 

4,757,175 

1762 

10,114,492 

1706 

6,172,0.37 

1763 

11,775,041 

1707 

5,735,632 

1764 

9,792,575 

170B 

5,735.601 

1765 

11,604,845 

1709  ' 

5,214,143 

1766 

11,210,050 

1710 

6,710,587 

1767 

10,415,116 

1711 

5,666,085 

1768 

12,278,957 

1712 

6,613,425 

1769 

11,938,784 

1713 

6.487,872 

1770 

13,926,320 

1714 

6,220,822 

1771 

13,803,196 

1715 

6,368,918 

1772 

16,971.857 

1716 

6,496,288 

1773 

18,932,766 

1717 

6,750,734 

1774 

12,892,074 

1718 

7,173,590 

1775 

14,245,286 

1719 

7,258,706 

1776 

16,453,282 

1720 

' 7,874.323 

1777 

21,600,020 

1721 

9.460,734 

1778 

16,911,462 

1722 

8,324,432 

1779 

19,435,457 

1723 

8,107,348 

1780 

17,514,263 

1724 

7,872,822 

1781 

20,335,842 

1725 

7,370,815 

1782 

17,581,490 

1726 

8,466,146 

1783 

23,716,657 

1727 

8,133,088 

1784 

21,037,374 

1728 

9,228,545 

1785 

18,575,208 

1729 

8,814,970 

1786 

17,257,104 

1730 

9,745,870 

1787 

16,110,340 

1731 

8,439,871 

1788 

20,146,365 

1732 

8,726,465 

1789 

21,229,911 

1733 

10,009,795 

1790 

18,063,688 

1734 

8,506,553 

1791 

21,121,713 

1735 

7,992,001 

1792 

24,195,041 

1736 

11,016,000 

1793 

24,312,94-2 

1737 

8,122,140 

1794 

22,011,031 

1738 

9,490,250 

1795 

24.593,481 

1739 

8,550,785 

1796 

25,644,566 

1740 

9,556,040 

1797 

25,080,038 

1741 

8,663,000 

1798 

24,004,598 

1742 

16.677,000 

1799 

22,053,125 

1743 

9,384,000 

1800 

18,685,674 

1744 

10,285,000 

ISO! 

16,568,000 

1745 

10,327,500 

1802 

18,798,600 

1746 

11,501,000 

1803 

23,166,906 

Total 

of  gold  and  silver  from 

1690,  to  1803 

1,353,452,020  dolls. = 284,224,924/.  sterling — silver> 
drawn  from  the  mines  of  Mexico  from  1699  to  ISQO, 


14-9,350,271  marks=98,008,2121bs.  troy. 
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Account  of  tlie  Coinage  in  the  mint  of  Mexico, 
from  the  year  1802  to  1821,  inclusive.  Furnished 
by  don  Jose  Mariana  Pavia,  July  15,  1822. 

Years.  Gold. 

1 802  839,122 

1803  646.050 

1804  ' 959,030 

1805  1,569,814 

3806  1.352,348 

1807  1,512,266 

1808  1,182,516 

1809  1464,818 

1810  1,095.504 

1811  1,085,363 

1812  381,646 

1813  

1814  618,069 

1815  486,464 

1816  960,393 

1817  854.942 

1818  533,921 

1819  539,377 

1820  509,076 

1821  303.504 


Tot.  S16, 684, 223  ^286,292, 811  5|  §342,893  3 
Statement  of  the  gross  amount  of  tythes  of  the 
holy  Metropolitan  church  of  Mexico,  with  the  ex* 

penses  of  collection  and  administration the 

gross  amount  of  receipts,  and  the  partition  of  it 
lor  one  common  of  five  current  years,  viz:  1783  a 
1799. 

HKCEIPTS. 

Balance  remaining  due  the  year  antece- 
dent with  th.e  expense  of  collection  204,103  5.9 
Gross  amount  of  tythes  490,441  4.9 

Balances  due  from  preceding  years  54,227  4.3 

§748,772  6.9 

T.:<pEN8i:.s. 

Expenses  of  collection  97,438  3.5 

Incidental  expenses  12,955  0.0 

I'"iXpenses  on  wool  handed 
over  from  this  to  other 
churches  1,447  6.5 

1)0.  in  old  balances  6,809  4 4 

T)o.  on  sugar  40  0.0 

Balance  on  hand  and  due  209,971  7.5 

328,642  3.7 

Amount  divisible  §420,130  3.2 

msTnir.trxTON. 
rch  bishop* s Fo  u rt Ji  s . 

To  his  excellency  the  archbishop,  for 
his  fourth,  the  expenses  appertaining 
to  it  included  105,032  4.9 

Royal  JVinths, 

To  the  two  royal  ninths  46,681  3.2 

Fabrica  Church  Fund. 

To  the  fund  for  U\e  repairs  of  churches, 

3-18ths,  the  incidental  expenses  in- 
cluded 35,010  6.9 

Hospital 

To  the  hospital  del  Amor  de  Dios  and 
that  of  “Queretaro,”  their  3-18ths, 
expenses  included  35,010  6.9 

JMesa  Capitular. 

To  the  table  of  the  chapter  for 
its  fourth  8c  4-9ths,  inciden- 
tal expenses  included,  174,152  6.8 

Vacantes  menores  24,242  1.1 

198,594  7.9 


§420,132  3.2 


Silver. 
17,959,477 
22,520,856 
26,130,971 
25,806,074 
23.383,672 
20,502,433 
20  703.984 
24,708,164 
17,950,684 
8,956,433 
4.027,620 
6.133,983 
6,902,481 
6,454,799 
8,315,616 
7,994,951 
10,852,367 
11,491,138 
9,897.078 
5,600.022 


3-^ 

H 

Oi 

6 

0 

7h 

5 

1 

H 


Copper. 


103,555  0 
101,356  5 
125,281  6 


12,700  0 


Allo-wance  made  to  the  Indhnduals  of  the  »Mesa  Crr- 
pitular^*  at  the  same  time. 

To  the  dean,  including  the  “anniversa- 


nos 

To  each  of  the  four  dignitaries. 
To  each  of  the  five  canons. 

To  each  of  the  six  pr  bendaries. 
To  each  of  the  six  half  do. 


§13,751  0.5 
11,570  7.2 
8,903  5.5 
6,230  3.9 
3,115  1.9 


llomaa  Catholic  Church. 

A new  periodical  publication  has  been  just  issued 
at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  which  presents  a 
new  feature  in  the  passing  history,  it  is  entitled  the 
“United  States  Catholic  Miscellany,”  and  is  to  be 
issued  periodically:  the  first  numb£r  appeared  on 
the  5th  of  June.  The  editor  says — 

“We  beg  to  inform  those  who  may  read  tliis  ar- 
ticle, that  we  are  most  anxious  to  obtain  the  fullest 
and  most  minute  accounts  of  the  venerable  father 
of  this  church,  the  late  archbishop  Carroll.  His 
memory  is  so  deservedly  esteemed,  that  we  are 
eager  to  render  it  what  justice  we  canx  and  are 
convinced  that  our  readers  will  be  pleased  at  re- 
ceiving many  traits  of  the  good  man’s  character,  in 
the  relation  of  many  facts  of  his  useful  life  and  va- 
luable ministry. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  present  order  cf 
things,  there  were,  in  these  states,  very  few  Bo- 
man  Catholic  clergymen,  residing  principally  in 
Philadelphia  and  Maryland.  There  was  then  no 
bishop.  In  the  year  1790  the  right,  rev.  John  Carroll 
was  appointed  and  consecrated  bishop  of  Baltimore, 
and  had  the  jurisdiction  throughout  the  union.  In 
1808,  the  increase  of  Roman  Catholics,  and  of 
churcheR,  was  so  great  as  to  require  the  erection  of 
new  sees  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and 
Bardstown;  and  in  1820,  Richmond  and  Charleston 
were  crejited  - and  last  year  a new  see  was  created 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  One  or  two  more  are  likely  to 
be  soon  added  at  this  side  of  the  Mississippi.  New 
Orleans  had  been  for  many  years  successively  un- 
der the  French  and  SpanisI),  and  having  been  ceded 
to  this  union,  and  therefore  having  acquired  sta- 
bility and  permanence,  the  ecclesiastical  govern- 
ment was  also  permanently  regular,  and  a bisho{> 
consecrated  therefor.  He  spends  a considerable 
portion  of  his  time  at  St.  Louis  in  the  Missouri,  but, 
from  the  extent  of  his  diocese,  and  the  increa.sing 
number  of  his  flock,  division  of  diocesses  must  alsa, 
ere  long,  take  place  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
states. 

Thus,  notwithstanding  numberless  obstacles, 
many  of  them  of  the  most  appalling  nature,  and 
many  of  whicli  still  remain  to  be  overcome,  within 
the  space  of  about  32  years,  there  has  risen  up  in 
thi.s  union  a Catholic  hierarchy,  consisting  of  an 
archbishop  and  seven  suffragans  and  one  coadjutor, 
together  with  a bishop  of  an  exempt  jurisdiction. 

I'he  names  and  titles,  and  places  of  residence  of 
those  prelates,  are  as  follows: 

Archbishop  of  Baltimore — most  rev.  Ambrose 
Mareschal,  Baltimore. 

1.  Bishop  of  Boston-right  rev.  John  Chevenis, 
Boston. 

2.  Bishop  of  Bardstown— right  rev.  Benjamin  J. 
Clagget,  Bardstown,  Kentucky. 

3.  Bishop  of  New  York — right  rev.  John  Conolly, 
N.  York. 

4.  Bishop  of  Philadelplila — right  rev,  Henry  Con- 
well,  Philadelphia. 

5.  Bishop  of  Kicltmond — right  rev,  Patrick  Ket];A 
Norfolk, 
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6.  Bishop  of  Charleston— right  rev.  John  Eng- 
fancl,  Charleston. 

7.  Bishop  of  Cincinnati— right  rev.  Edwrrd  Fen- 
wick. 

Coadjutor  to  bishop  of  liardstown — right  rev. 
David. 

Kxe.iipt  bishop  of  New  Orleans— right  rev.  Wil- 
liam Dubourg,  New  Orleans  and  St.  Louis.” 


Trn.dc  to  thcN.  SV.  Coast. 

From  (f.e  Xorth  American  Review. 

' A short  account  of  this  trade,  and  a sketch  of  its 
present  state,  may  assist  our  readers  in  forming 
some  estimate  of  the  importance  of  this  subject  to 
ifie  United  States,  merely  in  a commercial  view, 
ami  independent  of  any  question  of  territorial  rights 
which  it  may  be  thought  to  involve.  The  third 
voy.ige  of  Cook  having  made  us  acquainted  with 
countries  of  which  little  was  before  known,  several 
enterprising  individuals,  allured  by  the  prospect  ot 
a profitable  traffic  with  the  natives,  engaged  in 
'Voyages  to  the  northwest  coa.st  as  early  as  1784, 
Tlie  citizens  of  the  United  States,  then  just  reco- 
vering from  the  entire  prostration  of  their  com- 
merce by  the  revolutionary  war,  and  possessing 
more  enterprise  than  capital,  were  not  slow  in  per- 
ceiving the  benefits  likely  to  result  from  the  parti- 
cipation in  a branch  of  trade  where  industry  and 
perseverance  could  be  substituted  for  capital.  In 
1787,  two  vessels  were  fitted  out  in  the  port  of  Bos- 
ton, the  Columbia,  of  three  hundred  tons,  and  the 
^Vashington,  of  one  hundred  tons  burtlien,.  the  for- 
mer commanded  by  Mr.  John  Kendrick,  the  latter 
by  Mr.  Robert  Grev,  since  known  as  t!ie  first  navi- 
gator who  entered  the  river  Columbia.  Other  ves- 
s'els  followed  shortly  after,  and  tliose  entrusted  w itli 
the  management  of  those  voyages  soon  acquired 
the  necessary  local  knowledge  to  insure  a success- 
ful competition  witii  tl'.e  traders  of  other  uations, 
(mostly  English),  who  lud  preceded  them.  The 
Lubits  and  ordinary  pursuits  of  the  New-Englanders 
qualified  lliem  in  a peculiar  manner  for  carrying  on 
Ibis  trade,  imd  the  embarrassed  state  of  Europe, 
coinbintd  with  other  circiimslances,  gave  them,  in 
The  course  of  a few  years,  almost  a m’onopoly  of  the 
li.ost  lucrative  part  of  it. 

In  1801,  which  was,  perhaps,  the  most  flourish- 
ihg  period  of  the  trade,  tliere  were  si-xteen  sliips 
on  Uie  the  northwest  coast,  fifteen  of  whicli  were 
Americans,  and  one  English.  Upwards  of  eighteen 
tliou^-uid  sea  otter  skins,  besides  other  furs,  were 
collected  for  the  China  oiarktt  in  that  year,  by  the 
.\inorican  vessels  alone.  Since  that  time  the  trade 
has  declined,  the  sea  otter  having  become  scarce,  in 
consequence  of  the  impolitic  system  pursued  by  the 
Russians,  as  well  as  by  the  natives,  who  destroy  in 
discriminately  the  old  and  the  young  of  this  animal, 
\\  hich  will,  probably,  in  a tew  years,  be  as  rarely 
met  svith  on  the  coast  of  .\mcrica,  as  it  is  now  on 
that  of  Kamtschatkaandamongthe  Aleutian  islands, 
where  they  abounded  when  first  discovered  by  the 
Russians.  There  are  at  the  present  time  absent 
from  the  United  Stales  fourteen  vessels  engaged  in 
this  trade,  combined  with  that  to  the  Sandwich 
islundf,  which,  for  several  years  past,  has  been  car- 
ried  on  to  a con.siderable  extent  in  sandal  wood. 
These  vessels  are  from  two  to  four  hundred  tons 
bunhen,  and  carry  from  twenty  five  to  thirty  men 
eacii,  and  they  are  usually  about  three  years  in  com- 
pleting a voyage.  After  exchanging  with  the  na- 
tives of  the  coast  for  furs,  such  part  of  their  car- 
goes as  is  adapted  to  the  wants  or  suited  to  the  fan- 
''y  of  these  people,  they  return  to  the  Sirndwibh 


islands,  where  a cargo  of  sandal  wood  is  prepared, 
with  which,  and  their  furs,  they  proceed  to  Canton, 
and  return  to  the  United  States  with  cargoes  of 
tea,  &c.  The  value  at  Canton  of  the  furs,  sandal 
wood,  and  other  articles,  carried  thither  the  last 
season,  by  American  vessels  engaged  in  the  trade, 
was  little  short  of  half  a million  of  dollars.  When 
it  is  considered  that  a comparatively  small  capital 
is  originally  embarked;  that  a great  part  of  the  va- 
lue arises  from  the  employment  of  so  much  ton- 
nage, and  so  many  men,  for  the  long  time  necessa- 
ry to  perform  a voyage;  and  that  government  final-, 
ly  derives  a revenue  from  that  portion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds  which  is  brought  home  in  teas,  equal,  at 
least,  to  the  amount  invested  at  Canton,  we  believe 
this  trade  will  be  thought  too  valuable  to  be  quietly 
relinquished. 


llights  of  Nations  upon  the  Seas.  ’ 

rnOM  THE  freeman’s  journal. 

1.  A nation  may  occupy  and  extend  its  dominiou 
on  the  sea,  beyond  the  immediate  vicinity  of  its 
own  jiarticular  coast,  either  in  rivers,  lakes,  bays, 
straits,  or  the  ocean;  and  such  dominion  may,  if  the 
national  security  requiriJ  it,  be  maintained  by  a 
fleet  of  armed  vessels.  The  empire  of  a nation  on 
the  seas  may  extend  as  far  as  it  has  been  acknow- 
ledged to  extend,  by  the  consent  of  other  nations, 
and  beyond  the  boundary  of  its  property.  It  re- 
mains then  to  be  considered,  whether  Or  not  there 
are  such  extended  limits  on  tiie  European  seas,  ac- 
knowledged to  be  the  property,  or  under  the  do- 
minion of  particular  nations.  Among  the  bays,, 
straits,  and  gulfs,  there  are  some  which  are  gene- 
rally acknow  ledged  to  be  iree;  there  are  others 
whicli  are  looked  upon  as  under  the  dominion,  and 
in  part,  even  the  property  of  the  masters  of  t!ie 
coast;  and  there  are  others  the  property  and  dumi- 
nion  of  which  are  still  in  dispute. 

2.  (I)  The  following  are  acknowledged  as  free. 
The  Spanish  sea,  the  Aquitain  sea,  the  North  sea, 
the  White  sea,  the  Mediterranean  sea,  the  straits 
of  Gibraltar.  (2).  'I'he  three  straits  between  Den- 
mark and  Sweden  are  under  the  dominiwn,  and  arc 
looked  upon  as  the  property,  of  the  king  of  Den- 
mark; St.  George’s  channel,  between  Scotland  and 
Ireland,  is  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain; 
the  straits  of  Sicily  are  under  the  dominion  of  the 
king  of  Sicily;  the  gulf  of  Bothnia  is  under  the  do- 
minion of  the  king  of  Sweden;  the  Black  sea,  the 
^Egean  sea,  the  Bosphorus  of  Thrace,  the  I’ropon- 
tis,  and  the  Hellespont,  are,  witli  the  exception  of 
the  Greek  innovation,  all  under  the  dominion  of 
the  Turkish  emperor.  (3).  Other  nations  dispute 
with  England  her  claim  to  the  dominion,  and,  in 
part,  to  the  propei’ty,  of  the  four  seas  that  sur- 
round her,  particularly  tlie  British  channel,  and  the 
straits  of  Dover.  'I'hey  dispute  wdth  tlie  republic 
of  Venice  her  claim  to  the  dominion  over  the  Ad- 
riatic; and  with  Genoa,  her  claim  to  the  dominion 
over  the  I.igustic  sqa.  More  than  one  dispute 
has  arisen  concerning  the  dominion  over  the  Bal- 
tic. 

3.  With  respect  to  the  vast  ocean,  and  the  four 
great  aeas  that  compose  xXyJirst^  the  uncommon  ex- 
tent of  each  of  these  seas,  and  particularly  that  of 
the  Indian  sea,  about  which  the  greatest  disputes 
have  arisen,  renders  it  not  only  extremely  difficult 
to  occupy,  but  puts  it  absolutely  out  of  the  power 
of  any  of  the  states  of  Europe  to  maintain  and  de- 
fend the  possession  of  it.  And  even  if  this  could 
be  done,  the  want  of  a justificatory  reason  for  keep- 
ing such  posse'isipn  would  render  it  unlawful;  N^i- 


NILES’  IvKGiSTElv— NOVEIVIBER  9,  iS/l:;:— THE  TREAD  MILL. 


loS 


iher  the  rig'ht  of  discovery,  nor  the  donation  of  the 
}Ioly  Fachevy  nor  prescriptions  have  been  able  to 
exclude  other  nations  from  that  possession  in  com- 
mon which  ought  to  be  preserved.  The  sole  doini- 
nion  must  exist  in  the  theory;  but  it  has  never  been 
acknowledged  by  the  nations  of  Europe  to  belong 
to  any  one  of  them.  The  ocean,  then,  is  free;  and, 
surely,  it  ought  to  be  so.  After  the  vain  preten 
sions  and  contestations  of  the  Portuguese  on  the 
subject,  during  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  cen- 
turies, all  the  powers  of  Europe  now  acknowledge 
the  ocean  and  the  Indian  sea  to  be  exempt  from  all 
property  and  dominion,  and  to  be  the  common  pos- 
session of  all  nations.  A nation  may,  however,  re- 
nounce the  liberty  of  navigating  in  the  Indian  or 
any  other  sea. 

4.  Riv:  rs  and  lakes  are  useful  for  navigation  or 
for  fishing,  or  for  other  emoluments  arising  from 
their  possession;  and,  therefore,  the  powers  that 
are  masters  of  the  banks  have  a right  to  appropri- 
,ate  the  use  of  thena  exclusively  to  themselves.  In 
general  they  do  forbid  foreigners  to  fish  on  them; 
but,  with  respect  to  navigation,  as  such  a prohibi- 
tion would  produce  retaliation,  and  as  it  is  contrary 
to  the  commercial  liberty  generally  introduced, 
foreigners  are  now  permitted,  in  time  of  peace,  to 
navigate  freely  and  without  restraints.  This  liberty 
is  founded,  m part,  on  treaties,  but,  in  some  demi- 
sovereign  states,  on  law.  But  in  every  case  where 
it  is  only  faanded  upon  custom,  that  custom  does 
not  hinder  a nation  -Vom  making  whatever  regula- 
tions and  restrictions  it  pleases,  or  from  exercising 
over  such  parts  of  its  territories  all  the  rights  of 
sovereign  dominion. 

5.  The  sea  surrounding  the  coast,  as  well  as  those 

parts  of  it  which  are  land-locked,  such  as  the  roads, 
little  bays,  &c.  as  well  as  those  which  are  situated 
v^ithin  cannon  shot  of  the  sliores,  (that  is,  within 
the  distance  of  three  leagues),  are  so  entirely  the 
property,  and  subject  to  the  dominion,  of  the  mas- 
ter of  the  coast,  that.  Firsts  he  has  the  exclusive 
right  to  all  the  produce  of  it,  whether  ordinary  or 
accidental,  as  far  as  relates  to  things  unclaimed  by 
any  other  lawful  proprietor:  Secondy  he  can  forbid 
or  restrain  the  navigation  of  foreigners  in  his  roads, 
and  their  entry  into  his  ports.  Yet,  in  time  of  peace, 
this  liberty  is  generally  permitted  to  merchant  ships, 
and  even  to  ships  of  war,  to  a certain  number: — 
Third,  he  has  a right  to  impose  duties,  tonnage, 
fees  of  entry,  of  clearance,  &c.  and  he  can  institute 
tolls  for  the  benefit  ol‘  his  navigation:  Fourth,  he 

may  require  the  maritim:;  honors  that  custom  al- 
lows to  those  who  have  dominion  over  any  part  of 
the  seas.  In  short,  the  parts  of  the  sea  surround- 
ing the  coast,  ought  to  be  looked  upon  as  forming 
a part  of  the  territoiy  of  the  sovereign  who  is  mas- 
ter of  the  shore. 

6.  The  master  of  the  shore  cannot  be  said  to  have 
a right  to  appropriate  to  his  own  use  the  v/reck 
of  any  foreign  vessel  cast  away  on  his  coast,  nor  the 
goods,  &c.  that,  in  a moment  of  danger,  have  been 
thrown  overboard.  This  {)retencled  strand  right, 
contrary,  most  certainly,  to  the  laws  of  nature  as 
well  as  those  of  humanity,  was  formerly  exercised 
pretty  generally  in  Europe.  It  has  been  restrained, 
from  time  to  time,  particularly  since  the  thirteenth 
century,  by  privileges,  laws,  and  a number  of  trea- 
ties; so  that  it  may  now  be  considered  as  generally 
abolished  throughput  Europe.  If  there  still  remain 
some  relics  of  it  in  a few  places,  it  is  against  such 
place  only  that  it  is  made  use  of  by  way  of  retalia- 
tion. 

7.  The  rights  exercised  on  the  sea  near  the  coast, 
are  exercised  also  in  those  straits  which  are  not 


wider  than  two  cannon  shots.  It  is  for  this  reason 
that  the  king  ol  Denmark,  by  possessing  the  pro- 
perty and  dominion  of  the  navigable  part  of  the 
sound,  claims,  not  only  those  maritime  honors  d»ie 
to  him  as  sovereign,  but  certain  tolls  or  rates  for 
the  liberty  of  passing.  This  payment  is  now  fixed 
by  his  treaties  with  other  nations. 

8.  With  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  rights  exer- 
cised on  ihe  seas  adjacent  to  landed  territory  of 
particularly  states:  First.  Tlie  'furkisb  emperor  has 
hitherto  exercised  his  right  of  proprietor  and  sove- 
reign of  the  Black  sea  in  such  a manner  as  not  to 
permit  even  the  entry  or  navigation  of  it  to  any 
nation  whatever,  unless  he  has  granted  it  by  treaty. 
Should  the  Greeks  become  masters  of  the  coast  in 
their  present  struggle  for  independence,  they  will, 
no  doubt,  augment  the  privileges,  as  well  to  this 
country  as  to  the  friendly  European  powers.  Second. 
Denmark,  wishing  to  extend  her  e.mpire  and  rights 
of  proprietor  over  the  seas  adjacent  to  Iceland  and 
Greenland,  to  the  space  of  four  miles  from  Iceland, 
fifteen  miles  from  Greenland,  claims  the  right  of 
excluding  foreigners  from  fishing,  and  even  itavi- 
gating  in  that  space.  But  this  is  disputed  by  many 
nations,  and  particularly  by  the  United  Provinces, 
in  what  concerns  the  right  of  fishing.  Third.  Great 
Britain,  claiming  the  property  and  empire  f cer- 
tain parts  of  the  four  seas  that  surround  her,  em- 
pire over  more  distant  parts,  and  nriaritime  honors 
on  all  the  seas,  has  very  often  had  contesta’.ions 
with  foreign  nations,  who,  on  their  part,  except 
bound  by  ti’eaties,  have  never  yielded  Imr  any  more 
than  what  belongs  to  every  master  of  the  shore. 
Fourth.  The  republic  of  Venice  claims  empire,  and 
particularly  maritime  honors,  on  the  Adriatic;  but 
the  neighboring  states  dispute  them  with  her,  and 
recently  she  has  not  been  in  a situation  to  maintain 
this  pretended  right.  An  annual  ceremorv  is  of 
little  use  towards  it.  Fifth.  Genoa  has  no  longer  a 
naval  force  respectable  enough  to  claim,  with  ef- 
fect, the  maritime  honors  which  she  pretends  to  be 
entitled  to  on  iheLigustic  sea.  Sixth  After  many 
disputes  with  respect  to  the  empire  of  tlie  Baltic, 
and  particularly  with  respect  to  the  honors  of  the 
flag,  some  of  the  states  situated  on  the  shci'es,  have 
agreed  to  yield  these  honors  in  certain  tlistricts, 
and  to  admit  tliem  reciprocally  in  otliers. 

9.  The  maritime  honors,  about  which  there  have 
been  so  many  disputes,  and  which  have  often  led 
to  violent  acts,  and  even  to  war,  consist:  First.  In 
saluting  with  cannon,-  and,  on  tliis  point,  it  is  to  be 
determined  who  shall  salute  first,  at  wliat  distance 
the  salute  shall  be  given,  with  how  many  guns,  and 
if  the  salute  shall  be  returned  gun  for  gun.  Second. 
In  saluting  with  the  fag  or  vvitli  the  pendant,-  and 
here  it  is  to  be  fixetl  whether  it  shall  be  furled  up, 
lowered,  or  hauled  quite  down.  Third.  In  saluting 
with  thesaiis,  by  lowering  or  hauling  down  thefore- 
top-sail.  This  lust  way  of  saluting  is  usually  made 
use  of  by  merchantmen,  but  ve.ssels  of  war  some- 
times use  it  also. 

30.  Merchant  ships,  even  when  they  are  armed, 
are  obliged  to  salute  all  vessels  of  war,  fortresses, 
and  ports,  as  well  with  their  cannon  ^as  with  their 
merchant  flag  and  their  sails.  ArcANUS. 


The  Tread  Mill. 

A London  paper  gives  us  the  follo  wing  descriptioa 
of  the  “tread  mill,”  recommended  by  the  society 
for  the  improvement  of  prison  discipline.  Its 
introduction  is  said  already  to  have  had  a most 
salutary  efiect  on  vagrants  and  rogues.  We  can- 
not apprehend  any  tbin^  more  irksome  than  this 
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Rind  of  labor— disgusting  from  its  sameness,  ex- 
cessively fatiguing,  and  seemingly  witliout  ob- 
iectorend. 

rhe  attention  of  the  society  for  the  improvement 
of  prison  discipline  has  long  been  devoted  to  the 
adoption  of  some  plan  for  the  elfectual  employment 
of  prisoners.  All  attempts  of  this  nature  have  here- 
tofore been  attended  with  considerable  difficulty, 
but  it  IS  cor.tidently  anticipated  tliat  this  invention 
will  not  only  aHord  suitable  employment,  but  act 
as  a species  of  preventive  punishment.  Although 
but  very  recently  introduced  into  practice,  the  ef- 
fects of  its  discipline  have,  in  ev^ry  instance,  prov- 
ed highly  useful  in  decreasing  the  number  of  com- 
initmentfi;  as  many  prisoners  have  been  known  to 
declare  that  they  would  sooner  undergo  any  species 
of  fatigue,  or  sufitr  any  deprivation,  than  return 
to  the  house  of  correction,  when  once  released. 

'Hiis  wheel  is  exactly  similar  to  a common  water 
wheel;  the  tread  boards  upon  its  circumference  are. 
however,  of  considerable  length,  so  as  to  allow  suffi-  j 
cient  standing  room  for  a row  of  from  10  to  20  per- 
sons upon  the  wheel.*  Their  weight,  the  lirst 
moving  of  the  machine,  produces  the  greatest  ef- 
fect when  applied  upon  the  circumlerence  of  the 
wheel  at  or  near  tlie  level  of  its  axle;  to  secure, 
therefore.  Inis  mechanical  advantage,  a skreen  of 
boards  is  fixed  up  in  an  inclined  poMtion  above  the 
wheel,  in  order  to  prevent  the  prisoners  from 
climbing  or  stepping  up  higher  tliun  the  level  re 
quired.  A hand  rail  is  fixed  upon  this  skreen,  by 
liolding  which  they  retain  their  right  position  upon 
the  revolving  wheel. 

lly  means  of  steps,  the  gangof  prisoners  ascend 
at  one  end,  and  vvhen  the  rcciuisile  number  range 
themselves  upon  the  wheel,  it  commences  its  revo 
Iiition.  Theellbrt,  then,  to  every  indivitlual,  is  sim- 
ply that  of  ascending  an  endless  flight  of  steps, 
their  combined  weight  acting  upon  every  succcs- 
aive  stepping  board,  precisely  as  a stream  of  water 
upon  the  floating  boards  of  a water  wheel. 

During  this  operation,  each  prisoner  gradually 
advances  from  the  end  at  wliich  he  mounted  towards 
the  opposite  end  of  the  wheel,  from  whence  the 
last  man  taking  his  turn,  descends  for  rest,  another 
prisoner  immediately  mouriting  as  before  to  fill  up 
the  number  required  without  stopping  the  ma- 
chine. 'I  he  interval  of  res!  may  then  be  portion- 
ed to  each  man  by  regulating  the  number  of  those 
required  to  work  the  wheel  with  tlie  whole  num- 
ber of  the  gang:  thus,  if  twenty  out  of  twenty  four 
obliged  to  be  upon  the  wheel,  it  will  give  to 
each  man  intervals  of  rest  amounting  to  twelve 
rnimites  in  every  hour  of  labor.  Again,  by  varying 
the  number  of  men  upon  the  wheel,  or  the  work 
inside  the  mill,  so  as  to  increase  or  diminish  its  ve- 
locity, the  degree  of  hard  labor  or  exercise  to  the 
prisoner  may  also  be  regulated.  At  ilrixton  the 
diameter  cf  the  wheel  being  five  feet,  and  revolving 
twice  a niiiuite,  the  space  stepped  over  by  each 
mail  is  2,193  feet,  or  73l  yards  per  hour. 

To  provide  regular  and  suitable  employment  for 
prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labor,  has  been  attend- 
ed with  considerable  difficulty  in  many  parts  of  the 
kingdom:  the  invention  of  this  discipline  mill  has 

*'riie  wheels  erected  at  the  house  cf  correction 
at  Cold  liuth  Fields  are  eacli  capaiile  of  containing 
forty  or  more  prlsonei.s,  and  the  joint  force  of  the 
prisoners  is  expended  in  giving  motion  to  a regulat 
ing  fiy,  v.hich,  by  expanding  of  itself  in  proportion 
to  tlie  power,  will  ketp  any  number  of  men,  from 
•twenty  to  three  hundred  anti  twenfy,  at  fhe  same 
degree  of  hard  hbor. 


removed  the  difficulty,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped 
that,  as  its  advantages  and  effects  become  better 
known,  the  introduction  of  the  mill  will  become 
universal  in  houses  of  correction.  As  a species  oJf 
prison  labor,  it  is  remarkable  lor  its  simpheity.  It 
requires  no  previous  instruction;  no  task  master  is 
necessary  to  watch  over  the  work  of  the  prisoners; 
neither  are  materials  or  instruments  put  into  their 
hands  that  are  liable  to  waste  or  misapplication,  or 
subject  to  wear  and  tear;  the  internal  machinery  d* 
the  mill  being  inaccessible  to  the  prisoners,  is  plac- 
ed under  the  management  of  skilful  and  proper 
persons,  one  or  two  at  most  being  required  to  at- 
tend a process  v/hich  keeps  in  stead) , constant  em- 
ployment  from  ten  to  two  hundred  or  more  prison- 
ers at  one  and  the  same  lime;  which  ran  be  sus. 
pended  and  renewed  as  often  as  the  regulations 
of  tlie  prison  renders  it  necessary,  and  which  im- 
poses equality  of  labor  on  every  individual  employ- 
ed, no  one  upon  the  wheel  being  able,  in  the  least 
degree,  to  avoid  his  proportion. 

'I'he  classification  of  the  prisoners  according  to 
oliences,  £cc.  may  he  adhered  to  in  the  adoption  of 
these  discipline  wheels;  the  same  wheel  or  the 
same  connected  shafts  can  be  easily  made  to  pass 
into  distinct  apartments,  in  which  the  several  classes 
may  work  in  separate  parties. 

As  the  mechanism  of  these  tread  mills  is  not  of 
a complicated  nature,  the  regular  employment  they 
afford  is  not  likely  to  be  frequently  suspended  for 
want  of  repairs  to  the  mac’iinery;  and  should  the 
supply  of  corn,  Ikc.  at  any  time  fall  off,  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary that  the  labor  of  the  prisoners  should  be 
suspended,  nor  can  they  be  aware  of  the  circum- 
stance; the  supply  of  hard  labor  may,  therefore,  be 
considered  as  alniost  unfailing. 


Old  Times. 

riiOM  THE  nkwrcuvpout  hehald. 

Tlie  subsequenl  extracts  from  Wintlirop’s  .Tour- 
nal,  a book  which  gives  a minute  account  of  the 
history  of  the  first  years  of  the  colony  of  Massa- 
chusetts, may  perhaps  afford  our  readers  as  much 
amusement,  and  certainly  as  much  instruction,  as 
the  ordinary  chapter  of  accidents,  with  which  we 
are  too  often  compelled  to  supply  our  columns. 

1631. — “At  a court,  one  Josias  IMa)  stone  and  two 
of  his  servants  were  censured  for  stealing  com 
from  Chickatabot,  and  two  of  his  men,  who  were 
present;  the  master  to  restore  two  fold  and  to  be 
degraded  from  the  title  of  a gentleman  and  fined 
51.  and  his  men  to  be  whipped.’*— p.  29. 

1634.  (Nov.  24). — “About  the  same  time  o/re 

was  21  days  upon  Plumb  (so  spelt  in  the 

book)  Island,  and  found  by  chance  frozen  in  the 
snow,  yet  alive  and  did  well.  He  had  been  mis- 
sing 20  days;  and  himself  said  he  h.ad  no  food  all  that 
time.” — p.  77. 

1635.  — “At  this  court  brass  farthings  were  for- 
bidden, and  musket  bullets  made  to  pass  for  far- 
things.”— p.  bO. 

1637. — “Being  about  full  moon,  about  10  of  the 
clock  in  the  evening,  in  a clear  sky,  a perfect 
moon  was  seen  aliout  a slight  shot  northerly  from 
the  true  mcon.  It  was  seen  to  about  half  an  hour, 
and  then  vanished  with  dim  flashings.  It  was  more 
dim  tlian  the  true  moon.” — p.  124. 

1637. — “ I'liere  wa.s  an  old  woman,  in  Ip«wich« 
who  came  oat  of  Kngland  blind  and  deaf,  yet  her 
son  could  make  lier  understand  any  thing  and  know 
any  man’s  name  by  her  sense  of  feeling.  He  could 
write  upon  l.er  iiand  some  letters  of  the  name,  and 
by  ether  sndi  inetions  wofHd  Inform  her.  This  the 
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governor  himself  (i.  e.  the  writer  of  this  account) 
had  tried  often  when  he  was  at  Ipswich.” — p.  135. 

1638.--“  I’his  was  a very  hard  winter.  The  snow 
lay  from  November  4th  to  March  23d  one  and  a 
half  yard  deep,  about  the  Massachusetts,  and  a yard 
deep  beyond  MeAimack,  and  so  the  more  north- 
ward, his  day  the  deeper.  (November  4th),  it  did 
not  snow  two  hours  together,  after  much  rain  from 
the  north  east,  with  flakes  as  big  as  a shilling.”— 
p.  154. 

1638. — “The  court  taking  into  consideration  the 
great  disorder  proceeding  through  the  country  in 
costliness  of  apparel  and  following  new  fasliions, 
sent  for  the  elders  of  the  churches,  and  conferred 
with  them  about  it,  and  laid  it  upon  them,  as  be- 
longing  to  them,  to  redress  it  by  urging  it  upon  the 
conscience  of  the  people,  which  they  promised  to 
do.  Hut  little  was  done  about  it,  for  divers  of  the 
elder’s  wives,  &c.  were  in  some  measure  partners 
in  this  general  disorder.” — p.  162. 

1638. — “Those  who  were  gone  with  Mrs.  Hutch- 
inson, fell  into  new  errors  daily.  One  Nic  Eason, 
a tanner,  taught  that  gifts  and  graces  were  that 
anti  christ  mentioned,  Thess.  ii.  2,  that  every  one  of 
the  elect  had  the  holy  ghost  and  also  the  devil  in 
dwelling.  Another,  one  Herne,  taught  that  women 
had  no  souls,  and  that  Adam  was  not  created  in 
true  holiness,  for  then  he  could  not  have  lost  it.” — 
p.  166. 

1638. — “The  devil  would  never  cease  to  disturb 
our  peace  and  to  raise  up  insurgents  one  after  ano- 
ther Amongst  the  rest  there  was  a woman  in  Sa- 
lem, one  Oliver  his  wife,  who  had  suflered  some- 
what in  England  for  refusing  to  bow  at  the  name 
of  .lesus,  though  otherwise  she  was  conformed  to  all 
their  orders.  She  was  for  ability  of  speech  and  ap- 
pearance of  zeal  and  devotion,  far  before  Mrs, 
Hutchinson,  and  so  the  fitter  instrument  to  have 
done  hurt,  but  that  she  was  poor  and  had  little  ac- 
quaintances. She  took  offence  at  this,  that  she 
might  not  be  admitted  to  the  Lord’s  supper  with- 
out giving  public  satisfaction  to  the  church  of  her 
faith,  &c.  and  covenanting  or  professing  to  walk 
with  them  according  to  the  rule  of  the  gospel,  so 

upon  the  sacrament  day  she  openly  cvllecl  for  it, 
and  stood  to  plead  her  right,  though  she  were 
denied,  and  would  not  forbear  before  the  magis 
trate,  Mr.  Endicott,  did  threaten  to  send  the  con- 
stable to  put  her  forth.  This  woman  was  brought 
to  the  court  for  disturbing  the  peace  in  the  church, 
and  there  she  gave  such  peremtory  answers  as  she 
was  committed  till  she  shmild  find  sui^ties  for  her 
good  behavior.  After  she  had  been  in  p??§on  three 

or  four  days,  she  sent to  the  governor  and 

submitted  herself,  and  acknowledged  her  fault  in 
disturbing  the  church;  whereupon  he  took  her 
husband’s  bond  for  her  good  behavior,  and  dis 
charged  her  out  of  prison;  but  he  found  after  that 
•she  still  held  her  former  opinions,  which  were  very 
dangerous — As  1.  That  the  church  is  the  head  of 
the  people,  both  magistrates  and  ministers  met  to 
gethef,  and  that  these  have  power  to  ordain  minis- 
ters,&c.  2.  That  all  who  dwell  in  the  same  town, 
and  will  profess  their  faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  ought  to 
be  received  to  the  sacrament  there,  and  that  she 
w’as  persuaded  that  if  Paul  were  at  Salem  he  would 
oall  all  the  inhabita,nts  their  saints.  3.  That  ex- 
communication is  no  otlier  but  where  Christians 
withdraw  private  communication  from  one  that 
both  hath  oflended. 

“About  five  years  after  this  Woman  was  adjudg- 
e-d  to  be  whipped  for  reproaching  the  magistrates. 


She  stood  without  tying,  and  bore  her  punishment 
with  a masculine  spirit,  glorying  in  her  suffering. 
But  after,  when  she  came  to  consider  the  reproach 
which  would  stick  by  her,  kc.  she  was  much  de- 
jected about  it.  She  had  a cleft  stick  on  her  tongue 
for  half  an  hour,  for  reproaching  the  elders.” — 
p.  166  and  167. 

1639.  — “At  the  general  court,  an  order  was  made 
to  abolish  that  vain  custom  of  drinking  one  to  ano- 
ther, and  that  upon  these  and  other  grounds;—!. 
It  was  a thing  of  no  good  use. — 2.  It  was  an  in- 
ducement to  (Irunkenness,  and  occasion  of  quarrel- 
ling and  bloodshed-  3.  It  occasioned  much  waste  of 
wine  and  beer.  4.  It  was  very  troublesome  to  many, 
especially  the  masters  and  mistresses  of  the  feast, 
who  were  forced  thereby  to  drink  more  often  than 
they  would.  Yet  divers,  even  godly  persons,  were 
loth  to  part  with  this  idle  ceremony.” — p.  195. 

1640.  — “One  of  the  ships  which  came  this  sum- 
mer, struck  upon  a whale  with  a full  gale,  which 
put  the  ship  a stays.  The  whale  struck  the  ship  on 
her  bow  with  her  tail  a little  above  water,  and 
broke  the  planks  and  six  timbers  and  the  beam, 
and  staved  two  hogsheads  of  vinegar.” — p.  205. 

1641.  — “At  the  court  of  assistants  one  Hugh  Bew- 
ett  was  banished  for  holding  publicy  and  main- 
taining that  he  was  free  from  original  sin,  and  from 
actual  also,  for  half  a year  before;  and  that  all  true 
Christians  after  (regeneration)  were  enabled  to  live 
without  committing  sin.” — p.  213. 
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jBahimore.  The  electors  of  mayor  met  at  the 
council  chamber  on  iVIonday  last,  and,  being  organ- 
ized according  to  law,  they  unanimously  elected 
Edward  Johnson,  esq.  mayor  of  this  city  for  the 
ensuing  two  years. 

Some  nests  of  gamblers  have  been  sorely  dis- 
turbed since  the  new  mayor  came  into  office — they 
were  punished  to  the  very  extent  of  the  law,  and 
have  decamped  for  new  quarters,  after  having  ruin- 
ed some  promising  young  men. 

Execution.  Lechler  was  lately  executed  at  Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania,  pursuant  to  his  sentence,  for 
murder.  Lancaster  county  -contains  a population 
of  68,000  souls;  and  it  is  forty  five  years  since  any 
other  persons  was  executed  in  it. 

Counterfeiters.  We  have  heretofore  noticed  the 
capture  of  a horde  of  counterfeiters  in  Alabama, 
where  they  had  established  a shop  in  the  wilderness. 
Oneiof  them,  the  famous  Thomas  Jones,  alias  Davis, 
was  hung  at  Tuscaloosa  on  the  11th  ult.  and  hrs 
lieutenant,  John  Reed,  escaped  the  same  fate,  to 
which  he  was  condemned,  by  dying  in  prison  be- 
fore the  day. 

JSTeto  Jersey.  Isaac  H.  Williamson  is  re-elected 
governor  of  this  state  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Vermont..  It  is  officially  announced  that  R.  C. 
Mallary,  S.  Crafts,  Charles  Rich,  D A.  A.  Buck  and 
William  C.  Bradley  are  elected  members  of  the 
next  congress  from  this  state. 

I'he  auditor  of  tlie  treasury  department  report- 
ed, that  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  year 
ending  September,  1822,  amounted  to  ^51,102  48. 
That  the  allowances,  &c.  for  the  same  period, 
amounted  to  §42,819:  leaving  in  the  treasury 
§8,284  15.  That,  at  the  same  time,  there  was  due 
for  arrearages  of  taxes,  §30,280  53.  And  that, 
since  his  last  report,  §40  of  the  old  Vermont  state 
bank  bills  had  been  redeemed,  leaving  only  five  dol- 
lars now  in  circulation. 
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03’The  second  session  of  the  17th  congress  ap- 
proaches,  and  many  highly  important  documents 
may  be  expected  to  be  laid  before  it.  To  prepare 
for  them,  we  have  been  diligent  to  relieve  our  files 
of  stock  matter  as  much  as  possible,  and  now  insert 
a correct  copy  of  the  new  constitution  of  New-York, 
as  promised.  The  census  of  1820,  as  designed  to 
be  published  in  detail,  is  yet  on  hand— the  cause 
which  delayed  its  insertion  still  exists;  but  we  hope 
soon  to  give  it  a place  in  a satisfactory  manner,  con- 
venient for  general  and  comparative  reference. 

PnEsiDENTiAt  ELECTION.  Wc  Stated  in  our  last, 
some  of  the  many  important  objections  that  might 
be  offered  to  the  selection  of  a president  of  the 
United  States,  by  states,  in  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. Since  then  we  have  noticed  the  following 
letter,  as  published  in  the  Washington  Gazette, 
the  editor  of  which  pledges  himself  tor  its  authen- 
ticity— It  was  from  the  late  James  A.  Jiaynrd,  esq. 
at  that  time  the  sole  representative  from  Delaware, 
to  one  of  his  friends  in  Wilmington. 

IVashington,  17 th  February,  1801. 

’‘Dear  sir — Mr.  Jefferson  is  our  president — Our 
opposition  was  continued  till  it  was  demonstrated 
that  Burr  could  not  be  brought  in,  and  even  if  he 
could  he  meant  to  come  in  as  a democrat. 

“In  such  case,  to  evidence  his  sincerity,  he  must 
have  swept  every  officer  in  the  United  States.  I 
have  direct  information  that  Mr.  Jefferson  will  not 
pursue  that  plan.  The  A''e^o  Ens^land gentlemen  came 
out,  and  declared  they  meant  to  go  loithout  a consti- 
tution and  take  the  risk  of  a civil  war.  They  agreed, 
that  tho'5  who'would  not  agree  to  incur  such  an 
extremity  ought  to  recede  without  lo.ss  of  time.  W e 
pressed  them  to  go  with  us  and  preserve  unity  in 
our  measures. 

“.\fter  great  agitation  and  much  heat,  all  agreed 
but  one.  But  in  consequence  of  his  standing  out, 
the  others  refused  to  abandon  their  old  ground. 
Mr.  J.  did  not  get  a federal  vote.  Vermont  gave 
a vote  by  means  of  Morris  withdrawing.  The  same 
thing  happened  with  Maryland.  The  votes  of  S. 
Oitrolina  and  Delaware  were  blank.  Your  obedi- 
CiU  servant. 

[Signed]  ’ J.  A.  B. 

(ry  The  authenticity  of  this  letter  is  not  doubted, 
though  it  is  rather  surprizing  that  a person  of  Mr- 
Bayard’s  great  caution  should  have  committed  such 
things  to  paper.  The  editor  of  the  Register,  though 
he  had  no  intimacy  with  Mr.  Bayard,  has  often- 
times met  him  in  companies  in  which  there  w'as 
much  freedom  of  conversation,  and  heard  him 
frankly  express  his  utter  detestation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings had  at  Washington  during  the  contested 
election  for  president  in  1801,  regretting  that  the 
force  of  party  feeling  had  led  him  to  take  some 
part  therein.  Mr.  Bayard  was  a decided  parfizan 
(as  almost  every  man  was  at  that  time),  but  he 
was  also  a true  patriot,  as  was  shewn  on  the  great 
occasion  above  alluded  to,  but  more  clearly  mani- 
fested just  before  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

The  history  of  a certain  meeting  held  at , 

is  probably  lost;  but  his  firmness  therein,  and  his 
devotion  to  his  country  rather  than  a love  of  pow- 
er at  that  time  clearly  indicated,  possibly  preserv- 
ed us  from  “an  illiad  of  woes.” 

voi.  YXTir.  — n. 


0(j=*The  more  I think  on  the  subject,  the  more  am 
I convinced  of  the  propriety  of  the  plan  suggested 
in  the  last  Reoister,  by  an  old  member  of  congress, 
that  that  body  should  meet,  pass  such  laws  as  may 
be  necessary  to  keep  the  government  a-going,  and 
then  adjourn  until  the  Monday  preceding  the  day 
on  which  the  votes  for  a new  president  are  to  be 
counted!  For,  the  fact  is,  that  the  business  of  pre- 
sident-inaking,  like  the  curse  of  the  frogs  In  Egypt, 
is,  or  is  supposed  to  be,  in  every  matter  and  thing 
of  national  policy.  No  general  measure,  if  it  has 
regard  to  wliatever  pertains  to  the  affairs  of  three 
of  the  great  departments  of  government,  can  be 
approved  or  disapproved, — nay,  documents  or  au- 
thentic papers  can  hardly  be  called  for  in  congress, 
or  published  in  regular  course  in  a newspaper,  with- 
out rendering  persons  liable  to  the  suspicion  of  hav- 
ing yoked  themselves  to  the  car  of  this  man  or  that. 
Tins  is  a serious  misfortune;  and  it  seems  that,  for 
the  period  of  two  years,  w'e  may  be  essentially  de- 
nied the  benefits  of  free  and  liberal  discussion, 
through  partiza*  jealousies  and  personal  feelings! 

The  Register  has  been,  at  different  times  and  by 
different  persons,  suspected  of  being  devoted  to 
the  exaltation  of  at  least  three  individuals,  because 
that  we  thought  it  our  duty  fully  to  represent  the 
character  of  certain  transactions  in  which  the  peo- 
ple wer.e  interested.  The  proprietor  has  only  to  say 
that  WHEN  he  shall  take  a part,  as  an  editor,  nothing 
shall  he  left  to  inference — until  then,  and  then  also, 
all  public  papers  and  matters  that  are  important  to 
the  public  intelligence,  shall  be  inserted  just  as 
they  have  been  heretofore,  without  the  least  consi- 
deration whether  they  affect  the  pretensions  of  any 
one  to  the  presidency  or  not. 

A warmth  of  discussion  has  been  already  excited 
that  is  to  be  regretted;  and  the  fact  surely  is,  that 
at  least  two  of  those  who  are  held  up  as  candidates 
have  suffered,  and  are  suffering,  in  the  public  esti- 
mation, through  the  indiscretion  of  their  “good 
natured  friends.”  The  mind  of  the  people  is  not 
yet  prepared  to  act  on  the  occasion,  much  less  in- 
clined to  receive  invective  for  argument,  or  fulsomfe 
praise  for  ability — and  those  interested  will  find, 
though  they  may  seem  to  lead  when  public  opinion 
is  with  them,  that  the  people’s  good  sense  and  so- 
ber judgment  cannot  be  carried  by  storm.  The 
selection  of  a president  is  a grave  and  solemn  mat- 
ter, and  will  not  be  hastily  decided  on. 

Arti-rationae.  It  is  a true  saying  that  “straws 
shew  which  w’ay  the  wind  blows” — and  we  find 
“straws”  flying  in  too  many  parts  of  our  country 
that  indicate  & foreign  wind.  The  following  is  «e  phi- 
ribus  unum** — one  of  many;  In  a notice  of  the  va- 
luable line  of  packets  that  ply  between  New-York 
and  Liverpool,  but  owned  in  the  frst  named  city, 
we  see  it  mentioned  that  the  price  of  the  passage, 
in  the  cabin,  is  thirty-five  for  which  money 

accommodations  of  the  best  quality  are  provided, 
&c. 

Now,  what  do  we,  Americans,  know  of  guineas? 
They  are  not  money  of  account,  and  perhaps  one 
person  out  of  a thousand  of  us  does  not  see  one  in 
a tsvelve  month.  The  proprietors  might  as  well 
have  said  so  many  livres,  maravedies,  rubles, 
guilders,  rupees,  cruitzers,  pistoles,  pagodas,  tales 
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or  m.icc  5~foT,  in  either  cas  ;*,  tlie  American,  acciis-  ( 
tomefl  to  dollars  and  cents,  would  have  to  take  his  | 
pen  and  cnlcvJate  what  he  should  have  to  pay  for  ; 
ids  pass,  thus  saying,  a guinea  is  twenty-one  ! 
A.HHjiP!)  sterling  money  of  tireat  Britain,  thirty div'e  ( 
f,niineas  are  735  shillings,  which  divided  by'  20,  (for  1 
tticre  are  20  siiillings  in  a pmaul),  give  thirty  six  j 
pounds  fil'tecn  shilli- gs— the  po\md  is  four  dollars  j 
and  forty  four  cents,  as  established  bylaw  for  the  i 
collection  of  duties,  5ic.  ami  so  36/.  15s.  are  one  ^ 
liiindred  and  sixty- three  dollars  and  seventeen  cl.s.  | 

Now,  1 like  that  strange  simplicity  of  heart  and  : 
gtiurous  attachment  to  his  vaiioji,  that  is  ascribed  j 
by  Smollet  to  his  com.  I'runnfon;  who  directed  that  i 
his  own  epitaph  should  be  put  down  in  plain  Eng  I 
lish,  for  the  reasons  he  stated,  though  we  must  smile  ] 
at  the  notion  conveyed — and,  when  an  American  I 
speaks  to  me,  I wish  him  to  select  terms  that  cor- ) 
respond  witii  my  ideas  of  things,  as  an  American.  | 
Indeed,  it  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  good  breeding  j 
to  use  any  other;  and,  as  being  at  war  with  the  pro- 
gress  of  a national  feeling,  it  ought  to  be  depre- 
cated. In  Ihigland,  and  to  Englihiimen,  the  Ose  of 
ihc  ttrm  “guineas,”  is  right  and  proper;  but  in 
America,  and  to  Americans,  it  is  as  absurd  as  it  is 
rude  and  self  disrespectful. 

JloTATtox'  IX*  oi-FiCK.  A late  number  of  the  Tl'ch- 
inond  A’/?(77.7)  er  contains  a sound  article  on  “rotation 
in  olH”e,”  though  the  policy'  of  it  is  so  much  op- 
posed in  the  present  day—  for  the  reason  tliat  the 
I'o-ssessors  of  oflice  have  so  much  controu!  over  the 
press.  A good  and  faithful  public  servant  should 
not  be  heedlessly  ejected— but  there  is  right  and 
reason  in  a practice  which  shall  teach  all  such  that 
they  are  only  public  servants,  not  possessors  of  the 
public  revenue— as  many  seem  to  think  that  they 
are,  because  they  have  enjoyed  a portion  of  it  so 
long. 

I'he  writer  says— “Tn  the  abstract  it  has  not  }*et 
been  denied,  that  a frequent  recurrence  to  first 
principles,  is  the  surest  way  to  preserve  uncor- 
rupted  and  unchanged  the  government  of  a free 
people.  Men  are  the  elements  or  principles  of 
which  a people  in  the  aggregate  are  composed — 
and  if  men  were  incorruptible  in  their  nature— no 
matter  how  long  or  how  remote  their  employment 
from  the  people;  longer  practice  in  their  various 

f)0.sts  would  only  improve  their  dexterity  and  use- 
ulness  in  service.  But  alas!  men  in  their  course 
too  nearly  resemble  the  elements  of  those  descend- 
ing streams—which  have  flowed  to  too  great  a dis- 
tance  from  their  native  fountains.  They  cease  to 
partake  of  their  original  simplicity  and  purity — and 
become  open  to  the  influence  of  every  new  combi- 
nation, pure  or  impure — which  may  assail  them, 
through  their  various  assailable  points.  The  peo- 
ple arc  the  sole  accredited  fountain  of  all  power  in 
America  alone;  and  the  will  of  the  people  must  be 
to  promote  their  own  good.  It  would  be  a solecism 
in  principles  to  suppose — in  terras  to  assert,  that 
a people  could  meditate  their  own  injury.  It  is 
only  where  partial  wills  from  partial  views,  are  made 
to  usurp  the  general  will,  that  the  councils  of  a 
popular  government  can  err.  Can  any  better  plan 
be  devised  to  prevent  this,  than  a frequent  recur- 
rence of  public  servants  to  the  nature  and  condi- 
tion of  their  constituents?” 

The  rest  of  the  article  is  pretty  much  in  the  same 
strain,  and  supports  the  old  fashioned  doctrine,  that 
rotation  in  office  is  prodnetive  of  public  good. 

The  writer  proceeds — “But  new  representatives 
are  novices  in  business.  Better  so  then— than  the 
drilled  instruments  of  a weak  or  a corrupt  partial 


influence.  But  arc  w’e  to  he  cajoled  and  mi« 
led  by  the  humiliating  idea,  that  any  congressional 
district  in  this  or  any  other  state,  can  aflbrd  but 
one  competf  r.t  re]M  esentatiye  at  any  one  time— 
and  this  one  too  reejeiring  an  indefinite  succession 
of  re  elections,  to  Dave  him  properlv  schooled  in 
congress?  If  this  is  the  case,  it  this  is  the  deplora. 
ble  state  of  popular  ignorance— it  is  high  time  that 
the  fact  should  be  clearly  established,  ana  the  pro- 
per remedy  .applied.  Let  our  members  of  con  ■ 
gre.ss  be  cnanged;  bu;  them  be  changed  often;  and 
if  it  becomes  manifest  tiuit  we  have  so  few  compe 
tent  to  represent  us  usefully  and  truly;  let  the  peo- 
ple themselves  provide  the  means  of  their  im- 
provement— let  our  future  candidates  be  prepar- 
ed at  home,  in  the  state  legislature  or  otlierwise 
— sfl  that  they  shall  take  their  moidd  from  the  states 
and  their  constituents.  Congress  is  too  dear  and 
too  dangerous  a place,  for  our  representatives 
to  be  sent  to  school  to  receive  the  first  impres 
sions  to  direct  their  future  acts:  or  if  it  is  not, 
change  your  scholars  often,  [in  times  of  peace  and 
less  difficulty,  that  an  acculenlal  death,  or  execu- 
tive reward  for  representative  compliance,  may  not 
suddenly  leave  you  witlioutall  resource,  in  greater 
difficulties.” 

I'bisremai’k  about  members  of  congress,  brings  to 
recollection  an  observation  which  a pure  hearted, 
strongminded  member  of  congress  made 

to  me,  several  years  ago  at  VVasliing*:on.  He  said  — 
“I  am  entirely  convinced  that  every  meiaber  of 
congress  ought  to  go  out  at  the  end  of  four  years 
and  be  inelegible  for  two  succeeding  y^ars— for  the 
fact  is,  that,  in  spite  of  all  that  we  can  do,  the  very 
best  men  among  us  become  more  or  less  impressed 
with  opinions  not  conformable  to  that  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  we  act  upon  them  asthough  the  people  were 
their  own  worst  enemies,  requiring  our  wisdom  and 
^race  to  prevent  them  from  harming  tliemselves,” 
or  words  to  this  effect,  “so  that  the  creature  as- 
sumes the  power  of  the  creator.”  Now,  lldis  is  as 
true  as  the  gospel.  Human  nature  is  weak  the 
only  corrective  of  human  error,  that  we  can  rely  on, 
is  the  good  sense  and  sober  discretion  of  tlie  pco- 
ple  at  large.  1 hat  they  may  be  deceived  and  often 
do  wrong,  is  admitted— but  the  deception  or  the 
wrong  acts  upon  themselves,  and  they  must  suffer 
the  penalty.  Individuals  may  profit  by  tneir  ov/n 
wrongs;  but  the  people  cannot,  except  to  avoid  fu- 
ture wrongs.  The  interest  of  ®ne  man  or  a set 
of  men  may  be  easily  opposed  to  the  iir  erests  o5  a 
community;  but  the  interests  of  a community  must 
point  to  the  good  of  the  whole. 

It  has  happened,  and,  I think,  that  I have  ieen 
more  than  one  case  of  it,  that  a new  menibev  of 
congress,  fresh  from  the  sovereign  power,  and  pos- 
sessing much  of  its  original  purity  and  disinterest, 
ednecs,  has  been  looked  down  by  old  and  hacknied 
members,  if  he  proposed  any  thing  in  the  way  of 
retrenchment  or  reform — as  if  they  had  established 
a set  of  notions  and  manner  of  acting,  superior  to 
controul  and  unchangeable,  unless  at  their  own  mo- 
tion. Now  and  then,  a man,  bold  in  his  own  vir- 
tues and  strong  in  talent,  breaks  in  upon.  t;»e  mill- 
horse  routine  of  pleasing  or  displeasing  persons  in 
power;  but  this  is  not  often  the  case,  (though  the 
right  of  it  may  be  evident),  from  a sort  of  jealousy 
that  is  entertained  in  the  human  mind.  If  a wrong 
is  designated  by  a nero  man  in  the  usual  proceed- 
ings of  an  old  body  of  men,  there  are  ^ Iways  some 
who  feel  their  pride  wounded,  because  that  they 
themselves,  or  some  of  their  colleagues,  had  not 
detected  it.  The  results  of  experience  are  not  to 
be  disregarded;  but  all  human  things  are  suscepti. 
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Lie  of  improvement — without  it,  we  mif^ht  yet  have  i 
made  horses  draw  by  their  tails.  Old  age  too,  is 
always  to  be  honored  and  respected — but  as  good 
and  capable  men  hold  the  plough  as  make  the  laws; 
and  the  spending  of  a winter  in  the  pomp  and  pa- 
rade of  Washington,  is  no  more  needful  to  know 
V/hat  is  right,  than  the  sending  of  a youth  onboard 
a ])rivateer  to  teach  him  morality,  'i'be  fact  is,  that 
the  mind  gradually  becomes  callous  of  wrong — and  | 
jiersons  act  on  the  idea  of  the  old  fish  woman, 
whose  practice  it  w*s  to  skin  eels  alive;  on  being 
asked  if  it  was  not  cruel  do  to  so!*  said  she  “thought 
so  at  first,  but  iUey  had  got  used  to  it!”  Her  feelings 
were  lost  in  frequent  repetitions  of  the  act,  and  the 
convulsions  of  the  poor  animals  may  have  been  re- 
garded as  an  exhibit  of  their  delight  in  the  opera- 
tion! This  is  a immely  metaphor,  and  some  may  not 
tike  it— but  the  fact  is,  the  people,  though  frequent- 
ly skinned,  never  “get  used  to  it” — yet  tliey  do  not 
provide  against  such  skinnings  so  well  as  they 
might  if  they  would.  My  most  earnest  wisli  is,  that 
every  man  in  the  republic  slkould  spend  a few  days 
at  Washington  during  a session  of  congress,  that  he 
may  be  assured  of  the  fact  that  the  best  of  the 
membersare  only  men,  like  unto  himself;*sometimes 
bu\ing,  sometimes  selling — sometimes  wise  and 
sometimes  Ibolislt silly,  very  silly,  indeed. 

And,  though  the  abuses  under  our  government 
are  yet  in  their  infancy,  as  regards  the  progress  of 
corruption,  we  have  not  a few  personages  in  office 
who  esteem  the  emoluments  as  due  to  tliemsdves 
for  some  bowings  to  the  great,  some  lickings  of  the 
feet  of  the  mighty.  I know  some  sucli — some 
tivil  officers,  who,  by  “candies  ends  and  cheese 
pairings,”  leceive,  (and  no/jiy  spend),  about  3,0u0 
dollars  per  annum  a piece,  on  whom  a person  might 
cal),  on  ordinary  business,  two  or  three  hundred 
times  in  a year,  hour  after  hour,  week  after  week, 
and  month  after  montii,  and  not  find  them  in  the 
pei-rormanee  of  any  official  duty,  save  the  drud- 
gery  of  signing  tlieir  names,  a few  times  in  a 
<p.arter,  or  in  a year,  that  their  salaries  and  emo- 
luments may  be  secured.  There  is  a great  deal  ot 
ehitnty-bushiess  going  on— to  the  delrimeut  of  tbe 
•lublic  service,  to  the  disgrace  of  our  system  of 
government,  and  the  contempt  and  disgust  of  ho- 
norable men:  but  those  persons,  who  do  nothing 
but  eat  up  their  salaries,  are  enemies  oi'  rotaiion  in 
as  much  as  the  priest  of  an  established  church 
would  he  at  any  result  that  should  compel  him  t > 
work  for  his  own  living  like  an  honest  man — and 
the  misfortune  is,  that  they  have  much  conlroul 
over  t!ie  press — and  they  can  dance, fiddle  and  sing, 
a?id  afford  to  give  good  dinners,  by  which  they  tic- 
kle the  fi'.ncy  and  reach  the  sotds  of  others.  How 
can  a person  vote  or  act  against  another  who  feeds 
him  on  ortolans  and  drenches  him  with  champaign? 
1in])ossib!e — it  would  be  a breach  hospitality!  But 

a pirate  of  Cuba  might  do  all  this,  and  more — and 
utlord  it  much  better.  The  principle  of  things  with 
»i3  is,  that  a man  shall  do  what  he  is  appointed  to  do; 
-and  large  salaries  or  handsome  allowances  are  made 
lo  guarantee  the  application  of  competent  persons 
— not  for  their  support  in  idleness. 

writer  in  a western  paper  has  violently 
thi'own  about  a dozen  colums  of  matter  at  me,  and 
is  not  yet  apparently  half  finished,  because  I ven- 
tured to  recommend  home  charities  instead  oi  foreign 
missions,  to  the  benevolence  of  the  people.  I anti- 
cipated something  of  the  sort;  though  1 expected 
more  fairness  and  charity  than  this  person  has  mani 
festecl:  witli  whom,  however,  there  shall  not  be  any 
controversy,  on  mypart. 


I have  only  looked  over  h few  of  these  columns, 
to  catch  the  manner  and  get  an  idea  of  the  matter 
of  them,  'rhe  author  denies  several  things  that  are 
obviou.s  truths  on  my  mind — but  I do  not  wis’i  to 
jkidge  for  him,  nor  shall  he  judge  fiir  me.  Yet  this 
is  very  clear,  and  will  not  be  denied,  1 appreheml, 
that  be  has  furnislied  conclusive  evidence  of  (he 
justice  of  my  remark,  when  F declared,  that,  though 
it  was  not  allowable  now  to  roast  people  to  death 
to  <lo  “God’s  service,”  so  called — yet  a spirit  w^as 
abroad  “not  less  intollcrant  or  unworthy  of  the 
Christian  name,  than  that  which  prevailed  when 
fre  was  used  to  establish  orthodoxy  f — which  I re- 
spectfully recommend  to  his  serious  consideration, 
after  retiring  to  his  own  closet,  in  a sincere  hope 
that  he  will  profit  thereby.  It  is  the  duty  of  eveiry 
one  to  do  all  the  good  that  he  can—  and  1 would 
rather  perform  a good  thing  than  gain  an  argument 
about  it. 

CrncuLATiNo  mkotum.  Notwithstanding  the  de- 
preciation of  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  tlie  common- 
wealth of  Kentucky,  there  are  complaints  in  that 
state  of  the  want  of  a sufficient  quantity  of  circu- 
lating medium;  and  the  “Louisville  Public  Adver- 
tiser” makes  out  the  case  very  clearly — in  sub- 
stance as  follows:  When  the  paper  of  the  old  bank 
of  Kentucky  was  nearly  as  good  as  specie,  it  had 
bills  in  circulation  to  the  amount  of  §2,500,000, 
which  was  barely  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of 
trade;  and  this  bank  now  has  in  its  vaults  as  large 
au  amount  in  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  Common- 
wealfli  :is  those  of  its  own  in  circulation.  'I’he 
whole  issues  of  the  new  bank  amount  to  2,300,000 
dollars;  but,  as  in  the  present  rate  of  exchange  and 
price  of  commotlities,  tins  amount  only  does  the  bu- 
siness of  1,150,000  dollars,  the  real  circulating  me- 
dium has  been  reduced  nearly  one  half.  This  is  at 
once  a curious  and  highly  interesting  view  of  fhe 
subject,  and  presents  an  important  fact  that  should 
not  escape  the  attention  of  legislators. 

N.wal.  a letter  from  Boston  says — “The  go- 
vernment have  built  here,  and  have  now  ready  to 
launch  a monstrous  ship,  with  one  hundred  and  two 
port  holes;  and  to-morrow  the  stern  post  of  ano- 
ther equally  innocent  vessel  is  to  be  erected.  For 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  early  infancy  of  this 
naval  Hercules,  an  immense  house,  covering  seven 
eighths  of  an  acre,  has  been  built,  which  entirely 
conceals  the  naanufactory  of  death  that  progresses 
under  its  roof.’* 

FonETGW  wEws!  The  following  may  serve  to  sliew 
us  what  degree  of  reliance  should  be  put  on  foicign 
speculations,  received  through  the  newspapers — 

Advices  from  Leghorn  of  the  7th  September, 
state  that  “another  American  squadron  is  expected 
in  the  Mediterranean,  to  reinforce  the  one  W’hich 
is  there  already.  The  news  is  also  confrmed  of  the 
American  agents,  wlio  arrived  some  time  ago  in  the 
AJorea,  having  brought  to  a conclusion  importam: 
negociations  with  the  Greek  government!” 

Liheutt.  On  taking  up  a newspaper  the  olhe. 
day,  1 noticed  the  famous  saying  of  the  irte  Fish'' 
Ames,  that  “the  immortal  wood  nymph,  Libe»t; 
dwelt  only  in  the  British  oak.”  A very  pretty  sa\ 
ing,  hut  a very  queer  one 

A traveeier!  ‘jJI'bad  no  idea,’*  said  an  Engli'^ 
gentleman,  who  had  travelled  aljout  tw'elv^  uy- 
south  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  “I  hud  no 
that  the  country  was  settled  so  t^r  in  the  imerio; . 
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Thk  mew  mahhiaoe  act  in  England  has  created 
much  discussion  in  the  papers.  Its  apparent  design, 
or  practical  operation,  is  to  prevent  marriages.— 
Among  other  things,  the  parties  are  required  to 
make  certain  affidavits  before  a magistrate,  as  to 
their  age,  8cc.  after  which  a notice  of  their  inten- 
tion must  be  published  for  three  weeks,  by  being 
posted  at  the  church  door,  &c.  A widow  woman, 
aged  46,  lately  appeared  as  a witness  to  swear  that 
her  mother^  (about  to  become  a bride),  had,  to  the 
best  of  her  knowledge  and  belief,  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years!  In  consequence  of  these 
things,  great  numbers  of  persons  have  proceeded 
to  Ireland  or  Scotland,  and  been  married  there,  to 
the  severe  loss  of  the  English  clergymen— whose 
influence,  it  is  possible,  will  bring  about  a repeal  of 
some  of  the  objectionable  parts  of  the  act. 

The  run  xnAns.  A St.  Louis  paper  cf  the  12th 
ult.  announces  the  first  arrival  of  furs  from  the 
Rocky  Mountains— the  boat  load  valued  at  14,000 
dollars;  another  boat  with  10,000  dollars  worth,  was 
daily  expected.  They  descended  the  Yellow  Stone, 
and  the  length  of  the  voyage  is  estinnated  at  about 
3,000  miles, 

Bamkimo.  The  Philadelphia  Gazette,  of  Satur- 
day evening  last,  says— “A  minute  and  laborious 
examination  has  been  had  before  his  honor  judge 
Hallowell,  relative  to  an  alleged  conspiracy  to  de- 
fraud  the  Bank  of  the  Northern  Liberties.  It  closed 
last  evening,  when  the  judge  ordered  the  parlies 
u>  enter  bail,  in  the  whole  amounting  to  sixty  thou- 
sand dollars.’* 

The  report,  as  given  in  another  paper,  is,  that 
cue  of  the  clerks,  by  keeping  false  accounts,  had 
permitted  Si  friend  to  draw  for  large  sums  of  money 
which  he  had  never  deposited. 

PoxiTiCAt  TAHTiEs.  Mf.  JefTcrson  lately  express- 
ed himself  as  follows,  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Samuel  M. 
McKay— "That  such  do  exist  in  every  country,  and 
that  in  every  free  country  they  will  make  thern- 
selves  heard,  is  a truth  at  all  times.  I believe  their 
existence  to  be  salutary,  inasmuch  as  they  act  as 
censors  on  each  other,  and  keep  the  principles  and 
practice  of  each  constantly  at  the  bar  of  public 
opinion.  It  is  only  when  they  give  to  party  prin- 
ciples a predominance  over  the  love  of  country, 
when  they  degenerate  into  personal  antipathies, 
and  aflect  the  intercourse  of  society  and  friendship, 
or  the  justice  due  to  honest  opinion,  that  they  be- 
come vicious  and  baneful  to  the  general  happiness 
and  good.  We  have  seen  such  days:  may  we  hope 
never  to  see  such  again!” 

A uAr.E  niMMER  PARTY.  Sir  Henry  Blackman,  of 

wes,  (England),  on  being  knighted  in  1782,  gave 
a dinner  to  sixteen  friends,  with  an  invitation  to 
tliem  to  dine  with  him  annually  for  forty  years; 
four  of  them  died  during  the  first  four  years,  but 
twenty  eight  years  rolled  round  before  another 
scat  became  vacant  at  the  festive  board.  In  1814 
two  died,  aged  80  and  90;  so  that  ten  remaif»ed  of 
the  original  number  at  the  thirty-third  anniversary 
held  in  July  1815. 

The  Cura  pirates.  A British  frigate,  the  Hype- 
rion, with  a schooner  in  company,  has  arrived  at 
Havana,  and  sailed  tfience  in  search  of  the  pirates. 
It  is  stated  that  she  would  shortly  be  followed  by 
six  new  schooners,  built  for  the  express  purpose  of 
cruising  on  this  station.  It  is  reported  that  the 
British  commander  had  demanded  payment  for  a car- 


go of  coffee,  of  which  a vessel  from  Jamaica  was 
robbed,  and  which  he  said  was  sold  in  Havana. 

The  city  of  Havana  appears  to  be  infested  witli 
land-pirates,  or  thieves,  to  an  alarming  extent. — 
Their  depredations  are  extensive,  and  there  seems 
to  be  also  great  personal  fear  of  them.  Not  a family, 
it  is  said,  can  go  to  rest  with  a tranquil  mind — ever 
the  police  officers  are  alarmed. 

The  Congress  frigate  has  sailed  from  Norfolk,  for 
a cruise  off  the  island  of  Cuba,  8tc. 

I.A  Fayette.  Philadelphia^  J\Tov.  7.  The  follow- 
ing extracts  from  letters  will  be  read  with  pleasure 
by  all  who  take  an  interest  in  our  revolutionary  his- 
tory,  and  in  the  character  and  feelings  of  such  wor. 
thies  of  the  revolution  as  gen.  Bloomfield  and  col. 
Ogden.  It  may  be  well  to  mention,  in  order  to 
illustrate  the  reverence  in  which  the  marquis  La 
Fayette  continues  to  hold  the  memory  of  Washing- 
ton, that  the  impression  upon  the  seal  of  the  letters 
is  a beautiful  and  correct  likeness  of  the  American 
hero,  surrounded  by  a glory. 

Extract  of  a letter  fram  the  marquis  La  Fayette^  to 

Isaac  Coxe  Barnet^  esq.  of  J^eiv- Jersey,  consul  ge- 
neral of  the  U.  States  at  PariSf  dated  Le  Grange. 

Aug.  im.  1822. 

*‘You  have  reminded  me  of  times,  circumstances 
and  names,  ever  gratifying  to  my  recollection.  Col. 
Ogden  and  his  regiment  have  been  nay  beloved 
companions  in  war,  particularly  a picked  company 
of  light  infantry,  under  captain  Ogden,  the  colo- 
nel’s brother,  who  have  shared  with  me  the  most 
interesting  tolls  of  the  revolutionary  war.  I enclose 
a letter  to  my  old  brother  officer  general  Bloom- 
field.” 

Copy  of  a letter  from  the  marqins  La  Fayette  to  gen. 

Joseph  Bloomfield^  of  Burlington.  JVeio  Jersey. 

Le  Gramge,  28th  Aug.  1822. 

JSIy  dear  sir — I avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
ofiered  by  Mr.  Barnet,  to  remind  yon  of  an  old  bro. 
ther  soldier,  who  finds  in  his  own  heart  a right  ov 
reciprocity  upon  your  affectionate  remembrance. 
Our  patriotic  toils  and  friendly  union  in  the  army, 
have  been  to  me  a happy  time,  the  dear  recollec- 
tion of  which  fills  me  with  sentiments  of  iove  and 
regret  for  our  departed  companions,  and  of  he 
tenderest  attachment  for  those  who  sinv  > ^ am 
sure,  my  dear  general,  you  will,  with  afieci  re- 
ceive  these  lines,  and  sympathize  in  my  fe/M  gs. 
Let  me  hear  from  you.  Remember  me  to  your 
comrades,  and  believe  me  forever  your  consiant 
friend,  LA  FAYETTE. 

The  captain  Ogden  spoken  of  is  col.  Aaron  Og- 
den, of  Elizabeth  Town,  New-Jersey,  formerly  go- 
vernor  of  the  state. 

Napoleom  Boma parte.  Dr.  O’Meara’s  book  en- 
titled “a  voice  from  St.  Helena,”  and  containing  his 
conversations  with  Napoleon,  seems  generally  ac- 
knowledged as  authentic,  and,  indeed,  bears  evi- 
dence in  itself  that  it  is  so.  When  the  feelings  of 
the  times  have  passed  away,  and  the  people  are  wil- 
ling to  hear  and  receive  the  truth,  it  will  become 
important  to  history  and  rescue  the  memory  of  that 
much  abused^  though  often  faulty  man,  from  the  odi- 
um which  prostituted  writers  have  heaped  on  bis 
character  and  conduct. 

His  opinion  of  his  own  imprisonment  is  thus  stat- 
ed—“He  frequently,  (says  O’Meara),  tvalked  for 
hours  in  the  shady  paths  and  shrubberies  of  the  Bri- 
ars,  where  care  was  taken  to  prevent  his  being  in- 
truded upon.  During  one  of  these  walks,  he  stop- 
ped, and  pointed  out  to  rne  the  frightful  precipices 
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which  environed  ns,  and  said,  ‘‘Behold  your  coun- 
try’s generosity,  this  is  their  liberality  to  the  unfor- 
tunate man,  who,  blindly  relying  on  what  he  so  false 
ly  imagined  to  be  their  national  character,  in  a evil 
hour,  unsuspectingly  confided  himself  to  them.  I 
once  thought  that  you  were  free:  I now  see  that  your 
ministers  laugh  at  your  laws,  which  are,  like  those 
of  other  nations,  formed  only  to  oppress  the  de- 
fenceless, and  screen  the  powerful,  whenever  your 
government  has  any  object  in  view.” 

'I’he  terror  that  he  had  inspired,  and  a knowledge 
of  the  devotion  of  the  people  of  France  to  his  per- 
son and  proceedings,  may  be  judged  of  by  the 
means  that  were  adopted  to  prevent  his  escape:  for 
what  would  tie,07ie  man,  have  done,  if  he  had  been 
the  tyrant  and  wretch  that  he  was  called? 

“ A subaltern’s  guard  was  posted  at  tlie  entrance 
of  Longwood,  about  six  hundred  paces  from  the 
house,  and  a cordon  of  sentinels  and  picquets  were 
placed  round  the  limits.  At  nine  o’clock,  the  sen- 
tinels were  drawn  in  and  stationed  in  communication 
with  each  other,  surrounding  the  house  in  such 
positions,  that  no  person  could  come  in  or  go  out 
without  being  seen  and  scrutinized  by  them.  At 
the  entrance  of  the  house,  double  sentinels  were 
placed,  and  patroles  were  continually  passing  back- 
ward and  forward.  After  nine,  Napoleon  was  not 
at  liberty  to  leave  the  house,  unless  in  company 
with  a field  officer;  and  no  person  whatever  was 
allowed  to  pass  without  the  countersign.  This 
state  of  affairs  continued  until  daylight  in  the  morn- 
ing. Every  landing-place  in  the  island,  and,  indeed, 
every  place  which  presented  the  semblance  of  one, 
was  furnished  with  a picquet,  and  sentinels  were 
even  placed  upon  every  goat-path  leading  to  the 
sea. 

“From  the  various  signal  posts  on  the  island,  ships 
are  frequently  discovered  at  twenty-four  leagues 
distance  and  always  long  before  they  can  approach 
the  shore.  Two  ships  of  war  continually  cruised, 
one  to  windward,  the  other  to  leeward,  to  whom 
signals  were  made  as  soon  as  a vessel  was  discov- 
ered from  the  posts  on  shore.  Every  ship,  except 
a British  man-of-war,  was  accompanied  down  to  the 
road  by  one  of  the  cruisers,  who  remained  with  her 
until  she  was  either  permitted  to  anchor,  or  was 
sent  away.  No  foreign  vessels  were  allowed  to 
anchor  unless  under  circumstances  of  great  distress, 
in  which  case  no  person  from  them  was  permitted 
to  land,  and  an  officer  and  party  from  one  of  the 
ships  of  war  was  sent  on  board  to  take  charge  of 
them  as  long  as  they  remained,  as  well  as  in  order 
to  prevent  any  improper  communication. — Every 
fishing  boat  belonging  to  the  island  was  numbered, 
and  anchored  every  evening  at  sun-set  under  the 
superintendance  of  a lieutenant  in  the  navy.  No 
boats,  excepting  guard-boats  from  the  ships  of  war, 
which  pulled  about  the  island  all  night,  were  al- 
lowed to  be  down  after  sun-set.  The  orderly  offi- 
cer was  also  instructed  to  ascertain  the  actual  pre- 
sence of  Napoleon,  twice  in  the  twenty-four  hours, 
which  was  done  with  as  much  delicacy  as  possible. 
In  fact,  every  human  precaution  to  prevent  escape, 
short  of  actually  incarcerating,  or  enchaining  him, 
was  adopted  by  sir  George  Cockburn.” 

Of  the  Algerines,  &c.  wffien  the  conversation 
turned  upon  them,  Napoleon  said — “It  is  a disgrace 
to  the  powers  of  Europe  to  allow  so  many  nests  of 
robbers  to  exist.  Even  the  Neapolitans  could  put 
a stop  to  it,  instead  of  allowing  themselves  to  be 
robbed.  They  have  upwards  of  50,000  seamen  in 
the  kingdom  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  and,  with  their 
navy,  they  might  easily  prevent  a single  barbary 
ship  from  stirring  out.”  1 observed  that  the  Nea- 


politans were  so  great  cowards  at  sea,  that  the  Al- 
gerines had  the  utmost  contempt  for  them.  “They 
are  cowards  by  land  as  well  as  by  sea,”  replied  the 
emperor,  “but  that  might  be  remedied  by  properoffi- 
cersand  discipline.  At  Amiens,  1 proposed  to  your 
government  to  unite  witli  me,  cither  to  entirely  de- 
stroy those  nests  of  pirates,  or  at  least  to  destroy 
their  ships,  fortresses,  and  make  them  cultivate 
their  country,  and  abandon  piracy.  Hut  your  mi- 
nisters would  not  consent  to  it,  owing  to  a mean 
jealousy  of  the  Americans,  with  whom  the  barba- 
rians were  at  war.  1 wanted  to  anniltilate  them, 
though  it  did  not  concern  me  much,  as  they  gene- 
rally respected  my  flag,  and  carried  on  a large  trade 
with  Marseiles.” 

FuLtras’  earth.  On  the  29th  of  August  last,  we. 
copied  from  the  Hartford,  (Connecticut)  Mercury 
an  article  under  this  head,  setting  forth  the  incon- 
veniences woollen  manufacturers,  in  this  country, 
labor  under  for  want  of  Fullers’  earth,  and  describ- 
ing its  properties.  We  have  received,  within  a day 
or  two,  apiece  of  earth  which  answers  all  the  tests 
there  mentioned.  It  came  from  the  plantation  of 
Alexander  Hoe,  esq.  on  the  Chickasaha,  Missiasip. 
pi,  about  80  miles  from  this  city,  where  it  extensive, 
ly  abounds.  The  surface  is,  to  the  touch,  very  much 
like  that  of  castile  soap,  somewhat  like  the  soap- 
stone,  though  not  as  hard,  and  more  glossy  when 
cut.  We  took  two  pieces,  from  different  parts, 
and  put  them  in  glasses  of  water,  when  they  in- 
stantly began  to  crumble,  each  falling  into  a fine 
mass  of  a slippery,  plastic  nature,  as  perfectly  free 
from  grit  as  is  dissolved  soap.  It  has  been  tried  in 
w’ashing  greasy  woollens  and  was  found  to  have  the 
desired  effect,  leaving  the  cloth  bright,  soft  and 
perfectly  free  from  spots  or  stains.  The  gentleman 
to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  specimen  lias 
promised  to  furnish  us,  shortly,  with  a small  box  of 
it,  which  we  shall  immediately  forward  to  a friend 
in  New-York,  for  the  particular  inspection  of  those 
who,  from  interest  or  curiosity,  may  be  disposed  to 
ascertain  its  properties,  v/ith  a request  that  speci- 
mens be  sent  to  Boston,  Providence,  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore. 

This  earth,  of  which  there  is  supposed  to  be  an 
extensive  stratum,  is  found  in  large  and  almost  de- 
tached blocks  of  various  shades,  from  white  to  black; 
some  in  color  resembling  that  of  chocolate.  Mr.  P. 
tells  our  informant,  (who  is  a connexion  of  his  resid- 
ing in  this  city),  that,  for  many  years,  within  his 
recollection,  the  Indians  were  in  the  habit  of  as- 
sembling in  considerable  numbers  at  the  spot  from 
whence  it  was  taken,  for  the  purpose  of  manufac- 
turing their  wares  for  domestic  uses,  some  of  which 
were  very  fine— but,  until  very  lately,  it  was  sup- 
posed to  be  of  little  if  any  more  value  than  the 
common  pipe  clay,  which  is  so  abundant  in  many 
parts  of  the  southern  Atlantic,  and,  perhaps,  other 
states— there  is  an  earth  very  similar  to  this,  though 
said  to  vary  somewhat  from  it,  to  be  found  in  va, 
rious  parts  of  this  state,  particularly  at  Florida, 
(Fort  Stoddart),  which  has  been  used  advantage- 
ously in  white-washing— and  we  are  inclined  to  sus- 
pect th.at  some  of  the  perpendicular  banks  oftlie 
Alabama  river  are  composed  of  a material  very  much 
resembling,  if  not  of  this  class,  of  which  we  have 
seen  apparently  very  extensive  ledges.  We  have 
been  struck  with  Xhe  fineness  of  the  material  with 
which  were  made  sundry  pieces  of  earthern  ware 
dug  out  of  some  of  the  large  mounds,  from  15to2  J 
feet  from  the  surface,  where  perhaps  they  had  been 
concealed  for  hundreds  of  years- evidently  having 
been  deposited  long  before  any  of  the  mechanic 
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arts,  (as  row  pursued),  were  known  in  this  quarter 
ct  tlie  world,  unless  by  a race  exterminated  before 
the  record  of  its  discovery. 

There  are  doubtless  many  hidden  sources  of 
wealtli  within  the  bowels  of  this  section  of  our  coun- 
try, which  are  yet  to  be  brought  to  light,  besides 
tliose  of  a fertile  soil,  rendered  valuably  productive 
by  a congenial  climate,  a valuable  natural  growth 
on  the  borders  of  navigable  streams,  irpn,  coal,  cop- 
per, lead,  and  possibly,  gold  and  silver  mines,  toge- 
ther with  salt  and  mineral  springs,  furnishing  a cata- 
logue of  benefits  calculated  strongly  to  impress 
upon  cur  minds  how  greatly  we  are  indebted  to  the 
bounteous  hand  of  the  God  of  nature. 

' ^Mobile  liegisier. 

“The  wAEKino  horse.”  The  Leeds  Mercury  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  application  of  steam 
povver  for  propelling  land  carriages— It  is  many 
years  since  that  this  power  was  applied  for  such 
purposes  in  the  United  States,  and  vye  wish  that  the 
fact  should  be  remembered.  The  idea  suggested 
itself  to  the  late  Oliver  Evans  in  1772,  and  was  ac- 
tually put  into  operation  in  the  year  1804,  at  Pl.ila- 
delphia— see  Addenda  to  the  Keoisteh,  vol.  Ill, 
“The  engine  which  conveys  coals  from  the  Or- 
rell  pits,  drags  twenty  wugolis,  each  containing  up- 
wards of  a ton.  The  people  in  the  neighborhood 
emphatically  call  it  the  “walking  horse;”  and  cer- 
tain!/, fronri  the  description  of  a- friend,  it  bears  no 
little  resemblance  to  a living  animal,  The  engine 
being  on  the  high  pressure  principle,  the  supera- 
bundant steam  is  emitted  at  each  stroke  with  a noise 
something  similar  to  the  hard  breathing  or  snorting 
of  a horse— the  escapijig  steam  representing  the 
breath  of  his  nostrils,  and  the  deception  is  alto- 
gether aided  by  the  regular  motion  of  the  engine 
beam,  and  the  rapidity  of  motion,  which  precludes 
minute  observation.  In  the  ascent,  the  rate  is  about 
lour  miles  an  hour,  and,  on  level  ground,  from  five 
to  six. 

On  Wednesday  last,  a highly  interesting  experi- 
ment was  made  with  a machine,  constructed  by 
Messrs.  Fenton,  Murray  and  Wood,  of  this  place, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  John  Blenkinsop,  the  pa- 
tentee, for  the  purpose  of  substituting  the  agency 
of  steam  for  the  use  of  horses,  in  the  conveyance 
of  coals  on  the  iron  rail  way,  from  the  mines  of  J. 
C.  Branding,  esq.  at  Middleton,  to  Leeds.  This 
machine  is,  in  fact,  a steam  engipe,  of  four  horses* 
povver,  which,  with  the  assistance  of  cranks  turn- 
ing a cog-wheel,  and  iron  cogs  placed  at  one  side 
of  the  rail  way,  is  capable  of  moving,  when  lightly 
loaded,  at  the  speed  of  ten  miles  an  hour.  At  four 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  machine  ran  from  the 
coal-staith  to  the  top  of  Hunslet-moor,  where  six 
and  afterwards  eight  wagons  of  coal,  each  weighing 
pI  tons,  were  hooked  to  the  back  part.  With  this 
immense  weight,  to  which,  as  it  approached  this 
town,  was  superadded  about  fifty  of  the  spectators 
mounted  upon  the  wagons,  it  set  off  on  its  return  to 
the  coal-staith,  and  performed  the  journey,  a dis- 
tance of  about  a mile  and  a half,  principally  on  a 
dead  level,  in  twenty. three  minutes,  without  the 
slighest  accident.  The  experiment,  which  was  wit- 
nessed by  thousands  of  spectators,  was  crowned 
with  complete  success;  and  when  it  is  considered 
that  this  invention  is  applicable  to  all  rail  roads,  and 
that,  upon  the  wo^ks  of  Mr.  Branding  alone,  the 
use  of  fifty  horses  will  be  dispensed  with,  and  the 
corn  necessary  for  the  consumption  of  at  least  two 
hundred  men  saved,  we  cannot  forbear  to  hail  the 
invention  as  of  vast  public  utility,  and  to  rank  the 
inventor  amongst  the  benefactors  of  his  country.** 


Tomir.v  jiEwa. 

From  London  papers  of  September  26. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Vessels  bound  to 
Honduras  &c.  were  arming  to  protect  themselves 
against  pirates.  A governor  general  of  India  had 
not  yet  been  appointed.  Several  nobleman  of  Ire- 
land had  offered  to  fill  certain  public  offices  to 
which  large  salaries  are  attached,  without  pay.  On 
the  25th  Sept.  3 per  cent,  consols  were  at  81:j. 
The  Jews,  at  London,  have  celebrated  what  is  cal- 
led the  “white  fast,**  with  great  pomp — 3000  of 
them  were  present,  and  a great  deal  of  money  was 
collected  for  charitable  purposes. 

France.  Nothing  impoitant  is  stated  as  having 
occurred  in  this  country^  except  the  continued 
persecution  of  the  press. 

Spain.  The  constitutional  system  is  gathering 
strength,  and  the  disorders  were  subsiding  pretty 
rapidly.  The  army  of  the  “defenders  of  the  faith,’* 
is  chiefly  made  up  of  priests,  smugglers  and  rob- 
bers, and  others  of  desperate  fortunes.  The  late 
proud  and  cruel  Elio,  has  suffered  death  at  Valen- 
cia, by  the  garotte.  He  was  strangled  on  a scaffold 
erected  close  to  a delightful  garden  that  he  had 
owned  in  the  zenith  of  his  power.  He  died  with 
great  apparent  humility. 

Denmark.  A Danish  paper  remarking  on  the 
depreciation  of  landed  property,  mentions  the  sale 
of  a fine  estate  for  29,000  rix  dollars,  on  which  there 
was  a mortgage  of  100,000  dollars. 

Russia.  Capt.  Wassiliew  had  returned  to  St.  Pe- 
tersburg from  a voyage  of  discovery.  He  had  reach- 
ed a higher  latitude  than  Cook,  and  discovered  a 
groupe  of  inhabited  islands. 

Turkey.  Additional  confirmation  of  the  hereto- 
fore reported  successes  of  the  Greeks  in  the  Morea„ 
is  received,  and  there  seems  now  no  manner  of 
doubt  that  the  Turks  have  been  most  completely 
defeated.  A general  sea  fight  was  expected — the 
Greek  fleet,  of  90  sail,  all  told,  was  in  sight  of  the 
collected  force  of  the  barbarians.  An  attack  by 
the  former  was  intended  by  fire  ships,  said  to  have 
been  construcled  by  an  American,  who  was  also  to 
conduct  them. 

It  is  now  distinctly  stated  that  it  was  not  the 
Greeks  who  broke  the  capitulation  Trippolizza,  by 
which  a great  slaughter  of  the  Turks  ensued.  It 
was  the  Turks  themselves:  when  all  appeared  quiet, 
they  suddenly  commenced  a terrible  fire  from  the 
houses,  and  killed  600  Greeks;  the  survivors,  natu- 
rally excited,  took  a severe  vengeance  therefor. 

Wallachia  and  Moldavia  have  not  been  evacuated 
by  the  Turks — the  emperor  of  Russia  has  still  a great 
army  on  the  frontier,  and  there  seems  to  be  some 
new  mystery  attached  to  his  proceedings.  Four 
Russian  men  of  war  were  off  Copenhagen  on  the 
16th  Sept,  supposed  to  be  bound  for  the  Mediterra- 
nean. 

Jassy  is  reported  to  be  in  a deplorable  condition; 
out  of  the  8000  houses'that  it  lately  contained,  only 
2000  were  standing. 

China,  A letter  lately  received  from  Canton 
says — “The  emporor  of  this  country  having  by 
some  means  discovered  the  disgraceful  conduct  of 
the  Mandarins,  at  and  about  Canton,  has  just  issued 
an  impartial  decree,  (which,  like  that  of  the  Medes 
and  Persians,  is  irrevocable)  to  the  high  officers 
about  the  court  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  these 
people,  and  to  report  correctly  the  nature  of  the 
transaction  with  the  English  at  Lintin,  as  well  as 
our  own  affair  at  Whampoa,  and  the  measures  which 
have  been  pursued  with  regard  to  the  introduction 
of  opium.  Thirty  mandarins  are  already  imprison- 
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ed,  and  how  many  more  will  be,  it  is  impossible  to 
lore-fee. 

“ I'liis  examination,  it  is  expected  by  every  one 
l»ere,  will  j)ioduce  important  results,  and  finally 
place  the  uitercourse  of  Ibreiijners  upon  a diflerent 
ft-. '.ting  troni  heretol'orc-peiliaps,  tlieiv  expulsion 
und  interdiction.’' 

Brazil,  riie  prince  regent  was  to  be  crowned 
emperor  of  Hraiil  on  the  12tii  of  October — 8,000 
troops  had  been  raised  at  and  in  the  neigltborhood 
of  Iho  Jai'.eiro.  'I  he  government  possessed  the  con- 
fi  Jcnce  of  Uie  peopie,  arid  had  just  eli'ectea  a large 
locui.  A national  coat  of  arms  flag  and  cockade 
have  been  establislicd  by  dilierent  decrees.  'I  he 
motto  on  llie  last  is,  *HK<tcpcndcnce  or  deiuh;*'  which 
ia  a! JO  the  burthen  of  tlieir  patriotic  songs. 

(j^^More  recent  intelligence  from  Pernambuco 
and  bt.  Salvador,  represent  the  people  as  being  in 
n most  agiiali  d slate.  Indetd,  there  appears  to 
been  sonie  lighting,  and  a republican  govern- 
y'.te  f is  contended  for  instead  of  an  imperial  one. 
1-.  peruaps,  the  prince  has  not  been  crowned,  ac* 
c.  t iii.g  \o  appointment. 

Morales,  as  yet  having  the  command  of 
t!ic  is  carrying  on  an  active  predatory  war. — 
'fl-ciC  were  some  apprehensions,  that,  as  there 
\ : c no  troops  at  hand  to  resist  him,  he  might  make 

a ach  at  and  capture  the  city  of  Caraccas,  which 
he  could  reach  in  twelve  hours  after  landing.  The 
people  of  Laguira  appear  to  have  been  considera- 
bly alarmed.  The  U.  S ship  Cyane  and  brig  Spark 
were  l>ing  there.  ’I'he  Colombian  commodore,  (Da 
niels),  was  expected,  and  then  it  was  hoped  that  the 
patriot  force  might  be  able  to  meet  tlie  royal,  at 
sea. 

Jjater—fvom  London  papers  of  the  29ih  September. 

The  fruits  of  the  successes  of  the  Greeks  on  the 
15th,  16th  and  17th  of  August,  were  3000  prisoners, 
2000  horses  and  200  camels.  The  head  of  the  pacha 
of  Salonicha  was  presented  to  the  senate  at  Argos, 
which  has  just  renounced  the  charge  of  military  af- 
fairs in  favor  of  Calestroni,  whom  they  have  ap- 
pointed  dictator,  for  the  time  being.  There  was  a 
naval  fight  off  Zante— the  Greeks  took  six  or  seven 
Turkish  frigates  or  corvettes,  and  sunk  several 
other  vessels;  the  rest  of  the  barbarian  fleet ‘sought 
protection  under  the  British  cannon’  at  Zanie,  &c. 
Chourschid  pacha  had  reached  Larissa,  with  only 
3000  men  out  of  the  40,000  with  which  he  had  at- 
tacked the  Greeks.  I hese  have  now  a seemingly 
good  prospect  of  effecting  their  independence. — 
Their  struggle  begins  to  excite  much  attention  in 
Europe,  and  they  will  get  assistance  from  many  in- 
dividuals. 

A London  paper,  of  the  29th  of  September, says — 
A Lisbon  mail  arrived  yesterday  with  papers  to  the 
15tli  instant.  On  the  11th  the  committee  of  the 
constitution  proposed  to  the  corles  a decree  to  the 
following  tenor: 

1.  That  the  decree  of  the  3d  of  .June  last,  con- 
voking an  assembly  of  the  constituent  cortes  in 
Brazil  is  null. 

2.  That  the  secretaries  of  state  at  Hio  Janeiro  are 
highly  responsible  for  the  illegality  of  so  despotic 
a resolution,  and  shall  be  impeached. 

3.  That  the  government  of  Bio  de  Janeiro,  diso- 
beying  the  cortes  and  constituting  itself  indepen- 
dent, contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Brazil, 
who  are  represented  in  this  assembly,  is  a govern- 
ment de  facto  and  not  de  jure,  and  that  the  obedi- 
ence of  any  autliority  will  be  criminal,  unless  when 
compelled  by  force. 

4.  That  the  delegated  authority  of  the  prince 
irball  immediately  cease,  and  that  the  king  appoint 


a regency  to  exercise  that  authority  in  the  manner 
already  sanctioned. 

5.  'rhat  the  prince  royal  shall  return  to  Portugal 
in  the  course  of  four  months,  rf<  koning  from  the 
day  wiren  the  jirc.sent  <lecree  shall  be  nuiiiied  to 
him;  and  if,  contrary  to  the  expectation,  lie  sltouM 
not  obey,  llie  proceedings  fixed  by  the  conslitulion 
shall  he  adopted. 

6.  That  every  commander  of  the  land  and  sea 
forces  shall  be  accounted  a traitor,  who  shall  obey 
the  government  at  Bio  de  .laneiro,  unless  compel- 
led  by  force. 

7.  I'liHi  the  government  shall  try  all  the  mean.r 
in  its  power  to  carry  all  tiiese  ie*.olutions  into  ef- 
fect. 

n^It  appears  pretty  evident  that,  before  the 
self  murder  oflord  Cast  lereagli,  a proposition  had 
been  made,  and  partially  adopteil,  to  crnsli  Spam, 
by  an  overwlu-hning  alherl  army,  while  British 
fleets  scoured  the  coasts,  Gcc.  and  it  seems  as  if 
that  kingd.oTi  was  to  have  been  held  as  Uic  properly 
of  the  “Holy  Allies.”  Whether  the  project  is 
wholly  abandoned  or  not,  is  unknown;  but  the  great 
mischief  has  lost  its  lieiid,  by  the  act  of  justice 
which  his  lordship  committed  on  himself. 

Goubin,  and  three  others,  wlu>  were  implicated 
witli  Berton,  and  condemned,  were  executed  at 
Paris  on  the  22d  S^ptemhe.r.  Goubin’s  last  words 
were  ^^Vive  la  liberie!"  The  sympathy  of  an  im- 
mense concourse  of  people  was  strongly  excited. 


Bank  of  Vincennes. 

rUOM  TtlK  HKOOKVILI,E  E.N  (^Ul  IIEK. 

For  the  iuform.-ition  of  tiie  public,  in  regard  to 
the  late  arrangement  made  by  our  senator  in  con- 
gress, James  Eoble,  in  relation  to  the  debt  due  to 
the  United  States  from  the  state  of  Indiana,  for  mo- 
neys deposited  in  the  bank  of  Vincennes,  w'e  are 
en.-abled  to  give  the  following  statement,  chiefly 
taken  from  papers  on  the  subject  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Noble,  who  has  favored  us  witli  their  perusal. 

On  the  7th  September  inst.  Mr.  Noble  attended 
atCorydon,  who  had  in  his  pos.session  certain  notes 
or  engagements,  executed  by  the  governor  of  this 
state  on  behalf  of  the  state,  to  the  president,  dii’ec- 
tors,  St  Co.  of  the  bank  of  Vincennes,  for  the  pay. 
ment  of  g30,8000.  On  the  22d  of  September,  1821, 
the  board  of  directors  of  said  bank  transferred  to 
Thomas  'P.  Tucker,  esq.  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  for  the  time  being,  and  his  successor  in 
o.flice,  the  notes  or  engagements  of  the  governor 
aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  a part  of  the 
deposites  to  the  United  Stales,  which  had  been 
made  by  them  in  said  Iiank.  Near  the  time  of  the 
transfer,  the  state  had  in  her  treasury  upwards  of 
S21,000,  in  notes  of  the  said  bank  and  branches. 

During  the  last  winter  and  spring,  Mr.  Ciawford, 
the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury  of  the  United  States, 
being  informed  that  the  state  objected  to  thetrans- 
fer  made  by  the  bank,  and  the  truth  of  the  case  be- 
ing  submitted  to  him,  he,  with  an  eye  single  to  the 
interest  of  the  United  States  and  the  interest  of  this 
state,  and,  to  prevent  any  collision  between  the  fe- 
deral  and  state  authority,  proposed  and  determined 
that  those  notes  or  engagements  of  the  governor 
should,  under  certain  restrictions,  be  delivered  to 
the  board  of  directors  of  said  bank.  In  pursuance 
of  the  restrictions  and  instructions  of  Mr.  CrawforJ, 
on  the  7th  of  Sept.  inst.  Mr.  Noble,  together  with 
the  treasurer  of  stale,  Daniel  C.  f.ane,  e.s  j.  litjui. 
dated  and  adjusted  a part  of  the  said  notes  or  en- 
gagements, amounting  to  ^25,159.  Two  ot  the  di- 
rectors of  the  saiil  bunk,  Dr.  G.  L,  Mu.-doci:  and 
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William  H.  Eads,  were  present,  and  received  the 
said  sum  of  g25,l59,  in  bank  notes  on  the  said  bank 
and  branches,  from  Mr.  Lane;  Mr.  Noble  delivered 
to  him,  as  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  so  many  of  the 
notes  or  engagements  aforesaid,  as  amounted  to  the 
sum  last  named;  Mr.  Noble  having,  previous  to  his 
setting  out  for  Corydon  for  the  purpose  aforesaid, 
taken  mortgages  of  the  board  of  directors  of  said 
bank,  through  their  attorney  and  agent,  in  favor  of 
the  United  States,  upon  real  estate,  consisting  of 
near  twenty  town  lots,  lying  in  Brookville  and  Con- 
nersville,  upon  which  there  are  seven  buildings  and 
other  improvements.  The  state  debt,  including 
interest,  up  to  the  29th  of  December  last,  amount^ 
ing  to  SS2,570  17,  leaving  a balance  due  by  the 
state  of  5^7,411  17,  which  is  payable  in  1823,  1825 
and  1826. 

The  Indiana  Republican  of  the  12th  inst.  states, 
“that  general  Noble  was  selected  to  arrange  the 
matter,  and  he  undertook  it  with  the  hope  and  ex. 
peciation  that  he  might  prevent  injury  to  the  state, 
and  for  his  services  he  is  to  receive  no  compensa- 
lion,”  which  statement  wc  have  no  doubt  contains 
the  fact. 


Protection  against  lightning. 

mOM  THE  PLYMOUTH,  (eKGLAHD),  TELEGUAPH, 

We  last  week  noticed  an  invention,  by  a gentle- 
man of  Plymouth,  for  conveying  the  electric  fluid, 
by  means  of  a copper  conductor  fixed  in  the  masts, 
through  the  bottom  of  ships.  Instead  of  being 
ascribed  to  Mr.  T.  Harris,  jun.  as  then  stated,  it 
should  have  been  Mr.  W.  S.  Harris.  The  experi- 
ment took  place  on  Monday  last,  on  board  the  Cale- 
donia, in  the  presence  of  the  navy  board,  sir  A. 
Cochrane,  commissioner  Shield,  several  captains  in 
the  navy,  and  the  principal  officers  of  the  dock- 
yard, in  the  following  manner:  The  Lomsa  cutter, 
having  had  a temporary  mast  and  topmast  fitted  with 
a copper  conductor,  according  to  Mr.  Harris’  plan, 
v/as  nmored  astern  of  the  Caledonia,  and  at  the  dis- 
tance of  eighty  feet  from  the  cutter  a boat  was 
stationed,  with  a small  brass  howitzer.  On  the  tiller- 
head  of  the  Caledonia  were  placed  the  electrical  ma. 
chine  and  an  electrical  jar,  with  the’outer  coating 
of  which  a line  was  connected,  having  a metallic 
wire  woven  in  it;  this  line  being  carried  out  of  the 
starboard  window  of  the  wardroom,  terminated  in 
an  insulated  pointed  w'ire  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  touch-hole  of  the  howitzer:  a similar  line 
was  passed  from  the  larboard  window,  which  com- 
municated with  the  mast-head  of  the  cutter,  and,  at 
the  termination  of  the  bolt  through  the  keel,  a 
chain  was  attached,  connected  with  another  insu- 
lated pointed  wire  in  the  boat,  placed  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  touch  hole — the  space  between  the  insulat- 
ted  points  being  the  only  interval,  in  a circuit  of 
about  300  feet,  from  the  positive  to  the  negative 
side  of  the  jar.  Some  gunpowder  being  placed  in 
contact  with  the  conductor  in  the  cutter  and  the 
priming  in  the  interval  of  the  insulated  points,  the 
jar  was  charged,  and  the  line  attached  to  the  mast 
head  of  the  cutter  being  brought  into  contact  with 
the  positive  or  inside  of  the  jar,  a discharge  of  elec- 
tric matter  followed,  which  was  passed  by  the  line 
to  the  mast-head,  and  by  the  conductor  through 
the  powder  to  the  chain  in  the  water,  by  which  it 
was  conveyed  to  the  interrupted  communication  in 
tlie  boat,  where  it  passed,  in  the  form  of  a spark, 
and,  discharging  the  howitzer,  returned  to  the  ne- 
galive  or  outside  of  the  jar,  by  the  line  leading  into 
the  starboard  window,  thereby  demonstrating  that 
a quantity  of  olectrjc  matter  had  been  |)assed  by  the 


conductor  through  the  powder,  (without  igniting 
it),  in  contact  with  the  mast  of  the  cutter,  sufficient 
to  dischage  the  howitzer.  Mr.  Harris  tlien  detach- 
ed the  communication  between  the  keel  of  the  cut- 
ter and  the  positive  wire  in  the  boat,  leaving  that 
wire  to  communicate  with  the  water  only;  but  this 
interruption  did  not  impede  or  divert  the  charge, 
as  the  discharge  of  the  howitzer  was  eillcted  with 
equal  success  as  in  the  first  instance,  the  water 
forming  the  only  conductor  from  the  cutter  to  the 
boat.  In  order  to  demonstrate  that  a trifling  frac- 
ture  or  interruption  in  the  conductor  would  not  be 
important,  it  was  cut  through  with  a saw;  but  this 
produced  no  material  injury  to  its  conducting 
power. 

These  trials,  carried  on  under  the  disadvantages 
of  unfavorable  weather,  could  not  tail  of  convincing 
all  present  of  its  etticacy,  and  called  forth  the  de- 
cided approbation  of  the  navy  board  in  particular, 
which  was  evinced  by  sir  T.  B.  Martin  requesting 
Mr.  Harris  to  superintend  the  equipment  of  the 
masts  of  the  Mindin  74,  and  Java  frigate,  prepara- 
tory  to  its  general  introduction  into  the  navy. 


Putnam’s  Rock. 

FHOM  SlLLIMAJf’s  JOURNAL. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  professor  Dana,  of  Dartmouth 

college,  to  the  editor,  dated  February  5th,  1822. 

I have  received  an  accout  of  **Putnam*s  Rock** 
which  is  in  the  river  opposite  West  Point.  Itwasgiv- 
en  to  me  by  my  friend  colonel  Tucker,  of  Glouces- 
ter, (.Mass.)  and  the  history,  as  connected  with  the 
American  revolution,  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting; 
I will  give  it  in  his  own  words,  as  there  is  a naivette 
in  his  manner  of  relating  it. 

This  famous  rock,  originally  a native  of  the  high- 
lands above  West  Point,  was  situated  on  the  ex- 
treme height  of  Butter  Hill*;  when  the  morning 
fog  was  descending  from  the  hill,  it  had  a very  beau- 
tiful appearance,  not  much  unlike  a horseman’s 
tent  or  hospital  marquee  riding  on  the  cloud.  It 
was  a common  amusement  for  the  officers  when  oft 
duty  to  roll  large  rocks  from  the  sides  of  those 
hills.  These  often  set  others  going  with  them,  to 
the  great  terror  of  those  persons  who  were  below. 
One  day  when  this  laborious  amusement  was  over, 
colonel  Rufus  Putnam  proposed  going  up  to  take  a 
peep  of  this  curiously  situated  rock;  it  was  found 
situated  on  a flat  rock  of  great  extent,  and  near  the 
brink  of  a considerable  precipice,  and  hung  very 
much  over  it.  Colonel  Putnam  believed  that  it  was 
moveable,  and  if  once  moved,  that  it  would  roH 
over;  and  fallingfrom  20  to  50feet,  would  commence 
its  route  to  the  river.  A few  days  after,  we  formed 
a party  of  officers,  with  our  servants,  who  took 
with  them  axes,  drag-ropes,  &c.  in  order  to  procure 
levers  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the  rock,  which 
we  soon  found  was  in  our  power.  The  lever.s 
being  fixed  with  ropes  to  the  end  of  them  all,  col. 
Putnam,  who  headed  the  party,  ordered  us  to  haul 
the  ropes  tight,  and,  at  the  word  congress,  to  give 
a long  pull,  a strong  pull,  and  a pull  altogether.- 
This  we  did;  the  levers  fell,  the  rock  rofted  over, 
tumbled  from  the  precipice,  and  took  up  its  line  of 
march  for  the  river!  The  party  then  had  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  the  most  majestic  oaks  and  lofti- 
est pines  bowing  down  in  homage  and  obedience 
to  this  mighty  traveller,  which  never  stopped  till 
it  had  reached  the  bed  of  the  river,  where  it  now 
lies  on  the  edge  of  the  fiats,  and  far  enough  from 

*This  hill  is  1520  feet  above  tide  water,  and 

loo2  above  its  base,  according  to  capt.  Partridge. 
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the  shore  fora  coasting  vessel  to  sail  around  it.  The 
party  followed  after  in  its  path,  and  were  astonish- 
ed to  see  that  rocks  of  many  tons  weight,  and  trees 
of  the  largest  size,  were  ground  to  powder;  on  ar- 
riving at  the  river  the  party  embarked,  and  landed, 
to  the  number  of  sixty  or  seventy,  on  the  rock, 
when  colonel  Putnam  broke  a bottle  of  whiskey 
and  named  it  “Putnam’s  Rock,”  1 may  have  for- 
gotten  some  of  the  minutiae  of  the  transaction  in 
the  lapse  of  43  years,  but  it  is  a fact  that  the  rock 
now  in  the  river  was  removed  Irom  the  extrente 
lop  of  liutter  Hill  by  the  oflicers  of  colonel  liufus 
Putnam’s  regiment,  in  the  revolutionary  war,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  somelime  in  the  montl; 
of  June,  in  the  year  1.  78. 


Naval  Power. 

From  the  tvork  of  Monsieur  Du  Pradt,  *upon  colonies.* 

[thasslated  foutuk  sational  hctellioeucer.] 
The  sea  is  the  element  common  to  all  people, 
the  way  open  to  all,  for  the  relations  of  which  all 
have  need  with  all;  the  military  marine,  protect- 
ress of  the  mercantile  marine,  is  the  conservatory 
means  of  these  relations;  the  sea,  no  more  than  the 
continent,  cannot  support  one  universal  and  ex- 
clusive empire;  from  thence  alliances  between  ma- 
ritime powers  for  the  liberty  of  the  seas,  like  con- 
tinential  alliances  for  the  liberty  of  the  continent. 
The  same  necessities  have  dictated  the  same  mea- 
sures. Under  the  reign  of  Louis  the  fourteenth, 
the  epocha  of  the  creation  of  military  marines  in 
Europe,  there  was  counted  four  great  marines; 
those  of  England,  of  France,  of  Spain,  and  of  Hol- 
land; they  were  seen  to  struggle  against  each  other, 
together  or  separately,  and,  as  always  happens  in 
the  commencement  of  establishments,  with  suc- 
cess balanced  enough  to  maintain  some  equilibrium, 
and  by  that  some  liberty.  Holland  did  not  fear  to 
measure  herself  alone  with  England  and  France 
tinited — since  that  epocha  the  maritime  power  of 
Europe  was  divided  into  two  parts,  England  on  one 
side,  and  France  and  Spain  on  the  other;  in  the 
two  wars  of  1740  and  1756,  the  French  marine,  not- 
withstanding the  co-operation  of  that  of  Spain, 
could  not  defend  the  colonial  possessions  of  France. 
In  the  American  war,  the  two  marines,  reinforced 
by  that  of  Holland,  did  not  fairly  balance  the  Eng- 
lish marine.  They  could  not  wipe  out  the  afront 
of  the  12th  of  April,  nor  shut  the  entrance  of  Gib- 
raltar. * * * * 

It  may  be  said  that, 'from  this  epocha,  people 
have  learnt  to  know  all  the  value  of  the  sea;  before 
it  was  the  secret  of  some,  such  as  England  and 
Holland:  now  it  is  that  of  all;  but  how  much  have 
things  changed  since  those  times?  the  revolution 
has  delivered  the  ocean  to  England,  and  with  it  all 
the  colonies,  all  the  marines  of  Europe.  Her  posi- 
tion, in  the  centre  of  the  European  ocean,  inter- 
dicts the  communication  of  the  north  with  the  south. 
Where  could  they  unite?  All  that  would  go  out  of 
the  sound  would  be  arrested  at  Heligoland,  at  Fer- 
roe:  it  would  have  to  pass  under  this  long  battery 
from  Yarmouth  to  Plymouth.  The  channel  is  a 
sea  shut  by  the  ports  of  England,  a real  English 
roadsted,  through  which  the  squadrons  of  France 
and  Holland  would  never  dare  to  pass,  to  form  a 
junction.  At  the  first  signal,  Brest,  Cadiz,  and 
Toulon,  would  be  blockaded;  Gibraltar  shuts  the 
entrance  of  the  Mediterranean;  Malta  occupies  the 
centre  of  it;  Corfu  overawes  the  Adriatic.  Where 
to  pass  or  reunite?  It  is  the  same  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  world.  Where  England  has  given  her- 
self positions  desperating  for  all  maritime  people, 


A coalition  of  all  the  marines  of  Europe  against 
England,  is  then  a thing  to  be  of  reason.  But, 
some  of  the  parts  of  this  coalition  are  toa  much  ex- 
posed in  their  commerce  and  their  colonies,  not  to 
prefer  their  actual  sufferings  to  their  aggravation, 
which  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  a rup- 
ture with  England.  This  latter  has  left  them  colo- 
nies and  commerce,  precisely  what  is  enougli  to  form 
a web  woven  by  fear  and  by  the  discretions  it  always 
dictates.  An  eternal  statu  quo  is  the  only  calcula- 
tion of  these  powers;  provided  it  lasts,  it  is  sufli- 
cienr.  There  is  but  one  power  independent  of 
England;  it  is  Russia;  and  the  first  owes  some  regard 
to  her  for  the  sake  of  her  commerce.  Rut,  there 
the  power  of  Russia  stops.  At  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  at  Ceylon,  at  Trinidad,  at  Barbadoes,  at 
Halifax  the  English  are,  with  respect  to  colonies, 
in  the  same  position  as  they  are  at  Heligoland,  at 
Gibraltar,  at  Malta,  with  respect  to  Europe.  Slavery 
is  there,  as  well  as  here.  In  this  condition,  all  mi- 
litary marine  in  Europe  is  a useless  expense,  a 
subject  oftriumph  prepared  for  England,  and,  since 
it  must  be  said,  a real  absurdity.  In  eifect,  what 
other  name  to  give  to  an  expense  which  returns 
nothing,  which  serves  neither  for  attack  or  defence, 
and  which  definitively  profits  only  the  enemy?  It 
is  no  longer  within  itself  that  Europe  must  seek 
its  means  of  maritime  enfranchisement;  it  is  no  lon- 
ger upon  itself  that  it  can  solidly  support  its  lever  to 
raise  the  burden  which  crushes  it;  it  is  upon  America. 
Hereafter  the  principle  of  its  liberation  is  there. — 
We  have  just  seen  the  proof  in  the  war  of  the  United 
States  against  England;  they  have  more  tormented 
England  than  all  the  united  marines  of  Europe  have 
done.  The  reason  is  very  simple;  the  remoteness 
from  England.  At  this  distance  from  the  seat  of 
her  power,  she  loses  a part  of  the  advantages  which 
render  her  so  formidable  in  Europe;  consequently, 
the  more  there  shall  be  states  like  to  the  United 
States,  the  more  will  there  be  allies  for  Europe; 
for  all  these  states,  like  the  United  States,  are  es- 
sentially navigating,  possessing  an  infinite  number 
of  ports  and  rivers  which  invite  navigation  and  com- 
merce, will  have  the  greatest  interest  in  the  liberty' 
of  the  seas.  In  an  alliance  with  the  weak  upon  the 
sea,  against  the  strong,  the  natural  oppressors  of 
the  weak;  consequently,  every  flag  of  liberty  rais- 
ed in  America  will  cover  the  seas  of  Europe  with  a 
tutelary  shade. 

Suppose  in  America  some  free  states,  as  Brazil, 
the  United  States,  Mexico;  and  upon  the  other  re- 
verse of  this  country,  Peru  and  Chili.  In  this  state 
of  liberty  which  cannot  escape  them  sooner  or  later, 
do  we  not  see  raised  with  them  as  many  rivals 
against  England,  as  many  ship-yards,  and  arsenals, 
as  we  count  in  the  United  States,  and  all  at  the 
service  of  Europe  against  the  common  enemy',  the 
master  of  the  sea,  whatever  name  he  bears^.for  as 
soon  as  he  is  master,  he  is  the  enemy  of  all  tliat  is 
weaker  than  him,  and  also  all  are  enemies  to  him. 
Do  we  not  see  raised,  with  the  means  to  support  it,  a 
general  struggle  for  the  independence  of  the  seas-a 
struggle  which,  in  this  case,  cannot  fail  of  its  ettect, 
favored  as  it  will  be  found  to  be  by  the  position  of 
the  parties  that  will  take  part  in  it,  whilst  it  is  im- 
possible for  Europe  alone  to  establish  a like  one, 
precisely  by  reason  of  its  position  and  proximity 
with  England.  When  England  shall  have  to  block- 
ade at  once  all  America  and  all  Europe,  her  block- 
ades, instead  of  being  a chain  of  iron  that  cannot  be 
broken,  as  we  have  seen  in  the  last  20  years,  will 
be  no  more  than  spider  webs  that  can  be  pierced 
at  will.  When  her  vessels  shall  have  to  guard  sta- 
tions severa,!  thousand  leagues  distant,  without  as- 
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suretl  ports  of  refit;  when  her  commerce,  exiled 
from  tile  two  continents,  pursued  by  swarms  of  pri- 
vateers, sliull  extend  its  withered  arms  to  tlie  metro- 
polis, suppliant  for  peace;  then  will  be  re  establish 
ed  a muntime  liberty  for  Europe  which  she  cannot 
obtain  by  her  o wn  proper  means.  Let  us  say  it  with 
out  balancing,  witiiout  the  independence  of  colo- 
nies, Europe  has  nothing  better  to  do  than  to  burn 
'ail  her  vessels;  for  tljere  is  not  a single  one  which 
is  not  destined  to  be  drawn  in  triumph  to  London 
in  eight  days  after  they  shall  dare  to  put  to  sea; 
without  the"  independence  of  colonies,  all  the  ves- 
sels of  war  of  Europe  will  be  taken,  or  will  rot  in 
tile  ports;  such  is  the  arret  of  fate,  of  which  England 
is  ihe  minister. 

'J'iiis  was  then  the  capital  error  of  the  politics  of 
Najioleon;  lie  wanted  to  enfranchise  the  seas  by 
Kitropc ! and  it  was  only  by  America  that  that  could 
be  done.  He  turned  his  back  upon  his  aim  by  go- 
ing to  search  for  it  in  Russia,  where  surely  it  was 
not.  Sucliisyet  tlie  error  of  Spain;  she  does  not 
perceive  that,  in  laboring  to  re-establish  the  depen- 
dence of  America,  in  her  own  regard,  she  only  con- 
firms her  own  dependence  upon  England,  who  will 
be  able  to  dispose  of  all  the  force  of  which  she 
would  have  need  against  America.  France  does 
not  act  more  wisely  in  not  occupying  herself  to 
prepare  a future,  less  servile  than  the  condition  to 
which  she  is  descended. 

A proposition  so  new  as  that  which  is  just  an- 
nounced, cannot  fail  to  excite  much  outcry,  the 
thing  is  easy  to  foresee,  and,  above  all,  to  explain, 
from  the  interests  wliich  it  reaches.  But  what  are 
outcries  against  the  truth?  It  is  precisely  because 
this  truth ^s  new,  that  it  ought  to  be  published. — 
Let  us  then  pursue  our  route,  and  make  to  France 
the  application  of  these  principles.  Let  us  ask,  for 
what  purpose  docs  her  marine  serve,  in  the  actual 
condition?  It  has  two  objects — commerce  and  po- 
licy; that  is  to  say,  riches  and  power.  We  protect 
commerce  with  vessels  of  war;  with  them  we  fight, 
we  drive  off, or  humiliate,  the  enemy.  The  question 
is,  then,  to  judge  of  the  interest  France  can  have  to 
preserve  a military  marine,  to  examine  to  what  de- 
gree it  can  fulfil  this  double  destination.  The  mili- 
tary marine  of  France  cannot  protect  its  mercantile 
navigation,  &,c.  It  follows,  from  this  expose,  that 
the  French  marine  is  both  useless  and  ruinous, 
which  is  loo  much,  by  half,  &c.  But  we  discover  in 
this  same  French  marine  a certain  and  immense 
utility,  in  allying  itself  with  the  system  of  the  in- 
dependence of  colonies,  a system  that  will  give  to 
all  the  marines  of  Europe  auxiliaries,  which  will 
enfranchise  it  from  the  supremacy  of  England,  from 
which  they  are  impotent,  of  themselves,  to  deli- 
ver it. 


Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

GOVERNOR’S  MESSAGE. 

Frankfort  Oct.  22.— This  day  at  twelve  o’clock, 
his  excellency,  the  governor,  transmitted  to  both 
houses  the  following  message: 

Fdlo~itf  citizens  of  the  senate 

Jhul  of  the  house  of  representatives: 

Amid  the  rich  and  numerous  blessings  with 
which  Providence  has  signalized  our  happy  coun- 
try, we  have  not  been  wholly  exempted  from  some 
of  its  severest  calamities.  While  peace,  tranqui- 
lity and  order  have  reigned  throughout  the  land; 
while  the  fruits  of  the  earth  have  repaid  the  labors 
of  the  husbandmen  with  a bounteous  profusion, 
and  every  species  of  industry  and  skill  have  been 
liberally  encouraged  by  the  rewards  of  reviving 


commerce,  while  our  people  have  witnessed  with- 
joy  and  tluinktulness  the  masculine  growth  oftheir 
fivorile  iiisiitutions,  and  hailed,  witii  senfimonts  of 
just  and  exalted  pride,  the  glorious  triumiihs  of 
that  redeeming  spirit,  inspired  by  their  own  ex- 
ample, which,  in  distant  regions  of  tlie  v-o’^ld,  im- 
pelled the  votaries  of  republican  freedom  to  plant 
her  standard  on  the  grave  of  departed  de.spoiisn;, 
the  sudden  incursions  of  sickness  and  death  liavc 
cast  an  unexampled  gloom  over  diiferent  portions 
of  our  liealthful  state.  In  common  with  her  sister 
states,  Kentucky,  during  the  short  periods  of  the 
summer  and  autumn,  experienced  an  unusual  visi- 
tation of  disease.  When  we  look  back  on  the  suf- 
ferings inflicted  by  tlie  prevalence  of  a general 
malady  and  remember — who  can  forget  it? — tliut 
we  have  been  deprived  of  some  of  our  most  valua- 
ble and  respected  citizen?,  it  is  with  hearts  full  of 
gratitude  to  a kind  Providence  that  our  minds  are 
averted  fr?>m  the  painful  retrospect  by  the  welcom-e 
and  consolatory  assoraice  that  the  evil  has  departed, 
and  that  returning  health,  witlv  her  long  train  of 
blessings,  occupies  again  her  accustomed  abode! 

The  general  assembly  has  legislated  so  fully  on 
the  great  interests  of  education,  timt  it  only  remains 
for  them  to  give  successful  operation  to  their  wise 
and  liberal  plans,  by  a patient  and  persevering  ap- 
plication of  the  means  which  have  been  appropriat- 
ed  for  the  attainment  of  the  most  laudable  and  ne- 
cessary objects.  You  will  have  before  you,  during 
the  present  session,  the  result  of  the  diversified 
inquiries  and  united  deliberations  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee,  heretofore  appointed  on  the  subject  of  free 
schools,  and  will  not  fail  to  avail  yourselves  of  all 
the  lights  to  be  expected  from  the  report  of  that 
committee,  in  any  subsequent  modifications  whicii 
experience  shall  suggest,  or  a more  minute  know- 
ledge of  the  subject  muy  recomnve.nd,  in  the  prac- 
tical devclopement  of  the  system  adopted.  The 
state  university  continues  to  flourish.  Its  recent 
growth  is  unrivalled;  and  the  benefits  it  dispenses 
are  diffused  far  beyond  the  limits  of  our  own  state.^ 
When  we  consider  how  large  a sum  of  money  it 
retains  among  us,  which  would  otherw'ise  be  ex- 
pended abroad  in  educating  our  youth  in  habits  and 
opinions,  not  the  most  happily  adapted  to  render 
them  useful  at  home;  and  that  it  attracts  from  other 
states  a considerable  amount  that  could  not  in  a 
different  mode  be  obtained,  this  institution  miglit 
well  be  estimated,  by  avarice  itself,  as  worth  all  the 
care  ami  expense  that  it  has  cost.  But  when  we 
regard  it  as  a distinguished  seat  of  science,  afrord- 
ing  all  the  means  for  the  attainment  of  knowledge, 
which  are  common  to  any  seminary  of  learning  in 
the  United  States,  tlie  advantages  of  its  rich  anti 
imperishable  contributions  to  our  moral  strength 
and  intellectual  acquisitions, are  not  to  be  calculat- 
ed by  the  standard  of  wealth,  but  of  glory.  We 
may  he  permitted  to  felicitate  ourselves  on  the 
rapid  and  general  dissemination  of  useful  and  libe- 
ral knowledge,  through  all  classes  of  society,  and  to 
hail  with  sentiments  of  deep  delight  the  auspicious 
era,  at  which  philosophy  and  the  muses  claim  s 
residence  in  the  wilderness  of  the  west. 

Our  colleges  and  schools,  fostered  by  that  nasent 
spirit  of  improvement  which  prevades  the  whole 
community,  are  daily  multiplying  the  sources  of 
instruction,  and  extending  the  sphere  oftheir  use- 
fulness. In  several  of  the  former,  although  com- 
paratively in  their  infancy,  a complete  course  of 
academical  learning  is  given;  and  in  others  is  post- 
poned only  for  tlie  want  of  competent  teacliers;  a 
■ defect  soon  to  be  remedied  by  the  almnrd  of  u>f£ 
university. 
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Your  predecessors,  duly  impressed  wiih  liie  vital  j 
importance  of  education  in  a government  like  ours,  j 
liuve  m.ade  it  a subject  of  ieg-islalive  concernment,  j 
't’tms  It  becomes  your  duty  to  inspect  tlie  existinjj  j 
institutions  of  learning,  to  correct  tlieir  errors,  and 
supply  tiieir  wants;  and  thus  opportunity  is  afrorJ- 
edyou  or  participating  in  the  liigli  honors  whidi  are 
due  to  those  who  enhgliten  :mu  reform  the  public 
mind.  j 

The  digest  of  the  statute  laws  now  in  force  in  this  j 
commonwealth,  authorized  by  t!ie  act  of  December  | 
6,  1821,  has  been  executed  and  afiproved,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  next  rnontli  will  be  ready  tor  dis-  j 
u-ibution.  It  is  believed  tliat  the  work  will  meet  | 
’die  expeclalions  of  the  legislature  and  prove  itself  j 
of  iT..7ieiise  utility  to  the  community  at  large. 

The  subject  of  our  currency  will  no  doubt  occupy  j 
a portion  of  your  deliberations,  and  it  may  be  ex-  j 
peeled  mat  1 will  not  remain  wliolly  silent  on  so  j 
important  a topic.  Permit  me  to  remark,  that  the 
great  and  complicated  concerns  of  finance  can  re- 
ceive but  little  advancement  from  the  frequency  of 
legislation.  'I'he  constancy  and  patience  of  virtu- 
ous economy;  the  victorious  energies  of  w’ell  direct- 
ed industry;  and  the  demands  of  f oreign  commerce, 
regulate  the  wants,  acquisitions  of  every  people. 

It  is  true,  that  communities,  like  individuals,  are 
sometimes  doomed  to  endure  tlie  severities  of  un- 
locked for  disease.  Extraordinary  emergencies, 
and  inevitable  calamities,  impose  the  adoption  of 
appropriate  experiments  to  avert  or  mitigate  the 
sufterings  tiiat  attend  tliem. 

The  safely  of  society  beciimeslhe  ruling  motive 
of  the  law;  and  every  controling  power  of  the  state 
;nusL  submit  to  llie  paramount  Lw  o>f  necessity.  But 
as  such  a condition  of  aiTairs  is  unnatural,  its  con- 
tinuance must  be  destructive,  and  that  people,  tlie 
rigour  of  whose  circumstances  compels  them  often 
to  depart  from  the  established  order  of  their  legis- 
lations, and  long  to  require  extraneous  aid  of  unu- 
sual remedies,  must  lose  in  time  the  graceful  con- 
sistency of  their  national  character,  and  weaken 
the  salutary  influence  of  those  venerable  usages, 
the  sanctity  of  whose  immemorial  authority  exerts 
so  persuasive  an  influence  over  the  affections  of 
the  heart.  If  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  has  been 
compelled  to  yield  for  a season  to  the  imperious 
nature  of  causes  which  it  could  not  subdue,  in  de- 
vising measures  requisite  to  insure  the  general  wel- 
fare; has  sanctioned  means  heretofore  not  usually 
employed,  let  it  never  be  forgotten,  that  the  mea- 
sures adopted  have  completely  realized  their  pro- 
posed ends;  that  an  agitated  and  endangered  popu- 
lation of  a half  a milion  of  souls  has  been  tranquiliz- 
ed  and  secured  without  the  infliction  of  legal  injus- 
tice or  the  example  of  violated  morality.  I rejoice 
that  the  hour  is  near  at  hand,  when  we  may  change, 
without  fear  or  injury,  our  precautionary  attitude, 
and,  mingling  freely  in  the  emulative  pursuits  of 
nations,  with  increased  vigour  urge  onward  our 
career  of  wealth,  of  power  and  of  fame. 

I respectfully  suggest  for  your  consideration  the 
propriety  for  authorizing  by  law  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky to  pay,  in  a short  period  of  time,  into  the 
Bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  notes  of  the 
latter,  the  whole  amount  of  the  capital  stock  own- 
ed by  the  state  in  the  former.  Such  a measure, 
by  withdrawing  at  once  from  circulation,  at  least 
one  sixth  part  of  the  entire  amount  of  the  notes 
issued  by  the  Bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  already 
considerably  reduced  by  regular  calls  on  the  prin- 
cipal loaned  and  the  payment  of  accruing  interest, 
could  not  fail  greatly  to  raise  the  credit  of  the  pa- 
per. If  to  this  a provision  were  added  autliorizing 


the  to  make  'discretionary  calls  on  her 

debtors,  tlie  legislature  would  have  done  all,  in  re- 
lation to  that  institution,  which  appears  to  me  ex- 
pedient at  this  time.  '1  he  measures  alluded  to, 
would  afford  a satisfactory  demonstration  to  the 
minds  of  all  candid  men,  of  your  justice  and  fideli- 
ty. They  would  silence  tlie  clamors  of  those  wlio 
have  depreciated  the  credit  of  the  paper  by  im- 
peaching the  integrity  of  the  public  faith,  and  in- 
spire tlie  community  with  increased  confidence  in 
the  final  redemption  of  the  notes.  The  resources 
pledged  for  this  purpose  would  retnain  undiminisli- 
ed,  while  the  aggregate  amount  of  tlie  notes  to  be 
redeemed  would  be  daily  decreasing  and  their  re- 
lative value  correspondingly  enhanced,  lhat  the 
state  should  receive  in  payment  for  lier  stock  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  is  pecu- 
Iwarly  proper,  because  sf»c  holds  at  her  disposal  the 
entire  capital,  on  the  faith  of  which  tliose  notes 
were  issued.  Every  dollar  that  she  receives  ex- 
empts the  general  fund  appropriated  for  redemp- 
tion from  its  liability  for  an  equal  amount,  and 
leaves  the  bank  in  possession  of  a valid  claim  oi. 
its  debtors  who  borrowed  the  sum  tlms  withdrawn 
from  circulation. 

When  the  interest  now  held  by  the  state  shall 
have  been  withdrawn  from  the  Bank  of  Kentucky, 
her  direct  participation  in  the  government  of  that 
institution,  as  contemplated  by’  existing  provisions, 
will  cease.  Tlie  design  of  those  regulations,  it  is 
hoped,  will  not  be  changed.  'I'lie  divided  gove.'-n- 
inent  of  the  private  stockholders  and  tlie  slate,  es- 
tablished by  the  original  charter  of  the  corpoia- 
tion,  was  impolitic  and  unequal.  It  lias  been  the 
origin  of  much  evil,  and  no  advantage  can  be  fair- 
ly anticipated  iVom  its  longer  duration. 

'I'he  resources  of  that  institution  m »y  enable  it, 
during  the  ensuing  year,  to  resume  specie  pay- 
ments. This  is  an  event  most  e.arneslly  to  be  de- 
sired; and  one  which  ought  not  to  be  delayed  a 
moment  longer  than  the  inability,  to  sustain  such 
payments,  exists.  When  we  consider  the  almost 
entire  reduction  of  our  foreign  debts,  and  the 
consequent  indulgence  and  protection  aflbrded  to 
them;  the  vast  returns  of  trade;  the  growth  of  eco- 
nomical habits;  and  the  excitement  to  general  in- 
dustry produced  by  the  pressure  of  the  times;  we 
cannot  doubt  the  removal  of  numerous  and  formida- 
ble obstacles  that  have  impeded  the  usual  current  of 
business,  and  diverted  our  resources  into  new  and 
unproductive  channels.  The  resumption  of  specie 
payment  by  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  would  promote 
the  rapid  circulation,  that  is  at  present  wliolly  un- 
employed, impart  new  life  to  commerce,  add  jiow- 
erful  incentives  to  industry,  and  restore  public  con- 
fidence  in  the  moneyed  institutions  of  the  cminlry. 
Nor  could  the  payment  of  specie  by  the  Bank  of 
Keiftucky  be  in  any  manner  detrimental  to  the 
Bank  of  the  Commonwealth.  By  gradual,  but  not 
oppressive  calls  and  the  operation  of  the  resources 
before  recommended,  its  notes  in  circulation  must 
soon  be  diminished  below  the  amount  which,  after 
discharging  all  the  functions  assigned  them,  will 
be  adequate  to  meet  the  requisitions  made  at  bank. 
These  requisitions  must  therefore  be  met  by  pay- 
ment in  specie  or  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Ken- 
tucky, which,  by  this  indiscriminate  and  inevitable 
application,  will  be  rendered  of  equal  value  to  the 
Bank  of  the  Commonwealth.  If  the  whole  of  the 
amount  of  the  circulating  medium  of  the  state  shall 
be  diminished,  the  inconveniences  of  such  diminu- 
tion will  be  more  than  compensated  by  the  free- 
dom of  its  circulation,  and  the  facilities  gained  by 
the  re-establishment  of  credit,  To  produce  these 
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imjiortant  results  it  is  true  that  time  is  req.uired. 
IJut  time,  in  its  sileut  anti  powerful  developements, 
is  always  in  advance  of  man’s  anticipations. 

1 cannot  close  this  communication  without  once 
more  earnestly  inviting-  the  attention  of  tl>e  gene 
ral  assembly  to  the  subject  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum, 
and  the  coriditiojt  of  the  state  penitentiary.  To 
my  previous  communications  I beg  leave  to  refer 
for  an  exposition  of  my  general  views  in  relation 
to  those  important,  but  Jieglected  institutions.  An 
inspection  of  the  accounts  of  the  auditor,  exhibit- 
ing the  afinual  disbursements  at  the  treasury,  for 
the  maintenance  of  persons  of  unsound  mind,  and 
a comparison  of  this  rapidly  increasing  item  of  pub- 
lic expenditure,  with  the  probable  expense  attend- 
ing the  support  and  recovery  of  these  unfortunate 
beings,  embraced  in  the  proposals  of  the  Fayette 
hospital,  demonstrably  establish  the  humiliating 
fact,  that  the  present  wretched  and  impracticable 
system,  wholly  inadequate  as  it  is  for  every  pur- 
pose  of  mental  restoration,  is  supported  at  a charge 
more  than  sufficient  to  afford  the  afflicted  sidferers 
every  gentle  and  humane  attention,  and  all  the 
kindly  aids  of  restoring  skill,  which  form  the  con- 
stitnent  regulations  of  a well  appointed  asylum. 

The  penitentiary  system  has  been  adopted  by 
most  of  the  North  American  republics.  'I'his  ge- 
neral sanction  is  lionorable  to  our  country,  and 
worthy  the  imitation  of  all  civilized  nations.  It  is 
no  longer  a question  wliether  the  system  is  of 
practical  utility,  and  its  introduction  a blessing  to 
mankind.  It  is  progressively  and  widely  extend 
iag  its  triumphant  march.  'I'he  principles  on  which 
it  rests  find  easy  converts  and  zealous  advocates  in 
every  clime,  where  generous  feelings  and  enlight 
ened  sentiments  prevail;  and  the  only  inquiry 
among  the  friends  of  human  happiness,  freedom 
and  reform,  is,  how  can  his  benign  invention  be 
improved  and  perfected:’  Kentucky  was  among 
the  first  of  the  states  that  established  a pcnilenlia- 
ry  and  her  example  has  contributed  to  ^vropiliate 
general  approbation. 

How  strange,  how  lamentable  an  instance  of  the 
mutability  of  opinion,  if  she  should  be  the  first  to 
abandon  a system  she  has  so  successfully  recom- 
mended! Yet  the  simple  question  which  obtrudes 
itself  is,  will  you  have  a penitentiary?  It  is  nug;  - 
tor}'^  to  amuse  ourselves  with  Mattering  hopes  of 
salutary  amenclments  when  we  are  destitute  of  an 
adequate  object  to  amend.  I am  not  now  urging 
upon  your  adoption  a single  imjirovement  in  the 
general  system;  but  am  driven  to  tlie  melancholy 
supplication  that  you  will  not  permit  the  system 
itself  to  pens').  'I'he  existing  establishment,  in  the 
best  condition  that  the  means  alioided  ca)i  place  it, 
is  merely  a confined  and  ruinous  work  shop,  neces- 
sarily  deprived  of  every  concomitant  aid  designed 
for  the  reformation  of  the  convict,  and,  furnishing, 
within  its  walls  in  spite  of  every  available  precau- 
tion, the  opportunities  and  incentives  to  the  most 
contaminating  associations  and  the  promulgation  of 
the  most  depraved  principles.  From  such  a place 
repentant  virtue  never  cun  return.  With  the  pre- 
sent increase  of  our  population  and  in  the  existing 
state  of  society,  such  hu  institution  is  a curse:  and 
the  general  assembly,  in  obedience  to  the  force  of 
circumstances,  must  very  soon  adapt  it  to  the  wants 
of  our  actual  condition  or  return  to  the  bloody  code 
of  our  fatliers. 

On  a subject  so  momentous  in  its  consequences 
to  the  most  sacred  rights  of  the  community,  1 feel 
an  extreme  solicitude  whicli  I shall  not  pretend  to 
disguise.  But  this  solicitude  does  not  arise  in  the 
slightest  degree  from  a distrust  of  the  justice  and 


magnanimity  of  rny  country.  T o estimate  thia  mat- 
ter  correctly,  it  is  only  necessary  to  consider  it. 
This  is  not  a money. making,  or  a money  saving 
project.  Jt  is  a magnificent  plan,  devised  by  the 
spirit  of  philanthropy  and  approved  by  the  pro- 
foundest  wisdom,  to  accelerate  the  progress  of  civi- 
lization, to  diminish  the  sufferings,  and  amend  the 
morals  of  human  kind.  In  the  support  of  such  a 
plan,  on  the  succes.sful  termination  of  which  is 
deeply  staked  the  dignity  of  our  race,  no  frigid 
speculations  of  abstract  policy,  no  mercenary  cal- 
culations of  pecuniary  profit,  should  retard  the  con- 
summation of  the  noble  design.  The  protection 
which  every  government  owes  to  its  citizens,  in- 
cludes every  practicable  amelioration  of  their  con- 
dition,  and  whatever  may  be  the  practice  in  arbi- 
trary dominions,  this  is  not  a soil,  the  blood  of  whose 
sons  is  to  be  weighed  in  the  balance  against  gold. 

In  relation  however  to  the  cost  of  their  support, 
the  convicts  in  jour  penitentiary,  considered  as 
mere  laborers  fed  at  the  public  expense,  have  not 
been  unprofitable  during  the  last  year.  The  price 
of  the  manufactured  articles  during  tliat  period, 
ending  with  the  month  of  September,  exceeds  the 
entire  expenses  of  the  institution.  Tlie  whole  of 
those  articles  cannot  be  vended  at  this  place;  and  a 
large  amount,  including  many  articles  manufactur- 
ed during  the  several  preceding  years,  remains  un- 
soM. 

If  the  agent  were  antborlzed  to  distribute  those 
for  sale  at  the  neighbbring  towns,  or  to  dispose  of 
tlicm  by  auction  at  stated  times  and  places,  similar 
losses  and  inconveniences  might,  for  the  future,  be 
obviated.  It  has  been  wdth  regret  that  I hare  ob- 
served the  prodigious  increase  of  legislation  on  local 
and  individual  interests,  abundantly  provided  for 
through  the  judicial  organs  of  tlie  government. 
When  you  con.sider  how  large  a portion  of  each  ses- 
sion is  consumed  in  transacting  this  description  of 
business,  and  consequently  bow  greatly  the  public 
expenses  are  augmented,  I am  convinced  that,  apart 
from  all  other  considerations,  you  will  deem  tiiis  a 
subject  worthy  of  your  attention  on  the  score  of 
economy,  and  particularly  as  the  practice  is  more 
likely  to  grow,  and  is  the  more  difficult  to  resist, 
by  reason  of  the  benevolence  of  the  motives  in 
which  it  originated.  JOHN  ADAIK 

Frankfort^  Oct.  22,  1822. 


CotistUutioii  of  New- York. 

We,  the  people  of  the  state  of  New-York,  acknowled;^in^  with 
gratitude  tlie  grace  and  beneficence  of  God,  in  permitting  ns  to 
make  choice  of  our  form  of  government,  do  establish  this  consti- 
tution. 

ARTICLE  FIRST. 

Sec.  1.  The  legislative  power  of  this  state  shall  be  vested  in  a 
senate  and  an  assembly. 

Sec.  2.  The  senate  shall  consist  of  thirty-two  members.  The 
senators  shall  he  chosen  for  four  years,  and  shall  be  freeholder*. 
The  assembly  shall  consist  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  mem- 
bers, wlio  shall  he  annually  elected. 

Sec.  3.  A majority  of  each  house  shall  constitute  a quorum  to 
do  business.  Each  house  shall  determine  the  rulesof  its  own  pro- 
ceedings, and  be  tbe  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its  own  mem- 
bers. Each  house  shall  choose  its  own  officers;  and  the  senate 
shall  choose  a temporary  president,  when  the  lieutenant  governor 
shall  not  attend  as  president,  or  shall  act  as  governor. 

See.  4.  Each  house  shall  keep  a Journal  of  its  proceedings,  and 
publish  the  same,  except  such  parts  as  may  require  secrecy.  The 
doors  of  eacli  house  shall  be  kept  open,  except  when  the  public 
welfare  shall  require  secrecy.  Neither  house  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  two  days. 

Sec.  5.  The  state  shall  be  divided  into  eight  districts,  to  be  called 
senate  districts,  each  of  which  shall  choose  four  senators. 

Tlie  first  district  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Suffolk,  Queens, 
Kings,  Richmond,  and  New-York. 

The  second  (listrict  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Westchester, 
Pntiian),  Dutchess,  Rockland,  Orange,  Ulster,  and  Sullivan. 

The  third  district  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Greene,  Cg!«tr- 
bia,  Albany,  Rensselaer,  Schoharie,  ScheB«e»dy.j 
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The  fourth  district  ihtll  consist  of  the  counties  of  Saratoga,  j of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and 


Miiiitguniery,  Hamilton,  Washington,  Warren,  Clinton,  hlssea 
Franklin,  and  St.  Lawrence. 

T he  tilth  district  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Herkimer, 
Qiieida,  Madison,  Oswt go,  Lewis,  and  Jerterson. 

The  sixth  district  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Delaware, 
Otsego,  Chenango,  lirooine,  Courtland,  Tompkins,  and  Tioga. 

The  seventh  district  stiatl  consist  ot'  the  counties  of  Onondag.i, 
Cayuga,  Seneca,  and  Ontario. 

The  eighth  district  shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Steuhen,  Li- 
Tiiigston,  Monroe,  Genesee,  Niagara,  Erie,  Allegany,  Cattaraugus, 
and  Chatauque. 

And  as  sooti  as  the  senate  shall  meet,  after  the  first  election  to  be 
held  ill  pursuance  of  this  constitution,  they  shall  cause  the  senators 
to  he  divided  by  lot  into  four  classes,  of  eight  in  each,  so  that 
every  district  shall  have  one  senator  of  each  class;  the  classes  to 
he  numbered  one,  two,  three, and  four.  And  the  scats  of  the  Hrst 
cfass  shall  be  vacated  at  the  end  of  the  lirst  year;  of  the  second 
class,  at  the  end  of  the  second  year;  of  the  third  class, at  the  end 
of  the  third  year;  of  the  fourth  class,  at  the  end  of  the  Iburih  year, 
ill  order  that  one  senator  be  annually  elected  in  each  senate  district. 

Hic.  6.  An  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  state  shall  tie 
taken,  under  the  direction  of  the  legislature,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  at  the  end  of  every  ten 
years  thereafter;  and  the  said  districts  shall  be  so  altered  by  the 
legislature,  at  tlie  first  session  after  the  return  of  every  enumera- 
tion, that  each  senate  district  shall  contain,  as  nearly  as  may  he,  an 
equal  number  of  inhabitants,  excluding  aliens,  paupers,  and  per- 
sons of  color  not  taxed,  and  shall  remain  unaltered  until  the  return 
of  another  enumeration,  and  shall,  at  all  times,  consist  of  conti- 
guous territory;  and  uo  county  sltail  be  divided  in  the  luriuation 
of  a senate  district. 

Sec.  7.  I'lie  members  of  the  assembly  shall  he  chosen  by  coun- 
ties, and  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  counties  of  the 
state*  as  nearly  as  may  be,  according  to  t!ie  number  of  tlnir  re- 


loiiger. 

ARTICLE  SECOND. 

Sec.  1.  Every  male  citir.enof  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who 
shall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  state  one  year  preceding  any 
election,  and  for  the  last  six  nioiuhs  a resident  of  the  town  or 
county  where  he  may  offer  his  vote;  and  shall  have,  within  the 
year  next  preceding  the  election,  paid  a tax  to  the  state  or  county, 
assessed  ti|»on  his  real  or  (N-rsonal  property;  or  shall,  by  law,  he 
exempted  Iroin  taxation;  or  lieiiig  armed  ami  iqiiipoed  according 
to  law,  shall  have  ptrformed,  within  that  year,  military  duly  in 
the  militia  of  this  state;  or  svho  shall  be  exem|)tcd  from  jK-iiorm- 
ing  militia  duty  in  consetpiencc  of  being  a fire.-nan  in  any  cif), 
town,  or  village  in  this  state:  and,  also,  every  male  citizen  of  the 
age  of  iweiity-une  years,  who  shall  have  been,  for  three  years  next 
preceding  such  election,  an  liihaliitant  of  this  state*  and  for  the 
lust  year,  a resident  in  the  town  or  county  where  he  may  offer  hit 
vote*  and  shall  have  been,  within  the  last  year,  assessed  to  labor 
upon  tlie  public  highways,  andsiiail  have  performed  the  labor,  or 
paid  an  equivalent  therefor,  according  to  Uw,  shall  be  entitled  to 
vote  ill  the  town  or  ward  where  lie  uctualiy  resides,  and  not  else- 
where, for  all  ulRccrs  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  he,  elective 
by  tlie  people.  But  no  man  of  color,  uidess  he  shall  have  been, 
for  three  years,  a citizen  of  iL'.s  state,  amt  for  one  year  nextprt- 
ceding  any  election,  shall  be  seised  and  possessexi  of  a freehold 
estate  ol  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  over  .'uid  afiove 
all  debts  and  incumbrunces  ebarged  thereon;  and  shall  have  been 
actually  rated,  and  paid  a tax  thereon,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at 
any  such  election.  And  no  nerson  of  color  shall  be  subject  to 
direct  taxation,  iiiileu  he  shall  be  seised  and  jiossessed  of  such  real 
estate  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  Laws  may  he  passed,  excluding  from  the  right  of  suf- 
frage persons  who  have  been,  or  may  be,  convicted  of  infamous 
crimes. 

Sec.  3.  Laws  shall  tie  made  for  ascertaii  ing,  by  proper  proof-. 


spective  inhabitants,  excluding  aliens,  paupers,  and  pcrsiuts  of  co-  the  citizens  wlio  sliull  be  entiticti  to  tlie  riglit  of  sulfrage  hereby 
lor  nut  taxed.  An  apportionment  of  memliers  of  asseinldy  shall  be  established. 

made  by  the  legislature,  at  its  first  session  after  the  retur.o  of  every  Sec.  4.  .All  elections  hy  tlie  citizens  sh-al!  he  by  ballot,  except 
enumeration;  and  when  made,  shall  remain  uiialcered  until  anu-  { for  such  town  ufTicei's,  as  may  by  law  be  directed  to  be  otherwise 
ther  enumeration  shall  have  been  taken.  But  an  apportioumeiit  1 chosen. 


of  niembers  of  the  assembly  shall  be-  made  by  the  present  legisla- 
ture, according  to  the  last  enumeration,  taken  under  the  atitliority 
tif  tlie  United  States,  as  nearly  as  may  be.  Every  county  hereto- 


ARTICLE  THIRD. 

Sec.  1.  The  expciitive  powi  r sliall  be  vested  in  a governor.  He 
sfiail  liold  hisufiice  for  two  yt  ai  s;  and  a fieiiu  iiaiic  governor  slicil 


fore  establislifd,  and  separately  organized,  shall  always  he  entitled  1 be  chosen  at  the  same  time,  :iud  lor  the  same  term. 


to  one  member  of  the  assembly;  and  no  new  eoiiuty  shall  hert- 
alu  r be  erected,  unless  its  population  tliail  entitle  it  to  a member. 

Sic.  B.  Any  bill  may  originate  in  either  house  of  tlie  legisla- 
ture; and  ail  bills  passed  hy  one  house  may  be  amended  by  the 
other. 

Sec.  9.  The  members  of  the  Icgisl.ature  shall  receive  for  their 
services,  a compensation  to  be  ascertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of 
tlie  public  treasury;  but  bo  increase  of  the  compensation  shall 
take  effect  during  the  year  in  w hich  it  shall  have  been  made.  And 
no  law  shall  be  passed  increasing  the  compematiun  of  tise  niembers 
of  the  legislature,  beyond  the  sum  of  three  dollars  a day 


Sec.  2.  N'o  pirson,  exe-epta  m-.tive  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  eligible  to  the  oUlceol  governor;  nor  sliall  any  p'  rMin  he 
eligible  to  that  office,  wlio  shall  not  he  a lieeholiir  r,  aiid  sliall  not 
have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  have  been  live  years  a. 
resident  within  this  state;  unless  he  sliall  have  been  alisent,  during 
tliat  time,  on  public  business  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  stale. 

See.  3.  I'he  governor  and  lieutenant  governor  shall  be  elected 
.at  the  times  and  pl.aces  of  cboosing  members  of  the  legislature. 
The  persons  res|icetivcly  having  the  highest  number  of  votes  for 
governor  and  lieutenant  govci  nur  sliall  be  elected;  but  in  case  two 
or  more  sliall  have  an  equal  and  the  highest  nuu.la-r  of  voi< « for 


Sec.  10.  No  ineiiilier  of  the  legislature  shall  receive  any  civil  governor  or  for  lieiitenanl  governor,  tlie  two  houses  ol  the  legisla- 
anpuintineiit  from  the  governor  and  senate, or  from  the  legislature,  J ture  shall,  hy  joint  ballot,  choose  one  of  the  said  persons  so  having 
dm  ing  the  terni  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected.  an  equal  and  tlie  liigliest  number  of  votes  lor  governor  or  liLUleii- 

Mi  C.  11.  No  person,  being  a iiieuiher  of  congress,  or  holding  any  unt  govt  ri-.or. 

judicial  or  military  office  under  the  Uiiitt-d  Stales,  shall  hold  a seat  Sec.  4.  I'lie  governor  shall  lie  general  and  eoaimander  in  chief 
in  the  legislature.  And  it  any  person  slutl,  vvliile  a member  of  the  j of  all  the  militia,  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  stale.  He  shhll 
legishitiae,  be  elected  to  congtess,  or  appointed  to  any  office,  civil  : have  powi-r  to  convene  tiip  legislature,  (or  the  senate  oe.ly\  on 
or  niiJiiary.  under  the  gnvei  nnientol  the  United  Stales,  bis  accept-  e*raurdinary  occasions.  He  .sliall  communicate,  by  message,  to 
alter  thereof  shall  vacate  his  seat.  I tlit  k-gis'ature,  at  every  session,  tlie  condition  of  the  stsir;  sVid' n- 

Src.  12.  F2very  bill  which  shall  have  ]>asse<l  the  senate  and  .issem- j cominend  such  matters  to  ilicin  a.  he  sh.ill  judge  exp  dient.  lU 

lily,  sliall,  belbre  it  become  a law, he  prt  sented  to  the  governor;  ifj  shall  transact  ail  iiecessar)  busin-.ss  with  the  (dne-r*-  o!  "overii- 

lieapprave,  lie  shall  sign  if;  hut  if  not.  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  oh- 1 meiit,  civil  and  uiiliiary.  He  sliail  expedite  all  such  .iteasTires  as 
jeciioiis,  to  that  house  in  vvitieh  it  shall  have  originated;  who  shall  | may  he  resolved  upon  iiy  tin;  legisl  iti.re,  ami  shall  take  care  thet 
enter  the  objections  at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  re-  j the  laws  are  faithfully  executfd.  He  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive 
consider  it.  If,alter  such  reconsideration,  two  tliirds  of  the  niembers  for  Ins  services  a coiiipensatiou  vvliieh  sliall  neither  he  increased 
present  shall  agree  to  pass  the  hill,  it  shall  be  sent,  logetlier  with  the  I nor  diminished  dining  the  term  forwhieii  he  shall  have  been 
objections,  to  the  other  house,  by  w hich  it  shall  likewise  he  reconsi- i elected. 

dereil;  aiid,if  approved  hy  two  thirds  of  the  members  present,  it  sliall  I Sec.  5.  The  governor  shall  have  power  to  grant  rt  prieves  and 
become  a law.  But,  in  all  cases,  the  votes  of  both  Itoiises  shall  be  | pardons  after  conviction,  lor  ail  oilliiees  except  treason  and  cases 
determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  tile  names  of  the  pcr.ons  voting  j of  iiopesclimeiit.  Upon  convictions  for  treason,  ho  sliah  have 
for  and  against  the  bill,  shall  tie  eiiU-rcd  on  the  journal  of  each  povv  r to  suspend  the  execiitioi;  of  tlie  senti-iiee  until  the  c<>50  shaii 
fiouse  respectively.  It  any  bill  shall  not  he  returned  hy  the  go-  j be  reported  to  the  legislature. at  its  next  meeting;  when  the  legis 
’ errior  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  : laiure  sliall  either  pardon  or  direct  the  execution  of  the  eiiniinar 
presented  to  him,  the  same  sliall  be  a law,  in  tike  manner  as  if  he  1 or  grant  a farther  reprieve.  , 

liad  signed  it,  unless  the  legislature  shall,  by  their  adjouriunent,  I Sec.  6.  In  case  of  the  impeachment  of  Ute  governor,  oi-hisrc- 
preveiitits  relurn;  in  which  ease  it  sliall  not  be  a law.  | moval  from  office,  death,  resignation,  or  absence  from  the  state. 

Sec.  13.  All  officers,  holding  their  offices  during  good  bcha- i 

vior,  may  he  removed  by  joint  resolution  of  the  two  noiises  of  the  governor  for  the  rpidue  of  the  term,  or  until  the  governor, 
legislature,  if  two  thirds  of  all  the  niemliers  elected  to  the  assem-  ”*^*^’^*  or  imi^aehed,  shall  return  or  be  acquitted.  But  when  the 
hf) , and  a majority  of  all  the  niembers  elected  to  the  senate,  concur  governor  shall,  with  the  c.;nsent  o.  the  legislature,  lie  out  of  die 
tliireiti.  ' 1 state  in  time  of  war,  at  the  head  o‘  a military  force  thereof,  he 

t Sec.  14.  The  political  year  shall  begin  on  the  first  day  of  Janua-  i commander  in  chief  of  all  the  military  force  of 

ry;  and  the  legislature  shall,  every  year,  assemble  on  the  first  t"|state.  . „ . 

■ --  See.  7.  Tlie  lieutenant  governor  shall  be  president  of  the  senate* 

but  shall  have  only  a casting  v„te  therein.  If,  during  a vacai.cy 
of  the  offiee  of  governor,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  he  impeach- 
ed,displaced,  resign,  die,  or  be  absent  from  the  state,  the  president 
of  the  senate  shall  act  as  governor,  until  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled, 
or  the  disability  shall  cease. 


I'uesilay  of  January,  unless  a diHerent  day  shall  be  appointed  by 

law. 

Sec.  15.  The  next  election  for  governor,  lieutenant  governor, 
senators,  and  members  of  assembly,  shall  commence  on  the  first 
Monday  of  November,  one  thousainl  eight  hundred  and  twenty 
two;  and  all  subsequent  electimis  shall  beheld  at  such  time  in  the 
month  of  October  or  November  as  the  legislature  shall,  by  law, 
provide. 

See.  16.  The  governor,  lieiiteRant  governor,  senators,  and 
members  of  assembly,  first  elected  under  this  con'iitHtion,  shall 
enter  on  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  tight  Iiundred  and  twenty-three;  and  the 
governor,  lieutenant  governor,  senators,  and  members  of  assembly, 
now  in  office,  shall  continue  to  hold  the  same  until  the  lint  day 


ARTICLE  FOURTH. 

Sec.  1.  Militia  officers  shall  be  chosen,  or  appointed,  as  follows: 
captains,  subalterns,  and  non-commissioned  officers,  shall  be  chosen 
hy  the  vv’ritten  votes  of  the  members  of  their  lesp.-ctive  compa- 
nies. Field  officers  of  regiments  and  separate  haitulions,  by  the 
written  votes  of  the  commissioned  officers  ot  the  respective  regi- 
ments and  separate  battalions.  Brigadier  generals,  hy  the  field 
officers  of  their  respective  brigades.  Major  generals,  brigadier 
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peneraW.  a^i;!  commaridingf  ofUcen  of  rcgimenu  or  separate  bat- 
taiioiK,  siiall  appoint  the  srafT  officers  of  their  respective  divisions, 
brigades,  reginienfs  or  separate  battalions. 

bee.  2.  The  gnvernor  shall  nominate,  and.  with  the  consent  of 
the  seriate,  appoint  all  major  genera's,  brigade  inspectors,  and 
chiefs  of  the  staff  departments,  except  the  adjutant  general  and 
commissary  general.  The  adjutant  general  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  governor. 

Spc.  3.  The  legislature  shall,  by  law,  direct  the  time  and  manner 
of  electing  militia  officers,  and  of  certifying  their  elections  to  the 
governor. 

Sec.  4.  The  commissioned  officers  of  the  militia  shall  he  commis* 
sioned  hy  the  governor;  and  no  commissioned  officer  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office,  unless  by  the  senate,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  governor,  stating  the  grounds  on  which  such  removal  is  recom- 
loemhd,  or  by  the  decision  of  a court  martial,  pursuant  to  law. 
The  present  officers  of  the  militia  shall  hold  their  commission's, 
sufiject  to  removal  as  before  provided. 

See.  5.  In  case  the  mode  of  election  and  appointment  of  militia 
officers,  hereby  directed,  shall  not  be  found  conducive  to  the 
improvement  of  the  militia,  the  legislature  may  ahulisli  the  same, 
«nd  provide  by  law  for  their  appointment,  and  removal,  if  two 
thirds  of  the  members  present  in  each  house  shall  concur  therein. 

Sec.  6.  The  secretary  of  state,  comptroller,  treasurer,  attorney 
general,  surveyor  general,  and  commissary  general,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed as  follows:  The  senate  and  assembly  shall  each  openly 
nominate  one  person  for  the  said  offices  respectively;  after  which 
they  shall  meet  together,  and  if  they  shall  agree  in 'their  nomina- 
tions, the  person  so  nominated  shall  be  appointed  to  the  office  for 
which  he  shall  be  nominated.  If  they  shall  disagree,  the  appoint- 
ment shall  be  made  by  the  Joint  ballot  of  the  senators  and  members 
of  assembly.  The  treasurer  shall  be  chosen  annually.  Thesecre- 
tiii  y of  state,  comptroller,  attorney  general,  surveyor  general,  and 
commissary  general,  shall  hold  their  offices  for  three  years,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  concurrent  resolution  of  the  senate  and  as- 
sembly. 

Sec.  7,  The  governor  shall  nominate,  by  message,  in  writing, 
and,  with  the  consent  of  the  senate, shall  appoint  ail  judicial  officers, 
except  justices  of  the  peace,  who  shall  be  appoiiited^in  manner 
following,  that  is  to  say:  The  board  of  supervisors  in  every  county 
in  tliis  state  shall,  at  such  times  as  the  legislature  may  direct,  meet 
together;  and  they,  or  a majority  of  them,  so  assembled,  shall 
nominate  so  many  persons  as  shall  he  equal  to  the  number  of  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  to  be  appointed  in  the  several  towns  in  the  re- 
spective counties.  And  the  judges  of  tite  respective  county  courts, 
or  a majority  of  them^  shall  also  meet  and  nominate  a like  nnniber 
of  persons;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  supervisors 
and  judges  of  county  courts  to  compare  such  nominations,  at  such 
time  and  place  as  tlie  h'gislsuire  may  direct:  and  if,  on  suCh  com- 
parison, the  said  boards  of  supervisors  and  judges  of  county  courts 
sliall  agree  in  their  nominations,  in  all  or  in  part,  they  shall  tile  a 
certificate  of  the  nominations  in  which  they  shall  agree,  in  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  count) ; and  the  person  or  persons  named 
in  such  certificates  shall  be  justices  of  the  peace:  and.  in  case  of 
disagreement,  in  whole  or  iii  part,  it  shall  be  the  farther  duty  of 
the  said  boards  of  supervisors  and  judges, respectively,  to  trar.'.mit 
their  said  nominations,  so  far  as  they  disagree  in  t lie  same,  to  the 
governor,  who  shall  select  from  the  said  nominations, ami  appoint, 
so  many  justices  of  the  peace  as  shall  be  requisite  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies* Every  person  appointed  a justice  of  the  peace,  shall  hold 
his  office  fortilur  years,  unless  renioved  by  the  county  court,  for 
causes  particularly  assigned  by  the  judges  of  the  said  court.  And 
no  justice  of  the  peace  shall  he  removed,  until  he  shall  have  notice 
of  the  charges  made  against  him,  and  an  opi>oriunity  of  being 
heard  in  his  defence. 

Sec.  8.  Sheriffs,  and  clerks  of  counties,  including  the  register 
and  clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  shall  be  chosen  by 
the  electors  of  the  respective  counties,  once  in  every  three  years, 
®nd  as  often  as  vacancies  shall  happen.  Sheriffs  shall  hold  no  other 
office, and  be  ineligible  for  the  next  three  years  after  the  termina- 
tion of  their  officts.  They  may  be  required  hy  law  to  renew  their 
security,  from  time  to  time;  and,  in  ilcfaiill  of  giving  such  new 
aecnrily,  their  offices  shall  be  deemed  vacant.  But  the  county 
shall  never  be  made  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  sheriff:  and  the 
governor  may  remove  any  such  sheriff,  clerk  or  register,  at  any 
time  within  the  three  yeais  for  which  he  shall  be  elected,  giving  to 
«uch  sheriff,  clerk  or  register,  a copy  of  the  charge  against  him, 
and  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  in  his  defence,  before  any  re- 
moval shall  be  made. 

Sec.  9.  The  clerks  of  courts,  except  those  clerks  whose  appoint- 
ment is  provided  for  in  the  preceding  section,  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  courts  of  which  they  respectively  are  clerks;  and  district  at- 
torneys by  the  county  courts.  Clerks  of  courts  and  district  attor- 
neys shall  hold  their  offices  for  three  years,  unless  sooner  removed 
by  the  courts  appointing  them. 

Sec.  10.  The  mayors  of  all  the  cities  in  this  state  shall  be  ap- 
pointed annually  by  the  common  councils  of  the  respective  cities. 

Sec.  11.  So  many  coroners  as  the  legislature  may  direct,  not  ex- 
ceeding four  in  each  county,  shall  be  elected  in  the  same  maviner 
as  sheriffs,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  same  term,  and  be 
ceraovable  in  like  manner. 

Sec.  12.  The  governor  shall  nominate,  and,  with  the  consent  of 
the  senate,  appoint  masters  and  examiners  in  chancery;  who  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  three  years,  unless  sooner  removed,  by  the  se- 
nate, on  the  recommendation  of  the  governor.  The  registers  and 
assistant  registers  shall  be  appointed  by  the  chancellor,  and  hold 
their  offices  daring  his  pleasure. 

Sec.  13  The  clerk  of  t!ie  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  gene- 
ral sessions  of  the  peace,  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  New- 
Ybrk,  shall  be  appointed  hy  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
peace  in  said  city,  and  hold  his  office  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
'said  court:  and  such  clerks  and  other  officers  of  courtsi,  whose  ap- 


pointment is  not  herein  provided  for, shall  be  appointed  by  the  se-- 
veral  courts,  or  by  the  governor,  with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  as 
may  be  directed  by  law. 

Sfc.  14.  The  special  justices,  and  the  assistant  jusfiees,  and  their 
cl<-rks,  in  the  city  of  New- York,  shall  he  appoilited  hv  the  com- 
mon council  of  the  said  city;  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the 
same  term  that  the  justices  of  the  peace,  in  the  otb*-r  counties 
of  tliis  state,  hold  their  offices,  and  shall  be  removable  in  like  man- 
ner. 

Sec.l5.  All  officers  heretofore  e'eetive by  the  people,  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  elected;  and  all  other  o.fficers,  whose  appi.iiirnient  i« 
not  provided  for  hy  this  constitution,  and  all  officers,  whose  ofll 
ces  may  be  hereafter  created  by  law,  shall  be  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple, or  appointed,  as  may,  hy  law,  be  directed. 

Sec.  1<5.  Where  the  duratiou  of  any  office  is  not  prescrihed  by 
this  constitution,  it  may  he  declared  by  law;  and  if  not  so  declar- 
ed, sncli  office  shall  beheld  during  the  pleasure  of  the  authority 
making  the  appointment. 

ARTICLE  FIETH. 

Sec.  I.  The  court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments,  and  the  cor- 
rection of  errors,  shall  consist  of  the  pr;  sident  of  the  senate,  the 
senators,  the  chancellor,  and  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  or 
the  major  part  of  them;  but  when  an  impeachm-^nt  shall  be  pro- 
secuted against  the  chancellor,  or  any  justice  of  the  suiireme  court, 
the  person  so  impeaclied  shall  be  suspemled  from  . Xi  rcising  his 
office,  until  his  acquittal;  and  when  an  appeal  frov.  a decree  in 
chancery  shall  he  heard,  the  chancellor  shall  inform  the  court  d? 
the  reasons  for  his  decree,  but  shall  have  no  voice  in  the  final  sen- 
tence; and  when  a writ  of  error  shall  be  brought,  on  a judgment 
of  the  supreme  court,  the  justices  of  that  court  shall  assign  the 
reasons  for  their  judgment,  but  shall  not  have  a voice  foritsaffirm^. 
anee  or  revei'sal 

Sec.  2.  The  assembly  shall  have  the  power  of  impeaching  all 
civil  officers  of  this  state  for  mal  and  corrupt  conduct  in  office, 
and  for  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors;  But  a majority  of  all  the 
members  elected,  shall  concur  in  an  impeachment.  Before  the 
trial  of  an  impeachment,  the  members  of  the  court  shall  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation,  truly  and  impartially  to  try  and  determine 
the  charge  in  question,  according  to  evidence.-  and  no  person 
shall  be  convicted  without  the  concnnence  of  two  thirds  of  the 
memh'-rs  prf-sent.  .liidgment,  in  cases  of  impeachment,  shall  not 
extend  farther  than  the  removal  from  office,  and  disqualification 
to  hold,  and  enjoy,  any  office  of  lionor,  trust,  or  profit,  under  this 
state;  hut,  the  party  convicted,  shall  be  liable  to  iiulictment  and 
pnmiishmeiit,  according  to  law. 

Sec.  3.  The  chancellor  and  justices  of  the  supreme  court  shall 
hold  their  offices,  during  good  behavior,  oi  until  tin  y shall  attain 
tbeage  of  sixty  years. 

Sec.  4.  The  supreme  court  shall  consist  of  a chief  justice,  and 
two  justices,  any  of  whom  may  hold  the  court. 

S^c.  5.  The  slate  shall  be  divided,  by  law,  into  a convenient  num- 
ber of  circuits,  not  less  than  four,  nor  exceeding  eight,  subject  to 
alteration,  by  tbe  legislature,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  public 
good  may  require;  for  each  of  which  a circuit  judge  shall  be  ai>- 
pointtd  in  the  same  matiner,  and  hold  his  office  by  the  same  teo- 
iire,  as  the  justices  of  the  stipreine  court;  and  who  sliail  possess 
the  powers  of  a justice  of.the  supreme  court  at  chaiuhert,  »ml  in 
the  trial  of  issues  joined  in  the  stipreme  eoiiri;  ami  i.i  conns  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery.  And  such  eq'iity  powers  may  be 
vested  in  the  said  circuit  judgt  s,  or  in  the  coiiufy  courts,  or  in 
such  other  subordinate  couits,  as  the  legislature  rway  hy  law  direct, 
subject  to  the  appellate  jtirisdiction  of  the  chancellor. 

Sec.  fi.  Judges  of  the  county  cotirts,  and  recorders  of  cities,  shall 
hold  their  offices  for  five  years. j)ut  niay  be  removed  by  the  senate, 
on  the  recommendation  of  the  governor,  for  causes  to  be  stated  in 
such  recommendation. 

Sec.  7.  Neither  the  ehancz'lJor,  nor  jn.stlcps  of  the  supreme  court, 
nor  any  circuit  judge,  shall  hold  any  other  office  or  pnbiic  trust. 
All  votes  for  any  elective  office,  given  by  the  legislature  or  the 
people,  for  the  chancellor,  or  a justice  of  the  supreme  court,  or 
circuit  judge,  during  his  continuance  in  his  judical  office,  shall  be 
void. 

ARTICLE  SIXTH. 

Sec.  1.  ?.femhers  of  the  legislature,  and  all  officers,  executive 
and  judicial,  except  such  inferior  officers  as  may,  by  law,  be  ex- 
empted, sliail,  before  they  enter  on  tlie  duties  of  their  respective 
offices,  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation: 

I do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be),  that  I wilt 
support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  state  of  New  York,  aud.,ttfat  I will  faithfully  discharge 
the  duties  of  tire  office  of  according  to  the  best  of  my 

ability. 

.And  no  other  oath,  declaration,  or  test,  shall  be  required  as  a 
qualificatiun  for  any  office  or  public  trust. 

ARTICLE  SEVENTH. 

Sec.  1.  No  member  of  this  state  shall  be  disfranchised  or  depriv- 
ed of  any  of  the  rights  or  privileges  secured  to  any  citizen  there- 
of, unless  by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers. 

Sec.  2.  The  trial  hy  jury,  in  all  cases  in  which  it  has  been  here- 
tofore used,  shall  remain  inviolate  forever;  and  no  new  court  shall 
be  instituted,  but  such  as  shall  proceed  according  to  the  course  of 
the  common  law;  except  such  courts  of  equity,  as  the  legislature 
is  herein  authorized  to  establish. 

Sec.  3.  The  free 'exercise  and  enjoyment  of  religious  profession 
and  worship,  without  discrimination  or  preference,  shall  forever 
be  allowed  in  this  state,  to  all  mankind;  but  the  liberty  of  con- 
science hereby  secured,  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  excuse  acts 
of  licentiousness,  or  j Ustify  practices  iiicomistent  with  the  peace, 
or  safety  of  this  state.  . 

Sec.  4.  And7vhereas  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  are,  by  their 
profession,  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God,  and  tbe  cure  of  souls, 
and  ought  not  to  diverted  from  the  great  duties  of  thdr  fuuc- 
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tioii!,*  ilu  rrf>re.  no  ministfr  of  the  gospel,  or  priest  of  any  denomi- 
nation whatsoever.  shaH,  at  any  time  herealur,  under  any  pre- 
fone'e  or  description  whatever,  be  eligible  to.  or  capable  of  ho'.cW! 
ing.  any  civil  or  military  office  or  place  within  this  state-  j 

Sec.  5.  The  militia  of  this  state  shall,  at  all  times  hereafter,  be  | 
armed  and  disciplined,  and  in  rea<lin*-.s  lor  service;  hut  all  such  iii- 
liabiuuits  of  this  state,  of  any  religious  denomination  whatever,  as,: 
from  scruples  of  conscience,  may  he  averse  to  hearing  arms,  shall 
he  e.YCused  therefrom, by  paying  to  the  state  an  equivalent  in  nio-  j 
ney;  and  the  legislature  shall  provide,  by  law,  for  the  collection  j 
ol  such  equivalent,  to  be  estimated  according  to  the  ex[»ense,  in  j 
time  and  money,  of  an  ordinary  ahle  bodied  militia  man. 

-Sec.  6.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  he* 
9us|»ended,  iitdcss  when,  in  casesof  rebellion  or  invasion,  thepub-j 

lie  safety  may  require  irs  suspension.  I 

Sec.  7.  No  person  sliall  be  held  to  answer  for  a capital.or  other- ; 
wise  infamous  crime,  (e.xccpt  in  cases  of  impeachtnein,  and  inca- 
ses of  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service,  and  the  land  and  naval 
f litres  in  time  of  w ar,  or  which  this  state  may  keep,  with  the  con- 
sent of  congress,  in  time  of  peace,  and  in  cases  of  petit  larceny, 
tinder  the  regulation  of  the  legislature),  unless  on  presentment,  or 
indictment  of  a grand  jury;  and  in  every  trial  on  impeachment  or  j 
indictment,  the  partr  accused  shall  be  allowed  counsel  as  in  civil  • 
actions.  No  ^lerson'shail  be  subject,  for  the  same  offence,  to  be 
twice  put  in  J<  opardy  of  life  or  Umh;  nor  shall  he  be  compelbd,  in 
nnv  criminal  c.ase,tohe  a witness  against  Itimself;  nor  be  depi  iv-  j 
odor  life,  liheity.  or  i*roperty,  wiilioutdue  process  oflaw;  Nor 
skill  jK-iv ate  property  be  rakeii  for  public  use,  wiiiioni  just  coin* 
J)  nsation. 

Sec.  8 Kvery  citiz'  n may  freely  speak,  write  and  pnfclish,  his 
sentiments  on  aU  subjects,  being  r’esp.msi'jle  for  the  abuse  of  that 
I ight;  and  no  law  sliall  be  passed  to  restrain,  or  abridge,  tlie  lil»er- 
ty  of ‘^pccch.or  of  the  press.  In  all  prosecutions  or  indictments 
for  lib«  Is,  llic  truth  may  lie  given  in  evidence  to  the  jury;  and  if 
it  shall  appear  to  the  jury,  that  the  matter  chargwl  as  libellous 
is  true,  and  was  published  with  good  nuxivts,  and  for  jiutifiahle 
■ends,  the  party  shall  be  acquitteil;  and  the  jury  shafl  have  the 
right  to  dettrmine  the  law  and  the  fact. 

Sec.  9.  T!ie  assent  of  two  thinis  of  the  members  elected  to 
e*»ch  branch  of  the  Ii4;islatnre  shall  he  requisite  to  every  hi.l  ap- 
propriating the  public  monies  or  property,  for  local  or  iirisati- 
purposes,  or  creating,  continuing,  altering,  or  renewing  any  l>o.iy 
politic  Of  cori»oi-ate. 

Sec.  10.  Tlie  proceeilsof  all  lands  bilcnging  to  tin's  3fate,excejT 
such  n.arts  thereof  as  may  be  reserved  or  a.npropriated  tx»  public 
sise,or  ceded  to  The  United  States,  which  shall  hereafter  lie  sold 
or  disposetl  of,  together  with  the  fund  denominated  the  common 
school  fund,  shall  l>e  and  remain  a perpetual  I’uml;  the  interest  of 
ssliich  sbal!  be  invicdahly  appropriated  and  applied  to  tJie  stiiiport 
of  common  schools  throughout  this  slate.  Rates  of  toll,  not  less 
than  those  agree')  to  by  tlf  canal  co-nmisiiouer,,  and  set  tiirtli  in 
their  rcfiortto  the  legislature  of  the  twi  luli  of  March,  one  thoii- 
sniid  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  shall  tie  imposed  on.  .and  col*  I 
licfed  from,  all  parts  of  the  navigable  comiminicatiaiis  between 
the  eieat  western  and  northern  lakes  and  the  Atlaoiic  ocean. j 
■which  now  are,  or  htreafter  shall  lie  made  and  completed:  And  | 
the  said  tolls,  together  with  the  duties  o>i  the  rraiiiiraeture  of  nil 
5alt,  as  estahlisheil  by  the  act  of  tlie  fifteemli  of  .April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  htindred  and  seventeen;  and  th-'  duties  on  goods  sol'l  | 
at  awetion,  excepting  therefrom  the  sum  of  thirty-three  thonsaii<l 
five  hiindr  d dollars,  otherwise  anpropriated  by  the  said  .act;  an:! 
the  amount  of  the  revcntie,  c'tablidied  by  the  act  of  Uie  legisla-  [ 
tiire  of  the  thirtieth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aivl  | 
twenty,  in  livti  of  the  tax  upon  steam  boat  passengers,  shall  be  i 
and  remain  inviolably  appropriated  and  applied  to  the  comple- 
tion of  such  navigable  c.imnuinications.  aud  to  the  payment  of  | 
the  interest,  and  reimbursement  ol'  the  capital,  of  the  money  al- 
ready borrowed,  or  which  herenfter  shall  be  borrowed  to  make  aud 
comnlete  the  same.  And  neither  the  rates  of  toll  on  the  said  na- 
vigable communications;  nor  the  duties  on  the  inannfactiire  of 
salt  aforesaid;  nor  the  duties  on  gorals  sold  at  auction,  as  establish- 
ed by  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  of  .April,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred 
sTwl  seventeen;  nor  the  amount  of  the  revenue,  established  by  the 
a?t  of  -Marclr  the  thirtieth,  oue  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty, in  lieu  of  the  tax  upon  steam  boat  passeng-.-rs;  shall  be  reduc- 
nl  or  div-.^rtiHi,  at  any  time,  before  the  full  anil  comulete  payment 
r-f  the  principal  ami  interest  of  the  money  borrowed,  or  to  b^ 
hovrowf  d,  as  aforesaid.  And  the  legislature  shall  never  sell,  ordis- 
]>jse  of  the  salt  springs  Wonging  to  this  state,  nor  the  lands  con- 1 
tiguous  thereto,  which  may  lie  necessary  or  convenient  for  their  1 
use,  nor  the  s-aid  navigable  communications,  or  any  p.art  or  section  j 
thereof;  bat  the  same  shall  be,  aud  rcuain  the  property  of  this; 
state.  j 

Sec.  11.  No  lottery  shall  hereafter  he  authorized  tn  this  state;! 
and  the  h gisiature  shall  pass  laws  to  prevent  the  sale  of  all  lotre- 
ry  tickets  within  this  state,  e.xcept  in  lotteries  already  provided  j 
for  by  lasv.  i 

.Sec.  12.  No  purchase  or  contract  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  this  I 
state,  made  since  tlie  fourteenth  day  of  Octoher,  mie  thousand  se-  j 
ven  hundred  anil  seventy-five,  or  which  may  liercafter  be  made,! 
of,  or  with  the  Indians  in  this  state,  shall  l»e  valid,  unless  made! 
iindf  r the  authority  and  with  tlie  consent  of  the  legislature.  j 

Sec.  13-  Such  parts  of  the  common  Jaw,  and  of  the  acts  of  the' 
legislature  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  as.  together,  did  form  tiie  j 
law  of  .he  said  colony  on  the  ninetee.’Uh  day  of  .\nril,  one  thousand  1 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  congress  j 
of  the  said  colony,  and  of  the  convention  of  the  state  of  New-York,' 
in  force  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April,  one  thomand  seven  him- ' 
dred  and  seven-seven,  which  have  not  since  expired,  or  been  re- 1 
pealed  or  altered;  and  such  acts  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  as® 
are  now  in  force,  shall  be  and  continue  the  law  of  this  state,  sub-  j 
J^icf  to  sush  alferations  as  the  JegisliUure  shall  make  concerning  | 


the  same.  But  all  such  parts  of  the  common  law,  and  such  of  the 
said  acts,  or  pvts  thereoi,  as  are  repugnant  to  this  sonsiitution, 
are  hereby  abrogatcri. 

Sec.  1-t.  All  grani>  of  1-md  within  this  slat*-,  ntade  by  the  king 
of  Gn-at  Britain,  or  persons  uvtiiig  imder  his  authority,  alter  the 
fourteenth  day  of  Ociulter,  one  thnusand  sevvn  hundreil  and  seven- 
ty-five, shall  Ik-  null  aoil  void:  but  nutliing  contained  in  ibis  Co»i- 
stitniioii,  shall  atlVct  any  grants  of  land  within  this  stato.  made  by 
the  authority  of  the  said  kmg  or  his  predecessors,  or  shall  annul 
atiy  charters  to  bodies  politic  :ind  corporate,  by  lii’U  or  them  made, 
beldre  that  day;  or  shall  aiTect  any  such  grauv*  or  diarters  since 
made  by  this  state,  or  by  persons  acting  undt  r its  aiiiliority;  or 
shall  itnpnir  the  obligation  of  any  debts  contractetl  by  the  slate,  or 
individuals,  or  bodies  corporate,  or  any  other  rights  of  property,  or 
any  suits,  actions,  rights  of  action,  or  other  proceedings  iti  courts 
of  justice. 

ARTICLE  EIGHTH. 


Sec.  1.  Any  amendment,  or  amendments,  to  this  constitution, 
may  he  proposed  in  the  senate  or  assembly,  and,  ii  tlie  same  shtlU 
be  agreed  to  hy  a majority  of  the  meinbt  rs  eh  ctotl  tn  eaeJi  of  the 
two  houses,  such  proposed  amendment,  or  amendmenu,  shall  be 
entered  on  their  journals,  with  the  yeas  and  nays  tak/.n  tlier“oii, 
and  referred  to  tlw  legislature  theti  next  to  be  chosen;  an  I shall  be 
puhlisbed  for  three  nioiiihs  previous  to  the  ti.iu  ol  inakii.g  such 
clioice;  and  if,  in  the  legislature  next  chos.-n  as  afoiesaid,  such 
proposed  amendment,  or  ameiulments,  - hall  be  agreed  to,  by  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  menibers  elected  to  each  boose,  tlieii  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  legislature  t ) submit  such  projtns  'd  auieiidmeiit. 
or  ameiidim-nts,  to  the  people,  in  soeh  manner  ai-d  at  such  time 
as  the  legis  attire  shall  preicri  ie:  and,  if  ih»*  people  shall  approve 
and  ratily  such  anieiidinent,  or  amendments,  by  a majtirity  o*  tlie 
electors,  i|nahfied  to  vote  fur  members  of  the  Ugislature,  voting 
thereon,  such  ainendincm,  or  uniemiinci.ts,  shall  become  part  ol  ihet 
Cijiistitutiuii. 


ARTICLE  NINTH. 

Sec.  1.  This  constitution  shall  be  in  Ibrce  from  tiie  last  d.iy  of 
Dvember,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  liundfesl  mid  tweiity- 
twn.  But  all  tliose  parts  of  the  same,  which  reive  to  the  .ig!-’.  of 
suffrage-;  the  division  of  the  state  into  sesiate-distm-t.;  the  iinnikr 
*)f  members  of  the  assembly  to  Ik- elected  in  pursiutiee  ot  this  con- 
st ilntion;  the  ajiportioiiineiit  of  mt  iobirs  ot  asstnilily;  the  elec- 
tions hereby  directed  to  commence  on  the  first  MomUy  of  Noveiu- 
b r,  in  the  year  one  Ihons-.ind  eight  hundred  -nul  twenty-two;  the 
contimiaiice  of  the  meinhers  ot  the  present  hgislature  in  ofilce 
until  the  first  day  of  .li^iuary,  in  tlie  year  one  thous.and  eight  Inin- 
drtd  and  twenty  tlin  e;  and  the  iiroliilinion  .'igaiiist  auinorizing 
lotteries;  the  prolnbition  against  ap-iropriatirig  the  pu’rhc  monies, 
cr  propcrlv.  I.w  locil  or  prf.ale  [lurposes,  or  creiifiiig.  coiiimuiiig, 
altering  or  renewiog  any  body  pmni-j  or  corporal:,  witboiii  the 
assent  ot  two-thirds  of  me  nivmD-rs  cUctetl  to  each  bt;iuch  of  tlie 
I'-gislHture,  shall  be  io  force  a-nl  t ike  e-iVet  from  toe  last  day  of 
Fei'riiary  iirM.  The  iiiemiu-rs  of  tiie  prev  iit  I-.  gUlatur'.-  siiali.mi 
the  first  -Monday  of  .March  next,  take  and  siibseiibe  on  o>:th,  or 
afiirmatioii,  to  support  the  cofstitutiou,  s<j  fa;-  ns  the  sain  siial! 
the«i  be  iiilbrcc.  ;»'ier»  ft,  chu-Rs  of  counties,  and  c..roii  -rs,  shull  l>e 
electeil  at  the  election  htreUj  ilirecteil  to  comm,  le--  mi  th  ■ first 
Monday  of  Nove  iiber,  in  the  year  one  thon.at.d  . iaf.  i huiidrs  ';  and 
iweiiiy.two;  but  iliey  shall  ia;t  cut.  r on  the  du'i-s  oi  Mn-ir  office* 
beldre  tile  first  day  ol  .la maty  tli.n  :i  \t  fu-i  iwhi'^.  T'u  <mn»- 
inissioiis  of  all  persons  hotding  csvil  (-iMci-s  n.i  riie  1.-  t ii.iv  e-f  l>e- 
ceniber,  one  tliousainl  eigiit  b-.ii:dred  .iinf  t .v_;ity-'M  h;,  I xpire 
on  that  flay;  l.-ni  the  utlic  rs  then  in  esunm j.ssi,.n  :iaj.  fsiH'f- 
tively,  conrinue  to  bold  ill.  ir  sai.l  ;.‘iic  -s  unt'!  ntw  apjoi  itmenw 
or  elections  shall  lake  place  iiiniev  ‘ins  const; ti;tit,n. 

Sec.  2.  t he  existing  lawr.  r.laive  i.j  t.'it  .-.i.i.  ;.,  r o.  notifvinr, 
holding  and  conikctiog  clectioii;,  l.)••ki-^g  r.viruj  :i».:l  canvassing 
votes,  shall  be  in  force  r.nU  observ  1.  > o re'-Ue,  t to  the  i-h  cfioiis 
liereby  uirvcted  to  commi  iie-e  on  the  iirst  Mo/.,l-;v  ot  .VoviuIht 
in  the  year  one  thoiis'aiid  eight  hundrefl  ami  tv  ei.'ij-twii,  ,o  far  as 
the  same  are  applicable.  And  tii<;  present  i-.-gi^iature  shall  tia.s« 
such  other  ami  inii.ier  laws  as  maj  nt-  r-  quis'u-;  for  the  ( xecuvJon 
of  tin- provisiotii  of  til  is  constitniion  in  r sj —ct  t»  ,|.eii'«jis. 

Done  in  conv.  niiou,  »t  the  oapitoJ  ;ii  the  cir  . of  Albany,  lint 
teiiih  day  ol  N-.ivcmUer,  in  th  - year  o.k:'  ui.j.isaiiJ  Viglit 
hundre  l and  twe:v.y-o’.!e.  and  ■..*  imh-peiidciice  of  tlnt 
United  ‘Jtates  ot  America,  the  f>tty-siM.b. 

In  witness  whereol,  we  have  h.  -ei  nto'snhsr  ribod  por  name*, 
DANle-L  1).  I J ,vl P is. I N’ b,  i*rrsi(ient, 

and  dclegat  : IV. im  t.'ie  county  of  Ku-hmojid. 
Jn!m  F.  Uacon,  ) o 
.‘Miutiel  S.  Gardiner,  3 -cretarim. 


Ezeki  I Bjeon 
Juab  Dak-.-r 
Elisha  Barlow 
Hiir.-ik  riiCKwith 
V.  Birdseye 
John  B.iwman 
Olney  Briggs 
David  BriiiUerhoir 
David  Bud,  j 11  I. 
D-ivid  Biirroiigbs, 
'latthew  Car|i'-nter 
Nathan  Carver 
Aineri  Case 
Salmon  Child 
Daniel  Clark 
■losepli  Clyde 
iy.s  CMliiis 
.John  Cramer 
.1,  Dnbois 
John  Dni.r 


l).-;LE.';ATE't. 
Jacoi'os  DycUman 
A.  liast'"u()!| 

Og.le’i  KdwitrJs 
Jaii!“s  Fiiirlie 
J-i'^on  Fenton 
.Augustus  F.  Ferris 
.Kiel  Fro  t 
John  Ha!!-vck,  jun. 
-lames  L.  Hogebooin 
Barley  T..  .-iowe 
Haii-or'  Hunt 
IvililC  Ho-iriiijr 

Jain.-s  I i outer 

Jl.  IJiiii  ifigton 

Titnothy  Hurd 
Htitns  FVitig 
John  Knowles 
Sanders  I.ansing 
John  L.  Lawrence 
John  Lefierts 


Alexander  Livingston 
Feter  It.  Livingstoa 
JaniHS  McCall 
Bet'  r Miilikin 
Usher  H.  Moore 
Feier  Jay  Mu  tiro 
Samuel  Nelson 
AVillmni  Park 
Wm.  Paiildiiig,  ji>n. 
Jarvis  K.  Pike 
NatnanitI  Pitcher 
Augustus  Porter 
Charles  Pumpelly 
Jacob  Radclilf 
John  Reeve 
John  Richards 
.Tcretny  Rockwell 
E'Jvvard  Kogtrs 
Erastus  Root 
Robert  3.  Rose 
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John  Z.  Ross 
James  Rosebrugh 
Samuel  Russell 
Kbenezer  Sage 
Nathan  Sanford 
Reuben  Sanford, 
Abraham  H.  Schenck 
Natli’l  Seamen 
Jonas  Seely 
Peter  Sharpe 
Alexander  Sheldon 
Joshua  Smith 
Richard  Smith 


Peter  Stagg, 

Asa  Starkweather 
Hiram  Steele. 
Jacob  Sutherland 
Philetus  Swift 
Nathan  Taylor 
Egbert  Ten  Eyck 
Richard  Townley 
■\Vm.  Townsend 
Jehiel  Tuttle 
M.  V.  Bueren 
Joshua  Van  Fleet 


Samuel  G.  Verbryck 
Jonathan  Ward 
Eliaur  Webster 
P.  H.  Wendover 

H.  Wheaton 
Melanctoo  Wheeler 
N.  Williams 
John  W.  Woods 
B.  Woodward 
Sherman  Wooster 
Henry  Yates,  juu. 
Samuel  Young 


State  of  Netv-7ork,  secretary's  office, 

Albany,  November  10,  18*1. 

I,  John  V.  N.  Yates,  secretary  of  the  state  of  New-Tork,  do  hereby 
certify,  that  the  foregoing  is  a true  copy  of  tlie  engrossed  consti- 
tmion  of  the  said  state,  as  adopted  in  convention  this  day,  and  de> 
posited  of  recoi.d  in  this  odice. 

J.  V.  N,  YATES,  Secretary  of  state. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

In  the  convention  of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New-York,  assem- 
bled at  Albany,  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  pur- 
suant to  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the  said  state,  entitled  “an 
act  recommending  a convention  of  the  people  of  this  state,*’ 
passed  March  I3th^  1821: 

Resolved,  That  the  preceding  amended  constitution  of  this  state 
t>e  submitted  together,  and  not  in  distinct  parts,  to  the  decision  of 
the  citizens  of  this  state;  and  if  the  said  amended  constitution  be 
ratitied  by  the  citizens,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed,  the 
same  shall  become  the  constitution  of  this  state. 

Resolved,  That  an  election  be  held  in  the  several  towns  and 
watds  in  ihiststate  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  January  next,  and  be 
continued,  by  adjournment,  from  day  to  day,  for  three  days  suc- 
cessively,(includiiig  the  hrst;  at  which  election,  the  citizens,  (jda- 
lified  as  voters  by  the  act  aforesaid,  may  vote/  by  ballot,  Ibr  or 
against  the  said  amended  constitution.  And  on  such  of  the  said 
ballots  as  are  for  the  said  amended  constitution,  shall  be  written 
or  printed  the  word  “Yes,”  and  on  those  which  are  against  the  said 
amended  constitution , the  word  “No.” 

J’hat  the  officers  of  the  several  towns  in  this  state,  authorized 
to  act  as  inspectors  of  the  election  for  senators,  and  the  persons 
who  may  be  appointed  in  the  several  cities  in  this  state  for  the 
purpose,  shall  be  the  inspectors  of  the  election  hereby  directed; 
and  that  the  said  election  shall,  in  all  things,  be  conducted  in  like 
manner,  as  nearly  as  may  be,  as  is  prescribed  in  and  by  the  fourth, 
fifth  and  seventh  sections  of  the  act,  entiled  “an  act  for  regulating 
elections,”  passed  March  29, 1813;  and  in  and  by  the  second  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  recommending  a convention  of  the 
people  of  this  state,”  passed  March  I3th,  1821;  and  in  and  by  the 
act,  entitled  “an  act  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ‘an  act  for  regulat- 
ing elections,’  passed  March  29th,  1813,”  passed  April  11th,  1815. 
And  that  the  votes  given  at  such  election  shall  be  canvassed  by 
the  inspectors  of  the  several  polls;  and  returns  of  the  said  votes 
shall  he  made,  by  the  said  inspectors,  to  the  clerks  of  the  respective 
towtis  ami  counties;  and  certificates  of  such  returns  shall  be  re- 
corded by  the  said  clerks,  and  transcripts  of  such  certificates  shall 
be  certified  and  delivered  to  the  secretary  of  state,  in  like  manner, 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  as  is  prescribed  in  and  by  the  sixteenth  section 
of  llie  act  entitled  “an  act  for  regulating  elections,”  passed  March 
29, 18 13,  ii»  relation  to  votes  given  for  senators. 

That  the  transcripts,  last  mentioned,  having  been  receis'ed  by 
the  secretary  of  state  from  the  clerks  of  the  respective  counties, 
shall  remain  in  his  office  of  record;  and  the  said  secretary,  the 
surveyor-general,  the  attorney-general,  the  comptroller  and  trea- 
snri;r  of  this  state,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall,  on  the  13th  day  of 
February  neat,  assemble  at  the  office  of  the  said  secretary  and  pro- 
ceed to  calculate  and  ascertain  tli6  whole  number  of  votes  given 
at  such  election  for  and  against  the  said  amended  constitution;  and 
shall,  tliereupon,  within  six  days  thereafter,  determine,  conform- 
ably to  such  transcripts,  the  nuraher  of  votes  given  for  and 
against  the  amended  constitution,  respectively,  and  whether  a 
majority  of  the  said  votes  are  for  or  against  the  said  aniended 
c.)nstitutson.  And  they  shall,  without  delay,  make  and  sub- 
scribe, with  their  proper  names,  a certificate  of  such  determina- 
tion, and  file  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
which  shall  remain  therein  of  record;  and  shall,  without  delay, 
cause  to  be  delivered  a true  copy  thereof,  so  subscribed  as  aforesaid. 
Ui  the  president  of  this  convention;  to  the  person  administering 
the  government  of  this  state;  to  the  president  of  the  senate,  and 
to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  assembly;  and  shall  also  cause  a 
copy  of  such  certificate  to  be  published  in  the  newspaper  printed 
by  the  printers  to  this  state.  And  if  it  shall  appear,  by  the  said 
canvass  last  mentioned,  that  the  majority  of  votes,  given  and  re- 
turned as  aforesaid,  are  against  the  amended  constitution,  then  the 
skid  amended  constitution  shall  be  deemed  to  be  rejected  by  the 
citizens  of  this  state:  but,  if  a majority  of  the  said  votes  are  tor 
the  amended  constitution,  then  the  same  shall  be  deemed  to  be  ra- 
tified and  confirmed  by  the  citizens  of  this  state. 

Resolved,  That  five  thousand  copies  of  these  resolutions,  with 
the  amended  constitution  subjoined,  be  printed;  and  that  the 
comptroller  cause  the  same  to  be  transmitted,  without  delay,  at 
tha  expense  of  the  state,  to  the  county  clerks;  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  distribute  the  same  among  the  different  towns. 

Resolved,  That  five  thousand  copies  of  the  address  of  the  conven- 
tion to  their  constituents,  be  printed  and  distributed  in  like  inan- 
ner;  and  that  two  copies  of  the  amended  constitution  he  transmit- ) 


ted  by  the  comptroller,  by  mail,  to  each  of  the  delegates  to  the 
eoDvention. 


By  order  of  the  convention, 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS,  President, 
and  delegate  from  Richmond  county. 

John  F.  Bacon,  \o • 

Samuel  S.  Gardiner,  |Secretanes. 

State  of  New-Tork,  secretary's  office, 
Albany,  November  10,  1821. 

I certify  the  preceding  to  be  a true  copy  of  certain  resolutions 
of  the  convention  of  this  sute,  filed  this  day  in  this  office. 

J.  V.  N.  YATES,  Secretary  Estate. 


CHRONICLE. 

Gen.  Jackson  has  been  elected  grand  master  of 
masons  in  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Randolph  has  arrived  at  New  York  from  Eng- 
land. 

Counterfeiters.  A gang  of  counterfeiters,  consist- 
ing of  six  men  and  two  women,  lately  took  up  their 
abode  in  a retired  house  in  Wilmington,  Del.  Their 
conduct  excited  suspicion — and  finally,  with  great 
address,  five  of  the  men  and  one  of  the  women  were 
taken.  They  had  the  amount  of  50,000  dollars  in 
counterfeit  and  spurious  notes,  and  an  apparatus  for 
the  manufacture  of  half-dollars  out  of  base  metals. 
The  notes  were  chiefly  20  dollar  bills  of  the  bank 
of  Wilmington  and  Brandywine,  lO’s  of  the  bank  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  5*s  of  the  Franklin  bank  of 
Baltimore— -all  easy  to  be  detected  with  care:  but 
they  had  altered  and  circulated  many  three  dollar 
notes  of  the  Philadelphia  bank  as  twentieSf  which 
are  not  easily  guarded  against.  Those  arrested 
were  committed  to  jail,  and  the  pursuit  was  hot 
after  the  man  and  woman  who  had  escaped. 

There  are  many  counterfeits,  lO’s  and  5’s,  of  the 
Farmers  bank  of  Alexandria,  now  afloat — 3’s  on  tlie 
Washington  bank  of  Rhode  Island,  and  5’s  on  the 
Suffolk  bank,  Massachusetts. 

Massachusetts.  Mr.  Daniel  Webster  has  been 
elected  to  the  next  congress  from  the  Boston  dis- 
trict, by  a large  majority,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Put- 
man,  supported  by  the  “middling  interest.” 

J\rctv  York.  After  a mrist  active  contest,  Mr.  P. 
H.  Wendover,  lai  e a member  of  congress,  has  been 
elected  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York, 
lie  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Noah,  late  sheriff,  and  editor 
of  the  “Advocaie.”  For  Mr.  W.  3826,  for  Mr.  N, 
2493 — majority  1333. 

Judge  Yates  is  elected  governor,  without  an  op- 
position worth  notice.  Mr.  Soutliwick  received  25 
votes  in  the  city  of  New  York — judge  Yates  nearly 
5000.  Gen.  Root  is,  no  doubt,  elected  lieiit.  govern- 
or by  an  exceedingly  great  majority;  Mr.  Hunting- 
don  had  688  voles  in  the  city — geu  R.  4074. 

South  Carolina.  Mr.  Lowndes,  on  account  of  il- 
health,  has  resigned  liis  seat  in  congress. 

Georgia.  The  congressional  election  returns  are 
all  received,  'fhe  representation  to  the  18th  con- 
gress will  be  composed  of  Messrs.  Forsyth,  Tat- 
nall,  Abbott,  Cobb,  I'hompson,  Carey  and  Cuthbert. 

Kentucky.  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson  has  been  re-elect- 
ed a senator  of  the  United  States,  for  six  years  from 
the  4th  March  next,  without  opposition, 

Ohio.  Members  elect  of  the  18th  congress — 
James  W.  Guzlay,  * I'homas  R.  Ross,  William 
McLean,  *, Joseph  Vance;  *J.  W.  Campbell,  Dun- 
can McArthur,  Mordecai  Bartley,  S.  F.  Vinton, 
William  Wilson,  Philemon  Beecher,  John  Patterson, 
John  C.  Wright,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  *John  Sloane. 
This  state,  at  present,  has  only  six  members;  those 
marked  with  a star  are  re-elected. 
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03“  We  are  furnisliecl  with  an  article  from  an  able 
pen,  which  we  have  placed  under  the  head  of  «na. 
tional  atfairs” — and  we  are  g’lad  to  say,  that  we  ex- 
pect to  receive  several  other  essays  from  the  same 
thinking  writer. 

Captain  Hull.  We  publish  the  ofRcial  abstract 
of  the  testimony,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the 
court  of  inquiry,  which  recently  sat  at  Boston,  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  the  conduct  of  captain 
Hull,  as  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  at  that  place, 
&c.  The  court  appears  to  have  performed  its  duty 
with  much  patience  and  perseverance,  and  an  earn- 
est desire  to  arrive  at  truth — and  the  nation  will 
rejoice  at  the  release  of  the  conqueror  of  the  Guer- 
riere  from  the  suspicion  of  any  intended  violation  of 
his  duty  as  an  officer,  or  of  conduct  as  a gentleman: 
but — [to  use  a word  fo  much  used  in  the  abstract 
and  opinion],  if  we  may  take  this  investigation  “all 
in  all,”  we^can  sincerely  say,  that  we  hope  never 
“to  look  upon  its  like  again.” 

The  race— the  race!  “All  the  world” — so  far 
as  10,000  persons  would  go  to  make  it,  went  out  to 
the  race-course  at  Washington  city,  on  Wednesday 
last— some  of  whom  were  said  to  have  made  a 
journey  from  Boston  for  the  purpose,  to  see  a trial 
of  speed  between  a N.  York  horse,  called  Eclipse, 
and  a Virginia  horse,  dubbed  Sir  Charles,  for  a bet 
of  10,000  dollars;  but,  at  about  1 o’clock,  when  im- 
patience had  nearly  passed  into  a mania,  it  was  an- 
nounced that  poor  Sir  Charles  had  somehow  got 
lamed  and  would  not  run  tlie  match — so  Eclipse 
walked  over  the  course,  and  his  owner  received  the 
forfeiture,  5,000  dollars. 

But,  after  this,  another  match  was  made  up — 
Eclipse  against  Sir  Charles,  to  run  four  miles,  for 
1500  dollars — this  was  won  by  the  former  with  great 
ease  and  without  pushing;  yet  he  went  over  the 
ground  in  eight  minutes  and  four  seconds. 

So  ends  this  important  affair,  and  we  are  glad 
that  the  great  race  was  not  run;  for  many  had  bet- 
ted large  sums  upon  it  wdio  are  unable,  as  they  say, 
to  pay  their  honest  debts,  to  mechanics  and  gro- 
cers, &c.  and  even  the  washer-women  of  their 
families. 

The  west!  A party  of  traders,  under  the  dlrec- 
tion  of  a col.  Cooper,  have  penetrated  the  country 
from  Boon’s  Lick,  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  to  Santa 
Fe,  in  the  province  of  Texas,  where  they  arrived 
with  three  -wagons  loaded  -with  goods,  to  the  great 
astonishment  of  the  people.  The  country  is  open 
and  level,  and  abounds  with  grass.  In  return  for 
his  goods,  colonel  Cooper  brought  back  specie  and 
mules.  Another  party,  with  60  pack-horses,  laden 
with  merchandise,  had  started  for  Santa  Fe.  The 
eastern  and  western  people  are  of  the  same  stock: 
with  the  former,  a voyage  to  the  coast  of  Japati  is  a 
common  affair;  and  to  cross  the  Rocky  Mountains 
will  soon  become  as  familiar  to  the  other.  !t  is  very 
possible  that  the  citizens  of  St.  Louis,  on  theJfis. 
sissippi,  may  eat  fresh  salmon  from  the  waters  of 
fhe  Columbia!— for  distance  seems  as  if  annihilated 
by  science  and  the  spirit  of  adventure.  We  have 
only  to  regret  that  our  progress  in  science  and  ex- 
tension of  enterprize,  so  much  tends  to  fhe  sup. 
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port  and  encouragement  of  foreign  industry.  The 
specie  brought  by  the  wagons  from  Santa  Fe  to 
Boon’s  Lick,  will  descend  the  Missouii  to  the  Atlan- 
tic, and  find  a resting  place  at  Liverpool  or  Canton, 
and  there  add  to  the  means  of  keeping  us  in  a state 
of  dependence  and  servitude.  Such  things  are, 
that  if  capt.  Symmesconld  get  into  the  earth  at  the 
north  pole,  as  he  proposes,  and  there  find  gold 
growing  on  trees,  it  would  all  pass  into  England  t<» 
check  the  progress  of  pauperism  in  that  country 
snd  promote  it  in  this.  As  the  “True  Briton’* 
says,  we  [seem  to]  act  as  if  we  were  of  a ^'degraded 
stock** — [see  a subsequent  article],  and  it  may  5ethat 
it  is  right  that  we  should  pay  the  tribute  of  our  sweat 
and  blood  to  the  land  that  honored  our  ancestors  so 
far  as  to  deny  them  the  rights  of  conscience  ami  to 
kick  them  out  of  the  country,  because  they  felt  it 
a duty  to  worship  theJCREATon  of  all  things,  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  their  own  hearts!  At 
least,  it  is  thus  that  we  do — but  not  with  my  con- 
sent—that’s  certain.  Yet  I say,  “let  us  alone.”  Let 
others  do  unto  us  as  we  do  unto  them,  and  I am  con- 
tent to  meet  the  hazard  of  profit  and  loss  by  indus- 
try and  skill.  But  we  stand  now  like  a defencelesi* 
man  before  a bully  armed  with  a cudgel.  I would, 
that  he  might  be  compelled  to  lay  down  his  cudgel, 
or  that  we  should  take  one  up;  saying — peace,  or 
*‘the  hardest  fend  off** — ^just  as  yon  please  to  have  it; 
let  us  alone,  and  we’ll  let  you  alone;  “if  not,  not,” 

I wish  that  my  good  friends,  the  editors  of  the 
Richmond  ENtiuiiiKii,  would  speak  to  this  *det-us- 
alone**  proposition. 

Mr.  Welbt,  one  of  the  “British  travellers  in 
America,”  says,  “the  business  of  courts  of  Justice, 
during  the  summer,  is  done  in  the  evenings  and 
nights;  the  great  heat  of  the  weather  in  the  day 
absolutely  preventing  any  number  of  people  from 
collecting  together  without  danger  of  levers,  par- 
ticularly such  persons  as  compose  the  witnesses, 
auditors  and  attendants  in  a law  court!” 

(r3=*What  but  the  sheer  spirit  of  falsehood  could 
have  tempted  this  traveller  to  have  told  such  a sto- 
ry? Who,  in  America,  ever  heard  of  a court  of  jus- 
tice being  held  in  the  evening  or  night,  unless  to 
terminate  and  conclude  some  business  begun  in 
the  day?  Evening  sessions  are  never  held,  except 
for  the  especial  purpose  just  named,  and,  even 
90,  not  often. 

Canal  navigation.  E'rom  the  Rochester  (N.  Y.) 
Telegraph.  Arrived  at  this  village  on  Wednesday 
last,  the  canal  boat  Western  Trader,  capt.  Garney, 
from  Utica,  with  a full  freight  of  emigrants,  con- 
sisting of  eight  families,  in  all  sixty  persons,  who 
have  come  the  distance  of  150  miles  for  the  mode- 
rate sum  of  gl.oO  each;  thus  completely  elucidat- 
ing one  of  the  many  important  benefits  of  the  great 
western  canal. 

Canals.  The  great  “Union  Canal,”  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, goes  on  rapidly,  and,  so  far,  promises  to  fulfil 
the  hopes  of  its  projectors.  It  is  stated  that  four 
hundred  boats  ply  upon  the  New-Y^ork  Erie  canal, 
between'Rochester  and  the  Little  Falls.  Several 
lines  of  elegant-packet  boats  are  established^ 
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AN'OTriEii  CANAL — projected  in  J\“iw  York,  Mr. 
j}.  J^aymoncl,  cf  Louisville,  St.  Lawrence  county, 
New  York,  has  addressed  a circular  letter  to  the 
land  holders  adjacent  to  the  proposed  route,  sug- 
gesting  a pledge,  on  their  part,  to  convey  certain 
portions  of  land  to  tlie  state  of  New  York,  on  the 
condition  that  a navigable  canal  shall  be  made  to 
unite  tiie  waters  of  lake  Ontario  and  those  of  Cham- 
plain. Me  supposes  that  the  length  of  the  canal 
would  be  about  100  miles,  and  cost  not  more  than 
1,500,000  dollars,  and  says  that  no  great  obstruc- 
tiurts  exist,  that  the  supply  of  water  is  abundant, 
ccc.  He  estimates  that  150,000  acres  of  land  might 
be  obtained  for  the  purpose  as  stated — which,  after 
the  caiuil  should  be  completed,  would  be  worth 
r50,0C0  dollars — and  he  thinks  that  the  landholders 
might  v/ell  afford  to  offer  that  (pjantity  from  the 
rise  in  value  of  what  they  would  retain. 

Naval,  It  is  stated  that  our  vessels  cruising  in 
the  West  India  seas,  have  been  ordered  not  to 
frequent  sickly  ports,  except  in  case  of  necessity;^ 
and  that  captain  Biddle,  of  the  Congress  frigate,  has 
received  instructions  that  may  render  our  com- 
merce less  hazardous  on  account  of  the  Porto  llico 
privateers. 

Slates,  he,  A writer  in  the  Southern  Patriot, 
says — <‘It  is  believed  that  the  number  of  slaves  in 
ihe  United  States  amounts  to  about  one  million  five 
hundred  thousand.  The  late  census  shows  it  to  be 
greater.  These,  estimated  at  ^300  per  liead,  would 
amount  to  four  hundred  and  fifty  millions  dollars!” 

(c^This  is  a singular  article,  and  might  as  well 
not  have  been  written.  The  single  state  of  Penn- 
i>ylvania  contains  about  320,000  horses,  not  less  than 
.100,000  working  oxen — and  millions  on  millions 
worth  of  ether  “working  machines;”  but  also  nearly 
a million  of /ree  persons,  and  how  shall  we  value 
them? 

Flohida  theatt.  7’lie  National  Intelligencer  of 
the  20th  inst.  says — The  board  of  commissioners  on 
•Spanish  claims  is  still  sitting  in  this  city,  but  is  ex- 
pected  to  adjourn  in  the  course  of  this  week.  They 
Iiave  passed  upon  about  an  hundred  and  twenty 
cases,  of  which  about  seventy  had  been  allowed, 
’fhe  claims  in  the  cases  already  rejected  at  this  ses- 
sion, amount,  we  believe,  to  more  than  a million  of 
dollars. 

Johnson’s  life  of  gen.  Gheene.  We  see,  by  the 
Charleston  City  Gazette,  that  this  work  has  passed 
through  the  hands  of  the  gentlemen  of  Boston  who 
conduct  the  *JVbrth  American  Review*  an  able  work, 
but  loo  much  British^  in  some  cases.  It  appears  that 
they  call  judge  Johnson  *an  inhabitant  of  a very  re- 
mote part  of  the  nation* — he  lives  in  Charleston, 
which,  we  rather  suppose,  is  located  about  as  near  to 
the  centre  of  the  “nation”  as  the  “good  city  of  Bos- 
ton”— surely,  it  is  not  so  near  to  any  foreign  domi- 
nion! 

From  the  notice  of  this  review,  (for  I myself 
have  not  seen  it),  it  appears  that  the  reviewers 
object  to  certain  historical  facts  relative  to  the 
character  of  Andre^  as  shewing  he  was  not  that 
exalted  being  which  some  have  supposed  that  he 
was.  They  would  have  wished  that  the  truth  should 
not  have  been  told!  The  mawkish  sensibility  about 
the  fate  of  Andre,  among  those  who  do  not  recol- 
lect that  Hale,  their  ov/n  countryman,  met  the  same 
death  for  a lesser  offence,  though  of  the  same  na- 
hire  as  a spy,  and  under  barbarous  circumstances, 


(being  denied  the  consolations  of  his  friends,  or 
even  the  use  of  a bible),  is  completely  disgusting. 

If  ever  a man  died  rightfuliy  in  war,  it  was  Andre — 
be  was  engaged  in  an  illegal,  as  well  as  a most  dis- 
honorable and  dishonest  business — a mean  thing, 
such  as  no  brave  man  sliould  liave  taken  a part  in. 

I have  myself  some  original  notices  of  him — the  re- 
collections of  an  old  cificer  in  the  revolutionary 
army,  which  long  since  satisfied  me  that, bis  cha- 
racter had  been  outrageously  extolled  by  the  Bri- 
tish and  their  adiierents  of  his  day,  in  order  to  di- 
vert public  attention  from  the  treachery  of  Arnold ^ 
and  heap  censure  on  the  commander  in  chief,  for 
ordering  ths  execution  of  one  who  had  been  en- 
gaged in  the  dirty  business  of  purchasing  a man’s 
oath  and  duty  to  liis  country,  with  money.  Let  him 
rest  in  peace.  All  the  celebrity  that  can  pertain  to 
his  memory  is  connected  with  and  depends  upon 
the  infamy  and  crime  of  Arnold — Andre,  of  himself, 
has  no  rightful  part  in  the  history  of  the  revolution 
more  than  tens  of  thousands  who  died  in  the  war, 
without  record — less  than  any  one  of  those  who 
were  slain  in  their  sleep  at  Paoli,  or  starved  to  death 
on  board  the  Jersey  prison  ship. 

A cheat  BHincE.  Overhauling  some  old  papers 
a few  days  ago,  1 met  with  an  extract  from  llie  Lon- 
don Times,  of  the  24th  of  August,  1819,  giving  an 
account  of  a bridge  then  building  to  unite  the  isl- 
and of  Anglesea  with  the  county  of  Carnarvon.  It 
was  to  be  on  the  suspension  principle;  the  centre 
opening  to  be  560  feet  between  the  points  of  bus- 
pension,  and  500  feet  at  the  level  of  high  water  line 
— the  road  was  to  be  100  feet  above  the  highest 
spring  tide,  divided  into  carriage-ways  of  12  feet 
each,  and  have  a foot-way  between  them,  of  4 feet. 
In  addition,  there  were  to  be  three  stone  arches, 
on  the  Carnarvon  side,  and  four,  of  the  same  dimen- 
sions, on  the  Anglesea  side,  he.  We  have  not 
heard  whether  this  stupendous  work  was  complet- 
ed, which  it  was  expected  tliat  it  would  be  in  three 
years. 

Louisiana.  A very  unpleasant  contention  still 
exists  at  Nevv-Orleans,  between  those  who  are  call- 
ed the  American  and  French  parties,  in  common 
phrase:  that  is,  those  who  speak  the  language  of 
and  assimilate  their  manners  to  those  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  such  as  still 
adhere  to  the  language  and  manners  of  France. — 
We  do  not  wish  any  overbearing  conduct  on  either 
side;  but  it  is  clear  and  undoubted,  that  the  former 
must  prevail  in  point  of  numbers,  as  well  as  in 
moral  strength;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  latter,  if 
devoted  to  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
as  they  warmly  profess  themselves  to  be^  to  give 
into  and  join  with  the  greater  interest  to  promote 
the  common  good— for  they  must  see  it  impossible 
to  support  a “French  party”  in  Louisiana — they 
must  amalgamate  with  the  citizens  of  the  republic; 
and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better  for  all  “parties.” 

The  following  queer  paragraph  appears  in  one 
of  the  essays  in  the  “Louisianian.’*  We  have  be- 
fore heard  of  the  “nation  of  New- England,”  and 
laughed  at  the  notion — this  beats  that  notion  “all 
hollow!” but  the  saying  has  not  the  same  “au- 

thority:” 

If  it  is,  “we  citizens  of  Louisiana,  a nation 
brave  and  independent,  should  not  consent  to  be  sub- 
jugated by  a league  of  the  conquerors  of  the  north. 
No!  we  are  not  Helots,  we  are  free  and  indepen. 
dent.  We  vjUI^  as  a nation!  that  our  officers  shall 
fulfil  their  duties  and  obey  the  Uws.” 
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Bank  of  ttni  United  Stated.  At  a meeting  of 
the  stockholders,  held  at  Charleston  on  the  5th  inst. 
among  other  proceedings,  the  following  resolution 
was  unanimously  adopted — 

Resolved,  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
parent  bank  at  Philadelphia,  be  requested  to  in- 
struct the  president  and  directors  of  the  office  ot| 
discount  and  deposite  at  Baltimore,  to  have  pub 
lished,  (after  the  trial  of  the  parties  concerned),  j 
a full  and  authentic  statement,  from  the  documents 
in  their  possession,  of  the  “stupendous  frauds” 
committed  at  that  office  during  the  period  when 
.T.  A.  Buchanan  was  presid-' it,  and  J.  W.  McCulloch 
cashier— subject,  nevertheless,  previous  to  publi- 
cation, to  the  inspection  and  revision  of  the  parent 
board. 

At  a meeting  of  stockliolders  resident  in  Con- 
necticut, held  at  Middletown,  on  the  18th  inst. 
Samuel  W.  Dana  was  appointed  to  represent  the 
trustees  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia, 
and  it  was  resolved,  “that  whQreas  proxies  have 
been  given  by  some  under  misapprehensions,  this 
meeting  recommend  that  the  same  be  revoked, 
and  others  be  made  out  and  given  to  persons  in 
vjhom  they  may  have  confidence.'^  Signed  Josiah  Sa- 
vage, chairman,  John  Alsop,  secretary. 

^NlAMMOTa  FAMiLT.  A Ncw  Londou  (Connecti- 
cut) paper  says— We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Joseph 
Mosely,  of  Chaplin,  has  eleven  children,  all  now  liv- 
ing, the  youngest  i.s  about  tiiirty  years  of  age,  and 
they  average  upwards  of  two  hundred  pounds  each! 

SiKOCLAU  coNSANGUiNiTV.  Two  gentlemen  ot 
the  county  of  Bucks,  in  Bnidand,  lately  deceased, 
married  the  other’s  daughter,  and  each  of  them 
left  issue  thereby. 

Ror.nKns.  The  printing-offi<?e  of  the  New  York 
Commercial  Advertiser  was  lately  visited  by  some 
fellows  in  tlie  night,  and  some  small  damage  done 
to  the  property.  Toe  editors  say — “the  thieves 
must  certainly  have  come  in  search  of  something 
to  eat,  for  no  mortal  would  tliink  of  entering  a 
printing  office  for  obtaining  cash/’'  The  printers 
call  their  type,  when  broken  down  and  in  a con- 
fused state,  by  the  nanie  of  pi. 

The  Greeks.  The  London  Courier,  in  an  article 
about  the  intended  meeting  of  the  “holy  allies” 
at  V^erona,  has  the  following  paragraph: 

“No  enligliteiied  statesman  would  put  his  hand  to 
the  document  that  should  relegate  the  Turks  to 
Asia,  and  elevate  the  Greeks  to  empire  in  Constan- 
tinople.” Wur  NOT? 

Dcteleing.  Some  persons  in  Connecticut  have 
seriously  offered  a premium  of  fifty  dollars  for  the 
best  written  farce  on  the  late  duel-meetings  and 
proceedings  between  two  citizens  of  the  south. 
And,  no  doubt,  some  of  our  wits  will  attempt  to  fit 
the  matter  for  the  stage. 

PouTo  Rico.  Several  persons  have  been  shot 
on  this  island  as  having  had  a part  in  the  late  expe- 
dition fitted  out  at  St.  Bartholemews,  to  revolution- 
ize it.  Jt  seems  now  as  if  the  government  of  llayti 
had  some  concern  in  the  matter — but,  as  yet,  the 
whole  affair  is  a mystery  to  us;  though  we  have 
jast  received  some  particulars  of  the  late  design  to 
capture  the  island,  together  with  a copy  of  a pro- 
clamation that  was  to  have  been  issued  after  its 
seizure,  to  establish  some  general  regulations.  It  isj 
signed  “f:onis  Villaume  du  Goudras,  presidient  andj 


commander  in  chief,”  and  “B.  Irvine,  governmen*: 
secretary,  pro  tern” — the  dominion  was  to  be  named 
the  “republic  of  Bortguen.”  But  it  appears  that 
the  whole  expedition  has  been  wrecked  to  pieces, 
and  tlie  history  of  this  desperate  adventure  does 
not  seem  worthy  of  record.  It  was  about  as  wild 
a scheme  as  a few  discontented  individuals  were 
ever  engaged  in.  We  shall,  however,  preserve  the 
papers,  in  t!ie  possibility  that  they  may  be  useful 
hereafter. 

“The  True  Briton,”  in  a very  conciliatory  viv- 
tide  about  the  progress  of  American  manufactures) 
elegantly  concludes  it  in  these  terms — 

“if  it  be  practicable,  we  -wish  to  suppress  all  heart- 
burnings abroad  as  at  home,  and  most  especially 
with  those  who,  notwithstanding  some  little  rivalry, 
arc  still  our  brethren  by  biith,  though  they  may  hanx 
emanated  from  a guilty  and  degraded  stock:"!! 

Presidential  election.  The  following  letter 
was  received  fromNew-York  after  the  last  number 
of  the  “Ukoisteu”  was  in  the  press,  In  my  opinion, 
it  contains  seme  sensible  remarks  on  an  interesting 
subject,  which  claims,  (or  is  abnut  to  claim),  much 
of  the  public  attention.  In  joining  in  with  the  ap- 
prehensions of  the  writer  in  the  “ENarmEa,”  as  to 
I the  choice  of  a president  of  the  United  States  by 
the  states  as  represented  in  congress,  1 had  not  the 
remotest  idea  of  supporting  “the  congressional 
system,”  though  w'hat  might  be  the  practice 
under  the  constitution  was  more  to  be  “dreaded” 
than  the  usage  of  members  of  congress,  in  tlidr 
individual  capacities,  to  recommend  persons  for  the 
most  dignified  offices  known  in  our  government.-^ 
The  first  is  absolute,  condu.sive — unless  without 
proceeding  to  the  lengths  that  Mr.  Duyavd  safl 
“the  New  England  gentlemen”  were  willing  to  go: 
Iheotlier  Is  conditional,  and  worth  nothing  at  all,  if 
not  supported  by  public  opinion,  ihoiigli  time  liaaf 
been  when  the  power  of  it  was  mighty;  and  the 
time  may  come,  w'hen  it  will  be  proper  to  exert  a 
force  of  this  kind,  but  not  th.<  ;gh  such  agents,  ex- 
cept public  opinion  leads  the  icay  to  individuals  who 
shall  be  named.  1 speak  without  reference  to  either 
or  any  political  party— for  all  have  resorted  to  caw- 
cussing  at  different  periods,  as  they  found  it  expt- 
I dient  to  set  up  persons  as  rallying  points  for  their 
respective  prmciples.  The  latter  do  not  depend  on 
,t!ie  former— but  doctrines  must  be  carried  into 
operation  through  persons.  In  the  present  state  of 
I things,  when  all  the  supposed  candidates  profess 
the  same  principles,  I believe  that  a congressional 
nomination  would  be  laughed  into  contempt;  and, 
suoli  is  my  opposition  to  it,  that,  as  a citizen,  f 
should  be  strongly  tempted  to  oppose  it,  even  if 
the  men  that  1 might  happen  to  prefer  were  select- 
ed— for  “a  right  thing  may  be  brought  about  in  a 
wrong  way,”  and  so  become  hurtful  as  a wrong  on 
society.  Every  one  who  has  been  at  the  head  of  a 
family  must  be  sensible  of  this.  . There  is  a time  to 
exert  and  a time  to  refrain — ani  when,  as  is  now 
the  case,  a caucus  nomination  by  congress  would 
amount  only  to  an  opinion  about  individuals,  1 should 
consider  it  the  plenitude  of  impudence  to  naakc 
such  nomination.  It  may  have  been  confefirplaled; 
but,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  the  project 
seemed  to  have  been  abandoned.  If  any  thing  that 
1 said; went  to  recommend  it,  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, I truly  regret  it — but  I cannot  believe  that 
it  did. 

letter  to  the  editor  of  the  register. 

Is  it  possible  that  Mr.  Niles  can  suppoi  t the  con- 
gresaional  caticut  system?  were  induced  to  ask 
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ourselves  this  question  on  reading  his  remarks  on 
♦‘presidential  election,’*  in  his  last  No.  (10.)  Can 
he  be  alarmed  by  the  specious  imaginings  of  “Cal- 
culator” of  the  liichmond  Enquirer^  at  the  danger 
of  a contingent  “vote  by  states,”  in  the  event  of 
no  candidate  having  a majority  of  electoral  votes? 
The  purpose  of  this  sound  of  alarm  from  Richmond, 
we  took  to  be  obvious-having  the  view  which 
briefly  follows  of  the  arguments  that  accompany  it 
upon  this  (as  it  supposes)  pernicious  error  of  our 
constitution.  (We  allude  to  no  farther  purpose  of 
this  alarm  than  the  effect  of  a congressional  nomi- 
nation.) 

It  is  clear,  that  if  there  be  no  choice  by  the  elec- 
toral votes,  there  must  necessarily  be  (except  the 
accident  of  a tye),  three*  candidates  voted  for. 
This,  then,  is  secured  to  the  people,  that  one  of 
the  three  having  the  highest  number  of  their  elec- 
tors’ votes,  shall  be  chosen  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives: and  if,  as  is  probable  in  such  a case,  the 
chief  of  the  votes  be  shared,  with  no  great  inequali- 
ty by  those  three,  where  would  be  the  danger  to 
llie  nation,  even  if  one  of  the  men  thus  designated 
should  be  fixed  on  by  lottery?  But,  the  choice  is  to 
be  determined  by  the  preference,  as  expressed  by 
states,  of  our  representatives  in  congress.  Now, 
we  would  ask  Mr.  Niles,  (but  that  he  has  already 
spoken  of  it),  and  of  the  “Calculator”  of  Virginia, 
where  have  been  found  any  considerable  number  of 
men,  of  our  country,  filling  a responsible  station 
t’.ndcr  the  constitution,  liable  to  corruption  in  the 
discharge  of  a diity,  and,  (to  make  it  more  applica- 
ble), of  a specific  duty,  on  the  due  execution  of 
which  the  eyes  of  the  nation  are  anxiously  and 
watchfully  bent? 

But,  may  not  the  voices  of  congressmen,  on  the 
exercise  of  an  unofficial,  an  assumed  duty,  one 
unknown  to  the  constitution,  and  against  which  its 
spirit  objects,  be  more  easily  obtained^  in  the  manner 
suggested  by  Mr.  Niles — courting,  coaxing,  &c? 
From  this  course  there  is  only  mischief  to  be  ex- 
pected, and,  under  present  circumstances,  no  pos- 
sible good:  and  the  danger,  from  the  last  resort,  of 
a decision  by  the  vote  of  the  representatives  of 
states,  is  inexplicable  and  intangible.  This  ima- 
gined  danger  supposes,  that  the  vote  of  a majority 
(thirteen)  of  the  stales  are  to  be  obtained  incor- 
rectly; and  it  gives  a facility  to  this,  by  presuming 
the  smallest  states  secured  for  such  purpose — inter- 
spersed, as  they  actually  are.  (except  three  of  the 
north  western),  among  all  their  larger  sisters  of  the 
union — from  New-Hampshire  to  Mississippi,  and 
from  Delaware  to  Missouri.  After  all  tins,  what 
does  it  require? — that  the  representatives  of  six  of 
llK!se  states  should  be  unanimous  in  this  project,  to 
eirect  so  many  votes;  and  that  more  than  Uvo  thirds 
of  the  representatives  of  the  whole  number  named, 
should  concur  in  it.  (See  “Calculator’* in  the  pre- 
ceding number  of  your  Register).  At  such  a pos- 
sibility  “of  an  extremely  small  minority’*  of  repre- 
sentatives being  conclusive  in  this  final  determina- 
tion, the  alarmist  “starts”  with  apprehension! 

Tl»e  necessity  for  caucus  nominations,  existed 
only  when  tlie  support  of  important  party  princi- 
ples exacted  the  united  efforts  of  leading  party 
men:  then  the  people  who  constituted  the  party, 
required  of  ineir  men  of  influence  throughout  the 
nation,  a subservience  to  this  discipline,  in  the  pur- 

*The  house  of  representatives  may  elect  any  one 
out  of  the  three  highest  ol  those  voted  for  as  pre- 
sident. \Ve  mention  this,  because  a general  idea 
js  that  cue  of  the  tico  highest  must  be  elected. 

, , [EJ3.  Keg. 


suance  of  their  interests,  and  for  the  success  of  their 
cause.  But  now,  these  principles  having  triumph- 
•ed,  why  not  leave  the  people  to  vote  according  to 
their  judgment,  or  feeling  of  reverence  for  services 
rendered,  in  favor  of  any  of  the  four  or  twelve  sup* 
posed  candidates?  Will  a caucus  recommendation 
from  Washington  better  enable  them  to  judge  “why 
this  or  that  man  should  be  preferred?”  or  to  under- 
stand “the  measures  that  either  will  pursue,  if  elect- 
ed,” as  designated  from  those  of  his  competitors) 
Our  conclusions  are,  under  present  circumstances, 
if  we  are  left  without  any  farther  nomination  of 
any  kind: 

1st.  That  there  w’ill  be  very  few  votes  thrown 
aw'ay; 

2d.  That  it  is  probable  one  of  the  t-wo  highest  in. 
popular  favor  will  be  chosen  by  the  repre- 
sentatives, in  the  event  of  their  having  to 
choose;  and, 

3d.  That  no  danger  need  be  apprehended,  to  the 
large  states,  or  to  the  government,  from  the 
influence  of  the  little  ones,  or  the  corruption 
of  any  of  the  agents  of  the  result — even  if 
three  candidates  should  have  so  divided  the 
public  attention  as  to  render  the  choice  of 
the  lowest  practicable. 

The  fabric  of  our  government  has  more  stability 
in  its  construction. 

TniGiNxi  QuATuon,  of  N.  Y, 

Navigatioit.  The  great  improvements  in  the 
arts  of  sliip-building  and  navigation,  supported  by 
an  increased  spirit  of  enterprize,  prompted  also 
by  the  increased  necessity  for  exertion,  have  ren- 
dered  the  most  distant  voyages  as  things  hardly 
worth  mentioning— a cruise  round  the  world  is  no 
more  thought  of  by  our  eastern  brethren  than  a 
steam  boat  excursion!  No  place  is  too  distant  for 
them  to  visit — no  time  too  long  to  be  employed — 
no  danger  sufficient  to  intimidate  them,  provided 
there  is  a reasonable  prospect  of  profit  held  out. 

A letter  published  sometime  since  from  the  cap- 
tain of  a Nantucket  ship  to  his  owner  stated — that, 
after  recruiting  at  the  Sandwich  Islands^  he  had 
proceeded  to  catch  whales  on  the  coast  of  Japan^ 
where  he  obtained  1100  barrels  of  oil — he  was  about 
to  run  over  to  California^  for  winter  quarters,  from 
whence  he  would  take  atrip  again  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands  for  supplies,  and  thence  to  return  to  the 
neighborhood  oi'Jtipanio  complete  his  cargo.  His 
ship  was  in  fine  order,  and  be  had  not  lost  a man 
since  he  left  home! 

It  is  now  well  known  that  some  of  these  hardy  peo- 
ple had  visited  what  is  regarded  by  the  English  as 
newly  discovered  land,  and  now  called  New  South 
Iceland,  as  early  as  1800 — biit  the  great  profit  which 
they  made  by  catching  seals,  sea-elephants,  sea- 
bears,  &c.  caused  them  to  keep  their  voyages  a se- 
cret. In  the  year  just  stated,  nine  vessels  arrived 
with  151,000  fur-seal  skins,  giving  it  out  that  they 
had  been  obtained  on  the  N.  W.  Coast.  A British 
ship  accidentally  discovered  this  land  in  1819,  iu 
lat.  60  deg.  30  min.  south,  and  60  deg.  long.  W. 
— the  fact  was  reported  to  the  commander  of  the 
British  frigate  Andromache  at  Valparaiso,  who  des- 
patched a vessel  and  made  some  survey  of  th^ 
coast.  In  the  Aurora,  of  June  26,  1821,  there  is  a 
very  interesting  paper  concerning  this  southern 
continent,  as  it  is  supposed  to  be.  It  is  said  first  to 
have  been  seen  by  a Dutch  navigator,  named  Dirck 
Gherritz,  in  1599;  by  a Spanish  commander  of  a ves- 
sel  of  war,  named  Torres,  in  1606,  and  fallen  in  with 
by  several  others  afterwards,  by  chance,  or  from 
being  driven  out  of  their  course.  Though  capt. 


NILES’  UEGISTER-^NOVEMBER  £3,  18££~MISCELLANEOUS. 


181 


Cook  reached  a higher  southern  latitude  be  did 
not  meet  it,  because  of  the  longitude  that  he  was 
in;  and  his  biographer  says  that  he  had  decided  two 
great  problems,  namely,  that  there  was  no  antarc- 
tic land,  and  no  passage  into  the  arctic  polar  sea — 
both  of  which  have  been  negatived. 

This  land  is  not  inhabited  by  human  beings,  nor 
habitable — it  is  a barren  hideous  waste,  covered 
with  snow  and  nearly  destitute  of  any  green  thing 
— no  vegetable,  but  a little  stunted  grass,  having 
ever  been  seen  upon  it.  All  the  animals  that  fre- 
quent it  are  aquatic,  except  a bird  that  resembles  a 
pigeon. 


Kehtuckt.  V^e  have  an  official  statement  of  the 
condition  of  the  bank  of  the  commonwealth  of  Ken- 
tucky, signed  O.  G.  Waggener,  cashier,  and  dated 
the  26th  October,  1822.  The  principal  bank  is  at 
Frankfort,  and  there  are  branches  at  Harrodsburg, 
Lexington,  Hartford,  Greensburg,  Princeton,  Win- 
Chester,  Mount  Sterling,  Falmouth,  Bowling  Green, 
Farmington,  Louisville  and  Somerset.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  aggregates  of  the  several  items  given, 
as  relating  to  each — 

Dills  payable  . . ♦ g2,792,063  87 

Stock 72,644  00 

Notes  discounted  . . 2,731,796  95 

Specie  : . . . 2,633  25 

Kentucky  bank  notes  . 98,089  50 

Eastern  notes  . .,  . 612  00 

Notes  on  hand,  (its  own)  . 422,299  00 

Other  bank  notes  . . 2,374  12 

I’otal  cash  . . w 525,808  50 

Net  profits  ....  180,565  65 

Expenses  ....  48,133  95 

Another  statement  shews  that  «all  the  interest 
that  has  accrued  since  the  commencement  of  the 
bank  up  to  July  1,  1822,  and  its  appropriation,  as 
follows: 

Total  amount  of  interest  or  profits  g 140,638  66 


Appropriation  to  Southern  college  618  15 

Do.  Centre  college  866  37 

Do.  Transylvania  university  7,646  44 

Do.  Literary  fund  70,319  32 

Amount  due  the  treasury  61,248  34 

Househoid  MA-NUPACTcnES.  The  real  cause  of 
the  great  rise  of  population  and  wealth  in  the  west- 
ern and  northern  parts  of  the  state  of  New-York, 
late  a mere  wilderness,  but  now  possessing  counties 
out-numbering  states,  is  in  the  industry  of  the  peo- 
ple and  the  application  of  their  own  means  for  the 
supply  of  their  own  wants,  by  labor  and  attention 
to  “small  things*’ — though  generous  dispositions 
and  honest  fronted  hospitality  are  no  more  stran- 
gers to  them  than  toothers  of  much  higher preten- 
sions.  To  shew  the  extent  to  which  household 
manufactures  are  carried,  we  have  selected  the 
following  from  one  of  the  Canandiagua  newspapers: 

At  the  late  anniversary  of  the  Ontario  county 
Agricultural  Society,  four  premiums  were  awarded 
to  the  families  which  had  manufactured,  in  the  past 
year,  the  greatest  number  of  useful  articles.  The 
following  is  a list  of  the  articles  which  received  the 
several  premiums: 

In  the  family  of  Seth  Jones,  of  Bristol. 

319  yards  of  linen  cloth,  25  yards  of  kersey,  for 
bags,  42  yards  of  shirting,  35  yards  of  diaper,  52 
yards  of  cotton  and  linen,  199  yards  of  woollen 
doth,  16  yards  of  kersey,  for  blankets,  24  yards  of 
plain  flannel,  for  blankets,  28  yards  of  cotton  and 
wool,  34  yards  of  cotton,  22  yards  of  worsted,  30 
pairs  of  socks,  7 pairs  of  stockings,  3 pairs  of  init*. 


tens,  5 bed  quilts,  1 carpet,  27  pairs  of  pan  taloons 
23  frocks,  2 surtouts,  4 coats,  4 sailor  do.  12  aprons, 

I be^d  tick,  7 blankets,  10  flannel  sheets,  20  linen 
do.  30  shirts,  5 vests,  12  kersey  bags. 

In  the  family  of  J/athaniel  Mien,  of  Jlichmond. 

486^  yards  of  linen  cloth,  comprised  of  diaper, 
striped,  checked  and  plain;  193  yards  of  woollen 
do.  woollen  yarn  on  hand  sufficient  to  make  77  yds. 
when  wove,  5 bed  quilts,  4 feather  bed  ticks,  20 
pairs  of  woollen  socks,  14  do.  of  woollen  stockings, 
9 of  mittens  for  men  and  boys,  29  do.  of  pantaloons 
for  do.  9 coats  and  surtouts  for  do.  9 vests  for  do. 
16  pairs  of  linen  pillow  cases,  21  linen  sheets,  2 
dozen  of  diaper  towels,  3 diaper  table  cloths,  1 do- 
zen kersey  towels,  1 dozen  of  kersey  bags,  20 
frocks,  for  females,  1 mantle  for  do.  2 great  coats 
for  do.  15  runs  of  thread,  9 runs  of  worsted  stock- 
ing yarn,  43  shirts. 

In  the  family  of  William  Oltley,  of  Phelps, 

201  yards  of  linen  cloth,  8 yards  of  linen  hand- 
kerchiefs, 69  yards  of  diaper,  30  yards  of  linen 
check,  112  yards  of  fulled  cloth,  89  yards  of  flan- 
nel, 28  yards  of  pressed  do.  1 pair  of  rose  blankets, 

II  yards  of  cotton  and  wool  coverlets,  20  yards  of 
double  work  blankets,  14  pairs  of  women’s  stock, 
ings,  10  pairs  of  socks,  3 pairs  of  mittens,  16  runs  of 
worsted  yarn  for  stockings,  6 runs  of  linen  thread. 

In  the  family  of  James  Uarland,  of  Manchester. 

61^  yards  of  fulled  cloth,  16  yards  of  pressed 
flannel,  20  yards  of  mixed  do.  46^  yards  of  plain 
do.  2 coverlets,  16  yards  of  diaper,  5 towels,  5 pairs 
of  pillow  cases,  3 pairs  of  tow  and  linen  sheets,  lO^ 
yards  of  tow  cloth,  3^  yards  of  kersey,  1 feather 
bed,  1 under  bed  tick,  1 pair  of  horse  blankets,  3 
pairs  of  socks,  5 pairs  of  women’s  stockings,  5 meal 
bags,  42  yards  of  worsted  plaid,  spun  and  partly 
wove,  not  having  time  to  finish  it. 

The  ManiAXA  Floha.  In  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  in  this  town  yesterday,  the  honorable 
judge  Story  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court  in 
the  case  of  the  United  States  and  Robert  F.  Stock- 
ton,  commander  of  the  U.  S,  schooner  Alligator, 
libellant,  vs.  the  Portuguese  ship  Mariana  Flora. 
An  appeal  had  been  entered  by  the  libellant,  from 
that  part  of  the  decree  of  th»  district  court,  which 
awarded  damages  against  the  captors.  3'hat  part 
of  the  decree  which  ordered  restitution  of  the  ves- 
sel  and  cargo,  was  not  appealed  from.  An  agree- 
ment has  been  had  at  the  present  term  of  this  court 
by  Messrs.  Webster  and  Blake,  for  the  captors,  and 
Prescott  and  J.  Knapp,  for  the  claimants.  The 
hon,  judge  was  of  opinion  that  the  conduct  of  the 
Mariana  Flora,  was  such  as  to  render  the  capture 
lawful,  and  that  although,  under  the  circumstances 
disclosed  on  examination  after  the  capture,  captain 
Stockton  might  have  released  her  at  sea,  yet  he  was 
not  bound  so  to  do,  but  had  a right  to  send  her  in 
for  adjudication.  He,  therefore,  reversed  the  de- 
cree of  the  district  judge  awarding  damages,  and 
ordered  that  each  party  should  sustain  his  own  costs. 
An  appeal  from  this  decision  of  the  circuit  court 
was  claimed  and  granted  to  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States. — Boston  Daily  Advertiser. 

A.LQiEns.  We  hope  that  the  following  affair,  as 
related  in  a letter  from  on  board  thejU.jS.  ship  On- 
tario, will  not  cause  any  difference  between  us  and 
the  Algerines.  If  the  case  is  reported  truly,  the 
dey  did  much  less  than  what  was  right  and  justly 
due  to  his  own  people — 

“We  arrived  at  Gibraltar  early  in  August,  having 
stopped  at  Malta;  hearing  of  a disturbance  at  Port 
Mahon,  did  not  remain  at  the  former  placu  twelve; 
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hours.  Afur  our  return  to  Mahon,  we  learnt  that 
a ciisag-reeable  afi'air  had  taken  place  at  Algiers,  of 
w^hi6h  1 will  now  relate  the  particulars: 

“Our  consul,  Mr.  Shaler,  being  away,  had  left  his 
nephew,  the  vice  consul,  to  act  in  his  place:  when 
out  hunting  one  day,  he  met  some  Turks,  who  told 
him  he  was  on  their  iields,  and  must  go  oli;  he  re* 
fujrcd;  they  attempted  to  use  force,  when  he  pre- 
sented his  gun  at  them;  they  disarmed  him  and  beat 
him  severely;  he  complained  to  the  dey,  demand- 
ing satisfaction;  the  dey  told  him  he  could  give  him 
none;  adding,  I allow  you  a drogoman.  This  is  a 
man  sacred  among  the  Turks;  every  consul  being 
allowed  one  as  a protection.  If  a 1’urk  insults  any 
one  under  their  protection,  he  loses  his  head.  Our 
young  consul  neglected  to  take  his  drogoman  with 
him,  therefore  he  w'as  refused  satisfaction.  He  told 
the  dey  that  if  he  did  not  punish  those  men  in  twen- 
ty-four hours,  he  would  cut  down  the  American 
Hag  staff;  the  dey  replied  he  could  not  help  it.  The 
flag  staff  was  cut  down,  and  a vessel  chartered  to 
bring  the  consul  to  Port  Mahon,  where  we  then 
were.  We  immediately  made  sail  for  this  place  for 
provisions,  and  in  twm  or  three  days  we  sail  for  Al- 
giers, thence  to  Leghorn  to  take  our  consul  to  Tu- 
nis, Dr.  Swift  having  been  left  in  his  place,  &c. 

Law  case.  Important  to  meii  in  trade.  We  un- 
derstand that  it  has  been  decided  by  the  supreme 
court  of  this  State  now  in  session  here,  that  the  sell- 
er of  goods  is  not  liable  for  any  damage  for  infe- 
riority of  quality  which  may  be  discovered  by  the 
buyer  after  delivery.  This  does  not  apply  to  frauds, 
ibr  which  the  seller  probably  is  liable,  though  this 
point  came  only  incidentally  into  consideration  in 
tlie  case  in  which  the  above  decision  was  made.  It 
is  understood  that  there  is  no  warranty  on  the  part 
of  the  seller  that  the  goods  sold  are  merchantable, 
but  simply  that  the  seller  has  a title  to  sell,  and  that 
the  goods  shall  be  what  the  bill  of  parcels  declares 
them  to  be— if  cotton,  that  the  article  sold  is  cot- 
ton, Sec.  This  case,  we  hear,  is  soon  to  be  published 
at  length,  for  the  information  of  all  concerned. 

^Boston  Palladiuniy  JVov.  12.] 

Just  payment  or  ttthes!  From  an  English  pa- 
p^r,  A clergyman  espied,  in  a poor  laborer’s  garden, 
ten  bee  hives;  tenacious  of  his  tythes,  he  exclaim- 
ed, “John,  so  you  have  got  ten  bee  hives,  one  I 
claim  as  rector  of  the  parish— see  you  bring  it  to 
my  house.”  The  man  shortly  after  took  it;  and,  on 
fhs  arrival  at  the  rector’s,  was  ordered  to  carry 
it  into  the  garden:  “No,”  says  he,  “where’s  mas- 
,ter?”  On  being  shewn  into  the  parlor,  where  the 
reverend  divine  sal,  “Here,”  said  he,  “I’ve  brought 
your  bees,  but  the  hive’s  mine;  for  d — n me,  but  1 
gave  two  pence  for  if.”  He  then  shook  out  the 
bees,  combs,  &c.  from  the  hive,  and  carried  it  off 
with  him;  and  left  the  parson  to  make  the  best  he 
could  of  the  industrious  and  enraged  insects. 

A WONDERFUL  VILLAIN.  From  a Paris  paper. — 
During  the  awful  prevalence  of  the  plague,  on  the 
north  east  of  Spain,  in  the  autumn  of  1821,  a fo. 
reigner,  who  was  variously  said  to  be  a Jew,  a Turk, 
an  Armenian  and  a renegade,  but  whose  acknow- 
ledged vocation  was  that  of  a merchant,  in  which 
capacity  he  had  amassed  a large  property,  visited 
the  devoted  city  of  Barcelona.  A letter  from 
thence  gives  the  following  account  of  this  singular 
atrocious  character.  “This  man,  who,  from  his 
long  white  beard,  might  Iwave  been  taken  for  a pa- 
triarch, had  been  an  eye  witness  of  all  the  plagues 
that  had  desolated,  of  late  years,  the  Turkish  em- 1 


pire.  As  soon  as  he  heard  that  a pestilence  had 
broken  out  in  any  city,  he  immediately  hastened  to 
it.  He  used  to  account  for  these  extraordinary 
journies,  by  the  advantage  he  found  in  sucli  deso- 
lated countries  in  purchasing  his  goods,  at  a lower 
rate  than  usual;  but  still  it  seemed  inexplicable  how 
lust  of  gold  could  so  far  overcome  the  love  of  life, 
and  how  the  old  man,  who  was  already  so  rich, 
should  continually  expose  himself  to  almost  inevi- 
table death.  Questions  put  to  this  traveller  were 
never  answered  clearly. — When  he  arrived  at  such 
a theatre  of  death  he  wrapped  himself  from  head 
to  foot  in  tarred  linen,  covered  his  hands  with  black 
leather  gloves,  his  face  with  a glass  mask,  and  thus 
guarded  against  infection,  and  provided  with  a stick, 
which  had  an  iron  hook  at  the  end,  he  entered  the 
infected  houses;  there  he  possessed  himself  of 
whatever  he  found,  seized  on  hidden  treasures,  and 
the  most  valuable  utensils,  and  tore  their  jewels 
from  the  bodies  of  the  dead.  More  than  once  he 
is  said  to  have  hastened  the  effects  of  the  pesti- 
lence, and  to  have  given  the  death  blow  to  the  vic- 
tims whose  cries  would  have  interrupted  him  in 
perpetrating  his  robberies.  If  chance  led  him  into 
a house  which  was  still  free  from  contagion,  he  an- 
nounced himself  as  a physician,  and  woe  to  those 
who  confided  in  his  skill.  Loaded  with  treasures, 
he  always  returned  to  Venice,  where,  admired  by 
every  body,  on  account  of  the  success  of  Iris  ertter- 
prize,  he  waited  for  the  signal  for  fresh  booty,  like 
the  carrion  vulture. 

“The  news  of  the  distress  of  Barcelona  became 
glad  tidings  for  this  wretch,  and  he  had  already 
carried  on  his  horrid  trade  among  us  for  a fortnight, 
when  he  was  detected  in  the  very  act  of  stabbing 
a patient  who  was  quite  delirious.  This  patient 
was  a young  French  merchant,  who  was  greatly 
beloved  at  Barcelona  on  account  of  his  integrity. 
He  had  just  lost  his  wife  and  two  sons,  and  was  him- 
self struggling  against  the  distemper,  which  had 
hitherto  spared  this  courageous  young  man,  who 
most  tenderly  devoted  himself  to  his  family.  He 
was  murdered  almost  in  the  arms  of  his  country- 
man, captain  R.,  who  was  near  his  friend  in  an  ad- 
joining room.  Hearing  the  door  opened,  he  ha.sten- 
ed  back  to  the  patient;  sees  the  villain  stab  his 
friend  to  the  heart;  rushes  on  him,  seizes  him,  and 
throws  him  on  the  ground  after  a hard  struggle,  in 
which  the  old  wretch  shewed  much  more  strength 
than  could  have  been  expected. — “Sir,”  cried  the 
wretch,  finding  himself  overpowered,  “surely  you 
will  not  kill  me.”— “Villain,  what  hast  thou  done.?’* 
— “But  he  was  so]  ill!” — “And  those  things  which 
you  had  already  stolen!” — “I  thought  every  body 
was  dead;  give  me  my  life:  I will  make  you  a rich 
man.” — “You  dare  to  offer  me  your  blood-stained 
gold.?” — “Sir,  be  without  fear;  I possess  several  re- 
medies against  the  plague;  I will  give  you  as  many 
sequins  as  you  can  carry.” — “And  were  you  to  of- 
fer me  two  arrobas?” — “You  shall  have  ten,”  said 
the  murderer,  and  received  the  captain’s  sword 
through  his  heart. 

“The  magistrate  seized  the  body  of  the  pre- 
tended Israelite,  and  had  it  hung  at  the  corner  of 
Regomin  street.  They  also  sent  officers  to  the 
house  in  which  he  had  lived,  and  ordered  all  they 
found  there  lobe  sold,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.” 

Spontaneous  combustion.  Within  a month  past 
there  jhave  been  three  instances  of  spontaneous 
combustion  in  large  masses  of  coal  in  our  navy  yards 
— at  Washington,  at  New-York,  and  at  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.  by  which  each  has  been  in  great  danger  of 
I being  de.slroyed,  Th^  cqal  was  obtained  from  one 
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of  the  mines  near  Richmond;  was  found  to  contain 
lin  unsual  quantity  of  sulphur;  lay  exposed  to  the 
air  and  rain;  and  became  ignited  near  the  centre 
of  the  heaps.  It  would  be  well  for  persons  having 
large  quantities  of  this  coal  on  hand,  to  examine  it 
frequently;  and  it  wouhi  be  a subject  wortliy  the 
attention  of  the  curious  and  I’hilosophic  to  explain 
the  cause  of  this  iguilion.  Intel. 

*‘l’uE  HOLY  iNauisiTioN.”  Whcu  general  I^csalle 
entered  Toledo,  he  immediately  visited  the  palace 
of  the  iiuiu  sition.  The  great  number  of  the  in- 
still 'Cnis  of  torture,  especially  the  instrument  to 
stretch  the  limbs,  tiie  drop  baths,  already  known, 
wbicli  cause  a lingering  deaiii.  excited  liorroreven 
in  the  minis  of  tiie  soldiers,  hardened  in  the  Held 
ot  baule.  0,.ly  one  of  these  instir.mcnts,  singular 
ill  its  kind,  for  refined  torture,  disgraceful  to  reason 
and  religion,  in  the  choice  of  its  object,  seems  to 
deserve  iiarticular  attention.  In  a subterraneous 
vault  adjoining  the  secret  audience  chamber,  stood, 
in  a recess  in  the  wall,  a wooden  statue,  made  by 
the  hands  of  tlie  mouks,  representing — who  would 
believe  it? — the  Virgin  .Mary.  A gilded  glory  beam- 
ed round  her  head,  anrl  she  held  a standard  in  her 
right  hand.  It  immediately  struck  the  spectator, 
not.'k itlistanding  the  ample  folds  of  the  silk  gar- 
ment which  fell  from  the  shoulders  on  both  sides, 
that  she  wore  a breast  plate.  Upon  a closer  exami- 
nation, it  appeared  that  tlie  whole  front  of  the 
body  was  covered  with  extremely  sharp  nails,  and 
small  blades  of  knives,  with  the  points  projecting 
outwards.  The  arms  and  hands  had  joints,  and 
their  motion  was  directed  by  machinery  placed  be- 
hind the  partition.  One  of  the  servants  of  the  in- 
quisition, who  was  present,  was  ordered  by  the  ge- 
neral to  make  the  machine  manoeuvre,  as  he  ex- 
pressed himself.  As  the  state-.’  extended  its  arms 
gradually,  and  then  drew  Uiem  back,  as  if  she  would 
affectionately  pre?s  sbme  body  to  her  heart,  the 
well  filled  knapsack  of  a I’olisJi  grenadier  supplied, 
for  this  time,  tlie  poor  victim.  The  statue  pressed 
it  closer  and  closer,  and  when,  at  the  command  of 
the  general,  the  director  of  the  machinery  made  it 
open  its  arms  and  return  to  its  first  position,  the 
knapsack  was  pierced  two  or  three  inches  deep, 
and  remained  hanging  upon  nails  and  knife  blades. 
It  is  remarkable  that  the  barbarians  had  the  wick- 
edness to  call  this  instrument  of  torture  JMadre 
T)eloro3o—wo^  the  deeply  afflicted,  pain  enduring, 
but  a play  on  the  words,  the  pain-giving,  Mother 
cf  God. 

Electioneering!— ?«w  ancllaruyers.  The  follow- 
ing strange  speech  is  reported  as  having  been  de- 
livered at  a late  Boston  caucus,  held  to  promote  the 
election  of  Mr.  Webster  to  congress,  by  a gentle- 
man named  Bartlett. 

“1  come  here  with  my  locks  white,  my  head  bald, 
and  my  jaws  toothless,  and  what  do  I come  here 
for?  I come  here  to  tell  what  I know  of  Daniel 
Webster.  I shall  not  go  to  Greece  or  Rome,  to 
tell  what  I know  of  him,  I have  practiced  at  the 
same  bar  with  him  for  sixteen  years,  and  I know 
him  well,  and  this  I can  say  of  him — he  has  a head 
and  he  has  a heart;  two  things  which  are  seldom 
found  united  in  the  same  person.  *■  * * * \ have 
heard  a great  deal  said  about  the  Middling  Inte- 
rest. I know  nothing  about  it.  But  there  is  a La- 
tin Niaxim,  In  medio  tutissimxis  ibis,  the  safest  place 
is  in  the  middle.  [7/ere  the  clamour  -was  so  great 
that  J\lr.  H’s  application  of  the  maxim  was  lost.] — 
^ * A circumstance  occurred  in  this  city,  a 

fe^'  days  ago,  which  will  illustrate  the  character  of 


the  man.  A thief  was  brouglit  before  the  court, 
cliarged  with  stealing  two  hundred  do!lur.s  fi  nni  one 
of  his  shipmates.  Mr.  Webster  inainged  bis  de- 
fence, aiui  got  liim  clear.  Ne.\t  d.ay  he  sent  a co.u- 
stable  after  the  man  who  h;ul  f st  the  money,  and 
handed  him  fifty  dollars,  siviug,  “ Tliat  was  all  lie 
got  of  the  money,  and  that  he  wa.s  sorry  fie  could 
not  give  him  the  rest.”  Now%  whore  will  vou  tind 
another  lawyer  that  would  have  do;ie  tliis?  No- 
where— you  c.i.mot  find  one.  i iiave  been  a lawyer 
myself  lliirty-two  years,  and  1 know  tliey  will  sieze 
you  by  the  collar  with  one  ban.!,  and  thrust  the 
other  in^o  your  pocket,  and  while  they  strip  \o  ir 
back  of  the  one,  tliey  will  empty  Uie  other  of  its 
contents.” 

GuevtDws,  From  the  J'Jilladclphin  I):d!y  .Id- 
vertiscr.  That  over  the  ri  - r Scliu>Iki!l,  near  Piii- 
ladelphia,  has  an  over  fall  of  I2dl  feel  long,  and  is 
1600  feet  in  length,  iVom  shore  to  .‘^hore,  a part  of 
the  channel  which  it  crosses  i»  36  feet  in  depth  at 
high  water,  and  the  greutest  volume  of  water  that 
has  at  any  time  pa.ssed  tlie  over-fall,  has  been  in 
depth  on  the  top  of  it  nine  feet,  and  in  velocity 
computed  to  be  at  the  rate  of  1'^  miles  an  hour. 

This  (him  is  150  feet  broad  at  its  base,  and  12 
feet  wide  on  the  top,  formcvl  of  solid  stone  and 
gravel — tlie  whole  height  of  it  56  feel,  of  which  44* 
feet  under  water,  and  12  feet  above  the  lop  ol‘  tlie 
over-faH:  it  is  coated  with  a stone  wall  three 
feet  thick,  from  the  water’s  edge  on  its  upper  side, 
jiroceeding  on  an  angle  of  45  ilegreesto  tlie  top  of 
it,  then  continued  horizontally  12  Let,  until  it 
meets  a perpemlicul.vr  solid  stone  wall  on  the  low- 
er side,  firmly  laid  in  mortar,  and  six  feet  in  thick- 
nes.s,  thus  compactly  securing  the  whole  work*. 

'I'he  purposes  for  wliich  this  great  dain  was  cou- 
strucied,  are  for  the  Sciiuyikili  canal  n.iv:gition, 
and  for  forming  one  of  the  greatest  water  j)o  .vors 
known  in  the  world,  both  of  wlilcli  objects  it  lias 
elicctually  accomplisiied. 

That  styled  the  “great  dam,”  over  the  Hudson 
near  Fort  Edward,  is  1)00  leet  la  length,  and  30 
feet  high,  constructed  of  limber,  after  the  manner 
called  cobwoik.” 

rORF.IGN  NEWS. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  A man,  near  Bristol, 
lately  sold  his  wife  for  three  pence,  witii  an  engage- 
ment to  take  her  bacc  again  unless  her  new  mas- 
ter was  pleased  with  her.  The  man  and  wife  were 
young,  and  had  been  married  only  a month. 

The  marchioness  dow'ag-er  of  Hertford  is  suppos- 
ed to  be  the  richest  widow  in  the  kingdom.  Her 
ladyship  has  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  mo- 
ney, and  one  hundred  thousand  in  land. 

A report  that  a young  lady  is  detained,  by  force, 
in  a nunnery,  in  the  west  of  England,  has  made  a 
considerable  stir  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  estab- 
lishment. 

The  late  census  shews  that  there  are  almost  half 
a million  more  cf  females  than  cf  males  inXireat 
Britain. 

The  famine  having  subsided  in  Ireland,  the  pa- 
pers contain  accounts  of  murders  committed.  Op- 
pression hath  made  the  people  mad. 

A person  has  lately  been  committed  to  prison,  in 
London,  for  a deliberate  attempt  to  hang  his  own 
son,  a lad  between  ten  and  eleven  years  old.  lie 
had  tied  the  cblld^s  hands  behind  his  back,  and 
actually  suspended  him,  when  a man  rushed  into 
the  house  and  cut  the  rope! 

The  executor  of  the  rev.  Feter  Beauvoir,  late  of 
Downtiam-hall,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  paid  the  sum 
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of  .^38,000  to  the  stamp  oflSce,  being  the  duty  on 
i.720,000,  payable  to  the  residuary  legatee, .Richard 
Benyon,  (now  Richard  Benyon  de  Beauvoir).  This 
fortunate  legatee  was  no  relation  to  the  testator. 
Above  Z.50,U00  were  otherwise  left  in  legacies. 
The  immense  property  was  bequeathed  by  the  tes- 
tator, independent  of  bis  freehold  estates,  which 
ore  of  considerable  value.  In  addition  to  this  pro- 
digious wealth,  the  testator  possessed  and  retained, 
till  the  day  of  his  death,  a living  of  /.300  a year! 

It  is  stated,  in  a letter  appearing  in  the  London 
Statesman,  signed  William  Cobbelt,  and  addressed 
to  the  honorable  Mr.  Canning,  that  the  wages  of  a 
laborer  in  England  amounts  to  three  shillings  and  six 
pence  a loeek,  while  a private  foot  soldier  receives 
seven  shillings  and  seven  pence  a loeek^  besides  cloth- 
ing, lodging,  fire  and  candle. 

On  the  subject  of  t’«ie  piracies  in  thtC  West-Indies, 
the  London  Traveller  asks,  “What  is  the  reason 
that  our  naval  force,  which  costs  ten  times  as  much 
as  the  navy  of  America,  is  so  managed  that  our 
commercial  ships  have  to  thank  the  Americans  for 
their  only  protection?” 

France*  The  company  of  English  players,  it  ap- 
pears, are  still  at  Paris,  performing  for  the  amuse- 
ment of  their  numerous  countrymen  in  that  city. 
They  had  advertised  the  comedy  oHJohn  Bull,  which 
represents  a plain  honest  mechanic  firmly  seeking 
and  obtaining  justice  of  a dignified  \i.nz.ve.  The 
prefect  of  the  police  “invited”  the  company  not  to 
perform  it,  and  to  substitute  a less  “indecent”  piece 
—of  course,  it  was  not  performed.  A Paris  corres- 
pondent of  a London  paper  ascribes  the  proceed- 
ing to  “alarm  respecting  the  popular  mind,  and 
sensitiveness  to  any  thing  like  ridicule  of  the  aris- 
tocracy” “It  was  thought  too  scandalous  that  pro- 
fligacy and  knavery  should  be  made  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  rich  and  great;  virtue,  honesty  and 
independence  those  of  the  poor — on  the  stage.” 

The  Charleston  City  Gazette  gives  us  the  follow- 
ing anecdote — “A  little  boy  observing  the  duke 
u’  Angoukme  descending  from  his  carriage  and  en- 
tering  a iiouse,  asked  his  elder  brother,  a young 
man  of  twenty,  “w/iere  the  duke  loas  going?”  To 
which  the  other  replied,  “7  suppose  to  take  a drink!” 
An  old  crone  who  overheard  him,  in  her  zeal  for 
loyalt5%  immediately  communicated  this  seditious  ex- 
pression to  the  police.  The  young  man,  after  a 
confinement  oi'  four  months,  was  heard  in  his  de- 
fence; and,  as  it  appeared  that  the  expression, 
though  having  a seditions  tendency,  was  uttered  with 
the  most  innocent  intention— the  criminal  was  only 
sentei'ced  to  banishment  on  the  frontiers  of  this 
delivered,  this  mild,  this  happy  kingdom!! 

Paris  Sept.  9.  “Day  before  yesterday  in  the 
morning  a commissary  of  police,  accompanied  by 
agents  and  gens  d’armes,  went  to  No.  20  rue  des 
Jeuneurs,  to  the  dwelling  of  the  venerable  of  a ma- 
sonic lodge,  and  seized  fifteen  band- boxes  filled 
vith  papers.  A journal  announces  that  these  pa- 
pers belong  to  a lodge  of  free  reasons.  The  Qtio- 
p'dien  hopes  that  there,  will  be  found  therein  traces 
of  the  famous  committee  of  directors  which  they 
liad  searched  for  throughout  and  of  which  they 
found  no  part.”  / 

If  the  preceding  article  is  worth  any  thing,  it 
only  goes  to  shew  the  fears  of  the  French  govern. 
j-Tient— and  the  spirit  of  the  “holy  alliance.” 

Spain.  The  following  anecdote  is  given  by  an 
eye  witness  of  the  events  of  the  7th  July  at  Ma- 
drid. It  reminds  one  of  the  arrest  of  Andre.  In 
the  dispersion  of  one  of  the  battalions  of  the  insur- 
gent guards,  Mon,  their  commandant,  was  met  and 
prisoner  by  a peasant.  He  oflered  six  aunces 


of  gold  and  his  gold  repeater  to  let  him  escape;  but 
the  peasant,  although  he  had  scarcely  a shoe  to  his 
foot,  rejected  the  offer  with  scorn.  Mon  begged  of 
him  to  spare  his  life.  «l  will  not  kill  vou,”  replied 
the  peasant,  “but  with  the  sword  of  tVie  law.”  He 
conducted  him  to  the  artillery  quarters. 

East  Indies.  I’he  Free  JVative  Press  at  Calcutta, 
it  is  said  has  nearly  destroyed  Juggernaut.  At  the 
last  festival,  no  one  would  be  pei’suaded  to  sacrifice 
himself,  and  the  priests  were  exceedingly  morti- 
fied, and  talked  of  removing  to  the  interior.  Priest- 
craft is  the  same  thing  every  where.  The  “A/a« 
dre  Delorosa”  of  the  Spaniards  in  the  holy  inquisi- 
tion at  Toledo,  (see  a preceding  article),  was  less 
excusable  than  the  sacrifice  of  victims  to  Jugger- 
naut. Nothing  of  the  sort  can  exist  where  the 
press  is  free  to  discuss  its  merits. 

The  rain  at  Calcutta  fell  to  the  depth  of  twelve 
inches  in  three  days! — A great  amount  of  property 
has  been  lost  or  damaged  by  the  inundation.  Many 
lives  have  been  lost,  and  it  was  feared  that  on  the 
small  “Churs,”  dependents  on  Dukhunshabizpore, 
the  greatest  part  of  the  population  had  perished. 
Some  took  refuge  in  the  trees,  where  they  remain- 
ed two  days,  feeding  on  the  leaves.  It  is  even  es- 
timated that  the  lives  lost  amount  to  100,000. 

Certain  missionaries—two  of  the  monks  from  the 
monasteries  of  St.  Bernard  and  St.  Gothard,  are  in 
the  East  Indies,  collecting  donations,  and  have  been 
well  received.  If  they  are  not  what  they  pretend 
to  be,  their  impositions  on  the  charitable  are  to  be 
greatly  lamented,  as  well  as  their  meeting  with  suc- 
cess instead  of  punishment. 

It  is  possible,  that  these  are  the  villains  who 
filched  the  people  of  the  United  States  some  years 
ago — perhaps,  the  sturdy  beggars  who  once  asked 
alms  of  me,  to  whom  I said  “goto  work;”  at  whieJh 
they  seemed  much  shocked! 

A person  in  Calcutta  it  is  said  has  been  cured  of 
the  hydrophobia,  by  having  four  grains  of  the  ex- 
tract of  Belladonna  administered,  and  three  pounds 
of  blood  taken  from  him. 

China.  A Junk,  of  800  or  900  tons,  from  Amoy, 
China,  for  Batavia,  with  1600  passengers,  from  the 
ages  of  70  to  6,  and  a valuable  cargo,  and  numerous 
crew,  was  wrecked,  on  the  6th  of  Feb.  on  Caspar 
Island,  and  ail  but  190  perished.  Those  saved  were 
taken  up  by  the  British  ship  Indiana,  capt.  Pearl, 
fro-m  the  rocks,  island,  pieces  of  the  wreck,  &c.  and 
treated  with  great  humanity. 

B>  azil.  It  is  stated  that  45,507  slaves  were  ship- 
ped from  Africa,  for  Rio  Janeiro,  alone,  in  the  year 
1821;  of  whom  38,102  arrived — seven  thousand 
four  hundred  and  five  having  been  murdered,  (or 
died),  on  the  passage.  This  trade  will,  probably, 
be  soon  abolished. 

Light  proceeds  in  the  midst  of  revolutionary  con- 
fusion. The  trial  by  jury  is  established  in  Brazil, 
and,  though  royalty  may  prevail,  there  must  be  a 
giving  into  the  spirit  of  the  times  and  the  progress 
of  reason.  A printer  was  lately  tried  for  a libel  at 
Rio  Janeiro — the  government  named  twenty  per- 
sons as  a jury — he  elected  eight  of  those  to  acton 
his  case,  and  was  acquitted.  It  was  a new  thing, 
and  the  people  marvelled  thereat! 

West  Indies.  The  negroes  rose  near  St.  Pierres, 
Martinico^on  the  13lh  ult.  and  killed  several  white 
people.  The  troops  and  the  militia  had  subdued 
them.  The  plot  appears  to  have  been  extensive, 
and  to  have  had  for  its  object  a general  massacre. 

Eatest  Intelligence. 

London  papers  of  the  9th  October,  have  been 
received  by  an  arrival  at  New  York — the  folbwing 
centains  a brief  notice  of  the  chief  things  presented; 
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Ireland  is  greatly  disturded  by  burnings,  burgla- 
ries and  murders.  The  levying  distress  for  rent, 
is  openly  resisted.  The  south  is  chiefly  alTected. 

Spain  is  still  unsettled,  but  no  important  event 
is  noticed.  An  invasion  from  France  is  expected, 
and  preparations  were  making  for  it. 

At  Naples,  the  royal  spirit  is  still  kept  up  by 
executing  and  otherwise  punishing  those  who  took 
a part  in  the  late  revolutionary  proceedings,  under 
the  dictation  of  Austria.  Some,  however,  who 
were  condemned  to  death,  had  their  sentence 
mercifully  commuted  for  thirty  years  imprisonment 
nt  hard  labor. 

There  is  but  little  news  from  Gcrece.  The  Per- 
sians a’’e  again  said  to  have  gained  a great  victory 
over  the  Turks  in  Asia. 

The  city  oWHeppo  has  been  much  damaged  by  a 
success  oK  of  earthquakes,  commencing  on  the  13th 
August,  which  was  the  severest.  In  an  instant,  thou- 
siands  of  persons  were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  their 
spacious  Slone  houses! — two  thirds  ot  this  great  city, 
which  contained  about  40,000  houses  and  200,000 
inhabitants,  is  in  ruins! — the  amouTit  of  lives  lost  is 
uncertain,  but  estimated  at  between  20  and  30,000 

At  the  time  of  the  most  severe  shock,  two  rocks 
rose  out  of  the  sea  near  Cyprus. 


National  Affairs. 

[communicated.] 

ExPOKT  or  SPECIE— RATE  OP  EXCHANGE,  IMPORTS  ANP 
EXPOnTS. 

Statement  of  the  import  and  export  of  specie  into  and 
from  the  United  States,  for  the  three  last  quarter s^  as 
furnished  through  the  kindness  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury.  [JV.  B.  The  returns  oj  the  imports  for 
the  second  quarter  of  1822,  are  deficient  from  Salem^ 
Boston,  and  J^eiv.Tork — and  of  the  exports  for  the 
same  quarter,  from  Boston,  Charleston,  and  J^ew- 
Orleans.  Boston  and  J^''ew~Tork,  in  both  cases,  I 
am  enabled  to  supply  by  the  politeness  of  the  collec- 
tors respectively. Y 


IMPORTS. 


Bullion. 

Specie. 

'1  otai. 

1821.  4th  quarter 

1822.  1st  quarter 
2d  quarter 

Dolls. 

117,125 

41,347 

63,522 

Dolls. 

708,290 

497,597 

353,656 

Dolls. 

N.  York,  2d  quarter 
Boston,  2d  quarter 

221,994 

1,559,543 

1,781,537 

97,762 

34,116 

)( 

Total  imports, 

1,913,415 

EXPORTS. 

Bullion. 

Specie. 

Total. 

1821.  4th  quarter 

1822.  1st  quarter 
2d  quarter 

Dolls. 

159 

28,089 

Dells. 

3,054,006 

2,460,873 

2,825,437 

N.  York,  2d  quarter 
Boston,  2d  quarter 

28,248 

8,340,516 

8,368,564 

841,211 

885,693 

Total  exported, 
imported, 

Balance  of  specie  exported  from  the 
United  States  for  nine  months, 

10,095,478 

1,913,415 

8,182,053 

* Copied  tram  Mr.  Carty’s  late  pamphlet. 


As  I think  it  best  to  reason  entirely  from  facts,  I 
will  make  no  conjecture  as  to  the  result  of  the  six 
months  ending  30th  September  last;  for  conjecture 
may  be  answered  by  conjecture,  as  we  well  know 
that  where  suppositions  are  admitted  as  the  basis  of 
an  argument  any  thing  may  be  proved.  Standing, 
then,  on  these  facts,  thus  carefully  ascertained,  it 
may  be  permitted  to  inquire  in  what  is  this  state  of 
things  to  end?  To  me,  it  indicates  the  most  gloomy 
prospects  for  the  country —it  eftectually  contradicts 
the  assertion  so  often  and  pertinaciously  made,  that 
the  commerce  of  the  country  is  reviving  and  its 
I prosperity  returning.  I hope  that  the  draining  the 
country  of  its  specie,  the  diminution  of  its  circulat- 
ing medium,  the  almost  total  failure  of  its  importa- 
tion, will  not  be  dignified  by  the  name  of  commerce, 
or  tliat  these  will  be  deemed  the  indications  of  its 
restoration.  Certainly,  none  will  be  hardy  enough 
to  assert  that  the  present  rate  of  exchange,  (say 
13  per  cent.),  is  beneficial  to  the  nation,  or  that  it 
can  indicate  any  other  than  the  most  disastrous  con- 
sequences.  It  seems  to  me,  that  this  diminution  of 
our  currency,  combined  with  the  ruinous  rate  of 
exchange  against  us,  presents  an  occasion  for  a se- 
rious  appeal  to  good  sense,  the  national  feeling,  as 
well  as  the  patriotism  of  the  mercantile  class  of 
the  community.  Their  influence  in  society  and 
over  the  government  is  very  great,  they  have  much 
in  their  power — if  they  choose  to  exert  themselves, 
it  rests  with  them  to  change  or  to  continue  our 
present  policy,  I cannot  believe  that  any  merchant 
seriously  thinks  that  commerce  or  the  country  is 
now  prosperous,  or  that  both  will  not  soon  become 
less  so,  if  their  operations  are  carried  on  in  future 
as  they  have  been  for  the  past.  To  my  mind,  and 
according  to  my  simple  mode  of  reasoning,  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  understanding  the  course  of  trade 
— the  sources  of  national  profit  as  well  as  the  true 
and  substantial  interests  of  the  people.  It  has  long 
been  my  anxious  wish  to  draw  from  intelligent  and 
candid  merchants,  their  ideas  on  the  important  con- 
cerns of  the  country,  to  point  out  the  connection  of 
commerce  with  the  other  great  interests  of  the  na- 
tion,  to  explain  to  us  the  nature  of  the  balance  of 
trade,  the  causes  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  exchange  on 
Europe,  to  point  out  ihe  true  course  of  policy  which 
a wise  and  paternal  government  ought  to  pursue  to 
best  promote  and  secure  the  general  prosperity. 
Hitherto,  merchants  have  contented  tliemselves 
w'ith  opposing  the  plans  and  measures  of  others— 
they  have  objected  thus  far  to  any  interference 
by  the  government  in  any  matter  to  which  their 
own  petitions  have  not  called  attention.  Let  it  be 
remembered,  that  to  their  requests  no  counter  petitions 
have  ever  been  offered  by  any  other  class,  while  their 
opposition  to  the  petitions  of  the  manufacturers  and 
farmers  fins  been  uniform,  systematic  and  inveterate. 
It  is  time  that  the  nation  should  understand  why 
this  is  so;  and,  as  I know  of  no  paper  so  proper 
through  which  to  ask  for  information  as  yours,  must 
take  the  liberty  of  requesting  of  some  person  who 
has  the  means  and  the  will  to  do  it,  the  favor  of  a 
solution  of  what  appears  to  me  a system  of  conduct 
little  reconcileable  with  generous  or  liberal  sentU 
ments,  national  interest,  or  national  honor. 

In  pursuing  the  subject  with  which  this  article 
begins,  the  exportation  of  specie  and  the  rate  of 
exchange— I must  observe,  that  their  effect  upon 
the  operations  of  commerce  and  the  welfare  of  the 
nation,  cannot  be  unimportant.  It  must  be  good  or 
bad — it  must  be  an  indication  of  prosperity  or  em- 
barrassment; and  some  opinion  will  be  expected 
from  those  so  competent  to  decide,  wliether  the 
entry  must  be  made  on  the  debtor  or  creditor  side. 
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of  the  ledger — for  these  are  fair  as  well  as  plain 
questions: 

When  a country  exports  more  specie,  than  it  im 
ports,  is  this  no  evidence  of  a favorable  or  unfavor- 
able commerce? 

Is  a rate  of  exchange,  thirteen  per  cent,  above 
par,  advantageous  or  otherwise  to  the  operations  oi 
commerce? 

Uo  these  causes  combined,  or  cither  of  them  se- 
parately,  promote  or  retard  the  prosperity  of  the 
country’ 

if  the  answers  to  these  questions  should  be  fa- 
vorable to  the  operation  of  these  two  causes,  then 
let  us  make  the  most  of  them,  increase  the  exporta- 
tion of  specie  and  raise  the  rate  of  exchange  by 
every  possible  encouragement,  which  the  gover.n- 
meat  or  people  can  give — let  tlie  country  be  drain- 
ed of  its  last  dollar  of  current  coin,  let  the  people 
pay  for  every  100  dollars  worth  of  imported  goods 
iifiy  dollars  in  exchange  beyond  the  first  cost.  Let 
me  repeat  the  injunction,  if  this  will  promote  the 
general  welfare,  carry  it  to  the  utmost  possible 
extent — for  it  cannot  be  beneficial  on  a small  and 
injurious  on  a iarge  scale.  But  if  it  portends  ruin, 
then  let  it  be  stopped.  I here  ofier  a fair  alterna- 
tive to  the  merchants,  that  they  may  come  out  pub- 
liciy  and  express  their  opinion  with  candor;  they 
owe  it  to  themselves,  and  cannot,  in  justice  to  their 
own  character,  decline  doing  it.  Public  opinion 
must  not  be  forever  divided  on  these  all-important 
questions — to  settle  them  at  once,  I do  not  throw 
down  the  gauntlet  of  defiance,  but  only  seek  to 
tlicit  truth  from  those  best  qualified  to  disclose  it. 
It  is  an  invitation,  not  a challenge—a  request  and 
not  a threat.  There  is  not  any  mystery  in  the  sub- 
ject matter;  it  will  expose  no  secrets  of  trade,  ein- 
barrass  no  commercial  operation,  interfere  with  no 
adventure  or  speculation.  Every  importing  mer 
chant  is  well  informed  about  these  matters,  and 
Baltimore  abounds  with  mercantile  intelligence, 
and  it  must  not  be  thought  unfair  or  indecorous  to 
ask,  nay,  to  insist,  on  an  answer  to  these  questions — 
aye  or  no,  witli  reasons  for  their  opinion — short  and 
pithy  as  may  be  pleasing  to  whoever  will  take  the 
trouble;  but  so  much  at  large,  at  least,  as  to  enlight- 
en public  opinion  and  enable  the  people  to  judge 
and  decide  correctly. 

I now  leave  the  subject  of  the  exportation  of  our 
coin  and  the  rate  of  exchange,  in  the  confident  ex- 
pectation  of  being  speedily  furnished  with  a satis- 
factory answer,  or  at  least  some  information  re- 
specting these  subjects. 

There  is  another  subject  which  deserves  the  very 
serious  consideration  of  the  American  people — it  is 
the  credit  on  the  duties.  I have  long  been  of  opi- 
nion  that  they  are  not  required  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  American  importer,  that  their  tendency 
is  to  throw  the  commerce  of  the  country  into  the 
liands  of  foreigners,  to  encourage  the  importation 
of  goods  beyond  the  wants  of  the  people  or  their 
ability  to  pay;  for  that,  owing  principally  to  the 
facilities  afforded  by  these  credits,  our  government 
lends  to  foreigners  a capital  to  trade  upon,  which  is 
drawn  from  the  people  without  any  aid  to  our  re- 
venue— and  that  they  are  one  great  cause  of  the 
deep  embarrassment  which  now  threatens  prostra 
tion  to  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  On 
this  subject  I must  also  endeavor  to  elicit  informa- 
tion from  our  merchants — they  must  not  be  back- 
ward in  giving  it;  for,  if  I am  not  greatly  mistakenj 
there  is  no  class  of  men  so  deeply  interested  as 
themselves:  and  if  they  will  but  take  a view  of  their 
operations,  they  must  find  this  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  drawbacks  ou  commerce.  That,  to  the  , 


country  at  large,  these  unreasonable  credits  are 
extremely  injurious,  has  been  long  and  deeply  felt. 
It  tliere  is  not  in  congress  a perfect  aputliy— nay, 
if  there  is  not  a determination  to  see  how  far  the 
interest  of  the  nation  may  be  depressed  by  their 
supineness  and  subserviency  to  foreign  policy,  they 
will  look  to  the  evils  which  afflict  the  nation,  and 
administer  the  remedy,  nauseous  as]  it  may  be,  to 
those  who  are  preying  on  its  vitals.  ’ 


The  Atmosphere. 

From  an  article  in  the  Encyclopiedia  liriiaiuiica,] 

BV  MH.  LKSLIK. 

The  vault  of  heaven  seems  to  darken  by  insensi- 
ble transitions,  from  the  western  to  the  eastern 
horizon.  It  is  most  probable,  therefore,  t)iat  the 
diminution  of  light,  after  the  close  of  evening,  is 
owing  to  the  prodigious  rarefaction  of  muclt  liigh- 
er  portionsof  the  atmosphere,  wliich.stdl  catch  some 
faint  rays  of  the  sun,  without  being  able,  from  ex- 
cessive  attenuation,  to  reflect  them  efficiently  to 
the, earth.  B -t  since,  unless  tiie  sky  be  overcast, 
there  is  total  darkness  in  no  climate,  even  at  mid- 
night,  we  may,  therefore,  infer  that  the  body  oi 
air  extends  to  such  an  altitude  as  to  receive  the 
most  dilate  glimmer,  after  the  sun  has  obtained  his 
utmost  obliquity,  and  sunk  ninety  degrees  below 
the  horizon,  It  would  thence  follow  that  the  ele- 
vation of  the  atmosphere  must  be  equal  at  least  to 
1658  miles,  or  the  excess  of  the  hypotenuse  of  an 
isosceles  right  angle  triangle  having  3956  miles,  or 
the  radius  of  the  earth  for  its  base. 

I bis  very  great  extension  of  a rare  expan.sive  aU 
mosphere  appears  conformable  to  the  general 
phenomena.  But  the  thin  investure  of  our  globe, 
at  least  near  the  equator,  may  stretch  out  much 
farther,  ami  yet  its  elevation  can  never  exceed  a 
certain  absolute  limit.  The  highest  portions  of 
the  atmosphere,  which  is  carried  round  in  23  ho  urs 
and  56  minutes,  by  the  rot.ation  of  the  earth  about 
its  axis,  would  be  projected  into  space,  if  their  cen- 
trifugal force  at  that  distance  were  not  less  than 
their  gravitation  towards  the  centre.  But  the  cen- 
trifugal force  is  directly  as  the  distance  while  the 
power  of  gravity  is  at  its  square.  Consequently, 
when  the  centrifugal  force,  at  the  distance  of  6.6 
radii  of  the  earth,  is  augmented  as  many  times,  the 
corresponding  gravitation  is  diminished  by  its 
square  or  43.7  times,  theii*  relative  proportion  be- 
ing thus  changed,  to  289.  Now,  the  centrifugal 
force  being  only  the  289lh  part  of  gravity  at  the 
surface  of  the  equator,  it  will,  therefore,  just  balance 
this  power  at  the  distance  of  6.6  radii  from  the  cen- 
tre, or  at  the  elevation  of  22,200  miles. 

Such  is  the  extreme  boundary  of  atmospheric 
expansion.  Though  it  surpasses  all  our  ordinary 
conceptions  of  the  space  occupied  by  that  dilatea- 
ble  fluid,  it  yet  scarcely  exceeds  the  twentieth  part 
of  the  distance  of  the  moon,  which  was  held  by 
the  ancients  to  communicate  with  our  atmosphere. 
If  it  really  spreads  out  to  the  limit  now  assigned, 
it  must,  in  its  remote  verge,  attain  a degree  of 
tenuity  which  would  utterly  baffle  imagination  to 
conceive.  Perhaps  the  fluid  itself  may  change  in 
those  lofty  regions,  and  pass  into  a sort  of  sctherial 
essence,  more  analogous  to  diffuse  light  than  to  a 
mass  of  air. 

Perhaps  air,  in  its  most. concentrated  state,  occu- 
pies the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  and  forms  a vast  bed, 
over  which  the  incumbent  waters  roll.  Air  has 
actually  been  condensed  above  a hundred  times, 
and  during  this  process  it  betrayed  no  deviation 
from  the  fundamental  law,  that  its  elasticity  is  Hi- 
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rectly  proportional  to  its  density.  'I'here  seems 
no  reason,  therefore,  to  doubt  that,  if  an  adequate 
compressive  force  could  be  exerted,  air  might  be 
reduced  to  the  thousandth  part  of  its  ordinary  vo- 
lume. But  this  elastic  fiuid  would  then  be  den.ser 
than  water,  and,  consequently,  instead  of  rising 
would  fall  through  the  liquid.  Suppose,  for  in- 
stance, a bladder  Idled  with  air,  and  having  a small 
bullet  attached  to  it,  were  thrown  into  the  sea:  in 
continuing  to  sink,  it  would  reach  a depth  where 
the  enormous  weight  of  the  column  of  water 
would  compress  it  to  the  same  density  with  the 
surrounding  mass;  and  if  the  bullet  were  now  dis- 
engaged,  the  bladder  would  remain  suspended  in 
that  stratum,  or  if  carried  a little  lower,  it  would 
precipitate  itself  to  the  bottom. 

To  form  some  estimate  of  this  singular  event,  a 
simple  calculation  will  be  required.  Air,  of  the 
ordinary  temperature,  is  840  times  lighter  than  dis- 
tilled water,  and  is,  therefore,  865  times  lighter 
than  sea  water,  assuming  the  density  of  this  to  be 
4.03.  But  the  mean  pressure  of  the  atmosphere 
being  equal  to  that  of  a column  of  34  feet  of  distil- 
led water,  is,  hence,  equal  to  the  weight  of  a co- 
lumn of  32|  feet  of  sea  water.  Wherefore,  32J 
V*.  864,  or  28,296  feet,  is  the  depth  of  the  ocean 
W'here  the  necessary  compression  would  obtain. 

This  computation  is  to  be  considered  as  only  a 
near  approximation,  yet  sufficiently  accurate  for  the 
-object  in  view.  It  is  enough  to  mark  the  conclusion, 
that  any  portion  of  air,  carried  five  miles  and  a half 
below  the  surface  of  the  sea,  will  never  ascend 
again.  Now,  this  limit  is  only  half  the  depth  which 
the  theory  of  tides  assigns  to  the  waters  of  the 
ocean.  There  is  more  difficulty  in  conceiving  by 
what  process  air  can  be  conveyed  to  its  abyss.  In- 
crease of  pressure,  however,  enables  water  to  hold 
a larger  share  of  air;  and  the  effect  is,  hence,  the 
same  as  an  augmented  attraction.  The  minute  glou- 
bles  of  air  may  therefore  be  gradually  drawn  down- 
wards, from  stratum  to  stratum,  till  they  are,  at  last, 
detached  from  the  body  of  water  by  their  own  su- 
perior density.  The  precipitation  and  accumula- 
tion of  concentrated  air  undev  the  ocean,  would 
thus  b';  the  result  of  some  unceasing  operation. 
Such  a process  may,  perhaps,  constitute  a part  of 
the  great  economy  of  nature.  It  seems  probable 
that  the  existence  of  a subaqueous  bed  of  air  is  ne- 
cessary to  feed  the  numerous  fires  which  continu- 
ally rage  in  tlie  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  occasion- 
ally burst  forth  on  the  surface  in  volcanic  spiracles. 


Naval  Court  of  Inquiry. 

Navy  department^  July  31st,  1822. 

Gextle.’'ien:  You  are  hereby  appointed  a court 
of  inquiry,  and  required  assemble  on  the  12th 
day  of  August  next,  at  the  United  States’  navy 
yard  in  Charlestown,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
to  examine,  minutely,  into  the  official  conduct  of 
captain  Isaac  Hull,  since  his  appointment  as  com- 
mandant of  that  yard:  and  you  will  report  to  me  all 
the  facts  and  circumstances  which  shall  be  disclos- 
ed by  the  inquiry,  together  with  your  opinion  in 
relation  to  the  same.  You  will  please  to  appoint  a 
gentleman  possessing  the  requisite  qualifications  to 
officiate  as  judge  advocate.  I am,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

'To  John  Rodo'ers,  Isaac  Chauncey,  and 

Charles  Morris,  captains  of  the  U.  States  navy. 

Navy  department,  Nov.  15, 1822. 

I certify  that  the  above  is  a true  copy  from  the 
original.  ' BENJAMIN  HOMANS. 


IIEPOHT. 

This  court,  in  obedience  to  the  warrant  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  having  examined  into  the 
official  conduct  of  captain  Isaac  Hull,  since  his  ap- 
pointment as  conimar.dant  of  the  navy  yard  at 
Charlestown,  and  having  considered  the  testimony- 
and  the  defence  or  statement  of  capt.  Hull,  report 
the  following  as  all  the  material  facts  and  circum- 
stances disclosed  by  the  inquiry: 

It  appears  that  capt.  Hull  was  ordered  to  the  na- 
vy  yard  at  Charlestown  the  1st  day  of  July,  1815, 
took  command  there  in  tlie  same  month,  and  has 
continued  in  the  command  to  the  present  time. 

As  no  charges  or  specifications  were  e.xhibited 
against  capt.  Hull,  the  court  was  left,  by  the  terms 
of  the  warrant,  to  discover,  from  a general  investi- 
gation of  his  official  conduct,  if,  in  any  respect,  he 
had  failed  in  the  faithful  performance  of  his  diuics. 
'I'o  this  eud,  a series  of  general  interrogatories  were 
prepared,  embracing  the  whole  course  of  duties  on 
this  station;  and  these  have  been  propounded  to 
alj  such  persons  as  were  supposed  to  have  oppor- 
tunity of  knowing  any  thing  of  his  conduct,  or  to 
possess  any  means  of  information  on  the  subject; 
and  all  the  witnesses  have  been  permitted  to  testi- 
fy freely  as  to  the  reasons  for  their  belief  where  it 
appeared  they  did  believe  that  captain  Hull  had 
failed  in  the  performance  ol'any  duty.  The  restric- 
tion of  witnesses  to  their  own  knowledge,  without 
permitting  them  to  disclose  wlxit  they  had  heard 
from  others,  would,  it  is  obvious,  have  precluded 
the  court  from  resort  to  many  unknown  sources  of 
information,  to  which  the  court  miglit  and  ought  to 
resort,  for  evidence  of  tliose  facts  and  circum- 
stances which  hud  given  occasion  for  the  ordering 
of  this  court,  and  which  it  was  expected  this  court 
should  report  upon  to  the  department. 

Had  charges  and  specifications  been  exhibited, 
these  would  have  incidentally  directed  the  court 
to  witnesses  connected  with  the  transactions  to  be 
investigated.  The  duty  of  this  court  would  liave 
been  less  arduous,  but  tlie  result  of  their  inquiry 
might  have  been  less  satisfactory. 

By  the  course  they  have  pursued,  which,  how- 
ever, they  presume  will  not  be  cited  as  a prece- 
dent in  any  other  than  a perfectly  similar  case,  no 
source  of  information  has  been  left  unexamined; 
and  they  confidently  believe  that  every  transaction 
which  has  given  rise  to  any  imputation  against  cap- 
tain Hull,  has  been  spread  upon  their  record  in 
such  a manner  that  the  government  may  be  satis- 
fied that  the  conduct  of  captainbHull,  during  his 
command,  has  been  fully  inquired  into,  and  that  no 
instance  of  misconduct  has  escaped  the  attention 
of  the  court. 

In  presenting  their  report  or  statement  of  all  the 
facts  and  circumstances  disclosed  by  the  inquiry, 
the  court  will  follow  the  analysis  of  captain  Hull’s 
official  duties,  which  suggested  the  standing  or 
general  interrogatories  propounded  to  the  sever;/il 
witnesses. 

In  respect  to  the  first  branch  of  their  inquiry — 
how  far  public  property  has  been  conv.?rted  to  the 
private  use  of  captain  Hull,  or  of  any  other  per- 
son with  his  knowledge? — they  find  that  some  pub- 
lic property  at  first  appeared  to  have  been  so  con- 
verted, but,  on  investigation,  it  appears  this  was, 
in  fact,  applied  to  public  use;  some  appears  to  have 
been  borrowed  for  his  use,  and  afterward  returned; 
some  appears  to  have  been  taken  for  his  use  by  his 
orders,  and  some  without  his  orders  or  knowledge; 
but  an  equal  quantity  of  the  same  kind,  or  an  equiva- 
lent of  a different  kind,  lias  been  returned.  But, 
it  does  not  appear  to  the  court  that  any  public  pro- 
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perty,  with  captain  Hull’s  knowledge,  has  been  con- 
verted to  his  own  use  without  his  returning  some 
equivalent:  neither  does  it  appear  that  any  public 
property  has  been  converted  to  the  use  of  others 
with  his  knowledge  or  assent. 

Pursuing  this  analysis  of  the  evidence,  the  court, 
in  obedience  to  the  warrant,  proceed  to  state  the 
facts  and  circumstances  respecting  this  branch  of 
their  inquiry  in  regard  to  property  which  at  first  ap- 
peared  to  have  been  converted  to  captain  Hull’s 
use,  but,  on  investigation,  appears  to  have  been  ap- 
plied to  public  use.  It  was  proved  that  several 
sticks  of  timber  were  taken  by  captain  Hull’s  or- 
ders from  the  navy  yard  to  remove  certain  buildings 
®f  captain  Hull’s.  On  investigation,  it  appears  that 
these  buildings  were  situate  on  the  Woodward  es- 
tate, purchased  by  captain  Hull,  on  his  own  account, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Crowuin^hield,  then  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  upon  an  understanding  that 
the  government  might  subsequently  purchase  such 
portion  thereof  as  might  be  deemed  necessary  for 
the  convenient  enlurgetnent  of  this  navy  yard:  that 
the  government  did  take  a portion  of  this  estate 
on  an  appraisement  fairly  and  satisfactorily  made: 
that  the  department  agreed  to  remove  the  build- 
ings thereon  to  land  of  captain  Hull  at  the  public 
charge;  and  this  timber  was  used  to  remove  l)is 
buildings  conformably  to  this  agreement.  It  also 
appears  that  all  this  timber  was  subsequently  and 
seasonably  returned  into  the  yard,  and  is  now  there 
in  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  proved  that  some  glass  was  taken  from 
the  store  to  be  set  in  the  buildings  of  captain  Hull 
after  they  were  removed  from  this  estate.  On  in- 
vestigation, it  appears  that  the  government  engag- 
ed not  only  to  remove  captain  Hull’s  buildings  from 
that  portion  of  the  Woodward  estate  which  govern- 
ment might  take  for  its  own  use,  but  also  to  place 
the  buildings,  after  removal,  in  as  good  order  and 
coiidiLion  as  before,  and  that  this  i^ass  was  taken 
to  replace  that  which  was  broken  in  the  removal. 

It  was  stated  in  evidence  that  a shovel,  three 
pair  of  tongs,  a pot-bale,  and  pot  hooks  and  grid- 
irons, were  made  at  the  smith’s  shop;  but,  on  in- 
vestigation, it  appears  that  these  were  made  for 
public  use:  the  shovel  and  tongs  for  the  fire  places 
in  the  yard,  and  the  residue  of  these  articles  for 
the  quarters  of  an  officer  attached  to,  and  residing 
in,  the  yard,  and,  after  his  decease,  they  were  re- 
turned into  the  public  stores. 

It  also  appears  that  six  small  rakes,  worth  from 
12  to  15  cents  each,  were  made  and  used  in  capt. 
Hull’s  garden,  but  were  used  also  in  the  yard. 

To  this  class  of  cases  may  be  referred  the  pur- 
chase of  medicines  at  the  public  charge  for  the  use 
of  capt.  Hull’s  family. 

It  appears  that  captain  Hull  did  obtain  of  Dr.  El- 
liot, an  apothecary  in  Boston,  a quantity  of  medi- 
cines  to  the  amount  of  §53  54  cents,  for  the  use  of 
his  family;  that  these  were  paid  for  by  the  navy 
agent,  were  by  him  charged  in  account  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  was  allowed  by  the  department. 
It  further  appears,  from  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Crowninshield,  late  secretary  of  the  navy,  and 
several  surgeons  in  the  navy,  that  it  had  been  the 
practice  at  the  naval  stations,  in  this  place,  at  Ports- 
mouth, New-York,  Philadelphia,  and  Washington, 
and  on  the  Lakes,  of  the  surgeons  of  the  navy,  to 
supply  medicines  from  the  public  stock  for  the  use 
of  the  officers*  and  men’s  families.  It  appears  that 
captain  Hull  had  obtained  this  supply  from  Dr.  El- 
liot, under  full  conviction  that  this  was  conforma- 
ble to  usage,  and  it  fully  appears  to  this  court  that 
captain  Hull  did  hot  at  the  time  doubt  his  right  to 


this  as  a customary  allowance,  but  so  insisted  with 
Dr.  Elliot,  who,  on  receipt  of  the  money,  transfer- 
red the  amount  to  the  debit  of  the  United  States, 
and  acknowledged  receipt  of  his  money  as  from  the 
government. 

In  respect  to  public  propert)',  borrowed  by  cap- 
tain Hull  for  his  own  use,  it  was  proved,  that  four 
sticks  of  timber  were  taken  by  his  orders  and  used 
to  remove  a small  house  of  his  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
yard;  but  these  were  returned  without  injury,  and 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  U.  States  have  suffered 
any  inconvenience  from  this  use  of  them. 

In  respect  to  public  property  taken  by  captain 
Hull’s  orders  for  his  own  use,  it  appears  that  300 
pound  of  nails  were  taken  from  the  navy  store  by 
his  orders,  and  were  used  in  his  buildings;  for  these 
he  returned  320  pounds  of  a different  kind,  but  of 
equal  value  and  utility.  It  also  appears  that  25 
pounds  of  spikes  were  taken  for  his  use  with  his 
knowledge,  at  different  times,  in  small  parcels,  and 
for  these  he  returned  a like  quantity  and  of  equal 
quality.  It  also  appears  that  1000  feet,  in  board 
measure,  of  sawn  pine  timber,  were  taken  for  his 
use,  upon  his  order,  and,  subsequently,  a quantity 
of  the  same  kind  was  returned. 

These  are  all  the  instances  of  the  taking  of  pub- 
lic property  for  capt.  Hull’s  use,  by  his  orders  or 
with  his  knowledge  at  the  time,  during  his  command 
on  this  station. 

In  respect  to  public  property,  taken  for  his  use 
by  mechanics  in  his  employment,  it  appears  that, 
at  a time  when  he  was  confined  to  his  house  by  in- 
disposition, his  carpenter  obtained  from  the  yard  a 
quantity  of  clear  pine  plank  of  the  value  of  12  dol- 
lars, and,  instead  of  this,  returned,  on  the  same  day, 
a quantity  of  merchantable  plank  of  the  same  value 
and  of  equal  utility. 

It  also  appears  that  a bar  of  iron,  about  two  or 
three  feet  long,  was  taken  by  one  of  his  mechanics 
from  the  smith’s  shop,  and  used  in  capt.  Hull’s  build- 
ings for  the  chimney  bar,  but  another  of  equal  value 
was  returned. 

It  also  appears  that  hoops  were  put  on  a wheel 
of  captain  Hull’s  travelling  carriage,  immediately 
after  a.  journey  by  captain  Hull  with  Mr.  Barker, 
master  builder,  into  New  Hampshire,  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  in  quest  of  timber  for  the 
navy  yard:  but  this  was  without  his  knowledge  at 
the  time. 

It  appeare  that  two  small  pieces  of  yellow  pine, 
and  one  of  oak,  were  taken  to  make  some  cellar 
cills,  of  the  estimated  value  of  one  dollar  and  a 
quarter;  but  this  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
known  to  captain  Hull  at  the  time. 

In  respect  to  public  property  converted  to  the 
use  of  others,  it  appears  that  an  axe  was  made  for 
lieutenant  Ward  and  delivered  to  him  on  his  en- 
gagement to  return  it;  also  that  a gridiron  was  made 
and  delivered  to  sailing  master  Waldo;  also,  that  two 
garden  rakes  were  made  and  delivered  to  James 
Bogman,  gunner  of  the  yard,  for  use  in  his  garden 
within  the  limits  of  the  yard. 

It  also  appears  that  a small  oven  door,  14  by  9 
inches,  was  made  of  a piece  of  sheet  iron,  and  also 
a frame  for  this,  by  the  blacksmith,  for  his  own  use; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  captain  Hull  knew  of 
either  of  these  instances  of  the  conversion  of  pub- 
lic property  to  the  private  use  of  others. 

These  are  all  the  instances  of  the  conversion  of 
public  property  to  private  use,  which  were  proved 
to  the  satisfaction  of  this  court-  Some  witnesses 
did  indeed  mention  other  articles  of  very  trifling 
value,  as  dog  nails,  old  hinges,  &c.  but,  on  inves- 
tigation, it  fully  appeared  that  th'e  materiala  wfir® 
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not  public  property,  or  that  the  witnesses  who  men- 
tioned such  articles,  as  appears  by  the  record  of 
evidence,  were  so  fully  discredited  that  their  testi- 
mony could  not  justly  have  any  weight  with  this 
court. 

The  next  branch  of  the  general  analysis  is  the 
employment  of  mechanics  or  others  for  private  use, 
while  in  the  pay  of  the  United  Slates,  tor  the  same 
time  they  were  so  employe^!,  and  the  employment 
of  the  navy  yard  teams  for  capt.  Hull’s  or  others’ 
private  benefit. 

In  respect  to  this  branch  of  the  inquiry,  the 
court  find  that  some  men,  and  the  oxen  of  the  yard, 
have  appeared  to  have  been  employed  for  private 
use,  but,  on  investigation,  it  appears  that  they  were 
engaged  in  public  service;  that  sometimes  the  men 
and  teams  were  employed  for  captain  Hull’s  use, 
but  he  made  an  ample  return  for  such  service  to 
the  United  States;  and  that  some  men  have  been 
employed  for  the  use  of  others,  but  without  his 
knowledge. 

In  respect  to  the  employment  of  the  men,  ap- 
parently for  his  use,  or  the  use  of  others,  but  in 
fact  for  the  use  of  government,  it  was  proved  that 
men  were  employed  in  removing  the  buildings  and 
fences  from  jthat  part  of  the  Woodward  estate 
^which  was  taken  by  government  for  the  enlarge- 
ment  of  the  yard,  and  in  re-setting  broken  glass, 
and  otherwise  re-fitling  captain  Hull’s  [building 
thus  removed.  But,  on  investigation,  it  appears 
that  these  were  so  employed,  conformably  to  the 
verbal  agreement  between  captain  Hull  and  the  go- 
vernment before  mentioned,  for  removing  buildings 
from  the  ground  taken  by  government,  to  other 
land  of  captain  Hull,  and  putting  them  in  the  same 
good  order  and  condition  as  before  their  removal, 
•and  in  setting  up  the  fences  on  the  new  boundary 
line  of  tlie  yard. 

It  was  also  proved  that  men  and  teams  were  em- 
ployed in  transporting  cord  wood  and  chips  to  cap- 
tain Hull’s  and  other  ollicers’  quarters;  but,  on  in-j 
vesligation,  it  appears  that  the  cord  wood  was  fuel 
which  the  government  delivered  agreeably  to  tiie 
regulated  allowances  to  officers  on  this  station  at 
their  quarters;  and  the  chips  were  removed  con- 
formably to  the  regulations  of  the  navy  commis- 
sioners recorded  in  these  proceedings. 

It  also  appeared  that  a laborer  was  employed  in 
sawing  and  piling  capt.  Hull’s  wood,  and  the  wood 
of  capt.  Sbubrick,  attached  to  the  yard;  but  it  ap- 
pears that  this  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  regula- 
tions of  the  nary  yard:  the  government  customari- 
ly delivers  allowance  of  fuel  at  officers’  quarters 
in  a fit  state  for  use. 

In  respect  to  tke  employmewl  of  men  and  teams 
by  capt.  Hull,  for  his  own  wse,  it  appears  that  one 
man  was  employed  about  half  his  time,  in  the  spring 
and  summer,  in  the  cultivation  of  the  commandant’s 
garden  within  the  yard.  This  was  a laborer  in  the 
yard,  who  was  regularly  mustered  there,  paid  by 
the  United  States,  and  labored  the  rest  of  his  time 
in  the  public  service:  on  investigation,  it  appears 
that  caj)t.  Hull  is  allowed  3 servants,  at  8 dollars 
each  a month,  and  one  ration  a day — that  he  has 
not  drawn  pay  for  more  than  two  servants  since 
April  last,  which  is  a saving  to  government  of  15 
dollars  per  month.  Besides  this,  also,  it  appea»rs  to 
the  court,  that  the  labor  of  this  man,  in  setting  out 
valuable  trees  purchased  by  capt  Hull,  and  other- 
wise permanently  improving  this  appendage  to  the 
yard,  is  a substantial  benefit  to  the  public  property. 

It  also  appears  that  capt.  Hull  has  employed  the 
government  teams  in  carting  earth  from  his  land 
when  digging  a cellar  and  In  hauling  stones  to  be 


laid  there.  But,  on  investigation,  it  appears  that 
this  earth  was  hauled  within  the  navy  yard,  to  im- 
prove the  passage  or  road  from  the  gate  by  the 
stores,  where  it  was  useful  and  indeed  necessary, 
and  that,  while  the  cart  was  loading  with  this  earth, 
and  without  any  interruption  or  delay  of  public 
work,  the  oxen  were  employed  to  haul  a few  large 
stone,  not  exceeding  seven  in  number,  for  a short 
distance. 

Although  it  would  seem,  from  various  witnesses, 
that  there  is  much  evidence  of  employ^ment,  by 
capt.  Hull,  of  mechanics  and  laborers  for  his  pri- 
vate use,  while  these  were  in  pay  of  government, 
yet,  on  investigation,  and  very  careful  examination 
of  the  master  mechanics  and  laborers  themselves, 
it  does  not  appear  that  any  mechanic,  laborer,  or 
other  person,  has  received  pay  of  government  for 
any  portion  of  the  time  he  was  employed  in  captain 
Hull’s  service,  except  the  instance  of  the  gardener 
before  mentioned;  and,  although  two  witnesses  po- 
sitively assert  their  belief  that  they  have  received 
pay  of  government  for  the  time  they  were  emjploy- 
ed  in  capt.  Hull’s  service,  yet  the  testimony  of 
these  witnesses  is  so  discredited  by  the  direct  con- 
tradiction of  the  master  mechanics,  who  had  bet- 
ter opportunities  of  know'ing,  and  whose  duty  it 
was  to  know  the  fact,  that  this  court  cannot  regard 
their  testimony  as  worthy  of  credit. 

In  respect  to  employment  of  men  of  the  yard  for 
the  use  of  others,  without  capt.  Hull’s  knowledge, 
it  appears  that  a laborer  was  employed  the  greater 
part  of  his  time  for  the  use  of  an  officer  in  the 
yard:  but  this,  though  not  purposely  concealed, 
was  unknown  to  capt.  Hull.  It  also  appears,  that 
another  laborer,  acting  as  an  under  assistant  to  the 
store  keeper,  was  occasionally  employed  by  him 
in  some  domestic  services.  It  does  not,  however, 
appear,  that  there  was  ever  any  occasion  which 
called  capt.  Hull’s  attention  to  this  practice,  or 
that  it  ever  came  witliin  his  knowledge.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  government’s  team  had  been 
otherwise  employed  for  private  use. 

The  next  branch  of  the  general  analysis,  is  the 
neglect  of  any  duly  by  capt.  Hull,  as  commandant 
of  this  navy  yard. 

It  appears  to  the  court  that  capt.  Hull  has  suf- 
fered a sailing  master  to  attend  to  the  mustering  of 
the  men  in  the  yard,  instead  of  a lieutenant,  which 
the  recent  regulations  for  mustering  the  men  pre- 
scribes, and  that  the  check-roll  has  not  been  kept 
conformably  to  these  regulations;  some  other  per- 
son than  the  clerk  of  the  yard  having  been  allowed 
to  call  the  men. 

It  also  appears  that  capt  Hull  has  not  always 
exacted  of  the  pur  ser  of  the  yard  strict  compliance 
witli  his  duties,  according  to  the  regulations  now 
in  force. 

It  also  appears,  that  capt.  Hull  gave  lieutenant 
Percival  leave  of  absence  from  the  United  Slates, 
without  first  obtaining  tlie  assent  or  authorization 
of  the  navy  department.  But  it  appears,  however, 
that  there  were  more  than  a sufficient  number  of 
officers  on  the  station  at  the  time  this  leave  was 
granted,  and  during  the  absence  of  lieutenant  E’er- 
cival,  to  perform  all  requisite  duties. 

It  also  appears,  that  lieutenant  Percival  received 
his  full  pay  for  the  time  he  was  so  absent,  that  capt. 
Hull  approved  his  account,  but  not  until  after  the 
letter  of  the  4tU  auditor,  under  date  of  the  3rd 
September,  1818,  recorded  in  these  proceedings, 
had  been  exhibited  to  capt.  Hull.  It  further  ap- 
pears, that  the  letter  of  lieutenant  Percival  to  tlie 
4th  auditor,  under  date  of  the  27th  August,  1818, 
also  recorded  in  these  proceedings,  was  net  seeia 
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or  iis  contep^*;  known  to  capt.  Hull,  before  it  was 
sent  to  the  department,  or  before  he  approved  the 
account  of  lieutenant  Percival,  nor,  indeed,  until 
very  recently.  It  further  appears  to  this  court,  that 
the  payment,  by  lieutenant  Percival,  of  the  sum  of 
126  dollars,  through  the  hands  of  sailing  master 
Waldo,  was  repayment  to  capt  Hull  of  money  which 
lieutenant  Percival  held  in  his  hands,  and  claimed 
in  satisfaction  of  certain  charges,  and  that,  on  the 
disallowance  of  these  charges  by  capt.  Hull,  this 
money  was  repaid;  That  this  repayment  was  not 
made  with  any  reference  to  capt.  Hull’s  approval 
of  lieutenant  Percival’s  public  account  for  his  own 
pay,  but  was  entirely  disconnected  with  that  sub- 
ject. 

The  nest  branch  of  analysis  is,  neglect  of  any 
proper  measures  for  the  detection  of  Fosdick’s 
fraud,  by  capt.  Hull,  or  his  collusion  with  Fosdick 
in  this  peculation. 

It  appears  to  the  court,  that  the  fraud  of  Fosdiclc 
was  effected  by  his  procuring  the  men  to  sign  their 
names  to  the  pay  rolls,  in  which  either  the  time 
lliey  had  worked  or  the  amount  of  their  pay  was 
not  written,  and  that  these  blanks  were  filled  up  by 
Fosdick  after  the  men  were  paid,  with  more  time 
than  they  had  worked,  and  larger  sums  than  were 
due  them;  that  he  drew  from  the  navy  agent  the 
whole  amount,  and  kept  the  excess  above  the  just 
sum  due  to  the  men,  for  his  own  use.  On  inspec- 
tion of  the  pay  rolls  laid  before  the  court,  they  ap- 
pear to  be  fair,  and  to  each  is  subjoined,  in  common 
form,  a certificate  by  the  person  paying  the  men, 
that  he  has  compared  it  with  the  muster  roll,  and 
found  it  correct,  and  below  this  is  the  approval  of 
capt.  Hull. 

This  is  in  the  usual  course,  and  no  circumstance 
of  any  kind  ever  occurred  to  capt.  Hull’s  know- 
ledge, during  Fosdick’s  service  in  the  yard,  to  ex- 
cite the  least  mistrust  of  his  correctness,  or  doubt  of 
his  integrity.  It  appears  that  Fosdick  had  been  high- 
ly recommended  to  capt.  Hull’s  immediate  prede- 
cessor,  capt.  William  Bainbridge,  and  that  persons 
of  high  standing  warmly  recommended  him  to  capt. 
Hull.  No  officer  in  the  yard  sustained  a fairer  repu- 
tation for  integrity  or  talents  iw  his  particular  sta- 
tion than  Fosdick.  But  it  appears  to  this  court  that, 
on  the  first  intimation  of  the  fraud,  capt.  Hull  in- 
stantly adopted,  and  constantly,  zealously,  and  ably 
pursued  at  Charleston,  Boston,  New  York,  and  New 
Orleans,  all  proper  and  requisite  measures  for  the 
detection  of  this  fraud,  and  the  recovery  of  satis- 
faction for  the  U.  States,  and  that,  through  his  acti- 
vity and  zeal,  in  an  eminent  degree,  a full  and  com- 
plete satisfaction  was  obtained  from  the  property 
and  effects  of  Fosdick. 

It  further  appears,  that  capt.  Hull,  in  negociating 
with  Fosdick  for  this  satisfaction,  was  more  rigor- 
ous and  unyielding  than  the  other  commissioners 
appointed  for  this  purpose;  That  Fosdick  com- 
plained of  this  treatment  of  him  by  capt.  Hull  us 
harsh,  and  was  greatly  incensed  against  him  at  the 
time;  That  Fosdick  then  complained  that  the  go- 
vernment would  get  from  him  more  than  he  had 
taken  from  the  United  States:  That  in  this  state  of 
Fosdick’s  affairs,  it  was  represented  to  him  by  an 
intimate  friend  that  some  persons  suspected  capt, 
Hull  of  being  concerned  with  him  in  the  transaction, 
and  advised  him,  upon  motives  of  policy,  to  expose 
capt.  Hull,  if  in  fact  he  had  been  concerned.  This 
Fosdick  instantly  denied,  declaring  in  effect  that  the 
fraud  could  not  have  been  conducted  by  more  than 
one  person,  and  that  no  person  was  concerned  with 
him  in  the  transaction.  It  also  appears,  from  the 
testimony  of  the  district  attorney  of  this  state,  and 


of  the  state  of  New  York;  also  of  an  emineiit  < oun- 
sellor  of  tlie  city  of  New  York,  and  of  the  hon.  judge 
Livingston  of  the  United  States’  supreme  court,  that 
the  conduct  of  capt.  Hull,  throughout  his  pursuit  of 
Fosdick,  was  that  of  a perfectly  innocent  man,  and 
highly  zealous  officer.  No  fact  or  circumstance 
appeared  in  any  manner  tending  to  prove  or  to  jus- 
tify any  suspicion  that  capt.  Hull  had  ever  been 
connected  wit’a  F'  sdickin  this  fraud,  or  ever  knew 
of  its  existence,  till  discovered  by  examination  of 
some  pay  rolls,  with  reference  to  the  true  lime 
which  certain  men  had  labored.  Of  all  the  wit- 
nesses examined  on  this  .subject,  none  expressed  a 
I present  belief  of  such  connection  or  collusion,  ex- 
cept lieut.  Joel  Abbot  and  Daniel  Leman;  but 
these  were  so  utterly  discredited,  as  appears  on 
the  face  of  the  record,  that  they  were  deemed  un- 
worthy of  any  credit  by  this  court. 

The  next  branch  of  the  analysis  is  oppression; 
and  in  respect  to  this  branch,  the  court  find  no  evi- 
dence tending  to  prove  any  oppression  by  capt. 
Hull  of  officers  or  men,  except  in  respect  to  dis- 
allowances of  chamber  money,  wood  and  servant 
money,  and  in  respect  to  his  refusal  to  lieut.  Abbot 
of  leave  to  visit  Newburyport.  It  appears  that 
lieut.  Joel  Abbot,  who  states  that  one  of  his  rea- 
sons for  procuring  orders  to  this  navy  yard,  was 
that  he  might  receive  chamber  money,  made  ap- 
plication to  capt.  Hull  for  this  allowance.  Capt. 
Hull  was  in  doubt  if  he  might  with  propriety  allow 
it,  and  corresponded,  and  suffered  lieut.  Abbot  to 
correspond,  with  the  department  on  the  subject — 
the  whole  ->f  which  correspondences  are  annexed, 
in  copies  from  the  original  record  of  the  trial  of 
lieut.  Abbot  by  a court  martial,  and  are  as  follows: 
The  letter  of  lieutenants  Abbot  and  Caldwell,  and 
sailing  master  Ferguson,  to  the  secretary  of  the  na- 
vy, under  date  January  2d,  1821,  and  his  answer 
of  the  16ih  of  the  same  month;  a letter  from  Con- 
stant Freeman,  accountant,  to  capt.  Hull,  dated  30th 
March,  1816;  one  from  T.  H.  Gillis  for  the  account- 
ant, to  same,  dated  16th  May,  1816;  capt.  Hull’s 
letter  to  Constant  Freeman,  4th  auditor,  dated  17th 
July,  1817 — Constant  Freeman’s  reply,  dated  26th 
July,  1817 — another  letter  to  same,  from  capt. 
Hull,  dated  30th  of  September,  1820 — Constarit 
Freeman’s  reply,  dated  4th  of  October,  1820;  capt. 
Hull’sletter  to  the  secretary,  dated  9th  of  October, 
1820,  and  the  secretary’s  reply,  dated  10th  Novem- 
ber, 1820. 

It  appears  that  lieut.  Abbot  was  very  importu- 
nate with  capt.  Hull  on  this  subject,  reiterating 
his  solicitations  for  this  allowance,  in  a manner  not 
usual  for  officers,  and  not  pursued  by  lieut.  Cald- 
well and  sailing  master  Ferguson. 

It  is  represented  by  lieut.  Abbot  that  capt  Hull 
repulsed  him  with  harsh  and  profane  language. 
On  the  other  hand  it  appears  that  capt.  Hull  is  not 
in  the  habit  of  using  sucli  language  to  officers.  It 
appears,  that  capt.  Hull  gave  much  attention  to 
this  subject  of  chamber  money,  and  to  the  particu-^ 
lar  application  of  lieut.  Abbot  and  others. 

In  respect  to  the  allowance  of  wood,  it  appears 
that  there  were  two  boatswains  in  the  yard,  one  of 
whom  was  old  and  infirm,  and  only  able  to  do 
light  work,  and  as,  by  the  regulations,  there  was  an 
allowance  of  wood  only  for  one,  capt.  Hull  advised 
or  directed,  that  this  allowance  of  wood  should 
be  divided  in  some  way  between  them.  It  does 
not  appear  that  they  or  either  of  them  objected  or 
have  complained. 

In  respect  to  the  allowance  of  servant-money,  it 
appears,  that  the  gunner  of  the  yard  had  received, 
through  mistake,  servant-money,  as  if  entitled  to 
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this  allowance,  anti,  on  beinj  directed,  he  refund- 
ed it  without  objection  or  complaint. 

It  appears  that  capt.  Mull  did  refuse  lieut.  Abbot 
leave  to  visit  Newburyport;  but  it  does  not  appear 
to  this  court  tlutt  capt.  Hull  was  apprised  by  lieut. 
Abbot,  on  his  first  application,  that  Mrs.  Abbot  was 
dan'^erousl}',  or  otherwise,  indisposed.  Hut,  it  ap 
peats,  that,  although  lieut.  Abbot  had  been  allowed 
leave  of  absence  oftener  and  for  longer  periods 
than  other  olHcers  on  the  station,  at  or  about  that 
time,  yet  leave  was  granted  as  soon  as  representa- 
tion was  made  by  lieut.  Abbot  that  his  wife  was 
near  confinement,  and  it  was  very  desirable  he 
should  visit  her,  althougli,  as  it  appears  in  evidence, 
this  was  an  indulgence  attended  with  inconvenience 
to  tlie  service. 

It  does  not  appear  that  lifts.  Abbot  was  danger- 
ously  sick  at  lliat  time,  although  it  appears  in  evi- 
dence, lieut.  Abbot  has  made  representations  of  her 
situation  to  tins  effect,  which  he  does  not  confirm 
in  giving  his  testimony. 

It  appears,  that  lieut.  Abbot  was  at  Newburyport 
from  the  14th  or  IJth  of  February,  1821,  to  the 
22d,  when  he  returned  to  the  yard,  and  that  he  did 
not,  while  at  Nuburyport,  request  an  extension  of 
his  leave.  Me  states,  that  he  desired  it,  but  refrain- 
ed from  asking  it,  because  he  knew  capt.  Hull 
v.muld  refuse  it. 

It  appears,  however,  from  the  testimony  of  capt. 
Shubriclc,  that  an  extension  oflieut.  Abbot’s  leave 
v.’ouid,  no  doubt,  have  been  granted  as  soou  as  ask- 
ed for. 

It  appears  that  he  did  renew  bis  application  for 
leave  of  absence  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month, 
representing  Mrs.  Abbot’s  recent  confinement,  and 
leave  was  immediately  granted.  It  appears  that  this 
lady  was  alive  till  the  15lh  of  April  following,  and 
that  lieut.  Abbot  was  absent  on  leave  from  the  28tli 
or  2?lh  of  February,  until  after  her  decease,  and 
never  since  has  been  on  duty  in  the  yard. 

The  court  being  required  to  state  all  the  facts  and 
oircumstances  disclosed  by  the  inquiry,  which  are 
of  moment,  in  connection  with  the  object  of  this 
investigation,  deem  it  their  duty  to  state  the  follcw- 
Ing: 

It  appears  in  evidence,  that  captain  Hull  depo- 
sited Ills  own  paints  in  the  public  paint  store;  that 
this  was  a temporary  deposite,  and  ceased  as  soon 
as  another  convenient  place  was  in  readiness,  to  re- 
ceive it. 

It  also  appears  that  some  hinges,  and  chimney- 
bar.s  and  crane-eyes,  taken  from  his,  captain  Hull’s, 
houses,  were  deposited  in  the  smiths’-shop,  in  the 
yard,  and  these  deposites,  probably,  gave  rise  to 
rumors  ol  improper  use  of  public  property. 

It  also  appears  that  he  employed  mechanics  and 
laborers  on  his  private  property,  who  had  been  or 
were  subsequently  mustered  in  the  yard  for  the 
United  States,  and  this  under  circumstances  which 
might  naturally  lead  persons,  not  acquainted  with 
fill  the  circumstances,  to  suspect  that  the  govern- 
ment’s time  was  appropriated  to  private  benefit. 

It  appears  also  that  he  bought  a quantity  of  lum- 
her  from  a government  contractor,  who  had  landed 
thi.s  with  government  limber  in  the  navy  yard,  and 
that  this  was  transported  from  tlie  navy  yard  to  cap- 
tain Hull’s  estate,  near  Chelsea  bridge,  by  a team 
often  employed  there  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  that,  although  on  tlie  investigation  it 
clearly  appears  that  this  timber  never  was  the  pro- 
perty of  the  United  States, and  that  capt.  Hull  paid 
for  the  transportation,  yet  the  purchase  and  trans- 
portation of  it  from  the  navy  yard  did  c.xcilc  the 
attention  of  respectable  persons.  It  also  appears 


that  captain  Hull  permitted  the  same  persons  to 
moster  and  pay,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  men 
employed  for  his  private  use  and  men  in  ihe  em- 
ployment of  the  United  States. 

It  also  appears  that,  when  the  buildings  were 
removed  from  the  Woodward  estate,  a barn  of  the 
estimated  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  and  a wood 
shed  of  the  estimated  value  of  twenty  dollars,  both 
belonging  to  captain  Hull,  were  moved  into  the 
yard,  and  have  ever  since  been  used  in  the  United 
States  service,  as  their  property,  without  any  re- 
compence  therefor  to  captain  Hull. 

It  also  appears  tirat,  previous  to  the  purchase,  by 
captain  Hull,  of  his  real  estate  near  the  western 
entrance  to  the  navy  yard,  the  small  buildings 
there  had  been  occupied  by  disorderly  persons,  to 
whose  shops  the  men  of  the  navy  yard  resorted  at 
night,  and  where  articles  of  value,  pilfered  irom 
Hie  yard,  were  purchased:  That  captain  Hull  en- 

deavored to  get  rid  of  these  tenants,  but  was  un- 
able to  do  so  without  purchasing  tliis  property  him- 
self: 'fhat  he  did  purcliasc  it,  and  it  is  now  occupied 
by  decent  and  orderly  tenants. 

In  conclusion,  this  court  deem  it  their  duty  to 
state,  tliat  lieut.  .loel  Abbot,  whose  testimony  co- 
vers more  than  fifty  pages  of  the  record,  did  not 
appear  to  have  knowledge  or  information  of  any 
facts  which,  in  the  opinion  of  tliis  court,  authorized 
the  general  expressions  or  imputations  against  cap- 
tain Hull,  contained  in  his  letter  of  the  llUi  Janua- 
ry, 1822-  And,  on  his  examination,  which  was  con- 
ducted, as  the  court  believes,  with  the  greatest  in- 
dulgence and  patience,  he  was  constrained  to  ad- 
mit, in  resjiect  to  almost  every  such  imputation, 
that  he  had  no  better  authority  for  making  them, 
than  common  reports,,  which  he  liad  never  investi- 
gated  or  traced  to  their  source. 

And  this  court  regret,  for  the  honor  of  the  ser- 
vice, to  add,  tliat  very  many  of  lieut.  Abbot’s  decla- 
rations, under  oath,  in  which  it  appears  to  this 
court  that  he  could  not  have  erred  through  mistake, 
are  distinctly  and  di^jectly  contradicted  by  most  re- 
spectable and  disinterested  witnesses. 

No  other  facts  or  circum.stances,  tending  to  in*  pli- 
cate captain  Huli,  in  respect  to  his  official  conduct, 
could  be  collected  from  any  source  within  the  con- 
trol of  this  court,  and  tliey  have  reason  to  believe 
that  no  others  exist. 

The  preceding  statement,  therefore,  embracing, 
in  tlie  opinion  of  this  court,  all  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstapees  disclosed  by  the  inquiry,  which  the 
court  is  required  to  report,  is  respectfully  submit- 
ted, with  the  following  opinion  in  relation  to  the 
same: 

onxio-x. 

This  court  is  of  opinion  tluat  the  conversion  of 
articles  in  this  yard,  belongirsg  to  the  United  States, 
to  the  private  use  of  individuals,  whether  by  loan, 
exchange  or  otlierwise,  is  incorrect.  But,  a;,  it  ap- 
pears, to  the  s.atisfaction  of  this  court,  that  all  the 
articles  whiciv  have  beer^.J^^so  converted  to  private 
use,  willi  the  consent  or  knowledge  of  captain  Hull, 
have  also  been  replaced,  by  similar  or  other  articles 
of  equal  or  greater  value,  the  court  are,  therefore, 
of  opinion  that  no  loss  has,  in  fact,  resulted  to  the 
United  States;  and  that  no  fraud  was  practised, 
sanctioned  or  intended  by  captain  Hull  in  these 
transactions. 

Tlie  court  are  furt’-  er  of  opinion,  that  the  employ- 
ment of  persons,  while  in  the  pay  of  the  U.  States, 
for  the  private  advantage  of  individuals,  excepting 
such  as  are  specially  allowed  bythe  regulations,  is 
incorrect:  But  the  court  are  further  of  opinion  that, 
in  the  particular  ihstSnces  of  this  kind  which  were 
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sanctioned  or  known  to  captain  Hull,  the  deviation 
from  the  regulations  has  not  been  the  cause  of  loss 
to  the  United  States. 

The  court  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  devia* 
tions  in  this  yard,  from  the  regulations  prescribing 
particular  forms  to  be  observed,  in  mustering  and 
paying  persons  employed  in  navy  yards  for  the 
United  States,  was  improper,  inasmuch  as  such  de- 
viation was  made  without  the  previous  sanction  of 
the  navy  department.  But  it  is  also  the  opinion  of 
this  court,  that  no  loss  has  resulted  to  t!je  United 
States  from  this  deviation. 

The  court  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  per- 
mission granted  to  lieut.  Percival,  to  visit  Europe, 
by  captain  Hull,  without  the  previous  sanction  of 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  was  incorrect.  But  the 
court  are  further  of  opinion,  that  no  injury  did,  in 
fact,  result  to  the  United  States  from  the  permission 
thus  granted. 

This  court  are  further  of  opinion,  that  captain 
Hull,  in  allowing  articles,  belonging  to  himself,  to 
be  placed  in  the  public  stores  containing  similar 
articles  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  in  per- 
mitting the  same  persons  to  muster  and  pay,  at  the 
same  time  and  place,  within  the  navy  yard,  men 
employed  for  his  private  benefit,  and  other  men 
who  were  employed  for  the  United  States,  was  in- 
discreet, inasmuch  as  such  conduct,  though  in  itself 
innocent,  may,  nevertheless,  give  rise,  in  the  minds 
of  persons  not  acquainted  with  the  real  nature  and 
all  the  particulars  of  such  transaction,  to  vague  im- 
pressions of  misconduct  in  public  officers. 

The  court  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  charge 
made  by  captain  Hull’s  orders,  agiast  the  U.  States, 
for  the  medicines  furnished  for  the  use  of  his  family 
by  Ur.  Elliott,  was  allowed  by  the  general  usage  of 
the  service  at  that  time. 

The  court  are  further  of  opinon,  that,  in  with- 
holding his  sanction  to  allowances  for  chamber- 
money,  fuel  and  candles  to  officers  not  permanently 
attached  to  the  yard,  captain  Hull  was  justified  by 
his  instructions  from  the  navy  department. 

Tile  court  are  further  of  opinion,  that,  in  his  con- 
duct towards  the  officers,  mechanics  and  others, 
under  his  command,  captain  Hull  has  been  guilty 
of  no  act  of  oppression  or  unjustifiable  severity,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  he  has,  so  far  as  was  consistent  with 
his  duty  to  the  United  States,  granted  every  pro- 
per indulgence. 

The  court  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  pur- 
chase of  property,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  pub- 
lic stations,  by  officers  attached  to  such  stations,  may 
excite  surmises  injurious  to  the  reputation  of  such 
officers,  and  therefore  is  not  discreet.  Yet  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  that  the  particuUr  purchases 
of  this  kind  made  by  captain  Hull,  were  made  with 
no  improper  view  of  private  advantage  to  himself, 
but  originated  in  solicitude  for  the  public  interest, 
and  were  prosecuted  with  expectations  of  public 
benefit,  which  the  United  States,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  have  realized  in  the  removal  of  disorder- 
ly persons  from  the  vicinity  of  this  navy  yard. 

And  finally,  this  court  is  of  opinion,  that,  with  the 
before  mentioned  exceptions,  the  conduct  of  capt. 
Hail,  since  his  command  of  this  yard,  for  strict  per- 
sonal attention  to  the  preservation  of  the  public 
property  committed  to  his  charge;  for  the  judicious 
application  of  the  means  placed  at  his  disposal  for 
the  public  service;  and  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  all  his  other  official  duties,  has  been  correct  and 
meritorious.  JOHN  RODGERS,  President, 

George  Suelivaw,  Jude  Advocate. 


The  president  of  the  court  and  the  judge  advo- 
cate having,  respectively,  set  their  hands  to  the 
above  record,  and  this  court  having  acted,  on  all 
matters  committed  to  them  by  the  warrant  of  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  ordering  this  court,  the  court 
was  thereupon  adjourned,  without  day. 

Attest,  GEORGE  SULLIVAN, 

Judge  Advocate, 

JV'avy  department^  JVbv.  15.  1822. 

I certify  that  the  foregoing  has  been  carefully 
examined  and  collated  with  the  origiiial,  and  is  a 
true  copy.  BENJAMIN  HOMANS. 


CHRONICLE. 

LithgOTOy  at  Richmond,  famous  about  a certain 
check,  was  lately  again  on  his  trial — but  the  jury 
was  “hung;”  that  is,  divided  on  the  verdict,  and  n# 
other  indictment  was  to  be  tried  “during  the  pre- 
sent term  of  the  court.” 

Marble.  It  is  stated  that  a quarry  of  marble  has 
been  lately  discovered  near  Lancaster,  Pen.  that, 
for  its  delicate  grain  and  other  good  qualities,  is 
equal  to  that  of  Italy. 

Lehigh  coal  is  now  much  used  in  Philadelphia, 
and  sold  at  30  cents  per  bushel,  or  eight  dollars 
and  forty  cents  per  ton.  Those  who  have  given  it 
a fair  trial  consider  it  as  superior  to  a wood  fire, 
and  at  one  third  of  the  expense. 

TheSusquehannah.  Iffie  citizens  of  Luzerne  coun- 
! ty,  Pennsylvania,  held  a meeting  at  the  court-house 
in  VVilkesbarre,  on  the  4th  inst.  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  propriety  of  adopting  measures  to  faci- 
litate the  clearing  of  the  Susquehannah.  As  we 
have  already  said  much  on  this  important  subject^ 
we  shall  simply  mention  just  now,  that  the  chief 
resolution  adopted  was  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
the  case  before  the  legislature  of  the  state  in  such 
shape  as  should  be  thought  best  “to  answer  the 
passage  of  a law  effecting  that  great  object” — for 
which  a committee  of  two  from  each  township  was 
appointed. 

Philadelphia  loan.  The  loan  of  §25,000,  adv'ertls- 
ed  for  by  the  mayor,  has  been  taken  at  a premium 
of  seven  dollars  in  the  hundred.  Two  hundred  and 
ninety-six  thousand  dollars  were  offered. 

Charleston.  A gang  of  armed  run  away  negroes 
commit  many  depredations  about  a place  called 
*New  Bridge.*  Eleven  of  them  have  been  seen  to- 
gether, armed  with  muskets,  culasses  and  hatchets,. 

JK^eto  Orleans.  As  late  as  the  22d  ult.  the  fever 
still  raged  with  unabated  violence.  An  impressive' 
fact  to  show  the  desolation  of  the  city,  is,  that  the 
federal  court  there  was  opened,  and  neither  parties, 
lawyers,  jurors,  nor  witnesses,  attended — and  the 
court  was  closed  without  having  acted  on  a single 
cause. 

Massachusetts.  Messrs.  Nelson,  Fuller,  Allen, 
Lathrop,  Dwight,  Eustis,  Baylies,  Hobart  and  Reed, 
are  re-elected  members  of  the  18th  congress,  Mr. 
Webster  has  been  chosen  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Gor- 
ham, who  declined — and  in  three  districts  there 
was  not  any  choice,  a plurality  of  votes  being  re- 
quired. 

J^eio  Jersey.  Maiilon  Dickerson,  esq.  has  been 
re-elected  a senator  of  the  United  States  for  six 
years,  from  the  4th  of  March  next. 

The  penitentiary  of  this  state  contains  99  con- 
victs, and,  as  the  cost  of  the  establishment  amounts 
to  §6,442,  their  average  expense  is  §64  each,  per 
annum. 
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The  West  Indies.  We  have  accounts  from  the 
Cyane  and  brig'  Spark.  They  have  lost  a considera- 
ble number  of  their  officers  and  crews,  by  the  yel- 
low' fever. 

Spanish  claims.  Of  the  claims  presented  to  the 
board  of  commissioners  under  the  Florida  treaty, 
(which  seems  likely  to  be  a long  job),  113  have 
been  allowed  as  valid,  and  79  rej-  cted,  for  w ant  of 
siidicient  evidence.  The  nominal  amount  of  claims 
received  is  about  eighteen  millions  and  a half.  The 
board  has  lately  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  18th  of 
February,  1323. 

Longevity  When  we  published  an  article,  thus 
headed,  in  the  Rkoisteh,  of  ilie9lh  instant,  we  had 
some  apprehension  that  Jhere  w’as  a mistake  as  to 
the  amount  of  centunarians  in  Great  Britain — but 
the  following  specification  of  particulars  goes  to 
shew  that  the  aggregate  was  correct — which  is, 
surely,  much  below  the  relative  proportion  of  such 
persons  in  the  United  States,  as  to  an  original  stock 
to  produce  them,  or  a present  population  to  possess 
them. 


A London  paper  s.oys — By  the  late  population 
report,  tlie  following  curious  fact  is  elicited: 


Men  100  vis.  Sc  unwards, 

vVomen  IGO  & upwards. 

England, 

57 

England, 

111 

Wales, 

3 

Wales, 

18 

Scotland, 

40 

Scotland, 

62 

Total, 

100 

Total, 

191 

Vermont.  It  w’as  proposed  on  the  9lh  inst.  that 
the  legislature  should  make  a presidential  nomina- 
tion. Air.  Adams  w'as  named  in  the  resolution.  But 
the  resolution  was,  very  properly,  rejected  on  ge- 
neral grounds. 

New-Vork.  It  is  stated  to  be  a common  thing 
for  the  steam  boats  on  the  Hudson  to  bring  to  the 
city  of  New'-York,  from  200  to  250  passengers,  each 
trip. 

T ENNEssEE.  Jamcs  Robinson,  w'ho  nearly  perish- 
ed in  Tennessee,  then  all  a wilderness,  lived  to  see 
the  country  populated  and  assume  the  rank  of  an 
independent  state,  of  which  he  himself  was  the 
freely  elected  chief  magistrate! 

Pirates.  It  is  said  these  wretches,  who  frequent 
the  coast  of  Cuba,  have  boasted  of  the  murder  of 
four  hundred  people  near  Cape  Romaine.  In  this, 
perhaps,  they  include  the  persons  killed  by  quar- 
rels  among  themselves— which  are  staled  to  be  nu- 
merous. 

The  president.  "We  see  tliat  an  idea  is  advanc- 
ed of  re-electing  a president  of  tlie  United  States 
“during  good  behaviour.”  This  the  people  may  do, 
if  they  please;  but  it  seems  established  by  practice 
and  ratified  by  common  sense,  that  no  person  shall 
serve  more  than  two  periods  of  four  years  each. 
It  would  be  far  better  for  the  public  interest,  if  a 
president  were  at  once  elected  for  six  or  eight 
years,  and  thereafter  deemed  ineligible,  unless 
after  an  interval  of  a certain  number  of  veArs. 

V^x.  XXIII. 13. 


Justice.  A broker  of  Virginia  sued  tfu  North 
Carolina  state  bank  for  a large  sum,  about  60,000 
dollars,  after  having  protested  the  notes,  in  ample 
form,  for  non-payment.  The  case  was  lately  decid* 

ed,  and  he  obtained  judgment  for  principal,  inte- 
rest and  costs,  all  which  were  paid. 

Midshipmen.  A list  of  those  who  passed  exami- 
nation at  New-York,  for  promotion,  in  October  and 
November,  1822: 

Duncan  N.  Ingraham,  South  Carolina;  John  Mais- 
ton,  jr.  Massachusetts;  Henry  Bruce,  do.;  David 
Conyngham,  Pennsylvania;  Wm.  D.  Newm.an,Newr 
York;  Robert  Ritchie,  New  Jersey;  David  R.  Stew- 
art, Maryland;  Thomas  Hayes,  Pennsylvania;  Alex- 
ander B.  Pinkham,  Massachusetts;  Wm.  H.  Homer, 

do. ;  James  D.  Knight,  S.  Carolina;  Joseph  Mattison, 
New  Jersey;  Wm.  W.  M’Kean,  Pennsylvania;  Wm. 
S.  Walker,  N.  Hampshire;  Alexander  Slidell,  N, 
York;  James  G.  Boughan,  Virginia;  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  jr.  Connecticut;  Hubbard  H.  Hobbs,  Virgl. 
nia;  Samuel  Mercer,  South  Carolina;  Franklin  Bu- 
chanan, Pennsylvania;  George  F.  Pearson,  New 
Hampshire,  Chas.  Lowndes,  Maryland. 

Franklin.  It  is  rather  a curious  incident,  that 
when  the  Americans  sent  Dr.  Franklin,  a printer,  as 
minister  to  France,  the  court  of  Versailles  sent  M. 
Girard,  a bookbinder,  as  minister  to  congress.*- 
Wlien  Dr.  Franklin  was  told  of  it,  “Well,”  said  he, 
“Til  print  the  independence  of  America,  and  M. 
Girard  will  bind  it.” 

The  race.  The  things  that  were  said  and  are 
yet  running  through  the  new'spapers,  about  the 
race  that  was  to  have  been  run  at  Washington  last 
week,  are  quite  enough  to  make  a sober-minded 
man  laugh.  The  Philadelphia  Democratic  Press, 
published  the  day  preceding  that  appointed  for  it, 
announced,  that  “there  were  only  eight  passengers 
in  the  steam-boat  from  Baltimore” — that  the  city  of 
Baltimore  was  “nearly  iZe/io/mla/eJ  by  the  departure 
of  its  inhabitants  for  the  race” — that  one  person 
had  offered  to  bet  eight  hundred  human  beings,  va- 
lued at  three  hundred  dollars  each,  on  Sir  Charles 
— that  the  amount  of  a million  and  a half  of  dollars 
was  betted  on  the  race. 

1 can  speak  only  to  one  point — on  the  day  of 
the  race,  I had  a good  deal  of  “out  door  business” 
to  do,  and  called  upon  and  saw  many  persons,  with- 
out hearing  that  any  one  had  gone  to  the  race- and 
really,  the  streets  seemed  to  be  quite  as  well  filled 
as  usual,  so  our  city  was  not  “nearly  depopulated!’* 

The  president  and  secretary  of  the  “Jockey 
Club”  have  gravely  given  it  forth,  officially,  that 
Sir  Charles  was  accidentally  lAmecl. 

The  day  after  the  affair,  a match  was  made  up 
for  twenty  thousand  dollars  a side,  the  New  York 
horse  Eclipse  against  any  horse  that  might  be  pro- 
duced at  tbe  starting  post  of  the  Long  Island  course, 
in  May  next — and  the  forfeit  was  fixed  at  g3,000. 

The  following  is  given  as  an  extract  of  a letter 
from  the  owner  of  Sir  Charles  to  the  owner  of 
Eclipse,  written  in  October  last: 

“1  met  the  golden  Sir  William  with  Sir  Charles, 
and  they  run  single-handed,  and,  sir,  I have  to  in- 
; form  you  that  this  golden  horse,  that  commanded 
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the  wind  tc  stand  still,  and  ail  creation  to  bend  be 
fore  iiiin,  lust  winter,  in  South  Carolina,  has  now 
taken  a we  stern  direction  to  seek  his  level  with  the 
depreciated  currency  of  that  part  of  the  country!” 
Which,  being  published,  brought  out  the  owner 
ol  Sir  William,  (belonging  to  North  Carolina),  in 
pret’.y  icucluhe  same  strain,  and  inviting  the  owner 
of  Sir  Charles  to  a fair  trial  of  speed,  for  the  suiti 
of  l,OoO  dollars,  as  “better  suited”  to  the  funds  of 
the  parties  than  5,000,  The  epistle  concludes  with 
the  famous  saying  of  Macbeth — 

Ami  now.  “come  on  MacDuff,  and  damned  be  he 
Who  first  cries— hold, enough!” 

About  all  which  wt-  say  — 

“Angels  and  ministers  of  grace  defend  us!” 

Tanning.  Tin  story  lately  republished  from 
the  London  Globe,  respecting  a great  secret  disco- 
vered  in  theart  of  tanning,  for  which  the  inventor 
had  received  a large  sum  of  money,  turns  out  to  be 
fabulous. 

Law!  About  a year  ago,  Mr.  Frederick  A.  Tra 
cey,  of  New  York,  delivered  toMr.  Joshua  B.  Wood, 
of  KhpUe  Island,  a quantity  of  doubloons,  put  up  iu 
two  separate  bags,  to  take  to  Providence.  Mr. 
Wood  took  tile  valice  in  which  the  bags  were  de- 
poisted,  on  board  the  steam  boat  Connecticut,  and 
left  it  in  an  open  birth  while  the  boat  was  lying  at 
the  wharf,  at  New  York,  all  one  afternoon  and 
evening,  sleeping  on  board  the  boat  at  night,  in  a 
different  cabin  from  that  in  which  the  doubloons 
were  left.  In  the  morning  he  discovered  that  one 
bag  of  the  doubloons  was  gone,  and,  after  having 
made  the  discovery,  he  left  the  valice,  with  the  re- 
maining bag  in  it,  lying  on  a table  in  the  forward 
cabin,  and  went  on  deck  for  about  five  minutes. — 
When  he  returned,  the  valice  and  the  other  bag 
of  gold  were  missing,  and  have  not  yet  been  found 
Mr.  Tracey,  in  consequence,  brought  a suit  against 
Mr.  Wood,  on  the  ground  that  he  has  been  guilty 
of  gross  negligence}  aid,  after  a hearing,  which  last 
ed  two  days,  in  the  United  States  circuit  court  at 
Providence,  the  jury  decided  that  the  plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  recover  for  the  value  of  the  bag  that 
was  first  missed,  CJive  thousand  seven  hundred  dols.j; 
but  they  did  not  consider  the  leaving  of  the  other 
bag  on  the  table  for  so  short  a period  as  five  mi- 
nutes,  as  amounting  to  gross  negligence. 

♦‘Infidelity  and  disloyalty.”  The  London  Cou 
rier  calls  upon  the  congress  of  Verona  to  exert  its 
its  power  to  uphold  the  monarchical  principle,  and 
says — “we  must  either  fall  before  the  desolating 
maxims  of  infidelity  and  disloyaly,  or,  when  the 
danger  is  imminent,  take  refuge  in  desfotic  power 
as  the  minor  eviV* 

What  terrible  doctrinei* — But  what  is  meant  by 
“infidelity  and  disloyalty?”  What  are  the  present 
legitimate  meanings  of  the  terms?  When  the  “refor- 
mation,” as  it  is  called,  took  place  in  England,  out 
of  about  nine  thousand  priests  who  lived  on  the  peo- 
ple, less  than  o?ie  hundred  refused  to  change  their 
religion  for  the  preservation  of  their  fat  things. 
Was  this  “infidelity.”  The  priests  of  Spain,  heaf!- 
ed  by  three  archbishops,  are  now  carrying  on  a 
predatory  desolating  war  on  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  kingdom,  and  deeply  engaged  in  tlie 
business  of  murder — is  this  an  evidence  of  their 
fidelity?  At  what  is  called  the  “revolution”  in  Eng 
land,  the  king  was  expelled  and  a thick-headed 
tyrant  imported  to  fill  tlie  throne:  was  this  “dis- 
ioyitlty  ?”  Events  in  France  produced  somewhat 
similar  events — were  the  French  disloyal?  The 
!Bassian  boor  quietly  submits  to  tre  kicked  by  his 


lord — is  this  loyalty?  The  regenerated  Spaniard 
will  have  his  king  to  rule  according  to  the  law — and 
is  this  “disloyalty.”  I recollect  somewhere  to  have 
seen  an  old  saying,  “that  he  who  spoke  against  the 
Jesuits  was  an  enemy  of  God'-— of  course,  guilty 
of  “infidelity.”  The  Jesuits  went  down  to  the 
disgrace  and  contempt  they  merited,  and  he  that 
would  sjieak  in  favor  of  them  in  England,  would 
now  be  charged  with  “infidelity.”--  For,  “infideli- 
ty,” there,  is  to  oppose  tTie  present  pampered 
priesthood,  a more  base  body  of  men  than  tlic  Je- 
suits ever  were— less  tolerant,  less  merciful,  less 
Christian,  than  that  once  miglily  tribe  ot  depreda- 
tors on  tlie  public  labor.  So  that  we  see  “iniineli- 
ly  and  disloyally”  are  terms  that  “conform”  to  the 
will  of  such  villains  as  liappen  to  posse.ss  power. 
It  was  loyal  to  murder  Paul  the  father  of  Alexander; 
but,  as  yet,  “disloyal”  to  imagine  that  the  son  should 
lose  one  hair  of  his  head;  yet  it  may  become  a.s  loyal 
to  put  him  out  of  tlie  way  as  it  was  to  assassinate 
Paul — to  bring  Charles  the  first  to  the  block,  or 
banish  James  II;  proscribe  his  kindred  as  “preten- 
ders,” and  punish  his  adherents  with  death  as  reb- 
els and  traitors. 

The  American  navt,  &c.  The  articles  below, 
copied  from  Britisli  papers,  have  led  to  certain  re- 
flections and  considerations,  which  I think  it  may  be 
useful  to  present  to  the  con.sideration  of  others*.  It 
is  for  this  purpose  that  orators  make  speeches, 
statesmen  compose  arguments,  and  editors  write 
paragraphs  and  other  fugitive  pieces. 

Our  little  navy  is  now  a great  object  of  national 
pride;  and  it  seems  as  if  likely  to  remain  a “politi- 
cal hobby”  for  a long  time,  if  its  affairs  are  carefully- 
managed;  though  all  men  seem  to  form  some  limit 
to  the  extent  of  the  establishment,  most  persons 
wish  its  perfection  and  preservation  as  a means  of 
defence.  And  so  it  is,  that,  though  influenced  by 
different  considerations  and  led  on  by  different 
views,  the  American  penplemny  be  said  to  be  proud 
of  the  character,  progress  and  prospects  of  their 
military  marine.  Its  reputation  warms  the  heart 
of  every  man — whether  his  feet  are  laved  by  the 
waters  of  tlie  ocean,  or  have  been  wet  only  in  the 
mountain  stream.  It  cannot  then  be  unprofitable 
to  ascertain  what  has  caused  this  naval  power,  and 
to  make  sure  of  what  sustains  it— in  a firm  belief 
that  “like  causes  will  produce  like  effects.” 

From  the  time  when  these  states  started  into 
existence  as ‘free,  sovereign  and  independent,*  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  or,  more  strictly  speak- 
ing,  the  shipping  interest,  has  been  most  zealously- 
protected,  by  bounties  and  premiums,  and  peculiar 
or  exclusive  privilege.?.  This  spirit  was  originally 
produced,  no  doubt,  by  the  influence  of  the  people 
of  the  eastern  states,  deeply  concerned  in  the  fish- 
eries and  powerfully  directed  to  the  busine.ss  of 
trade  and  navigation.  It  was  opposed  by  another 
in  the  south,  which  seemed  to  have  no  regard  at  all' 
to  the  circumstance,  whether  the  products  of  that 
section  of  the  union  were  carried  to  market  in  a 
vessel  belonging  to  New  or  Old  England — and  it 
was  these  counter  spirits  that  rendered  so  many 
‘checks  and  balances’  necessary  in  the  constitution, 
that  all  might  accept  it.  It  was  thus  that  the  power 
to  “regulate  commerce”  was  given  to  congress,  and 
thus  that  slaves  were  to  be  counted  for  representa- 
tion in  that  body;  and  several  other  comprises  made 
— the  right  of  which  v.re  shall  not  call  into  question 
just  now.  But  yet  the  shipping  interest  had  a pow- 
eii’ul  hold  on  the  national  legislature;  and,  perhaps, 
the  fact  was,  that  our  great  divisions  of  party  grew 
out  of  itj  little  as  it  seem':  they  had  to  do  with' 
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the  old  deiu-minations  of  democrats  and  Jederalists. 
Thv  spirit  of  support  and  opposition  still  continues, 
'hough  softened  and  modified  by  tlie  progress  of 
liberal  ideas  and  a better  acquaintance  with  the 
nature  of  things.  It  has  been,  that  Massachusetts 
appeared  prepared  to  oppose  any  measure  suggest- 
ed by  Virginia,  while  Virginia  was,  in  like  manner, 
arrayed  against  Mafisacliusetls.  'I  he  spirit  in  favor 
of  the  stiipping  interest  is  now  chitdy  lost  in  a ge 
neral  feeling  to  support  it,  and  hardly  felt  though 


duced  in  1321 — and  the  surplus  quantity  will  yet 
further  press  down  the  price,  unless  it  is  supported 
by  the  home-market. 

Here  it  ni-iy  be  asked  uliat  lias  ;di  this,  (and 
much  more  tliai  might  well  be  said  on  tlie  subject), 
to  do  with  “the  American  nav_\  ?”  J'hc  application 
is  at  han<l,  and  will  soon  he  offered;  but  this  di- 
gression seemed  necessary  to  shew  how  strangely 
the  old  opposing  spirits  had  united  to  defeat  tlie 
interests  of  a new  and  much  more  numerous  and 


existing  in  fill Horce — but  that  of  the  opposition  has  important  class,  produced  by  the  events  of  tli« 
shewn  itself  most  strikingly  on  several  occasions: ! times  and  *!ie  progress  of  things;  whose  interest  is 
the  tariff  bill,  as  leported  hy  »\lr.  Baldwin,  and  tliC  i the  greatest  interest — and,  from  its  own  nature, 
bill  to  esiablisli  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy,  | cannot  be  opposed  to  any  other  rightful  interest  in 

-because  \t  is  that  interest 


reported  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  had  cu\y  four  votes  each  j the  United  States— 

?'I  believe),' from  all  the  members  south  of  the  Poto- 1 which  must  mainly  support  the  government  in  the 
mac,  tliough  one  was  carried  in  the  house  of  repre-  j time  of  its  need.  It  is  composed  of  the  body  of  free 
sentativesand  the  other  neatly  prevailed.  'I'lie  for- 1 laboring  persons— wlio  always  have,  in  every  coun- 
mer  would  have  succeedetl  by  a much  larger  majo  | try,  in  peace  or  in  war,  to  “bear  the  burthen  and 
rity,  and  probably,  also,  have  been  so  arranged  Uiut,  the  heat  of  the  day,’*  as  connected  with  national 
it  would  have  passed  the  senate,  if  a part  of  the  : affairs. 

shipping  interest  had  not  joined  itself  to  and  acted  i To  return  to  the  na\y — what  built  it,  what  sus- 
with  its  old  opponent,  to  defeat  the  protection  asked  j tained  it  in  battle,  what  renders  its  present  increase 
for  by  a newly-interested  class — the  g iiAiN-fiiiowans  j other  than  a pro<ligal  waste  of  money?  The  answer 
of  ti:e  United  States,  seeking  a market  lor  ilieir  i is,  tlie  shipping  interest,  supported  and  protected, 
surplus  crops.  A disseciion  of  the  vote  on  the  ta-i  from  the  beginning  of  the  government  until  this 
rill'hill  clearly  proves  tliis,  and  tlie  exhibit  will  be  dajq  by  restriction  o?i  restriction,  defence  on  defence: 

j even  l;y  tioo  roars,  at  the  cost  of  an  hundred  and 
Against  it.  j fifty  millions  of  dollars,  a great  loss  of  life,  and  tlie 


useful: 

Fnr  tlie  bill. 

1.  New-Hatnpsbire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode- ^ jg 

Island.  Connecticut'  and  Vermont,  3 

2.  New-York,  New-Jersey,  Ih  nnsyl  vanin,'^ 

Delaware,  Kentucky,  Oliio,  Imliana  67  4 

and  Illinois.  j 

3.  Mainland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,'^ 

bou til- Carolina.  Georgia,  IViiriessee,  P 4 51 

Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  J 

1 ne  hr.st  nia>  be  saia  to  repi  eserit  tlie  sliipping 
interest — tlie  second  the  gr.oin  growers,  and  the 
tliird  the  planters  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  Maryland 
and  Tennessee,  especially  the  former,  however, 


grow  large  surplus  crops  of  grain:  but  the  tobacco 
interest  was  the  most  powerful  in  one,  and  the  cot- 
ton interest  predominated  in  the  other. 

Here  we  see  that  the  eastern  states  were  divided, 
the  middle  states  almost  ur.animcus  for  the  bill,  and 
the  southern  states  nearly  unanimous  against  it.  1 
do  not  like  these  geographical  divisions — but  I dis 
like  it  worse  that  tiie  members  of  congress  should 
demonstrate  their  existence  and  give  the?i  effect. 

All  that  the  ingenuity  of  the  shipping  interest 
could  contrive  for  its  own  advancement,  has  been 
secured  to  it  by  statute,  without  opposition  Ii  has 
become  as  a matter  of  course,  that  wliatever  the 
merchants  unite  in  requiring  of  the  government 
shall  be  granted — they  even  took  cut  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people  millions  of  dollars  through  the 

operation  of  tlieir  famous  bonds,  the  penalty  which 
was  given  tip,  though  it  had  been  realized  to  them. 
Tlie  tobacco  and  cotton  interest  have  as  good  rea 
sons  to  be  content  in  tlie  power  of  representation 
acquired  by  their  slaves,  and  from  the  nature  of 
their  products.  If  the  general  amount  of  domestic 
articles  exported  from  the  United  States  shall  be 
forty  millions,  those  of  cotton  and  tobacco  may  be 
put  down  as  being  thirty,  or  three  fourths  of  the 
whole — though  a twentieth  pari  oftiie  whole  peo 
pie  may  not  be  immediately  interested  in  either  of 
them.  With  such  monopolies,  these  interests  may 
say  “let  us  alone,”  because  you  have  done  all  that 
you  can  for  7is,  all  that  rve  have  asked  oj  you.  Jhit 
they  should  look-out  for  a re-actioo — 93,000,000  Ihs. 
of  cotton  brotight  one-third,  or  eleven  millions  of 
dollars,  mere,  in  1818,  than  135,000,000 /6s.  pro- 


constant keeping  up  of  fleets  or  cruising  vessels  in 
the  Mediterranean,  South  Sea  and  West  Indies,  at 
the  expense  of  more  than  a million  a year.  It  was 
this  interest  that  brought  about  our  quarrel  with 
France  in  1779,  and  produced  the  war  with  Great 
Britain  in  1812;  it  is  this  interest  that  keeps  up  a 
fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  sends  ships  to  the 
coasts  of  the  Pacific— and  the  people  say  it  is  well. 
To  maintain  this  interest,  statute  has  been  heaped 
on  statute — the  volumes  of  the  laws  are  filled  with 


*It  is  liglit.  to  observe  tJ»at  Connect  lent  fj-irc  sUx  v'ores  for  dnd 
only  one  against  the  tarifT. 


acts  to  protect  it,  and  we  are  ready  to  fight  when- 

ever  it  is  assailed!  Wh)^? what  difference,  in 

point  of  money- cost,  will  it  make  to  me,  whether  a 
pound  of  tea  is  brought  to  the  United  States  in  an 
English,  Dutch  or  French  ship,  or  in  one  owned  by 
my  next  door  neighbor,  the  great  merchant,  Mr. 
John  Donnell?  for  he  does  not  sail  his  sliips  cheaper 
than  foreigners  can  sail  their’s.  But  what  amount 
of  lea  is  imported  in  foreign  ships?  We  may  say 
none — the  reason  for  it  is  that  there  is  a restriction 
in  the  way.  And  why  might  not  an  F.nglish  ves- 
sel bring  me  a cheese  from  Rhode  Island  or  Con- 
necticut,  as  well  as  some  old  friend  \vho  owns  a 
“sloop”  in  one  of  these  states— again,  there  fs  a 
restriction  in  the  way.  And  so  it  was  in  every  case, 
until  tlic  shipping  interest  felt  strong  enough  to 
compete  with  the  same  intrest  in  other  countiies — 
but  it  is  still  guarded  “as  the  apple  of  our  eye.”  Did 
we  not  lately  prohibit,  utterly  prohibit,  the  entry  of 
a Biilish  vessel  with  cargo  from  the  West-Indies, 
because  our  orun  with  cargoes  were  fordidden  an 
entry  thei’eat?  Were  we  not  recently  almost  at 
an  open  quarrel  with  Frmice,  meeting  her  with 
duty  against  duty,  because  she  would  have  encou- 
raged  /ler  shipping  interest  to  the  injury  of  oUr*s,  in 
the  transport  of  our  commodities?  Did  we  not,  by 
restriction  against  restriction.duly  opposed  to  duty, 
cause  an  opening  of  the  ports  of  the  British  West 
Indies,  and  induce  France  to  meet  us  on  reciprocal 
and  liberal  terms?  At  these  events,  the  people 
seemed  to  throw  up  their  hats  and  make  a great 
shout — huzzaing  for  restriction,  though  most  of 
them  did  not  know  it.  They  had  been  so  much 
accustcined  to  believe  that  the  shipping  interest 
1 must  needs  be  hroteeS'd,  as  to  .apprehend  that  r.avA- 
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xiTT  WAS  xo  THAX  iuoht!!  It  is  this  interest 
which  has  built  up  and  must  keep  up  the  navy,  by 
its  production  of  seamex— though  it  has  not  paid 
an  hundreth  part  of  its  own  cost  to  the  support  of 
the  general  government,  as  shall  be  shewn  below. 
Ships,  without  seamen,  are  less  useful  than  trees  in 
the  forest.  During  our  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
Napoleon  had  twelve  or  fourteen  of  the  best  and 
most  powerful  ships  ever  built,  rotting  at  Antwerp. 
If  ive  had  had  them,  would  a ruffian,  like  admiral 
Cockburne,  have  depredated  on  the  hen-roosts  and 
pig-st)  es  located  on  the  borders  of  the  Chesapeake, 
in  the  manner  that  be  did?  Would  he  not  have 
found  it  a different  affair  to  have  met  RonoEns  on 
the  sea,  than  to  stamp  on  his  portrait  and  insult 
his  venerable  mother,  at  the  village  of  Havre  de 
Grace?  But  Napoleon  had  not  seamen — and  those 
ships,  that  might  have  struck  terror  under  a “bit 
of  striped  bunting,^’  were  as  feeble  for  the  purposes 
of  war  as  the  forests  that  furnished  the  timber  for 
them,  though  they  would  have  been  so  useful  to  us 
— because,  by  restriction,  we  had  raised  up  a ship- 
ping interest  which  furnished  the  means  to  man 
them.  It  was  by  restriction  that  this  interest  rose 
to  such  power  that  we  were  content  to  say,  even  to 
England,  “let  us  alone  and  We’ll  let  you  alone” — 
ive  ivill  receive  your  ships  on  the  same  terms  that  you 
receive  ours,  and  so  reciprocity,  at  present,  exists. 
The  commerce  of  the  country  was  not  consulted  in 
this  arrangement — for  we  should  not  want  ships  to 
bring  in  bales  of  cloth  or  carry  aw'ay  others  of  cot- 
ton, if  all  those  of  the  United  States  were  destroy- 
ed— the  British  and  Dutch  would  gladly  become 
our  carriers,  pay  all  the  duties  just  as  honestly  as 
our  own  people  do,  and  perform  the  whole  business 
for  the  same  amount  of  money  that  we  now  pay  to 
our  own  citizens — or  less:  but  then  what  would  be- 
come of  the  great  ships  that  we  have  built?  they 
would  perish,  and  their  heaps  of  rotten  wood  only 
remain  for  a v.'hile  to  mark  where  a “folly”  had 
been  located. 

We  regard  the  navy  as  a strong  arm  of  the  na- 
tional defence — but  it  cannot  so  act  unless  it  is  sup- 
ported by  money,  as  well  as  men.  The  shipping 
interest  furnishes  the  latter,  but  the  other  must 
be  derived  from  the  people  at  large — among  whom 
are  tens  of  thousands  who  never  saw  a ship.  The 
shipping  interest  pays  no  more  to  the  revenue  than 
other  persons  not  united  to  it.  Commerce  pays  no 
taxes,  except  a little  tonnage  duty,  hardly  sufficient 
to  keep  up  the  liglit  houses  erected  for  its  benefit. 
The  taxes  fall  on  the  consumers  of  the  goods  taxed 
— the  wood-sawyer  as  much  as  the  merchant;  most 
heavily  on  the  former,  according  to  his  means  to 
pay  them.  Every  poor  negro  who  carries  home  a 
pound  of  sugar,  pays  three  cents  on  it  for  the  sup- 
port of  government;  and  it  matters  not  the  value  of 
a straw  to  him,  whether  it  is  brought  hither  in  a 
foreign  cr  domestic  vessel — he  is  still  a negro,  and 
must  pay  the  tax  or  refrain  from  the  sugar.  And 
so  it  is  with  us  all— — IF  domestic  industry  is  to  be 
gauged  by  n money- amount  of  value  paid  for  goods 
imported  and  consumed,  we  should  be  as  indifferent 
about  it  as  the  mjgro  would  be  in  the  case  just 
stated.  But  we  are  not  indifferent—it  would  de- 
stroy tlie  shipping  interest  and  ruin  the  navy,  if 
we  were  so— 2/  ive  did  not  meet  restriction  ivith  re- 
striction. Weli — what  is  to  become  of  the  navy, 
even  if  we  have  sailors  to  man  the  ships,  provided 
the  people  arc  rot  able  to  pay  them — if  the  go- 
vernment pursues  tile  pjoUcy  of  sending/o?2r  dollars 
out  of  the  country  that  it  may  receive  one  dollar  \n 
revenue?-- a policy  that  Vvould  exhaust  and  beggar 
the  richest  nation  in  the  world?  It  is  only  of  late 


years  that  this  policy—  this  perpetual  desire  of  the 
government  to  encourage  the  consumption  of  fo- 
reign goods  for  revenue,  has  borne  with  peculiar 
hardship  on  the  grain-growing  districts.  While 
Europe  was  in  commotion,  they  had  a market  for 
their  surplus;  Europe  is  at  peace,  and  this  surplus 
chiefly  tends  to  diminish  the  value  of  their  lands 
and  labor.  The  freemen  of  the  United  States,  who 
hold  their  own  ploughs  and  cultivate  their  own  soil, 
are  severely  oppressed — it  is  true,  they  cun  live 
among  themselves;  but  old  habits  are  not  easily 
parted  with,  fashion  is  powerful,  and  the  influence 
of  government  is  great.  We  see  that  restriction 
has  raised  up  and  manned  the  navy,  and  compelled 
other  nations  to  meet  us  on  reciprocal  terms,  or  else 
virtually  prohibits  an  intercourse  through  their  ship, 
ping  interests.  Our  merchants  have  never  been 
refused  any  thing  that  they  desired  to  promote 
their  views — embassies  have  been  specially  sent 
out,  as  it  were,  to  collect  their  debts  in  foreign  parts, 
and  the  people  have  paid  the  cost  of  them — indeed, 
the  whole  diplomatic  corps  of  the  United  States  is 
kept  up  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the  shipping 
interest,  at  the  cost  of  about  100,000  dollars  a year; 
for  we  cannot  have  any  business  with  Europe,  &c. 
unless  on  account  of  commerce;  we  have  no  affinity 
or  alliance  with  any  other  nation  or  people,  no  in- 
fluence over  the  “holy”  conspirators  against  man, 
no  power  to  “preserve  the  peace  of  the  civilized 
world,”  further  than  our  wishes  may  go. 

The  shipping  interest  has  prospered  and  grown 
to  what  it  is,  through  restriction  producing  recipro- 
city. We  would  not  suffer  the  arrival  of  a British 
ship  with  cargo  from  the  West  Indies,  when  our  own 
ships  were  excluded,  notwithstanding  the  former 
might  have  been  more  moderat ;,  on  account  of 
charges  for  freight,  than  the  latter.  Why,  then, 
should  w'e  receive  a yard  of  cloth  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, when  she  will  not  receive  even  a barrel  of 
flour  in  payment  for  it?  Should  we  not  apply  the 
rule  which  has  been  found  advantageous  to  raising 
up  a commercial  marine,  to  the  support  of  the  great 
agricultural  interest,  in  the  establishment  of  a 
home  market  for  its  products,  seeing  that  a foreign 
one  is  uncertain  if  not  absolutely  denied?  Is  it 
right  that  every  thing  should  be  done  for  one  small 
class,  and  nothing  done  for  the  other,  an  exceed- 
ingly large  and  infinitely  valuable  one?  May  not 
the  latter  demand  equality  of  protection — have  they 
not  the  pwiver  to  enforce  that  demand?  They  have 
both;  and  the  time  will  come  when  the  past  and 
present  state  of  things  will  be  remembered  with 
feelings  that  1 have  no  wish  to  promote.  The  chief 
increase  of  representation  is  from  the  gram  groiv- 
mg  slates,  and  tliis  rate  of  increase  will  continue. 
The  people  of  these  districts,  throagh  their  repre- 
sentatives, have  almost  unanimously  asked  for 
equality  of  protection — that  they  might  be  put  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  other  classes  of  their  fel- 
low citizens— see  the  preceding  exhibit  of  the 
votes  on  the  tarilF.  Is  it  possible  they  can  forget 
the  neglect  they  have  met  with,  the  supercilious 
scorn  that  they  have  encountered?  W^hen  the  states 
of  New-York,  New- Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois  shall,  at  the 
next  congress,  move  in  solid  column  to  claim  this 
equality,  as  they  surely  ivill  do, — will  they  not  obtain 
it?  That  congress  will  consist  of  212  members — 
the  states  named  will  have  ninety-seven  of  them,  and, 
after  the  next  census,  possess  a large,  decisive  ma- 
jority, without  counting,  in  either  case,  on  the  sup- 
port to  be  derived  from  other  slates  having  a 
common  interest;  with  them.  They  will  obtain 
equality  of  protection,  or  cut  loose  the  protection 
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aflbrded  to  otliers;  withdraw  the  diplomatic  ag’ents, 
by  refusing  appropriations,  keep  our  ships  in  dock, 
instead  of  manning  and  sending  them  to  the  Me- 
diterranean and  South  seas — saying,  “/er  commei'ce 
alone,  let  it  protect  itself.  It  is  all  the  same  to  us — it 
will  not  cost  us  any  more,  if  foreign  goods  are 
brought  hither  in  a foreign  vessel  than  in  an  Ame- 
rican one,  and  we  shall  get  rid  of  an  expenditure  of 
more  than  a million  and  a half  a year  by  suffering 
foreign  and  domestic  trade  to  regulate  itself.  An 
Knglish  agent  will  give  us  just  as  much  tor  our  pro- 
ducts as  an  American  merchant  will  do.  Britain 
will  take  the  trouble  of  clearing  the  sea  of  pirates 
— give  her  the  coasting  trade  and  she  will  defend 
it,  out  of  her  great  goodness  to  the  United  States!” 

The  grain-growers  cannot  desire  a monopoly — 
•■‘no  man  hateth  his  own  flesh;”  they  do  not  w'ish 
to  injure  themselves.  In  being  anxious  that  some 
support  should  be  given  to  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustry of  the  country,  they  seek  only  to  bring 
about  eyvcV/y.-  excluded  by  foreign  interests  from 
the  foreign  market,  they  would  create  and  support 
a market  at  home,  as  it  is  the  policy  of  all  nations 
to  do.  Even  Great  Hfitain,  though  the  greatest 
commercial  nation  ever  known,  always  keeps  a 
steady  eye  on  the  home  market.  Of  the  45  millions 
whicli  she  raises  in  taxes,  a little  more  than  an 
eighth  part,  onl}^,  is  produced  by  the  customs;  these 
are  used  by  her  as  they  should  be  by  all  nations, 
merely  to  balance  and  protect  the  domestic  labor, 
not  for  revenue  purposes;  and,  notwithstanding 
the  waste  and  prodigality  of  the  government,  its 
inordinate  ambition  and  desperate  tyranny,  her 
march  to  power  has  been  without  a parallel.  No 
branch  of  her  industry  is  left  to  protect  itself — yet 
lier  writers  and  people  modestly  tell  us  to  let  every 
thing  alone;  “throw  your  wheat  to  the  hogsand  buy 
our  broad  cloths!” 

It  is  F;,ally  strange  that  the  shipping  interest  of 
the  United  States,  built  up  and  existing  by  restnc- 
tio7ij  should  join  in  tliis  clamor  against  restriction 
for  the  benefit  of  the  growers  of  grain.  But  it  is 
too  much  the  practice  of  individuals  and  bodies  of 
men,  to  f'kich  down  the  ladder'^by  which  they  mount 
ed  to  eminence.  They  have  been  protected,  and 
are  protected,  to  the  extent  of  their  wishes — they 
are  satisfied;  and  those  who  are  dissatisfied  are 
“grumblers.”  Is  not  this  magnanimous.^  But  what 
an  uproar  should  we  have,  if  an  English  vessel  from 
Boston  was  permitted  to  an  entry  at  Baltimore, 
with  a cargo  of  cod-fish — or  even  allowed  to  trans- 
port British  goods  along  the  coast.?  Why,  it  would 
seem  as  if  the  world  were  coming  to  an  end,  so  great 
would  the  outrage  be  considered,  unless  redress 
was  promptly  made! 

There  is  one  and  one  only  item  of  manufacture 
what  can  be  regarded  as  protected,  that  is  of  cotton. 
And  what  has  been  the  consequence.?  As  restriction 
built  up  the  best  ships  in  the  world  and  manned 
them  by  the  best  people,  so  restriction  has  establish- 
ed the  cotton  manufacture  and  furnishes  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  with  cheaper  and  far  better 
goods  than  they  were  accustomed  to  import.  Is  it 
possible  to  believe  that  this  effect  belongs  exclu- 
sively to  the  manufacture  of  cotton?  Surely  not, 
or  common  sense  is  at  fault.  There  are  many  others 
on  which  the  same  operation  would  take  place,  even 
if  the  present  rate  of  exchange  were  assured.  But 
who  can  rely  upon  that,  and  will  invest  his  money 
on  the  hazard?  No  prudent  man  will  do  it,  and  so 
many  of  what  ought  to  be  tlie  most  productive 
branches  of  our  manufacture,  and  profitably  employ 
and  give  comfort  to  tens  of  tliousands  of  persons, 
do  not  exist,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  industrious 


people  are  put  into  difficulty  to  find  themselves  with 
bread— rather  rendered  consumers  than  producers 
of  the  national  weallli.  I can  speak  feelingly  on 
this  subject — accidental  circumstances  have  placed 
me  in  a condition  to  know  something  of  the  state 
of  the  laboring  classes,  and  it  is  with  a mournful 
conviction  of  the  truth,  I must  say,  that  the  real 
distress  now  prevailing  in  Baltimore  is  without  its 
parallel,  at  this  season  of  the  year.  What  will  be 
the  amount  of  it,  before  the  ensuing  winter  is  pas- 
sed, God  only  knows!  But  the  aggregate  is  looked 
to  with  fear  and  trembling.  Hundreds — perhaps, 
I might  say  thousands,  of  the  laboring  classes  have 
left  us,  seeking  subsistence — but  others  have  arriv- 
ed on  the  same  errand;  every  branch  of  business 
is  reduced  in  its  extent— the  mechanics,  in  general, 
do  not  employ  07ie  half  of  the  hands  that  they  did, 
and  the  industrious  poor  are  oppressed  that  reve- 
nue may  be  derived  from  the  products  of  foreign  la- 
bor, Our  poor  house  isfilled,  the  British  poor  houses 
may  be  kept  empty.  This  is  the  plain  practical 
eflect  of  the  operation,  though  the  loudest  cryer  of 
“let  us  alone”  will  liardly  avow  it.  And  though 
what  is  said  of  my  own  knowledge,  as  to  Balti- 
more, is  general — and,  though  the  American  people, 
through  real  or  acquired  wants,  are  suffering  mope 
than  they  ever  did  since  the  years  1784  or  1785,  we 
shall  soon  have  a grand  exhibit  of  the  prosperity 
of  the  national  treasury — be  told,  perhaps,  that  the 
general  government  can  meet  its  obligations  with, 
out  Q77y  further  ho7'rowi7ig3  of  money  to  pay  C7irrc7it 
expenses,  which  is  desirable  enough  in  itself,  though 
objectionable  as  to  the  maivxer  by  which  it  has  been 
accomplished.  But  it  is  useless  to  talk — it  is  pro- 
bable, that,  by  the  time  when  the  importations  of 
the  present  year  are  paid  for,  we  shall  feel  suffi- 
ciently to  “listen  to  reason.”  “Issachar  is  a strong 
ass**  yet  he  may  be  over-!)urthened;  and  his  back 
may  be  broken,  if  he  does  not  kick  off  the  oppres- 
sion. 

The  following  are  tlie  little  articles  that  gave  rise 
to  the  preceding  remarks: 

The  Liverpool  JMerexav  contains  the  following 
paragraph,  copied  from  the  British  Luminary,  on 
the  American  navy. 

“Tliere  is  at  this  moment  a 74  gun  ship,  the 
Franklin,  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  in  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
looking  after  the  interests  of  the  American  mer- 
chants in  Chili  and  Peru.  Of  this  ship  an  intelli- 
gent friend  of  ours  at  Valparaiso  writes  thus: — 
‘The  Franklin  is  commanded  by  com.  Stewart,  who 
has  his  wife  with  him,  a handsome  and  well  educat- 
ed accomplished  woman;  she  plays  on  the  harp,  and 
speaks  the  f’rench,  Spanish  and  Italian  languages, 
both  fluently  and  correctly.  The  ship  is  in  high  or- 
der— has  70Q  men  on  board,  who  have  a library  for 
their  use;  consisting  of  about  a thousand  volumes. 
The  captain  has  700  volumes  in  his  cabin,  which  i.s 
exquisitely  fitted  up  and  beautifully  furnished. 
Here,  then,  we  see  sailors,  who  are  freemen,  submit- 
ting to  the  strictes  discipline;  here  we  see  what  was 
never  before  seen  or  heard  of,  and  what  will  never 
be  seen  or  heard  of,  except  on  board  a ship  man- 
ned by  freemen — a library  of  books  for  the  men;  .Tn 
arrangement  in  many  respects  utterly  incompatible 
with  a crew  composed  of  pressed  men,  or  men  who 
have  entered  from  fear  of  the  pressging;  men  who 
have  liad  no  )iand  in  settling  the  terms  on  which 
they  shall  serve,  and  whose  term  of  service  de- 
pends wholly  on  the  will  and  pleasure  of  those  who 
compel  them  to  serve.” 

The  following  remark  Is  added  by  the  editors  of 
the  Mercury — 
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Our  readers  will  recollect  the  jcdces  of  Mr.  Can- 
1 ii;g  about  this  sanie  American  navy,  and  their 
of  striped  bunting.’*  We  have  a notion  that 
we  .shall  hear  no  more  of  such  sneers  from  the 
right  honorable  gentleinan,  since  it  is  a matter  of 
public  notoriety,  that,  whilst  his  “big  red  lion”  has 
been  asleep  Itn  isli  merchant  ships  have  found 
prciteclion  ifom  pirates  under  this  identical  “strip- 
ed bunting.” 

Hussta  asd  Bhitaix.  We  see  many  extracts 
tioni  tlie  British  papers,  some  from  tlie  Lon- 
don “Courier,”  that  a-'ound  with  sullen  or  malig- 
nant remarks  on  the  proceedings  or  supposed  de- 
-signs  of  the  emperor  Alexander,  who  is  intimated 
to  v'.onsider  himself  “the  autocrat  of  Europe  as 
well  as  of  Ru.ss:a.”  This  is  what  every  rellecting 
man  lias  long  been  looking  for — it  is  the  natural 
course  of  things,  tliat  he  should  ieel  his  importance 
and  act  on  that  feeling  for  liis  own  aggrandize- 
.ment  It  is  stated  that,  when  Napoleon  surrender- 
ed himself  to  the  British  in  1815,  he  said  “you  have 
been  guilty  of  a great  mistake — you  afiected  to 
figiU  against  my  aaibition,  whilst  you  should  have 
joined  me  in  my  endeavors  to  check  the  ambition 
of  a power,  which  you  will  feel  when  you  will  be 
unable  to  remedy  the  evil.”  It  is  said  also  that  the 
marquis  Wellesley,  from  the  same  considerations, 
pronounced  the  victory  at  Waterloo  “an  unfortu- 
nate battle  for  England;”  as  having  put  down  a 
power  that  she  might  have  controlled,  and  set  up 
a power  that  she  would  be  unable  to  control.’*  The 
iV.  itish  now'  appear  to  be  soinewhat  sensible  of  the 
“mistake”  that  they  nnade;  but  the  proceeding  was 
in  exact  conformity  with  their  previous  conduct. 
If  tliey  had  “kept  themselves  snug,”  and  not  have 
interfered  wdlh  the  affairs  of  France  and  the  con- 
tinent generally,  NapoU  on  would  never  have  ar 
rived  at  the  dominion  he  attained;  but,  having  rais 
ed  idrn  to  the  most  elevated  point,  through  a mise 
rable  policy,  they  ran  to  the  other  extreme  to  put 
him  down  by  raising  up  Alexander,  who  is  nearly 
untangible  to  them,  let  1dm  do  what  he  pleases,  and 
capable  of  rendering  them  more  harm  than  Napoleon 
was.  lie  modified  his  tarilf  some  time  ago,  to  pro- 
mote a liome  market  and  protect  the  domestic  in- 
dustry of  his  mighty  empire — and,  whether  it  is 
that  the  British  are  offended  because  he  will  not 
allow  his  people  to  be  tributarie.s  to  them  for 
threads  and  calicoes^  or  from  a well  founded  jea- 
lousy at  the  march  of  his  ambition, we  cannot  tell — 
for  Britain  is  quite  as  sensitive  about  an  affair  of 
tapes  and  bobbins  as  of  national  honor,  separated 
from  a direct  pecuniary  profit.  This  may  be 
thought  a hard  saying  by  some— but  the  justice  of 
it  is  completely  exemplified  in  the  case  of  their  con- 
duct to  Napoleon  himself.  Their  government  had 
made  a treaty  with  him,  and  ratified  it,  as  the  first 
consul  or  ruler  of  France— by  that  of  Chatillon,  he 
had  been  acknowledged  emperor;  and  France  was 
established  a strong  nation,  not  only  as  a free  and 
indep.^adent  power,  but  as  a chief  power  of  the 
\yorld-!-yet  w'hen  Napoleon  surrendered  himself, 
as  any  one  defeated  by  battle  is  presumed  to  have 
a right  to  do,  to  be  received  as  a prisoner  of  war 
according  to  the  usage  of  civilized  nations,  he  was 
not  permitted  to  touch  British  ground,  but  transfer- 
red  to  a rock,  and  there  chained,  as  it  were,  with 
the  manifest  design  of  taking  his  life.  The  laws  of 
of  Great  Britain  were  trampled  under  foot,  that  that 
man  might  be  oppressed  - by  these  laws,  a vessel 
of  war,  within  the  range  of  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  a 
county,  is  subject  thereto:  but  such  process  wasre- 
bisUd  by  force,  and  every  civil  officer  denied  ad- 


mittance to  his  priiion,  a 74  gun  ship.  'I’lie  despica- 
ble ministry  would  not  sufler  liim  to  U.id,  because 
they  feared  that  their  utmost  power  would  l)o  iu- 
suflicient  to  retain  him  as  a captive,  nndev  the  Ur:  t 
and feelimrs  nf  Knglund — and  so  they  violuted  not 
only  every  accepted  principle  of  honor  and  hospi- 
tality, but  their  own  institutions,  about  t’ne  excellency 
of  which  they  prate  so  mucli,  and  hold  up  for  tin; 
example  of  nations.  A more  outrageous  act  of  per- 
sonal violence  never  was  commit  ed,  and  there  is  no 
Englishman  that  will  approve  it — no  one  has  at- 
Lempteti  to  justify  it,  except  on  tlie  plea  oi'  neces.:Ui' 
a piea  of  tyrants,  that  will  justify  aiijj  thing  in  those 
having  power  to  enforce  it.  After  liis  surrender, 
they  called  Napoleon  “'general” — us  a gene  cd  m 
France;  they  macle  peace  with  France,  bu’  g-«v.j  no  - 
up  the  “general”  to  France, ei  : t ■ us  a feh-n  oi‘  as  a 
prisoner  of  war.  If  I.c'-mh  !iad  reallg  been  king  of 
lie  F.'-  ri'o  , be  would  have  demanded  him:  this  was 
due  to  himself  as  a sovereign  prince,  and  the  nation 
as  an  independent  power.  Suppose  that,  by  any 
means,  before  the  proclamation  of  peace  witli 
Great  Britain,  Axurew  Jacksox  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  military  force  of  tliat  country, 
and  had  been  retained  a prisoner  after  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  was  known  to  the  British  autho- 
rities— wliat  would  irave  been  ovir  feelings  on  the 
subject?  Who  would  have  blamed  one  of  his  gal- 
lant 'I'ennesseans  for  directing  liis  unerring  rifle  at 
the  “right  eye”  of  even  the  “Lord’s  anointed”  as 
he  now  is  called,  or  of  doing  to  Castlereagh*  that 
act  of  justice  which  he  has  rendered  on  himself? 
Two  wrongs  do  not  make  a right — but,  if  war  is 
allowable,  it  establishes  the  principle  of  retaliatiou 
and  justifies  a resistance  of  violence  by  violence — 
of  force  by  force.  If  .Iackson  had  done  wrong,  it 
was  our  light  to  judge  and  punish  him  as  a ^general** 
in  our  service — but  this  is  self-evident;  and  the 
treatment  of  Napoleon  deserves  and,  I hope,  will 
meet  with  its  avenger,  even  through  Alexander, 
who  was  the  apparent  tool,  but  the  real  master  of 
British  policy — whose  character  we  now  regard  as 
one  of  the  worst  of  the  bad,  as  a conniver  at  the 
murder  of  his  own  father,  whose  death  was  foretold 
in  London^  as  his  own  inav  sfireJy  be,  unless  he  sur- 
rounds  himself  by  the  affections  of  his  people  as 
Napoleon  did,  who  thereby  avoided  many  deliber- 
ate plans  to  assassinate  him. 

The  “holy  alliance”  which  Alexander  is  now  at 
the  head  of— -(a  conspiracy  of  villains  against  Hea- 
ven’s own  ordinances,  granting  free  will  and  impos- 
ing consequent  responsibility  on  the  human  race), 
upholding  the  doctrine  of  legitimacy,  cannot  sanc- 
tion the  murder  of  Paul;  nor  is  there  any  rule,  divine 
or  human,  to  palliate  the  conduct  of  the  son,  “the 
magnanimous  Alexander,”  for  aiding  in,  conniving 
at,  or  sanctioning  Vh©  base  assassination  of  his  fa- 
ther. “Vengeance  is  mine,  saith  the  Lonn,  I will 
repay  it,”  and  it  will  come  in  Mis  time  and  Hi.s 
way.  This  abominable  band,  for  whom 

— • “what  wish  can  prosper  or  vviiat  prayer, 

“i'07’  merchants  rich  in  cargoes  of  despair; 

“Who  drive  a loathsome  traffic— gauge  and  span, 

'^And  trade  in  muscles  and  the  bones  of  man”— 

will  be  dissolved;  and  the  agents  of  it  be  con- 


*There  are  not  a few  who  believe  that  the  con- 
duct of  this  man  to  Napoleon,  given  to  history  by 
Dr.  O’Meara’s  “Voice  from  St.  Helena”  was  the 
real  cause  of  his  self  execution — and  of  all  the  men 
at  his  command,  Castlereagh  could  not  have  select- 

ed two  persons  better  fitted  for  brutal  force  or  the 
mean  exercise  of  power,  than  admiral  Cockbuvn 
and  sir  Hudson  Lor:". 
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sig'ned  to  the  indignatioo  and  pums'.inieiit  of  an 
outrag-ed  world — unpitied,  iinfoi  J^iven! 

Tlie  following  narrative  ofll.c  murder  of  the  em- 
peror Paul  is  introduced,  that  some  m.‘V  heller  un 
tlersland  our  allusiotis  to  that  event — he  was  a had 
man  and  a fool;  hut  these  are  qualities  inosl  ic 
spected  in  the  '■^'unUj  alliance,”  and  woidtl  have  en- 
titled him  to  the  pre  s'.ilency  of  the  board  of  con- 
sj)iralors,  if  he  had  lived,  instead  of  liis  peace-lov- 
ing, unambitious  and  religi;-ns  son.  [l>y  tlie  hye,  I 
liave  much  in, patience  to  hear  wluit  certain  persons 
in  the  United  Stales  will  say  of  Ale:.ander,  ij  the 
llnqliih  (ih'tuiil  quurrtl 

From  the  Jiulliniore  Feu'ci  nl  (Jiizetle. 

Lord  Iloilund,  in  a late  sptecii  before  tlie  house 
of  peers,  makes  some  very  severe  remarks  oti  toe 
present  c mperor  of  Uu.s.sia.  Al  ter  speaking- of  the 
violent  dc-atlj  to  which  every  Czar,  since  tlie  death 
of  Peter  the  gre-at,  seems  to  have  been  pr^dcslmed, 
he  observes,  liiat  \,lex:inder  himscll  sits  on  a throne 
weltering  in  the  blood  of  his  father;  and  insinuates 
tliat  his  present  m;i  j"sty’s  ccmluct  towards  the  un- 
fortunate Paul,  was  such  as  to  give  rise  to  tite  most 
unfavorable  suspicions.  \.s  tlie  ciicurnstance  of  that 
emperor’s  tnigicad  end  are  not  generally  known,  I 
will  present  before  the  public  some  details  collect- 
ed from  conversatin  and  periodical  works,  paiti- 
cularly  that  valuable  emporium  of  ki.ovi/ledge,  the 
lii b holheque  llistoriqne . 

(3n  the  deatli  of  Catharine  II.  Paul  gave  reins  to 
Ills  Wild  and  disorderly  jnissions,  which  had  been 
fettered  down  by  his  mother  during  her  lifetime; 
but,  even  in  the  riot  of  Ids  cisuruers,  one  could 
discern  a mind  which  would  have  done  honor  to  the 
throne,  had  it  been  more  carel'ully  cultivated.  “At 
length,  (says  I)e  Staei),  his  passions  encompassed 
him  on  all  sides,  like  liie  serpents  of  I.aocoon” — 
like  Nero,  he  finally  threw  ofl  all  re.stiuint,  anda]) 
peareil  in  tiie  nakedness  of  despoli.-mi,  w'liicb  is,  at 
best,  but  an  organized  anarchy — it  may,  for  a tune, 
envelope  anarchy  iu  its  hideous  veil,  but  the  latter 
will  soon  shew  her  face  in  “Gorgon  horrors  clad.” 
Paul  had  by  him  a list  of  proscriptions;  like  Domi- 
tion,  he  resolved  to  let  no  one  live  near  him,  of 
whose  fidelity  he  had  the  slightest  suspicion; 

“Aiul  where  hu  frown  of  hatred  hardly  fell, 

“Hope,  withering  fled,  and  mercy  cried  farewell!” 

M.  de  Pahlen  was  then  prime  minister  of  Russia; 
he  was  the  servile  instrument  of  this  emperor’s 
passions— but  this  modern  Sejanus  at  length  sus- 
pected  that  his  own  name  was  on  the  fatal  proscrip 
tion  list.  He  conferred  with  the  grand  duke,  Alex- 
ander, on  the  measures  to  be  adopted,  and  he  found 
him  but  too  ready  to  listen  to  his  overtures;  a con- 
spiracy was  formed  to  dethrone  the  emperor,  and 
the  night  of  the  23d  March,  1801,  was  fixed  on  for 
the  accomplishment  of  their  traitorous  designs. 

Paul  had  retired  to  his  chamber  in  the  Palais  Mi- 
chei,  an  impregnable  fortress,  flanked  with  bas- 
tions—none  but  Pahlen  knew  the  outlets,  trap- 
doors  and  “passages  that  lead  to  nothing”— by 
which  human  contrivance  had  secured  his  majesty 
from  intrusion.  The  assassins  collected  by  the 
traitorous  minister,  were  about  sixty  in  number, 
and  had  all  been  well  plied  with  wine — Uenixen 
and  Subow,  (the  last  favorite  of  the  voluptuous 
Catharine),  commanded  the  horde.  After  some  dif- 
ficulty they  made  their  way  to  the  emperor’s  bed 
chamber;  but,  to  the  consternation  of  Subow,  Paul 
had  left  his  bed.  He  had  concealed  himself  behind 
a screen,  where  he  remained  almost  motionless  with 
fear  “Sire,”  exclaimed  the  traitor,  “you  are  a 
prisoner,  by  order  of  the  emperor  Alexander — you 
bad  better  make  no  resistance,  as  your  life  would 


bt  endangeied.”  “What  Iiave  I done  io  df serve 
this  treatment,”  said  P.iiil.  “You  have  been  7wnr- 
lyriziuq^n^  for  tlie  last  four  years,”  answered  one  of 
the  niflians. 

During  the  scene,  the  grand  dukes,  with  their 
wives,  were  in  an  apartment  immediniely  beloio\.y\e\v 
father’s,  where  they  waited  to  learn  the  issue  of 
the  conspiracy.  A party  of  desperadoe.s,  headed 
by  prince  Tutchwill,  (who  was  extremely  intoxi- 
cated), now  entered  the  imperial  room;  some  of  the 
conspiratois,  less  ferocious  than  the  rest,  were  for 
sparing  their  master;  hut  Tatchwlll’s  horde  insist, 
ed  ca  disputching  him: 

••The  longings  of  rhe!C.inihaI  aiise, 

“(  Although  theyspolie  not),  in  their  wolfish  eyes.” 

1 he  prince  threw  himself  on  tiie  unfortunate  mo- 
narch, and,  in  lus  fall  with  him,  threw  down  and 
extinguished  the  lamp;  the  remaining  scene  <if  mid- 
night horror  was  passed  in  the  dark.  Uenixen  left 
the  room  in  search  of  a candie — when  he  came 
back,  he  found  Paul  lying  dead  on  tiie  floor.  I lie 
niflians  had  strangled  him  by  means  of  a scarf.  He 
made  but  a feeble  resistance,  being  paralized  with 
fear;  he  only  passed  his  hand  between  ins  neck  and 
tlie  scarf,  and  cried  out,  “Gentlemen,  for  heaven’s 
sake  spare  me!  Give  me  but  time  to  make  my  peace 
with  (lod!”  “Go  make  it  with  the  devil!”  exclaim- 
ed one  ( t lhe  inhuman  monsters,  as  he  stopped  tiie 
breath  of  his  victim. 

Immediately  after  this  murder,  t^ie  empress  and 
grand  duke  quarrelled  about  their  respective  riylus^ 
before  death  bad  sjiread  its  freezing  coldm  ss  over 
the  monarcli’s  corpse!  The  empress  wished  to  act 
the  part  of  Catharine  H.  over  again,  and  insisted 
that,  since  she  iiad  been  crowned,  allegiance  was 
due  to  her  alone  At  length  Pahlen  hurried  oft* 
Alexander  to  receive  the  oaths  of  fidelity  from  the 
grand  dignitaries  of  the  empire,  and  the  empress 
mother  was  persuaded  to  give  up  her  pretensions 
ill  favor  of  her  son.  In  tl;e  interim,  the  report  was 
circulated  that  Paul  had  suddenly  died  of  an  apo- 
plexy. Even,  (but  this  is  “hypocrisy  to  the  very 
devil”),  even  they  caused  his  body  to  be  opened,  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  his  death!  Paul  was  exposed 
fifteen  days  on  a bed  of  state,  and  at  length  he  was 
entombed  with  his  fathers,  with  the  “pomp  and 
glorious  circumstance”  usual  on  such  occasions.  I 
have  one  fact  to  add  to  all  tliese  soul  harrowing  de*« 
tails — not  one  of  the  emperor’s  assassins  lias  suffer- 
ed the  punishment  due  to  traitors;  and  the  Sejaima, 
who  instigated  the  murder,  lives  in  ease  and  aiflu- 
ence! 

If  any  one  reflects  on  these  speaking  facts,  and 
afterwards  can  envy  “the  boast  of  heraldry  and  the 
pomp  of  power,”  he  little  knows  how  happy  is  hi3 
lot  compared  to  that  of  the  fortunate  wretch,  whose 
situation  he  sighs  after. 

Tobacco.  The  following  is  given  as  the  amount 
of  Tobacco  exported  from  the  United  States  in  the 
year  ending  30th  September,  1822; 


Boston 

4,409 

New  York  . 

7,581 

Philadelphia 

. . . 3,615 

Baltimore 

. . . 19,858 

George  Town  . 

4,148 

^Alexandria 

5,941 

Petersburg 

. 12,467 

Richmond 

. 12,131 

New  Orleans 

7,897 

Other  ports 

4,729 
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The  Bhitish  vxyY^from  late  English  papers.  Ac- 
cording to  the  quarterly  returns  up  to  the  25lh 
Sept,  the  total  number  of  vessels  of  war  is  609— 
included  in  that  number  are  84  ships,  &c.  now  build- 
ing  in  dilferent  dock-yards  by  order  of  government. 
The  following  is  a classification  of  the  84  ships,  &c. 
now  building: 

Ships  of  120  guns,  the  Neptune,  Prince  Regent, 

Royal  George  and  St.  George  4 


110  guns,  the  London  and  Princess 
Charlotte,  2 

86  guns,  the  Formidable  1 

84  guns  4 

80  guns  6 

74  guns  1 

60  guns  4 

46  guns  26 

28  guns  11 

18  guns  4 

16  guns  1 

10  guns  13 

Yachts,  Bombs,  &c.^  7 


Total  ships,  &c.  now  building  84 
Of  these  ships,  there  are  4 building  at  Bombay, 
and  those  are  ships  that  are  on  a grand  scale,  name- 
ly, the  Asia,  84  guns;  the  Bombay,  84  guns;  the 
Madagascar,  64  guns,  and  the  Manilla,  46  guns. 
The  other  ships  and  vessels  are  building  in  FiOg- 
lish  dock  yards,  viz.  Plymouth,  Portsmouth,  Wool- 
wich, Chatham,  Pembroke,  Deptford,  &c. 


Turnpike  RoAns.  An  English  paper  states  that 
the  annual  income  of  all  the  turnpike  roads  in  Scot- 
land is  129,635^;  the  total  debt,  1,124,273^.;  the  an- 
nual expenditure,  152,820/.;  the  excess  of  expen- 
diture, 6,671/ ; the  interest,  140,826/.;  and  the  to- 
tal number  of  miles  of  turnpike  roads  in  Scotland, 
completed  and  not  completed,  3,611. 

The  following  roads  in  England  afford  a remarka- 
ble contrast:— 

Gloceslershire— 897  miles  road;  annual  income, 
51,558/.;  income  per  mile,  572/.;  amount  of  debt, 
212,509/.;  debt  per  mile,  236/.;  annual  expenditure, 
31,494/.;  expenditure  per  mile,  35/.;  excess  of  in- 
come, 19,754/.;  interest  of  debt,  4,346/.; 

Middlesex,  which  we  belive  includes  London  and 
its  vicinity,  north  of  the  Thames,  157  miles  road; 
annual  income,  95,545/.;  income  per  mile,  608/.; 
amount  of  debt,  18.5,475/.;  debt  per  mile,  118/,;  an- 
nual expenditure,  66,050/.;  expenditure  per  mile, 
548/.;  excess  of  income,  9,495/.;  interest  of  debt, 
1,802/. 


FOREIGN  NEWS. 

France.  The  National  Gazette  says — We  were 
stnick  with  the  following  article  in  the  Paris  Jour, 
nal  des  Dcbais.  It  implies  a complete  vassalage  of 
the  business  of  bookselling  to  the  ministry.  “The 
bookstore  of  Mr.  Correard,  which  was  shut  yester- 
day by  order  of  police,  by  virtue  of  the  ordinance 
of  the  king,  withdrawing  from  him  his  privilege  as 
bookseller,  was  opened  again  th;s  morning.  I'his 
afternoon,  at  four  o'clock,  the  commissary  of  po- 
lice, accompanied  by  several  gen  d’armes,  presented 
himself  anew,  and,  after  having  remained  several 
hours  preparing  a process  verbal,  caused  the  store 
to  be  shut  up  a second  time.  Notwithstanding  the 
great  numbers  of  people  always  assembled  at  the 
Palais  Royal,  in  the  evening,  every  thing  remained 
in  perfect  quiet.” 

Spain.  Captain  Alvey,  an  American,  has  reached 
London  from  Madrid,  bearing  despatches  from  Mr. 
Forsyth,  cur  minister  in  Spain,  though  robbed  of 


some  of  his  papers  by  the  soldiers  of  the  “army  of 
the  faith,”  and  otherwise  ill-uscd  by  them.  He 
speaks  of  them  as  bands  of  smugglers,  convicts  and 
priests,  who  commit  the  most  horrid  and  deliberate 
murders.  He  says  that  the  apostolic  troops,  on  a 
certain  occasion,  havi.ng  made  thirteen  constitu- 
tionalists prisoners,  commenced  the  work  of  death 
by  putting  out  an  eye  of  each,  that  they  then  took 
olfone  joint  from  each  linger;  after  this  they  cut 
out  the  tongue,  and,  in  mercy,  closed  their  lives  by 
beating  out  their  brains  with  the  but-end  of  a mus- 
ket! He  found  at  Bayonne  three  archbishops,  each 
accompanied  by  a suit  of  friars,  8cc.  buying  up  arms 
and  seducing  all  they  could  to  enter  Spain  and  mur- 
der the  people  thereof— for  the  good  of  the  faith! 
We  trust  that  they  will  m.eet  with  a suitable  re- 
ward for  their  zeal — the  holy  zeal  of  the  “holy  alli- 
ance.” 

The  sitting  of  the  extraordinary  cortes  commenc- 
ed on  the  8th  of  October.  An  official  letter,  from 
the  war  department,  was  read,  stating  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  military  establishment  of  51,000  infan- 
try and  6,500  cavalry,  and  requesting  that  the  cor- 
tes  would  decree  an  increase  of  37,956  of  the  for- 
mer, and  7,637  of  the  latter.  This  increase,  it  was 
contended,  was  necessary  for  the  consolidation  of 
the  constitutional  system.  The  letter  was  referred 
to  the  committee  of  v.^ar. 

An  official  letter  was  read  from  the  department 
of  finance,  stating  that,  in  taking  into  consideration 
the  arrears  of  the  public  funds,  which  caused  a de- 
ficit of  352  millions,  (^^3,960,000  sterling),  and  that 
the  government  had  to  attend  to  highly  important 
obligations,  for  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  add 
to  the  estimate  the  sum  of  432  millions,  (if4, 860,000 
sterling),  the  cortes  ought  to  decree  the  necessary 
measures  for  collecting  these  sums,  of  which  the 
government  was  in  want,  in  order  to  carry  on  the 
public  service. 

JVaples,  Some  of  the  persons  lately  executed  for 
having  taking  a part  in  the  revolutionary  proceed- 
ings, were  denied  Christian  burial,  because  they 
would  not  confess  to,  and  have  confidence  in,  the 
priests  of  the  king  who  condemned  them  to  death. 

Greece,  There  are  sundry  rumors,  (but  as  yet 
only  rumors),  that  the  Greeks  are  doing  badly— 
that  their  cause  is  desperate.  But  particulars  are 
not  stated  and  we  have  hope  that  the  rumors  are 
not  true. 

Mexico  appears  distracted  by  an  extensive  civil 
war.  The  emperor  is  not  seated  on  a bed.  of  roses. 
If  he  maintains  the  throne,  he  must  establish  it  by 
blood.  Gen.  Victoria,  at  Xalapa,  and  apparently  at 
the  head  of  a strong  force,  still  upholds  the  banner 
of  liberty — -lie  contends  for  a republican  govern- 
ment, and  we  must  wish  him  success. 

Gen.  Dai’illa,  having  retired  from  the  command 
of  the  castle  at  A'era  Cruz,  the  new  governor,  seek- 
ing “reputation  even  at  the  cannon’s  mouth,”  re- 
solved to  attack  tiie  city.  He  did  so,  and  was  com- 
pletely defeated,  with  the  loss  of  200  men.  The 
battle  was  fought  in  the  streets.  Thus  the  q%iasi 
peace  that  prevailed  between  the  royalists  in  the 
castle  and  the  imperiallsls  in  the  city,  has  been  bro- 
ken, and  open  war  may  be  expected. 

We  have  procured,  (says  the  Charleston  Cou- 
rier), a translation  of  the  following  eloquent  me- 
morial, from  the  Havana  Notocioso  of  the  28th  ult. 
Memorial,  addressed  to  Iturbide,  by  the  chief  of  the 
province  of  New  Santandeo,  the  council  and  peo- 
ple of  Soto  de  la  Marina,  and  the  officers  and 
troops  composing  the  militia  of  said  province. 
Sire — 'Mie  chief  of  the  province  of  New  Santan- 
deo, the  qouncil  and  people  of  Soto  de  la  Marina, 
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and  the  officers  and  troops,  composing-  the  militia 
of  said  province,  asseinliled:  Penetrated  with  the 
deepest  regret  at  the  measures  so  oppressive  to 
the  liberties  of  the  nation,  which  the  government 
of  your  imperial  majesty  has  thought  fit  to  execute 
in  the  most  scandalous  manner,  and  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  our  most  sacred  rights;  and  the  ministry 
besides,  by  their  artifices  and  intrigues,  proving 
clearly  that  tiiey  are  sold  to  the  partizans  of  the 
Spanish  government,  in  order  to  dis-unite  and  de- 
stroy us— present  to  your  imperial  majesty,  with 
all  the  dignity  of  freemen,  this  memorial  of  our 
complaints  and  grievances,  and  our  astonishment  at 
the  imprisonment  of  the  worthy  deputies  to  the 
sovereign  congress,  by  winch  act  the  national  re- 
presentation has  been  reduced  to  a mere  nullity. 

V/hat,  sire!  does  your  imperial  majesty  so  soon 
forget  the  sacred  oath  you  took  in  congress!*  Tltere 
your  majesty  protested,  in  the  must  solemn  manner, 
before  (iod  and  man,  tliat,  above  all, you  w'ould  in- 
violably respect  the  political  liberties  of  the  nation, 
and  of  each  individual  in  particular.  How,  sire, 
does  this  accord  with  the  annihilation  of  congress, 
the  imprisonments  effected  in  the  capital  and  pro- 
vinces, of  men  distinguished  for  their  patriotism  and 
love  of  liberty?  These  enormities  are  excused,  it  is 
true,  under  the  specious  veil  of  subversion  of  differ- 
ence of  opinion  and  overthrow  of  the  state;  but,  sire, 
where  is  this  subversion  and  difference  of  opinion 
truly  to  be  found?  It  is  in  the  ministry,  wliose  in- 
terests are  incompatible  with  those  of  the  nation — 
’Tis  the  ministry,  sire,  who  are  ambitious  of  go- 
verning in  your  name,  without  submitting  them- 
selves to  any  rule  or  responsibility.  Their  object 
is  to  assume  all  the  power  in  their  own  Ivands,  and 
to  exercise  a tyrannical  despotism.  They  wish,  in 
short,  to  alienate  your  majesty  from  the  people,  de- 
monstrating that  your  interests  are  different,  when, 
m fact,  they  are  perfectly  identified  with  each  other. 

Sire,  we  do  not  pretend  to  establish  new  forms, 
nor  of  deviating,  in  the  smaHest  degree,  from  those 
already  sanctioned.  We  wish  that  the  laws  do  go- 
vern, and  not  mere  caprice;  that  government 
have  our  happiness  for  its  end,  not  their  own  ag- 
grandizement. We  wish  to  impress  upon  your  ma 
jesty,  that  we  are  not  guided  by  a revolutionary  and 
innovating  spirit,  but,  on  the  contrary,  by  the  most 
ardent  desire  for  the  welfare  of  our  country.  We 
have  sworn  to  a limited  monarchical  constitutional 
government,  and  far  from  us  the  intention  of  alter 
ing  or  attacking  it;  but  we  are  anxious  that  it  may 
not  degenerate  into  an  absolute  monarchy.  We  re- 
quire that  your  majesty  comply  with  your  oath,  and 
no  more. 

In  conformity  with  this  resolution,  which  we  have 
adopted,  and  sworn  to  maintain,  sacrificing,  if  ne- 
cessary, our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  whatever  we 
hold  most  dear  upon  earth,  we  therefore  supplicate 
your  majesty: — 

1st.  To  be  pleased  to  order  the  immediate  re- 
lease of  the  deputies  to  congress,  arrested  on  the 
night  of  the  26th  of  August,  and  all  those  subsequent 
to  that  date. 

2d.  That  congress  meet  at  a place  of  their  select- 
ing, and  where  they  may  deliberate  with  absolute 
freedom. 

3d.  That  the  present  ministry  be  deposed,  and 
tried  according  to  law. 

4th.  That  all  military  tribunals  of  public  safety 
be  extinguished  and  suppressed,  wherever  they 
are  already  established. 

5th.  Also,  that  every  individual,  in  Mexico  and 
the  provinces,  imprisoned  on  suspicion,  and  in  con- 
sequence of  the  circular  of  tlie  first  secretary  of 


state,  dated  on  the  27th  of  the  said  month,  of  Au- 
gust, be  liberated:  those  wlio  may  be  convicted  of 
any  crime,  to  be  tried  according  lo  law,  and  by  the 
competent  tribunals;  and  lastly,  that  the  fundamen- 
tal laws  that  we  have  adopted  for  the  time  being,  be 
observed. 

If,  (which  God  forbid),  your  majesty  should  re- 
ject these  just  petitions,  the  demon  of  evil  and  dis- 
cord will  lower  on  t!ie  desolated  empire  of  Ana- 
huac,  and  we  shall  be  plunged  in  a war,  whose  only 
object  shall  ever  be  for  the  sacred  cause  of  our 
freedom.  We,  at  least,  and  all  this  province  ut' 
New  Santandeo,  faithful  to  our  oaths,  and  devoted  to 
the  cause  of  liberty,  will  sooner  die  a glorious 
death  in  tiie  field  of  honor,  than  bow  our  necks  lo 
fierce  despotism.  \Ve  liave  taken  up  arms,  not 
against  3 our  niajesi}',  but  against  those  who,  abus- 
ing your  name,  wish  to  enslave  us  in  irons  still  hea- 
vier ihan  those  vve  have  just  rent  asunder;  and  we 
shall  not  lay  them  aside  until  we  have  seen  our  con- 
gress liberuted,  yourself  freed  from  the  insidious 
snares  wiiich  llie  vile  and  designing  are  laying  out 
to  your  m.  jesty,  to  ruin  both  you  and  the  nation; 
but,  abov-  all,  to  rescue  the  latter  from  the  evils 
with  whiuh  11  is  llireatened.  Sire,  it  is  in  your  pow- 
er to  avoiu  i);  let  posterity  say,  tiiat  the  great  Au- 
gustine tiie  first,  twice  saved  tlie  Mexican  nation. 

And,  wlnist  your  memorialists  take  into  consider- 
ation what  we  iiave  exposed,  we  shall  not  permit 
Don  i'edru  Jose  Lanuza,  who  came  for  the  purpose, 
to  taice  tile  command  of  the  province.  We  do  not 
wisn  to  be  under  ins  command,  neither  for  the  pre- 
sent nor  for  the  future.  We  approve  of  the  pre- 
sent cniei;  Ins  v irtues  and  patriotism  entitle  himlo 
your  confidence;  and  we  sfiall  suffer  no  other  to 
command  us,  until  we  see  our  freedom  secured. 
Neither  shall  we  allow  any  foreign  troops  to  enter 
the  province.  If  any'  should  attempt  it,  by  force  of 
arms,  without  listening  to  the  voice  of  that  reason 
and  justice,  whicii  prompt  us  to  apply  to  your  ma- 
jesty'^,  as  the  father  of  his  people,  we  sliall  oppose 
them  with  arms;  whilst  we,  on  our  side,  do  not  wish 
the  effusion  of  blood,  unless  we  be  forced  to  repel 
force  by  force,  state,  we  shall  always  observe  the 
rights  of  war  and  men,  regretting,  eternally,  the 
blood  of  our  brethren,  which  we  may  be  forced  lo 
si  led. 

May  it  please  the  Almighty  to  enlighten  your 
majesty  in  the  resolutions  which  you  may  adopt, 
and  to  carefully  preserve,  for  many  years,  your  pre- 
cious life,  for  our  own  liappiness. 

Soto  de  la  Marina,  26th  Sept.  1822:  second  of 
the  independence. 

[//ere  follo-w  the  nmiics.] 


llussian  State  Paper. 

The  following  modest  exposition  of  the  design.s,  Zac. 
of  tlie  emperor  of  Russia,  was  published,  by  au- 
thority, at  St.  Petersburg,  on  the  28tli  Aug. 

His  majesty,  the  emperor,  set  out  for  Czarske- 
jesela,  on  the  l6th  of  this  month,  to  go,  first,  to  the 
capital  of  his  kingdom  of  Poland,  then  to  Vienna, 
and  afterwards  to  Verona.  This  journey  is  to  be 
considered  as  a sacrifice  made  by  the  emperor  for 
the  good  of  Europe.  Ilis  great  empire  constantly 
needs  him,  and  the  (certainly  not  common)  ties 
which,  in  Itussia,  attach  the  sovereign  to  the  coun- 
try and  the  people  to  the  sovereign,  would  not  al- 
low of  a long  absence  without  grounds  of  tliis  im- 
portant kind;  yet  his  majesty  will  be  absent  several 
months.  Nay,  his  faiiiifui  people  is  prepared  not 
to  see  him  return  till  the  manifold  and  complicated 
interests,  which  hat^e  been  rendered  important  by 
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so  many  confiicting  rvents,  shall  have  been  discus 
sed  and  adjusted  to  the  general  satisfaction. 

The  emperor  has  aright  to  expect  from  the  Eu- 
ropean public,  that  it  shall  sincerely  acknowledge 
liis  upright  endeavors  to  pi'eserve  the  peace  of  our 
pan  of  the  world,  consequently  the  undisturbed 
welfare  of  millions  of  families;  for  his  majesty,  ever 
since  the  commencement  of  his  great  political  ca- 
reer, has  shewn  no  otlier  wishes,  and  followed  no 
other  system,  than  to  secure  peace  to  liis  coj\tcm- 
poraries,  and  maintain  the  most  complete  possible 
liarmony  between  the  governments  which  can 
alone  consolidate  this  peace.  The  emperor  may 
expect,  lliat  his  present  absence,  froui  his  beloved 
subjects,  will  be  seen  in  lliis  point  of  ^ievv  only,  as 
ha  lias  just  given  the  greatest  personal  proofs  of  a 
moderation  seldom  met  with  in  histoiy.  O, Tended 
at  a neigiiboring  power,  which  seemed  tc  have  had 
it  down  ;.s  a rule  to  depart  from  these  principles, 
which,  with  all  other  deviations  from  ordinary  forms, 
could  alone  place  it  in  the  rank  of  an  European 
powder,  tlie  great  heart  of  the  emperor  preferred 
counting  the  drops  of  blood  which  the  pursuance 
of  his  just  claims  to  satisfaction  must  have  caused 
to  flow.  Elated  above  the  sensations  innate  in  the  na- 
ture o frnen  and  of  sovereigns,  the  ruler  of  the  greatest 
empire  on  earth  resolved  to  folloxv  only  his  oxun  feelings 
far  the  peace  and  happiness  of  nations,  and  "to  illus 
irate  his  name  by  the  greatest  example  of  modera 
tion  that  so  mighty  a monarch  could  leave  to  poste 
rity.  Even  the  prospect  of  a great  increase  of 
power  could  not  induce  his  majesty  to  sacrifice  his 
pure  principles  to  ordinary  policy.  The  emperor 
needed  it  not  to  make  Russia  more  Iiappy;  and  that 
was  sufficient  for  him  not  to  expose  the  welfare  of 
lliis  quarter  of  the  globe  to  new  dangers. 

'Phere  needs  but  a short  review  of  the  history  of 
our  limes  to  prove  to  the  world,  how  the  emperor 
himself  is  ready  to  open  his  heart  to  any  newer 
view's  of  national  prosperity.  The  constitution  giv- 
en to  tlie  Polish  nation  must  convince  all  Europe  of 
this,  for  the  emperor  gave  it  freely  from  the  im- 
pulse of  his  own  paternal  heart.  Rut  he  did  not 
let  his  work  rest  here.  He  proved  in  Warsaw  that 
he  was  magnanimous  enough  to  remain  unchanged, 
even  when  the  result  of  his  generous  resolution  did 
not  perfectly  answer  his  expectation.  It  was  im» 
possible  more  clearly  to  manifest  the  implicit  will, 
to  gain  the  love  of  his  people. 

With  all  the  feelings  for  the  happiness  of  the 
world,  the  emperor  cannot  approve  when  indivi- 
duals, or  perhaps  associations  of  individuals,  throw 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  such  high  purposes,  through 
an  unhappy  love  of  disorder,  or  perhaps  for  a wish 
to  promote  their  private  interest,  and  thereby  per- 
haps  to  endanger  the  tranquility  and  peace  of  na- 
tions. Ever  since  there  have  been  governments 
and  people,  there  have  existed  forms,  the  sacred 
inviolability  of  which  ensured  the  peaceful  exis- 
tence of  both.  To  destroy  them  with  an  inconside- 
rate hand  is  a crime  committed  against  nations. 
What  monarch,  what  reasonable  man,  what  reflect- 
ing people  could  approve  of  it?  The  cosmopolite 
must  dread  its  existence. 

Out  who  can  deny  that  such  a crime  does  exist? 
and  what  citizen,  regardful  of  his  domestic  happi- 
ness, will  not  be  alarmed  at  it? 

If  the  emperor  of  Russia  holds  out  his  august 
hands,  in  conjunction  with  his  most  illustrious  allies, 
to  confine  every  storm  that  threatens  danger  to  the 
happy  citizen,  he  acquires  a claim  to  his  gratitude, 
and  that  of  his  posterity.  Present  and  future  go- 
vernments pay  him  this  tribute,  and  history  will  im- 
mortalize his  memory  Uk.e  that  qf  ^ Ti^as. 


'Che  object  of  the  meeting  of  tl'.e  anges;  mo* 
narclis  ami  their  represent.aivc-s  at  Vicni.u  :;:i  ! Ve- 
rona, after  wl:at  has  been  suid,  cannot  be  a svori  t to 
th  world,  because  the  emperor  Ale.xander  h is  tak- 
en the  resolution  to  attend  it  in  person,  'i  hoiigli  tl'.e 
details  of  tl'.e  negoclation  may  be  la-servotl  f 'r  a I'.- 
turc  period;  thoiigli  the  means  to  attain  tiie  noble 
object  may  be  suliject  to  manifold  di.sciissiona,  the; 
main  point  itself  is  indubitable,  sinre  Europe  !;:is 
seen  that  the  fonnder  of  lliat  iioly  alliatice,  wliich 
originated  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  has  exc  rted 
himself  practically  to  confinn  the  prociples  laid 
down  in  it,  and  still  farliier  to  conlinn  lhe:.i  by  lua 
pr-'sent  journey. 

ddie  Russian  nation  blesses,  therefore,  tlie  reso- 
lution of  its  generous  sovereign,  even  thougli  it 
mu.st  be  for  a time  deprived  of  the  benefits  wliicli  it 
daily'  receives  from  the  liands  of  its  monarch.  With 
high  and  well-founded  pride,  it  will  strew  tiie  way 
hy  which  its  beloved  sovereign  returns,  with  the 
flowers  of  its  boundless  gratitude. 

Agnciiltiire. 

[The  following  letter  husbeen  cornmunic  itcd  to  Uic 
president  of  the  diTererit  agricultural  socletits 
in  the  state  of  Virginia]: 

October  21  j/,  1823. 

Slit, — The  enclosed  resolutions  of  the  agricultu- 
ral society  of  Albemarle,  explain  the  wish  of  the 
society  to  provide  for  agriculture  the  advantage  oi‘ 
a professorship,  to  be  incorporated  in  the  universi- 
ty of  Virginia;  the  means  proposed  lor  making  the 
provision,  and  the  hope  entertained  of  a general 
co-operation  in  the  scheme. 

d'he  present  seems  to  be  an  important  crisis  in 
the  agriculture  of  Virginia,  'i'lie  portions  of  her 
soilhrst  brought  into  cultivation,  Iruve,  for  tlie  most 
part,  been  exhausted  of  its  natural  ferlilily,  without 
being  repaired  by  ameliorating  systems  of  hus- 
bandry; and  much  of  what  remains  in  forest,  and 
can  be  spared  from  the  demands  of  fuel  and  other 
rural  wants,  will  need  improvement,  on  the  first  in- 
troduction of  the  plough. 

These  truths  are  now  sufficiently  impressed  on 
the  public  attention,  and  have  led  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  agricultural  societies  among  us,  which 
are  so  laudably  promoting  the  work  of  reform. 

As  a further  means  of  advancing  the  great  object, 
it  has  occurred  to  the  Albemarle  society,  that  a dis- 
tinct professorship  in  the  university  of  the  state, 
if  sanctioned  by  the  proper  authority,  might  be 
advantageously  appropriated  to  the  instruction  of 
such  as  might  attend  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
rural  economy,  in  its  several  branches. 

To  the  due  success  of  agriculture,  as  of  other 
arts,  theory  and  practice  are  both  requisite.  They 
reflect  light  on  each  other.  If  the  former,  without 
the  test  of  the  latter,  be  a vain  science,  the  latter, 
without  the  enlightening  precepts  of  the  former, 
is  generally  enslaved  to  ancient  modes,  however 
erroneous;  or  is,  at  best,  but  too  tardy  and  partial 
in  adopting  salutary  changes.  In  no  instance,  per- 
haps, is  habit  more  unyielding,  or  irrational  prac- 
tice more  prevalent,  than  among  those  who  culti- 
vate the  earth.  And  this  is  the  more  to  be  lament- 
ed, as  agriculture  is  still  so  far  below  the  attain- 
ments to  which  it  may  fairly  aspire. 

A professorship  of  agriculture  might  derive  spe- 
cial advantage  from  the  lights  thrown  out  from  the 
chair  of  chemistry  in  that  institution.  This  science 
is  every  day  penetrating  some  of  the  hidden  l.iws 
of  nature,  and  tracing  the  useful  purposes  to  which 
they  ma^  be  madq  subservient,  Agriculture  is  a 
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lield  on  w-  iclj  it  li:iS  alreudy  begun  to  she;!  its  rays,  ; 
ami  on  • liich  it  promises  to  do  irmcb  Kr.vards  un  I 
veili  •.  tlie  processes  of  nature  to  wbicb  the  piin- 
cip'fs  of  agricultuie  are  related.  Tlte  profes-^ion-  | 
at  lectures  on  ciiemistiy,  wiiicb  are  to  embrace  j 
those  [u  iuciples,  could  uot  fail  to  be  auxiliary  to  a [ 
professorsiiip  Itaving  lessons  on  agriculture  for  its  j 
essential  charge.  j 

Tliefuud  coutemplatcil  for  the  support  of  such  | 
a professorship,  is  to  consist  of  a sum  drawn  trom  ; 
unexpended  subscriptions,  iVom  special  donations,  i 
and  from  a dilfusivc  contributiiui,  not  c.xceeding  a | 
dollar  from  an  individu-il.  it  is  hopetl,  that  for  ; 
a purpose  of  such  gent  ia.1  utility,  the  numtifr  j 
comributors  WiU  more  th:vi'.  nuke  up  for  the  small- 
ness  Gt  the  respective  sums;  and  that  with  the  other 
r.-sources,  means  may  be  gathered  not  only  t>de- 
quale  to  the  immediate  views  euteilaiaed,  but  jus- 
lifying  an  enlargement  oi  them. 

Sliould  this  prove  to  be  tlie  case,  it  will  be  an  im- 
provement of  the  plan  of  agriciiUurul  instruction, 
to  provide  and  place  under  the  supeiinteiulence  of 
the  professor,  a small  farm,  in  the  vicinage,  to  be 
culiivateil,  partly  as  a pattern  farm,  illn.3trating  prac- 
tically a system  at  once  jirontable  and  improving, 
partly  as  an  experimental  farm,  not  only  bringing 
to  ti»e  test  new  inodes  of  c -.llure  and  management, 
bat  introducing  new  j/ianls  and  animals  deemed 
worthy  of  experiment.  In  obtaining  these,  aid 
might  be  found  in  the  patriotic  attention  of  the 
public  and  private  naval  commanders,  in  their  visits 
to  foreign  countrie.s;  and  it  might  well  happen  that 
occasional  success,  in  i*earing  new  species  or  varie- 
t'es  of  peculiar  value,  wouid  yield,  in  seeds  and 
stocks,  a profit  defraying  the  e.xpcnse  incurred  on 
this  head.  j 

A farm,  exhibilingan  instructive  model,  observed  i 
as  it  would  be  by  occasional  visiters,  and  under- 
stood as  it  would  be  in  its  principles  and  plans,  by 
students  returning  to  their  disjrersed  homes,  would 
tend  to  spread  sound  information  on  the  subject  of 
agriculture,  and  to  cherish  that  spirit  of  imitation 
and  emulation,  which  is  the  source  of  improvement 
in  every  art  and  enterprise. 

^'ou  will  oblige,  sir,  the  society  of  Albemarle  by 
laying  ibis  communicalion  before  that  over  which 
you  preside,  and.  by  transmitting*  its  sentiments 
liiereon;  which  will  afFord  particular  pleasure,  if 
they  should  accord  vvitli  the  views  of  this  society, 
and  promise  so  valuable  a co-operation  in  carrying 
lliCiii  into  effect. 

Ij'j  order  of  Ihe  society, 

JAMES  MADISON, 
President  ^Agricultural  Society  Albemarle, 

October  7ih,  1822. 

On  the  motion  of  general  John  H.  Cooke,  the 
following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopt- 
ed:— 

Whereas,  the  establishment  of  a professorship 
of  agriculture,  in  one  of  the  principal  seminaries 
of  learning  in  this  state,  is  a measure  eminently 
calculated  to  hasten  and  perpetuate  the  march  of 
agricultural  improvement,  already  so  happily  com 
menced:  And,  wliereas.  there  are  grounds  to  be 

lieve  that  such  an  institution  may  be  incorporated 
into  the  university  of  V’^irginia,  a position  at  once 
the  most  advantageous  and  convenient  to  every 
part  of  the  state:  And,  whereas,  this  society  could 
not  make  an  aj)propriation  of  its  funds  more  con- 
ducive to  the  permanent  attainment  of  the  pritna 
ry  objects  of  its  institution— and  as  it  is  reasonable 
to  expect  that  all  the  agricultural  societies,  the 
farmers  and  planters  generally,  will  cheerfully  con- 


tribute to  an  establishment  of  sucli  universal  into* 
rest — therefore, 

Iiesohcd,  That  one  thousand  dollars  of  the  sum, 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  this  society,  be 
appropiiateil  to  the  eslablishinent  of  a fur.d,  the 
profits  of  which  shall  go  to  the  sniiport  of  a pro- 
fessorship of  agriculture  at  the  nnivcr.fity  of  \'ir- 
ginia. 

Resolved,  For  l!ie  furtherance  of  this  design, 
Ifiat  tlie  presiilent  he  rtnpiosted  to  [>repare  an  ad- 
dress to  the  otlicr  a.gricnltnr.d  societies  of  this  stale, 
requesting  their  co  operation  in  tills  scheme  -aiul 
further  to  proinote  the  same  o!;ject,  and  incrcaKo 
tlie  said  fund,  t!ui  a committee  be  appointed  to  so- 
licit ilonatiotis,  not  to  exceed  one  dollar,  from  '.ndt- 
viduals  in  every  p:irt  of  tliis  corr.tuonwcalth.. 

Resolved,  rhai  the  aforesaid  appropri ation,  lo- 
getlier  Willi  all  I’nat  may  acci’ije  •imier  the  foivgo- 
ing  rcso!ulion=,  be  loaneil  to  individuals  on  good 
personal  security,  or  to  corporate  bodies;  arid  that, 
when  the  sum  loaned  to  any  one  indi\idual  sinill 
amount  to  ()  e Ihotisan;;  duliars  or  upwards,  landed 
security  shall  be  rccjuired.  'I'ha'  tlie  iiitere.st  shall 
be  payabh"  semi  annnaiiy,  and  shall  be  re  itivesled, 
iintil  the  yearly  profits  of  the  fund  shall  be  suffici- 
ent to  afford  an  income  equal  at  ie.ist  to  a profes- 
sorship in  the  university. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  funds  a«)ove  referred  to,  to- 
gether with  donations  of  brinks  and  properly  of 
any  other  description,  be,  with  tne  [lermission  of 
tile  legislature,  transfeiTed  to  tire  rector  and  visi- 
ters of  tile  nniversitv  in  their  corporate  capacity. 

Eectract  from  the  m/Jintes.  ) 

\\  MINOli,  SePry. 


Legislature  of  Georgia. 

G O V i: UN O U’ S M K * S A G li. 

Executive  1)Epart:ment  Geohgi.i, 

Milledgeville,  6th  Nov.  1822. 
FelloiJ-ciiizens  of  the  seriate, 

and  house  of  representatives  : 

As  the  representatives  of  the  people  permit  me, 
on  your  annual  assemblage,  to  congratulate  you: 
upon  the  happy  condition  of  our  common  country, 
at  peace  with  all  the  world,  our  agricultural  pur- 
suits furnishing  ease  and  comfort,  without  the  temp- 
tation to  luxury,  we  find  the  nation  rapidly  advanc- 
ing to  a state  of  physical  strength  and  importance 
which  will  enable  the  republic  to  defy  every  at. 
j tempt  to  draw  her  into  the  vortex  of  European 
turmoil,  or  to  corrupt  or  abolish  the  pure  princi- 
ples of  our  government.  To  the  principles  of  the 
constitution  of  the  union,  so  wisely  framed  and 
prudently  administered,  may  be  attributed  this 
prosperity.  Hut,  in  the  enjoyment  of  these  bless- 
ings, we  should  not  be  forgetful  of  the  favor  of  an 
all- wise  Providence,  in  allow  ing  to  us  a country  for 
a home,  combining  every  advantage  that  could  be 
asked  for  by  man.  He  it  ours  to  improve,  with  ii 
grateful  heart,  all  those  benefits,  so  signally  con- 
ferred. 

In  the  affairs  of  the  general  government,  it  is 
believed,  but  few  changes  have  taken  place,  affect- 
ing its  exterior  relations,  of  immediate  importance 
to  this  state.  Among  the  most  important  of  these 
may  be  considered  the  opening  of  many  of  the 
West  India  ports  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States. 
This  was  a measure  anxiously  looked  for  by  a con- 
siderable portion  of  this  state,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  anticipated  benefits  will  be  fully  realized  With 
all  the  nations  of  the  civilized  world,  a perfect 
harmony  exists,  which  promises  to  our  country  a 
long  and  prosperous  peace;  and  it  is  a circumstance 
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much  to  be  deplored,  that  there  should  be  found 
any  thing  in  the  internal  condition  of  our  country 
calculated,  even  remotely,  to  impair  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  such  a blessing.  It  cannot,  however,  have 
escaped  you,  that  the  second  chief  magistrate  of 
the  union,  who  united  all  hearts  and  all  voices  in 
his  elevation,  is  destined  to  feel  the  weight  of  a 
restless  and  ambitious  opposition,  it  would  have 
been  a source  of  proud  exultation  that  the  last  of 
the  patriots,  whose  principles  have  been  purified 
in  the  crucible  of  the  revolution,  should  have  been 
supported  in  that  policy  which  is  derived  from 
"U^ashington,  and  which  experience  has  established 
to  be  the  best  calculated  to  secure  to  the  republic 
peace  and  prosperity.  That  political  axiom  which  ex- 
]>erience  has  demonstrated  to  be  perfectly  correct, 
“that  a due  preparation  for  war  is  a mean  most  to 
be  relied  on  to  prevent  aggression,”  seems  to  have 
been  forgotten  by  those  who  manifest  a disposition 
to  pull  down  and  destroy  those  national  defences 
which  have  been  so  wisely  planned,  and,  as  yet, 
but  partially  executed.  Were  other  reasons  want- 
ing, it  would  be  amply  sulficient  to  establish  the 
policy  in  question,  to  advert  to  the  unprepared 
state  of  our  country  immediately  preceding  the 
late  war;  much  blood  and  treasure  would  have  been 
saved  to  the  nation  by  a few  additional  frigates,  a 
few  thousand  well  disciplined  troops  and  fortifica- 
tions, located  at  the  most  exposed  and  probable 
points  of  attack.  But  it  would  seem  that  there  are 
those  who  are  deaf  to  the  suggestions  of  expe- 
rience, and  whose  political  creed  it  is,  for  the  plea- 
sure of  iioarding  a dollar  for  the  moment,  to  sacri- 
lice  thousands  at  a distant  period.  A steady  adhe- 
rence to  a system  of  national  defence,  commensu- 
rate with  the  resources  of  the  republic  and  situa. 
tion  of  the  country,  is  obviously  a dictate  of  wis- 
dom; for  nothing  short  of  the  power  of  repelling 
injuries,  will  secure  to  the  union  a rational  pros- 
]>ect  of  escaping  the  calamities  of  war  or  the  de- 
gradation of  insult.  Such  has  been  the  enlightened 
and  energetic  course,  throughout,  of  the  present 
chief  magistrate,  and  we  may  well  hope  that  it  may 
not  be  changed  from  light  or  transient  motives,  or 
obstructed  from  mistaken  views  of  economy,  or  the 
restless  aspirations  of  individual  ambition. 

[ The  governor  next  speaks  of  the  increased  po- 
pulation of  the  stale,  which  entitles  it  to  one  more 
meniber  in  tlie  national  legislature — notices  the 
territory  newly  acquired  from  the  Creek  Indians, 
as  entitled  to  representation  in  the  slate  legislature 
— .recommends  education  and  internal  improvement, 
in  a very  handsome  stile — refers  to  a treaty  held 
with  tite  Cherokees,  with  a prospect  of  a further  ac- 
quisition  of  territory,  and  notices  the  proceedings 
bad — details  the  progress  made  in  adjusting  the 
claims  of  Georgia  against  the  United  States,  which 
had  been  adjusted  at  the  war  department  and  al- 
lowed to  the  amount  of  ^88,702  62,  recommend- 
ing the  subject  to  the  further  attention  of  the  legls- 
lature;  and  notices  several  other  important  local 
subjects,  among  the  rest  the  case  of  Mr.  Hammond, 
as  follows]— 

A statement  of  warrants  drawn  on  the  treasury 
during  the  political  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-two,  and  a list  of  executive  appointments, 
are  herewith  transmitted.  By  the  latter  document 
it  will  be  seen  that,  on  the  12th  day  of  August  last, 
Simon  Whitaker,  esq.  was  appointed  secretary  ot 
state,  in  the  place  of  Abner  Hammond,  esq.  I'he 
causes  which  led  to  this  exercise,  as  it  is  conceived, 
of  a constitutional  rii^t  and  political  duty  of  the 
evecutive,  I deem  it  not  improper  to  submit  to  your 
egnsidera^on.  About  a mouth  previous  to  the  12th 


' August  last,  Mr.  Hammond,  without  the  knowledge 
of  tliis  department,  had  absented  himself  from  the 
seat  of  government,  nor  did  he  intimate  to  tliis  de- 
partment the  length  of  lime  he  intended  to  be  ab- 
sent, or  the  place  whither  he  was  going.  A clerk, 
contrary  to  the  express  orders  of  the  executive, 
persisted  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  of- 
fice as  deputy,  acting  solely  under  a letter  ot  attor- 
ney from  Mr.  Hammond,  and  signing  his  individual 
name  for  that  of  the  secretary — “ I bos.  H.  Craw- 
ford, for  Abner  Hammond,  secretary  of  state.’*  The 
absolute  uncertainty  of  the  time  at  which  the  se- 
cretary would  return,  it  depending  upon  contingm- 
cies  wliich  might  protract  his  stay  to  an  indefinite 
period — knowing  that  there  existed  no  law  of  the 
legislature  which  would  legalize  the  acts  of  his 
clerk,  no  matter  under  what  authority  from  his 
principal  he  might  have  acted — and  believing  that 
the  great  seal  of  the  state,  which  had  been  solemn- 
ly intrusted  to  me,  and,  according  to  tlie  forms 
prescribed,  solemnly  committed  to  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  the  secretary,  had  been  by  him  illegally 
and  improperly  transferred  to  a mere  lioy,  accing 
under  no  oath  or  legal  responsibility;  in  fine,  know- 
ing that  the  office  for  the  time  was  vacant,  and  that 
it  had  been  vacated  to  all  legal  intents  by  the  act 
of  Mr.  Hammond  himself,  and  that  his  long  absence 
and  the  uncertainty  of  his  speedy  return,  affording 
no  sufficient  ground  for  the  exercise  of  executive 
forbearance  in  his  favor,  without  a direct  and  pal- 
pable preference  to  individual  convenience,  at  the 
expense  of  the  public  good  and  the  rights^f  the 
community,  I deemed  it  my  imperious  duty,  under 
the  9th  section  of  the  2d  article  of  Uie  constitution, 
to  resume  tlie  great  seal  of  the  state,  and  confidt;  it 
to  the  keeping  of  a more  attentive  officer.  Mr. 
Whitaker  was  accordingly  selected  to  fill  that  va- 
cancy, and  was  the  clay  thereafter  regularly  induct- 
ed  into  office.  So  far,  however,  as  provision  could 
be  made  to  secure  Sir.  Hammond  from  all  possible 
injury  by  this  act,  his  feelings  nor  his  rights  were 
forgotten  or  neglected;  for  it  was  expressly  men- 
tioned to  his  successor,  that  it  would  be  gratifying 
to  the  executive,  in  the  event  of  his  return,  that 
he  should  resign  the  office,  and  that  he  should  re- 
tain the  clerks  then  in  the  office.  All  this  was  done 
with  the  view  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Hammond. 
The  principal  injury  sustained  by  him,  is  attributa- 
ble to  his  own  indecorous,  rude  and  vulgar  conduct, 
on  his  return,  at  his  first  interview  thereafter  with 
the  executive  and  the  person  appointed.  From  the 
document  herewith  transmitted,  it  will  be  seen  that 
this  solicitude  for  his  welfare  was,  on  his  part,  to- 
tally unmeritted.  For  years  he  has  been  more  inat- 
tentive to  his  duties  than  any  officer  attached  to  the 
state  house.  He  has  often  been  unable,from  various 
causes,  to  sign  his  name,  and  frequently  got  some 
one  of  the  young  men  in  the  office  to  do  it  for  him. 
If  this  is  allowed  of,  he  need  never  go  into  his  of- 
fice: it  is,  therefore,  communicated  for  your  consi- 
deration. 

Upon  a deliberate  view  of  this  act,  with  all  the 
facts  and  arguments  which  have  been  array’ed  for 
its  support  and  opposition  fresh  in  my  recollection, 
I now  as.sert  that  it  was  a measure  which  I then  be- 
lieved,  and  yet  cojiceive,  the  interest  of  the  state 
required  and  rlie  provisions  of  the  constitution  de- 
manded. 'I'hat  I may  have  erred  from  a defect  of 
judgment  is  possible,  for  fallibility  is  the  lot  of  all 
men.  And  there  are  no  instruments  more  variously 
construed  than  the  charters  of  our  na.tional  and 
state  rights.  In  the  formation  of  my  opinion  upon 
the  article  in  question,  I sought  neither  to  force  a 
power  by  implication,  or  torture  words  to  a mean- 
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ing  not  intended  tor  them-  It  is  a rule  of  construc- 
tion, dictated  by  plain  reason,  as  well  as  founded 
on  legal  axioms,  “that  every  part  of  an  expression 
ought,  if  possible,  to  be  allowed  some  meaning, 
and  made  to  conspire  to  some  common  end.” 

It  never  could  have  been  intended  by  the  wise 
f ramers  of  that  instrument,  which  was  made  for  the 
good  of  the  whole  community,  that  the  operations 
of  the  government  might  be  suspended  by  the  ca- 
pricious absence  of  an  high  officer  of  state,  and 
that  there  should  exist  no  redeeming  power  for 
such  an  evil,  both  speedy  and  efficient  in  its  opera- 
tion. Is  it  not  more  consistent  with  the  principles 
which  they  had  in  view,  to  construe  that  power  as 
a political  one,  specially  granted  and  to  be  exer- 
cised  at  the  discretion  under  the  legal  and  constitu- 
tional responsibilities  of  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
state.^  Such  I conceive  to  have  been  the  intention, 
such  the  specific  grant,  as  applicable  to  the  case  in 
question,  and  such  my  responsibilities. 

As  to  the  question  of  vacancy  or  no  vacancy,  suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  1 conceive,  had  Mr.  Hammond 
died  or  resigned  on  the  12th  day  of  August,  so  far 
as  it  regarded  the  community,  in  the  discharge  of 
official  duties,  it  would  have  had  no  more  effect 
than  did  his  absence.  All  these  causes  alike  pro- 
(luce  the  same  consequences  to  the  people;  and  if, 
in  the  one,  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  com- 
munity should  be  incompatible  with  those  of  an 
individual,  the  latter  must  yield.  Although,  as  re- 
gards the  powers  of  the  executive,  whilst  acting 
under  oath,  I should  not  conceive  precedent  in  any 
case  as  absolutely  binding,  yet  I would  be  disposed 
to  give  to  one  the  most  mature  consideration.  I 
know  of  r.o  piecedent  entirely  analogous  to  the 
present  case.  In  principle,  however,  the  doctrine 
contended  for  is  conformable  to  the  views  and  prac- 
tice of  one  of  my  most  enlightened  predecessors, 
as  will  appear  by  documents  lierewith  transmitted. 
It  is  well  known  to  those  who  were  acquainted  with  | 
the  late  governor  Jackson,  that  he,  having  himself 
been  one  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  must 
have  understood  and  regarded  its  true  principles. 
Under  his  administration  of  the  government,  wc 
^find  that  he  issued  orders  directing  the  state-house 
officers  not  to  leave  the  seat  of  government  without 
ills  consent,  and  dictated  the  hours  they  should  at- 
tend at  their  respective  offices  for  the  despatch  of 
business.  None  that  knew  him  will  believe  that  he 
would  issue  an  order,  a nullity  in  itself,  and  which 
he  was  not  empowered  virtually  to  enforce. 

That  this  appointment  of  the  executive  has  been, 
by  a separate  and  distinct  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, reviewed  and  pronounced  illegal  and  uncon- 
sfilutional,  is  fully  known  to  you.  Not  arrogating 
to  myself,  as  a co  ordinate  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment,  the  power  to  decide  upon  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  judicial  department,  I claim  to  have 
exercised  in  this  case,  the  powers  properly  belong- 
ing to,  and  expressly  given  to  the  executive. 

The  framers  of  our  constitution  undoubtedly  sup- 
posed that,  in  that  instrument,  they  had  laid  a solid 
foundation  on  which  the  wisdom  of  future  legisla- 
lures  might  establish  laws  securing  to  their  consti- 
tuents  the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  all  their  just 
rights.  It  devolves  upon  you  to  inquire  whether 
that  end  has  been  sufficiently  attained — if  it  has 
not,  to  devise  means  by  which  it  may  be  more  ef- 
I’ectually  secured.  Does  the  constitution  itself  re- 
quire alteration  or  amendment!'  It  is  with  you  to 
propose  such  alterations  or  amendments  as  your 
wisvlom  may  suggest.  Are  existing  laws  adequate 
to  secure  to  the  people  the  great  object  of  all  right, 
lul  legtsiation— the  good  order  arid  harmonious  ad- 


ministration  of  the  government,  in  all  its  depart^ 
raents,  according  to  the  true  principles  on  which 
our  republican  institutions  rest?  If  they  are  not, 
it  is  within  the  scope  of  your  functions  to  apply  the 
corrective,  and,  in  the  language  of  the  constitution, 
to  make  all  law's  and  ordinances  wliich  you  shall 
deem  necessary  and  proper  for  the  good  of  the 
stale,  which  shall  not  be  repugnant  to  the  consti. 
tution.  AVith  these  objects  steadily  in  view',  regard- 
ing the  constitution  as  the  polar  star  by  wliich  you 
are  to  be  guided,  and  believing,  as  you  unques- 
tionably do,  that  a portion  ol  the  rights  of  the 
people  were  delegated  to  you,  to  be  used  for  their 
common  good,  your  deliberations  cannot  fail  to  re- 
sult in  the  adoption  of  measures  best  calculated  for 
the  advancensent  of  the  highest  interests  and  hap- 
piness of  the  people. 

Reports  from  the  different  hanks  in  this  state  have 
been  received,  and,  with  matters  of  minor  import- 
ance, reserved  for  future  communications. 

JOHN  CLARK. 


Naval  Court  of  Inquiry. 

JV'ary  department,  Aug.  29,  1822. 

Gkmtlkmex:  By  direction  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  I enclose  to  you  an  extract  of  a let- 
ter from  captain  James  Biddle,  dated  July  24, 1822, 
attributing,  in  a great  degree,  the  late  sickness  and 
mortality  on  board  the  frigate  Macedonian,  under 
his  command,  to  the  negligence  of  the  officers  of 
the  United  States’  navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  omitting  to  cleanse  sufficiently  tlie 
hold  of  that  ship  previously  to  the  commencement 
of  her  last  cruise;  and  I request  that  you  will, 
when  the  inquiry  in  which  you  are  at  present  en- 
gaged shall  have  been  completed,  proceed  to  inves- 
tigate minutely  the  truth  of  the  several  allegations 
contained  in  the  said  extract,  and  report  to  the  de- 
partment all  the  facts  and  circumstances  that  shall 
be  elicited  by  the  inquiry,  together  with  the  opi- 
nion of  the  court  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  the 
oflicers  of  the  navy  yard;  and  also  the  cause  to 
which  tlie  sickness  and  mortality  that  prevailed  on 
hoard  the  frigate  Macedonian  may  properly  be 
ascribed. 

Capt.  Biddle  and  the  persons  named  in  the  ex- 
tract, have  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  for  exami- 
nation. 

1 am,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  SMI  1 H 1 HOMPcjON. 

Capts.  John  Rodgers,  Isaac  Chaunccy, 

Charles  JUovris,  Charlestown,  IMassacInisetts. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  capt.  James  Biddle  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy,  dated 

U.  S.  frigate  Macedonian, 
off  Havana,  July  24, 1822. 

«*It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  acquaint  you 
that  a malignant,  infectious  fever  has  prevailed  ex- 
tensively among  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship; 
that  already  forty-nine  deaths  have  occurred  from 
it  within  the  short  period  of  our  crui.se  in  these 
seas,  and  that  the  whole  number  of  sick  to-day,  by 
the  surgeon’s  report,  is  eighty  fourl* 

“This  ship  was  fitted  out  from  Boston,  in  the 
months  of  February  and  March,  months  in  which  a 
crew  are  peculiarly  liable  to  sickness  from  the  ex- 
posure and  fatigue  unavoidable  in  fitting  out;  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  2d  April,  the  day  on  which  the 
ship  sailed,  we  had  a sick  list  oH  fifty  five,  nearly  all 
of  them  colds;  and  experiencing  immediately 
thereafter  severe  and  blustering  weather,  the  list 
w'as  increased  on  the  5th  April  to  sixtymx.  A more 
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Soullirrn  l«titiule  and  milder  weather  had  llien'j 
nsual  effects  upon  llu;  sick,  and  on  the  28th  April, 
the  day  of  arrivinp^  at  Havana,  the  list  was  reduc- 
ed to  twevtift  all  of  them  convalescent.  One  only 
had  died  during-  the  passage. 

“Towards  the  end  ot  May,  the  sickness  incident 
to  the  climate  made  its  appearance  on  ooard,  and, 
presuming  that  it  was  occasioned  by  tiie  climate, 
and  becoming  alarmed  lest  it  might  increase,  1 
went  to  sea  on  the  4th  June.  During  my  stay  at 
Havana,  I had  the  misfortune  to  lose  seven  of  my 
people  by  fever. 

“it  was  of  course  a just  expectation  that,  on 
quitting  the  port,  the  condtiion  of  the  crew,  in 
respect  to  healtli,  would  have  become  ameliorated. 
Yet,  to  my  great  distress,  this  was  not  the  case; 
and,  although  the  weather  at  sea  was  unusually 
fine,  the  people  were  taken  down  with  fever  in  the 
most  surprising  manner. 

“The  crew  of  this  sldp  have  never  been  on  an 
allowance  of  water;  they  have  been  carefully  pre- 
served from  unnecessary  exposure  to  the  sun  and 
the  rain,  and  particular  attention  has  been  paid  to 
cleanliness.  I took  down  from  the  birth  deck,  two 
large  state  rooms,  and  a paint  locker,  and  a close 
bulk  head  forward  of  the  midshipmen’s  apartment, 
and,  previously  to  arriving  amongthe  islands,  I birth- 
ed  135  persons  on  the  gun-deck.  Hy  these  precau 
tions  I had  a right  to  expect  a healthy  crew-,  not 
withstanding  the  unhealthiness  of  the^climate;  but, 
owing  to  the  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  of  the  navy  yard  at  Boston,  it  is  now  mani- 
fest that  no  precautions  on  our  part  could  have 
prevented  the  introduction  of  sickness  on  board. 

“When  this  ship  was  last  commissioned,  a part  of 
the  ballast  was  taken  out  and  landed;  and  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  if  the  keelson  was  cased, 
the  ballast  immediately  on  each  side  of  it  wasinov- 
ed;  all  the  ballast  w-as  completely  covered  with 
black  mud  and  dirt,  and  so  hardened  togetlier  that 
it  was  a work  of  much  labor  to  separate  the  dii'fer- 
ent  pieces  of  iron.  The  quantity  of  mud  taken 
from  the  ballast  that  was  moved  was  so  great,  that 
midshipmen  Gerry  informed  me  be  saw  two  cart 
loads  of  it  carried  from  the  wharf.  Mr.  Doggett, 
the  gunnel,  acquaints  me  that  the  water  casks oi  the 
ground  tier  were  immersed  in  mud  to  about  a fifth 
of  their  height -and  this  extraordinary  accumula- 
tion of  mud  is  to  be  explained  by  the  extraordinary 
fact,  that,  on  the  return  of  this  ship  from  the  Pac'i- 
lic,  the  hold  w'as  not  broken  out;  and  that,  as  re 
spects  the  hold,  she  was  laid  up  in  ordinary  nearly 
in  the  condition  in  which  she  arrived  froin  sea.— 
Midshipmen  Turner  acquaints  me,  that  he  was  sta- 
tioned within  the  Bosion  navy  yard  last  winter; 
that  the  fire-wood  he  used  w^as  taken  out  of  this 
ship,  and  that,  when  ignited,  it  became  so  offen- 
sive that  he  was  unable  to  remain  in  the  room. — 
Thomas  Pewmont,  a seamen  on  board,  inlorms  me 
that  he  was  employed  in  the  Boston  navy  yard  last 
summer;  that,  in  September  last,  some  gang  casks 
were  taken  from  this  ship,  for  the  United  States 
brig  Spark;  that  this  sliip’s  hold  was  at  that  time 
extremely  offensive,  and  that  there  were-  in  it  seve 
ral  casks  of  salt  provisions,  in  a rotten  and  putrid 
condition.  Pewmont  also  states,  that  this  ship  had 
not  been  pumped  out  for  upwards  of  two  months! 
That  it  then  took  half  a day  to  pump  her  free,  and 
that  the  water  discharged  from  the  ship  was  hor- 
ridly offensive. 

“A  positive  regulation  of  t’le  service  requires, 
that  a ship,  when  put  in  commis.sion,  shall  be  per 
feclly  cleansed;  and  so  necessary  is  this  precaution 
to  the  health  of  the  ship’s  company,  that  it  is  dif- 


ficult to  believe  it  would  be  omitted,  even  in  ti  e 
absence  of  all  regulation  • n the  subject.  Yet  the 
great  bulk  of  ballast  in  tin-  sliip,  although  covered 
with  mud  and  dirt,  was  ne  er  moved,  nor  properly 
cleansed;  and  the  hold  was  stowed  with  this  horrid 
and  offensive  matter  rernai.  ing  in  it.  Offensive, 
indeed,  it  might  not  have  betn  at  Boston,  in  the 
winter  season;  but  it  is  obvious  that  it  would,  and 
must  have  become  highly  so,  .fter  it  had  time  to 
ferment  wilbm  i.  e iropic. 

“Another  regulation  of  the  senxe  requires,  tliat 
the  hold  shall  be  wliitewashed  previously  to  re- 
ceiving the  provisions  and  stores  on  board;  and 
this  regulation  was  also  neglected  at  oston. 

“The  sickness  and  the  mortality  o board  has 
been  greatest  among  the  persons  emplovedin  the 
hold,  and  among  the  carpenter’s  creW:  who,  by 
working  the  pumps,  were  most  expose-’  to  the 
offensive  bilge  water  disc,  arged  from  the  ship. 

‘‘With  all  the  means  in  our  jiower,  such  as  venti- 
lation, whitewasliing,  fumigation,  fires,  and  letting 
water  into  the  ship,  we  have  been  able  but  parti- 
ally to  correct  the  impure  and  offensive  air  emitted 
from  the  hold.  This  can  be  effectually  corrected 
only  by  breaking  out  the  hold,  and  thoroughly 
cleansing  it;  but  medical  gentlemen  whom  I have 
consulted  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  extremely  im- 
prudent to  do  tiiis  in  the  West  Indies.  As  the 
cause  of  the  sickness  on  board,  therefore,  must 
continue  as  long  as  we  continue  in  this  climate,  1 
have  felt  it  my  impeiative  duly  to  those  under  my 
command  lo  return  home;  and  accordingly  I got  un- 
der weigh  from  Havana  this  morning,  and  I shall 
proc  eed  to  the  Cliesapeake. 

“1  need  notsa>,  sir,  how  deeply  my  feelings  have 
been  afflicted  at  this  distressing  mortality  and  sick- 
ness; and  since  so  many  deaths  liave  unhajipily  ta- 
ken place — since  the  safety  of  the  ship  has  in  some 
degree  been  hazarded,  and  the  purpose  defeated 
for  which  she  was  equipped,  1 hope  you  will  order 
an  investigation  into  the  cause  of  the  sickness  oii 
board.” 

HEPonx. 

In  making  this  inquiry,  t!ic  attention  of  the  court 
was  first  directed,  by  the  testimony  of  captain  Bid- 
dle, to  the  state  of  the  Macedonian’s  hold,  and  the 
circumstances  connected  with  her  fitting  out  from 
the  navy  yard;  then  to  tiie  treatment  of  the  crew 
and  the  management  of  the  ship  in  respect  to  mea- 
sures of  health  on  the  passage  cut,  to  the  Havana, 
during  her  cruise  in  the  West  Indies,  and  on  her 
return  to  the  United  States. 

It  appears  to  the  court,  that,  in  June,  1821,  cn 
the  third  day  after  the  .\Iacedonian’s  return  from 
the  Pacific,  the  breaking  out  of  her  hold  was  com- 
menced. This  was  finally  completed  in  October 
and  November,  1821,  when  all  the  water  casks 
were  broken  out  of  the  hold,  and,  before  the  15th 
January,  1822,  every  thing  except  her  ballast  was 
taken  out  of  the  vessel,  fhe  spirit  room  was  bro- 
ken out  soon  after  her  arrival. 

The  hold  wa.s  cleaned  and  the  skin  down  to  the 
ballast,  and  the  ballast  and  the  keelson  were  wash- 
ed and  scraped,  and  all  the  dirt  taken  up;  tlien, 
about  three  feet  of  the  ballast  on  each  side  of  the 
keelson  was  taken  up,  in  order  to  case  the  keelson. 
This  ballast  was  square  kenlltge,  was  stowed  very 
close,  and,  by  the  pressure  of  the  ballast  in  the 
wings,  was  so  compact  and  cemented  by  the  cor- 
j rosion  of  the  iron,  and  frozen,  dial  it  was  necessa- 
j ry  to  use  wedges  and  mauls  to  separate  the  pieces. 
I All  the  limber  boards  were  taken  up,  exc.^’pt  those 
j under  the  shot  locker,  and  the  limbers  were  found 
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to  l)i  not  iTio:c  dirty  than  usual.  The  pumps  were 
got  lip,  and  ttie  pump  well  was  cleared. 

li  also  appears  that  nearly  one  half  of  the  ballast 
was  removed  for  tlie  purpose  before  mentioned, 
and  to  give  it  a diiVercni  shape,  and  but  very  little 
dirt  was  found  under  the  ballast  so  removed.  The 
old  hoop-poles  used  for  dunnage  under  the  keut 
lege,  V. hicli  had  been  removed,  was  taken  out,  and 
the  skin  scraped  and  washed,  and  fresh  hoop  poles 
substituted  for  the  old  before  the  kentlegc  was  ro 
placed.  After  the  kentlege  was  put  in  place,  tlic 
hold  was  sv.'eptarid  all  the  chips  and  dirt  sent  out 
of  tiie  hold,  and  every  part  was  white-v;ashed 
down  to  the  ballast,  and  a part  of  this,  as  much  as 
the  slate  of  the  weather,  it  being  very  cold,  would 
peiM.it 

It  appears  that  the  water  casks  used  on  the  cruise 
to  tile  Pacific,  were  not  unusually  decayed:  of  these 
onl}  two  or  three  were  condemned;  the  rest  were 
accordingly  repaired  and  painted.  In  stowing 
these,  care  was  taken  by  sweeping  olf  Ihe  dirt 
from  each  before  it  was  stowed  to  keep  the  hold 
clean  'Phe  wood  for  fuel  was  stripped  of  its  bark, 
and  the  provision  casks  were  carefully  brushed  olf 
to  prevent  any  snow  or  dirt  from  getting  below  with 
with  them.  It  rdso  appears  that  the  ballast  in  the 
silirit  room  was  removed  and  cleaned,  and  that  tlie 
spirit  room  and  ballast  in  itwi-re  white-washed  be 
fore  the  spirit  casks  were  stowed.  It  also  appears 
that  the  magazine  was  carefully  and  thoroughly 
repaired,  and  that  all  the  store  rooms  were  put  in 
order  and  white  waslietl.  Here  it  may  be  proper  to 
observe  that  Doggett,  the  only  witness  Who  asserts 
that  the  hold  was  not  whitewashed  before  the  wa- 
ter casks  were  stowed,  had  not  much  opportunity 
cf  knowlecge,  or  was  not  observant,  of  what  pass- 
ed. He  states  that  there  was  no  superior  officer  in 
the  hold,  superintending  the  slowing  of  the  hold. 
It,  however,  appears  that  lieiUer.a.nt  Percival  was 
there  from  time  to  lime,  directing  iliis  operation; 
and  this  odicer,  and  the  men  who  were  actually 
employed  in  the  operation  of  white-washing  the 
hold,  have,  on  examination,  d.stiactly  and  positive- 
ly sworn  that  the  held  was  white-washed  down  to 
the  ballast  before  the  water  casks  were  stowed  It 
also  appears  that  many  of  the  men  were  ailiicted 
with  colds  about  the  time  the  slop  sailed;  that  most 
of  the  men  sufi'ered  from  catarrh  in  conserpience 
of  bad  weather  at  sea  a few  days  after  leaving  the 
port  of  IJoston;  that  they  recovered  generally  from 
this  l^ore  the  ship  arrived  at  the  Havana,  at  which 
time^ere  were  from  18  to  20  on  the  sick  list,  and 
these  generally  convalescent,  and  the  crew  was  ap 
parently  in  a healthy  state.  It  appears  that  the 
men  were  not  as  well  clothed  as  usual  onboard 
public  ships  on  the  passage  out  and  at  the  llavaiw, 
IJut,  there  was  as  much  cleanliness  among  the  crew 
as  practicable  under  these  circumstances.  It  also 
appears  that,  although  captain  Biddle  manifested 
great  anxiety  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  his 
crev,-,  yet  the  men  were  suffered  to  sleep  in  their 
watches  on  deck,  on  the  passage  out. 

It  appears  that  the  birth  deck  was  washed  two 
or  tliree  times  a week,  on  the  passage  out,  and  ofi- 
Tier  during  the  first  week,  after  the  ship’s  arrival  in 
the  Havana,  and  the  spar  and  gun  deck  every  day. 
Hut  the  washing  of  the  birth  deck  was  discontinued 
after  the  .second  week  in  the  Havana.  It  also  ap- 
peals that  135  men  were  birthed  upon  the  gun-deck 
for  liie  sake  of  the  healtli  of  all.  But,  on  cue  occa- 
sion, these,  as  a punishment  to  them,  were  sent  be- 
low to  sleep,  and  all  the  crew  slept  two  or  three 
nights  on  the  birtli  deck  after  the  ship’s  arrival  in 
the  port  of  tlie.  Havana,  It  appear*  that  uo  water 


was  It  t into  the  ship  on  her  passage  out,  but  dur- 
ing the  first  week  after  the  ship  arrived  in  the  Ha- 
vana, the  water  of  the  harbor  was  several  times  let 
into  the  hold,  and  pumped  out;  thattnis  water  was 
impure  as  appeared  afierwards. 

It  appears  that  the  hold  was  very  warm,  and  the 
air  very  close,  dense,  and  offensive;  that  a quantity 
of  fresh  water  was,  at  one  time,  while  in  the  Ha- 
vana, brought  off  from  the  shore,  and  started  into 
the  hold  and  pumped  out;  that  the  ship  was  once, 
but  for  only  two  or  three  days  warped  broadside  to 
the  wind.  But,  while  she  lay  at  all  other  times 
with  her  head  to  the  wind,  the  wind  sails  were  kept 
constantly  trimmed  at  proper  times  down  every 
hatch.  It  appears  that  the  awning  was  constantly 
spread  while  in  the  Havana,  and  that  the  naen  were 
very  little  exposed  to  wet  or  to  the  sun,  or  to 
duty  in  the  boats,  or  to  fatiguing  duty  on  board, 
being  excused  from  keeping  watch  at  night.  That 
the  first  case  of  malignant  fever  which  occurred  on 
board,  was  of  an  ordinary  seamen  belonging  to  one 
of  the  beats.  He  sickened  the  8t!i  May  and  died 
the  11th.  It  was  a case  of  yellow  fever,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  this  man  had,  the  day  before,  taken 
part  in  a boat  race  in  the  harbor  of  the  Havana. — 
Another  ordinaiy  seamen  died  of  the  fever  on  the 
I9ih;  lieutenant  Clements  died  on  the  26th.  He 
had  been  on  shore  the  evening  preceding  his  sick- 
ness for  a shot  time:  a marine  died  on  the  28th  May; 
several  others  sickened  in  this  month. 

The  names  of  all  who  died  of  tlie  fever,  from 
the  11th  of  May  to  the  8th  September,  inclusive, 
being  100  cases  of  fever,  are  mentioned  in  the  list 
communicated  by  Dr.  Chase,  and  attested  by  him 
and  lieut.  Simonds,  hereunto  annexed.  From  this 
it  will  appear  that, 

Of  10  commissioned  officers  on  board,  4 died  of 
fever; 

Of  25  warrant-officers  on  board,  7 died  of  fever; 

Of  28  petty-ofilcers  on  board,  5 died  of  fever; 

Of  118  seamen  on  board,  19  died  of  fever; 

Of  118  ordinary  seamen  on  board,  37  died  of  fe- 
ver; 

Of  27  boys  on  board,  15  died  of  fever; 

Of  50  marines  on  board,  14  died  of  fever; 

That  of  these,  7 died  in  5Iay  and  .June,  while  at 
the  Havana;  that  30  in  all  had  died  by  the  13th  of  Ju- 
1}%  when  both  the  surgeon  and  surgeon’s  mate  sick- 
ened, and  were  unable  to  do  duty;  that  the  surgeon. 
Dr. Cad le, died  on  Hie  20tb  July;  and  while  Dr.  Chase, 
surgeon’s  mate,  was  confined  to  his  cot,  35  more 
died.  It  also  appears,  that  a great  despondency  pre- 
vailed among  the  crew,  from  having  been  so  inform- 
ed, it  was  generally  believed  on  board,  that  the 
cause  of  the  sickness  was  owing  to  the  foul  state  of 
the  hold,:ind  the  men  were  under  strong  conviction 
that  all  who  sickened  would  inevitably  die;  liiat, 
daring  thi.s  state  of  despondency  and  sickness, 
the  crew  were  allowed  to  sleep  any  where  about 
the  ship — some  slept  in  the  chains,  some  in  the 
tops,  some  in  the  boats,  and  on  the  booms,  and  but 
fewi:i  their  hammocks. 

It  also  appears,  that,  on  the  4lh  of  June,  the  ship 
.sailed  for  Fort  au  Frince,  and  on  the  passage,  the 
number  of  new  cases  was  less,  and  the  sick  appear- 
ed belter  while  at  sea.  But  at  Haytien,  and  sub- 
sequently, the  sickness  and  mortality  continuall}* 
incrc.ascd,  and  the  ship  became  so  infected,  that 
there  was  no  reasonable  ground  for  expectation, 
that  the  crew  could  be  relieved  but  by  change  of 
situation  cr  climate.  It  also  appeared,  at  the  Ha- 
vana, after  the  ship’s  return  to  that  port,  a person 
recommended  by  a physician  of  that  place,  came 
on  board  do  the  duty  of  a surgeon,  and  assist  it* 
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the  care  of  tlie  sick.  It  appears  that  an  alarming 
state  of  sickness  continued  on  board  daring  the 
passage  from  the  Havana  to  Norfolk,  and  that  the 
men  were  allowed  to  sleep  in  any  part  of  the  ship, 
as  before  stated,  during  the  passage  home,  and  the 
sickness  and  mortality  were  not  diminished  till  af- 
ter the  vessel’s  arrival  in  the  LF.  States,  and  tlte  land- 
ing of  the  crew. 

The  preceding  report  embraces  all  the  facts  and 
circumstances  elicited  by  the  inquiry  which  this 
court  is  required  to  report,  and  are  respectfully 
submitted  with  the  following 

OPINION; 

The  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  conduct  of  the 
ollicers  of  the  navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  manifested 
great  zeal  and  attention  to  the  fitting  out  of  the 
Macedonian  for  her  late  cruise;  and  that  the  preva- 
lence of  sickness  and  mortality,  on  board  the  Ma- 
cedonian, is  not  to  be  ascribed,  in  any  degree,  to 
any  omission  of  duty  on  their  part;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  this  court,  that  the  hold  of  that 
ship  was  sufficiently  cleansed. 

The  court  is  further  of  opinion,  that  the  princi- 
pal causes  of  sickness  and  mortality  on  board  the 
Macedonian,  during  her  late  cruise,  were  the  sud- 
den transition  from  a northern  climate,  to  the  cli- 
mate of  the  port  of  Havana,  the  continuance  of  the 
ship  in  that  port  for  so  long  a period,  as  it  appears 
she  was  there  detained,  and  the  want  of  proper  me- 
dical aid,  for  a considerable  period. 

The  court  is  further  of  opinion,  that,  beside 
these  principal  causes,  the  debilitated  state  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  crew  at  the  time  of  their  arri- 
val at  the  port  of  Havana,  the  admission  of  water 
at  that  place,  into  the  hold  of  the  ship,  until  its  in- 
jurious effects  were  suspected,  and  the  permission 
given  the  crew  to  sleep  about  the  decks,  may  also 
be  considered  as  additional  causes  for  the  sickness 
and  mortality  which  prevailed  on  board  the  Mace- 
donian during  her  late  cruise. 

The  want  of  additional  clothing,  of  tea  and  su- 
gar, and  the  despondency  of  the  crew,  which  have 
been  enumerated  by  the  medical  officers,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  court,  have  not  produced  in  them- 
selves very  considerable  injury  to  the  health  of  the 
crew. 

The  court  feel  themselves  incompetent  to  deter- 
mine, whether  the  treatment  to  which  the  sick 
were  subjected,  was  judicious  or  otherwise,  and 
therefore  refer,  in  that^particular,to  the  opinions  of 
the  medical  officers,  which  are  annexed  to  these 
proceedings.  JOHN  RODGERS, 

President  of  the  court. 

Gkorsu  Sullivan,  Judge  Advocate. 

JSTavy  Department ^ JVov,  15,  1823. 

1 certify  that  the  foregoing  has  been  carefully  ex- 
amined, and  collated  with  the  original,  and  is  a true 
copy.  BENJAMIN  HOMANS. 


CHRONICLE. 

Air.  Jefferson  lately  broke  one  of  the  bones  of  his 
left  arm  by  a fall— but  we  are  really  happy  to  learn 
that,  though  advanced  in  life  as  he  is,  every  pros- 
pect is  afforded  of  a speedy  recovery  from  the  in- 
jury. 

Cotton.  Eight  cents  have  been  offered  for  the 
new  crop  at  Milledgeville,  Geo.  The  product  of 
the  present  year  will  be  very  large  in  the  United 
States;  and,  it  is  thought,  exceed  the  amount  of  the 


last  by  60  or  80,000  bales.  The  cultivation  ha^; 
been  much  extended  in  Alabama,  as  well  as  in  South 
Carolina,  &c. 

JVexu-lork.  The  revenue  received  on  the  Erie 
canal,  for  tolls,  will  exceed  60,000  dollars  for  the 
present  year!  When  this  great  work,  and  others  of 
the  like  nature,  are  finished  and  in  complete  ope- 
ration, it  is  very  possible  that  their  profits  may  be 
equal  to  the  whole  ordinary  expenditure  of  the 
government  of  the  state. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  persons  elect- 
ed to  the  18th  congress  from  this  state — S.  Wood," 
Jacob  Tyson,  Jolm  I.  Morgan,*  Churchill  C.  Cam- 
breleng,*  Peter  Sharpe,  Joel  Frost,  William  Van 
Wyck,*  Hector  Craig,  Lem’l  Jenkins,  John  Strong, 
James  L.  Hogeboom,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,* 
Charles  A.  Foote,  Lewis  Eaton,  Isaac  Williams, 
Henry  R.  Storrs,  Jno.  Herkimer,  Jno.  W.  Cady,  Jno. 
W.  Taylor,*  Henry  C.  Martindale,  John  Richards, 
Egbert  Ten  Eyck,  Ela  Collins,  Lot  Clark,  Justin 
Dwinell,  Elisha  Litchfield,*  Rowland  Day,  Samuel 
Lawrence,  Dudley  Marvin,  Robert  S.  Rose,  Moses 
Hayden,  Wm.  B.  Rochester,  Isaac  Wilson,  Albert 
H.  Tracey.*  Those  marked  thus  * are  members 
of  the  present  congress. 

They  are  thus  politically  classed  in  some  of  the 
New-York  papers — republicans  27,  ^federalists  4, 
»Clintonians”  3. 

The  state  senate,  just  elected,  is  said  to  be  unani- 
mously republican;  in  the  house  of  representatives 
there  are  only  4 federalists,  and  a few  *‘Clintoni- 
ans.” 

A repablican  governor  and  lieutenant  governor 
have  been  elected  without  serious  opposition. 

A due}!  Wesley  Tapsico,  a black  man  and  na- 
tive of  Philadelphia,  was  lately  killed  in  an  affair 
of  honor  at  Port  au  Prince,  by  another  black  named 
Kelly,  who  eluded  the  summary  justice  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Hay  ti  by  concealment  and  escape  from 
the  island. 

Jjongeviiy.  The  Indianapolis  Gazette  says — 
“There  is  now  living  at  the  Bluff’s  of  White  River, 
a Mr.  Summers^  aged  119  years — his  eldest  child  is 
93  years  old,  and  his  youngest  14.  Mr.  Summers 
enjoys  good  health,  for  a man  of  his  age,  and  can 
read  the  smallest  print  without  the  aid  of  glasses.” 

Steam.  In  a conversation  which  a short  time  since 
took  place  upon  the  wonderful  and  various  appli- 
cations  of  steam,  an  Irish  gentleman  present,  wdio 
had  just  arrived  in  England,  suddenly  exclaimed, 
“It  is  quite  entirely  past  all  belafe;  by  tlJfeowers’ 
I’ll  be  no  way  surprised  to  find  myself  going  a 
hunting,  some  morning,  on  my  oww  tay  kettle.’* 

\^London  paper. 

JVexu  Orleans.  The  follow'ing  was  published  in 
the  papers  of  this  city  on  the  26ih  October; 

“The  board  of  health  have  seen,  with  regret, 
that  several  strangers  have  had  the  temerity  to 
come  into  the  city  within  the  last  week,  and  fallen 
victims  to  the  fever,  which,  notwithstanding  the 
cool  weather,  unhappily  continues  to  prevail.  The 
sudden  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths,  is  believ- 
ed to  be  owing  more  to  the  absence  of  proper  sub- 
jects, than  to  any  change  in  the  character  of  the 
disease.  Strangers  are,  therefore,  admonished  to 
avoid  the  city,  until  the  board  of  health  shall  re- 
deem the  pledge  made  to  the  public,  to  give  the 
earliest  information  w'hen  they  may  enter  it  with 
safety.  H.  K.  GORDON, 

Secretary  of  the  board  of  health., 

October  25. 
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'I  HE  MESSAGE.  I'Ue  iisual  communication  of  the 
president  of  the  United  Slates,  at  tiie  commence- 
ment of  a session  of  congress,  will  be  found  in  the 
subsequent  pages.  It  tloes  not  contain  any  thing 
new  or  important — noi  was  matter  of  either  charac- 
ter to  be  expected.  i'he  receipts  of  tlte  year  haie 
much  exceeded  the  estimates;  and  w’e  learn  that 
the  money  borro'ved  in  1820,  to  help  out  with 
expenditures  of  that  year,  is  now  to  be  paid  olf, 
and  sometiiiiig  is  said  tliat  is,  in  part,  or  partially, 
favorable  to  the  support  of  mamdacturing  industry. 
The  commercial  interest  appears  to  have  been  care- 
fully protected — and  reitriction  has  produced  reci- 
procity, in  regard  to  it. 

From  Mexico  a minister  arrived  at  Baltimore,  the 
latter  end  of  last  week— don  Jose  Manuel  de  Zo- 
za}a,  with  a numerous  suite  of  oiiiceis  and  attend- 
ants. — 

Banks.  The  mania  to  make  new  hanks,  though 
the  best  managed  of  the  old  ones  can  hardly  do 
business,  and,  in  general,  yield  not  more  than  5 per 
cent. per  ann.  has  broken  out  afresh.  Some  two  or 
three  have  been  made  in  New  Jersey,  and  several 
are  projected  in  New  York,  under  different  names 
and  with  various  osten.sible  purposes.  We  appre- 
hend that  this  is  not  tiie  linie  to  institute  new  baiiks 
— the  sjjecie  capital  oftlic  country,  rapidly  decreas- 
ing, will  not  sustain  those  already  established  in 
doing  one  half  of  the  business  that  they  would  do, 
under  difi’erent  circumstances;  and  any  diversion  of 
that  capital  will  only  add  to  tlvs  danger  seriously 
apprehended  by  some,  that  many  of  our  banks  will 
either  have  to  suspend  specie  payments,  or  sup- 
port themselves  by  the  ruin  of  their  debtors.  The 
former  is  an  evil  of  great  magnitude;  tor  it  will  be 
immediately  followed  by  associations  of  money-ma- 
nufacturing swindlers,  and  render  unavailing  all  that 
the  people  have  suffered  to  bring  about  tiie  resto- 
ration of  a wholesome  currency.  It  is  complained 
that  the  banks  do  not  accommodate  those  whom 
tliey  ought— but  the  fact  is  that  they  cannot.  Some 
of  them,  and  especially  the  Mammoth,  may  be  chief- 
ly devoted  to  an  accomplishment  of  the  views  of 
certain  great  traders  in  money  and  bills — specula- 
tors and  shavers;  but,  by  affording  them  more  room 
for  iniquity,  we  cannot  expect  to|diminish  it.  It  is 
the  principle  of  monied  institutions  to  grow  into 
aristocracies, /or  they  have  no  souls;  and  we  are  not 
disposed  to  increase  their  number. 

While  on  this  subject,  we  are  pleased  to  notice 
the  introduction  of  late  resolutions  into  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  of  Kentucky,  which,  if 
adopted  and  persevered  in,  will  relieve  the  people 
of  that  state  of  their  present  rag-system  and  its  ac- 
com])anying  stay  laws  and  stop  laws,  as  rapidly, 
jjerhaps,  as  the  condition  of  things  will  admit  of. 
The  sudden  appreciation  of  the  value  of  a curren- 
cy has  almost  as  severe  an  operation  as  a sudden 
depreciation.  There  is  not,  probably  cannot  be, 
any  standard  of  value;  but  the  best  than  can  be  de- 
vised is  that  which  is  most  generally  considered  so 
•i— whether  it  be  gold,  silver,  iron  or  leather,  as  used 
to  measure  the  exchange  of  labor  and  commodities. 

Bank  of  the  United  States.  A convention  of 
delegates  as  from  the  stockholders  in  the  states  of 
Vox.  XXIir. 14. 


Massacliusetls,  (hmnecticut,  Nesv- VorL,  Pv  ....  • .a- 
nia,  Delaware,  Maryland  and  South  Caicln  ...  and 
the  District  of  Columbia,  met  at  Fniladelpnia  on 
the  25th  ult.  for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  on  some 
person  to  be  supported  as  [nvsi.leut  or  tha  ,n>,titu- 
tion,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Cheves.  After  various 
preparatory  proceedings,  it  was  agreed  that  .Vicho- 
las  liidille,  esq.  should  be  recommended  On  tlie  final 
vote— the  delegate  f rom  .Massachusetts  was  absent, 
those  from  Fennsylvania  declined  voting,  but  all 
the  rest  were  in  the  affirmative  and  without  divi- 
sion,  except  Connecticut — two  for  and  one  against 
Mr.  Biddle,  'i'his  gentleman  is  higlily  commended 
by  some  and  much  objected  to  by  others,  and  it  is 
likely  there  will  be  some  noise  made  in  the  papers 
about  the  matter,  i'he  “misery”  is,  tliat  a few* un- 
known, irresponsible  individuals,  have  the  posver 
of  an  ins'.itution  that  grasps  at  a regulation  of  some 
of  tlie  dearest  interests  of  the  jieople  of  the  United 
States,  and  can  assess,  as  it  were,  the  price  of  every 
man's  farm,  if  to  be  brought  into  market  for  sale. 

Porto  Rico  expedition.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  some  of  those,  and,  seemingly,  nearly  all  the 
chiefs  of  the  expedition  fitted  out  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s for  the  conquest  of  Forto'Rico,  had  arrived 
at  Curracoa,  where  they  were  taken  into  custody  by 
the  Dutch  authorities.  Gen.  De  Coudras  and  Mr. 
Irvine,  and  otlitrs,  were  yet  in  prison  at  the  begin- 
ning of  last  month.  Captain  Spence,  of  the  U.  S. 
ship  Cyane,  had  requested  the  release  of  Mr.  I.  as 
an  American  citizen;  but  the  governor,  though  he 
expressed  great  willingness  to  cultivate  a good 
understanding  with  the  United  States,  would  not 
consider  him  in  any  other  light  than  as  “secretary  of 
state  of  the  island  of  Bnuqua,”  as  declared  by  every 
paper  relative  to  the  affair.  It  was  believed  that 
captain  Sjience  w’ould  not  persist  in  his  request. 

It  may  be  only  necessary  to  add,  that  this  wild, 
or  worse  than  wild  expedition,  has  completely 
failed,  after  the  cost  of  some  lives  and  much  money 
and  suffering;  and  we  liope  that  it  may  do  a little, 
in  addition  to  many  things  of  the  kind  tliat  liave  hap- 
pene<l,  to  teach  caution  and  prevent  others  from 
engagingin  such  illegal,  unwarrantable  practices — 
the  foundation  of  which  is  desperation  and  the  de- 
sire of  plunder,  though  some  may  embark  in  them 
with  different  views,  and  others  are  fairly  kidnap- 
ped  and  reduced  to  a state  of  slavery,  by  sets  of 
knaves,  no  punishment  for  whom  is  sufRdent  for 
the  purposes  of  justice. 

Cotton,  of  a good  quality,  has  been  experimen- 
tally I’aised  in  Connecticut,  New  Y'ork,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  during  the  late  season. 
We  have  a specimen  of  some  that  grew  near  Steu- 
benville, which  is  said  to  be  equal  to  the  average 
quality  of  the  Georgia  upland.  It  is  probable  that 
some  crops  of  the  article  may  be  attempted  next 
yeai'.  If  it  will  succeed  in  a thickly  pop'ulated 
state  like  Connecticut,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  can 
be  raised  cheaper  by  the  labor  of  free  persons  than 
by  that  of  slaves.  A late  writer  of  a pamphlet  at 
Charleston,  estimates  the  average  cost  of  slaves, 
including  interest  on  capital,  at  70  dollars  per  head 
— but,  as  not  more  than  one  half  of  the  whole  num- 
ber ou  a plantation  are  efiective^workprs,  the  cost 
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of  tiie  latter  vs  supposed  by  him  to  be  about  140 
dollars  per  annum.  For  this  sum,  in  many  parts  of  1 
our  country,  free  white  laborers  of  the  first  class,  i 
may  be  hired  and  supported  with  food.  See  an 
interesting  article  on  this  subject  in  the  present  i 
glieet  ' 

Wowcksteh’s  geoghaphy.  VVe  have  a copy  of 
the  second  edition  of  Mr.  Worcester’s  geography, 
as  reduced  for  the  use  of  schools  or  young  persons: 
it  is  accompanied  by  an  atlas  of  neatly  drawn  and 
seemingly  correct  maps.  Having  long  felt  anxious 
for  a work  of  this  sort  that  might  be  freely  adopt 
ed  for  the  instruction  of  children  in  geography^ 
without  the  danger  of  leading  them  into  errors  or 
opinions  on  subjects  not  connected  therev.’ith,  we 
regard  this  little  work  as  a valuable  acquisition.— 
Brought  into  a space  of  a moderate  duodecimo,  it 
must  needs  be  supposed  that  the  various  subjects, 
belonging  to  all  the  known  countries  of  the  world, 
are  briefly  spoken  of— but  the  great  leading  or  re- 
markable things  are  distinctly  mentioned,  and  the 
volume  abounds  with  statistical  information,  by 
which  a knowledge  of  the  most  important  items  is 
conveyed  in  the  shortest  and  most  intelligible  man 
ner.  In  our  opinion,  the  compiler  has  completely 
succeeded  in  his  purpose  of  forming  a book  for  the 
US9  of  schools. 

IMioDLEBunY  coLT.KGE,  fiiul  Vermont  Jicademy  of 
Medicine.  The  college  faculty  consists  of  a presi- 
dent, three  professors,  one  lecturer  and  two  tutors 
tlie  medical  faculty  of  five  professors,  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments.  The  senior  sophisters  are  18, 
the  junior  31,  the  sophomores  18,  and  the  freshmen 
20— the  medical  students  amount  to  85.  The  cost 
for  tuition,  room  rent,  repairs  and  incidental  charges 
in  the  college,  are  about  thirty-two  dollars  perann: 
the  price  of  boarding  from  100  to  150  cents  per 
week,  in  private  families.  For  all  the  medical  cour 
ses,  40  dollars  are  charged;  graduate  fees  12;  read 
ing  terms  8;  board,  washing  and  lodging,  150  cents 
per  week.  The  medical  lectures  continue  twelve 
weeks.  

Georgia.  Students  itv  Franklin  college,  univer 
sity  of  G orgia— Seniors  20;  juniors  17;  sophomores 
42;  freshmen  41— total  120.  Nearly  all  the  students 
belong  to  that  state— but  there  are  several  from 
Alabama,  &.c. 

PnEsiKENTiAL  ELECTios.  The  follov/ing  is  the 
reply  of  a writer  in  the  Richmond  “Enquirer,”  to 
an  article  published  in  this  paper  on  the  23d  ultimo: 

To  the  “one  word  to  Mr.  Niles” — we  are  quite  as 
much  opposed  to  any  collusion  and  corruption  that 
may  exist  in  opposition  to  the  manifest  intention  of 
the  constitution,  as  to  injuries  that  may  arise  from 
the  operation  of  its  established  provisions.  We  do 
dislike  a caucus,  and  also  the  idea  of  a vote  in  the 
bouse  of  representatives — but  it  does  not  follow 
that, for  disliking  both,  we  must  adopt  either.  There 
is  time  enough  yet  to  act  on  the  case — and,  though 
at  “present”  so  much  diversity  of  opinion  exists, 
no  reason  can  be  offered  why  the  public  intelli 
gence  shall  not  be  prepared  to  act,  in  due  season, 
on  the  momentous  question  submitted  to  the  pub 
lie  will;  for,  no  doubt,  certain  great  principles  will 
be  brought  to  bear  upon  it.  We  are  opposed  to  all 
attempts  to  forestall  the  opinion  of  the  people,  or 
put  a president  over  them  by  intrigue  or  by  storm. 
To  the  author  of  **Triginli  Quatuor,  of  JVeiv  Yorkf 

Sill:  I have  seen  your  remarks,  (in  Mr.  Niles*  last 
Register) — and  beg  leave  to  offer  a very  short  re- 
gpinder. 


You  ask  Mr.  Niles  how  he  can  “be  alarmed  by 
the  specious  imaginings  of  “C-arulator”  of  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer,  at  the  danger  of  a contingent  “vote 
by  state.s,”  in  the  event  of  no  candidate  having  a 
majority  of  electoral  votes.” — And  you  are  chari- 
table enough  to  add  that  “the  purpose  of  this 
sound  of  alarm  from  Richmond,  we  took  to  be 
obvious.  We  allude  to  no  further  purpose  of  thi.s 
alarm  tlian  the  effectof  a congressional  nomination.” 
Hmv  do  you  discover  that  1 prefer  a congres- 
sional caucus.*  ])o  1 avow  .such  a preference?  Surely 
not.  All  that  I inferred,  wa.s,  that  we  should  “unite 
in  some  fair  and  constitutional  mode  in  favor  of  one 
man,  so  as  to  secure  him  a majority  of  tiie  electoral 
votes.’*  Now,  whether  this  is  to  be  done  by  a cau- 
cus, a convention  of  state  delegations  proportioned 
to  their  electoral  representation,  or  any  other 
mode,  1 have  not  undertaken  to  say.  All  that  1 
urged,  was  the  concentration  of  votes — the  mode 
was  left  to  the  good  sense  of  the  people.  1 am 
free  to  confess,  however,  that  1 would  infinitely 
prefer  a caucus,  (provided  it  would  have  the  desir- 
ed effect)  to  an  election  by  the  II.  of  R I have 
no  interest  to  promote  by  a caucus.  Richmond 
has  none.  Tlie  state  at  large  has  none.  1 dread 
the  mischiefs  of  a vote  by  the  H.  of  R.;  and  in  my 
: opinion,  every  Virginian,  and  every  friend  to  his 
country,  should  view  it  with  apprehension. 

You  make  my  only  objection  to  consist  in  the 
*'  members  being  “liable  to  corruption,”  You  mis- 

• rejvresent  me  again.  1 did  not  dwell  on  this  o'ojcc- 
i tion. — Tlie  one  on  wbicli  I principally  relied  was 

• this:  that  the  election  might  possibly  be  made  by  31 
, representatives  only!  at  all  events,  by  “an  extreme- 
i ly  small  minority”— a result  which  the  people  at 
L large  ought  not  to  provoke. 

• Whether  the  vote  of  the  13  states  which  are 

• represented  by  the  31  members,  will  be  “obtained 
incorrectly,”  or  not,  is  not  the  question. — The  re- 
sult in  defeating  the  will  of  the  majority  is  still  the 
same.  By  fair  means  or  by  foul,  a man  may  be  im- 

’ posed  as  a president  upon  the  nation  by  an  insig- 
' nificant  manority,  when  he  had  possibly  received 
only  a few  of  the  electoral  votes.  It  is  a conse- 
quence of  this  sort  which  I would  especially  avoid. 

j Some  of  these  representative  votes  may  5eincor- 
j redly  obtained.  Bad  men  would  bid  high  for  the 
votes  of  the  weak  and  the  wicked — and  I would 
not  expose  them  to  so  great  a temptation.  I think 
j my  countrymen  purer  than  any  other  people  on 
\ the  globe;  but  human  nature  may  be  corrupted, 
. and  suspicion  is  the  very  principle  of  a republic. 

3 But,  putting  corruption  aside,  what  do  you  say  to 
t cabal — to  party  [views— to  sectional  feelings — to  a 
f variety  of  considerations,  which  may  swerve  men 
1 from  the  best  interests  of  their  country?  what  do 
) you  say  to  the  only  experiment  we  have  already 
i seen?  to  the  election  in  1801?  Are  you  so  ignorant 
i as  not  to  know  that  there  was  a design  even  then  of 
5 appointing  a president  by  law?  Have  you  seen  Bay- 
I ard’s  letter,  who  states  that  the  eastern  federalists 
, were  determined  to  trample  the  constitution  under 
foot,  rather  than  elect  Mr.  Jefferson?  Reall}’,  sir,  if 
, you  wish  to  see  another  election  by  the  H.  of  R.  I 
do  not  Deliver  us  from  this  evil,  I beseech  you. 
1 I say,  then  let  us  concentrate  the  votes  of  the 
1 electors,  How  is  it  best  to  be  done?  You  do  not 
r like  a caucus.  Well,  give  us  some  better  mode. 
. If  I like  it,  I will  take  it.— I wish  with  you  to  do 

• away  the  caucus,  if  I could  only  find  a better  sub- 
t stitute;  but  to  abolish  it  without  any  other  plan,  and 
- leave  the  matter  to  such  risks  and  perils  as  might 

Striae  in  II.  of  R.,  requires  more  nerve  than  I possess 
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One -word  to  Jfr.  J\'iles — You  dislike  a caucus. — 
You  think,, 'in  the  present  slate  oF  things,’  it  ‘would 
be  laughed  into  contempt.’  Now,  sir,  I lay  before 
you  this  obvious  dilemma.  If  you  dislike  a caucus, 
and  you  also  dislike  the  idea  of  a vote  by  the  fl.  of 
K.  v^^iat  plan  wdl  you  fall  upon  to  avoid  that  vote.^ 
For,  if  1 do  not  mistake  “the  present  stare  of  things,” 
there  is  much  cause  to  fear  there  will  be  no  elec- 
tion without  some  means  of  concentrating  the  votes 
Of  the  electors.  Gai.c-clatou. 

The  pirates  of  Cuba.  The  following  extract  of 
a letter  from  an  ofiicer  on  board  the  United  States 
S''hooner  Alligator,  to  a friend  in  Washington  city, 
may  be  regarded  as  a semi-official  account  of  a 
melancholy  event; 

Extract.  “I  will  now  give  you  a brief  account, 
in  detail,  of  the  pirate  fight  of  the  9th  inst.  The 
Alligator  was  coming  to  anchor  the  morning  pre- 
vious  in  the  port  of  Matanzas,  when  information 
was  brought  on  board  that  an  American  brig  and 
schooner  had  been  captured  some  days  before,  and 
were  then  at  anchor  and  in  possession  of  a large 
gang  of  pirates  in  a bay  on  the  east  side  of  I’oint 
H>cacos,  about  15  leagues  to  the  windward  of  Ma- 
tauzas,  and  that  the  master  of  the  brig  and  mate  of 
the  schooner  had  been  sent  in  the  preceding  morn- 
ing by  the  pirates  to  procure  for  tiie  ran- 

som of  the  two  vessels,  with  which  sum  they  were 
to  return  in  three  days  on  pain  of  their  vessels  be- 
ing destroyed,  and  the  officers  and  crew,  remain- 
ing on  board,  treated  with  every  severity  their  ava- 
ricious revenge  could  inflict. 

Having  the  master  and  mate  on  board,  we  im- 
mediately stood  to  sea,  and  proceeded  to  tb.e  release 
of  their  vessels.  At  day  light  on  the  morning  of 
the  9th  inst.  came  to  anchor  off  I’oint  llycacos  and 
within  one  of  the  islands  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay, 
and  about  10  or  12  miles  distant  from  where  the  brig 
and  schooner  had  been  left  at  anchor,  being  hid  f rom 
our  view  by  intervening  land.  VVe  then  discover- 
ed, some  little  distance  over  a small  island,  a ship, 
a brig,  and  schooner,  lying  at  anchor,  and,  a little 
further  to  the  leeward,  a small  schooner  under  sail, 
her  deck  apparently  filled  with  men,  and  boats 
communicating  between  her  and  the  vessels  at  an 
chor,  the  two  last  of  wliich,  at  the  same  time,  get- 
ting under  way.  With  the  boats  of  the  Alligator 
chase  was  immediately  made  after  the  schooner, 
and  she  with  her  sweeps  endeavoring  to  escape  by 
doubling  an  island  nearest  Point  Hycacos,  and  steer- 
ing up  the  bay.  The  wind  being  light,  after  row- 
ing three  or  four  leagues,  we  had  gained  within 
reach,  when  the  chase  rounded,  hoisted  a red fiag^ 
and  commenced  a heavy  fire  of  round  and  grape 
upon  us.  We  soon  regained  her  wake,  and  when 
within  reach  of  our  muskets  commenced  our  fire, 
the  men  at  the  oars  at  the  same  time  giving  way 
to  lay  alongside  and  board  on  her  quarter.  At 
this  time,  a second  schooner,  armed  and  filled  with 
men,  had  commenced  firing  upon  us,  and  passing 
some  distance  ahead,  brailed  up  her  foresail  on  the 
starboard  bow  of  the  first,  which  we  were  now 
within  pistol  shot  of,  and  had  silenced  her  fire  with 
our  small  arms,  when  her  men  took  precipitately 
to  their  boats,  four  or  five  in  number,  towing  on  the 
larboard  side,  to  get  on  board  their  consort,  when 
our  two  boats  (launch,  capt.  Allen,  and  cutter,  lieut. 
Dale)  pulled  away  to  cut  them  off.  Seeing  our  ob- 
ject,  tliey  returned  on  board  their  vessel.  We  im- 
mediately regained  our  position  astern  to  pull  up 
and  board  on  her  quarters,  returning  their  fire  of 
small  arms;  and  they  again  took  to  their  boats,  now 
'on  the  starboard  side,  and  escaped  on  board  the  other 


schr.  Capt.  Allen  now  directed  a midshipman,  with 
four  men,  in  his  gig,  wfiich  was  near  us,  to  board 
and  take  possession  of  the  first  prize,  and,  with  our 
two  other  large  boats,  rowed  i.mmedialely  after  the 
second,  now  reinforced  with  from  30  to  40  men  in 
addition  to  her  own,  (which  we  have  sine®  under- 
stood to  be  from  60  to  80),  all  well  furnished  with 
small  arms  and  boarding  pikes.  Sec.  and  had  gained 
within  twice  our  boat’s  length  of  her  stern  and  lar- 
board quarter,  sustaining  and  returning  their  fire, 
when  the  cutter  began  to  veer  off,  and  was  falling 
round  on  her  starboard  bow,  from  the  obstruction  of 
' killed  and  wounded  at  her  oars,  and  the  launch  uii- 
able  to  keep  way  with  the  chase,  from  like  causes, 
(and  capt.  A.  having  previously  been  wounded  by 
two  musket  balls,  of  one  of  which  he  died  four 
hours  after),  both  boats  dropped  along  side  'he 
prize,  and  removed  our  killcxi  (two)  and  wounded 
(five,  two  since  dead)  on  board  lier.  She  was  arm- 
ed witli  one  long  12  pounder,  (on  a pivot),  two  do. 
6-pounders,  two  do.  S-pounders,  carriage  guns,  and 
I two  swivels — her  red  fag  nailed  to  the  mast.  In  the 
cabin  and  run  were  a number  of  bottles  filled  with 
powder,  and  slow  matches  through  the  corks,  some 
of  v\hich  having  been  lighted  and  extinguished,  it 
appeared  evident  that  the  pirates  had  set  fire  to 
them  on  first  leaving  her,  expecting  she  would 
blow  up  soon  after  our  boarding,  but,  returning  so 
insUintly  on  board,  they  extinguished  the  matches, 
and  the  last  time  they  were  too  closely  driven  in 
abandoning  her,  to  take  time  to  re-fire  them.  The 
pirates  now  kept  off,  and  in  shore,  where  they  were 
joined  by  another  schooner,  about  three  mif-S  dis- 
tance from  us,  of  heavier  armament  than  either  of 
the  others,  and  about  thirty  men  on  board,  (accord- 
ing to  onr  subsequent  information),  both,  however^ 
kept  away  under  the  land,  and,  with  our  prize,  we 
stood  out  to  the  Alligator.  Having  buried  our  kill- 
ed and  taken  the  wounded  on  board,  crews  were 
sent  to  take  possession  of  the  brig  and  schooner 
in  the  bay,  both  of  which  had  been  cut  adrift,  and 
were  found  without  any  individual  on  board  either. 
The  next  day,  with  those  and  tiie  ship,  brig  and 
schooner  we  had  first  seen  at  anchor,  all  of  which 
had  been  abandoned  by  the  pirates  on  the  Alliga- 
tor’s coming  in  the  morning  previous,  leaving  or- 
ders for  the  two  last  to  follow  them  into  the  bay  on 
pain  of  deaths  we  proceeded  to  Matanzas,  where 
the  remains  of  captain  Allen  were  interred  with 
military  honors;  an  escort  being  furnished  by  the 
lieutenant-governor  of  tlie  island  and  commander 
of  Matanzas,  who  expressed  much  sy'mpathy  and 
regret  for  his  death,  and  the  deprecated,  but  in- 
creasing villanies  that  had  caused  it. 

He  liad,  the  day  previous  to  our  first  .going  in 
there,  furnished  arms,  &c.  to  put  on  board  a small 
American  schooner,  at  the  request  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  that  port,  and  gave  her  a commission  to  go 
out  and  re-capture  the  two  merchant  vessels.  But 
I am  digressing  from  my  intended  narrative,  which, 
for  the  present,  you  must  take  as  finished,  only 
adding,  that,  while  in  Matanzas,  we  were  informed 
that  the  pirates  had  lost  in  the  action  14  killed, 
and  that  a great  number  were  taken  on  shore  the 
same  afternoon  wounded;  among  whom  was  the  se- 
cond in  command,  shot  through  the  body,  and  since 
reported  dead. 

“I  consider  it  tlie  most  hazardous  and  dangerous 
action  in  which  I have  been  engaged.  I cannot  but 
deeply  lament  the  fate  of  poor  Allen,  on  whom  a 
widowed  mother  and  orphan  sister  were  almost 
wholly  dependent.  Leaving  them  so,  appeared  to 
be  his  only  regret  in  meeting  his  death;  and  his 
last  wisffies  were,  that  the  government,  in  wIws'q 
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service  he  had  fallen,  should,  in  requital,  give  due 
credit  to  his  name,  and  extend  its  protecting  aid  to^ 
them,’*  I 

'Uie  ship  re-captured  was  the  William-IIenry,  of  j 
New-York,  brigs  Sarah  Morril,  and  Iris,  of  Boston, 
one  schooner  belonged  to  Rochester  and  the  other 
to  Salem — these  have  since  arrived  in  the  United 
States,  together  with  the  pirate  schooner  captured. 
She  is  called  the  Revenge,  and  is  a fine  vessel.  It 
is  believed  that  14  of  the  pirates  were  killed — one 
of  their  captains  among  them.  Much  respect  has 
been  paid  to  the  memory  of  lieut.  com.  Allen  at  the 
various  navy  stations  and  ports  of  the  United  States. 
Jde  was  a very  valuable  officer. 

There  is  ar  rumor  that  the  British  sloop  of  war 
Tyne  has  had  a severe  fight  with  a large  body  of 
these  villains,  in  which  she  lost  12  killed,  besides 
wounded.  But,  it  is  said,  that  between  40  and  50 
of  the  pirates  were  slain,  and  29  of  them  taken  pri- 
soners. 

We  have  not  room  to  detail  the  acts  of  the  pirates. 
The  last  week  has  furnished  us  with  matter  enough 
about  their  proceedings  to  fill  a whole  sheet!  Their 
number  is  great,  and  success  has  stimulated  them  to 
commit  the  most  daring  atrocities,  i'liey  make 
Ttiany  captures,  and  murder  and  destroy  at  their  own 
will,  without  mercy — beating  and  cruelly  abusing 
those  whom  they  spare.  The  whole  trade  of  the 
gulf  is  subjected  pretty  much  to  their  controul, 
and  the  time  has  arrived  when  something  of  a most 
decisive  characier  must  be  done.  The  utmost  power 
of  the  government  should  be  exerted;  the  nest  of 
villains  must  be  destroyed,  or  they  will  destroy  us. 
Our  coasting  trade  must  be  protected,  as  our  inter- 
nal industry  should  be — they  go  hand  in  hand. 

The  BENEriT  or  ceekgt.  The  WilmingtonWatch 
man  ol  November  29,  details  the  following  instance 
of  a case  in  which  this  privilege  was  claimed  at 
the  late  session  of  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer, 
held  at  Newcastle,  Delaware. 

Elizabeth  Bachelor  had  been  convicted  of  burn- 
ing a stable  w’ith  hay  in  it,  belonging  to  John 
Rumford,  and  on  Saturday,  the  16th  inst.  the  court 
had  directed,  or  were  about  to  direct,  the  sheriff  to 
bring  lier  to  the  bar  for  the  purpose  of  passing  sen- 
tence of  death,  when  her  counsel,  Mr.Brinckle,  sug- 
gested an  opinion  that  the  burning  of  a stable  was 
a clergyable  offence.  After  some  conversation  be 
tween  the  attorney  general  and  Mr.  Brinckle — the 
court  adjourned  until  Monday  for  the  purpose  of 
hearing  the  point  formally  argued.  The  whole  of 
Monday  was  occupied  in  a full  and  deliberate  dis- 
cussion of  the  point,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  the 
court  delivered  their  opinion  in  favor  of  the  claim. 
The  sentence  upon  Elizabeth  Bachelor,  therefore, 
instead  of  death,  was  to  be  branded  on  the  hand, 
and  to  suffer  one  year’s  imprisonment.  The  brand 
ing  was  to  have  been  inflicted  forthwith,  but  was 
postponed,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  attorney  gene- 
ral, who  intimated  his  intention  to  carry  the  case 
up  to  the  court  of  appeals.  For  the  benefit  of  in- 
cendiaries, and  others  disposed  to  engage  in  that 
line,  w^e  have  thought  it  right  to  state  this  case — 
If  any  such  should  hereafter  take  it  into  their  heads 
to  burn  a dwelling  house  or  a barn  with  grain  in  it, 
he  will  surely  be  hung;  if  a stable,  or  out  house, 
the  benefit  of  clergy  comes  to  his  aid,  and,  for  the  first 
offence  only,  saves  his  neck  from  the  gallows. 

Ambassadors*  privilege.  A French  paper  says, 
<»a  statement  has  been  copied  from  the  German  pa 
persby  all  the  French  jou’^nals,  winch  requires  ex- 
planation. It  hfts  been  said  that  Hamet  Effendi* 


the  grand  signior’s  favorite,  declared  to  lord  Sir.  ng- 
I ford,  that  if  a new  ambassador  from  Russia  pr-sent- 
I ed  himself  on  board  an  armed  frigate,  the  guns  of 
I the  fort  should  fire  upon  the  vessel.  : his  declara- 
tion of  Ilumet  Eflendi,  lias  been  termed  insolent* 
and  yet  it  is  very  simple.  The  (ierman  papers, 
doubtless,  were  not  aware  that,  when  baron  Stro- 
gonoff  was  appointed  by  the  emperor  Alexander 
his  ambassador  to  Constan  inople,  after  the  treaty 
of  Bucharest,  in  1812,  tb.at  minister  attempted  to 
establish  .in  old  claim  of  privilege,  agreed  to  under' 
the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great,  but  which  had  after 
fallen  into  disuse:  in  elfect,  he  entered  the  harbor 
on  board  of  bis  frigate,  notwithstanding  the  usage 
by  which  all  foreign  sbi[is  are  prohibited  from  p.is- 
sing,  armed,  under  the  walls  of  the  seraglio,  and 
was  received  with  a terrible  broadside.  T he  fri- 
gate, happily,  sustained  no  damage,  and  did  not  re- 
turn the  fire,  so  that  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  oc- 
currence. On  the  present  occasion,  the  expres- 
sions which  Hamet  Effendi  made  use  of  are  to  be 
attributed  solely  to  his  anxiety  to  prevent  the  re- 
petition of  a scene  of  such  a description.’* 

The  oyster  beds,  in  Delaware  bay,  and  the  ad- 
jacent coves,  within  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
New-Jersey,  afford  employment  and  subsistence 
to  fourteen  hundred  men. 

The  demand  for  these  oysters  being  very  great 
at  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  fleets  of  boats  from 
both  cities  have  been  annually  employed  in  ga- 
thering them;  and,  of  late  years,  the  dredge  has 
been  generally  used  for  this  purpose;  but,  as  this 
iiTstrument  is  said  to  destroy  more  than  it  catches, 
and  soon  to  break  up  the  beds,  the  legislature  of 
New  Jersey,  to  preserve  the  oysters,  and  to  secure 
them  to  its  own  constituents,  passed  an  act  in  Jane, 
1820,  imposing  penalties  on  all  persons  using 
dredges,  and  forfeiting  the  boats  of  citizens  of 
otlier  stales  found  c.itcliing  oysters  in  their  waters. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  citizens  of 
Maurice  township  seized  and  prosecuted  to  con- 
demnation two  boats  owned  in  Philadelphia;  but 
our  oyster- merchants,  nothing  daunted,  formed  an 
association,  and  commenced  prosecutions  against 
every  individual  who  liad  aided  in  enforcing  the 
law  and  happened  to  be  called  by  business  to  ibe 
city.  Five  suits,  thus  commenced,  are  still  pend- 
ing. In  one,  a verdict  has  been  rendered  for  the 
defendant;  but  the  plaintiff  excepted  to  this  deci- 
sion, and  has  removed  the  cause  into  the  supreme 
court  of  Pennsylvania,  where  it  remains  for  final  ad- 
judication. Another  of  the  cases  has  been  remov- 
ed by  the  defendant,  at  the  request  of  the  town- 
ship, into  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
considering  it  an  appropriate  tribunal  for  the  en- 
lightened and  impartial  decision  of  the  question. 

The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  considers  “the 
rights  of  sovereignty  and  the  territory  of  the  state 
at  stake,’*  but  is  fully  disposed  to  defend  those 
rights  in  a constitutional  manner;  and,  therefore, 
contents  itself  with  passing  a law  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  reasonable  expenses  incurred,  and  to 
be  incurred,  by  the  township  of  Maurice  rivv  r in 
defending  the  oyster  beds  in  Delaware  bav. 

[P/u7.  Union. 

Westward.  The  Pittsburg  Mercury,  of  the  12th 
ult.  says — There  rs  now  lying  at  the  mouth  of  Wayne 
street,  in  this  city,  a shallop-rigged  keel-boat,  thirty- 
five  feet  long,  with  several  families  on  board,  who 
embarked  in  this  boat  at  the  mouth  of  Wood  creek, 
head  of  the  Oneida  lake,  state  of  New-York.  The 
course  pursued  to  reach  Pittsburg,  was  by  passing. 
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Jown  the  Oneida  lake  and  through  Oswego  river 
into  lake  Ontario,  thence  up  the  Niagara  to  within 
five  miles  of  the  Falls.  I'he  vessel  was  then  carried 
round  the  falls  on  wheels,  and  placed  in  the  river 
two  miles  above  the  falls;  she  then  pursued  her 
course  to  I'ortland,  on  lake  f'.rie,  and  was  again 
])laced  on  wlieels,  and  carried  seven  miles  along  a 
good  road  to  the  Chatauqua  lake  and  creek  into 
Conewango  creek— entered  the  Alleghany  river  at 
^Varren,  Erie  county.  Fa.  and  arrived  safe  at  I'ilts- 
hurg.  J^'acts  like  these  are  worth  preserving,  and 
tlieir  difiusion  may  be  of  ultimate  utility.  It  is  also 
a practical  evidence,  tint  a water  communication 
between  Fittsburg  and  New-Yoik  can  be  opened 
witiiout  diHiculty, 

.'Inecdofe  of  Hent.  d^'lanniiur.  Gen.  Greene  hav- 
ing expressed  a desire  to  learn  the  strength  and 
'position  of  tlie  British  forces,  who  were  encamped 
at  no  great  distance  from  our  army,  lieut.  Manning 
offered  to  undertake  tlie  hazardous  service,  fie 
left  the  camp,  and  the  next  morning  arrived  at  a 
poor  farmer’s  house— -he  had  been  there  before,  the 
family  knew  him,  and  he  readily  obtained  the  loan 
of  a shabby  suit  of  clothes,  and  an  old  slouch  hat 
of  one  of  ^he  sons,  and  borrowing  an  old  gun,  the 
barrel  of  which  was  tied  on  with  cotton  strings,  he 
set  out  apparently  a hunting,  and  in  a few  days 
came  in  sight  of  the  British  camp;  the  sentinel 
hailed,  “who’s  there.’”  he  answered,  “me;”  several 
questions  and  answers  passed;  the  sentinel  de- 
manded what  he  was  after?  he  replied,  “why  I am 
looking  for  a turkey — law,  what  pretty  white  linen 
houses  you’ve  got  there-,”  comirtg toward  the  tents, 
the  sentinel  then  stopped  him  and  took  his  gun 
from  him,  when  a disturbance  arose  between  them; 
an  officer  came  up,  ordered  the  sentinel  to  take 
him  to  the  general,  where  Manning  sustained  his 
assumed  character  staling  that  his  daddy  had  gone 
off  with  the  tories,  as  our  neighbors  call  them,  and 
we  had  nothing  to  eat  at  home,  so  mammy  had  sent 
me  out  to  shoot  a wild  turkey,  but  coming  along 
here  I was  only  locokingat  them  little  linen  houses, 
when  that  fellow  began  to  quarrel  with  me,  and 
took  my  gun  away— and  now  mammy  will  scold 
like  all  the  world  because  I staid  so  long,  and 
liav’nt  killed  a turkey  yet,  so  give  me  my  gun  and 
let  me  go,  as  I darsent  go  home  without  it;”  then 
noticing  the  epaulette  on  the  general’s  shoulder, 
he  pointed  at  it,  and  said,  “oh  law,  what  a pretty 
thing  you’ve  got  on  your  coat  there,  I guess  it  must 
have  cost  five  shillings— if  I only  had  some  of  them 
gui»6  out  there,  may-be  I could’nt  shoot  a whole 
site  of  them  turkies,”  with  many  other  clownish 
expressions.  The  young  officers  were  amused  and 
all  deceived  too,  while  Manning’s  mind  and  eye 
were  busy;  the  general  ordered  them  to  dismiss  him 
— he  is  nothing  but  an  ignorant  country  boy.  Man 
ning  was  scon  back  to  the  house,  returned  his  dis 
guise,  and  hastened  to  camp,  with  a full  account  to 
general  Greene.  [^Dayton  Watchman. 

TOHEIOS  NEWS. 

Turkey^  Many  fugitive  Greek  families  have  lo- 
cated themselves  at  Marseilles.  It  is  stated  that 
the  Turks  have  reduced  the  Suliotes,  by  which 
they  have  acquired  the  release  of  14,000  men  to 
act  against  the  Greeks  in  the  Morea.  The  accounts, 
however,  are  very  uncertain  and  obscure. 

The  island  of  Cyprus  is  in  a state  of  desolation 
by  the  Turks.  They  have  destroyed  sixty  villages. 
In  some  instances,  they  filled  the  houses  with  wo- 
men and  children,  and  consumed  the  whole  with  j 
fire!  Many  of  the  monks  have  been  put  to  death,  I 


after  the  severest  tortures.  Cyprus  has  remained 
unaffected  by  the  insurrection  of  the  Greeks,  and 
ju)  reason  is  assigned  for  such  barbarous  acts. 

'I'he  Greeks  have  obtained  some  furtlier  signal 
advantages  at  sea.  ’I'ne  Turks  h.id  fitted  out  a 
great  fleet  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  troops  to 
the  Morea,  Sec.  Nearly  the  whole  of  liie  sliips  were 
captufi-d  or  driven  asliore,  and  about  two  thirds  of 
the  .soldiei-3  and  sailors  perished  by  the  sword  or 
tlie  w.ives.  Several  persons  were  captured  t!uc 
were  proceeding  to  tiie  Morea  for  the  purijose  of 
purchasing  slaves  for  the  Asiatic  market!  I he 
victory  appears  to  have  been  a great  one,  but  the 
particulars  are  not  distinctly  stated.  'I'he  destnic- 
i tion  seems  to  have  been  dreadful  and  as  if  the 
Turks  lost  several  tliousaiid  lives;  for  it  is  said  that 
they  all  perished  “excejit  two  tlions.uul  ” 'The  af- 
fair took  place  in  the  straits  of  F.occa.  It  wouid  ap- 
pear that  tne  naval  power  of  the  barbarians  was 
nearly  anni.hilatcd. 

A i’aris  paper  of  the  12th  Oct.  has  the  following 
ariicie — An  accountfrom  Soldi,  dated  the  13th  Au- 
gust, inserted  in  the  Drupeau  Blanc,  gives  the  par- 
ticulars of  further  important  successes  of  the 
Greeks.  It  .appears  that,  shortly  after  a signal  de- 
feat of  the  'Turks,  they,  (the  I urks),  sndiienly  re- 
appeared at  the  foot  of  the  Souli  mountains  witl\ 
15.00J  men.  The  situation  of  the  (Greeks  was 
then  vei-y  precarious,  and  it  was  resolved  to  destroy 
their  wives  and  children  to  prevent  them  falling 
1 into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  afterwards  to 
j rush  u^mii  them,  and  sell  their  lives  as  dearly  as 
j possible.  This  resolution  reached  the  ears  cf  the 
Greek  women,  but  they  had  influence  sufficient  to 
prevent  its  execution,  and  succeeded  in  restoring 
coMfi.lence  amongst  them.  It  was  then  resolved 
that  the  women,  (who  insisted  upon  it),  should  arm, 
and  8U0  were  selected  and  armed.  'The  women 
amounted  to  3000.  After  invoking  the  Deity  in 
their  favor,  they  attacked  the  enemy,  the  women 
vieing  with  the  men  in  feats  of  personal  valor,  anti 
drove  them  far  f rom  Souli.  The  result  of  Uie  ac- 
tion has  been  1330  prisoners  and  four  pieces  of 
cannon.  The  loss  of  the  Greeks  was  16/  men  and 
seventeen  women. 

A letter  from  Constantinople,  dated  September 
10,  says— Since  the  last  post,  disagreeable  news 
for  the  Porte  has  arrived  from  the  Morea.  The 
Greeks  have  destroj'ed  there  more  than  20,000 
Turks,  in  partial  battles  and  ambuscades,  d'lie 
'Turks  possess  nothing  there  but  Corintb,  wliich  is 
destitute  of  every  thing  necessary  for  its  defence; 
it  is  therefore  probable,  that  the  garrison  will  soon 
be  obliged  to  surrender.  Colocotroni  is  the  com- 
mander  in  chief  of  the  Greeks  .\11  these  particu- 
lars  are  said  to  be  true,  liiough  the  Porte  studies  to 
conceal  them. 

At  Scio,  several  Turks  have  been  executed,  who 
persisted  in  massacreing  the  sick  Christians.  On 
the  5th  Sept,  there  were  only  300  Christians  re*' 
maining  out  of  160,000! 


Political  Curiosity. 

Tlie  following  was  written  by  the  late  col.  Matukw 
Lyon,  for  several  years  a member  of  congress 
from  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  afterw’ards  from 
Kentucky — and  who,  at  the  time  of  his  decease, 
held  a respectable  office  under  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  territory  of  Arkansrr.. 
It  was  received  several  montlis  since,  but  ilie 
publication  of  it  was  delayed,  from  the  want  of 
leisure  just  then  to  examine  it,  and  it  was  forgot- 
ten until  hi^  death  brought  it  tu  vecullection.  The 
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manner  is,  in  some  cases,  rather  rough,  and  a 
great  latitude  of  expression  is  assumed — yet  it 
contains  a large  portion  of  wholesome  truth,  and 
may  be  regarded  as  that  which  we  have  called  it 
— a “political  curiosity.’* 

Mu.  Niles — A quotation,  from  a Washington  city 
paper,  exulting  in  the  continued  carnival  and  the 
constant  routine  of  dissipation  kept  up  in  that  Mo- 
dern Venice,  has  roused  the  dormant  pen  of  a man 
of  old  times,  and  led  him  to  reqnest  a place  in  your 
Register,  for  his  lucubrations  on  the  much  agitated 
subject,  the  next  presidential  electiim.  Nothing 
could  more  accord  with  the  feelings  and  opinions 
of  those  1 converse  with,  than  your  determined  op- 
position to  a congressional  caucus  on  this  subject. 
No  place  so  improper  for  president  making  as 
Wasliington,  in  which  the  most  eminent  sycophants 
of  the  nation  are  gathered  together. 

Wliat  habits  of  dissipation  and  extravagance  have 
the  rulers  of  this  republican  nation  descended  to 
since  the  declaration  of  our  independence!  In 
those  days,  w'e  recollected  with  consolation  and 
pleasure,  what  was  said  to  their  master  by  the  Spa- 
nish envoys  sent  to  treat  with  the  revolted  Nether 
landers,  whose  negociators  furnished  their  frugal 
meals  from  their  own  wallets— “such  men,”  said 
the  haughty  Spaniards,  “cannot  be  conquered,  their 
frugality  will  save  them.”  In  former  times,  W’e 
prided  ourselves  in  the  simplicity  of  our  habits  and 
the  nnostentatiousness  of  our  rulers. 

Luxury,  dissipation,  extravagance  and  effemi- 
nacy, their  concomitants,  have  been  the  destruc- 
tion of  many  ancient  nations  besides  proud  Rome-, 
which,  from  being  mistress  of  the  world,  has  dwind- 
led to  the  mere  patrimony  of  a pontiff.  Every  per- 
son conversant  w^ith  the  history  of  the  French  re- 
volution, knows  that  the  dissipation,  the  luxury,  the 
debauchery,  effeminacy  and  the  rapacity  of  the 
court,  brought  on  the  bloody  scenes  and  the  heart- 
rending  miseries  which  that  giddy  nation  has  suf- 
fered. 

We  have  before  hs  the  warning  fate  of  the  Bri- 
tish nation,  where  the  avails  of  the  hard  earnings 
and  the  life-labor  of  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
are  screwed  from  them  to  glut  the  rapacity  of  an  in- 
dividual, who  regards  them  less  than  he  does  his 
dogs.  Time  was,  when  the  people  of  the  British 
Isles  would  not  have  borne  with  this;  but,  with  the 
people’s  money,  the  devouring  government  buys 
men  and  arms  to  enable  it  to  wrest  the  means  of 
defence  from  the  oppressed,  build  prisons  to  incar- 
cerate, and  gallowses  to  bang  those  on  who  dare  to 
murmur  or  complain.  However  distant  from  us 
this  state  of  things  may  seem  to  be,  dissipation, 
extravagance  and  luxury  is  the  sure  road  that  leads 
to  it  Our  civil  list  expenditure  has  increased  with- 
in about  30  years,  faster  than  ever  did  that  of  Great 
Britain:  while  our  population  has  been  increasing 
at  the  rate  of  from  4 to  10,  the  expenditure  for 
support  of  our  national  government  has  more  than 
ten  folded;  for  the  year  1790,  ^141,492  73  cents 
was  the  appropriation;  of  late  years,  more  than 
a million  and  a half  has  been  appropriated  for 
the  support  of  tho  civil  list;  \bout  two  thirds  of 
this  sum,  besides  a considerable  share  of  many 
other  appropriations,  is  spent  in  our  beggarly  capi- 
tal, too  much  of  which  is  applied  to  purposes  of 
corruption  and  political  prostitution — -In  1790, 
when  the  nece.ssaries  of  life  were  about  the  same 
price  that  they  are  now,  ^16,750  paid  the  salaries 
of  the  .secretaries,  the  comptroller,  the  auditor, 
the  treasurer  am*!  t!»e  register,  and  ^800  each  was 
appropriated  for  the  salary  of  the  first  clerks.  In 
2*821,  there  was  appropriated  for  the  sal.aries  of 


tlie  officers  of  the  same  denomination  §51,500# 
and  §1800  were  given  to  an  inferior  clerk. 

It  is  not  merely  on  account  of  the  number  of 
mendicants  begging  alms  in  the  streets,  that  I call 
Washington  our  “beggarly  capital.”  They  are 
much  easier  got  rid  of  than  the  beggars  to  be  met 
with  in  higher  life. 

While  1 sojourned  in  that  cit}%  T was  almost  daily 
assailed  by  a host  of  clerks  complaining  of  the 
parsimony  of  congress,  the  scanty  pittance  allowed 
them,  and  the  expense  of  living.  1 have  often  been 
tired  with  hearing  one  or  oilier  of  them  compare 
his  salary  and  his  duties  with  those  of  more  favored 
clerks,  always  insisting  that  his  duties  were  more 
imporiant  ami  more  (Idficult  than  the  other  whose 
salary  was  higher.  1 recollect  one  of  the  clerks 
lamenting,  that  he  had  to  give  f.vo  dollars  that  morn- 
ing for  about  a quart  of  green  peas  and  a dollar 
for  a pair  of  small  chickens.  This  was  so  early  in 
the  season  that  I had  not  imagined  that  the  peas 
were  in  bloom,  and  when,  I thought,  chickens  of 
of  that  year  could  not  be  fit  to  eat.  I observed  to 
him  that  flour  was  selling  at  six  dollars  a barrel,  and 
bacon  at  eight  cents  a pound — and  that  the  price 
of  a few  quarts  of  such  pees  would  purchase  a cow, 
which  cojild  get  her  living  in  the  common  while 
she  gave  milk  for  his  children.  As  for  his  part,  he 
replied,  that  he  could  not  eat  bacon,  and  did  not 
like  milk,  and  his  children  were  not  used  to  them. 

The  next  class  of  beggars  were  the  officers  and 
their  assistants  in  waiting  about  congress  hall. — 
Those,  by  their  civilities,  their  attentions,  their  ges- 
tures and  their  intimations,  were  constantly  remind- 
ing the  members  of  their  wants  and  their  wishes. 

Whenever  I fell  in  company  with  a number  of. 
the  officers  of  the  army,  I was  sure  of  being  remind- 
ed of  the  parsimony  of  congress,  and  of  being 
told  how  poorly  they  were  paid. 

The  judges  of  the  district  of  Columbia,  (a  district 
which  ought  to  pay  its  own  judges),  were,  one  or 
other  of  them,  ever  complaining  of  the  parsimony  ci” 
congress,  and  beggingfor  a larger  salary. 

The  most  important  beggars  of  all  were  the 
higher  officers.  With  those  I have  occasionally 
dined,  and  where  the  greatest  profusion  prevailed. 
There  might  be  seen  fresh  beef,  pork  and  butter 
from  Maryland;  mutton  from  Pennsylvania;  hams 
from  Burlington;  turkeys  and  chickens  from  Virgi- 
nia; pickled  beef  and  codfish  from  Massachusetts; 
potatoes  from  Carolina  and  from  Maine;  wild  fowl 
and  fresh  fish  from  the  Potomac;  salmon  from  Cana- 
da; oysters  from  New  York;  olives  and  spices  from 
both  the  Indies;  raisins  and  figs  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean; nuts  from  Germany,  Italy  and  the  Mississippi; 
brandy  from  Nan'z;  rum  from  Jamaica;  Gin  from 
Rolland;  cheese  Irom  the  Netherlands,  from  Eng- 
land and  from  Connecticut;  wines  from  Spain, 
France,  Germany,  Portugal,  Madeira,  and  the  Cape 
of  Goo<l  Hope;  and  porter  from  London. 

While  the  cloth  was  removing  and  the  glasses^re- 
placing,  some  sycophant,  (perhaps  a member  of 
congress),  was  sure  to  commence  a dissertation 
on  the  parsimony  of  our  government,  and  the  ina- 
dequate compensation  given  to  our  officers.  I’he 
more  frequently  the  glasses  were  emptied  the  more 
attention  was  paid  to  the  orator,  until  his  doctrine 
was  echoed  from  side  to  side.  Too  often  have  the 
guests  carried  the  infatuation  away  with  them,  and 
I have  had  occasion  to  intreat  them  to  resume  their 
reason  and  their  common  sense — referring  them  to 
what  there  eyes  had  seen  and  their  lips  had  tasted, 
to  convince  them  that,  instead  of  being  parsimoni- 
ous the  government  gave  too  much  to  their  officers, 
Lwhen  they  enabled  them  to  feast  their  guests  in  a 
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stile  so  far  above  the  medium  of  g;ood.living.  I re 
minded  them  that  man  was  much  the  creature  of 
fashion  and  imitation,  and  begged  them  to  look 
around  and  consider  wliat  a number  there  was 
pl  inging  themselves  into  ruin  and  misery,  by  their 
endeavors  to  furnish  a uble  like  that  we  h d lately 
sat  at;  always  insisting  that  it  was  impolitic,  as 
well  as  immoral,  to  appropriate  the  hard  earnings 
of  the  people  lor  the  encouragement  and  support 
of  such  voluptuousness. 

I have  been  led  to  those  recollections  and  reflec 
tions  by  the  perusal  of  the  before  mentioned  extract 
from  a Washington  city  paper,  which  says,  “This 
place  can  never  be  tedious  The  pleasures  ot  the 
day  are  succeeded  by  the  pleasures  of  the  nighl;  for 
the  president  and  his  four  secretaries,  by  means  ot 
dra’,ving  rooms  and  parties,  have  appropriated  the 
niglits  to  pleasure  as  well  as  the  day.  One  would 
be  led  to  believe  that  members  of  congress  and 
strangers  of  distinction,  would  be  surfeited  by  Ibis 
continued  succession  of  delights,  and,  ‘like  the  bee, 
die  on  the  rose  in  aromatic  pain.’  But  no  such 
thing — their  appetites  are  rather  sharpened  than 
blunted  by  perpetual  indulgence,  and  the  poor 
secretaries,  who  are  all  looking  up  to  the  presiden- 
cy, are  obliged  to  feed  and  plaister  them  on  all  oc- 
casions.” 

Is  it  for  this  that  the  people  of  the  nation  send 
representatives  to  Washington,  and  pay  each  of 
them  §56  a week.*’  Is  it  to  spend  tlieir  nights  in 
revelry  and  their  days  in  slumber,  that  they  have 
beer,  sent  there?  Is  it  to  enable  the  higher  olficers 
of  the  government  “to  feed  and  plaister,”  to  cor- 
ruptand  prostitute  their  representatives,  tliat  they 
have  sudered  the  late  great  increase  of  tlieir  sa- 
laries to  pass  almost  unnoticed?  If  tliis  apathy  is 
continued,  they  will  only  merit  the  political  degra 
dalion  and  perdition  which  infallibly  awaits  them. 

I,  by  no  means,  consider  it  amiss  for  the  president 
to  invite  members  of  congress  and  strangers  of  dis- 
tinction to  call  upon  him  and  dine  with  him,  or  for 
a^draw'ing  room  entertainment,  once  in  a while,  to 
be  given  at  his  house.  At  those  convivial  meetings, 
the  president  has  an  opportunity  to  become  person- 
ally acquainted  with  his  guests,  and  they  with  him 
and  with  one  another.  Their  sentiments  and  opi 
nions  are  frequently  interchanged.  This  practice 
prevailed  in  the  early  stages  of  the  government, 
and,  for  its  support,  a superb  mansion,  ready  fur- 
nished, is  provided,  and  §25,000  salary  for  the  pre- 
sident is  appropriated.  But,  at  the  rate  things  seem 
to  be  going  on,  the  poor  secretaries  are  not  to  leave 
off  feeding  and  plaistering,  nor  congress  giving, 
until  each  of  them  have  §25,000  a year  to  support 
this  magnificent  “succession  of  delights;”  those 
“pleasures  by  day”  and  “pleasures  by  night,”  so 
boastingly  spoken  of  by  the  Washington  editor— 
who  tells  us  the  secretaries  are  all  looking  up  to 
the  presidency:  and  it  seems,  by  the  run  of  the 
tale,  that  one  or  other  of  them  is  expected  to  be 
foisted  into  the  presidential  chair  by  this  banquet- 
ing and  revelry. 

It  has  been  too  much  the  practice  of  the  candi- 
dates for  the  electorship  to  pledge  themselves  to 
vote  for  this  or  that  particular  candidate.  This  prac- 
tice, as  well  as  the  congressional  caucus,  ought  to 
be  discarded;  and,  by  the  legislature  of  every  state 
naming  the  persons  they  wish  to  be  the  next  pre- 
sident and  vice-president,  that  the  electors  will 
be  able  to  select  men  who  will  give  satisfaction  to 
the  nation.  Satisfaction  to  the  nation  is  the  main 
point— as  the  elements  and  principles  of  our  go- 
vernment are  so  plain  and  simple,  that  there  are 
more  than  one  thousand  honest,  well-informed  men 


in  the  states  who  are  as  capable  of  administt  i ing 
the  government  for  four  or  eight  years,  as  any  of  the 
most  celebrated  candidates  Inlbi  rto  spok.  ii  of, 
while  the  number  of  exceptionalde  characters,  who 
aspire  to  the  station,  is  comparatively  s nail. 

Hoping  and  believing  that  the  legislatures  of  the 
states  will  generally  fall  into  the  practice  of  nomi- 
nation, 1 have  amused  myself  with  contemplating 
the  extended  tielJ  of  choice  which  will  be  present- 
ed to  the  electors. 

i hope  the  presidential  chair  will  never  be  filled 
by  a man  under  sixty  years  of  age,  until  there  shall 
be  a constitutional  bar  against  electing  the  same 
person  oftener  than  once  or  Uvlce.  A president  of 
the  United  States  possesses  such  vast  powirs  and 
prerogatives,  and  such  immense  pa'ronage — has  so 
many  ollices  and  favors  to  hestow,  and  so  much 
public  money  to  disburse,  that  it  is  next  to  impos- 
sible to  oust  one  wl;o  shall  act  with  a common  snare 
of  prudence  and  foresight.  Had  gen.  Waslnngton 
chosen  to  accept  a third  election,  although  not 
without  objection,  he  would  have  obtained  it  by 
seven  eighths  of  the  electoral  votes.  So  with  Mr. 
Jefferson — he  had  early  to  announce  bis  solemn  de- 
termination not  to  accrfit  a third  elrclion,  in  ordee 
to  avoid  solicitation — and  to  him  we  owe  the  rule 
which  forbids  any  person  to  look  for  a third  elec- 
tion to  the  presidency.  It  is  but  a rule  liowever. 
1 have  never  been  better  pleased  m itii  the  political 
course  of  a president  than  that  of  Mr.  Monroe — yet 
I have  trembled  for  fear  that  he  would  be  induced, 
by  the  sycophancy  whicli  surrounds  him,  to  agree 
to  accejit  a third  election. 

['I'lio  writer  then  proceeds  to  mention  several 
persons  who,  he  supposed,  might  be  nominated  by 
the  several  states,  and  gives  his  remarks  freely  ou 
their  claims  and  competency,  &c.  all  w.bicli  we 
tliink  it  best  to  omit.  He  concludes  witli  tl.esc 
words,  “such  are  the  opinions  of  a man  of  old  ticieS, 
written  on  the  Mississijipi,  in  April,  1822.” 


Grecian  Emancipation. 

The  following  resolutums  were  pi«>3e<l  at  a very 
numerous  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Albany,  con- 
vened, by  public  notice,  at  the  capital  in  Albany', 
on  Tuesday  evening  last.  John  Savage,  esqr.  comj)- 
troller  of  the  state,  presided  as  chairman,  and  col. 
James  McKown,  as  secretary.  The  object  of  the 
meeting  was  explained  by  Isaac  Hamilton,  esqr.  in 
a very  interesting  address.  S.  S.  Lush,  esqr.  fol- 
lowed Mr.  Hamilton  in  a speech  of  much  feeling  in 
behalf  of  the  suffering  Greeks,  the  land  of  De- 
mosthenes, of  Plato,  Pericles,  x\lcibiacles  and  Ler- 
nidas,  where  “now  the  shouts  of  Allah  are  resound- 
ing from  Christian  temples,  formerly'  dedicated  to 
the  living  God,  and  the  turbaned  Turk  tramples 
upon  the  cross  of  the  Saviour,”  'Phese  genlleinei. 
were  followed  by  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  ami  I).  L. 
Vander  Heyden,  esqrs.  in  strains  of  patriotic  elo- 
quence. The  speeches  were  received  with  reite- 
rated bursts  of  applause.  The  resolutions  were 
all  carried  unanimously.  [JV.  Y.  Daily  Adv. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it 
consistent  with  the  peace,  neutrality,  and  honor  of 
our  government,  for  the  people  to  assemble  tog  j- 
ther  and  express  their  sentiments  upon  the  su.. 
jftct  of  the  emancipation  of  Greece — that  sucii  ; , 
expression  not  only  comports  with  the  magiuinim;', 
and  feelings  of  a Christian  people,  but  is  m<;re  par 
ticularly  honorable  to  the  ciuiracter  of  a nation, 
who  v/ere  the  first  to  declare  and  establish  the  prin- 
ciples cf  freedom. 
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Jiesolved,  1’hatthe  interesting  appeal  by  the  pa- 
tficts  of  Greece,  to  the  American  people,  is  wor- 
thy  the  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  de- 
mands our  m >st  respectful  attention—  that  wlien  we 
consider  that  Greece  has  been  alike  distinguished 
as  the  scat  of  science  and  the  arts— that  to  her, 
sculpture  is  indebted  for  its  best  models,  poetry  its 
greatest  master,  and  our  seminaries  of  learning  for 
much  of  their  classic  lore — that  she  has  given  birth 
to  the  most  illustri'  us  philosophers,  statesmen,  and 
heroes,  we  cannot  be  indiil'erent  to  the  relentless 
tyranny  now  exercised  over  them  by  their  savage 
and  ferocious  masters. 

Resolved,  Tliat  we  view,  with  extreme  mortifica- 
tion and  regret,  the  policy  of  the  potentates  of 
Europe,  e.'-pecially  those  claiming  to  belong  to  the 
“holy  alliance,”  in  remaining  passive  spectators  of 
the  great  scene  now  acting  before  them  in  Turkey, 
instead  ofaftbrding  the  sufiVring  Greeks  that  coun- 
tenance  ami  aid,  wliich  all  Christendom  had  aright 
to  expect  -more  particularly  we  cannot  but  express 
the  painful  disappointment  of  all  our  hopes  in  the 
policy  pursued  by  the  emperor  Alexander,  from 
whoSi  large  armies,  and  vast  preparations,  the  most 
prompt  and  decisive  measures  were  fondly  antici- 
pated  by  the  American  people. 

Resolved,  That  the  cause  of  religion  and  the 
rights  of  humanity  are  intimately  connected  with 
the  result  of  the  conHict  between  the  Greeks  and 
the  Turks— and  should  that  conflict  prove  unsuc- 
cessful to  the  Greeks,  (which  Heaven  forbid),  tliat 
then  it  is  our  duty,  as  Christians,  and  as  men,  to 
offer  them  an  asylum  from  oppression  in  this  hap 
py  country. 

Resolved.  That  J.  V.  N Yates.  S.  A.  Tallcott, 
.T.  Hamilton,  S S.  Lush,  and  P.  Gansevoort,  be  a 
committee  to  correspond  with  such  other  commit- 
tees as  may  be  appointed  throughout  the  union, 
for  .iffordiiig  relief  to  the  suffering  Greeks,  and  that 
they  have  power  to  call  any  future  meetings  of  the 
citizens,  and  to  co-operate  with  other  commitees, 
by  raising  subscriptions  or  otherwise,  in  aid  of  the 
Greeks,  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  deemed  most 
advisable. 

Resolved,  ThatD.  L Vauder  Heydcn,  John  Still- 
well, Wm.  Maywel),  John  Koon,  and  James  Mc- 
Kown,  be  a committee  to  prepare  and  publish  an 
address,  m the  name  of  this  meeting,  to  the  citi- 
zens  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
foregoing  resolutions. 


Cultivation  of  Cotton, 

The  following,  tliough  a merca«/z7e  “circular,”  con- 
tains many  things  worthy  of  observation  and  ex- 
yjos-.-s  some  facts  of  much  interest  to  Am,erican 
statesmen  and  political  economists.  J'he  wri- 
ters, however,  are  greatly  mistaken  as  to  the 
amount  of  labor  transferred  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  cane,  for  sugar — and  many  other  of  their  own 
calculations,  and  conclusions  on  them,  are  evi- 
dently  wrong.  The  cultivation  of  cotton  is  in- 
creasing, though  tlie  price  of  the  article  is  dimi 
nis:.ing — and  it  will  increase  until  it  yields  to  the 
planter  less  than  ten  cents  per  pound.  The  ca- 
pital invested  must  be  eiriployed;  and  cannot  be 
suddenly  and  generally  cl-ianged.  Nothing  but 
the  success  of  the  cotton  manufacture  in  the  U.  S. 
can  prevent  it  from  becominga  truly  bad  business, 
in  conseqiu  nce  of  its  greater  extent  of  cultiva 
tion,  which  ha.s  advanced  more  rapidly  than  the  in- 
creased (leioacd.  But  at  ten  cents^^er  Ih.  it  ap- 
pt*,ur«  to.be  un  vor:h)  of  tl;e  attention  of  a cajii 
taiist,  if  he  has  the  power  to  turn  uis  capital  to 


almost  any  thing  else — supposing  that  the  esti- 
mates are  to  be  relied  on — the  product  being 

only  about  three  and  a half  cent. 

The  following  extract  from  a circular  from  the 
house  of  Cropper,  Benson  and  Co.  under  dsle  of 
the  27th  September,  contains  some  views  and  esti- 
mates in  relation  to  the  culture  and  sale  of  cotton, 
which  may  be  very  interesting  to  the  planter  and 
merchant,  [iSnva7ina/i  paper. 

Annexed,  we  give  two  estimates,  drawn  up  by 
two  different  jilanters,  neither  knowing  any  thing 
of  each  other’s  statement,  nor  we  of  their’s,  and 
though  there  is  some  trifling  diffeience  in  the  mode 
of  estimate,  yet  it  will  be  seen  that  they  exhibit  al- 
most  exactly  the  same  result. 

This  is  the  present  mode  of  management,  with 
which  the  planters  must  be  content,  if  they  can  do 
no  better.  But  sugar  on  the  banks  oftlfe  Mississip- 
pi is  paying  a much  greater  profit,  and  though  the 
land  fit  for  its  growth  is  more  limited  than  that  fit 
for  cotton,  yet  it  is  estimated  that  there  is  enough 
within  the  proper  latidude,  to  produce  more,  by  at 
least  150,000  hogsheads,  than  is  yet  grown  there. — 
The  estimates  which  we  have  seen  from  thence, 
make  the  cost  of  lib.  of  cotton  very  nearly  the 
same  as  that  of  4Ib.  of  sugar;  and  yet,  if  our  present 
prices  of  cotton  remain,  it  will  yield  only  7 cents, 
whilst  sugar,  by  the  last  advices  from  New  Orleans, 
is  quoted  9 to  11  cents,  or  8 cents,  on  the  planta- 
tion. Estimating  the  profit  of  the  one  culture 
with  the  otlier,  upon  this  scale  of  prices,  whilst  the 
one  only  pays  2-^  per  cent.'  the  other  would  pay 
about  23  per  cent,  per  annum.  Estimates  are  not 
always  to  be  depended  upon,  but  we  have  some 
tiling  more  than  estimate  in  this  case.  We  know 
that  in  Barbadoes  the  culture  of  cotton  is  nearly 
given  up,  and  in  Demerara,  though  sugar  has  very 
much  increased,  yet  there  has  been  a decrease  in 
cotton.  Now,  whilst  these  changes  are  taking 
place,  it  is  a fact  which  any  one,  knowing  the  prices 
of  the  two  articles,  can  ascertain  for  himself,  that 
cotton  has  sold  on  the  average  at  three  or  four 
times,  at  least,  the  prices  of  sugar;  and  yet  sugar, 
under  these  circumstances,  has  been  preferred. 
Will  not  the  change  be  very  rapid  where  sugar 
is  even  higher  than  cotton? 

Next  as  to  manufacturing;  the  planters  are  giving 
in  some  cases,  40  cents  per  yard  for  cotton  bagging. 
This  they  might  make  themselves  from  cotton,  Ls 
is  done  in  the  Brazils,  with  great  advantage.  'I'hey 
might  also  make  their  own  clothing,  especially  that 
of  the  negroes.  If  they  changed  their  system  in 
this  respect,  and  grew  and  made  every  tiling  they 
wanted,  they  might  certanly  sell  their  surplus  cot- 
ton at  any  price;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
they  would  have  much  less  to  sell.  They  have  the 
spinning  jenny,  in  some  parts  of  North  Carolina, 
amongst  the  farmers;  weaving  is  carried  on  in  al- 
most every  part  of  the  world;  and  a little  considera- 
tion will  show  what  great  advantages  tliey  would 
have  in  manufacturing. 

The  bale  of  cotton  which  the  planter  can  only 
sell  for  4?,  10s.  cannot  be  delivered  to  the  British 
manufacturer  for  less  than  9/.;  and  when  to  this  the 
expense  of  manufacturing  is  added,  the  whole  can- 
not be  conveyed  back  to  the  planter  without  an 

addition  of  fully  50  per  cent,  in  duty  and  pi’ofit 

Then  we  may  fairly  say,  that,  in  exporting  cotton 
and  importing  manufactured  goods,  the  planter 
pays  1.00  per  cent,  on  the  wages  paid  in  England, 
and  he  would  gain  an  advantage  to  this  extent  if 
he  manufactured  them  at  home.  Perhaps  it  will 
be  said  that  wages  are  higher;  let  us  examine  this. 
The  average  produce  of  a slave’s  labor  is  bags 


NILES’  REGISTER  - DECEMBER  7,  ; 6 ^£— CULTIVATION  OF  COTTOxV.  217 


of  cotton,  or  6/.  15s  beinj;-  about  5J  p'.-r  workin.^ 
day.  Now  we  think  we  do  not  over  rate  the 
earnings  of  a whole  family  in  our  cotton  manufac- 
tunng  ilistricts,  if  we  take  them  at  5$.  per  week, 
reckoning  the  whole  population,  whether  able  to 
work  or  not.  Five  shillings  per  week  is  lOd.  per 
day;  yet  the  planter  now  gives  100  per  cent,  whicli 
makes  20(1. 

That  low  prices  will  make  the  planters  turn  to 
something  else  is  not  mere  conjecture;  we  can  re- 
fer to  the  years  of  the  embargo  and  the  war.-— 
Tlefore  tho  commencement  of  that  period,  viz.  in 
1807,  the  export  of  cotton,  from  America  to  this 
country,  was  171,000  bags;  there  was  no  year  from 
that  to  1816,  when  tlie  imports  were  the  whole  of 
one  crop,  and  then  ourimports  were  166,000,  and  In 
1817,  197,000.  The  crop  of  1807  was  a great  one, 
and,  therefore,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  take  that 
singly;  putting  the  crop  of  1806  to  it,  which  was 
124,000,  it  will  make  an  average  of  148,000  bags; 
whilst  1816  and  1817,  put  together,  will  make 
182.000  bags,  an  increase  of  only  20  per  cent, 
whilst  the  population  had  increased  about  30  per 
cent.  'Fhis,  too,  comprises  three  years,  when  the 
inducement  to  plant  extensively  would  be  great;  so 
tliat  there  is  a strong  probability  that,  for  a part  of 
the  time  of  the  embargo  and  war,  the  cultivation 
of  cotton  must  rather  liave  receded  tlian  gone  for 
ward;  and  yet  at  that  time  they  knew  little  of  the 
growth  of  sugar.  I'hey  could,  during  these  periods, 
sell  cotton,  if  they  chose,  and  they  would  naturally 
look  forward  to  a better  market  for  their  jirociuce 
at  the  teniunution  of  their  disputes  with  this  coun- 
try. 

A part  of  the  extension  of  tl.e  cullivatipn  of  cot- 
ton arises  from  the  purchase  of  slaves,  which  they 
would  have  the  power,  as  well  as  the  inducement, 
to  do,  while  cotton  sold  above  15  cents;  but  when 
it  has  fallen  to  half  that  price,  they  will  have 
neither.  This  will  at  once  take  elf  7 of  the  10  per 
cent,  increase,  for  their  natural  increase  is  only 
about  o per  cent.  We  may  also  suppose  a trans- 
fer  to  sugar  of,  perhaps,  one-eighth,  or  12  1-2  per 
cent;  for  the  Americans  move  about  rapidly  to 
what  pays  them  best;  and,  surely,  for  both  time 
and  cotton  consumed  in  manufacturing  cotton  bag 
ging,  and  their  own  clothes,  we  may  put  10  per 
cent,  more:  these  together  will  make  29^  percent. 
We  will  call  it  30  per  cent,  which  would  reduce 
the  crop,  to  arrive  in  1824,  from  645,000  bags  to 
•452,000  bags,  reducing  the  stock  at  the  end  of  that 
year  193,000;  but  that  would  be  impossible,  for  it 
was  only  estimated  in  the  other  case  at  149,000 
bags. 

It  is  quite  evident  then,  if  it  were  possible  that  our 
present  prices  should  continue,  we  should  have 
sucli  a decrease  in  the  growth,  and  such  an  increase 
in  the  consumption,  as  would,  at  a very  early  period, 
leave  us  without  a bag  of  cotton  on  hand. 

The  apathy  which  has  allowed  the  prices  of  cot- 
ton to  fall  to  their  present  rates,  pervades  other 
branches  of  commerce;  for  though  it  is  reasonably 
estimated,  that,  at  the  present  rate  of  consumption, 
all  the  sugar  in  the  country  will  be  exhausted  be 
fore  the  new  will  arrive,  yet  the  holders  are  selling 
at  the  lowest  price  ever  known,  and  look  on  these 
facts,  with  which  they  are  perfectly  acquainted,  as 
though  it  could  never  rise  again.  Last  year’s 
crop  of  corn  is  generally  estimated  not  to  have  sup 
plied  the  country  more  than  11  months;  and  though 
the  prsent  crop  was  less  than  the  preceding  and 
the  consumption  going  on  at  a greater  rate  than 
ever  known,  still  the  price  is  lower  than  ever  re- 
membered. If  the  present  un-mercantile  feeling 


of  holding  no  stocks  is  to  continue  to  prevail,  we 
maybe  (piite  run  out  of  all  these  important  articles 
before  any  one  is  aware. 

CllOl’FER,  ELNSON,  Sc  CO. 

r.STIMATKS. 

South  Carolina  contains  502,741  inha'oitant.s,  of 
which  258,475  are  slaves.  Cleorgia  contains  340,989 
I inhabitants,  of  wliicli  148,482  are  slaves.  Alabama 
I contains  127,901  inhabitants,  of  which  41,000  are 
slaves,  Mississippi  contains  75,448  inhabitants,  of 
which  32,814  are  slaves  I.ouisiana  contains  153,407 
inhabitants,  ofwhidi  68,500  are  slaves.  Tennessee 
contains  422,613  inhabitants,  of  which  80,000  are 
slaves.  'Fotal,  1,623,099  inhabitants,  of  which 
629,271  are  slaves, 

1'otal  population  as  above  1,623,099 

Deduct  slaves  629,271 

Leaving  a population  of  tree  persons  of  993,828 
Deduct  for  free  colored  persons  20,828 

Leaving  a population  of  white  persons  of  973,000 

It  is  commonly  estimated  that  one  slave  to 
every  ten  white  persons,  i.s  employed 
for  domestic  purposes,  which  will  give  97,300 
Estimated  number  of  slaves  on  sugar  and 
tobacco  plantations  40,000 

Do  on  rice  do  40,000 

Do  mechanics  20,000 

Total  197,300 

Total  slave  population  629,271 

Efiective  and  non  effective  hands  employ- 
ed otherwise  than  on  cotton  plantations 
as  above  197,300 

Leaving  effective  and  non-effective  slaves 
on  the  cotton  plantations  431,971 

J^irst  estimate  of  cost  of  cotton  plantations. 


Food,  13  bushels  of  corn,  or  1 peck  per 


week,  at  70  cts.  per  bushel 
1 hat,  gl  50;  2 pair  shoes,  g2  50;  1 blan- 

S9 10 

ket,  §3 

6 yards  plains,  at  75  cts.  4 50;  doctor  and 

7 00 

physic,  gl 

5 50 

One  suit  of  osnaburgs 

1 50 

Tools,  vehicles,  and  horses 

1 00 

Tax 

1 50 
25  60 

100  negroes  are  equal  to  60  good  working 
100  average  negroes  worth  now  perhaps 

^ hands; 

g350  each 

100  average  negroes,  or  60  working  hands, 
will  cultivate  each  3}  acres,  or  210 

g35,000 

acres,  worth  per  acre  50  dollars 

10,500 

Planter’s  capital 

g45,500 

If  one  working  hand  cultivates  3^  acres, 
which  give  900lbs  of  clean  cotton,  60 
working  hands,  or  100  average  hands, 
will  cultivate  210  acres,  which  yield 
54,000  lbs.  clean  cotton,  which,  at  11  cts. 

per  lb.  is  gross 

Deduct  the  expense  of  keeping  100 
hands  at  g24,  in  lieu  of  25  60,  the 
estimite  2,400 

Factorage,  2f  per  cent  on  g5,940  143 

g5,940 

218 


NILES’  REGlSTER-^LEeEMBER  7,  1822—CONGRESS. 


Carriage,  rent,  drayage,  and  labor 
on  185  bags  or  54,0001b  weight. 


at  §2  50 

712 

Bagging,  at  90  cents  per  bale 

256 

— 

5,316 

Leaves  net  profit  of  100  negroes. 

or  60 

working  hands,  at  11  cents 

2,324 

Then  it  appears,  that  a capital  of  45,500  dollars 
in  land  and  negroes,  yields,  if  the  cotton  sell  at  11 
cents  per  lb,  2,324  dollars,  or  5 1 10  per  cent. 

Second  estimate  of  cost  of  cotton  plantations. 

Cost  of  keeping  one  negro  a year  on  a cotton 
plantation: 

Food,  13  bushels  of  corn,  ci*  1 peck  per 

week  at  70  cents  per  bushel  10 

Touching  this  item,  this  planter  says  that 
he  appoints  a certain  portion  of  his  ne- 
groes to  cultivate  bread  stuff  for  those 
employed  in  his  plantations,  and  that 
whether  he  cultivate  it  or  buy  it,  it  will 
cost  as  above. 

1 pair  of  shoes  28;  1 blanket  in  3 years. 


at  3 dollars,  is  1 dollar 
6 yards  of  plains,  at  75  cents,  4 50;  doctor 

2 25 

and  physic.  1 dollar 

5 50 

t suit  osnaburgs  for  summer 

1 50 

Tools,  vehicles,  and  horses 

1 50 

Tax 

1 00 

20  85 

This  planter  says,  that,  on  an  average,  20  dollars 
will  defray  the  expense  per  head,  and  these  items 
come  near  it.  The  negro,  out  of  his  own  earnings, 
buys  a hat  and  any  more  shoes  he  may  require. 

But,  out  of  100  average  hands,  50  only  are  work- 
ers, the  other  fifty  being  rendered  non-effective  by 
infancy,  inlirmjty,  or  from  being  used  for  domestic 
purposes. 

100  average  negroes,  worth  400  dollars 
each  49,000 

100  average  negroes,  or  50  working  hands, 
will  cultivate  each  3§  acres  or  175  acres, 
worth  per  acre  g80  14,000 

Amount  of  capital  in  negroes  and  land  g54,000 
The  land  is  only  worth  §20  an  acre;  but  a plan- 
ter must  have  at  least  four  times  the  quantity  that 
is  actually  employed  for  cotton,  seeing  that  it  soon 
gets  exhausted.  It  is  too  expensive  to  restore  it 
by  manure  and  it  lies  in  fallow  until  the  remainder 
of  the  estate  has  undergone  exhaustion;  so  that 
§80  is  really  the  cost  of  an  acre  of  the  land  ac- 
tually in  use. 

Average  gangs  of  negroes  would,  not  long  ago, 
have  commanded  §425  each,  so  that  the  above  is  a 
low  estimate. 

If  one  working  hand  cultivates  3A  acres, 
which  will  yield  9001bs  of  clean  cotton, 

50  working  hands  will  cultivate  175 
acres,  which  will  yield  45,0001bsof  clean 
cotton,  and  which,  at  10  cents  per  lb.  is  4,500  00 
Deduct  expense  of  keeping  100 

hands  at  §20  2,000  00 

Factorage  on  §4,500  at  2^  per  cent  112  50 
Carriage,  rent,  drayage  and  labor 
on  150  bags,  or  45,0001b  weight, 

§2  50  each  375  00 

Bagging,  at  90  cents  per  bale  135  00 

2,622  50 

Nett  profit  of  100  average  or  50  V;orking 
Hand's,  at  10  dents  §1,877  50 


So  that  on  a capital  of  negroes  and  lau  , ount* 
ing  to  §54,000  tiu-re  is  a profit  of  3 258  540  per 
cent,  at  10  cents  per  pound. 


Seventeentli  Congress— >:3nd  session. 

IW  THJ  ShNATE. 

December  2,  1822.  At  12  o’clock  tUc  pr-  sident 
of  the  senate  pro  tempore,  Mr.  Gaillaud,  took  the 
cliair  of  the  senate,  and  the  following  members  ap- 
peared in  tlieir  seats,  viz: 

From  JYeio  Hampshire.  Mr.  Morril  and  Mr.  Par- 
rott. 

From  J\tassachiisetts.  Mr.  James  Lloyd,  (in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Otis,  resigned). 

From  Rhode  Island.  Mr.  Knight. 

From  Connecticut.  Mr.  Boardman  and  Mr.  Lan> 
man. 

From  Vermont.  ]\Ir  Palmer  and  Mr.  Seymour. 

From  JMevj  York  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

From  JVevj  Jersey.  Mr.  Dickerson. 

From  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Findlay  and  Mr.  Lowric. 

F'rom  Delavaare.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  and  Mr.  Rodney, 

From  Virginia.  Mr.  Barbour  and  Mr.  Pleasants. 

From  JVorth  Carolina.  Mr.  Macon. 

From  South  Carolina,  .Mr.  Gaillard  and  Mr. 
Smith. 

From  Kentucky.  Mr  Johnson  and  Mr.  Talbot. 

From  Tennessee.  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr.  Williams. 

From  Ohio.  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Ruggles. 

From  J^ouisiana.  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Johnson. 

F'rom  Indiana.  Mr.  Noble  and  Mr  Taylor. 

From  Mississippi.  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Williams. 

From  Illinois.  Mr.  Edwards. 

From  J\laine.  ' Mr.  Chandler  and  Mr.  Holmes. 

From  Missouri.  Mr.  Barton 

A quorum  of  the  members  being  present, 

A message  was,  on  motion  of  Mr  Barbour^  sent 
to  the  house  of  representative.^,  announcing  that 
fact,  and  the  readiness  of  the  senate  to  proceed  to 
business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  liarboury  a com.miltee  was  a|>* 
pointed  to  join  the  committee  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  inform  him  that  the  two  houses  were 
ready  to  receive  any  communication  from  him;  and 
Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Macon  were  ap- 
pointed; and 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

December  3.  The  vice  president  took  his  seat 
this  day  as  president  of  the  senate. 

The  president’s  message  was  received,  (as  given 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  house),  read  and  ordered 
to  be  printed,  &c. 

A letter  was  received  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
transmitting,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  passed  at 
the  last  session,  a report  of  the  number  of  persons 
placed  upon  the  pension  list,  up  to  the  4th  Sept. 
1822,  by  virtue  of  the  acts  of  the  18th  March,  1818, 
and  Ist  of  May,  1820.  [The  total  number  of  offi- 
cers, non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  plac- 
ed on  the  revolutionary  pension  list,  up  to  the  4th 
Sept.  1822,  appears  to  be  12,331]. 

After  adopting  several  orders  connected  with 
the  despatch  of  business — 

Tiie  senate  adjourned. 

December  4.  Mr.  Ware,  of  Georgia,  ap  peared 
and  took  his  seat.  No  matter  of  importance  trans- 
acted. 

HOUSE  OF  REPnESF-NTATIVES. 

December  2,  1822.  At  12  o’clock  precisely,  the 
speaker,  (Mr.  P.  P.  Baubour,  of  Virginia),  took  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Burch,  principal  clerk  in  the 


NILES’  UEGISTEK— DECliMBEK  7,  18i£— CONGRESS, 


2i9 


office  of  clerk  of  tlie  house  of  representatives,  cul- 
led over  the  roll  of  members,  when  it  U]>pearcd 
that  the  following'  members  were  present,  viz: 

Maine.  Joshua  Cushman,  Joseph  Dane,  Mark 
Harris,  Ebenezer  Herrich,  Mark  I..  Hill,  Enoch 
Lincoln,  VVilliam  D.  Williamson. 

.W'zK  Hampshire.  Josiah  llutler,  Matlhevv  Har- 
vey, Aaron  Matson,  William  Plumer,  jr.  Nathaiviel  • 
Upham, 'I’homas  Whi()ple,  jr.  | 

JMassachusetls  Samuel  C.  Allen,  Francis  Lay- 1 

lies,  LewiK  Bigelow,  Henry  \V.  Dwight,  William  j 
Eustis  Timothy  Fuller,  Benjamin  Ciorham,  Aaron  | 
Hobart,  Jeremiah  N_lson,  Jolin  Reed,  Jonathan  | 
Russell.  I 

lihode  hiand.  J(-b  Unrfee,  Samuel  Eddy.  ; 

Connecticut.  Noyes  Barber,  Henry  W.  Edwards,  j 

John  Russ  Ansel  Sterling,  Ebenezer  Stoddard,  i 
Gideon  Tomlinson. 

Vermont.  Samuel  C.  Crufts,  Elias  Keyes,  RoHin  [ 
C.  Mallary,  John  .Mattocks,  Pliineus  Wijile. 

,Vevt>  Varh.  Churchill  C Cambreleng,  Alfred 
Conckliiig,  John  D.  Dickinson,  John  Gebhard,  Jas.  j 
Hawks,  Thomas  II.  Hubbarcl,  Joseph  Kirkland,  j 
Elisha  Litchfield,  Richard  McCarty,  Walter  Patter- 
son, Jeremiah  M.  Pierson,  Nathaniel  Pitclier  Wil-  I 
liam  B.  Rochester,  Charles  H.  Rnggles,  C.  D.  Cold  j 
en,  Micah  Sterling,  John  W,  Taylor,  Albert  H.  j 
Tracey,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  William  W.  Van  | 
Wyck,  Reuben  II.  Walworth,  Silas  Wood,  David 
Woodcock. 

A^ew  .Tersey.  Ephraim  Bateman,  George  Cassedy, 
Lewis  Condict,  George  Holcombe,  Samuel  Swan. 

Pennsylvania.  John  Brown,  William  Darlington, 
George  Denison,  Samuel  Edwards,  Patrick  Farrel- 
ly,  Waller  Forward,  John  Findlay,  Samuel  Gross, 
Joseph  Hemphill,  James  MeSheny,  Thomas  For- 
rest, James  S.  Mitchel,  Samuel  D Ingham,  Thomas 
Murray,  Jr.  Thomas  Patterson,  J no.  Phillips,  George 
Plumer,  Thomas  J.  Rodgers,  John  Tod. 

Delaioare.  Louis  .McLane,  Daniel  Rodney. 

Maryland  Joseph  Kent,  Peter  Little,  John  Nel- 
son, Philip  Reed,  .Samuel  Smith,  Henry  R.  War-  j 
field,  Robert  Wnght. 

Virginia.  Mark  Alexander,  William  S.  Archer, 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  C speaker  J,  Burwell  Bassett,  Ro- 
bert .S,  Girnett,  Edward  B Jackson,  James  Jones, 
W'illiam  McCoy,  Charles  F.  Mercer,  Hugh  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Randolph,  Arthur  Smith, 
Alexander  Smyth,  Andrew  Stevenson,  James  Ste- 
phenson, George  Tucker,  Jared  Williams 

JVorth  Carolina.  Wiiiiam  S.  Blackledge,  Hut- 
chins G.  Burton,  Henry  Connor,  Weldon  N.  Ed- 
wards, Thomas  H,  Hall,  Charles  Hooks,  John  Long, 
Archibald  McNeil,  Romulus  Sanders,  Felix  WdL 
er,  Lewis  Williams. 

South  Carolina.  John  Carter,  Joseph  Gist,  Thos. 
R.  Mitchell,  Starling  Tucker,  John  Wilson. 

Georgia.  Joel  Abbot,  George  R.  Gilmer,  Edw’d 
F.  Tatnell,  Wiley  Thompson. 

Kentucky.  James  D.  Breckenridge,  Benjamin 
Hardin,  Francis  Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson,  Thos. 
Metcalfe,  Thos.  Montgomery,  Anthony  New,  David 
Trimble,  Samuel  H.  W'^oodsun. 

Tennessee.  Robert  Allen,  Newton  Cannon,  John 
Cocke,  Francis  Jones  John  Rhea. 

Ohio.  Levi  Barber,  D.xvid  Chambers,  Thomas  R. 
Ross,  John  Sloan,  Joseph  Vanes. 

Jjoxdsiana.  Josiah  Stoddard  Johnson. 

Indiana.  Jonathan  Jennings. 

Mississippi.  Christopher  Rankin. 

rilinois.  Daniel  P.  Cook. 

Alabama.  Gabriel  Moore. 

Missouri.  John  Scott.  > 


The  following  gentlemen,  elected  during  the  re- 
cess to  till  vacancies  which  have  occurred  in  this 
body,  made  their  appearance,  and  were  qualified 
by  taking  the  oath  lo  support  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  viz: 

From  JMaine.  .Mark  Harris. 

Pennsylvania.  Walter  Forward  and  Thos.  l%)r- 
rest. 

Delaware.  Daniel  Rodney. 

Virginia.  Janies  Ste[;liei:son. 

South  Carolina.  John  Carter. 

Indiana  Jonathan  Jennings. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Taylor,  of  N.  Y.  a message  was 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  senate,  informing  tliat 
body  that  a quorum  of  this  liouse  was  formed,  and 
was  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  also,  it  was  ordered, 
that  a committee  be  :ippointed,  to  act  jointly  with 
such  committee  as  may  Idc  appointed  by  tlie  senate, 
to  wait  on  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  tliat  the  two  houses  were  in  ses?sion,  and 
ready  to  receive  any  communication  which  he  might 
have  to  make  lo  them. 

After  receiving  a message  from  the  senate,  by 
their  secretary,  that  tliey  had  formed  a quorum  — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
house  do  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  a clerk,  to 
fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  deatli  of  I'liomas 
Dougherty,  esq.  late  clerk  of  this  liouse. 

This  being  an  offic:;  to  which  persons  other  than 
rnenibers  of  the  house  may  be  elected,  nominations 
of  candidates  are,  by  the  rules  of  the  liou.se,  re- 
quired previous  to  election;  and  twenty  persons 
were  nominate  ! as  candidates  for  the  office. 

I’he  ballotting  took  place. 

[Six  ballots  were  taken — the  following  shews  the 
several  results  at  one  view: 


William  Milnor  : 

1st. 

14 

2d. 

12 

3d. 

9 

4(h. 

7 

5th. 

6th 

Samuel  Burch 

10 

6 

— 

— 



— 

Levi  II . Clark  ; 

: 

19 

22 

24 

26 

21 

12 

B.  S.  Ciiambcrs 

17 

20 

20 

25 

28 

29 

S.  D Fratiks  • 

15 

13 

13 

8 

10 

9 

Tobias  Watkins 

12 

10 

12 

6 

— 



Robert  Temple  : 

13 

15 

23 

28 

46 

54 

E.  W.  DuVal  : 

5 



— 

— 

— 

S.  A Foot  : ; 

; 

9 

9 

8 

6 

— 

— 

James  H.  Pleasants 

13 

13 

15 

17 

8 

17 

Mr.  Briggs  : ; 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

J.  S.  Williams  : 

4 



— 

— 

— 

— 

M.  St.  C.  Clarke  : 

: 

9 

12 

14 

17 

21 

24 

Mr,  Goldsborough 

— 

4 

— 

7 

-- 

— 

There  were,  on  the  different  ballots,  a few  scat- 
tering votes,  that  are  not  put  down  in  the  preceding 
exhibit.] 


Between  the  first  and  second  ballots— Mr.  Taylor^ 
from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  performed  that  duty,  and  had  received 
for  answer  that  the  president  would  to  morrow,  at 
12  o’clock,  make  a communication  to  the  house  in 
writing. 

Tuesday,  December  3. — This  day  the  president 
of  the  United  States  transmitted  to  both  houses 
of  congress  the  following 

MESSAGE. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate, 

and  house  of  representatives: 

Many  causes  unite  to  make  your  present  meet- 
ing peculiarly  interesting  to  our  constituents.  The 
operation  of  our  laws,  on  the  various  subjects,  to 
which  they  apply,  with  the  amendments  which  they 
occasionally  require,  imposes,  annually,  an  import- 
ant duty  on  the  representatives  of  a free  people.-- 
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Our  system  has  happily  advanced  t o such  maturitv, 
that  I am  not  aware  that  your  cares,  in  that  respect, 
will  be  aug-mented.  Other  causes  exist  whicli  are 
highly  interesting  to  the  whole  civilized  woi*ld,  and 
to  no  portion  of  it  more  so,  in  certain  views,  than  to 
the  United  States.  Of  these  causes,  and  of  their 
bearing  on  the  interests  of  our  union,  I shall  com 
municate  the  sentiments  which  1 have  formed  wi  h , 
that  freedom  which  a sense  of  duty  dictates.  It  is 
proper,  however,  to  invite  your  attention,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  those  concerns  respecting  which 
legislative  provision  is  thought  to  be  particularly 
urgent. 

On  the  24th  of  June  last,  a convention  of  naviga- 
tion and  commerce  was  concluded,  in  this  city, be- 
tween the  United  States  and  France,  by  ministers 
duly  authorized  for  the  purpose.  The  sanction  of 
the  executive  having  been  given  to  this  conven- 
tion, under  a conviction  that,  taking  all  its  stipula- 
tions into  view,  it  rested,  essentially,  on  a basis  of 
reciprocal  and  equal  advantage,  I deemed  it  my  du- 
ty, in  compliance  with  the  authority  vested  in 
the  executive,  by  the  second  section  of  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  of  the  sixth  of  May,  concerning 
navigation,  to  suspend,  by  proclamation,  until  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  the  opera- 
tion of  the  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  impose  a new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels,  and  for 
other  purposes,”  and  to  suspend,  likewise,  all  other 
duties  on  French  vessels,  or  the  goods  imported  in 
them,  which  exceeded  the  duties  on  American  ves- 
sels, and  on  similar  goods  imported  in  them.  1 
shall  submit  this  convention,  forthwith,  to  the  se- 
nate, for  its  advice  and  consent  as  to  thp  ratifica- 
ticn. 

Since  your  last  session,  the  prohibition  which 
had  been  imposed  on  the  counnerce  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  colonies,  in  the  West 
Indies  and  on  this  continent,  has  likewise  been  re- 
moved. Satisfactory  evidence  having  been  adduc 
ed  that  the  ports  of  those  colonies  had  been  open 
ed  to  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  by  an  act 
of  the  British  parliament,  bearing  date  on  the  24th 
of  June  last;  on  the  conditions  specified  therein,  1 
deemed  it  proper,  in  compliance  with  the  provi- 
sion of  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, above  recited,  to  declare,  by  proclamation, 
bearing  date  on  the  24th  of  August  last,  that  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  should  thenceforward, 
and  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  congress, 
be  open  to  the  vessels  of  Great  Britain,  employed 
in  that  trade,  under  the  limitation  specified  in  that 
proclamation. 

A doubt  was  entertained  whether  the  act  of 
congress  applied  to  the  British  colonies  on  this 
continent,  as  well  as  to  those  in  the  West  Indies; 
but,  as  the  act  of  parliament  opened  the  intercourse 
equally  willi  both,  and  it  was  the  manifest  intention 
of  congress,  as  well  as  the  obvious  policy  of  the 
United  States,  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
parliament  should  be  met,  in  equal  extent,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  as,  also,  the  act  of 
congress  was  supposed  to  vest  in  the  president 
some  discretion  in  the  execution  of  it,  I thought 
it  advisable  to  give  it  a corresponding  construc- 
tion. 

Should  the  constitutional  sanction  of  the  senate 
be  given  to  the  ratification  of  the  convention  with 
France,  legislative  provisions  will  be  necessary  to 
carry  it  fully  into  effect,  as  it  likewise  will  be  to 
continue  in  force,  on  such  conditions  as  may  be 
deemed  just  and  proper,  the  intercourse  which 
has  been  opened  between  the  United  States  and 
tlv€  British  colonies.  Every  light  in  the  possession 


of  the  executive  will,  in  due  lime,  be  communicat- 
ed on  both  subjects. 

liesting  essentially  on  a basis  of  reciprocal  and 
equal  advantage,  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  ex- 
ecutive, in  transactions  with  other  powers,  to  meet 
the  propositions  of  each  with  a liberal  spirit,  be- 
lieving that,  thereby,  the  interest  of  our  covmtry 
would  be  most  efieclually  promoted.  'I  his  course 
has  been  sys*^ematicully  pursued  in  the  late  occur- 
I rences  with  France  and  Great  Britain,  and  in  strict 
accord  with  the  views  of  the  legislature.  A con- 
fident hope  is  entertained  that,  by  the  arrangement 
thus  commenced  with  each,  all  difierenccs  respect- 
ing  navigation  and  commerce  with  the  dominions 
in  question,  will  be  adjusted,  and  a solid  founda- 
tion be  laid  for  an  active  and  pei-manent  inter- 
course, which  will  prove  equally  advantageous  to 
both  parties. 

I'he  decision  of  his  imperial  majesty  the  empe- 
ror of  Russia,  on  the  question  submitted  to  him  by 
the  United  States  atvd  Great  Britain,  concerning 
the  construction  of  the  first  article  of  th'?  treaty  of 
Ghent,  has  been  received.  A convention  has  since 
been  concluded  between  the  parties,  under  the 
mediation  of  his  imperial  majesty,  to  prescribe  the 
mode  by  which  that  article  shall  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect, in  conformity  with  that  decision.  I shall  sub- 
mit this  convention  to  the  senate  for  its  advice  and 
consent,  as  to  the  ratification,  and,  if  obtained, 
shall  immediately  bring  the  subject  before  con- 
gress, for  such  provisions  as  may  require  the  ir.ter- 
pqpition  of  the  legislature. 

In  compliance  with  an  act  of  the  last  session,  a 
territorial  government  has  been  established  in 
I'lorida,  on  the  principles  of  our  system.  By  this 
act,  the  inhabitants  are  secured  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  their  rights  and  fibprtles,  and  to  admission 
into  the  union,  with  equal  participation  in  the  go- 
vernment, with  the  original  states,  on  the  condi- 
tions heretofore  prescribed  to  other  territories. — 
By  a clause  in  the  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
Spain,  by  which  that  territory  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  it  is  stipulated,  that  satisfaction  shall 
be  made  for  the  injuries,  if  any,  which,  by  process 
of  law,  shall  be  established  to  have  been  suffered 
by  the  Spanish  officers,  and  individual  Spanish  in- 
habitants, by  the  late  operations  of  our  troops  in 
Florida.  No  provision  having  yet  been  made  to 
carry  that  stipulation  into  elfect,  it  is  submiited  to 
the  consideration  of  congress,  whether  it  will  not 
be  proper  to  vest  the  competent  power  in  the  dis- 
trict court  at  Pensacola,  or  in  some  tribunal  to  be 
specially  organized  for  that  purpose. 

The  fiscal  operations  of  the  year  have  been  more 
successful  than  had  been  anticipated  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  of  congress. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year,  have  exceeded  the  sum 
of  fourteen  millions  seven  hundred  and  forty-five 
thousand  dollars.  The  payments  made  at  the 
treasury  during  the  same  period  have  exceeded 
twelve  millions  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
thousand  dollars;  leaving  in  the  treasury  on  the 
30th  day  of  September  last  (including  one  million 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  ninety-two  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents, 
v/hich  were  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary last)  a sum  exceeding  four  millions  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

Besides  discharging  all  demands  for  the  current 
service  of  the  year,  including  the  interest  and 
reimbursement  of  the  public  debt,  the  six  per 
cent,  stock  of  1796,  amounting  to  eighty  thousand 
dollars,  has  been  redeemed.  It  is  estimated  that, 
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after  defmving-  the  current  expenses  of  the  pre-, 
sent  quarter,  and  redeeminjj  the  two  millions  of 
six  per  cent,  stock  of  1820,  tiiere  will  remain  in  the 
treasury,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  nearly 
three  millions  of  dollars.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
gross  amount  of  duties  which  have  been  secured, 
from  the  first  of  January  to  theSoth  September  last, 
has  exceeded  nineteen  millions  five  hundred  tlious- 
and  dollars,  and  the  amount  for  the  whole  year 
will  probably  not  fall  short  oftwenty-three  millions 
of  dollars. 

or  the  actual  force  in  service  under  the  present 
militarv  establishment,  the  posts  at  which  it  is  sta- 
tioiied,’  and  the  condition  of  each  post,  a report 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  which  is  now  communi- 
cated, will  give  a distinct  idea.  I?y  like  reports, 
the  state  of  the  academy  at  \V>st  Point  wnil  be 
seen,  as  will  be  the  progress  wl.ich  has  been  made 
on  the  fortifications  along  the  coast,  and  at  the  pub- 
lic armories  and  arsenals. 

'file  position  on  the  Red  river,  and  that  at  the 
Jvault  of  St.  Marie,  are  the  only  new  posts  that  liave 
been  taken.  I'hese  posts,  with  those  already  oc- 
cupied in  the  interior,  are  tlioughtto  be  well  adapt- 
ed to  the  protection  of  our  frontiers.  All  the  force, 
not  placed  in  the  garrisons  along  the  coast,  and  in 
the  ordnance  depots,  and  indispensably  necessary 
there,  is  placed  on  the  frontiers. 

! The  organization  of  the  several  corps  composing 
the  aimy,  is  such  as  to  admit  its  expan.sion  to  a 
great  extent,  in  case  of  emergency,  the  ofneers 
carrying  witii  them  all  the  light  wiiicii  they  possess 
to  the  new  corps,  to  whicii  tliey  migiit  be  appointed. 

Wiih  the  organization  of  the  sialf  there  is  equal 
cause  to  be  satisfied.  By  the  concentration  of  every 
branch,  with  its  chief,  in  this  city,  in  the  presence 
of  the  department,  anil  with  a grade  in  the  duel 
military  station  to  kcepahve  and  cherish  a military 
spirit,  the  greatest  promptitude  in  tiie  execution  of 
orders,  with  the  grealett  economy  and  eniciency, 
arc  secured.  The  same  view  is  taken  of  the  mili- 
tary academy.  Good  order  is  preserved  in  it,  and 
the  youth  are  well  instructed  in  every  science  con- 
nected with  the  great  objects  of  the  institution. 
They  are  also  well  trained  and  disciplined  in  the 
practical  parts  of  the  profession.  It  has  always 
been  found  difficult  to  control  the  ardor  insepara- 
ble from  that  early  age,  in  such  manner  as  to  give 
it  a proper  direction.  The  righls  of  manhood  are 
loo  often  claimed  prematurely;  in  pre.ssing  which 
too  far,  the  respect  which  is  due  to  age,  and  the 
obedience  necessary  to  a course  of  study  and  in- 
struction, in  every  such  institution,  are  sometimes 
lost  sight  of.  The  great  object  to  be  accomplished  | 
is  the  restraint  of  that  ardor,  by  such  wise  regula- 1 
tions  and  government,  us,*by  directing  all  the  ener.  | 
gif  s of  the  youthful  mind  to  the  attainment  of  use- 
ful knowledge,  will  keep  it  within  a just  subordi- 
nation, and  at  the  same  lime  elevate  it  to  the  high 
est  purpo.ses.  This  object  seems  to  be  essentially 
obtained  in  this  institution,  and  with  gre^al  advan- 
tage to  the  union. 

'fhe  military  academy  foims  the  basis,  in  regard 
to  science,  on  which  the  militai*y  establishment 
rests.  It  furnishes,  annually,  after  due  examination, 
and  on  the  report  of  the  academic  staff,  many  well 
informed  youth.s,  to  fill  the  vacancies  which  occur 
in  the  several  corps  of  the  army,  while  others,  who 
retire  to  private  life,  carry  with  them  such  attain- 
ments, as,  under  the  right  reserved  to  the  seve- 
ral states  to  appoint  the  officers  and  to  train  the 
militia,  will  enable  them,  by  affording  a wider  field 
for  selection,  to  promote  the  great  ooject  of  the 
po'tver  vested  in  congress,  of  providing  for  the  or- 


ganizing, aimi  g and  disciplining  the  militia,  rhus, 
by  the  mutual  and  harmonious  co-operation  of  the 
two  governments  in  the  execution  of  a power  di- 
vided between  them,  an  object  always  to  be  cherish- 
ed, the  attainment  of  a great  result,  on  whicii  our 
liberties  may  depend,  cannot  fail  to  be  secured.  I 
have  to  add,  that,  in  proportion  as  our  regular  force 
is  small,  should  the  instruction  and  discipline  of  the 
militia,  the  great  resource  on  which  we  rely,  be 
pushed  to  the  utmost  extent  that  circumstances  will 
admit. 

A report  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy  will  com. 
muiiicate  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
construction  of  vessels  of  war,  with  other  interest- 
ing details,  respecting  the  actual  state  of  the  affairs 
of  that  department.  It  has  been  found  necessary, 
for  the  protection  of  our  commerce,  to  maintain 
the  usual  squadrons  on  the  Mediterranean,  the  l*a« 
cific,  and  tdong  the  Atlantic  coast,  extending  the 
cruises  of  the  latter  into  the  West  Indies,  where 
piracy,  organized  into  a system,  has  preyed  on  the 
com.nerce  of  every  country  trading  thither.  A 
cruise  has  also  been  maintained  on  the  coast  of 
Af  rica,  when  the  season  would  permit,  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade;  and  orders  have  beem 
given  to  the  commanders  of  all  our  public  ship.s  to 
seize  our  own  vessels,  should  they  find  any  engaged 
in  that  trade,  and  to  bring  them  in  for  adjudication. 

Ill  the  West  Indies  piracy  is  of  recent  date,  which 
may  explain  the  cause  why  other  powers  have  not 
combined  against  it.  By  the  documents  communi- 
cated, it  will  be  seen  that  the  efforts  of  the  United 
States  to  suppress  it,  have  had  a very  salutary  ef- 
fect. The  benevolent  provision  of  the  act,  under 
which  the  protection  has  been  extended  alike  to  the 
commerce  of  other  nations,  cannot  fail  to  be  duly 
ajipreciated  by  them. 

In  compliance  w'ith  the  act  of  last  session,  entit- 
led *‘an  act  to  abolish  the  United  States’  trading- 
establishments,”  agents  were  immediately  appoint- 
ed and  instructed,  under  the  direction  of  tfie  score- 
tary  of  the  treasury,  to  close  the  business  of  the 
trading-houses  among  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  set- 
tle the  accounts  of  tiic  factors  and  sub  factors  eji- 
gaged  in  that  trade,  and  to  execute,  in  all  other 
respects,  the  injunctions  of  that  act,  in  the  mode 
prescribed  therein.  A final  report  of  their  pro- 
ceedings sliall  be  communicated  to  congress  as 
soon  as  it  is  received. 

It  is  with  great  regret  I have  to  state  tliat  a serl- 
ous  malady  has  deprived  ns  of  many  valuable  citi- 
zens at  Pensacola,  and  clieckcd  the  progress  of 
some  of  those  arrangements  which  are  important  to 
the  territory.  1 his  effect  has  been  sensibly  fell  in 
respect  to  the  Indians  who  inhabit  that  territory, 
consisting  of  tlie  remnants  of  several  tribes  who 
occupy  tiie  middle  ground  between  St.  Augustine 
and  Pensacola,  with  extensive  claims,  but  undefined 
boundaries.  Although  peace  is  preserved  with 
those  Indians,  yet  tlicir  position  and  cluim,s  tend 
essentially  to  interrupt  the  intercourse  between  the 
eastern  and  western  parts  of  the  territory,  on  which 
our  inhabitants  are  principally  settled.  It  is  essen- 
tial to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  territory,  as 
well  as  to  tl'.e  intere.st  of  the  union,  that  tliese  In- 
dians should  be  removed,  by  special  compact  with 
them,  to  some  other  position,  or  concentrated  within 
narrower  limits  wh.ere  they  are.  With  the  limited 
means  in  the  power  of  the  executive,  instructions 
were  given  to  the  governor  to  accomplish  this  ob- 
ject, so  far  as  it  might  be  practicable,  which  was  pre- 
vented by  the  distressing  malady  referred  to.  I’o 
carry  it  fully  into  effect  in  either  mode,  additional 
funds  will  be  necessary,  to  the  provision  of  which 
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the  powers  of  congress  alone  are  corajjetent.  With 
a view  to  sucli  provisions  as  may  be  deemed  pro- 
per, the  subject  is  submitted  to  your  consideration, 
and  in  the  interim,  furtlier  proceedings  are  sus- 
pended. 

It  appearing  that  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled 
**an  act  regulating  the  staff  of  the  army,”  which  pass 
ed  on  the  14th  April,  1818,  as  relates  to  the  com- 
missariat, will  expire  in  April  next,  and  the  practi- 
cal operation  of  tiiat  department  liaving  evinced  its 
great  utility,  the  propriety  of  its  renewal  is  submit- 
ted to  your  consideration. 

The  view  which  has  been  taken  of  the  probable 
productiveness  of  the  lead  mines,  connected  with 
the  importance  of  the  material  to  the  public  de- 
fence, makes  it  expedient  that  they  should  be  ma- 
naged with  peculiar  care.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested 
whether  it  will  not  comport  with  the  public  interest 
to  provide,  by  law,  for  the  appointment  of  an  agent 
skilled  in  mineralogy,to  superintend  them,  under 
the  direction  of  the  proper  department. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Cumberland  road,  which 
was  constructed  at  a great  expense,  has  already  suf- 
fered from  the  want  of  that  regular  superintendance, 
and  of  those  repairs,  which  are  indispensable  to  the 
preservation  of  such  a work.  This  road  is  of  incal- 
culable advantage  in  facilitating  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  western  and  the  Atlantic  states.  Through 
it  the  whole  country,  from  the  northern  extremity 
of  lake  Erie  to  the  Mississippi,  and  from  all  the 
waters  which  empty  into  eacli,  finds  an  easy  and 
direct  communication  to  the  seat  of  government, 
and  thence  to  the  Atlantic.  The  facility  which  it 
affords  to  all  military  and  commercial  operations, 
and  also  to  those  of  the  post  office  department,  can- 
not be  estimated  too  highly.  This  great  work  is, 
likewise,  an  ornament,  and  an  honor  to  the  nation. 
Believing  that  a competent  power  to  adopt  and  ex- 
ecute a system  of  internal  improvement  has  not 
been  granted  to  congress,  but  that  such  a power, 
confined  to  great  national  purposes,  and  with  proper 
limitations,  would  be  productive  of  eminent  advan- 
tage  to  our  union,  I have  thought  it  advisable  that 
an  amendment  f-f  the  constitution,  to  that  effect, 
should  be  recommended  to  the  several  states.  A 
bill  which  assumed  the  right  to  adopt  and  execute 
such  a system,  having  been  presented  for  my  sig 
mature,  at  the  last  session,  I was  compelled,  from 
the  view  whicli  I had  taken  of  the  powers  of  the 
general  government,  to  negative  it,  on  which  oc- 
casion I thought  it  proper  to  communicate  the  sen- 
timents which  I had  formed,  on  mature  considera- 
tion, on  the  whole  subject.  To  that  communication, 
in  all  the  views  in  which  the  great  interest  to  which 
it  relates,  may  be  supposed  to  merit  your  attention, 
I have  now  to  refer.  Should  congress,  however, 
deem  it  improper  to  recommend  such  an  amend 
ment,  they  have,  according  to  my  judgment,  the 
right  to  keep  the  road  in  repair,  by  providing  for 
the  superintendance  of  it,  and  appropriating  the 
money  necessary  for  repairs.  Surely,  if  they  had 
a right  to  appropriate  money  to  make  the  road, 
they  have  the  right  to  appropriate  it  to  preserve  the 
road  from  ruin.  From  the  exercise  of  this  power 
no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  Under  our  happy 
system,  the  people  are  the  sole  and  exclusive  foun- 
tain of  power.  Each  government  originates  from 
them,  and  to  them  alone,  each  to  its  proper  con- 
stituents, are  they  respectively  and  solely  responsi- 
ble for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  within 
their  constitutional  limits.  And  that  the  people  will 
confine  their  public  agents,  of  every  station,  to  the 
strict  line  of  their  constitutional  duties,  there  is  no 
cause  to  doubt.  Having,  however,  communicated 


my  sentiments  to  congress,  at  the  last  session,  full}, 
in  the  docnmenl  to  which  1 nave  referred,  respect- 
ing the  right  of  appropriation,  as  distinct  from  the 
rigiit  ol  jurisdiction  and  sovereignty  over  die  terri- 
tory in  question,  I deem  it  improper  to  eiuaige  on 
the  subject  here. 

From  the  best  information  that  I have  been  able 
to  obtain,  it  appears  that  our  manufactures,  though 
depressed  immediately  after  the  peace,  have  consi- 
derably  increased,  and  are  still  increasing,  unUcr  the 
encouragement  given  them  by  the  tariff  of  18i6, 
and  by  subsequent  laws.  Satisfied  I am,  whatever 
may  be  the  abstract  doctrine  in  favor  of  uiiresiricted 
commerce,  provided  all  nations  would  concur  in 
it,  and  it  was  not  liable  to  be  interrupted  by  war. 
which  has  never  occiu  rr.  d,  and  cannot  be  expected, 
thatthereare  other  strongreasons  applicable  to  our 
situation,  and  relations  wr.h  other  countries,  which 
impose  on  us  the  obligation  to  cherish  and  sustain 
our  manufactures.  Satisfied,  however,  I likewise 
am,  that  the  interest  of  every  part  of  our  union, 
even  of  those  most  benefitted  by  manufactures,  re- 
quires that  this  subject  should  be  touched  with  the 
greatest  caution,  and  a critical  knowledge  of  the 
effect  to  be  produced  by  the  slightest  change.  On 
full  consideration  of  the  subject,  in  all  its  relations, 

I arn  pursuaded,  tliat  a further  augmentation  may 
now  be  made  of  the  duties  on  certain  foreign  arti- 
cles in  favor  of  our  own,  and  without  affecting,  in- 
juriously, any  other  interest  For  more  precise  de- 
tails, I ivfer  you  to  the  communications  which  were 
made  to  congress  during  the  last  session. 

So  great  was  the  amount  of  accounts  for  moneys 
advanced  during  the  late  war,  in  addition  toothers 
of  a previous  date,  which,  in  the  regular  operations 
of  the  government,  necessarily  remained  unsettled, 
that  it  required  a considerable  length  of  time  for 
their  adjustment.  By  a repoj^t  from  tiie  first  comp- 
troller of  th.e  treasury,  it  appears,  that,  on  the 
4tlv  of  March,  1817,  the  accounts  then  unsettled 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  th.ree  millions  sixty- 
eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy  six  dol- 
lars and  forty  one  cents,  of  which,  on  the  .30th  of 
September  of  the  presentyear,  ninety  three  millions 
one  hundred  and  seventy  five  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents  had 
been  settled;  leaving  on  that  day  a balance  unset- 
tled of  nine  millions  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
tiiree  thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  nine  dol- 
lars and  eighty-five  cents.  That  there  have  been 
drawn  from  the  treasury,  in  paying  the  ptiblic  debt, 
and  sustaining  the  government  in  all  its  operations 
and  disbursements,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1817, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  seven  millions  one  hundred 
and  ninety  nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars  and  ninety-six  cents,  the  accounts  for  which 
have  been  settled  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  millions  five  hundred  and  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  one  dollars  and 
twelve  cents;  leaving  a balance  unsettled  of  nine- 
teen millions  six  iuindred  and  ninety-seven  thous- 
and nine  hundred  and  twenty  nine  dollars  and  eighty 
ty  four  cents.  For  precise  details  respiting  each 
of  these  balances,  I refer  to  the  report  of  the  comp- 
troller, and  the  documents  which  accompany  it. 

From  this  view,  it  appears  that  our  commercial 
differences  with  France  aud  Great  Britain  have 
been  placed  in  a train  of  amicable  arrangement, 
on  conditions  fair  and  honorable,  in  both  instances, 
to  each  party;  that  our  finances  are  in  a very  pro- 
ductive slate,  our  revenue  being  at  present  fully 
competent  to  all  the  demands  upon  it;  that  our 
military  force  is  well  organized  in  all  its  branches, 
and  capable  of  rendering  the  mpst  important  ser- 


NiLES’  REGiSTER—DECEMBEIi  7,  132£-CONGRESS. 


22  i 


vice,  in  case  of  emerg‘<^ncy,  that  its  number  will 
admit  of;  that  due  progress  lias  been  made,  under 
existing  appropriations,  m the  construction  of  for 
lifications,  and  in  the  operations  of  the  ordnance 
department;  that  due  progress  has,  in  like  manner, 
b^en  made  in  the  construction  of  ships  of  war;  that 
our  navy  is  in  the  best  condition,  felt  and  respect 
ed  ill  every  sea  in  wfiich  it  is  employded  for  the 
protection  of  our  commerce;  that  our  manufactures 
have  augmented  in  amount,  and  improved  in  quali- 
ty; that  great  progress  has  been  made  in  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts,  and  in  th^  recovery  of  the  ba 
iaiiC' s due  by  individuals;  and,  that  the  utmost  eco- 
nomy is  Secured  and  observed  in  every  department 
of  tlie  administration. 

Ollier  objects  will  likewise  claim  your  attention; 
because,  from  the  station  which  the  United  States 
hold,  as  a member  of  the  great  community  of  na- 
tions, iliey  have  rights  to  maintain,  duties  to  per 
fbrm,  and  dangers  to  encounter. 

A strong  hope  was  entertained  that  peace  would, 
eTethis,  have  been  concluded,  between  Spain  and 
the  independent  governments  south  of  the  United 
States  in  this  hemisphere.  Long  e.xperience  hav 
ing  evinced  the  competency  oftho.se  governments 
to  maintainn  the  independence  which  they  had  de- 
clared, it  was  presumed  that  the  considerations 
which  induced  their  recognition  by  the  U.  date.s, 
v/ould  have  had  equal  weight  with  other  powers, 
and  that  Spain  herself,  yielding  to  those  magnani- 
mous feelings  of  which  her  history  furnishes  so 
rrraay  examples,  would  have  terminated,  on  that  ba- 
sis, a controver.sy  so  unavailing,  and  at  the  .same 
time  so  destructive.  We  still  cherish  t!ie  hope, 
that  this  result  will  not  long  be  postponed. 

Sustaining  our  neutral  position,  and  allowing  to 
each  parly,  wlille  the  war  continue,  equal  rights, 
it  is  incumbent  on  the  United  Stales  to  claim  of 
each,  with  equal  rigor,  the  laithful  observance  of 
our  rights,  according  to  the  well  known  law  of  na- 
trions.  From  each,  therefore,  a like  co-operation  is 
expected  in  the  suppre.ssion  of  the  piratical  prac- 
tice which  has  grown  out  of  this  war,  and  of  block 
ades  of  extensive  coasts  on  both  seas,  wiiich,  con- 
sidering the  small  force  employed  to  sustain  them, 
have  not  the  slightest  foundation  to  rest  on. 

Europe  is  still  unsettled,  and  although  the  wai* 
long  menaced  between  Russia  and  Turkey,  has  not 
broken  out,  tliere  is  no  certainty  that  tlie  differ- 
ences between  those  poweis  will  be  amicably  ad- 
justed. It  is  impossible  to  look  to  the  oppressions 
of  the  country,  respecting  which  those  differences 
arose,  without  being  deeply  affected.  The  men- 
tion of  Greece  fills  the  mind  witii  the  most  exalted 
sentiment;!,  and  arouses  in  mir  bo.soms  the  best 
feelings  of  which  our  nature  is  susceptible.  Su- 
perior skill  and  refinements  in  the  arts,  heroic  gal 
iantry  in  action,  disinterested  patriotism,  enthusi 
astic  zea]  and  devotion  in  favor  of  public  and  per- 
son.al  lib‘»rt3%  are  associated  with  ourreccollections 
of  ancient  Greece,  fhat  such  a country  should 
have  been  overwhelmed,  and  so  long  Iiidden,  as  it 
were,  from  the  world,  under  a gloomy  despotism, 
has  b>  cn  a cause  of  unceasing  and  deep  regret  to 
generous  minds  for  ages  past.  It  was  natural, 
therefore,  that  the  re  appearance  of  those  people 
in  their  original  cliaractcr,  contending  in  favor  of 
their  liberties,  should  produce  that  great  excite- 
ment and  sympathy  in  their  favor,  which  have  been 
so.Signally  displayed  throughout  tlie  United  States. 
A strong  hope  is  entertained  that  these  people  will 
recover  their  indepen  lerice,  and  resume  their  equal 
station  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 


great  effort  has  been  made  in  Spain  and  Por- 
tugal to  improve  the  condition  of  the  people,  and  it 
most  be  very  consoling,  to  all  benevolent  minds,  to 
see  the  extraordinary  moderation  with  which  it  has 
been  conducted.  Tliat  it  may  promote  the  happi- 
ness of  both  nations,  is  the  ardent  wish  of  this 
whole  people,  to  the  expression  of  which  we  con- 
fine ourselves;  for,  whatever  may  be  the  feelings 
or  sentiments  which  every  individual  under  our 
government  has  a right  to  indulge  and  express,  it  is, 
nevertheless,  a sacred  maxim,  equally  with  the  go- 
vernment and  people,  that  the  destiny  of  every  in- 
dependent nation,  in  whatrelutes  to  such  improve- 
ments, of  right  belongs,  and  ought  to  be  left,  ex- 
clQsively  to  themselves. 

Whether  we  reason  from  the  late  wars,  or  frofti 
those  menacing  symptons  which  now  appear  in  Eu- 
rope, it  is  manifest,  that,  if  a convulsion  should  take 
place  in  any  of  those  countries,  it  will  proceed  from 
causes  which  have  no  existence,  and  are  utterly 
unknown  in  these  states,  in  which  there  is  but  one 
order,  that  of  the  people,  to  whom  the  sovereignty 
exclusively  belongs.  Should  war  break  out  in  any 
of  these  countries,  who  can  foretell  the  extent  to 
which  it  may  be  carried,  or  the  desolation  which  it 
in.ay  spread?  Exempt  as  we  are  from  these  causes, 
our  internal  tranquility  is  secure;  and,  distant  as  we 
a:e  from  the  troubled  scene;  and  faithful  to  first 
principle,  in  regard  to  other  powers,  we  might 
reasonably  presume,  that  we  should  not  be  molest- 
ed by  them.  This,  however,  ought  not  to  be  cal- 
culated on  as  certain.  Unprovoked  injurie.s  are 
often  inflicted,  and  even  the  peculiar  felicity  of  our 
situation,  might,  with  some,  be  a cause  for  excite- 
ment and  aggression.  'I'he  history  of  the  late  wars 
in  Europe  furnishes  a complete  demonstration,  that 
no  system  of  conduct,  however  correct  in  principle, 
can  protect  neutral  powers  from  injury,  from  any 
party;  that  a defenceless  position,  and  distinguished 
love  of  peace,  are  the  surest  invitations  to  wa^ 
and  thutllierc  is  no  way  to  avoid  it,  other  than  by  be- 
ing always  prepared,  and  willing,  for  just  cause,  to 
meet  it.  If  there  be  a people  on  earth  whose  more 
especial  duty  is  to  be  at  all  times  prepared  to  de- 
fend the  rights  with  which  they  are  blessed,  and  to 
surpass  all  others  in  sustaining  the  necessary  bur- 
then.s,  and  in  submitting  to  sacrifices,  to  make  such 
preparation,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  people  of  these 
states. 

When  vve  see  that  a civil  war,  of  the  most  fright- 
ful character,  rages  from  the  Adriatic  to  the  Black 
Sea;  that  strong  symptons  of  war  appear  in  other 
parts,  proceeding  from  causes,  which,  should  it 
break  out,  may  become  general,  and  be  of  long  du- 
ration; that  the  war  still  continues  between  Spain 
and  the  independent  governments,  her  late  pro- 
vinces, in  this  hemisphere;  that  it  is  likewise  menac- 
ed between  Portugal  and  Brazil,  in  consequence  of 
the  attempt  of  the  latter  to  dismember  itself  from 
the  former;  and  that  a system  of  piracy,  of  great  ex- 
tent, is  maintained  in  the  neighboring  seas,  w'hich 
will  require  equal  vigilance  and  decision  to  sup- 
press it,  the  reasons  for  sustaining  the  attitude 
which  we  now  hold,  and  for  pushing  forward  ail 
our  measures  of  defence  witli  the  utmost  vigor,  ap- 
pear to  me  to  ac([uire  new  force. 

h he  United  States  owe  to  the  world  a great  ex- 
ample, and,  by  means  thereof,  to  the  cause  of  liber- 
ty and  humanity,  a generous  support,  fhey  have 
so  far  .succeeded  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  virtuous 
and  enlightened  of  every  country.  There  is  no  rea- 
son to  doubt,  that  there  whole  movement  will  be 

regulated  by  a sacred  regard  to  principle,  all  our 
institutions  being  founded  on  that  basis.  The  ability 
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to  support  our  own  cause,  under  any  Inal  to  which 
it  may  be  exposed,  is  the  great  point  on  which  the 
public  solicitude  rests.  It  has  been  often  charged 
against  free  governments,  that  they  have  neither  the 
foresight,  nor  the  virtue  to  provide,  at  the  proper 
season,  for  great  emergencies;  that  their  course  is 
improvident  and  expensive;  that  war  will  always 
find  them  unprepared,  and  whatever  may  be  its  ca- 
lamities,  that  its  terrible  warnings  will  be  disre 
garded  and  forgotten  as  soon  as  peace  returns.  I 
iiave  full  confidence  that  this  charge,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  United  States,  will  be  shewn  to  be  utter- 
ly destitute  of  truth.  JAMES  MONROE. 

W aahington,  December  3,  1822. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  letters  from 
the  secretaries  of  the  state,  treasury,  war  and  navy 
departments,  and  from  the  postmaster  general,  each 
transmitting  a report  of  the  number  of  officers  and 
messengers  retained  in  their  respective  depart- 
ments, which  were  severally  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  ballot,  (the  seventh 
time),  for  a person  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  clerk  of 
the  house,  in  the  place  of  the  late  Thos.  Dougherty, 
esq.;  and  the  votes  were  as  follow: 


Mr.  Temple 

7th. 

46 

8 th. 

47 

»th. 

50 

loth: 

55 

llth 

48 

Chambers 

26 

25 

23 

7 

— 

L.  H.  Clark 

19 

5 



— 



Franks 

16 

20 

15 

2 



Foot 

13 

16 

16 

13 



Pleasants 

12 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Milnor 

11 

9 

— 





M.  St.  C.  Clarke 

: 5’^ 

29 

45 

71 

98 

Watkins 

3 



So  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clark,  of  Penn,  was  duly 
elected  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  States,  and,  being  in  attendance,  was  sworn 
into  office. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  4.  Messrs.  Burrows,  of  Con- 
necticut; Borland,  Litchfield  and  Morgan,  of  New 
York;  Neal,  of  Maryland;  J.  S.  Smith,  of  Kentucky; 
Floyd,  W.  Smith  and  T.  L.  Moore,  of  Virginia; 
Campbell,  of  Ohio;  and  Crudup,  of  N.  Carolina,  ap- 
peared and  took  their  seats:  also,  Mr.  Andrew^  R. 
Govan,  elected  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Overstreet,  of 
S.  Carolina,  deceased. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tenn.  it  was 
liesolved.  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prescribing,  by  law,  a mode  by  which  the  senators, 
and  representatives,  and  delegates  in  congress, 
shall  receive  their  compensation;  and,  also,  a mode 
by  which  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  senate  and 
house  of  representatives  shall  be  liquidated  and  paid. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alab.  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  judiciary  committee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing the  state  of  Alabama  three  representatives,  in 
conformity  with  the  2d  section  of  the  act  for  the 
apportionment  of  representatives  among  the  se- 
veral states,  according  to  the  fourth  census. 

Sundry  resolutions,  referring  the  president’s 
message  to  different  committees,  as  is  customary, 
were  introduced  by'  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  and 
agreed  to  without  debate,  in  a committee  of  the 

* On  this  occasion  it  appeared  that  tl\e  votes  plac- 
ed to  the  name  of  Mr.  L,  H Clark  were  chiefly  in- 
tended for  Mr.  St,  Clair  Clarke— but  no  choice "hav 
ing  been  made,  it  was  suffered  to  be  corrected  by 
the  next  ballot. 


whole— they  were  concurred  in  by  the  house,  after 
an  amendment  of  Mr  Wright^  which  h..s  a more  spe- 
cial view  to  the  eiitire  suppression  of  tlie  slave  trade, 
and  it  was  acqui-sced  in  by  Mr.  Taylor.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  a special  committee. 

Tlie  following  standing  committees  have  been 
appointed  by  the  speaker  of  tlie  house: 

On  the  f ommiice  of  elections.  Mr.  Sloane,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards, of  N.  C.  Mr.  Kirkland,  Mr.  Moore,  of  Va.  Mr. 
Rodgers,  Mr.  Mallary,  and  Mr.  Tucker,  of  S C. 

On  the  committee  of  tvays  and  means.  Mr.  Smith- 
of  Maryland,  xMr.  MLane,  Mr.  Mitcliell,  of  Smith 
Carolina,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  I’hompson, 
Mr,  Andrew  Stevenson,  and  .Mr.  Cambreleng. 

On  the  committee  of  claims.  Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C. 
Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Conn.  Mr.  Litchfield, 
Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  Matson,  and  Mr.  Reed,  of  Md. 

On  the  committee  of  commerce.  Mr  Newton,  .Mr. 
Toadinson,  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Abbot,  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr 
Hardin,  and  Mr  Durfee. 

On  the  committee  of  public  lands.  Mr.  Rankin  Mr. 
Scott,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Cannon,  .Mr.  Sterling,  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr.  Jennings. 

On  the  committee  oti  the  post  office  and  post  roads. 
Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  Mr.  Hooks,  Mr.  Gross,  Mr. 
>>toddart,  Mr.  Campbell, of  New  York,  Mr.  Bateman, 
and  Mr.  Wilson. 

On  the  committee  for  the  district  of  Columbia.  Mr. 
Kent,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Neale,  Mr.  Matlack,  Mr. 
Patterson,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Rochester,  and  .Vlr. 
James  Stephenson. 

On  the  committee  on  the  judiciary.  ?4r.  Nelson,  of 
Virginia,  Mr.  Plumer,  of  X.  Hampshire,  Mr.  Dick- 
inson, .Mr.  Burton,  Mr  Sanders,  Mr.  Johnston,  of 
Louisiana,  and  Mr.  Hempliil). 

On  the  connnittee  on  pensions  aJid  revoludonarv 
claims  Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  fkJdy,  Mr.  Allen, 
of  Tennessee,  Mr,  Wm.  Smith,  Mr.  Hubbard,  and 
Mr.  Barber,  of  Ohio. 

On  the  committee  on  public  expenditures.  Mr. 
Montgomery,  Mr.  Dwight,  Mr.  Crafts,  .Mr.  Gcbhard, 
Mr.  Gist,  Mr.  'Patnall,  and  Mr.  Harris. 

On  the  committee  on  private  land  claims.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, of  Oiiio,  Mr.  Conckling,  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alaba- 
mu,  Mr.  Uphain,  Mr.  Sterling,  of  Connecticut,  .Mr. 
Crudup,  and  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer. 

On  the  committee  on  manufactures.  Mr.  Tod,  Mr. 
Woodson,  Mr.  Floyd,  Mr.  Conner,  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Condict,  and  Mr,  Forward. 

On  the  committee  on  agriculture.  Mr.  Butler,  Mr. 
Baylies,  Mr.  Garnett,  Mr.  M’Neil,  Mr.  Vance,  Mr. 
Findlay,  and  Mr.  New. 

On  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs.  Mr.  Metcalfe, 
Mr.  Bigelow,  Mr.  IMitchell,  of  Pennsy  lvania,  .Mr. 
Mercer,  Mr.  McCarty,  Mr.  Williamson,  and  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Virginia. 

On  the  committee  on  foreign  nffidrs.  Mr.  Russell, 
Mr.  Wright,  Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Archer, 
Mr.  Farrelly,  and  Mr.  Rodney. 

On  the  committee  on  military  affairs.  Mr,  Eustis, 
Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Walworth,  Mr.  Darlington,  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Ken.  Mr.  McCoy,  and  .Mr.  Mattocks. 

On  the  committee  on  naval  affairs.  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr. 
Randolph,  Mr.  Gilmer,  Mr.  Golden,  Mr.  Warfield, 
Mr.  Plurner,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Harvey. 

On  the  committee  on  revisal  and  unfinished  business. 
Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Hawks,  and  Mr.  Brown,  of  Penn. 

On  the  committee  on  accounts.  Mr.  Alien,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Mr.  Swan,  and  Mr.  Ruggles. 

d^Thursday’s  proceedings  are  unimportant,  and 
we  have  not  room  for  them.  What  is  necessary, 
shall  be  preserved  in  our  next. 
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have  a copy  of  the  volume  of  documents 
that  accompanied  the  president’s  messag-e — out  of 
which  vve  shall  make  some  liberal  extracts  and  ab 
stracts  of  what  we  sn|)pose  most  interesting- to  our 
readers.  Witlunit  the  tables,  it  makes  91  pages. 

(X^There  is  a report  tliat  com.  Ported  is  to  take 
command  on  the  West  India  station,  w ith  discre- 
tionary powers  to  suppress  piracy,  if  it  be  possible— 
“peaceably  if  he  can,  forcibly  if  he  must.”  'I'his 
matter  could  not  be  conhded  to  a better  man,  and 
we  say,  let  commerce  be  protected — about  whicii  we 
shall,  probably,  oflcr  some  further  remarks  in  our 
next. 

The  British  now  have  six  or  eight  vessels  cruis- 
ing on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  for  the  suppression  of  pi 
racy,  and  they  appear  to  be  active.  One  of  them 
lias  captured  a piratical  schooner  off  Matanzas,  and 
killed  or  secured  the  whole  of  the  crew — 15  of 
them  have  been  sent  to  Nassau. 

The  Cdeeks.  A vessel  has  arrived  at  New  York, 
in  45  days  from  Leghorn,  bringing  intelligence  that 
peace  had  been  concluded  between  the  'Purks  and 
llie  Greeks,  through  the  mediation  of  t!ie  emperor 
of  Rui-sia. 


Vermont.  We  have  often  wondered  at  tlie  h.£i;.-t- 
ness  of  the  sessions  of  tlie  legislature  of  this  jiatc, 
which  appears  to  be  as  well  governed  as  an;'  oilier 
in  tlie  union:  but  the  following  classification  of  the 
mernoers  recently  elected,  shews  a reason  fur  die 
despatch  of  business:  Farmers  157,  manufacturers 
and  mechanics  22,  lawyers  20,  merchants  12,  prin- 
ter 1— total  212, 

Virginia.  The  report  of  the  treasurer  to  the  le- 
gislature of  this  state,  shews,  that  on  the  fir.st  day 
of  October,  1821,  there  was  in  the  Treasury 
729  32  cents;  that  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  the 
receipts  at  the  Treasury,  amount  to  ^739,699  78  cts» 
and  disbursements  during  the  same  period  to  §770, 
955  C3  cents;  leaving  a balance  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  30tii  day  of  September  last,  of  §100,473  47 
cents  ” It  also  appears,  that  “of  the  balance,  the 
sum  of  §25,464  89  cents,  was  at  the  credit  of  the 
I.iterary  Fund — and  the  sum  of  §22,584  77  cents 
to  the  credit  of  the  boar<l  of  public  works.  Of 
the  balance,  the  sum  of  §13,963  10  cents  had  been 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  at  different  periods,  by  the 
subscribers  to  the  erection  of  a Monument,  to  the 
memory  of  Gen.  George  Washington. 


“The  news  was  brought  to  Leghorn  on  the  22d 
Oct.  by  a vessel  from  Constantinople,  and  captain 
Ashford  slates  that  the  fact  was  generally  believed 
at  Leghorn,  whence  he  sailed  on  the  25th.  , He  also 
says,  that  the  treaty  leaves  the  Greeks  in  the  same 
state  of  slavery  they  ‘were  in  before  the  tvar” 

(XT’ We  do  not  believe  this — no  former  account 
has  intimated  that  the  subject  was  suggested,  and 
it  w’ould  require  some  time  to  seuie  the  principles 
and  obtain  the  assent  of  the  parlies. 


North  Carolina.  The  annual  report  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  state,  exhibits  the  following  par- 
ticulars: 

Receipts  for  the  past  fiscal  year  127,064  24 
Balance  in  hand  at  the  commence- 
ment of  it,  114,099  44 


241,163  68 

Expenditures  for  the  same  term,  in- 
cluding treasury  notes,  &c.  burnt  126,701  69 
Balance  in  the  treasury,  Nov.  1,  114,461  69 


Church  affairs.  The  differences  among  the 
congreg-atiOn  of  St.  Mary's  church,  Philadeiphia, 
appear  to  be  widened  by  a late  rescript  of  the  | 
pope,  which  it  was  thought  would  heal  them.  The 
trustees  and  a few  pew-holders,  had  a meeting  to 
take  the  subject  into  consideration — “the  result 
was,  (says  a communication  in  the  Centinel),  that 
the  gentlemen  present  voluntarily  subscribed  five 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  appropriated  to  resist  this 

foreign  monster.”  

Diplomatic  agents.  We  have  envoys  extraor- 
dinary and  ministers  plenipotentiary,  at  London, 
Paris,  St.  Petersburg,  Madrid  and  Lisbon,  at  9000 
dollars  a year,  with  outfits  and  infts,  and  secreta- 
ries of  legation  at  2000  each.  There  are  charges 
des  affaires  at  Amsterdam  and  Stockholm,  at  4,500 
dollars,  and  sundry  consul-generals,  agents,  &c. 
all  for  the  protection  of  commerce.  We  hope  to 
see  the  time  tuheti  we  shall  not  have  one  minister 
plenipotentiary,  resident  abroad.  We  have  nothing 
to  do  witli  the politicsoS^  the  old  world,  and  special 
missions,  to  accomplish  special  purposes,  would 
better  suit  the  genius  of  our  government  and  the 
state  of  our  means  to  pay  for  them.  We  are,  and 
ought  to  be,  a separate  people.  No  favors  are  ever 
granted  to  us;  and  we  would  do  unto  other  nations 
just  as  they  do  unto  us,  provided  they  refused  to 
meet  us  in  commerce  and  navigation  on  reciprocal 
principles. — And  it  is  only  in  respect  to  these,  that 
we  have  any  rightful  business  with  any  of  them. 

Vox.  XXIir.— 15, 


South  Carolina.  Col.  Ilayne  has  been  elected 
a senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years,  in  the 
the  place  of  judge  Smith,  by  a majority  of  18— 
whole  number  of  votes  164.  It  seems  that  col.  H. 
was  tliought  friendly  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  and  Mr.  Smith 
to  Mr.  Crawford,  as  president  of  the  U.  States. 
Why  should  the  election  of  a senator  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  election  of  a president. 

Georgia.  An  attempt  to  change  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  state,  so  as  to  give  the  people  the  elec- 
tion oftheirchiefmagistrate,  has  failed  in  the  senate: 
for  the  bill  30,  against  it  17 — two  thirds  of  the  votes 
^being  required,  the  proposed  amendment  was, 
consequently,  lost. 

Kentucky.  The  auditor  reports,  that  the  receipts 
of  the  present  year,  ending  Oct.  10,  amount  to 

232,446  60 

In  the  treasury,  10th  Oct.  1821  73,810  78 

306,257  44 

Various  pay^ments  during  the  year,  251,411  22 


In  treasury,  10th  Oct.  1822  54,846  22 

Some  of  the  chief  items  of  expenditure  are — 
for  the  executive  and  judicial  departments,  §28, 
990;  altornies  5,272;  legislature  26,793,  two  ses- 
sions; stock  subscribed  to  the  bank  of  the  com" 
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monwealth  g75,715;  support  of  lunatics  §15,4-90; 
loans  to  the  penitentiary  21,352  dollars;  slaves  ex- 
ecuted 1,600  dollars;  criminal  prosecutions  10,439 
dollars,  &c.  cents  omitted. 

The  expenditures  the  next  year  are  estimated 
at  183,600  doilarsi — viz.  salaries  35,000  dollars;  le- 
gislative and  contingent  40,000  dollars;  criminal 
prosecutions  12,000  dollars;  slaves  [to  nE]exeaUed 
2,000  dollars;  lunatics  18,000  dollars,  &c.  Tne  re- 
ceipts are  estimated  at  176,329  dollars,  viz.  taxes 
69,483;  from  clerks  on  law  processes  10,000  dollars; 
tax  on  bank  of  Kentucky  7,500  dollars;  dividends 
OB  stock  in  ditto  27,000  dollars;  on  ditto  in  the  bank 
of  the  commonwealth  54,000  dollars,  8ic. 

It  appears  that  the  present  balance  against  the 
penitentiary  establishment  amounts  to  61,369  dol- 
lars, but  there  are  credits  in  the  sum  of  31,344  dol- 
lars; and  the  nominal  worth  of  the  claims  is 
31,344  dollars. 

Revolutioxarv  tessioxs.  a letter  from  a sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  independence  is  published  in 
the  National  Intelligeticer,  , shewing  that  revo- 
luiionary  pensioners  in  the  west  are  paid  their  pit- 
tances in  the  depreciated  currency  of  that  district 
of  our  country.  V/e  do  not  believe  that  this  prac- 
tice could  be  known  at  Washington — but  if  the  fact 
is  so,  some  persons  have  been  playing  a game  for 
which  they  should  be  rendered  infamous,  in  making 
a profit  of  from  20  to  50  percent,  on  their  disburse- 
ments, at  the  cost  of  the  poor  and  needy,  the  few 
yet  remaining  of  those  who  fought  in  the  revolution. 
The  truth  should  be  known — if  it  is  so,  that  the 
amount  due  is  drawn  from  the  United  States,  trea- 
sury in  “good  money,”  as  we  suppose  that  it  is, 
and  paid  to  the  pensioners  in  the  wretched  curren- 
cy of  Kentucky,  it  is  about  one  of  the  most  ras- 
cally  things  that  we  have  heard  of,  and  the  names 
of  the  actors  iw  it  should  be  given  up  to  public  ex- 
ecration. We  are  afraid  the  fact  is  as  presumed. 

LoNCEvrrr.  By  a paragraph  in  a late  J\Teio-Hamp- 
shire  Patriot^  it  appears,  that  no  less  than  seventy. 
Jive  persons  have  died  within  that  state  since  1732, 
who  had  attained  the  remarkable  age  of  100  years 
and  upwards;  of  these  one  reached  120,  another 
116,  and  a third  115  years. 

It  mentions  the  following  persons  yet  living;  Mrs. 
Tryphena  Stiles,  of  Samersworth;  Mrs.  Mary  Bar- 
nard, of  Jimherst;  Mrs.  Bailey,  of  Chest erJieLdy  each 
aged  101;  Mrs.  Sarah  Kelly,  of  Ke-w-llamliton^  103; 
and  the  venerable  Mr.  Samuel  Welsh,  of  jKew,  in 
Ids  113th  year. 

Feoiiida.  We  have  always  supported  the  pro- 
ject of  annexing  the  strip  of  land,  vveSt  of  the  Ap- 
palachicola,  to  tlie  state  of  Alabama,  to  which  it 
seems  naturally  to  belong;  and,  surely,  its  junction, 
for  the  purposes  of  government,  with  the  peninsu- 
la of  East  t’lorida,  is  exceedingly  inconvenient,  if 
not  absurd — provided  it  is  designed  to  continue  it. 
Speaking  of  the  late  wreck  of  the  United  States 
schooner  Alligator,  on  Uraysford  Reef,  the  Nati- 
onal Intelligencer  observes — The  navigation  along 
the  coast  of  P'lorida  is  said  to  be  the  most  dange- 
rous in  the  world.  The  distance  between  Pensa- 
cola and  St.  Augustine  is,  by  water,  tvuo  thousand 
viileSf  of  this  dangerous  navigation;  and  vessels 
are  frequently  lost  in  attempting  the  passage. 
Seven  vessels  were  lost  in  that  sea  and  on  that 
shore  in  one  storm  in  May  or  June  last,  some  of 
which  were  never  after  heard  of — particularly  one 
with  several  passengers,  (among  whom  was  Mr. 
Lytle,  of  B^tiino|e,  one  ^of  thg  executive  coun- 


cil of  Florida.)  Whilst  on  the  subject,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  the  distance  between  St.  Augus- 
tine and  Florida,  even  by  land,  ts  twenty  daysjour^ 
ney  on  horseback^  which  renders  it  impracticable 
that  the  two  Fioridas  should  long  remain  under 
one  government. 

Detroit.  The  people  of  this  city,  about  the  15tb 
of  November,  were  apprised,  by  news-papersfrom 
the  eastward,  that  f/iey  were  very  sickly!  It  seems 
that  they  had  not  known  any  thing  of  a*  “terrible” 
disease  that  prevailed  among  them,  until  they  were 
thus  informed  of  it!  To  be  serious,  Detroit  has  not 
been  sickly  during  the  late  season — the  whole 
number  of  deaths  thereat,  from  the  1st  of  May,  to 
the  1st  of  November,  was  less  than  twenty. 

“Let  trs  alone.”  A friend  (says  the  Chronicle), 
has  mentioned  an  anecdote  which  transpired  on 
the  arrival  of  the  regular  packet  ship  Franklin, 
that  plies  between  Baltimore  and  Liverpool,  which 
w e think  worthy  of  being  recorded.  On  the  last 
voyage,  an  American  citizen  and  a native  of  this 
city,  took  passage  on  board,  for  the  recovery  of 
his  health,  with  no  other  books  than  abible,  a com- 
mon prayer  book,  and  a volume  of  Silliman’s  tra- 
vels.  These  books  were  pronounced  at  the  cus- 
tom house  at  Liverpool,  liable  to  a duly.  Aston- 
ished  at  such  intelligence,  the  passenger  waited 
upon  the  collector  of  the  port,  and  represented 
himself  as  an  Ameiican  travelling  for  his  health, 
and  remonstrated  on  the  absurdity  and  injustice  of 
this  demand  for  custom  house  duty  on  a bible  and 
pi’ayer  book,  in  a nation  where  so  many  charitable, 
human  and  religious  societies  were  formed  for  the 
dispensation  of  these  very  volumes.  No  apology, 
no  excuse  would  answer — the  custom  house  du- 
ties were  paid. 

Family  ot  Natoleon.  It  is  said  that  Lucien  Bo- 
naparte and  his  fami!}',  and  Achille  Murat,  oldest 
son  of  (he  ex-king  of  Naples,  have  received  liberty 
to  depart  for  the  United  States.  If  they  are  wil- 
ling to  work  to  get  an  honest  living,  we  shall  be 
glad  of  their  arrival — but  we  have  consumers 
enough  already. 

The  dropsy— cured.  Two  persons  of  Louisiana 
lately  fought  a duel  in  Texas.  One  of  them  had 
been  labouring  under  an  abdominal  dropsy,  He  was 
sliot  through  the  belly.  The  dropsical  matter  was 
discharged;  and  the  bowels,  from  the  inflammation 
excited  by  the  wound,  adhering  to  the  peritoneum, 
a permanent  cure  was  accomplished,  and  the  man' 
is  now  hale  and  hearty. 

Lawyers.  The  Philadelphia  Union  states,  that 
Mr.  Griffith,  of  Burlington,  has  ascertained  that 
the  practising  members  of  the  bar  iii  the  United 
Stales,  exceed  in  number  6000,  of  which  New- 
York  furnishes  the  disproportionate  amount  of 
1391.  Mr.  Griffith  has  the  names  and  places  of  re- 
sidence of  those  who  were  practising  in  1821,  in 
fifteen  states:  Maine  had  then  217,  Massachusetts 
521,  New  Hampshire  204,  Vermont  220,  Connec- 
ticut 273,  New  York  1391,  New  Jersey  134,  Penn- 
sylvania 417,  Delaware  32,  Maryland  175,  S^ginia 
483,  Kentucky  307,  Ohio  204,  Georgia  157,  Lou- 
isiana 106, — whole  number  in  these,  4841.  In  the 
the  other  nine  states,  namely,  Rhode  Island,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri,  the  num- 
ber is  supposed  to  be  at  least  1000, 
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Mn.  Clat.  After  an  adjournment  of  the  senat;’  and 
house  of  representatives  of  Kentucky,  on  the  l8tli 
ult.  the  members  met  in  the  Ijall  of  tlie  latter,  and, 
having- appointed  William  l\  Harry,  chairman,  and 
Thomas  Speer,  secretary,  a resolution  whs  unani- 
mously passed,  recommending  llEwinr  Clat  as  a 
suitable  person  to  succeed  Mr.  Monroe,  as  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  To  tliis  resolution  is  at- 
tached an  address,  it  is  probable  iliat  we  shall  pub- 
lish the  proceedings  at  full  length  in  our  next. 

Spontaxkous  coMBCSTro.v.  The  following  singu- 
lar incident  lately  happened  at  'raunton,  Massachu- 
fietts— About  two  tons  of  refuse  iron,  consisting  oi 
filings  and  .shavings,  were  deposited  in  a wooden 
store  near  this  village.  By  accident,  a few  quarts 
of  linseed  oil  were  spilt  on  the  heap.  In  about 
three  weeks  after  this  occurred,  a person  walking 
over  the  mound,  perceived  it  to  be  very  sensibly 
warm.  In  opening  it,  a great  part  of  the  interior 
was  discovered  to  be  heated  to  redness! 

N,  B.  Tile  iron  wasfree  from  sulphur,  (which  is 
known  to  inflame  spontaneously  witli  iron.) 

Si LVKii  MIXES.  It  is  believed  that  there  is  no  truth 
in  a late  report  of  the  discovery  of  certain  silver 
mines  in  North  Carolina. 

The  Porto  Rico  expeiutiox.  Though  this  mat- 
ter is  of  very  little  importance,  it  may  be,  perhaps, 
useful  to  record  some  further  account  of  it. 

By  an  arrival  at  Charleston  from  Havana,  the 
editors  of  the  City  Gazelle  have  received  many  pa- 
pers from  the  latter — ifoin  their  notices  of  those 
papers  we  extract  the  following: 

'I’he  ‘Noticioso’  of  the  19th  Nov.  contains  the 
proclamation  of  the  governor  of  Porto  Rico,  dated 
I3th  October,  1822,  giving  his  reasons  for  the  ca- 
pital punishment  imposed  upon  Pedro  Di-bois,  and 
many  others,  for  having  attempted,  in  conjunction 
witii  outlaws  and  foreigners,  to  revolutionize  the 
island,  and  take  possession  of  the  same,  it  appears 
that  the  insurgents  calculated  on  external  assistance, 
and  tliat  a servile  war  was  to  have  been  raised. 
The  governor,  however,  says,  that  he  had,  from 
time  to  time,  received  information  of  their  inten- 
tions. He  states  the  focus  of  this  incendiary  at- 
tempt was  in  the  United  States,  and  sustained  and 
animated  by  individuals,  through  error  or  through 
ambition.  The  governor  proceeds  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  expedition  and  of  the  progress  of  the 
adventurers — the  places  they  touched  at — their 

rendezvous  at  the  east  end  of  Porto  Rico 

their  extravagant  proclamations — ollerirg  to  all, 

- equality  of  rights,  an  asylum,  happiness  and 
protection.’*  These  proclamations  are  signed 
from  Head  Quarters,  Mayquez,  Sept.  1822,  by 
“Louis  Villaume  Ducondray  Holstein” — no  ficti- 
tious name,  but  belonging  to  a Swedish  adven- 
turer, who  had  formerly  been  governor  of  the 
castles  of  lioccachica,  and  afterwards  earned  his 
living  in  the  honest  calling  of  a music  and  French 
master.  His  excellency  appears  to  have  been  very 
happy  in  tracing  the  steps  of  this  man,  who,  he 
says,  fled  to  New  York,  and  there  organized,  with 
some  Americans,  the  plan  of  attacking  a neutral 
government. 

But  a much  more  significant  signature  appears 
to  thesfe  proclamations:  “B.  Irvine,  government  sec- 
retary pro.  tern.”  This  Irvine  was  formerly  edi- 
tor of  a paper,  called  the  ‘Columbian,’  in  New 
York:  and  afterwards  of  the  ‘Washington  City 
Gazette.*  The  good  people  at  St.  Bartholemews 
thought  Mr.  Irvine  a •gr&c.l  -ivritevj^  and  that,  P’^fh  ■ 


his  pen,  he  could  conquer  empires;  but  the  gover- 
nor of  Porto  Hico,  (and  we  doubt  not  he  is  a good 
judge  of  style),  calls  Irvine’s  proclamation  “mtj  ex» 
ordeo  extrava^ante  y concebido  an  un  language  bar- 
baro'* — The  “government”  of  which  Irvine  is.  or 
was  secretary,  he  calls  the  “Republic  of  Beheua.** 
We  suspect  this  republic  has  disappeared. 

'I'here  is  something  wrong  in  this  business—* 
something  apparently  disgraceful  to  our  country^ 
and  on  wliich  it  would  be  well  to  excite  atlentionr 
and  inquiry  at  Washington.  I'he  piracies  abroad 
give  us  trouble  enough;  let  us  have  no  domestic  ex- 
peditions that  have  any  resemblance  to  piracy. 

A letter  from  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  dated  (ict.  31, 
and  printed  in  the  Havana  papers,  says — “The  fri- 
gate Ligera,  with  her  worthy  commander,  Laborde, 
is  in  port  at  Curracoa,  where  came  in  sight  five 
schooners,  directing  tlieir  course  to  tliat  point, 
I'his  brave  commander  presented  himself  imme- 
diately to  the  governor,  and  asked  permission  to 
set  sail  to  reconnoitre,  but  was  positively  refused; 
but  as  he  made  the  most  energetic  protestation  in 
the  name  of  the  Spanish  nation,  he  was  at  last  per- 
mitted to  sail,  which  was  immediately  effected, 
and  coming  up  with  the  5 schooners,  he  beat  them 
completely,  look  3 out  of  the  5,  and  conducted 
them  in  triumph  to  Porto  Cabello. 

“He  found  on  board  of  them  4000  muskets,  and 
a large  quantity  of  ammunition,  with  some  gentry, 
calling  themselves  governors,  intendants,  &c.  Jt  is 
ascertained  that  this  expedition  sailed  from  PhiladeU 
phia  for  Cui'racoa,  xoith  the  intent  to  invade  the  Is- 
land of  Porto  Rico. 

“But  I think  they  were  from  the  province  of 
Caraccas  or  Carthagena.  1'he  two  schooners 
which  escaped,  entered  Curracoa;  the  governor 
of  the  Island  had  them  scrupulously  searched,  and 
there  being  found  many  instruments  of  war,  am- 
munition, and  a quantity  of  papers,  he  arrested 
the  people  and  sequestered  the  ships  until  further 
orders  from  government.  We  owe  the  security  of 
this  Isle  to  Morales,  Laborde,  and  Calzada,  who 
are  indefatigable  to  protect  us  in  our  tranquility. 

“ The  governor  of  Porto  Rico,  Sr.  Latorre,  has 
just  discovered  a conspiracy,  set  on  foot  by  some 
individuals  in  the  interior  of  the  island,  in  com- 
munication with  some  malevolent  strangers.  But 
Latorre  one  morning,  with  a company  of  100  strong, 
issued  from  the  city  with  secrecy,  and  surprised 
the  conspirators,  and  a large  deposite  of  arms,  8cc  ; 
they  were  ail  brought  to  town  to  be  judged,  ex- 
cept one  Frenchman  (Dubois)  who  has  already 
been  executed  in  this  city  a few  days  ago. 

“On  account  of  these  transactions,  measures 
have  been  taken,  which  rendered  it  utterly  impos- 
sible, either  to  sail  from  or  enter  the  Island,  un- 
less strictly  examined.** 

Naval  court  of  ixq,uiut.  Having  published  the 
analysis  of  the  late  naval  court  of  enquiry,  institut- 
ed at  the  request  of  captain  Hull* — referred  to  in 
the  following  communication,  we  feel  bound,  in 
obedience  to  the  common  principles  of  justice  and 
the  right  of  reply,  to  give  place  to  the  subsequent 
article — 

Charlestown,  Dec.  3, 1822. 

To  John  Rodgers,  esqr. 

President  of  the  late  court  of  inquiry. 

Sin— In  looking  over  the  report  of  the  court  of 
inquiry  on  captain  Isaac  Hull,  of  the  United  States 
navy,  I find  my  name  introduced  in  the  following 
quotation.  “Of  all  the  witnesses  examined  on  this 
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subject,  [the  fraud  of  Fosdick],  none  expressed  a 
present  belief  of  suoh  a connexion  or  collusion,  ex- 
cept lieut.  Joel  Abbot. and  Daniel  Leman;  but  these 
were  so  utterly  discredited,  as  appears  on  the  face 
of  the  record,  that  they  were  deemed  unworthy  of 
any  credit  by  this  court.”  I will  now  ask  the  gen- 
tlemen of  that  court  the  favor,  which  1 think  I 
have  the  right  to  expect,  what  evidence  there  is  on 
the  face  of  their  record,  or  in  my  written  testimony, 
or  in  my  character  as  a good  citizen,  and  as  a man 
of  honor  and  integrity,  that  gives  them  the  right  to 
publish  me  to  the  world,  as  a person  utterly  unwor- 
thy of  credit.  Now,  if  these  gentlemen  will  pub 
llsh  the  whole  of  rny  written  testimony  as  given  to 
them,  I am  willing  to  stand  or  fall  by  the  judgment 
of  my  fellow  citizens.  I ask  this  as  a duty  the  gen- 
tlemen of  that  court  owe  me,  from  whom  they  seem 
to  wish  to  take  that  which  an  honest  man  holds 
dearer  than  life — that  is,  his  character  for  truth.-— 
Take  this  away,  and  I acknowledge  that  I am  poor 
indeed.  Who  is  there  so  poor  in  spirit,  as  to  suffer 
his  good  name  to  be  taken  from  him,  and  be 
told  that  he  dare  not  vindicate  himself?  Dsty  to 
myself  and  children,  demand  that  you  do  me  jus- 
tice. This  I have  a right  to  claim,  and  shall  claim, 
till  the  laws  of  my  country  take  it  away. 

Your  iuimble  servant,  DANIEL  LEMAN. 

The  following  certificate  of  the  selectmen  of 
Charlestown,  is  given  to  show  what  my  reputation 
is  among  my  fellow  citizens,  who  have  known  me 
more  than  thirty  years.  D.  L. 

[COPT.] 

To  all  -zokom  it  may  concern:  Whereas,  Daniel 
■Leman,  of  Charlestown,  in  the  commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  has  made  application  to  the  select- 
men of  said  town  for  a certificate  of  his  general 
character — This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the  under- 
signed, know  the  said  Daniel  Leman  as  a native  in- 
habitant, a mechanic,  who  ranks  high  in  his  occu- 
pation, and  a peaceable  good  citizen,  and  that  we 
believe  him  to  be  an  honest  man,  and  worthy  of  con- 
fidence. 

Richard  Devens^  , 

Thomas  Harris,  j ^ ^ 

Isaac  Tufls,  | g-  2^ 

James  K.  Frothingham,  )>  2.  ^ 

Samuel  Gardner,  j ^ | 

Simeon  Capps,  j | s 

Isaac  Mead,  J ? 

Charlestoim,  7)ec.  2,  1822, 

Mexican  mines.  The  silver  mine  of  Valenciana 
has  produced  the  most  uniform  profit  to  its  owners; 
but  that  of  Sombrete,  in  the  intendency  of  Zacate- 
cas, has  produced  the  largest  profit  in  a short  pe- 
riod. A portion  of  this  mine,  called,  (~ veta  negraj, 
the  black  vein,  yielded  to  its  proprietors,  the  family 
of  tdie  marquis  del  Apartado,  upwards  of  800,000?, 
sterling,  within  six  months;  and  though  nothing  ap- 
proaching to  that  profit  has  since  been  gained,  it 
still  holds  its  rank  among  mines  of  the  first  class — 
The  mines  of  Catorce  have  been  begun,  but  re- 
cently, to  be  excavated.  This  district  was  first  ex- 
plored by  an  accurate  and  adventurous  miner,  in 
1778.  He  was  fortunate  enough,  at  first  trial,  to 
hit  on  what  is  called  the  great  vein,  C veta  grande  J, 
and  in  a very  short  time  gained  more  than  half  a 
million  of  dollars  by  it.  The  great  riches  of  the 
vein,  however,  were  not  developed  till  it  had  been 
carried  350  feet  down,  whence,  to  the  depth  of  550 
feet,  they  found  the  metals  called  colorados,  a mix- 
ture of  silver  and  gold,  and  abundance  of  native 
silver.  At  that  period,  the  expense  of  working 
scarcely  exceeded  80,000  dollars,  whilst  the  value 


of  the  metals  amounted  to  1,200,000  dollars.  This 
vein  is  of  the  extraordinary  breadth  of  130  feet. — 

It  continued  highly  productive  till  1798,  when  it 
had  reached  a depth  of  1574  feet;  since  that  time 
the  mineral  has  become  less  valuable,  the  metales 
colorados  have  disappeared,  and  pyritous  and  cop- 
pery, minerals  are  found  with  the  silver.  It  is,  how- 
ever, still  worked  to  considerable  profit,  but  not 
to  the  extraordinary  advantage  which  w'as  yielded 
between  1778  and  1798. 

[These  things  sound  “large,”  as  the  cant  saying 
is — yet  the  fact  exists,  that  mining,  in  Mexico,  is 
considered  pretty  much  like  dealing  in  a lottery; 
and  persons  engaged  in  it  mu.st  be  possessed  of 
much  solid  capital,  or  be  regarded  as  unworthy  of 
credit — so  uncertain  is  the  result  of  their  specula- 
tions.'] 

rnOM  A NEW  JSnSET  COnaESPONDEST. 

Permit  me,  sir,  through  the  medium  of  your  use- 
ful and  widely  circulating  Register,  to  inquire; 

1st.  Will  our  southern  and  West  India  commerce 
be  permitted  to  be  depredated  upon  and  destroyed 
by  pirates?  2d.  Will  our  national  industry  be 
suffered  to  languish  and  decline  for  the  want  of 
adequate  protection? 

If  so,  other  men  must  govern  our  republic.  We 
shall  not  merely  say  ^principles,  not  men,**  but  shall 
say  “MEASURES.”  “No  idle  professions  of  prin- 
ciples; no  empty  parade  of  the  names  of  parties  or 
of  individual.^;”  measures,  efficient  and  powerful, 
adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  our  country,  must  be 
adopted,  or  the  men  now  in  power  will  soon  pass 
into  the  obscurity  of  private  life. 

As  early  as  1816,  the  attention  of  more  than  one 
distinguished  member  of  congress  was  called  to  the 
subject  of  piracy.  It  was  distinctly  foreseen  and  fore- 
told, that  after  the  cessation  of  a maritime  warfare  of 
so  long  continuance  and  so  widely  extended,  pira- 
cies would  be  frequent;  that  many  men,  long  accus- 
tomed to  plunder  on  the  ocean  for  others,  and, 
“above  the  dull  pursuits  of  civil  life,”  would,  on  the 
return  of  a general  peace,  set  up  plundering  for 
themselves;  and  it  was  urged,  with  the  earnestness 
of  sincere  patriotism,  to  prepare  and  guard  against 
a danger  so  obvious.  My  dear  sir,  we  wanted  just 
about  the  cost  of  a single  74,  laid  out  in  vesseis  of 
16  to  24  guns.— But  no,  “the  pomp,  the  pride,  the 
circumstance  of  glorious  warfare”  forbade  this, 
and  commerce  suffers. 

On  the  protection  of  national  industry,  what  can 
be  said  that  has  not  been  said?  Can  any  new  views 
be  taken  of  the  subject?  Must  we  become  a bank- 
rupt, impoverished  and  ruined  people,  in  order  to 
learn  that  our  true  wisdom  consists  in  protecting 
the  industry  of  our  own  citizens?  This  is  the 
course,  I fear,  we  shall  pursue;  and,  when  we  find 
the  wealth  of  the  nation  exhausted,  learn,  too  late, 
that,  by  due  protection,  our  ample  capital  might 
have  been  saved  and  used  as  a means  and  a stimu- 
lus to  national  industry,  which  then  will  be  stimu- 
lated only  by  poverty  and  want. 

The  relationships,  the  order  and  course  of  all 
things,  may,  by  means  of  our  copious  language,  be 
accurately  described.  I pretend  not  to  any  pecu- 
liar felicity  of  expression,  but  will  essay. 

A relationship  subsists  between  the  beaver  catch- 
er, who  lives  at  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountain, 
and  the  Londoner,  who  wears  the  hat  made  of  the 
beaver. 

A nation  merely  occupied  in  hunting  for  the  furs, 
skins  and  flesh  of  wild  animals,  must  occupy  a vast 
extent  of  country,  however  fertile, or  be  few  in  num- 
ber, If  they  exchange  for  the  agricultural  and 
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inanufactured  products  of  other  countries,  they 
must  receive  but  little,  for  they  can  pay  for  but 
little,  and  must  live  miser  ably  poor, 

A very  small  district  of  this  buHaloe  and  beaver 
hunting  ground,  would  afford  subsistence  to  an 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  population,  equal 
to  supply  the  hunters  with  all  they  could  pay  tor, 
or  would  subsist  a population  equjil  to  the  whole 
hunter  population. 

Another  view: — This  agricultural  and  manufac 
turing  population,  sulHcient  to  supply  the  wants  of  | 
the  hunter  population,  would  not  sensibly  lessen 
the  hunter  population,  so  small  would  be  tiie  space 
they  occupied. 

A nation  agricultural  only,  must  exchange  to  a 
disadvantage  with  a manufacturing  nation,  (adrr.it- 
ting  that  the  exchange  is  permitted  in  any  case). 
It  must  lose  by  all  the  expense  of  transporiing  its 
Dulky  commodities  to  the  manufacturing  nation, 
and  by  all  the  expense  of  transporting  the  manu- 
factured goods  back,  and  by  transporting  both,  to 
and  from,  w-ithin  its  own  territory,  it  cun  use  no 
more  of  manufactured  goods  than  the  sale  ot  its 
bulky  commodities,  charged  with  a heavy  transpor- 
tation, will  pay  for,  and  this  amount  limitted  again 
perhaps  by  heavy  import  and  export  duties  on  the 
manufactured  goods.  I'lie  cost  of  distant  transpor 
talion  of  bulky  commodities,  and  the  small  returns 
they  yield,  prevents  their  being  produced;  for  who 
will  work  where  their  labor  yields  little  or  no  re- 
turn.'* All  the  natural  products  of  the  soil,  and  its 
mines,  too  bulky  to  transport,  are  left  unused,  and 
are  without  value.  The  non-encouragement  of  in- 
dustry produces  idleness,  want,  misery  and  crimes. 

A country  can  feed,  while  residing  within  its  own 
territory,  just  as  many  laborers  or  manufacturers, 
as  it  can  feed  or  pay  if  they  reside  in  distant  lands. 
It  can  feed  and  pay  more  if  they  reside  at  home, 
than  if  they  reside  abroad,  by  all  the  difference  of 
the  cost  and  waste  of  transportation  both  ways. 

\ country  which  manufactures,  as  well  as  o.gri, 
erdtures  for  itself,  will  have  all  the  advantages  of 
an  infinitely  increased  agriculture,  by  reason  of 
the  it.finitely  increased  stimulus  and  support  given 
to  agriculture  by  the  vicinity  of  manufactures. 

A country  which  has  its  manufacturers  within  its 
own  bosom,  has  all  their  additional  numbers  to  con- 
tribute to  its  defence. 

A country  which  manufactures  for  Itself,  has  not 
only  the  increased  wealth  which  a vastly  increased 
agriculture  brings,  but  it  has  all  the  additional 
wealth  of  its  whole  body  of  manufacturers,  their 
vast  and  costly  buildings  and  machinery,  their  im- 
mense capitals,  and  personal  property. 

And  last,  though  not  least,  a country  which  ma- 
nufactures  for  itself,  will  be  exempted  from  those 
great  vicissitudes  and  changes  in  its  trade  and  com- 
merce, to  which  all  nations  are  subjected  w'hose 
commerce  depends  on  other  people. 

It  must  always  be  for  the  advantage  of  every  na- 
tion to  have  all,  or  as  many  as  possible,  of  its  own 
citizens  residing  within  its  own  dominions,  and 
spending  their  income  and  paying  taxes  there. 
Those  who  manufacture  for  us  are  as  much  a part 
of  our  population  as  those  who  agriculture.  If  they 
build  their  workshops  in  a distant  island,  spend 
their  income  and  pay  taxes  there,  we  loose  all 
these  advantages:  we  ought  to  say  to  them,  “come 
home.'* 

But  they  answer  *‘no;  we  cannot  remove  our 
families,  work  shops  and  machinery;  and  if  you  at- 
tempt to  set  up  other.s,  we  will,  at  their  very  com- 
mencement, undersell  them  and  put  them  down. 
We  can  do  this,  bepause  we  have  our  costly  work- 


shops and  machinery  erected;  we  have  vast  capi- 
tals and  ages  of  experience;  you  are  young.vou  are 
poor,  and  we  will  keep  you  forever  so.” 

All  those  arguments  which  apply  with  force  in 
favor  of  having  oiir  manufacturing  citizens  r*  side 
at  home,  when  imports  and  exports  arc,  in  a mea- 
sure, unrestricted,  apply  with  greatly  increased 
force  when  the  importation  of  our  most  valuable 
commodities  into  the  nation  whicli  manufictures 
for  us,  is  eiihi-.r  chielly  re.stricted,  or  prohibited  aU 
together.  *‘>Ve  are  then  required  to  buy,  wiiliout 
being  permitted  to  sell,  rr  without  being  able  to 
furnish  ourselves  with  the  means  of  paying. 

I am  prepared  to  hear,  and  fully  prepared  to  an- 
swer, (if  tlie  rimit.s  of  a letter  permitted),  the  ob- 
jection, that  if  we  have  no  foreign  sale  for  prf'duce, 
it  will  decline  in  price;  that  witli  its  decline  of 
price,  wages  will  decline;  that  with  the  decline  of 
wages,  m uiufactnres  will  rise  up  or  be  established. 
Tins  is,  no  doubt,  the  theoretical  order  in  wdiich 
these  things  will  be  expected  to  progress;  but  to 
arrive  at  the  desired  point,  may  be  the  painful  labor 
of  ages  of  want,  and  misery,  and  suffering. 

FRANKLIN. 

rno:.r  a WAsnrxr.TOx  courkspondent. 

The  following  article  was  not  written  for  publica- 
tion— but  it  bears  so  powerfully  on  subjects  of 
great  interest,  that  1 feel  myself  justified  in  pre- 
senti:ig  it  to  the  readers'of  the  Register.  Kn. 
J/r.  .VUes — Tlie  piece  in  your  last  Register  upon 
“the  American  navy,  &c.”  is  excellent,  and  I am 
sure  that  it,  and  similar  suggestions,  will,  sooner  or 
later,  do  much  good.  How  strange  it  is,  that  the 
merchant  proper,  i.  e.  the  exporter,  does  not  see 
that  he  cannot  live  on  cotton  and  tobacco;  and  the 
planter  of  those  staples  ouglit  to  know  that  he 
would  famish  on  tonnage.  Our  .system  of  navigation 
is  nothing  but  a system  of  restriction — sometimes 
of  prohibition.  We  exult,  as  we  ought  to  do,  at 
the  effect  of  our  commercial  policy,  but  we  forget 
that  the  effect  is  produced  entirely  by  restriction 
and  prohibition.  Our  tonnage  is  second  only  to 
that  of  Engiand~hut  did  it  grow  up  in  spite  of  fo- 
reign  competition. > or,  has  not  the  fostering  care 
of  government  preserved  it  from  utter  ruini*  The 
act  of  1792  is  the  basis  of  our  system  of  navigation, 
and  the  of  congress”  has  been  called  upon 

year  after  year,  ever  since,  to  make  the  system  more 
and  more  efficient;  and,  after  ail,  it  is  nothing  but 
a system  of  restriction.  The  nation  has  made  ex- 
traordinary efforts  to  increase  our  tonnage,  pro- 
tect our  commerce,  and  form  a nursery  for  sea- 
men— and  all  that  has  been  effected,  (in  jieace), 
was  done  by  bounties  and  premiums,  restriction 
and  prohibition.  Our  navy,  like  our  toinvige  and 
commerce,  is  second  only  to  that  of  England,  and 
this  also  is  effected  by  discriminations  and  restric- 
tions. A tariff  upon  foreign  tonnage  gives  en- 
couragement to  the  domestic  shipper,  and  a tariff* 
upon  foreign  goods  will  stimulate  domestic  manu- 
factures. One  is  cheerfully  granted  and  the  other 
most  obstinately  refused.  Cotton  and  commerce 
are  in  league — let  corn  and  manufactures,  food  and 
raiment,  look  to  themselves  for  self  protection. 
Man  has  but  three  wants — food,  raiment,  and  pro- 
tection: why  not  rely  upon  foreigners  for  food  and 
protection  as  well  as  raiment.^  Let  cotton  and 
commerce  fraternize,  let  them  “rejoice  and  be  ex- 
ceeding glad**  in  the  day  of  their  prosperity,  for 
their  joy  will  be  turned  to  sorrow  and  their  glad- 
ness into  mourning,  ere  the  present  generation 
shall  have  passed  away.  Nothing  can  save  them 
but  a war  in  Europe,  or  a change  in  our  own  po- 
licy.” Washington,  Dec.  5, 


2S0 


NILKS’  REG1STEII—DECEMI5ER  14,  13££-  FOREIGN  NEW.S. 


rnOM  A MASSAC FIUSETTS  CORUESPOXDENT. 

RIGHTS  OF  THE  CLERGY. 

►4/r.  Aviles.  The  following-  remarks  upon  a pro- 
vision in  the  constitution  of  New  York,  are  ofT'ered 
with  a desire  to  promote  inquiry  into  the  principles 
of  our  government,  to  guard  against  error,  and  to 
provide  for  the  stability  of  a system  we  wish  to  see 
worthy  of  the  admiration  and  imitation  of  the  world. 

Constitution  of.JVew  York,  art.  7,  sec.  4.  ‘i>».nd 

whereas  the  ministers  of  tite  gospel  are,  by  their 
profession,  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God  and  the 
care  of  souls,  and  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the 
great  duties  of  their  functions;  tlierefore,  no  minis- 
ter of  the  gospel,  or  priest  df  any  denomination 
whatsoever,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter,  under  any 
pretence  or  description,  be  eligible  to,  or  capable 
of  holding,  any  civil  or  miiit^■.ry  office  or  place 
■within  this  state.** 

By  this  section  in  the  constitution  of  a state  that 
has  often  manifested  a generous  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  our  country  and  to  the  maintenance  of  her 
liberties,  probably  not  less  than  oxe  thousand  of 
HEii  CITIZENS  are  doomed  to  a civil  proscription: 
with  slaves  and  outlaws,  they  are  stripped  of  the 
lights  of  freemen!  This  is  done  from  motives  os 
tftiisibly  good;  but  the  principle  of  such  proscrip 
tion  is  fraught  with  absurdity  and  danger.  It  is  a 
proscription  tending  in  its  very  nature  to  convert 
the  clergy  into  a stupid  race  of  sullen  monks.  The 
clergy  are  either  men,  or  demons,  or  gor/s,  or  a class 
of  beings  superhuman,  Admit  them  to  be  gods  or 
superhuman,  and  their  claims  to  exclusive  privileges 
and  prerogatives  is  established  at  on6e.  Hut  such 
claim  is  both  anti-republican  and.anti  Christian.  If 
they  are  demons,  the  provision  goes  not  far  enough, 
it  should  authorise  them  to  be  swept  from  the  face 
of  the  earth  to  the  regions  of  darkness.  If  tliey 
are  criminal,  punish  them,  by  a due  process  of  law, 
like  other  criminals.  If  they  are  unfaithful  in  their 
callings,  their  employers  have  the  power  to  dismiss 
them.  If  they  are  men,  can  any  principle  of  repiib- 
licao  government  justify’ thp  decree  that  sets  upon 
them  the  ignominious  seal  of  slavery?  It  was  the 
pride  of  even  a primitive  apostle  of  Jesus  to  boast, 
that  <‘he  was  free.”  He  firmly  resisted  the  least 
encroachment  upon  his  rights  as  a citizen. 

Why  did  ©ur  fathers  contend  for  the  riglitof  re- 
presentation in  the  Hritish  parliament.^  Undoubt- 
edly, that  their  own  personal  rights  and  interests 
might  be  duly  regarded. 

To  be  under  laws  which  they  had  no  partidpa. 
tion  in  making,  they  scorned  as  the  condition  of 
slaves.  Su(>pose  the  British  government  bad  said 
fo  them,  every  citizen  of  the  colonie.s  shall  be  dis- 
qualified for  holding  any  civil  or  military  office  or  i 
place,  but  may  elect  a repre.sentative  who  is  an  in- 
habitant of  Great  Britain-  Would  not  the  colonists  I 
have  spurned  the  proposal  as  an  insult  added  to  in- 
jury? The  constitution  of  New  York  allows,  indeed, 
the  clergy  to  vote  for  their  rulers,  provided  they 
will  elect  any  other  tlian  those  of  their  own  class! 
This  is  humiliating,  indeed,  to  a class  of  men  who 
have  the  sweet  recollection  that  they  were  born 
free. 

I assert  that  the  section  in  question  is  a violation 
in  principle  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
The  articles  of  confederation,  adopted  at  the  origin 
of  this  government,  lay  down  this  great  and  essen- 
tial principle  as  the  corner  stone  of  the  republic. 
<‘The  free  inhabitants  of  each  of  these  states,  (pau- 
pers, vagabonds  and  fugitives  from  justice  except- 
ed), shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties  of  free  citizens  ir\  the  several  states.”  In  the 
constitution,  subseijuently  adopted,  it  is  declared, 


(art.  4,  sec.  2),  “the  citizens  of  each  slate  shall  be 
entitled  to  ait  the  priHleges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  states.”  Now,  if  the  citizens  of 
each  state  have  a right  to  equal  privileges  and  im- 
munities with  the  citizens  of  the  several  states,  on, 
the  same  principle  is  every  class  of  citizens,  other 
things  being  equa^  entitled  to  equal  privileges  and 
immunities  with  the  several  classes.  Take  but  this 
equalizing  princip'e  from  our  government,  and  it 
becomes  a mere  mockery  of  the  spirit  of  our  ances- 
tors and  of  tlie  name  of  a republic.  It  was  one  of 
the  great  maxims  asserted  by  the  founders  of  our 
government,  that  “no  as.sociation  of  men  have  any 
other  title  to  obtain  advantage.s,  or  particular  and 
exclusive  privileges,  distinct  from  those  of  the 
community,  than  what  arises  from  the  considera- 
tion of  services  rendered  to  the  public.”  It  is  equal- 
ly unjust  and  oppressive  when  the  many  assume 
exclusive  privileges  over  the  few,  as  when  the  re- 
verse takes  place. 

1 know  not  that  a single  minister  in  New  York 
regards  tliis  feature  of  their  constitution  as  1 do.  I 
have  no  personal  acquaintance  with  one  gentleman 
of  this  profession  in  that  state.  It  is  the  bold  inno- 
vation upon  the  essential  principles  of  free  govern- 
ment, sanctioned  by  the  name  and  power  of  a great 
state,  menacing  danger  to  all  classes,  against  wliich 
1 solemnly  protest.  Some  specious  pretext  may  be 
found  for  proscribing  another  class  and  anotiier, 
till  the  rights  of  all  are  frittered  away.  The  injury 
of  one  class  in  a community  produces  reaction,  and 
strife  between  the  several  classes,  and,  like  a vio- 
lent palpitation  of  the  heart,  threatens  fatal  disease 
and  dissolution.  ‘ ’ 

The  cure  of  soul  and  body,  too,  are  often  in  the 
hands  of  physicians;  why  should  not  they  be  pro- 
scribed? The  cure  of  souls  is  more  in  the  power 
of  parents  and  of  instructors  of  youth,  than  of  any 
other  classes  that  can  be  named.  Therefore,  theu 
“ought  not  to  be  diverted  frorri  the  great  duties  of 
their  functions.” 

A present  I forbear  to  add  only  one  observation 
which,  at  this  moment,  occurs,  that  the  section  in 
view  originated,  probably,  in  a mistaken  notion  of 
the  nature  of  religion  and  of  tlie  ministerial  office. 
On  this  subject  I propose  to  ofi'er  a few  remarks, 
with  permission,  in  another  number. 

EQUAL  RIGHTS. 

FOUEJON  NEWS. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Lord  Amherst  Is  ap- 
pointed governor  general  of  India.  Numerous  out- 
rages are  committed  in  Ireland.  The  vzool  manu- 
factory is  remarkably  prosperous.  Forty  new 
cutlers  are  fitting  out  to  prevent  smuggling.  The 
distress  of  tlie  emigrants  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  is  called  to  the  public  attention.  Rfr.  Hunt, 
the  period  of  his  imprisonment  being  about  to  ex- 
pire, was  to  make  a public  entry  into  London.  It 
is  proposed  to  reduce  the  4 per  cents,  to  3^.  A 
repeal  of  the  act  of  union  betM'een  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  is  loudly  spoken  of  in  the  Irish  pa- 
pers. The  famous  Mr.  Kean  has  been  playing  at 
Aberdeen  to  beggarly  houses  of  35  or  40  pounds 
each;  and  at  his  benefit,  there  was  not  50  pounds 
in  the  house.  On  one  occasion,  the  audience  was 
so  thin  that  lie  would  not  play— on  another,  by  free 
admissions,  a tolerable  company  was  collected, 
though  at  a late  hour,  so  that  Mr.  Kean  deigned 
to  exhibit  himself. 

A London  paper  says,  that  Mr.  Colburn  has 
just  obtained  the  journal  of  Count  de  Las  Casas, 
in  which  are  recorded  the  whole  of  Napoleon’s 
conversations  with  him  during  his  residence  at  St. 
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Helena.  T his  journal,  it  will  be  recollected,  was 
seized  with  the  other  papers  of  the  count,  and 
lias  lately  been  restored  by  the  Tlritish  govern- 
ment.  It  will  be  published  in  a few  w'ecks. 

France,  There  is  a great  bustle  of  military  pre- 
paration— Louis  perhaps,  is  getting  in  readiness  to 
obey  the-orders  of  the  “holy  alliance”  in  respect 
to  Spain. 

It  is  .said  that,  ‘do  (he  consternation  of  all  France,” 
Talma  has  resolved  to  retire  from  the  stage! 

It  seems  that  Sir  Robert  Wilson  has  been  order- 
ed to  c]uit  Paris  in  24  hours,  and  France  as  fast  as 
he  could  travel,  on  the  idea  that  he  designed  to  as- 
si.st  in  the  liberation  of  some  state  prisoners. 

Spain.  The  soldiers  “of  the  faith”  are  still  per- 
forming the  office  of  bandits  in  many  parts  of  this 
kingdom— in  some,  they  are  in  great  force.  Mina 
has  however  captured  several  of  their  priestly  lea- 
ders, and  punished  them  as  foul  murderers,  by 
hanging  tliem. 

A great  national  festival  was  to  be  held  at  Ma- 
drid, in  honor  of  the  national  militia,  for  putting 
down  the  rebel  guards  on  the  7th  of  July.' 

The  death  of  lord  Castlereagh  it  is  said,  will 
leave  the  “defenders  of  the  faith”  to  their  fate. 
It  is  intimated  that  they  will  not  now  be  support- 
ed by  the  holy  allies.  The  constitutionalists  call 
these  deluded  persons  ^'defenilevs  of  the  bellies” 
of  their  reverences,  the  priests, 

Morillo  .seems  to  have  suddenly  disappeared — 
the  cause  not  stated. 

A Spanish  paper  says — We  are  assured  that  the 
governmeiit  has  accepted  the  proposition  made  by 
the  Portuguese  government;  and  consequently  we 
may  expect  every  moment  to  see  in  this  kingdom 
16,OGO  infantry  and  2000  cavalry,  who  will  be  sent 
to  the  frontier  of  France. 

On  the  17th  of  Oct.  the  extraordinary  cortes 
held  their  first  session.  The  king  and  queen  were 
received  by  large  separate  deputations  from  the 
representatives  of  the  nation,  and  the  king  open- 
ed the  session,  by  a speech  from  the  throne,  re- 
plete with  patriotic  declarations  and  assurances  of 
fidelity  to  the  constitution.  H.  M.  was  replied  to, 
by  the  president,  Senr.  Salvato,  in  terms  truly  en- 
ergetic and  patriotic. 

Portugal.  The  Brazilian  declaration  of  indepen- 
dence had  reached  Lisbon  and  been  communicat- 
ed to  the  cortes.  A member  pronounced  it  an  open 
declaration  of  war  against  the  cortes.  The  aged 
king  displays  great  zeal  in  favor  of  the  constitution 
and  cortes.  Many  of  t!ie  Brazilian  deputies,  who 
refused  to  sign  the  constitution,  had  gone  to  Eng- 
land.  The  Portuguese  appear  to  wish  to  conci- 
liate the  British,  and  it  is  said  they  will  not  exact 
the  15  per  cts.  duty  on  woollens. 

Sardinia-.  The  king  is  fitting  out  a squadron  of 
2 ships  of  the  line,  2 frigates  and  two  small  vessels, 
ostensibly  to  protect  the  commerce  of  his  states 
against  the  Barbary  powers— but  the  Spanish  poli- 
ticians aver  that  his  real  design  corresponds  with 
that  of  France,  in  keeping  up  her  armament  on 
their  frontier  and  a squadron  on  their  coast. 

llussia.  There  was  a report  in  London  of  a seri- 
ous insurrection  at  Moscow.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  that  the  slaves  of  Russia  have  resolved  to  be- 
come freemen. 

A Russian  frigate  has  arrived  at  England  on  her 
way  to  the  N.  W.  coast,  to  land  stores  at  the  Rus- 
sian settlements,  5cc.  Perhaps,  to  enforce  the  rea- 
sonable boundaries  established  by  the  ukase  of  the 
“magnanimous  Alexander,” 

Turkey.  Our  advices  are  favorable  to  the  Greeks. 
Prince  Mavroeprdato  has  lately  been  elected  presi- 


dent of  tbe  congress,  and  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
a body  of  Suliotes.  Preparations  seem  as  if  making 
for  some  great  efforts  on  both  sides. 

There  is  a hope  that  the  British  and  their  dear 
allies,  the  barbarians,  may  quarrel.  The  captain 
pacha  seized  an  Ionian  vessel  and  hung  the  captain, 
on  the  pretence  that  he  was  transporting  provisions 
to  the  Greeks  Captain  Hope,  of  the  Rhine  frigate, 
sent  his  first  lieut.  on  board  to  demand  satisfaction — 
he  was  rudely  dismissed,  with  an  intimation  that  he 
was  in  some  risk  of  being  hanged  for  meddling  in  the 
business — after  this,  capt.  Hope  went  on  board, 
and  was  treated  in  the  same  way.  The  fact  being 
stated,  several  other  British  vessels  of  war  had  en- 
tered the  Archipelago,  and  were  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Turkish  fleet. 

The  Turks  were  preparing  to  attack  the  people 
of  the  island  of  Samos.  After  what  has  happened 
at  Scio,  it  is  believed  that  they  will  defend  them- 
selves bravely.  To  kill  or  be  killed,  is  the  only 
choice  left  tlicm.  It  is  also  reported  that  an  at- 
tack had  actually  been  made  on  Hydra,  the  chief 
place  of  resort  of  the  Greek  ships — The  Turks 
were  seen  proceeding  towards  the  island  with 
106  vessels,  including  transports. 

The  Turks  have  refused  to  send  an  agent  to  the 
congress  at  Verona— and  protested  against  any  in- 
terfercnce  between  them  and  the  Greeks.  The 
sultan  intimates  that  he  will  manage  his  own  affairs. 

West  Indies.  A general  insurrection  of  the  blacks 
was  designed  at  Martinico,  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  fact  stated  that  trvo  hundred  have  been  condemn- 
ed to  be  burnt!  But  only  the  slaves  of  three  planta. 
tions  had  actually  revolted,  and  these  committed 
many  outrageous  acts  before  they  were  subdued. 
When  we  look  at  the  probable  fate  of  the  West 
India  islands,  generally,  we  are  filled  with  horror. 

Colombia.  Com.  Daniels  having  arrived  with  a 
sloop  of  war,  carrying  twenty-two  32-pounders  and 
three  12’s,  and  well  manned,  had  proceeded  in 
search  of  the  Spanish  frigate  Ligera,  whose  force 
had  hitherto  given  the  royalists  the  command  of  the 
sea. 

The  notices  of  events  on  the  Main  are  various 
and  contradictory.  Morales  still  held  Maracaibo, 
and  was  projecting  some  new  expeditions.  On  the 
15th  of  September,  he  had  issued  a decree  which 
directs  that  all  foreigners  found  in  the  ranks  of  the 
patriots — in  any  branch  of  the  administration  — 
with  printing  presses,  or  acting  as  editors  of  pa- 
pers, or  works  encouraging  the  rebellion  against 
Spain  or  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  shall  be  tried 
by  a military  court  apd  suffer  death,  and  their  pro- 
perties forfeited  to  the  public  chest.  Foreigners  not 
engaged  in  the  service  of  the  patriots,  but  who 
introduced  themselves  into  the  country  while  it 
was  under  their  government,  were  doomed  to  serve 
in  the  public  works,  and  their  properties  confiscat- 
ed. Foreigners  who  were  accidentally  in  the  place, 
were  ordered  to  quit  all  Spanish  territory  within 
the  exact  period  of  eight  days,  and  never  to  return 
again,  under  pain  of  death. 

Another  decree,  dated  Oct.  22d,  declares  the  trea- 
ty of  the  20th  Nov.  1820,  for  regulating  the  war  on 
the  Main,  null  and  void— And  directs  that  all  spies, 
conspirators,  and  auxiliaries  of  the  patriots,  of  both 
sexes,  whatever  they  may  be,  shall  be  tried  and  pun- 
ished agreeably  to  military  law. 

It  is  not,  however,  believed  that  Morales  can  ac- 
complish any  tiling  of  a decisive  character  against 
the  republic.  Indeed,  his  late  movements  appear 
to  be  witJiout  object,  except  out  of  the  mere  spirit 
of  opposition,  or  for  the  sake  of  plunder. 
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It  is  understood  that  a covfederaiion  has  been 
formed  between  Colombia,  Peru,  Chili  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  through  the  agency  of  Bolivar. 

Our  agent,  col.  Todd,  has  been  received  in  the 
highest  stile  and  most  respectful  manner  possible, 
at  Laguira  and  Caraccas.  Indeed,  his  arrival  seem- 
ed to  inspire  the  people  with  a sort  of  enthusiasm. 
He  was  escorted  from  Laguira  to  Caraccas  by  many 
of  the  most  respectable  citizens  on  horseback,  and 
there  received  by  the  battalion  ot  Carabobo.  Feasts 
and  balls,  and  other  entertainments  followed  in  rapid 
succession,  and  the  colonel,  by  his  amiable  manners 
(and  he  has  also  a most  prepossessing  person,) 
endeared  himself  to  all.  At  some  of  the  dinners 
given  to  him,  the  following  toasts  were  offered 
and  drank; 

By  colonel  Todd,  at  the  residence  of  Mr,  Tag- 
gart. “The  memory  of  Jl/anwel  7’orres,  late  charge 
des  affaires  of  Colombia,  in  the  United  States,  the 
Franklin  of  South  America.” 

By  the  same,  at  the  dinner  given  by  the  gov- 
ernor of  Laguira.-— “Health,  prosperity,  and  per- 
petual independence  to  the  hospitable  authorities 
and  gallant  people  of  Laguira.” 

By  the  same,  at  the  entertainment  given  by  gen. 
Soublette. — “President  bouvak.  The  people  of 
the  United  States  rejoice  to  see  the  exact  imita- 
tion which  his  conduct  affords  to  that  of  the  exam- 
ple furnished  by  their  beloved  Washington.” 

By  the  same. — “The  spirit  of  liberty  in  the  re- 
publics of  the  United  States  and  of  Colombia — may 
its  march  be  as  irresistible  as  the  streams  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Oronoco;  and  the  hearts  of  the 
people  present  barriers  as  formidable  against  inva- 
sion as  the  Andes  and  Alleganies.” 

Peru.  San  Martin,  having  had  an  interview  with 
BoliViJj,  at  Guayaquil,  was  on  his  return  to  Callao. 
It  appears  as  if  the  former  had  obtained  2000  aux- 
iliaries from  the  latter. 

The  state  of  the  country  is  by  no  means  settled. 
There  had  been  some  disturbances  at  Lima.  The 
minister  of  state,  Monte  Agudo,  was  arrested  for 
endeavouring  to  procure  signatures  to  support  ei- 
ther his  own  coronation  or  that  of  San  Martin — 
They  accuse  him  of  embezzling  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  it  is  said  he  has  declared  Peru  a confede- 
rate Republic  with  Colombia.  This  great  occur- 
rence was  preceded  by  the  conflagration  of  the 
palace;  and  all  the  papers  of  the|;ministeES  of  war, 
revenue  and  state,  with  only  a few  exceptions  of 
the  latter,  were  consumed. 

The  people  of  Lima  appear  weary  of  the  heavy 
requisitions  that  have  been  made  upon  them.  Tlie 
royal  army  under  Cantarac,  is  reported  at  2000 
men,  in  good  condition.  He  was  so  sanguine  of 
the  success  of  his  cause,  from  having  so  much 
weakened  the  power  of  Lima,  that  he  had  issued 
proclamations,  offering  pardon  to  the  people,  if 
they  availed  themselves  of  his  mercy  in  time. 

Mexico.  We  have  miserable  accounts  from 
Mexico— the  passes  of  the  mountains  between  the 
capital  and  Vera  Cruz  are  held  by  powerful  bands 
of  robbers,  who  have  captured  several  convoys 
with  specie.  But  the  strangest  part  of  what  is 
stated  is,  a supposition  that  these  bands  act  under 
the  secret  orders  of  the  emperor  himself,  though 
they  sometimes  kill  the  whole  of  the  troops  em- 
ployed to  escort  money,  leave  having  been  grant- 
ed to  export  it! 


Report  qn  Pensioners. 

Wah  department,  December  2,  1822. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  senate, 


of  the  29th  of  April  last,  requiring  from  this  de- 
partment, at  the  present  session  of  congress,  a re- 
port ot  the  number  of  persons  placed  upon  the 
pension  list,  up  to  the  4tli  of  September,  1822,  by 
virtue  of  the  acts  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818,  and 
1st  of  May,  1820,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit, 
herewith,  a statement  containing  the  number  afore- 
said, distinguishing  between  those  who  enlisted  to 
serve  during  the  war,  and  those  for  ditterent  pe- 
riods, staling  the  number  of  each,  and  the  time  serv- 
ed, and  the  number  of  the  officers  who  receive  twen- 
ty dollars  per  month. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  the  hon.  the  president  of  the 

senate  of  the  United  States, 

The  follow’ing  is  the  number  of  officers,  non  com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  privates,  petty  ofK“ 
cers,  seamen,  and  marines,  on  the  United  States* 
pension  list,  on  the  4th  September,  1822,  under  the 
laws  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818,  and  1st  of  May, 
1820,  who  enlisted  to  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
with  the  length  of  tlieir  service. 

Officers  who  served  7 years,  at  Jg20  per  month,  57 


Do. 

do. 

6 

do. 

do. 

66 

Do. 

do. 

5 

do. 

do. 

15 

Do. 

do. 

4 

do. 

do. 

8 

Do. 

do. 

3 

do. 

do. 

5 

Do. 

do. 

2 

do. 

do. 

5 

Do. 

do. 

A. 

do. 

do. 

9 

Do. 

do. 

nine  months. 

do. 

1 

Total  number  of 

officers,  166 

JVon-commissinoed  o fjicers. 

, &c.  &c. 

Who  served  7 years. 

536 

Do. 

6 

do. 

1,302 

Do. 

5 

do. 

380 

Do. 

4 

do. 

145 

Do. 

3 

do. 

584 

Do. 

2 

do. 

291 

Do. 

1 

do. 

102 

Do. 

nine  months. 

22 

Total  number  of 

non-com.  officers,  S;c.  3,362 

The  following  is  the  number  of  officers,  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  privates,  petty  offi- 
cers, seamen,  ami  marines,  on  the  United  States’ 
pension  list,  on  the  4th  of  September,  1822,  under 
the  laws  of  the  IStli  of  March,  1818,  and  1st  May, 
1820,  who  did  not  enlist  to  serve  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  with  tlie  length  of  their  service. 


fficers  wh 

0 served  6 years  at  ^20  per 

month. 

o 

» '■* 

Do. 

do. 

5 

do. 

do. 

13 

Do. 

do. 

4 

do. 

do. 

26 

Do. 

do. 

3 

do. 

do. 

79 

Do. 

do. 

2 

do. 

do. 

88 

Do. 

do. 

1 

do. 

do. 

168 

Do. 

do. 

nine  months, 

do. 

23 

Total  number  of  officers,  400 

^on- commissioned  officers,  &c.  &c. 

Who  served  6 years  4 


Do. 

5 

do. 

85 

Do. 

4 

do. 

309 

Do. 

3 

do. 

3,513 

Do. 

do. 

928 

Do. 

1 

do. 

2,750 

Do. 

nine  months, 

814 

number  of  non-com.  officers,  &c.  8,403 
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lUXAPITULATION. 

Number  of  officers  who  served  to  the  end  of 
the  war 

Number  of  officers  who  did  not  serve  to  the 
end  of  tlie  war 

Number  of  non-commissioned  officers,  8iC.  who 
served  to  the  end  of  the  war  3 

Number  of  non  commissioned  oflicers,  5iC. 
who  did  not  serve  to  tiie  end  of  the  war  8,483 


Total  number 


166 

400 


62 


Finances  of  Pennsylvania. 

Statement  of  receipts  and  e.rpc/uiiivres,  at  the  treasury 
of  J^cuTisylvania,  from  tie  Isi  December,  1821,  to 
the  30th  A'ovember,  1822. 

ItECEII'TS. 

I.and  and  land  office  fees,  ^70,604  51^ 

Auctfon  commissions,  15,200  00 

Auction  duties,  73,289  73 

Dividends  on  bank  stock,  121,289  00 

fax  on  bank  dividends,  22,670  44 

Dividends  on  bridge  and  turnpike  stock,  7,170  00 

Tavern  licences,  31,729  12 

Duties  on  retailers  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise, 35,653  22^ 

Tax  on  offices,  6,000  32 

Miutia  and  exempt  fines,  5,297  65 

Fees  of  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  1,193  94^ 

Old  debts  and  miscellaneous,  4,667  66 

First  instalment  on  account  of  purchase 

money  of  the  Arch  street  prison,  18,666  67 


S411.432  27i 

ilalance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  De- 
cember, 1821, 


Total, 


S173,S51  18,^ 


EXPENBITUllES. 

Internal  improvements, 

E.vpenses  of  government  ordinary  and 

contingent,  166,320  13^ 

Militia  expenses,  25,837  68 

Kemoval  of  convicts,  7,180  48 

I'ensions  and  gratuities,  20,051  17| 

Interest  on  loans,  80,300  00 

S'eate  Capitol,  11,500  00 

Pennsylvania  claimants,  2,760  87 

Education,  deaf  and  dumb  institution. 


he. 

Penitentiary  at  Philadelphia, 

Ditto  near  Pitt.sburg, 

Expenses  consequent  to  the  late  war. 
Miscellaneous, 


Balance  in  the 
ber,  1822, 


treasury,  1st 


'otal. 


§571,042  86^ 

Decem- 

534,038  84 

§905,081  70^ 


New  Jersey  Legislature. 

Mr.  Elmer,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red a communication  from  his  excellency  the 
governor,  covering  a correspondence  with  the 
secretary  of  war,  respecting  the  island  in  the 
Delaware  bay,  called  the  Pea-Patch,  reported. 
That  it  appears,  by  the  documents  submitted  to 
them  and  from  other  information  upon  which  your 
committee  rely,  that,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
-eight  hundred  and  thirteen,  the  United  States  hav- 


ing determined  to  erect  fortifications  tor  the  de* 
fence  of  the  Delaware  bay  and  river,  selected  the 
Pea  Patch  as  a position  suitable  for  that  purpose. 
'I'his  island  lies  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  ot 
New  Jersey,  and  was,  at  that  time,  in  the  peaceable 
occupation  of  one  of  our  citiiiena  claiming  under  a 
grant  of  the  West  Jersey  propiietois,  made  in  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  e.ghty  four.  No  ap- 
plication, however,  was  maiU*  oa  the  suliject  to  the 
authorities  of  the  state,  but  milliury  posessicii  was 
12,331  j taken  by  the  United  SlalLSoflicers.  and  tlie  occupant 
1 dispossessoel.  'I'he  district  attorney  of  Delaware, 

I and  other  legal  characters  in  that  state  and  Penn- 
i syivania,  it  seems,  were  consulted,  who,  being  of 
o[)inion  that  the  title  to  the  soil  and  territory  was 
in  the  state,  of  Delaware,  the  legislature  of  the  lat- 
ter state  made  a cession,  and  uiuler  that  title  the 
United  Stales  look  possession,  and  commenced  con- 
structing a fort,  rhe  indiviilual  tlispossessed  in- 
stituted a suit  against  the  engineer,  wliich  is  now 
pending  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States. 

A difference  unliappily  exists  between  New  Jer- 
sey and  Delaware  relative  to  their  boundary,  and 
tlieir  respective  rights  in  tlie  river  and  bay  of  De- 
laware; and  this  diiference  is  not  limited  to  the  Pea- 
Patch,  but  embraces  other  subjects  of  dispute,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
the  legislature  of  this  stale,  having  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts  above-mentioned,  and  wdth 
the  circumstance  that  a suit  was  pending,  actuated 
by  a desire  to  ellect  a speedy  and  amicable  settle- 
ment of  tile  controversy,  as  well  in  relation  to  this 
particular  subject,  as  to  all  other  questions  grow- 
ing out  of  the  disputed  boundary,  passed  an  act  fur 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  micet  com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Dela- 
ware, with  full  power  to  make  and  conclude  an 
agreement  between  the  two  states;  defining  their 
respective  boundaries,  jurisdiction,  rights  to  is- 
lands, S;c.  in  the  river  and  bay  of  iJelaware.  To 
this  overture  the  state  of  Delaware  tfui  not  think 
jiroperto  accede;  nor  was  any  answer  returned  to 
the  proposal. 

In  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one,  the  legislature  of  this  state  passed  an 
act  (among  other  things)  to  authorize  and  empower 
the  governor  to  appropriate  a certain  sum  of  mo- 
ney, at  his  discretion,  to  prosecute  and  defend  to 
final  issue  or  judgment,  any  suit  or  suits  which  he 
might  deem  necessary,  for  trying  or  finally  deter- 
mining the  jurisdictional  line  between  the  two 
states.  The  attempt  to  effect  an  amicable  settle- 
ment having  failed,  it  was  believed  that  the  pend- 
ing suit  afforded  a favorable  opportunity  of  obtain- 
ing the  decision  of  an  impartial  and  enlightened 
judicial  tribunal.' 

The  United  States,  claiming  under  Delaware,  and 
the  former  occupant  under  this  stale,  the  jurisdic- 
tional line  will  fairly  come  in  quesiion.  This  must 
inevitably  happen,  unless  the  plantiff  should  fail  on 
account  of  some  technical  defect  in  his  title.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  manifestly  unsafe,  to  leave  this 
qnestion  of  jurisdiction  to  be  tried  and  determin- 
ed in  an  action  brought  solely  by  an  individual, 
free  from  all  control  or  interference  of  the  state. — 
Though  the  state  would  not  be  concluded  by  such 
atrial  and  decision,  yet  its  rights  might  be  greatly 
prejudiced  by  the  action  being  brought  to  trial 
without  all  the  advantage  which  might  arise  from 
a direct  interference,  by  employing  counsel  and 
taking  the  management  and  cotroul  of  this  suit. 

The  secretary  at  war,  under  the  direction  of  the 
president,  now  asks  for  a cession  from  this  state, 
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for  the  purpose  of  furthering-  and  strengthening  the 
title  of  the  United  States,  and  of  enabling  them  the 
better  to  resist  the  claim  of  our  citizen. 

Your  committee  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
were  the  subject  freed  from  the  danger  of  aflect- 
ing,  as  well  the  rights  of  our  citizen,  who  has  been 
deprived  in  the  manner  stated  of  his  possession,  as 
the  question  of  boundary  between  this  state  and  De- 
laware, the  required  cession  ought  to  be  unhesita- 
tingly made.  'J'he  position  is  deemed  by  the  secre- 
tary at  war  a very  valuable  one,  not  only  as  it  re- 
gards the  defence  of  the  state  of  New-.Tersey,  but 
the  country  bordering  on  the  Delaware.  Whatever 
opinion  we  might  be  disposed  to  entertain  on  this 
point,  as  individuals,  it  would  certainly  be  yielded 
to  the  decision  of  the  distinguished  olhcers  com- 
posing the  board  of  engineers,  approved  as  that 
has  been  by  the  able  and  enlightened  head  of  the 
w'ar  department.  New  Jersey  has,  at  all  times, 
evinced  a sincere  desire  to  aflbrd  every'  facility  to 
the  measures  of  the  general  government,  and  your 
committee  are  well  aware,  that  the  present  is  a 
time  when  we  are  particularly  called  on  to  encou- 
rage, by  all  proper  means,  the  laudable  elT’oft  to 
arrapge  and  complete  a well  digested  system  of 
defence.  Your  committee  however  are  of  opinion, 
that,  taking  into  view  all  the  circumstances,  it  wull 
be  most  prudent,  and  consist  better  with  the  dig- 
nity and  interest  of  the  state,  to  delay  a cession  of 
the  island  in  question. 

No  in  jury  can  result  from  such  a course.  The 
works  commenced  will  not  be  interrupted  in  their 
progress,  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  controversy  ex- 
isting between  this  state  and  Delaware  may  be  set- 
tled by  a judicial  decision,  and  the  claim  of  our  citi- 
zen decided  in  the  same  manner.  The  general 
government  will  duly  appreciate  the  motive  by 
which  we  have  been  governed,  and  cannot  impute 
to  this  state  any  desire  to  obstruct  or  delay  the 
completion  of  the  fort  now  erecting. 

In  the  event  of  a determination  adverse  to  our 
claims,  no  cession  will  be  necessary,  and  should  the 
contrary,  as  we  confidently  believe,  be  tlie  result, 
we  can  then,  with  more  propriety,  transfer  our  right 
in  the  manner  requested,  and  at  the  same  time 
protect  the  interests  of  the  individTia!  claimant. — 
Your  committee,  tlierefore,  respectfully  propose, 
that  the  documents  referred  to  them  he  recom- 
mended  to  the  consideration  of  the  nest  legislature. 

Which  report  was  read  and  agreed  to  by  the 
house. 


Legislature  of  Kentucky. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  tiiat  part  of 
the  governor’s  message  which  relates  to  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  respectftilly  report: 

That  they,  in  common  with  their  fellow  citizens, 
feel  a deep  interest  in  the  restoration  of  a sound 
circulating  medium  to  the  country  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable; and  your  committee  rejoice  to  have  it  in 
their  power  to  say,  that  the  abundant  productions 
of  our  soil,  together  with  our  increasing  exports, 
are  fast  hastening  this  desirable  event.  Dut,  while 
we  anticipate  the  most  favorable  results,  and  from 
our  calculations  on  our  future  prospects,  we  ought 
not  to  forget  the  many  difficulties  which  have 
heretofore  embarassed  the  wisdom  and  energies 
of  the  legislature  to  select  the  appropriate  reme- 
dies; ami  if,  in  any  degree,  these  difficulties  have 
been  more  or  less  removed,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  advocates  as  well  as  the  opponents  of  the  se- 
veral measures  brought  forward  to  relieve  the  conn- 


try,  were  governed  by  the  purest  motives;  and 
when  we  thus  take  a retrospect  of  our  situation 
for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  we  feel  confident 
that  an  ample  justification  will  be  found  for  many 
of  the  leading  measures,  ivliich  were  forced  on  the 
country  by  necessity  and  ado]ited  with  reluctance. 
Owing  to  a variety  of  unforeseen  events,  previous  to 
the  year  1819,  the  metallic  currency  of  die  state  was 
greatly  exhausted,  indeed  far  below  what  was  ab- 
solutely required  for  the  payment  of  existing  debts. 
The  bank  of  Kentucky,  (from  causes  which  will  be 
hereafter  noticed),  was  compelled  during  that  year 
to  reduce  her  notes  in  circulation,  to  about  one 
third  of  the  amount  usually  kept  out  by  that  insti- 
tution; a vast  .amount  of  eastern  debt  has  been 
created  soon  after  the  close  of  the  late  war,  by 
extraordinary  importations  of  merchandise,  which 
placed  our  infant  manufacturing  establishments  in 
the  back  ground,  and  at  once  destroyed  all  the 
capital  vested  therein,  which  ruined  some  of  our 
most  enterprising  citizens.  Thi.s,  when  connected 
with  the  spirit  of  emigration  to  the  territories  and 
states,  drained  the  cou:itry  of  its  specie,  wliile  an 
acciimnlating  debt  still  existed  at  home.  About 
the  first  day  of  January,  1817,  the  bank  of  the  U. 
States  w'ent  into  operation,  and,  in  the  course  of 
that  year,  two  branches  were  established  in  this 
state.  These  powerful  institutions  immediately 
opened  the  arteries  of  the  country  through  which 
our  precious  metals  flowed  in  an  unremitting 
stream.  To  counteract  their  operations,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, to  keep  up  a sufficient  quantum  of  currency 
of  our  own,  which  had  been  for  several  years  sup- 
plied by  the  Ohio  banks,  the  independent  banks 
were  established  the  ensuing  year.  These  banks, 
instead  of  curing  the  evil,  only  opened  so  many 
new  avenues  through  which  the  United  States’ 
bank,  and  the  purchasers  of  public  lands,  could 
more  easily  procure  the  specie,  which,  in  a short 
time,  prostrated  that  overweening  confidence  that 
many  entertained,  that  the  golden  age  had  arrived. 
The  balance  of  trade  being  against  us  to  a great 
amount,  when  the  year  1819  commenced,  many 
began  to  see  and  feci  that  they  had  been  deluded 
by  appearances;  and  such  was  the  universal  pres- 
sure over  the  whole  United  States,  that  even  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  with  all  its  power  and 
influence,  was  almost  driven  to  the  brink  of  ruin, 
and  was  only  saved  by  the  fortunate  arrival  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie  from 
the  states  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  at  a moment 
when  every  other  resource  had  failed,  as  acknow- 
ledged by  the  president  of  that  bank,  in  his  last  re- 
port. In  this  state  the  pressure  was  unprecedented 
in  every  quarter  of  the  country;  alarm  and  distrust 
pervaded  every  class  of  our  citizens,  and  it  was 
evident  to  every  reflecting  and  liumane  mind,  that 
wide  spread  ruin  and  desolation  would  soon  over- 
whelm thousands  of  our  best  citizens,  unless  some 
expedient  could  be  resorted  to,  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  the  country.  A twelve  months’  replevin 
law  was  resorted  to,  in  the  first  instance,  which 
only  dammed  up  the  current  for  a time  to  again 
break  loose  with  redoubled  fuiy.  As  the  hopes 
and  expectations  for  that  year  were  cut  oft'  for 
the  want  of  a market,  because  it  cannot  be  forgot- 
ten, that  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  the  year 
1820,  the  products  of  the  cor.ntry  had  fallen  to 
prices  far  below  what  was  ever  known  before,  and 
although  abunda.nce  and  plenty  smiled  around  the 
husbandman,  his  debts  were  increasing,  and  a fear- 
ful looking-out  for  the  day  of  execution  and  ruin, 
met  the  unfortunate  in  every  direction.  These  are 
stubborn  facts  v;hicli  cannot  be  denied,  and  are  now 
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fresh  in  the  recollection  of  all.  Under  these  cir- 
comslances  the  legislature  of  1820  assembled.— 
What  can  be  done  to  save  the  country?  was  the 
universal  inquiry.  The  resources  and  binds  of  the 
state  were  known  to  be  ample  and  it  was  determin- 
ed to  draw  upon  her  as  the  safest  expedient.  ^ 

I'hus,  the  bank  of  the  Commomeealth  oj  Kentuc 
Icy  was  established,  willi  a view  of  aiding  our  citi 
7ens  to  extricate  themselves  from  misfortune  and 
approaching  ruin,  which  liad  been  cast  upon  them 
hy  a train  of  events  bevond  their  power  or  control. 
Our  people  had  a right  to  expect  relief,  .and  to  ef- 
fect which,  they  commenced  a system  of  economy 
and  retrenchment;  but  this  alone  was  too  slow  for 
those  who  were  already  struggling  with  the  storm, 
and  we  are  liappv  in  the  belief  tliat  tliis  bank  sav- 
ed many  worthy  V/itir.ens  at  an  important  crisis.— 
The  commonwealth,  like  a wise  and  bemficent  pa- 
ren%  gave  to  her  children  bread  in  a time  of  need. 
To  conduct  prudently,  and  not  abuse  this  institu- 
tion, ought  to  be  tlie  object  of  all. 

Your  committee  have  always  believed  that  repub- 
lican governments  were  instituted  tor  tlie  happi- 
ness aiid  safety  of  their  people,  and,  although  the 
bank  of  the  commonwealth  has  been  deprecated 
by  many  as  unconstitutional,  which  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted according  to  a just  construction  of  that  in 
atrument,  but  v/hich  we  consider  as  founded  upon 
sound  wisdom;  yet  the  better  feelings  of  the  human 
heart  cannot  avoid  responding  with  a noble  pride, 
that  it  has  been  able  to  carry  joy  and  gladness  to 
the  homes  of  the  distressed,  the  unfortunate  and 
enterprising  mechanic, farmerand merchant,  whose 
all  would  have  been  sacrificed  perhaps  at  one  tenth 
of  its  value.  Your  committee  believe  that  moral 
principle  would  as  much  oppose  one  citizen  taking 
the  property  of  another  for  one  tenth  dr  twentieth 
part  of  its  value,  under  sanction  of  law,  as  if  it  was 
taken  without  law.  The  bold  and  intrepid  robber, 
who  takes  our  property  by  violence,  cannot  have 
a worse  conscience  than  the  man  who  coolly  and 
deliberately  deprives  his  neighbor  of  his  Jiome, 
without  any  consideration,  under  pretext  of  justice. 
Moral  principle  and  honest  feeling  equally  forbid 
both. 

The  creditor  has  at  all  times  a right  to  demand  of 
his  debtor  what  is  justly  due  him,  but  at  no  time 
has  he  any  right,  according  to  any  principle  found 
in  ethics,  or  in  the  great  and  fundamental  laws  of 
God  and  nature,  to  take  advantage  of  adventitious 
circum.«tances,  to  demand  from  him  and  coerce  ten 
times  tiie  amount;  and  whenever  such  a state  of 
things  exists,  from  unavoidable  necessity,  tlie  go- 
vernment is  bound  to  interfere  to  protect  the  citi- 
zen, or  it  proves  unfaithful  to  its  obligation.  And 
while  no  law  should  ever  «‘impair  the  obligation  of 
contracts  or  make  any  thing  else  but  gold  and  silver 
a legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts,’*  yet  it  must  be 
left  to  the  legislature  to  provide  the  modes  of  reme- 
dy, as  expediency  or  tlie  peculiar  situation  of  the 
country  may  demand;  and,  although  it  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, that,  in  the  division  of  the  loss  and  stains 
of  the  remedies  alforded,  the  creditor  portion  of 
the  community  have  come  in  for  their  share,  yet  it 
is  much  below  what  would  have  been  the  loss  on 
the  other  side,  if  specie  had  been  rigidly  coerced 
for  the  last  two  or  three  years.  lienee  all  the 
measures  in  relation  to  the  currency  were  the  least 
of  two  inevitable  evils,  and  your  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  have 
wisely  pursued  a policy,  which,  in  its  nature,  was 
least  calculated  to  do  iujury,  and  which  was  due 
to  the  people,  on  the  great  principle  of  doing^i/s 
Hce  in  mercy,  at  a moraent  when  the  trade  of  the 


world  had  been  converted  into  new  channels,  con- 
trary to  the  expectation  of  the  wisest  politicians. 
And  notwithstanding  some  unavoidable  injury  has 
been  inflicted  on  a portion  of  our  citizens,  yet  it  is 
far  less  than  the  injury  which  would  have  been  felt, 
if  the  hand  of  relief  had  been  withheld;  and  when, 
at  the  close  of  tlie  year  I819j  tlie  bank  of  Kentuc- 
ky had  been  driven  to  the  wall  by  the  United 
States’  bank,  and  had  to  slop  .specie  payments 
under  the  sanction  of  her  stockholders,  and  with 
the  implied  consent  of  the  Legislature,  it  would 
have  been  an  act  of  cruel  injustice  to  our  citizens 
to  have  extorted  gold  and  silver  from  them.  It 
would  liave  been  like  demanding  “//le  pound  of 
flesh  nearest  the  heart,**  at  a time  when  the  wither- 
ing blasts  of  misfortune  had  left  none  to  give. 

Upon  the  whole,  your  committee  seriously  re- 
gret,  that  the  notes  of  the  state  bank,  and  the  notes 
of  the  bank  of  the  Commonwealth,  have  depre- 
ciated during  the  present  year,  and  it  can  only  be 
accounted  for,  on  the  ground  of  a redundancy  of  the 
paper  of  these  banks,  because  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged by  all,  that  the  resources  of  the  state  are 
ample  for  the  redemption  of  all  the  paper  of  both 
institutions,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the 
legislature  intend  to  faithfully  apply  them.  Yet, 
even  this  evil  has  not  been  permitted  to  prevail, 
without  its  concomitant  good.  The  high  rate  of 
exchange  has  had  a tendency  to  increase  the  quan- 
tity  of  gold  and  silver,  as  these  articles  naturally 
flow  to  the  highest  market,  as  every  other  species 
of  property,  whic.h  is  fudy  demonstrated  by  all 
writers  on  political  economy.  Hence  a new  spring 
has  been  given  to  enterprise  by  enabling  our  ex- 
porters to  carry  to  other  states  and  countries  our 
flour,  tobacco,  horses,  hogs,  beef,  cattle,  and,  in 
return,  to  bring  back  a sound  circulating  medium, 
which  is  fast  supplying  the  place  of  the  paper  of 
both  banks,  which,  at  this  time,  is  rapidly  dimi- 
nishing. So  far  as  relates  to  the  policy  of  per- 
mitting the  state  bank  to  pay  over  the  whole  of 
the  stale’s  stock  to  this  bank  ot  the  commonwealth, 
at  this  time,  your  committee  believe,  that  it 
would  be  injurious  to  both  institutions  to  discon- 
nect them  too  suddenly,  at  a time  when  their  true 
interest  does  not  require  it;  but  .said  institution 
should  be  permitted  to  wind  up  its  concerns  in 
connection  with  the  state,  until  a just  and  equit- 
able division  be  made,  so  as  complete  justice  may 
be  done  to  all  the  stockholders  as  well  as  the  slate, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  its  charter.  Your 
committee  would  therefore  recommend,  that  the 
state  bank  continue  to  be  united  with  the  state 
for  the  present,  and  that  a rigid  and  faithful  ad- 
herence to  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  foun- 
ders of  the  Commonwealth’s  hank  be  maintained, 
by  strictly  and  honorably  fulfilling  the  provisions 
of  the  charter,  in  sustaining  the  directory  in  their 
regular  call.s,  and  in  all  other  measures  calculated 
to  promote  the  public  good,  and  we  may  then 
justly  expect  to  see  confidence  soon  restored,  and 
the  currency  of  the  country  once  more  assume  a 
value  which  will  enable  the  bank  to  provide  the 
means  for  the  payment  of  gold  and  silver  for  its 
notes. 

Your  committee  therefore  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend the  following  resolutions  as  the  outlines  of 
their  policy. 

1.  Resolved,  That  a sum,  not  exceeding  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars  each,  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  the  notes  of  the  State 
bank  be  burnt,  one  half  as  soon  as  the  same  can 
be  effected,  and  the  balance  in  six  and  twelve 
months. 
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2.  That  a replevin  of  twelve  months  only  be  gi- 
ven on  all  contracts  entered  into  after  the  first  day 
of  March  next,  in  case  the  plaintiff  does  not  choose 
to  avail  himself  of  the  endorsement  law. 

3.  That  all  original  contracts  specially  made  for 
the  payment  of  specie,  after  the  first  day  of  March 
next,  be  replevin,  after  judgment,  for  three  months 
only. 

4.  That  this  general  assembly  have  full  confi- 
dence in  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  that  the  means  provided  by  the  origi- 
nal charter  will  be  faithfully  applied. 

ROOT.  B.  M‘AFFE,  Chm. 

P.  BARRETT, 

CHAS.  MOREHEAD, 

TIL  D.  CARNEAL. 


Seventeenth  Congress — Slid  session. 

IK  THE  SENATE. 

December  5.  Mr,  Thomas,  of  Illinois,  appeared 
to  day  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  on  Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  Barton  gave  notice,  that  he  should,  on 
Monday  next,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a bill,  concern- 
ing the  lands  to  be  granted  to  the  state  of  Missouri 
for  the  purposes  of  education,  and  other  public 
uses. 

The  senate  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

'December  9.  Mr.  Southard,  of  New  Jersey,  (who 
arrived  on  the  6th  instant),  took  his  seat. 

I'he  senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  proceeded  to  the  appointment,  (by  ballot, 
agreeably  to  the  practice  of  the  senate),  of  the 
standing  committees;  and  they  were  successively 
appointed,  as  follows: 

On  foreign  relations — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown  of 
Louisiana,  Macon,  King  of  New  York,  Elliott. 

On  finance.  Messrs.  Lowrle,  Holmes  of  Maine, 
Van  Buren,  Eaton,  Macon, 

On  commerce  and  manufactures.  Messrs.  Dick- 
erson, Ruggles,  D’Wolf,  Findlay,  Lanman. 

On  military  affairs.  Messrs.  Williams,  of  Tenn. 
diandler,  I'aylor,  Johnson  of  Ky.  Elliott. 

On  the  militia.  Messrs.  Noble,  Seymour,  Stokes, 
Lanman,  Chandler. 

On  naval  affairs.  Messrs.  Pleasants,  Williams 
of  Miss.  Parrott,  Ware,  Lloyd  of  Mass. 

On  the  public  lands.  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Thomas, 
Lowrie,  Eaton,  Benton. 

On  Indian  affairs.  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Lou. 
Johnson  of  ICen.  Holmes  of  Miss.  King  of  Aiab. 
Benton. 

On  claims.  Messrs.  Ruggles,  Van  Dyke,  Board- 
man,  Barton,  Morril. 

On  the  judiciary.  Messrs.  Smith,  Southard,  Van 
Buren,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Brown  of  Ohio, 

On  the  post  office  and  post  roads.  Messrs.  Stokes, 
Palmer,  Barton,  Chandler,  King  of  Alab. 

On  pensions.  Messrs.  Noble,  Eaton,  Seymour, 
Ware,  Elliott. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia.  Messrs.  Barbour, 
lilovd,  of  Md.  D’Wolf,  Lanman,  Southard, 

On  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  senate.  Messrs. 
Macon,  Lowrie,  Lanman, 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Bhekt,  of 
the  department  of  state: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  senate 
of  the  3th  of  May  last,  requesting  “information  re- 
lative to  the  copper  mines  on  the  southern  shore  of 


Lake  Superior,  their  number,  value  and  position; 
the  names  of  the  Indian  tribes  who  claim  them,  the 
practicability  of  extinguishing  their  titles,  and  the 
probable  advantage  which  may  result  to  the  repub- 
lic, from  the  acquisition  and  working  these  mines,” 

I herewith  transmit  a report  from  the  secretary  of 
war,  which  comprises  the  information  desired,  in 
the  resolution  referred  to.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Dec.  9. 

Mr.  Baueouh  presented  a petition  from  a large 
number  of  the  merchants  and  owners  of  vessels, 
of  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  praying  for 
the  establishment  there,  out  of  the  fund  raised  by 
the  tax  on  seamen,  of  a hospital,  for  the  relief  of 
distressed  and  disabled  seamen;  which  petition 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  commerce. 

The  rev.  James  McIIvain  was  elected  chaplain. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

' December  10.  Mr,  Mills,  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr.  Benton,  of  Missouri,  appeared  to  day  and  took 
their  seats. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  .Tohnson,  of  Kentucky, 
having  obtained  leave,  introduced  a bill  to  abolish 
imprisonment  for  debt,  by  the  courts  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  bill  was  twice  read  by  general  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  judi- 
ciary. 

In  introducing  this  bill,  Mr,  J.  made  a few  ge- 
neral remarks,  explanatory  of  the  justice  and  ex- 
pediency of  such  an  act;  intimating  that  he  should 
go  more  fully  into  the  merits  of  the  measure,  when 
the  bill  should  come  up  for  consideration. 

The  following  message,  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  received  yesterday,  was  read. 

To  the  senate  of  (he  United  States: 

Recent  information  of  the  multiplied  outrages 
and  depredations,  which  have  been  committed  on 
our  seamen  and  commerce,  by  the  pirates  in  the 
West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  exemplified  by 
the  death  of  a very  mei’itorious  officer,  seems  to 
call  for  some  prompt  and  decisive  measures  on 
the  part  of  the  government.  All  the  public  ves- 
sels adapted  to  that  service,  which  can  be  spared 
from  other  indispensable  duties,  are  already  employ- 
ed in  it;  but,  from  the  knowledge  which  has  been 
acquired  of  the  places  from  whence  these  outlaws 
issue,  and  to  which  they  escape  from  danger,  it  ap- 
pears that  it  will  require  a particular  kind  of  force, 
capable  of  pursuing  them  into  the  shallow  waters 
to  which  they  retire,  effectually  to  suppress  them» 
I submit  to  the  consideration  of  congress  the  pro- 
priety of  organizing  such  a force  for  that  important 
object.  , JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  6th  Dec.  1822, 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  committe  on  na- 
val affairs,  to  consider  and  report. 

The  following  message  from  the  president  ot  the 
United  States,  also  received  yesterday,  was  read: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  c.ompliance  with  a resolution  of  the  senate,  of 
the  22d  February  last,  requesting  the  president  of 
the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  collected  and  com- 
municated to  the  senate,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  of  congress,  the  best  information 
which  he  may  be  able  to  obtain  relative  to  certain 
Christian  Indians,  and  the  lands  intended  for  their 
benefit  on  the  Muskingum,  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
granted  under  an  act  of  congress  of  June  1st,  1796, 
to  the  society  of  United  Brethren,  for  propogating 
the  gospel  amongthe  heathen,  shewing,  as  correctly 
as  possible,  the  advance  or  decline  of  said  Indians 
in  numbers,  morals,  and  intellectual  endowments; 
whether  the  lands  have  enured  to  their  sole  bene- 
fit, and,  if  not,  to  whom,  in  whole  or  in  part,  have 
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such  benefits  accrued,  I transmit  a report  from  the 
secretary  of  war,  with  the  accompanying-  docu- 
ments. JAMES  MONROE. 

.Washington^  Dec.  9. 

The  message  and  accompanying  papers  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a report  ot  the  com- 
missioner of  the  public  buildings,  stating  the  pro- 
gress made  thereon,  the  disbursement  ot  the  ap- 
propriations, Stc.  which  were  read  and  referred  to 
the  commit' ee  on  the  District  ot  Columbia. 

Mr  Jiarion  submitted  tlx^  follow. ng  resolution 
for  co!»sidcr;ition: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  further  provisions  hy  law 
for  regulating  the  leasing  and  working  of  the  lead  mines  oi  the 
United  States.  . , 

Mr.  Barton,  agreeably  to  notice  given,  having 
obtained  leave,  introduced  a bill  concerning  the 
lands  to  be  granted  to  the  state  of  Missouri,  for 
the  purposes  of  education  and  other  public  uses; 
which  bill  was  read. 

De^cemberU.  Mr.  D'Wolf,  from  Ilhode-lsland, 
appeared  to-day,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Talbot  submitted  for  consideration  the  follow- 
ing resol'dtions: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  president’s  message  as  relates 
to  the  repairs,  preservation,  and  supcrintendance  of  tlie  national 
road  from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling,  be  referred  to  a select  coni- 
inittcc,  Avith  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Resolved,  l hat  that  part  of  the  president’s  message  which  re- 
commends the  adoption  of  a.i  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  IJ.  Stales,  which  shall  vest  in  the  congress  thereof  power  ade- 
spiate  to  the  adoption  and  carrying  into  etfect  a system  of  inter- 
nal improvements  throughout  the  whole  union,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  to  consider  and  report  Uicreon. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Lo-orie,  the  message  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States  of  the  9th  instant, 
relative  to  the  copper  mines  on  the  shore  of  Lake 
Superior,  together  with  the  accompanying  docu 
ments,  were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  laid  on  the  table  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  requested  to  lay 
before  the  senate,  a statement,  exliihiting  the  amount,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, of  the  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  exported  from  the 
U.  Stales  to  France,  and  imported  from  thence,  in  each  year, 
from  and  after  tlie  year  1814,  to  the  year  1820,  discriminating  in 
the  exports,  between  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture of  the  U.  States,  and  those  of  foreign  countries;  and  also  stat- 
ing the  national  character  of  the  vessels  in  which  such  exports  and 
imports  have  been  made. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  TIEPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  December  5.  Mr.  Stev/art  of  Tenn. 
attended  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post-office  and  post  roads 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a post 
route  from  Fayettes’ille,  North  Carolina,  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and 
irom  Uience  up  the  bay, by  steam  boat  carriage,  to  Baltimore,  or 
such  other  place,  as  will  be  most  convenient,  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year,  to  form  a junction  with  the  main  stage  road. 

.Mr.  .i.  Stevenson,  of  Va.  called  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  a communication  made,  at  a late  pe- 
riod of  the  last  session  of  congress,  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  transmitting  to  the 
house  the  correspondence  which  had  taken  place 
between  the  French  government  and  the  United 
States  relative  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumar- 
chais. The  subject  had  then  been  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  which  did  not  report  upon  it. — 
He  now  moved  that  the  subject  be  again  referred 
to  a select  committee. 

After  some  remarks,  the  claim  was  referred  as 
suggested  by  Mr.  S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  the  bill  report- 
ed at  the  last  session,  proposing  a revision  of  the 


tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  was  re  committed  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means. 

After  five  ballots,  the  rev.  Mr.  Breckenridge,  of 
Ken.  was  elected  chaplain  of  the  house. 

Fiiday,  Dec.  6.  Mr.  Leftivich,  from  Virginia, 
and  .Mr.  Sibley,  delegate  from  Michigan,  appaared 
and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Ingham,  of  Penn,  elected  in  the  place  of  Mr. 

S.  Moore,  resigned,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tenn.  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  revolutionary  pensions  be  refer- 
red to  a select  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .Yervlon,  of  Va.  the  committee 
of  the  whole  house  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill,  reported  at  the  last 
session,  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen, 
and  it  was  re- committed  to  the  committee  on  com- 
merce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  of  Va.  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  coutinuing,  for  a further  time, 
the  act,  entitled  “an  act  tn  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia 
military  land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon  to  the  ge- 
neral land  office,”  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

It  was  ordered,  that,  when  this  house  adjourn,  it 
stand  adjourned  to  12  o’clock  on  Monday  next. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

The  following  committees  have  been  appointed 
by  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives  in 
addition  to  those  already  published: 

On  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  Mr.  Gor- 
ham, Mr.  Phillips,  Mr.  Govan,  Mr.  Borland,  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Hall,  and  Mr.  Herrick. 

On  the  militia.  Mr.  Cannon,  Mr.  McCarty,  Mr, 
Findlay,  Mr.  A.  Smyth,  Mr.  J.  T.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Sanders,  and  Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts. 

On  the  Cumberland  road.  Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr. 
Pitcher,  Mr.  Russ,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Long,  Mr, 
Cushman,  Mr.  Stewart. 

On  Beaumarchais*  ckiim.  ]NIr.  A.  Stevenson,  Mr. 
Cambrelong,  IMr.  F.  Johnson,  Mr.  Dwight,  and  Mr. 
Holcomb. 

JMonday,  Dec.  9.  Various  resolutions,  in  the  form 
of  inquiiies,  were  submitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  the  bill,  report- 
ed by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  at  the  last 
session,  entitled  “an  act  supplementary  to,  and  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  ‘an  act  to  regulate  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,’  passed 
March  2,  1799,  and  to  repeal  an  act  supplementary 
thereto,  passed  April  20,  1818,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,” was  recommitted  to  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means. 

A letter  was  laid  before  the  house,  from  the  first 
comptroller  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a list  of 
balances  on  the  books  of  receipts  and  expenditures, 
which  have  been  due  more  than  three  years,  prior 
to  50th  September  last;  also,  a list  of  balances 
standing  on  the  books  of  the  revenue,  unsettled 
by  the  collectors  of  the  customs,  during  the  period 
before  mentioned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana, 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  petitions  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  parish 
of  Ouachita,  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  owners  of  a tract  of  lainl, 
called  Bastropjs  Grant,  and  others  on  their  behalf,  heretofore  pre- 
sented on  tliel>tb  and  30th  of  January,  1822,  be  referred  to  a se 
lect  committee. 

And  Mr.  M’Lane,  Mr.  Ingham,  Mr.  Tattnall,  Mr. 
Jones,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  Blackledge,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  the  calendar  (or  roll) 

of  orders  of  the  day,  as  it  stood  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  and  of  course  at  the  commencement 
of  this,  was  ordered  to  be  re  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  house. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett^  the  house  then  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Taylor  ^ 
of  New  Yofk,  being-  called  to  the  chair,  on  the  bill, 
reported  at  the  last  session,  “concerning  the  dis- 
bursement of  public  moneys.” 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Bassett,  as  a member  of  the  committee  which 
prepared  this  bill,  stated  the  general  views  on 
which  it  was  founded.  This  bill,  he  said,  had  been 
drawn  with  a great  degree  of  caution,  so  as,  by  em- 
bracing all  cases  in  which  advances  could  be 
necessary,  to  take  away  any  possible  objection 
v/hich  could  be  made  against  it^  and  it  had  after- 
wards been  submitted  to  the  treasury  department 
to  undergo  any  alterations  which  it  might  appear 
to  require.  The  jeopardising  of  the  public  money 
was  of  that  character,  Mr.  B.  said,  and  the  conse- 
<juent  waste  of  it  so  enormous,  that  it  was  time  for 
this  house  to  look  into  it.  At  the  last  session  of 
congress,  a catalogue  of  defalcations  had  been  pre- 
sented, which  astonished  every  body,  embracing  a 
range,  the  extent  of  which  could  hardly  have  been 
conceived.  Mr.  B.  recalled  the  attention  of  the 
house  aI{>o  to  one  or  two  facts  stated  in  the 
president’s  messge.  The  fact  was  there  disclos- 
ed, that,  at  one  time,  accounts  tor  one  hun- 
dred millions  of  dollars  advanced  for  different  ob- 
jects, remained  unsettled.  Such  an  amount,  de- 
pendent on  the  personal  responsibility  of  individu- 
als,  at  once  tells  us  how  careful  congress  ought  to 
be  in  trusting  so  g-reat  an  interest  in  the  liands  of 
public  agents.  If  it  had  been  found  that  this  great 
trust  had  been  confided  to  them  without  injury  to 
the  public  interest,  legislation  on  the  subject  might 
he  less  necessary:  but  such  was  not  the  fact.  At 
the  last  session,  the  house  was  presented  with  a 
large  amount  of  balances  clue  by  individuals,  and 
supposed  to  be  lost;  and  the  message  of  the  presi- 
dent spoke  of  several  millions  of  suspended  ac- 
counts. Mr.  B.  said  he  had  been  told  that, 
since  the  last  session  of  congress,  public  officers 
had  gone  off  the  stage  of  life  considerably  indebt- 
ed to  the  government — officers,  too,  in  whom  the 
greatest  confidence  had  been  placed.  I'his  shew- 
ed, he  said,  that  it  was  time  to  change  the  present 
system.  It  was  most  obvious,  if  we  took  the  rea- 
son of  the  thing,  the  history  of  other  countries,  or 
the  experience  of  this,  that  it  was  necessary  to  ex- 
ercise a more  rigorous  control  over  the  disburse- 
ments of  public  moneys.  It  was  more  than  proba- 
ble, Mr.  B.  continued,  that,  on  the  first  establish- 
ment of  this  government,  the  diflerent  state  insti- 
tutions having  little  connection  or  sympathy  with 
one  another,  it  was  not  very  easy  to  transact  the 
fiscal  business  of  the  nation,  or  to  carry  money  from 
one  part  of  it  to  the  other,  &c. — but  the  govern- 
ment had  been  now  established  for  40  years,  and 
every  difficulty  of  that  sort  had  ceased.  Could  it 
be  right,  on  the  plea  of  enabling  the  poor  man  to 
be  employed  in  public  service,  that  the  public  mo- 
ney should  be  put  in  jeopardy?  It  was  not  neces- 
sary, he  said,  that  it  should  be  so;  for,  the  moment 
the  government  makes  a contract,  the  contractor 
has  credit  to  the  amount  of  his  contract,  and  can 
borrow  or  buy  upon  that  credit.  It  was  not  true  in 
fact,  that  advances  were  necessary,  and  it  could  not, 
therefore,  be  right  to  make  them.  These,  Mr.  B. 
said,  were  some  of  the  general  views  which  led  the 
committee  to  prepare  the  bill  now  under  considera- 
tion, and  present  it  to  the  house.  If  the  bill  were 
to  go  through  the  committee  without  amendment, 
he  should  then,  to  afford  to  gentlemen  all  proper 
time  to  consider  the  subject,  movt  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  suggested  that  few  of  the 
members  had  preserved  the  printed  copies  of  tlie 
bill  from  the  last  session;  and,  as  the  subject  was  of 
some  magnitude,  he  thought  the  members  ought 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  it.  lie,  there- 
fore, with  this  view,  moved  that  the  committee 
should  rise. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  the  biL 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Some  time  was  spent  on  the  bill  for  disciplining 
the  militia  of  the  United  States—  and  it  was  recoui- 
mitted. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  reported  at 
the  last  session,  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  American  captives  during  the  late  warr 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sibley,  the  house  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  subject, 
Mr.  McCoy  in  the  phair. 

The  bill  was  read  through. 

Mr.  Sibley  briefly  stated  the  object  of  the  bill. 
After  the  surrender  of  Detroit  during  tiie  laic  war, 
and  subsequent  to  the  defeat  afterwards  sustained, 
in  1813,  many  persons  taken  under  our  standard 
were  brought  captive  by  the  Indians  to  and  through 
Detroit.  The  citizens  of  Detroit,  moved  at  llie 
spectacle,  though  themselves  at  the  time  in  a state 
of  vassalage,  exerted  themselves  to  relieve  the  suf- 
ferers, and  employed  in  that  manner  all  the  money 
they  could  raise.  These  facts  were  made  known  lu 
congress,  and  an  act  was  passed  to  reimburse  to 
them  the  money  thus  advanced.  Bui  the  act  was  of 
that  narrow  construction,  th-at  ii  was  not  at  all  calcu- 
lated to  give  the  relief  contemplated  by  it.  It  re- 
quired, in  the  first  place,  mat  the  persons  relieved 
fi  om  captivity  should  be  American  citizens;  which, 
in  the  first  place,  was  hardly  susceptible  of  proof, 
and,  if  it  were,  was  not  material,  where  the  indivi- 
duals were  taken  under  the  Americn  flag.  Another 
requisition  of  that  law  was,  that  written  evidence 
of  the  amount  paid,  or  a receipt  for  the  ransom 
money,  should  be  produced,  to  entitle  to  relief. 
Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  the  money  was  paid  to  Indians; 
and  every  one  must  know  that  they  give  no  receipts 
for  ransoms,  and  that  such  a receipt,  if  given,  would 
be  good  for  nothing,  inasmuch  as  an  Indian  would 
as  readily  give  a receipt  for  ten  thousand  dollars 
as  for  ten.  In  the  agitation,  alarm,  and  hurry  of 
the  times,  the  people  did  not  calculate  where  or 
how  they  were  to  get  their  money  again,  and 
thought  of  notliing  less  than  the  taking  receipts  for 
it,  &c.  Besides,  Mr.  S.  said,  clothing  was  furnish- 
ed to  the  captives,  the  season  being  inclement,  and 
they  literally  naked.  For  this,  also,  llie  citizens  of 
Detroit  ought  to  be  remunerated.  The  claims  em* 
braced  in  this  bill,  he  said,  were  altogether  bottom- 
ed on  humanity,  and  he  trusted  that  the  patriotic 
exertions  made  by  the  people  of  Detroit,  whilst 
they  themselves  were  oppressed  by  the  presence 
of  an  enemy,  would  not  be  disregarded,  but  that 
they  would  at  length  be  repaid  the  money  wliicli 
they  had  advanced  almost  ten  years  ago. 

No  other  remarks  being  made  on  the  bill,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  it  to  the  house,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  following  gentlemen  compose  the  new  com- 
mittee on  revolutionary  pensions:  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr. 
Hobart,  Mr.  Cassedy,  Mr.  Burrows,  Mr.  Va?i  Wyck, 
Mr.  MeSherry,  and  Mr.  Walker. 

Adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  10.  On  motion  of  Mr.  IVahuorlh, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  instructeil 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  presideotof  tbe 
I United  States  to  cause  to  be  delivered  to  captain  Aikin’s  voluii- 
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teers,  et-rtaui  pi',., 

their  yallautry  ami  patriotic  services  dimiiK  ll»e  sietje  ot  flalU 

Lurj' ill  September,  1814. 

O 1 ii;o’ i'lii  f”  Vjr.  ll ilUamson,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ertciing  a battery  or  other 
fortin..««nou  on  the  west  side  of  I’eiiobscol  riser,  m the  town  of 
Prospect,  and  state  of  Maine,  near  the  head  of  Orphan  Island,  and 
opposite  the  Narrows, so  called,  in  said  river. 

On  ipo'icii  ot  .Vlr  Cook,  ot  llltiiois,  it  was 

Resolved,  Tliat  so  n.iich  of  the  several  acu  of  congress  passed 
far  the  admission  of  Indiana,  lillinois,  and  Missouri,  into  the  union, 
as  sets  apart  a portion  of  the  money  arising  Iroin  the  sale  ot  the 
public  lands  in  those  states,  for  the  purpose  ol  constructing  roads 
and  canais  leading  to  those  states,  respectively,  be  rtlerred  to  a 
select  committee.  . „ . i 

M.-  Cannon  submitted  the  following  resolutions 
for  C'/nsidei  iition: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  exp^ieiit  to  provide  for  llie  national  de- 
fence by  improving  the  militia  ol  the  U.  State^  ...  . , 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  instructed 

to  inquire  wlu  Uier  it  is  most  exi>edieiit  to  improve  tbe  militia 
Ihioughoiu  tbe  United  Slates,  b>  means  of  the  military  academy, 
or  that  of  the  t-ncampmeiit  of  the  officers,  by  brigades  or  other- 
wise, under  jnoper  regulations.  a-  • u • a 

Resolved,  I'bat  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  preference  giv- 
en to  the  cadets  educated  at  the  puulic  expense,  iii  the  military 
acade  .IV  at  West  Point,  in  entering  the  public  service,  over  others 
of  equal  quaiilicatioiis  and  merit,  who  are,  or  may  he,  educated  at 
their  own  e.\ptnse.  or  that  of  Uieir  parents  or  friends,  at  the  school 
under  ihe  superintendance  of  capt.  Partridge,  in  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont, or  at  any  other  place  in  the  U.  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  commitiee  on  military  affairs  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  employing  the  regular  army, 
or  a part  thereof,  in  the  erection  of  fortifications  during  a state  ol 
peace,  instead  of  having  them  built  by  contract  in  tbe  way  herc- 
Cufoi-  i-ursu  ll.  .... 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  secretary  of  tlie  navy  be  directed  to  make 
a statement  to  this  house  containing  the  names  and  grade  of  the 
officers  belonging  to  the  naval  establislinient  of  the  Uuited 
States,  uiid  the  duties  each  officer  is  perlormiiig,  also,  the  num- 
ber ot  officers  of  each  diifereiu  grade  necessary  to  command 
inactive  sa  vice  the  vessels  of  war,  at  this  time  bdoiiging  to  the 
uavy. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  mean  to  press  these  reso- 
lutions to  an  immediate  decision,  iteiiig  of  much 
importance  in  his  view,  he  wished  them  to  lie  on 
tlie  table  and  be  printed,  with  the  expression  of 
a determinaliou  on  his  part  to  call  them  up  on  an 
early  day. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  upon  tlie  ta- 
ble uocoidingly. 


Mr.  Cuiulicl,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  to  make  a mo- 
tion. In  the  message  of  the  i>resident  to  both  houses 
ol  cuiigrtss,  at  the  opening  of  Ute  session,  he  said, 
a very  brid  aliusimi  was  made  to  piracies,  commit, 
ted  in  the  West  Indies.  All  that  was  said  on  that 
subject,  is  comprised  in  a short  paragraph,  which 
Mr.  C.  read.  Intelligence  has  been  recently  re- 
ceived,  and  probably  sitice  Uiat  part  ofthe  message 
was  penned,  of  transactions,  so  ilagrant  and  outra- 
geous in  their  cJiafactcr,  as  to  call,  imperiously,  for 
the  curly  and  evident  interposition  of  this  house. 
The  premature  death  of  the  gallant  and  lamented 
Alien  has  excited  a spirit  of  indignation  throughout 
our  countiy,  unequalied  since  the  late  war.  U calls 
loudly  for  retributive  justice,  from  those  lawless 
barbaiians;  and  1 hope  to  see,  wdth  as  little  delay  as 
practicable,  a competent  force,  at  the  disposal  of 
the  executive,  under  some  one  of  our  roost  experi- 
enced naval  officers,  with  ample  powers  and  in- 
structions to  ferret  them  out  of  their  lurking  holes, 
and  drag  them  to  a condign  and  speedy  punish- 
ment.  A speedy  punishme-ii,  because  I have  no  idea 
of  incurring  the  delay,  or  the  hazard,  of  transport- 
ing them  here,  or  of  extending  to  them  a trial  by 
jury,  with  all  the  delays  incident  to  our  courts  of 
justice.  They  have  placed  themselves  beyond  the 
protection  of  the  laws  of  civilized  society;  they 
liave  set  at  open  defiance  the  laws  of  God  and  man; 
their  hand  is  against  every  man,  and  every  man’s 
hand  should  combine  against  them.  And  the  most 
effectual  restraint  which  you  can  impose  upon  their 
bajrbarities,  is  to  furnish  to  them  the  spectacle  of  a 


few  dozen  of  their  leaders  suspended  by  the  halter, 
from  the  yard-arms  of  some  of  our  ijuclic  ships. 
Deeming  it  expedient  that  congress  should,  at  an 
early  period,  adopt  some  decisive  measures  on 
this  subject,  1 submit  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire,  and  report  as  early  as  may  be,  what  further  measures  are 
necessary,  nut  only  fur  the  more  eificient  protection  of  our  com- 
merce in  the  West  India  seas  from  piracy,  but  for  the  entire  extir- 
pation of  those  freebooters,  and  the  punishment  of  those  who  may 
be  (bund  to  aid  and  abet  them. 

[Laid  on  the  table,  lo  give  place  to  the  president’s 
message,  (see  proceedings  in  the  senate),  on  the 
same  subject.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the  widowed  mother 
of  lieut.  ^V^  H.  Allen,  of  Uie  United  States’  navy, a half  pay  pen- 
sion fur  live  years. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a message 
from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting a plan  for  the  peaoe  establishment  of  the  na- 
vy of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  the  marine 
corps,  which  has  been  prepared  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the 
7th  May  last.  [Referred  to  the  naval  committee.] 

The  engrossed  bill,  supplementary  to  the  act ‘re- 
lating to  the  ransom  of  American  captives  in  the 
late  war,’  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  aaid 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

[Of  this  act  the  National  intelligencer  observes 
— riie  first  bill  which  has  passed  either  house  of 
congress  at  this  session,  is  an  act  of  justice  too 
I long  withheld.  We  speak  of  the  bill  which  yester- 
day passed  the  house  of  representatives,  for  in- 
demnifying our  citizens  who,  when  Michigan  wa.s 
held  by  tlie  British  during  the  late  war,  advanced 
their  ail  to  ransom  the  captives  brought  in  by  the 
Indians  in  the  British  service.  It  would  be  a re- 
proach to  tbe  nation,  had  the  delay  been  delibe- 
rate and  intentional,  that  indemnity  for  an  expen. 
diture  of  this  sort  should  have  been  so  longdelay- 
ed.] 

bometime  was  spent  on  llie  bill  to  provide  for 
clothing  the  militia  of  the  United  Stale.s,  when  in 
actual  service.  It  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed. 

'i'lie  house  was  resolved  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  rigliLs  to  cer- 
tain parcels  of  land,  at  or  near  the  centre  of  the  coun- 
ties to  be  laid  off',  &c.  in  Alabama  and  Arkansas,  tor 
the  accommodation  of  seats  ofjustice.  Much  diver- 
sily  of  opinion  was  expressed — if  granted  as  pro- 
posed, it  would  be  claimed  by  oilier  and  older 
states,  8<.c.  But  iinally,  the  bill,  being  amended  to 
give  it  a general  effect,  was  agreed  to  by  the  com- 
j inittee,  who  reported  it  lo  the  house,  £ic.  The 
i cpiestion  of  passing  it  to  a third  reading  was  debat- 
ed, and  the  bill  lost— for  it  61,  against  64. 

After  which  the  house  adjourned. 

IVednesday,  Dec.  11.  Mr.  John  Carter,  elected 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Blair,  of  South  Carolina,  re- 
signed, appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Spencer,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Ball,  of  Virgi- 
nia, Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  Cuthbert,  of 
the  same  state,  also  appeared. 

Mr.  Lathrop,  from  Massachusetts,  whose  arrival 
we  omitted  noticing  on  Monday  last,  on  that  day 
took  his  seat. 

The  resolution  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table  by 
Mr.  Woodcock,  calling  for  information  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  respecting  advan- 
ces of  money  to  public  agents,  was  considered, 
modified,  and  adopted  by  the  house. 

[In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  W.  made  some 
observations,  which  our  reporter  had  not  the  op- 
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portunity  of  hearing-  fhe  purport  of  them  was, 
that,  in  the  statements  received  from  the  several 
departments,  of  tiie  accounts  of  public  officers, 
no  account  was  given  of  moneys  advanced  to  sub- 
agents and  sub-contractors,  &c.  without  security, 

&c.  so  that  this  class  of  defaulters  often  escape 
•without  observation.  His  object  was,  if  practica- 
ble, to  supplyithis  deficiency.] 

M.  Golden,  of  New  York,  submitted  for  consi- 
deration the  following  resolution,  which  lies  on  the 
table  one  day  of  coiu*se: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  lay  before  this  house,  sueh  information  as  lie  may  possess, 
which  regard  to  any  hostile  expedition,  which  may  have  been  pre- 
pared in  the  United  States,  and  sailed  from  thence,  within  the 
present  year,  against  the  territory  or  dependency  of  any  power 
in  amity  with  the  United  States,  and  to  inform  this  house,  whe- 
ther any  measures  have  been  taken  to  bring  to  condign  punish- 
ment persons  who  may  have  been  concerned  in  such  expedition, 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Condict,  of  New  Jersey,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolutions; 

Resolved,  By  the  senate  and  house  of  ^representatives  of  the 
United  States  in  congress  assembled,  That  it  siiall  be  the  duty  of 
the  secretary  and  clerk  of  the  respective  houses,  to  lay  before 
congress,  at  the  commencement  of  every  session,  a detailed  state- 
ment of  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent  fund  of  each  house 
during  the  preceding  session,  stating  the  items,  quantity,  prices, 
and  to  whom  payment  is  made. 

This  resolution  was  read,  and  by  the  rules  lies 
©n  the  table  one  day 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  of  New  Jersy  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  accounts  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire and  report  whether  any,  and  what,  part  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  this  house  can  he  curtailed,  without  detriment  to  the 
public  service;  Ami,  that  said  committee  revise  the  system  pur- 
sued by  the  officers  of  this  house  in  disbursing  the  contingent 
fund,  and  report  whether  any  further  restrictions,  responsibilities 
or  checks,  are  necessary  for.  its  disbursement. 

The  biJl  of  the  la.-5t  sesaion,  providing  for  the  oc 
cupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  be- 
ing next  in  order— 

Mr.  Floyd  said  be  was  not,  at  the  moment,  ready 
to  present  the  information  on  the  subject,  whicli 
he  was  prepared,  at  any  time  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, to  have  laid  before  the  house;  but,  not  wish- 
ing the  consideration  of  the  subject  to  be  long  de- 
ferred on  his  account,  he  moved  to  go  into  com- 
mittee with  a view  to  retaining  for  the  bill  its  pre- 
sent place  in  the  orders  of  the  clay. 

The  house  accordingly  went  in  and  out  of  com- 
mittee upon  it,  leave  was  given  to  sit  again,  and  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  re  printed. 

A similar  course  being  proposed  on  another 
bill- 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  no  idea  of 
sitting  here,  to  receive  motions  to  gq  in  and  out  of 
committee,  and  to  re-print  bills;  and  suggested  the 
propriety  of  some  step  to  put  an  end  to  this,  (as  it 
appeared  to  him),  wasteful  consumption  of  time. 

No  specific  proposition,  however,  being  made  by 
Mr.  Campbell,  the  speaker  proceeded  in  calling 
over  the  bills. 

A bill  respecting  registers  of  wills  in  the  district 
of  Columbia  was  passed  through  a committee  of 
the  whole,  &,c.  as  was  also  a bill  fixing  the  compen- 
sation of  receivers  of  the  public  moneys;  a bill  for 
the  relief  of  registers  and  receivers  in  the  land  offi- 
ces; and  a bill  to  enable  the  proprietors  of  lands, 
held  by  titles  derived  from  the  United  States,  to  ob- 
tain copies  of  their  papers. 

Adjourned. 

THUnSDAT’s  PROCEEDINGS  — DEC.  12. 

In  the  senate.  Mr.  Rodney  laid  the  following  re- 
solution on  the  table  for  consideration*. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  directed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
“an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  to  pu- 
nish the  crime  of  pirac  y,’’ and  also  of  making  such  further  provi- 


sions on  the  subject  as  niny  he  deemed  proper  for  the  security 
our  citizens,  the  safety  of  our  coiniiierce,  and  the  punishment  o* 
the  oifence. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, reported  the  following  bill,  whicIi  was  twice 
read  by  gener.il  con.sent: 

Beit  enacted.  &c.  That, for  tlie  purpose  of  enabling  the  presi 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  afford  more  effieient  protection  to  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  I'roai  the  depredations  of  pirates 

ill  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  West  India  . seas,  the  sum  of 

dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  apjiropnated;  winch  sum  shall  tie  used  by 
the  president  in  providing  such  an  additional  force  as  in  his  judg 
rnetit  shall  be  best  calculated  to  answer  the  end  albresaid. 

[Accompanying  ihisbili,  .Mr.  IHe<isants  l.iid  be 
fore  ttie  senate  a comniumcalion  from  tiie  secre- 
tary of  the  navy  lo  the  chairmati  of  the  naval  com 
mittee,  fui-i-iishing  estimates  of  the  additional  forci 
deemed  necessary  f:,'r  tlie  suppression  of  piracy, 
and  the  expense  thereof.  The  secretary,  having 
the  concurring  opinion  of  the  tiavy  board  in  its  fa- 
vor, recommends  an  additional  force  of 

First,  1 steam  boat  of 90  to  120  tons,  to  carry  two  1 8-pounders, and 
two  12  pounders,  upon  travelling  carriages,  so  as  to  tire  from  any 
part  of  the  vessel. 

Second,  10  fast  sailing  schooners,  of  45  to  60  tons  burthen,  to 
draw  not  more  than  5 to  7 feet  water;  each  to  he  armed  with  one 
long  12  or  18  pounder,  mounted  on  a circle,  with  two  12-pou  nd 
can  oriades;  with  the  necessary  number  of  small  arms,  to  row  from 
20  to  24  sweeps:  and, 

Third,  5 light  double  bank  cutters,  each  to  row  20  oars,  an.d 
adapted  to  carry  40  men,  well  armed  with  muskets, pistols,  board- 
ing pikes,  cutlasses, &c. 

I be  wliole  cost  of  procuring  these  additional 
vessels  and  of  equipping  and  fitting  them  for  ser- 
vice, is  estiiTuiied  at  44,000  dollars.] 

House  of  Representatives.  I'liis  was  a busy  day 
in  the  liouse,  in  l!ie  preparation  of  business,  &c. 
Some  time  was  spent  on  a call  made  ffor  inqui- 
ry into  the  “Porto  Rico  expedition,”  and  the  call 
w as  made  for  information,  if  any  there  w'us,  ii. 
the  possession  of  the  executive.  We  sliali  notice 
the  proceedings  more  at  length  in  our  next. 


CHRONICLE, 

Don  Jose.  Manuel  Zozaya  v.'as  presented  on  Thurs 
day  last,  by  the  secretary  of  state,  to  the  presi- 
dent ot  the  United  Stales,  as  envoy  extraordina- 
ry and  minister  plenipotentiary  from  .Mexico.  He 
was  accompanied  by  colonel  Don  Jose  Anastasia 
Torrens,  bt  cretary  of  tlie  legation,  who  was  also  pre  - 
sented to  the  president  by  the  secretary  of  state. 

The  United  Stales  schooner  Alligator,  late  under 
the  command  of  lieut.  com.  Allen,  but,  since  his  de- 
cease, under  charge  of  lieut.  Dale,  was  wrecked  on 
Craysford  Reef,  about  thirty  miles  to  the  southward 
of  Cape  Florida,  on  tlie  night  of  the  9th  ult.  Every 
attempt  to  get  her  off  having  proved  unavailing,  she 
was  fired  and  blown  up.  All  of  the  officers  and  crew 
were  saved,  and  arrived  safely  at  Charleston. 

jYetv  York.  At  the  late  election,  the  first  under 
the  new  constitution,  Joseph  C.  Y’ates,  esq.  receiv- 
ed 128,393  votes  for  governor;,  and  Solomon  South- 
wick,  esq.  2,913.  Erastus  Root,  esq.  received  for 
lieut.  governor  82,450;  and  Henry  Huntingdon,  esq. 
50,052. 

Maryland.  Samuel  Stevens,  esq.  of  Talbot  coun- 
ty, has  been  elected  governor  of  Maryland,  for  the 
ensuing  year;  and  Tlios,  Emory,  Joshua  Prideaux, 
Israel  D.  Maulsby,  Philemon  Chew  and  Nichola.s 
Brewer,  esqs.  appointed  his  council.  Gen.  Samuel 
Smith,  has  been  elected  a sen.ator  of  the  United 
States,  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
decease  of  Mr  Pinkney. 

JSTorth  Carolma.  Gabriel  Holmes  has  been  re- 
elected governor  of  this  state,  without  opposi- 
tion. 
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0;^“A  Subscriber”  will  see  that,  in  the  reply  of 
<A  Merchant’  to  our  correspondent  ‘1’,’  his  wishes 
are  purtly  complied  with.  The  article  referred  to 
shall  be  examined,  and,  most  probably,  have  an 
early  insertion. 

The  paEsiDEMT’s  MESSAfrE  was  copied  into  the 
“Heg-ister”  from  the  ‘National  Intelligencer’;  which 
has  corrected  a clerical  error  in  one  of  the  para- 
graphs that  throws  confusion  into  the  sense  of  it. 
It  is  in  that  which  speaks  of  the  state  of  the  finances, 
in  which  the  sum  of  1,168,592  is  printed  inslead  of 
1,681,592.  See  page  220. 

In  our  brief  notice  of  the  message  w'e  observed 
that  manufactures  were  imUjiniiely  encouraged  in 
it.  I'lie  Kichmond  “Eiiquirer,”  in  passing  through 
its  various  topics,  says — 

“Manufactures  — wiiere  the  president  is  far  from 
being  precise;  though  he  cautiously  recommends 
an  augmentation  of  duties  on  certain  foreign  arti- 
cles, leaving  these  certain  articles  in  a stale  of  the 
most  profound  uncei  tainiy.'’ 

The  coniiESPONTiENCE  between  Messrs.  JefTerson 
and  Adams,  inserted  in  the  ])resent  sheet,  will  )u-o- 
duce  singular  sensations  of  combined  pleasure  and 
regret  in  many  wno  read  it.  But  it  is  delightful  to 
see  these  old  political  veterans  so  calmly  preijaring 
to  retire  to  the  tomb,  at  perfect  peace  with  one 
another,  and  possessed  of  the  gratitude  and  respect 
of  millions  of  freemen — willing  to  forget  any  error 
that  either  may  have  committed,  in  the  great  public 
services  tliat  botli  have  rendered  to  their  country. 

PrnACY.  It  will  be  seen  in  the  proceedings  of 
congress,  that  a law  has  already  passed  both  houses, 
appropriating  money  to  fit  out  an  expedition  for 
the  suppression  of  piracy— com.  Porter  is  appoint- 
ed to  command  it. 

The  U.  S-  schooner  Sliark,  just  arrived  at  Nor- 
folk, convoyed  two  British  ships  from  Jamaica 
until  she  saw  them  clear  of  Cape  Antonio,  and  out  j 
of  the  range  of  the  pirates. 

'i’lie  British  under  capt.  Godfrey  of  the  ship  Tyne 
with  the  Speedwell  schooner,  have  made  a splen- 
did  dash  at  these  fellows,  near  St.  Juan  de  los  lieme- 
dios.  They  took  four  vessels  and  17  prisoners,  it 
was  believed  that  about  forty  more  had  been  killed 
or  wounded.  The  governor  of  St.  Juan  went  on 
board  to  congratulate  them  on  their  success,  and  in- 
lormed  them  that  he  had  arrested  22  others  on 
shore.  Two  more  pirate  vessels  were  captured  a 
few  days  aftevvards,  and  some  of  their  crews  killed 
— the  rest  escaped  on  land.  A Spanish  brig  of 
war  has  also  seized  more  of  their  vessels,  and  it  is 
thought  that  the  coast  is  nearly  cleared  of  them  for 
the  present. 

Cost  of  basks.  Itis  stated  that  the  annual  cost 
of  the  Far.-ners  bank  of  Virginia  and  its  branches, 
amouhts  to  §48,486— -of  which  40,290  are  paid  for 
salaries.  Those  the  bank  of  Virginia  are  nearly 
the  same. 

’fhe  capital  of  the  Farmer’s  bank  is  §2,000,000 — 
the  cost  of  keeping  it  a going  being  48,486,  is  equal 
to  nearly  t:uio  and  a half  per  cent,  on  the  whole  capi- 
tal. No  wonder  that  the  dividends  for  the  benetil 
Vot.  XXIII. 16. 


of  the  stockholders  have,  for  the  last  tw’o  years,  liard- 
ly  yielded  tliree  per  cent:  too  much  is  given  fo 
presidents,  cashiers  and  clerks. 

PuMisiiMEST.  It  very  often  seems  as  if  the  law 
w'as  chiefly  administered  for  the  punishment  of  lit- 
tle knaves — the  great  ones  generally  break  througfi 
its  meshes.  .Many  poor  wretches  liave  been  sent 
from  three  to  ten  years  to  our  penitentiaries,  tor 
thefts  or  frauds  of  a less  amount  than  one  hundred 
ilollais — but  Hollingshead  and  Scull,  (who  were 
lately  convicted  of  a conspiracy  to  defraud  the  un- 
derwriters of  the  sloop  Norfolk,  about  which  so 
much  was  said  some  time  ago),  have  been  sentenc- 
ed to  only  one  year’s  imprisonment  at  hard  labor, 
and  to  pay  a flue  of  100  dollars  each,  by  judge 
Tilghinan,  at  Philadelphia. 

SiNEcuiiE  OFFICES.  The  design  of  every  govern- 
ment, in  affording  liberal  salaries  to  its  officers,  is 
to  secure  the  application  of  personal  talent  to  a 
discharge  of  the  duties  that  belong  to  them.  In 
the  old  and  corrupted  governments,  however,  it  is 
well  known  that  persons  are  appointed  to  office 
without  even  the  expectation  that  they  will  person- 
ally aischarge  the  duties  thereof — these  being  per- 
formed by  deputy.  Thus,  the  pious  duke  of  York 
IS  bishop  of  Osnaburg— and  one  of  his  brothers  is, 
or  was,  governor  of  Gibraltar — and  so  on  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest,  if  the  latter  is  worth  making 
a sinecure  of.  'I'his  practice  begins  to  prevail 
pi  t Uy  extensively  in  our  country — we  have  many 
officers  that  we  may  expect  to  find  any  where  but 
in  tiieir  offices— who  eat,  drink  and  rigt  upon  the 
profits  derived  from  journeymen;  persons,  of  real 
merit,  perhaps,  but  irresponsible  and  unknown  to 
the  government:  hired  at  5 or  600  dollars  a year  to 
do  ad  the  business  for  which  the  principal  receives 
2 or  3UU0.  Assistants  are  doubtless  indispensabla 
in  many  of  the  offices— perhaps  in  every  important 
office  save  that  of  a judge;  but  when  a principal 
I leaves  every  thing  to  an  assistant,  it  is  high  time  that 
he  should  be  discharged — nay  “kicked  out”  of  his 
office,  as  a fraudulent  and  unfaithful  person. 

We  thank  Mr.  Cocke  for  his  notice  of  the  case 
of  a register  of  wills  in  the  district  of  Columbia. 
A bill  was  under  consideration,  last  week,  to  raise 
the  fees  of  those  officers — but  Mr.  Cocke  said  that 
no  register  had  resigned  on  account  of  the  lowness 
of  the  fees;  and  he  had  been  told  that  the  late  Dr. 
Blake  had  teased  out  the  office  for  Jive  hundred  dollara 
per  annum,  and  had  not  tlie  least  trouble  with  it.  I 
suppose  this  is  what  some  call  ^^radicalism” — but,  if 
to  keep  people  to  the  honest  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties and  prevent  such  speculations  is  to  be  “radical,” 
one  would  suspect  that  all  men  would  deserve  to 
be  called  so,  the  official  leeches  excepted— of  whom 
there  are  too  many  just  now. 

iTj=-It  is  due  to  the  case  to  say  tliat  an  anonymous 
communication  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  re- 
presents it  as  though  Dr.  Blake  had  not  leased  out 
the  office,  or  derived  other  than  a very  small  profit 
therefrom.  * 

IfAHTFonD  coNVESTiox.  g^evcral  of  the  Eastern 
papers,  according  to  usage,  have  noticed  the  anni- 
versary of  the  meeting  of  this  convention,  the  15th^ 
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Dec.  1814,  and  given  a list  of  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers  surmounted  with  a crow?i  and  suitable 

inscriptions. 

The  famous  political  preacher  of  the  days  of  the 
convention.  Dr.  Osgood,  departed  this  life  a few 
days  ago,  in  the  75th  year  of  this  age. 

“N’apoleon  the  tousgeh”  begins  to  excite  much 
attention  in  Europe,  and  the  idea  seems  pretty  ge- 
nerally entertained  that,  on  the  decease  of  the  pre- 
sent  king  of  France,  a vigorous  attempt  will  be 
made  to  place  him  on  the  throne. , It  appears  as  if 
agreed  upon,  that  the  Bourbon  dynasty  must  soon 
have  an  end  in  France,  as  sovereign  over  that  cmm- 

try.  __ 

Dread  of  slavery.  Mr.  Money,  a member  of 
the  British  house  of  commons,  in  a speech  delivered 
in  the  house  in  July  last,  on  the  subject  of  prevent, 
ing  the  extension  of  slavery  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  gave  the  following  as  a fact  of  which  he  was 
personally  acquainted,  having  resided  himself  at 
the  Cape. 

“In  the  year  1819,  a female  slave,  belonging  to  a 
Dutch  ^gentleman  at  the  Cape,  had  been  treated 
with  liarshness,  and,  at  last,  her  mistress  threatened 
that  she  would  take  her  children  from  her  and  sell 
them  to  the  Boors  in  the  interior.  The  dread  of 
that  worst  of  all  evils,  which,  in  her  estimation, 
could  be  inflicted  on  hejf  offspring,  so  worked  upon 
her  mind,  that,  to  save  them  from  this  fate,  she  took 
them,  four  in  number,  down  to  the  sea,  early  in  the 
morning,  where  she  succeeded  in  drowning  three 
of  them,  and  was  in  the  act  of  destroying  herself 
and  the  remaining  child,  when  she  was  discovered; 
and,  the  alarm  being  given,  she  was  rescued  from 
her  watery  grave  in  a state  of  insensibility.  She 
was  carried  to  the  gaol,  where  medicines  were  ap- 
plied to  restore  her,  and  a court  of  criminal  justice 
was  immediately  summoned  to  try  her.  Scarcely 
able  to  stand,  she  w^as  brought  before  this  tribunal. 
When  asked  what  she  had  to  say  for  herself,  she 
stared  wildly,  and  made  no  answer;  and  in  this  state 
of  apparent  unconsciousness  as  to  every  thing 
around  her,  she  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to 
death  by  being  strangled  at  a stake.  The  following 
morning  this  sentence  was  carried  into  execution, 
a party  of  the  military  attending,  under  the  command 
of  a British  officer. 

Different  tiews.  We  have  been  much  inte- 
rested by  the  following  statistical  notices  of  “the 
resources  of  Madison  county,”  in  the  state  of  Ala- 
bama, in  a ITuntsville  paper— and  not  a little  amus- 
ed at  the  txirn  given  to  the  facts  by  our  friends,  the 
editors  of  the  “National  Intelligencer.” 

From  the  HimtsviUe  paper — The  assessor  and 
tax  collector  of  Madison  county,  (James  Bibb,  esq.) 
while  performing  his  official  duties,  took  the  trouble 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  gins,  the  quantity 
of  cotton,  (the  growth  of  1821),  ginned  and  packed 
at  each.  The  result  of  his  inquiries  is,  that  there 
are  149  gins,  at  which  were  cleaned  and  packed 
6,026,667  lbs.  making  20,088  bales,*  averaging  300 
pdunds  each. 

Th»t  quantity  of  cotton  at  12|  cents  per  lb.  the 
average  price  of  last  year’s  crop,  amounts  to  the 
comfortable  sum  of  ^753,333.  While  this  year’s 
crop,  if  it  should  prove  equally  abundant,  at  the 
present  price  of  8 cents,  w'ill  only  bring  g482,133, 
leaving  a deficit  in  the  value  of  our  exports  of 
g27 1,200. 

How  forcibly  do  these  facts  shew  the  necessity 
of  economy  and  retrenchment!  What  a commen. 


tary  on  the  fluctuation  of  affairs  do  such  compari- 
sons afford!  And  how  satisfactorily  do  those  au- 
thentic statements  account  for  the  stagnation  of 
business  and  the  general  depression  of  property!” 

[To  prevent  a break  in  the  subject  matter,  we 
shall  here  insert  the  Huntsville  editor’s  note,  refer- 
red to  by  the  asterisk  in  the  preceding], 

* While  on  this  subject  we  cannot  refrain  from 
inquiring  into  the  expense  of  baling  and  preparing 
for  market  such  an  immense  quantity  of  cotton, 
and  suggesting  to  our  planters,  in  these  times  of  uni- 
versal pressure  on  the  agricultural  community,  the 
possibility  of  lessening  that  expense,  or  of  saving  it 
to  the  country.  We  are  told  it  will  take  something 
like  100,000  yards  of  bagging  to  put  up  20,000 
bales  of  cotton — this  year  the  estimate  is  made  at 
^3  per  bale,  which  will  amount  to  g60,000,  includ- 
ing I’ope  and  twine.  The  present  price  of  bagging 
is  50  cents  per  yard,  and,  at  this  estimate,  that  arti- 
cle, alone,  will  cost  the  county  §50,000,  -which  is 
-wholly  paid  to  foreigners.  It  is  probable  the  whole 
valley  of  the  Tennessee  rive'*  will,  in  a short  time, 
consume  three  or  four  times  the  quantity  of  Madison 
county.  If  cotton  bagging  cannot  be  advantageous- 
ly manufactured  in  private  families,  would  it  not  be 
an  object  worthy  the  attention  of  an  association  of 
gentleman  to  establish  a manufactory  of  so  indis- 
pensable an  article.?  The  demand  of  such  goods 
will  be  extensive  and  regular,  and  they  could  b« 
made  of  refuse  cotton,  the  last  picking,  and  such  aS: 
will  scarcely  defray  the  expense  of  carrying  to  a 
foreign  market. 

From  the  JVational  Intelligencer.  We  learn  from 
the  Huntsville  paper,  that,  by  an  accurate  invest!, 
gation,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  quantity  of 
cotton  grown,  cleaned,  and  packed  for  market,  in 
the  county  of  Madison,  in  the  state  of  Alabama, 
was,  in  the  year  1821,  upwards  of  six  millions  oF 
pounds,  amounting,  at  the  then  market  price  of 
12  1-2  cents  per  pound,  to  753,333.  This  year’s 
crop,  if  equally  abundant,  will  bring,  at  the  present 
price  of  8 cents  per  pound,  482,133  dollars.  The 
population  of  that  county,  by  the  last  census,  (taken 
late  in  1821),  was  17,481.  The  product  for  expor- 
tation, in  1821,  was,  therefore,  within  a fraction  of 
forty -five  dollars  per  soul,  or,  on  a fair  estimate,  one 
hundred  dollars  for  each  working  hand.  The  same 
rate  would  give  to  the  union  a production  beyond 
the  consumption,  of  more  than  four  hundred  millions 
of  dollars. 

(r^Now,  though  the  latter  article  was  derived 
from  the  former,  the  general  idea  conveyed  is 
exactly  opposed  to  that  which  the  other  most  point- 
edly and  properly  presents.  The  Huntsville  paper 
brings  forward  the  case  to  shew  the  necessity  of 
economy,  the  means  of  the  county  being  reduced 
one  third — the  Intelligencer  offers  its  abstract  to 
shew  the  profiofproductionf  in  furnishing  an  article 
for  export.  The  first  tells  us  that  the  bagging  alone 
for  the  crop,  which  is  imported  and  its  cost  wholly 
paid  to  foreigners,  will  consume  more  than  a ninth 
part  of  the  value  of  the  cotton— the  other  regards 
EXPORT  only,  and  tells  us  what  it  wa.?,  and  what  the 
export  might  if  all  the  people  of  the  U.  States 
could  produce  for  export,  at  the  same  rate.  In 
short,  the  original  article  affords  probable  grounds 
to  expect  a great  deal  of  private  distress  in  Madison 
county,  in  consequence  of  the  diminution  of  the 
rae.ans  of  the  people,  atIPthe  enormous  ratio  of  thir^ 
ty-three  per  cent,  in  one  year— the  abstract  would 
make  us  believe  them  to  be  wonderfully  prosperous 
and  as  abounding  in  means. 

But,  if  all  the  people  of  the  United  States  could 
produce  cotton  to  an  amount  beyond  the  consump- 
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tion  equal  to  lliose  of  Madison  county,  what  would 
they  do  with  it — where  find  a market  for  it?  It 
would  not  sell  for  more  than  one  or  t-wo  cents  per 
pound.  The  “four  hundred  millions”  that  the  In- 
lellif^encer  speaks  of,  is  a ^^reater  amount  of  value 
perhaps,  than  lliut  of  all  the  raw  agricultural  pro- 
ducts of  ALL  the  nations  in  the  world,  exported  or 
transported  to  or  from  one  another!  'I'he  calcula- 
tion, therefore,  as  applied  to  the  United  States, 
must  be  regarded  as  a very  moderate  one,  indeed! 

'I'he  product  of  “100  dollars  for  each  working 
hand,”  is  not  extraordinary,  seeing  that  they  are  so 
much  assisted  by  labor-saving  machinery  in  pick- 
ing  and  cleaning  the  cotton,  for  the  gins  do  about 
one  half  of  the  whole  work  that  belongs  to  the  crop: 
and  this  product  of  value  could  not  be  exchanged 
with  the  spinners  of  the  cotton.  It  is  estimated 
that  240,000  persons  in  Great  Britain,  three  fourths 
at  least  of  whom  are  children,  assisted  by  machine- 
ry, perl'orm  a quantity  of  labor  that  would  employ 
twenty-eight  millions  of  persons  without  the  aid  of 
machinery — so  that  owe  child  stands  as  one  hundred 
end  ten  persons,  and  must  be  supposed  the  agent 
of  creating  as  great  a value  as  they  could  unitedly 
cveate;  and,  admitting  their  labor  to  be  worth  only 
ten  cents  per  day,  the  child  would  have  eleven  dol- 
lars worllj  of  products  per  day  to  oppose  to  the 
products  of  the  110  persons— a rate  of  exchange 
and  condition  of  things  that  cannot  exist. 

It  is  computed,  that  the  labor  saving  machinery 
of  Great  Britain,  applied  to  the  manufacture  of 
goods,  is  equal  to  the  labor  of  four  hund^yd  millions 
of  hands.  I'hese  may  give  direct  employment  or 
agency  to  about  one  million  of  persons — then,  one 
person  in  Great  Britain,  assisted  by  machinery, 
stands  opposed  to  400  laboring  persons  in  another 
country  w’hich  has  not  such  machinery.  No  ex- 
change  of  labor  can  take  place  between  them,  un- 
less sustained  by  the  utmost  degree  of  human 
misery. 

“One  hundred  dollars  per  working  hand,”  if  re- 
ference is  had  to  the  mechanic  arts  and  manufac- 
tures, is  a very  moderate  production.  The  most 
common  country  b lacksmith,  if  he  has  a family, 
must  ])roduce  more  than  this  by  the  mere  labor  of 
his  hands,  or  his  family  will  starve;  and  there  are 
few  agriculturalists  that  do  not  create  more — 
though  they  may  not  furnish  that  amount  for  ex- 
portatinn:  but  the  grain-grower  does  not  import  bags 
to  hold  his  grain,  to  the  amount  of  a v.mth  part 
of  the  value  of  hi ^ whole  product  of  grain. 

I'he  fact  is,  that  Madison  county,  producing  an 
article  for  export— that  is  cotton,  to  the  value  es- 
timated in  the  present  year,  and  importing  every 
thing  save  food  and  some  coarse  raiment,  must  be 
doing  a bad  business,  if  w'e  take  into  the  account 
the  value  of  capital  invested.  From  the  credit  sum, 
§482, 133,  is  to  be  deducted  the  interest  on  all  the 
capital  in  lands  and  slaves,  nearly  9000  of  the  latter, 
at  300  dollars  each,  are  worth  an  annual  interest  of 
162,000,  as  laboring  machines — the  bagging  and 
ropes,  to  fit  the  cotton  for  transport,  cost  60,000;  the 
ginning  a large  sum;  and,  what  balance  can  there 
really  be  left  to  pay  for  the  articles  of  food  and  rai- 
ment imported  for  the  supply  of  17,481  souls?  The 
fact  is  easily  supposed  that  the  entire  product  does 
not  yield  five  per  cent,  on  the  capital  actually  ex- 
pended—out  of  which  the  people  are  to  be  supplied 
with  the  tens  of  thousands  of  imported  articles  that 
they  want,  and  will  obtain,  if  they  can  get  them. 

rnOM  A BOSTON  OOURESrONDEJIT. 

J\'iles — 1 notice  in  your  Register,  of  the  23d 
ultimo,  a statement  of  the  quantity  of  specie  im- 


ported and  exported  for  nine  months,  ending  30th 
June  last,  as  taken  from  the  custom-house  returns 
— by  which  it  appears  that  the  export  of  specie, 
during  that  period,  has  exceeded  the  import  some- 
thing over  eight  millions  of  dollars.  This  statement 
is  followed  by  a communication,  with  the  signature 
“T,”  in  which  the  writer  appears  to  consider  this 
fact  as  conclusive  evidence  that  the  trade  of  the 
country,  and  the  country  with  it,  are  on  the  road! 
to  ruin— and  in  which  he  triumphantly  calls  on  the 
merchants  to  answ'er  the  following  questions: 

“When  a country  exports  more  specie  than  it 
imports,  is  this  no  evidence  of  a favorable  or  unfa- 
vorable comnierce?” 

“Is  a rate  of  exchange,  13  per  cent,  above  par, 
advantageous,  or  otherwise,  to  the  operations  of 
commerce?” 

“Do  these  causes,  combined,  or  either  of  them, 
separately,  promote  or  retard  the  prosperity  of  the 
country?” 

His  appeal  is  so  urgent,  and  seems  the  result  of 
a belief  in  his  own  views  «o  sincere,  that  I canndt, 
in  charity,  refuse  him — and,  in  accepting  his  “invi- 
tation,” shall  not  desire  so  much  to  be  “pithy,”  as 
to  the  purpose. 

To  the  first  question,  then,  I answer,  that  the  fact 
of  an  exportation  of  specie  greater  than  the  impor- 
tation, is  not,  in  itself,  a decisive  criterion  by  which 
to  determine  whether  the  trade  of  a country  is  pros- 
perous or  otherwise,  as  it  may  take  place  during 
either:  but  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that,  as  it 
respects  this  country,  it  is  presumptirte  evidence  of 
a prosperous  commerce — that  is  to  say,  though  a bad 
trade  checks  exportation,  a prosperous  trade  pro- 
motes it. 

By  the  official  treasury  report  of  exports  for  the 
year  ending  30th  September,  1821,  it  appears  that 
10,477,000  dollars,  in  specie,  were  exported  during 
the  year— of  which  7,900,000,  (upwards  of  three- 
fourths),  were  to  ports  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  Now,  as  it  is  perfectly  notorious  that  no 
credit  is  given  in  any  part  of  that  trade,  this  whole 
export  must  have  been  made  on  new  adventures, 
for  the  purchase  of  commodities— a part  for  our  own 
consumption,  but  the  greater  part  to  be  sold  in 
Europe.  The  whole  motive  to  these  adventures 
was  profit — the  returns  come  into  the  trade  of  the 
present  year.  The  greater  part  of  these  voyages 
have  been  profitable,  a part  have  been  otlierwise — 
it  is  the  course  of  trade;  but,  as  1 said  before,  it  is 
strong  presumptive  evidence  of  the  general  success 
of  this  trade — at  any  rate,  it  is  absolute  evidence 
that  the/>re5eni  prospect  is  considered  good,  that  so 
much  has  gone  into  it  the  present  year;  for  it  will 
be  found  that  the  greater  part  of  this  eight  millions 
is  on  the  same  track.  I have  taken  the  example  of 
this  trade  as  placing  the  subject  in  a strong  light. 
But  I contend  that  the  same  reasoning  will  apply  fo 
the  exportation  of  specie  generally. 

A certain  quantity  of  specie  is  necessary  to  sup- 
ply the  circulating  medium — or,  rather,  to  support 
the  credit  and  serve  as  the  standard  of  value  of  our 
bank  notes:  all  beyond  that  is  useless  surplussage. 
It  will  be  found,  on  examination,  that  the  accumu- 
lation of  specie  in  this  country,  has  always  followed 
a stagnation  of  trade;  and  that  the  revival  of  trade 
has  alw.ays  been  the  signal  to  set  this  accumulation 
afloat,  in  search  of  profitable  employment.  As  evi- 
dence of  this,  1 give  the  following  statements  froai 
the  official  returns  of  the  banks  in  Boston,  made  up 
on  the  first  of  January  of  the  respective  years,  and 
exliibiting  the  aggregate  amount  of  specie  in  tlTeir 
; vaults  at  that  tirte  in  each  year,  viz. 
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January,  1814, 
1818, 

1819, 

1820, 
1821, 
1822, 


4.898.000  dollars. 

630.000 

541.000 

978.000 

2.434.000 

937.000 


There  can  be  no  doubt  an  examination  of  the  .si- 
tuation of  the  banks  in  the  commercial  citie.s,  at  tlie| 
same  periods,  would  give  nearly  similar  results,! 
with  the  exception  of  the  iirst,  in  1814— in  refer- 
ence  to  which  they  were  affected  by  large  loans  to  j 
government,  I quote  that  period  to  shew  the  natural 
effect  of  an  anmhilalitm  of  trade;  lor,  at  that  period, 
the  grass  was  literally  growing  on  our  wharves.  A 
prosperous  trade,  after  the  peace,  soon  dispersed 
this  unprofitable  hoard.  But  ma.  k the  effect  of  the 
disastrous  year  1819— early  in  this  year,  owing  to 
causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  now  to  consider, 
and  about  which  there  is  a great  diversity  of  opi- 
nion, a commercial  convulsion  paralyzed  the  com- 
merce of  Europe,  and  eventually  aifected  the  trade 
of  every  part  of  the  world.  The  average  reduction 
in  the  value  of  commercial  products  that  year,  has 
been  estimated  in  Europe  at 40  percent.  The  ef 
feet  on  the  trade  of  this  country  was  severe— and, 
when  to  this  effect  was  added  that  produced  by  the 
bursting  of  the  bubble  of  a paper  currency,  dread- 
fully  so.  From  this  paralysis  the  commerce  of  Eu- 
rope is  now  slowly  recovering  — its  elfects  are  still 
visible.  Our  commerce  is  more  elastic,  and  has 
recovered  more  rapidly.  The  home  trade  may  now 
be  considered  sound  and  prosperous — that  connect- 
ed with  European  markets  is  somewhat  cramped 
by  their  inactivity.  It  will  be  seen,  by  the  foregoing 
statement,  that  the  first  effect  of  this  revulsion  of 
1819,  was  to  withdraw  our  fui^dsft  om  the  unprofit 
able  field  of  commerce— to  lock  them  up  in  the 
vaults  oftour  banks,  where  they  continued  to  accu- 
mulate, during  the  year  1820,  in  unprofitable  idle- 
ness? in  1821  our  merchants  again  ventured  cauti- 
ously abroad,  and  the  fact,  tiiat  they  have  this  year 
put  in  motion  our  whole  surplus  specie  capital,  is 
evidence  that  they  find  the  field  of  commerce  profit- 
able and  tempting.  It  is  certainly  true  that  this  temp- 
tation may  be  so  great  as  to  cause  exportation  to  a 
degree  inconvenient  to  the  mercantile  community, 
in  consequehce  of  a sudden  reduction  in  the  circu- 
lating medium.  Thus  the  specie  in  our  banks  was 
reduced,  on  the  first  June  last,  to  430,000  dollars. 
A severe  ptessui’e  for  money  was  the  consequence, 
but  it  continued  scarcely  a month.  The  effect  of 
these  occasional  periods  of  pressure  is  salutary— 
they  keep  the  currency  sound,  and  purify  the  com- 
mercial atmosphere. 

I come  now  to  the  second  inquiry  of  your  corres- 
pendent — whether  a rate  of  exchange,  13  per  cent, 
above  par,  is  advantageous  or  otherwise?  As  it  is 
utterly  impossible,  in  a time  of  peace,  when  insur- 
ance on  specie  can  be  effected  at  one  percent,  pre- 
mium, that  such  a rate  of  exchange,  with  England, 
can  exist,  I can  answer  the  question  in  no  other 
way  than  by  shewing  the  actual  state  of  our  ex- 
change with  that  country,  and  ranking  such  re- 
marks as  the  subject  suggests.  The  par  of  exchange 
between  two  countries  can  only  be  ascertained  by 
ascertaining  the  quantity  of  the  precious  metals 
represented  by  their  respective  currencies.  The 
currency  of  Great  Britain  is  gold  only — silver  is 
there  mere  merchandise,  fluctuating  in  value:  our 
currency  is,  nominally^  either  gold  or  silver — but,  in 
/flcf,  atthe  present  time,  silver  only:  there  is,  there- 
fore, uo  absolute  par  between  two  currencies,  one 
consisting  of  gold  the  other  of  silver,  inasmuch  as 
there  is  no  fixed  proportion  between  the  two  me- 


tals. The  only  mode  of  ascertaining  the  real  par 
of  exchange,  in  such  circumstmees,  is  to  take  a 
given  quantity  of  the  metal  represented  in  the  cur- 
rency of  one  country  and  compare  it  with  the  par 
of  the  same  quantity  of  the  same  melulin  the  other, 
'I'hus,  by  our  standard,  silver  is  current  at  the  rate 
of  117  cents  per  ounce — whether  our  own  coinage, 
Spanish  or  French.  The  present  price  of  silver, 
(Spanish  dollars),  in  England,  is  and  has  longoeen 
46’  9d.  sterling  per  ounce. 

100  ox.  of  silver,  uiili  us,  ;ire  wortli  n?  dollars. 

100  o;;.  do.  ill  London,  at  -L'-  9d.  per  oz.  L.2i  15  0 sterl. 
£23  15s.  at  g4.93  per  p;>una  sleiling,  amounis  to 
gllG.97 — of  course,  §4.93,  or,  as  near  as  may  be, 
11  per  cent,  above  nominal  par,  is  the  true  par  of 
exchange  on  London.  As  Spanisii  dollars,  the  spe- 
cies of  silver  quoted  in  I.ondon,  bear  a premium 
here  over  other  silver,  it  is  proper  to  add  that  pre- 
mium in  this  comparison.  I have  100  oz.  of  Spanish 
dollars,  worth  117  dollars — add  premium,  1^  per 
cent,  or  ^1.75,  is  gll8.75:  I go  into  the  market 
with  this  money  and  buy  a bill  of  exchange,  at  the 
present  price,  ^5  per  pound  sterling,  or  12,-^  per 
cent,  advance;  it  will  buy  me  a bill  for  £23  15s. 
steiling,  which  will  buy  me  in  London  precisely 
the  100  oz.  of  Spanish  dollars  with  which  1 began 
the  operation.  This  shews  conclusively  that  bills 
on  London  are  not,  at  tlie  present  Uioment,  above 
the  true  par  of  exchange.  The  price  of  silver, (Spa- 
nish dollars),  has  fluctuated  in  England,  for  the  last 
six  or  nine  months,  from  4s.  9d.  to  4s.  9^d.  per  oz.; 
the  rate  of  exchange,  during  the  same  period,  has 
fluctuated,  in  the  United  States,  from  9 to  13  per 
cent,  'I'he  probability  is,  that  the  average  has  been 
rather  below  than  above  the  real  par.*  It  is  true, 
the  comparative  value  of  gold  and  silver  is  unusual 
— it  has  usually  been  as  15  or  15^  to  1;  it  is  now,  in 
England,  as  16-*-  to  1.  This  is  sufficiently  accounted 
for  by  the  circumstance  of  the  bank  of  England  pre- 
paring to  resume  specie  payments — it  became  ne- 
cessary  to  at^ract  gold  to  England.  She  has  done  it, 
and  partly,  by  giving  an  unusual  proportion  of  silver 
in  exchange  for  it.  She  has  thus  got  possession  of 
all  our  gold,  which  was  necessary  to  her,  and  given 
us,  in  exchange,  an  extra  quantity  of  silver,  which 
is  equally  useful  to  us.  The  bank  of  England  hav- 
ing now  got  her  full  supply  of  gold,  it  is  probable 
that  the  price  of  silver  will  gradually  rise  in  Eng- 
land; in  wiiich  case  bills  on  England  will  fall  here, 
pari  passu — we  shall  get  back  our  gold  for  less  sil- 
ver than  we  have  received  for  it.  In  fact,  if  your 
correspondent  will  leave  the  merchants  to  manage 
their  affairs  in  their  own  way,  he  need  feel  very 
little  apprehension  for  the  community — ruin  cannot 
approacli  the  community  from  without,  but  by  first 
ruining  the  merchants;  and  they  will  look  out  pret- 
ty well  for  themselves.  It  is  true,  they  make  mis- 
takes now  and  then — as  tliis  year,  in  giving  the 
planters  so  much  more  for  their  cotton  and  tobacco 
than  they  proved  to  be  worth — but  this  was  no  fault 
of  our  present  system  of  free  trade.  It  would  be 
amusing,  to  be  sure,  if  we  should  abandon  the  sys- 
tem at  the  very  moment  that  our  success  is  making 
converts  to  il  in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  when 
the  rapid  extension  of  our  manufactures  proves  it 
to  be  equally  favorable  to  them  as  to  commerce. 

* Since  making  this  calculation,  1 find  that,  al- 
though French  crowns  are  current,  by  law,  at  1F7 
cents  per  ounce,  Spanish  dollars  and  our  own  silver 
coins  are  worth  a fraction  less  than  116  cents  per 
ounce — this  will  vary  this  calculation  about  one  per 
cent. — of  course,  the  present  rate  of  exchange  on 
England  may  be  considered  one  per  cent,  above 
par. 
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Ycur  correspondent  is  desirous  to  discontinue  the 
credits  given  on  the  duties  on  goods  imported;  the 
policy  of  givirvg  credit  on  the  duties  rests  on  the 
same  principle  which  induces  the  individual  mer- 
chants to  give  credit  on  tlu*ir  merchandize;  arous 
ing  competition  and  the  equalization  ofprofiis.  Hy 
making  duties  payable  in  cash,  you  coniine  impor- 
tation to  a smaller  number — the  rich  merchants; 
by  doing  so,  it  is  not  probable  you  will  increase  the 
revenue  or  reduce  the  price  of  commodities.  On 
tiie  whole,  1 apprehend  your  correspondent  may 
venture  to  bear  things  as  they  are  another  year. 

A iMKuraAiST. 

Jloslon,  December  9,  1822. 

uK^TiAL  nomin’atioit.  Thc  following  is  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  had  in  Kentucky,  allud- 
ed to  ir  the  last  HrorsTm. 

F<  inihf'fjriy  JYov.  18,  1822.  At  a meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  senate  and  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, composing  the  general  assembly  of  the 
state  of  Ky  convened  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
respective  houses  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, agreeably  to  a previous  notice,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  propriety 
of  recommending  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
some  suitable  person  to  till  the  office  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  present  presidential  term,  JVilliam  T.  Barry 
was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Thomas  Speed  appoint- 
ed secretary  to  the  meeting,  when  the  following  re- 
solution and  address  were  offered  for  consideration 
by  George  Roberlso?i: 

Resolved,  That  Hknrt  Csat,  late  speaker  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States,  be 
recommerded  as  a suitable  person  to  succeed  James 
JMonroe  as  president  thereof. 

In  respectfully  inviting  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple nf  the  United  States  to  a citizen  of  Kentuefey, 
as  a tit  person  to  fill  the  highest  office  in  their  gift, 
that  portion  of  tlie  citizens  of  Kentucky  nowassem- 
bleci,  will  not  conceal  that  they  entertain  a warm 
afiection  for,  and  a strong  confidence  in,  their  dis- 
tinguished fellow-citizen  whom  they  have  ventured 
to  propose;  nor  deny  that  they  think  the  time  has 
arrived,  when  the  people  of  the  west  may,  with 
some  confidence,  appeal  to  the  magnanimity 
of  the  whole  union,  for  a favorable  consideration  of 
their  equal  and  just  claim  to  a fair  participation  in 
the  executive  government  of  these  states.  Sec- 
tional motives  they  are  ready  freely  to  admit,  ought 
not  to  have  a predominant  influence  in  the  choice 
of  a chief  magistrate:  But  it  cannot  be  disguised  that 
they  ever  must  have  some  weight,  until  that  senti- 
ment  shall  be  eradicated  from  the  human  breast, 
which  attaches  man  most  to  those  whom  he  knows 
best,  and  to  the  objects  which  are  nearest  and  dear- 
est to  him.  It  is  not,  however,  alone,  nor  princi- 
pally, upon  considerations  merely  local  or  personal, 
but  on  those  of  a much  more  liberal  and  elevated 
character,  that  they  rest  the  pretensions  of  the  in- 
dividual whom  they  now  recommend:  For  they  be- 
lieve, without  disparaging,  in  the  smallest  degree, 
the  very  great  and  acknowledged  merits  of  the 
other  illustrious  men,  to  whom  public  attention  has 
lately  been  directed,  that,  throughout  his  whole 
public  career,  no  American  statesman  has  been  less 
actuated  by  narrow  or  selfish  impulses,  and  that  he 
yields  to  none  in  eminent  services,  in  distinguished 
ability,  in  political  rectitude  and  virtue,  nor  in  libe- 
ral and  enlarged  views  of  national  policy. 

In  presenting  him,  therefore,  to  the  consideration 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  they  think  they  are  autho- 
rized to  believe,  that  they  have  consulted  the  best 


interests  of  the  whole  union,  as  well  as  the  feelings 
and  interests  of  the  west,  and  that  thet^may  be  al- 
lowed to  hope  that  his  strong  claims  to  thc  confi- 
dence and  approbation  of  his  country,  will  be  pro- 
perly appreciated,  and  his  talents  and  public  ser- 
vices justly  rewarded. 

Ami,  on  the  question  being  put  thereon,  tliesaid 
resolution  ami  address  were  unanimously  adopted. 

W.  r.  BAtlRY,  cliairman. 

Attest,  Thomas  Speed,  Sccretai}'. 

(Xj'A  meeting  of  tlie  legislature  of  Missouri  has 
been  held  in  like  manner,  at  which  it  was,  also, 
agreed  to  recommend  .Mr  Clay. 

I.,A\v  CASKS.  During  the  late  term  nf  the  district 
court  of  tile  U.  States,  held  at  Corydon,  Indiana, 
judgment  was  rendered  in  favor  of  the  government 
against  Nattianiel  F.wing,  pension  agent,  for  11,313 
dollars.  .Indginents  w'ere  also  obtained  against 
the  following  individuals,  at  the  instance  of  the 
post  master  general,  viz:  Ansel  Wood  and  others, 
gl72  22 — .loliM  Roads  and  others,  g28  88 — William 
Williams  and  others,  §80  60 — Josliua  Harlan  ami 
others,  §416  62— David  F.  Sacket  and  others, 
§282  06 — James  Lemon  and  others,  §400  19 — John 
1).  Hay  and  others,  §42  22 — William  Boon  and 
others,  §53  08 — William  Williams  and  others 
§22  55.  \^Ivenlucky  Reporter. 

The  federal  court  of  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  was 
engaged,  for  two  or  three  days,  in  the  second  week 
of  November,  in  trying  a cause  between  the  United 
States  and  the  col.  .lohnsons.  The  government 
claimed  §260,000,  for  which  they  instituted  suit. 
The  col.  Johnsons  produced  set  offs  until  they  li- 
quidated the  claim  and  brought  the  government 
§13,000  in  debt,  rubich  the  jury  allowed.  These  are 
the  claims  for  supplies  and  steam  boats  for  the  Mis- 
souri expedition,  which  were  refused  by  the  war 
department  and  rejected  by  congress.— AatC  Guz. 

State  ok  Spatx.  From  the  JYational  hiteliigencer. 
Mr.  Samuel  Alvey,  of  Baltimore,  has  recemly  arriv- 
ed in  this  country  from  Spain,  and  is  at  present  m 
this  city.  He  is  the  gentleman  who  was  severely 
wounded  by  the  insurgents  at  Madrid,  on  the  7tli 
July  last,  and  the  same  who  was  robbed  of  despatch- 
es from  Mr.  Forsyth,  to  this  g’overnment,  by  a gue- 
rilla party,  when  on  his  way  frem  Madrid  to  Bay- 
onne. 

From  our  conversation  with  him,  we  learn  that 
our  accounts  of  the  intestine  wars  of  Spain  give 
us  wrong  impressions  of  its  actual  situation,  '[’he 
constitutional  government  is  strongly  established, 
nothing  seriously  moved  by  the  predatory  excur- 
sions of  guerilla  bands,  which,  it  is  said,  often  retire 
within  Jthe  French  boundary,  and  are  suffered  to 
go  and  come  without  molestation  by  the  Frencli 
troops,  which  line  that  border.  At  Bayonne,  it 
was  known  that,  notwitlistanding  the  rigid  quaran- 
tine observed  at  the  lazarettos,  on  the  frontiers,  by 
the  French  government,  and  that  the  violation  of 
the  sanitary  laws  was  subject  to  the  heaviest  pu- 
nishment, even  that  of  death,  the  cordon  samtaire 
admitted  the  insurgents  of  the  army  de  fe,  anti  con- 
stitutional, without  performing  any  quarantine 
whatever.  They  were  provided  with  particular 
passports  that  enabled  them  to  proceed  to  any  part 
of  France  they  chose,  for  the  purpose  of  purchas- 
ing arms  and  equippage  for  their  treasonable  pro- 
jects. Three  bishops  were  in  Bayonne,  with  their 
secretaries,  and  surrounded  by  priests  and  i'riars, 
admitted  without  being  detained  a s ngle  moment 
in  quarantine.  These  members  of  the  upostohe 
army,  were  publicly  pu.vc!iasing  arms  and  a.nmuuiv 
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tion,  and  sending*  them  both  by  water  and  land  to 
the  peninsula. 

We  learn  from  the  same  gentleman,  that  Mr.  Oba- 
iliah  liichy  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Valencia, 
has  got  possession  of  the  original  manuscript  of  Co- 
lumbus’s account  of  his  first  voyage  to  America. 
It  is  to  be  translated  and  published  in  English  and 
in  Spanish;  after  which,  it  is  expected  the  original 
will  be  transmitted  for  deposite  in  the  capitol,  or 
among  the  archives  of  the  United  States. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

Spain.  Tt  is  now  stated  that  France  has  given 
notice  to  the  two  emperors  that  she  cannot  partici- 
pate  in  a war  against  Spain,  nor  suffer  the  passage 
of  troops  through  her  territory — and  it  is  strongly 
reported  that  England  has  declared  a determination 
to  resist  any  attempt  to  invade  the  peninsula!  If 
these  Udngs  are  true,  the  ‘holy  alliance’  will  hardly 
meddle  with  the  affairs  of  Spain  and  Portugal;  yet 
these  are  making  all  possible  preparation  for  the 
preservation  of  their  liberties.  'Phe  French  corps 
on  the  frontier  is  now  called  the  “army  of  observa- 
tion,” and  a Barcelona  paper,  of  October  13,  no- 
ticing the  arrival  of  a French  frigate,  demands — 
« — What  does  this  French  ship  wRnt  with  us?  We 
cannot  tell.  We  only  know  that  her  commander 
took  the  liberty  to  ask  several  untimely,  as  well  as 
impertinent  questions.  What  would  the  French 
ultras  say,  if  one  of  our  vessels  should  arrive  to- 
morrow at  Toulon,  inquiring  ‘Who  commands  here? 
Louis  XVIII,  Napoleon  II,  or  the  republicans?’  ” 

Colombia.  The  Sapphire  sloop  of  28  guns,  now 
called,*  the  New  Orleans,  and  the  Musquito  brig  of 
war,  both  purchased  by  the  Colombian  minister  in 
England,  have  arrived  at  Laguira— these,  with  the 
Bolivar,  commanded  by  com.  Daniels,  must  secure 
to  the  patriots  a naval  superiority.  The  Spanish 
frigate  Ligera  and  brig  Hercules  were  at  Curracoa, 
repairing. 

In  the  Pacific  the  American  flag  is  much  respect- 
ed; owing,  perhaps,  very  much  to  the  presence  of 
the  Franklin  and  the  good  conduct  of  corn.  Stewart. 
He  has  built  two  small  schooners  and  armed  and 
manned  them,  to  assist  in  his  operations. 

The  Chifian  congress  was  in  session  early  in 
Sept.  last.  O’lliggins  had  resigned  the  director- 
ship, but  was  re-clectcd  for  5 years. 

It  is  reported  that  La  Serna,  at  the  liead  of  the 
royalists  in  Peru,  has  declared  himself  independent 
of  Spain;  and  it  was  thought  that  he  would  drive 
San  Martin  from  Lima,  and  possess  hirnself  of  Peru, 
being  very  popular.  Flour  at  Lima  was  ^50  per 
barrel — at  Guayaquil  the  ])i'ice  was  sixty  Jive  doUursI 

The  city  of  Cartagna,  that  contained  12,000  inha- 
bitants, has  been  destroyed  by  an  earthquake — 
not  a house  was  left  standing,  but  not  one  life 
was  lost!  It  is  said  that  a vast  quantity  of  gold  and 
silver,  brought  to  view  by  the  earthquake,  has  been 
discovered  by  the  people. 


Ghent  Negociators. 

TO  THE  EDITORS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

Lexington,  16th  Nov.  1822. 

Gentlemen:  I have  witnessed,  with  very  great  re- 
gret, the  unhappy  controversy  which  has  arisen  be- 
tween two  of  my  late  colleagues  at  Ghent.  In  the 
course  of  the  several  publications,  of  whicli  it  has 
been  the  occasion,  and  particularly  in  the  appen- 
dix to  a phamphlet  which  has  been  recently  pub. 
lished  by  the  honorable  John  Q.  Adams,  1 think 
there  are  some  errors,  (no  doubt  unintentional), 
both  as  to  matters  of  fad  and  matters  of  opinion, 


in  regard  to  tlie  transactions  of  (ilitnt,  relating  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  ami  certain  liuer- 
ties  claimed  by  the  United  Slates  in  the  fisheries, 
and  to  the  part  which  I bore  in  tlwse  transactions. 
These  important  interests  are  now  well  secured, 
and,  as  it  respects  that  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, left,  as  it  ought  to  be,  on  the  same  linn  fool- 
ing with  the  navigation  ol  all  the  otlier  rivers  of  tlie 
confederacy,  the  hope  may  be  conffdently  cherish- 
ed, that  it  will  never  hereafter  be  deemed  even  a lit. 
subject  of  negocialion  with  any  foreign  power.  An 
account,  therefore,  of  what  occurred  in  the  nego- 
ciations  at  Ghent,  on  these  two  subjects,  is  not,  per- 
haps, necessary  to  the  present  or  future  security  of 
any  of  the  rights  of  the  nation,  and  is  only  inte- 
resting us  appertaining  to  its  past  history.  With 
these  impressions,  and  being  extremely  unwilling 
to  present  myself,  at  any  time,  before  the  public,  I 
had  almost  resolved  to  remain  silent,  and  thus  ex- 
pose myself  to  the  inference  of  an  acquiescence  m 
the  correctness  of  all  the  statements  made  by  both 
my  colleagues;  but  I have,  on  more  reflection, 
thought  that  it  may  be  expected  of  me,  and  be  con- 
sidered as  a duty  on  my  part,  to  contribute  all  in 
my  power  towards  a full  and  faithful  understanding 
of  tlie  transactions  referred  to.  Under  this  convic- 
tion, 1 will,  at  some  time  more  propitious  than  the 
presentto  calm  and  dispassionate  consideration,  and 
when  there  can  be  no  misinterpretation  of  motives, 
lay  before  the  public  a narrative  of  those  transac- 
tions as  1 understood  them.  I will  not,  at  this  time,  be 
even  provoked,  (it  would,  at  any  time,  be  inexpres- 
sibly painlul  to  me,  to  find  it  necessary),  to  enter 
the  field  of  disputation,  with  either  of  my  late  col- 
leagues. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  official  correspondence  at 
Ghent,  which  had  not  been  communicated  to  the 
public,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  prior 
to  the  last  session  of  congress,  I certainly  knew  of 
no  public  considerations  requiring  it  to  be  with- 
held from  general  inspection.  But  I had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  intention  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Floyd 
to  call  for  it,  nor  of  the  cal!  itself,  through  the 
house  of  representatives,  until  I sav,’-  it  announced 
in  the  public  prints.  Nor  had  I any  knowledge  of 
the  subsequent  call  which  was  made  for  the  letter 
of  the  honoruble  Mr.  Ru-^sell,  or  tlie  intention  to 
make  it,  until  1 derived  it  through  the  same  chan- 
nel. 

I will  thank  you  to  publisli  this  note  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  and  to  accept  assur;ince8  of  the 
high  respect  of  vour  obedient  servant, 

li.  CLAY. 

TO  THE  EUITOUS  OK  THE  NATIONAL  1 NTELLl GENCEH . 

Gentlemen: — In  your  paper  of  yesterday  I have 
observed  a note  from  Mr.  Henry  Clay,  which  re- 
'quires  some  notice  from  me. 

After  expressing  the  regret  of  the  writer  at  the 
unhappy  controversy  which  has  arisen  between  two 
of  his  late  colleagues  at  Ghent,  it  proceeds  to  say, 
that,  in  the  course  of  the  several  publications,  of 
which  it  has  been  the  occasion,  and  particularly  in 
the  appendix  to  the  pamphlet  recently  published  by 
me,  “he  thinks  there  are  some  errors,  (no  doubt 
unintentional),  both  as  to  matters  of  fact  and  matters 
of  opinion,  in  regard  to  the  tran^ctions  at  Ghent, 
relating  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
certain  liberties  claimedhy  the  United  States  in  tfie 
fisheries,  and  to  the  part  which  he  bore  in  those 
transactions.” 

Concurring  with  Mr.  Clay  in  the  regret  that  the 
controversy  should  ever  have  arisen,  1 have  only  to 
find  consolation  in  Hie  reflection  that,  from  the  se$d 
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time  of  1814  to  tlie  harvest  of  1822,  the  contest  was 
never  of  my  seeking,  and  that,  since  I have  been 
drawn  into  it,  whatever  I have  said,  written  or  done 
in  it,  has  been  in  the  face  of  day,  and  under  tlie  re- 
sponsibility of  my  name. 

Had  Mr,  Clay  thought  it  advisable  now  to  specify 
any  error  of  fact  or  of  imputed  opinion  which  he 
thinks  is  contained  in  the  appendix  to  my  pamph- 
let, or  in  any  other  part  of  my  share  in  the  publica- 
tion, it  would  have  given  me  great  pleasure  to  rec- 
tify, by  candid  acknowledgment,  any  such  error, 
of  which,  by  the  light  that  he  would  have  shed  on 
the  subject,  I should  have  been  convinced.  At 
whatever  period  hereafter  he  shall  deem  the  ac- 
cepted time  has  come,  to  publish  his  promised  nar- 
rative, 1 shall,  if  yet  living,  be  ready,  with  equal 
cheerfulness,  to  acknowledge  indicated  error,  and 
to  vindicate  contested  truth. 

13ut  as,  by  the  adjournment  of  that  publication  to 
a period  “more  propitious  than  the  present  to  calm 
“ and  dispassionate  consideration,  and  -tthen  there 
“ CU71  be  no  misinterpretation  of  motives,^*  it  may 
chance  to  be  postponed  until  both  of  us  shall  have 
been  summoned  to  account  for  all  our  errors  before 
a higher  tribunal  than  that  of  our  countr}',  I feel 
myself  now  called  upon  to  say,  that,  let  the  appro- 
])riate  dispositions,  when  and  how  they  will,  ex- 
pose the  open  day  and  secret  night  of  the  transac- 
tions at  Client,  the  statements,  both  of  fact  and 
opinion,  in  the  papers  which  I have  written  and 
published,  in  relation  to  this  controversy,  will,  in 
every  particular,  essential  or  important  to  the  inte- 
rest  of  the  nation,  or  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Clay, 
be  found  to  abide  unshaken  the  lest  of  human  scru- 
tiny, of  talents,  and  of  time. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

TFiishuigton,  IBth  Dec.  1822. 


lateresting  Corrcispondeiicc. 

FROM  TUK  CIIBISTIAX  REGISTER.  ♦ 

The  following  letters  have  been  obtained  by  so- 
licitation; and  are  sent  to  the  press  by  the  permis- 
sion of  their  venerable  authors.  The  character, 
standing,  and  age  cf  the  Writers,  the  one  in  his 
eightieth,  the  other  in  his  eighty-seventh  year, 
give  them  peculiar  interest,  and  they  cannot  fail  to 
be  read  with  great  pleasure.  It  is  delightful  to 
witness  this  kind  of  correspondence  between  these 
two  distinguished  men,  the  asperities  of  party  by 
which  they  were  at  one  time  separated,  worn  down, 
and  nothing  remaining  but  the  interchange  of  sen- 
timents of  unfeigned  kindness  and  respect.  It  is 
charming  to  see  an  old  age  like  this,  retaining, 
even  under  its  decaysand  inlirmities,the  intellectual 
vigor  unimpaired;  and  displaying,  amidst  its  snows, 
the  greenness  and  freshness  of  the  summer  of  life. 
It  is  an  enviable  and  privileged  height  to  which 
these  great  men  have  attained;  from  which  they 
are  permitted  to  look  down  upon  an  extensive  and 
eminently  happy  country,  enjoying  the  fruit  of 
their  labors  and  sacrifices,  more  than  realizing 
their  boldest  anticipations;  and  regarding  them 
with  that  gratitude  and  respect  to  which  their  mag- 
j^nimity  and  distinguished  patriotism  so  emphati- 
cally entitle  them. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  was  written  soon  af- 
ter  an  attack  upon  him  by  the  “Native  of  Virginia;” 
a?id  when  there  was  a strong  expectation  of  a war 
between  Russia  and  Turkey:  this  will  explain  some 
allusions  in  them.  C. 

FROM  MR.  JEFFERSON  TO  MR.  ADAMS. 

Monti celloy  June  1, 1822. 

U is  very  long,  my  dear  sir,  since  I have  v/ritten 


to  you.  My  dislocated  wrist  is  now  become  so  slifi* 
that  1 wTite  slowly,  and  with  pain;  and,  therefore, 
write  as  little  as  1 can.  Yet  it  is  due  to  mutual  friend- 
ship to  ask  once  in  a while  bow  we  do?  The  pa- 
pers tell  us  that  general  Starke  is  off  at  the  age  of 
ninety-three — * * * * * gtju  lives,  at  .about  the 
same  age,  cheerful,  slender  as  a grasshopper,  and 
so  much  without  ipemory  that  he  scarcely  recog- 
nises the  members  of  his  household.  An  intimate 
friend  of  his  called  on  him  not  long  since.  It  was 
difficult  to  make  him  recollect  who  he  was,  and 
sitting  one  hour,  he  told  him  the  same  story  four 
times  over.  Is  thislife?— with  laboring  step 

To  treat!  our  former  footsteps?  pace  the  round 

Eternal?— to  beat  and  beat 

The  beaten  track— to  see  what  we  have  seen— 

To  taste  the  tasted— o’er  our  palates  to  decant 
Another  vintage? 

It  is,  at  most,  but  the  life  of  a cabbage,  surely 
not  worth  a wish.  When  all  our  faculties  have 
left,  or  are  leaving  us,  one  by  one,  sight,  hearing, 
memory,  every  avenue  of  pleasing  sensation  is  clos- 
ed, and  athumy,  debility,  andnnal-aise  left  in  their 
places,  when  the  friends  of  our  youth  are  all  gone, 
and  a generation  is  risen  around  us  whom  we  know 
not,  is  death  an  evil? 

Wlien  one  by  one  our  ties  are  torn, 

And  ti-iend  from  friend  is  snatch’d  forlorn; 

When  man  is  left  alone  to  mourn, 

Oh,  then,  how  sweet  it  is  to  die! 

When  trembling  limbs  refuse  their  weight. 

And  films  slow  gathering  dim  the  sight; 

When  clouds  obscure  the  mental  light, 

’Tis  nature’s  kindest  boon  to  die! 

I really  think  SO.  I have  ever  dreaded  a doting 
old  age;  and  my  health  has  been  generally  so  good, 
and  is  now  so  good,  that  I dread  it  still.  The  ra- 
pid decline  of  my  strength  during  the  last  winter 
has  made  me  hope  sometimes  that  I see  land. — 
During  summer,  1 enjoy  its  temperature,  but  I 
shudder  at  the  approach  of  winter,  and  wish  I 
could  sleep  through  it  with  the  dormouse,  and  only 
wake  with  him  in  spring,  if  ever. — They  say  that 
Starke  could  walk  about  his  room.  I am  told  you 
walk  well  and  firmly.  I can  only  reach  my  garden, 
and  that  with  sensible  fatigue.  I ride,  however, 
daily,  but  reading  is  my  delight.  I should  wish 
never  to  put  pen  to  paper;  and  the  more  because 
of  the  treacherous  practice  some  people  have  of 
publishing  one’s  letters  without  leave.  Lord  .Mans- 
field declared  it  a breach  of  trust,  and  punishable 
at  law.  I think  it  sliould  be  a penitentiary  felony; 
yet  you  will  have  seen  that  they  have  drawn  me 
out  into  the  arena  of  the  newspapers.  Although 
I know  it  is  too  late  for  me  to  buckle  on  the  ar- 
mour of  youth,  yet  my  indignation  would  not  per- 
mit  me  passively  to  receive  the  kick  of  an  ass. 

To  turn  to  the  news  of  the  day,  it  seems  that 
the  cannibals  of  Europe  are  going  to  eating  one 
another  again.  A war  between  Russia  and  Turkey 
is  like  the  battle  of  the  kite  and  snake;  which  ever 
destroys  the  other,  leaves  a destroyer  the  less  for 
the  world.  This  pugnacious  humor  of  mankind 
seems  to  be  the  law  of  his  nature,  one  of  the  ob- 
Stacies  to  too  great  multiplication  provided  in  the 
mechanism  of  the  universe.  The  cocks  of  the  hen 
yard  kill  one  another;  bears,  bulls,  rams,  do  the 
same,  and  the  horse,  in  his  wild  state,  kills  all  tlie 
young  males,  until,  worn  down  with  age  and  war, 
some  vigorous  youth  kills  him.  *****  i hope  we 
shall  prove  how  much  happier  for  man  the  Quaker 
policy  is,  and  that  the  life  of  the  feeder  is  better 
than  that  of  the  figiUer:  and  it  is  some  consolation 
that  the  desolation  by  these  maniacs  of  one  part  of 
the  earth,  is  the  means  of  improving  it  in  otlier 
parts,  Let  the  latter  be  our  ollicc;  and  let  us  milk 
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the  cow,  while  the  Russian  holds  her  by  the  horns 
and  the  Turk  by  the  tail— God  bless  you  and  give 
you  healtli,  strength,  good  spirits,  and  as  much  of 
life  as  you  think  worth  having. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

MR.  ADAMS’  REPLY. 

jytontezillo,  June  11,  1822. 
D^ar  sir— Half  an  hour  ago  I received,  and  this 
moment  tiave  heard  read,  for  the  third  or  fourth 
time,  the  best  letter  that  ever  was  written  by  an 
Octogenarian,  dated  June  1st. 
■•'#»****»» 

I have  not  sprained  my  wrist;  but  both  my  arms 
and  hands  are  so  overstrained  that  I cannot  write 
line. — Poor  Starke  remembei'ed  nothing  and 
could  talk  of  nothing  bntthe  battle  of  Bennington. 
*****  is  not  quite  so  reduced. — 1 cannot  mount  my 
horse,  but  t can  walk  three  miles  over  a rugged 
rocky  mouhtain,  and  have  done  it  within  a month; 
yet  I feel,  when  sitting  in  my  chair,  as  if  I could  not 
rise  out  of  it;  and  when  risen,  as  if  I could  not 
walk  across  the  room;  my  sight  is  very  dim,  hear- 
ihg  pretty  good,  memory  poor  enough. 

I answer  your  queStion--is  death  an  evil? — It  is 
not  an  evil.  It  is  a blessing  to  the  individual,  and 
to  the  world;  yet  we  ought  not  to  wish  for  it  till 
life  becomes  insupportable.  We  must  wait  the 
pleasure  and  convenience  of  the  “Great  Teacher.” 
Winter  is  as  terrible  to  me  as  to  you.  I am  almost 
reduced  in  it  to  the  life  of  a bear  or  a torpid  swal- 
low. I cannot  read,  but  my  delight  is  to  hear  others 
' read;  and  I tax  all  my  friends  mo.«Bt  unmercifully 
and  lyranriically  against  their  consent. 

The  ass  has  kicked  in  vain;  all  then  say  the  dull 
animal  has  missed  the  mark. 

: This  globe  is  a theatre  of  war;  its  inhabitants  are 
all  heroes.  The  little  eels  in  vinegar,  and  the  ani- 
malcules in  pepper  water,  I believe,  are  quarrel- 
some. The  bees  are  as  warlike  as  the  Romans, 
Russians,  Britons,  or  Frenchmen.  Ants,  caterpil- 
lars and  cankerworms,  are  the  only  tribes  among 
whom  I have  not  seen  battles;  and  Heaven  itself,  if 
we  believe  Hindoos,  Jews,  Christians,  and  Maho- 
metans, has  riot  always  been  at  peace.  We  need 
not  trouble  ourselves  about  these  things,  nor  fret 
ourselves,  because  of  evil  doers;  but  safely  trust 
the  ‘Ruler  with  his  skies. ’ Nor  need  we  dread  the 
approach  of  dotage;  let  it  come,  if  it  must.  *****, 
it  seems,  still  delights  in  his  four  stories;  and  Starke 
remembered  to  the  last,  his  Bennington,  and  exult- 
ed in  his  glory;  the  worst  of  the  evil  is,  that  our 
friends  will  sufler  more  by  our  imbecility  than  we 
ourselves. 

* * * * * * 

In  wlsbing'for  your  health  and  happiness,  I am 
very  selfish;  for  I hope  for  more  letters;  this  is 
worth  more  than  five  hundred  dollars  to  me,  for  it 
has  already  given  me,  and  will  continue  to  give  me, 
more  pleasure  than  a thousand.  Mr.  Jay,  who  is 
about  your  age,  I am  told,  experiences  more  decay 
than  you  do.  ' I am,  your  old  friend, 
i JOHN  ADAMS. 

President  Jefferson. 


Northei’ii  Canal. 

rno:M:  the  new  york  statesman. 

Waterford^  2Sth  JVov.  1822.  On  this  day  the  last 
stone  of  the  Northern  or  Champlain  Canal  was  laid 
by  governor  Clinton,  president  of  the  board  of  ca- 
nal commissioners,  in  the  presense  of  a great  assem- 
blage of  people.  The  ceremony  was  solemn  and 
impressive.  Before  the  laying  of  the  stone  ti\e  pre- 


sident delivered  a short  address,  which  stated,  in 
substance,  that  he  proceeded,  with  great  pleasure, 
in  the  presence  of  his  assembled  fellow-citizens,  to 
consummate  a great  work  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  agriculture,  manufactures  and  commerce,  and 
connecting  the  waters  of  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence 
with  the  bay  of  New  York.  He  invoked  the  smiles 
of  the  Almighty  Father  of  the  universe  on  the  work 
and  the  occa.sion,  and  supplicated  the  realization 
of  all  the  blessing  anticipated  from  this  undertak- 
ing. I'he  stone  was  then  laid  amidst  the  acclama- 
tions  of  the  people,  and  a most  eloquent  prayer  was 
offered  to  the  throne  of  grace  by  the  rev.  Dr. 
Blatchford.  I'he  company  passed  in  two  boats, 
drawn  by  five  elegant  horses,  from  the  river  through 
a tier  of  three  locks  of  white  marble  and  excellent 
workmanship,  into  the  canal.  The  marble  was  pro- 
cured from  West  Chester  county,  and  is  firmly  ce- 
mented by  hydraulic  mortar,  made  of  northern  lime 
stone.  The  locks  are  of  11  feet  lift  each,  and  are 
almost  perfect  watertight.  Between  the  locks  there 
are  two  spacious  circular  basins  for  the  accommo- 
dations of  boats  passing  out  and  into  the  river, 
Waterford  is  the  head  of  sloop  and  boat  navigation 
of  the  Hudson,  and  the  northern  canal  is  now  finish- 
ed to  it;  indeed  it  has  already  been  navigated  by 
boats  of  transportation.  One  has  just  arrived  from 
Lake  Ontario  by  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Sorel  rivers 
and  Lake  Champlain;  and  I saw,  with  great  plea- 
sure, packages  and  boxes,  stowed  on  tfie  banks  of 
the  canal,  destined  for  Whitehall  and  Peru  in  Clin- 
ton county. 

As  the  iriiportance  of  this  canal  is  not  sufficiently 
appreciated,  nor  its  character  extensively  known, 
it  may  not  be  amiss  to  subjoin  a few  remarks,  which 
I have  derived  principally  from  the  enlightened 
acting  commissioner. 

From  Whitehall,  where  it  unites  with  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  to  Waterford,  v/here  it  finally  enters  the  Hud- 
son river,  the  distance  is  about  61  1-2  miles.  From 
Whitehall  to  fort  Edward,  there  are  19  miles  of  ca- 
nal, and  about  5 miles  of  the  waters  of  Wood  Creek. 

; In  this  space  there  are  10  locks;  3 at  Whitehall  to 
let  boats  down  into  the  lake;  3 at  Fort  Edward  for 
the  same  purpose  as  to  Ihe  Hudson  river;  about  half 
way  between  fort  Edward  and  Whitehall,  to  wit,  at 
fort  Ann  there  are  3 lock's,  which  descend  to  the 
level  of  Wood  Creek  and  Halfway  Brook.  These 
streams  unite  below  the  village,  and  feed  this  lower 
level  of  the  canal.  Some  short  distance  below  thi.s 
junction  there  is  a lock  recently'  located  and  made 
of  wood.  The  upper  level  of  the  canal  from  fort 
Edward  to  fort  Ann  is  supplied  by  the  Hudson — 
the  water  is  impelled  into  a feeder  by  a most  stu- 
pendous darn  of  30  feet  altitude,  erected  across  that 
river,  and  there  is  now  another  feeder  preparing  to 
run  from  above  Glen’s  falls,  and  to  pass  into  the  ca- 
nal north  of  Sandy  Hill,  which  will  also  serve  us  as 
an  auxiliary  canal,  to  convey  lumber  and  other  com- 
modities from  an  extensive  range  of  country  in  that 
direction. 

There  is  a striking  feature  in  the  geology  of  this 
rout,  which  deserves  a scrutinizing  examination  — 
It  appears  that  the  Hudson  river,  at  fort  Edward, 
which,  you  know,  is  below  Glen’s  and  Baker’s  falls, 
is  22  feet  higher  than  lake  GJiamplain.  There  is  a 
descent  of  5 feet  from  the  summit  level  at  fort  Ann, 
to  the  lake  at  Whitehall,  and  28  feet  to  the  river  at 
fort  Edward.  Forty  or  fifty  feet  high,  in  the  primi- 
tive rocks,  at  a place  called  the  Narrows,  in  Wood 
creek,  there  are  great  cavities  or  pots,  produced 
by  the  action  of  rotary  stones  under  the  power  of 
water  falling  perpendicillarly:  a critical  inspection 
of  these  lapideous  excavations  might  determine; 
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whether  the  Hudson  river  did  not,  previous  to  its 
rupture  of  the  great  barrier  at  the  liighlands,  di- 
verge to  the  north  in  this  direction.  From  the 
canal  at  fort  Edward  to  fort  Miller  Fills,  8 miles,  the 
river  is  used  in  lieu  of  the  canal,  and  is  kept  up  to 
the  requisite  altitude  by  a dam.  Uound  those  falls 
there  is  a short  canal  of  half  a mile,  which  unites 
again  with  the  river  by  two  locks;  the  river  is 
again  used  for  about  two  and  a half  miles,  and  then 
by  a dam  it  is  forced  into  a canal,  on  tlie  west  side, 
which  extends  about  miles,  to  Waterford.  This 
part  contains  six  looks,  and  at  Waterford  there  are 
tliree  more,  making  in  the  whole  extent  21  locks; 
45  miles  of  artificial  navigation,  and  15*  of  improv- 
ud  natural  navigation,  to  wit,  live  miles  of  Wood 
creek,  and  10  12  of  the  Hudson  river.  From  Wa- 
terford the  canal  proceeds  2j  miles  further  south, 
where  it  unites  its  waters  with  the  western  or  Erie 
canal,  after  crossing  the  Mohawk  river  by  a dam, 
and  which  river  is  thereby  put  into  requisition  as 
a feeder  for  the  nothern  canal,  in  both  a nothern 
and  southern  direction,  and  also  before  and  after 
Its  junction  with  the  western.  This  latter  portion 
is  nearly  completed. 

The  whole  extent  is  64  miles.  This  work  was 
commenced  on  the  lOth  of  .Tune,  1818,  and  has 
been  finished  in  somewhat  more  than  four  years. — 
When  compared  with  similar  works  in  the  old  world, 
the  execution  may  be  pronounced  a rapid  one,  and 
has  never  been  exceeded,  in  that  respect,  except  by 
its  relative,  the  western  canal.  The  celebrated 
canal  of  Languedoc  is  only  148  miles  long,  and  it 
took  14  years  to  finish  it,  and  it  employed  always 
the  labor  of  8,000,  and  sometimes  12,000  men. — 
The  Forth  and  Clyde  canal  is  35  miles  long.  It 
was  commenced  in  1768,  and  not  completed  until 
1790. 

The  canals  of  China  have  been  the  subject  of 
unbounded  panegyrick.  The  distance  from  Pekin 
to  Canton,  by  canals  and  rivers,  is  920  miles,  and 
the  voyage  takes  about  three  months.  On  our  ca- 
nals the  same  extent  could  be  passed  in  one  month. 
The  truth  is,  that  the  Chinese  canals  are  very  in- 
ferior to  the  European.  Instead  of  locks,  the 
boats  are  drawn  up  and  let  down  inclined  planes  by 
human  ^power,  at  vast  expense  and  trouble.  A 
lock  appears  to  be  a very  simple  invention.  It  is 
but  a sluice  with  two  double  gates,  and  vet  it  never 
occurred  to  that  ingenious  people.  Tire  first  lock 
was  constructed  by  the  Venetians  in  1481. 

The  influence  of  the.se  works  is  already  felt,  not 
only  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  but 
has  extended  to  Europe.  The  transportation  of 
merchandise  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  has 
fallen  from  120  dollars  to  40  dollars  a ton.  When 
the  western  canal  is  finished,  goods  can  be  trans- 
ported from  New  York  to  Pittsburg  for  30  dollars  a 
ton.  They  formerly  cost  100  dollars  from  New 
York  to  Buffalo.  It  will  now  be  done  for  less  than 
15  dollars.  The  receipts  of  the  Holland  land  com- 
pany have  this  year  been  immense,  because  the 
western  settlers  have  found  a market;  and  the 
share-holders  of  onr  farther  land  will  be  astonished 
at  the  unexpected  increase  of  their  profits. 

In  their  report  of  1817,  the  canal  board  estimat- 
ed that  the  country,  within  the  reach  of  the  north- 
ern canal,  would  furnish,  annually,  two  millions  of 
boards  and  planks;  one  million  feet  of  square  tim- 
ber,  and  immense  quantities  of  dock  logs,  scantling, 
masts  and  spars.  Besides,  those  northern  regions 
.*ire  the  sites  appropriated  by  nature  for  her  mine- 
ral productions;  and  it  is  well  known  that  they  con- 
tain iron  ore  unsurpassed  for  quantity  and  quality 
— marbles  of  various  kinds  and  colors — lime-stone, 


from  the  primitive  to  the  secondary,  and  the  mate- 
rials of  the  best  hydraulic  cement — bark  for  tan- 
ning and  other  manufacturing  ])rocess — inexhausti- 
ble stores  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  wheat,  flour,  but- 
ter, cheese,  beef,  pork  and  maple  sugar;  Hie  best 
of  cattle  for  the  butcher,  dairyman  and  grazier,  and 
tlie  finest  sheep,  hogs  and  poultry,  besides  the 
fruits  of  autumn.  In  going  to  the  New  York  mar. 
ket,  the  proprietors  of  these  articles  follow  the  cur. 
rent  of  interest,  and  the  direction  of  political  aili- 
nity,  and  their  preference  is  enforced  by  the  act  of 
the  British  parliament,  fettering  our  commerce 
with  tlie  Canadas,  andtlierehy  imposing  the  neces- 
sity of  a limitted  or  partial  trade  with  those  coun- 
tries. 

We  cannot  form  any  definite  opinion  of  the  va’ne 
or  the  amount  of  tlie  commodities  that  will  be  con- 
veyed down  the  canal;  nor  of  the  merchandise  that 
will  be  returned,  because  it  has  not  been  in  opera- 
tion until  this  day.  So  far  back  as  .July  last,  it  was 
estimated  such  was  the  immense  amount  of^u  i l>  r 
in  the  canal  and  in  the  lake  waiting  for  the  advent  of 
I the  water.s,  that  it  would  take  twenty  days  for  that 
in  the  lake  to  pass  into  the  canal,  and  forty  daysfor 
that  in  the  lower  level  to  pas.s  into  the  upper — and 
the  waters  of  tlie  T4udson  are,  even  at  this  advanced 
period  of  the  season,  covered  with  rafts,  making 
their  way  to  our  great  commercial  emporium. 

G.  W. 


Opium  Trade  with  China. 

A Chinese  edict  was,  some  time  since,  published, 
announcing  the  seizure  of  the  cargoes  of  one  .\me- 
rican  and  three  English  vessels  at  Canton,  for  intro- 
ducing opium,  in  violation  of  the  law,  and  the  con- 
fiscation of  half  the  cargoes.  By  a subsequent  edict 
this  forfeiture  was  remitted,  the  viceroy  findingthat 
the  merchants  concerned  were  greatly  afflicted,  and 
that  they  “roar  out,  as  under  the  agonies  of  a he.ad 
ache,  their  supplications;”  but  they  were  forbid- 
den to  sell  their  cargoes,  to  carry  away  any  tea  or 
rhubarb,  and  the  hong  merchants  were  ordered  to 
make  a memorandum  of  the  names  of  these  ships 
and  their  merchants,  and  forever  to  prohibit  tlieir 
coming  to  Canton  to  trade.  The  following  is  the 
concluding  part  of  the  edict.  [Fed.  Gaz. 

“.\s  to  one  of  the  four  ships,  viz.  Coupland  and 
Ejnily,  of  Baltimore,  she  containing  nearly  a thou- 
sand catties  of  foreign  gin,  worth  scarcely  any  thing, 
and  it  paid  for  the  port  charges  upwards  of  1400 
tales,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  said  ship  came 
for  no  other  purpose  but  to  sell  opium.  Infinitely 
detestable!  Rightly  did  Heaven  send  down  punish- 
ment, and  cause  Francis  Terra  orea  to  commit  a 
crime  for  which  he  was  strangled.  The  ship  should 
be  punished  more  severely,  only  a.s  tlie  three  shups, 
//ogg  and  the  others,  have  had  clemency  extended 
to  them,  I shall  remit  the  sentence  on  all  equally, 
and  shall,  with  her  as  with  the  others,  inflict  a little 
punishment. 

“In  a word,  as  before  said,  the  celestial  empire 
permits  tea,  rhubard,  &c.  to  be  sold,  to  keep  alive 
the  people  of  the  said  nations.  Those  persons  who 
are  annually  kept  alive  thereby  are  more  than 
10,000  times  10,000.  How  substantial  a favor  is 
this!  Yet  these  foreigners  feel  no  gratitude  nor 
wi.sh  to  render  a recompence,  but  smuggle  in  opium, 
which  poisons  the  empire.  When  this  conduct  is 
referred  to  the  heart,  it  must  be  disquieted — when 
referred  to  reason,  it  is  contrary  to  it.  In  broad 
day,  on  earth,  there  is  the  royal  law — in  the  shades, 
after  death,  are  gods  and  demons.  These  foreign 
ships  pass  an  immense  ocean;  they,  likewise,  go 
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through  gales  of  wind,  boisterous  seas  and  unknown 
« langers,  entirely  preserved  by  the  condescending 
})rotectio’n  of  the  celestial  Gods;  and,  therefore, 
t liey  should,  hereafter,  rouse  themselves  to  zealous 
1 efiection,  to  bitter  repentance  and  to  reformation, 
>,nd  alter  their  inhuman, — unreasonable  conduct, 
irhen  will  the  winds  be  fair  and  waves  stilled;  and 
they  will,  forever,  receive  the  gracious  bounty  of 
tihe  celestial  empire. 

“Let  the  hong  merchants,  in  obedience  to  this 
csdict,  carefully  and  minutely  inculcate  its  contents 
all  foreign  ships  goingaway  to  their  own  country, 
and  to  all  supercargoes — requiring  them  to  know 
aijid  understand  it. 

t“I,  the  Poochong  Sye,  having  received  from  the 
gcjvernorthe  above  quoted  document,  transfer  it  to 
th^3  local  magistrate  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Disobe- 
di^  nce  will  involve  great  and  heavy  consequences. 
PHaste  on,  haste  on.  TAOU  KWANG. 

I “2d  yeaVf  moout  8th  day.’’ 

1 Spanish  Cortes. 

icing’s  spEiccir. 

Tlfc  following  speech  was  read  by  H.  C.  M.  on 
trie  opening  of  the  cortes,  on  the  7th  Oct.  last: 
Gentlemen  members:  The  most  weighty  circum- 

stances  call  me  among  the  representatives  of  the 
jiatfom;  who  have  so  many  claims  to  its  confidence. 
Mine  is  revived  at  seeing  them  again  in  this  sanc- 
tuai  y of  the  laws,  for  the  urgent  necessities  of  the 
state  will  now  be  remedied. 

The  enemies  of  the  constitution  not  having  sight 
of  any  method  their  folly  or  barbarity  might  sug- 
gest, have  succeeded  in  dragging  into  the  career  of 
crime  a considerable  number  of  Spaniards.  The 
calalmities  which  these  disorders  produce  in  Cata- 
Jonia,  Aragon,  and  other  frontier  provinces,  are  as 
afflicting  to  my  heart  as  to  yours.  To  you  it  be- 
longs to  employ  the  most  efficacious  remedy  to 
SLic^  lamentable  irregularities.  The  nation  re- 
quires a numerous  force  to  curb  at  once  the  auda- 
city of  its  rebellious  sons;  and  the  faiihfui  and 
brave  soldiers,  who  serve  lier  in  the  field  of  honor, 
require  powerful  and  abundant  assistance  to  secure 
a happy  completion  of  the  duties  to  which  they 
ha^e  been  called. 

Ifations  are  mutually  respected  by  their  power, 
and  the  energy  which  they  knowhow  to  exhibit 
in  certain  situations.  Spain,  by  her  position,  her 
coasts,  her  productions,  and  the  virtue  of  her  in- 
habitants, merits  a distinguished  place  in  the  po- 
litical map  of  Europe.  Every  thing  induces  lier  to 
take  that  imposing  and  vigorous  attitude  twhich 
will  ^raw  from  the  others  the  consideration  of 
which  she  is  worthy.  It  appears  necessary  to  make 
new  relations  with  the  states  who  know  how  to 
value  our  jeal  riches. 

ilt  is  useless  to  offer  to  your  consideration  the 
glory  and  merit  of  the  Spanish  army,  a model  of 
disinterestedness  and  patriotism.  Its  heroic  sacri- 
'ficesfor  the  national  independece  are  well  known, 
ft  is  evident  to  all  Europe  the  service  it  is  render- 
ing to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  its  country.  These 
citizens  warriors  require  statutes  and  regulations 
(conformable  to  the  established  laws,  and  the  im- 
provement in  the  art  of  war.  The  cortes  was  oc- 
cupied in  its  former  sessions  in  this  interesting  ‘ 
work;  its  continuation  is  one  of  the  objects  which 
ought  to  fix  its  attention. 

As  we  now  possess  a criminal  code,  and  as  the 
promulgation  of  so  necessary  a work  relieves  those 
who  administer  justice  from  the  immense  fatigue 
of  referring  to  it  in  so  voluminous  a shape,  it  is'ab- 


solutely  necessary  that  such  a part  of  it  relative  to 
proceedings  should  be  immediately  finished. 

These,  gentlemen,  are  the  important  subjects 
to  which  you  are  called.  Others  of  equal  moment 
will  be  committed  to  your  determination  in  the 
course  of  this  session.  If  all  these  are  arduous  and 
difficult,  they  will  be  surmounted  by  your  wisdom, 
decision  and  patriotism.  The  unanimity  amonn- 
all  lovers  of  liberty,  will  add  a new  lustre  to  these 
eminent  qualities,  which  are  a sure  guarantee  to 
Spain  and  to  me  of  your  judgment.  The  good 
will  rejoice  to  see  you  occupied  a second  time  for 
their  happiness,  and  the  wicked  will  find,  in  the 
national  congress,  an  impenetrable  barrier  to  their 
criminal  projects. 


Portuguese  Cortes. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  on  the  occasion  of  taking 
the  oath  to  the  new  Portuguese  constitution,  the 
king  of  Portugal  read  the  following  speech  to  the 
cortes  at  Lisbon. 

**GentJcmcny—l  have  examined  with  attention 
the  political  constitution  of  the  monarchy,  which, 
in  the  name  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  united 
kingdoms  of  Portugal,  Brazil,  and  Algarve,  was  of- 
fered to  me  by  its  legitimate  representatives,  united 
in  those  general  extraordinary  and  constitutional 
cortes  of  the  Portuguese  nation,  and  I have  con- 
sidered, with  scrupulous  attention,  the  conditions 
of  this  new  social  compact. 

“Placed  by  Providence  at  the  head  of  a valiant 
and  magnanimous  nation,  and  convinced  that  the 
general  will  is  the  fountain  and  the  medium  of  all 
political  power,  it  is  my  duty  to  identify  my  will 
with  the  general  wish,  as  I was  al  .vays  sensible  that 
my  own  happiness  is  essentially  connected  witii  the 
prosperity  of  the  Portuguese  people. 

“Faithful  to  my  principles,  I flatter  myself  with 
having  offered  to  the  nation,  even  in  the  mostdiffi- 
cult  circumstrnces,  decisive  proofs  of  the  love  I 
bear  it,  and  of  the  uprightness  which  becomes  my 
own  dignity.  The  Portuguese  acknowledge  it,  and 
this  is  a recompense  the  most  worthy  of  my  labors 
as  v/ell  as  the  sole  object  of  my  ambition. 

“The  new  social  compact  being,  therefore,  the 
expression  of  the  general  will,  and  the  fruit  of  your 
wise  meditations,  conformable  to  the  enlightened 
age,  and  founded  on  a reciprocity  of  interests  and 
sentiments,  which  make  my  cause  inseparable  from 
the  cause  of  the  nation,  1 come  to  day,  in  the  midst 
of  t'le  national  representation,  to  accept  the  con- 
stitution which  you  have  just  made;  and  to  confirm, 
by  the  most  solemn  oath,  the  inviolable  promise  to 
keep  it,  and  cause  it  to  be  kept. 

“Yes'  Representatives  of  the  heroic  Portuguese 
nation!  your  magnificent  work,  the  fruit  of  so  many 
enlightened  and  patriotic  labors,  will  be  respected 
and  maintained.  I swear  it  by  the  probity  and 
firmness  which  you  know  me  to  possess.  This  sa- 
cred promise,  as  spontaneous  as  the  resolution 
which  brought  me  from  the  new  world  to  the  cra- 
dle of  the  monarchy,  to  co  operate  in  this  your  glo- 
rious enterprize,  cannot  have  a surer  guarrantee 
than  this  same  firmness  with  which  I have  maintain- 
ed the  basis  to  which  1 swore,  and  which  appears 
in  all  the  acts  whicli  characterise  my  promises  as 
sincere,  and  my  intentions  as  pure. 

“I  congratulate  myself  both  on  meriting  the  con- 
fidence and  love  of  the  nation,  and  on  the  arrival 
of  this  happy  day,  twice  celebrated  in  the  annals 
of  Portugal.  It  will  shew  to  ^posterity,  the,  per- 
haps, unparalleled  example  of  a nation,  regenerat- 
ed witliout  disturbing  the  public  tranquility;  one 
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that  the  first  constitiuional  king-  of  the  I’orluguese, 
kiiowiiig  how  to  make  lumseh  worthy  ofthe  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  knowMilso  how  sweet  it  is  to 
reign  over  their  hearts.  Such,  gentlemen,  is  the 
glory  to  which  I aspire,  and  siicli  are  tlie  sincere 
motives  which  induced  me  to  accept,  and  to  swear 
to  the  political  constitution  of  monarchy. 


Legislature  of  Alary laiitl. 

IN  I'llE  llOCS!;  OK  OELENATES. 

\Fr.  T KckuciI;^,  of  W’aslilngton  count}',  submit- 
ted the  following  resolutions — 

Whereas,  the  great  national  road  leading  from 
Cumberland  to  Wheeling,  which  is  of  such  incalcu- 
lable advantage  in  facilitating  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  the  western  states,  and 
which  was  constructed  at  a great  expense,  has  al- 
ready suffered  from  the  want  of  that  regular  super- 
intendence, and  of  those  repairs  which  are  neces- 
sary to  the  preservation  of  such  a work,  there- 
fore, 

lienolved,  by  the  general  assembly  of  ^Maryland, 
That  the  senators  and  representatives  of  ttiis  state 
in  congress,  be  requested  to  use  their  best  exer- 
tions to  procure  the  immediate  passage  of  a law  by 
congress,  mating  a sufficient  appropriation  to  re- 
pair the  great  national  road,  leading  from  Cumber- 
land to  VVheeling. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, requested  to  cause  a co]iy  of  this  resolution  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  senators  and  representatives 
of  this  state  in  congress. 

The  following  I'esolulion  lias  also  been  brought 
into  the  house  of  delegates,  by  the  same  member: 

Whereas,  a system  of  internal  improvement,  con- 
fined to  great  national  purposes,  with  proper  limi- 
tations, would  be  productive  of  eminent  advantage 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  would  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare,  and  lend  to  secure  a 
more  perfect  union;  and,  whereas,  doubts  may  and 
do  exist,  whether  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
iiave  the  power  to  adopt  sncli  a system:  therefore, 

Resolved,  by  the  geiieral  assembly  of  JMaryland, 
That  the  senators  and  representatives  of  this  state, 
in  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  be  requested 
to  use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  such  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
as  will  give  congress  power  to  adopt  and  execute 
a system  of  internal  improvement,  to  be  confined  to 
great  national  purposes  with  proper  limitations. 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, requested  to  cause  a copy  of  this  resolution  to 
be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives of  this  state  in  congress. 

Mr.  John  P,  Kennedy,  of  Baltimore,  offered  the 
following — 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  and  council  be  di- 
rected to  select,  as  soon  after  the  passage  of  these 
resolutions  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done,  nine  of 
the  most  discreet  and  intelligent  citizens  of  this 
state,  as  a committee  for  the  purpose  of  reporting 
to  the  executive,  either  collectively  or  individually, 
as  their  convenience  may  allow,  upon  the  most  ef- 
ficient, useful  and  practical  plans  of  internal  im- 
provement, in  relation  cither  to  the  whole  of  the 
state,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  they  may  think  pro- 
per respectively  to  select;  and  that  the  executive 
be  authorized  to  supply  any  vacancy  in  said  commit- 
tee which  may  occur  during  the  term  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

Further  resolved.  That  to  each  person  selected 
as  aforesaid,  the  governor  and  x;ouncil  be  directed 
t©  transmit  a copy  of  tfie  reports  on  internal  iin- 1 


provement  by  the  committees  of  tlie  senate  and 
house  of  delegates  respectively,  and  also  a copy  of 
the  following  instructions:  ‘-You  arc  requested  to 

communicate  to  the  executive  of  this  state,  assoo;i 
as  it  may  suit  your  convenience,  not  delaying  long- 
er than  the  period  of  comsnencement  ofthe  next  ge- 
neral assembly,  such  information  as  you  may  liave 
it  in  your  power  to  afford  in  relation  to  the  subjects 
of  internal  improvement  within  this  state,  more  es- 
pecially  confining  your  attention  to  the  general  face 
and  character  of  tjie  country;  the  elevation  of  the 
most  remarkable  hills  and  mountains,  the  nature  of 
their  minerals,  soil  and  vegetable  productions,  the 
courses  of  the  rivers  and  creeks,  the  nature  ol  t!ie 
country  through  which  they  pass,  and  the  produce 
in  which  it  abounds;  the  means  of  connection  be- 
tween i:nj)ortant  rivers— the  facilities  afforded  to 
the  construction  of  canals,  roads  or  railways — the 
prices  of  labor — the  respective  average  charges 
per  mile  in  making  roads  or  canal — the  probable 
advantages  to  the  internal  trade  and  commerce  of 
each  district  by  making  such  improvements — and 
all  such  other  information  upon  tliese  questions  as 
you  may  consider  useful.” 

Further  resolved,  I'liat  the  governor  and  council 
be  authorized  to  procure  such  general  surveys  of 
the  rivers,  water  courses  or  districts  of  country,  as 
they  shall  in  their  judgment,  deem,  necessary  to  the 
illustration  of  the  subjects  of  internal  improvement, 
and  that,  for  the  expenses  ofthe  same,  they  be  au- 
thorized to  draw  on  the  treasurer  of  the  western 
shore. 


Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

Remarks  of  J/r.  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  in  the 
senate,  December  I4th,  on  introducing  his  bill  to  abo- 
lish imprisonment  for  debt. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  said,  that,  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given  on  a former  occasion,  he  would  now 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt.  He  was  prepared  to  have  presented 
it  yesterday  but  he  did  not  wish  to  interrupt  the 
course  of  business  then  before  the  senate.  He  did 
not  intend,  now,  to  make  inany  remarks  on  this 
motion,  reserving  to  himself  the  privilege  of  in- 
vestigating the  subject  more  fully,  when  its  merits 
should  be  more  properly  before  the  senate.  He 
was  happy  to  learn,  he  said,  that  he  should  have  as- 
sistance in  his  exertions  from  some  honorable  mem- 
bers whilst  he  expected  opposition  from  others. 
The  subject  had  been  before  congress  two  or  three 
sessions  previous,  and  the  uniform  result  had  been 
favorable  reports  from  select  committees,  to  whom 
it  had  been  referred,  without  any  final  decision, 
for  the  want  of  time.  He  hoped  at  the  present 
session,  the  measure  would  be  adopted  or  deci- 
sively rejected.  Mr.  J.  said,  he  was  actuated  by 
several  considerations  in  making  this  notion.  The 
most  important  was  a thorough  conviction  of  the 
propriety  of  the  measure.  Another  inducement 
was,  that  it  accorded  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
state  which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
The  Kentucky  legislature  had  already  adopted  the 
measure;  and  though  her  relief  measures  had  pro- 
duced some  discontent  with  distant  journals,  still 
this  part  of  her  system  had  met  with  something 
like  general  approbation,  so  far  as  he  could  ascer- 
tain public  sentiment.  He  had  no  doubt  time 
would  prove  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  lier  whole 
system,  but,  in  rel:».*ion  to  this  particular  branch  of 
it,  (he  meant  the  abolishing  of  imprisonment  for 
debt),  it-gave  her  claims  to  as  much'  honor  and  glo- 
1 ry  as  any  one  act  of  beradministralion  since  her  ad- 
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mission  into  the  union.  Mr.  ,T.  said  he  was  anxious 
to  see  the  system  adopted  by  congress,  and  extend- 
edto  every  branch  of  the  federal  judiciary,  that  the 
liberty  of  the  citizen  might  be  secure  and  the  pub- 
lie  confidence  increased  in  that  branch  of  the  ge- 
neral government.  He  believed  that  the  right  of 
the  statae  to  exercise  such  a power  had  not  been 
questioned.  In  fact,  it  had  been  decided  by  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of 
Sturgis  rs.  Crowninshield,  that  a state  had  the  right 
to  pass  laws  releasing  the  body  of  the  debtor  from 
imprisonment. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  here  suggested  whe- 
ther  it  was  in  order  to  enter  into  a discussion  of 
the  merits  of  the  bill  in  this  stage  of  its  progress. 

Mr.  Johnson  replied  that  he  had  intended  merely 
to  submit  a few  introductory  general  views  of  the 
subject.  If,  however,  his  remarks  were  unaccept 
able  to  the  senate,  or  uninteresting  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  he  would  give  way  to  any 
other  business — he  would  give  way  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York. 

Mr.  King  felt  certainly  no  indisposition  to  hear 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  J.  but  he  thought  them  not 
strictly  in  order. 

^ Mr.  Johnson  said  he  would  proceed,  as  nothing 
else  appeared  to  claim  the  attention  of  the  senate. 
He  was  about  to  remark  upon  the  operation  of  the 
system  in  Kentucky,  and  the  difficulties  that  had 
arisen  there  from  the  emanation  of  the  ca.  sa.  from 
the  federal  judiciary,  the  law  of  that  state  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  Very  early  after  the 
organization  of  the  federal  government,  congress 
had  adopted  the  execution  laws  of  each  state, 
to  be  the  rule  of  government  for  its  courts  located 
in  the  several  states.  The  execution  laws  of  the 
several  states  were  widely  different.  During  the 
late  troubles  in  Kentucky  it  was  made  a question, 
what  was  the  intention  of  congress  in  relation  to 
this  subject.'*  Whether  it  was  intended  to  recog- 
nize the  execution  laws  then  in  force,  and  make 
them,  like  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians,  ir- 
revocable;  or  to  recognize  and  conform  to  the  sysr 
terns  of  the  different  states,  as  they  should  be  mo- 
dified. Although  a diversity  of  opinion  existed 
among  the  most  eminent  counsel  of  the  state,  the 
federal  court  in  Kentucky  decided  that  the  execu- 
tion laws  of  the  state,  as  modified,  were  to  control 
federal  court  process.  He  believed  this  a correct 
decision.  Since  the  passage  of  the  law  abolishing 
imprisonment  for  debt,  application  had  been  made 
to  the  federal  court  in  Kentucky  fop  the  ca.  sa. — 
The  court  refused  to  grant  it,  and  an  appeal  had 
been  taken  to  the  supreme  court.  After  this 
decision  of  the  court,  that  the  body  of  the  debtor 
could  not  be  taken,  he  was  surprised  to  find  that 
instances  had  occurred  in  which  the  clerk  of  the 
court  had  issued  the  ca.  sa.  and  it  had  been  exe- 
cuted by  the  deputy  marshal.  Mr.  J.  was  convinc- 
ed, from  the  information  he  had  received,  that 
this  procedure  had  taken  place  in  consequence  of 
some  misunderstanding  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
opinion  of  the  court;  and  he  hoped  the  practice 
would  conform  to  the  statutes  of  the  states,  until 
tiu;  uhimate  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  or  un- 
til it  could  be  ascertained  whether  congress  would 
expressly,  by  law,  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt; 
or  whether  they  would  modify  the  law  and  make 
it  more  definite  and  precise.  He  was  happy  to 
believe  that  public  sentiment  was  in  favor  of  this 
measure;  and  he  conceived  this  sentiment  to  be 
somctiiing  like  an  instruction  to  congress.  He  was 
happy  to  find  that  the  governor  of  South  Carolina, 
in  his  excellent  message,  had  recommended  this 


subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature  of 
that  state. 

Mr. . I.  concluded,  by  expressing  a hope  that,  in 
ofiering  these  brief  views,  he  had  not  trespassed 
on  the  rules  of  the  senate.  1’he  remarks  he  had 
offered  were  not  for  the  pleasure  of  talking;  but 
were  drawn  from  him  by  a sense  of  duty  — believ- 
ing  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  demanded 
the  early  attention  of  congress. 


Seventeeatli  Congress — 2nd  session. 

IW  THE  SENATE. 

December  13.  The  senate  did  not  sit  this  day, 
nor  the  following. 

December  16.  Mr.  Pleasants,  (elected  governor 
of  Virginia),  resigned  his  seat  in  the  senate  Uiis 
day. 

Agreeably  to  the  notice  which  he  had  given,  Mr. 
D'Wolf,  having  obtained  leave,  introduced  a bill  ;.l- 
iowing  a drawback  on  the  exportation  of  cordage 
manufactured  in  the  United  States,  from  foreign 
hemp;  and  the  bill  was  read. 

The  resolution  submitted  on  the  12th  instant,  by 
Mr.  Rodney,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  senate  laid  their  own  bill  about  piracy  on  the 
table,  to  take  up  that  which  had  passed  the  house 
of  representatives;  and,  being  read,  it  was,  after 
some  debate,  8cc.  ordered  to  a third  reading  and 
PASSED,  nem.  con. 

The  senate  spent  some  time  on  executive  busi- 
ness and  then  adjourned. 

December  17.  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  a senator  from 
the  state  of  Maryland,  in  the  place  of  William  Pink- 
ney, deceased,  appeared  to-day,  was  qualified  and 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Stokes,  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  King,  of 
Alabama,  also  appeared  to  day,  and  took  their  seats. 

Sundry  resolutions  to  refer  the  president’s  mes- 
sage to  different  committees  were  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

December  18.  The  senate  was  occupied  this  day 
chiefly  on  local  matters. 

HOUSE  OF  BEPBESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Dec.  12.  The  house  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  following  resolution,  yesterday 
submitted  by  Mr.  Golden: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  lay  before  this  house  such  information  as  he  may  possess,  with 
regard  to  any  hostile  expedition  which  may  have  been  prepared 
in  the  United  States,  and  sailed  from  thence,  within  the  present 
year,  against  the  territory  or  dependency  of  any  power  in  amity 
with  the  United  States,  and  to  inform  tliis  house  whether  any 
measures  have  been  taken  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  per- 
sons who  may  have  been  concerned  in  such  expedition,  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part  cf  the 
resolution  which  follows  the  word  “States,”  in  the 
6th  line,  and  in  lieu  thereof  insert  the  following: 

“And  inform  this  house  what  amendments  to  the  existing  laws 
are  necessary  to  punish  persons  who  may  have  been  concerned  in 
any  such  expedition.” 

Mr.  Golden  explained  at  some  length — he  allud- 
ed to  the  Porto  Rico  expedition.  There  were  va- 
rious reports  about  it — but  it  was  agreed  that  per- 
sons engaged  in  it  had  departed  from  this  country. 
He  noticed  the  occupation  of  Amelia  Island,  by 
the  United  States,  and  had  reference  to  Mr.  Irvine, 
(secretary  pro  tern.)  of  the  intended  republic,  who 
had  held  the  place  of  a diplomatic  agent  from  this 
government — but  he  wished  to  censure  no  one — 
he  desired  to  investigate  the  transaction.  See.  He 
declined  an  assent  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Little. 

Mr.  Little  explained  his  views.  His  object  was 
to  devise  laws  to  punish  offences  of  this  descrip- 
tion that  may  be  hereafter  committed,  if  such  laws 
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do  not  now  exist.  But  finally  withdrew  his  pro- 
posed amendment. 

Further  debate  took  place,  and  the  resolution 
was  ag’reed  to,  as  originally  otlered,  by  a large  ma- 
jority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  all  the  bills,  resolutions  and  reports,  committed 
to  u committee  of  the  whole  house,  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and 
to  connnittees  of  the  whole  house,  uot  already  printed,  be  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Condici's  resolution  about  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  congress,  was  laid  on  the  table,  as  being 
under  charge  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  Speaker  laid  bef^sre  the  house  the  following 
letter; 

Boston,  July  4,  1822. 

To  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Sin:  'i  he  letter  which  I had  the  honor  to  address 
to  you  on  the  4tli  of  July,  1819,  and  which  Mr. 
Lowndes  was  so  obliging  us  to  take  charge  of  and 
deliver,  was  intended  to  have  been  accompanied 
by  the  collection  of  medals  therein  referred  to; 
but  this  was  unfortunately  lost  on  board  the  ship 
“Factor,’'  bound  to  New-York,  of  whicli  accident 
it  appears  that  the  house  was  duly  Informed  by  its 
committee.  As  soon  as  I heard  of  it,  I endeavored 
to  procure  a duplicate  of  tlie  collection,  and  suc- 
ceeded, a few  days  before  I left  Paris,  in  April  last. 
Tiiis,  together  with  the  medals  which  have  been 
struck  at  Paris,  to  commemorate  some  principal 
events  of,  and  men  distinguished  in,  our  revolution, 
1 take  the  liberty,  through  yon,  sir,  ofherewith  send- 
ing and  offering  to  congress,  for  the  use  of  tiic  na- 
tional library. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  GFORGFi  W.  FRYING. 

P.  S.  A printed  catalogue  of  the  French  medals 
proper  is  enclosed  in  the  case  which  contains  them. 

The  American  medals  are  hut  five  proper,  viz: 

One  of  general  Washington,  at  the  siege  of  Bos- 
ton; one  of  doctor  Franklin;  one  of  Paul  Jones,  and 
two  of  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens. 

To  these  I have  thought  it  well  to  add  Columbus 
and  Kosciusko,  taken  from  the  collection  of  iilus- 
trious  men,  deceased,  now  publishiugin  the  French 
mint.  . 

J’he  letter  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Plumer,  of  N.  II. 
referred  to  the  library  committee. 

Tlie  Speaker  also  presented  a memorial  from  T, 
M’Cormick,  senior,  proposing  an  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  by  cutting 
a canal  around  the  same;  which,  on  suggestion  of 
the  speaker,  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
vvliole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  for  providing  for  survejs  of  certain 
canals,  &c. 

'i'he  bill  respecting  registers  of  wills  in  the  dis- 
trict  of  Columbia  was  recommitted — apparently  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cocke  that  the  fees  were 
high  enough,  because  I)r.  Blake  had  leased  out  the 
ojjice  for  five  hundred  dollars  a year,  and  had  not  the 
least  trouble  -with  it. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  registers  and  receivers 
of  the  public  money  of  the  several  land  offices  was 
read  a third  time — and  was  laid  on  the  table;  which 
was  also  the  fate  of  the  bill  “fixing  the  compensa- 
tion of  receivers  of  the  public  moneys  for  their 
services  in  transmitting  public  moneys  to  safe  places 
of  deposite.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  the  house  again  resolv- 

ed itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Con- 
diet  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  imposing  more  ri- 
gorous checks  on  the  disbursement  of  public  money. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  adding  to  it  Uie  following,  as  a jiew  section; 


“Sec.  -I.  Beit  further  euacted,  Tliat  nosecuriiy  given  to,  or  obr 
ligation  enteretJ  into  with,  the  government, shall  be,  in  any  wise, 
inipuired  by  the  dismissing  any  officer,  or  from  failure  of  the 
president  to  disn)iss  any  ufticer,  coming  under  the  previsions  of 
this  act.” 

Another  slight  amendment  being  made — 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill;  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  who  did  not  wish  to 
precipitate  the  bill  through  the  house,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  was  for  the  present  defer- 
ed.  And 

I'hc  house  adjourned. 

Friday  Dec.  18.  After  some  minor  business — 

Mr.  J\'e~a>ion,  from  t’.ie  committee  of  commerce, 
reported  a bill  to  repeal  the  third  section  of  the  act, 
entitled  ‘‘an  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
“an  act  concerning  navigation”  ['i’his  bill  provides, 
“That  the  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  “an  act, 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  concern- 
ing navigation,”  passed  loth  of  May,  1820,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed.”] 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time 
to  day;  and  was  subsequendy  read  a third  Ume, pas- 
sed and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

.Mr.  Siuii/i,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  to  which  was  reco.mmitted  the 
bill  supplementary  to  and  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
“an  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
portsand  tonnage,”  passed  2d  of  March,  1799,  aiul 
to  repeal  an  act  supplementary  thereto,  passed 
10th  April,  1818,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported 
a new  bid  of  the  same  title;  which  was  read  tlie 
first  and  second  times,  and  committed  to  a com- 
miltee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
to  which  was  referred  tlie  message  of  the  president, 
upon  the  subject  of  piracy,  reported  “A  bill  au- 
thorizing an  additional  naval  force  fur  the  suppres- 
sion of  piracy;”  wliich  bill  was  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  and  Corjimitted  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  house  cn  the  state  of  the  union. 

Mr  llemphiil,  from  the  committee  ap]iointed  on 
that  part  of  the  president’s  message  which  relates 
to  tlie  Cumberland  road,  reported  a bill  for  the 
pres'ervation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road; 
which  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  and 
committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole  house  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Cum- 
berland road;  whicfi  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
house  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  it  was 

Resolved,  'I'liat  the  committee  of  commerce  be  Instructed  to  In- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  act  passed  April  26th, 
1816,  by  which  was  allowed  an  additional  compensation  of  iit'ty 
per  cent,  to  the  compeiisaiious  of  certain  officers  of  the  custo:us 
therein  named. 

Mr  Chambers  sulimitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  'I'hat  the  committee  on  public  lands  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time  allowed  bylaw, 
fur  issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants,  to  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  revolutionary  army,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
othen'ise.  [Agreed  to]. 

'1  he  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  slate  of  the  union,  Mr.  Laihrop 
in  the  chair,  and  took  up  the  following  bill,  being 
that  reported  this  day  by  the  committee  ou  naval 
affairs. 

An  act  authorizing  an  additional  naval  force  for  the  suppretslou 
of  piracy. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  That  the 
president  of  the  United  Ststes  be,  and  be  hereby  is,  authorized  lo 
purchase  or  construct  a sufficient  number  of  vesssels,  in  addition 
to  those  now  eniployed,  of  such  burthen  and  construction  as  he 
nia)’  deem  necessary,  and  to  lit,  equip,  am!  man  the  same  ftr  itn- 
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mediate  service,  for  the  purpose  of  repressing  piracy,  and  of  afford- 1 
ing  effectual  protection  to  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the  U. 
States  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  seas  and  territories  adjacent. 

See.  2.  And  be  it  f urthcr  enacted,  That  the  sum  of "dollars 

be  appropriated  to  meet  the  expenditure  to  be  incurred  as  afore- 
said, and  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Mr.  Fuller  presented  a letter  from  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  embracing  the  details  offeree  neces- 
sary to  be  provided,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
thereof,  which  was  read.  In  conformity  to  the  sug- 
gestions contained  in  that  document,  and  to  the  opi- 
nion of  the  naval  committee,  Mr.  F.  moved  to  fill  the 
blank  in  the  bill  with  the  sum  of  160,000  dollars — 
declining  to  urge  any  arguments  in  siTpport  of  the 
measure  itself,  -as  not  considering  them  necessary. 

The  motion  to  fill  the  blank  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Va.  then  rose,  and  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the  bill  the  wmrds  “purchase  or/*  so  as  to 
require  the  vessels  therein  mentioned  to  be  built, 
and  not  purchased.  If  we  are  to  embark  in  schemes 
for  spending  the  three  or  four  millions  in  the  trea- 
sury, Mr.  F.  said  he  should  prefer  that  the  ob- 
jects of  the  expenditure  sliould  be  such  as  were 
worthy  of  it.  lie  ^as  opposed  to  making  this  ap- 
propriation for  purchasing  the  refuse  commodities 
of  unprofitable  ti*aders — these  schooners  and  steam 
boats,  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the  secretary  just 
read.  The  mania  for  steam  boats  prevailed  for  a 
while,  but  the  paper  mania  had  ruined  that,  and 
there  were  abundance  of  steam  boats  now  to  sell. 
If  any  vessels  were  to  be  procured,  he  wished  they 
might  be  such  as  should  be  permanently  useful, 
and  not  such  as,  according  to  ttie  suggestion  in  the 
secretary’s  letter,  might  be  sold  after  the-cut  throats 
of  Matanzas  were  disposed  of.  Mr.  F.  assigned 
some  grounds  on  which  he  placed  little  faith  in 
estimates  of  the  description  now  presented  to  the 
house.  We  have  had  an  estimate  of  a building  for 
a naval  semmary,  to  cost  ten  thousand  dollars, 
which  is  to  be  as  large  as  on^  of  the  public  offices, 
which  cost  the  United  States  a hundred  thousand 
dollars.  Further,  said  he,  we  authorized  at  a former 
session  an  expenditure  of  ninety  thousand  dollars 
under  an  act  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 
It  was  distinctly  understood  in  that  committee  that 
the  object  of  this  appropriation  was  that  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  should  be  employed  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  and  that  the  necessary  expen- 
diture caused  by  this  employment  should  be  de- 
frayed out  of  this  fund.  And  yet  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  at  the  following 
session,  wondered  at  the  oversight  of  congress  in 
not  having  appropriated  money  for  this  very  pur- 
pose, and  the  executive  gravely  recommended  to 
them  to  make  an  appropriation  for  it.  Perhaps, 
after  these  vessels  were  done  with  that  are  now  to 
be  procured,  they  might  be  sold,  for  their  having 
seen  service,  at  an  advantage,  and  put  money  into 
the  treasury!  He  wished  it  might  be  so;  for  he 
said  he  was  radically  fond  of  money,  and  w'ished  to 
keep  these  three  millions  in  the  treasury  for  this 
year,  and  for  the  next  year,  and  for  the  next — and 
perhaps  we  might  redeem  our  credit  by  the  year 
1825.  He  was  not  disposed  to  refuse  any  measure 
which  might  be  necessary  to  put  down  the  pirates. 
They  ought  to  be  destroyed,  and  he  hoped  they 
would.  But,  he  said,  we  ought  to  build  for  our. 
selves,  and  not  provide  the  requisite  force  by  buy- 
ing old  steam-boats  and  unserviceable  schooners. 

Mr.  Fuller  said,  If  the  question  was  between  pur- 
chasing and  building  vessels,  and  the  one  could  be 
done  in  any  thing  like  the  same  time  as  the  other, 
he  should  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  preferring 
the  construction  to  the  purchase  of  them.  Vessels 
constructed  for  the  purpose  might,  however,  be  as 


indifferent  as  any  that  could  be  purchased,  and  if 
was  quite  likely  to  be  the  case  if  they  should  be 
constructed  in  haste.  If  the  gentleman  meant  to 
give  six  or  eight  or  ten  months’  time  to  their  con- 
struction, and,  in  the  mean  time,  let  the  pirates  have 
their  way,  (and  such  must  be  the  consequence  of 
the  success  of  this  motion),  Mr.F.  was  wholly  averse 
to  it.  If  the  vessels  were  to  be  built  suddenly,  of 
green  timber,  they  would  be  worse  than  any  that 
were  likely  to  be  purchased.  The  service  for  which 
they  were  intended  would  be  a short  one;  and,  if 
the  vessels  escaped  out  of  it,  they  would  be  so  little 
deteriorated  as  to  sell  for  nearly  or  quite  as  much 
as  they  will  have  cost;  and  it  might  be  an  argument 
in  favor  of  this  plan,  at  least  with  the  gentlemen 
who  are  very  fond  of  economy,  that  no  great  loss 
would  be  sustained  by  the  employment  of  this  addi- 
tional force.  Mr.  F.  did  not  believe  with  Mr.  Floyd 
in  the  existence,  now  or  heretofore,  of  a steam  boat 
mania.  They  were  almost  the  only  objects  present- 
ing an  opportunity  for  the  exercise  of  the  spirit  of 
speculaJ:ion,  on  which  there  had  not  been  a mania. 
He  was  convinced  that,  on  this  subject,  not  only 
this  house,  but  the  whole  nation,  was  in  possession 
of  its  sober  senses,  and  that  a beneficial  use  would 
be  made  of  the  agency  of  steam  under  this  bill, 
which,  however,  would  be  passed,  to  little  purpose, 
if,  before  pursuing  the  pirates,  time  were  taken  to 
build  vessels  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Cocke  thought  a steam  boat  unnecessary — 
three  of  them  had  already  been  purchased  on  the 
western  waters,  and  these  might  be  used,  &c.  A 
long  and  desultory  debate  followed,  in  which  the 
speakers  were  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  Smith  of  Md. 
Mr,  Taylor  of  N.  Y.  Mr.  Eustis,  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr. 
Wright,  Mr.  Smyth,  Mr.  JicLane,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr, 
Cambreleng,  Mr.  Barbour,  (speaker),  Mr.  Archer, 
Mr.  Colden,  Mr.  Trimble,  and  Mr.  JVlallary — Mr. 
Floyd  withdrew  his  original  objection,  being  friend- 
ly to  the  design  to  suppress  these  piracies, but  se- 
veral other  propositions  were  started;  these  all  fail- 
ed, and  tl;e  bill,  as  originally  introduced,  was  at  last 
passed  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  senate  for  con- 
currence. [Here  is  an  evidence  of  the  despatch  of 
business  not  often  met  with  in  congress — a bill 
was  introduced,  amply  discussed  and  passed  the 
same  day], 

Monday,  Dec.  16.  Mr.  .5 ?ir/jann?i,  of  Pa.  appear- 
ed and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Colden  presented  a memorial  of  the  chamber 
of  commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  that 
the  bill  now  pending  before  this  house,  supplemen- 
tary to,  and  to  ameud  an  act  passed  20lli  April, 
1818,  entitled  “ an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  en- 
titled “an  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  passed  2d  March,  1799,”  and 
for  other  purposes,”  may  be  passed  into  a law  dur- 
ing  the  present  session  of  congress,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of 
the  union. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  a petition  of  Stephen  Rudd, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  stating  that  he  is  the  in- 
ventor of  a machine  for  propelling  vessels  at  sea  in 
calms,  which  has  been  adopted  for  the  service  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  praying  compen- 
sation for  the  use  of  his  said  invention;  which  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Ky.  presented  a petition  of  John 
W.  Simonton,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  of 
Thompson’s  island,  in  Florida,  praying  that  the 
port  ofKey  West  may  be  placed  oh  an  equal  footing 
with  the  ports  in  the  United  States,  by  b‘eing 
allowed  the  privilege  of  exporting  foreign  goods 
from  that  port  for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  whether 
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imported  there  directly,  or  from  ports  in  the  United 
States;  wliich  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  com- 


merce. . . 

Mr.  Farrelly  submitted  the  following  motion  tor 
consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  afTairs  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making  some  provision  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  widow  and  child  of  lieut.  George  Pierce,  of  the  Lnited 
States’  navy,  who  lately  died  of  the  yellow  fever,  contracted  on 
board  of  the  frigate  Macetlonianj  when  in  the  service  ot  hiscoun- 

f Mr.  Farrelly  stated  that  he  thought  the  case  ana- 
logons  to  that  of  lieut.  Allen.  Lieut.  Pierce  did 
not  die  in  battle,  but  lost  his  life  in  the  same  service, 
by  the  disease  to  which  that  service  was  liable,  5tc. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to— 57  to  54. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  the  following  resolve:  . 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house  a statement  shewing  the 
amount  expended  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment during  the  years  1817,  1318,  1819, 1820  and  1821,  and  as  much 
as  can  be  shewn,  of  said  expenditures, for  the  year  j322;  with  the 
particular  items  for  which  the  money  was  expended,  the  place 
where,  and  the  persons  to  whom  paid,  what  quantity  oi  timber 
has  been  procured  for  gun  carriages  and  caissons,  its  cost  aunually, 
and  where  deposited:  the  quantity  of  ordnanefe  of  every  kind  that 
has  been  procured  during  those  years,  or  paid  for;  the  sums  ex- 
pended  in  the  purchase  of  sites  for  arsenals  since  the  peace,  the  cost 
of  the  buildings  .erected  thereon,  and  whether  all  those  arsenals 

are  necessary  for  the.service  of  the  United  States. 

The  resolve,  according  to  rule,  ties  on  the  table 
one  day.  before  being  acted  upon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sieioart,  the  subject  of  roads 
and  canals  was  referred  to  a special  commiltee. 

A good  deal  of  time  was  spent  on  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide fur  clothing  the  militia — at  last,  it  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Mr  Bassett’s  bill  concerning  the  disbursement  of 
public  money,  after  some  amendments,  was  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time  to-mor- 
row. Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  Dec.  17.  Mr.  Co/i/en  presented  a me- 
morial of  Lawrence  Kearney,  commander  of  the  U. 
S.  brig  of  war  Enterprise,  on  behalt  ot  himself,  the 
olTicers  and  crew  of  said  brig,  stating  that,  in  exe- 
cution of  the  orders  of  the  navy  department,  he 
captured,  in  the  month  of  October,  1821,  five  pirati- 
cal vessels,  with  two  of  their  prizes;  that  he  de- 
stroyed two  of  the  piratical  vessels,  and,  with  the 
remaining  three  and  the  two  prizes,  arrived  in  the 
port  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  where  the 
former  were  libelled  for  condemnation,  and  the  lat- 
ter for  salvage;  that  the  condemnation  took  place, 
and  the  claim  for  salvage  was  allowed;  but  that  the 
costs  of  prosecution  were  so  enormous  as  to  amount 
to  upwards  of  700  dollars*  more  than  was  received 
for  the  sale  of  the  prizes;  which  deficiency  he  has 
been  compelled  to  pay;  and  that  the  costs  of  pro- 
secuting the  claim  for  salvage  amount  to  almost  as 
much  as  the  proceeds  of  said  claim,  leaving  but  a 
small  balance  to  be  distributed  among  his  crew  as 
prize  money;  that  the  merchandize  libelled  for  sal- 
vage paid  upwards  of  nine  thousand  dollars  duties 
into  the  treasury,  and  praying  that  such  part  of  said 
duties  may  be  refunded  as  will  make  a reasonable 
compensation  to  himself,  his  officers  and  crew,  for 
the  risk  and  trouble  they  have  had  in  the  capture 
aforesaid. 


Mr.  .Eiis/is,  from  the  committee  on  military  af- 1 
fairs,  reported  a bill  to  continue  the  present  mode  . 
of  supplying  the  army  of  the  United  States,  (that  is, 
the  commissariat  system)— which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by  Mr. 
Cocke,  about  the  ordnance  expenditures,  8tc.  after 
some  remarks  from  him,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  militia  of  the 
United  States  when  in  actual  service,  was  read  a 


third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  engrossed  bill  “concerning  the  disbarsement 
of  public  moneys,”  (forbidding  advances  on  con- 
tracts), was  read  a third  time;  and  the  question  be- 
ing “shall  the  bill  pass?” 

After  some  debate  and  opposition,  the  bill  was 
passed  by  a large  majority  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

Considerable  time  was  spent,  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  on  the  resolutions  respecting  the  arti- 
cles of  cession  and  agreement  between  the  United 
States  and  the  state  of  Georgia,  as  affected  by  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  treaties — 

Leave  was  granted  to  sit  again. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  occupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 
and  the  house  went  into  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  subject,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair. 

The  bill  passed  through — the  blank  for  the  num- 
ber of  miles  square  of  land  to  be  obtained  of  the 
Indians  was  fixed  at  30 — each  actual  settler  at  the 
head  of  a family,  was  to  have  320  acres  — the  territo- 
ry to  be  called  “Origon,”  was  to  be  occupied  by 
military  force — the  governor  to  receive  3000  dol- 
lars a year,  kc.  The  bill  being  thus  prepared,  Mr. 
Floyd  made  a speech,  abounding  with  facts,  in  favor 
of  it — after  which  the  committee  rose  and  had 
leave  to  sit  again,  &c. 

Wednesday,  Dec.  18.  Mr.  presented  the 

petition  of  John  Miller,  late  a captain  in  the  second 
regiment  of  U.  S*  Infantry,  praying  to  be  allowed, 
in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  for  a large  sum  of 
money,  of  which  he  was  robbed  while  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  as  district  paymaster:  which 
was  also  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  select  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject, reported,  in  part,  a bill  to  authorize  the  laying 
out  and  opening  a road  from  Wheeling,  in  the  state 
of  Virginia,  to  St.  Louis,  in  the  state  of  Missouri. 
[The  bill  proposes  to  appoint  commissioners,  &c. 
One  of  the  provisions  of  it  is,  that  the  road  shall  pass 
by  the  seats  of  government  of  the  states  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois].  The  bill  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin,  of  Ky,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  w hat  fur- 
ther retrenchment  can  be  made  in  the  expenditures  of  government, 
w'ithout  detriment  to  the  public  service. 

Mr.  .7.  S.  ./o/in5^o;i, of  Louisiana,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  state  herequested  to  lay  before 
this  house  so  much  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Prevost  as  relates  to  the  es- 
tablishment at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,and  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  have  in  his  posession  in  relation  to  the  arrange- 
ments made  about  the  year  I8l4,by  the  north  west  company  with 
the  proprietors  of  a settlement  made  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States. at  the  month  of  Columbia  river,  by  which  that  company 
became  possessed  of  that  settlement. 

This  resolutioji,  from  its  nature,  lies  on  the  table 
one  day  of  course. 

After  a variety  of  minor  business  which  will  suf- 
ficiently appear  hereafter,  the  house,  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  further  considered  the  bill  about  the 
occupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river — 

After  some  debate,  the  bill  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Floyd,  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  of  next 
month. 

Adjourned. 

THURSlUx’s  PROrKr.mWRS— PEC.  19. 

The  senate  was  chiefly  occupied  this  day  in  the 
consideration  of  private  bills. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  Mr.  ,^lex.  Smyth, 
from  the  joint  library  committee,  made  the  follow- 
ing report; 

The  committee  of  the  library,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  letter  of  George  W.  Erving,  esqr.  accom- 
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panying"  a collection  of  medals,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  submit  the  following  re- 
port; 

Resolved,  That  the  speaker  be  directed  to  ex- 
press to  George  W.  Erving,  esqr.  the  thanks  of 
this  house,  for  the  liberal  donation  of  French  and 
American  medals,  made  by  him  to  congress,  for  the 
use  of  the  national  library. 

Unanimously  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  John- 
ston, of  Lou.  was  taken  up,  amended  and  agreed 
to— as  were  several  others. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  Mr.  Lit- 
tle. and  agreed  to — 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending;  the  laws  as  will  more 
elTectually  aiiord  relief  to  sick  and  disabled  seamen. 

I’he  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  inform  this  house  what  appropriations  will  be  re((uired  to  ena- 
ble hiitj  to  fortify  Thompson’s  island,  usually  called  Key  West; 
and  whether  a naval  depot  established  at  that  island,  protected  by 
fortifications,  will  not  afford  facilities  in  defending  the  commerce 
of  the  States,  and  in  clearing  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  adja- 
cent seas  of  pirates. 

I'his  resoluiion  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  accord- 
ing  to  the  rules. 

Several  bills,  &c.  passed  through  different  stages, 
to  be  noticed  hereafter. 

CHRONICLE. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Spark,  lieut.  com.  Peruy,  has 
arrived  at  Norfolk,  from  a cruise  on  tlie  coast  of 
Africa  and  in  the  West  India  seas,  &c.  She  has 
been  under  sail  236  days,  boarded  166  vessels,  con- 
voyed 30,  and  gave  relief  to  5 in  actual  distress,  as 
well  as  captured  several  pirates — officers  and  crew 
in  fina  health. 

, JVew  York.  On  the  1st  of  Dec.  inst.  there  were 
681  vessels  in  the  port  of  New  York— -viz:  95  ships, 
3 barques,  91  brigs,  166  schooners,  295  sloops,  17 
fishing  smacks,  7 steam,  boats,  3 ditto  ferry  boats, 
8 horse  ditto.  Seven  ships,  one  brig  and  several 
smaller  vessels  were  building. 

Considerable  efforts  are  making  in  this  city  to 
raise  50,000  dollars  to  erect  and  complete  a statue 
of  Washington,  worthy,  in  some  degree,  of  the 
dignity  and  fame  of  the  beloved  of  his  co  untry. 

»'  Virginia.  James  Pleasants,  then  being  a senator 
of  the  United  States,  was  lately  elected  governor 
of  Virginia.  For  Mr.  Pleasants  151;  Mr.  George 
Hay  37;  and  Mr.  Linn  Banks  18.  Mr.  Pleasants 
has  accepted  the  appointment,  and  the  national 
legislature  loses  one  of  the  most  amiable  men  that 
ever  belonged  to  it, 

Virginia  and  Kentucky.  The  convention  enter- 
ed into  by  Henry  Clay,  on  the  part  of  Kentucky, 
and  Benjamin  W.  Leigh,  on  the  part  of  Virginia, 
having  been  unconditionally  ratified  by  the  general 
assembly  of  Kentucky,  an  election  was  held  on  the 
9th  ult.  for  two  commissioners  to  constitute  a part 
of  the  b card  to  be  organized  under  the  compact  be- 
tween the  two  states,  and  for  two  attorneys  to  re- 
present the  interests  of  that  state  before  that  tri- 
bunal. 

Hugh  L.  White,  of  Tennessee,  and /aco5  Burnett, 
of  Ohio,  were  unanimously  elected  commissioners. 

Henry  Clay  and  John  liotvan  were  duly  elected 
counsel  for  the  state  of  Kentucky. 

The  board  of  commissioners  is  to  meet  at  Wash- 
r^gto  n city  in  the  course  of  next  month. 


South  Corohna.  John  L.  Wilson  has  been  elect 
ed  governor  of  this  state— for  Mr.  Wilson  83,  Mr. 
Huger  7o  blank  votes  3.  Gen.  Bradley  is  elected 
lieutenant  governor  by  a large  miijority. 

Finances  of  Georgia. — On  the  20th  ult.  the  trea- 
surer, Mr.  Clayton,  submitted  Iiis  annual  slakement, 
from  which  it  appears  that  there  has  been  receiv- 
ed from  various  sources,  from  the  4th  of  November, 
1821,  to  the  31st  of  October,  1822,  ^306,256  03 <ir 
Balance  in  the  treasury,  4th  Nov.  1821, 

145.116  60.§ 

§451,572  63 

Expenditures  in  the  same  time  168,097  13 


Balance  in  treasury,  31st  of  Oct.  1822,  283,475  50 

Book  Lvxitrics. — An  edition  of  the  “British  gal- 
lery of  pictures,”  &c.  has  been  published — price, 
in  Russia  binding,  and  colored  in  imitation  of  the 
originals,  151/.  [over  671  dollars  per  volume.^  A 
volume  of  the  engravings  of  the  collection  of  the 
marquis  of  Stafford,  with  remarks — price  178/  10s, 
finely  colored,  [nearly  800  dollars.] 

Fisheries  of  lake  Superior.  The  Detroit  Gazette 
says,  that  fishing,  upon  an  extensive  scale,  has  been 
commenced  on  lake  Superior.  One  man  has  al- 
ready caught  two  hundred  barrels.  The  editor  of 
the  Gazette  proposes  making  oil  from  the  sturgeon, 
which  are  found  in  immense  numbers  in  those  wa- 
ters. 

Penitenliarics.  A statement  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Georgia  peniteiitiary,  for  the  year  ending  31st  Oct. 
1822,  shews  the  receipt.s,  stuck  on  hand,  See.  to 
amount  to  §25,092  25  — and  the  ex[)enses  and  debts 
to  the  sum  of  22,671  39;  leaving  a balance  in  favor 
of  the  institution  of  §2,420  86. 

The  convicts  received  since  the  establishment  of 
thi.s  institution,  (1st  Nov.  1817),  to  the  1st  of  Nov. 
1822,  was  207;  out  of  this  number  during  the  same 
period,  39  were  pardoned;  18  escaped;  12  died, 
and  48  discharged,  making  117, 1 'aving  in  the  peni- 
tentiary, on  the  1st  day  of  November,  1822,  90  con- 
victs. Of  the  207  who  were  received  in  the  institu- 
tion, 36  were  from  Georgia;  37  Irom  South  Carolina; 
37  from  North  Carolina;  25  from  Virginia;  9 from 
New  York;  8 from  Pennsylvania;  6 fiom  Maryland; 

5 from  New  Jersey;  1 from  Itiiode  Island;  3 from 
Connecticut;  4 from  Massachusetts;  3 from  the 
Canadas;  2 from  Tennessee;  1 from  New  Hampshire; 
18  from  Ireland  and  Scotland;  4 from  Enghand;  2 
from  the  West  Indies;  1 from  Holland;  3 from  Spain; 
1 from  France,  and  1 from  New  Orleans. 

The  penitentiary  of  Ohio,  at  a late  date,  contained 
103  white  male,  nine  colored  do.  and  one  white  fe- 
male— total  113.  Of  these,  26  were  convicts  for 
horse  stealing;  25  for  larceny;  16  for  passing  coun- 
terfeit money,  7 lor  counterfeiting  notes;  7 for 
burglary;  5 for  murder  in  the  second  degree;  6 for 
forgery;  4 for  arson;  3 for  rape;  3 for  perjury;  2 
for  stabbing;  2 for  incest — the  rest  for  different 
crimes.  The  original  states,from  whence  they  were 
from,  were — 25  irom  Pennsylvania;  1 from  South- 
Carolina;  23  from  Virginia;  10  from  New  Jersey; 

6 from  Maryland;  1 from  Ohio;  8 from  New  York; 

4 from  Massachusetts;  1 from  Maine;  3 from  Ken- 
tucky; 2 from  Vermont;  7 from  Connecticut;  2 from 
North  Carolina;  1 from  Tennessee;  1 from  Dela- 
ware; 3 from  England;  1 from  France;  1 from  Ger- 
many; 6 from  Ireland;  1 from  Scotland,  and  2 froni 
Canada.  4 not  known. 113. 
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(j;j^We  are  of  those  who  believe  it  wrong  to  com- 
mence the  discussion  ot  a subject,  unless  a disposi- 
tion is  manifested  to  regard  what  may  be  tempe- 
rately urged  on  either  side  or  party  at  issue — hence 
we  have  several  times  inserted  addresses  and  essays 
in  direct  opposition  to  our  own  opinions  about  na- 
tional industry,  w’ell  knowing  that  those  opinions 
do  not  constitute  fticts;  and,  being  requested,  we 
now  publish  the  political  part  of  Dr,  Jones’  address 
to  the  Nottoway  Agricultural  society:  on  which  we 
may,  respectfully,  offer  some  remarks  hereafter. 

It  is  by  this  practice  that,  as  we  believe,  the  pub 
lie  reason  is  best  consulted,  and  the  people  most 
powerfully  induced  to  acton  important  subjects  and 
occasions — hearing  the  argument  and  knowing  the 
intent  of  both  parties  to  any  matter,  they  feel  an 
interest  in  it  which  they  could  not  otherwise  have. 

(j[^An  article  in  reply  to  one  of  the  points  as^ 
sumed  by  the  Boston  “Merchant,”  in  the  last  Kk. 
oisTER,  has  been  received — but  loo  late  for  inser- 
tion in  the  present  sheet. 

The  docoients.  We  commence  a publication 
of  the  documents  which  accompanied  the  presi- 
dent’s  message,  and  shall  select  out  of  the  volume 
such  as  w'e  believe  to  be  most  needful  to  the  pub- 
lic intelligence,  it  not  being  in  our  power  to  give 
the  whole  in  extenso.  In  this  proceeding,  the  pre- 
sident appears  to  have  adopted  a new  plan,  and 
one,  (we  think),  that  will  prevent  many  calls  for 
information  on  subjects  of  interest  to  the  nation 
and  its  representatives,  and  save  a great  deal  of 
time  and  trouble. 

Trf.a.sust  report.  We  present  the  annual  trea- 
sury report — a paper  which,  after  the  message  of 
the  president,  always  claims  the  first  attention  of 
the  nation.  Its  length  has  materially  interfered 
with  the  proposed  contents  of  tins  sheet  and  ex- 
cluded many  small  articles. 

The  pirates.  Com.  Porter  is  already  in  motion 
—he  arrived  in  Baltimore  on  Thursday  evening 
last  w'eek,  and,  as  it  were  before  any  one  knew 
that  he  was  here,  he  had  purchased  and  sent  off  to 
Norfolk,  allthe  light  vessels  designed  to  act  against 
the  pirates — they  sailed  in  less  than  48  hours 
after  he  reached  this  city.  The  next  day  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  north  in  search  of  a steam-boat. 

United  States’  bank.  Nicholas  Biddle  and 
John  jConnolly,  of  Philadelphia,  H.  Eckford,  of 
New  York,  E.  I.  Dupont,  of  Delaware,  and  John 
McKim,  of  Baltimore,  have  been  appointed  direc- 
tors of  this  bank,  on  the  part  of  the  government. 

Next  president.  An  unsuccessful  attempt  has 
been  made,  at  a meeting  of  the  legislature  of  Ohio, 
to  nominate  a person  to  be  supported  for  the  next 
presidency.  It  was  decided  by  a majority  of  three 
votes,  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  go  into  any  nomi- 
nation,  at  that  time. 

North  Carolina.  John  Branch  has  been  elect- 
ed  a senator  of  the  United  States,  for  six  years  from 
the  4th  of  March  next,  by  a small  ma’oritv,  over 
Vox.  XXITT. 17. 


Montford  Stokes,  the  present  member.  Six  or  se- 
ven ballots  were  had  before  a choice  w’as  made. 

It  is  strangely  intimated  that  the  presidential 
election  had  something  to  do  with  this  contest—* 
perhaps  not;  for  it  has  been  said  that  the  late 
election  of  a senator  from  Maryland  had  a rela- 
tion to  the  presidency,  which  we  do  not  believe— 
never  having  heard  the  fact  suggested  until  we  saw 
it  in  print  in  the  Washington  Gazette.  But  the 
truth  is,  that  the  presidential  election  is  running 
into  things  that  have  no  rightful  connection  with 
it,  out  of  which  much  evil  will  probably  be  pro* 
duced. 

Silk  goods.  A writer  in  a Boston  paper,  urging' 
the  levy  of  a tax  or  duty  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem 
on  silk  goods,  instead  of  the  present  rate  of  15 
per  cent,  says  that  sucli  goods  to  the  value  of 
§1,318,237,  have  been  imported  at  that  place  alone, 
in  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  present  year.  The 
duty  thereon  at  15  per  cent,  is  231,441  dollars — at 
25,  it  would  amount  t o 385,736;  difference  154,2956 
It  is  not  probable  that  this  advance  on  the  duty 
would  affect  the  consumption  at  all;  and  it  would 
h.ave  some  little  tendency  to  equalize  the  amount 
of  the  taxes  paid  by  the  rich  and  the  poor,  many 
articles  that  have  become  necessaries  through  cus- 
tom, are  taxed  at  the  rate  o)i  fifty  per  cent,  ad.  "eaL 

Counterfeit  marks.  The  Delaware  WatchmaH 
has  an  article  which  notices  the  importation  of  a 
quantity  of  goods  ticketed  thus — Indigo  bluesy 
manufactured  by  J.  Steele  ^ Co'  Philadelphia.**  But 
the  colors  are  fugitive,  and  the  goods  of  an  inferior 
quality.  The  name  of  J.  G.  Oliver,  of  Philadel- 
phia, is  given  in  the  importer  This  is  right — pub- 

lic opinion  will  do  all  else  that  is  necessary,  A re- 
cord should  be  kept  of  all  persons  who  thus  injure 
the  reputation  of  our  manufacturers  to  defend 
the  people — and  the  list  should  be  repeatedly  pub- 
lished, that  their  names  may  become  as  familiar  fo 
every  one,  as  that  of  Arnold  was  in  the  revolution. 

Cider.  The  Portsmouth  Journal  states  that  the 
society  of  Shakers  in  Canterbury,  N.  H.  liave,  with- 
in three  weeks,  sold  ten  barrels  of  cider  in  Boston, 
for  which  they  received  one  hmidred  dollars  in 
cash.  Good  common  cider  has  been  selling  in  the 
same  town  for  one  dollar  a barrel.  Such  is  the 
difference  between  good  and  very  good! 

(jj^Here  is  shewn  the  difference  between  pre* 
duction  and  perfection.  The  expense  of  carrying 
the  indifferent  cider  to  market  is  as  great  as  that 
of  the  good— if  that  cost  is  25  cents  per  barrel,  it 
acts  upon  the  value  of  tlie  former  so  as  to  reduce 
it  one  fourth;  but  the  reduction  of  the  value  of  the 
latter  is  only  fx  fortieth  part.  It  is  thus  that  thou- 
sands of  articles,  the  produce  of  our  country,  are  oi* 
little  value  for  the  want  of  a home  market,  or  such 
a degree  of  improvement  as  will  support  the  cost 
of  transport  to  a distant  one. 

Committees.  The  Albany  Daily  Advertiser  re* 
marks,  that  though  the  state  of  New  Y'ork  has 
thirty  members  in  congress,  not  one  of  them  is  a 
presiding  member  of  a standing  committee  in  eithfff;^ 
branch  of  the  national  legislature. 
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Virginia.  Able  writers  in  the  Richmond  “En- 
quirer,” are  calling  the  attention  of  the  people  to 
the  question  “what  shall  be  done  for  the  universi. 
ty?”  and  inviting  the  legislature  to  place  its  hopes 
in  the  western  counties.  These  are  matters  of 
great  interest  to  the  people  of  that  state.  They 
are  drained  of  many  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars 
every  year  for  the  education  of  their  youth,  yet 
they  have  a “literary  fund”  that  might,  and  ought, 
to  raise  up  every  needful  establishment  within  them- 
selves.  They  have  a back  country  equal  to  any  in 
the  world— but  that  country  has  always  been  ne- 
glected, and  the  freemen  who  inhabit  it  are  denied 
an  equality  of  rights  with  those  of  the  eastern  sec- 
tion of  the  commonwealth. 

The  reason  of  these  things  I attempted  to  shew 
in  the  2Ist  volume  of  this  work,  page  201,  My  re- 
marks  on  that  occasion,  I know,  offended  W\e  pride 
of  many  Virginians,  though  they  acknowledged  the 
justice  of  all  that  I said — and  so  pride  acted  against 
truth.  The  fact  is,  as  I then  said,  that,  “unhappily, 
the  splendid  talents  of  the  accomplished  and  learn- 
ed men  which  she  abounds,  have  been  more  ap- 
plied to  discuss  and  settle  abstract  questions  of 
right,  than  to  accomplish  positive  benefits.”  An 
able  and  eloquent  report  about  the  university  or 
concerning  the  literary  fund,  has  been  more  regard- 
ed than  the  practical  operation  of  the  university  or 
careful  application  of  that  fund.  It  is  just  exactly 
the  difference  between  talking  and  acting.  How 
are  the  resources  of  the  small  state  of  Connecticut 
to  be  compared  with  those  of  Virginia? — yet  Yale 
college  has  400  students,  and  the  youths  of  Virginia 
are  sent  from  home  to  be  educated!  The  capital 
of  her  literary  fund  is  not  less  than  1,250,000  dollars 
—what  might  not  be  done  with  this  if  her  legisla- 
tors and  people  were  resolved  to  do?  Her  fund  for 
internal  improvements  amounts  to  more  than  a mil- 
lion and  a half— but  what  internal  improvement  has 
been  made?— though  year  after  year  they  have  been 
surveying  and  reporting.  They  have  been  longer  en- 
gaged in  those  things  than  New  York  will  require 
to  mix  the  waters  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  with 
those  of  the  Ailantic^  and  cast  those  of  the  Hudson 
into  the  St.  La-wrence.  Is  not  this  true? — and  yet 
look  at  the  present  state  of  the  literary  institutions 
of  New  York;  they  are,  in  every  way,  of  a superior 
character,  from  horn-book  learning  to  the  most  ex- 
alted branches  of  science,  all  raised  up  and  sup- 
ported by  practical  legislation.  And,  if  we  com- 
pare Virginia  with  the  eastern  states,  how  stands 
the  case  in  respect  to  those  matters?  How  vast  the 
difference  between  application  and  exposition — 
practice  and  theory! 

If  the  western  parts  of  Virginia  had  been  regard- 
ed as  they  ought;  if  they  had  received  common  justice 
from  the  hands  of  the  legislature  of  the  state,  we 
agree  with  the  writer  in  the  “Enquirer,”  that  she 
might  have  had  “thirty  representatives  in  congress 
instead  of  her  present  humble  number  of  twenty 
two.”  The  table  published  in  the  last  volume  of 
this  work,  page  346,  should  rouse  the  exertion  and 
provoke  the  liberality  of  the  legislators  of  Virginia* 
Let  us  make  an  abstract  of  that  table  as  applicable 
to  the  case: 

liepresentatives  in  congress^ 


1790 

1800 

1810 

(probable) 
1820  1830 

Virginia 

19 

22 

23 

22 

19 

New  York 

10 

17 

27 

34 

40 

Pennsylvania 

13 

18 

23 

26 

26 

Ohio 

0 

1 

6 

14 

19 

What  a decline  of  power! — One  great  cause  of 
this,  (though  there  is  a far  greater  cause),  is  the 


jealousy  of  the  little  barren  eastern  countries  at  the 
progress  of  the  large  and  luxuriant  west— this 
jealousy  has  effect  through  the  operation  of  the 
wretched  provision  in  the  constitution  of  the  state, 
which  may  be  said  to  give  legislative  representa- 
tion to  a second  growth  of  dwarf  pine  trees  in  one 
section  as  to  a growth  of  freemen  in  the  other,  adopt- 
ing the  Uritish  Old  Sarum  principle  and  abusing 
every  rule  of  equity  and  honesty  known  amongst 
men.  All  attempts  to  raise  up  the  west,  by  giving  to 
the  people  those  rights  which  our  fathers  took  up 
the  sword  to  obtain  in  1776,  have  been  resisted  by 
the  little  eastern  counties,  feeling  power  and  for- 
getting right,  though  one  in  the  west,  in  regard  to 
population,  wealth  and  physical  force,  ought  to 
have  the  weight  of  half  a score  of  them.  Some  of 
these  almost  deserted  counties  have  hardly  200 
free  white  males  in  them  above  the  age  of  26  years 
— yet  they  send  t-wo  members  to  the  legislature — 
how  prolific  must  they  be  in  statesmen!  The  great- 
est county  in  the  state  has  no  more  than  two  dele- 
gates, Now  look  again  at  New  York — her  back 
counties,  that  were  a wilderness  a little  while  ago, 
now  contain  almost  as  many  people  as  the  whole 
state  of  Virginia,  her  slaves  included!  But  New- 
York  has  legislated  as  well  for  the  western  as  for 
the  southern  counties,  and  the  whole  have  prosper- 
ed under  the  equal  care  of  a liberal  and  enlighten- 
ed  policy.  Virginia  must  look  to  the  west— she 
must  Ao  justice  to  the  west,  and  release  the  people 
thereof  from  their  political  bondage,  by  which  she 
will  obtain  practical  men  in  her  councils — or  be 
content  to  take  a very  inferior  rank  in  the  grade  of 
the  states,  in  every  respect. 

The  people  of  Virginia  are  proud — but  their 
pride  does  nothing.  It  is  mere  pride — that  will  ac- 
knowledge the  truth  of  the  preceding  remarks, 
and  yet  be  displeased  because  they  are  made — 
though  it  is  evident  that  a desire  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  state,  (and  nothing  else),  could  have  pro- 
duced them.  It  is  our  wish,  for  the  good  of  the 
whole,  that  every  state  may  be  the  rival  of  its 
neighbor  in  the  performance  of  whatever  tends  to 
ameliorate  or  improve  the  condition  of  society — 
and  we  have  been  so  long  accustomed  to  regard 
the  -whole  republic,  that  no  possible  advancement 
in  these  things  in  any  part  of  it,  can  excite  our 
jealousy  or  fail  to  meet  with  our  approbation,  such 
as  it  is,  to  the  full  extent  of  its  worth. 

As  has  before  been  observed,  much  that  applies 
to  Virginia  in  her  fraud  on  the  representative  prin- 
ciple, applies  to  Maryland— the  city  of  Baltimore, 
that  pays  at  least  one  fourth  of  the  taxes  and  con- 
tains a fourth  of  all  the  efficient  population  of  the 
sfate,  has  9^  fortieth  part  of  the  legislative  power  of 
the  state  of  Maryland.  How  can  we  laugh,  that, 
because  Old  Sarum,  which  is  now  without  a house 
or  a resident  inhabitant,  sends  two  members  to  the 
British  parliament,  while  London  with  more  than 
a million  of  people  sends  only  four,  or  Manchester, 
with  120,000,  sends  none?  The  consequence  is, 
that  every  census  shews  a reduction  of  political 
power  in  Maryland.  Freemen  will  seek  the  place 
where  liberty  has  her  home  and  equality  prevails. 

rnOM  A KENTUCKY  CORRESPONDENT. 

“The  meaning  of  words”  and  “application  of 
principles”  begin  to  be  understood.  When  I com- 
menced my  profession  of  the  law  in  this  country  in 
1818,  with  an  extensive  circuit,  almost  every  man 
who  was  able  to  buy  for  money  or  on  credit,  was 
clothed  with  European  fabrics:  now  scarcely  one 
in  an  hundred  of  the  monf  respectable  citizens 
wears  an  imported  coat.  Sheep  are  in  high  de- 
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mane!,  and  weavers’  shuulf  s and  reeds  are  to  be 
seen  in  tlie  str-'ets  of  all  our  tov/ns,  in  the  hands  of 
farmers  and  others  that  have  purcl»ased  them  for 
their  own  use.  Several  factories  for  carding  and 
spinning  cotton  are  building  I’he  people  begin 
to  think  seriously  on  the  subject  of  ilomestic  ma- 
nufactures, and  have  a great  di.sposition  to  encou- 
rage them.  [Here  a compliment  is  paid  to  the  Ue- 
oiSTER  which  we  shall  not  repeat].  The  yonng 
Pennsylvanian,  (see  page  118),  shews  correct  think- 
Ing — sucii  pens  ought  not  to  remain  unemployed. 
The  blessings  of  thousands  of  intelligent  and  think  - 
ing  freemen  accompany  you  and  your  correspon- 
dents in  your  labors.  European  notions,  as  given 
in  their  books  on  political  economy,  must  be  cor- 
rected and  the  public  mind  set  righ  t,  before  our 
workshops  can  be  brought  across  the  Atlantic.  The 
great  reform  is  going  on — we  look  to  you  as  an  in- 
strument to  keep  it  in  progression.  What  has  be- 
come of  our  old  friend,  the  author  of  the  “meaning 
of  words,”  kc.  He  was  doing  much  good — and, 
for  the  sake  of  his  country,  I ho-pe  that  be  will  re- 
sume his  pen.  I cannot  see  how  any  reasonable 
and  unbiased  mind  can  resist  his  evidences  and  ar- 
guments,” Sec. 

ANOTHF.U  KENTUCKY  CORUESPONDENT 

writes  as  follows — which,  as  the  subject-matter  is 
so  great  a rarity,  we  cannot  reluse  to  lay  it  before 
our  readers, for  their  consideration.  This  gentle- 
man thinks  justly  and  has  acted  nobly.  Would 
that  all  else  might  believe  that  money  was  neces- 
sary to  the  carrying  on  of  our  business! 

Jfr.  J\Til€s.  1 enclose  you  a §5  note  of  the  Val- 
ley bank  of  Virginia,  in  advance  for  my  next  year’s 
Register.  Times  are  getting  a little  better  with 
us.  This  note  only  cost  me  §10  of  our  currency, 
and  there  is  a probability  that  exchange  will  be 
mucli  lower.  It  would  be  to  my  interest  to  wait 
and  buy  at  a lower  rate  to  send  to  you;  but  I know 
you  mxist  have  cashor  quit  your  busmess^  and  it  is  bet- 
ter  for  each  customer  to  lose  a little  than  for  you  to  lose 
thousands.^* 

South  Carolina.  The  following  petition,  of  one 
of  the  Catawba  tribe  of  Indians,  was  lately  pre- 
sented to  the  legislature  of  this  state. 

“To  the  councils  of  South  Carolina. 

l am  one  of  the  lingering  embers  of  an  almost 
extinguished  race — our  graves  will  soon  be  our  ha- 
bitations* I am  one  of  the  few  stalks  that  still  re- 
main in  the  field,  when  the  tempest  of  the  revolu- 
tion is  past.  I fought  cgainct  the  Hritish  for  your 
sake — the  British  have  disappeared,  and  you  are 
free:  yet,  from  me,  the  British  took  nothing— nor 
have  I gained  any  thing  by  their  defeat.  1 pursue 
the  deer  for  my  Subsistence — the  deer  are  disap. 
pearing,  and  I must  starve.  God  ordained  me  for 
the  forest,  and  my  habitation  is  the  shade — but  the 
strength  of  my  arm  decays,  and  my  feet  fail  in  the 
chase.  The  hand  which  fought  for  your  liberty,  is 
now  open  for  your  relief-  In  my  youth,  I bled  in 
battle  that  you  might  be  independent — let  not  my 
heart,  in  my  old  age,  bleed  for  the  \vant  of  your 
commisseration. 

(Signed)  PETER  HARRIS.” 

Kentuckt,  Richmond,  J\Tov,  22.  The  letter  we 
published  to-day,  from  our  correspondent  on  the 
^ate  road,  is  quite  gratifying  to  all  who  feel  a deep 
interest  in  the  prosperity  and  credit  of  Kentucky. 
The  best  law-givers  we  have  ever  had  to  relieve 
the  country  of  the  heavy  debt  she  has  been  long 
gl’oaning  under,  are  those  whose  industry  rears  our 
stock  and  carries  it  to  market.-  'I'here'^is  no  mis- 


take  in  this  kind  of  relief — it  requires  no  Common- 
wealth’s bank  as  its  handmaid.  It’s  all  a real  trans- 
action.— Chronicle. 

TO  THE  EDITOn. 

Cumberland  Ford,  Ky.  .Vou.  14,  1822. 

Sir:  At  this  time,  there  have  passed  this  place, 
45,421  live  hogs  for  market — say  they  are  worth  7 
dollars  each,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  a moderate 
calculation,  amounts  to  317,947  dollars.  5,446 
horses  and  mules,  at  an  average  of  80  dollars 
each,  makes  435,680  dollars.  Only  236  stall  fed 
steers,  as  yet,  say  worth  40  dollars  each,  makes  9,440. 
Two  or  three  thousand  hogs,  1 hear,  are  on  the 
road  to  be  added  to  the  above  list;  which,  when  ar- 
rived, you  shall  have  the  correct  amount  at  the 
year’s  end.  If  only  2,000  come.s,  they  will  add  to 
the  amount  14,000  dollars  more,  making  in  all,  (at 
the  lowest  calculation  of  mine),  777,067  in  good  mo- 
ney.  1 trust  the  time  is  not  very  distant,  when  Ken- 
tucky will  restore  her  credit,  and  there  will  be  no 
more  relief  measures  prayed  for,  nor  stop  laws 
passed;  which  have  so  much  disgraced  one  of  the 
most  prolific  and  rich  states  in  the  union,  whose 
sons  are  bold  and  enterprizing,  beyond  any,  1 be- 
lieve, in  the  world. 

Foreign  news.  We  had  a number  of  items  pre- 
pared for  this  paper,  but  must  omit  all  except  those 
inserted  below; 

Turkey.  The  Turks  are  again  driven  out  of  the 
Morea,  after  a series  of  engagements  in  which  they 
lost  great  numbers  of  men.  In  one  of  those  bat- 
tles, near  Corinth,  they  left  3,000  men  on  the  field, 
among  whom  was  All  Pacha,  formerly  grand  vizier 
— the  pacha  of  Thessaly  was  made  prisoner.  After 
this  the  Turks  separated,  and  several  of  their  corps 
were  destroyed — all  killed  or  made  prisoners.  In 
Candia,  also,  the  barbarians  have  been  defeated,  and 
were  shut  up  in  the  fortresses.  Another  naval  vic- 
tory, gained  by  the  Greeks,  is  mentioned. 

A French  paper  reports  that  Alexander  had  de- 
dared  his  intention  of  changing  his  system  in  regard 
to  the  Turks,  and  of  employing  “force  to  compel 
the  barbarous  government  of  Constantinople  to 
make  concessions.” 

The  war  with  Persia  still  goes  on— a Turkish  ar- 
my,  of  50,000  men,  had  been  defeated  near  Trebi- 
sond,  which  had  been  entered  by  the  Persians,  who 
are  also  said  to  be  in  possession  of  Mesopotamia, 
Armenia,  &c.  It  was  reported  that  they  were  ad- 
vancing  on  Anatolia,  and  that  many  Turkish  towns 
on  the  Blac’ic  sea  had  revolted.  Other  places  in 
Syria,  as  well  as  Aleppo,  have  greatly  suffered  by 
earthquakes— in  that  unfortunate  city  only  one  ha- 
bitable house  is  said  to  be  left  standing!— 20,000 
persons  were  killed  and  an  “immense  number 
wounded.”  Two  thousand  houses,  generally  small, 
were  lately  destroyed  by  fire  at  Constantinople. 
The  plague  has  appeared  in  many  parts  of  the  em- 
pire. The  Russian  army,  that  was  falling  back  from 
the  Turkish  frontier,  had  received  orders  to  main- 
tain  its  position.  An  extraordinary  divan  was  lately 
held  at  Constantinople,  at  which  notes  were  agreed 
upon  to  the  ministers  of  Austria,  France  and  Prus- 
sia, explaining  the  reasons  of  the  sultan  for  refusing 
a renewal  of  the  ancient  relations  of  the  Porte  with 
Russia.  The  Weehabites  are  again  in  arms,  and 
lately  destroyed  and  carried  off  a whole  caravan, 
proceeding  from  Mecca  to  Medina,  killing  from  9 
to  10,000  Turks;  “In  the  midst  of  the  disasters, 
says  a letter  from  Constantinople,  the  Turks  crowd 
their  mosques  and  predict  the  dissolution  of  Uieir 
empire.”  May  their  predictions  be  realized! 

Colombia,  A despatch  from  Morales,  dated  the 
4th  Nov.  states  that,  on  the  preceding  day,  near 
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Garabuya,  he  had  had  a battle  with  a body  of  the? 
enemy,  consisting  of  1200  infantry  and  100  cavalry;! 
and  that,  after  a hard  fight,  the  “rebels”  were  sur-| 
rounded  and  completely  defeated,  leaving  1,000 
muskets,  800  prisoners  with  36  officers,  100  dead 
and  160  wounded,  two  colors  and  all  their  stores  in 
his  hands. 


Agricultural  Societies  of  Virginia. 

I'he  following  is  an  extract  from  one  of  the  papers 
directed  to  be  published  by  the  delegation  of  the 
United  Agricultural  societies  of  Virginia,  at  the 
meeting  held  at  Petersburg,  on  the  7th  instant. 
It  is  from  an  address  delivered  to  the  Nottoway 
society,  by  its  president.  Dr.  James  Jones,  on  the 
20th  November,  1822. 

It  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  (and  I deem  it  a fortunate 
incident  in  my  life),  to  present  to  the  national  le- 
gislature one  of  the  first  memorials  which  that  bo- 
dy has  ever  received  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  ag- 
riculture, in  opposition  to  the  monopolizing  claims 
and  pretensions  of  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
United  States.  The  firm  and  dignified  tone  of  re- 
monstrance, with  the  forcible  appeal  to  the  good 
sense  and  justice  of  congress,  contained  in  those 
memorials,  I doubt  not,  had  the  effect,  in  a great 
degree,  to  arrest  that  body  in  one  of  the  most  bane- 
ful systems  of  policy  that  ever  disgraced  any  nation, 
professing  to  be  governed  by  impartial  laws,  based 
upon  the  principle  of  equal  rights;  a system  of 
policy  which  would  lay  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  the 
most  insignificant  ?ind  inconsiderable  interest  in 
this  nation,  the  whole  of  that  course  of  administra- 
tion  by  which  we  have  grown  to  renown,  to  wealth, 
to  prosperity,  and  to  a dignified  rank  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth;  a policy  which  would  drive 
this  nation  from  a course  of  measures  pointed  out  to 
her  by  the  unerring  hand  of  nature,  which  has 
stamped  upon  our  geographical  chart,  in  indelible 
characters,  “that  agriculture  and  commerce  should 
be  the  principal  occupations  of  our  people.”  This 
foul  spirit  of  monopoly,  of  local  and  partial  legisla- 
tion, so  frequently  and  so  fatally  insinuating  itself 
into  our  legislatures,  whether  in  the  form  of  pro- 
tecting duties,  to  encourage  domestic  manufac- 
tures, or  of  privileged  chartered  incorporations,  of 
whatever  description,  remains  yet  to  be  exorcised 
from  its  unhallowed  hold  upon  our  institutions,  by 
the  all-pervading  and  .all  controuling  influence  of 
public  opinion.  This  influence,  embodied  in  a new 
form,  and  derived  from  a source  hitherto  silent  and 
overlooked,  has  already  begun  the  work  of  refor- 
mation in  this  behalf.  The  agricultural  interest, 
throughout  the  United  States,  have,  at  length,  dis- 
covered in  what  way  it  has  happened  that  all 
other  interests  have  mounted  over  their  heads 
into  the  favor  and  patronage  of  government; 
to  their  manifest  injury  and  gross  injustice.  They 
too  have  indulged  the  feelings  and  obeyed  the  im- 
pulses of  the  Esprit  de  Corps-’* — They  have  follow- 
ed the  example  set  them  by  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  interest,  by  embodying  themselves, 
and,  as  a distinct  separate  interest,  have  addressed 
the  government  in  language  manly,  independent, 
and  disinterested.  “We  ask  you,  ‘say  they’  “for 
no  favor,  no  exclusive  privilege,  no  charter  of  in- 
corporation. We  call  to  your  recollection  the  in- 
struments by  which  our  independence  was  achiev- 
ed. It  was  the  yeomanry  of  the  country,  nurtured 
and  cherished  in  the  lap  of  rural  occupation:  From 
their  bosoms  the  republican  spirit  was  transfused 
into  our  political  institutions.  Monopoly,  privileg- 
ed orders,  chartered  rights  were  the  bane  of  that 


government  from  which  we  seceded.  We  threw 
it  off  on  account  of  the  mischiefs  produced  by  that 
course  of  policy  in  the  mother  country. — Our  go- 
vernment wasma.de  by  the  whole  for  die  whole,  and 
no  exclusive  privilege  can  be  conferred,  but  as  a re- 
ward of  services  rendered  to  the  public.  I^et  us 
all  alone.  We  demand  only  protection  in  our  per- 
sons and  in  our  propert}^ — leave  private  individual 
enterprize  to  its  own  guidance  and  direction, 
equally  untra.mmelled  by  the  officious  interference 
of  government  in  the  foim  of  restriction  or  ofa  pre- 
tended fostering  care  Pursue  your  legislative  ca- 
reer under  the  constitutional  prescriptions  of  a de- 
finite and  specified  power,  not  by  the  unwarranted 
inferences  of  a loose  construction  of  general  phra- 
ses, Give  to  all  an  equal  participation  in  the  bless- 
ings of  free  government,  by  adopting  a system  of 
general  policy;  not  by  local,  partial  legislation,  for 
a particular  interest,  with  the  false  insidious  pre- 
tence that  all  may  indirect!)''  come  in  for  a share  of 
the  benefit.  It  is  to  this  latter  principle  we  trac« 
that  policy  which,  in  all  ages,  has  led  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  despotic  governments,  and,  from  the 
practical  operations  of  which,  particularly  in  the 
hierarchical  institutions  of  England,  we  were  dri- 
ven into  successful  opposition  to  that  power.” 

With  sentiments  like  these,  addressed  to  the  un- 
derstandings and  justice  of  congress,  we  will  not 
doubt  of  success  in  reclaiming  that  body  to  a course 
of  correct  and  legitimate  and  constitutional  poli- 
cy, at  least  so  long  as  that  body  shall  be  composed 
of  a majority  of  those  who  represent  the  laboring 
and  productive  interest  of  the  country,  in  contra- 
distinction from  speculative  interest. 

The  great  mischiefs  attendant  upon  all  the  go- 
vernments that  have  ever  existed,  have  arisen  fron* 
an  officious,  meddling,  disposition,  in  those  who 
govern,  to  regulate  every  thing  in  society.  This, 
however,  should  not  be  considered  extraordinary 
in  those  governments  which  were  made  exclusively 
for  the  benefit  of  the  few  privileged  orders;  because 
without  such  universal  and  constant  superintend- 
ance  and  regulation,  they  could  not  wield  and 
manage  the  machinery  to  the  purposes  intended  by 
its  formation.  Hence  has  originated  in  despotisms 
the  bold  assumption  of  a power,  not  only  to  regu- 
tate  the  high  and  important  concerns  of  conscience, 
in  the  form  of  establishments  of  religion  and  test 
acts,  but,  also,  the  more  insignificant  and  petty  con- 
cerns of  private  domestic  economy.  But,  in  the 
United  States,  where  we  have  proceeded  upon  a 
belief  that  man  is  competent  to  self  government,  it 
would  be  natural  to  suppose  that  political  power 
should  abstain  from  all  interference  with  the  af- 
fairs of  society,  except  so  far  as  to  exercise  a saluta- 
ry parental  power  of  protecting  the  weak  against 
the  strong,  and  restraining  and  coercing  the  vi- 
cious, the  refractory  and  the  violent,  at  the  same 
time  allowing  all  to  pursue  their  own  happiness  in 
their  own  way,  strictly  regarding  the  rights  of  their 
neighbors.  VVhatever  political  measure  shall  de- 
tract either  from  the  profits  or  the  respectability 
of  any  avocation  in  society,  must  necessarily  do  jit 
an  injury;  nor  is  it  less  true  that,  whenever  gover- 
ment  shall  lend  its  fostering  aid  to  any  particular 
branch  of  industry,  it  will,  therefore,  give  it  an  im- 
pulse which  may  force  it  ahead  of  others,  not  so  fa- 
vored. For  many  centuries  preceding  the  revolu- 
tion in  France,  the  royal  favour  and  patronage 
were  exclusively  bestowed  upon  the  church  and  the 
army:  and,  by  amalgamating  these  two  interests 
with  the  hereditary  nobility  of  the  country,  it  was 
not  surprising  that  all  honor,  as  well  as  emolument, 
attached  exclusively  to  them.  The  consequence 
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was  that  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures, 
being  viewed  and  treated  merely  as  subservient 
and  auxiliary  to  the  promotion  and  aggrandize- 
ment of  these  other  leading  interests,  became  dis- 
reputable and  urji)rofitable,  and  were  pursued  ex- 
clusively by  those  only,  who,  in  the  fashionable 
slang  of  the  times,  were  termed  i\\c  ignoble,  the  vul- 
gar, the  rabble,  &c. 

The  history  of  other  governments  in  Europe, 
which,  like  France,  I'.ave  had  a feudal  origin,  would 
furnish  instances  equally  apposite  to  our  purpose, 
which  is  to  shew  the  al!  pervading  influence  of  po- 
litical ^jower  in  directing  the  destines  of  man  in 
this  world.  Nor  is  it  important,  as  to  results, 
whether  such  power  is  exercised  under  the  title 
of  a republic,  or  of  an  aristocracy,  or  of  a mo- 
narchy. 'Mie  effects  will  always  be  the  same,  if 
the  causes  are  of  the  same  nature.  It  matters  not, 
as  to  results,  whether  the  great  laboring  inte- 
rest is  ground  to  dust  by  the  operation  of  a tythe 
to  churchmen,  under  the  specious  and  imposing 
pretext  of  supporting  the  hallowed  institutions  of 
religion,  or  whether  it  be  done  by  the  operation 
of  chartered  privileges,  in  the  more  dangerous, 
(because  less  intelligible  and  more  insidious),  form 
of  protecting  duties  for  the  support  of  manufac- 
tures, and  charters  to  banking  institutions.  He 
must,  indeed,  be  a short-sighted  politician,  and  un- 
acquainted  with  the  plainest  and  most  obvious  prin- 
ciples of  political  economy,  who  does  not  preceive 
that  all  such  monopolies  derive  their  support  from 
the  class  of  productive  labor.  Equivalents,  it  is 
true,  are  promised:  It  is  said  that  labor  shall  find  in 
those  chartered  bodies  a surer  and  more  conve- 
nie;it  market  for  its  productions;  but,  with  these 
false  pretences  in  their  mouths,  the  politicians  of 
Ciree.t  Britain  have  gone  on,  for  more  than  a cen- 
tury, in  the  practice  of  a system  whose  monstrous 
ehects  begin  now  to  develope  themselves  in  the 
bankruptcy  and  ruin  of  nearly  a moiety  of  their 
laboring  population. 

Whilst,  then,  gentlemen,  as  a society,  we  keep 
steadily  m view  the  important  subject  of  agricul- 
tural improvements,  by  communicating  the  results 
of  experiments  and  of  practice,  and  by  a mutual 
interchange  of  opinions,  let  us  equally  guard  and 
protect  the  rights  of  agriculture,  by  joining'  with 
our  brethren  throughout  the  United  States  when- 
ever the  occasion  shall  call  for  it,  in  a mild,  but  firm 
and  manly,  tone  of  remonstrance  against  every 
branch  of  our  goverment  policy,  which  shall  be 
found  to  operate  injuriously  to  agriculture,  and,  of 
course,  ought  to  be  considered  as  partial,  unjust 
and  oppressive. 


Religious  Liberty. 

LEGISLATURE  OF  MARYLAND. 

House  of  Delegates,  Dec,  18,  1822, 

Mr.  Thomas  Kennedy  delivered  the  following  re- 
report: 

The  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a bill  en- 
titled, an  act  to  extend  to  the  citizens  of  Maryland, 
the  same  civil  rights  and  religious  privileges  that 
are  enjoyed  under  “the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,”  respectfully  ask  leave  to  report, 

That  they  have  taken  the  subject  into  their  seri- 
ous  consideration,  and  it  is  a subject  of  far  greater 
importance  than  may  at  the  first  glance  be  imagin- 
ed; it  is  a subject  in  which  the  honor,  the  character, 


tho  interest  and  the  future  prosperity  of  t!ie  state, 
are  all  deeply  interested. 

Rel.gious  liberty  does  not  exist  in  Maryland;  for 
religious  liberty  cannot  be  said  to  exist  us.der  any 
government,  where  men  are  not  permitted  to  wor- 
ship God  in  the  manner  most  agreeable  to  the  die- 
tates  of  their  own  consciences,  or  what  is  the  same 
thing,  denied  the  enjoyment  of  civil  rights,  and 
rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  office  civil,  mi- 
litary or  judicial,  except  they  acknowledge  their 
belief  in  a particular  system  of  religion. 

The  constitution  of  Maryland  was  framed  at  an 
early  period  of  the  revolution-— when  ancient  pre- 
judices had  a strong  influence  over  the  mind,  when 
it  was  considered  us  going  far  in  the  work  of  re- 
formation, to  declare  that  there  siiould  be  no  estab- 
lished church  in  the  state,  and  it  certainly  requir- 
ed  great  exertions  to  ellectuate  that  oliject,  for  in 
Maryland  as  well  as  in  other  states,  even  the  ciiris- 
tii'ii  sects,  Catholics  particularly,  had  formerly 
been  proscribed,  and  we  may  at  once  see  how 
strongly  these  prejudices  influenced  the  minds  of 
the  wise  and  worthy  framers  of  our  constitution, 
when  in  one  breath  they  declare,  “that  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  man  to  worship  God  in  such  a man- 
ner as  he  thinks  most  acceptable  to  him.”  And  in 
the  next,  that  it  was  only  professingciinstians  who 
were  entitled  to  protection  in  their  religious  li- 
berty.* 

When  the  revolutionary  war  was  at  an  end,  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States  had  time  to  give 
the  principles  of  government,  and  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty  a fair  and  a full  examination;  when  the 
immortal  Washington  and  his  illustrious  compeers, 
selected  I'rom  every  state  in  the  union,  met  in  con- 
vention to  frame  a constitution,  which  was  ratified 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  they  unani- 
mously declared,  that  “no  religious  test  shall  ever 
be  required  as  a qualification  of  any  office  or 
public  trust,  under  the  United  States.”  Such  a 
declaration,  at  such  a time,  and  from  such  an  assem- 
blage, comprising  a greater  share  of  talents,  vir- 
tue,  and  patriotism,  than  our  own,  or  perhaps  any 
other  country  will  ever  again  exhibit  calls  loudly 
for  our  admiration.  They  broke  the  last  link  of 
religious  tyranny,  and  put  an  end  to  the  dominion 
of  superstition — the  free,  sovereign  and  indepen- 
dent people  of  the  United  States,  echoed  and  re- 
echoed the  noble  sentiment — “No  religious  test 
shall  ever  be  required”— even  Maryland  joineil  in 
the  general  acclamations,  and  hailed  the  glad  tid- 
ings with  joy;  and  we  find  the  names  of  a McHenry, 
a Jenifer,  and  a Carroll,  attached  to  that  instru- 
ment under  which  the  United  States  have  risen  to 
glory  and  greatness. 

The  only  state  constitution  which  imposes  a re- 
striction in  any  degree  similar  to  that  of  Maryland, 
is  that  of  Massachusetts,  which  was  also  adopted 
during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  even  that  is  only 
applicable  to  a few  offices.  The  state  of  Maine, 
which  formed  part  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  re- 
ceived into  the  union  a few  years  past,  has  made 
it  a part  of  her  constitution,  that  no  religious  test 
shall  be  required  as  a qualification  for  office.  The 
adjoining  state  of  Delaware  was  the  first  to  follow 
the  footsteps  of  Washington  in  this  respect,  and  to 
use  the  same  words  in  her  constitution  as  in  that 
of  the  United  States.  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Illinois 
and  Alabama  have  all  incorporated  the  same  decla- 
ration in  theirs — and  all  the  other  states  liave  re- 
cognized religious  liberty  as  a “natural  unalienabla 


* Declaration  of  rights,  article  33. 
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right**  (1)— «as  an  inestimable  privilege’*  (2) — as  a 
right  to  be  enjoyed  “without  discrimination  or  pre- 
ference** (3) — “to  cause  no  abridgment  of  civil 
rights’*  (4) — that  “no  human  authority  can  in  any 
case  whatever,  control  or  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  conscience**  (5) — “that  no  person  shall  be  de- 
nied the  enjoyment  of  any  civil  right  merely  on 
account  of  his  religion”  (7) — and  wherever  they 
have  not  recognized  the  most  perfect  freedom  in 
religious  matters,  they  do  not  require  as  a qualifi- 
cation  for  office  any  other  test  than  a simple  oath. 

Maryland,  therefore,  stands  alone  in  this  respect; 
and  your  committee  ask — and  may  ask  with  confi- 
dence, why  should  Maryland  continue  to  retain 
this  feature  in  her  constitution,  since  it  has  been 
virtually  abolished  by  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States,  and  is  at  once  inconsistent  with  the  dic- 
tates of  wisdom  and  common  sense,  and  is  not  sanc- 
tioned by  any  authority  either  human  or  divine. — 
"We  have  no  right  to  interfere  with  the  religious 
opinions  of  others — we  have  no  right  to  prescribe 
those  who  differ  from  us  on  religious  subjects — 
■we  are  answerable  in  this  respect,  to  our  great 
creator,  to  God,  not  to  man. 

Shall  that  religion  which  was  announced  to  hum- 
ble shepherds  on  the  plains  of  Bethlehem  as  the 
<‘glad  tidings  of  great  joy** — as  proclaiming  “on 
earth  peace,  good  will  towards  men” — that  reli- 
gion which  commands  us  to  “love  our  neighbors 
as  ourselves** — shall  that  religion  be  used  any  long- 
er in  Maryland  as  a political  instrument  to  deprive 
worthy  and  virtuous  citizens  of  their  just  rights. 

(3)  Principles  are  eternal,  and  whether  we  pre- 
scribe from  office  ten,  or  ten  thousand  citizens,  it 
amounts  to  the  same  thing,  and  is  equally  contra- 
ry to  the  law  of  God  which  is  written  in  every 
heart,  and  directly  at  variance  with  that  precept 
which  proceeded  from  the  lips  of  our  divine  Mas- 
ter  “whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  un- 
to you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them;*’  and  who  so  con- 
troverts this  sacred  command,  may  call  himself  a 
Christian,  may  be  a recorded  Christian,  but  he  is 
not  a Christian  indeed  and  in  truth;  he  is  not  a real 
disciple  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus  who  declar- 
ed that  his  “kingdom  was  not  of  this  world.” 

Situated  as  Maryland  is,  in  the  midst  of  large 
and  powerful  states,  who  have  universally  thrown 
open  the  doors  of  office  and  honor  to  all  whose 
talents  and  merit  entitle  them  to  the  confidence  of 
the  people;  it  becomes  our  interest,  as  well  as  our 
duty,  to  let  the  world  know  that  in  Maryland  as  well 
as  in  the  other  states,  civil  and  religious  liberty  is 
enjoyed  in  its  fullest  extent.  Nor  can  we  hope 
for  prosperity  as  a state,  until  we  do  justice  to  all 
men. 

Your  committee,  will  only  further  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  house  to  the  inconsistency  of  retaining 
in  the  constitution  a provision  which  is  at  war  with 
the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  re- 
mark that  the  same  citizens  whom  the  people  can- 
not chose  to  represent  them  in  the  state  legisla- 
ture may  be  by  the  same  people  elected  to  con- 
gress, and  may  also  be  elected  to  the  presidential 
chair;  that  he  who  cannot  be  a justice  of  the  peace 
in  Maryland,  may  be  chief  justice  of  the  U.  States; 

(1)  Constitutions  of  North  Carolina  and  New- 
Hampshire. 

(2)  New  .Jersey. 

(3)  New  York  and  South  Carolina. 

(4)  Vermont. 

(5)  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania. 

(6)  Georgia. 

(7)  Kentucky  and  Mississippi. 


and  he  who  cannot  be  an  ensign  in  the  militia  may 
command  the  army  of  the  nation;  such  inconsisten- 
cy is  too  glaring— too  ridiculous  to  be  longer  tole- 
rated by  a free  people. 

This  question  has  been  presented  to  tlie  consid- 
eration of  former  legislatures  in  another  from— It  is 
now  presented  to  your  consideration  on  what  your 
committee  think  is  the  true  ground;  on  the  ground 
of  extending  to  all  the  citizens  of  Maryland  with- 
out distinction  of  sect  or  name,  the  same  civil  rights 
and  religious  privileges  that  are  enjoyed  within  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  surely  no 
danger  can  arise  from  our  following  the  example 
of  our  sister  states — or  from  incoi  [jorating  into  the 
constitution  of  Maryland  the  language  used  in  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  we,  therel'ore, 
ask  leave  to  report  a bill  to  that  eil’ect.  All  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSHUA  COCKEV,  jr.  clerk. 

AN  ACT 

To  extend  to  the  citizens  of  Maryland  the  same 

civil  rights  and  religious  privileges  that  are  en- 
joyed under  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States. 

Whereas,  By  the  declaration  of  rights  of  this 
state,  it  is  declared  “that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  worship  God  in  such  manner  as  he  thinks 
most  acceptable  to  him.” 

And  Whereas,  By  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  it  is 
declared  that,  “no  religious  test  shall  he  required 
as  a qualification  to  any  office  or  public  trust  under 
the  U.  States.” 

And  whereas,  certain  citizens  of  Maryland  are 
deprived  of  civil  rights,  and  rendered  incapable  of 
holding  offices  on  account  of  their  religious  princi- 
ples; therefore^ 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  hy  the  general  assembly  of 
Maryland,  That  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  re- 
quired as  a qualification  to  any  office  or  public 
trust  under  this  state  of  Maryland. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  all  such  parts  of 
the  declaration  of  rights  and  constitution  and  form 
of  government  of  this  state  as  are  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
by abrogated,  annulled  and  made  void. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  if  this  act  shall 
be  confirmed  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland, 
after  the  next  election  of  delegates,  in  the  first 
session  after  such  new  election,  as  the  constitution 
and  form  of  government  directs,  in  such  case,  this 
act,  and  the  alterations  of  the  constitution  therein 
contained,  shall  constitute  and  be  valid  as  a part  of 
the  said  constitution  and  form  of  government,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  any  thing  therein  contained, 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  following  resolutions  were  introduced  into 
the  senate  of  Maryland,  by  Mr.  Chambers,  and, 
have  since  passed  both  branches  of  the  legislature 
unanimously. 

Resolutions  approving  the  measures  of  the  general 
government. 

Whereas,  the  state  of  Maryland  is  in  a peculiar 
degree  dependent  on  that  aid  and  protection,  to  se- 
cure which,  was  the  great  object  of  the  confedera- 
tion of  these  United  States,  and  especially  is  expo- 
sed from  its  vast  extent  of  navigable  waters,  and  the 
geographical  position  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  the 
attacks  of  a maratime  enemy,  who,  as  has  been  de- 
monstrated by  the  events  of  the  late  war  can  harrass 
our  citizens,  plunder  and  destroy  our  property,  pos- 
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sess  themselves  of  our  territory,  prevent  our  neces- 
sary transactions,  so  far  a.s  a large  proportion  of  our 
citizens  are  alTected.  And  whereas,  exemption  from 
such  danger  to  the  lives  and  exposure  of  the  for. 
tunes  of  our  citizens,  can  only  be  secured  to  us,  by 
the  liberal  application  of  those  means  which  the 
good  people  of  these  United  States,  have  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  government  of  the  union,  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare;  and  it  is  not 
only  the  soundest  policy,  but  the  best  dictate  of 
prudent  economy,  to  use  the  period  when  a gene- 
ral peace  and  the  ordinary  resources  of  our  country 
afford  opportunity  to  the  government  to  provide 
for  the  defects  in  our  system,  which  a state  of  war 
has  disclosed,  and  to  be  prepared  against  a recur- 
rence of  injuries,  which  may  be  repeated  at  a mo- 
ment, impossible  by  any  political  calculation  to  be 
anticipated. 

And  whereas,  it  is  at  all  times  the  duty  of  the 
citizens  of  a free  government,  to  deliberate  on  the 
policy  and  measures  of  tliose  to  whom  they  have 
confided  the  administration  of  their  political  con 
cerns,  and  on  occasions  when  contrariety  of  opi- 
nion is  entertained  on  matters  . itally  affecting  their 
best  interests  with  candor  ana  firmness. 

We  the  members  of  the  senate,  and  house  of 
ueJcgates,  acting  as  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple of  .viaryland,  and  influenced  by  a belief,  that 
it  is  highly  expedient  in  the  present  situation  of 
our  political  concerns  to  announce  the  opinions  and 
wishes  of  the  people  of  this  state,  in  relation  to  such 
measures  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
as  have  in  view  the  better  security  of  our  country 
aguinst  the  approaches  of  a hostile  maritime  force 
do  therefore 

Resolve,  That  we  cordially  approve  the  elfortsof 
the  general  government,  to  foster  our  navy  and  to 
cause  a progressive  increase  of  this  means  of  de- 
fence, which  experience  has  taught  us  to  regard 
as  necessary  to  our  protection  and  to  the  main- 
tainance  of  that  high  and  dignified  character  which 
has  exalted  our  country  amongst  the  nations  of  the 
earth. — I'hat  we  cordially  approve  of  every  effort 
of  the  general  government  to  extend  and  perfect 
a system  of  defence  by  fortifications  highly  useful 
in  other  places,  and  essentially  necessary  to  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Chesapeake  and  its  tributary  rivers. 

And  whereas,  from  the  relative  position  of  this 
state,  and  those  vast  sources  of  successful  enter- 
prize  and  wealth,  the  rivers  Potomac  and  Susque- 
hanna, as  well  as  from  the  relation  of  our  largest 
city,  to  an  extensive  district  of  inland  country.  It 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  our  citizens  that  a 
system  of  internal  improvement  shall  be  vigorous- 
ly pursued:  Therefore,  we  do  further  resolve.  That 
we  will  highly  approbate  and  zealously  co  operate 
with  the  general  government  in  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  will  afford  to  our  country  the  facilities 
and  advantages  which  nature  has  placed  in  our  con- 
trol, and  which  a wise  policy  should  induce  us  to 
improve. 

Resolved,  That  a copy  of  the  foregoingpreamble 
and  resolutions  be  forwarded  by  the  executive  to 
each  of  our  senators  and  representatives  in  con- 
gress, with  a request  that  they  will  co-operate  in 
the  promotion  of  the  measures  which  in  the  sense  of 
the  legislature  are  best  calculated  for  the  interests 
of  the  union  at  large,  and  especially  of  this  state. 


Decree  of  Morales. 

We  have  already  noticed  the  following  decree  of 
the  royal  commander  in  Colombia,  but  shall  re- 
peat its  insertion  to  give  a nearer  view  of  the 


subject — It  is  dated  at  Maracaybo,  Sept.  15, 1822^ 
and  signed  Francisco  Tomas  ^Morales. 

DECREE. 

Art.  1.  All  foreigners  taken  or  found  in  the  ranks 
— in  any  branch  of  administration  of  the  enemy — 
with  printing  presses,  or  acting  as  editors  of  news- 
papers, of  works  relative  to  the  present  war,  to  the 
scenes  of  action  in  rebellious  America,  or  the  Uo- 
man  Catholic  religion,  or  in  any  manner  offensive 
to  the  nation,  its  government  or  subjects,  shall  suf- 
fer death,  after  a short  military  trial,  and  their  pro- 
j:erties  forfeited  to  the  public  chest. 

Art.  2.  Foreigners  who  may  be  found,  alihough 
not  in  the  exercise  or  under  the  circumstances 
aforesaid,  but  having  introduced  themselves  into 
the  country  during  its  occupation  by  the  ( nemy, 
shall  be  doomed  to  serve  in  the  public  works  for 
three  years,  and  their  properties  forfeited  to  the 
national  treasury. 

Art.  3.  Those  foreigners,  who  have  been  found 
in  this  capital  and  its  environs,  who,  by  an  effect  of 
national  forbearance,  have  been  exempted  from  the 
fate  they  deserved,  both  as  regards  their  persons 
and  properties,  owing  to  their  political  and  reli- 
gious conduct  having  been  hitherto  unknown,  shall 
quit  all  Spanish  territory  in  the  precise  period  of 
eight  days,  with  their  baggage,  and  other  property 
which  may  have  been  given  over  to  them;  and  they 
are  warned  not  to  return  again,  under  pain  of  death, 
unless  it  be  under  the  conditions  and  circumstances 
prescribed  for  the  carrying  on  a legitimate  com- 
merce  in  the  ports  of  Venei^uela, 

PROTEST  OF  CAPT.  SPENCE,  V.  S.  KAVT.' 

From  the  commander  of  the  United  States  ship 
Cyane,  and  senior  naval  officer  in  the  West  In- 
dies, to  his  excellency  Francis  Tomas  Morales, 
general  in  chief  of  the  Spanish  royal  forces  on 
the  Main. 

Sir— I have  been  presented  with  your  excellen- 
cy’s public  decree  of  the  15th  Sept.  last— a decla- 
ration of  the  most  despotic  and  sanguinary  nature, 
against  all  foreigners,  whose  love  of  glory,  com- 
mercial pursuit,  and  lawful  occupations,  may  enlist 
them  in  the  service,  or  detain  them  in  the  territo- 
ries possessed  by  the  enemies  of  Spain  recogniz- 
ed by  the  United  States  as  independent  govern- 
ments. 

A manifesto  so  extraordinary,  so  hostile  to  the 
rights  of  nations,  so  disparaging  and  prejudicial  to 
the  character  of  the  era  in  which  we  live,  cannot 
fail  to  excite  astonishment,  and  to  attract  the  at- 
tention of  all  who  wish  to  preserve  civilization 
from  the  encroachments  of  barbarism,  or  have 
rights  to  protect  from  military  misrule  and  inva- 
sion. 

As  commander  in  chief  of  the  royal  forces,  inef- 
fectually employed  in  Venezuela,  you  are  accounta- 
ble to  your  king  only  for  your  proceedings  against 
his  subjects.  But,  for  acts  of  rapacity,  cruelty  and 
oppression  exercised  against  foreigners — for  their 
illegal  imprisonment— for  their  seizure  and  the  con- 
fiscation of  their  property— for  their  degradation  un- 
der the  aforesaid  proclamation,  you  are  answerable 
to  the  world,  because,  by  such  acts  of  hostility,  you 
wage  an  indiscriminate  war  against  all  governments, 
and,  by  trampling  on  the  sacred  rights  of  man,  place 
at  defiance  nations  who  hold  the  laws  and  humane 
usages  of  civilized  society  as  rules  of  action. 

War,  under  the  mildest  aspect,  is  a calamity  to 
be  deplored;  but  when  to  its  inseparable  horrors 
are  superadded  cruelties,  perpetrated  without  ne- 
cessity, and  men,  pursuing  peaceable  avoc  dions. 
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are  included  in  the  most  sanguinary  proscriptions, 
without  reference  or  respect  to  the  nation  which 
owes  them  protection,  it  becomes  a demoniac 
scourge,  a hydra  curse,  which  policy  and  humanity 
are  equally  interested  in  arresting. 

Against  such  a course  of  violence  as  y -u  have 
proclaimed  to  the  world,  in  behalf  of  my  country^ 
men,  1 protest,  and  do  hereby  premonish  your  ex- 
celiency,  that  to  enforce  the  penalty,  punishment 
and  Ignominy,  threatened  in  your  manifesto,  against 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  are  at  pre- 
sent, or  who  may  hereafter  be  found  by  your  ex- 
cellency in  the  independent  territories  to  which 
you  refer,  prosecuting  their  commercial  concerns 
under  the  guarantee  of  laws  and  usages,  which  no 
Christian  soldier,  fighting  either  for  glory,  his  mo- 
narch, or  his  country,  can  violate  with  impunity. — 
The  soldier,  whose  sword  is  stained  with  the  blood 
of  unoffending  men,  superfluously  shed,  wins  not 
the  wreath  of  the  warrior,  but  the  reputation  of  a 
recreant. 

The  blockade  declared  by  general  Morillo,  to 
which  your  excellency  alludes,  exists  not,  neither 
has  it,  at  any  anterior  period,  been  enforced  in 
conformity  to  rules  prescribed  by  the  accepted  de- 
cisions of  the  highest  authorities,  rendered  valid 
by  time  and  general  acquiescence.  It,  therefore, 
has  hitherto  been  a mere  pretext  for  the  intercep- 
tion of  our  lawful  trade — for  the  seizure  and  de- 
tention of  our  property — for  the  abuse  and  mal- 
treatment of  our  mariners — for  purposes  of  plun- 
der and  outrage  - ail  of  which  evils  it  has  produced. 

For  spoliations  committed  on  the  commerce  of  | 
the  United  States,  under  the  sanction  of  that  paper 
interdiction,  restitution  will  be  required — and  to 
the  dignity  which  characterizes  the  government  of 
the  republic  is  Spain  indebted  for  that  magnani- 
mous forbearance  from  reprisal,  justifiable  on  eve- 
ry principle  of  self  preservation  and  defence. 

The  citizens  of  the  U.  States,  from  the  peace- 
ful and  neutral  course  prescribed  by  their  govern- 
ment, are  justly  entitled  to  the  respect  of  the  bel- 
ligerent parties,  and  if  their  enterprize  induces 
them  to  reap  the  advantages  of  a lawful  trade  with- 
in territories  alternately  in  the  occupancy  of  either, 
they  are  there  as  citizens  of  a truly  neutral  power — 
a power  that  has  at  no  time  afforded  aid,  or  ex- 
ercised influence  of  any  kind,  in  the  present  unhap- 
py contest. 

Between  the  United  States  and  the  sovereign  of 
Spain  there  exists  a treaty,  recently  made,  and  con- 
secrated  by  the  most  formal  observances,  the  ac- 
knowledged basis  of  which  is  good  will  and  a cor- 
dial spirit  of  conciliation.  How,  then,  in  the  face 
of  this  pledge  of  concord,  do  you,  sir,  undertake 
to  threaten  with  forfeitures  and  ignominious  pe- 
nalties— with  slavery  and  death — the  citizens  of  a 
republic,  who  have  a right  to  expect,  under  this 
token  of  friendship,  safety  and  exemption  from  mo- 
lestation. 

Wrongs  and  injuries  that  may  accrue  to  citizens 
of  the  union  from  your  unlawful  decrees,  whether 
visited  on  their  persons  or  property,  will  be  num- 
bered with  the  catalogue  of  outrages  already  sus- 
tained, and  for  which  Spain  must  be  answerable. 
Against  all  such  wrongs  and  injuries  I protest,  and 
do  hereby  solemnly  call  upon  your  excellency  to 
abstain  from  the  adoption  of  measures  fraught  with 
most  evil  consequences — measures  coercing  a spirit 
of  retaliation  and  reaction,  the  end  and  issue  of 
which  may  be  conceived,  foreseen  and  prevented 
by  your  excellency.  And  I invite  your  excellency, 
as  a iovqr  of  tiie  character  and  honor  of  Spain,  of 


the  amity  and  good  faith  so  happily  preserved  be- 
tween her  and  the  republic,  to  annul  all  such  re- 
strictions as  lead  to  a violation  of  the  laws  of  na- 
tions—as  infringe  the  just  rights  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States — as  deprive  them  of  the  benefits  of 
peace,  and  tend  to  augment  to  an  alarming  amount 
the  account  which  hereafter  must  inevitably  be 
balanced  between  the  two  nations. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  TREAT  SPENCE, 

Senior  naval  officer  of  the  United  States 
in  the  West  Indies. 

Curracoa,  ISlhJVov,  18i2. 

Protest  of  the  ooveknor  of  Curracoa. 

The  rear  admiral,  governor  of  Curracoa  and  its  de- 
pendencies, to  his  excellency  the  general  in  chief 

of  the  Spanish  army  on  the  Main. 

I had  the  honor,  on  the  4th  inst.  to  receive  your 
excellency's  letter  of  the  18th  October,  together 
with  an  authentic  copy  of  your  excellency’s  decree, 
dated  15th  September,  ult.  relative  to  the  treat- 
ment which  foreigners  have  to  expect  from  your 
excellency,  as  expressed  in  the  said  decree,  if  they 
are  found  in  the  service  or  in  the  territories  in 
possession  of  the  enemies  of  the  Spanish  nation  on 
the  Main. 

I will  notenter  into  the  measures  of  policy  and 
safety  which  your  excellency  may  think  proper  to 
adopt,  wherever  you  have  lawful  authority,  with 
regard  to  the  rights  of  nations  and  warfare.  I feel 
myself,  however,  in  consequence  of  your  excellen- 
cy’s said  decree,  obliged  to  oppose  those  measures 
which  may  be  made  applicable  to,  or  exercised  on 
Dutch  subjects,  who  may  be  found  engagedin  law- 
ful trade,  or  in  the  peaceable  prosecution  of  their 
profession. 

I refer  myself  to  what  I have  already  stated  with 
regard  to  the  blockade,  namely:  I will  not  acknow- 
ledge any  other  than  such  as  is  declared  in  confor- 
mity to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  duly  enforced. 

With  respect  to  the  threatened  proceedings,  I 
most  solemnly  deny  the  right  your  excellency  pre- 
sumes to  have,  of  putting  them  in  force  against  pea- 
ceable Dutchmen,  subjects  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
Netherlands,  who  may  be  found  trafficking,  or 
in  the  prosecution  of  their  business  or  interests, 
which  are  not  prohibited  by  laws  and  customs  ge- 
nerally admitted  and  acknowledged  by  subjects  of 
neutral  powers,  who  do  not  interfere  in  the  disputes 
or  wars  of  others. 

I thus  protest  against  all  and  every  act  of  vio- 
lence or  ill  treatment,  and  against  all  injustice  ex- 
ercised by  5mur  excellency  on  Dutch  subjects, 
either  in  their  persons  or  property,  for  which,  and 
for  the  consequences  thereof,  I hold  your  excellen- 
cy responsible,  whilst  I reserve  to  myself  all  such 
measures  and  steps,  which  yor  excellency’s  pro- 
ceedings may  render  necessary  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  dignity  and  rights  of  the  Dutch  nation,  and 
for  the  protection  of  the  persons  and  properties  of 
her  subjects. 

I remain,  with  all  consideration. 

2.  To  make  known  the  above-mentioned  letter, 
with  its  annexed  document,  and  our  answer  there- 
to, as  given  in  the  foregoing  article,  by  publication 
in  the  usual  manner,  and  through  the  medium  of 
the  Curracoa  Gazette,  in  order  that  the  said  decree 
of  the  general  in  chief  of  the  Spanish  army  on  the 
Main,  and  our  answer  thereto,  may  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  all  Dutch  subjects. 

The  said  governor,  CANTZXAAU. 

Curracoa^  Stlh  JVuvemher^  1822. 
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Annual  Treasury  Report. 

]n  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  “act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  to  establish  the  treasury  de- 
partment,” the  secretary  of  the  treasury  respect- 
fully submits  the  following  report: 

1,  Of  the  public  revenue  and  expenditure,  of  the  years 
1821  flni/  1822. 

The  nett  revenue  which  accrued  from  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  during  tlie  year  1821,  amounted  to  Dolls.  I5,8y8,434  42 


The  actual  receipts  in  the  treasury,  during  the 
year  1821,  including  the  loan  of  SfiOOfiOO  dollars, 
amounted  to  Dolls.  19,573,703  72 

Viz. 

Customs  13,004,447  15 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 
stock  1,212,956  46 

Arrears  of  internal  duties  and  direcn 
tax  I 

Dividend  on  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  356,290  11 
United  States,  and  other  incidental  1 
receipts  J 

Loan  authorized  by  act  of  the  3d 
March,  1821,  including  a premium  of 
264,703  70  dolls,  gained  on  the  same  5,000,000  00 
Making,  with  the  balances  in  the  treasury,  on  the  1st 

of  January,  182l,of  Dolls.  1,198,461  21 


After  deducting  from  this  sum  certain  balances 
of  appropriations,  amounting  sto  §1,232.212  11, 
whicli  are  necessary  to  elFect  the  objects  for  which 
they  were  severally  made,  or  have  been  deducted 
from  the  estimates,  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing 
year,  a balance  of  §1,916,135  56,  remains;  which, 
with  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  year 
1823,  constitutes  the  means  for  defraying  the  cur- 
rent service  of  that  year. 

2.  Of  the  public  debt. 

The  funded  debt  which  was  contracttM  before  the  year^lSl?, 
aiul  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  1st  October,  1821,  aniounud 
to  Dolls.  17,833,746  84 

And  that  which  was  contracted  subsequently  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1812,  and  was  unredeented  on  the  1st 
of  October,  1821,  amounted  to  75,852,458  18 


Making  the  total  amount  of  funded  debt  unredeem- 
ed on  the  1st  of  October,  I82i,  93,636,205  02 

In  the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year  there  was  isjoed 
treasury  note  six  per  cent,  stock,  to  the  amount  of  390  40 


Making  an  aggregate  of  93,606,595  42 

In  the  same  quarter  there  was  paid  the  sum  of  262,738  75 

Viz.— Reimbursements  of  six  per  cent. 

deferred  stock,  Dolls.  257,180  60 

Redemption  of  Louisiana  stock  5,558  15 


An  aggregate  of  Dolls.  20,772,164  93 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  1821  amounted 
to  ^ Dolls.  19,090,572  69 

Civil,  diplomatic  and  miscellaneous  2,241,871  54 

Military  service,  including  fortificatious, 
ordnance,  Indian  department,  revolu- 
tionary and  military  pensions,  arming 
the  militia,  and  arrearages  prior  to 
the  1st  January,  1817  5,l62,3fi4  47 

Naval  service,  including  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  navy  3,319,243  06 

Public  debt  8,367,093  62 

Leaving  a balance  in  the  treasury,  on  the  1st  of  Jan. 

1822,  of  Dolls.  1, 681,592  24 

The  actual  receipts  in  the  treasury, 
during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the 
year  1822,  are  estimated  to  have 
amounted  to  Dolls.  14,745,408  75 

Viz. 

Customs,  12,648,933  15 

Public  lands,  exclusive  of 
Mississippi  stock  1,298,484  56 

Arrears  of  internal  duties 
and  direct  tax,  dividend 
on  stock  in  the  bank,  & 
other  incidental  receipts  391,871  76 
Balances  of  appropria* 
tions  for  the  war  and 
navy  departnaents,  re- 
turned to  the  treasury 
and  carried  to  the  sur- 
plus fund  406,119  23 

The  actual  receipts  into  the  treasury, 
during  the  4th  quarter,  are  estimat- 
ed at  5,000,000  00 


staking  the  total  estimated  receipts  into  the  treasu- 
ry, during  the  year  18p  19,745,408  75 


And,  with  the  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1822,  forming  an  aggregate  of  Dolls.  21,427,000  99 
I’he  experiditures  during  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  year  1822,  are  esti- 
mated to  have  amounted  to  12,278,653  32 

Viz. 

Civil,  diplomatic  and  mis- 
cellaneous 1,536,434  24 

Military  service,  includ- 
ing tbrtificatioDS,  ord- 
nance, Indian  depart- 
ment, revolutionary  and 
military  pensions,  arm- 
ing the  militia,  and  ar- 
rearages prior  to  1st  Ja- 
nuary, 1817  4,930,210  6f 

Naval  service,  including 
the  gradual  increase  of 
the  navy,  1,538,952  88 

Public  debt  4,273,055  52 

The  expenditures  during  the  fourtli 
quarter,  including  the  redemption  of 
2,000,000  dollars  of  six  per  cent,  stock 
of  1820,  are  estimated  at  Dolls.  6,000,000  00 


Making  the  total  estimated  expenditure  for  the  year 
1822  Dolls.  18,278,653  32 

And  leaving  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 

1823,  an  estimated  balance  of  Dolls.  3,148,347  67 


Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  the  1st  Jan.  1822,  to  93,423,856  67 
From  that  day  to  the  1st  of  October  last,  there  was 
issued  three  percent,  stock  to  the  amount  of  143  02 

Making  an  aggregate  of  93,493,999  69 

During  the  same  period  th-  re  was  paid  the  sum  of  380,980  02- 
Viz.— Reimbursement  of  six  per  cent. 

deferred  stock  300,980  02 

Redemption  of  six  per  cent  stock  of  1796,  80,000  00 

Reducing  the  funded  debt,  on  1st.  Oct.  1822,  to  93,043,019  67 
It  is  estimated  that,  in  the  4tb  quarter  of  the  pre- 
sent year  there  will  be  paid  2,265,588  07 

Viz.— Reimbursement  of  six  per  cent. 

deferred  stock  265,588  07 

Redemption  of  six  per  cent,  st’k  of  1820,  2,000,000  00 

Which  will  reduce  the  funded  debt,  unredeemed  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1823,  to  90,777,431  60 

The  amount  of  Treasury  notes  outstanding  on  the 
1st  of  October,  1822,  is  estimated  at  27,437  00 

And  the  amount  of  Mississippi  stock,  unredeemed 
on  that  day  at  26,735  94 

I 3.  Of  the  estimate  of  the  public  revalue  and  expendi- 
ture for  the  year  1823. 

The  gross  amount  of  Julies  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage whichaccrued  from  the  1st  of  January,  to  the 
30th  of  September  last,  both  days  included,  is  esti- 
mated at  §19,500,000  00,  and  that  of  the  whole 
year  at  §23,000,00  000. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  of  debentures,  is- 
sued during  the  same  period,  exceeds  the  amount 
issued  during  the  corresponding  period  of  the  year 
1821,  by  §86,000,  and  that  the  amount  of  deben- 
tures  outstanding,  on  the  30th  of  September  last, 
chargeable  upon  the  revenue  of  1823  is  §234,000 
more  than  was,  on  the  same  day  in  1821,  chargea- 
ble upon  the  revenue  of  1822. 

It  is  estimated  the  value  of  domestic  articles  ex- 
ported from  the  United  States  in  the  year  ending 
on  the  30th  of  September  last,  has  amounted  to 
49,874,079  00  dollars,  and  that  foreign  articles, 
exported  during  the  same  period,  have  amounted  to 
§22,286,292. 

As  the  receipts  from  the  customs  in  the  year  1823 
depend,  1st,  upon  the  amount  of  duty  bonds  which 
become  due  within  that  year,  after  deducting  the 
expenses  of  collection,  and  the  amount  of  deben- 
tures chargeable  upon  them:  and,  2d,  upon  such 
portion  of  the  duties  secured  in  the  1st  and  2d 
quarters  of  that  year  as  are  payable  within  the 
year,  it  is  manifest  that  an  increase  in  the  amount 
of  debentures  chargeable  upon  the  revenue  of  the 
year  1823,  or  a diminution  of  the  importations  of 
foreign  merchandise  during  the  two  fir-st  quarters 
of  that  year,  must  necessarily  diminish  the  receipts 
into  the  treasury.  As  debentures  can  be  issued  at 
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any  time  within  twelve  months  after  importation, 
chargeable  upon  bonds  given  for  the  duties  upon 
such  importation,  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the 
amount  which  may  be  chargeable  upon  the  bonds 
that  are  payable  during  the  year  1823.  The  facts, 
however,  which  have  been  stated,  justify  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  amount  of  debeatures  which  will 
be  issued  and  charged  upon  the  revenue  of  1823, 
will  considerably  exceed  the  amount  which  was 
chargeable  upon  that  of  1822.  From  the  same  facts, 
it  is  also  presumed  that  the  importations  of  the  two 
first  quarters  of  the  year  1823  will  be  less  than  the 
corresponding  quarters  of  the  present  year. 

Giving  due  weight  to  all  the  facts  connected 
with  the  subject,  the  receipts  for  the  year  1823 
may  be  estimated  at  <g2i, 100,000 

Viz. 

Customs  Dolls.  19,000,000  00 

Public  lands  1,600,000  00 

Bank  dividends  350,000  00 

Arrears  of  internal  duties  and  direct 

tax,  and  incidental  receipts  150,000  00 

To  which  is  to  be  added  the  sum  of  1,916,135  56 


Remaining  in  the  treasury  after  satisfying  the  ba- 
lances of  appropriations  chargeable  upon  the  re- 
venue of  1822,  which  makes  the  entire  means  of 
the  year  1823  amount  to  23,016,135  56 

The  expenditure  of  the  year  1823,  is  estimated  at  15,059,597  22 
Vi*. 

Civil,  diplomatic  and  miscellaneous  1,599,317  35 

Military  service,  including  fortifications, 
ordnance,  Indian  department,  revolu- 
tionary and  military  pensions,  arming 
the  mititia,  and  arrearages  prior  to  the 
1st  of  January,  I8l7  5,134,292  75 

Naval  service,  including  the  gradual  in- 
crease of  the  navy  2,723,987  12 

Public  debt  5,602,000  oo 

Which,  being  deducted  from  the  above  sum,  will 
leave  in  the  treasury,  on  the  1st  day  of  Januarjs 
1824,  after  satisfying  the  current  demands  of  the 
year  1823,  a sum  estimated  at  Dolls.  7,956,538  34 

Although  the  facts  already  disclosed  justify  the 
conclusion  that  the  importations  of  the  present 
year  exceed  the  value  of  domestic  articles  export- 
ed during  the  year,  yet  there  are  no  means  of  as 
certaining  the  extent  of  that  excess.  If  the  cus- 
tom  house  documents  were  to  be  considered  con- 
clusive evidence  upon  this  subject,  it  would  be  ap- 
parent  that  the  nation  has,  through  the  whole  pe- 
riod of  its  existence,  imported  more  in  value  than 
it  has  exported.  But  the  fact  is  incontestible  that 
the  United  States  have  enjoyed  a more  uninterrupt- 
ed prosperity,  and  have  increased  their  capital  to 
a greater  relative  extent,  than  any  of  the  nations 
with  whom  they  have  maintained  commercial  inter- 
course. 

To  shew  that  the  custom-house  documents  can- 
not be  considered  conclusive  evidence  in  this  case, 
it  is  proper  to  observe — 1st,  That  the  value  of  ar- 
ticles paying  duties  ad  valorem,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  is  ascertained  by  adding  to  the  in- 
voice  value  20  per  cent,  if  from  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  10  per  cent,  from  all  other 
places;  whilst  the  value  of  domestic  articles  export- 
ed is  ascertained  at  the  port  of  shipment  v/ithout 
any  such  addition.  2d.  The  greatest  portion  of 
the  importations  and  exportations  are  made  in  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States.  3d.  The  capital  em- 
ployed in  the  trade  of  the  North  West  Coast  and 
the  Pacific  Ocean  consists  almost  exclusively  of  the 
labor  and  enterprize  of  those  engaged  in  it.  Fo- 
reign articles,  the  proceeds  of  those  enterprizes, 
imported  into  the  United  States,  are,  therefore,  only 
equivalent  to  the  labor  and  enterprize  by  which 
they  were  procured.  4th.  The  value  of  domestic 
articles  exported  is  more  imperfectly  ascertained 
than  of  foreign  articles  imported;  because  it  has 
not  been  considered  necessary  to  resort  to  the 


same  sanctions  to  enforce  a compliance  with  the  re- 
gulations which  have  been  prescribed  for  that  pur- 
pose. To  ascertain  the  relative  value  of  imports 
and  exports,  it  is  necessary— -1st.  That  the  same  ad- 
ditions  should  be  made  to  the  invoice  value  of  the 
latter  as  are  required  by  law  to  be  made  to  the 
former.  2d.  The  freight  of  domestic  articles  ex- 
ported in  American  vessels  should  be  added  to 
their  value,  after  deducting  from  it  the  freight  of 
foreign  articles  imported  in  foreign  vessels.  3d. 
The  value  of  foreign  articles  imported  in  vessels 
engaged  in  the  trade  of  the  North  West  Coast  and 
Pacific  Ocean,  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  and  eii- 
terprize  of  those  by  whom  they  are  navigated, 
should  be  added  to  the  domestic  exports.  4th.  It 
is  impossible  to  ascertain  what  addition  should  be 
made  to  the  value  of  the  domectic  exports,  on  ac- 
count of  the  omission  of  the  exporters  to  state 
correctly  the  value  of  articles  exported  by  them; 
but,  after  making  a liberal  allowance  for  foreign  ar- 
ticles illicitly  intx’oduced,  or  inaccurately  invoiced, 
it  is  believed  that  a considerable  addition  should 
be  made. 

If,  then,  to  the  amount  of  domestic  articles  ex- 
ported during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  already  estimated  at  49,874,079,  dolls, 
the  additions  should  be  made  which  the  preceding 
facts  and  considerations  appear  to  authorize,  Ib.e 
value  of  our  domestic  exports  during  that  period 
may  be  estimated  at  nearly  g60, 000,000. 

Although  no  calculation  has  been  completed, 
shewing  the  average  rate  of  duty  upon  the  value 
of  foreign  articles  imported  into  the  U.  States,  it  is 
presumed  that  an  importation  of  60,000,000  dolls, 
of  foreign  merchandise  will  not  produce  a less  re- 
venue than  gl7, 000.000.  As  *he  receipts  from  the 
customs  during  the  year  1823  have  been  estimated 
at  §19,000,000,  it  is  probable  that  the  receipts  from 
the  same  source,  in  1824,  which  will  depend  upon 
the,  importations  of  1823,  will  not  exceed  15,000,000, 
Under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  receipts  of  that  year  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  discharge  all  demands  upon  the  treasury 
which  may  be  authorized  by  law. 

If  the  current  appropriations  for  the  year  1825 
shall  be  equal  to  those  required  by  the  estimates 
for  the  ensuing  year,  the  expenditure  of  that  year 
may  be  estimated  at  DdHs.28,253,597  22 

Viz.— current  appropriations  Dolls.  8,578,722  22 
Permanent  appropriations  for  arming 
the  militia,  and  Indian  annuities  378,875  00 

Gradual  increase  of  the  navy  500,000  00 

Public  debt,  including  balances  unap- 
plied in  1823  and  1824,  amounting  to 
dolls.  8,796,000  Dolls.  18,796,000  OQ 

The  means  of  the  treasury  to  meet  this  extraor- 
dinary expenditure,  consist, 

1st.  Of  the  balance  which  may  be  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st 
of  January  of  that  year,  estimated  at  Dolls.  8,OCO,GOO 
And,  2d.  Of  the  receipts  of  that  year, 
estimated  at  19,000,000 

Viz.--Customs  Dolls.  17,000,000 

Public  lands  1,600,000 

Bank  dividends  350,000 

Incidental  receipts  50,000 

Making  together,  aa  aggregate  of  27,000,000  00 

And  leaving  a deficit  of  about  Dolls  1,250,000  00 

In  the  estimate,  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  year  1824  are  estimated  to  be  nearly  equal.  It 
is  probable  however,  that  the  receipts  may  exceed, 
to  a small  extent,  the  expenditures;  but  there  it  at 
least  an  equal  probability  that  the  receipts  for  the 
year  1825  are  estimated  too  high,  In  the  year 
1826,  the  expenditure,  assuming  the  current  ap- 
propriations to  be  the  same  as  in  the  year  1,823,  may 
be  estimated  at  19,457.000  dollars,  and  the  receipts 
at  19,000,000.  As  the  appropriation  of  500,000 
dollars  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy  expires 
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in  that  ypar,  the  annual  expenditure  may,  for  sub- 
sequent years,  be  estimated  at  10,000,000  dollars, 
unless  it  shall  be  considered  expedient  to  make 
further  provision  for  the  increase  of  that  essential 
means  of  national  defence. 

It  is  probable  that  the  annual  revenue  will  be 
equal  to  that  sum.  To  provide  for  the  estimated 
deficit  of  the  years  1825  and  1826,  as  well  as  to 
meet  any  extraordinary  demands  upon  the  treasury, 
which  unforeseen  exigencies  may  require,  it  is  be- 
believed  to  be  expedient  that  the  revenue  should 
be  increased.  This  may  be  conveniently  effected 
by  a judicious  revision  of  the  tariff;  which,  while 
it  will  not  prove  onerous  to  the  consumer,  will 
simplify  the  labors  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue. 
At  present,  articles  composed  of  wool,  cotton,  flax, 
and  hemp,  pay  different  rates  of  duty.  Difficul- 
ties frequently  occur  in  determining  the  duties  to 
which  such  articles  are  subject.  The  provision  in 
the  tariff,  that  the  duty  upon  articles  composed  of 
various  materials  shall  be  regulated  by  the  materi- 
al of  chief  value  of  which  it  is  composed,  is  pro- 
ductive of  frequent  embarrassment  and  much  in- 
convenience. It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  submit, 
ted,  that  all  articles  composed  of  wool,  cotton,  fllax, 
iiemp,  or  silk,  or  of  which  any  of  these  materials  is 
a component  part,  be  subject  to  a duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent  ad  valorem. 

The  duties  upon  glass  and  paper,  upon  iron  and 
lead,  and  upon  all  articles  composed  of  the  two 
latter  materials,  may  also  be  increased  with  a view 
to  the  augmentation  of  the  revenue.  In  all  these 
cases,  except  articles  composed  of  silk,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  the  effect  of  the  proposed  augmentation  of 
duties,  will  gradually  lead  to  an  ample  supply  of 
those  articles  from  our  domestic  manufactories.  It 
is,  however,  presumed,  that  the  revenue  will  conti- 
nue  to  be  augmented  by  the  proposed  alterations 
in  the  tariff  until  the  public  debt  shall  have  been 
redeemed;  after  which  the  public  expenditure,  in 
time  of  peace,  will  be  diminished  to  the  extent  of 
the  sinking  fund,  which  is,  at  present,  10,000,000 
dollars.  But  if,  contrary  to  present  anticipations, 
the  proposed  augmentation  of  duties  should,  be- 
fore the  public  debt  be  redeemed,  produce  a dimi- 
nution of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  importation 
of  those  articles,  a corresponding,  if  not  a greater, 
augmentation  may  be  confidently  expected  upon 
other  articles  imported  into  the  United  States.  This 
supposition  rests  upon  the  two-fold  conviction,  that 
foreign  articles,  nearly  equal  to  the  value  of  the 
domestic  exports,  will  be  imported  and  consumed, 
and  that  the  substitution  of  particular  classes  of 
domestic  articles  for  those  of  foreign  nations  not 
only  does  not  necessarily  diminish  the  value  of  do- 
mestic exports,  but  usually  tends  to  increase  that 
value. 

The  dutiesupon  various  other  articles,  not  in  any 
degree  connected  with  our  domestic  industry,  may, 
likewise,  be  increased  with  a view  to  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  public  revenue.  If  the  existing  ta- 
riff shall,  during  the  present  session  of  congress, 
be  judiciously  revised  for  the  purpose  of  augment- 
ing the  revenue,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  it 
will  not  only  be  amply  sufficient  to  defray  all  the 
demands  upon  the  treasury  at  present  authorized 
by  law,  but  that  there  will  remain  an  annual  surplus, 
subject  to  such  disposition,  for  the  promotion  of 
the  public  welfare,  as  the  wisdom  of  congress  may 
direct 

Under  the  act  of  the  20th  April  last,  authorizing 
the  exchange  of  certain  portions  of  the  public  debt 
for  five  percent,  stock,  56,704  77  dollars  only  have 
been  exchanged.  The  increased  demand  for  ca- 


pital, for  the  prosecution  of  commercial  enterprlzes 
during  the  present  year,  and  rise  in  the  rate  of 
interest,  consequent  upon  tfiat  demand,  which 
were  not  anticipated  at  the  time  that  the  measure 
was  proposed,  have  prevented  its  execution. — 
Existing  circumstances  do  not  authorize  the  con- 
clusion, that  a measure  of  this  natuae  will  be  more 
successful  during  the  next  year.  If  the  price  of 
the  public  debt,  in  1825,  should  be  as  high  as  it  is 
at  present,  any  portion  of  it,  redeemable  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  government,  which  should  be  unre- 
deemed in  that  and  subsequent  years,  after  the  ap- 
plication of  the  sinking  fund,  to  that  object,  may 
be  advantageously  exchanged  for  stock  redeema- 
ble  at  such  periods  as  to  give  full  operation  to  the 
sinking  fund  This  may  be  effected,  either  directly 
by  an  exchange  of  stock,  or  indirectly  by  authoriz- 
ing a loan  to  the  amount  of  stock  annually  redeem- 
able beyond  the  amount  of  the  sinking  fund  appli- 
cable to  that  object. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  II.  CRAWFORD. 

Treasury  department,  7 

December  23,  1822.  > 

" ' \i 

Public  Documents 

Jlccompanyhig  the  message  of  the  preeident  of  the 

United  Hi'tatesto  congress,  December  3,  1822. 

THE  ARMY. 

Department  of  -war,  JSi'overnber  27,  1822. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  directions,  1 here- 
with transmit  statements  from  the  major  general  of 
the  army,  and  the  several  subordinate  branches  of 
this  department,  which  give  in  detail  the  informa- 
tion requested. 

In  order  to  render  the  military  organization  more 
complete,  the  major  general,  after  the  late  reduc- 
tion of  the  army,  under  the  act  of  2d  March,  1821, 
was  stationed  at  the  seat  of  government,  thus 
bringing  the  military  administration  of  the  army,  as 
well  as  its  pecuniary,  through  the  several  subordi- 
nate branches,  under  the  immediate  inspection  and 
control  of  the  government.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  arrangement  will  be  highly  useful. 

The  report  of  the  major  general,  herewith  trans- 
mitted, marked  A,  exhibits  the  present  organiza- 
tion, strength,  and  distribution  of  the  army.  In  the 
distribution,  both  in  relation  to  the  positions  oc- 
cupied, and  the  number  at  each  post,  regard  has 
been  had  to  the  protection  of  important  points, 
and  the  discipline  of  the  troops.  The  artillery, 
with  the  exception  of  four  companies  on  the  lakes, 
and  the  one  at  West  Point,  has  been  assigned  to  the 
garrisoning  of  the  various  fortresses  along  the  line 
of  the  sea  coast,  and  the  important  ordnance  depots 
in  the  interior;  while  the  infantry,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a regiment  at  Pensocla,  has  been  stationed 
at  the  important  points  in  the  interior,  principally 
on  the  upper  lakes,  and  the  western  frontier. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  the  course  of  the 
year  in  the  distribution  of  troops,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  transferring  one  company  of  artillery  from 
Fernandina  to  Charleston  harbor,  one  battalion  of 
the  2d  regiment  of  infantry  from  Sackett’s  Harbor 
to  the  Sauit  of  St.  Marie,  at  the  outlet  of  lake  Supe- 
rior, and  the  whole  of  the  7th  regiment  from  fort 
Scott  and  bay  of  St.  Louis  to  the  Arkansaw  and 
Red  rivers,  to  each  of  which  one  battalion  has  been 
assigned. 

The  inspector  generals,  (one  of  whom  has  been 
assigned  to  the  artillery  and  the  other  to  the  infan- 
try) have,  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  visited 
all  of  the  posts  and  military  depots  in  the  course 
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of  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  posts  on  the 
Arkansaw  and  Red  rivers,  the  inspection  of  which 
was  prevented  by  the  inspector  being  severely  at- 
tacked by  a fever  while  on  his  tour  of  inspection. 
In  addition  to  the  inspection  by  the  inspector  ge- 
nerals, the  generals  commanding  the  departments 
have  inspected,  or  are  in  the  course  of  inspection, 
of  the  whole  of  their  respective  commands. 

The  various  articles  which  constitute  the  supplies 
of  the  army,  have  been,J  during  the  year,  regularly 
issued,  and  of  a good  quality. 

The  report  of  the  chief  of  engineers,  marked 
B,  exhibits  the  progresss  which  has  been  made  in 
the  course  of  the  year  in  the  erection  of  fortifi- 
cations, also  the  operation  of  the  board  of  engi- 
neers, and  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers, 
and  the  present  condition  of  the  military  academy; 
by  reference  to  which  it  will  appear  that  the  im- 
portant duties  assigned  to  that  department  have 
been  performed  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

E*?  The  report  of  the  colonel  of  ordnance,  marked  C, 
contains  an  exhibit  of  the,operations  in  that  branch 
of  service  during  the  last  year,  comprising  the  ope- 
rations of  the  armories,  the  ordnance  depots,  and 
the  measures  which  have  been  taken  in  relation  to 
the  lead  mines,  the  superintendance  of  which  has 
recently  been  annexed  to  the  ordnance  department. 
The  report  satisfactorily  shows,  that  this  important 
department  is  gradually  attaining  a state  of  high 
perfection.  The  rigid  inspection  of  the  various 
ordnance  depots,  which  has  lately  been  made  the 
duty  of  the  inspector  of  artillery,  will,  it  is  believ- 
ed, greatly  contribute  to  improve  this  important 
branch  of  service. 

The  reports  of  the  quartermaster  general,  pay- 
master general,  surgeon  general,  and  the  commis 
sary  generals  of  provision  and  of  purchases,  here- 
with transmitted,  marked  D,  E,  F,  G,  and  H,  exhibit 
a very  satisfactory  view  of  the  condition  of  their  re- 
spective departments.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1817, 
there  remained  unsettled  on  the  books  of  the  2d 
and  5d  auditors,  of  the  sums  disbursed  through  this 
department  previous  to  that  date,  g45,lll,123  01, 
which,  on  the  30th  of  September  last,  was  reduced 
to  g4, 689,292  95.  Since  the  former  period,  there 
has  been  disbursed,  through  this  department, 
g40,887,772,  83,  of  which,  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber last,  there  remained  to  be  settled  6,290,110  60, 
dollars,  the  greater  part  of  which  consist  of  ac- 
counts in  the  ordinary  and  due  course  of  settle- 
ment. Of  the  sums  advanced  in  the  year  ending 
the  30th  of  September,  1821,  to  the  officers  under 
the  control  of  this  department,  but  §30, 657  48  re- 
mained to  be  accounted  for  at  the  commencement 
of  this  quarter. 

By  reference  to  the  statements  in  the  reports 
of  the  subordinate  branches  of  this^department,  al- 
ready referred  to,  it  will  appear  that  there  was 
drawn  from  the  treasury,  in  the  three  first  quar- 
ters of  this  year’,  on  account  of  the  army,  military 
academy,  fortifications  and  ordnance,  1,930,464  59, 
dolls,  and  that  accounts,  amounting  to  1,737,072  30 
dollars,  have  been  rendered  for  settlement,  leaving 
but  §193,392  29  to  be  rendered,  aJl,  or  nearly 
all,  of  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  accounted  for 
before  the  termination  of  the  quarter;  and  there 
are  reasonable  grounds  to  believe  that  the  dis- 
bursements of  the  year  will  be  made  without  any 
loss  to  the  government.  Nearly  the  whole  amount 
which  is  outstanding  of  the  disbursements  of  the 
three  first  quarters  of  the  year  has  been  prevented 
from  being  accounted  for,  either  by  the  sickness 
«f  the  disbursing  agents,  or  the  very  great  dis- 


tance of  the  posts  at  which  the  disbursements  have 
been  made. 

Great  reductions  have  been  made  in  the  amount 
of  expenditures  in  every  branch  of  service,  as  will 
appear  by  reference  to  tne  reports  already  refer- 
red to,  which  contain  comparative  statements  of  the 
present  and  former  rates  of  expenditure. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

llEAn-aUARTEHS  OF  THE  AKMY, 

fVashin^toji,25ih  JVov.  1822. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of 
the  6th  instant,  1 have  the  honor  to  enclose  the 
returns  and  statements  following,  viz: 

A.  A statement  of  the  organization  of  the  army, 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  congress  of  the  2d  March, 

■ 1821. 

B.  A return  of  the  strength  of  the  army,  from 
the  last  regimental  and  other  returns  received  at 
head  quarters. 

C.  A statement  of  the  distribution  of  the  troops 
in  the  eastern  department. 

D.  A similar  statement  of  the  troops  in  the  west- 
ern department. 

E.  A statement  showing  the  number  of  men  en- 
listed since  the  first  oi  January  last,  the  amount 
of  moneys  advanced  since  that  date  for  tlie  pur- 
poses of  recruiting,  and  the  amount  to  whicnre- 
cruiting  accounts  have  been  rendered  for  settle- 
ment. 

In  connection  with  the  document  last  mention- 
ed, I have  the  honor  to  state  that,  of  §12,256  35  ad- 
vanced for  the  recruiting  service,  the  sum  of  3,5oQ 
dollars  was  remitted,  on  the  22d  of  May  last, 
to  the  most  remote  posts  on  the  lakes,  tiie  upper 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  &c.  for  the  re-eniistment  of 
men  whose  terms  of  service  were  expiring,  and 
sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  for  the  receipt  of 
accounts  of  disbursements.  J'he  remainder  of  the 
advance  has  been  made,  since  the  date  above  men- 
tioned, to  commanding  officers  of  regiments  and  to 
the  superintendents  of  rendezvous,  and  from  the 
promptitude  with  which  these  officers  have  ren- 
dered their  accounts,  there  is  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  nearly  the  whole  amount  advanced  will 
be  accounted  for  by  tlie  31st  of  December  next. 

In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  communication  di- 
recting a report  of  the  inspections  which  have 
been  made  since  the  first  of  January,  I have  the  ho- 
nor to  state  that  brevet  major  general  Scott  inspect- 
ed in  person,  in  the  months  of  January,  February 
March,  and  April,  all  the  posts  on  the  Atlantic 
frontier  south  of  New-York. 

Brevet  Major  General  Gaines,  during  about  the 
same  time,  inspected  the  posts  of  St.  Marks  and 
Pensacola,  and  Baton  Rouge,  with  those  on  the 
Red  River  and  Arkansaw,  and  was,  at  the  date  of 
the  last  advices  from  him,  on  a tour  of  inspection 
embracing  the  posts  on  the  Missouri  and  the  upper 
Mississippi. 

Colonel  Wool  commenced  a tour  of  inspection 
in  June  last,  to  embrace  the  troops  and  posts  up- 
on the  northern,  western,  and  southern  lines  of 
frontier.  After  passing  from  Green  Bay,  on  lake 
Michigan,  to  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony,  on  the  upper 
Mississippi,  and  from  thence  to  Council  Blufis,  he 
descended  the  Missouri,  on  his  way  to  the  Red 
River,  and  was  left  by  the  last  advices  convalescent 
of  a dangerous  illness,  contracted  by  exposure  in  his 
efforts  to  accomplish  the  laborious  services  which 
had  been  assigned  to  him. 

Colonel  Archer  has  been  engaged,  since  the  1st 
of  January,  in  an  inspection  of  the  posts  of  Batoo 
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Rouge,  Pensacola,  Mobile,  and  all  the  posts  within 
the  eastern  department,  garrisoned  by  the  artillery. 
This  inspection  has  also  embraced  the  ordnance, 
ordnance  stores,  &c.  at  those  posts,  as  well  as  at 
the  different  arsenals. 

In  this  branch  of  service,  so  vital  to  the  mechani- 
cal discipline  and  moral  efficiency  of  the  army,  1 
owe  it,  in  justice  to  those  concerned  in  its  perform- 
ance, to  say,  that  every  possible  exertion  has  been 
made  to  accomplish  it  effectually. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  regiments  of 
artillery  within  the  eastern  department,  were  di- 
rected, by  major  general  Scott,  in  the  month  of 
August,  to  inspect  their  respective  regiments;  but 
no  report  has  yet  been  received  as  to  the  execution 
of  the  order. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,  JACOB  BROWN. 

Hon,  J.  C.  Calhoun^  secretary  of  war. 

[Here  follows  document  A,  as  above  described: 
the  aggregates  are. 

Commissioned  officers,  541 

Non  commissioned  officers  and  privates  5642 

Grand  aggregate,  6183 

B exhibits  the  latest  return  of  the  actual  force  ; 
the  aggregate  of  which  is  5211. 

C and  D exhibit  the  distribution  of  force  in  the 
eastern  and  western  departments,  under  the  com- 
mand of  major  general  AVinfield  Scott  and  major 
general  E.  P.  Gaines. 

E.  shews  the  enlistments  made  in  the  army  since 
January  1,  1822 — total  641. 

Next  come  the  following  letters: 

Wah  DEPART]>rF.NT,  Pexston  Office, 
j\'ove7nber  8,  1822, 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  your  order  of  yesterday 
I have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  the  follow- 
ing sums  have  been  transmitted  to  the  agents  for 
paying  the  United  States’  pensioners  during  the 
present  year: 

Revolutionary  pensioners  ^1,353,308  58 

Invalid  pensioners  303.094  24 

Half  pay,  or  commutation  12,689  30 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 

obedient  servant,  J.  L.  EDWARDS. 

Hon,  J.  C.  Calhoun^  secretary  of  war. 

B. 

Engineer  nEPARTMKKT,  JVovember  14,  1822. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port incompliance  with  your  order  of  the  6th  inst. 
viz:  “You  will  report,  as  early  as  practicable,  the 

application  of  the  appropriation  of  last  session  for 
fortifications  to  the  several  works,  and  the  expendi- 
ture necessary  for  their  completion.  The  works 
remaining  to  be  commenced  according  to  the  plans 
of  the  board  of  engineers;  the  estim,ate  of  the  board 
for  those  works;  the  progress  of  the  board  of  engi- 
neers in  its  labors;  comprehending  the  operations 
of  the  topographical  engineers,  fron^  the  com- 
mencement of  this  year;  the  condition  of  the  mili- 
tary^  academy,  including  its  present  number,  and 
the  number  which  graduated  last  year;  the  amount 
drawn  for  the  three  first  quarters  of  this  year,  un- 
der the  several  heads  of  appropriation;  and  the 
amount  of  accounts  rendered  and  settled  in  the  same 
period.” 

So  much  of  the  information  above  required,  as 
can  be  exhibited  in  tables,  will  be  found  in  those 
accompanying,  marked  A,  B,  and  C;  and  the  resi- 
due, relating  to  the  board  of  engineers,  the  topo- 
graphical engineers,  and  the  military  academyq  is 
stated  herewith. 


( Table  A exhibits  the  sums  appropriated  at  the 
last  session,  and  their  application  to  the  several  for- 
tifications; and,  also,  those  necessary  ibr  their  com- 
pletion. Of  those  appropriated,  amounting  to 
350,000  dollars,  the  proportion  applied  in  the  three 
first  quarters  of  the  year  is  shewn  to  have  been 
221,154  dollars  and  23  cents,  and  that  applicable  to 
the  fourth  quarter  to  be  128,845  dollars  and  67 
cents.  Tliese  amounts  indicate  that  the  appropri- 
ations have  been  in  a regular  course  of  application. 

'I'able  B exhibits  the  works  remaining  to  be  com- 
menced, according  to  the  plans  of  the  board  of  en- 
gineers, and  the  estimates  of  the  board  for  them  ar- 
ranged into  three  classes,  in  the  order  of  their  effi- 
ciency to  meet  the  earliest  probable  emergency. 

Table  C exhibits  274,665  dollars  and  43  cents,  as 
the  aggregate  of  amounts  drawn  for  the  three  first 
quarters  of  this  year,  under  the  several  heads  of 
appropriation;  deducting  from  which  62,484  dollars 
and  84  cents,  the  amount  unexpended  in  the  hands 
of  agents,  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  quarter, 
there  will  remain  to  be  accounted  for,  §212,180 
and  59  cents.  The  accounts  rendered  for  settle- 
ment, as  shewn  in  the  table,  amount  to  §190,477 
and  50  cents,  which,  being  deducted  from  the  last 
stated  sum,  will  reduce  the  amount  to  be  account- 
ed for  to  21,703  dollars  and  5 cents,  and  this  sum, 
with  the  exception  of  a trivial  amount  for  contin- 
gent disbursements,  not  yet  completed,  will  be  co- 
vered by  the  accounts  of  captain  De  Russy  for  dis- 
bursements at  Mobile  Point,  the  rendition  of  which 
hasb-een  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  sickness  of 
captain  Da  Russy. 

The  labors  of  the  board  of  engineers  commenced 
this  year  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where,  at  the 
close  of  last  year,  they  had  arrived,  on  the  comple- 
tion of  an  examination  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers,  with  a view  to  the  improvement  of  their  na- 
vigation, from  the  Falls  of  Ohio  to  the  Balize.  Hav- 
ing inspected  and  reported  upon  the  condition  of 
the  Rigolets;  re-examined  the  localities  of  Mobile 
Bay,  and  reported  the  result,  which  confirmed  and 
strengthened  their  previous  reports  ou  the  proprie- 
ty of  fortifying  the  east  end  ofDauphine  Island,  and 
reconnoitered  Pensacola  and  its  vicinity,  they  re- 
turned to  New  York,  and  shortly  after  repaired  to 
this  place.  On  their  return  to  New  York,  they 
commenced  immediately  their  report  on  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers,  and,  at  the  same  time,  resumed  the 
prosecution  of  their  projects  for  the  defence  ofNar- 
raganset  and  Boston  Bays.  In  June,  besides  the 
foregoing,  they  inspected  and  reported  on  the  con- 
dition of  Fort  Diamond,  and  attended  the  exami- 
nation at  the  military  academy.  In  July,  they  com- 
menced the  projects  for  the  defence  of  Salem  and 
Marblehead;  in  August  completed  those  for  Narra- 
ganset  roads,  and  in  September  completed  their  re- 
port, &c.  respecting  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers: 
The  projects  for  Boston,  Salem,  and  Marblehead, 
being  still  under  prosecution  at  the  close  of  the 
month. 

The  operations  of  the  topographical  engineers 
embraced  surveys  at  Mobile  and  Pensacola  Bays, 
and  the  contiguous  coast;  at  Suvanah  river  and  at 
the  coast  adjoining;  at  Fort  Royal  and  St.  Helena 
sounds.  Charleston,  Georgetown,  and  their  vicini- 
ties, in  South  Carolina;  at  Ocracock  inlet,  harbor 
and  bar,  in  North  Carolina;  at  Marblehead  and  Sa- 
lem, in  Massachusetts;  at  Kennebeck  and  Sheeps- 
cut  rivers,  and  Mount  Desart  Bay  and  Island,  in 
Maine;  also,  roads  in  Michigan,  and  the  lead  mines 
on  the  Upper  Mississippi;  besides  plotting  and 
drawings  relating  to  the  surveys  just  mentioned. 
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and  others  previously  made,  and  the  preparation 
for  publication  of  an  account  of  an  expedition  on 
the  western  waters. 

The  number  of  cadets  belonging  to  the  military 
academy  amounted,  on  the  31st  ult.  to  248,  and  the 
number  which  graduated  last  year  to  40.  The  con- 
dition of  that  institution  is  now,  in  every  respect, 
more  flourishing  than  it  has  been  at  any  other  pe- 
riod heretofore.  This  is  manifest,  equally,  in  the 
extent  and  value  of  attainment,  as  in  subordination 
and  cheerful  observance  of  police  regulations,  and 
may  be  attributed,  in  a great  measure,  to  the  opera- 
tion  of  the  excellent  rules  and  regulations  adopted 
last  year  and  now  in  force,  together  with  the  zeal 
and  ability  with  which  the  duties  of  the  superinten- 
dent  and  officers  of  the  academy  have  been  perform- 
ed. The  additional  studies  in  the  higher  branches 
of  mathematics  and  philosophy,  although  not  long 
since  introduced,  have  now  become  familiar,  and 
are  prosecuted  with  a zeal  worthy  of  their  im- 
portance. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Major  gen.  brv.  chief  engineer. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhouuy  Secretary  of  War. 

The  tables  A.  B.  & C. 

A. — [ABSTRACT.] 

The  appropriations  were — 

Fort  Delaware  20,000 

Washington  : : : ; : 25,000 

Monroe  75,000 

Calhoun  : : : ; : 50,000 

At  Mobile  Point,  (collecting-  materials)  50,000 
Rigolets  and  Chef  Menteur  ; ; 100,000 

Opposite  St.  Philip,  on  the  Mississippi, 

(collecting  materials)  30,000 

350,000 

On  these  works  g221,15i  33  cents,  had  been 
expended  in  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  year, 
leaving  gl28,845  67,  for  those  of  the  last  quarter. 
In  no  case  had  the  appropriation  been  exceeded, 
and,  as  to  two  or  three  items,  the  balance  in  hand 
was  large,  for  the  reason  that  the  appropriation 
could  not  be  profitably  expended,  on  account  of 
the  season,  &c.  as  is  set  forth. 

The  following  shews  the  balance  of  the  appropri- 
ations remaining  on  hand  and  the  amount  estimated 
as  necessary  to  complete  the  works — that  on  hand 


Redoubt  in  advance  of  ditto  : ; 53,024  72 

Fort  Tompkins,  New-York  : ; 420,826  14 

Redoubt  in  advance  of  ditto  : ; 65,162  44 

f ort  at  Wilkin’s  point.  New  York  456,845  51 
Fort  at  Throg’s  point.  New  York  471,181  53 
Fort  at  Brenton’s  point,  Rhode  Island  575,514  10 
Redoubt  in  advance  of  ditto  154,652  42 

Fort  at  Dumpling’s  point,  Rhode  Island  579,946  56 
Fort  at  Rose  Island,  Rhode  Island  82,411  74 

Dyke  across  west  passage  Narraganset 

Roads  205,000  00 


Dolls.  4,282.134  30 

Second  class,  to  be  commenced  at  a later  period. 

Estimate 

Designation  of  the  works.  of  the  Board. 

Fort  at  Grand  Terre,  Louisiana,  264,517  52 
Tower  at  Pass  au  Heron,  Mobile  bay  16,677  41 

Tower  at  Bayou  Dupre  16,677  41 

Fort  aPHawkins*  point,  Patapsco  river  244,337  14 
Fort  at  St.  Mary’s,  Potomac  river  205,602  33 
Fort  opposite  Pea  Patch,  Del.  river,  347,257  71 
Fort  at  Middle  Ground,  outer  harbor. 


New  York 

1,681,411  66 

Fort  at  East  Bank,  do. 

1,681,411  66 

Fort  Hale,  Connecticut, 

31,815  83 

Fort  Wooster, 

do. 

27,793  34 

Fort  Trumbull, 

do. 

77,445  21 

Fort  Griswold, 

do. 

132,230  41 

Dolls.  4,727,177  63 

On  hand. 

To  complete 
the  works. 

Fort  Delaware  : 

: 6,600  00 

57,899  80 

Washington  : 

: 6,181  14 

46,077  98 

Monroe  : 

; 14,821  37 

175,560  86 

Calhoun  : 

: 12,600  00 

530,554  32 

At  Mobile  Point 

: 30,000  00 

547,065  94 

Rigolets,  &c.  : 

: 29,443  16 

362,189  53 

Opposite  St.  Philip 

: 29,200  00 

392,127  40 

128,845  67 

2,111,475  83 

Table  B. — [given  in  full.] 

Exhibiting  the  works  remaining  to  be  commenced 
according  to  the  plan  of  the  board  of  engineers, 

- and  the  estimates  of  the  board  for  those  works: 

First  class,  to  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible. 

Estimate 

Designation  of  the  works.  of  the  Board. 

Fort  St.  Philip,  Louisiana,  : : ; 77,810  79 

Battery  at  Bayou  Bienvenue  ; : 94,582  30 

Fort  at  S oiler’s  point  flats,  (Patapsco 

river),  : ; : : : : 673,205  44 

Fort  at  New  Utrecht  Point  Narrows, 

New-York  harbor  : : : 371)970  60 


Third  class,  to  be  commenced  at  a remote  period. 

Estimate 

Designation  of  the  works.  of  the  Board. 

The  rafts  to  obstruct  the  channel  between 

forts  Monroe  and  Calhoun  240,568  00 

Fort  on  Craney  Island  flats  258,465  00 

do.  New  Port  News  244,337  14 

do.  Naseway  shoal  673,205  44 

Dolls.  1,416,575  58 

RECAPITULATIOir. 

First  class,  14  works  : : : 4,282,134  30 

Second  ^lass,  12  works  : : ; 4,727,177  63 

Third  class,  4 works  : : : 1,416,575  58 

Dolls.  10,425,887  51 

Remarks.  The  classification  in  this  table,  distin- 
guishing three  periods,  exhibits  the  works  enume- 
rated in  the  order  of  their  efficiency  to  meet  the 
earliest  possible  emergency. 

C. — [Noticed.] 

This  table  gives  only  the  amounts  drawn  and 
accounts  rendered,  and  is  not  important  except  to 
shew  a careful  disbursement — unless  on  account  of 
those  on  the  southern  coast,  the  one  agrees  with 
the  other  with  remarkable  accuracy;  the  accounts 
of  the  disbursements  at  the  Rigolets,  Chef  Menteur, 
Mobile,  Sec.  have  not  been  rendered  as  yet,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  sickness  with  which  the  officer, 
charged  with  them,  had  been  and  yet  was  afflicted, 
at  the  date  of  his  last  report. 

[Next  follows  a letter,  signed  *Geo.  Bomford,  lieut. 
col.  on  ordnance  duty,’  offering  certain  suggestions 
forthe  better  management  of  thelead  mines  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States, 

[Another  letter,  from  the  same  officer,  shews  that, 
from  the  1st  January  to  30th  October,  1822,  16,800 
muskets  had  been  manufactured  at  the  armories  at 
Springfield  and  Harper’s  Ferry;  25,792  ditto  clean- 
ed and  repaired  at  different  arsenals,  and  gives  a 
detail  of  all  other  minor  things  done  at  the  various 
stations. 

[He  next  gives  a statement  of  the  funds  remitted 
' during  the  same  period— they  amount  to  ^311,347 
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15  cents;  for  which  accounts  are  rendered  to  the 
amount  of  §297,852  16— leaving  only  §13,494  99 
cents  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  disbursing  ofli- 
cers,  who,  it  is  estimated,  have  not  really  more  than 
§2,000  in  their  bands. 

[The  comparative  cost  of  muskets  in  1817  and 
1821,  is  then  shewn.  The  average  cost  in  1817  was 
§13  90^;  in  1821,  §12  5 1^— difference  §1  39.  It 
13  expected  that  the  cost  of  making  a musket  will 
not  exceed  twelve  dollars  in  the  present  year. 

[Then  follows  a report  from  the  quarter- master 
general’s  office,  going  to  shew  certain  great  sav- 
ings made  by  the  present  system  under  which  it  is 
managed.  The  accounts  appear  well  kept  up,  and 
the  difference  in  the  expenditures  in  this  depart- 
ment is  thus  exhibited: 

Expenditures  in  1817,  §460,000  00 

1822,  351,525  41 


108,674  59 

This  results  from  a comparison  of  the  items  com- 
mon to  both  years. 

[After  which  comes  a letter  from  the  paymaster 
general,  detailing  his  affairs.  The  whole  amount 
remitted  in  the  three  past  quarters  of  the  year  was 
§693,925  47,  of  which  82,073  62  is  to  be  accounted 
for  hereafter.  The  debits  and  credits  seem  to  be 
carefully  attended  to. 

[The  surgeon-general  also  makes  an  interesting 
report— in  i806  and  1807,  the  appropriation  to  the 
medical  department  amounted  to  4 dolls,  per  man; 
in  1810  and  1811,  to  5 dolls.;  in  1816,  ’ 17  and  ’1 8, 
to  7 dollars;  in  1819  and  ’20,  after  the  organization 
of  the  present  system,  to  3 dolls.;  but,  in  1822,  the 
cost-will  only  be  at  the  rate  of  2^  dolls,  per  man. 

[The  commissary  general  of  subsistence  shews  a 
saving  one-third  in  favor  of  the  present  commissa- 
riat system,  and  yet  the  troops  appear  to  be  much 
better  provided  than  they  were.  Only  10,729  dolls, 
are  represented  as  being  in  the  hands  of  the  con- 
tractors and  assistant  commissaries,  yet  to  be  ac- 
counted for. 

[The  commissary-general  of  purchases  gives  a 
statement  of  his  accounts— he  reports  a balance  of 
cash  in  hand,  amounting  to  §10,491,  after  all  the 
purchases  of  clothing,  &c.  required  for  the  service 
of  the  present  year,  are  paid  for.  There  has  been  a 
general  saving  in  the  cost  of  articles  within  this 
branch  of  the  department.  The  expense  of  every 
item  is  minutely  stated.] 

Here  ends  the  documents  belonging  to  the  de- 
partment of  war. 


Seventeenth  Congress — 2nd  session. 

I3T  THE  SENATE. 

December  20.  A bill  concerning  the  lands  to  be 
granted  to  the  state  of  Missouri  for  the  purposes 
of  education,  and  other  public  uses,  and  two  pri- 
vate bills,  were  passed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  to  the  appointment  of 
a committee  on  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals,  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  adopted  yesterday,  and 
Messrs.  Broivn^  of  Ohio,  of  New  York,  Smith, 
of  Md.  Johnso7i,  of  Ky . and  Rodney,  were  appointed. 

Mr.  Talbot,  irom  the  select  committee  appointed 
on  that  subject,  reported  a bill  making  an  appro- 
priation (in  blank)  for  repairing  the  national  road 
from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling;  the  bill  was  read, 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  in  submitting  the  following 
resolution,  observed  that  the  information  it  propos- 
ed  to  call  for  was  necessary  to  enable  the  commit- 
tee on  military  affairs  to  proceed  understandin?|y 
in  the  inquiry  which  they  were  instructed  to  m^e 


into  the  expediency  of  establishing  an  armory  on 
the  western  waters;  and,  as  it  was  desirable  to 
enable  the  committee  to  commence  that  inquiry  as 
early  as  practicable,  he  deemea  it  proper  to  submit 
the  resolution,  wliich  he  now  laid  on  the  table: 

Hesolved,  That  the  president  oi  thi-  Un  ited  States  be  requested 
tofcause  tube  laid  before  the  senate  the  number  of  arms  required 
annually  to  supply  the  militia  of  toe  west,  according  to  the  acts 
of  congress;  the  prupable  number  necessary  to  be  placed  in  the  mi- 
litary deposites  located,  or  to  be  locat*.  d on  the  western  waters;  the 
cost  of  transportation  of  arms  to  the  western  states  and  deposites; 
the  probable  cost  of  manufacturing  arms  in  the  west;  the  proba- 
ble cost  of  erecting,  at  iliis  time,  on  the  western  waters,  such  an 
armory  as  that  at  Harper’s  ferry  or  at  Springfield;  and  auch  other 
imformation  as  he  may  deem  important  to  establish  the  expediency 
or  inexpediency  of  erecting  on  the  western  waters  a national  ar- 
mory. 

The  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  after  which  they 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

December  23.  Mr.  Koble  submitted  the  follow- 
ing for  consideration: 

Resolved,  the  select  committee  on  roads  and  canals  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  act  of 
congress,  entitled  “An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the  road  therein  nieniioued,”  in  such  manner 
that  the  road  named  in  the  said  act,  shall  be  laid  out  through  Colum- 
bus, Indianupolis,  and  Vandalia,  the  seats  of  government  of  the 
states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  liliiiuis;  and  to  inquire  also  into  the 
expediency  of  making  a further  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  the  location  of  the  said  road. 

I he  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken. 
on  Friday,  calling  on  the  executive  for  information 
relative  to  the  manufacture  of  arms,  8cc.  was  taken 
up  and  agreed  to. 

After  attending  to  some  minor  affairs,  the  senate 
went  into  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 
and  then  adjourned. 

December  24.  Mr.  Homes,  of  Maine,  submitted 
the  following  resolution  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  the  senate  such  iaformation  as  he  may  possess, 
of  the  commercial  relations  which  now  exist  between  the  United 
States  and  the  present  government  of  Sr.  Domingo;  what  is  the 
political  condition  of  the  island,-  whether  any  European  nation 
pretends  to  claim  the  government  of  the  island;  and  whether  apy 
further  commercial  relations  with  the  existing  government  would 
be  consistent  with  the  inierest  and  safety  of  the  United  States. 

The  Other  business  transacted  this  day  will  suffi- 
ciently appear  in  the  future  details  of  proceedings. 

HOUSE  OF  REPHESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Dec.  20,  Mr-  JVelson,  of  Virginia,  from 
the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which  the  sub- 
ject had  been  committed,  reported  a bill  concerning 
the  apportionment  of  representatives  in  the  state 
of  Alabama,  which  received  its  first  and  second 
reading,  and  was  committed  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  house. 

The  resolution  yesterday  moved  by  Mr.  Trimble, 
requesting  from  the  president  of  the  United  States 
information  and  estimates  of  the  expense  of  forti- 
fying Thompson’s  Island,  commonly  called  Key 
West,  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  was  then  taken  up; 
and  the  question  being  stated  on  agreeing  thereto, 

Some  debate  took  place — the  policy  of  establish- 
ing a naval  depot  on  an  island,  was  questioned  by 
Mr.  Floyd.  Mr.  Trimble  was  not  sure  that  he  should 
finally  vote  to  establish  a depot  at  Key  West,  but 
he  thought  the  information  that  he  sought  was  im- 
portant, and  he  briefly  stated  the  following  facts — 
“From  Cape  Florida  to  West  Key  is  70  miles;  from 
West  Key  to  Havana  is  75  miles — and  the  island 
lies  about  35  miles  west  of  a direct  line  drawn  from 
Cape  Florida  to  Havana.  It  commands  the  com- 
merce of  the  gulf  stream  better  than  Havana  itself. 
Its  harbor  is  sufficiently  capacious  for  the  whole 
navy  of  the  United  States  to  lie  in,  supposing  it  to 
consist  of  fifteen  ships  of  the  line,  and  a due  pro- 
portion of  vessels  of  a smaller  class.” 

At  last,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fuller  offered  the  following: 
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Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  department  be  direct- 
ed to  inform  this  house  what  rules  and  regulations  have  been  pro- 
posed by  the  board  of  commissioners  and  approved  by  the  president, 
for  the  government  of  the  navyjof  the  United  States,  and  how  far 
a revision  of  the  same  may  be  necessary. 

This  resolve  lies  over  for  one  day. 

Mr.  Wright  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  militia  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  arming  the  militia  with  rifles,  except 
ttiose  residing  in  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  and  report  thereon  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  W.  supported  his  resolution  by  a speech  of 
considerable  length.  He  noticed  the  carnage  at 
New  Orleans,  and  said  he  had  been  told  that,  after 
the  battle,  a bet  of  a supper  was  made  between  the 
oRicers  of  two  rifle  corps  from  Georgia  and  Ten 
nessee,  of  Six  shots  aside,  an  hundred  yards;  that 
they  shot  at  a paper  on  the  mouth  of  a musket;  that 
the  Tennesseeans  shot  their  six  balls  into  the  mus- 
ket, on  which  the  Georgians  gave  up  the  bet. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr  Fuller^  took  up 
the  bill,  lying  on  the  table  from  the  last  session,  for 
incorporating  the  United  States’ naval  fraternal  as- 
sociation for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  deceased 
officers;  and  the  question  being  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a third  reading — 

Mr.  Colderiy  though  entirely  favorable  to  the  ob- 
ject, asked  if  congress  was  competent  to  incorporate 
such  an  association?  Mr.  Fuller  stated  that  the 
power  of  the  corporation  was  limited  by  the  bill  to 
the  district  of  Columbia,  &c.  The  bill  was  recom- 
mitted, that  it  might  be  so  amended  as  to  remove 
some  objections  to  it. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  make  perpetual  the  act  of 
March  3,  1815,  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  was  read  a third  time, /ms 
sed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  following  committees  have  been  recently 
appointed  by  the  speaker,  in  pursuance  of  the  or- 
ders of  the  house  of  representatives: 

On  retrenchment.  Messrs.  Hardin,  Whipple,  Tra- 
cy, Holcombe,  Ross,  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Wm.  Smith. 

On  the  sales  of  city  lots^  &c.  Messrs.  Cocke, 
Woodcock,  Warfield,  Floyd,  Lincoln. 

On  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt.  Messrs. 
Speed  Smith,  Nelson,  of  Va.  and  Cuthbert. 

Adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday  Dec.  23.  Mr.  TJdree^  of  Penn,  elected 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Worman^  deceased,  appeared, 
was  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  BarstotVf  of  Massachusetts,  also  took  his  seat. 

A memorial  was  presented  by  Mr.  Gorham^  of 
the  merchants  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Boston, 
interested  in  commerce,  representing  many  defects 
in  the  present  system  for  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,  and  praying  for  a revision  of 
said  system,  and  that  certain  alterations  specified 
in  the  memorial  may  be  made  in  the  said  system, 
which  memorial  was  referred  to  the  committee  of 
the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union,  and  or- 
dered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Little  presented  a petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying  for  fur- 
ther compensation  for  damage  sustained*  by  their 
vessels,  in  consequence  of  their  being  sunk  in  the 
entrance  of  the  habor  of  Baltimore  to  prevent 
the  entrance  of  the  British  shipping  into  that  har- 
bor in  the  month  of  Sept.  1814;  which  petition  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  claims. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tattnall^  re- 
solved itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 
Tomlinson  in  the  chair,  on  the  report  of  a commit- 
tee of  the  last  session,  condemning  so  much  of  cer- 


tain treaties  with  the  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians, 
as  grants  to  those  Indians  the  fee  simple  to  cer- 
tain lands  in  the  state  of  Georgia. 

[This  appears  to  be  a matter  of  great  interest  to 
the  state  of  Georgia,  and  the  object  is  to  obtain 
an  appropriation  of  money  to  extinguish  the  In- 
dian title  to  certain  “reserves”  embraced  in  differ- 
ent treaties.  As  the  house  did  not  seem  prepared 
to  act  on  the  case,  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present  ] 

The  bill  to  make  a road  through  the  Black 
Swamp,  in  Ohio-thal  is,  from  the  lower  rapid  of  the 
Miami  of  lake  Erie,  to  the  western  boundary  of 
the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,  was  next 
taken  up  and  considered.  Mr.  Vance,  of  Ohio, 
gave  a brief  statement  of  the  importance  of  such 
a road,  not  as  being  of  much  benefit  to  Ohio,  but 
as  of  great  benefit  to  the  United  States;  saying  that 
if  this  road  had  been  constructed  before  the  late 
war,  millions  of  dollars  would  have  been  saved. 
The  bill  contemplates  the  grant  |of  certain  parcels 
of  land  bordering  on  the  road,  to  enable  the 
state  of  Ohio  to  make  it.  Ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  that  time  might  be  allowed  to  consider  it. 

The  bill  to  allow  three  representatives  to  the 
state  of  Alabama,  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 
It  appears  that  the  federal  rlumber  in  this  state,  is 
returned  at  125,401,  though  the  returns  of  two 
counties  had  not  yet  been  received. — So  she  has 
a population  of  5,401  over  the  requisite  amount  to 
entitle  her  to  three  representatives  without  those 
counties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gorham,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
house  resolved  itsell  into  a committee  of  the  whole 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  in 
addition  to  an  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  against 
pirates,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy. 

The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  make  certain  classes  in 
the  act  perpetual — no  opposition  was  made  there- 
to, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to  morrow. 

The  house,  in  a committee  of  the  whole,  spent 
much  time  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  examina- 
tion of  certain  land  titles  in  Louisiana.  The  commit- 
tee rose  at  sun-set,  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  24.  Mr.  Dwight  presented  a me- 
morial, (which  was  read),  signed  by  138  citizens  of 
Washington  and  Georgetown,  praying  congress  to 
appropriate  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
assistance  of  the  Greeks — Mr.  D.  preceded  the 
presentation  by  a speech  of  some  length,  which 
we  shall  insert  hereafter.  The  memorial  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating;  money  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  completion  of  a canal  from  the  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake  to  those  of  the  Delaware. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  act  regulating  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  goods  imported  from  adjacent 
states  and  territories;  and  the  bill  to  make  perpe- 
tual the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  punishment 
of  piracy,  &c.  were  severally  read  a third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  on  the  bill  for  ex- 
amining titles  to  land  in  Louisiana— it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  speaker  presented  the  annual  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  of  which  5,000  copies 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  house  adjourned  until  Friday. 
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«‘  l HE  HOLT  ALLIANCE.”  The  latest  London  pa- 
per received  at  New  York — from  the  Courier  of 
fice,  Nov.  7 at  3 o’clock,  I’.  M mentions  a strong 
report  that  tlie  congress  of  Verona  had  sudden  y 
broken  up.  No  oflicial  information  of  the  fact  had 
been  received — but  the  report  is  corroborated  by  a 
notice  in  the  Frencli  papers  of  the  return  of  the 
minister  of  that  court  from  A'eron.a.  No  cause  is 
assigned  for  this  unexpected  alfair. 

The  Geuman  society,  of  Maryland,  lately  held 
their  annual  meeting  at  Ilaitimore,  and,  after  the 
transaction  of  the  usual  business,  partook  of  a din- 
ner. The  cloth  being  removed,  the  following  neat 
toasts  were  among  those  that  were  drank. 

The  land  of  our  fathers — The  country  of  thought. 

'J'he  land  -we  live  in — “The  home  of  the  free.” 

The  German  tmivei^sities — I'he  majestic  march  of 
mind  isaboutto  lay  the  foundation  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  all  nations. 

Wheat.  The  N.  Y.  Commercial  Advertiser  says 
— It  is  a singular  fact,  that  more  than  two  thousand 
bushels  of  wheat  have  recently  been  imported  from 
London  to  this  city,  and  we  are  told  that  five  thou- 
sand bushels  are  now  on  the  way  hither,  from  Li- 
verpool, We  have  seen  a calculation,  by  which  it 
appears  that,  after  deducting  the  freight,  insurance, 
nnd  other  charges,  this  wheat  will  yield  a profit  of 
25  per  cent. 

Mahtland.  a report  and  estimate  on  the  finan- 
cial afiairs  of  this  state,  gives  us  the  following  re- 
sults: 

What  is  called  the  “states  capital”  amounts  to 
§1,183,926  l3~of  which  §133,717  is  in  U.  S.  6 
per  cent,  stock,  and  §355,101  in  the  3 per  cents. 
The  stock  held  in  different  banks  and  companies 
amounts  to  §619,944,  of  which  170,444  is  at  this 
time  unproductive,  being  chiefly  in  the  Potomac 
company. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  year  ending 

Dec.  1.  1822  amounted  to  §237,858  86 

In  the  treasury  Dec.  1,  1821  76,675  74 


o  14,535  60^ 

Expenditures  of  the  year  227,900  52 
Appropriations  vet  un- 
paid ■ 37,535  04 

Journal  of  accounts,  pre- 
sent session  35,000  OO  300,455  56 


Balance  14.100  04 
The  deficit  of  the  next  year  is  estimated  at  §26,410; 
the  probable  receipts  being  put  down  at  119,259. 
and  the  expenditures  at  145,669. 

Some  of  the  chief  items  of  expenditure  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

I'he  governor  2,666  67;  5 councillors  at  500  each 
19  judges  32,400;  the  chancellor  3,400;  half-pay 
list  19,822;  donations  to  colleges  and  schools  12,200; 
the  penitentiary  9,800;  interest  on  loans  6,500.  jour 
nal  of  accounts  of  the  session  of  the  legislature 
35,000. 

Navy  of  the  U.  S.  According  to  the  letter,  or 
report,  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  (seepage  282), 
Vol.  XXIT?.~— T8. 


the  present  condition  of  the  navy  of  the  Liiuted 
States  is  as  follows: 

Ships  of  the  line.  In  commission  1— in  ordinar}-^  6 
—budding  5,  of  which  two  are  nearly  finished- 
total  12. 

F)ig(ites  of  44  guns.  In  commission  1 — in  ordi- 
nary 4— building  4 — total  9. 

Frigates  of  56  guns.  In  commission! — in  ordi- 
nary 3 — total  4. 

Steam  frigate  of  30  guns.  The  Fulton,  in  ordi- 
nary. 

Ships  of  2^ guns.  In  commission  2 -total  2. 

Sloops  of  rvar,  of  18  guns.  In  commission  3 — jn 
ordinary  l—total  4 

Brigs  of  12  guns.  In  commission  2 — total  2. 

Schooners  of  12  guns.  In  commission  6 — total  6. 
(One  lost  since  the  return,  but  not  included  in  this 
amount. 


HECAPITCLATION. 

Admitting  that  all  the  ships  now  building  were, 
(as  th*‘y  might  speedily  be  m case  of  necessity),  pre- 
pared for  action,  the  naval  force  would  rate  as  fol- 


lows: 

guns  guns. 

12  ships  of  74  . . . 888 

9 do.  of  44  . . . . 396 

4 do.  of  36  . . . 144 

1 do.  of  30  . . . 30 

2 do.  of  24  . . .48 

4 do.  of  18  . . . .72 

2 brigs  of  12  . . • . 24 

6 schooners  of  12  . . .72 


40  vessels  1674  guns 

Besides  these  vessels,  (which  are  all  of  the  first 
character  in  their  several  classes),  some  liglil  ves- 
sels are  attached  to  the  navy,  as  for  the  time  being. 

'I'he  amount  of  guns  shews  what  the  regular  navy 
will  carry  at  the  respective  rales  of  the  vessels;  but 
it  is  known  that  each  of  them  carries  a considerable 
number  more  than  the  amount  of  their  rate. 


Cotton  goohs.  The  Boston  Statesman  gives  the 
following  as  the  aggregate  value  of  the  colored 
and  white  cotton  goods  imported  at  Boston,  in  the 
three  first  quarters  of  the  present  year. 

Colored  cottons  §890,911 

White  do.  373.403 


§1,264,314 

During  the  same  time  the  value  of  4,841  dollars 
in  bullion,  and  166,484  in  coin,  was  received  at  the 
same  port. 


The  Caledonian  canal.  This  great  work,  which 
opens  a communication  from  sea  to  sea  through 
Scotland,  is  just  completed,  and  was  opened  a short 
time  ago,  after  twenty  years  labor  and  the  cost  of 
about  900,000/.  or  4,000,000  dollars. 

“Pcmshmeht.”— In  an  article  under  this  head, 
in  the  Register  of  the  2lst  ult.  we  noticed  the  de- 
gree ot  punishment  that  had  been  inflicted  on 
Hollingshead  and  Scull,  at  Philadelphia,  for  being 
engaged  in  a most  detestable  attempt  to  defraud 
certain  underwriters.  As  it  regards  Scull,  that  pu- 
nishment seems  to  have  been  severe  enougff, 
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He  bad  before  maintained  a respectable  standing, 
and  the  ignominy  he  had  brought  on  himself  has 
caused  his  death,  through  a deep  sensibility  of  his 
miserable  condition. 

City  ov  New-Yorjc.  The  progress  of  the  popu- 
lation of  this  city  is  given  as  below.  Since  the  year 
1790  it  has  increased  nearly  400  per  cent.  Who  can 
calculate  its  advance,  when  fully  aided  by  its  inter 
course  with  the  “vasty”  west  and  north,  by  means 


of  canals.^ 
Census 

Inhabitants 

1756 

10,881 

1771 

21,863 

1786 

23,614 

1790 

33,131 

1800 

60,489 

1805 

• 

75,770 

1810 

• 

• 

93,914 

1820 

• 

123,000 

FROM  A PEXX.SYLVANIA 

iMr.  JViles, 

COBRESPONDEHT. 

SiH— I have  read  in  your  last  number,  with  the 
attention  to  which  the  sub  ject  is  justly  entitled, 
the  essay  signed  “A  Merchant,”  on  which  I re- 
quest your  permission  to  ofl'er  a few  remarks. 

I pass  over  the  very  profound  and  judicious  ob- 
servations on  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  ex- 
change  to  one  or  two  per  cent,  above  par,  and  the 
equally  profound  and  judicious  observations  on  the 
novel  discovery,  that  the  excess  of  the  exporta- 
tion of  specie  over  the  importation,  may  be  a proof 
of  a favorable  slate  of  the  commerce  of  a nation. 
These  views  1 leave  to  your  criticism,  being  so  far 
more  capable  than  I am  of  doing  justice  to  the  sub- 
ject  I shall  confine  myself  to  two  points— the 
“success  of  our  present  system  of  free  trade,**  and 
the  position  that  this  success  “is  making  converts 
to  our  system  in  every  part  of  the  -world** — that  is 
to  say,  I presume,  in  Asia,  Africa,  and  South  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  in  Europe— for  certainly,  those  re- 
gions are  embraced  in  the  comprehensive  terms, 
ttevery  part  of  the  world.** 

The  idea  of  the  success  of  “our  system  of  free 
trade,**  which  means  simply  the  ^freedom**  to  im- 
port every  thing  our  merchants  choose,  how  perni- 
cious soever  to  the  country,  from  ^^every  part  of 
the  world**  is  almost  too  ludicrous  for  serious  argu- 
ment, if  the  “Merchant”  really  means  good  “suc- 
cess.” If  he  means  ILL  “success,”  then  he  is  per- 
fectly correct. 

In  place  of  a long  abstract  discussion,  which 
would  perplex  a common  reader,  I shall  state  a 
few  notorious  facts,  which  will  shed  strong  light  on 
the  subject,  and  prove  that  the  “Merchant”  must 
have  had  sinister  “success”  in  his  mind’s  eye,  when 
he  penned  his  essay. 

“ Our  freedom  of  trade**  deluged  the  country  in 
1815  and  1816,  with  foreign  merchandise  to  the 
amount  of  ^179,000,000,  (exclusive  of  re  exporta 
tions,)  afroiding  a revenue,  in  the  first  year,  of 
§36,300,000 — and  in  the  second,  of  §27,480,000. 
Whereas,  in  the  two  years,  our  exports  amounted 
to  only  §110,700,000.  Tfjese  enormous  impor- 
tations, the  successful  result  of  our  ^freedom  of 
trade,**  produced  a most  ruinous  system  of  over- 
trading— raised  the  price  of  bills  on  England  exor- 
bitantly-drained the  country  of  its  specie — forced 
ma:  y of  the  bf.nks,  which  were  wholly  unprepared 
for  such  a pressure,  to  stop  payment— obliged  all 
of  them  to  curtail  their  discounts,  and  to  press  on 
their  debtors—  whereby  bankruptcy,  ruin  and  de- 
struction, overspread  the  fa(?e  of  the  land  in  1817, 


1818,  and  1819,  producing  more  distress  and  suf- 
fering than  a war  of  equal  duration  would  have 
done. 

These  are  the  successful**  exploits  of  “our 
freedom  of  commerce,**  for  the  first  five  years  of 
peace.  How  far  the  “Merchant”  can  find  any  ra- 
tional ground  of  congratulation  for  the  remaining 
three  years,  remains  to  be  ascertained. 

In  1820  and  1821,  a state  of  convalescence  pro- 
ceeded. We  recovered  gradually,  and  were  felici- 
tating ourselves  on  the  favourable  prospect  of  our 
affairs — when,  lo!  this  eulogized  *^Jreedom  of  com- 
merce** once  more  comes  into  operation,  and  dashes 
the  cup  from  our  lips.  In  the  year  1822,  it  renews 
the  scenes  of  1815  and  1816 — deluges  the  country 
with  merchandise  to  the  amount  of  §58,000,000  iu 
nine  months — whereas,  our  exports  for  the  same 
space  of  time  were  but  §41,000,000,  on  which  we 
have  lost  at  least  §3,000,000,  thus  leaving  a ba. 
lance  against  us  of  §20,000,000.  So  much  for 
* freedom  of  trade.** 

The  other  point,  on  which  I wish  lo  offer  a few 
comments,  is  embraced  in  the  assertion,  that  “our 
system  is  making  converts  to  it  in  eve  ax  PAax  of  tue 

WORLD.” 

This  is  a sweeping,  unqualified  assertion,  which, 
if  true,  ought  to  have  weight  with  congress  and 
our  citizens  at  large — if  unfounded,  it  ought  not  to 
have  been  hazarded  by  a man  of  honor,  as  being 
liable  to  mislead  our  citizens,  and  the  government, 
on  a subject  of  vital  importance — a subject  iu 
which  errors  are  pregnant  with  the  most  serious 
consequences.  My  convictions,  but  they  may  be 
erroneous,  are,  that  the  assertion  is  wholly  with- 
out foundat.on.  I therefore  call  on  the  “Mer- 
chant,” as  he  values  his  character  for  veracity,  to 
produce  any  substantial  evidence — I will  not  say 
“nz  every  part  of  the  world,**  (which  would  embrace 
Asia,  Africa,  and  South  America,)  but  in  Great 
Britain,  France,  Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  Den- 
mark, or  Sweden,  within  the  last  ten  years. 
Should  he  fail  in  this,  I trust  he  will  come  forward, 
as  a gentleman  ought  to  do,  and  acknowledge  he 
was  in  error. 

Let  it  be  observed,  however,  that  I enter  my 
protest  against  two  things — first,  against  the  cita- 
tion of  the  relaxation  of  the  colonial  system  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  navigation  laws  of  France, 
adopted  in  both  cases  with  a very  ill  grace — with 
great  reluctance,  and  after  a long  and  arduous 
struggle,  and  in  which  there  is  no  “imitation”  of 
“owr  system” — no  proof  of  its  “making  converts.” 
These  were  victories  obtained  by  our  “restriclive 
system”  over  the  “restrictive  system”  of  Europe. 

My  other  protest  is  against  any  reference  to  the- 
orists, in  “every”  or  any  •■^part  of  the  world,**  who 
are  probably  paid  to  spread  false  doctrines  to  de- 
ceive us  as  to  our  true  interests.  I insist  on  solid 
facts.  But  if  recourse  is  had  to  theory,  Ferria,  a 
recent  French  author,  will  outweigh  all  the  mo- 
dern disciples  of  the  new  school.  Necker. 

December  25,  1822, 

Dickixson  college—  Pa.  The  college 

faculty  consists  of  Dr.  J.  M.  Mason  D D.  principal; 
H.  Vethake,  esq.  of  New  Jersey,  Rev.  A.  McClel- 
land of  New  York,  and  rev.  J.  Spencer,  of  Mary- 
land, professors  in  the  ditt'erent  departments.  The 
faculty  were  inaugurated  and  the  college  opened 
on  the  15th  January  last,  and  there  are  now  19  se. 
nior  sophisters,  25  juniors,  21  sophomores  and  11 
freshmen— making  76  students.  In  the  grammar 
school  attached  to  the  college,  there  are  24  scho- 
lars. About  one  half  of  the  students  are  from  Penn, 
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the  remainder  from  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ohio, 
Virginia,  Maryland,  New  Jersey  and  New  V'ork 
The  increase  of  students  has  been  so  rapid  as  to  in- 
duce the  trustees  to  apply  to  the  legislature  for  aid 
in  the  erection  of  arlditional  Ouildiiigs,  and  a bill 
has  been  reported  in  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania 
for  the  building  of  an  edifice  to  accommodate  2u0 
students,  and  granting  g5,0C)0  for  the  purchase  ot 
philosophical  apparatus  and  to  complete  the  labo- 
ratory. It  is  expected  that  this  bill  will  pass,  for 
Pennsylvania  omits  no  opportunity  to  encourage 
education,  internal  improvement,  and  domestic  in- 
dustry. 

Straw  hoats  ox  trk  Mississjppt,  &c.  From  the 
Louisiana  Advertiser  of  the  25th  J\'ovemher.  The 
first  steam  boat  employed  in  trade,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi,  was  called  the  New  Orleans,  of  New  Orleans, 
built  at  Pittsburgh  in  1812,  and  enrolled  and  licens- 
ed  for  the  coasting  trade,  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
in  1813,  nine  years  ago;  since  which  period,  up  to 
the  present  time,  there  has  been  eighty  nine  differ- 
ent boats  enrolled  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Of  this  number,  several  have  been  built  at  New 
Orleans,  but  they  have  been  principally  built  on 
the  waters  of  the  Ohio— forming,  in  the  aggregate, 
a tonnage  exceeding  eighteen  thousand  tons. 

This  first  boat  was  lost  in  1814,  and  up  to  the 
present  time  there  have  been  twenty.three  other 
boats  lost,  either  being  sunk,  destroyed  by  fire,  de- 
cayed or  laid  up,  and  out  of  use— forming,  in  the 
aggregate  about  four  thousand  tons — and  leaving 
a balance,  say  in  round  numbers,  fourteen  thousand 
tons  of  this  description  of  vessels  now  employed, 
or  which  may  be  employed,  in  trade  on  the  Missis- 
sippi and  its  tributary  waters,  with  the  port  of  New 
Orleans. 

This  14, COO  tons  does  not  probably  employ  more 
than  1000  hands,  and  can  do  more  in  a given  time 
than  50,000  tons  could  have  done  in  barges,  keel 
boats,  or  any  otlier  kind  of  vessels  employed  ten 
years  ago,  with  20,000  hands,  'fhe  rapid  increase 
of  steam  boats,  had  very  soon  the  natural  tendency 
of  reducing  freights,  and  although  the  owners  suf- 
fered severely  from  this  cause  and  the  consequent 
diminution  in  the  value  of  the  vessels,  yet  the  coun- 
try, at  large,  has  been  greatly  benefitted  by  their 
introduction;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  number  in 
existence  can  now  be  beneficially  employed.; 

The  .Te-.vs  are  building  a new  synagogue  at 
Philadelphia — it  is  now  under  roof.  In  the  south 
east  corner  stone,  was  deposited  the  coins  of  the 
country,  and  a plate  with  the  following  inscrip- 
tion. 

“The  corner  stone  of  a house  consecrated  to  the 
worship  of  Almighty  God  Jehovah,  by  the  congre- 
gation Kal  Kadosh  Miekve  Israel,  is  placed  in  i s bed 
by  John  Moss,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Tisri,  Anno 
Mundi  5588,  coiresponding  to  the  26th  day  of  Sep- 
tember in  the  47th  year  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America — 

James  Monroe  being  president,  and  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins  vice  president  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  Joseph  Hiester  governor  of  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania.  This  happy  country 
in  which  religious  and  civil  liberty  is  secured  to  its 
inhabitants,  is  now  at  peace  with  the  whole  world; 
may  that  enjoyment  long  endure,  and  the  integrity 
of  this  government,  and  the  reign  of  “virtue,  liber- 
ty and  independence”  be  triumpliant  until  “the; 
wreck  of  matter  and  the  crush  of  worlds  ” i 

After  this  follows  the  names  of  the  building  com- 1 
TTiittee,  5ic.  ‘ 


Establish  d ciiuitcii.  The  blessing'/ one.  ''uere 
are  about  13.000  clergymen  of  Uie  establis!;ecl 
church  in  England  and  W ales.  They  are  evule'  tly 
divided  intotwo  parties;  one  denomin  ded — Out  why 
I liave  yet  to  learn — Orthodox,-  the  othtr,  general- 
ly, evangelical,  frequently,  methodistical,  and  some- 
times,The  former  wiiicli  is  by  far  the 
more  numerous,  may  compromis  about  10,000;  the 
latter,  uhicli  appears  to  be  annually  increising, 
and  to  be  chiefly  composed  of  pious,  zealous  cler- 
gymen, sound  expert  theologians,  exemplary  m 
their  conduct,  very  useful  members  of  liie  com- 
munity, and  consrienciously  attached  to  the  estab- 
lished church,  but  as  ardently  solicitous  for  it.s  re- 
formation, may  comprise  about  3000  Ot  the  ortho- 
doxy clergy,  it  lias  been  fairly  computed  tliat  at 
least  three  fourths  are  attached  to  the  established 
church,  merely  under  the  injluence  of  pecuniary  consi- 
derations, 't'hese,  together  with  their  families,  de- 
pendents, patrons,  &c  may  amount  to  about  40  000; 
and  in  each  parish,  one  witli  another,  there  are 
probably  about  twenty  individual.s  hahituaUy,  or 
hereditarily,  but  inconsiderately  attached  to  the  es- 
tablished church,  without  any  regard  to  its  re^'orma- 
Hon;  making  altogether  about  260,000. — Lon  pap, 

IIumax  Boxes.  From  a late  London  paper.  It  is 
estimated  that  more  than  a million  of  bu'shels  of 
human  and  inhuman  bones  were  imported  last  year 
from  the  continent  of  Europe  into  the  port  of  Hull. 
The  neighborhood  of  Leipsic,  Au<t'‘rliiz,  and  Wa- 
terloo, and  of  all  the  places  where,  during  the  late 
bloody  war,  the  principal  battles  were  fought,  have 
been  swept  alike  on  the  bones  of  the  hero  and  the 
horse  which  he  rode.  Thus  collected  from  every 
quarter  they  have  been  shipped  to  the  port  of  Hull, 
and  thence  forwarded  to  the  V'orkshire  bone  grind- 
ers, who  have  erected  steam  engines  and  powerful 
machinery,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  them  to  a 
granalary  state.  In  this  condition  they  are  sent 
chiefly  to  Doncaster,  one  of  the  largest  agricultural 
markets  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  are  there 
sold  to  the  farmers  to  manure  their  lands.  The 
oily  substance  of  the  bone  gradually  evolving  as 
the  bone  calcines,  makes  a more  permanent  and 
substantial  manure  than  almost  any  other  substance 
— particularly  human  bones.  It  is  now  ascertained 
beyond  a doubt,  by  actual  experiment,  upon  an  ex- 
tensive scale,  that  a dead  soldier  is  a most  valuable 
article  of  commerce,  and  for  ought  we  know  to  the 
contrary,  the  good  farmers  ot  \"orksliire  are  indebt- 
ed to  the  bones  of  their  children  for  their  daily 
bread.  It  is  certainly  a singular  fact,  that  Great 
Britain  should  have  sent  out  such  multitudes  of  sol- 
diers to  fight  the  battles  of  the  country  upon  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  should  th  mi  import  their 
bones  as  an  article  of  commerce  to  fatten  her  soil, 
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From  London  Papers  to  J\’ov.  27. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  counties  of 
Cork,  Limerick,  Carlow,  Westweath  and  Antrim, 
in  Ireland  are  in  a dreadful  condition. — The  pea- 
santry are  in  arms,  committing  all  sorts  of  outrages, 
and  persons  of  wealth  are  abandoning  their  homes 
forsafety  in  the  towns.  It  seems  as  if  this  miserable 
people  had  been  rendered  savage  by  suflenng. 

We  learn  that  las  Casas,  (says  a London  paper,)  eld- 
est son  of  the  count,  lately  gave  sir  Hudson  Lowe 
a sound  horse-whippina:  in  London— in  the  street, 

■ and  opposite  the  house  of  the  latter, 

! France.  There  has  been  a sudden  fall  in  the 
‘ French  funds — which  is  ascribed  to  the  illness  of 
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the  king,  whose  death  would  be  attended  with  se- 
rious embarrassments. 

It  is  believed  a most  extensive  conspiracy  exists 
in  France — it  is  avowed  that  more  than  a million  ot 
men  were  aHiliaied.  What  their  design  is  no  one 
knows—possibly  it  is  to  act  together  on  the  decease 
of  the  king,  who  cannot  be  expected  to  live  much 
longer. 

Several  lecturers  on  history  in  the  difTerent  col- 
leges, have  been  ordered  to  suspend  their  lectures 
Any  tiling  thst  touches  the  revolution  of  France, 
is  deemed  seditious. 

Spain.  It  was  thought  that  the  constitutional  army 
in  Catalonia  v,  ould  amount  to  30,000  men  before  the 
end  of  October.  Great  eilbrls  were  making  to  put 
down  the  seditious  priests  and  their  adherents,  who, 
it  seems,  find  a refuge  in  France,  when  hard  pres- 
ed.  But  it  appears  that  the  “army  of  the  faith,” 
20,000  strong,  has  lately  defeated  a constitutional 
army  under  general  Torrijos,  who  lost  600  men  and 
was  himself  killed.  The  “army  of  the  f utii”  is  com 
manded  by  M.  d’Eroles,  lieutenant  genet  al. 

A French  paper  r..  ports  that  the  allied  sovereigns 
have  resolved  to  re*eslablish  the  former  constitu 
tion  of  Spain,  and  “restore  the  king  to  his  liberty.” 

Portugal.  A splendid  reward,  “of  30,000  golden 
crusadc.s,  payable  in  20  years,  and  600,000  reas  of 
annual  revenue  to  be  applied  to  the  purpose,  with 
a niec'al  of  the  value  of  50,000  reas,”  is  offered  by 
a Portuguese  decree  for  the  best  project  of  a civil 
corle  for  that  kingdom  — the  award  to  be  made  by 
five  por.sciis,  and  suoject  to  a revision  of  the  cortes. 

Prussia.  The  priests  of  this  kingdom  are  or- 
dered to  make  the  following  addition  to  the  formal 
prayers  used  on  the  national  holidays.  It  looks 
mere  like  blasphemy  than  religion— but  the  priests 
will  he  obedient  to  the  king,  though  they  offend 
the  OxMroTE.aT! 

“Bless  and  protect,  in  a peculiar  manner,  the 
Holy  Alliance,  and  the  Monarchs  who  formed  it,  in 
order  that  they  may  govern  their  people,  and  ren- 
der them  happy  in  the  faith  of  Thee  and  Thy  Son, 
Saviour  of  the  world.  Cause  their  holy  work  to 
succeed  for  the  glory  of  thy  name,  and  the  assur- 
ance of  the  general  welfare:  to  the  end  that  peace, 
order,  and  justice,  may  reign  every  where;  and 
that  our  most  remote  posterity  may  with  gratitude 
partake  of  thy  benedictions  and  benefits.” 

Cuba.  About  the  7th  ult.  certain  proceedings 
at  Havana  seemed  to  threaten  complete  destruc- 
tion. 1'he  natives  and  the  European  Spaniards 
have  always  been  jealous  of  one  another,  and,  at 
the  late  election  of  delegates  to  the  cortes,  they 
nearly  came  to  a general  battle.  The  old  Spa- 
niards,  fearing  the  success  of  the  ticket  supported 
by  the  natives,  attempted  to  influence  the  choice 
by  the  presence  of  the  troops — on  which  the  other 
party  collected  a superior  force,  and  sent  word  to 
the  governor  that  they  were  prepared  to  maintain 
their  rights  by  arms.  'Ihe  military  were  with- 
drawn, the  ticket  supported  by  the  natives  suc- 
ceeded, and  the  quiet  of  the  city  was  restored  af- 
ter being  disturbed  for  some  days. 

It  is  expected  that  examples  will  be  made  of 
some  of  the  ringleaders  of  this  plot  against  the 
rights  of  the  people.  Eighteen  persons,  most  of 
them  officers  in  the  army,  are  to  be  tried,  and  capi- 
tal punishment  of  some  of  them  is  spoken  of. 

Colombia.  The  latest  accounts  notice  two  battles 
between  generals  Montilla  and  Morales,  in  both 
which  the  Colombians  were  victorious.  They  were 
fought  on  the  22nd  and  23d  of  November,  near  Sa- 
Jina  Rica;  and,  by  tbe  result,  the  royal  forces  were 
leduced  to  about  600  men,  with  whom  Morales  fled 


to  Mitari,  where  gi  neral  Torrelles  was  making 
every  preparation  to  attack  his  shaliert  d forces. 
The  Spanish  frigate  Ligera,  brig  Hercules  and 
schooner  Constitution,  that  sailed  from  Curracoa 
on  the  24lh  November  anchored  at  Las  ; acques  on 
the  25th,  and  were  still  lying  there  on  the  27th. 
Commodores  Daniels  and  Beluch  were  cruising  in 
the  Gulf  of  Maracaybo  with  a view  of  inte  rcept- 
ing the  Spanish  fleet  Tlie  following  vessels  com- 
pose the  Colombian  squadron; 


Corvette  Bolivar 

25  guiis- 

-250  nrien 

Ship  Lady  Barrington 

, 28 

200 

Brig  Independencia 

18 

150 

Brig  Vencedor 

18 

150 

Brig  Mosqueto 

20 

100  fr.  Engl’d 

Sebr.  Independencia 

10 

80 

Ketch  brig 

8 

50 

Total 

127 

980 

he  Spanish  squadron  consists  o-f 

Ligera  frigate 

44  guns- 

-300  jnen 

Hercules  brig 

20 

140 

Constitution  schr. 

5 

50 

Total 

69 

490 

Canova,  the  Sculptor. 

The  most  important  intelligence  derived  from 
Europe,  is  the  death  of  the  celebrated  sculptor  Can- 
OTA.  The  following  extracts  relating  to  him,  taken 
from  English  papers,  will  be  read  with  interest: 

FKOM  A GENTLEMAN  AT  VENICE. 

Oct.  12,  8 o'clock — Sent  my  servant  to  inquire  for 
Canova’s  health.  Half  past  eight,  or  before  nine, 
he  returned;  I was  in  hopes  with  Canova’s  thanks, 
that  he  was  better;  but  no — that  he  was  dead! — 
Canova  died  about  ten  minutes  before  8 o’clock. 

“Sic  transit  gloria  mundi!” 

Ten  o'clock — Went  to  Canova’s  house.  The 
professors,  they  said,  were  come.  I was  ushered 
into  the  chamber  of  death.  Canova’s  body  was 
covered,  except  his  head,  and  at  the  head  was  a 
professor;  my  feelings  sicken;  covering  the  mor- 
tal part  of  Canova  with  plaister  of  paris  to  take  a 
cast!  In  two  seconds  I repressed  my  indignation, 
recovered  my  senses,  and  forced  my.self,  with  fo- 
reigners, to  assume  a tone,  or  rather  manner,  which 
ill  accorded  with  the  genuine  and  native  feelings 
of  my  heart.  Coffee  was  handed  to  me,  and  dif- 
ferent statues  were  discussed,  as  if  Canova  himself 
had  been  sleeping.  Approaching  nearer  the  bed, 
I saw,  and  seeing,  took  hold  of  his  right  hand. 
Death  had  not  yet  stiffened  the  nerves,  nor  had 
the  blood  become  entirely  colorless.  His  thumb 
lay  concealed  by  the  position  of  the  hand.  I was 
touching  it,  but  could  only  see  that  part  of  it  which 
had  wronght  such  miracles.  After  this,  I was  ill 
prepared  to  re-discuss  any  of  this  great  man’s 
works,  and  slid  gently  out  of  the  room.  For  a few 
seconds,  1 set  down  in  the  anti  room,  next  to  Cano- 
va’s bed  room,  till  the  entrance  of  different  per- 
sons roused  me  to  a different  scene. — An  inspector 
of  the  police  entered,  with  an  air  which  said,  «I  am 
here  of  right  and  of  consequence,  and  as  a matter 
of  business.”  Sitting  down,  with  pen  and  ink,  and 
taking  out  a printed  form,  not  forgetting  his  snuflT 
box,  which  seemed  more  necessary  than  either,  he 
began  a number  of  polite  questions.  No  one  of 
feeling  could  detail  the  hard,  dry  skeleton  of  this 
form.  One  co  incidence  struck  me;  a door  opened; 
a servant  passed  across  the  room  with  downcast  and 
blood-sbot  eyes.  It  was  Canova’s  own  body  ser- 
vant. When,  tapping  his  box,  I heard  the  police 


NILES’  REGISTER- JANUARY  4.  1823— POLITICAL  HISTORY. 


277 


officer  repeat,  “thirteen  diflVrent  orders,  T think, 
you  said?*'  Tills  question  was  put  to  the  bystanders. 

I know  not  their  names;  they  were  people  of  the 
house;  no  connexions,  but  of  locality  alone.  The 
p-oor  servant  had  passed  on,  thinlcinp;'  little  and 
caring  less  about  all  the  decvratiom  this  world 
could  bestow.  People  began  to  enter  the  anti 
room.  The  questions  of  curiosity  ill  suited  the  j 
scene,  and  1 left  it  as  quietly  as  I had  entered  The  j 
feeling  which  led  me  there  was  to  know  the  cer 
tainty,  Canova  is  to  be  opened  to  morrow.  My 
.servant_  says  that  the  dust  from  the  chisel  was  the 
primary,  [ mean  distant,  cause  cf  hisdea'h;  but  on 
this  poiu'<  I am  not  informed. 

The  ensuing  scanty  particulars  of  his  biography, 
are  given  iu  a work  by  a lady,  entitled  “Rome  in 
the  nineteen' h century.” 

Canova  was  born  at  Passagno,  a small  village  in 
the  Venetian  territory,  of  parents  whose  poverty 
disable'!  them  from  g vingto  ti  e genius  his  earli- 
est youth  displayed,  thr.  usual  cultivation  nr  en- 
couragement. But  he  re.solutelv  struggled  with 
every  difficulty,  and  liiially  triumphed  over  his 
fate. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen,  having  obtained  the  long 
wished  for  boon  of  a small  piece  of  marble,  he 
sculptured  out  of  it  t wo  b;'skets  of  fruit,  which  are 
now  on  the  staircase  of  the  Palazzo  Faresetti,  at 
Venice 

The  next  year,  when  only  fifteen,  he  executed  i 
Euiydice,  his  first  statr.e,  in  a species  of  soft  stone, 
oalle^'  Pietro  Dolce,  fimnd  in  the  vicinity  of  Vicen- 
za; anti,  three  years  after,  Orpheus,  both  of  which 
are  it  the  Villa  Falier,  near  Asolo,  a town  about 
fifteen  miles  from  Treviso. 

His  first  groupe  in  marble,  that  of  Dxdalus  and 
Icarus,  he  finished  at  tlie  age  of  twenty,  and  brought 
with  him  to  Rome,  where  be  vainly  solicited  the 
patronage  of  the  Venetian  ambassador,  and  of! 
many  of  the  great;  but  when  almost  reduced  to  de- 1 
spair,  without  money  or  friends,  he  became  Icnown  | 
to  sir  William  Hamilton,  whose  discernment  imme-  j 
diately  saw  the  genius  of  the  young  artist,  and  j 
whose  liberality  furnished  him  with  the  means  of  j 
prosecuting  his  studies,  and  of  establishing  him- 1 
self  as  an  artist  in  Rome.  To  this,  his  first  patron, 
and  to  all  his  family,  Canova  has  through  life  mani- 
fested the  warmest  gratitude. 

Through  sir  Willium  Hamilton,  his  merit  became 
known  to  others;  even  the  Venetian  ambassador 
was  shamed  into  some  encouragement  of  his  young 
countryman,  and  ordered  the  groupe  of  Theseus 
and  Minotaur.  A few  years  after,  Canova  was  cm- 
plijyed  to  execute  the  tomb  of  Ganganelli,  in  the 
church  of  the  SS.  Apostoli,  at  Rome.  With  these 
exceptions,  all  his  early  patrons  were  Englishmen. 
Amongst  these  were  lord  Cawdor,  Mr.  Latouche, 
and  sir  Henry  Blundell,  for  the  latter  of  whom  the 
Psyche,  of  the  earliest  and  most  beautiful  of  his 
works,  w'ls  executed. 

The  most  beautiful  of  all  his  works,  the  Venus 
and  Adonis,  was  finished  at  the  age  of  six  and 
thirty. 

Many  are  the  delightful  hours  I have  spent  with 
Canova,  both  when  he  has  been  employed  in  mo- 
delling and  chiselling;  and  few  are  the  companions 
whose  society  will  be  enjoyed  with  such  interest 
or  remembered  with  such  regret. 

The  warmth  and  kindness  of  his  disposition,  the 
noble  principles  and  generous  feelings  of  his  mind, 
and  the  unpretending  simplicity  of  his  manners, 
give  the  highest  charm  to  his  exalted  genius.  By 
the  friends  that  know  him  best,  he  will  be  the  most 
beloved. 


Canova  has  the  avarice  of  fame,  not  of  moi  ey. 
Ht  devotes  a great  part  of  his  fortune  to  the  pur- 
poses of  benevolence. — Wit!)  the  title  of  Maichese, 
the  pope  conferred  Cupnn  Canova  three  ihouMind 
piastres  of  rent,  the  w!)o!e  of  which  he  deih  utes 
to  the  support  and  encouragement  of  poor  and 
deserving  artists.  But  1 should  never  be  '■lone, 
were  I to  recount  one  half  of  the  noble  action.s,  llie 
generous  exertions,  and  the  extensive  chunti-  s of 
bis  life,  whicii  are  as  secretly  an<l  um:stent:*t;ously 
performed,  as  judiciously  applied.  He  is  now 
building  a church  in  his  native  village,  and  lias 
alienated  the  greatest  part  of  liis  own  fortune  for 
the  siijiport  of  charitable  in.stltulions. 

It  is  not,  I believe,  generally  known  that  Canova 
Is  a painter  as  wcdl  as  a sculptor.  He  has  jnirsued  the 
sister  ait  occasionally,  lor  the  amusement  of  his 
leisure  hours,  and  many  of  his  designs  are  truly 
beautiful. 


Political  History. 

rHKSIT)F,.NTI  AL  ELFCTIO.N  OV  1801. 

Having  republished,  from  the  \fashin.gton  City 
Gazette,  the  letter  of  the  Kite  .lames  A.  Bayard, 
(see  the  Rloisteh  of  the  16t!’,  Nov.  uli.).  we  feel 
it  due  to  the  sunject  and  as  a matter  of  l ight  to 
copy  the  iollovving  articles  from  the  “National 
Gazette.’’  The  public  mind  is  much  directed  to 
the  election  of  president,  and  an  account  of  the 
past  may  be  useful  i’or  the  .iiture.  't  hat  tiie 
whole  subject  may  be  presented  together,  we 
have  prefixed  Mr.  Bavard’s  letter,  agree  ing  with 
general  Harper  that  “it  was  not  designed  bytJie 
writer  for  publication,”  and  believing  that  he 
tiiougbt  it  had  been  destro)  ed.  Why  it  has  been 
brougiit  forward  at  tliis  late  day  we  cannot  ima- 
gine, except  to  effect  a caucus  nomination  by 
congress. 

^^JVashimriort,  17th  February,  1801. 
“De All  sin— Mr,  Jefierson  is  our  president — Our 
opposition  was  continued  till  it  was  demonstrated 
that  Burr  could  not  be  brought  in,  and  even  if  he 
could,  he^meantto  come  in  as  a democrat, 

“In  such  case,  to  evidence  his  sincerity,  he  must 
have  swept  every  officer  in  the  United  States.  I 
have  direct  inforniation  that  ,vir.  .Iirifer.sLm  will  not 
pursue  1 hat  plan.  The  JV'ctv  EagUind gerAleman  came 
out,  and  declared  they  meant  to  ffo  Tvithunt  a consli^ 
lation  and  take  the  risk  of  a civil  war.  They  agreed 
that  those  who  would  not  agree  to  incur  such  an 
extremity,  ought  to  recede  without  loss  of  time.  We 
pressed  them  to  go  with  us  and  preserve  unity  in 
our  measures. 

“After  great  agitation  and  much  heat,  all  agreed 
but  one.  But,  in  conseipience  of  his  standing  out, 
the  others  refused  to  abandon  tlicir  old  ground, 
Mr.  .T.Mid  not  get  a federal  vote.  Vermont  gave 
a vote  by  means  of  Morris  withdrawing.  'I’he  same 
thing  happened  with  Maryland,  The  votes  of  S, 
Carolina  and  Delaware  were  blank.  Your  obedi- 
ent servant,  [Signed]  ,T  A.  B.” 

The  very  harsh  allusions  which  were  indulged 
in  congress  during  the  agitation  of  the  Missouri 
question,  to  the  conduct  of  the  federalists  in  that 
body,  when  tlie  choice  between  Thomas  .Tefferson 
and  Aaron  Burr,  for  tiie  office  of  president,  de- 
volved upon  the  house  of  representative.s,  led  us  ta 
ask  the  true  history  of  this  affair  from  a gentlem 
general  R.  G.  Harper,  whom  we  knew  to  have 
been,  at  the  time,  one  of  the  most  consfi  cuo-is  of 
the  federal  members.  General  Harper  referred  a 
to  statements  which  he  had  made,  on  oath,  in  an- 
swer to  formal  interrogatories  administered  to  him 
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niany  ypars  before,  in  a libel  cause,  then  depending 
in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  of  t!ie  state  of 
N*'w  York,  between  Aaron  Burr,  as  plaintiff',  and 
James  Cheetham,  as  defendant  Not  long  after  he 
kinoly  placed  in  our  hands  an  autiientic  copy  of 
the  interrogatories  and  the  answers,  which,  as  the 
subject  forms  an  interesting  and  important  part  of 
the  political  history  of  the  union  and  was  not  pro 
periy  understood  by  the  country,  we  resolved  to 
publish  at  the  first  good  opportunity. 

The  appearance  of  a letter  of  a most  invidous 
cast,  relating  to  the  temper  of  the  New  England 
deh  gation,  on  the  occasion,  and  ascribed  to  the  lu- 
Hien'ec  Mr.  Bay  ard,  drew  our  attention  again  to 
tht-  matter,  and  induced  us  to  apply  to  genera!  Har- 
per for  h s ojiinion  conc^  rning  the  real  purport  and 
the  general  correctness  of  that  letter.  No  one 
alive  seemed  to  us  more  able  to  determine  these 
points,  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  dispassionate 
and  intelligent  reader  in  the  nation.  He  possessed, 
at  Bast,  as  muclt  influence  as  Mr.  Bayard  himself, 
with  tile  federalists  in  congress;  he  enjoyed  their 
confidence  fully,  and  was  intimately  acquainted 
witn  all  that  passed  among  them  with  respect  to 
the  struggle  in  the  house  of  representatives.  At 
this  day,  win  n party  heats  and  prejudices  have  sub- 
siaed  in  the  breasts  of  the  great  majoriiy  of  the 
sufvirors  of  the  ardent  politicians  of  that  period, 
credit  wdll  be  almost  universally  given  to  the  posi 
tive  testimony  of  general  Harper,  He  has  no  su- 
perior in  the  quaiilies  of  honorable  spirit  and  manly 
candor;  his  sentiments  are  as  elevated  as  his  views 
are  hbeial  and  compiv  hensive;  and  liis  memory  is 
mot  less  retentive  and  exact,  than  his  understanding 
is  vigorous  and  richly  mature. 

In  writ.ng  thus  of  one  of  the  most  able,  patriotic 
and  CRlightened  of  the  representatives,  who  have, 
at  any  time,  led  and  adorned  either  branch  of  the 
national  legislature,  we  are  not  merely  gratifying  a 
lively  personal  affection  and  esteem,  founded  on  a 
long  and  close  o'uservation  of  his  character,  but 
contributing,  as  far  as  we  can,  to  secure  due  atten- 
tion and  weight  to  a recorsj,  which  we  deem  of  much 
consequence  as  it  I'egards  the  national  annals.  We 
insert  this  morning  the  interrogatories  and  replies 
above  mentioned,  and  subjoin  to  these  remarks  a 
communication  which  we  have  received  from  ge- 
neral Harper,  toucliing  the  letter  imputed  to  Mr. 
Bayard.  We  would,  in  addition,  premise  this  ob- 
servation, that  our  object  is  not  immediately  to 
clear  the  federalists  as  a party,  or  the  federal  mem 
bers  of  congress  in  question,  from  any  charges  or 
Suspicions,  however  unjust;  but  to  establish  inte 
resting  facts,  and  vindicate  the  truth  of  history, 
Jialtimore,  Dec-  1822. 

My  dear  sir:  In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  let- 

ter which  asks  my  opinion  respecting  the  determi 
nation  supposed  to  be  imputed  to  the  federal  mem- 
bers of  congress  from  New  England,  in  1801,  by  the 
late  Mr.  Bayard,  in  the  letter  published  in  a late 
number  of  Niles’  Weekly  Register,  I must  remark, 
in  the  first  place,  that  1 saw  the  letter  with  very 
great  regret.  Certainly,  it  was  not  intended  by 
the  writer  for  publication:  and  what  good  could 
have  been  expected  from  its  publication,  at  this  late 
period,  I am  unable  to  conjecture.  Surely  if  can 
not  be  desirable  to  revive  old  party  heats  and  pre 
judices,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  every  good 
man,  of  every  party,  has  long  since  wished  to  forget 
Tlie  federal  party  having  had  nothing  but  the  pub 
lie  good  in  view,  and  content  with  seeing  their  sys- 
tern  substantially  adopted  by  their  former  opposers, 
as  they  know  that  it  must  be,  sooner  or  later,  by 
whomsoever  may  be  called  to  the  administration 


of  the  federal  government,  had  willingly  and  even 
gladly  retired  from  the  contest,  which  they  had 
firmly  maintained  as  long  as  a course,  essentially 
opposed  to  their  principles,  was  pursued  by  the 
men  in  power.  In  some  places  a struggle  of  state 
parties,  under  the  old  names,  but  solely  witli  a view’ 
to  state  or  local  politics,  was  still  maintained:  but 
to  the  administration  of  the  national  governmenc, 
nothing  like  a systematic  or  united  opposition,  on 
the  part  of  the  federalists,  has  any  where  appeared, 
since  the  present  chief  magistrate  received  the 
reins;  nor  indeed  since  the  general  peace  in  Eu- 
rope, and  the  termination  of  the  war  between  us 
and  Great  Britain. 

On  the  contrary,  tlie  federalists,  almost  universal- 
ly, declared  their  approbation  of  the  leading  mea- 
sures of  the  government,  and  gave  it  their  cordial 
support.  The  national  goveiT.ment  indeed  destroy- 
ed the  fedei.  l party,  in  the  only  way  it  could  be  de- 
stroyed, by  adoj)ting  substantially  its  principles. 
Numbers  of  tliose  who  had  acted  with  it  most 
zealously,  and  perhaps  most  efficiently,  while  its 
fundamental  principles  were  still  denied  in  prac- 
tice, BOW  regretted  and  endeavored  to  prevent  the 
local  and  sectional  opposition,  which,  under  its 
name,  was  still  made  for  merely  local  objects, 
rhey  saw  and  lamented,  as  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  almost  ever  good  and  reflecting  man  of 
every  party  did,  that  such  an  opposition  must  tend 
to  prolong  and  confirm  the  influeiv.e  of  tliose,  whose 
claims  to  public  consideration  and  confidence  were 
felt  to  require  the  aid  of  party  spirit  and  popular 
prejudice.  I very  much  regret  the  publication  of 
Mr.  Bayard’s  letter,  at  this  late  day,  after  a lapse  of 
twenty-two  years,  believing  that  it  may  have  this 
effect,  in  some  degree,  and  can  luive  no  other. 

That  part  of  the  letter  in  which  Mr.  Bayard  af- 
firms, in  relation  to  the  contest  in  the  house  of  rei- 
pi  esentatives  between  Mr.  Jefferson  and  col.  Burr, 
that  “the  New  England  gentlemen  came  out  and 
declared  they  meant  to  go  without  a constitution, 
and  take  the  risk  of  a civil  war,”  requires  some 
particular  notice.  It  is  certain  that  Mr.  Bayard  did 
not  mean  to  say,  that  such  a determination  was  de- 
clared or  formed,  by  the  New  England  members  of 
the  federal  party  in  a body,  or  in  any  public,  open 
and  direct  manner.  He  must  have  meant  merely 
to  say,  that  such  he  understood  1o  be  their  deter- 
mination; and  this  conclusion,  which  I know  and 
pronounce  positively  to  be  erroneous,  he  must  have 
drawn  from  some  angry  and  ill  judged  expressions, 
hazarded  by  individuals,  in  a ’moment  of  excite- 
ment. 

We  all  know',  or  at  least  I know,  that  declara- 
tions, of  a similar  import,  were  made  then,  and  at 
other  times,  by  angry  men  on  the  other  side,’ in 
relation  to  the  failure  of  their  favorite  candidate, 
and  to  other  subjects  of  contest:  and  yet  it  would 
have  been  extremely  erroneous  to  conclude,  that 
the  supporters  of  Mr.  Jefferson  had  determined  “to 
go  without  a constitution,  and  to  take  the  risk  of  a 
civil  war,”  rather  than  see  col.  Burr  made  presi- 
dent. Such  intemperate  expressions,  in  times  of 
party  heat  and  violent  agitation,  merely  shew  that 
their  authors  are  much  excited.  1 was  present  at 
all  the  general  deliberations  of  the  federal  mem- 
bers, on  this  momentous  subject,  which  were  fre- 
quent and  very  anxious.  I may,  1 think,  safely  say, 
that  I was  as  much  in  the  confidence  of  those  gen- 
vlemen,  and  as  well  acquainted  with  their  private 
and  individual  views,  as  any  other  person.  I had 
a great  deal  of  full  and  free  communication  with 
them,  individually  and  privately,  which  I have  eve- 
ry reason  to  believe  was  frank  and  confidential. 
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And  I det  laie  that,  n ) no  occasi  j:  ,d»d  1 n ar  from 
them  or  any  of  them,  a hint  of  such  a determination 
as  Mr.  Dayard,  at  the  time  of  writing  the  letter  in 
question,  supposed  them  to  have  formed.  It  is 
very  improbable;  and  I cannot  believe  that  so  mo 
mentous  a resolution  would  or  could  have  been 
concealed  fnim  me,  and  from  ttiose  of  my  colleagues, 
with  whom  1 agreed  in  opinion,  and  acted  through, 
out  the  whole  scene. 

The  subsequent  parts  of  this  letter,  prove,  in* 
conteslibly,  that  Mr.  Bayard  is  not,  in  the  passage 
in  question,  to  be  understood  literally  or  positive- 
ly; but  merely  as  speaking  of  hasty  expressions, 
and  resolutions  that  were  talked  of  by  some,  but 
not  definitively  formed.  He  goos  on  to  say,  “they, 
(that  is  the  New  England  gentlemen),  agreed  that 
those  wQo  would  not  agree  to  incur  such  an  ex- 
tremity, ought  to  recede  without  loss  ot  time.  We 
pressed  them  to  go  with  us,  and  preserve  unity  in 
our  measures. 

“ After  great  agitation  and  much  heat,  n//  agreed 
lui  one.  But,  in  cons-.quence  of  his  standing  out, 
the  others  refused  to  abandon  their  old  grounds.” 

1 hat  is,  all  of  these  federal  members  from  New 
England,  who  had  “come  out  and  declared  that  they 
meant  to  go  without  a constitution,  and  take  the 
risk  j*'  a civil  war,”  finally  agreed,  with  the  ex- 
cention  of  one  only,  to  vote  for  Mr.  Jefferson;  not 
merely  to  acquiesce  in  his  becoming  president, 
which  was  the  certain  consequence  ^ the  with- 
drawul  of  one  of  them,  (gen.  Morris,  of  Vermont, 
who  did  in  fact  withdraw),  but  actually  to  vote  for 
him.  This  was  their  final  determination,  and  the 
only  one  which  they  took;  for  whatever  passionate 
expressions  may  liave  been  thrown  out  by  indivi- 
duals, in  the  preceding  conferences,  or  in  separate 
consultations,  and  in  whatever  light  they  may  have 
appeared  to  Mr.  Bayard,  it  is  certain  that  no  such 
resolution  as  his  words,  taken  separately,  would  im- 
port, was  ever  formed  by  the  federal  members  from 
New  England.  I most  firmly  believe  that  there 
was  not  a man  among  them,  who  would  not  have 
voted  for  Mr.  Jefferson,  had  his  vote  been  neces- 
sary to  prevent  such  a catastrophe  It  appears, 
from  Mr.  Bayard’s  own  statement,  that  there  was 
but  one  who  ultimately  refused  to  give  such  a vote, 
for  the  incomparably  less  important  purpose,  of 
producing  unanimity  in  their  own  proceedings 

The  details  given  by  VI  r.  Bayard,  concerning  the 
form  of  relinquishing  the  contest  are  not  important; 
but  I believe  them  to  be  correct.  I say,  “the  form 
of  relinquishing,”  because  the  substance,  the  relin- 
quishment itself,  appears,  by  his  statement,  to  have 
been,  and  in  fact  was,  done  by  general  consent.  It 
had  been  resolved  on  some  time  before  it  was  done: 
as  soon,  indeed,  as  it  was  ascertained  that  col.  Burr 
could  get  no  votes  from  his  own  party,  to  give  him 
.an  opportunity  of  doing  which  was  the  sole  motive 
for  making  the  stand,  Mr.  Bayard  would  have  given 
the  decisive  vote  alone  for  Mr.  Jefferson,  had  it 
been  necessary.  This  I know.  He  could  have 
done  it,  because  he  alone  held  the  vote  of  Dela- 
ware, and  Mr.  Jefferson,  from  the  first,  wanted  but 
one  vote.  He  would  have  done  it,  because  he  had 
resolved,  from  the  first,  that  there  should  be  a pre- 
sident. I also  know,  and  he  knew,  that  there  were 
other  individuals  who,  by  reason  of  the  divison  of 
votes  in  the  representations  of  their  respective 
states,  had  the  same  power,  and  were  equally  re- 
solved to  exercise  it  in  the  same  manner,  in  case 
of  need;  and  for  the  same  reason. 

This,  I believe,  was  known  to  all  from  the  begin 
ning;  cansequently  it  was  known  to  all,  from  the 
beginning,  that  there  would  be  n preaident  cho- 


sen; and  that  no  set  of  men  had  it  in  their  power* 
if  it  had  been  in  their  will,  “to  go  without  a con- 
stitution, and  take  the  risk  of  a civil  war.”  What- 
ever vain  and  idle  discourse  of  this  kind,  produc- 
ed by  the  eflerve.scence  of  the  moment,  Mr.  Bay- 
ard may  have  heard,  could  have  amounted  to  no 
more  than  crude  and  hasty  expressions  of  individu- 
al passion.  It  is  wonderful  that  a man,  of  his  un- 
derstanding and  discernment,  should  have  mistaken 
them,  if  he  did  indeed  mistake  them,  (which  his 
letter,  taken  altogether,  and  correctly  understood, 
does  not  import),  for  a determination  of  any  body 
of  men  acting  in  concert,  or  indeed  of  any  indivi- 
dual. 

1 have  entered  into  this  tedious  detail,  my  dear 
sir,  in  compliance  with  what  I understood  to  be 
ycur  wish,  and  with  the  hope  that  it  may  assist  in 
protecting  a most  honorable  and  patriotic  body  of 
men,  from  the  obloquy  to  which  they  may  be  ex- 
posed, in  consequence  of  the  publication  and  mis- 
construction of  Mr.  Bayard’s  letter.  For  such 
further  information  as  I possess,  respecting  the 
conduct  and  views  of  the  federal  party,  in  relation 
to  the  contest  between  Mr.  Jefferson  and  col.  Burr, 
I refer  you,  as  I have  done  before,  to  the  deposi- 
tions in  an  action,  brought  soon  after  the  event,  by 
colonel  Burr  against  James  Cheetham;  in  which  se- 
veral members  of  congress,  of  whom  I was  one, 
were  examined  on  interrogatories. 

Election  of  Jefferson  and  Burr,  1801. 

Interrogatories  to  be  administered  to  Robert 
Goodloe  Harper,  counsellor  at  law,  esqr.  of  Balti- 
more, in  the  state  of  Maryland,  a witness  to  be  pro- 
duced, sworn  and  examined  in  a cause  now  depend, 
ing  in  the  supreme  court  of  judicature  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  between  Aaron  Burr,  plaintiff,  and 
James  Cheetham,  defendant,  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant. 

1st.  Do  you  know  the  parties,  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant, or  either,  and  which  of  them,  and  how 
long  have  you  known  them  respectivelyi* 

To  the  first  interrogatory,  this  deponent  answer- 
eth  and  saith,  that  he  doth  know  the  plaintiff,  and 
hath  been  acquainted  with  him,  as  far  as  this  depo- 
nent can  now  recollect,  from  some  time  in  the 
month  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninetyfive:  and  that  he  does  not 
know  the  defendant  personally. 

2d.  Was  you  a member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives in  congress  of  the  United  States  from 
the  state  of  Maryland,  in  the  session  holden  in  the 
months  of  Jan  and  Feb.  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  one? 

To  the  second  interrogatory  this  deponent  an- 
swereth  and  saith,  that  he  hath  never  been  a mem- 
of  the  house  of  representatives  in  congress,  from 
the  state  of  Maryland;  but  was  in  the  session  of 
congress  holden  in  the  months  of  January  and 
February,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  one,  a member  of  the  said  house,  from  the  state 
of  South  Carolina. 

3d.  Was  there  not  an  equal  number  of  votes  for 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  Aaron  Burr,  as  president  and 
vice-president  of  the  United  States,  at  the  election 
for  those  offices  in  the  December  preceeding,  and 
did  not  the  choice  of  a president,  consequently,  de- 
volve on  the  said  house  of  representatives? 

To  the  third  interrogatory,  this  deponent  an- 
swereth  and  saith,  that,  to  the  best  of  hisinforma- 
tion  and  belief,  there  was  an  equal  number  of  votes 
for  rhomas  Jefferson  and  Aaron  Burr,  as  presi. 
dent  and  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  ut  the 
election  mentioned  in  this  interrogatory;  wiiich 
eq'tftlity  was  a matter  of  general  notoriety:  and 
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that,  to  his  certain  knowledge,  the  choice  of  a pre 
sident  from  those  two  persons  was  declared,  by 
the  then  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  af- 
ter counting  the  said  votes  in  the  senate  of  the 
U,  States,  to  devolve:  on  the  said  house  of  represen 
tatives;  which  did  accordingly  proceed  to  make  the 
said  choice  by  ballot,  as  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  U.  States. 

4tb.  Did  not  the  said  house  ballot  for  the  presi 
dent  several  times  before  a choice  was  made;  if  so, 
how  many  times?  Was  not  the  frequency  of  ballot- 
ing occasioned  by  an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  seve- 
ral members  of  congress,  to  elect  the  said  plaintiff, 
Aaron  Burr,  as  president?  Do  you  know  who  such 
members  were?  If  so,  what  are  their  names? 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  this  deponent  an- 
swereth  and  saith,  that  the  said  house  did  ballot 
several  times  before  a choice  was  inade.  He  doth 
not  recollect  now  the  number  of  times,  but  be- 
lieves it  was  more  than  thirty.  The  frequency  of 
balloting  was  occasioned  by  an  attempt,  on  the  part 
of  several  members  of  congress,  to  elect  the  said 
plaintiff,  Aaron  Burr,  president,  in  preference  to 
the  said  Thomas  Jefferson.  This  deponent  doth 
not  now  recollect  liie  names  of  all  the  members 
who  were  understood  and  believed  by  him  to  ballot 
for  the  said  plaintiff.  He,  tiiis  deponent,  was  of 
that  number  himself;  as  were  also,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief,  fhomas  Pinckney,  John  Rut- 
ledge ami  Abraham  Nott,  three  of  his  then  col- 
leagues; William  Barry  Grove,  William  Hill, 

Du-kson,  and  Arehibaid  H nderson,  from  North 
Carolina,  Josiah  Parker,  Thomas  Evans,  Samuel 
Goode,  and  Robert  Page,  from  Virginia,  William 
Craick,  George  Baer,  junr.  John  Dennis,  and  John 
Cliew  Thomas,  from  Maryland,  James  A Bayard, 
from  Delaware,  Robert  Wain,  Henry  Woods,  and 
John  Wilks  Kittera,  from  Pennsylvania;  James  H 
Iinlay,  and  » homas  Sinickson.  from  New  Jersey, 
John  Bird,  Jonas  Platt,  and  Thomas  Morris,  from 
the  state  of  New  York,  one  other  member  from 
that  state  whose  name  this  deponent  cannot  cer- 
tainly recollect,  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Harrison 
Gray  Otis,  and  Lemuel  Williams,  from  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,,  with  several  other  members  from 
that  state,  whose  names  this  deponent  doth  not 
now  recollect;  Roger  Griswold,  from  the  state  of 
Connecticut,  with  all  the  other  members  from  that 
state,  whose  names  this  deponent  doth  not  recol 
loot.  Lewis  R,  Morris,  from  the  state  of  Vermont, 
John  Blown,  and  Christopher  G.  Champlin,  from 
the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  all  the  members 
from  the  state  of  New  Hampshire,  whose  names 
this  deponent  doth  not  recollect,  except  that  of 
Samuel  Terry,  whom  he  believes  to  have  been  then 
a member.  All  the  members  belonging  to  the  fede- 
ral party  united  in  suppoi’ting  the  said  Burr,  ex 
cept  Benjamin  Huger,  from  South  Carolina,  who, 
as  well  as  this  deponent  now  recollects,  voted  uni- 
formly for  the  said  Thomas  Jefferson:  and  the  re- 
sult was  that,  on  all  the  baliotings,  except  the  last, 
the  states  of  South  Carolina,  Delaware,  Connecti- 
cut, Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, vote  d for  the  said  Aaron  Burr,  and  that  the 
states  of  Maryland  and  Vermont,  were  divided 
equally,  and  their  votes  lost. 

5th.  Do  you  know  that  any  measures  were  sug 
gested  or  presented,  by  any  person  or  persons,  to 
secure  the  election  of  Aaron  Burr  to  the  presiden 
cy?  If  so,  who  were  such  person  or  persons? 
Did  he,  the  said  Aaron  Burr,  know  thereof?  Was 
any  letter  or  letters  written,  communicating  such 
an  intention?  If  so,  were  ^cli  letter  or  letters  for- 
warded to  him  through  the  post-office,  and  by  whom? 


Has  he  not  inform*  d you,  or  have  you  not  under- 
stood, and  if  so  how,  that  he  was  apprised  that  an  at- 
tempt  would  be  made  to  secure  his  election? 

To  the  filth  inierrogaiion,  this  deponent  an- 
swereth  and  saith,  that  no  measures,  to  his  know- 
ledge, were  suggested  or  presented  by  any  person 
whatever  to  secure  the  election  of  Aaron  Burr  to 
the  presidency,  other  than  the  resolution  of  the 
aforementioned  members  to  vote  for  him  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  said  Thomas  Jefferson,  as  the  consti- 
tutioii  authorized,  and  their  duly',  in  their  opinion, 
required.  This  deponent  doth  not  know  or  believe, 
that  the  said  Aaron  Burr  was  iidbvmed  of  this  reso- 
lution, until  it  was  declared  by  the  votes  themselves. 
He  might  have  been  informed  that  several  mem- 
bers had  declared  it  publicly,  as  far  as  it  respect- 
ed  themselves;  which  was  certainly  the  case;  but 
he  could  not  have  known  before  the  balloting  be- 
gan, that  it  would  be  adhered  to  by  a sufiicient 
number  to  prevent  the  election  of  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son; because  some  members,  whose  votes  were 
necessary  for  that  purpose,  either  had  not  formed 
the  resolution,  or  had  not  communicated  it  to  those 
With  whom  they  generally  acted,  till  the  day  when 
the  balloting  commenced.  And  this  deponent  hatli 
no  knowledge  of  aUy  letter  or  letters  being  written 
to  the  said  Aaron  Burr,  or  any  other  person,  on  the 
subject  of  this  election,  except  a letter  written  to 
him  by  this  deponent,  bearing  date  on  the  24th  day 
of  December,  1800;  of  which  a true  copy  is  here- 
unto subjoined.  This  letter  was  transmitted  by 
post,  in  the  usual  manner,  and  this  deponent  sup- 
poses that  it  was  received;  but  he  does  not  know 
the  fact,  and  has  never  heard  a word  from  the  said 
Aaron  Burr,  or  spoken  one  to  him,  on  the  subject, 
since  the  said  letter  was  written,  ibis  letter  was 
never  communicated  to  any  person  whatever,  ex- 
cept Abraham  Mott,  one  of  this  deponent’s  col- 
leagues. The  said  Aaron  Burr  has  never  inform- 
ed this  deponent,  nor  has  this  deponent  understood 
from  any  other  person,  that  he,  the  said  Aaron  Burr, 
was  apprised,  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to 
secure  iiis  election  further  than  he  might  have  in- 
ferred it  from  the  above  mentioned  letter. 

6th  Did  he  or  any  other  person,  (and  if  so,  who)? 
ever  communicate  to  you,  in  writing  or  otherwise, 
or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to  your  know- 
ledge, that  any  measures  had  been  suggested,  or 
would  be  pursued  to  insure  his  election?  When 
were  these  communications  made? 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory,  this  deponent  an- 
swereth  and  saith,  that  no  person  ever  did  communi- 
cate to  him,  in  writing  or  otherwise,  or  to  any  other 
person  or  persons,  to  his  knowledge,  that  any  mea- 
sures had  been  suggested  or  would  be  pursued  to 
secure  the  election  of  the  said  Aaron  Burr,  other 
than  the  resolution  to  vote  for  him,  as  above  men- 
tioned, in  the  answer  of  this  deponent  to  the  fifth 
interrogatory. 

7th.  Had  not  some  of  the  federal  members  of 
congress  a meeting  at  Washington,  in  the  month 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  at 
which  it  was  determined  to  support  Aaron  Burr 
for  the  presidency?  Or  if  there  was  any  meeting 
or  meetings,  to  your  knowledge,  in  respect  to  the 
ensuing  election  for  a president  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  said  bouse  of  representatives,  what  was  ad- 
vised  or  concluded  upon  to  the  best  of  your  belief? 
Was  not  David  A.  Ogden,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
attorney  at  law,  authorized  or  requested  by  you,  or 
some  other  member  or  members  of  coiigres.s,  or 
some  other  person,  and  who,  in  particular,  to  call 
upon  the  plaintiff  and  enquire  of  him? 
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1.  Wl»iit  conducl  he  would  pursue  in  respect  to  [the  city  of  New  York,  was  uuthonzed  or  requested, 

certain  cardinal  points  oi  lcderal  pulicy?  by  any  j)erson  whatever,  to  make  any  enquiries 

2,  What  CO  oprratioii  01  aid  il»e  plaintifl’ would  j from  the  jilantiff.  This  deponent  never  spoke  to 
or  would  not  afford  towards  seciirin^^  his  own  elec- 1 lii:n  or  had  any  intercourse  or  communication  witli 
tion  to  the  presidency.  Or  if  you,  or  some  other  ! him.  on  the  subject  of  the  election:  and  he,  this  de- 
person, did  not  authorize,  or  r-.-qucsl  the  said  David  1 ponent,  is  firmly  persuaded  that  no  person,  who  had 
A.  0,^den,  to  make  such  corn  minicat  on  to  the  j aiitliority  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  federal  party, 
plaii.tiffin  exact  terms,  what,  in  substance,  was  such  j or  of  any  considerable  number  of  individuals  be- 
authontv  or  re(|ucst!  Do  you  know,  or  was  you  ' Ionising-  to  it,  ever  authorized  or  requested  the 


informed,  by  the  said  D ivid  A.  Ogden,  or  other 
wise,  that  he,  or  any  other  jjerson,  had  made  the 
said  communication  to  the  ijlaiiitiii,  or  the  same  in 
substance?  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  been  in- 
formed, and  if  so.  how?  that  the  plaiiililf  declared, 
that,  as  to  the  first  question,  it  would  not  b<-  expe- 
d-eut  to  enter  into  any  explanations,  or  words  to 
that  ellect?  That,  as  to  the  second  question.  New 
York,  and  Tennessee  would  vote  for  him,  on  a 
second  ballot;  and  New  Jersey  might  be  induced 
to  do  the  same,  or  words  to  tliat  tfiect.  Did  you 
ever  coiimunicale  with  the  plaintiff,  or  he  with 


said  David  A.  Ogden  or  any  other  person,  to  make 
any  inquires  whatever  from  the  plaintiff,  on  the 
suh  jecis  mentioned  in  this  inlerrogatoiy  or  any  of 
them. 

At  one  of  the  meetings  above  mentioned,  it  was 
indeed  suggested  by  a member,  that  seme  steps 
ought  U)  be  taken,  before  Aaron  Burr  was  support- 
ed, to  ascertain  w'hat  would  probably  be  liis  con- 
duct if  elected,  on  some  great  leading  points  of 
policy;  and  that  it  would  be  proper  to  obtain  some 
stipulations  from  him,  which  might  hindhim  to  pur- 
sue such  a course  of  conduct  as  was  deemed  correct, 


yon,  on  tlie  subject?  Do  you  know  any  person  who  but  his  suggestion  received  no  support  or  counte 


did  communicate  with  him,  and  if  so,  what  did  he 
suy?  Did  you  not  receive  a letter,  or  letters,  from 
Alexaider  Hamilton,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
the  l.ite  secretary  of  tlie  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  now  deceased,  in  the  months  of  January  or 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  or 
at  some  other  time,  and  when,  respecting  the  elec- 
tion of  a president  of  the  United  States?  Did  he 
not  communicate  to  you  liiat  the  said  David  A. 
Og  ien  had  been  authorized  or  requested  to  see 
the  plaintiff,  for  the  purposes  afuresaid?  And  what, 
in  particular,  were  the  contents  of  such  letter  or 
letters  or  communication?  Do  you  know  that  any, 
and  what  measures  were  suggested  or  pursued  to 


nance  whatever:  on  the  contrary,  most  of  all  those 
who  were  considered  as  men  of  influence  in  the 
federal  party  declared  them.selvrs  decidedly  against 
it:  and  insisted  that  it  was  wholly  inconsistent  \nth 
their  principles, and  with  those  jirinciplcs  by  which 
the  federal  party  professed  to  be  governed,  to 
enter  into  any  bargain  whatever  respecting  tlieir 
votes,  or  to  support  any  candidate  on  any  other 
ground,  than  a conviction  tiiat,  of  those  fro  n whom 
the  choice  was  to  be  made,  he  was  the  fittest  person 
for  the  office.  'I’hat  they  declared  tliat,  on  this 
ground,  and  on  Ibis  alone,  they  would  give  their 
votes  for  the  said  Aaron  Burr;  whom,  moreover, 
they  would  deem  wholly  unworthy  of  their  support 


secure  the  election  of  the  said  plaintiff  as  president?  j and  of  the  office,  if  they  supposed  liim  capable  of 
And  did  the  plaintiff’ know,  or  was  he  informed  i entering  into  any  previous  stipulations  for  the  pur- 
thereof,  or  what  did  he  know,  or  of  what  was  he  pose  of  securing  Ids  election.  1 hey  furtiier  de- 
inlonned?  Had  you  any  reason  or  reasons  to  be- 1 dared  that*  they  neither  intended  to  render  them, 
lieve  that  any  of  the  states  would  relinquish  Tho-  i selves  iii  any  degree  responsible  fur  the  conduct  of 
mas  Jeft'ersou  and  vote  for  Aaron  Burr,  as  presi-  j the  said  Aaron  Burr,  in  case  he  should  be  elected; 
dent,  iu  the  said  election  in  the  saiti  house  of  re-  j nor  thought  it  consistent  with  their  own  dignity  or 
presentalives,  or  that  the  said  Aaron  Burr  calculat-  with  the  honor  of  the  federal  party,  to  take  any 
ed  on  such  relinquishment;  if  so,  which  state,  or  j part  in  his  administration,  or  in  any  manner  to 

” connect  themselves  with  it,  until  it  siiould  have 
taken  a settled  course,  substantialy  conformable  to 


states,  and  what  was  the  reason,  or  reasons,  of  that 
belief. 

To  the  seventh  interrogatory  this  deponent  an- 
swereth  and  saith,  that  there  was  a meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  house  of  representatives,  belonging 
to  the  federal  party,  at  Washington,  during  the 
session  of  congress  in  which  the  above  mentioned 
election  took  place,  and  before  the  balloting  com 
menced;  but,  precisely  at  what  time  this  deponent 
doth  not  recollect.  At  this  meeting,  all  or  nearly 
all  the  members  of  that  description  attended;  and 
the  objects  of  the  meeting  were  to  compare  senti- 
ments, and,  if  possible,  to  settle  a plan  as  to  the  ap 
pruachiiig  election  in  the  house  of  representatives. 
There  were  probably  more  meetings  than  one  of 
this  kind;  and  certainly  were  mai.y  conferences 
between  some  members.  But  at  none  of  these 
meetings  or  conferences,  as  far  as  this  deponent 
knows  and  believes,  was  any  general  determination 
made  or  expressed  to  support  Aaron  Burr  for  pre- 
sident. Far  the  greatest  part  of  those  who  attend 
ed,  and  among  the  rest,  this  deponent  and  his  col 
leagues,  Pinckney,  Rutledge  and  Nott,  declared 
themselves  in  favor  of  th.\t  measure~but  some  re- 
fused to  do  SO;  and,  in  meetings  of  that  kind  by  the 
federal  party,  the  idea  of  binding  ihe  minority  by 
the  opinion  of  the  majority,  was  always  disclaimed, 
as  far  as  this  deponent  knows  or  believes.  'Phis 
deponent  has  no  knowledge  that  David  A.  Ogden,  of 


those  principles  by  which  their  public  conduct  had 
always  been  governed:  an  event  on  which  they  did 
not  rely,  but  which  they  considered  as  much  more 
probable  under  him,  than  under  the  said  Thomas 
Jefferson;  and  this  greater  probability  was  the  sole 
ground  on  which  they  felt  it  their  duly  to  vote  for 
him  in  preference  to  the  said  I’homas  Jefferson. 

Among  those  who  urged  these  principles  the 
most  warmly,  were  Thomas  Pinckney,  John  Rut- 
ledge, Roger  Griswold,  and  James  A.  Bayard.  They 
were  also  supported  on  that  and  on  every  other 
occasion  by  this  deponent,  and  appeared  to  be  uni- 
versally adopted.  The  idea  of  any  intercourse, 
communication  or  stipulations  with  the  said  Aaron 
Burr,  was,  as  this  deponent  then  supposed,  and  now 
believes,  wholly  abandoned.  This  happened,  as 
well  as  this  deponent  now  recollects,  while  the  said 
David  A.  Ogden  was  at  Washington.  1'his  depo- 
nent  saw  that  gentleman  there,  and  sometimes  con- 
versed with  him  on  indifferent  subjects;  but  knew 
nothing  of  his  business,  and  never  spoke  to  him  re- 
specting the  election  of  president;  except  perhaps 
to  make  to  him,  in  the  course  of  conversation,  some 
of  those  general  observations  to  which  such  an 
event  always  gives  rise,  and  which  were  then  in 
every  person’s  mouth. 

This  deponent  doth  not  know,  and  hath  not 
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been  informed  that  tne  pkmdff  nade  z.\y  declare, 
tion  whatever  concerning  the  election  of  presi- 
dent, further  than  is  contained  in  a letter,  said  to 
have  been  written  by  him  to  Samuel  Smith,  then  a 
representative  from  the  state  of  Maryland,  which 
appeared  in  the  public  prints:  neither  had  this  de- 
ponent any  communication  with  ihe  plaintiti’,  nor 
the  plaintiff  with  him,  on  the  subject  of  that  elec- 
tion, further  than  as  stated  above;  nor  does  he 
know  that  any  other  person  had  such  communica- 
tion with  the  plaintiff,  further  than  having  seen, 
about  that  time,  in  the  hands  of  Josiah  Parker,  then 
a representative  from  Virginia,  a letter  to  him,  said 
to  be  from  the  plaintiff,  and  containing,  as  far  as 
this  deponent  recollects,  some  general  observa- 
tions respecting  the  election,  by  way  of  answer  to 
some  letter  from  the  said  Parker  on  that  subject: 
but  what  those  observations  were,  or  what  was 
^ their  substance  or  general  import,  this  deponent 
does  not  recollect;  from  which  circumstance  he 
believes  that  they  were  not  very  particular  or  im- 
portant. 

This  deponent  never  did  receive  any  letter  from 
the  late  general  Hamilton,  respecting  the  election 
spoken  of  in  this  interrogatory,  nor  doth  he  know 
that  any  measures,  other  than  he  hath  already  sta- 
ted,  were  suggested  or  pursued  to  secure  the  elec- 
tion of  the  plaintiff;  or  that  tlie  plaintiff  had  any 
information  on  that  subject,  further  than  this  depo- 
nent has  already  stated. 

This  deponent  had  reason  to  believe  that  the 
state  of  New  Jersey,  and  probably  those  of  Ten- 
nessee and  New  A'^ork  also,  would  probably  relin- 
quish Thomas  Jefferson  and  vote  for  Aaron  Burr 
as  president  in  the  said  election;  and  that  tlie  slate 
of  Vermont,  and  perhaps  that  of  Maryland,  would 
at  length  cease  to  be  divided,  and  would  vote  like- 
wise for  the  said  Aaron  Burr.  Whether  the  said 
Aaron  Burr  calculated  on  such  relinquishment  of 
votes  or  not,  is  a point  on  which  this  deponent 
hath  no  means  of  forming  a decided  opinion,  nor 
any  reasons  for  entertaining  a belief.  He  thinks  it 
probable,  from  his  general  view  of  the  subject,  but 
not  from  any  particular  fact,  that  tlie  said  Aaron 
Burr  had  some  expectation  of  such  relinquishment 
fm  the  part  of  a sufficient  number  of  states  to  give 
him  the  election:  and  he,  this  deponent,  is  perfectly 
confident,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  transactions 
at  that  moment,  and  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
them,  as  well  as  from  events  of  a public  nature 
which  took  place  immediately  after  the  election, 
that  it  depended  on  the  said  Aaron  Burr  himself 
to  secure  those  votes;  and  that  had  he  used,  with 
vi-gour  and  address,  the  means  which  were  cer 
tainly  in  his  power,  and  which  this  deponent  is 
firmly  persuaded  were  used  agamst  him,  he  would 
have  obtained  the  votes  of  three  more  states,  at 
least,  and,  consequently,would  have  been  president. 

As  to  this  deponent’s  reasons  for  believing  that 
some  states  would  relinquish  Thomas  Jefferson, 
and  vote  for  Aaron  Burr,  as  president,  in  the  said 
election,  which  he,  this  deponent,  is  called  on  by 
this  interrogatory  to  state;  they  were  founded  on 
general  calculations  about  the  views,  characters, 
principles,  and  probable  conduct  of  certain  indi- 
viduals, and  on  general  reports  concerning  their 
intentions  and  arrangements;  calculations  and  re 
ports  which  have  been  fully  confirmed  by  subse- 
quent and  public  events;  but  not  on  any  facts  pro- 
per to  be  given  in  evidence. 

8th.  Do  you  know  any  other  matter,  circum- 
stance,  or  thing,  which  can  be  material  to  the  de- 
fendant  in  this  cause,  if  yea,  set  the  same  forth 
fully  and  particularly. 


To  the  8th  iiitenogiiory  iliis  u-poii»-n«  uis'ver- 
Rth  and  saith,  that  he  dotli  not  know  .»ny  otlier 
matter,  circumstance,  or  thing,  which  can  be  .‘Tia- 
terial  to  the  defendant  in  this  cause,  furtl:cr  than 
he  has  stated  in  his  answers  to  the  foi-t. going  in- 
terrogatories. 

Interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  Plahitijf. 

Do  you  know  any  matter  or  thing  that  may  be 
beneficial  to  the  plaintiff  on  the  trial  of  this  cyu3er 
if  so,  declare  the  same  fully  and  at  lengu,,  m ihe 
same  manner  as  if  you  had  been  particularly  inter- 
rogated thereto. 

To  the  interrogatory  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff, 
this  deponent  answereth  and  saith,  that  he  doth 
not  know  any  matter  or  thing  that  may  be  benefi- 
cial to  the  plaintiff,  further  than  is  stated  by  iiim, 
this  deponent, in  his  answers  to  the  foregoing  inter- 
rogatories on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  def  endant. 
Copy  of  the  letter  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  anstoers. 

Wasui-xoioit,  Dec.  24,  1800. 

jyiy  Dear  Colonel — The  votes  of  Tennessee  are 
come  in,  and  divide  the  tie.  'Fhe  language  of  the 
democrats  is,  that  you  will  yield  your  pretensions 
to  their  favourite;  and  it  is  whispered  that  over- 
tures to  this  end  are  to  be,  or  are  made  to  you.  I 
advise  you  to  take  no  step  whatever,  by  which  the 
choice  of  the  house  lof  representatives  can  be  im- 
peded or  embarrassed.  Keep  the  game  perfectly 
in  your  own  hands,  but  do  not  answer  tliis  letter, 
or  any  other  that  may  be  written  to  you  by  a fede- 
ral man,  nor  write  to  any  of  that  party. 

Your  friend,  sincerely, 

(Signed)  HOST.  G.  IIATirEB. 


Public  Document.s 

Accompanying  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 

United  Stales  to  congress,  Decetnber  S,  1822. 

THE  NAVY. 

^ JK^avy  department^  JV'ov.  oOlh,  1822. 

The  president  of  the  United  States-. 

Sih:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you,  licrewitli,  sundry  papers, 
numbered  1 to  5,  inclusively,  which  contain  the  in. 
formation  desired. 

No  1.  List  of  piratical  vessels,  &c.  captured  by 
vessels  of  tlie  navy  of  the  United  Slates. 

No.  2 List  of  vessels  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  in  actual  service. 

No.  3.  List  of  vessels  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States  in  ordinary. 

No.  4.  List  of  vessels  built  and  ouilding,  under 
the  act  for  the  “gradual  increase  of  the  navy;” 
and,  also,  a general  view  of  improvements  at  the 
several  building  yards. 

No.  5.  Copies  of  correspondence  between  the 
commanders  of  our  cruising  vessels,  and  the  Spa- 
nish authorities.  All  which  is  respectfully  submit- 
ted. SMITH  THOMPSON. 

JVo.  1.  Statement  of  captures  of  piratical  vessels^  and 

boats  made  by  vessels  of  ihe  United  States*  navy  in 

the  West  Indies, 

Four  piratical  schooners,  of  about  40  tons  each, 
and  one  sloop  of  25  tons,  in  all  carrying  about  100 
men,  captured  by  lieut.  com’t.  L.  Kearney,  in  the 
United  States  brig  Enterprize,  at  Cape  Antonio, 
Island  of  Cuba,  October  16th,  1821,  in  the  act  of 
robbing  the  American  ship  Lucies,  American  brig 
Aristides,  and  English  brig  Larch;  burnt  two  of  the 
piratical  schooners;  the  other  two,  and  the  sloop, 
were  sent  into  Charleston,  S C.  and  condemned. 

Schooner  Moscow,  captured  by  captain  Robert 
Ilenly,  in  the  sloop  of  war  Horne%  Oct,  29tli,  1821, 
sent  into  Norfolk. 
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Abo.it  bden  with  goods,  captrred  by  lieutenant 
commandant  Itamage,  oil' Cape  .\ntonio,  Nov.  8th, 
1821;  took  out  the  goods,  and  destroyed  the  bout; 
crew  escaped. 

A schooner  of  about  35  tons,  captured  by  lieut. 
commandant  Kearney,  2lsi  December,  1821;  crew, 
about  25,  escaped. 

SiX  piratical  vessels  captured  by  lieut.  comman- 
dant Ramage,  Jan.  7th,  1822;  burnt  5 of  them,  and 
manned  one,  took  three  prisoners,  and  destroyed 
Iheir  d'.  pot,  Ikc.  on  tlie  coast  ol  Cuba. 

A large  barge  taken  by  gun  vessel  Revenge,  7th 
March,  1822;  she  was  deserted  by  her  crew,  and 
evidently  fitted  for  piratical  purposes. 

Three  piratical  launches  and  four  barges,  cap- 
tured by  lieut.  commandant  Kearney,  in  the  United 
States’  brig  Enterprize,  at  Cape  Antonio,  on  the 
8tii  March,  1822,  destroyed. 

Two  piratical  schooners,  captured  by  lients. 
commaiuiant.s  Perry  and  Gregory,  in  June,  1822, 
three  pirates  prisoners. 

Spanish  privateeer  Palmira,  alias  Pancheta,  cap- 
tured  by  lieut.  commandant  Gregory,  Aug.  16th, 
1822,  sent  int-j  Charleston,  S.  C. 

Five  piratical  vessels  captured  by  captain  S.  Cas- 
sin,  commanding  the  United  States’  ship  Peacock, 
on  the  28th  and  30th  Sept.  1822,  burnt  two;  found  j 
89  bags  cofiee  concealed  in  the  woods  by  the  pi-  j 
rates:  two  of  the  vessels  sent  to  New  Orleans. 

A Dutch  sloop  \yas  re  captured  from  pirates  by 
captain  John  H.  Elton,  commanding  United  States’ 
brig  Spark,  in  January,  1822,  and  the  prize  crew, 
seven  men,  were  s<jnt  into  Cliarleston,  S.  C. 

Portuguese  ship  Mariano  Faliero,  captured  by 
It.  com.  k F.  Stockton,  in  the  United  States’  schoo- 
ner Alligator,  sent  into  Boston. 

»Vo.  2. — List  of  vessels  of  the  United  States*  navy, 
noiv  in  service. 


In  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Ship  Franklin, 

74 

guns, 

Schooner  Dolphin, 

12 

« 

In  the  ^Mediterranean* 

Frigate  Constitution, 

44 

guns, 

Sloop  of  war  Ontario, 

18 

(( 

Schooner  Nonsuch, 

12 

« 

On  the  coast  of  Jfrica. 

Corvette  Cyane, 

24 

guns, 

In  the  JVesi-Indies. 

Frigate  Congress, 

36 

guns. 

Corvette  John  Adams, 

24 

Sloop  of  war  Peacock, 

18 

Brig  Spark, 

12 

Schooner  Alligator, 

12 

(( 

Grampus, 

12 

ti 

“ Shark, 

12 

(( 

“ Porpoise,* 

12 

Gun  boat  No.  158, 

1 

Sloop  of  war  Hornet,  18  guns,  preparing  for  a 
cruise  in  the  West  Indies,  at  Norfolk,  Va. 

Brig  Enterprize,  repairing  at  New-York,  for  a 
cruise  in  the  West  Indies. 

*And  on  survey  coast  Florida, 

.Vo.  3 — IJst  of  vessels  of  the  United  States*  navy,  in 
ordinary,  exclusive  of  ships  on  the  list  of  the  navy 
commissioners;  exclusive  of  list  numbered  4. 


Ship  Independence, 

74 

guns, 

Sliip  Washington 

74 

ti 

Frigate  United  States, 

44 

(( 

“ Guerriere, 

44 

« 

Java, 

44 

(( 

« Constellation* 

36 

<« 

**  Macedonian, 

36 

u 

Steam  frigate  Fulton 

30 

u 

-Sloop  of  war  Erie, 

18 

tl 

.Vo.  4. — Vessels  bniH  and  building  under  the  lant  for 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy;  -with  a general 
view  of  improvements  completed  at  the  several  build- 
ing yards. 

f"Launched  in  ordinary  at  Bos- 
ton, with  a roof  over  her,  to 
protect  her  from  the  rain, 
sun,  &c. 

Launched,  in  ordinary  at 
N.  York,  with  a roof  over  her 
to  protect  her  from  the  rain, 
sun,  &c. 

Launched,  in  ordinary,  at 
Norfolk,  and  now  covering 
with  roofs,  to  protect  them. 
At  Boston,  nearly  finished  ; 
house  over  her,  and  perfect- 
ly protected. 

At  Boston;  frame  raised;  un- 
der a house,  perfectly  pro- 
jected. 

At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  near- 
ly finished  ; under  a house, 
perfectly  protected. 

At  Norfolk,  Va.  about  half 
finished  ; house  over  her  ; 
perfectly  jirotected. 

At  Philadelphia;  keel  laid; 
frame  nearly  out;  house  now 
building  over,  and  probably 
raised  by  this  time. 
Launched,  and  hauled  up 
on  the  inclined  plane  at 
Washington,  where  she  now 
lies,  under  a house  perfectly 
protected  from  the  sun,  rain 
>c. 

At  Washington,  about  half 
finished. 

At  Philadelphia,  nearly  fin- 
ished, house  over  her;  per- 
fectly protected. 

At  New  York;  frame  get- 
ting  out,  and  nearly  ready 
to  raise. 

At  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  in  for- 
wardness; house  over  her; 
perfectly  protected. 

The  frames  of  the  other  frigates  authorized  to  be 
built,  excepting  a few  pieces  yet  to  be  delivered 
by  the  contractors,  and  nearly  all  the  other  mate- 
rials, excepting  the  iron,  are  procured,  and  placed 
in  situations  where  they  will  probably  not  sustain 
any  immediate  material  injury. 

Two  steam  battery  frames  are  securely  deposited 
under  cover  at  Washington  navy  yard. 

One  steam  battery  frame  is  securely  deposited 
under  cover  at  New  York. 

The  engines  are  put  up,  and  in  a state  of  pre- 
servation, at  New  York. 

The  building  yards  are  in  as  good  a state  as  the 
means  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  department 
would  allow;  but  to  erect  the  necessary  ware-houses, 
repair  wharves,  cover  some  of  the  vessels  now- 
building,  and  to  erect  suitable  sheds  over  the  tim- 
ber, for  its  preservation,  there  will  be  required  for 
the  year  1823,  the  sum  of  150,000  do, liars. 

General  view  of  improvements  completed  at  the  several 
building  yards  in  1821  and  1822. 

At  Norfolk — timber  dock  filled  up,  and  house 
built  over  a new  ship  of  the  line. 

At  Washington— Inclined  plane,  with  a house 
over  it;  large  warehouse;  sail  loft  and  rigging  loft* 


Columbus 


Ohio 


74  <; 


I 


Nortli  Carolina  74 
Delaware 

One 


One 


One 


One 


One 


74  1 


74 

74 

74 


Potomac 


44  <( 


One 

One 

One 

One 


44 

44 

44 

44 
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At  Philadelphia — Foundation  of  a new  ship  laid; 
bouse  built  over  a frigate,  and  house  now  raising 
over  a ship  of  the  line. 

At  New  York  -Foundation  of  a new  ship  laid; 
house  built  over  a frigate;  low  ground  filled  up  to 
an  extent  to  afford  sufficient  room  to  work  on. 

At  Boston — Foundation  of  a new  ship  laid;  a 
house  built  over  a ship  of  the  line;  a blacksmith’s 
shop  erected;  the  timber  dock  piled  and  improved; 
cover  placed  over  the  frame  of  a 44;  about  two 
acres  of  ground  levelled. 

At  Portsmouth,  N.  H. — Foundation  of  a new  fri- 
gate laid,  and  a house  erected  over  it. 

[No.  5,  embraces  a correspondence  of  some  length 
between  captain  Biddle  and  general  Mahy^  and  be- 
tween captain  Spence  and  the  governor  of  Porto 
ilico,  and  a few  letters  from  our  naval  commanders 
to  the  navy  department,  giving  an  account  of  things 
which  are  already  pretty  generally  known  to  the 
public.] 

comptrollee’s  statement. 

Treasury  i)epartj«:ent. 
Comptroller's  Office^  2Qih.  JSTov.  1822. 
The  president  of  the  United  States: 

Sin:  I had  heretofore  tae  honor  to  inform  you 
that  your  letter,  dated  the  20th  of  Sept,  last,  ad- 
dressed to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  had  been 
referred  to  me. 

In  your  letter,  you  request  “that  the  proper  offi- 
cers might  be  directed  to  prepare  and  furnish  a 
statement  of  the  accounts  unsettled  on  the  4th  of 
Marcli,  181f,  the  amount  since  settled,  and  the 
amount  then  remaining  unsettled:  distinguishing 
the  several  departments,  civil,  military,  and  naval, 
8(.c.  from  each  other,  with  the  proper  classification 
in  reference  to  the  several  appropriations.” 

In  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  object  contem- 
plated in  your  letter,  I addressed  letters  to  the  re- 
gister of  the  treasury,  and  to  the  second,  third,  and 
fourth  auditors,  being  the  officers  from  whom  the 
information  you  requested,  was  to  be  obtained;  and 
have  recently  received  reports  from  each  of 
them,  which  I herewith  transmit,  together  with  a 
general  or  consolidated  statement  of  the  whole  of 
the  accounts  contained  in  the  several  reports;  which 
you  will  perceive  comprehends  not  only  the  ac- 
counts unsettled  on  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  the 
amount  since  settled,  and  the  amount  now  remaining 
unsettled,  but  also  the  amount  of  moneys  drawn 
from  the  treasury  between  the  4th  of  March 
1817,  and  the  30th  of  September,  1822;  the  amount 
of  those  moneys  settled  for  between  those  days,  and 
the  amount  remaining  unsettled  on  the  last  men- 
tioned day;  and  I have  annexed  to  the  general  re- 
port explanatory  remarks. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

.103.  ANDERSON,  Comptroller, 
State^ient,  exhibiting  the  amount  of  accounts  in 
the  several  departments,  say  treasury,  war  and 
navy,  arising  out  of  appropriations  made  by  acts 
of  congres.s,  unsettled  on  the  3d  of  March,  1817; 
t!ie  •.unount  of  those  accounts  settled  between  the 
4tli  nf  March,  1817,  and  the  30th  of  September, 
1822;  the  amount  of  the  unsettled  accounts  on 
the  3d  March,  1817,  remaining  unsettled  on  the 
30ih  September,  1822;  the  amount  of  moneys 
<lrawn  fVom  the  treasury,  between  the  4th  March, 
1817,  and  the  30th  September,  1822;  the  amount 
oftiiose  moneys  accounted  for  or  settled  between 
iliose  days;  tlse  amount  of  those  moneys  remain- 
ing unaccounted  for,  or  unsettled,  on  the  30th 
September,  1822;  the  total  amount  of  accounts 
unsettled  on  t!ie  last  mentioned  day. 
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(aj  This  includes  the  sum  of  <5197,283,  tran.sfer- 
red  from  the  books  of  the  register  of  the  trea- 
sury. 

( bj  This  includes  the  sum  of  ^411,129  69,  trans- 
ferred from  the  books  of  the  register  of  the 
treasury. 

C c)  This  includes  nearly  ^200, 000  transferred 
from  the  books  of  the  register  of  the  treasury. 
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These  balances  were  originally  brought  on  the 
books  of  he  register  ot  iIk;  treasury,  from  the  books 
of  the  war  and  navy  departments,  for  the  purpose 
of  instituiing  suit,  at  a time  when,  by  law,  only  the 
certificate  ot  the  register,  verified  by  the  secreta- 
ry ot  the  treasury,  could  be  received  in  court  as  evi- 
dence of  the  dent;  but  as  the  act  of  3d  March,  1817, 
for  the  prompt  settlement  ot  public  accounts,  made 
the  certificate  of  the  several  auditors  ot  the  same 
validity  with  those  of  tlie  register,  it  was  concluded 
to  re  transfer  tfioce  balances  to  the  departments, 
respectively,  from  which  they  were  originally  trans- 
ferred; more  pariicularly  as  some  of  the  parties 
were  still  in  service,  and  had  farther  accounts  to 
settle  in  those  departments. 

flxpJanatorrj  remarks  respectuig  the  situation  of  the 

accounts  unsettled  on  the  30th  September,  1322;  of 

the  balance  ~.vhich  remained  unsettled  on  the  3d  of 

March,  1817. 

(1)  Register  of  the  treasury,  ^336,917  80,  1'his 
consists  oi  nearly  three  hundred  personal  accounts, 
which  have  been  accumulating  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  governuient;  partly  of  advances,  in  re- 
lation to  which  no  accounts  and  vouchers  have 
been  rendered;  and  partly  of  balances,  found  due 
on  settlements;  authenticated  transcripts  of  which 
advances  and  balances  have,  in  nearly  all  those 
cases,  been  furnished,  and  suits  instituted.  I he 
pp.T  iicular  situation  of  each  of  those  accounts,  com- 
posing  tl’.e  above  sum,  will  appear  in  the  list  which 
is  in  a slate  of  preparation  for  the  purpose  of  being 
laid  bv  fore  congress  at  the  approaching  session, 
conformably  to  law;  except  in  those  ca.ses  wdiere 
the  parties  liave  been  heretofore  reported  as  in- 
solvent, so  as  no  longer  to  be  required  to  be  re- 
ported in  those  lists. 

(2.)  Second  auditor,  g321,598  74.  This  arises 
from  advances  made  to  officers  and  contractors, 
bet«  een  the  8th  May,  1816,  and  3d  of  March,  1817, 
nearly  all  whose  accounts  have  been  reported  to 
the  agent  of  the  treasury  for  suit.  The  particular 
state  of  e?ch  case  will  appear  in  the  list  required 
by  law  to  be  laid  before  congress  annually,  which 
list  is  in  a stale  of  preparation. 

(3)  Third  Auditor,  §4,367,694  21.  This  sum  is 
composed  of  more  than  two  thousand  personal  ac- 
counts, and  includes  charges  on  the  books  of  the 
late  accountant  of  the  w'ar  department,  from  the 
lime  of  its  establishment  in  1792.  The  principal 
part  of  it,  however,  consists  of  advances  made  dur- 
ing, and  shortly  antecedent  to,  the  late  war,  which 
are  generally  of  the  following  description,  viz: 

1st.  Of  accounts  settled,  on  which  balances  ap- 
pear to  be  due  to  the  United  States. 

2d.  Of  debits  for  money  advanced,  for  which  no 
accounts  or  vouchers  have  been  rendered. 

3d.  Of  debits  for  moneys  advanced  for  which  ir- 
regular accounts,  or  accounts  only  in  part,  have 
been  exhibited,  in  some  cases  requiring  legislative 
interference,  and  in  others  additional  vouchers 
ami  explanations. 

As  to  the  two  first  mentioned  cases,  it  is  to  be 
stated,  that  suits  generally  have  been  instituted; 
and,  as  to  the  last,  that  every  exertion  has  been 
made,  and  is  making,  to  effect  settlements.  The 
list  of  accounts  unsettled  more  than  three  years, 
required  by  law  to  be  laid  before  congress  annu- 
ally, and  which  is  in  a state  of  preparation,  will 
shew  the  particulars  in  each  individual  case. 

(4)  Fourth  Auditor,  §4,367,269  10.  This  con- 
sists of  balances  which  have  been  accumulating 
since  the  first  establishment  of  the  navy  depart- 
ment, in  1798,  and  which  are  due  from  persons  not 
now  in  service,  and  of  whose  place  of  residence, 


or  of  whose  solvency  or  insolvency,  nothing  is 
known.  In  some  cases,  confused  and  inform;d  ac- 
counts have  been  rendered  by  persons  indebted, 
to  a very  large  amount;  in  others  the  parties  have 
been  either  lost  at  sea,  or  killed  in  action,  and  no 
accounts  whatever  rendered.  A considerable  part, 
also,  consists  of  sums  advanced  to  prize  agents  who 
have  renderetl  no  accounts  for  settlement.  'ITan- 
scnpls  to  a large  amount  have  been  made  out,  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  of  the  treasury, 
for  the  purpose  of  instituting  suits;  and  furtlier 
transcripts,  in  those  cases  requiring  suits  to  be  in- 
stituted, will  be  made  out  as  early  as  practicable, 
and  continued  until  the  whole  be  completed. 
FxpUinutory  remarks  respecting  the  siuiulioii  of  ac- 
counts remaining  nnseitled  to  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1822,  of  the  moneys  draivn  from  the  treustiry 
bet-ween  the  4//i  of  -March,  1817,  and  the  said  30th 
of  September,  1822. 

(5)  Register  of  the  Treasury,  §8,809,186  76. 
This  is  composed  of  advances  on  account  of  ap- 
propriations drawn  out  of  the  treasury,  under  re- 
quisitions of  the  department  of  state;  and  of  ad- 
vances to  the  several  officers  and  agents  of  the  go- 
vernment, whose  accounts,  generally,  arc  settled 
quarter  yearly,  and  includes  tlie  advances  to  the 
presidents  of  banks,  acting  as  commissioners  of 
loans,  on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  public  debt,  v/hich  advances  alone  constitute 
about  §6,100,000  of  the  above  sum. 

Of  this  sum  of  §6.100,000,  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained that  payments  were  actually  made  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt,  (exclusive  of  the  pay- 
ments made  at  the  branch  bank  of  the  U.  States  at 
Washington,)  anterior  to  the  30th  of  September, 
1822,  on  tlie  dividends  for  the  quarters  ending  the 
31st  December,  1821,  3 1st  March,  and  30th  June, 
1822,  to  the  amount  of  the  following  sum;  credits 
for  which  could  not,  according  to  the  regular 
course  of  seitlements,  be  given  until  after  the  30th 
September,  1822,  §4,441,499  35 

That  i*  includes  advances  to  the 
branch  bank  of  the  U.  States  at 
Washington,  for  paying  treasury 
dividends;  and  the  dividends  re- 
turned to  the  treasury  as  un- 
claimed, by  the  several  loan  offi- 
ces, to  the  amount  of  120,789  13 

That  it  includes  advances  to  tiie  se- 
veral loan  officers  in  the  month 
of  September,  to  meet  the  divi- 
dends for  the  quarter  ending  on 
that  day;  the  payments  on  which 
commenced  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, and  will  contimie  at  the  loan 
offices  until  the  30th  of  June, 

1823,  to  the  amount  of  1,389^220  19 

And  that  the  balance  consists  of 
moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  difier- 
ent  loan  officers  to  meet  the  di- 
vidends  lor  tlie  quarters  ending 
the  31st  March  and  30th  of  June, 

1822,  remaining  unpaid,  and  still 
demandable  at  their  offices,  148,491  33 


§6  100,000  00 

(6)  Second  Auditor  ,^2,\09, 377  69.  The  greater 
part  of  this  consists  of  accounts  in  regular  course 
of  settlement,  and  of  advances  made  to  paymasters, 
and  others,  of  the  army.  The  residue  consists  of 
balances  found  due  on  settlements,  for  the  reco- 
very of  which,  suits  have  been  ordered,  and  other 
measures  taken. 
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(7)  Third  Auditor,  91.  The  greater 

part  of  this  is  composed  of  accounts  in  regular 
course  of  settlement,  and  which  may  be  classed 
under  the  following  heads,  viz: 

1st.  Accounts  for  advances  to  regular  disbursing 
officers  of  the  \Var  department,  (including  those  to 
the  agents  for  paying  pensions,  which  alone  con- 
stitute more  than  two  millions  of  this  balance,) 
whose  vouchers  are  rendered  quarter  yearly. 

2d.  Accounts  for  advances  to  states  on  account 
of  disbursements  during  the  late  war,  the  vouchers 
for  which  have  generally  been  rendered  and  exa- 
mined; but  the  final  settlements  have  been  de- 
layed for  the  production  of  further  documents  and 
explanations. 

3d  Balances  ascertained  on  actual  settlements, 
and  advances  for  which  no  accounts  have  been  ren- 
dered; for  the  recovery  of  which  balances  and  ad- 
vances, suits  have  generally  been  instituted,  or 
measures  taken. 

(8)  Fourth  Auditor,  §4, 598, 632  48.  For  the 
greater  part  of  this,  accounts  and  vouchers  have 
been  rendered,  and  are  in  a train  of  settlement. 
A part  of  it  consists  of  advances  on  account  of  con 
tracts  for  supplies,  which  contracts  are  not  yet 
completed,  and  of  advances  to  pursers,  and  other 
officers,  who  are  now,  and  have  been,  at  sea,  for 
several  years;  and,  consequently,  have  not  ren- 
dered their  accounts  for  settlement. 


Seventeenth  Congress — Sncl  session. 

IK  THU  SENATE. 

December  27.  No  matter  of  importance  was  de 
cided  this  day — the  bill  to  allow  a draw. back  on 
the  exportation  of  cordage  manufactured  from 
foreign  hemp,  was,  after  some  debate,  laid  on  the 
table. 

December  30.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  appeared 
to  day  and  took  his  seat. 

Mv.  John  Tor/^or,  a senator  from  Virginia,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  resigned,  also  appeared, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to  day  and  refer- 
red,  was  one  by  Mr.  Rodney,  from  the  Delaware 
and  Chesapeake  canal  company,  praying  the  aid  of 
the  general  government. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  subscription  on 
behalf  of  the  government  of  the  United  States^  of  a certain  por- 
tion of  the  stock  of  the  Ohio,  as  well  as  of  the  Delaware  and 
Chesapeake  canal  companies,  or  of  any  other  company  which  has 
been  incorporated  within  the  United  States  for  the  improvement 
of  internal  commerce  and  navigation. 

A bit!  was  reported  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

Considerable  time  was  spent,  in  a committee  of 
the  whole,  on  the  bill  to  allow  a draw  back  on  the 
exportation  of  cordage,  manufactured  from  import 
ed  hemp,  which  subject  was  introduced  by  .Mr. 
D*WoIf.  A debate  of  three  hours  took  place. — 
Mr.  Talbot  proposed  to  extend  a like  drawback,  or 
bounty,  on  cordage  made  of  domestic  hemp — but 
his  proposition  was  not  accepted — for  it  15,  against 
it  28.  The  senate  adjourned  without  coming  to 
any  thing  decisive  on  this  subject. 

December  31.  After  disposing  of  the  usual  mi- 
nor business,  the  senate  took  up  the  bill  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  repairs  of  the  Cumber- 
land road.  Much  variety  of  opinion  existed  as  Vo 
the  amount  with  which  the  blank  should  be  filled — 
and  the  bill  was  postponed  until  Tuesday,  to  which 
day  the  senate  adjourned. 


HOCKR  OF  nKPIlKSF,NTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  24.  When  petitions  were  called 
for—  ^ 

Mr.  Dioight  said  he  was  requested  to  present 
the  memorial  of  William  i hornton,  Walt  r Jones, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty  other  resp -ctable  citi- 
zens of  the  district  of  Columbia,  in  behalf  of  the 
Greeks.  Whatever  doubts  this  house  might  enter- 
tain in  regard  to  the  specific  appropriation  prayed 
for  by  the  memorial  in  behalf  of  this  interesting 
and  unfortunate  people— doubts  which  hi  fidt  him- 
self  constrained  to  say  he  entertained  not  less  spar- 
ingly than  any  gentleman  upon  the  floor;  he  felt, 
assured  that  they  would  all  concur  in  the  opinion 
that  the  sentiments  of  the  memorialists  were  not 
less  honorable  to  them  tiian  accordant  to  the  spirit 
of  this  nation  Indeed,  he  was  quite  sure  he  did 
not  exaggerate,  when  he  asserted  that  there  was  a 
sympathy , deep  and  universal,  throughout  t he  coun- 
try,  in  behalf  of  this  oppressed  and  injured  nation. 
The  memorialists,  in  reply  to  the  charge  of  enthu- 
siasm in  relation  to  a remote  and  feeble  people 
struggling  for  liberty  against  the  power  of  the  Ot- 
toman empire,  would  have  a right  to  call  upon  the 
house  to  recollect,  that  not  half  a century  had 
elapsed  since  a less  numerous,  though  more  en- 
lightened people,  had  successfully  made  war  upon 
the  most  powerful  nation  on  earth;  and  that  too,  for 
evils,  which,  compared  to  the  massacre  of  Chios 
and  the  tyranny  of  those  inhuman  masters,  were 
easily  to  be  borne.  Nor,  sir,  will  the  house  need 
to  be  reminded,  tliat  not  half  a dozen  years  have 
elapsed  since  the  intrepid  and  eloq  u nt  advoc.tte  of 
South  American  independence,  stood  in  a small  mi- 
nority upon  this  floor,  and  upon  a question  too, 
which,  at  the  last  session,  was  carried  in  this  house 
by  acclamation.  Inde  ed,  but  yesterday  we  were 
told  that  the  recognition  of  South  American  inde- 
pendence was  no  longer  opposed  by  the  British  go- 
vernment, because  it  can  no  longer  be  resisted. — 
Regard  to  the  just  interests  of  our  own  country, 
perhaps,  ought  to  prevent  our  making  the  appro- 
priation prayed  for,  but  no  considerations  of  deli- 
cacy or  propriety  could  deter  the  memorialists  from 
the  expre.ssions  of  feeling  in  behalf  of  the  Gr'  eks 
against  a nation  with  whom  we  have  never  had  ne- 
gociation,  or  truce,  or  treaty.  The  house  would 
view,  wilh  an  interest  pn'portioned  to  the  impor- 
tanceoftheques»^ion,that,shouldlibe'.  ty  benow  una- 
ble to  maintain  herself  in  Greece,  the  country  of  her 
earliest  temples  and  longest  worship,  she  would 
cease  to  have  a footing  on  either  of  the  three  con- 
tinents, or  an  existence  in  the  governments  of  six 
hundred  millions  of  people.  He  did  not  mean,  by 
the  remarks  he  had  made,  to  commit  himself  to 
any  ulterior  measures  upon  the  subject;  but  he 
thought  it  his  duty  not  to  refuse  an  application 
from  so  respectable  a source,  and  particularly  from 
a portion  of  our  citizens  who  are  unrepresented 
upon  this  floor.  For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the 
opinion  of  the  house  as  to  the  destination  of  the 
memorial,  he  would  now  move  that  it  be  read,  and 
he  hoped  that  some  gentleman  of  more  experience 
than  himself  would  move  for  it  such  reference  as 
the  house  might  think  proper  to  give  it. 

[The  memorial  which  Mr.  D.  here  presented  is 
signed  by  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  citizens  of 
Washington  and  Georgetown,  praying  of  congress 
“to  appropriate  two  or  three  millions,  in  provisions, 
and  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  the  Greeks,  as 
an  easy  and  honorable  mode  of  acknowledging  the 
aid,  bounty,  and  obligation  received  from  France  in 
like  circumstances.”] 

The  memorial  w'as  read;  when, 
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Afu  r E me  reiTiiirks  from  s<r\erR»  members,  the 
memorial  was  laid  on  tlie  table,  as  mentioned  in  our 
last  and.  at  the  close  of  this  day’s  sitting,  the  house 
adjourned  to  Friday. 

Friday,  Dec.  27.  }Av.McLane,  from  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  reported  a bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  Babbet,  proposing  to  release  the  duties 
on  certain  goods  destroyed  by  a violent  storm  at  Pro 
vidence,  in  1815.  After  some  debate,  the  bill  was 
refer! ed  to  a committee  of  the  wliole-— 

On  •'■lolion  of  .Mr.  fVillimns,  of  N.  d.  it  was 

Retolved  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  instructed 
to  inquire  iuto  the  expediency  ol  allowing  to  the  olfioers  ol  the  ar- 
my a saiar}’,  or  stated  sum  of  mouey,  per  year,  instead  of  pay  and 
emoluments,  as  now  allowed  by  law. 

Op  niot:on  ol  I.-.  Coy,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  claims  be  instructed  to*report 
a bill,  in  addition  to  tlie  act  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  public 
accounts,  and  for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  of  perjury. 

r ,!V.  Coy  Slated  his  object  to  be,  to  get  before 
the  house  again  a bill  which  was  before  congress  at 
a former  session,  but  was  not  acted  upon  tor  want 
of  time.] 

Mr.  tf'alworih  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolveti'  That  the  committee  on  revisal  and  unfinished  busi- 
ness, be  instruttfd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  and 
fonti'ii^tng  in  lorce,  for  a further  time,  the  acts  of  the  7ib  of  April, 
1798,  and  of  the  24th  of  Felnoary,  18 :0,  which  provide  for  the  re- 
lief o'  the  relugtts  from  the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  No- 
va Scotia,  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  »f  congress,  of  the  23rd  of 
April,  178  >,  and  the  13th  ot  April,  178.S. 

Alter  s.-me  remarks,  tiie  house  refused  to  consi 
cler  the  lesolution— 59  to  45. 

?.Ir.  JSTehon,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  following 
resoliitiun"  of  the  legislature  of  Maryland: 

liy  the  house  of  delegates,  December  I3f/j,  1822 

"Whereas,  the  great  national  road  leading  from 
Curobeiland  to  "Wheeling,  which  is  of  such  incalcu- 
lable  advantage  in  tacilitating  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  western  states,  and  which 
was  constructed  at  a great  e.xpense,  has  already 
sufi'ered  from  the  want  of  that  regular  superinten- 
dence, and  of  those  repair.s,  which  are  necessary  to 
the  preservation  of  sucli  a work;  therefore, 

Jiesolved,  by  the  general  assembly  of  Maryland, 
That  the  senators  and  representatives  of  this  state, 
in  congress,  be  requested  to  nse  their  best  exer- 
tions to  procure  tlie  immediate  passage  of  a law, 
by  congress,  making  a sufficient  appropriation  to 
repair  the  great  national  road  leading  from  Cum. 
bei  land  to  Wheeling 

Resolved,  That  the  governor  be,  and  he  is,  here 
by,  requested  to  cause  a copy  of  this  resolution  to 
be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives of  this  state  in  coi.gress.  Bv  order: 
JOHN  BREW f/R.  Clerk. 

The  Speaker  presented  a letter  addressed  to  him 
by  Edwin  Lewis,  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  making 
certain  charges  against  the  hon.  Charles  Tait, 
judge  of  the  United  States  for  that  district. 

Mr.  Jlloore,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  refer  the  letter 
and  documents  to  the  judiciary  committee. 

On  this  motion,  a desultory  but  not  long  debate 
ensued,  which  ended  in  the  papers  being  sent  to 
the  judiciary  committee,  with  instruction  to  exa- 
mine them,  and  report  their  opinion  on  them. 

The  following  is  the  letter  of  Mr.  Lewis  above 
referred  to — 

labile,  Js'ov  2d,  1822. 

The  hon.  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

SiH— I enclose  several  charges  against  judge 
Tait,  which  I wish  you  to  lay  before  congress,  to- 
gether with  the  enclosed  documents.  If  Judge 
Tait  is  sustained  in  his  tyrannical  conduct  towards 
TOC,  as  an  American  citizen,  and  in  his  mock  pro- 
ceedings in  the  African  siave  cases,  I shall  no  Ion 
ger  boast  of  being  a free  citizen  of  a free  country;  ( 


and  I believe,  from  a fair  impartial  view  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs, 
English,  for  importing  slaves  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  congress,  as  well  as  in  the  cases  of  three  ves- 
SL'ls  captured  witii  African  slaves,  that  no  one  will 
likely  again  attempt  to  prosecute,  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  made  with  a view  to  prohibit 
the  slave  trade;  as  the  parties  who  have  hereto- 
fore approached  the  court  have  had  no  success, 
but  have  been  subject  to  every  obstacle,  vexation, 
delay,  and  disgusting  mockery.  And  the  secret 
reason  that  judge  Tait  refused  me  to  be  sworn  in 
■ as  an  attorney  was,  ne  doubt,  owing  to  my  having 
! expressed  opinions  opposed  to  the  proceL-dings  of 
the  attorney  for  the  United  Stales.  In  fact,  sir, 

I what  apology  is  there  for  all  this  delay,  when  the 
records  prove,  by  the  very  claims  of  the  parties 
filed,  that  the  most  aggravated  cases  of  violations 
had  actually  been  committed.^  Do  not  the  claim- 
ants, Messrs.  , of  Havana,  whose  names  are 

made  use  of,*  assert  that  they  did  ship,  in  and  upon 
the  American  schooner  Constitution,  eighty-four 
African  slaves.  Sec.?  Is  not  this,  sir,  equal  to  a plea 
of  guilty  of  the  facts  alleged.^  Why  postpone  the 
case  at  all,  in  the  first  instance.^  And  why  now  stay 
the  execution  on  the  judgment,  and  order  of  con- 
demnation on  bonds,  for  in  each  casei*  The 

appeal  to  the  supreme  court  was  not  carried  up  to 
the  last  term:  whether  it  will  be  carried  up  to  next 
term,  or  ever,  is  a very  doubtful  case  with  me. 
Thus,  we  see  property,  worth  more  than  §100,000, 
at  the  time  of  capture,  yet  unsettled,  and  a great 
part  of  it  totally  lost.  And,  in  the  prosecution  of 
English,  the  proof  was  most  positive.  But  what 
can  justify  the  keeping  the  witnesses  tending 
court,  riding  hundreds  of  miles,  court  after  court, 
at  the  expense  of  government.'*  Why  not  discharge 
the  witnesses.^  I acknowledge  the  insulting  indig- 
nity offered  to  me  by  judge  Tait  is  irreconcilable 
to  my  feelings,  and  highly  aggravated,  w’heii  I aili 
so  well  convinced  it  was  to  favor  the  importers  of 
slaves,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  congress,  as  I 
defy  judge  Fait,  and  all  the  world,  to  bring  any 
charge  against  me  to  be  tried  by  a tribunal  that 
would  disqualify  me.  This,  judge  Tait  wa.s  well 
aw’are  of;  or  he  vvouid  never  have  ventured  this 
act  of  tyranny  at  the  hazard  of  his  reputation,  if 
any  other  means  had  existed.  I will  add,  sir,  that, 
if  judge  Tait  is  to  be  sustained  in  this  conduct,  £ 
have  no  hesitation  in  asking,  v/hat  avail  are  all  the 
laws  of  congress  against  the  slave  trade,  without 
an  efficient  judiciary,  without  a judge,  and  orficer.s 
of  the  court,  who  will  execute  the  laws'* 

With  great  regard,  &c.  your  very  obed’t  servant, 

E.  LEWIS. 

After  the  house  had  agreed  to  refer  the  matter 
to  the  committee  on  the  judiciary — 

The  Speaker  rose  and  said,  that,  in  regard  to 
these  papers,  whatever  might  be  his  personal  feel- 
ing, he  did  not  think  that  he  had  a right  to  forbear 
laying  them  before  the  hou«e.  He  had  sometimes 
felt  hesitation  in  laying  before  this  house  papers 
forwarded  to  him  as  speaker;  and  in  cases  where 
the  matter  contained  in  them  was  obviously  libel- 
lous, he  had  forborne.  But  a charge  of  the  nature 
of  this,  though  it  may,  as  he  trusted  it  would,  turn 
out  to  be  utterly  libellous,  might  be  otherwise,  and 
the  speaker  thought  he  had  not  the  right  to  with- 
hold  the  papers  from  the  house. 

Monday,  Dec.  30.  Among  the  petitions  pre- 
sented this  day — 


* The  slaves  actually  belonged  to  American  citi- 
zens, several  of  whom  I could  name. 
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Mr.  Forward  and  Mr  Stewart  presented  two 
from  sundry  inhabitants  ot  the  state  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, prayini^  for  the  aid  of  congress  in  opening  a 
water  communication  between  tiie  head  waters  of 
the  rivers  Potomac  and  Ohio 

After  some  debate  on  the  subject  generally,  the 
following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Rankin,  was 
agreed  to  — 

Resolved,  That  the  coTimittee  of  ways  and  means  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  ttie  expediency  of  maltini?  an  appropriation  ade- 
quate to  the  purchase  of  the  reservations  made  in  favor  of  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians  within  the  territory  ceded  to  Geor 
gia. 

The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Cannon,  on  the 
11th  uit.  (see  page  239),  were  all  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
documents: 

A letter  from  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury, 
transmitting  a list  of  acoounts,  wnich  have  remain- 
ed unsettled  for  three  years  prior  to  tlie  30tb  of 
September,  1822;  a list  of  such  officers  as  hav 
failed  to  settle  their  accounts  within  the  year,  or 
have  balances  unaccounted  for,  advanced  one  year 
prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1822;  and  an  ao 
stract  of  moneys  prior  to  the  3d  of  March,  1809 
on  the  books  of  the  late  accountant  of  the  war  de 
partment,  and  which  have  remained  to  be  account 
ed  for  on  the  books  of  the  3d  auditor  of  the  treasu- 
ry, on  the  30th  of  September,  1822. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  bill  to  confirm 
certain  claims  to  lots  in  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  was  lost.  This  bill  was  resisted  on 
principles,  and  finally  re  jected  by  striking 
out  the  first  section — 59  to  57,  being  ail  the  mem 
bers  present. 

Mr.  Inq;ham,  of  Pennsylvania,  is  appointed  by  the 
Speaker,  a member  of  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  in  place  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  resigned. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  31.  Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  naval 
committee,  reported  a bill  allowing  ^150  per  an 
nuro,  each,  for  five  years,  to  the  mother  and  sister 
of  the  late  VVm.  H Allen,  deceased;  which  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  United 
States’  Naval  Fraternal  association,  reported  the 
same  with  sundry  amendments. 

?dr.  Mitchell,  of  S.  C.  after  speaking  of  the  mor 
tality  that  had  lately  prevailed  on  board  of  several 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  offered  the  following 
resolution  — 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  directed  to  inform 
this  house,  how  many  surgeons  and  surgeon’s  mates  are  on  duty, 
and  where;  what  are  the  annual  receipts  of  each,  and,  when  ad- 
ditional pay  is  received  for  extra  service,  what  is  the  nature  and 
extent  of  such  service. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hill  submitted  for  consideration  the  follow 
ing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  present  state  of  the  trade  and  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  the  island  ot  Hayti,and  report  what  measures 
would  be  necessary  to  improve  the  commerce  between  those  coun- 
tries. 

Mr.  H.  having  made  a few  observations,  the  re 
solution  was  agreed  to  without  debate. 

Several  other  resolutions  were  submitted,  which 
will  be  sufiiciently  noticed  ht  reafter. 

A motion  prevailed  to  re  consider  the  bill  relating 
to  the  claims  to  certain  lots  in  the  village  of  Peoria; 
and,  after  much  debate,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading.  The  house  then  adjourned  to  Thurs 
day. 

TnURSDAY’s  PROCBEUINGS  - JAir.  2, 1823. 

The  senate  did  not  sit  this  day. 


In  the  hotise  of  represeniutiues,  the  bill  to  continue 
the  present  mode  of  supplying  the  ar  ny  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  passed  Sundry  propositions  were 
suhmiued,  among  them  one  by  Mr  IVoodson, 
bracing  an  extensive  system  of  inu  rual  nnprove 
rnent  by  canals,  which  shall  lie  noticed  in  our  next. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  U.  S.  ship  John  Adams  had  left  Vera  Cruz  for 
Tampico,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Mr.  Poinsett 
on  board  She  had  on  board  40U,OU’J  dollars,  and 
expected  to  receive  300,000  more  at  Tampico. 

Baltimore.  On  Wednesday  last  an  elfctioa  was 
held  in  the  city  and  county  of  B.  Itimoie  to  mpplv 
tlie  place  of  general  S.  Smith,  in  the  \7x'  • and  iBt'h 
congresses  of  the  United  States.  'I’he  result  was 
as  follows; 

City.  County.  Total. 

For  major  Isaac  MrKim,  2067  588  2655 

geii.  Will.  H.  Winder  2400  176  2576 

John  Barney,  esq.  1430  388  1818 

Majority  for  Mr.  McKim  79.  In  one  of  tlie  wards, 
however,  the  U,  S.  gairison  at  Fort  .McHenry  gave 
49  votes  for  Mr.  Winder  and  6 for  Mr  Barney.  A 
special  return  was  made  of  these,  and  tliey  are  not 
included  in  the  above;  but,  if  included,  Mr.  McKim 
would  still  have  a majority  f 30. 

Vi- yt7ua.  John  I’aylor,  (of  Caroline),  is  elected 
a senator  of  the  United  Stales,  from  tins  state,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  appointed  governor  and 
.esigned  The  vote.s  were— for  Mr.  laylor  111; 
II  Si,  Qeo.  Pucker  81;  Jolin  Tyler  22. 

Died,  lately  at  Philadelphia,  Dr.  Michael  Leib,  for 
many  years  a leading  political  churacier  in  Pciin. 
sylvania;  and  on  the  oOlh  inst.  .Mr.  .lohn  Mellish,  the 
celebrated  geographer,  in  the  56th  year  of  his  age. 

Gennessee  Jlour,  brought  to  New  York  by  the 
Erie  canal,  bears  a price  of  o7k  cents  per  barrel 
above  any  other  kind  quoted,  because  of  its  supe- 
rior whiteness. 

A great  dealer.  According  to  tlie  confession  of 
riiomas  Davis,  who  was  lately  e.xecuted  in  Alaba- 
ma for  counterfeiting,  he  had  been  38  years  eng.ig- 
ed  in  that  business,  Curing  which  time  he  had  made 
600,000  to  1,000,000  of  dollars. 

Paupers.  It  is  stated  in  the  Philadelphia  papers, 
that  there  areaboui  fourteen  /mnr/red  persoms  in  the 
Philadelphia  alms  house.  A proposed  to  introduce 
the  discipline  mid  into  that  establishment,  is  said 
to  be  under  consideration. 

A live  hog  was  lately  received  at  New  York  from 
Troy,  that  weighed  14651bs. 

VVolves.  Three  ol  those  animals  were  lately  kil- 
led by  a hunting  party  near  Wilksbarre,  Pen. 

Massachusetts  clergy.  In  the  year  773,  there 
were  57  settled  ministers  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
three  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz:  Joseph  Dana, 
D.  D of  Ispwich,  Manasseh  Cutter,  L.  L D.  of 
Hamilton,  and  rev.  Daniel  Fuller,  oi  Glouc.-ster.— 
The  number  is  now  67,  an  increase  of  only  10  in 
49  years.  In  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  not  one  novv  re- 
mains who  was  in  the  ministry  at  he  iirst  men- 
tioned  lime.  In  Middlesex,  H nry  Cummins,  D.  D. 
of  Billerica.  In  Worcester,  Joseph  Sumner,  1).  D. 
of  Shrewsbury,  and  rev.  John  Cushing,  of  Ashburn- 
ham.  In  the  whole  state  of  Maine  but  one — rev. 
Samuel  Eaton,  of  Harpswell.  Of  nearly  400  set- 
tled ministers  in  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  in  the 
year  1773,  but  seven  remain  as  settled  ministers  of 
, the  same  churches  of  which  they  were  the  pastors 
at  that  time. 


PRIIfTED  BY  WILLIAM  OGBRJI  RIEB9,  AT  TH*  FnAXKT.I!f  TRESS,  WATKR-STBSBT,  *AST  OF  SOUTH-STRliET. 
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THt  PAST  THF  rUKSK’IT  -FOH  THK  FUTCHE. 


KIIITEI)  A^K  IMJJILT.SUEI>  HV  H.  XII.ES,  AT  JtS  PKa  A V ■»  r M PArA'rll.K  1'<  AltV\MV. 


I lie  agents  nrul  tViends  of  th^-  UKoisTKa,  are 
ean'estly  re<niestcd  to  do  all  tl  at  they  nghUiilly 
and  reasonably  can,  to  have  the  <ilu  accounts  settled 
tip.  'I'here  IS  an  impel  ions-  .absolute  necessity, 
that  these  little  matters  should  be  attended  to.  The 
rule  to  conk  a beef  steak  is  exactly  applicable  to 
our  collections 

“To  be  well  done— ’twere  well,  ’twere  well  done— quickly.*’ 

FnnEicx  ^EWS.  Nothing"  important  has  reached 
tis  from  Europe  since  our  ljkst--cxcept  that  the 
congress  of  A'erona  had  not  broken  up,  as  was  ru- 
mored, though  the  rumor  had  severely  affected  the 
Rritish  and  Fr  ench  funds. 


“PoLiTicAt  HiSTonv.”  General  Harper  has  sent 
us  a corrected  coiw  of  bis  letter  to  col.  Rurr,  | ^ ^ . 

which  was  inserted  ;n  cur  last,  page  282,  nutitying  KW^nunent  where  his  family  is  settled,  to  e.icoun 


Com.  Foutkh.  It  is  stated  that  this  entt rjirising^ 
officer,  having  obtained  a vteain  boat  suited  to  bis 
purpose  at  New  York,  and  cohected  his  little  fleet 
at  Norfolk,  will  soon  be  prepared  to  act  against  the 
Cuba  pirates.  He  will  have  with  him,  in  all,  ten  or 
twelve  small  vessels  of  easy  draught  of  water,  so 
fitted  as  to  enjoy  every  advantage  ot  rapid  move- 
ments by  sail  ng,  rowing,  Sic.  A lull  company  of 
marines  will  be  attached  to  the  expedition— and 
all  that  can  be  flone,  will  be  done,  and  with  all  pos- 
sible promptitude. 

In  resigning  his  seat  at  the  navy  beard  to  take 
charge  ol  ti.is  matter,  the  gallant  commodore  has 
given  an  instance  of  his  devotion  to  the  service  that 
ought  trot  be  passed  over  lightly.  He  has  sur- 
rendereil  a place  of  honorable  ease,  the  duties  of 
which  were  chiefly  to  be  performed  at  the  seat  of 


us  that  ‘ ill  the  National  Gazette,  which  the  Jte-gis 
ter  has  followed,  the  word  decide,  in  the  second 
line,  is  changed  to  ‘divide,’  which  obscures  or  I’a 
tlier  w holly  destroys  the  sense  of  the  first  sentence.” 
The  error  was  corrected  in  the  chief  part  of  our  last 
impression. 

Impotitant  DISCU3SIOM.  In  the  Rkgi.stf.r  of  the 
23d  Nov.  last,  there  was  published  a valuable  arti- 
cle on  the  export  of  specie,  rate  of  exchange,  Sec. 
in  which  certain  queries  were  put  forlli,  with  an 
earnest  request  that  some  one  would  answer  them. 
A Boston  “.Merchant”  did  so,  in  a very  ingenious 
essay,  which  we  published  in  our  paper  of  the  21st 
lilt.  Son.e  of  the  remarks  of  the  “.Merchant”  v/ere 
noticed  by  “Necker”  in  the  last  “Register’,”  and  we 
have  ROW  the  pleasure  to  present  an  essay  on  ex 
change  from  the  correspondent  who  originally 
souglu  the  discussion,  in  which  he  attempts  to 
overthrow  the  conclusion  of  the  “Merchant  ” I he 
subject  is  orie  of  great  interest  to  political  econo 
TT.istsard  statesmen — and,  as  the  people  seem  more 


ter  the  uncertainty  that  must  belong  to  all  mili- 
tary expeditions,  as  well  as  the  hazard  of  battle* 
with  bands  ot  outlaws  whose  force  is  not  known 
and  whose  resistance  must  be  desperate,  if  escape 
IS  impracticable.  For  tliis,  he  deserves  the  thanks 
of  his  country;  and  if  the  measure  of  his  success 
equals  that  of  his  zeal,  we  shall  soon  have  such  an 
account  of  ins  proceedings  as  will  do  honor  to  the 
Anier-icanname. 

0;;^The  pirates  are  still  busy — they  have  lately* 
plundered  several  vessels,  after  using  tlie  officers 
and  crews  with  great  barbarity.  They  were  even 
so  impudent  as  to  attempt  to  cut  out  a schooner 
in  the  harbor  of  Havana  — but  they  were  defeated 
with  the  loss  of  several  lives:  yet  it  seems  that  the 
Br  itish  have  suddenly  withdrawn  the  force  they 
have  had  in  those  seas  for  the  protection  of  their 
commerce!  I'lie  fngate  Stringapatam  and  brig 
Redwing  have  sailed  direct  for  England,  the  other 
vessels  liave  gone  to  Jamaica.  Much  surprize  is 
expressed  at  the  procedure. 

Gex.  Smti'u  A?n)  Mh.  Adams.  Some  lime  ago. 


cur  correspondent  T.  shall  appear  in  our  next. 


inclined  just  now  to  than  they  were  formerly.  ] . . „ 

we  have  no  doubt  that  these  essays  have  been  and  Smyth,  one  of  the  repr  esentatives  in  congress 
will  be  extensively  read.  Ifi’om  the  state  ot  Virginia,  put  forth  a long  address 

An  article  on  revenue  and  ad  valorem  goods,  immediate  constituents,  giving  his  reasons 

* I why  he  should  vote  against  the  elevation  of  Mr. 
{secretary  Adams  to  the  presidency,  if  the  choice 
1 should  happen  to  fall  on  the  house  of  representa- 
'tives.  To  this  address,  Mr.  Adams  has  made  an 
able  reply,  through  the  Richmond  “Enquir  e r”  of 
the  4th  inst.  Many  thing.s  stated  by  this  gentleman 
are  of  deep  public  interest— and  we  would  gl.adly 
gi\\'  a place  to  the  papers  on  both  sides,  if  w e could 
regard  them  in  any  other  light  than  as  f.n  affair  be- 
tween two  private  persons.  If  we  had  published 
gen.  Smyth’s  address,  the  reply  would  have  ap- 
peared in  course.  YVe  shall  wait  until  gen.  Smyih 
makes  a replicalim,  as  he  probably  will  do,  and 
I then,  having  a view  of  the  whole  ground,  may  feel 


CoxaxF.s?!.  No  ifaportant  business  has  yet  been 
transacted  in  congress,  unless  in  relation  to  aCts  for 
the  sufipi'essicn  of  j/iracy.  Y'he  session  can  only 
last  seven  weeks  longer,  and  it  is  not  likely  that 
any  matter  of  great  interest  will  be  decided  upon. 

An  important  report,  however,  may  be  expected 
from  the  committee  of  wa)  s and  means,  for  amend 
ingtlie  tariff  with  a vit  w to  revenue— and  we  learn 
also,  that  the  committee  on  mano.f-ictures  made  a 
report  on  the  subject  wdih  wliicli  they  were  charg- 
ed, on  Thursday  last. 

We  are  informed  that  the  electioneering  fever  | disposed  to  recoi’d  the  articles 
w^as  rather  on  the  decline  —it  seems  that  an  aUempt 
was  made  by  some  to  get  up  a caucus  to  nominate 
a president,  but  it  was  abortive;  and  it  is  now  thought 
that  the  members  of  congress  w'ill  kindly  give  leave 
to  the  people  to  think  a little  on  the  subject,  at  least 
until  the  next  session,  before  they  will  impose 
such  a nomination  on  them — for  which  respite  we 
are  very  thankful! 

Y'ot.  xxm,^ 1o. 


I'HF.  CourfTERFF.iTF.Rs,  aiTosted  some  time  ago  at 
Wiln.i'  gton  Dei.  have  been  tried,  and  four  »oert 
and  one  woman  found  guilty  of  conspiracy,  &c. 
They  tvere  sentenced  to  pay  a fine  of  five  luindred 
dollars  each,  to  suffer  one  year’s  imprisonm  . nt,  and 
to  stand  in  the  pillory  half  an  hour  on  a Friday  in 
each  and  evef^'  month.  The  ring-loader  of  tbi? 


£90 
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g-ang  was  recently  pardoned  and  discharged  from 
the  Pennsylvania  penitentiary.  The  woman  is 
handsome,  and  about  twenty  years  of  age. 

Monkt.  The  late  canal  loan  of  New-Vork,  of 
300,000  dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of  5 per  cent, 
was  taken  by  the  Farmers’ and  Mechanics’  bank  of 
Albany,  at  g99  in  cash  for  ICO  in  stock. 

Public  buildings.  W^;  have  the  annual  report 
of  the  commissioner  of  the  public  buildings  at 
“Washington.  From  the  8lh  of  May  to  the  7th  of 
Dec.  18:23,  the  following  sums  were  expended — 
C;»  the  centre  of  the  capitol  113  040  74 

president’s  house  and  culvert  2,974  73 

capitol  square  780  25 

116,795  72 

A letter  from  the  architect  of  the  capitol  details 
the  progress  made  in  the  centre  building.  The 
dome  has  been  raised,  and  the  ranges  of  committee 
rooms  nearly  finished— the  western  projection 
completed,  &c.  It  is  a mighty  edifice,  and  the 
great  rotunda  will,  probably,  be  one  of  the  most 
magnificent  rooms  in  the  world,  appropriated  to 
public  purposes.  Much  money,  however,  will  yet 
be  required  to  complete  the  design,  for  it  is 
**  vasty.* 

Bank  or  the  U.  S.  On  the  6th  inst.  the  direc- 
tors declared  a dividend  of  2 1-2  per  cent,  for  the 
last  six  months.  The  stock  is  quoted  at  102  3-4  to 
1 ;3,  dividend  off. 

T c following  persons  were  appointed  directors, 
at  Philadelphia,  without  opposition: 

James  C.  Fisher,  Thomas  P.  Cope,  Henry  Pratt, 
John  Coulter,  Robert  Flemming,  Joshua  Lippin- 
cott,  John  Bohlen,  Daniel  W.  Coxe,  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, *Thomas  Cadwallader,  ^Richard  Willing, 
*AIexander  Henry,  Joseph  Hemphill,  all  of  Phila- 
delphia; Simon  Magwood,  of  S.  Carolina;  William 
Patterson,  of  Maryland;  Robert  Gilmor,  do;  *Tho 
mas  Knox,  of  New  York;  Walter  Browne,  do; 
*Jas.  Lloyd,  Massachusetts;  * Jonathan  Mason,  do; 

The  following,  as  has  already  been  announced, 
have  been  appointed  by  the  government. 

*Nicholas  Biddle,  Philadelphia;  John  Connelly, 
do;  *E.  I.  Dupont,  Delaware;  *J.  M’Kim,  Balti- 
more; *Henry  Eckford,  New  York, 

Those  marked  [*]  are  new  directors. 

At  a meeting  of  the  new  board,  Nicholas  Biddle, 
esq.  was  elected  president,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Ciieves,  resigned. 

‘‘EtltTALIZATION  OF  THE  EXCHANGE!”  When  WC 

recollect  the  professions  of  those  who  got  up  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  practice  of  the 
officers  and  agents  of  that  institution,  on  various 
occasions  since  its  establishment — how  great  is  the 
amount  of  promises  violated  and  of  hopes  disap- 
pointed, that  presents  itself  to  our  view!  Instead 
of  being  a national  institution,  conducted  on  liberal 
principles,  and  with  a regard  to  the  public  conve 
nience,  it  became  a mighty  broker’s  office,  and 
dealt,  as  it  were,  in  “the  bones  and  sinews  of  men,” 
that  it  might  be  made  profitable  to  a contemptible 
and  profligate  few.  But,  it  is  probable  that  we  shall 
have  more  to  say  about  these  things  hereafter.  Our 
present  design  is  only  to  mention  an  occurrence 
that  recently  took  place  in  Baltimore. 

Some  days,  or  weeks  since,  one  of  our  most 
wealthy  and  respectable  merchants,  paid  certain  of 
his  bonds,  due  to  the  United  States  on  account  of 
duties,  at  the  office  of  the  bank  of  t^e  United  States 


in  this  city.  On  Saturday  last,  (as  is  the  custom  of 
the  merchant  about  once  a month),  he  directed  his 
clerk  to  gather  up  his  debentures,  and  obtain  the 
collector’s  check  for  their  aggregate  due.  The  col- 
lector drew  his  check  on  the  office,  which  check 
was  deposited,  as  u.sual,  in  one  of  the  state  banks  in 
which  the  merchant  keeps  his  account,  rs  money. 
On  Monday,  when  the  customary  exchanges  took 
place,  the  cashier  of  the  office  refused  to  pass  said 
check  to  tlie  credit  of  the  local  bank,  or  pay  it  other- 
wise than  iw  foreign  notes — that  is,  notes  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  Stales  or  its  branches,  not  payable  in 
Baltimore, — on  the  supposition,  or  the  fact,  that  the 
merchant  had  paid  his  bonds  in  such  paper.  In 
this  condition,  the  check  was  returned  to  the  mer- 
chant, and  he  presented  it  to  the  collector— the  lat- 
ter said  he  had  no  money  to  meet  it  except  such  as 
was  deposited  in  the  office,  and  that  he  could  not 
pay  it:  it  was  then  placed  in  the  hands  of  a notary, 
who,  in  ample  form,  protested  the  office  and  the  collec- 
tor for  the  non  payment  of  the  check,  and  so  the  affair 
rests  at  present. 

To  explain  this  matter  more  clearly,  it  may  be 
needful  to  say,  that  the  bills  or  notes  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States,  unless  payable  in  Baltimore,  are 
not  regarded  as  bank  money,  though  all,  or  nearly  all, 
the  state  banks'receive  small  parcels  of  them  on  de- 
posite  from  their  customers,  by  way  of  accommeda- 
tion,  in  which  great  facilities  are  afforded  to  men 
in  business.  Of  these  notes  thus  accepted  they 
must  be  relieved,  or  be  compelled  to  cease  the  re- 
ceipt of  them;  and  hence  those  more  immediately 
interested  in  the  local  banks,  pretty  generally, per- 
haps, make  it  a rule  to  pay  their  bonds  in  such 
notes,  if  to  be  had  in  those  banks,  it  being  provid- 
ed  by  law  that  said  notes,  shall  be  received  in  the 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States:  and  this 
is  the  condition,  one  of  the  little  inconveniences 
that  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  is  subjected  to,  in  consi- 
deration of  the  many  advantages  which  it  enjoys. 
The  government  may  agree  to  receive  what  it 
pleases,  (as  any  individual  may),  into  its  treasury 
as  money;  but  has  no  power  to  impose  any  thing 
but  specie  on  private  persons  as  money  ■ else  the 
operation  would  at  once  be  to  make  the  bills  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  though  payable  on  the 
summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  a LEGAL  TEN- 
DER. The  people  are  not  prepared  for  this — the 
collector’s  check  was  payable  to  bearer,  and  deben- 
tures also  are  transferable  property;  so  either  of 
them  represents  current  money,  and  should  so  be 
paid. 

We  regard  this  proceeding  as  a violation  of  the 
understanding  on  which  the  mammoth  bank  was 
instituted.  What  we  can  say  on  the  subject  may 
have  but  little  effect,  such  is  its  present  mastery 
over  the  country;  but  still,  we  apprehend  that  it  is 
measurably  responsible  to  public  opinion  and  the 
eternal  fitness  of  things.  It  is  rightful  that  all  its 
steps  should  be  closely  watched— and  much  caution 
should  be  observed  that  the  few  advantages  secur- 
ed to  the  people  to  balance  to  the  great  advantages 
conferred  on  the  corporation, are  strictly  maintain- 
ed. More  hereafter. 

American  manufactures.  The  Providence 
Journaj  of  the  30th  December,  has  the  following 
gratifying  paragraph: 

We  learn  that  the  orders  now  in  this  place,  for 
the  purchase  of  brown  cotton  cloths,  for  exporta- 
tion  to  foreign  markets,  anticipate  the  actual  man- 
ufacture of  those  cloths.  The  steady  prices  main- 
tained, notwithstanding  the  additional  machinery 
which  has  lately  been  put  into  operation,  form  a 
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pretty  convincing  proof  that  our  information  is  cor- 
rect. It  could  not  be  otherwise,  when  single  in- 
voices are  called  for,  of  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  bales  each-  It  i?  now  almost  a 
year  since  the  first  considerable  shipments  of  do- 
mestic cotton  cloths  were  made  to  South  America. 
The  increased  and  increasing  call.-:  for  such  goods, 
at  the  present  moment,  when  the  results  of  first 
adventures  are  ascertained,  justify  the  conclusion, 
that  those  shipments  were  profitable. 

(T^lf  the  ample  protection  afi'orded  to  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  goods,  has  accomplished  so  great 
a purpose  as  to  render  them  articles  of  export;  by 
what  sort  of  reasoning  is  it  that  we  should  suppose 
a like  degree  of  protection,  afi'orded  to  other  manu- 
factures, would  not  operate  in  a manner  equally 
advantageous.^ 

Pennsylvania.  The  present  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  this  commonwealth  is  composed  of 


Lawyers  12 

Merchants  10 

Physicians  3 

Farmers  52 

Manufacturers  and  mechanics  10 
Surveyors  2 

1'avernkeepers  4 

V/ithout  any  profession  7 


:O0 

Among  this  number  are  17  bachelors. 

South  Carolina.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
has  adjourned.  Among  the  laws  passed,  were  the 
following — New  charters  for  the  bank  of  South 
Carolina  and  state  bank,  have  been  granted  upon 
the  payment  of  the  sum  of  20,000  dollars  each,  A 
bank  is  chartered  at  Hamburg,  with  a capital  of 
.500,000  dollars,  and  appfopriations  have  been  made 
for  opening  the  navigation  of  Wappoo,  Bull  and 
Wall’s  Cuts.  A law  has ‘passed  allowing  the  enlist- 
ment of  150  men,  to  serve  as  a standing  body  for 
for  the  protection  of  Charleston,  the  suburbs  and 
Charleston  neck.  A state  loan  is  to  be  opened  for 
200,000  dollars,  at  5 per  cent  interest.  The  owners 
of  slaves  executed  for  the  late  negro  plot,  are  to 
receive  the  usual  compensation  for  such  losses 
under  the  law,  gl22.  The  owners  of  slaves  con- 
cTemned  to  transportation  out  of  the  United  States, 
are  left  to  carry  the  sentence  into  execution  at  their 
own  expense.  Pinceel  is  to  receive  glOOO  and  to 
be  exempt  from  taxation,  and  Scott  is  to  receive 
500  with  a like  exemption.  Col.  Prioleau’s  and 
major  Wilson’s  slaves  are  to  be  freed  with  the  con- 
sent of  their  masters,  and  to  receive  S-50  per  annum 
for  their  lives. 


Alabama.  Limestone  county,  in  this  state, -con- 
tained at  the  last  census,  9871  inhabitants,  of  whom 
2919  were  slaves  The  cotton  crop  of  1821  amount- 
cd  to  2,100,000lbs.  ginned  cotton,  or  6,000  bales  of 
3501bs.  each. 

The  land  in  cultivation  this  year,  (1822 — 

In  cotton  li.385  acres: 

corn  14  982 

siDall  grain  1,291 


Total  27,678 

There  are  in  this  county  2204  horses  and'mules, 
7667  neat  cattle,  2282  sheep;  1394  spinning  wheels 
and  469  looms;  and  the  cloth  manufactured  last  year 
was  112,445  yards.  These  facts  are  derived  from 
the.  Huntsville  Republican, 


William  R.  King  has  been  re  elected  and  Wil- 
liam Kelly  elected,  senators  ol  the  U.  States  from 
this  state.  The  presidt-ntial  election  seems  to  have 
thrust  itself  into  this  matter.  Mr.  King  was  oppos- 
ed by  fVil/iam  Cratvford  and,  after  seven  ballots, 
was  elected  38  to  35,  and  Mr.  Kelly  had  a majority 
of  only  one  vote  over  John  McKinley. 

News  Parers  taken  by  the  Indians.  Among  the 
letters  lately  received  on  a certain  day  at  the  of- 
fice of  the  “National  Intelligencer,”  was  one  from  a 
person  who  says  that  he  is  “wliat  the  vulgar  term  a 
full-blooded,  Cherokee;”  and  from  his  name  and 
residence  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  him.  His 
letter  is  well  and  correctly  written,  enclosing  mo- 
ney  to  constitute  him  a subscriber  to  this  paper.-^ 
He  concludes  his  letter  as  follows:  The  improve- 

“ment  ot  the  Cherokees  in  civilization  is  such  as 
“to  warrant  the  anticipation  that  you  may  have 
“more  subscribers  from  this  quarter.”  J^at.  hit. 

A New  Lock  has  been  invented  by  Samuel 
Goodwin,  of  Philadelphia.  It  has  received  the  most 
decided  approbation.  The  inventor  calls  it  a *urap 
lockJ^*  It  is  thus  spoken  of  in  the  Democratic  Press: 

• “There  is  a singular  advantage  in  this  lock;  it  is 
so  contrived  that  any  key  but  its  own,  being  intro- 
duced into  the  lock,  is  made  fast  and  cannot  be 
removed  by  the  knave,  who  for  dishonest  purposes 
had  introduced  it — Notwithstanding  its  simplicity, 
it  is  so  constructed  that  if  five  hundred  locks  and 
keys  Were  made,  no  key  would  open  any  one  but 
the  one  for  which  it  was  originally  made— It  is  a 
perfect  safeguard  against  pick-locks.” 

Britisu  Revenui:,  from  the  year  ending  10th  of 
October  1822. 

Customs  . . . £ 9,470,709 

Excise  ....  25,846,322 

Stamps  ....  6,245  693 

Post  Office  . . . 1,343,000 

Assessed  Taxes  . . . 5,971,129 

Land  Taxes  ....  1,263,959 

Miscellaneous  ....  300,998 

. * . * . * . * . .50,549,900. 

tROM  A MASSACHUSETTS  CORnESPOWDENT. 

RIGHTS  OF  CLERGY. 

Mr.  Niies — In  a preceding  essay  under  this  head, 
I proved,  as  I think  candid  men  will  admit,  that  the 
new  constitution  of  the  state  of  New  York,  by  ex- 
cluding the  clergy  from  all  offices,  civil  and  military, 
violates  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  a vital  principle  of  republican  govern- 
ment; that  is,  the  principle  of  equal  rights.  Eligibi- 
lity to  any  office  of  honor,  trust  or  emolument,  I 
hold  to  be  a right  belonging  to  every  free  male  ci- 
tizen, “paupers,  vagabonds  and  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice, excepted.”  These  only  are  excepted  by  the 
constitution  of  the  union,  and  this  exception  is 
grounde.d  on  correct  moral  principles.  The  excep- 
tion at  once  provides  for  the  “common  safety,  and 
fixes  an  ignominy  on  the  character  of  bad  citizens. 
The  section  of  the  New  York  constitution  in  ques- 
tion, under  a plausible  pretext,  dooms  the  clergy 
to  the  grade  of  outlaws  and  vagabonds.  This  is 
a blot  on  the  fair  fame  of  the  republic,  at  which 
tyrants  may  point  with  scorn  of  our  pretensions. 

But  the  New  York  constitution  plaisters  over  the 
proscription  of  the  clergy  with  a few  smooth  "words. 
It  savs  “the  ministers  are,  by  their  profession,  dedi. 
rated  to  God  and  the  care  of  souls,  and  ought  not  t« 


NILFS’  REGlSTEIi-.JANUAUY  ii,  1S2S— RIG  HTS  OF  CLERGY. 


292 


be  diverted  from  the  great  dunes  of  their  functions.” 
Specious  pretext,  indeed!  What  a wonderful  and 
gracious  concern  for  the  care  ot  souls?  If  ail  the 
lawyers  in  the  slate  had  put  their  iieads  togetlier, 
a mure  crafty  plan  could  not  be  devised  to  tnor.opo* 
lize  all  offices  of  honor  and  emolument  among 
themselves.  'I’he  pretext,  probably,  satisfied  many 
honest  unsuspecting  mipds. 

We  vvili  examine  the  pretended  reasons  for  this 
bold  proscription,  is  ^uledicution  to  the  service  oj 
God,**  a reason  to  justify  asiate  for  sir  ppiug  more 
than  a thousand  citizens  of  the  privileges  and  mi  nu 
nities  of  citizens?  iS  not  every  Christian,  by  Ids  pro 
fession,  dedicated  to  the  service  of  God.  Is  the  ser 
vice  of  God  incompatible  with  the  duties  of  all  civil 
and  military  offices?  Tliis  is  a new  discovery,  tliat 
may  well  astonish  every  understanding  republican 
and  every  Christian  in  the  union. 

The  care  of  souls  comes  last,  as  the  great  reason 
for  proscription.  'Fhe  phraseology  of  this  reason 
is  quite  sanctimonious,  indicating  a deep  concern 
for  souls.  What,  in  plain  English,  is  tlie  care  of 
souis  other  than  to  instruct  and  persuade  men  to 
their  duty  as  members  of  society,  tliat  thus  they 
may  serve  God  and  find  tiie  way  to  heaven?  1 had 
hoped  that  the  old  superstitious  notion  of  the  Ro 
mish  church,  that  the  clergy  were  to  be  used  as 
'scape  goals,  to  bear  off  the  sins  of  the  people,  had 
not  prevailed  to  such  extent  in  this  enligiitened 
land.  I had  hoped  that  the  absurd  pretence,  that 
religion  is  a concern  distinct  from  the  common  du- 
ties of  life,  had  been  txpioded.  There  never  was 
a policy  adopted  so  dangerous  lo  liberty,  both  civil 
and  religious,  as  that  which  sets  apart  the  clergy  as 
an  order  of  men  distinct  from  the  community.  It 
is  tilt  most  direct  way  to  secure  to  t em  an  undue 
and  dangerous  infiaence  A perfect  leiiel  zaith  their 
fellozv  ciuze7is,  is  the  only  ground  consistent  with  tiie 
Christian  system  or  with  the  principles  of  republican 
government,  fhe  duties  of  ministers  ar  the  duties 
of  men,  having  the  same  objects  in  their  ultimate 
view  as  the  duiies  of  instructors  of  youth,  lawyers, 
civilians,  physicians,  rulers  and  men  of  various 
callings.  When  any  man,  in  any  office  or  station, 
ceases  to  act  under  the  iuipression  of  future  ac- 
countability, the  trust  reposed  in  him  is  in  danger- 
ous hands.  The  clergy  would  have  an  equal  right 
with  that  asserted  in  the  constitution  of  New  York, 
were  their  power  sufficient  to  adopt  a constitution, 
declaring  tha^  the  other  classes  ought  not  to  be  di 
verted  from  their  callings.  The  pliysician  has  the 
lives  of  tti"  people  in  nis  hamls;  and  on  life  depends 
all  tiv;  vast  concerns  of  this  and  the  coming  world. 
The  cause  of  the  poor,  the  persecuted,  the  afflict- 
ed and  oppressed,  the  widow  and  fatherless,  is  ofien 
committed  Xo  the  lawyer,  and  his  responsibility  is 
solemn,  therefore  he  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from 
the  functions  of  his  office.  Tlie  ruler  has  the  con 
cerns  of  a state,  on  which  are  pending  the  causes 
of  life  and  death,  entrusted  to  his  care;  therefore 
he  ought  not  to  be  diverted  to  pursuits  of  trade,  of 
common  business  or  speculation.  Thus  the  clergy 
might  find  some  smooth  pretext  to  proscribe  the 
various  classes. 

Government  is  a common  concern  of  all  classes 
in  a communit) ; the  interests  of  religion  ai  e acui- 
ally  under  the  conlroul  of  civil  government.  All 
religious  institutions  are  continually  aided  or  op- 
posed by  the  operation  of  the  laws  of  the  state. — 
'I'he  great  chr’.racteristii  of  our  Saviour’s  example 
was,  that  “he  went  about  doing  good**  His  ministry 
wa.s  not  conlined  to  any  set  forms  or  functions  — 
lie  gave  an  example  in  the  character  of  a dutiful 
child,  of  an  industriems  and  useful  citizen  during 


the  greatest  part  of  his  life,  and  afterwards  of  a 
great  variety  of  benevolent  actions.  And,  it  the 
government  under  wh.ch  he  lived,  had  not  been 
corrupt  and  tyrannical,  I see  no  reason  why  he 
migiit  not  have  left  to  the  world  an  admirable  ex- 
ample as  a legislator  or  a judge,  in  civil  affnirs  — 
Although  lie  declared  his  kingdom  was  not  of  this 
world.  It  evidently  had  regard  to  all  that  relates  to 
the  welfare  of  man  in  the  present  slate.  ( he  great 
business  of  ministers  is  lo  do  good,  and  I deny  tJiat 
any  power  on  earth  lias  a shadow  of  right  to  limit 
their  sphere  of  doing  good.  They  may  promote 
the  interests  of  religion  as  extensive  ly  and  as  surely, 
by  imparting  a s.diitary  influence  through  the  me- 
dium of  civil  office  as  in  any  other  way,  for  the  be- 
nefit of  society.  I iiold  that  the  clergy  ought  in  all 
respects  to  be  amenable  lo  the  laws  like  other  men. 
But  1 must  abandon  this  position,  if  I admit  a pow- 
er  to  abridge  their  rights  and  privilege  s.  The  dan- 
ger arising  to  any  state  by  creating  distinct  classes 
of  citizens  with  privileges,  eithe  r diminished  or  in- 
creased beyond  the  measure  common  in  t!ie  com- 
munity, must  be  manifest.  If  the  clergy  are  rob- 
bed of  their  rigiits,  their  professional  rluties  will  be 
affected  by  tiieir  sense  of  injury.  And  indeed,  they 
may  now  witli  propriety  say  to  the  people  of  New 
York — If  you  are  so  unwilling  that  we  should  be 
diverted  from  thi  functions  of  our  profession,  you 
will  double  your  contrioutions  for  our  support,  that 
we  ma}'  not  be  diverted  to  secidar  concerns.  God 
has  formed  everj  creature  with  a nature  to  resist 
encroachment  and  wrong.  The  mild  and  merciful 
spirit  of  the  gospel  remonstrates  against  being, 
“beaten  openly  uncondemiied.” 

Ihe  clergy  have  been  much  stigmatized  as  a 
class  of  men  wnose  influence  is  dangerous  to  the 
welfare  of  states.  Their  power  to  do  evil  has  al- 
ways  been  in  proportion  to  the  prevalence  of  su- 
perstition, that  attaches  to  their  character  a false 
sanctity  as  a distinct  class  of  beings.  And  it  has 
ever  been  found  in  the  character  of  all  classes  of 
men,  that  the  possession  of  an  unequal  portion  of 
power,  would  produce  a disposition  to  try  the  ope- 
ration of  that  power. 

I he  evils  that  have  arisen  in  the  governments  of 
the  old  world,  have  been  owing  to  that  policy  that 
vested  the  church,  in  matters  of  religion  and 
conscience,  with  distinct  and  sovereign  preroga- 
tives, thus  giving  the  clergy  an  opportunity  to  do 
toward  the  laity  much  the  same  as  the  laity  of  New- 
York  have  done  toward  their  clergy.  If  the  laity 
say  to  tlie  clergy,  your  calling  ffiibids  that  you 
should  be  entrusted  with  civil  power,  the  clergy 
may,  with  equal  propriety,  say  to  the  laity,  your 
calling  forbids  that  you  should  be  entrusted  with 
any  ecclesiastical  power.  A hierarchy  is  establish- 
ed of  course,  and  the  rights  of  common  Christians 
are  compromitted.  Rrligion  herself  receives  a 
wound  and  civil  liberty  languishes  in  a decline. 

Public  bodies,  as  truly  as  individuals,  when  they 
have  power  do  strange  things.  This  fact  ap- 
peared in  the  proceedings  of  the  late  convention 
in  Massachusetts,  many  of  which  were  rejected  by 
the  people.  And,  thunks  to  heaven,  remedy  is 
found  against  unequal  and  unjust  measures,  by  a 
frequent  recurrence  of  political  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  people.  If  not  deceived  by  design- 
ing men.  their  decisions  are  almost  universally  in 
favor  of  liberty  and  equal  rights. 

With  sincere  regret  have  I felt  constrained  to 
protest  against  one  instance  of  example  in  a great 
stale,  whose  putdic  spirit  and  high-minded  patriot- 
ism  have  so  often  merited  the  applause  of  the 
union.  EauAL  Rights. 
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The  rate  of  E,\cliange. 

Mr.  Niles — I beglcrave,  througn  you,  to  otter  to 
the  Koston  “Merchant”  my  thanks,  tor  his  an 
swers  to  n y questions.  It  is  a pleasing  omen  that 
merchants  are  willing  to  give  information,  to  meet 
us  with  f;*ct3  and  reasons — instead  of  nere  asser 
tions  and  general  declamation.  Fully  confiding  in 
the  candor  of  the  Boston  ‘Merchant,*  1 will  question 
none  of  his  facts  or  statements,  and  proceed  to  the 
discussion  of  the  question,  with  the  high  gratifica 
tion  arising  from  the  belief  that  my  opponent  has 
stated  facts  with  as  much  truth  as  he  has  reasoned 
on  them  with  ability,  i shall  question  nothing  but 
his  conclusions. 

The  ‘M.  rchant’  says— 1.  That  the  fact  of  the  ex- 


o.  purchasing  sp»  cie  wiser  it  wa.s  scarce  anO  ilcar, 
and  of  seiuhng  it  to  a niarktt  where  it  was  plenty 
and  depreciated — ot  buying  thoir  goods  wh<  re  they 
were  in  dtmand,  and  bringing  tnerii  lo  an  ovi-r- 
stocked  mar  et.  I his  was  the  true  cimse  of  that 
disastrous  paralysis  in  commerce  in  1B19,  and  will 
be  found  to  liave  the  sam^  ettects  in  the  still  more 
disastrous  year  of  1823.  1 will  ask  the  ‘Mi'rchant* 

if,  in  June  last,  a dollar  would  not  liave  command- 
ed as  many  yards  of  cotton  in  Boston  as  in  Livcr- 
jiool^  ami,  if  so,  where  was  the  merchant’s  profit.^ 
With  one  more  question  I will  close  this  part  of  the 
subject — What  does  the  ‘Merchant’  mean  by  ‘puri- 
fy mg  the  commercial  atmospliei  ei”  Had  it  bec  ome 
so  corrupt  or  infected  in  Boston,  as  to  require  the 
drcadlui  pressure  of  June  last  to  purify  it.^  He 


portation  of  specie,  greater  than  the  importation,  ougnt  to  inform  us  of  the  nature  of  the  infection, 
is  i>r‘  su  npnve  evidence  of  a prosperous  commerce  j its  causes-and  remc^dy — so  that  otht  rs  may  avoid  it. 

1 had  a'.ways  thought  the  commercial  atmosphere 


pr^  su  npnve  evidence  ot  a prospe 
— that  is  to  say,  as  a bad  trade  checks  exportation, 
a prosperous  trade  promotes  it. 

2.  That  it  is  absolute  evidence  that  the  prospect 
was  considered  good. 

3.  That  the  accumulation  of  specie  has  always 
followed  the  stagnation  of  trade,  and  the  revival  of 
trade  has  always  been  the  signal  to  set  this  accumu- 
lation afloat,  in  search  of  profitable  employment. 

Adopting  his  statement  of  the  specie  in  the  Bos- 
ton banks  as  correct,  and  likewise  as  indicating  the 
state  of  other  banks  throughout  the  union,  I would 
ask  the  ‘Merchant*  what  he  means  by  what  he  calls 


of  Boston  was  pure;  that  it  did  not  require  the 
healing  process  of  bankruptcy'  to  make  it  salutary; 
but,  when  a Boston  ‘Merchant’  avows  the  contrary, 
it  is  lime  for  the  nation  to  be  on  its  guard  against 
the  causes  of  its  pollution,  as  well  as  to  prevent  its 
becoming  contagious. 

I am  pleased  with  the  ingenuity  of  the  ‘Merchant’ 
in  replying  to  my  question  on  the  subject  of  ex- 


change, It  was  this — ‘ 


rate  of  excliange,  13 


per  cent,  above  par,  advantageous,  or  otherwi.-e,  to 
the  operations  of  commerce?”  He  denies  the  t’act, 
saying  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  such  a rate 


“the  disastrous  year  1819.”  On  the  1st  of  January  j of  exchange  with  England  can  ex'*st;  and  attempts 
of  that  year,  the  specie  in  the  Boston  banks  was  to  shew  the  actual  state  of  exenange  with  that 
only  541,000  dollars,  nearly  100,000  less  than  in  any  ! country.  He  says,  “the  par  of  exchange  between 
year  mentioned  in  his  table.  On  his  own  principles,  \ two  countries  can  only  be  ascertained  by  ascertain- 
it  w.as  '‘presumptive  evidence  of  a prosperous  com  i ing  the  quantity  of  the  precious  rrietals  represented 
merce,”  and  “absolute  evidence  that  the  prospect  j by  their  respective  currencies:”  By  tliis  rule,  if  the 
was  considered  good” — yet  he  admits  there  was  a I coin  of  both  oountriesrepresentedihesanie  qianlity 
paralysis  in  commerce  in  that  year.  These  admis  j of  silver — that  is,  if  a dollar  in  each  represent.-d  an 


sions  at  once  overthrow  his  whole  theory,  in  June 
last,  he  states  the  specie  to  have  been  g430,O0U, 
and  we  all  know  that  the  numerous  bankruptcies 
in  Boston,  at  that  time,  ii  dicated  any  thing  but  a 
flourishing  commerce.  He  states  that  there  was  a 
severe  pressure  for  money — that  pressure  must 
have  been  on  the  merchants.  He  says  the  pressure 
continued  scarcely  a month — will  he  inform  rne 
whether  that  pressure  was  removed  by  draining 
still  further,  or  by  replenishing  the  vaults  of  the 
banks?  He  says  “the  effect  of  these  occasional  pe- 


oz.  of  silver, the  clitterence  of  exchange  would  be  only 
the  Ireightand  insurance  on  the  transportation  from 
one  country  to  the  other — and  thus  the  ‘Merchant’ 
conludes  the  present  rate  of  exchange  is  at  par, 
because  100  ounces  of  silver  will  produce  in  Bos- 
ton  a bill  on  London,  which  will  produce  the  lOO 
ounces  of  silver.  This  would  always  limit  the  rate 
of  excliange;  for  an  ounce  of  silver  is  worth  as 
much  in  Boston  as  in  London,  deducting  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  to  convey  it  to  London,  and 
exchange  would  never  fluctuate  beyond  the  fluc- 


riods  of  pressure  is  salutary;  they  keep  the  cur- j tuations  of  freight  and  iiisurauce.  There  would  be 


rency  sound  and  purify  the  commercial  atmosphere 
— what  does  the  ‘Merchant’  mean?  he  seems,  to  me, 
to  have  forgotten  himself:  the  excessive  embarrass 


the  same  results,  let  the  currencies  of  the  two  coun- 
tries represent  different  quantities  of  silver— for 
ounce  will  buy  ounce,  less  the  transportation.  The 


ment  felt  in  the  commercial  atmosphere  of  Boston  | ‘Merchant’  must  be  mistaken  in  Ins  d’  hnition  oi* 
amounted  almost  to  suffocation — even  respiration  ■ exchange.  I will  not  contend  with  him  about  tech- 
was  difficult  for  the  want  of  specie;  and  the ‘Mer- i nical  plirases;  if  he  puts  tlie  question  on  that,  I 
chant’  well  knows  that  life  and  action  was  infused ) yield  lo  him  that  exchange  is  now  at  par,  and  ca 
into  the  system  by  its  importation  and  not  its  expor- 1 never,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  otherwise. 
tation.  Their  commerce  had  been,  as  in  1819,  pa-  1 take  the  meanii.g  of  exchange  to  be  its  common 
ralysed  by  exhausting  the  country  of  the  precious'  acceptation  in  the  commercial  world,  at  the  coffee 
meuls,  and,  for  the  same  reasons,  the  European  '■  house,  at  the  brokers,  in  prices  current,  and  in 
market  had  become  glutted  with  our  produce — the  i common  parlance  A merchant  asks  another,  what 
demand  and  price  had  both  been  diminished;  com-  j is  exchange  on  London  to  day?— the  answer  is  12^, 
merce  no  longer  consisted  in  the  exchange  of  equi-  j ‘ his  does  not  mean  that  it  costs  so  much  to  carry 
valent  articles — it  was  carried  on,  on  our  part,  by ; gold  and  silver  to  London.  If  we  look  at  a price  cur- 
the  export  of  specie,  and,  by  other  nations,  by  the  j rent  to  know  the  rate  o'exchang  witli  any  country, 
export  of  merchandise;  our  merchants  were  oblig  and  we  find  bills  on  Loudon  12^ — A n.stertlain  41 
edto  procure  their  dollars  at  great  expense — goodsj  cents  per  guilder — Hamburg  35  ci.nts  mark  bin  n. 
were  plenty,  dollars  were  scarce;  they  were  oblig  ( It  does  not  mean  w’hat  is  called  the  real  par  of  gold 
ed  lo  make  sacrifices  on  their  goods  to  procure  ' against  gold,  or  silver  against  silver — the  cu.si<jin 


money,  and,  as  these  goods  were  bought  in  coun 
tries  where  money  was  plenty  and  goods  in  tie 


house  par  is  settled  by  law;  but  it  means  the  actuiii 
I exchange  resulting  from  a variety  of  causes  which 


mand,  the  merchants  had  the  double  disadvantage  j are  mentioned  by  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  most  admirable 
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report  on  weights  and  measures,  page  145: — “The 
actual  exchange  is  never  regulated  by  the  medium, 
or  any  other  par,  but  by  the  relative  value  of  bul- 
lion in  the  two  countries  at  the  lime  of  the  trans 
poriation;  by  the  relative  proportions  between  the 
value  of  gold  and  silver  established  by  their  respec- 
tive laws;  by  the  prohibitions  of  exportation  of  bul- 
lion sometimes  existing,  and  the  duties  upon  its 
exportation  levied  at  others;  by  the  laws  which, 
in  some  countries,  make  gold  alone,  in  others,  silver 
alone,  in  others  again,  both  silver  and  gold,  legal 
tenoers  for  the  payment  of  debts;  by  the  existing 
condition  of  the  commerce  of  the  two  countries, 
and  of  each  of  them  with  all  the  rest  of  the  world; 
and  last,  and  most  of  all,  by  the  substitution  of  pa- 
per currency  instead  of  the  precious  metals,  in  one 
or  both  of  the  countries,  and  the  existing  deprecia 
tion  of  the  paper.”  Excl  .ange  between  twocoun 
tries  is  the  result  of  the  operation  of  these  causes. 
This  is  the  kind  of  exchange  of  which  common 
people  speak,  and  which  is  its  accepted  meaning 
in  all  commercial  language — and  to  this  kind  of 
exchange  every  one  refers  when  he  says  exchange 
on  London  is  12^  advance.  Advance  above  what, 
let  me  ask  the  ‘M  rchant?’ — From  his  calculations, 
he  must  mean  the  custom  house  par — but,  be  that 
as  it  may,  his  answer  does  not  meet  my  question.  I 
agree  with  him  fully,  that  real  par  cannot  amount  to 
13  per  cent.;  for  silver  or  gold  can  be  transported 
at  less  expense  nor  custom  bouse  par,  for  that  is 
regulated  by  law;  nor  intrinsic  par,  because  that 
depends  on  the  purity, of  the  metals.  1 mean  the 
actual,  commercial,  practical  par,  which  the  ‘Mer- 
chant* has  not  thought  proper  to  notice.  My 
question  alluded  to  one  kind,  his  answer  to  another; 
with  the  adroitness  of  a veteran,  he  avoids  the  point 
of  attack.  But,  as  we  both  write  for  the  public, 
they  must  understand  this  subject  as  well  as  the 
•Merchant,*  and  me  understand  each  other.  The 
fallacy  of  his  remarks  consists  in  this— he  refers  to 
a par  of  exchange  which  does  not  exist  in  prac- 
tice, and  thus  artfully  draws  the  public  attention 
from  the  actual  par  of  exchange,  to  one  existing  in 
his  own  fancy  merely.  To  meet  his  views,  the  me- 
terials  of  exchange  must  be  the  same — silver  for 
silver,  gold  for  gold,  ounce  for  ounce;  but,  between 
this  country  and  England,  these  are  not  the  mate- 
rials for  exchange.  In  England,  debts  are  payable 
in  bank  paper;  in  the  United  States  they  are  paya- 
ble only  in  gold  or  silver;  the  pound  sterling  re- 
presents a determinate  quantity  of  gold  or  silver, 
and  it  represents  a one  pound  note;  in  America  a 
dollar  represents  a given  quantity  of  silver  or  gold 
only:  thus— a debt  due  to  an  American  in  England, 
can  be  paid  in  paper;  a debt  due  to  an  Englishman 
in  America,  can  only  be  paid  in  specie.  “So  that, 
at  this  time,  the  materials  of  exchange  between  the 
United  States  and  England,  are,  on  the  side  of  the 
United  States,  gpld  or  silver,  on  the  side  of  Great 
Britain,  bank  paperV — (Mr.  Adams*  report,  page 
144.)  No  one  knows  this  better  than  the  Boston 
^Merchant,*  and  yet  he  has  dwelt  entirely  on  that 
par  of  exchange  which  can  only  exist  where  the 
materials  are  the  same.  In  illustrating  his  position, 
he  assumes  the  remittance  of  100  ounces  of  silver 
to  London,  when  po  such  thing  exists  in  practice. 
Debts  are  contracted,  bills  are  payable  in  pounds 
sterling,  which  means  in  gold,  silver  or  bank  paper 
— but,  in  buying  a bill  or  remitting  the  money,  we 
can  use  only  gold  or  silver;  thus  all  the  various 
causes  enumerated  by  Mr.  Adams,  have  their  ope- 
ration to  keep  exchange  in  a constant  fluctuation; 
?uid,  at  the  present  time,  to  bring  it  against  this 


country  12^  per  cent.  It  is  not  necessary  to  make 
calculations  between  the  real,  the  custom  house, 
and  live  intrinsic  par  of  exchange.  I will  adopt  the 
custom  house,  that  being  fixed  by  law — by  that 
standard,  a pound  sterling  is  fixed  at  §4  44  4 10. 
This  is  the  legal  par — thus,  an  invoice  of  goods  of 
MOOO  sterling,  pays  duties,  at  our  custom  house,  on 
§4,444.44  - 80,  a man,  sued  in  the  United  States  for 
/.]  000,  must  pay  §4,444  44  Now,  it  is  easy  to  ascer- 
tain the  actual  exchange  between  the  United  States 
and  England  - a Boston  merchant  owes  in  London 
/.lOOO;  he  provides  the  money  in  Boston  to  pay  it 
by  a bill  to  that  amount — the  merchant  says  he 
must  pay  §5  for  the  pound  sterling;  to  pay  the 
/.  1,000  it  will  then  cost  him  §5,000,  instead  of 
§4,444.44,  being  a difference  of  §555.56  between 
the  legal  and  the  actual  par  of  exchange.  And  it 
must  be  remembered  too,  that  the  §5,000,  in  Bos- 
ton,  must  be  paid  in  gold  or  silver,  the  Z.1,000,  in 
London,  may  be  paid  in  bank  paper — dollars  for 
paper.  Again,  a merchant,  in  London,  owes  in 
Boston,  1,000  sterling;  he  can  pay  it  with  §4,444 
and  44  cts:  this  shews  the  actual  exchange  against 
this  country.  If  it  was  at  par,  then  §4.44,  in  Bos- 
ton, would  be  worth  a pound  sterling  in  London, 
for  he  could  purchase  a bill  for  AlOOO  on  London; 
a-nd  by  so  much  more  as  he  is  obliged  to  pay  for  it, 
so  much  is  the  rate  of  exchange  against  Boston. 
This  solves,  at  once,  all  the  mystery  of  exchange, 
and  it  now  becomes  an  easy  thing  to  ascertain  whe- 
ther the  present  rate  of  exchange  is  favorable  to 
commerce  or  the  country.  No  ingenuity  can  evade 
the  conclusion,  founded  on  the  fact  which  the  ‘Mer- 
chant’ himself  admits,  that,  to  pay  a pound  sterling 
in  England,  costs  §5 — to  pay  it  in  Boston  cost.s 
only  §4.44— a loss  of  12|  per  cent.:  in  other  words, 
it  costs  us  §112.50  to  pay  one  §100  in  England.  A 
familiar  case  will  place  this  subject  in  a plain  mat- 
ter-of  fact  point  of  view:  A,  in  London,  owes  B,  in 
Boston,  i.lOOO — B owes  C,  in  London,  ^.1000;  if 
exchange  was  at  par,  B would  draw  on  A to  pay  C 
in  London.  In  the  present  state  of  exchange,  he 
cannot  do  it.  A pays  B,  in  Boston,  §4,444.44,  in 
full  of  the  debt;  but,  ir*,order  to  pay  C,  in  London, 
B must  pay  the  additional  sum  of  §555,56.  Thus 
two  debts,  equal  in  amount,  both  for  the  same  num- 
ber of  pounds  sterling,  become  unequal  by  the  ex- 
isting rate  of  exchange — /.ICOO  will  not  pay  ^.1000. 
The  Bostonian  receives  his  1 1000,  and  is  still  /.125 
in  debt.  Every  1 1000  worth  of  English  goods  we 
import,  costs  Z1.125.  Now  I call  on  the  ‘Merchant* 
to  answer  my  question — ^s  such  a rate  of  exchange 
beneficial  to  commerce,  or  otherwise?  He  must, 
likewise,  permit  me  to  remind  him  that  he  has  at- 
tempted no  answer  to  my  third  question-  which  is, 
whether,  “the  exportation  of  specie,  more  than  we 
import,  combined  with  the  present  rate  of  ex- 
change, promotes  or  retards  the  prosperity  of  the 
country?”  An  answer  will  be  expected  to  this 
question— for,  though  these  two  causes  may,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  ‘Merchant,’  benefit  commerce,  they 
may  rain  the  country. 

Having  brought  the  ‘Merchant’  on  paper,  we 
must  be  better  acquainted  before  we  part;  the  sub- 
ject of  exchange  has  been  thought  a complicated 
one,  and  my  endeavors  to  simplify  it  may  have  led 
me  to  prolixity — but  it  seemed  necessary  to  ampli- 
fy on  the  subject  so  as  to  make  it  familiar  to  every 
one.  I hope  to  hear  again  from  the  ‘Merchant* — 
w e can  employ  our  winter  evenings,  and,  perhaps, 
instruct  the  people;  at  any  rate,  our  discussions 
will  tend  to  elicit  truth  and  diffuse  information. 

T. 
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Important  Law  Case. 

Yesterday  the  ctiiel  justice  delivered  the  opinion 
of  tlie  court  in  the  case  of  Wain  against  Thomson. 
Tliat  Cause  has  been  the  subject  of  much  conver- 
sation, and  various  opinions  iiave  been  entertained 
as  to  the  final  result.  We,  therefore,  believe  a pub- 
iicalion  of  it  will  be  both  useful  and  acceptable  to 
the  public^  [/'*/«/.  Cazette.' 

William  Wain  ^ the  Supreme  Court, 

-c  , ( Eastern  District,  l*eun. 

Edward  1 homson.  j 

This  is  an  action  on  a policy  of  insurance  “on  sup- 
posed profits  on  a cargo  ot  goods,  in  :he  ship  lien 
'gal,  on  a voyage  from  Canton,  in  China,  to  Phila- 
delphia, warrumed  free  from  average,  and  without 
benefit  of  salvage  Amount  valued  at  g20,000. 

The  ship  sailed  fron.  Canton  on  the  25tn  Decem- 
ber, 1815,  with  a cargo  of  teas,  cassia,  china,  &c. 
On  the  29th  January,  1816,  she  met  with  a gale  of 
wind,  bv  w.iich  she  sufiered  considerable  damage: 
in  conse  quence  of  which  she  put  into  the  isle  of 
France  for  repairs.  On  a survey,  the  whole  cargo 
being  unloaded,  part  of  the  tea  was  found  so  much 
damaged,  that  it  was  ordered  to  be  thrown  into  the 
sea.  Another  part  being  damaged  and  in  a perisha- 
ble  state,  was  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  concerned, 
and  the  proceeds  vested  in  other  goods,  which,  wnth 
the  saved  part  of  the  cargo,  were  shipped  onboard 
of  the  Bengal,  who,  after  receiving  the  necessary 
repairs,  resumed  her  voyage  to  Philadelphia  on  the 
9th  April,  1816,  and  arrived  there  Uie  1st  July  fol- 
lowing. At  Philadelphia,  it  was  found  that  part  of 
the  teas  taken  on  board  at  the  Isle  of  France,  as 
sound,  were,  in  fact,  damaged  at  that  time.  The 
sound  teas  were  sold  at  Philadelphia  at  a very  con- 
siderable profit;  but,  upon  the  whole  cargo,  there 
was  no  profit:  and  there  was  a loss  of  more  than  50 
per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount  of  the  goods  shipped 
at  Canton.  The  plaintiff’ abandoned,  and  claims  for 
a total  loss. 

On  this  state  of  facts,  the  plaintiff  contended — 

1.  That  there  was  a total  loss  of  the  voyage  by 
the  very  great  interruption  and  delay  which  took 
placo,  in  consequence  of  the  damage  at  sea,  which 
obliged  the  ship  to  put  into  the  Isle  of  France. 

The  court  decided  that  thi^  argument  is  not  sus- 
tainable. The  insurers  engage  that  the  voyage  shall 
be  accomplished,  but  not  in  any  particular  time. 
The  ship  is  to  be  repaired  at  their  expense,  and 
then  to  prosecute  her  voyage.  She  did  so  in  this 
case,  and  arrived  at  her  port  of  destination. 

2.  The  plaintiff  contended  that  the  loss  was  total, 
because  il  exceeded  50-per  cent. 

The  court  agreed  this  was,  in  general,  the  rule — 
but  this  is  an  insurance  on  profits,  and,  by  the  ex- 
press agreement,  the  defendant  is  to  be  free  from 
all  average  l»ss^  and  to  have  no  benefit  of  salvage. 

The  court  here  con^ide^ed  the  nature  of  losses, 
whether  total  or  partial — every  loss,  less  than  total, 
is,  in  fact,  a partial  loss;  that  kind  of  total  loss  which 
arises  from  damage  greater  than  50  per  cent,  is 
merely  technical.  The  question  then  is,  whether,  if 
the  assured  discharges  the  insurer  from  all  average 
loss,  he  does  not  discharge  him  from  loss  which  may 
be  properly  called  average  without  regard  to  its 
amount.  The  insurance  on  profits  partakes  of  the 
nature  of  an  insurance  on  the  goods  from  which  the 
profits  are  to  arise. 

The  court  then  considered  the  meaning  of  the 
words  “free  from  average,”  as  it  has  been  used 
and  adjudged  in  relation  to  insurances  on  goods. 
The  leading  cases  were  examined  particularly; 
and  concluded  that,  under  this  warranty,  in  the  case 


of  goods,  if  “free 'from  warranty,”  no  recovery 
could  be  had  on  the  ground  of  a technical  loss;  and 
the  law  is  the  same  as  to  an  insurance  on  profits. 

3.  Another  question  was  made  by  the  pla*iuiff: 
that,  as  some  of  the  tea  was  totally  lost,  he  was  uili- 
tled  to  recover  for  loss  or  prolits  on  them,  '1  lie 
court  decided  against  the  plainidfon  this  point  also, 
on  the  autiiority,  Beays,  vs.  Ches.  Ins.  Comp — de- 
cided oy  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  Stales. 

Judgment  for  the  defendant. 


Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

Report  of  Mr.  Stevenson,  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  domestic  manujactures — Read  Thursday^  Dec. 
24,  18^2,  in  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  slate 
of  Pennsylvania. 

The  commitiee  on  domestic  manufactures,  to  whom 
was  referred,  as  unfinished  business  of  the  last 
session,  bill  No.  363,  entitled  “an  act  for  the 
protection  and  promotion  of  the  commerce,  in- 
ternal trade,  and  manufactures  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,”  have  had  said  bill  under  conside- 
ration, and  kei’obt: 

That  the  bill  of  last  session,  entitled  as  above, 
proposes  an  arrangement  with  the  several  turn- 
pike companies  on  what  are  usually  termed  the 
northern  and  southern  routes,  from  Harrisburg  to 
the  waters  of  the  Ohio  river;  by  which  arrange- 
ment, Wagons,  having  wheel  tire  of  at  least  four 
inches  in  width,  engaged  in  the  transportation  of 
merchandise,  and  of  our  agricultural  and  manulac- 
tured  products,  may  pass  to  a market  toll  /re«?,-  and, 
in  order  to  effect  this,  it  is  proposed  that  an  addi- 
tional subscription  to  the  stock  of  the  several  com- 
panies shall  be  made  by  the  state. 

The  several  turnpike  companies  mentioned  in 
the  bill  No.  363,  it  appears  are  still  deeply  in  debt 
to  workmen,  contractors,  and  others,  who  have 
done  the  labor  on  the  several  sections  of  road,  and 
it  is  ascertained  that  the  managers  are  willing,  at 
this  time,  to  concede  to  the  state  the  privilege  de- 
sired, at  an  immense  sacrifice  of  their  private  in- 
terests, with  a view  to  the  general  advantage,  and 
to  enable  them  to  do  justice  to  their  suifering  cre- 
ditors. 

The  debts  of  these  companies  are,  at  this  time, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  and, 
from  communications  with  some  of  the  managers, 
it  is  believed,  that,  if  the  state  w’lll  subscribe  about 
one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand  dollars,  to 
aid  in  the  liquidation  of  these  debts,  payable  in  six 
annual  instalments  of  thirty  three  thousand  dollars; 
or  that  if  the  state  will  allow  certificates  of  the 
debts  due  by  the  companies  to  the  above  amount, 
to  be  received  in  payment  at  the  land  offices,  the 
managers  will  agree  to  grant  to  the  state,  subject 
to  such  regulations  as  the  state  may  make,  from 
time  to  time,  the  privilege  of  suffering  all  broad- 
wheeled wagons  to  pass  toll  free,  on  their  respec- 
tive sections  of  road  forever. 

The  whole  cost  of  the  road  from  Harrisburg,  by 
Chambersburg,  to  Pittsburg,  in  round  numbers,  hu.s 
been  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. — 
The  cost  of  the  road,  by  way  of  Huntingdon,  now 
nearly  completed,  it  is  ascertained.  Will  be  five 
hundred  and  seventy  thousand  dollars;  the  total 
cost  of  the  two  routes  seventeen  hundred  ami 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  state  holds  stock  in  the  companies  on  these 
routes  to  the  amount  of  nine  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars;  individuals  hold  four  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  dollars. 
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'I'iiere  have  been  debts  of  the  companies  extin- 
guished by  the  application  of  tolls  received,  to  the 
amount  of  eighty  thousand  dollars;  and  the  debts 
still  existing  amount  to  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  The  whole  extent  of  road  under 
consid  eration  is  four  hundred  and  twelve  miles. 

It  is  well  known,  to  all  persons  acquainted  with 
the  settlement  and  improvement  of  the  country  ly- 
ing beyond  the  ‘tppulachian  mountains,  that  the 
first  line  of  c<.;mmuiiicalion  vvith  it  passed  through 
Penn-;ylvania;  and  that,  from  the  doubtful  and  de- 
vious tootjiaih,  through  eacli  successive  stage  of  im 
provement,  up  to  the  regular  and  cost,y  tuni])ike, 
Pennsylvania,  to  the  year  1820,  possessed  the  best 
and  most  attractive  road. 

The  legislature,  cotivinced,  at  an  early  period,  of 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  settlement 
cf  the  west;  and  desirous  of  facil.tating  and  securing 
to  her  citizens  the  highly  productive  and  vuluabie 
carrying  trade  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  waters 
of  the  Ohio,  and  of  fixing  the  points  of  exchange, 
between  the  east  an.d  west,  vviUnn  her  limits;  and 
actuated  by  the  most  lionorable  and  enlightened 
views  of  state  policy,  did,  at  successive  periods, 
jnake  larg^  appropriations  for  encouraging  objects 
of  such  unquestionable  advantage  to  the  common- 
wealth. 

The  fostering  care  of  the  legislature,  and  public 
spirit  of  our  citizens,  induced  avast  portion  of  the 
emigration  and  property  destined  to  the  west,  to 
pass  through  our  state.  To  such  an  extent  had 
the  carrying  trade  arrived,  in  consequence  of  the 
demands  of  the  increasing  population  of  the  west- 
ern country,  that  the  average  annua'  amount  of  car 
riage  money,  paid  to  wagoners  at  Pittsburg  alone, 
in  the  years  1816,  1817,  1818,  and  1S19,  exceeded 
a million  of  dollars;  almost  every  dollar  of  which  was 
drawn  from  the  western  states,  and  retained  in 
Pennsylvania.  An  immense  amount  of  property 
from  the  extensive  west,  accumulated  at  Pittsburg; 
and  from  thence  found  its  way  to  Philadelphia  in 
the  returning  wagons;  these,  taking  back  loading 
at  very  low  rate,  in  fact  so  low  as  to  be  an  induce 
menttothe  citizens  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Scc.to  send 
their  products  to  Pittsburg,  to  be  conveyed  over 
land  to  Philadelphia,  rather  than  to  send  them  to 
a New  Orleans  market  by  water  carriage. 

The  weight  of  articles  conveyed  from  our  Atlan- 
tic cities  to  the  waters  of  the  west,  at  points  within 
the  limits  of  our  state,  for  an  average  of  several 
years,  exceeded  that  returned  by  about  one  half; 
the  first  being  about  twenty  one  millions  of  pounds 
weight,  and  that  returned  about  ten  millions.  The 
carriage  of  the  outer  loa.ling,  at  this  period,  costs 
about  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  inward 
about  one  hundred  tJiousand,  the  price  of  carriage 
being  very  low  at  this  time.  About  five  millions  of 
pounds  are  also  taken  up  by  the  return  wagons  at 
intermediate  points,  between  the  western  waters 
and  the  Susqiuhanna  river,  and  are  conveyed  to 
Philadelphia  or  Baltimore. 

The  attention  of  the  legislature  has  been  urged 
by  a large  body  of  the  citizens  of  the  state,  to  cir- 
cumstances deeply  and  permanently  important  to 
them;  and  memorials,  signed  by  great  numbers, 
were  last  year  presented  to  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, praying  the  legislature  to  devise  measures 
to  retain  this  carrying  trade  in  its  old  and  accus- 
tomed channel;  these  petitions  were,  at  the  last 
session,  referred  to  a special  committee,  and  the 
bill,  No.  563,  now  under  consideration,  grew  out 
of  the  examinations  made  by  that  committee  upon 
the  subject.  Tiie  bill  was  introduced  into  the  house 
late  in  the  session,  was  debjited  in  the  committee 
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of  the  whole,  and  the  first  scilion  agr  edto,  at 
which  stage  the  debaie  closed;  .uid,  with  a view  to 
give  time  to  the  citizens  of  the.  state  to  inlonn  them- 
selves fully  oil  the  bdbjtct,  the  bill  was  not  agaip 
called  up. 

The  anxiety  of  our  citizens,  on  the  subject  of 
rendering  the  turnpike  roads  alluded  to  fri.c,  arises 
from  the  efiects  produced  by  the  complciioii  of  the 
national  turnpike  road,  commencing  at  Comber- 
land,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  teriniiialiug  at 
Wheeling,  on  the  Oh.io,  in  the  state  of  Virginia  — 
This  road  was  finished  in  tiie  year  1820,  at  an  ex- 
pense to  the  nation  ol  one  inillion  eight  hundied 
thousand  dollars,  ami  declared /j'es. 

The  consequences  ofliiis  expenditure  of  the  ?m- 
tional  funds/\n  local  inipi  u7.'euieuls,mnni  be  to  rapid- 
ly divert  the  carrying  trade  from  its  accuscomed 
channel,  and  to  render  vaku.lcss  the  large  amount 
of  stock  which  the  state  holds  in  her  western  roads, 
and  also  that  held  by  her  cit  zens,  mmy  of  wf.om 
placed  great,  and,  it  now  appears,  lasting  embar- 
rassments on  their  property,  to  raise  tlie  means  of 
meeting  their  subscrijitions.  The  cheaper  rate  at 
whicii  wagons  can  pass  by  the  national  free  road, 
from  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  must,  undoubtedly, 
unless  counteracted  by  suitable  measures  on  the 
part  of  Pennsylvania,  draw  many  of  our  citizens  and 
much  wealth,  in  wagons,  liorses  Sec.  from  our 
state,  and  lose,  totlie  commonyvealth,  the  commer- 
cial and  other  profits  on  the  amount  of  produce 
and  purchases  diverted  from  Philad.  Iphiaand  Pitts- 
burg, to  Baltimore  and  Wheeling,  and  must  create 
a distressing  evil  to  the  farmers  and  manufacturers 
of  the  w^  stern  and  middle  counties,  by  depriving 
them  of  the  advantage  of  sending  their  products  to 
market,  as  heretofore,  by  tlie  returning  wagons. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  evil  yvhich  the  loss  of  this 
trade  would  inflict  on  our  western  citizens,  your 
committee  will  only  state,  that,  as  yet,  a barrel  of 
flour  is  carried  from  Pittsburg  to  Philadelphia,  a 
distance  of  tiiree  hundred  and  one  miles,  for  two 
dollars.  Yet,  if  the  farmer  was  compelled  to  send 
his  own  vvagoo,  his  team  of  five  horses  could  only 
convey  fifteen  barrels,  would  be  from  home  35 
days,  and  if  his  flour  produced  him  six  dollars  per 
barrel  at  Philadelphia,  would,  after  spending  the 
whole  proceeds  of  his  load,  leave  him  twenty  dol- 
lars in  debt.  At  present, however,  large  quantities 
of  flour,  whiskey,  pork,  hemp,  tobacco,  cotton.  &c. 
the  produce  of  the  west,  and  the  manufactured  ar- 
ticles of  window  and  other  glass,  paper,  linen,  spun 
yarn,  cordage,  he.  are  daily  loaded  at  Pittsburg, 
destined  eastward. 

The  loss  cf  the  carrying  trade,  must,  by  render- 
ing it  impossible  for  the  western  agriculturalist  to 
get  his  produce  to  a market,  force  a part  of  the  po- 
pulation of  Pennsylvania  to  abandon  it,  in  order  to 
approximate  toward  one;  and  a depreciation  in  the 
value  of  land,  arising  from  a diminution  of  inhabi- 
tants, and  a'  removal  of  personal  property,  must 
ensue. 

It  is,  therefore,  especially  recommended  by  your 
committee  to  the  legislative  body,  to  adopt  prompt 
and  efficient  measures  to  secure  to  our  citizens  the 
benefits  of  the  carrying  trade:  the  advantages  to 
many  of  them  are  now  immense,  and  the  moment 
the  roads  from  Harrisburg,  by  Lewistown,  to  Pitts- 
burg, are  completed,  will  prove,  also,  of  primary 
consequence  to  the  inhabitants  of  ail  that  section  of 
the  state  through  which  those  roads  pass.  The 
wagons,  returning  from  Pittsburg,  will  divide  on 
the  several  routes,  and  will  take  up  the  surplus  agri- 
cultural and  manufactured  products  on  each;  the 
barrel  of  flour  v/ill  be  conveyed  from  Huntingdon 
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to  Philadelphia,  for  less  Ilian  one  doil  ir  and  a halt', 
by  a prompt  and  sure  conveyance  without  the  ha 
/.ar  1 and  delay  of  water  cwna^je.  I’lie  iron  manu. 
fuctiirers  of  Huntingdon,  Centre,  MifHiii  and  otlicr 
counties  will  be  able  to  meet  the  foreign  product 
to  advantage,  and,  if  simil  ir  advantages  could  De 
more  general,  t!ie  national  legislature  miglit,  in  a 
considerable  degree,  avoid  t!ic  odium  ot  givmg  en 
cour-agement  to  'nanufaciurcrs  by  raising  the  price 
upon  the  consumer,  through  the  medium  ot  utand, 
which  too  large  a portion  ol  our  citizens  are  unwii 
ling  to  adopt.  \ ton  of  iron  can  he  taken  from 
lliintiiig'hm  to  PhilaJelphiu,  tor  tilteen  dollars; 
such  will  be  the  beuehlsof  internal  trade,  of  good 
and  free  roads. 

Had  it  not  been  that  the  turnpike  road  from  j 
Huntingdon  to  Pittsburg,  was  finished  about  the  j 
tiu:e  foreign  iron  fell  to  mnely  dollars  fier  ton,  ell 
ti;e  m.muf.ictorics  in  the  mid<ile  counties  must 
have  inevitably  closed,  as  it  would  liave  continued 
to  cost  them  sixty  dollars  per  ton  to  reach  their 
market;  whereas,  they  now  reach  Pittsburg  at  an 
expanse  of  thirty  dollars  per  ton,  by  t.aking  twice 
the  former  load,  and  making  the  ti  ip  in  less  time. 

It  may  be  /■hje  cted,  that,  althoug  . the  making  the 
leading  wes'ern  roads  free,  may  he  of  great  mo-  j 
merit  to  a lai^  portion  of  the  state,  it  is  not  so  to  it  ; 
all;  tiiat  every  part  has  a claim  to  equal  nurture, 
and  that  it  is  not  in  the  po  wer  of  t!ie  state,  at  this 
time,  to  render  the  wdiole  free,  d'o  this  it  may 
jusdy  be  replied,  that  all  improvement  must  be 
jirogres.sive,  and  that  the  measure  now  projiosed 
is  of  primary  importance,  d'hat  the  stale,  rnany 
years  since,  contributed  eH’ectively  towards  tlie 
making  of  tliese  roads,  and  that  they  were 
amongst  the  first  to  which  the  state  gave  assis- 
tance; that  the  appropriations  were  long  contested, 
and  were  obtained  after  great  clifliculty.  Yet,  the 
making  of  these  led  to  further  improvements 
ill  every  section  of  the  state;  turnpike  roads  hav- 
ing multiplied,  until  there  is  no  part  of  the  state 
but  what  offers  to  the  farmer  great  facilities  in  get- 
ting his  produce  to  market,  at  half  the  expense  he 
could  have  formerly  done. 

It  may  be  proper  to  stale,  that  the  amount  of 
toll  which  must  be  paid  at  this  tirne,  on  the  trip 
from  Pittsburg  to  Philadelphia  and  bark,  on  a six 
horse  team  and  broad  wheeled  wagon,  by  the 
cheapest  route,  is  nineteen  dollars  and  twenty 
cents;  and  that  the  toll  upon  a narrow  wheeled 
wagon,  and  six  horses,  for  the  same  trip,  is  twen- 
to  nine  dollars  and  thirty  centS:  which  is  an  ave 
rage  of  about  twenty-four  dollars  on  each  load;  and 
at  the  present  price  of  carriage,  is  upwards  of  twen- 
ty one  per  cent  of  the  wagoner’s  whole  receipts, 
on  his  outward  and  inward  load. 

The  effect  of  this  upon  the  interests  of  Per|nsyl 
vania,  must  be  too  clear  to  every  mind  to  make  it 
necessary  for  your  committee  to  enlarge  upon  the 
subject.  The  national  road  runs  from  Baltimore 
to  ^Vheeling  on  a line  nearly  parallel  with  our 
principal  road,  and  but  about  thirty  miles  south  of 
it;  and  being  a good  road  and  toll  free,  must  gra- 
dually draw  away  our  trade,  and,  in  fact,  has  already 
drawn  away  a considerable  part  of  it:  and  although 
some  impediments  are  still  in  the  way  of  its  total 
loss,  occasioned  by  the  reluctance  to  quit  an  ac- 
customed channel  of  trade,  and  to  dissolve  com- 
mercial and  other  long  established  connections;  yet 
interest  must  eventually  prevail,  and  when  the 
trade  is  once  diverted  to  its  new  channel,  we  can 
never  hope  for  its  return.  If  we  will  not  know  the 
ways  of  wisdom  in  the  days  of  our  prosperity,  she 
• will  leave  us  to  our  own  in  the  days  of  our  adversity. 


I'hv*  provisions  of  ilu*  liill  wlii-  h vour  coramiltee 
have  had  under  consideration,  will  place  the  trade 
ou  t!ie  great  leading  western  lurninke  roads,  both 
stale  and  national,  on  an  equality,  as  regards  lull; 
aiid  should  this  be  effected,  the  industry  of  Penn- 
.svlvania,  the  economical  li.iblts  oflier  citizens,  lier 
jline  breed  of  draf  horses,  and  the  low  price  of 
provender  in  our  state,  will  giv.-  such  advauiag  s 
as  will  secure  to  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth 
the  ahnost  entire  benefits  ot  the  carrying  trade. 

Vour  committee,  tlierefore,  after  mature  consi- 
deration, report  the  hill  ot  last  session,  with  some 
slight  alteration  in  its  tlelails,  and  cannot  forbear 
to  earnestly  urge  upon  tlie  legi->latiire,  the  utility 
of  adopting  the  provision,  which  it  contains. 

In  the  language  of  t!ie  reptirt  of  tlic  committee 
of  the  last  session,  ‘ut  lias  been  deemed  advisable 
to  limit  the  ])rovisions  of  the  bill,  to  terminate  at 
the  Susquehanna;  knowing  that  if  the  road  is 
thus  far  made  free,  the  produce  of  the  west  will 
find  its  way  to  Philadelphia,  by  some  one  of  the  va- 
rious channels  leacfmg  to  tliat  place,  and  which  can 
be  designat  -d.  and  incorporated  in  the  hill,  when 
under  consideration  before  the  house.”  'I'his  chan- 
nel may  be  the  union  canal,  or  some  one  of  the 
turnpike  roads  leading  from  Harrisburg  to  Phila- 
delphia, or  the  Susquehannah  river,  as  it  is  highly 
probable,  that  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  in 
that  noble  stream,  will  be  a special  oliject  of  legis- 
lative attention;  being  so  deeply  important  to  a 
large  portion  of  the  state. 

Your  committee  sincerely  hope,  that,  in  consider- 
ing the  subject  here  offered  to  the  attention  of  the 
members  of  the  legislature,  they  will  each  view 
themselves  as  representing  the  stale  at  large,  in- 
stead of  particular  districts:  surely,  as  each  of  us 
may  justly  be  prouder  to  vi«w  ourselves  as  citizens 
I of  the  United  States,  whose  name  is  respected  in 
! every  land,  and  whose  flag  is  lionored  in  every  sea, 

I rather  than  as  citizens  of  any  particular  state:  so 
I we  ought  to  feel  more  pride  as  representatives  of 
i the  whole  state,  than  as  those  of  particular  coun- 
ties. I.et  us  then,  divesting  ourselves  of  all  local 
feelings,  give  the  necessary  support  to  what  is  now 
the  weaker  part  of  the  commonwealth;  it  may  yet 
become  the  stronger  and  return  the  favor. 


Finances  of  the  United  States. 

Several  tables  and  statements  accompanied  the 
annual  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on 
the  state  of  the  finances,  which  contain  useful  in- 
formation. Not  having  room  for  the  whole,  we 
offer  such  a selection  from  them  as  includes  what- 
ever is  interesting  among  them  to  readers  in  gene- 
ral. 

REVENUE  FROM  IMPORTS  IN  1821. 

J1  statement^  exhibitinq  the  value  and  quantities^  re- 
spectively, of  merchandise  on  which  duties  accrued 
durinq  the  year  consisting  of  the  difference 

betiveen  articles  paying  duty  imported^  and  those  en- 
titled to  drawback,  re-exported J;  and,  also,  of  the 
nett  revenue  which  accrued  that  year  from  duties  on 
merchandise,  tonnage,  passports,  and  c'eurances. 


Merchandise  paying  duties  ad  valorem. 


840,613  dolls,  at 

7h  per 

cent.  ^63,045 

98 

13,036,191 

at 

15" 

1,955,428 

65 

4 473.993 

at 

20 

894.798 

60 

16  605,525 

at 

25 

4,1 51, .381 

25 

1.604  3C8 

at 

30 

481,310 

40 

36,560,690 

^7,545,964 

88 
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1.  Wines 

3,154  111  galls,  at  24.86 

cents  average 

784,126 

65 

2.  Spirits 

3,847,003  galls,  at  43.65 

cents  average 

1,679,919 

43 

Molasses 

9,459,898  galls,  at  5 cts. 

average 

472,994 

90 

3.  Teas 

4,603,855  lbs.  at  31.45 

cents  average 

1,447,921 

09 

4.  Coffee 

15,965,237  lbs.  at  5 cts. 

avf'rage 

798,446 

90 

5,  Sugar 

43,084,819  lbs.  at  3.05 

cents  average 

1,315,143 

40 

6.  Salt 

3,121,847  bushels  at  20 

cents 

624,369 

40 

7.  Other  articles 

1,590,385 

62 

8,712,707 

45 

5^16,258,672 

To  which  add,  duties  collected  on 
merchandise,  the  particulars  of 
which  were  not  rendered  by  the 
collectors,  after  deducting  there- 
from duties  refunded,  and  differ. 


ence  in  calculation 

115,4,83  02 

§16,374,155  35 

2^  per  cent,  retained  on  drawback  61,674  69 

Extra  duty  on  merchandise  imported 

in  foreign  vessels  21,010  70 

Interest  and  storage  26,725  21 

109,410  60 

Duties  on  merchandise 
Duties  on  tonnage 
Light  money 

§16,483,565  95 
89,848  61 
8,328  99 

Passports  and  clearances 

98,177  60 
9,858  00 

Deduct  expenses  of  collection 

§16,591,601  55 
693,167  13 

Nett  revenue 

§15,898,434  42 

MISCELLANEOUS  REVENUE  FOR  1821. 

Statement  of  moneys  received  into  the  treasury  from 
aH  sources,  other  than  customs  and  public  lands,  dur> 
ing  the  year  1821. 

From  arrears  of  old  internal  revenue. 

Direct  tax  of  1798 
New  internal  revenue 
New  direct  tax 
dividend  on  stock  in  the  bank 
of  the  United  States 
fees  on  letters  patent 
postage  of  letters 
cents  coined  at  the  mint 
prizes  captured  by  public  arm* 
ed  vessels 

sales  of  public  lots  in  the  city 
of  Washington 

return  passage  money  of  an 
American  seamen 
damages  recovered  in  an  action 
, of  ejectment  in  the  district 
court  of  Vermont 
vessels,  &c.  condemned  under 
the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave 
trade 

interest  on  balances  due  by 
banks  to  the  United  States 


3,661 

25 

69,027 

63 

25,687 

80 

105,000 

00 

4,770 

00 

516 

91 

14,440 

00 

634 

20 

9,372 

75 

10 

00 

233 

33 

8,923 

28 

SIO 

35 

From  moneys  previously  advanced 
on  account  of  the  3d  census 
do.  building  custom  houses 
do.  balances  of  advances  made 
to  the  war  department 


231  18 
716  62 

112,430  31 

113.378  61 


from  small  treasury  notes,  for 
which  certificates  of  7 per 
cent,  stock  hart-  been  issued  324  00 
loan  authorized  by  act  of  3d 

March,  1821  4,735.296  30 

premium  on  the  same  264,703  70 

5.000.00U  00 


§5,356,290  11 

Treasury  department,  register’s  office,  Dec.  12,  1822. 

JOSEPH  NOUiiSE,  Register. 

EXPENDITURE  FOR  1821. 

Statement  of  expenditures  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1821. 

Civil,  Miscellaneous,  and  diplomatic,  viz: 
Legislature  §359,900  04 

Executive  departments  5u6,024  19 

Officers  of  the  mint  9,6uU  00 

Surveying  department  16,837  32 

Commissioner  public  buildings  1,000  00 

Governments  in  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  14,101  68 

Judiciary  204,829  41 

§1,112,292  64 

Annuities  and  grants  1,300  00 

Mint  establishment  45,850  00 

Unclaimed  merchandise  3,736  92 

Light  house  establishment  146,584  84 

Surveys  of  public  lands  173,941  95 

Privateer  pension  fund  1,961  54 

I'rading  houses  with  the  Indians  18.750  00 

Roads  within  the  state  of  Ohio  9,802  85 

Roads  within  the  state  of  Alabama  950  00 

Road  from  Cumberland  to  Ohio  65,320  11 

Road  from  Wheeling,  Va.  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  5,000  00 

Mafihe  hospital  establishment  66  845  48 

Public  buildings  in  Washington  110,136  00 

Florida  claims  413  60 

Paymejit  of  claims  for  property  lost,  &c.  134  50 

Payment  of  balances  to  collectors  of 
new  internal  revenue  2,56-7  05 

Payment  of  balances  to  certain  collec- 
tors of  old  internal  revenue  266  98 

Payment  of  outstanding  debentures 
for  internal  duties  7,074  16 

Prohibition  of  the  slave  trade  7,502  67 

Prisoners  of  war  2,684  57 

Fourth  census  212,000  ^0 

Refunding  surplus  proceeds  of  proper- 
ty sold  for  payment  of  direct  tax  134  58 

Votes  for  president  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  3,195  50 

Miscellaneous  claims  33,314  85 

Surveying  certain  parts  of  coast 
North  Carolina  3,000  00 


§922,468  15 
45,524  91 


Diplomatic  department 
Contingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 
course 21,662  77 
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Relief  and  protection  of  Am.  seamen  33,504  2(5 

Treaty  ot  Ghent  29,522  66 

Treaties  with  Mediterranean  powers  13,896  15' 

Treaty  with  Spain  63,000  00 


§20 r,  110  75 

J\Witary  department^  znz: 

Pay  of  the  army  1,154.555  86 

Subsistence  354,654  67 

Forage  31,540  OO 

Clothing  276,565  25 

Medical  and  hospital  department  12,505  00 

Contii  gt-nt  expenses  40,000  Oo 

Ordinance  805,250  00 

Fortifications  602,000  00 

Quartermaster’s  department  456,380  50 

Military  academy  at  West  Foiiit  59,286  79 

Ai  rearages  of  outstanding  claims  30,000  00 

Survey  of  tfie  water  courses  west  of 
the  Mississipni  4,500  00 

Survey  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  ri- 
vers, &c.  • 5,000  00 

Pay  of  disbanded  officers  and  soldiers  60,000  00 

balances  due  to  certain  states  350.000  00 

Boundary  line  of  Indian  cessions  15,000  00 

Indian  department  330,205  44 

Civilization  of  Indian  tribes  10,000  00 

Road  through  the  Creek  nation  be- 
tween Georgia  and  Alabama  3,300  00 

Relief  of  John  Harding  and  others  180  00 

Joseph  Bruce  65  00 

I’homas  C.  Withers  370  00 

Dan.  Converse  k George  Miller  35  00 

Military  pensions  212,817  25 

Half  pay  pensions  to  widows  and  or- 
phans 30,000  00 

Arming  and  equipping  the  militia  200,000  00 

Treaties  with  Indian  tribes  118,050  00 

Survey  of  the  coast  of  the  U.  States  103  71 

§5,162,364  47 

J^aval  department,  viz: 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  officers  and 
pay  of  seamen  983,325  25 

Provisions  « 337,831  00 

Medicines  32,000  00 

Repairs  of  vessels  475,000  00 

Ordnance  25,000  00 

Contingent  expenses  200,000  00 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  marine  corps  169,393  00 

Clothing  do  30,686  31 

Fuel  do  6,857  50 

Quartermaster’s  and  contingencies 

marine  corps  14,000  00 

Gradual  increase  of  the  navy  950.000  00 

Navy  yards  85,000  00 

Building  small  vessels  of  war  10,000  00 

Removing  obstructions  in  river  Thames  150  00 


§3,319,243  06 

Public  debt,  viz: 

Interest  and  reimbursement  of  domes- 
tic debt  5,623,321  38 

Interest  on  Louisiana  stock  36,560  88 

Redemption  of  Louisiana  stock  2,071,360  00 
Payment  of  certain  parts  of  domestic  debt  54  45 
Reimbursement  of  Mississippi  stock  634,022  53 
Principal  and  interest  of  treasury  notes  1,774  38 


8.367,093  62 


§19,090,572  69 

Treasury  department.  Register's  office,  Dec.  14,  1822. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


EXPENDirURE  FOR  1822. 

Statement  of  expenditures  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  1st  January,  to  the  ^Oth  September,  1822, 

Civil,  miscellaneous  and  diplomatic,  viz: 
I.egislature  369,790  51 

Exteutive  departments  346,39a  94 

Officers  of  the  mint  7,2a0  00 

Commissioner  of  the  public  buildings  1,178  08 

Surveying  department  6,882  50 

Governments  in  the  territories  of  the 

United  States  9,200  00 

Judiciary  160,143  69 

Annuities  and  grants  1,657  13 

Mint  establishment  8,0J0  00 

Unclaimed  merchandise  598  49 

Light  house  establishment  128,197  27 

Surveys  of  public  lands  66,735  00 

Privateer  pension  fund  1,221  62 

Appropriation  of  prize  money  634  29 

Trading  houses  with  the  Indians  9,570  60 

Roads  within  the  state  of  Ohio  3,257  54 

Roads  within  the  state  of  Alabama  800  00 

Roads  within  tlie  state  of  Indiana  32,629  46 

Marine  hospital  establishment  33,959  21 

Public  buildings  in  W'^ashington  97,751  53 

Building  custom  houses  1,-319  26 

Florida  claims  141  17 

Payment  of  balances  to  collectors  of  new 
internal  revemie  517  93 

Payment  of  balances  to  officers  of  old  in- 
ternal revenue  and  direct  tax  3,234  82 

Prohibition  of  the  slave  trade  22,820  42 

Prisoners  of  war  2,089  87 

Payment  of  certain  certificates  2,029  43 

Printing  the  journal  of  tiie  convention  542  56 

Payment  of  claims  for  property  lost  55  00 

Survey  of  the  coast  of  Florida  150  00 

Refunding  duties  on  distilled  spirits  95  62 

Miscellaneous  expenses  87,210  60 

Diplomatic  department  86,023  30 

Cgntingent  expenses  of  foreign  inter- 
course 7,250  00 

Relief  and  protection  of  Am.  Seamen  7,543  39 

Treaty  of  Ghent  13,492  24 

Treaty  with  Spain  14,277  86 

Treaties  with  Mediterranean  powers  1,843  00. 


130,429  79 

Military  department,  viz: 

Pay  of  the  army,  865,050  68 

Subsistence  183,275  61 

Forage  12,633  96 

Clothing  131,435  33 

Medical  and  hospital  department  13,409  83 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  war  depart- 
ment  4,017  33 

Ordnance  department  263,539  28 

Fortifications  111,108  87 

Quartermaster’s  department  318,201  98 

Military  academy  at  West  Point  2,492  43 

Brigade  of  militia  10,693  28 

Surveys  of  ports  and  harbors  3 50 

Medals  for  officers  of  the  army  4,080  00 

New  roofs  for  tlie  Barracks  at  Carlisle  3,500  00 

Arrearages  of  outstanding  claims  108,652  10 

Maps,  plans  &c.  war  office  140  22 

Completing  the  road  through  Georgia  321  01 

Relief  of  gen.  James  Wilkinson  2,926  59 

Joshua  Newsom  and  others  647  80 

Elias  Parks  2,234  00 

John  Anderson  1,300  00 

William  Gwynn  47  50 

William  E.  Meek  1,279  87 

Cornelius  Huson  25v.  00 
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Relief  of  William  He..d  rson  • 

2,765  00  , 

Boundary  line  netvvcenthe  United  States 

James  Pierce 

430  00 i 

and  the  Creeks 

865  38 

Greenberry  H.  Murphey 

1,490  30  1 

Do.  of  several  cessions 

15  OUO  00 

Militia  courts  martial,  col.  Wood,  Prest. 

762  84 

Claims  against  the  Osage-s 

3.5S2  50 

Do.  Thomas  C.  iMiller,  do. 

1,494  65 

Arsenal  at  Watervliet 

3.M  69 

Do.  T.  More  St  D F<  re,  do. 

606  59 

Treaty  with  the  Indians  in  Mississippi 

3 610  93 

Do.  Gen.  Steifdiforcl,  do.  17,839  24 

Repairs  and  contingencies  of  fortifications  3,192  32 

TYaval  department,  viz: 

228  073  90 

Fort  Delaware 

8,400  00 

Monroe 

27,592  32  ' 

Pay  of  the  navy 

533,0.' 1 56 

Washington 

12,585  56  ■ 

Provisions 

113  6-10  99 

Calhoun 

17,400  00  i 

Medicines 

10  4?6  42 

The  Rigolets 

48,006  84  ! 

Repairs  of  vessels 

217.2-9  59 

Barracks  at  Baton  Rouge 

8,108  16 

Ordnance 

8 -2  81 

Mobile  Point 

1,993  16 

Freight  and  contingent  expenses 

141.062  54 

Survey  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi. rivers  276  00 
Arsenal  at  Baton  Rouge  , 3,000  00 

Materials  fora  fort  opposite  fort  St.  Phillip  800  00 
Balance  due  to  state  of  Maryland  527  00 

Relief  of  William  Dooley  305  80 

Relief  of  the  Planter’s  bank,  N.  Orleans  8,495  70 

Bounties  and  premiums  3,718  90 

Preservation  of  arms  2,200  00 

Avrr.Y  supplies  820  00 

Expenses  of  arsenal?  585  50 

Repairing  arms  2,841  05 

Repairs  of  arsenals  89  81 

Preservation  of  ammunition  1,550  OO 

Arming  and  equipping  the  militia  332,466  44 

Gratuities,  S;c.  392  28 

Armories  94,000  00 

Cannon,  shot.  Sec.  1,000  00 

Expenses  of  recruiting  21  33 

Revolutionary  pensions  1,642,590  94 

Military  and  half-pay  pensions  300,935  90 

Indian  department  152,984  67 

Civilization  of  the  Indians  1,373  80 

Annuities  to  Indians,  per  act  6 May,  1796  14,505  54 

Do.  25  Feb.  1799  15,322 

Do.  3 March,  1805  1.000  00 

Do.  21  April,  1806  31,167  17 

Do.  3 March,  1807  661  11 

Do.  19  Feb.  1808  10,000  GO 

Do.  1 May,  1810  4,200  00 

Do.  3 March,  1811  2,235  07 

Do.  26  April,  1816  50  00 

Do.  3 March,  1817  38,716  44 

Do.  3 March,  1821  29,454  01 

Do.  3 Mar  1819  117,050  00 

Do.  8 Jan  1821  60,760  47 

Do.  15  May,  1820  6,000  00 

Do.  > 7 May,  1822  15,100  00 

Do.  7 May,  1822  18,107  10 

Treaties  with  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  25.010  43 
Do.  with  the  Creeks  8,331  27 

Pay  of  Indian  agents  7,000  00 

Do.  sub-agents  3 750  00 

Presents  to  Indians  4,935  59 

5,158  289  66 

From  Tvhich  deduct  ike Jollo-cjing  repayments^  viz: 
Expenses  of  recruiting  gl2,246  69 

Balances  due  to  certain  states  120,433  26 

Bounties  and  premiums  29,006  58 

Mobile  point  12,550  00 

Gratuities  15,469  15 

Cannon,  shells,  Sec.  8.478  95 

Arsenal  at  Baton  Rouge  4,690  29 

Powder  magazine  at  Frankfort,  Penn.  17  50 
Survey  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  1,251  60 
Survey  of  water  courses,  Mississippi  184  46 

Relief  of  T.C.  Withers  187  00 

Do.  J.  Harding  180  00 


Navy  yards  34  653  75 

Superintendents,  &c.  19  225  71 

Laborers,  £cc.  9 , ^ 01 

Gradual  increase  425,483  09 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps  48  19  ■ 43 
Clothing  do.  do.  26,277  50 

Fuel  do.  do.  724  95 

Quartermaster’sstores  and  contingen- 
cies do.  15,990  13 

1,596,62.3  48 

Frotn  ivhich  deduct  the  folloroing  repayments,  viz: 
Heads  to  which  they  apply — 

Purchase  of  timber  11  584  67 

Repairs  of  vessels  damaged  in  action  984  00 

Shot,  shells,  and  military  stores  25,9iJ  70 

Repairs  of  the  Constellation  450  00 

Seventy-fours  and  frigates  4 00 

Survey  coast  of  North  Carolina  430  38. 

Widows  and  orphans  of  persons  on  board 


Epervier 
Military  stores,  marine  corps 


7 481  70 
10,825  15 

57  670  60 

Public  debt,  viz: 

Interest,  See.  domestic  debt  4,163,656  47 

Redemption  of  Louisiana  stock  5 294  12 

Reimbursement  of  Mississippi  stock  23.388  94 
Certain  parts  domestic  debt  438  99 

Redemption  of  6 per  cent,  stock  of  1796  80,0o0  00 
Principal  and  interest  of  treasury  notes  277  00 

4.273,055  52 

Total  of  payments,  after  deducting  repayments,  viz: 
Civil,  miscellaneous  and  diplomatic  gl, 536.434  24 
Military  department  4,930,210  68 

Naval  department  1,538  952  88 

Public  debt  4,273,055  52 


12  278  653  32, 

Treasury  department,  register'* s office,  Dec  14, 1822. 

JOSEPH  NOl  RSE.  Register. 


Seventeenth  Congress — Sncl  sessioiL 

IN  THt  SENATE. 

January  3-  The  senate  was  chiefly  occupied  this 
day  with  executive  business — as  is,  probably,  ex- 
plained by  the  following  paragraph  from  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  of  the  4th  inst. 

“We  understand  that  the  senate  yesterday,  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  advised  and  consented  to  the  rati- 
fication of  the  convention  concluded  during  the 
last  year,  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, under  the  mediation  of  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
to  prescribe  the  mode  by  which  the  first  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent  shall  be  carried  into  effect,  in 
conformity  with  the  decision  of  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty.” 
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Tilt  iollovcinff  written  mt  sstije  was  received  Irom 
tlie  president  of  the  United  States  by  llie  hands  ot 
Mr.  Everett,  his  private  secretary: 

To  the  senate  and  haise  of  representatives. 

In  compliance  witli  the  three  resolutions  of  the 
senate  of  the  5tlv  April,  1822,  requestfng-  the  jire- 
sident  of  the  United  States  to  com;nunic.ilc  in  ile 
tail  the  expenses  of  buildin"-  each  vtsstl  of  war, 
authorized  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  Ja'iu.iry,  1813, 
and  its  supplements;  and  also  the  names,  number 
grade,  &c.  of  the  odicers  and  men  employed  at 
each  navy  yard  and  naval  sta  ion,  during  the  i wo 
years  immediately  preceding  the  l.st  January,  1822, 

"l  herewith  transmit  a report  from  liio  .secretary  of 
the  navy,  with  the  accompanv  ing  documents,  which 
contain  the  desired  inioimation. 

JA.MES  MONROE. 

fl' askin'!; ton,  Jan.  3,  1823. 

January  6.  After  some  otlier  business — Mr. 
Jiodney  rose  and  said,  that,  in  the  war  which  we 
are  now  waging  against  the  pirates  in  the  West  In- 
dia seas,  it  was  proper,  he-  thought,  to  give  some 
stimulus  to  our  seamen  engaged  in  it.  Our  gallant 
tars,  he  said,  were  nut  likely  to  gain,  in  such  a war, 
the  honor  they  acquired  in  the  late  war,  and,  as 
there  was  but  little  of  that  to  be  got,  he  wished  to 
supply  the  deficiency  by  providing  a stimulus  of 
another  kind.  He  therefore  asked  leave  to  offer 
the  foilnwing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  a bounty  to  the  officers 
-and  cre'vs  ot  the  puld.c  ar.aetl  vessels  of  the  United  States;  and 
to  th  ■ tiwiii  vs,  officers,  and  cri  ws  of  tlie  private  .armed  vessels  <il' 
the  Uiutcd  States,  for  the  prisiiuers  captured, and  the  guns  taken 
by  them,  in  any  piratical  vessel. 

Among  tlie  petiiioi  s presented  and  referred  this 
day,  Was  one  by  Mr.  I^owrie,  from  the  board  of  ma- 
nufactures of  tlie  Pennsylvania  society,  for  the  en 
couiMgement  of  American  nianufaclures,  praying  a 
revision  of  the  tanif,  with  a view  to  the  further  pro- 
tection and  encouragement  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures. 

Several  bills  were  passed  to  a second  reading, 
and  others  were  taken  up  a:id  partially  acted  upon. 
Some  time  was  spent  in  executive  business. 

Tlie  blank  in  the  bill  to  repair  the  Cumberland 
road,  was  filled  with  25,000  dollars — ayes  19,  noes 
11,  and  three  dollars  per  diem  allowed  to  the  su- 
perintendent of  said  repairs.  In  this  state  it  was 
ordered  to  he  engrosser!  and  read  a third  time. 

January  7.  Mr.  Williams,  of  I'enn.  from  the 
committee  on  military  affairs,  to  which  was  refer- 
red the  resolution  relative  to  the  Georgia  claims 
for  militia  services  rendered  in  1792,  3,  and  4, 
made  a report  accompanied  by  the  foliowdng  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  instructed 
to  report  a bill  appropriating  129,175  dollars  and  66  cents, in  ful! 
discharge  of  the  militia  claims  of  Georgia. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
repairing  the  national  road  from  Cumberland  to 
the  Ohio  river,  was  also  read  the  third  time,  and, 
the  question  whether  it  should  pass,  being  about 
to  be  put, 

Mr  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  then  rose,  and  in  an  argu- 
ment of  about  an  hour,  submitted  his  views  of  the 
inexpediency  ami  unconstiuit ionulity,  not  onlv  of 
this  bill,  but  also  of  the  exercise  by  the  general 
government  of  the  power  to  make  internal  improve- 
ments at  ail  ill  the  slates;  of  the  impolicy  and  un- 
constitutionality  of  dep.irting  from  the  exercise  of 
erxpress  and  rightful  powers,  to  ex  rcise  concur 
rent  powers;  the  advantage  and  necessity  of  ad- 
heri-ig  to  the  true  fine  of  dem.ircatio.i  between  the 
powens  of  the  federal  unci  stale  gov^-riiments;  his 
opinions  as  to  tue  manner  by  wldch  ti  nt  fine  was 
to  be  ascertained,  atid  where  it  exists,  Sec,  &c. 


•Mr  Talbot,  of  Ke.Aucky,  replied  to  Mr.  Taylor, 
at  considerable  length— controverting  and  arguing 
against  all  his  leading  opinions;  defending  the 
consiitutionality  of  the  power  to  make,  and  the 
j public  advantages  of,  internal  improvements;  urg- 
j ing  the  particular  value  and  ulihlyjto  the  union  ajt 
I hiige,  ot  the  ri>ad  in  question,  the  necessity  of 
I preserving  it,  &c. 

j \.fter  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mar)^- 
j land,  Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Van  Buren — the  question 
j Was  taken  b\  yeas  and  nays  and  decided  as  follows: 

I YKAS -Messrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Boardman,  Brown,  of  LoU. 
j Brown,  of  Ohio,  D’Wolf,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Holmes,  of  -Me. 

1 liolines,  of  jMiss.  Juhnsoii,  of  Km.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  Knight,  Lan- 
j roan.  Parrott,  Rugglcs,  Seymour,  ''Uiith,  of  Md,  Stokes,  Talbot. 

! Taylor, of  Indiana,  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Wiliianis,  of 
Miss.  W’iliiams,  of  'IVnn.— '26. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Chandler,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Lloyd,  of  Mass. 
Lowrie,  Macon,  Mills,  Smith,  ofS.  C.  Taylor,  of  Va.— 9. 

I he  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
house  of  representatives  for  concurrence,  and 

Tlie  senate  a-qourned 

January  8.  Mr.  Elliott,  of  Geo.  appeared  this  day, 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Rodney,  on  Mon- 
day, instructing  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  a bounty 
to  the  public  armed  vessels  and  private  armed  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  for  prisoners  captured 
and  tlu-  guns  taken  by  them  in  any  piratical  vessel, 
was  read  for  consideration. 

Mr.  II.  supported  his  proposition  in  a speech  of 
some  length,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

'I'he  bill  to  allow  a drawback  on  cordage  manu- 
factured from  foreign  hemp,  was  again  taken  up — 
after  inuch  debate, 

The  question  was  t-aken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  en- 
grossing the  bill  and  reading  it  a third  time,  and  was 
iiegaiivcil,  by  the  following  vote: 

YE.tS.— Messrs.  Boardman,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Holmes  of 
Maine,  Kmght,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Mills,  Morril,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Ruggles,  Seymour,  Smith,  of  Md.  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke, 

N.\YS  — :Uessrs.  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  of  Ohio,  Dickerson, 
Edwards,  Findlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Johnson,  of  Ken. 
Johnson,  ot  Lou.  King,  of  Alab.  Lowrie,  Macon,  Kodney,  Smith, 
ot'S.  C.  Southard,  Stokes,  Taliiot,  Taylor,  of  Indiana.  Taylor,  ot 
\a.  Phomas,  V/are,  \\  illiams,  of  Miss.  V/illiatns,  of  Teaa.— 2^. 

So  tiie  bill  was  i ejected;  and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

nOTJSE  OF  nEPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  Jan,  2.  'flie  following  resolullon,  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Woodson,  of  Ky.  was,  on  motion,  or- 
dered to  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  be  printed: 

Whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  the  representatives  of  this  nation,  to 
promote,  to  (he  extent  of  their  zeal  and  abilities,  the  best  interests, 
the  highest  destinies  of  their  country;  and  it  is  believed  that  notli- 
ing  would  c->nlrioute  more  essentially  to  the  accomplUliment  of 
those  great  objects,  than  interna!  improvements,  by  means  of  ar- 
tificial roads  and  canals,  which,  when  completed,  would  serve  as 
a bond  of  union,  keep  the  chain  of  confederacy  forever  bright,  en- 
hance our  interna!  and  external  commerce,  hy  affording  increased 
facilities  to  tra.isporlation,  and  a const-queiit  reduction  in  the 
price  of  foreign  articles;  give  a new  impulse  to  industry  in  our 
customary  pursuits,  and  multiply  and  present  additional  objects 
I for  the  useful  a»id  productive  employment  of  our  citizens;  increase 
their  ability  to  consume,  and,  with  the  progressive  value  ,of  our 
public  domains,  produce  a corresponding  accession  to  our  revenue, 
operate  as  a powerful  auxiliary  to  the  full  developerrent  of  our 
dormant  resourct  s,  by  exr,  nding  the  means  of  int-rnal  intercourse, 
anti  exchange  of  the  productions,  raw  n.'sterials.and  maiiufaeiured 
articles  of  the  dilF.-reut  s.  ctious  of  the  union;  tend  to  assimilate 
our  habits,  ilittus-  our  kiiowu'dg-,  miiltipl}’  kindred  ties  ot  the 
dearest  nattire,  drawing  around  our  hearts  more  closely  the  chord 
ot  sympathy  and  national  feeiing:  promote  true  economy  b>  the 
most  ad vautagi  oils  :nv,.-.tment  o!  the  public  fuods  leaving  tUinal 
traces  of  ibeir  exurudirure;  adding  to  the  strength  and  durability 
I of  the  goverrmienr.  uy  enabling  it  t->  coticentratc.  with  Certainty, 
j econoniy,  and  dispatch,  its  lorccs,  either  to  chastise  a daring  itiva- 
I der,  or  quell  misguided  civil  tiiiouit;  and.  co-oberaiing  with  aju- 
I dieions  s) stem  for  t.he  eucoii.ag^-.nciit  and  proti-ction  of  the  'kill 
I aad  industry  of  our  citizens,  from  the  counteracting  and  tiestruc- 
I tivi;  policy  of  foreign  goveriiments, render  us  completely  iudepen- 
I aent,  prosperous,  and  happy:  Therernre. 

I Rcsolvea.  I'hat  it  U exiiedient  and  proper  that  the  general  gov- 
I cninient  should  interpxosc  iu  the  accomplishment,  or  at  least  render 
1 its  aid  in  promotiiig  the  whole,  or  some  portion  of  the  fol!«w&ig 
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greatobjectsof  internal  improvement;  A canal, or  canals,  through  ; neral  government  to  extend  and  perfeC'  a system 
^eisthmus  of  Barnstable;  that  part  of  New  Jmey  which  extends  defence  by  fortificat  ons,  highlv  useful  in  Otlter 
from  the  Baritan  to  the  Delawarr;  the  Peninsula  between  the  | J 

Delaware  ami  the  Chesapeake  and  the  tract  of  country  which  di- | p'^^ces,  and  essei  tially  nec«'Ssary  to  the  waters  ct 


Tides  the  Chesapeake  from  Albermarle  sound.  Also,  a canal  from 
lake  Erie,  or  its  waters,  to  the  Ohio  river.or  some  one  of  its  tributary 
streams,  and  around  the  falls  of  Ohio;  together  with  artiheial  roads. 


the  Ciiesapeake  and  its  tributary  rivers. 

And,  whereas,  from  the  relative  position  of  this 


three  of  the  great  western  rivers,  the  Allegany,  Kenhawa,  and  j State,  a nd  tIU'Se  Vast  SOtirc.-'S  of  S’lccessfu  I enterprize 

Tennessee,  to  the  nearest  corresponding  Atlantic  rivers,  the  Sus-  j and  wealth,  the  rivers  Potomac  and  Susntu-Uannah, 

quehannah,  or  Juniata,  James  river,  and  either  the  Santee  or  ba*  I n _ i . ^c-  i * . 

vannah. 

And  that  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals  he  instructed  to  re* 


as  well  as  from  the  relation  of  < ur  largi  st  city  to  ar 
extensive  district  of  inland  c untrv,  it  is  of  the  ut- 


port  a bill,  or  bills,  in  conformity  to  the  foregoing  resolution;  em- 1 importance  ’4  o onr  citizens  that  a system  of  in 

bracing  the  whole,  or  any  portion  of  the  specified  objects,  as  to  , i ii  i i i 


y p, 

them  may  seem  most  expedient. 

Fridot/^Jan.  3.  Mr.  from  the  committee 

of  claims,  reported  a bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for 
the  prompt  settlement  of  accounts. 

Mr.  a delegate  from  Florida,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Kent  reported  a bill  for  the  divorcement  of 
a certain  man  and  his  wife,  in  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  following  resolutions  of 
the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Maryland: 

Whereas,  the  state  of  Maryland  is,  in  a peculiar 
degree,  depedent  on  that  aid  and  protection,  to  se 
cure  which  was  the  great  ob  ject  of  the  confedera- 


ternal  improvement  shall  be  vigorously  pursued: 
Tlierefore,  we  do  fnrther 

Resolve^  That  we  will  highly,  approbate,  and 
zealously  co  operate  witi)  the  general  government, 
in  the  adoption  jjf  such  measures  as  will  afford  our 
country  the  facilities  and  advantages  which  nature 
has  placed  in  our  controiil,  and  which  a wise  policy 
should  induce  us  to  i.nprove. 

Resolved^  That  a copy  of  the  foregoing  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  be  forwarded  by  the  executive 
to  each  of  our  senators  and  representative's  in  con- 
gress, with  a request  that  they  will  co  operate  in 
the  promotion  of  the  measures  which,  in  the  sense 
of  the  legislature,  are  best  calculated  for  the  in- 


state. By  order: 

WILLIAM  KILTY,  Clerk. 

The  resolutions  were  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed — not  without  objection, 
however,  on  the  ground  of  the  informality  of  tlie 
manner  in  which  the  resolves  were  brought  before 
the  house,  being  abstract  resolutions,  not  addressed 
to  this  house. 

Mr.  Campbell  offered  a resolution,  which  was 
agreed  to,  to  institute  an  inquiry,  by  the  committee 
of  accounts,  about  the  slate  of  the  contingent  funds 
of  the  house. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Barslo-w^xt  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructed  to 
inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying  or  repealing  the  laws, 


providing  for  the  allowance  of  salvage  on  all  vessels  and  goods  be- 
longing to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  when  re-captured 
public  ships  in  time  of  peace. 


tion  of  these  United  States,  and  especially  is  expos  j terest  of  the  union  at  large,  and  especially  of  the 
ed,  from  its  vast  extent  of  navigable  waters,  and  the  ~ 

geographical  position  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to 
the  attacks  of  a maritime  enemy,  who,  as  has  been 
demonstrated  by  the  events  of  the  late  war,  can 
harass  our  citizens,  plunder  and  destroy  our  pro 
perty,  possess  themselves  of  our  territory,  and  pre- 
vent our  necessary  transactions,  as  far  as  a large  pro 
portion  of  our  citzens  are  affected:  And  where  *s  ex 
emption  from  such  danger,  to  the  lives  and  expo- 
sure of  the  fortunes  of  our  citizens,  can  only  be  se 
cured  to  us  by  the  liberal  application  of  those 
means  which  the  good  people  of  the  United  States 
have  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  government 
of  the  union,  for  the  common  defence  and  the  g<me- 
ral  welfare,  and  it  is  not  only  the  soundest  policy, 
but  the  best  dictate  of  prudent  economy,  to  use 
the  period  when  a general  peace  and  the  ordinary 
resources  of  our  country  afford  opportunity  to  the 
government  to  provide  for  the  defects  in  our  system, 
which  a state  of  war  has  disclosed,  and  to  be  pre- 
pared against  a recurrence  of  injuries  which  may  be 
repeated  at  a moment,  impossible,  by  any  political 
calculation,  to  be  anticipated: 

And  whereas  it  is,  at  all  times,  the  duty  of  the 
citizens  of  a free  government  to  deliberate  on  the 
policy  and  measures  of  those  to  whom  they  have 
confided  the  administration  of  their  political  con- 
cerns; and  on  occasions  when  contrariety  of  opinion 
is  entertained  on  matters  vitally  affecting  their  best 
interests,  to  express  their  sentiments  with  candor 
and  firmness: 

W e,  the  members  of  the  senate  and  house  of  dele- 
gates, acting  as  the  representatives  of  the  people 
of  Maryland,  and  influenced  by  a belief  that  it  is 
highly  expedient,  in  the  present  situation  of  our 
political  concerns,  to  announce  the  opinions  and 
wishes  of  tee  people  of  this  state,  in  relation  to  such 
measures  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
as  have  in  view  the  better  security  of  our  country 
against  the  approaches  of  a hostile  maritime  force; 
do,  therefore. 

Resolve^  That  we  cordially  approve  the  efforts 
of  the  general  government  to  foster  our  navy,  and 


The  bill  tp  confirm  the  title  to  certain  lots  in  the  " 
village  of  Peoria,  was  put  ©n  its  passage — and,  af- 
ter debate,  recommitted. 

After  attending  to  some  other  minor  matters,  the 
house  adjourned. 

[It  is  stated  that  the  whole  value  of  the  lots  in  the 
village  of  Peoria,  (about  which  so  much  time  has 
been  occupied),  is  less  than  1000  dollars— the  time 
consumed  in  debate  concerning  them,  has  already 
lost  the  people  several  thousands.  Such  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  organization  of  congress  in  the  decision 
of  questions  of  equity,  between  individuals  and  the 
government], 

Monday,  Jan.  6.  Messrs.  Rich,  of  Vermont,  and 
Hamilton  of  South  Carolina,  appeared  this  day. 

Mr.  Hemphill  presented  a petition  from  the  board 
of  manufactures  of  Pennsylvania  similar  to  that  no- 
ticed in  the  proceedings  of  the  senate. 

Mr.  McLane  reported  a bill  for  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  Indian  title  to  certain  reserves  of  land 
within  the  state  of  Georgia.  It  appropriates  50,000 
dollars  for  the  purpose. 

The  resolution  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr.  Rankin, 
on  the  3d  instant,  calling  on  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  for  information  in  relation  to  the 
cause  a progressive  increase  of  this  means  of  de- 1 number  and  locality  of  the  salt  springs,  lead  and 
fence,  which  experience  has  taught  us  to  regard  as;  copper  mines,  in  any  of  the  states  or  territories  ot 
necessary  to  our  protection,  and  to  the  maintenance  i the  United  States,  the  exclusive  property  of  the 
of  that  high  and  dignified  character  which  has  ex-  government,  the  quantity,  and  the  terms  on  which' 
alted  our  country  amongst  the  nations  of  the  earth;  they  are  leased  or  rented  out,  with  the  amount  re- 
that  we  cordially  approve  of  every  effort  of  the  ge-  { ceived  for  the  same,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 
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Mr../?.  Smyth,  of  Va.  offered  the  following  joint 

resolution:  ^ ,r  ^ 

Retolvedby  the  senate  and  ho%se  of  representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,  two  thirds  of  both  houses 
concurring,  That  the  followini;  amemlment  to  the  conilitution  of 
the  United  State*  be  proposed  to  the  lej;islatures  of  the  »everal 
state*,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three-fourths  of 
the  states,  shall  ‘be  valid,  to  all  intent*  and  purposes,  as  part  of 
the  said  constitution:  ^ j 

No  elector  of  president  and  vice  president  shall  be  nominated 
or  appointed  by  the  president  elected,  to  any  office,  appointment, 
or  place,  whatsoever:  .... 

When  the  house  of  representatives  shall  choose  a president,  no 
person  who  shall  have  been  a member  at  the  time  of  making  the 
choice  shall  he  nominated  or  appointed,  by  the  president  so  shosen, 
to  any  olfice.  appointment,  or  place,  whatsoever: 

When  the  senate  shall  choose  the  vice  president,  no  person  who 
shall  have  been  a member  of  the  senate  at  the  time  of  makiUK  the 
choice,  shall  be  nominated  or  appointed,  by  the  vice  president,  art- 
ing  as  president,  to  any  office,  appointnient  or|  place,  whatsoevai : 

iMiisresolution  was  read  and  ordered  to  he  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which,  by  the  rules  of  the  house,  of 
ccursf*,  lies  one  dav: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  directed  to  coir- 
inuiiicate  to  this  house  sucli  information  as  the  department  over 
wIikIi  he  presides  affords  relative  to  a loan  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  made  to  Scott,  Thornton,  and  White,  late  city  commis- 
sioners, iiarticularly  the  time  when,  and  the  authority  under  which 
said  loan  was  made,  the  conditions  that  were  to  have  been  per-  | 
formed,  and  the  accountahilitv  secured;  how  far  the  same  has  been 
complied  with,  and  the  difficulties  (if  any)  that  exist  in  a settle- , 
ment  of  the  transaction  with  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury.  | 

I tie  house  then,  oii  motion  ot  Mr,  Ftillevy  took  up 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  United  States’  naval  fra- 
ternal association. 

The  remainder  of  the  day’s  sitting  was  spent  in 
debate  upon  this  bill. 

[Speaking  of  this  debate,  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer  observes— The  house  of  representatives  found 
itself  yesterday  unexpectedly  engaged  in  a discus- 
sion of  the  nature,  limits,  and  extent  of  the  autho- 
rity of  congress  to  create  corporations.  The  de* 
bate  grew  out  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  United 
States  naval  fraternal  association.  ' 

It  will  be  readily  believed,  by  our  readers,  that 
the  bill  was  not  objected  to  because  of  any  de- 
merit  in  the  association  proposed  to  be  incorporat- 
ed, whose  object  is  to  establish  a fund,  from  peri- 
odical  contributions  of  the  officers,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  as  die  in  the 
service.  On  the  contrary,  the  object  of  the  bill  is 
calculated  to  win  the  favor  of  all  men,  and  almqst 
to  lead  the  judgment  captive  to  the  senses. 

The  bdl  was  opposed,  however,  on  two  grounds: 
first,  as  proposing  an  exercise  of  power  beyond  the 
authority  conferred  on  congress  by  the  constitution 
— and,  .secondly,  as  inexpedient,  for  reasons  apart 
from  its  present  and  ostensible  object. 

The  constitutional  views  of  the  question  embrac- 
ed several  points  of  considerable  importance,  which 
one  would  hardly  have  expected  to  be  accidentally 
touched  upon  in  the  debate  on  this  bill:  such,  for 
example,  as  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank  of  the 
U.  States,  and  the  merit  of  the  decision  by  the  su- 
preme court  in  the  case  of  Cohens  vs.  the  state  of 
Virginia. 

The  power  of  congress,  it  was  argued,  to  estab- 
lish corporations,  was  either  incidenial  to  an  ex- 
press power,  as  in  the  case  of  the  charter  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  or  it  was  local,  derived 
from  the  power  of  exclusive  legislation  over  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Under  the  former  power, 
this  bill  could  not  be  passed,  it  not  being  contend  | 
ed  that  it  was  necessary,  or  essential,  to  the  exer- 
cise of  any  of  the  powers  expressly  delegated  to 
congress.  The  power  of  local  legislation  in  this  | 
district,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued,  did  not  | 
authorize  congress  to  legislate  unless  upon  subjects  j 
peculiar  to  the  district,  and  in  no  manner  operat- 1 


ing  beyond  its  limits.  This  bill  proposes  to  cstab- 
lish  a corporation  here,  it  was  said,  but  it  is  to  have 
effect  on  the  naval  officers  and  on  the  courts  of 
law  every  where,  and,  it  was  argued,  is  not  there- 
fore  constitutional.  These  arguments  were  repel- 
led by  opposite  suggestions,  urged  with  a confi- 
dence and  zeal  equal  to  that  of  the  opponents  of 
the  bill. 

Our  object  being  only  to  give  to  our  readers 
some  idea  of  the  tendency  of  the  questions  brought 
into  discussion,  we  do  not  pretend  to  exactness  in 
stating  the  argument. 

The  arguments  against  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
of  expediency,  were,  the  general  danger  of  mono- 
polies or  priviliged  classes;  the  particular  danger  of 
incorporating  the  navy  or  any  class  of  it;  or  the 
army  or  any  class  of  it;  and  the  probability  that  this 
association  would  injuriously  affect  the  discipline 
of  the  navy,  by  the  election  of  subordinate  officers 
to  the  higher  offices  of  the  association.  These  ob- 
jections were  met  with  the  same  decision  with 
which  they  were  advanced,  and 

The  question  remains  in  suspense. 

Of  several  questions  of  constitutional  and  com- 
mon  law,  raised  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  we 
do  not  pretend  here  to  give  any  account.] 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  com- 
municating information  requested  by  sundry  reso- 
lutions of  the  house — which  shall  be  inserted  as 
thought  necessary,  and  at  length. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  7.  Mr.  Sa^vyer^  of  N.  C.  appeared 
this  day. 

The  rule  of  the  house  this  day  took  effect,  which 
limits  the  presentation  of  petitions,  after  thirty 
days  from  the  commencement  of  the  session,  to 
Mondays.  No  petition  of  course  was  presented 
this  day. 

A great  deal  of  local  business  was  attended  to, 
and  Mr.  resolution,  submitted  yesterday,  was 

agreed  to. 

Tlie  joint  resolution  of  Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Va.  pro- 
posing several  amendments  to  the  constitution,  to 
disqualify  for  holding  office  all  persons  who  shall 
be  members  of  the  house  of  representatives,  at 
the  time  of  an  election  of  president  ot  the  United 
States,  &c.  was  read  a second  time. 

After  a speech  of  some  length  from  Mr.  Smyth, 
the  resolution  was  committed  to  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union. 

The  speaker  then  laid  before  the  house  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  the  post-master  general. 

General  post-ojfce,  Jan.  7th,  1823. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives,  passed  the  31st  of  December,  re- 
lating to  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Cumber- 
land  road,  the  obstacles,  (existing),  to  the  sate  and 
speedy  transportation  of  the  United  States’  mail  on 
said  road,  and  what  effiect  they  may  have,  (if  not 
removed),  on  tlie  expenditure  of  the  post-office 
department;  I have  the  honor  to  communicate,  that, 
in  the  month  of  November  last,  I passed  over  the 
whole  of  that  road,  and,  travelling  only  by  day 
light,  was  enabled  to  observe  its  state  and  condi- 
tion. which  I attentively  did- 

The  western,  (being  the  nev/est),  part  of  the 
road,  is  in  a ruinous  state,  and  becoming  rapidly 
impaired. 

in  some  places  the  bed  of  the  road  is  cut  through 
by  wheels,  making  cavities  whiqh  continually  in- 
crease and  retain  water,  which,  hy  softening  the 
road,  contribute  to  the  enlargement  of  the  cavities; 
In  others,  tlie  road  is  much  injured,  by  the  sliding 
vdown  of  earth  and  rocks  from  the  elevated  hills, 
and  by  the  falling  off  of  parts  of  the  road  down 
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sleep  and  precipitous  declivities  of  several  hundred 
feet;  so  much  abridging  the  width  of  the  road,  that 
two  carriages  cannot  pass  each  ntl^er. 
r Obstacles  do  really  exist  to  the  safe  and  speedy 
transportation  of  the  United  States’  mail  upon  that 
road.  The  mail  contractors  have  somi.times  been 
necessitated  to  remove  them,  before  the  mail  could 
pass  on;  and  such  delay  produced,  that  tlie  mail 
stages  have,  in  some  instances,  been  unable  to 
reach  their  point  of  arrival  m due  season  to  deli- 
ver over  the  mad,  and  consequently  producing  fail- 
ures. 

If  these  obstacles  are  suffered  to  exist  and  in- 
crease, the  great  western  mail  must  be  transported 
on  lengthier,  oblique,  and  circuitous  roads,  which 
will  retard  the  expedition  of  the  mail,  and  consi 
derably  enfiance  the  expenditure  of  the  post  office 
department. 

The  Cumberland  road,  so  interesting  to  the  na- 
tion, will,  (in  my  opinion,  formed  by  observations 
when  upon  it),  cease  to  be  useful,  unless  repaired. 
The  part  of  the  road  contiguous  to  Cumberland, 
and  the  oldest,  is  in  a tolerably  good  condition, 
because,  it  has  been  seasonably  and  jiidictonsly  re- 
paired; which  repair  was  true  economy  in  the  pre 
servation  of  the  road. 

I enclose  a h tter  from  J.  L.  Skinner,  esq.  an  in- 
telligent and  practical  gentleman,  on  the  subject  of 
that  road;  also,  another  from  George  Dowson,  esq 
a gentleman  of  much  respectability  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  very  respectfully.  Your  most  obedient 
servant,  KE  TURN  J.  MEIGS,  Jr. 

Hon.  Philip  P .Barbour ^ 

Speaker  o f the  house  o f representatives. 

The  letter  was  read,  and,  with  the  enclosures, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MticheWs  resolution,  about  surgeons  in  the 
navy,  was  agreed  to. 

Certain  reports  being  received — 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bill  making  a partial  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  government,  and,  no  objection 
being  made  to  it,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross 
ed  and  read  a tiiird  time.  [Afterwards  read  a third 
time  and  passed.] 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  United  States  naval  frater- 
nal association. 

Tbe  debate  on  this  subject  occupied  the  remain 
der  of  the  day — the  speakers  were,  for  the  bill, 
Messrs.  PVright  and  Peed — against  it,  Messrs.  Ar- 
cher,  IVoodf  and  Coldcn. 

Wednesday^  Jan.  8.  Mr.  M'Kim,  elected  in  tiie 
place  of  Mr.  S.  Smith,  of  Md.  appeared,  was  quali 
iied  and  took  his  seat. 

A great  many  propositions  were  submitted,  not 
necessary  to  be  noticed  by  us  just  now.  The  bill 
to  appoint  an  additional  judge  in  the  territory  of 
Michigan  was  passed. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  in  a debate  on  tbe 
bill  concerning  the  “Naval  Fraternal  Association.” 
Me.ssrs.  McLane^  Hemphill  and  Fuller  supported, 
and  Messrs.  Williamsyoi  N.  C.  Forward,  and  Wood, 
spoke  against  it,  on  constitutional  grounds.  At  last, 

The  question  recurring  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill  for  a third  reading,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
taken  as  follows: 

YKAS. — Messrs.  Allen, ofMas.  Barstow,  Bayties,  Bayly,  Bigelow, 
Brown,  Burrows.  Cambreleng,  Carter,  Cassedy.  Condict,  Cook, 
Cushman.  Cutbbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  Dickinson,  Durfee,  Dwight. 
Eddy,  Edwards,  of  Con.  Edwards,  of  Penn.  Farrelly,  Findlay, 
Fuller,  Gorham,  Hamilton,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hill,  Ho  lart, 
Hcdcombe,  Ingham,  J.  S.  Johnson,  Keyes,  Lathrop,  Little,  McCar- 


ty, McKim.  MeSlirrry,  Mattocks,  Mercer.  Moore,  of  Va.  Neale, 
Nelson,  of  Mass.  PitduT,  Pl'inn  r.  of  N H Plum  r.of  Pen.  Ueed, 
of  Mass.  Reid,  «it  Geo.  Rogers.  ».uggles.  Russ,  St  Wing  of  N.  Y. 
.1.  Stephenson.  Swan,  Tsttnall.  Taylor,  Tod,  Van  Rensselaer,  War- 
field.  White.  Willia  usoii  — 

NAYS.-Messi-.s.  Abbot.  Alexander.  All.-n,  Ter.,  \rcher.  B rber, 
of  Con  Bnrh.  r,  of  O B issett,  H .t  man.  Blackle.lg,-.  1}  „1 -ml  Bu- 
chanaii.  Burton.  Biitl  r.  ('ami>b-ll.  N Y.  (’ami  b li  o(  O •.non. 
Chambers,  Cocke,  Conkling,  Crafts,  Crm'.np.De'  i'<oii.  K-l-' .ip’s  of 
N.  C.  Kiistis,  F oyd.  Foil  st.  Forwanl,  Garnett.  Gehhard  (i  inicr, 
Govaii,  Gross,  Hardin,  Harv-y,  Hat  ris,  Hawks.  Hu"  aid,. 1 ikon. 
Jennings,  F.  Johiis.m,  J.  I'.  Joi  iisoii.  Jo:i«  s,  Va-  Ke..t,  Kirki  .'ul, 
Leftwldi, Lincoln,  Liidifield.  McC  .y.  McNeill,  M.itlatk,  .Mat>on. 
.Metcalfe,  Mitchell,  ol  Pa.  .Morgan.  Murray,  Xolson.  of  Va  P.at- r. 
soti,  of  N.  Y.  Patterson, of  Pm  Piiillips,  Pi-rson,  Kandidjih.  Iti  ed- 
of  Md  Rhea,  Rich.  Rodn-sr’ r,  Rodney,  Ross.  Russ-11.  .Sai..l>  r.s. 
Sloane,  Arthur  Smith,  Al  \.ind  r Soiyth,  W.  Smith,  A.  Sfei  e son, 
Stoddard,  Thoiiipsoii,  Toinlinson,  Fracy,  Trimble,  Tucker,  of  V«. 
Tucker,  of  S.  C.  Udree,  Upham,  Vance.  Van  Wyck.  Walworth. 
Whipple,  Williams,  of  Va.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Wilson,  Wood. 
AVoodson.— 9:^. 

So  ilie  Dili  was  rejected.  After  which  the  house 
adjourned. 

TiicHSp.Av’s  rnot'F.timxos— -JAN.  9,  1823. 

The  senate  wa.s  cliieHy  employed  this  day  on  the 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt.  Various 
amendments  were  submitted,  which  were  ordered 
to  be  printed,  &c. 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  a petition  fur  the 
relief  of  Mrs.  Denny,  widow  of  Jas.  Denny,  late 
gunner  of  the  Alligator,  and  killed  when  lieut  Al- 
len fell,  vvas  refered  to  the  naval  committe<2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eustis,  it  was 

Fesolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any  legislative  provision  is  necessary  to  effect  a final 
adjustnient  of  the  accountsof  Danitl  D.  Tompkins,  esqr.  relative 
to  advances  made  to,  and  disbursements  made  by,  him  during 
the  late  war. 

Mr.  Tod,  from  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
reported  “A  bdl  for  the  more  effectual  encour.'ige- 
ment  and  protection  of  certain  domestic  manufac- 
tures:” which  was  twice  read  and  committed.  [Par- 
ticulars in  our  next] 

Much  time  was  spent  on  the  bill  to  appropriate^ 
a certain  quantity  of  land  to  defray  the  charge  of 
laying  out  and  making  a road  from  the  Miami  of 
Jake  Erie,  to  the  Connecticut  Reserve 

After  debate,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a third  time  to-morrow,  by  yeas  and  nays 
yeas  130,  nays  21. 

Several  reports  were  received,  which  shall  be 
noticed  hereafter. 

’I'he  engrossed  bill  “to  conffrm  certain  claims  to 
lots  in  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,” 
was  read  a linni  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate 
for  concurrence. 

A bill  from  the  senate,  ‘'.appropriating  money 
for  the  purpo.se  of  repairing  tlie  national  road,  f rom 
Cumberland  to  Wheeling,”  vvas  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  on  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  disciplining  the  militia.  Nothing  decided- 
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Hied,  at  Canandiagua,  N.  Y.  on  tbe  31st  wit. 
Gideon  Granger,  esq.  formerly  postmaster  general 
of  the  United  States. 

JSTe'iv-York.  Stephen  Allen,  esq.  has  been  elected 
mayor  of  the  city  of  New-York. 

'1’nE  MAILS  from  'I’ennessee,  liave  been  oftentimes 
pilfered  of  late.  A gentlemen  of  that  state  writing 
to  the  editor,  endorsed  his  letter  w'^ith  these  words 
— “JVb  money  in  this,  andneed  not  be  openedP 

Brazil.  Five  American  seamen  have  been  re- 
leased at  Rio  Janeiro,  through  the  exertio  is  of  C.- 
Raguet,  esq,  our  consul  there,  after  having  been 
confined  twenty  two  months  in  » prison  sliip. 


PUIXTEB  BY  WILLIAM  OQJIKX  MTLK.S,  AT  THIS  TRlirKLIN  PRESS,  WATEH-ST?* 5HT,  EAST  OE  SOUTH- STREET, 


NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTER. 

Niw  81HI18.  No.20  XI.]  RALTIMORE,  JAN.  18,  1823.  [No.20— Vor.  XXIII.  Whole  No.  592 

THK  rA‘T-THb  mFSENT  -FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

EniTFD  AMn  r!’ULISHKI>  RY  H MLES,  AT  $5  PF.ll  A'C'.U.M,  PATAHt,?-  IN  AMVANCK. 


g;^It  is  not  often  that  we  have  the  pleasure  to 
present  an  essay  so  important  as  that  of  our  corres 
pondent  in  this  paper,  on  “revenue  and  ad 

valorem  goods  ” It  will  claim  the  atteirtion  and, 
perhaps,  surprise  many  thinking’  pcrson.s. 

d^The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  on  manu- 
facturers,  with  a view  to  the  encouragement  of  do- 1 
inestic  industry,  is  given  in  the  present  sheet.  ^\’e  j 
shall  oiler  some  general  remarks  on  the  subject  in 
our  next. 

(I^j’The  latest  intelligence  from  Europe,  noticed 
below,  gives  us  reason  to  expect  that  a war  will 
break  out  between  i' ranee  and  Spain,  thougli  the 
facts  that  belong  to  the  afi'air  are  not  spread  befpre 
us  in  an  authentic  form.  It  is  stated  tiiat  letters 
have  been  received  from  Paris  asserting  that,  in 
the  event  supposed.  Great  Rritain  has  agreed  to 
supply  Spain  with  money,  for  which  she  is  to  re- 
ceive a sort  of  a mortgage  on  Cuba.  It  is  rumored 
that  there  are  certain  persons  from  that  island  now 
in  the  United  States,  to  sound  our  government  as  to 
the  course  which  it  would  pursue,  provided  that 
Cuba  should  be  declared  independent.  We  give 
these  things  as  mere  rumors.  The  independence 
of  the  island  has  long  been  a favorite  project  with 
many  of  its  inhabitants. 

Constitution  of  the  U.  S.  TJie  proposition  j 
submitted  by  the  senate  to  amend  the  constitution  j 
of  the  United  States,  as  to  the  election  of  president, 
which  lias  for  its  purpose  to  lessen  the  chance  of  a 
selection  by  the  house  of  representatives,  appears 
to  be  worthy  of  great  consideration.  See  page  31?”, 

iM.niGRATioN.  We  have  several  times  endeavor- 
ed to  impress  it  on  the  minds  of  our  readers,  that 
the  amount  of  foreigners  arriving  in  the  United 
States  was  greatly  over-rated.  It  appears  from  aa 
official  statement,  laid  before  congress,  that  the 
whole  amount  of  passengers  who  arrived  in  the 
United  States,  from  foreign  places,  during  the  year 
that  ended  on  the  30th  Sept,  last,  was  only  8482— 
of  whom  5241  were  males  and  1136  females,  the 
sex  of  the  remainder  not  being  reported  to  the 
department  of  state.  This  total  includes  ail  the 
citizens  of  the  U.  S.  returning  from  visits  to  foreign 
countries.  A good  many  foreigners,  however,  reach 
our  country  via  the  St.  Lawrence,  who  ao  not 
come  into  this  aggregate. 

The  western  waters.  No  less  than  seveti  steam 
boats  are  prepared,  or  preparing,  to  start  from 
Pittsburg,  early  in  the  spring,  to  ply  between  that 
place  and  St.  Louis,  Nashville,  New  Orleans,  kc. 
regularly.  They  are  amply  fitted  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  passengers  and  merchandise  or  goods,  of 
all  sorts,  and  will  depart  and  arrive  in  succession, 
so  as  to  afford  the  greatest  possible  facility  to  trans- ' 
I^ortation,  wherever  the  river  will  admit  of  it.  The 
land  carriage  to  Pittsburg  is  now  very  moderate. 

The  navt  list.  It  is  said  that  one  hundred  offi- 
cers, one  eighth  of  the  list,  have  resigned  or  died 
during  the  last  year, 
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I'hk  navy.  An  able  writer  in  the  Richmond 
“Enquirer,”  deprecates  the  practice  of  the  com- 
manders of  our  ships  in  receiving  freights  for  the 
transportation  of  money— and  savs,  “To  pass  over 
other  instances,  f have  it  from  good  authority,  that 
captain  Downes,  whilst  he  commanded  the  Macedo- 
nian in  the  Pacific  ocean,  realized,  by  this  means, 
upwards  of  fifty  five  thousand  dollars;  and  by  the 
report  of  persons  who  have  lately  left  our  squadron 
in  that  sea,  captain  Stewart  is  in  a fair  way  of 
pocketing  a still  larger  sum.” 

Me  thinks,  and  we  believe  justly,  that  the  public 
service  may  be  neglected  when  such  temptations 
are  held  out;  observing  that  an  officer  “may  go  tc 
Valparaiso  when  it  would  be  better  to  be  at  Callao, 
or  he  may  be  coasting  the  gulf  of  Guayaquil,  when 
tlie  protection  of  our  trade  or  some  other  great  pub- 
lic interest,  requires  him  to  be  in  the  bay  of  Pana- 
ma,” kc.  and,  after  making  some  remarks  on  the 
practice  of  Hriti.sh  officers  in  this  respect,  he  refers 
to  certain  law  decisions  to  shew  that  such  proceed- 
ings are  illegal.  Indeed,  it  seems  undoubtedly 
riglit  that  public  ships  should  not  be  used  for  pri- 
vate purposes. 

Nominations.  It  is  stated  that  the  members  of 
the  legislature  of  Illinois,  have  accorded  with  those 
of  Kentucky  and  aiissouri,  in  nominating  Mr.  Clay, 
as  a suitable  person  to  succeed  Mr.  Monroe  in  the 
presidency  of  the  United  States. 

P.  S.  And  so  has  the  legislature  of  Ohio — SO 
votes  to  7.  Mr.  Clinton  had  5,  Mr.  Adams  1,  and 
Mr.  Calhoun  1. 

Illiberality.  The  following  speech  has  been 
extensively  published  in  the  papers  as  something  to 
be  laughed  at — and  is  said  to  have  been  delivered 
in  the  house  of  representatives  of  Pennsylvania: 

“Mr.  Sbeaker — My  Kolleck’s*  come,  und  I dink 
“ he  ought  to  betfc/iwore.” 

Now— what  of  all  this.i*  Suppose  the  most  flip- 
pant couniy-court  lawyer  in  congress,  (who  had  not 
regularly  learned  the  German  language],  were  re- 
quired to  address  Mr.  Speaker  in  that  language— 
what  sort  of  stuff  would  he  make  of  it?  The  tables 
would  be  turned,  and  the  Germans  have  the  laugh 
on  their  side.  

Protection  of  commerce.  The  audacity  of  the 
pirates  of  Cuba  has  raised  the  almost  universal  in- 
dignation of  the  American  people.  The  citizens 
of  the  town  of  Franklin,  on  the  Mi-'^souri,  and  those 
located  on  the  shores  of  the  bay  of  Massachusetts, 
have  a similar  feeling  on  the  subject — for  co.mmercb 
MUST  BE  protected.  Tlic  servicc  on  the  West  In- 
dia station  for  the  suppression  of  piracy,  has  al- 
ready cost  us  at  least  two  hundred  lives  and  a mil- 
lion of  dollars;  and  all  are  prepared  to  support  the 
commerce  of  the  country  at  every  hazard  and  at 
any  expense — to  employ  the  whole'  military  means 
of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose,  ifiiecessary 
—and  some  even  dream  of  a conquest  of  the 
island  of  Cuba,  that  our  ships  may  navigate  the 
Gulf  m safely!  And  the  fact  is,  so  great  is  the  pub- 
lic feeling  on  this  matter,  that  there  is  no  measure 
too  remote  to  be  entertained  to  accomplish  the  ob- 
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ject.  A war  with  Spain— a war  with  all  the  world, 
would  be  popular,  if  the  cause  of  it  could  be  laid 
ill  these  depredations  on  our  ships  and  property 
(It  sea;  and,  with  all  the  feeble  aid  that  I could  give, 
such  a war  should  be  supported,  that  our  commerce 
irnght  be  protected. 

13ut  why  should  not  persons  and  property  on  land 
be  also  supporledi’ — the  agriculturalists  and  manu 
faclurers,  the  free  laborers  of  the  nation,  many 
times  more  numerous  than  those  interested  in  ship- 
ping and  ships?  The  pirates  of  Cuba  may  have 
plundered  us  to  the  amount  of  a million  or  two — 
but  otlier  nations  are  depredating  on  us  to  the 
amount  of  many  millions,  without  observation;  what 
cLftVrence  is  it  to  any  one  whether  he  loses  proper- 
ty on  land  or  at  sea?  Do  not  all  men  know  that  cer- 
tain persons  associated  in  England,  and  subscribed 
large  sums  of  money,  to  put  down  the  rising  manu- 
factories of  the  United  States — and  how,  in  reality, 
was  their  conduct  different  from  that  of  the  piralesj 
save  that  they  did  not  commit  cold  actual  mur- 
der,  which  the  latter  have  been  guilty  of  in  some 
few  cases?  By  this  British  conspiracy,  the  property 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  was  depreciated 
more  in  value  than  the  captures  by  the  pirates 
would  amount  to  in  many  years.  Factories  and  im- 
provements, that  cost  from  150  to  200,000  dollars, 
were  sold,  by  forced  sales,  for  from  30  to  50,000 
dollars;  the  proprietors  were  beggared,  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  persons  cast  out  of  their  usual  means 
of  subsistence.  Yet  this  horrible  piracy — this  war 
against  property,  waged  by  foreigners,  was  submit- 
ted to  without  any  act  of  resistance  on  our  part. — 
Was  this  equitable?  Where  was  the  paternal  care 
of  the  government  and  the  deep  sympathy  of  the 
nation,  when  destruction  walked  forth  and  pene- 
trated all  parts  of  the  country,  reducing  the  weal- 
thy to  poverty,  those  that  were  happy  to  misery? 
What  act  was  passed  to  protect  the  American  peo- 
ple from  itiis  land  piracy?  There  was  none.  We 
were  left  to  do  as  well  as  we  could — matters  would 
“regulate  themselves,”  it  was  said,  and  the  cry  of 
distress  was  not  heeded.  Suppose  I should  now 
say,  let  the  ship  owners  regulate  themselves,  and 
make  the  best  bargain  with  the  pirates  of  Cuba  that 
they  can — what  would  the  let-us-alone-men  say  of 
me?  1 hey  would  say  that  I was  destitute  of  a na- 
tional feeling,  that  I had  not  one  spark  of  national 
honor,  &c.  Yet,  why  is  a conspiracy  to  rob  at  sea, 
worse  than  a conspiracy  to  rob  on  land? 

Military  glory,  as  the  phrase  is,  is  not  to  be  disre* 
garoed.  It  enters  into  the  moral  force,  if  it  does 
not  even  increase  the  physical  power  of  a nation, 
and  it  is  valuable  as  a preventive  of  wanton  attack: 
but  the  glory  of  that  sort  of  legislation  which  makes 
a weak  people  a strong  one,  or  a miserable  popula- 
tion a happy  one,  as  much  transcends  the  glory  of 
the  other,  as  the  light  of  the  sun  does  that  of  a 
candle.  The  one  is  solid, — lasting,— every  where 
felt;  the  other  is  artificial,  evanescent  and  partial 
Soldiers  may  easily  be  made  when  the  materiel  ex- 
ists; but  to  produce  the  materiel  is  a work  of  appli- 
cation and  time;  it  rests  upon  a prosperous  indus- 
try. Wretchedness  may  drag  persons  into  an  army, 
but  labor  must  support  them  when  there,  or  they 
will  certainly  perish  of  their  own  wants. 

I happen  to  'recollect  the  substance  of  what  is 
called  an  eastern  apologue,  which  seems  applicable 
to  the  present  occasion — it  is  after  this  manner: 
A sultan,  the  son  of  a mighty  warrior,  was  one 
evening  riding  out  with  his  vizier,  when  he  observed 
a couple  of  owls  seated  on  the  walls  of  a decayed 
house,  who  appeared  as  if  deeply  engaged  in  con- 
versation. The  prince,  jocularly,  expressed  a de- 


sire to  know  what  they  were  talking  about — and 
the  vizier,  affecting  a knowledge  of  their  language, 
promised  to  gratify  him.  So  be  quietly  approach- 
ed the  owls,  and  reported  to  his  master  that  they 
had  been  engaged  in  discussing  the  condition  of  a 
treaty  of  marriage  between  the  son  of  one  of  them 
and  the  daughter  of  the  other.  The  father  of  the 
young  male  owl  was  an  owl  of  much  consequence — 
a sort  ofovvl-king,  and  would  nnc  agree  to  tiie  match 
without  a -landsome  dower — demanding  the  pro- 
perty of  an  hundred  ruined  villages.  But  to  this 
the  other  objected — it  was  true,  he  possessed,  in 
his  own  riglit,  several  hundred  ruined  villages,  but 
he  had  many  children,  and  wished  to  portion 
them  all  alike.  See.  and  hence  it  resulted  tliat  they 
broke  off  the  match,  and  left  each  other  dissatisfied. 
The  young  sultan  pondered  deeply  on  these  things 
— he  had  seen  the  exhausted  and  ruined  state  of 
his  kingdom,  but  never  thouglit  of  its  cause  or  at- 
tempted to  do  away  the  effect.  He  resolved  to  at- 
tend to  business— he  promoted  agriculture,  encour- 
aged the  arts,  patronize  d learning — and  the  face  of 
the  country  soon  assumed  a different  appearance, 
under  a wise  administration  of  its  affairs.  In  about 
twenty  years  after  his  ascent  to  the  throne,  he  hap- 
pened again  to  be  riding  out  with  the  vizier  above 
alluded  to,  who  yet  maintained  his  post,  when  he 
saw  another  pair  of  owls.  This  called  to  his  mind, 
most  forcibly,  the  former  occurrence,  and,  for  the 
joke’s  sake,  he  again  directed  his  minister  to  ascer- 
tain what  subject  the  owls  were  discussing.  The 
old  statesman  yielded  to  the  direction,  and  report- 
ed to  his  sovereign,  that  the  matter  which  engag- 
ed the  attention  of  the  owls  was,  whether  the 
whole  race  ought  not  to  leave  the  kingdom  imme- 
diately, seeing  that  there  was  not  one  ruined  village 
remaining  for  a habitation,  in  consequence  of  the 
encouragement  given  to  industry  and  the  desire 
that  existed  in  the  sultan  for  the  preservation  of 
peace. 

There  is  a sort  of  ^^slip  s/iod  common  sense”  (as  a 
friend  in  New  York  would  say),  in  this  little  story, 
that  is  worth  a volume  of  speculation:  more  valua- 
ble than  a thousand  “state  papers”  each  of  forty 
times  its  length.  To  talk  is  one  thing — to  do  is 
another.  A man  might  talk  to  a field  for  a whole 
generation,  without  reaping  a good  crop  of  wheat 
from  it,  unless  he  manured  and  ploughed  the  land, 
and  planted  the  seed,  and  guarded  its  progress  to 
maturity. 

Perhaps,  as  1 have  before  observed,  there  is  no 
one  who  has  been  more  jealous  of  the  honor,  and 
more  zealous  to  promote  the  enlargement  of  the 
navy,  (to  a certain  extent),  than  myself.  I have 
ever  done  all  that  I could  to  make  it  a favorite  with 
the  people,  as  a powerful  means  of  the  general  de- 
fence— seeing  that  what  is  called  “the  world”  is 
constituted  as  it  is;  but  my  homely  opinion  is,  that 
the  erection  of  a new  iron  manufactory,  that  affords 
employment  to  one  hundred  men,  by  which  they 
earn  a subsistence  for  their  families,  or  the  estab- 
lishment of  a new  cotton  or  woollen  factory  that 
renders  five  or  six  hundred  unproductive  persons 
productive,  is  infinitely  more  advantageous  to  the 
U.  States,  than  the  fitting  out  and  manning  of  a ship 
of  the  line;  and  for  this  simple  reason— the  one 
converts  a body  of  consumers  into  a body  of  pro- 
ducers; the  other  makes  a body  of  consumers  out  of 
what  should  be  a body  of  producers.  An  hundred 
men  engaged  in  a manufactory  may  easily  create^ 
(including  the  value  of  the  capital  employed),  one 
dollar  each  per  day,  or,  in  all,  30,000  dollars  a year 
— but  an  hundred  men,  employed  in  a ship  of  the 
line,  will  cost  the  people  as  much;  and  so  the  dif- 
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ferent  modes  of  employment  amount  to  60,000  dol- 
lars a year  for,  in  the  one  case,  we  have  saved  that 
which*  would  Ire  spent  in  the  other,  according  to 
Franklin f who  said — 

“A  penny  sared  it  two  pence  clear. ** 

Government,  however,  may  be  called  a com- 
pound. It  necessarily  involves  expenses  for  the 
general  welfare:  but  its  continual  object  should 
be  to  enable  the  people  to  bear  these  expenses,  by 
the  support  and  encouragement  of  whatever  may 
profit  them  most.  The  man  who  raises  an  extra 
quantity  of  provisions  equal  to  the  support  of  a sol- 
dier, and  pays  that  amount  into  the  public  treasury, 
cannot  be  less  regarded  as  a benefactor  of  his  coun- 
try"  than  the  soldier  himself- -because,  without  that 
support,  the  soldier  would  soon  be  a non  combat- 
tant. 

liKLioioes  LIBEUTY,  The  senate  of  Maryland 
have  rejected  a bill  to  repeal  the  test  act  required 
by  the  constitution  of  the  state.  This  was  not  ex- 
pected. There  is,  however,  a bill  before  the  house 
of  delegates  that  has  special  regard  to  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  Jews— which,  it  is  thought,  will  pass 
both  branches  of  tlie  legislature. 

We  are  advised  that  the  report  delivered  to  the 
house  of  delegates  of  Maryland,  on  the  18th  ult. 
(see  jiage  261),  contains  an  error  of  some  conse- 
quence, in  saying  that  the  “only  constitution  which 
imposes  a restriction  in  any  degree  similar  to  that  of 
Maryland,  is  that  of  Massachusetts F It  was  so  in 
Massachusetts;  but,  by  the  late  alteration  of  the 
constitution,  it  was  abolished.  No  declaration  in  any 
system  of  religion  is  now  required  in  that  slate.  So 
Maryland  has  the  Aemor  of  standing  alone. 

A bill  is  before  the  house  of  representatives  of 
Pennsylvania  that  involves  some  very  important 
principles.  It  is  an  application  from  the  trustees 
of  St.  Mary’s  church,  in  Philadelphia,  for  an  altera- 
tion in  the  charter,  so  as  to  give  them  the  right  of 
electing  their  o-zim  pastor.'  it  seems  as  this  power  is 
now  claimed  by  the  bishop,  and  that  it  virtually 
rests  in  the  pope  at  Rome!  The  charter  was  fram- 
ed under  the  British  provincial  government;  Britain 
had  long  before  renounced  the  authority  or  in- 
fluence of  the  pope,  and  we,  by  our  revolution, 
shook  off  that  of  Britain— yet  we  should  appre- 
hend that,  if  a certain  decision  of  the  supreme  court 
is  correct,  the  charter  may  be  held  superior  to  the 
British  constitution  and  that  of  the  U States!  The 
Philadelphia  papers  teem  with  essays,  communica- 
tions ami  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  dispute 
about  the  property  of  this  church,  and  the  rights 
of  its  members,  &,c. 

An  article  in  the  Delaware  “Watchman”  says — 
“In  a trial,  in  the  court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  held 
at  New  Castle,  in  November  last,  of  a man  indicted 
lor  rape,  one  of  the  jury  empannelled,  was,  on  his  be- 
ing called,  challenged  by  the  attorney  general,  who 
proceeded  to  show  cause  for  the  challenge,  by 
propounding  to  him,  under  the  direction  of  the 
court,  the  following  questions,  and  requiring  his 
answers  thereto: 

Q.  1.  Do  you  believe  in  the  obligation  of  an  oath? 

A.  1.  An  honest  man,  to  speak  the  truth,  re- 
quires not  an  oath  to  bind  him;  and  a dishonest 
one  will  not  be  bound  by  an  oath. 

U.  2,  Do  you  believe  in  the  existence  of  a God? 

A.  2.  It  appears  reasonable  to  believe,  that  all 
things  are  governed  by  a Superior  Intelligence,  ra- 
ther than  by  a blind  fatality. 

The  same  question  being  repeated  and  a more 
direct  answer  required,  juror  replied, 

2.  T do  believe  in  the  existence  of  a God. 


Q.  3.  Do  you  believe  in  a future  state  of  rewards 
and  punisliments? 

A.  3.  1 am  ignorant  of  them.  The  subject  is  be- 
yond my  comprehension. 

The  court,  on  hearing  the  answer  of  the  juror  to 
the  questions  proposed,  decided  that  he  was  in- 
competent to  serve  :is  one  of  the  jury.” 

After  which  follows  along  essay  to  shew  that  the 
decision  of  the  court  was  inconsistent  with  the  con- 
stitution of  the  state,  and  at  variance  with  religious 
liberty. 

Mr.  Mathews,  a legitimate  son  of  Momus,  from 
the  London  stage,  but  as  different  in  his  cotiduct 
from  the  puffed-up  Kean  as  any  man  can  easily  be, 
has  performed  in  several  of  our  great  cities  with 
uncommon  applau.se — pleasing  as  the  actor,  and 
interesting  as  the  gentleman.  He  is  now  at  Boston 
— where,  to  prevent  the  great  press  to  obtain  boxes, 
they  are  sold  by  auction,  and  have  several  times 
brought  a premium  over  the  price  of  the  seats  that 
they  contained,  of  more  than  g300  a-night. 

Castlereaoh.  The  following  “hard  lines’*  are 
from  lord  Byron’s  late  poem,  entitled  the  “Liberal:” 

“Oh,  Castlereagh!  thou  art  a patriot  now; 

“Cato  died  for  his  country,  so  didst  thou;  ' 

“He  perish’d  rather  than  see  Rome  enslav’d; 

“Thou  cut’st  thy  throat,  tliat  Britain  may  be  sav’d. 

“So  Castlereaoh  has  cut  bis  throat!  The  worst 

“Of  this  is— that  his  own  was  not  the  first.” 

The  U.  S.  shipCyawe,  at  Laouira.  The  Phila- 
delphia Gazette  gives  us  copies  of  a number  of  let- 
ters that  passed  between  capt  Spence  and  the 
American  merchants  at  Laguira,  while  the  Cyane 
and  Spark  were  lying  in  that  port. 

No.  1 , is  a letter  signed  by  twelve  merchants, 
among  them  our  consul,  Mr.  Lowry,  dated  Oct.  7, 
stating  that  the  recent  capture  of  Maracaibo  by  the 
Spaniards,  caused  them  to  entertain  some  fears  for 
Caraccas;  is  which  case  they,  at  Laguira,  might  suf- 
fer by  pillage,  &c.  and  requesting  that  capt.  Spence 
would  remain  to  protect  their  persons  and  property, 
if  necessary. 

No.  2.  is  the  reply  of  capt.  Spence,  in  which  he 
handsomely  yields  to  the  request  of  the  merchants 
— “while  there  was  aught  to  fear,”  be  would  remain 
with  them,  though  an  xious  to  sail  for  the  coast  of 
Africa. 

No.  3.  is  as  follows — 

To  R.  K.  Lowry,  esq.  American  consul  at  Laguira, 
and  other  American  citizens  at  Laguira  and  Ca- 
raccas. 

Gentlemen — The  time  is  come  when  I propose  to 
leave  you.  The  force  concentrating  near  Caraccas, 
renders  it  improbable  that  gen.  Morales  will  at- 
tempt the  reduction  of  I.aguira.  All  cause  for  fear 
being,  therefore,  remedied,  my  object  for  remain- 
ing no  longer  exists,  and  I feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
depart,  without  any  apprehension  as  regards  your 
safety.  It  is  a subject  of  gratulation  that  the  in- 
tention of  the  general  to  attack  this  place,  was  not 
realized,  as  a difference  of  opinion  between  the 
commander  of  the  Spanish  marine  forces  and  my- 
self, in  relation  to  the  American  property  I should 
liave  taken  under  my  protection,  might  have  been 
productive  of  very  unpleasant  consequences.  Ci- 
tizens of  1 lie  United  States  and  their  property  on 
the  ocean,  must  and  will  be  protected — *tisthe  de- 
j termination  of  our  government  to  have  our  mari- 
'time  rights  respected  throughout  the  world  the 
' vi|r;iancr  and  activity  of  officers  employed  to  effect 
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this  purpose,  daily  demonstrates  their  zeai  to  search 
out  every  violation  comin.c^  witiiin  their  cogniziince. 

Good  is  not  without  its  concomitant  evil;  most 
evils  have  their  antidote.  Commerce  is  a good  of 
this  description.  A national  benefit  we  should  all 
feel  anxious  of  seeing  prosper — yet  we  cannot  liope 
to  have  a commerce,  so  wide  in  its  range  as  ours, 
[^SGinethin^  is  omilted  hcre^  but  several  neivspaper 
copies  that  -we  have  examined  do  not  supply  it — 
the  captain,  probably,  took  notice  of  our  jiaval 
^neans,  “a  vigorous  application,^*  £f?c.]  a vigorous 
eppliCation  of  which,  will  arrest  and  beat  down 
the  audacity  of  a band  of  licensed  plunderers,  who, 
uifesting  the  West  Indies,  hold  the  very  ocean  in 
a state  of  blockade.  Such  a course  of  things  ought 
‘ o cease — and  those  who  have  been  so  long  the  ag 
gvsssoi’s,  made  to  become  the  complainants . In  this 
waj'  only  can  we  suppress  the  evils  which,  for  so 
ong  a period,  have  outraged  our  neutral  rights. 
The  time  will  come  when  it  shall  be  a sufficient 
'•afeguard  and  passport  to  say,  “I  AM  AN  AMERI 
Can  CITIZEN!”  No  nation  has  more  just  cause 
to  indulge  in  this  pleasing  expectation  than  the 
United  States.  A republic  full  of  strength,  whose 
power,  resources,  laws  and  institutions,  are  the  ad 
miration  of  the  world.  The  vigor  of  whose  govern- 
ment will  reach  every  wrong  oilered  to  citizens, 
wherever  its  banner  may  float. 

Such,  my  countrymen,  is  the  land  of  our  nativity, 

' a land  to  which  we  turn,  like  the  Peruvians  to  the 
sun,  as  an  object  of  love  and  adoration.  That  we 
may  live  to  hail  once  more  its  happy,  happy  shores, 
is  the  prayer  ofi  your  very  obedient  ser  vant, 

(Signed]  ROBERT  T.  SPENCE. 

[Without  date]. ' 

No.  4,  dated  10th  Oct  is  another  request  from  the 
American  merchants  at  Caraccas,  that  capt.  Spence 
would  defer  his  departure,  until  the  probable  result 
of  the  movements  of  Morales  was  ascertained.  To 
which  request,  in  no.  5,  capt.  Spence  complies, 
saying — “In  reply  to  which  I beg  leave  to  request 
that  you  may  calculate  on  my  remaining  at  Laguira 
during  the  present  crisis,  and  until  I feel  satisfied 
that  all  just  cause  of  apprehension  is  at  an  end. 
Should  those  calamities,  which  would  inevitably 
follow  the  sudden  attack  of  an  enterprising  assail 
ant,  be  realized,  you  know  my  duty  as  an  officer, 
and,  1 trust,  are  acquainted  with  my  feelings  as  a 
man:  when  duty  and  inclination  unite,  there  is  no 
want  of  zeal  on  occasions  like  the  present.  The 
fl:.g  that  waves  on  the  ship  1 have  the  honor  to 
command,  guarantees  th|  safety  of  every  Anaerican 
citizen,  who,  afloat,  may  claim  its  protection. 

No.  6,  dated  Nov.  26,  is  a warm  letter  of  thanks 
from  the  merchants,  which  we  insert  entire — 
Laguria,  JVov,  26th,  1822. 

Sin — We  should  do  injustice  to  our  feelings  if  we 
refrained  from  expressing  to  you  the  extreme  gra- 
tification we  have  received  from  a perusal  of  your 
protest  of  the  late  most  extraordinary  and  sangui- 
nary decree  of  general  Morales,  threatening  not 
only  the  property,  but  the  liberty  and  lives  of  Ame- 
rican citizens  engaged  in  lawful  pursuits,  and  in  a 
country  whose  independence  has  been  solemnly 
acknowledged  by  the  government  of  the  United 
Slates. 

The  spirit  and  dignity  of  the  sentiments  which  is 
evinced  in  your  protest,  arc  such  as  will,  undoubt 
edly,  receive  the  approbation  of  3mur  government, 
demand  the  attention  of  the  royalist  general,  re- 
9ect  honor  on  yourself,  and  tend  greatly  to  the 
personal  security  of  your  fellow  countrymen  now 
here,  and  who  may  hereafter  arrive. 


Since  your  arrival,  we  with  pleasure  have  witnes- 
sed your  zeal  and  firmness  in  the  discharge  of  your 
duty  to  tlie  United  States,  (notwithstanding  your 
continued  illness),  and  the  unremitted  attention 
you  have  paid  to  the  protection  of  tlie  lights  of 
your  countrymen  in  these  seas,  and  at  a most  im- 
portant crisis,  when  such  assistance  was  absolutely 
wanted. 

We  congratulate  ourselves  that  you  were  desig- 
nated  by  our  government  to  visit  us,  and  regret  that 
obedience  to  your  instructions  compels  you  to  leave 
us,  in  prosecution  of  further  most  arduous  duties. 

It  is  with  extreme  pleasure,  also,  we  find  our  go- 
vernment have  afforded  such  elfeciive  resistance 
to  the  continued  and  frequent  violations  of  our 
commercial  rights,  by  employing  a respectable  por- 
tion of  our  gallant  navy  in  these  seas,  when  such 
force  has  been,  .md  still  is,  so  much  wanted,  and  by 
which  the  dignity  and  interest  of  our  country  have 
been  hitherto  so  successfully  supported. 

We  believe,  sir,  that  your  official  protest  will 
siiow  that  the  rights  of  American  citizci  s can  never 
be  trampled  upon  with  impunity,  and  consider  it 
as  an  additional  shield  from  lawless  attack  r>n  our 
property  and  lives,  which  otherwise  niignt  have 
been  seriously  attempted. 

With  sincere  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  fu- 
ture operations,  and  a complete  restoration  of  your 
health, 

We  are  respectfully  your  most  obedient  servants, 
Edward  W.  Robinson  Robert  K.  Lowry 
Janies  F Guedron  Lemmon  & Forsyth 
Beiij.  F Pollock  David  M.  .Miles 

John  .Myers  John  M.  Foster 

Wm.  Hathenday  Henry  Taggert 

John  Devit  James  Gaul 

Battye  Gill  Y.  D.  Elworth 

George  Neville  H,  Smith 

Edmund  S Ray  Wm.  Thomas 

Charles  Graff  Wm.  Burr 

P J.  McDermott  Geo.  W.  Danshue 

E James  John  C.  King 

No.  7— is  nearly  of  the  same  character  as  the  pre  - 
ceding,  but  goes  more  into  detail,  approbatory  of 
the  ground  taken  by  capt.  Spence  in  regard  to  the 
exterminating  decree  of  Morales,  already  insert- 
ed in  the  Register.  The  Congress  frigate  was  ex- 
pected soon  to  arrive  at  Laguira,  or,  it  is  believed, 
that  captain  Spence  would  not  have  left  the  port. 
For  the  countenance  and  support  thus  given,  the 
merchants  appear  to  be  very  grateful. 


Maine.  Finances  of  the  state.  The  treasurer’s  re- 
port to  the  legislature,  now  sitting  at  Portland,  gives 
the  following  exhibit  of  the  finances  of  the  state: 
Receipts  into  the  treasury,  during 
the  year  1822,  including  the  money 
on  hand,  at  the  commencement  of 

the  year, g 139,999  l.> 

Expenditures,  during  same  period,  . 114,497  61 
At  the  commencemeht  of  the  year  1822,  the 
state  debt  was  ^47,800,  bearing  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent.  But  as  it  was  thought  money  might  be 
obtained  on  more  advantageous  terms,  it  will  be 
recollected  that  the  legislature,  last  winter,  autho- 
rized the  treasurer  to  make  a new  loan  of  forty 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  liquidation 
of  the  state  debt.  This  sum,  together  with  the 
money  .at  that  time  in  the  treasury,  was  sufficient 
to  redeem  all  the  former  obligations  of  the  slate, 
which  was  accordingly  done.  So  that  the  state  now 
owes  forty  thousand  dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of 
only  five  per  cent. 
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'I  ‘ e tr^i-Eurr;  esumaies  the  oxpericiiture  for  182j 
at  §71.798;  ami  the  receipts  into  the  treasury  dur 
in?,  t same  time,  including  cash  now  on  hand,  at 
§79,013  12.  Lt  aviiig  in  the  treasury  on  the  close 
ot  the  year  1823,  a balance  of  §7,215  12. 

New  Yoick.  The  legislature  of  this  state  has  com- 
menced its  first  session,  under  the  new  constitution. 
On  the  1st  instant,  Joseph  C.  Yates,  as  governor  of 
tlie  state,  and  Erastus  Root,  as  lieiit.  governor, 
were  sworn  int(>  office  by  ch.mcellor  Kt  nt. 

On  the  31st  ult  gov,  Clinton  issued  the  follow- 
ing, dated  at  “Head  quarters:’* 

On  retiring  from  the  command  of  the  militia  of 
this  state,  the  commander  in  chief  considers  it  due 
to  his  fe.elings,  as  well  as  their  merits,  to  express 
the  high  sense  which  he  entertains  of  tlieir  good 
conduct,  and  his  sincere  hope  that  they  will,  on  all 
future  occasions,  maintain  the  character  which  they 
have  so  honorably  acquired. 

He  is  conscious  that,  in  the  discharge  of  the  im- 
ponant  duti-s  connected  with  the  command  of  a 
militia  composed  of  140,000  men,  many  errors  have 
been  committed;  but  he  has  the  satisfaction  to 
know,  that  they  have  been  unintentional;  and  to  in- 
fer from  the  uniform  respect  which  his  tellow  sol- 
diers have  manifested  for  his  orders,  and  from  the 
fait  .nil  performance  of  all  their  official  obligations 
to  him,  that  his  views  and  his  objects  have  been 
justly  estimated,  and  the  difficulties  attending  his 
situation  duly  considered. 

Persuaded,  as  he  has  always  been,  of  the  great 
efficacy  of  the  militia  against  foreign  aggression  or 
domestic  vio'ence,  he  cannot  omit,  at  the  close  of 
his  a 'ministra’.ion,  to  urge  on  every  citizen,( where 
religious  restraints  do  not  forbid),  the  duty  ofquali 
fying  iiimself  to  perform  the  functions  of  a soldier, 
as  well  as  the  importance  of  cherishing  and  culti 
rating  those  virtues  and  faculties  which  compose 
and  .‘.uiorn  the  character  of  a good  citizen,  and  wliich 
are  calculated  to  render  him  a useful  and  worthy 
member  of  a republican  government.  3 he  militiary 
strength  will  then  be  commensurate  with  the  moral 
power  of  the  state,  and  both  be  lodged,  where  they 
always  should  be,  in  the  great  body  of  the  people 
The  danger  aed  expense  of  large  standing  armies 
will  then  be  avoided,  military  usurpation  effectually 
guarded  against,  and  a force  be  always  in  readiness, 
on  any  emerg(-ncy,  to  vindicate  the  rights,  and 
maintain  the  honor  and  independence  of  our  coun 
try.  By  order  of  the  commander  in  chief, 

J.  S.  Van  Rensselaer,  A.  D.  C. 

Military  Secretary. 

New  Yons  — i/ie  city.  Report  of  arrivals  from 
foreign  ports,  at  the  port  of  New  York,  in  1822;— 
Ships,  American,  288  British,  15;  Swedish  2;  Dutch, 
1;  Hamburg,  7;  Prussian,  1;  Russian,  1; — Total,  315. 
Barques,  American,  4;  brigs,  .\mericaii,  369;  British, 
57;  Swedish,  2;  Danish,  6;  Dutch,  5;  Hamburg,  2; 
Bremen,  2;  Haytien,  3;  Spanish,  2;  Portuguese,  2; 
Neapolitan,  1. — 458.  Schooners,  American,  361; 
Biidsli,  3;  Dutch,  2;  Haytien,  2 — 363.  Ketch, 
Swedish,  1.  Sloops,  American,  32;  British,  1 —33. 
Total  number  of  ihe  whole,  1172. 

Since  April,  1821,  there  has  been  launched  at 
the  port  of  New  York,  36  ships,  amounting  to 
14,500  tons,  and  averaging  about  402  tons  each;  be- 
sides  numerous  brigs,  schooners,  sloops  steam-ves 
sels,  8cc.  Two  other  ships  are  in  a state  of  forward- 
ness for  launching.  Com.  Ad. 

North  Carolina.  The  legislature  of  this  state 
has  adjourned.  An  act  has  passed  which  provides 


th;.t  a debtor,  who  honestly  gives  up  his  property, 
shall  not  be  imprisoned  for  debt — another,  that  the 
sherifi's  shall  provide  blankets  for  the  use  of  their 
prisoners — and  a third  for  the  ]jromolion  of  agn. 
culture  nad  household  manufactures. 

spirit  is  up  ill  this,  state  lor  internal  improve- 
ment. The  message  of  the  governor  to  the  legisla- 
ture, at  the  opening  of  the  session,  is  a valuable 
paper,  and  we  intend  to  give  it  a place  with  other 
like  messages,  as  soon  as  we  can.  North  Carolina 
possesses  many  sound  statesmen  and  valuable  men, 
and  her  fertile  back  country  is  peopled  by  a hardy 
race  of  industrious  and  intelligent  freemen.  She 
has  much  in  her  power,  and  now  seems  resolved 
to  bring  out  her  great  resources  to  improve  her 
natural  advantages,  by  a sound  legislation.  W'e 
heartily  wish  her  good  speed! 

Notitu  Carolina  hanks  In  the  senate  of  North 
Carolina,  on  the  25th  ult.  Mr.  Branch,  from  the 
joint  select  committee  o whom  had  been  retVrred 
the  subject  of  the  administration  of  the  banks  in 
that  state,  made  a report,  concluding  as  follows: 

Whereas,  it  manifestly  appears  to  this  gei'cral 
assembly,  from  the  report  of  the  joint  committee 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  administration  of  the 
banks  of  North  Carolina,  that  the  state  bank  at  Ra- 
leigh is  in  the  habit  of  refusing  specie  payments 
when  the  directors  think  proper  to  do  so,  in  palpa- 
ble violation  of  ttieir  charter,  and  that  they,  and 
the  agency  of  the  bank  of  Newbern,  at  this  place, 
are  in  the  practice  also  of  demanding,  as  a prere- 
quisite to  ttie  granting  of  accommodation  at  the 
bank,  that  the  applicant  should  furnish  them  with 
an  equal  amount  in  northern  funds  at  par,  which 
funds  the|applicant,  in  most  cases,  is  compelled  to 
give  four  per  cent,  for,  and  which, in  market,  will 
command  that  premium.  Therel'ore, 

Resolved,  By  the  senate  and  house  of  commons, 
That  the  governor  of  this  state  be  requested  to 
submit  the  facts,  as  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
aforesaid  committee,  (appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  administration  of  the  banks  of  North  Carolina), 
to  some  one,  or  more  legal  gentlemen,  in  this  state 
or  elsewhere,  eminent  for  their  abilities  and  legal 
learning,  and  totally  unconnected  with  those  estab- 
lishments: 

And  if  it  should  be  the  opinion  cf  such  counsel 
that  the  banks,  or  either  of  them,  have  directly 
or  indirectly,  through  the  medium  of  nortliern 
funds,  exacted  more  than  6 per  cent,  per  annum 
for  their  discounts,  or  have  failed  to  pay  spe. 
cie  for  their  notes,  as  by  the  terms  of  their  cliar- 
ters  they  are  bound  to  do,  that  then,  and  in  that 
case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor,  and  he 
is  hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  employ  coun- 
sel to  institute  a judicial  investigation  into  the  ad- 
ministration of  those  institutions,  and  to  ascertain 
judicially,  by  what  authority  they  have  transcended 
their  chartered  powers;  and,  furthermore,  to  adopt 
the  most  efficient  means  to  check  the  progress  of 
such  a dangerous  usurpation  of  power,  so  much 
calculated  to  enrich  the  monied  capitalist,  and  to 
impoverish  the  community  generally. 

On  the  day  following  the  report  was  taken  up  in 
the  senate  and  rejected,  by  a vote  of  34  to  19. 

Peru.  Proclamation.  “I  was  present  at  the  de- 
claration of  the  independence  of  the  states  of  Chili 
and  Peru;  I have  in  my  possession  the  standard 
which  Pizarro  brought  with  him  to  enslave  the 
empire  of  the  Incas;  I am  no  more  a public  man. 
This  is  a recompence,  with  usury,  for  ten  years 
revolution  and  war. 
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My  promises  with  the  people,  with  whom  I have 
waged  war,  have  been  fulfilled;  I have  achieved 
their  independence,  and  I leave  to  their  will  the 
election  of  their  governors. 

The  presence  of  a successfal  warrior,  however 
disinterested  may  be  his  intentions,  is  an  object 
of  fear  for  states  that  establish  new  constitutions; 
on  the  other  hand,  1 am  already  vexed  to  hear  said, 
that  I wish  to  make  myself  a sovereign.  However, 
1 shall  be  always  ready  to  make  the  last  sacrifices 
for  the  liberty  of  the  country,  but  as  a private  indi- 
vidual and  nothing  more. 

As  to  my  public  conduct,  the  opinions  of  my 
compatriots,  as  it  generally  happens,  will  be  divid. 
ed;  but  their  children  will  give  the  true  criterion. 

Peruvians!  I leave  with  you  the  national  repre- 
sentations already  established;  if  you  put  in  it  an 
entire  confidence,  you  will  triumph;  if  not,  you  will 
become  the  victims  of  anarchy. 

Let  firmness  preside  over  your  destinies,  and 
may  you  enjoy  forever  felicity  and  peace. 

Jose  De  Saw  Mahtiw. 

Magdclcnuy  near  Lima,  Sept.  20,  1822. 

Foueiow  kews.  By  an  arrival  at  New  York, 
London  papers  to  the  evening  of  the  5th  Dec. 
have  been  received.  Though  there  is  not  any 
thing  of  a positive  character  in  the  news,  except  in 
relatjoi\to  a few  matters  that  have  occurred,  much 
food  is  afforded  for  speculation,  on  important 
events. 

The  congress  of  Verona  has  broken  up.  Among 
other  proceedings  had,  the  following  is  mentioned 
in  such  a way,  that  we  must  believe  the  report  of  it. 
It  appears  that  the  French  minister,  viscount  Mont 
morency,  (created  a duke  since  his  return  to  Paris), 
had  claimed  the  right,  for  France,  of  an  armed  in- 
tervention in  the. affairs  of  Spain.  This  seems  to 
have  been  faintly  resisted  by  the  ministers  of  se. 
reral  of  the  foreign  powers,  and  especially  by  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain — 
but  Moptmorency  maintained  the  right  of  his  king 
to  make  war  if  he  pleased,  and  the  result  is  stated 
to  be,  that  liberty  was  granted  to  France  to  em- 
ploy that  right  against  Spain,  if  she  thinks  proper. 
It  is  not  intimated  that  the  other  powers  will  inter- 
fere— pne  of  the  London  papers  of  Dec.  4,  says  that 
**tvar  is  inevitable,'^  but  declares  that  England  will 
maintain  the  strictest  neutrality. 

It  is  understood  that  the  decision  of  the  congress 
was  known  at  Madrid — and  so  far  froip  the  cortes 
being  disposed  to  give  way  to  the  assumptions  of 
France,  they  appear  rather  to  wish  for  war,  as  an 
agent  to  terminate  the  civil  commotions  that  pre- 
vail in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which  they  be- 
lieve are  excited  and  sustained  by  the  intrigues  of 
France,  whose  object  is  to  destroy  the  constitution- 
al government  in  Spain,  dreading  the  influence  of 
it  as  an  example. 

Both  parties  are  busy  with  military  preparations 
— and  couriers  had  been  despatched  from  Paris  to 
Madrid,  said  to  bear  the  conditions  on  which  the 
French  government  would  maintain  peace. 

Such  is  the  substance  of  several  columns  of  re- 
marks and  speculations  in  the  British  and  French 
papers— but  whether  there  will  be  any  war,  at  pre 
sent,  is  doubtful.  We  should  regard  the  French 
ministers  as  mad  men,  if  they  hazard  one.  If  the 
state  of  their  country  is  faithfully  represented,  a 
a revolution  would  appear  to  be  the  inevitable  re- 
sult. The  Bourbons  are  not  loved  in  France — the 
present  generation  has  risen  up  under  a different 
order  of  things,  and  tens  of  thousands  of  old  soldiers 
scattered  through  the  kingdom,  are,  heart  and  soul, 


devoted  to  the  memory  of  Napoleon  and  his  deeds 
of  war  and  peace. 

The  soldiers  of  the  “army  of  the  faith”  appear  to 
have  been  most  severely  dealt  with  in  several  late 
affairs  with  the  constitutionalists.  The  king  is 
closely  watched,  and  all  persons  about  him  are  ap- 
pointed by  the  cortes.  The  whole  palace,  except 
his  private  apartments,  are  subject  to  domiciliary 
visits. 

New  levies  are  raising  in  Poland — and  the  move- 
ment of  the  Russian  troops,  ad  jacent  to  the  Turkish 
frontier,  indicates,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  a change 
, in  the  resolves  of  Alexander  as  to  Turkey. 

There  is  some  account  of  the  late  naval  battle 
between  the  Creeks  and  the  Turks  near  Speria. 
The  Greek  fleet  consisted  of  60  vessels,  but  28  of 
these  were  driven  by  the  wind  so  that  they  could 
not  get  into  the  contest;  the  remaining  32  gallantly 
attacked  the  Turks,  w’ho  had  90  sail,  among  them  6 
of  the  line  and  9 frigates.  The  fight  lasted  six 
hours  with  great  fury  and  desperation — The  Greeks 
performed  prodigies  of  valor  in  the  sight  of  their 
wives  and  children,  who  covered  the  neighboring 
eminences;  and,  at  last,  the  superior  force  of  the 
barbarians  gave  way  to  the  nervous  arms  of  a few 
patriots  striking  for  liberty. 

Envoys  from  the  Greeks  had  attended  at  Verona, 
but  they  were  not  officially  admitted  to  the  pre- 
sence of  the  sovereigns. 

The  ministers  from  Piedmont  and  Naples  had 
exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost,  to  have  the  Avs- 
trian  troops  withdrawn  from  their  territories — but 
could  not  effect  any  thing. 

A British  squadron  was  fitting  out  at  Portsmouth 
for  a special  service,  to  be  commanded  by  com. 
Owen,  consisting  of  one  74,  two  stout  frigates  and 
three  smaller  vessels. 

The  intelligence  from  Verona  had  produced  a 
great  sensation  in  London — cabinet  councils  were 
frequently  held,  and  the  stocks  had  fallen  to  79^. 

It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Zea,  the  Colombian  minister 
in  England,  died  at  Cheltenham,  whither  he  had 
gone  for  the  benefit  of  the  waters,  about  the  1st  of 
December. 

West  Indies.  Nearly  the  whole  city  of  Port  au 
Prince  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  16th  and  17th 
ult.  Between  2 and  300  houses  and  a great  quan- 
tity of  goods,  were  consumed.  The  aggregate  loss 
is  estimated  at  between  3 and  4 millions  of  dollars. 
In  consequence,  the  port  has  been  opened  for  the 
reception  of  building  materials,  free  of  duty,  for 
the  space  of  one  year. 


Revenue  and  ad  valorem  Goods. 

Mr.  Niles— The  prosperous  state  of  the  finances, 
as  exhibited  by  the  treasury  statements  of  the  year 
1822,  is  a matter  of  great  exultation  with  many — 
being  hailed  as  evidence  of  the  reviving  prosperity 
of  the  country;  but,  to  those  who  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  word  revenue,  the  increase  of  re- 
venue, by  impost,  is  justly  considered  as  a true 
indication  of  industry  and  production  declining  at 
home.  To  come  to  correct  conclusions  we  must 
know  what  impost  is— it  is  admitted  to  be  an  assess- 
ment made  upon  articles  of  foreign  produce  im. 
ported  into  the  United  States:  the  amount  of  this 
assessment,  or  tax,  being  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity of  articles  imported,  the  increase  of  revenue  is, 
of  course,  the  increase  of  importation— and  the 
question  at  once  presents  itself,  is  the  state  of  the 
treasury  a correct  index  of  public  prosperity.^  Rea- 
i soning  from  ofiRtial  facts,  of  the  truth  of  which 
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tijere  ts  no  Hount,  one  would  think  that  the  con- 
clusions, if  fairly  drawn,  would  be  equally  certain 
and  satisfactory.  As  our  laws  prescribe  that  the 
annual  accounts  of  the  treasury  shall  beg’in  on  the 
first  of  January  of  each  year,  the  secretary's  reports 
are,  necessarily,  of  the  preceding  year — so  that  our 
comparisons  must  be  made  between  the  years  1820 
and  1821,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  revenue.  As  to 
exports  and  imports,  the  law  is  different — the  year 
commences  on  tlie  first  of  October,  thus  the  report 
of  Oie  secretary  of  the  treasury,  presented  to  con- 
gress, on  the  24th  December,  contains  the  state- 
ment of  the  revenue  only  for  the  year  ending  first  of 
January,  1823— but  of  the  imports  to  the  end  of 
the  year  ending  on  the  first  of  October.  It  will  be, 
therefore,  understood  that,  in  sjjeaking  of  revenue 
in  any  year,  reference  is  had  to  the  year  from  the 
1st  January  to  the  30th  December— when  of  im- 
ports and  exports,  to  the  year  from  the  1st  October 
to  the  30th  September;-  the  first  being  the  fiscal, 
the  last  the  statistical  year.  In  order  to  simplify 
the  statements  of  imports  and  revenue,  I take  two 
items  of  the  customs,  viz;  the  duties  on  goods  pay- 
ing a duty  ad  valorem  and  specific  duties;  the  other 
item^  are  small  and  will  not  vary  the  results: 

In  1320,  the  amount  of  i^oods,  paying  duty  ad  valorem,  imported, 
was,  Dolls.  *22.128,000— Revenue  accrued  -1,420,000 

1821,  do.  do.  *30.560,000  - - 7,545,000 

Increase  of  importation  14,432,000— Increase  revenue  3,125,000 

In  1820,  the  amount  of  poods,  payinp  specific  duties,  imported 
was,  Dolls.  "IS.SUSOOO— Revenue  accrued  8,5i7.000 

1821,  do.  do.  *15,666,000  - - 8.712,000 

Increase  of  importation  351.000— Increase  revenue  195,000 


Thus,  we  see,  that  the  increase  in  these  two 
items  has  been,  ad  valorem  goods,  14,432,000  dols.; 
duty  5,115,000 — specific  goods  351,000  dols.;  duty 
195,000.  With  this  acknowledged  fact  to  begin 
with,  that  the  increase  of  revenue  has  been  by  the 
increased  importation  and  consumption  of  ad  valo- 
rem goods,  T will  inquire  how  this  fact  bears  on  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  country?  In  doing  which 
the  reader  must  have  patience,  as  a comparison 
between  the  relative  effects  of  ad  valorem  and  spe- 
cific importations  on  the  country,  has  not,  hitherto, 
been  much  attended  to — a comparison,  it  is  believ- 
ed, which  will  lead  to  results  conclusive  wdth  every 
candid  mind,  and  well  pay  for  the  trouble  of  ex- 
amining in  detail. 


•These  sums  exhibit  the  nett  importation  and  the 
nett  revenue;  and,  making  allowances  for  small 
quantities  exported  without  the  benefit  of  draw- 
back, they  shew  the  amount  of  foreign  goods  con- 
sumed in  the  country.  For  the  year  1820,  the 
value  of  articles  paying  specific  duty,  is  made  from 
calculation  in  this  way — until  1821,  there  was  no 
law  requiring  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  state 
the  value  of  specific  goods,  only  the  quantity.  In 
the  statistical  tables  of  1821,  the  imports  of  speci- 
fic goods,  deducting  re-exportation,  is  stated  at 
15,666,000  dollars  for  the  year  ending  30th  Sep- 
tember, the  statistical  year;  the  revenue  for  the 
fiscal  year  1821,  is  stated  at  8.712,000  dols.  The  re- 
venue  for  the  fiscal  year  1820  is  stated  at  8,517,000 
dollars— which,  on  the  same  proportion  between 
imports  and  duties  as  in  1821,  produces  the  above 
results.  Without  a laborious  research,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  adopt  any  other  mode  of  ascertaining  the 
value  of  specific  articles,  and  it  cannot  be  far  from 
being  accurate— as  the  relative  imports  of  the  last 
quarters  of  the  fiscal  years  1820  and  1821  must  be 
nearly  the  same. 


Generally  speaking,  ad  valorem  goods  are  tlie 
manufactures  of  Kurope  and  the  Ea.st  Indies,  com- 
posed of  materials  which  either  abound  in  tlie 
United  Slates,  or  may  be  produced  to  an  aim  • Ov. 
far  beyond  our  wants — imported  from  countries 
which  rigidly  exclude  from  their  consumption  the 
produce  of  our  soil,  seas  and  manufactures — paid 
for  by  the  profits  or  our  freighting,  fiaberies  and 
the  trade  with  countries  from  which  we  import 
specific  articles  in  exchange  for  our  provisions  and 
other  produce;  many  of  them  fabricated  from  tlie 
raw^  materials  which  we  export,  and  then  brought 
back,  enhanced  five  fold  in  value  by  foreign  labor, 
and  nearly  the  whole  of  which  can  be  manufactured 
by  our  own  citizens 

In  1821,  the  imports  of  ad  valorem  goods,  for 
home  consumption,  was  36,560,000  dollars,  altoge- 
ther, we  may  say,  from  Europe,  the  British  East 
Indies  and  China;  in  the  same  year  the  domestic 
produce  exported  to  those  countries,  excepting 
cotton  and  tobacco,  did  not  exceed  5,600,000  dois.‘ 
It  thus  appears  that  the  duties  alone  on  the  ad  valo- 
rem goods,  imported  into  the  United  States,  exceed 
the  value  of  our  whole  domestic  produce  consumed 
in  the  countries  whence  we  import  them,  (except 
cotton  and  tobacco),  by  §2,000  000.  J'lie  increase  in 
the  amount  of  ad  valorem  goods  imported,  does  not 
increase  the  market  of  the  northern,  middle  and 
western  states,  or  those  of  the  southern,  who  do 
not  raise  cotton  and  tobacco.  The  increased  con- 
sumption of  these  goods  in  the  United  States,  does 
not  induce  any  one  nation  to  relax  at  all  in  the  rigor 
of  their  system  of  excluding  our  produce.  They 
do  notadmit  cotton  and  tobacco  from  any  principle 
of  friendship  to  us,  or  because  we  purchase  their 
manufactures.  Cotton  is  indispensable  to  them  as 
a raw  material  for  their  manufactures,  and  tobacco 
is  as  much  an  article  of  necessity  to  Europeans  as 
tea  is  to  us;  but,  necessary  or  not,  they  wiil  have  it. 
We  do  not  refuse  to  import  tea  from  China  because 
the  Chinese  will  not  take  our  flour;  tobacco  w ill  be 
chewed,  snuffed  and  smoked,  though  we  refuse  to 
buy  glass,  linen,  woollens  or  hardware — and  the 
cotton  manufactories  of  Europe  will  not  stop  be- 
cause we  make  our  own  cotton  goods.  Ad  valorem 
goods,  paying  25  per  cent,  imported  and  consumed 
in  1821,  amounted  to  §16,600,000— these  are  cot- 
tons and  woollens;  and  of  those  allow  one-half  to 
be  cottons,  say  8,300,000,  Manufactured  cotton.i 
bear  to  the  raw  material  a proportion,  in  value,  of 
5 to  1.  The  price  of  the  raw  material  then  being 
§1,660,000,  we  should,  by  excluding  cotton  good«, 
lose  only  a market  for  this  amount  of  cotton  wool 
— this  would  be  made  up  to  the  planter  by  the  in- 
creased domestic  demand, arising  from  our  manufac- 
turing at  home  the  extra  quantity  before  imported. 
When  England  realizes  such  immense  profits  from 
her  cotton  manufactures,  she  will  not  exclude  our 
cotton  wool,  which  she  requires  to  supply  other 
markets  with  goods.  It  may  then  be  safely  assumed. 


* This  sum  is  made  up  from  a careful  examina- 
tion of  the  statistical  tables  of  1821,  as  to  the  des- 
tination of  our  domestic  exports.  That  the  reader 
may  judge  of  the  correctness  of  the  calculation,  I 
subjoin  the  items  of  European  and  East  India  con- 
sumption—Rice  §950,000;  pot  and  pearl  ashes 
890,000;  skins  and  furs  600,000;  animals  120,090; 
flour,  &c.  370,000;  wood  400,000;  flaxseed  420,000; 
naval  stores  270,000;  all  other  300.000.  To  Europe 
§4,750,000;  to  the  British  East  Indies  32,000;  to 
China  388,000.  To  which  add  the  produce  of  our 
fisheries  in  the  Pacific,  not  included  in  the  tables, 
550,000-total  §5,520,000. 
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that  the  markets  for  none  of  our  produce  depend  1 
on  our  consumption  of  ad  valorem  p^oods;  and  that 
the  increased  importation,  and  tlie  consequent  in- 
crease of  revenue,  does  not  tend  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  country,  unless  it  increases  the  means  of 
the  country  to  pay  for  them.  There  are  no  data  from 
v,M)ich  to  calculate  the  amount  of  ad  valorem  goods 
consumed  in  the  different  states  of  the  union,  and 
compare  it  with  the  amount  of  domestic  produce, 
of  any  one  state,  which  is  consumed  in  the  country 
whence  ad  valorem  goods  are  imported.  As  an 
example,  take  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut— let  any  person,  conversant  with  their 
commerce,  state  the  amount  of  ad  valorem  goods 
they  consume  of  British  manufacture,  on  one  side, 
and  the  amount  of  their  domestic  produce  consumed 
in  England,  on  the  other,  I am  much  mistaken  if  it 
would  pay  for  the  pins,  needles,  thread,  tape  and 
bobbins  of  the  ladies;  at  all  events,  the  result  would 
convince  the  people  of  those  states  that  they  did 
not  prosper  in  proportion  to  the  increased  impor 
tations.  And,  if  the  advocates  of  impost  will  con- 
tend that  a country  flourishes  the  more  as  the  in- 
crease of  foreign  goods  progresses,  not  regarding 
the  increase  or  diminution  of  markets,  they  will  find 
a stubborn  fact  in  (he  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury:  The  increase  of  domestic  exports  in  1821 
was  only  §6,200.000,  while  the  increase  of  ad  va- 
lorem imports  was  §14,432,000 — proof  conclusive, 
to  common  minds,  that  increased  importation  does 
not  cause  a proportionate  increa.se  of  exportation, 
or  add  to  the  ability  uf  the  people  to  buy  or  con- 
sume. From  a calculation  of  the  average  duty  on 
ad  valorem  goods,  for  1820  and  1821,  it  appears 
that  it  amounts  to  about  20  per  cent — thus,  for 
§22. 128,000  of  imports,  the  revenue  was  §4.420,000 
for  1820;  for  §36.560,000  of  imports,  the  revenue 
was  §7.545,000  for  1821 — so  that,  for  every  dollar 
that  goes  into  the  treasury,  five  dollars  worth  of 
goods  ai’e  imported.  An  increase  of  revenue  on  ad 
valorem  goods  then,  being,  of  necessity,  an  increase 
of  imports  of  five  times  the  amount  for  the  goods, 
and,  with  the  present  rate  of  exchange  added,  say 
12i  per  cent , presents  this  result:  the  treasury 
gains,  in  revenue,  3,125,000  dolls — the  people  pay 
§19,144,000.  Will  any  one  tell  me  what  the  people 
gain  to  correspond  with  the  gain  to  the  treasury!* 
The  people,  who  live  in  states  which  do  not  rai.se 
cotton  and  tobacco,  pay  their  proportion  of  this 
19,000.000--not  with  their  produce  consumed  in 
the  countries  which  send  them  their  manufactures 
-.,-ppt  with  raw  materials,  nor  by  the  exchange  of 
foreign  produce  for  manufactures.  In  1821  we 
imported  from  England  to  the  amount  of  23,000,000 
dollars,  mostly  manufactures;  we  exported,  in  fo- 
reign produce,  to  England,  §2,125,000,  of  which 

1.933.000  was  specie,  leaving,  for  what  alone  might 
be  called  foreign  goods,  192,000,  Imports  from 
China,  in  1821,  §3,111,000 — exports,  foreign  pro- 
duce, §3,902,000,  of  which  3,391,000  was  specie, 
leaving,  of  foreign  goods,  only  51,1,000.  Imports 
from  British  East  Indies,  same  year,  §1,530,000 — 
exports,  foreign  produce,  §1.934,000,  of  which 

1.884.000  was  specie,  leaving  50,000  only  of  foreign 
goods.  The  following  calculation  will  shew  the 
amount  which  the  country  pays  on  ad  valorem 
goods: — Amount  imported,  §36,560,000,  exchange 
8=2,920,000;  duties,  7,545,000=47.025,000;  our 
domestic  exports  in  the  same  year  were  43,671,000 
dollars,  being  3,350,000  less  than  the  cost  pf  these 
goods,  after  exhausting  all  the  exportable  produce 
of  the  country.  I’rom  these  facts  it  appears,  con- 
clusively, that  the  importation  of  ad  valorem  goods 
awallows  up  all  the  profits  of  our  agriculture,  fish- 


I eries,  commerce  and  mamif.icttires,  williout  open- 
ing any  riew,  or  enlargingany  of  ou.r  oM  inarkels  for 
domestic  or  foreign  produce;  without  giving  any 
additional  encouragement  to  our  agriculture  or  com- 
merce. The  West  Indies  is  the  great  mart  for  our 
provisions;  it  will  not  be  contended  that  they,  or 
the  Spanish  Main,  will  consume  any  more  because 
we  purchase  our  cottons  and  woollensfrom  Ei  gland, 
or  silks  from  France  ami  China.  In  1821,  our  do- 
mestic exports  to  Hayti,  Cuba,  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  possessions  in  South  America,  were 
§6,250,000  almost  altogether  provisions;'  being 
§600,000  more  than  was  consumed  in  all  the  coun- 
tries whence  we  import  §.36,000,000  of  ad  valorem 
goods.  The  most  profitable  item  in  our  commerce 
is  the  exportation  of  foreign  goods;  it  affords  em- 
ployment to  our  seamen,  freight  to  the  ship  own- 
ers, and  a profit  on  tlie  cargo  In  the  statistical 
year  1821,  the  gross  importation  of  ad  valorem 
goods,  was  30,894,000  dollars;  of  specific  goods, 
§21,608,000,  a difference  of  §9,200,(^00:  yet  the 
export  of  ad  valorem  goods  was  only  §4,595,000; 
of  specific  §5,942,000,  a difference  of  §1,347.000 
in  favor  of  the  specific — which,  being  heavy,  bulky 
articles,  of  much  less  value,  in  proportion  to  their 
weight  than  ad  valorem  good.s,  would,  in  exporta- 
tion, employ  five,  nay,  perhaps,  ten  times  as  many 
seamen  and  vessels  as  the  export  of  the  same  value 
of  ad  valorem  goods.  Let  merchants  think  well 
of  this;  let  the  friends  of  our  shipping  interest 
make  their  own  calculation,  and  I would  be  almost 
willing  to  leave  the  question  to  them.  This  is  a 
subject  which  is  well  worth  being  examined  in  de- 
tail— more  so  than  is  in  my  power.  Essays,  like 
this,  are  intended  for  the  reflecting  part  of  tlie 
country,  who  will  extend  their  thoughts  beyond 
what  they  read;  think  and  examine  for  themselves; 
seize  an  idea,  statement  or  calculation,  and  carry 
it  into  all  the  operations  of  the  various  branches  of 
our  industry;  examine  its  bearing  on  the  general 
interests  of  the  country;  and  then,  regardless  of 
the  opinions  of  official  men,  however  elevated, 
think  and  act  for  themselves.  It  is  of  the  last  im- 
portance then,  in  the  discussion  of  public  measures, 
we  should  exercise  the  spirit  of  free  and  candid 
inquiry;,  reasoning  from  admitted  facts,  our  conclu- 
sions cannot  be  wrong,  unless  our  judgments  are 
warped  by  prejudice,  preconceived  opinions,  or  a 
magisterial,  dogmatical  self-conceit,  which  leads  a 
man  to  consider  himself  only  to  be  right,  and  to 
treat,  with  contemptuous  disrespect,  the  opinions 
of  others,  ‘equally  conscientious  with  himself,*  and, 
perhaps,  equally  able  to  form  just  conclusions.  The 
facts  on  v/hich  I rely  are  drawn  from  authentic 
public  documents— -my  deductions  seem  to  me  ob- 
vious and  natural;  if  any  one  deigns  to  answer 
them,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  it  will  be  in  the  same 
spirit  in  which  they  are  made.  Having  some  lei- 
sure time  on  my  hands,  it  will  give  me  pleasure 
to  discuss  this  subject  with  temper  and  freedom, 
with  any  one  who  thinks  me  mistaken.  But  I here 
offer  a solemn  protest  against  entering  the  field  to 
reply  to  such  productions  as  the  address  of  Mr. 
Jones,  in  your  Registeu  of  the  28th  of  December, 
in  which  there  is  neither  reasoning  or  a statement 
of  facts — he  has  indulged  his  fancy  in  drawing  a 
picture  which  none  of  his  opponents  will  recognize 
as  their  work;  he  has  been  at  the  trouble  of  mak- 
ing a man  of  straw — it  would  be  hard  not  to  leave 
him  unmolested  in  his  efforts  to  destroy  it. 

Having  pursued  these  remarks  to  a length,  tire- 
some, perhaps,  to  your  readers,  it  is  best  to  rest  a 
week,  when  I will  take  up  the  subject  of  the  im- 
ports of  specii^c  goods,  T. 
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Monumental  Address.  ^ 

TO  I'HE  PUIILIC. 

The  citizens  of  New  York,  will  specially  recol-  . 
lect.that,  in  the  year  1808,  an  appropriate  vault  or  ^ 
tomb  was  constructed,  by  'rammany  society,  at  the  ^ 
Wall  about,  opposite  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  ^ 
that,  after  thirty  years  neglect,  a portion  of  the  re 
mains,  were  then  collected,  of  the  eleven  thou-  ^ 
sand  and  five  hundred  citizens,  soldiers  and  sailors,  of  ^ 
our  revolutionary  war,  who  had  perished  in  doleful  ‘ 
dungeons  and  pestilential  prison  ships,  and  whose 
bodies  were  thrown  in  heaps  into  the  earth,  at  the  I 
said  Wall-about,  frequently  when  life  was  scarcely  ^ 
extinct,  ^ 

'I'hese  relicks  are  yet  repeatedly  collected,  as  ^ 
the  beating  rains  of  heaven  discover  the  pl;*ces  of  ’ 
tlieir  deposite,  and  are  carefully  interred  into  the  j 
vault,  denominated  “t//e  tomb  of  the  martyi s\’*  and 
which  yet  remains  destitute,  even  of  an  inscription 
stone!  , ^ 

At  the  time  of  the  generaj  interment  of  those  re-  ^ 
mains,  in  1808,  the  hope  \va*s  fondly  cherished  that, 
from  individual  donations,  an  appropriate  monu- 
ment would  speedily  have  arisen,  and  the  work  ‘ 
rendered  complete  which  should  transmit  to  future  * 
generations  the  entire  devotion  of  those  heroes, 
■xvho  rather  chos„  ilcath,  than  enlist  in  the  service  of  . 
the  enemy!  though  they  were  incessantly  offered  ' 
liberation  on  the  dishonorable  condition.  ^ 

The  exertions  to  erect  a monument  over  the  ^ 
tomb  then  failed;  though  our  state  legislature  had  ^ 
granted  an  appropriation,  from  the  sale  of  lands,  of 
one  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  the  proposed  work. 
This  sum,  being  inadequate  to  do  justice,  in  work  J 
manship,  to  such  a national  object,  the  donation  was 
not  applied  for,  nor  was  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  > 
made.  | 

After  the  lapse  of  nearly  fourteen  years,  the 
above  sum  was  applied  for,  by  Tammany  society,  to 
whom  the  original  appropriation  had  been  made; 
when,  by  a subsequent  law  of  1821,  the  legislature 
granted  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  in  cash,  , 
to  Benjamin  liomaine  to  be  accounted  for  by  him,  ' 
towards  building  such  a monument  as  had  been  ori-  | 
ginally  intended. 

That  sum  is  now  received  from  the  state  treasury, 
and  plans  and  estimates  of  the  work,  in  a variety 
of  forms,  have  been  had,  all  of  which  again  prove 
the  total  inadequacy  of  that  amount  to  erect  a mo- 
numental structure,  suited  to  that  eventful  period  of 
our  national  history.  With  the  present  means  in 
hand,  it  cannot  be  made  equal  to  several  church- 
yard inscriptions,  and  far  inferior  to  that  raised  at 
West  Point,  by  the  cadets,  commemorative  of  a 
single  death  of  one  of  their  members,  in  the  exer- 
cise and  display  of  arms,  on  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 1817. 

It  is  now  confidently  hoped  and  fully  believed, 
that  the  patriotic  citizens  of  New  York,  freed  from 
all  party  distinctions,  will  no  longer  delay  a work 
through  a deficiency  of  means,  to  do  justice  to  an 
object  of  such  magnitude,  and  so  specially  their  oivn; 
that  they  will  now  cause  the  same  to  be  graduated 
on  a plan  suited  to  a scale  of  the  nation. 

Other  cities,  towns  and  villages  are  now  vieing 
with  each  other  in  the  erection  of  works  to  perpetu- 
ate the  memorable  events  of  our  revolution. — In  a 
special  manner,  we  now  hear  from  our  fellow-citi- 
zens  of  Orange  county,  in  this  state,  consisting  of  a 
few  farmers,  who  are  about  to  construct  a monumen- 
tal inscription,  estimated  at  fifteen  hundred  or  two 
thousand  dollars,  over  the  relicks  of  about  forty  of 
their  cirtzens,  who  fell  in  the  massacre  of  Minisink, 


during  our  war  of  emancipation  from  British  thral* 
dom. 

At  the  time  of  the  interment  at  the  Wall  about, 
in  1806,  axast  concourse  of  cititzens  attended,  who 
formed  in  line,  by  their  several  societies,  and  the 
citizens,  not  of  the  association,  formed  in  a sepa- 
rate body:  the  military  followed.  All  were  invited, 
without  any  distinction  of  party,  and  the  concourse 
was  immense.  The  scene  was  grand,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  solemn  and  mournfully  impressive.  Se- 
veral females  attended  from  Philadelphia,  New'- 
Jersey  and  Connecticut,  whose  fathers  and  brothers 
had  perished  here,  in  the  contest  for  our  indepen- 
dence; several  individuals  from  Charleston,  Virgi- 
nia,  Boston  and  elswhere,  came  also,  specially /to 
this  city  to  sympathise  and  witness  ihe  solemnity, 
whose  parents  and  relatives  had  perished  here,  and 
to  whom  funeral  honors  were  then  exhibited. 

Thirteen  coffins,  representing  the  thirteen  ori- 
ginal states,  were  filled  with  the  bleached  bones  of 
the  martyrs  to  our  freedom.  'I'hese  were  borne 
in  the  procession,  attended  by  their  palls,  and  ao- 
companied  by  one  hundred  and  four  pall  bearers, 
all  revolutionary  men.  The  relicks  were  deposit- 
ed in  the  vault,  near  the  navy  yard,  ivhich  yet  re- 
mains  -without  inscription  or  monumental  stone!! ! 

'rhe  undersigned,  having  in  charge,  in  the  first 
instance,  the  commencement  of  seeking  further 
means  to  effect  the  above  object,  are  hereby  au- 
thorized, by  the  society  of  'I'ammany,  to  associate 
themselves  with  the  honorable  the  corporation  of 
the  city,  or  with  individuals  of  that  body; — and  also 
with  other  regularly  delegated  individuals,  from 
such  other  institutions  as  may  be  pleased  to  join 
their  aid  in  erecting  the  contemplated  monument. 

The  undersigned  do,  therefore,  beg  leave  to 
commence  the  acquisition  of  means  by  exhibiting 
the  above  address,  together  with  a subscription 
paper,  at  the  Coflee  house.  City  Hotel,  Mechanic, 
Washington,  and  Tammany  Halls,  and  Broadway- 
house,  Wall  street  House,  Mansion  House,  City  'I'a- 
vorn.  At  Brooklynn,  and  such  other  places,  as  pa- 
triotic individuals  shall  request;  and  especially  at 
the  navy  yard,  under  the  care  of  com.  Evans — where 
the  monument  is  to  be  erected. 

By  order, 

CLARKSON  CROLIUS,  Chairman. 
GEORGE  MILLS 
PETER  EMBURY 
SAMUEL  B RO MAINE 
WILLIAM  MOONY 
BENJAMIN  ROMAINE,  Treasurer. 


Treaty  of  Indemnity. 

By  the  president  of  the  United  States  ofAmenca  .* 

A PROCLAMATION. 

"Whereas  a convention  between  the  U.  States  of 
, America  and  his  Britannic  majesty  was  concluded 
i and  signed  at  St.  Petersburg,  under  the  mediation 
of  the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias.onthe  twelfth  day 
I of  July  last,  by  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  of 
; the  three  powers:  And  whereas  th«  said  conven- 

l tion  has  been  by  them  duly  ratified,  and  the  res- 
pective ratifications  of  the  same  were  exchanged 
;■  at  W'ashington,  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  present 
■ month,  by  John  Quincy  Adams,  secretary  of  state 
i of  the  United  States,  the  right  honorable  Stratford 
• Canning,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni- 
i potentiary  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  George 
- Ellisen,  charge  d’affaires  of  liis  imperial  majesty 
j the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias,  on  the  part  of  their 
f several  governments:  which  convention  is  in  the 
, words  following,  to  wit: 
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[TRASSI.ATIOW.J 

In  the  name  of  the  most  Holy  and  indivisible  Trinity: 

The  president  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  his  majesty  the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  having  agreed,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  fifth  article  of  the  convention  con- 
eluded  at  London  on  the  20th  day  of  October, 
1818,  to  refer  the  differences  which  had  arisen  be- 
tween  the  two  governments,  upon  the  true  con 
struction  and  meaning  of  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  and  amity,  concluded  at  Ghent  on 
the  24th  day  of  December,  1814,  to  the  friendly 
arbitration  of  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the 
Russias,  mutually  engaging  to  consider  his  deci- 
sion as  final  and  conclusive.  And  his  said  imperial 
majesty  having,  after  due  consideration,  given  his 
decision  upon  these  diflerences  in  the  following 
terms,  to  wit: 

«<Thatthe  United  States  of  America  are  entitled 
*<to  claim  from  Great  Britain  a just  indemnification 
“for  all  private  property,  which  the  British  forces 
“may  have  carried  away;  and  as  the  question  re- 
“lates  to  slaves  more  especially,  for  all  the  slaves 
“that  the  British  forces  may  have  carried  away 
“from  places  and  territories  of  which  the  treaty 
“stipulates  the  restitution,  in  quitting  these  same 
<<p^^ces  and  territories. 

“That  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  consider 
«‘as  having  been  so  carried  away,  all  such  slaves  as 
“may  have  been  transferred  from  the  above  men- 
“tioned  territories  to  British  vessels  within  the  wa- 
“tersof  the  said  territories,  and  who  for  this  reason 
“may  not  have  been  restored. 

“But  that  if  there  should  be  any  American  slaves 
“who  were  carried  away  from  territories  of  which 
“the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent  has  not  sti- 
“pulated  the  restitution  to  the  United  States,  tlie 
“United  States  are  not  entitled  to  claim  an  indem- 
“nification  for  the  said  slaves.** 

Now,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  this 
award  of  his  imperial  majesty,  as  arbitrator,  his  good 
offices  have  been  further  invoked  to  assist  in  fram- 
ing such  convention  or  articles  of  agreement  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and  his  Britan- 
nic majesty,  as  shall  provide  the  mode  of  ascertain- 
ing and  determining  the  value  of  slaves  and  of  other 
private  property,  which  may  have  been  carried 
away  in  contravention  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and 
for  which  indemnification  is  to  be  made  to  the  ci- 
tizens of  the  United  States,  in  virtue  of  his  impe- 
rial majesty’s  said  award,  and  shall  secure  compen- 
sation to  the  sufferers  for  their  losses,  so  ascertain, 
ed  and  determined.  And  his  imperial  majesty  has 
consented  to  lend  his  mediation  for  the  above  pur 
pose,  and  has  constituted  and  appointed  Charles 
Robert  Count  Nesselrode,  his  imperial  majesty’s 
privy  counsellor,  member  of  the  council  of  state, 
secretary  of  state  directing  the  imperial  department 
of  foreign  affairs,  chamberlain,  knight  of  the  order 
of  Saint  Alexander  Nevsky,  grand  cross  of  the  or- 
der of  Saint  Vladimir  of  the  first  class,  knight  of 
that  of  the  white  eagle  of  Poland,  grand  cross  of 
the  order  of  St.  Stephen  of  Hungary,  of  the  black 
and  of  the  red  eagle  of  Prussia,  of  the  legion  of 
honor  of  France,  of  Charles  III.  of  Spain,  of  Saint 
Ferdinand  and  of  merit  of  Naples,  of  the  annuncia- 
tion of  Sardinia,  of  the  polar  star  of  Sweden,  of  the 
elephant  of  Denmark,  of  the  golden  eagle  of  Wir- 
temberg,  of  fidelity  of  Baden,  of  Saint  Constan- 
tine of  Parma,  and  of  Guelph  of  Hanover;  and  John 
Count  Capodistrtas,  his  imperial  majesty’s  privy 
counsellor,  and  secretary  of  state,  knight  of  the 
order  of  St.  Alexander  Nevsky,  grand  cross  of  the 
order  of  St.  Vladimir  of  the  first  class,  knight  of 


that  of  the  white  eagle  of  Poland,  grand  cross  of 
the  order  of  St. 'Stephen  of  Hungary,  of  tlie  black 
and  of  the  red  eagle  of  Prussia,  of  the  legion  of  ho- 
nor of  France,  of  Charles  HI.  of  Spain,  of  St.  Fer- 
dinand and  of  merit  of  Naples,  of  St.  Man  . ice  and 
of  St.  Lazarus  of  Sardinia,  of  the  elephant  of  Den- 
mark, of  fidelity  and  of  the  lion  of  Zahringen  of  Ba- 
den, burgher  of  the  Canton  of  Vaud,  and  also  of  the 
Canton  and  of  the  republic  of  Geneva,  as  his  pleni- 
potentiaries to  treat,  adjust,  and  conlude  such  ar- 
ticles of  agreement  as  may  tend  to  the  attainment 
of  the  above  mentioned  end,  with  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries of  the  United  States  and  of  his  Britannic 
majesty;  that  is  to  say:  on  the  part  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  senate  thereof,  Henrt  Middleton,  a citizen 
of  the  said  United  States,  and  their  envoy  extraor- 
dinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  his  majesty 
the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias:  and  on  the  part  of 
his  majesty  the  king  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  the  right  hon.  Sir  Charles 
Bagot,  one  of  his  majesty’s  most  honorable  privy 
council,  knight  grand  cross  of  the  most  honorable 
order  of  the  Bath,  and  his  majesty’s  ambassador 
extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  to  his  majesty 
the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias.  And  the  said  pleni- 
potentiaries, after  a reciprocal  communication  of 
their  respective  full  powers,  found  in  good  and  due 
form,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles: 

ARTICLE  1. 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  determining 
the  amount  of  indemnification  which  may  be  due  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States  under  the  decision  of 
his  imperial  majesty,  two  commissioners  and  two 
arbitrators  shall  be  appointed  in  the  manner  follow- 
ing: That  is  to  say,  one  commissioner  and  one  arbi- 
trator shall  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  presi 
dent  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by,  and  w’ith, 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  thereof;  and 
one  commissioner  and  one  arbitrator  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  hi.s  Britannic  majesty.  And  the  two  com- 
missioners and  two  arbiirators,  thus  appointed,  shall 
meet  and  hold  their  sittings  as  a board  in  the  city 
of  Washington.  They  shall  have  power  to  appoint 
a secretary,  and  before  proceeding  to  the  other 
business  of  the  commission,  they  shall,  respectively, 
take  the  following  oath,  (or  affirmation),  in  the 
presence  of  each  other.  Which  oath  or  affirmation, 
being  so  taken,  and  duly  attested,  shall  be  entered 
on  the  record  of  their  proceedings;  that  is  to  say:  “I 
“ A.  B.  one  of  the  commissioners,  (or  arbitrators  as 
“ the  case  may  be),  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the 
“ convention  concluded  at  St.  Petersburg  on  the 
«30th  day  of  June,  (I2th  day  of  July),  1822,  be- 
“ tween  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias, 
« the  United  States  of  America,  and  his  Britannic 
“ majesty,  do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm),  that  I 
“ will  diligently,  impartially,  and  carefully  examine, 
“ and,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  according  to  jus- 
« tice  and  equity,  decide  all  matters  submitted  to 
“ me  as  commissioner,  (or  arbitrator,  as  the  case 
« may  be),  under  the  said  convention.” 

All  vacancies  occurring  by  death  or  otherwise 
shall  be  filled  up  in  the  manner  of  the  original  ap- 
pointment, and  the  new  commissioners  or  arbitra- 
tors shall  take  the  same  oath  or  affirmation,  and 
perform  the  same  duties. 

ARTICLE.  2. 

If,  at  the  first  meeting  of  this  board,  the  govern- 
ments of  the  United  States  and  of  Great  Britain 
shall  not  have  agreed  upon  an  average  value,  to  be 
allowed  as  compensation  for  each  slave  for  whom 
indemnification  may  be  due;  then,  and  in  that  case, 
the  commissioners  and  arbitrators  shall  conjointly 
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proceed  to  examine  the  testimony  which  shall  be 
produced  uiider  the  authority  of  tlie  president  of 
the  United  States,  together  with  such  otlier  com- 
petent testimony  as  they  may  see  cause  to  require 
or  allow,  going  to  prove  the  li  ue  value  of  slaves  at 
the  period  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent;  and  upon  the  evidence  so  obtained, 
they  shall  agree  upon  and  fix  the  a . erage  value.  But 
in  case  that  a ma  jority  of  the  board  of  commissioners 
and  arbitrators  should  not  be  able  to  agree  respect- 
ing such  average  value,  then  and  in  that  case,  re 
course  shall  be  had  to  the  arbitration  of  the  minister 
or  other  agent  oF  the  mediating  power,  accredited  to 
the  government  of  the  Unileil  States.  A statement 
of  the  evidence  produce  d,  and  of  the  proceedings  ol 
the  board  thereupon,  shall  be  communicated  to  the 
said  minister  or  agent,  and  his  decision,  founded 
upon  such  evidence  and  proceedings,  shall  be  final 
and  conclusive.  And  the  said  average  value,  when 
fixed  and  determined  by  either  of  the  three  before 
mentioned  methods,  shall  in  all  cases  serve  as  a rule 
for  the  compensation  to  be  awarded  for  each  and 
every  slave  for  whom  it  may  afterwards  be  found 
that  indemnification  is  due. 

AUTICtE  3. 

When  the  average  value  of  slaves  shall  have  been 
ascertained  and  fixed,  the  two  commissioners  shall 
constitute  a board  for  the  examination  of  the  claims 
which  are  to  be  submitted  to  them,  and  they  shall 
notify  to  the  secretary  of  state  of  the  United  States, 
that  they  are  ready  to  receive  a definitive  list  of 
the  slaves  and  other  private  property,  for  which 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  claim  indemnifica- 
tion; it  being  understood  and  hereby  agreed  that 
the  commission  shall  not  take  cognizance  of,  nor 
receive,  and  that  his  Britannic  majesty  shall  not  be 
required  to,  make  compensation  for  any  claims  for 
private  property  under  the  first  article  of  the  trea- 
ty of  Ghent,  not  contained  in  the  said  list.  And  his 
Britannic  majesty  hereby  engages  to  cause  to  be  pro- 
duced  before  the  commission,  as  material  towards 
ascertaining  facts,  all  the  evidence  of  which  his  ma- 
jesty’s  government  may  be  in  possession,  by  re- 
turns from  his  majesty’s  officers  or  otherwise,  of  the 
number  of  slaves  carried  away  But  the  evidence 
so  produced,  or  its  defectiveness,  shall  not  go  in  bar 
of  any  claim  or  claims  which  shall  be  otherwise  sa- 
tisfactorily authenticated. 

AHTiCtE  4. 

The  two  commissioners  are  hereby  empowered 
and  required  to  go  into  an  examination  of  all  the 
claims  submitted,  through  the  above-mentioned  list, 
by  the  owners  of  slaves  or  other  property,  or  by 
their  lawful  attorneys  or  representatives,  and  to  de- 
termine the  same,  respectively,  according  to  the 
merits  of  the  several  cases,  under  the  rule  of  the 
imperial  decision  herein  above  recited,  and  having 
reference,  if  need  there  be,  to  the  explanatory 
documents  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A and  B. 
And  in  considering  such  claims,  the  commissioners 
are  empowered,  and  required,  to  examine,  on 
oath,  or  affirmation,  all  such  persons  as  shall  come 
before  them,  touching  the  real  number  of  the 
slaves,  or  value  of  other  property,  for  which  indem 
nification  is  claimed:  and,  also,  to  receive  in  evi- 
dience,  according  as  they  may  think  consistent 
with  equity  and  justice,  written  depositions  or  pa- 
pers, such  depositions  or  papers  being  duly  authen- 
ticated, either  according  to  existing  legal  forms, 
or  in  such  other  manner  as  the  said  commissioners 
shall  see  cause  to  require  or  allow. 

auticle  5. 

In  the  event  of  the  two  commisioners  not  agree- 
ing in  any  particular  case  under  examination,  or  of 


their  disagreement  upon  any  question  w’hich  may 
result  from  the  stipulations  of  this  convention,  then 
and  in  that  case  they  shall  draw  by  lot  the  name  of 
one  of  the  two  arbitrators,  who,  after  having  gi\eii 
due  consideration  to  the  matter  contested,  shall 
consult  with  the  commissioners,  and  a final  decision 
shall  be  given,  conformably  to  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  two  commissioners,  and  of  the  arbi- 
trator so  drawn  by  lot.  And  the  arbitrator,  when 
so  acting  with  the  two  commissioners,  shall  be 
bound  in  all  respects  by  the  rules  of  proceeding.s  en- 
joined by  the  fourth  article  of  this  convention  upon 
the  commissioners,  and  shall  be  vested  with  the 
same  powers,  and  be  deemed,  for  that  case,  a com- 
missioner. 

ATITICLE  6. 

The  decision  of  the  two  commissioners,  or  of 
the  majority  of  the  board,  as  constituted  by  the 
preceding  article,  shall  in  all  cases  be  final  and 
conclusive,  whether  as  to  number,  the  value,  or 
the  ownership  of  the  slaves,  or  other  property,  for 
which  indemnification  is  to  be  made.  And  his  Bri- 
tanic  majesty  engages  to  cause  the  sum  awarded 
to  each  and  every  owner  in  lieu  of  his  slave  or 
slaves,  or  other  property,  to  be  paid  in  specie, 
without  deduction,  at  such  time  or  times,  and  at 
such  place  or  places,  as  shall  be  awarded  by  the 
said  commissioners,  and  on  condition  of  such  re- 
leases or  assignments  to  be  given,  as  they  shall  di- 
rect; Provided,  that  no  such  payments  shall  be  fixed 
to  take  place  sooner  than  twelve  months  from  the 
day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  con- 
vention. 

AnricLE  r. 

It  is  farther  agreed,  tliat  the  commissioners  and 
arbitrators  shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such  manner 
as  shall  be  settled  between  the  governments  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  at  the  time  of  the 
exchange  of  the  ratification  of  this  convention. 
And  all  other  expenses  attending  the  execution  of 
the  commission,  shall  be  defrayed  jointly  by  the 
United  States  and  his  Britannic  majesty,  the  same 
being  previously  ascertained  and  allowed  by  the 
majority  of  the  board. 

ARTTCLE  8. 

A certified  copy  of  this  convention,  when  duly  ra» 
tified  by  his  majesty  the  emperor  of  all  the  Russias, 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  their  senate,  and  by  his 
Britannic  majesty,  shall  be  delivered  by  each  of  the 
contracting  parties,  respectively,  to  the  minister 
or  other  agent  of  the  mediating  power,  accredited 
to  the  government  of  the  United  States,  as  soon  as 
may  be  after  the  ratifications  shall  have  been  ex- 
changed, wliich  last  shall  be  effected  at  Washing- 
ton, in  six  months  from  the  date  hereof,  or  sooner 
if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries 
have  signed  this  convention,  drawn  up  in  two  lan- 
guages, and  have  hereunto  affixed  their  seals. 

Done  in  triplicate,  at  St.  Petersburg,  this  thir- 
tieth [twelfth]  day  of  June,  [July]  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-two. 


[1.  3.] 

NESSELRODE, 

[E.  S.] 

CAPODISTRIAS, 

[L.  S.] 

HENRY  MIDDLETON 

[t.  s.] 

CHARLES  BAGOT. 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  James  Mo.v- 
ROE,  president  of  the  United  States,  have  caused 
the  said  convention  to  be  made  public;  to  the  end 
that  the  same,  and  every  clause  thereof,  may  be 
observed  and  fulfilled  with  good  faith  by  the  United 
States  and  the  citizens  thereof. 
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In  witness,  whereof,  I have  liereunto  set  my 
[L.  s,]  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washing’ton,  this  ele- 
venth day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  ei,^ht  hundred  and 
t\yenty-three,  and  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  the  forty  seventh. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

By  the  president: 

John  Quiver  Adams,  Secretary  of  State. 


Alteration  of  the  Tariff. 

copy  OP  A DILL  WHICH  IS  NOW  PENDINO  1ST  THE 
HOUSE  OF  UFPKESENTATIVE8, 

A bill  for  the  more  effectual  encouragement  and 
protection  of  certain  domestic  manufactures. 

JBe  it  enacted,  &c  That,  from  an  after  therthir 
tieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty  three,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  imposed  by 
law,  on  the  importation  of  the  articles  hereinafter 
enumerated,  there  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid,  the  following  duties,  that  is  to  say: 

First.  A duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem 
on  al!  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool  is  a 
component  part:  Provided,  That  all  vvoollen  cloths, 
or  cloths  of  which  wool  is  a component  part,  ex- 
cepting blankets,  flannels,  and  worsted  or  stufl' 
good,  the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per 
centum,  shall  be  less  than  eighty  cents  per  square 
yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deem- 
ed to  have  cost  eighty  cents  per  square  yard,  and 
shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly. 

Second.  A duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem  on  all  manufactures  of  cotton,  silk,  flax,  or 
hemp,  not  herein  particularly  specified,  or  of  which 
either  of  these  materials  is  a component  part:  Pro- 
vided,  1‘hat  all  cotton  cloths,  or  of  which  cotton  is 
a component  material,  (excepting  nankeensimport- 
ed  directly  from  China,  and  excepting  cloths  color 
ed  or  dyed,  wholly  or  in  parts,  the  original  cost  of 
which,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  ad 
dition  of  twenty  per  centum,  if  imported  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from  places  beyond  it,  and 
and  of  ten  per  centum,  if  imported  from  any  other 
place,  shall  be  less  than  twenty  five  cents  per 
square  yard,"  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  twenty-five  cents  per 
square  yard,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accord- 
ingly: And,  that  all  cotton  cloths,  or  of  which  cot 
ton  is  a component  part,  colored  or  dyed,  wholly  or 
in  part,  the  original  cost  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  with  the  addition  aforesaid,  shall 
be  less  than  thirty  five  cents  per  square  yard,  shall, 
with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have 
cost  thirty-five  cents  per  square  pard,  and  shall  be 
charged  with  duty  accordingly:  And  that  all  un- 
bleached and  uncnlored  cotton,  twist,  yarn,  or 
thread,  the  original  cost  of  which  shall  be  less  than 
sixty  cents  per  pound,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  have  cost  sixty  cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be 
charged  with  duty  accordingly;  And  all  bleached 
or  colored  yarn,  twist,  or  thread,  the  original  cost 
of  which  shall  be  less  than  serenty-five  cents  per 
pound,  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  se- 
venty-five cents  per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged 
with  duty  accordingly;  And, provided,  also,  I'bat  all 
linen  or  hempen  cloths,  or  cloths  of  which  flax  or 
hemp  is  a component  material,  not  herein  particu- 
larly specified,  the  cost  of  which,  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of  ten  per  cen- 
tum, shall  be  less  than  twenty-five  cent^per  square 


yard,  shall,  with  such  aUtlition,  be  ':*keii  and  deem- 
ed to  have  cost  twenty  five  cents  per  square  yard, 
and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly. 

A duty  of  thirty  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  nan- 
keens. 

Third.  A duty  of  tvventy-five  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem on  printing  types,  brass  wire,  cutlery,  pins, 
needles,  buttons,  button  moulds,  buckles  of  all 
kinds,  japanned  wares  of  all  kinds,  cannon,  muskets, 
fire  arms,  and  side  arms,  and  on  all  manufactures, 
not  her',  in  specified,  made  of  brass,  iron,  steel, 
pewter,  lead,  or  tin,  or  of  which  any  of  these  raet- 
talsis  a component  material. 

A duty  of  forty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  on  all 
Leghorn  and  silk  hats;  Provided,  That,  if  the  cost 
of  the  same,  at  the  place  whence  imported,  with 
the  addition  of  ten  per  centum,  shall  be  less  than 
one  dollar  each,  they  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  cost  one  dollar  each,  and  shall  be  charged 
with  duty  accordingly. 

The  following  duties  severally  and  specifically: 

On  lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  or  sheets,  two  cents  per 
pound; 

On  leaden  shot,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  red  or  white  lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  four 
cents  per  pound: 

On  hemp,  two  and  a quarter  cents  per  pound; 

On  tarred  cable  and  cordage,  four  cents  per 
pound; 

On  untarred  cordage,  yarns,  twine,  pack  thread, 
and  seins,  five  cents  per  pound; 

On  linseed  and  hempseed  oil,  twenty  five  cents 
per  gallon; 

On  wool, cents  per  pound; 

On  copperas,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  iron,  in  bars  and  bolts,  not  manufactured,  iri 
whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  one  dollar  per  hundred 
weight; 

On  round  iron  oT  braziers’  rods,  of  three  six- 
teenths to  eight-sixteenths  of  an  inch  diameter,  in- 
clusive, three  dollars  per  hundred  weight; 

On  iron,  in  sheets  or  hoops,  three  dollars  per  hun- 
dred weight; 

On  slit  iro«,  in  nail  or  spike  rods,  three  dollars 
per  hundred  weight; 

On  iron  spikes,  three  cents  per  pound; 

On  nails,  five  cents  per  pound; 

On  iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number 
eighteen,  five  cents  per  pound;  and  over  number 
eighteen,  nine  cents  per  pound. 

On  plough  places,  or  share  moulds,  one  and  a 
half  cents  per  pound; 

On  anvils,  two  cents  per  pound; 

On  iron  cables,  or  chains,  or  parts  thereof,  three 
cents  per  pound;  and  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed 
on  the  exportation  of  iron  cables,  or  parts  thereof; 

On  spades  and  shovels,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  dozen; 

On  screws,  manufactured  of  iron  or  brass,  weigh- 
ing twenty  five  pounds  and  upwards,  fifteen  cents 
per  pound; 

On  screws  of  iron,  for  wood,  called  wood  screws, 
not  exceeding  one  inch  in  length,  eight  cents  per 
groce;  over  one  inch,  and  not  exceeding  two  inches 
in  length,  fourteen  cents  per  groce;  over  two  inches 
in  length,  twenty  cents  per  groce; 

On  all  wares,  or  flint  glass,  of  whatever  descrip- 
tion, cut  or  uncut,  a duty  of  six  cents  per  pound, 
and  in  addition  thereto,  an  ad  valorem  duty  of 
twenty  per  centum; 

On  window  glass,  not  above  eight  inches  by  ten 
inches  in  size,  three  dollars  per  hundred  square 
feet;  hot  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  size^ 
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three  dollars  and  twenty  five  cents  per  lunuired 
square  feet;  and  if  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  in- 
ches in  size,  three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents 
per  huncirecl  square  feet; 

On  black  glass  bottles,  two  dollars  per  groce; 

On  all  other  articles  of  glass,  five  cents  per 
pound; 

On  Russia  duck,  per  piece,  of  fifty -two  archeens, 
two  dollars; 

On  Raven’s  duck,  per  peice,  of  fifty-two  archeens, 
one  dollar  and  twenty-live  cents; 

On  Holland  duck,  per  peice,  ot  fifty-two  archeens, 
two  dollars  and  fifty  cents; 

On  all  printing  paper,  eight  cents  per  pound; 

Wrapping  paper,  six  cents  per  pound; 

Colored  paper,  six  cents  per  pound; 

Writing  paper,  not  otherwise  described,  twelve 
cents  per  pound; 

Sugar  loaf  paper,  four  cents  per  pound; 

Letter  or  folio  post  paper,  fifteen  cts.  per  pound; 

Book  binder’s  bandbox,  and  sheating  paper, three 
cents  per  pound; 

On  printed  paper  hangings  fifteen  cts.  per  pound; 

On  all  other  paper,  six  cents  per  pound; 

Sec  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  I'hat,  in  all  cases, 
all  articles  composed,  or  mixed  of  various  materials, 
shall  pay  the  highest  duty  to  which  articles  manu- 
factured from  any  of  such  materials  are  subject. 

Sec.  3.  Atid  be  it  further  enacted,  'I'hat,  from  and 
after  the day  of one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty to  the  duties  on  any  goods, 

wares,  and  merchandise,  whatsoever,  there  shall  be 
added  and  paid  the  full  amount  of  such  bounty  or 
premium,  or  allowance  in  nature  thereof,  as,  on  the 
exportation  of  similar  articles,  may  be  given,  paid, 
or  allowed  in  the  place  or  country  whence  the 
same  shall  be  exported,  or  in  the  place  or  country, 
wherein  the  same  shall  be  produced  or  manufac- 
tured, which  shall  be  calculated  and  ascertained, 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  shall,  from  time  to  time,  prescribe. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  addi- 
lion  of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  seve- 
ral  rates  of  duties  hereby  imposed  upon  the  seve- 
ral articles  aforesaid,  which,  after  the  said  thirti- 
eth day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
'twenty-three,  shall  be  injported  in  ships  or  vessels 
not  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  That  this  addi- 
tion shall  not  apply  to  articles  imported  in  ships  or 
vessels,  not  of  the  United  States,  entitled,  by  trea 
ty,  or  by  any  act  of  congress,  to  be  admitted  on 
payment  of  the  same  duties  that  are  paid  on  like 
articles  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  ®f  the  United 
States. 

Sec  5,  Knd  be  it  further  enacted,  J'hat  there  shall 
be  allowed  a drawback  of  the  duties  by  this  act  im- 
posed, upon  the  exportation  of  any  articles  that 
shall  have  paid  the  same,  within  the  time,  and  in 
the  manner,  and  subject  to  the  restrictions  pre- 
scribed in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
“an  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage,” passed  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  'I'liat  the  exist- 
ing laws  sliall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for  the  col- 
lection of,  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  for  tlie 
prosecution  and  punishment  of  all  oirencas,  and 
for  the  recovery,  collection,  distribution,  and  re 
mission  of  all  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures,  as 
fully  and  efiectually  as  if  every  regulation,  penalt}', 
forfeiture,  provision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing,  to 
that  elfect  in  the  existing  laws  contained,  had  been 
inserted  in,  and  re-enacted  by,  this  act. 


Seventeenth  Congress — Slid  session. 

IN  THK  SI.NATK, 

January  10.  The  bill  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, making  partial  appropriations  for  the 
expenses  of  government,  was  referred,  taken  up, 
and,  by  general  consent,  passed. 

The  bill  to  aljoliih  imprisonment  for  debt  was 
postponed  until  moiiday. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  ask  leave,  of 
which  he  yesterday  gave  notice,  to  introduce  a re- 
solution proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  Mr.  T.  prefaced  his  mo- 
tion with  a few  remarks.  He  adverted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances which  led  to  the  former  amendment  of 
the  constitution  in  relation  to  the  election  ot  pre- 
sident and  vice-president  of  the  United  States,  by 
which  it  was  required  that  the  person  should  be 
designated  for  each  office  by  the  electors;  he  de- 
scribed tlie  evil  which  that  amendment  was  intend- 
ed to  cure,  and  said  that  if  it  had  been  foreseen 
that  the  evil  could  occur  in  a different  form,  the 
remedy  would  have  been  extended  to  meet  it. — 
Mr  T.  deprecated  any  improper  fastidiousness  in 
recurring  to  the  constitution,  either  for  instruction 
or  for  its  improvement.  If  ever  the  time  should 
arrive  when  it  would  be  considered  as  vain  or  ridi- 
culous to  do  so,  the  powers  of  the  constitution 
would  become  remitted,  a.nd  merged  in  legislation 
and  precedents;  and  we  should  gradually  return  t© 
the  spirit,  the  principles,  and  the  practice,  of  the 
British  government,  where  precedent  and  legisla- 
tion controlled  every  thing.  Mr.  T.  inculcated, 
impressively,  a constant  attention  to  the  constitu- 
tion, the  practice  of  testing  every  act  of  legislation 
by  it,  and  a vigilant  care  not  only  that  its  powers 
should  be  rigorously  exercised,  but  that  it  should 
be  repaired  and  improved  whenever  the  public 
good  should  repuire  it  to  be  done.  If  an  appro- 
priation of  money,  he  argued,  were  necessary  to 
repair  a public  road,  it  might  be  said,  with  equal 
propriety,  that  an  appropriation  of  attention  and 
care  were  necessary  to  keep  the  constitution  in  re- 
pair. Inattention  to  that,  he  said,  would  produce 
in  it  fi>rrows  and  dilapidation,  and  would  bring  it 
into  the  same  disuse,  that  neglect  would  cause  in  a 
public  road.  Mr.  T.  after  other  remarks  of  the 
same  character,  and  to  enforce  the  same  genera! 
sentiment,  went  on  to  say  that  whenever  any  opi- 
nions or  wishes  were  demonstrated  to  be  general 
with  the  people,  they  ouglit  tube  attended  to  and 
put  in  practice.  It  was  manifest  he  thought,  that 
this  was  the  case  in  regard  to  the  present  mode,  in 
the  last  resort,  of  electing  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  :rncl  that  the  people  universally  de- 
precatetl  the  election  of  the  president  by  the  house 
of  representatives.  Thinking  so,  he  liad  sought  to 
provide  a remedy,  and,  therefore,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  the  following  joint  Resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  rcfjrcsentatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  two-thirds  of  both  houses  concurring.  That  the 
foilowiiie;  ameiulment  of  the  constitution  of  tlie  United  States  be 
proposed  to  the  lefrislature  of  the  several  states: 

“The  electors  of  a president  and  vice  president  shall  meet  on 

the (ley  of ne-xt  inecedmgrthe  expiration  of  the  time  for 

which  the  existinir  president  may  have  been  appointed,  vote  fora 
president  and  vice  president,  according  to  the  constitution,  am! 
make  two  lists  of  all  peison.s  voted  for,  to  be  signed  and  certified 
by  them;  one  to  be  delivered  sealed  to  the  president  of  the  United 

States,  within days  thereafter,  to  be  opened  and  examined  by 

him;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  no  person  has  received  tlie  votes 
of  a majority  of  the  electors  appointed,  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  slull  ffirthwith,  by  proclamation,  and  also  by  notifica- 
tions to  the  expcntives  of  each  state,  publish  the  number  of  votes 
given  to  each  person  as  president,  whereupon  the  said  elector* 

shall  ag.iiii  meet  on  the day  of next  succeeding  their 

first  mteiii  g,  and  vote  for  one  of  the  two  persons,  as  pn  .sideiit, 
who  shalj  have  received,  at  their  first  meeting,  the  greatest 
mimher  of  votes  for  that  ofllce;  or,  if  it  should  happen  that 
niore  persons  than  two  should  li.ave  received  the  greatest  ntimter 
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and  aJso  an  equal  number  of  vote»,  the  $aid  electors  shall  vote  for 
one  of  them  as  president.  The  said  electors  shall  transmit  one  of 
the  lists  to  he  made  at  their  first  meeting,  and  also  that  to  be 
made  at  their  second,  should  it  take  place,  to  be  proceeded  upon 
as  the  constitution  has  prescribed,  except  that  the  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  said 
electors  shall  be  the  president.  But  if  two  or  more  persons  shall 
have  received  the  greatest,  and  an  equal  number  of  votes  at  the 
second  meeting  of  the  said  electors,  the  house  of  representatives 
shall  choose  one  of  them  for  president  in  the  mode  prescribed  by 
the  constitution. 

The  leave  was  granted,  and  the  resolution  was 
read  and  passed  to  a second  reading. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  present  mode  of  sup- 
plying the  army,  was  ordered  to  a third  reading—- 
and  several  other  bills  were  read,  &c.  The  senate 
spent  some  time  in  the  consideration  of  executive 
business  and  then  adjourned. 

January  13.  Mr.  Barbour^  from  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations,  reported  a bill  to  regulate  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  certain  British  colonial  ports;  and  the  bill  was 
read. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  the  information  re 
quested,  some  weeks  ago,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Johnson^  of  Kentucky,  as  to  the  number  of  arms 
required  annually  to  supply  the  western  states, 
&c.  &.C. 

The  chief  part  of  this  day  was  spent  on  local 
business, 

January  14.  Much  local  or  private  business  was 
attended  to.  The  bills  from  the  other  house,  to 
continue  the  present  mode  of  supplying  the  army 
of  the  United  States;  and  to  enable  the  proprietors 
of  lands  held  by  the  titles  derived  from  the  United 
States,  to  obtain  copies  of  papers  from'the  proper 
department,  and  to  declare  the  effect  of  such,  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  returned. 

The  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  was 
further  discussed  and  occupied  the  senate  until  it 
adjourned. 

January  15.  After  other  business— The  senate 
proceeded  to  the  appointment  of  a select  commit- 
tee, for  the  reference  of  Mr.  Taylor's  proposed 
amendment  to  the  constitution;  and  Messrs.  Taylor^ 
of  Va.  of  New  York,  Macons  Vickerso?iy  and 

Smitht  of  South  Carolina,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  senate,  in  a committee  of  the  whole,  spent 
the  rest  of  the  day,  [except  a small  space  of  time 
on  executive  business],  in  considering  the  bill  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  which  was  again 
pretty  fully  debated.  Postponed  till  to-morrow. 

HOUSK  OF  HF-FBKSFNTATIVES, 

Thursday,  Jan.  9.  The  following  were  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  bill  to  appropriate  a certain  quan 
tity  of  land  to  defray  the  charge  of  laying  out  and 
making  a road  from  the  mouth  of  the  Miami,  of  lake 
Erie,  to  the  Connecticut  Reserve,  in  the  slate  of 
Ohio: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen,  of  Mass.  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  Ar- 
cher, Barber,  of  Conn.  Barber,  of  Ohio,  Barstow,  Bateman,  Bayly, 
Bigelow,  Borland, Breckenridge,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burrows,  But. 
ler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  of  New  York,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Can- 
non, Carter,  Cassedy,  Chambers,  Conkling,  Cook,  Crafts.  Crudup. 
Cushman,  Dane,  Denison,  Dickinson,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards, of  Conn.  Edwards,  of  Penn.  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forrest, 
Forward,  Fuller,  Govan,  Hardin,  Harris,  Harvey,  Hemphill,  Hill, 
Holcontbe,  Hooks,  Hubbard,  Ingham,  Jackson,  Jennings,  Francis 
Johnson,  John  T.  Johnson,  Jones,  of  Va.  Jones,  of  I'enn.  Kent, 
Keyes.  Kirkland,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  LittLe, 
McCarty,  McLane,  McKim,  McNeill,  MeSherry,  Mallary,  Matlack, 
Matson,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell,  of  Penn.  Mitchell, 
of  S.  Carolina,  Moore,  of  Va.  Moore,  of  Alab.  Morgan,  Murray, 
Neale,  Nelson,  of  Mass.  Nelson,  of  Va.  Newton,  Patterson,  of  N. 
York,  Patterson,  of  Penn.  Phillips,  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  of 
N.  H.  Plnmer,  of  Penn.  Reed,  of  Mass.  Heed,  of  Md.  Rhea, 
Rochester,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Russell, Sanders,  Scott,  Sloane, 
Wm.  Smith.  Spencer,  Sterling,  of  Conn.  Sterling  of  N.  York,  J. 
Stephenson,  Stewart,  Swan,  Tattnall,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod, 
TowiDSon,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker,  of  Va.  Tucker,  of  S.  C. 


Udree,  Upham,  Vance.  Van  R.  nssela  r.  Walker.  Walworth  Whip, 
pie.  White,  Williamson,  Wilson,  Wood.  Woodcock,  Woodson. 
-130. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Alexander,  Bassett, Blackledge.  Burton,  Cocke, 
Condict,  .Conner,  Edwards.  N.  C.  Garnett,  Gilmer,  Gorham, 
Hawks,  McCoy,  Rich,  Rodney,  Russ,  Arthur  Smith,  Stesddard,  Van 
Wyck,  Willia.ms,  of  Va.  Williams,  of  N.  C.— 21. 

Friday  Jan  10.  Atu  r atienduig  to  many  minor 
matters — the  house,  in  a committee  of  the  whole, 
took  up  the  bill  providing  for  disciplining  the  militia. 

A long  (R'bate  followed — Messrs.  Sanders,  Keyes, 
Dwight,  Woodcock  '&nd  /Yot/r/ opposed — and  Messrs. 
Chambers,  Cannon,  and  Williamson  supported  it. — 
Finally,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  house 
adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday,  Jan.  13.  Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs,  made  a report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  widow  and  child  of  lieut.  G.  Pearce,  ac- 
compained  with  a resolution,  recommending  that 
the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con 
sideration  of  the  said  petition;  and  that  it  be  refer- 
red to  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund; 
which  report  and  resolution  were  concurred  in  by 
the  house. 

Mr.  F.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a bill 
for  the  relief  of  Penelope  Denny;  which  bill  was 
twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  from  the  committee  of 
claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  merchants  of  Baltimore  for  further  com- 
pensation for  damages  sustained  by  vessels  sunk  in 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  that  city  during  the 
late  war,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Walworth,  of  New  York,  rose  and  said  it  had 
become  his  unpleasant  duty  to  inform  the  house,  and 
particularly  his  worthy  friend  from  Kentucky,  who 
a few  dnys  since  moved  a resolution  on  the  subject, 
(to  whom  Mr.  \V.  took  this  opportunity  to  tender 
the  thanks  of  the  friends  of  the  deceased),  that  it 
was  no  longer  in  their  power  to  render  a tribute  of 
gratitude  to  the  memory  of  the  gallant  Allen,  by 
providingforthenecessities  of  his  bereaved  mother. 
Mrs.  Allen’s  health,  said  Mr.  W.  had  long  been  im- 
paired, and  she  was  unable  to  sustain  the  shock, 
produced  by  the  sudden  and  tragical  death  of  her 
brave  son,  who  was  the  hope  of  her  old  age,  and  on 
whose  filial  piety  she  depended  for  the  support  of 
her  declining  years.  Hen  heart,  said  Mr.  VV.  has 
been  broken,  by  this  cruel  and  unexpected  stroke 
of  adversity,  and  her  spirit  has  taken  its  departure 
to  meet  its  kindred  spirit  in  another  and  a better 
world.  But,  said  Mr.  W.  although  we  have  thus 
been  deprived  of  the  power  of  making  provision 
for  the  support  of  the  mother,  whose  welfare  oc- 
cupied his  latest  thoughts,  there  is  oi>e  still  left, 
who  has  a right  to  our  protecting  care.  And, 
said  Mr.  W.  I hope  and  trust  the  sister,  whose  de- 
solate situation  gave  an  additional  pang  to  the  heart 
of  the  dying  hero;  that  she,  who  has  thus  been  de- 
prived, not  only  of  the  support  of  a kind  and  wor- 
thy brother,  but  also  of  the  guardian  care  of  a pious 
and  affectionate  parent;  that  she,  who  has  now  a 
double  claim  to  our  protection  and  to  our  sympathy, 
may  receive  that  bounty,  which  congress  intended 
to  bestow  upon  the  mother,  who  is  now  removed 
beyond  the  reach  of  a nation’s  gratitude.  Mr.  W. 
concluded  by  moving  a recommitment  of  the  bill, 
for  the  relief  of  the  mother  and  sister  ol  lieut.  Allen, 
to  the  naval  committee,  that  it  might  receive  such 
amendments  as  present  circumstances  had  rendered 
necessary. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  the  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

On  motio  I of  Mr.  Rochester,  of  New  York,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force,  for  a further  term,  so  much 
• of  the  act,  entitled  “An  act  regulating  the  currency,  within  the 
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United  States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  BriUin,  France,  fortu^ 
gal  aii'J  Spain  and  the  crowns  of  France  and  five-franc  pjeces,  ■ 
naispd  on  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  as  relates  to  the  crowns  ot 
France  and  five-franc  pieces,  and  bare  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise.  . . 

[Mr.  R.  proposed,  at  first,  to  refer  this  subject  to 
one  of  the  standing' committees;  but,  on  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Uoss,  that  the  subject  was  of  sufficient  im- 
portauce  to  require  special  investigation  by  a se- 
lect committee,  Mr.  11.  varied  his  motion  accord- 
ingly]. ! 

The  Speaker  communicated  a letter  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a report  and 
statements  in  relation  to  a loan  ol  g 100,000,  for- 
merly made  to  the  commissioners  of  the  city  of 
"Washington;  also 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  accom- 
panied by  an  exhibit  shewing  the  number  of  officers 
of  each  grade  necessary  to  command  the  vessels  of 
the  navy. 

The  greater  part  of  this  day  was  spent  on  the 
bill  making  provision  for  the  occupation  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river.  It  was,  finally,  laid 
on  the  tab'e. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  14.  Several  resolutions  for  inquiry 
were  submitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JMcCoyy  the  bill,  entitled  “an 
act  in  addition  to  ‘an  act,  for  the  more  prompt  set- 
tlement  of  public  accouts,  and  for  the  punishment 
of  the  crime  of  perjury,”  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook^  of  Illinois,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  be  instmet- 

ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  requiring  all  payments  of  mo- 
ney out  <*f  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  be  paid  directly 
from  the  treasury,  to  the  party  entitled  to  receive  it,  where  such 
mode  of  payment  may  not  be  detrimental  to  the  public  interest. 

In  offering  this  resolution — 

Mr.  CooA:  said  he  had  but  a few  words  to  say  in 
support  of  the  resolution.  The  amount  of  money 
that  passed  into  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers, 
was  very  great;  and  the  number  of  those  officers 
was  multiplied  to  an  unnecessary  extent.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution,  he  said,  was  to  discontinue 
the  practice  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  those  offi- 
cers all  moneys  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  the 
public  interest  to  confide  to  them.  Ha  believed 
that  the  list  of  public  defaulters  was  greatly  swel- 
led  by  the  number  of  disbursing  officers  who  had 
been  faithless  in  making  their  disbursenoents.  If 
the  individuals  wlio  were  entitled  to  money  out  of 
the  treasury,  for  services  rendered  to  the  govern 
ment,  could  be  supplied  with  drafts  on  the  treasury, 
they  would,  in  most  instances,  prefer  them  to  the 
money,  particularly  in  distant  parts  of  the  union; 
and,  if  there  should  be  some  slight  inconvenience 
to  such  persons,  the  door  that  such  a practice 
would  close  against  official  fraud  and  peculation 
would  more  than  make  amends  for  it.  The  effect 
that  the  present  mode  of  paying  out  the  public 
money,  through  disbursing  agents,  had  upon  the 
public  morals,  was  highly  deleterious;  and,  if  the 
interest  of  individuals  could  be  properly  provided 
for,  and  at  the  same  time  remove  the  temptations, 
now  so  frequently  held  out  to  public  officers  to  be- 
tray the  confidence  reposed  in  them,  it  would  be 
an  important  point  gained.  That  some  measure 
could  be  adopted,  which  would  greatly  protect  the 
treasury  against  such  abuses  as  had  so  repeatedly 
happened  of  late  years,  he  had  no  doubt;  and  no 
committee  was  better  able  to  advise  that  measure 
than  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  JMr.  Woodcock  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  to  provide  for  procuring  the  necessary  sur- 
veys and  esUmates  for  certain  roads  and  canals. 


[This  bill  proposes  to  provide — “That  the  presi- 
dent ol  the  United  Stales  is  hereby  authorized  to 
cause  the  necessary  surveys,  plans,  and  estimates, 
to  be  made  for  a national  road  from  the  city  of 
Washington  to  that  of  New  Orleans;  and  for  canals, 
from  the  harbor  of  Boston,  to  the  south,  along  the 
Atlantic  sea-coast;  and  to  connect  the  waters  of  the 
Ohio  above,  with  those  below  the  falls  at  Louisville; 
lake  Erie  with  the  Ohio  river,  and  the  tide  waters 
of  the  Potomac  with  the  same  stream  at  Cumber- 
land, designating  what  parts  may  be  made  capable 
of  sloop  navigation;  and  for  communication  be- 
tween the  Susquehannah  and  the  rivers  Seneca  and 
Gennessee,  which  empty  into  lake  Ontario;  and 
between  the  Tennessee  and  Savannah,  and  between 
the  Tennessee, AlabamaandTombeckby  rivers;  and 
for  such  other  routes  for  roads  and  canals  as  he  may 
deem  of  national  importance  in  a commercial  or 
military  point  of  view.  The  surveys,  plans,  and  esti- 
mates, for  each,  when  completed,  to  be  laid  before 
congress. 

“Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That,  to  carry, 
into  effect  the  objects  of  this  set,,  the  president  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  employ  two  skilful 
civil  engineers,  and  such  officers  of  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, or  who  may  be  detailed  to  do  duty  with 
that  corps,  as  he  may  think  proper;  and  the  sum 
of dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropri- 

ated, to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated  ”] 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Siexoart  proposed  an  amendment — he  with- 
drew it  for  the  time  being,  that  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill  might  be  considered.  Mr.  Barbour ^ 
(the  speaker),  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section, 
and  supported  the  proposition  by  a speech  of  some 
length.  Mr.  Hemphill  replied.  The  motion  to 
strike  out  was  lost,  for  it  56,  against  it  62.  The 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house. 
Mr.  Edxuardsy  of  N.  C.  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
After  some  remarks,  they  yeas  and  nays  were  cal- 
led, as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Archer,  Barber,  of  Con.  Bar 
Slow,  Bassett,  Bigelow,  Borland,  Butler,  Cambreleng,  Cannon,  Car- 
ter, Cassedy,  Cocke,  Golden,  Conkling,  Conner,  Crafts.  Cuthbert, 
Dane,  Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Eiistis,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gebhard, 
Gilmer,  Gorham,  Hardin,  Harvey,  Hawks,  Herrick,  Hobart,  Hooks, 
Hubbard,  Jones,  of  Ya.  Keyes,  Kirkland,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lin- 
coln, Litchfield,  Long,  McCoy,  Matlocks,  Mitchell,  of  Pa.  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Murray,  Nelson,  of  Mass.  Pierson,  Reed,  of  Mass. 
Reid,  of  Geo.  Rhea,  Rodney,  Rnggles,  Russ,  Russell,  .Sanders, 
Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  A.  Stevenson,  Thompson.  Tom- 
linson, Tucker,  of  Va.  Tucker,  of  S.  C.  Van  Rensselaer,  Van  Wyck, 
Walker,  White,  Williams,  of  Va.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Williamson, 
Wilson,  Wood,  and  Wright.— 76. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Allen,  Ten.  Barber,  of  O.  Bateman,  Baylies, 
Bayly,  Blackledge,  Buchanan,  Burrows,  Campbell, of  O.  Chambers, 
Condict,  Cook,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Ed- 
wards, of  Con.  Edwards,  of  Penn.  Farrelly,  Findlay,  Forrest, 
Forward,  Gross,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Heni-phill,  Hill,  Holcombe,  Ing- 
ham, Jackson,. Tennings,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Jones,  of  Tenn.  Kent,  Little,  McCarty,  McLane,  MeSherry,  Malla- 
ry, Matlack,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell,  ot  S.  C.  Moore,  of  Va. 
Neale,  Nelson,  of  Md.  Newton,  Patterson,  of  Pen.  Phillips,  Plumer, 
of  N.  II.  Pliimer.  of  Pen.  Rich,  Rochester,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sloane, 
W.  Smith,  Sterling,  of  N.  Y.  Stewart,  Sv/an,  Tattnall,  Taylor, 
Trimble,  Udree.  Vance,  tValworth,  Warfield,  Whipple,  Woodcock, 
Woodson.-?  3. 

So  the  bill  wu.s  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

[The  circumstance  cf  thus  calling  and  recording 
the  yeas  and  nays,  is  regarded  as  a defeat  of  the 
bill]. 

Wednesday,  Jan.  15.  Much  time  was  spent  on  a 
resolution  requesting  a statement  .shewing  the  con- 
tracts that  had  been  made  for  the  survey  of  public 
lands,  See.  At  last,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Geo.  after  a short  speech,  proposed 
the  following  amendment  to  the  constitution,  that 
a great  question  might  be  settled. 
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Resolved,  by  tlic  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America,  in  congress  asssembled,  two  thirds  of  both 
houses  concurring.  That  the  following  amendment  to  the  con»ti- 
tioTi  of  the  United  States,  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  of  the  se- 
veral states,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths 
of  the  states,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  aud  purposes,  as  part  of 
the  said  constitution,  to  wit: 

“Congress  shall  have  powac  to  establish  and  construct  roads  and 
canals.” 

This  joint  resolution  received  its  first  reading, 
and  lies  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill,  entitled  “an  act  in  addition 
to  *an  act  tor  the  more  prompt  settlement  of  the 
public  accounts,  and  for  the  punishment  of  the 
crime  of  perjury,”  was  read  a third  time,  pcmd, 
and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  amend  the 
act  regulating  tl>e  collection  of  duties,  &c.  was 
read.  Several  amendments  were  suggested,  but 
the  committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again— and 
the  house  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  procerdixgs — jan.  16, 

In  the  senate^  the  day  ^'as  spent  in  debating  the 
bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt.  Mr.  Mills 
spoke  against  and  Mr.  Barbour  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

In  the  house  of  representatives — a bill  for  the  bet- 
ter organization  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  in  Louisiana,  was  introduced,  and,  after  de 
bate,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time 
—yeas  89,  nays  57. 

The  bill  further  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  occupied  the  chief  part  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  The  speakers  were  Messrs. 
Tracy,  McLane,  Cambreleng,  ffelsen,oi  Md.  Wood, 
Barstoxv,  McKim,  Buchanan,  Ingham  and  Little. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  the  es 
timates  of  appropriations  necessary  for  the  year 
1823;  which  were  referred  to  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means. 

The  Speaker  also  communicated  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  a statement 
shewing  the  names  of  the  surgeons  and  surgeon’s 
mates  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Sta  esnow  on  du 
ty;  their  respective  stations,  and  annual  compensa 
tion,  &c.  &c.  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  he  on 
the  table;  and 

The  house  adjourned  after  4 o’clock. 


CHRONICLE. 

Hugh  JVelson,  esq.  of  Virginia,  has  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  president,  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  senate,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  Spain,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  For- 
syth, who  is  about  to  return  home 

Jfaval.  A late  New  York  paper  says — the  U. 
States  steam  galley  Enterprize,  having  undergone 
the  necessary  alterations,  commodore  Porter  yes 
terday  hoisted  his  broad  pendant  on  board  of  Jier, 
and  made  a trial  of  her  speed  in  the  harbor.  1 he 
wind  blew  a gale  at  N.  W. — and,  although  she  dis- 
played a great  deal  of  canvass,  she  proved  to  be 
stiff,  and  capable  of  carrying  a great  press  of  sail. 
An  experiment  was  also  made  of  the  effect  which 
the  artillery  might  have  upon  the  engine.  The  re 
suit  was  perfectly  satisfactory: — the  machinery  was 
not  the  least  affected  by  the  shock.  The  Enter 
prize  then  passed  the  city,  moved  by  both  sails  and 
steam — the  wharves  were  crowded  with  citizens, 
who  viewed  with  much  satisfaction  the  performance 
of  the  vessel,  and  the  alterations  made  in  the  galley 
in  so  short  a space  of  time.  The  appearance  of 
the  Enterprize  is  very  warlike. 


The  steam  boat  purchased  by  com.  Porter  is 
now  called  the  Gdliot  Sea  Gull;  he  has  also  obtain- 
ed and  fitted  a ship  at  New  York,  which  he  calls  the 
“Decoy.”  The  former  is  directly  under  the  com- 
mand of  lieut  John  F.  Newton,  bearing  the  com- 
modore’s fiag;  the  latter  under  charge  of  lieut. 
Kearney.  These  vessels  have  left  New  York  to 
join  the  liglit  squadron  fitting  at  Norfolk. 

The  Alligator,  h court  of  inquiry  was  held  on 
board  the  U.  S.  frigate  Guerriere,  at  Norfolk,  on  the 
13lh  ult.  captain  William  Crane,  president,  to  in- 
vestigate  the  causes  nf  the  loss  of  the  U.  States 
schooner  Alligator,  under  the  command  of  lieut. 

J.  M.  Dale,  when  the  court  came  to  the  following 
opinion — 

That  the  loss  of  the  Alligator  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  variety  of  courses  steered  to  keep  company 
with  her  convoy,  the  counter-currents,  and  the 
haziness  and  darkness  of  the  night.  There  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a vigilant  look-out  kept,  but 
the  navigation  is  known  to  be  dangerous,  and  the 
charts  unfaithful;  and  they  believe  that  the  ablest 
navigators  are  often  deceived  on  this  coast. 

The  conduct  of  lieut.  Dale,  the  officers,  and  crew, 
appears  to  the  court  to  be  highly  praise  worthy, 
and  that  they  manifested  great  zeal  in  endeavoring 
to  save  the  vessel;  and  that  they  were  unsparing  in 
their  exertions  to  accomplish  it. 

Flour/ — Late  accounts  from  the  Pacific,  received 
in  Baltimore,  via  Panama  and  Chagres,  announce 
that  four  had  risen  to  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars 
per  barrel  at  Guayaquil! 

Massachusetts.  James  Lloyd  has  been  re-elected 
a senator  of  the  U.  States,  from  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, forsix  years  from  the  4th  of  March  next, 
Maryland.  Gen.  William  H.  Winder  has  bsen 
unanimously  elected  a member  of  the  senate,  vice 
Issac  McKim,  esq.  resigned — being  elected  to  con- 
gress.  The  choice  is  quite  satisfactory  to  Baltimore. 

Fatal  rencontre.  A Mr.  Irvine,  of  Richmond,  Ky, 
lately  attempted  to  horsewhip  the  editor  of  a news- 
paper in  that  place,  but  the  latter  shot  him  through 
the  heart  and  he  instantly  expired.  The  editor  has 
been  tried  before  the  examining  court  and  acquit- 
ted. 

Died,  on  Sunday  morning  last,  Jonathan  Inger- 
soil,  esq.  lieut.  governor  of  Connecticut,  in  the 
76tli  year  of  his  age. 

, at  Lancaster,  on  the  10th  inst.  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Dickson,  editor  of  the  “Intelligencer,”  aged 
59 — he  was  a veteran  republican  and  an  honest 
man. 

Rochester,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  is  situated  on 
the  Gennessee  river,  and  a principal  seat  of  trade  in 
the  western  district.  The  first  house  was  built 
here  in  1812-  it  now  contains  641  buildings,  437  of 
which  are  dwelling  houses.  It  has  four  meeting 
houses  and  many  considerable  factories. 

JVorthern  canal  of  JV.  Y.  During  the  season  just 
closed,  15  millions  feet  of  boards  and  plank, 
440,000  feet  of  timber,  854,000  shingles,  20,000 
staves,  8000  hoop  poles,  30  bbls.  whiskey,  18  cwt. 
paint,  19  tons  of  marble,  and  10  bushels  wheat,  pas- 
sed through  the  western  canal. 

“TVifi  Hornet.’^  A paper,  under  this  title,  was 
lately  started  at  Richmond,  Va.  as  if  to  reform  the 
manners  of  the  place  by  pointed  satire  and  personal 
reference:  but  on  the  night  of  the  27th  ult.  the  of- 
fice was  attacked  by  a large  party,  and  the  appara- 
tus demolished — the  types  were  thrown  into  the 
street  and  trampled  in  the  mud,  kc. 
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(jj^We  have  prepared  a body  of  g-eneral  remarks 
on  the  taritt'  proposed  ior  the  more  effectual  pro 
lection  of  domestic  manufactures,  and  think  that 
they  present  some  subjects  in  a new  point  of  view 
—but  yield  up  our  own  article  to  that  of  our  more 
able  correspondent  “T,”  whose  essay  on  revenue 
and  specifically  dutied  goods,  we  recommend  to 
the  notice  of  our  readers. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.  Lively  discussions  have 
taken  place  in  the  senate  of  the  United  States  and 
in  the  legislatures  of  several  states,  on  the  pro 
priety  or  necessity  of  imprisonment  by  way  of  pu- 
nishment for  debt,  for  so  it  really  is.  1 have  enter 
tained  but  one  opinion  on  this  subject  for  twenty 
years — which  is,  that  the  whole  system  of  our  laws, 
between  debtor  and  creditor,  are  radically  wrong. 
They  are  not  strong  enough  to  bind  rogues,  and 
honest  men  have  no  need  of  them.  But  I would 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  from  motives  very 
different  from  those  generally  urged  in  favor  of 
the  procedure — that  is,  to  reduce  the  range  of  cred- 
its, and  compel  persons  to  act  by  principles  of  ho- 
nor, instead  of  on  the  uncertain  provisions  of  the 
law,  which  oftentimes  operate  in  direct  opposition 
to  justice  and  common  sense.  When  the  rules  of 
honor  are  violated  by  an  individual,  few  will  trust 
to  his  honor,  and,  if  nothing  else  could  be  depended 
on,  he  would  not  find  it  an  easy  matter  to  run  into 
debt;  but  the  most  accomplished  knaves,  who,  per- 
haps, by  deliberate  roguery  and  severe  perjury, 
have  secured  independence  to  themselves  through 
the  ruin  of  others,  are  credited  on  their  supposed 
ability  to  pay  until  they  find  it  convenient  to  become 
bankrupts  again,  and  cheat  a new  set  of  credulous 
persons.  If  there  were  no  law  presumptive  of  a 
compulsion  to  pay  debts,  few  would  “break”  a se- 
cond time,  yet  those  who  failed  honestly  would 
not  suffer  by  it.  There  are  not  many  men,  not  one 
in  a thousand,  who,  if  compelled  to  stop  payment, 
cannot  shew  the  reason  of  it,  if  they  ]?lease,  unless 
they  have  been  criminality  negligent  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  used  other  people’s  property;  and 
for  such  negligence  they  ought  to  sufier  in  the  pub- 
lic estimation,  so  far  as  to  prevent  a repetition  of 
Uie  offence:  and  the  truth  is,  that  when  a man  fails 
honestly  and  can  demonstrate  the  fact  to  his  credi- 
tors, there  is  an  almost  universal  disposition  in 
the  latter  rather  to  support  than  to  oppress  him. 
'I’here  are  .some  miserable  wretches,  it  is  true,  who 
would  exact  the  “pound  of  flesh,”  the  penalty  of 
the  bond;  but  their  number  would  rapidly  diminish, 
if  there  were  not  numerous  excuses  for  severity  in 
creditors  in  the  unblushing  impudence  of  debtors. 
But  even  these,  very  generally,  pay,  or  endeavor  to 
pay,  monies  borrowed  as  debts  of  honor,  for  there 
IS  “lioror  among  thieves”— so  that,  if  persons  wt  re 
released  from  all  legal  compuhsion  to  pay,  they 
would  have  to  rely  on  the  strength  of  their  charac- 
ter for  credit,  or  not  obtain  any.  Ii  is  true,  that  by 
a course  like  this,  the  amount  of  business  would  be 
greatly  reduced,  but  the  community  would  profit 
exceedingly  by  that-  If  a man  had  to  pay  the  cash 
down  for  every  thing,  he  would  buy  sparing! v,  and  ! 
not  hazard  the  loss  of  a plantation  to  get  a coach, 
f or  which  article  many  plantations  have  been  sacri  I 
heed  at  sheriffs*  sales.  Money,  too.  would  circulate  I 
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more  rapidly,  and  every  one  could  do  a more  ‘srug’ 
business,  without  the  constant  fear  of  losing  the 
profits  of  a whole  year’s  labor  by  a single  bank- 
ruptcy— without  that  of  being  sometimes  totally 
beggared  by  a solitary  failure.  I'here  would  also, 
be  a great  reduction  in  the  price  of  articles,  for 
every  one  could  afford  to  work  the  cheaper  as  the 
danger  of  loss  became  less.  The  practical  differ- 
ence in  business  in  general,  between  cash  and 
credit,  is  hardly  less  than  10  or  15  per  cent,  in  fa- 
vor of  the  former.  When  a man  lays  out  his  mo- 
ney, he  makes  a bargain  for  his  goods — when  he 
sends  to  the  store  for  credit,  the  bargain  is  all  on 
tlie  side  of  the  storekeeper;  and  he  must  and  will 
make  those  whom  he  credits  that  are  able  pay,  pay 
for  what  he  may  lose  by  crediting  others  who  may 
not  pay.  There  are  many  businesses  that  are  car- 
ried on  on  this  principle — the  gains  of  medical 
gentlemen,  (for  example),  of  large  practice,  would 
be  enormous,  if  all  their  patients  paid  at  the  same 
rate  at  which  some  are  charged;  and  printers  and 
publishers,  in  extensive  business,  would  make  large 
profits,  if  all  their  customers  paid  as  all  are  charg- 
ed to  pay,  for  they  cannot  make  the  discrimination 
which  the  doctors  do  in  their  bills:  yet  there  are  few 
persons  so  poorly  compensated  as  doctors  and  prin- 
ters for  the  application  of  their  time  and  talents,  be 
the  latter  what  they  may. 

Let  all  debts  be  debts  of  honor,  and  honorable 
men  will  then  only  be  trusted.  We  should  have 
fewer  splendid  equipages,  not  so  many  extravagant 
dinners  and  suppers  and  balls,  less  extravagance, 
in  every  respect — but  more  of  peace  and  quietness, 
prosperity  and  independence— fewer  of  paupers 
in  the  poor  houses  and  of  dirty  vagrants  in  the 
streets,  but  fewer  also,  of  those  who  stink  of  the 
plunder  of  their  neighbors,  and  outrage  decency 
by  displays  of  their  ill-gotten  wealth. 

A CURIOSITY.  Among  a list  of  articles  lately 
placed  in  Beale’s  museum,  Baltimore,  we  observe 
the  following— Part  of  the  stump  of  a C\prus  tree, 
which  measured  38  feet  in  circumference-  this, 
witi)  hundreds  of  others,  are  exposed  to  view,  by 
the  washings  of  the  Rappahannock,  at  the  depth  of 
48  feet  from  the  surface  of  the  earth,  on  the  estate 
of  Manuel  Peck,  esq.  Richmond  county,  Virginia. 
Presented  by  David  Monseri-at. 

Good  nbv/s.  The  Frankfort,  (Ky.)  “Commenta- 
tor,” of  the  9 th  inst.  has  an  article  slating,  that  seven- 
ty. one  thousand  dollars  o{  ihe.  commonwealth’s  bank 
paper,  was  burnt  on  the  day  preceding,  in  the  pre- 
sence  of  the  president  and  directors.  What  an 
excellent  fire  it  must  have  made!  It  is  a good  be- 
ginning. 

Natal.  The  Norfolk  Herald  of  the  20th  inst. 
says— 'I  he  steam  galliot  Sea  Gull,  which  arrived  at 
the  navy  yard  at  Gosport  on  Thursday  night  last 
from  New  York,  has  been  found,  upon  trial,  to  re- 
quire some  important  alterations  and  improve- 
ments, both  in  her  rig  and  construction,  which  are 
now  making  wtih  a celerity  which  would  astonish 
those  who  are  accustomed  to  tlie  mode  of  doing 
things  in  civil  life.  Com  Pouter  appears  determin- 
ed to  take  lime  by  the  f.,relock— and  has,  in  tbe 
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whole  of  this  undertaking,  made  a complete  sacri- 
fice of  his  personal  comfort  and  convenience  to  a 
sense  of  public  duty. 

Dieu,  on  the  2/th  of  October  last,  on  board  the 
ship  Moss,  on  her  passage  from  Philadelphia  to 
London,  Ifillmm  Lo-wwles,  esq.  for  along  time  one 
of  the  most  able,  as  well  as  most  honest  members  of 
the  house  of  repretentatives  of  the  United  States. 
He  was  only  in  his  43d  year,  though  an  old  slates- 
man. 


all  its  offices — but  the  office  of  that  bank  in  this 
place,  if  it  does  not,  at  times,  even  refuse  the  notes 
payable  at  the  parent  bank,  rejects  those  issued 
from  the  most  of  its  branches— and  otherwise  will 
take  nothing  on  deposite  but  the  precious  metals,  its 
own  notes,  or  the  bills  of  the  Balt,  banks.  Nay,  it 
even  goes  further,  and  interposes  itself  between  the 
state  banks  and  the  accommodation  that  they  are 
willing  to  extend  to  the  people,  as  shewn  in  the 
case  stated  in  this  paper  of  the  11th  inst.  in  the  ar- 
ticle headed  “equalization  of  exchange,”  page  290. 


PHTiAnEXPHiA.  This  city  appears  to  be  infested 
with  a desperate  gang  of  incendiaries.  There  was 
a large  five  in  Bank  street,  early  on  Sunday  morning 
last,  many  houses  being  in  flames  at  the  same  time— 
Avhen  at  its  height,  a fellow  cast  a lighted  segar  in 
a neighboringhay-loft,  he  was  seized,  but  certain  of 
his  supposed  accomplices  interfered  and  he  es- 
caped. Many  pockets  were  picked  and  several  ac- 
cidents occurred  by  the  falling  of  walls,  &c.  While 
the  fire  was  yet  raging,  a decided  attempt  was  made 
to  set  fire  to  another  stable,  by  introducing  a box  of 
lighted  combustibles.  Another  fire  took  place  on 
Sunday  night,  and,  at  2 o’clock  on  Tuesday  morning, 
the  auction  stores  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Ches- 
nut  street  were  in  full  blaze.  The  heat  was  intense 
and  the  damage  sustained  great — at  last,  it  was  sub- 
dued:  it  raged  three  hours  with  uncommon  fury, 
during  which  a quantity  of  lighted  combustibles 
were  thrown  into  the  great  Quaker  meeting  house, 
on  Arch  street;  but  the  person  who  had  charge  of 
it  saw  the  flame  and  found  a quantity  of  cotton  rags 
burning,  which  he  extinguished — a parcel  of  coals 
were  thrown  into  another  part  of  the  building, 
they  burnt  a hole  through  the  floor  and  then  ex- 
pired. 

Pnr.siDENTTAL.  At  a meeting  “of  most  of  the 
members  of  both  branches  of  the  legislature  of 
Maine,”  held  on  the  16th  inst.  in  the  representa- 
tives chamber,  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion  were  proposed  and  unanimously  adopted — 

“Whereas,  it  hasbeen  represented  that  the  people 
of  this  state  are  in  favor  of  the  honorable  William 
H.  Crawford  for  the  next  president,  and  it  being 
proper  to  correct  any  false  impression  on  this  sub- 
ject; Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  entertain  the 
highest  respect  for  the  distinguished  talents  and 
public  services  of  the  honorable  John  Q.  Mams, 
and  do  fully  believe  that  no  man  possesses  better 
qualifications  for  the  important  office  of  president 
of  the  United  States;  but  as  the  election  of  presi- 
dent will  not  take  place  for  a considerable  time  to 
come,  this  convention  do  not  deem  it  expedient  to 
make  a formal  nomination  of  any  person  as  a can- 
didate  for  that  station.  J.  M’ Donald,  chairman. 

* J.  L.  Child,  secretary.” 

Money  on  deposite.  A Philadelphia  paper  says 
-*-«The  United  States  bank  receives  on  deposite 
the  notes  of  the  following  states:  Of  JVeiv  Jersey — 
the  banking  company  of  Trenton,  state  bank  at 
Camden.  Pennsylvania- — all  the  city  banks  of  Phila- 
delphia, Girard’s  bank,  Easton  bank,  Farmer’s  bank 
of  Lancaster,  and  Harrisburg  bank  Belaxvare — 
bank  of  Delaware,  Farmer’s  bank  of  Delaware,  and 
her  own  branches.” 

Now,  why  might  not  such  accommodation  be  ex 
tended  to  other  places.?  To  relieve  or  assist  the 
operations  of  their  customers,  the  state  banks  in 
Baltimore  receive  on  deposite,  (in  small  quanti- 
ties),  the  bills  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and 


Pittsburg.  There  is  a cotton  factory  at  this 
place,  aptly  called  the  Phanix,  the  idea  of  building 
which  was  not  entertained  at  the  commencement 
of  the  last  year,  though  it  now  has  500  spindles  and 
8 power  looms  at  work,  and,  before  the  close  of  the 
present  year,  will  have  1000  more  spindles.  Last 
year,  there  were  only  two  steam  boats  owned  in 
Pittsburg — there  are  now  six  ol  them  for  the  prompt 
transportation  of  persons  and  goods  to  any  part  of 
the  “vasty  west,”  watered  by  its  mighty  rivers. 


Governors  op  the  states.  The  following  is  a 
complete  list  of  the  governors  of  the  several  states — 
Maine.  Albion  K.  Parris. 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 
Rliode-Island, 
Connecticut, 
Ne\y  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delav/are, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 
Kentucky, 
Tennessee, 

Ohio, 

Louisiana, 

Mississippi, 

Indiana, 

Illinois, 

Alabama, 

Missouri, 


Samuel  Bell. 

John  Brooks. 

George  C.  Gibbs. 
Oliver  Wolcot, 
.Joseph  C Yates. 
Isaac  H.  Willianrason. 
Joseph  Heister. 
Joseph  Haslett. 
Samuel  Stevens,  Jr. 
James  Pleasants. 
Gabriel  Holmes. 
John  L,  Wilson, 
John  Clark. 

John  Adair. 

Wm.  Carroll. 
Jeremiah  Morrow. 
Thos.  B.  Robertson 
Walter  Leake. 
William  Hendricks. 
Edward  Coles. 

Israel  Pickens. 
Alexander  McNair. 


Boston.  In  the  year  1821,  there  were  354  arri- 
vals at  Boston  from  foreign  ports,  and  the  amount  of 
duties  received  at  the  custom-house  was  4,156,867 
dollars— of  which  44,943  were  on  goods  imported 
in  foreign  vessels. 

In  1822,  there  arrived  from  foreign  ports  762 
vessels — of  which  22  were  British,  4 Swedish,  1 
Bremen,  1 Dutch,  1 Portuguese,  1 Danish;  and  the 
amount  of  duties  received  at  the  custom  house 
was  4,489,753  dollars — 74.695  of  which  were  from 
imports  in  foreign  vessels. 

The  arrivals  were  as  follows — from  Russia  25; 
Sweden  23;  Swedish  West  Indies  8;  Copenhagen 
1;  Danish  West  Indies  37;  Amsterdam  and  Rotter- 
dam 13;  Dutch  West  Indies  33;  Dutch  East  Indies 
4;  London,  Liverpool  and  Bristol  64;  Scotland  1; 
Ireland  1;  Gibraltar  3;  Calcutta  9;  British  West  In- 
dies 25;  Halifax,  St.  Andrews  and  St.  Johns,  N.  B. 
74;  Hamburg  and  Bremen  7;  Havre  and  Rochelle 
13;  Marseilles  11;  French  West  Indies  and  Mique- 
lon 64;  Hayti  40;  Cadiz  and  Bilboa  7;  Malaga  19; 
Teneriffe  and  Canary  Islands  5;  Manilla  1;  Hondu- 
ras, Cainpeachy  9;  Cuba  103;  Porto  Rico  13;  Spa- 
nish South  American  colonies  7;  Portugal  27;  Ma- 
deira  4;  Fayal,  St.  Michaels  13;  Cape  de  Verd  Is- 
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lands  6;  Brazils,  Monte  Video  25;  Leghorn,  Messi- 
na, Genoa  38;  Trieste  1;  Smyrna  5;  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  1;  China  8;  Sumatra  1;  Africa  4;  South  seas  1 
—Total  762. 

Louisiana,  &c.  A writer  in  the  “Louisiana  Ad- 
vertiser,’’who  is  furnishing  a series  of  essays  to  shew' 
a depreciated  value  in  the  products  of  that  state, 
and  the  necessity  of  some  change  in  the  business  , 
of  the  banks  to  afford  relief  to  the  community, 
gives  the  follow’ing  statements — 

The  state  of  Louisiana  cannot  produce  this  year 
more  than  60,000  bales  cotton,  which  will  not  ex- 
ceed an  average  price  of  40  dolls  per 
bale  2,400,000 

10-,000  hhds.  sugar,  at  an  average  of  60 

dols,  per  hhd.  600,000 

5.000  hhds,  molasses,  at  an  average  of  13 

dolls,  per  hhd.*  9,000 

3,009,000 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted,  the  main- 
tenance of  slaves;  interest  on  loans; 
commission  on  sales,  freights,  storage, 
drayage,  &c.  kc.  equal  to  50  per  cent.  1,504,500 

1,504,500 

Leaving  a balance  in  favor  of  the  planters  of 
this  state,  one  million  five  hundred  and  four  thou- 
sand five  hundredjdollars,  The  only  recompense 
for  the  employment  of  upw'ards  of  thirty  millions 
of  dollars  capital  for  one  year.  To  men,  who  have 
not  given  that  proposition  a due  consideration,  the 
foregoing  statement  will  appear  improbable;  but, 
to  put  that  statement  out  of  question,  and  to  estab- 
lish my  premises  beyond  a doubt,  I w'ill  also  lay  be- 
fore my  readers  a general  view  of  the  deposits  of 
produce  which  have  heretofore  been  made  in  our 
market,  viz.- 

From  the  states  of  Tennessee  and  Alabama,  fhere 
have  been  heretofore  received  50,000  bales  cot- 
ton; which  I presume  may  be  about  the  quantity 
we  shall  receive  this  year;  and  will  average  about 
30  dolls  per  bale  1,500,000 

10.000  hhds.  tobacco,  which  which  will 

average  about  35  dolls,  per  hhd.  350,000 

Corn,  pork,  lard,  5tc.  &c.  150,000 

2,000,000 

From  the  states  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  &c.  we  have, 
heretofore,  received  20,000  lihds.  tobacco,  ave- 
raged 35  dolls,  per  hhd.  700,000 

150.000  lbs.  flour,  averaged  3 dolla.  50 

cents  pcv  bbl.  525,000 

Pork,  lard,  beef,  hogs,  &c.  &c.  575,000 


1,800,000 

And  from  the  state  of  Mississippi,  70,000 
bales  cotton,  at  a average  price  this 
year  of  40  dolls,  per  bale.  2,800,000 

Recnpihilation  of  produce. 

Louisiana,  gross  amount,  60,000  bales 

cotton,  he.*  3,900,000 

Tennessee  and  Alabama  50,000  bales  cot- 
ton, &c.  2,000,000 

Kentucky,  Ohio,  he.  tobacco,  &c.  he.  1,800,000 
Mississippi,  70,000  bales  cotton  2,800,000 

10,500,000 

*There  is  something  wrong  in  these  figures,  but 
we  cannot  put  them  right;  it  is  so  in  our  copy. 

fF.D.  Keg. 


Whence  it  will  appear,  that  the  proportion  of  cot- 
ton, (viz:  60,000  bales),  allotted  to  the  state  of  Lou- 
isiana is  not  underrated,  and  that  the  estimate  often 
million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  produce  deposited  and  sold  in  our 
market,  is  correct. 

It  would  appear  then,  that  the  net  proceeds  of 
the  product  of  our  state  will  not  amount  to  more 
than  one  million  and  a half  of  dollars  for  the  pre- 
sent year;  out  of  which  tlie  planters  have  to  pay 
I to  one  bank,  nearly  that  amount,  for  loans  obtained 
a year  ago;  and  for  which  that  bank  has  been 
obliged  long  since  to  advance  the  specie.” 

(Lj*No\v,  it  would  seem  from  this  statement  that 
the  employment  of  slave  labor  is  not  profitable, 
even  in  Louisiana.  A million  and  a half  only  n 
left  to  recompense  thirty  millions  of  capital  invest- 
ed, which,  at  6 per  cent,  is  1,800,000.  So  that  the 
capital  does  not  yield  more  than  five  per  cent,  per 
annum.  This  was  the  rate  that  we  made  out  as  the 
profit  of  capital  vested  in  Madison  county,  Alaba- 
ma, see  page  243;  and  it  is  more  than  the  average 
profit  estimated  on  the  product  of  cotton  in  South 
Carolina,  at  its  present  price:  see  the  article, 
page  216. 

London.  J1  lord  mayor's  feast.  Alderman  Her- 
gate,  being  elected  to  the  mayoralty  of  I.ondon, 
lately  gave  the  usual  banquet,  ball,  Stc.  Tw’o  of 
the  “royal  dukes”  and  a good  number  of  lords  and 
ladies  were  present,  he.  A London  paper  giving 
an  account  of  the  affair,  says — The  following  is  the 
bill  of  fare  of  the  above  feast.  From  its  contents, 
strangers  may  form  some  distinct  conception  of 
what  is  meant  by  a city  feast,  and  by  city  eating. 
The  provision  is  provided  on  a scale  of  the  capaci- 
ties of  1300  guests,  for  that  was  the  number  of 
those  who  signified  their  intention  of  dining  with 
his  lordship: — 

Imprimii — 3000  pounds  of  real  turtle,  which  will 
fill  upwards  of  200  tureens— 300  dishes  of  game, 
hares,  pheasants,  partridges,  &c.  &c.  and  some  of 
the  finest  and  rarest  species — 84  fowls — 30  pea- 
cocks— 80  turkeys — 34  sirloins  of  beef — 24  stewed 
rumps  of  beef— 48  hams — 60  tongues — 48  large 
pigeon  pies— 30  large  raised  pies— 48  fish  of  the 
finest  species — 28  ragouts — 128  jellies,  creams,  he. 
&.C.— 60  large  fruit  pies— 36  large  marrow  puddings 
— 50  sallads — 48  large  dishes  of  curious  cookery, 
each  of  which  would  take  a chapter  to  describe-L. 
100  full  grown  pine  apples— 200  pounds  of  the 
finest  grapes — 250  ice  creams;  and  pears,  apples, 
olives,  cakes,  and  dried  fruit  of  the  finest  and  rar- 
est description. 

China.  Factories  at  Canton. — They  lie  nearly 
E.  and  W. — at  the  E.  end  the  1st  is  Ewo-Hong, 
“Righteousness  and  Peace  factory,”  commonly  call- 
ed the  Creek  factory.  At  the  front  of  it  is  a custom 
house,  where  the  tide-waiters,  to  examine  ship’s 
boat.s,  reside;  it  is  called  Hong-how-kwan-how. 
The  custom  house  behind  the  factories,  for  what  is 
in  front  to  Europeans  landing,  is  behind  relatively  to 
people  in  the  city. 

2d.  Tseep-ee  Hong,“Assembled  Righteousnesses 
factory”— The  Dutch  factory. 

3d.  Pow-wo-hong,  “The  factory  that  ensures  tran- 
quility”—The  English  factory.  Next  to  this  fac- 
tory there  is  a narrow  lane,  with  small  shops  on  one 
side,  were  seamen  procure  cloths,  spirits,  he.  cal- 
led, by  Europeans,  “Hog  lane;”  by  the  Chinese 
Tew-lan-kae. 

4th.  Fung-tae-Hong,  “Affluent  great  factory,”  cal- 
led the  “Chow  chow”  factory,  intimating,  that  it  is 
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occupied  by  a variety  of  persons,  Parsees,  Moor- 
men, &c. 

5th  Lung  shun-hong,  “The  gloriously  prosper- 
ous factory” — the  old  English  factory. 

6th.  Suy  Hong,  “The  Swedish  factory”— for 
Swede,  the  Canton  people  say  “Suy.” 

7th.  May  ying  Hong,  “The  twin-eagle  factory” — 
the  Imperial  factory. 

8th.  Pow-shun  Hong,  “The  precious  prosperous 
factory.” 

9th.  Man-yune  Hong,  “The  factory  of  ten  thou 
sand  fountains  ” 

10th  Kwong  yune  Hong,  “the  factor  of  wide 
fountain” — the  American  factory.  Here  a street, 
containing  shops,  were  Europeans  make  their  vari- 
ous small  purchases,  intervenes,  called  “China- 
street;”  sometimes  new  China  street,  in  contra^dis- 
tinction  from  a street  that  runs  at  right  angles  to 
this  one,  and  which  is  called  “Old  China  street.” 
By  the  Chinese  called  Sunkae,  “New-street,”  and 
I Tsing  yune  kae. 

11th.  Een  t^e  chaou,  “The  swallow’s  nest”— 
the  corner  factory. 

12th.  Tung  sang  Hong,  “The  factory  produced 
in  the  East” — occupied  by  a Hong  merchantr — one 
of  his  brethren  calls  his  house  or  factory  Seishlng 
Hong,  “Formed  in  the  West,”  probably  intimating, 
that  he.  owed  his  commencement  to  Europeans. 

13th.  Kaw.kung  Hong,  “Old  Public  Hong” — 
the  Fr  mch  factory. 

14th.  Luy-sung  Hong,  “The  Luzon  factory” — 
i.  e the  Spanish  factory. 

15th.  Tung-foo-Hong,  “The  factory  of  mutual 
trust” — occupied  by  a Hong  Merchant. 

16th.  Wo  g-he  Hong,  “The  yellow-flag factory,* 
— the  Danish  factory 


Revenue — specific  duties. 

Mn.  Niles — In  comparing  tlie  relative  effects  of 
the  increase  of  imposts  on  ad  valorem  and  specific 
goods,  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  a minute  class! 
fication;  for  general  purposes,  it  is  sufficient  to  con- 
sider ad  valorem  as  manufactured  goods,  and  all 
others  as  specific — but,  to  avoid  misconception,  I 
will  here  state,  that,  in  speaking  of  the  policy  of 
encouraging  our  trade  in  specific  goods,  of  impos- 
ing high  duties  on  those  and  low  ones  on  ad  valo- 
rem, I except  iron,  hemp,  lead,  flax,  duck,  sheet 
ing,  &c.  which,  though  specific  goods,  are  raw  ma 
terials  or  manufactures  which  this  country  is  fully 
able  to  furnish,  and  to  the  import  of  which  the 
same  objections  apply  as  to  the  import  of  cottons 
or  woollens. 

It  seems,  from  the  statements  in  my  former  num- 
ber, that  the  increase  of  imposts  on  ad  valorem 
goods  is  no  evidence  of  the  increased  prosperity  of 
the  country —for  they  produce  no  increased  demand 
for  our  produce,  and  cause  five  dollars  to  be  sent 
out  of  the  country  for  every  dollar  which  goes  into 
the  treasury:  Bui,  generally  speaking,  the  same 
objection  does  not  apply  to  the  importation  of  spe- 
cific goods.  We  have  seen  that,  to  produce  a re- 
venue  of  §7,545,000  from  ad  valorem  imposts,  the 
importations  amount  to  §36,560,000  whereas,  to 
produce  a revenue  of  §8,712,000  from  specific  im- 
posts, the  importation  amounts  only  to  §15.650,000 
— so  that,  altho’  the  specific  imports  are  21,000,000 
dolls,  less  than  the  ad  valorem,  they  yield  1,167,000 
dolls,  more  of  revenue.  The  average  rate  of  spe- 
cific duties  is  55|-  per  cent.  Xhus,  to  bring  into 
the  treasury  8,712,000  dollars,  it  requires  that  only 
15,650,000  dollars  be  sent  nut  of  the  country;  less 
than  two  to  one.  It  is  well  worthy  the  attention  of, 


congress  to  consider  this  effect  of  the  revenue  sys' 
tern — for  it  will  be  difficult  to  give  a good  reason 
why  manufactured  goods  should  be  imported  at  an 
average  duty  of  20  per  cent,  and  other  articles  at 
55 — why  our  laws  should  thus  encourage  the  im- 
portation of  articles  which  we  can  make  at  home, 
and  discourage  the  importation  of  those  which  are 
necessary  to  our  wants;  and,  above  all.  -why  they  tax 
the  produce  of  our  good  customers  so  high^  and  the 
produce  of  our  bad  customers  so  low.  The  principal 
markets  for  our  produce,  except  cotton  and  tobac- 
co, are  the  West  Indies,  South  America,  the  West- 
ern Islands,  Spain,  Portugal  and  the  Mediterranean 
— with  all  which  countries  we  carry  on  a profitable 
commerce,  not  merely  in  articles  of  domestic,  but 
also  of  foreign  exports,  from  which  our  imports  are 
almost  entirely  specific  goods — from  most  of  which 
we  import  a balance  of  specie;  and  yet,  on  whose 
productions  we  impose  a duty  of  more  than  55  per 
cent,  though  we  pay  for  them  with  our  own  pro- 
duce: while  the  silks  of  China,  for  which  we  pay 
in  specie,  are  subject  to  a duty  of  15  per  cent.;  the 
manufactures  of  England,  from  which  the  bulk  of 
our  produce  is  excluded,  pay  only  20.  It  would 
certainly  seem  to  be  a wise  policy  in  our  govern- 
ment, to  give  every  encouragement  to  trade  with 
those  countries  who  will  consume  the  most  of  our 
domestic  exports — to  put  on  their  imports  a low 
rate  of  duty:  It  would  seem  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  general  prosperity  of  the  various  branches 
of  national  industry;  but,  by  a strange  work  of 
calculation,  the  directly  opposite  course  has  been 
pursued.  Duties  seem  to  have  been  imposed  in  a 
ratio  inverse  to  the  national  interest — a spirit  of 
perversity  seems  to  have  guided  the  public  coun- 
cils— a species  of  madness  has  pervaded  our  legis- 
lation, of  which  our  trade  with  the  island  of  Madeira 
and  Russia  furnishes  memorable  examples.  In  1821, 
our  domestic  exports  to  Madeira  were  §193,000, 
our  imports  from  thence  §190,000.  In  the  same 
year,our  domestic  exports  to  Russia  were  §127,000, 
our  imports  from  thence  §1.852,000;  exporting  to 
Russia  66,000  less,  and  importing  thence  1,662,000 
more  than  from  Madeira,  The  duty  on  Madeira 
wine  is  one  dollar  a gallon,  equal  to  75  per  cent,  ad 
valorem-while  the  duty  on  Russia  duck  is  two 
dollars  a piece,  hemp  30,  and  iron  15  dollars  a ton, 
averaging  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  about  20  per  cent. 
By  comparing  our  present  tariff  with  the  public 
documents,  this  will  be  found  to  be  only  one  of  the 
many  illustrations,  of  our  present  policy.  It  has 
been  selected  as  an  instance  of  the  total  want  of 
all  statesman  like  policy;  as  evincing  a total  want 
of  regard  to  the  agricultural,  commercial  and  ma- 
nufacturing interest  of  the  country — and  exhibiting, 
in  a striking  point  of  view,  the  ruinous  effects  of 
increase  of  imports  of  manufactured  articles.  We 
will  pursue  the  comparison  a little  further — the 
revenue  from  Madeira  wine,  for  1821,  was  §93,480; 
this^  wine  was  paid  for  by  the  produce  of  our  soil, 
it  could  not  be  made  in  the  country,  it  displaced 
no  domestic  materials,  and  interfered  with  no  do- 
mestic manufacture,  and  it  was  the  produce  of  one 
of  our  best  customers:  In  the  same  year,  the  duties 
on  Russia  and  Ravens  duck  and  sheeting  amounted 
to  §12.3,824;  of  this  amount  of  duck  and  sheeting, 
only  one  fourteenth  part  was  paid  for  in  domestic 
exports,  (for  that  is  the  proportion  between  our 
domestic  exports  to  Russia  and  our  imports  from 
thence — being  127to  1852).  The  treasury  valuation 
of  74,600  pieces  of  duck  and  sheeting,  is  but  little 
less  than  800,000  dollars,  of  which  we  pay  in  our 
own  produce  one  fourteenth  part,  say  57,000  dolls, 
the  balance,  say  743,000  dollars,  we  must  pay  in 
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foreign  exports  or  money.  Duck  or  sheeting  can 
be  made  at  home  of  domestic  materials,  hemp  and 
flax — their  importation  therefore  displaces  800,000 
dollars  of  domestic  materials  and  labor,  for  which 
Russia,  in  return,  ^ives  us  a market  for  only  57,000 
dollars.  On  such  facts  comment  is  unnecessary;  it 
would  be  thrown  away  on  minxls  that  would  require 
it.  Who  can  say  that  such  a trade  as  we  carry  on 
with  Madeira  ought  not  to  be  encouraged,  and  that 
with  Russia  discouraged — and  the  same  remark  may 
be  applied  to  all  countries  with  which  our  trade  is 
carried  on  under  like  circumstances.  We  formerly 
supplied  Madeira  with  all  her  provisions— since  im- 
posing the  high  duty  on  her  wines,  she  is,  in  a 
great  measure,  supplied  from  the  13lack  sea;  if  the 
duty  was  reduced,  we  should  import  more  of  her 
wines,  she  would  consume  more  of  our  provisions; 
but  is  not  so  with  Russia  or  England—the  consump- 
tion of  our  provisions  is  prohibited  by  both. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  can  now  very  easily  ascer- 
tain how  far  an  increase  of  revenue,  by  imposts, 
promotes  the  prosperity  of  the  country  at  large. 
My  mind  has  come  to  this  conclusion — that,  by  the 
increase  of  revenue  from  importations  from  coun- 
tries which  afford  us  a proportionately  increased 
market  for  domestic  or  foreign  produce,  the  coun- 
try will  prosper — but  that  it  will  decline  when  the 
increased  revenue  arises  from  importations  from 
countries  which  afford  us  no  increased  market,  and 
when  we  must  buy  on  credit,  pay  by  the  remittance 
of  stock  or  specie,  or  the  profits  of  our  trade  witth 
nations  who  deal  more  liberally.  The  preceding 
facts  will  enable  the  reader  to  form  his  own  conclu- 
sions. 'fhe  increase  of  our  revenue  has  been  al- 
most entirely  from  ad  valorem  goods,  (foreign  ma- 
nufactures), and  has  produced  no  new  or  increased 
demand  for  our  products,  and,  therefore,  cannot 
have  benefitted  the  country.  It  will  be  well  to 
inquire  if  it  has  not  been  a very  serious  injury?  If, 
in  political  economy,  there  is  a proposition  which 
will  meet  with  universal  assent,  it  is  that  a system 
of  revenue  which  is  built  on  the  encouragement  of 
foreign  and  the  depression  of  domestic  industry,  is 
destructive  of  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
The  only  question  is,  whether  such  is  the  eff  ect  of 
our  system?  It  is  admitted  that  to  raise  §7,545,000 
of  revenue,  by  impost  on  ad  valorem  goods,  we  must 
consume,  at  custom  house  valuation,  §36,650,000 
of  foreign  manufactures;  to  pay  for  which  we  must 
send  abroad  so  much  of  the  produce  of  our  labor. 
Necessarily  dependent  on  importation  for  revenue, 
the  government  must  be  interested  in  promoting 
foreign  manufactures  and  in  retarding  the  progress 
of  domestic;  for  any  addition  to  the  consumption  of 
them  is  a diminution  of  revenue.  As  a mere  mat- 
ter of  revenue  then,  the  less  made  at  home,  the 
more  imported  from  abroad,  the  better  for  the 
treasury.  How  is  it  for  the  country?  I will  test  it  by 
our  trade  with  Russia.  In  1821  the  nett  importation 
from  Russia  was  as  follows; 

Duck  and  sheeting 


The  exports,  in  the  same  year,  were — 


Oak  bark,  &c. 
Rice 
Cotton 
Hops 
Spirits 
* Other 


Free  (dye  woods), 
Other  free  articles, 
Nankeens 
Silk 

All  other  ail  valorem 

Madeira  wines 

Coffee 

Sugar 

Indigo 

Cigars 

* Other 


(domestic')  §6,072 
.«  31.089 

« 41.435 

««  1884 

••  39,654 

“ 4-H35 


127,939 


(foreign)  10,385 
“ 4,427 

“ 2,394 

“ ■ 4,396 
“ 4,867 

“ 23,286 

« 58,424 

“ 252,521 
“ 135,412 

“ 2.113 

“ 2,710 


■ 500,955 


Total  exports 


Cordage 

Iron 

Hemp 


Tallow,  &c. 
Bristles,  &c. 
Ad  valorem 
Free  of  duty 
*Other 


§818,850 

28,281 

274,593 

441,114 


185,119 

9,036 

77,471 

13,526 

4,219 


1,562,838 


628,894 

These  statements  are  taken  from  the  statistical 
tables  of  1821,  and,  as  far  as  our  official  documents 
go,  present  a full  and  detailed  view  of  our  com- 
merce with  Russia.  Imports  §1.852,000;  exports 
§628,000;  balance  against  us  §1,224,000.  The 
duty  on  this  amount  of  the  balance  of  imports  is, 
say  250,000  dollars,  and  is  a gain  to  the  treasury  but 
none  to  the  country;  we  should  have  the  same  mar- 
ket for  our  foreign  and  domestic  produce  if  we 
imported  1,224,000  dollars  less  from  Russia:  as  we 
have  there  ; o market  for  more  than  628,000  dolls, 
the  country  can  gain  nothing  by  importing  moic. 
This  is  very  certain.  But  the  loss  is  very  great — 
the  import  of  1,852,000  dollars  gives  us  a market 
for  only  628,000  dollars — but,  if  the  articles  now 
imported  were  made  at  home,  then  there  would  be 
an  additional  market  for,  at  least,  1,224,000  dollars 
more  of  domestic  materials,  labor  and  subsistence, 
which  are  now  useless,  unemployed  and  imsilea- 
ble.  It  would  give  a new  aspect  to  Kentucky  and 
Missouri  if  these  states  could  supply  the  hemp, 
cordage  and  duck  which  we  buy  from  Itiissia.  These 
articles  amount  to  1,286,000  dollars.  This  sum,  dis- 
tributed among  the  farmers,  rope-makers  and  wea- 
vers of  the  west,  would,  indeed,  cause  “the  wilder- 
ness to  blossom  like  the  rose” — yet,  for  the  sake 
of  the  paltry  revenue  derived  from  tliess  articles, 
the  country  is  deprived  of  tlie  profits  of  raising, 
manufacturing  and  distributing  su;  h articles.  Of 
the  domestic  exports  to  Russia  there  is  not  one  item 
of  the  produce  of  the  middle  or  western  slates, 
unless  some  oak  bark;  while,  of  tlie  imports  from 
Russia,  1,562,000  dollars  are  of  the  materials  with 
which  the  middle  and  western  states  abound,  and 
which  they  could  manufacture  to  an  extent  far  be- 
yond the  demand  of  the  whole  country.  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania  alone,  could  supply  the  union  with 
iron;  the  raw  material  has  no  value  for  exportation 
— the  entire  value  of  iron  is  made  up  of  labor  and 
subsistence.  The  treasury  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
iron  in  Russia  is  65  dollars  a ton;  every  tonimpor!- 
ed  then  deprives  this  country  of  a market  for  labor 
and  subsistence  to  that  amount;  which  is  a loss  ba- 
lanced by  nothing  but  the  15  dollars  duty  paid  to 
the  treasury.  It  is  easy  to  test  the  principle  by 
the  article  of  iron;  it  is  very  certain  that,  by  im- 
porting more  and  making  less  at  home,  the  trea- 


289,361 


Total  of  imports 


1,852,199 


* These  sums  are  made  up  of  small  items,  and 
therefore  not  specified. 
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sury  gains — but  tlie  loss  to  the  country  would  be 
65  dollars  for  every  15  paid  to  the  treasury.  If  a 
Common  forge,  producing,  say  200  tons  a year,  is 
stopped  in  its  operations  by  the  influx  of  foreign 
iron,  the  treasury  is  enriched,  by  the  duty,  3,000 
dollars— the  country  is  impoverished  13,000  dolls, 
by  materials  becoming  worthless,  workmen  idle, 
and  provisions  without  a market — so  that  when  a 
system  of  revenue  is  built  entirely  on  imports,  the 
abundance  of  the  treasury  is  the  sure  indication  of 
the  people’s  wants.  Without  undertaking  to  pro- 
pose or  advocate  an  entire  prohibition  of  iron, 
hemp.  &c.  it  cannot  be  questioned  that  the  nation, 
at  large,  would  be  benefltted  by  imposing  such  ad- 
ditional duties  on  these  articles,  as  would  reduce 
the  importation  to  such  an  amount  as  not  to  exceed 
our  exports;  this  could  not  injure  our  market  for 
either  foreign  or  domestic  products;  and  it  is  the 
only  way  of  mitigating  the  evils  of  the  present  sys. 
ten.  of  rev  enue.  This  word  is  not  well  understood 
- — we  speak  of  the  revenue  of  the  government  as 
of  an  individual — as  of  rents,  dividends,  interest, 
&c.;*  but  the  important  difference  is  this— rents  are 
the  profits  of  land  and  proportioned  to  the  pro 
ducts  rai.?ed  from  it;  it  is  the  landlord’s  interest  to 
make  the  land  as  productive  as  possible:  so  ought 
revenues  of  the  government  to  be  an  assessment  on 
the  people’s  profits,  to  increase  in  proportion  to 
ttie  products  of  our  labor.  But  impost  is  an  assess- 
ment on  the  foreign  goods  consumed,  without  re- 
gar-!  to  -what  the  people  can  raise  or  fabricate, 
its  essential  principle  is  that  the  country  shall 
e-  .c!  little  and  import  as  much  as  possible. — 
ii  s hh  :.  a landlord  renting  a grist-mill  at  a high 
jt'-:  the  tenant,  and  then  endeavoring  to  take 

..o  V from  it;  instead  cf  increasing  the  rent 
in  ; .''po.  .ion  to  the  quantity  ground  in  it,  the  rent 
i.'  ri  ' in  proportion  as  the  mill  grinds  less.  It  is 
j .^e  a i ‘..n  deriving  his  income  from  the  dividends 
of  ic.  e;gi  bar  k Stock — he  is  interested  in  enlarg- 
'nf*  r b \siness  or  that  and  diminishing  the  busi- 
a proiits  of  a domestic  one.  Impost  thus 
; =>.  es  he  n 09t  oppressive  of  all  taxes;  instead 

b.i.;g  on  the  profits  of  the  produce  of 

o c-oui  ii}',.  growing  with  its  growth,  it  i.s,  in  re- 
y,  -c'  greater  in  the  same  proportion  as  the 
} .("  . he  country  become  less.  Now,  to  in- 
c.i'e-:ie  t ie  revenue  on  iron  15,000  dolls,  we  must 
knoo'  -.  ' 000  tons  more  and  manufacture  1000  tons 
i 'r-i  - ? hemp  and  every  article  which  we  can 

or  ,nake:  and,  in  accordance  with  these  rea- 
s.  ii.is  been  all  our  experience.  The  most  dis- 
asc : > year  for  the  country  was  the  one  in  which 
o a’  cvenue  W'as  36,000,000  dollars.  It  was  the 
yerr  v/hich  saw  the  decay  of  our  manufactures,  the 
i;v:r  ; se  of  foreign  importations  and  an  overflowing 
treasury.  It  was  the  year  which  led  to  embarrass- 
n'e  t,  distress  and  bankruptcy,  1815 — that  year 
wb  ''  I s.iw  the  end  of  a war  by  which  the  nation 
ac  ■ o wealth. and  glory,  the  beginning  of  a peace 
w .'k  h as  spread  rum  througti  the  land  and  cover- 
ed ;!  d.h  disgrace;  vdiich  has  perpetuated  a system 
of  r'  that  makes  the  wealth  of  the  treasury 

the  people’s  corse— -which  fertilizes  foreign  and 
ntf  iil'.zes  the  domestic  fields;  builds  up  foreign 
an  ’ ds  down  domestic  manufactures;  secures  the 
laborer  employment  and  dooms  the  domes- 
tb;  ■ Vv'.'.nt;  g ves  a value  to  foreign  maierials  and 
ieivve--  domestic  ones  in  the  bow^els  of  the  earth. 
Suci  : rc  the  direful  effects  of  the  increase  of  the 
pU'dic  revenue.  These  are  the  present  realities 
and  : oi.oi'e  prospects  of  the  country.  Such  are,  and 
ever  n)ust  be,  the  consequences  of  an  overflowing 
treasury  ♦ ’Ik 


Naval  Establishment. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  tlie  house 
of  representatives,  of  the  7th  March  last,  requiring 
that  a plan  for  the  peace  establishment  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  the  marine  corps, 
should  be  communicated  to  that  house  at  the 
present  session,  I transmit  a report  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  containing  a plan  which  has  beeu 
prepared  for  the  proposed  establishment. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  6lh  Dec.  1822. 

JVavy  Department,  December  2,  1822. 

SiH;  The  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  whom  has 
been  referred  the  resolntion  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, of  the  7th  of  May  last,  requesting  the 
president  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  that  house  a plan  for  a peace  establish- 
ment of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  has  the 
honor  of  submitting  the  accompanying  papers  on 
that  subject. 

The  paper  marked  A,  is  the  draft  of  a bill,  em- 
bracing all  the  provisions  which  have  been  deem- 
ed necessary;  presuming  that  a plan  presented  in 
this  form  would  best  meet  the  object  contemplated 
by  the  resolution.  It  is  deemed  necessary,  in  this 
report,  to  notice  only  briefly  such  parts  of  the  bill 
as  contain  new  modifications  of  our  naval  establish- 
ment. 

The  bill,  it  will  be  perceived,  contemplates  the 
establishment  of  two  new  grades  of  office,  viz.  com- 
modore  and  rear  admiral,  'rhese  grades  are  con- 
sidered, if  not  absolutely  necessary,  at  least,  of  very 
great  importance,  as  regards  due  subordination 
and  the  discipline  of  the  service;  and,  in  recom- 
mending the  adoption  of  the  provision,  I can  only 
repeat  what  I have  had  occasion  heretofore  to 
urge  in  support  of  this  measure.  The  rank  of 
captain  is  now  the  highest  grade  in  the  navy  re- 
cogniaed  by  law;  and,  during  the  infancy  of  our 
navy,  and  whilst  we  had  no  vessels  of  a higher 
class  than  frigates,  and  the  number  of  captains 
small,  it  was,  jDerhaps,  as  high  a grade  as  the  good 
of  the  service  required.  It  is,  however,  believed 
that,  from  the  additions,  both  to  the  number  and 
class  of  our  public  vessels,  and  from  w’hat  may  rea- 
sonably be  anticipated  to  be  the  situation  of  our 
navy  in  the  course  of  a few  years,  both  justice  and 
policy  require  the  establishment  of  some  higher 
grades.  According  to  the  relative  rank,  as  now  re- 
gulated between  the  military  and  naval  officers,  a 
captain  in  the  navy  only  ranks  with  a colonel  in 
the  army.  This  is  thought  to  be  contrary  to  sound 
policy,  and  the  good  of  the  service.  The  establish- 
ment of  the  grades  contemplated  by  the  bill,  will 
place  the  relative  rank  in  the  army  and  navy  upon 
a just  footing,  A commodore  will  rank  with  a 
brigadier  general,  and  a rear  admiral  with  a major 
general.  But  the  more  important  and  substamiai 
benefit,  it  is  believed,  growing  out  of  this  measure, 
will  be  the  effect  it  will  have  upon  the  discipline 
of  the  service.  The  importance  of  rank,  both  in 
the  military  and  naval  service,  will  readily  occur  to 
all  in  any  degree  acquainted  with  either.  In  a fleet 
or  squadron,  when  the  diff  erent  vessels  may  be  com- 
manded  by  officers  of  the  same  grade,  and  their 
ralative  rank,  and  even  that  of  the  commander 
himself,  known  only  by  the  dates  of  their  commis- 
sions, there  will  not  be  that  respect  and  subordina- 
tion  observed  that  are  essential  to  order  and  har- 
mony. The  additional  pay,  it  is  thought,  cannot 
afford  any  well  i^'ounded  objection  to  the  measure, 
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if  tlie  real  benefifes,  confidently  believed  to  result 
from  it,  are  duly  appreciated. 

Authorizing  the  appointment  of  midshipmen, 
who  have  been  examined  and  found  qualified  for 
promotion,  to  the  duty  of  sailing  master,  would  be 
highly  beneficial  to  the  service.  Jly  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  navy,  sailing  masters  are  not  con- 
sidered in  the  line  of  promotion,  and  have  not,  of 
course,  so  strong  inducements  to  remain  perma- 
nently attached  to  the  service,  as  officers  who  have 
this  prospect  before  them;  and  whenever  more 
profitable  employment  in  the  merchant  service  is 
presented,  they  will  generally  accept  of  it. 

The  number  of  lieutenants  is  already  so  great 
that  the  prospect  of  promotion  of  midshipmen  is 
not  very  promising.  I'o  employ  examined  mid- 
shipmen as  sailing  masters,  would  be  giving  them 
some  little  distinction,  and  affording  them  an  op- 
portunity of  improving  themselves  for  the  higher 
and  more  important  duties  of  the  service. 

In  most  of  the  classes  of  commissioned  officers 
the  number  fixed  by  the  bill,  embraces  all  at  present 
In  office,  and  where  that  is  not  the  case,  it  is  provid- 
ed that  none  shall  be  discharged,  but  the  number 
reduced  to  that  contemplated  in  the  bill,  by  omit- 
ting to  fill  the  vacancies  as  they  may  occur.  This, 
it  is  thought,  is  no  more  than  justice  requires;  and, 
as  the  number  thus  retained  is  but  small,  the  ex- 
pense will  be  inconsiderable,  and  will  soon  entire- 
ly cease. 

The  increased  pay  provided  for  some  few  of  the 
officers,  attached  to  ships  of  the  line  and  frigates, 
whilst  in  actual  service,  is  recommended  by  consi- 
derations of  justice,  and  the  good  of  the  service. 
To  perforna  the  duties  required  of  these  officers  on 
board  the  largest  ships,  involves  far  more  respon- 
sibility, and  requires  not  only  greater  professional 
knowledge  and  experience,  but  much  more  labor; 
these,  or  similar  distinctions,  are  recognized  in 
every  well  regulated  service;  and  as  but  a small 
number  of  our  largest  vessels  are  kept  in  service 
in  time  of  peace,  the  additional  expense  will  be  of 
no  great  amount. 

It  has  been  considered  a more  simple  mode  of 
payment,  and  less  liable  to  abuse,  to  allow  fixed 
salaries  to  the  officers  stationed  at  the  several  navy 
yards  and  naval  stations,  than  as  now  provided  by 
law  by  monthly  pay  and  rations. 

That  part  of  the  bill  which  makes  the  marine 
guard,  detailed  for  the  protection  of  navy  yards, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard, 
is  deemed  essential  for  the  preservation  of  order 
and  harmony.  The  difficulties  which  have  occurred 
under  the  present  regulations  on  that  subject,  sug- 
gest the  necessity  of  some  alteration,  and  no  well 
founded  objection  is  preceived  to  placing  this  guard 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  the  commandant  of 
the  yard,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  marine  guard 
is  placed,  on  ship-board,  under  the  orders  of  the 
captain. 

The  exhibits  accompanying  this  bill  will  serve  to 
shew  the  applicability  of  its  provisions  to  our  pre- 
sent naval  establishment,  and  the  comparative  ex- 
pense between  it  and  the  one  contemplated  by 
the  bill. 

Paper  B is  an  exhibit  shewing  the  number  of  com- 
mission and  warrant  officers  required  to  officer  cer- 
tain ships  and  vessels,  and  navy  yards. 

Paper  C is  an  exhibit  shewing  the  petty  officers, 
able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  beys,  required 
for  the  vessels  of  war  in  active  service. 

Paper  D is  an  exhibit  shewing  the  whole  number 
of  commission  and  warrant  officers  required  for  the 
navy  of  the  U.  States,  when  the  ships  of  the  line, 


frigates,  and  steam  butteries,  directed  by  the  “act 
for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  nav3,”^shali  be  com- 
pleted. 

Paper  E is  an  estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of 
the  officers  of  the  navy,  proposed  by  the  bill,  in- 
cluding the  organization  of  the  navy  yards,  and  a 
comparative  view  between  the  present  expense 
and  that  proposed. 

By  which  last  exhibit,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  an- 
nual expense  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  will  be  re- 
duced about  ninety  thousand  dollars  below  the  es- 
timates necessary  under  the  existing  establishment. 

A peace  establisiunent  for  the  marine  corps  hav- 
ing been  fixed  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817, 
and  no  material  alteration  being  deemed  necessary, 
no  other  plan  has  been  prepared  to  accompany 
this  report. 

Although,  perhaps,  not  falling  strictly  within  the 
scope  of  the  resolution,  yet  the  present  affords  a 
fit  opportunity  of  respectfully  suggesting  the  im- 
portance of  establishing  a naval  academy  for  the 
instruction  of  our  young  officers  in  the  sciences 
connected  with  their  profession.  As  this  is  intend- 
ed  as  a mere  suggestion  of  a measure,  deserving 
consideration,  I have  not  thought  proper  to  present 
any  plan  for  carrying  it  into  effect.  This  may  be 
done  hereafter,  should  the  measure  meet  witli  a 
favorable  reception;  nor  is  it  deemed  fit  for  me,  at 
this  time,  to  urge  the  many  considerations  which 
will  readily  occur  to  all  liberal  and  enlightened 
minds,  in  favor  of  such  an  institution. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SMITH  THOxMPSON. 
The  president  of  the  United  States, 

A. 

-4  bill  to  fix  and  render  permmient  the  naval  peace 
establishment  of  the  United  Slates. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  tn  congress 
assembled.  That  the  naval  peace  establishment  of 
the  United  States  shall,  from  and  after  the 
day  of  , consist  of 

One  rear  admiral, 

Five  commodores. 

Twenty-five  captains. 

Thirty  master  commandants. 

One  hundred  and  ninety  lieutenants. 

Twenty  sailing  masters. 

Four  hundred  midshipmen, 

Thirty.five  surgeons 
Forty  five  surgeon’s  mates. 

Forty  pursers, 

Six  chaplains. 

Twenty  boatswains, 

Twenty  gunners. 

Fifteen  carpenters, 

Fifteen  sail  makers, 

and  of  all  other  officers,  petty  officers,  seamen,  or- 
dinary seamen,  and  boys,  a number  not  exceeding 
three  thousand  five  hundred;  but,  the  president  of 
the  United  States  may,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  good 
of  the  service  shall  require  it,  make  additional  ap- 
pointments of  midshipmen:  provided,  however,  that 
the  whole  number  of  midshipmen  shall  not,  at  any 
one  time,  exceed  four  hundred  and  fifty.  The  pre- 
sident shall  also  have  the  power,  if,  in  his  opinion, 
the  exigencies  or  the  good  of  the  service  should 
require  it,  to  give  acting  appointments,  of  lieutenant 
and  master,  to  such  midshipmen  as  have  pa.ssed  the 
examination  required  by  the  regulations  of  the  ser- 
vice to  qualify  them  to  be  lieutenants  in  the  nuvy. 
Provided,  The  whole  number  of  acting  lieutenants 
and  masters,  including  those  holding  commissions 
and  warrants^  shall  not^exceed  two  hundred  and 
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^hirty  lieutenants,  and  forty  sailing-masters.  And 
the  president  shall  also  have  the  power  to  appoint 
such  additional  chaplains,  boatswains,*  gunners, 
carpenters  and  sail  makers  as  the  good  of  the  ser 
vice  may,  in  his  opinion,  require,  not  exceeding, 
liowever,  ten  chaplains,  ten  boatswains,  ten  gun 
ners,  five  carpenters,  and  five  sail  makers;  but  none 
of  the  officers,  retained  in  service  under  this  act, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  their  month- 
ly P*y»  without  rations,  during  the  time  when  they 
shall  not  be  under  orders  for  service:  Provided,  ne- 
vertheless, that  none  of  the  commissioned  officers 
now  in  service,  shall,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  be  dis 
charged,  but  vacancies,  as  they  occur,  shall  not  be 
filled  until  the  officers  in  the  several  grades  shall 
be  reduced  to  the  number  herein  before  desig- 
nated. 

Sec  2 And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  pay  and. 
subsistence  of  a rear  admiral,  shall  be  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  per  month,  and  twenty-four  ra- 
tions per  day,  and  of  a commodore,  one  hundred 
dollars  per  month,  and  sixteen  rations  p*cr  day. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  navy,  with  the  approbation  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  may  grant  furloughs  to 
such  of  the  officers  as  may  choose  to  enter  the  mer- 
chant service  of  the  United  States,  or  such  foreign 
service  as  the  president  may  approve,  for  a term 
not  exceeding  two  years;  subject,  however,  to  be 
recalled  at  any  time  he  may  deem  necessary  and 
proper;  but  all  officers,  so  furloughed,  shall  receive 
only  one  half  their  monthly  pay,  without  rations, 
during  the  time  they  shall  be,  in  such  manner,  ab- 
sent from  the  public  service. 

Sec.  4 And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  for  the  pre 
servation  of  the  ships  and  vessels  placed  in  ordinary, 
the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  have  the 
power,  ptovided  he  may  deem  the  same  necessary, 
to  attach,  permanently,  to  each  ship  or  vessel,  the 
following  officers,  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and 
boys;  that  is  to  say,  to  a ship  of  the  line, 

One  captain, 

Two  lieutenants, 

One  sailing  master, 

Four  midshipmen, 

One  boatswain. 

One  gunner. 

One  carpenter, 

Two  carpenter’s  mates,  who  shall  be  caulkers; 
Fight  seamen. 

Fight  ordinary  seamen,  and 
Six  boys. 

To  each  forty  four  gun  frigaiCt 
One  captain. 

One  lieutenant, 

One  sailing  master, 

Three  midshipmen. 

One  boatswain, 

One  gunner, 

One  carpenter. 

One  carpenter's  mate,  who  shall  be  a caulker; 
Six  seamen, 

Six  ordinary  seamen,  and 
Four  boys. 

To  each  of  the  frigates  rated  less  than  forty  four  guns, 
One  captain, 

One  lieutenant, 

One  sailing  master. 

Two  midshipmen. 

One  boatswain. 

One  gunner. 

One  carpenter. 

One  carpenter’s  mate,  who  shall  be  a caulker; 
Five  seamen. 


Five  ordinary  seamen,  and 
Three  boys. 

To  each  of  the  sloops  of  war. 

One  master  commandant, 

Two  midshipmen. 

One  boatswain’s  mate, 

^ One  gunner’s  mate. 

One  carpenter’s  mate,  who  shall  be  a caulkci; 
Three  seamen, 

Three  ordinary  seamen,  and 
Two  boys. 

To  each  of  the  brigs  and  achrs.  if  net  less  than  ten  gun:. 
One  lieutenant. 

One  midshipman. 

One  boatswain’s  mate. 

One  gunner’s  mate. 

One  carpenter’s  mate,  who  shall  be  a caulker; 
Two  ordinary  seamen,  and 
Two  boys. 

To  each  of  the  several  stations  at  which  ships 
and  vessels  are  placed  in  ordinary,  shall  be  attached 

One  surgeon,  and 

One  surgeon’s  mate,  to  attend  all  the  sick  of  such 
ships  and  vessels; 

One  chaplain,  and  one  schoolmaster,  who  shall 
perform,  in  their  respective  stations,  the  duties  of 
chaplain,  mathematician,  and  schoolmaster,  on  the 
station,under  the  superintendence  of  the  senior  offi- 
cer of  such  ships  and  vessles  in  ordinary,  whose  duty 
it  will  be,  under  such  instructions  as  may  be  given 
by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  upon  the  subject,  to 
establish  a school  on  board  of  the  ship  to  which  he 
is  attached,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  mid- 
shipmen on  the  station,  and  those  belonging  to  the 
ships  in  ordinary,  in  the  several  branches  of  mathe- 
matics, geometry,  trigonometry,  and  navigation, 
agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  navy. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  of 
the  following  naval  stations,  to  wit: 

Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire, 

Charlestown,  Massachusetts, 

New  York, 

Philadelphia, 

Washington, 

Gosport,  Virginia,  and 

one  other  station,  south  of  the  Chesapeake,  (such 
as  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  select), 
shall  be  under  the  command  of  an  officer  not  be- 
low the  rank  of  captain  of  the  navy,  who  shall  have, 
agreeably  to  such  regulations  as  are  now,  or  may 
hereafter  be  established,  by  authority  of  law,  for 
the  service,  a general  superintendence  over  the 
ships  and  vessels  in  ordinary  at  those  stations,  re- 
spectively, as  well  as  over  the  officers,  (such  offi- 
cers only  excepted  as  may  be  senior  in  rank),  and 
crews  attached  to  them.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  such  officers  and  crews,  under  his  general  su- 
1 perintendence  and  direction,  to  keep  clean,  venti- 
late, and  prevent,  by  constant  examination,  and* 
when  necessary,  caulking  such  rents  and  seams  in 
the  respective  vessels  to  which  they  are  attached, 
as  may  be  found  open,  the  deleterious  effects  aris- 
ing from  water  getting  between  the  timbers,  and 
I for  the  preservation,  repairing,  overhauling  of  the 
rigging,  stores,  &c.  of  the  ships  and  vessels  in  or- 
dinary, deposited  in  the  navy  yards  and  store  houses, 
as  well  as  for  the  rigging  and  equipping  of  any  of 
the  public  ships  or  vessels  fitting  for  sea,  and  like 
purposes;  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the  re- 
spective ships  in  ordinary,  shall,  upon  the  requi- 
sition  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  furnish,  ffom 
time  to  time,  agreably  to  the  general  regulations  of 
the  service,  such  number  of  officers  and  men,  as,ir, 
his  opinion,  the  work  to  be  done  may  require. 
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Sec.  6.  Jnd  be  il  further  enacted,  Thatiill  officers 
attaciied  to  vessels  in  ordinary  shall  be  allowed 
their  full  pay  and  rations,  and  such  quantity  of  fuel 
and  candles,  provided  they  live  on  board  of  the  re- 
spective vessels  to  which  they  are  attached,  as  they 
would  be  allowed  were  they  at  sea. 

Sec.  7.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  I'hat,  to  the 
officers  stationed  at  the  several  navy  yards,  that  is 
to  say: 

Portsmouth,  New-Hampshire, 

Charlestown,  Massachusetts, 

New  York, 

Philadelphia, 

Washington, 

Gosport,  Virginia,  and 
One  other  yard,  south  of  the  Chesapeake, 
the  following  annual  compensation,  in  lieu  of 
all  pay,  rations  and  emoluments,  shall  be  allowed: 
To  the  commanding  officers  not  under  the  rank 
of  captain,  three  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  master  commandant,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars. 

To  the  lieutenant,  one  thousand  dollars. 

I’o  the  sailing  muster,  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

To  the  surgeon,  if  attending  an  hospital,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

To  the  surgeon,  if  not  attending  an  hospital,  nine 
hundred  dollars. 

To  the  purser,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

To  a laboratory  officer  at  Washington,  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

To  each  midshipman,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars. 

To  each  boatswain,  gunner,  and  sailmaker,  five 
hundred  dollars;  which  compensation  shall  be  paid 
quarterly. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  any 
other  naval  station  in  the  United  States,  (other 
than  those  enumerated  in  the  preceding  section), 
the  president  of  the  United  States  may  deem 
necessary,  there  shall  be  attached  one  master  com- 
mandant, who  shall  have  the  like  superintendence 
over  such  station,  as  is  provided  in  the  fifth  section 
of  this  act  for  the  commandants  at  the  several  navy 
yards  therein  enumerated;  and  the  following  annual 
compensations,  in  lieu  of  all  pay,  rations,  and  emo 
luments,  shall  be  allowed  to  the  officers  attached 
to  the  lake  stations;  that  is  to  say. 

If  attached  to  the  station  on  Lake  Ontario, 

The  master  commandant  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

The  lieutenant  to  eight  hundred  dollars. 

The  surgeon  to  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
The  purser,  who  shall  perform  also  the  duties  of 
storekeeper,  to  eigtht  hundred  dollars. 

If  attached  to  the  station  on  Lake  Erie, 

The  master  commandant  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
diousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  d«llars. 

The  surgeon  to  eight  hundred  dollars. 

The  purser,  who  shall  perform  also  the  duties  of 
storekeeper,  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

If  attached  to  the  station  on  Lake  Champlain, 
The  master  commandant  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

The  surgeon  to  eight  hundred  dollars. 

'i’he  purser,  who  shall  perform  also  the  duties  of 
storekeeper,  to  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
which  compensation  shall  be  paid  quarterly. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  officer, 
appointed  to  superintend  the  recruiting  service  in 
any  port  within  the  United  States,  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  any  allowance  for  house  rent,  fuel  or  can- 
dles. 


Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  officers, 
of  the  following  grades,  attached  to  ships  of  the 
line  and  frigates,  when  in  actual  service,  shall  re- 
ceive, in  addition  to  their  present  emoluments,  the 
monthly  pay  hereafter  mentioned,  viz: 

1'he  first  lieutenant  of  a ship  of  the  line,  ten 
dollars. 

The  sailing  master,  ten  dollars. 

The  surgeon,  fifteen  dollars. 

The  boatswain,  five  dollars. 

The  gunner,  five  dollars. 

The  carpenter,  five  dollars. 

The  sail  maker,  three  dollars. 

The  first  lieutenant  of  a frigate  of  forty-four 
guns,  six  dollars. 

rhe  sailing  master,  six  dollars. 

The  surgeon,  ten  dollars. 

The  boatswain,  three  dollars. 

The  gunner,  three  dollars. 

The  carpenter,  three  dollars. 

The  sail  maker,  two  dollars. 

The  first  lieutenant  of  a frigate  of  thirty  six 
guns,  four  dollars. 

The  sailing  master,  four  dollars. 

The  surgeon,  six  dollars. 

The  boatswain,  two  dollars. 

The  gunner,  two  dollars. 

The  carpenter,  two  dollars. 

The  sail  maker,  two  dollars. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  when  a 
surgeon’s  mate  shall  act  in  the  line  of  his  duty  on 
board  a brig,  schooner,  or  other  small  vessels  of 
war,  having  no  other  medical  officer  attached  to 
said  vessel,  he  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  fif- 
teen dollars  per  month,  in  addition  to  his  present 
p>ay  and  rations,  as  authorized  by  law. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized,  to  discharge  all  warrant  officers  at  pre- 
sent in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  over  and 
above  the  respective  numbers  retained  by  this  act; 
and  all  such  officers  who  shall  be  discharged  under 
this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  six  month’s  pay, 
over  and  above  what  may  be  due  to  them,  respec- 
tively, at  the  time  of  their  discharge. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  guard 
of  marines  detached  for  the  protection  of  a navy 
yard,  shall,  while  doing  duty  in  the  yard,  be  sub- 
ject to  the  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the  yard, 
and  receive  from  him  instructions  as  to  the  duties 
they  are  to  perform  therein;  and  all  persons  en- 
listed into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
doing  duty  under  the  orders  of  the  commandant  of 
the  yard,  shall,  for  evejy  offence,  be  subject  to  the 
“act  for  the  better  go^rnment  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,”  and  be  tried  and  punished  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  offence  had  been  committed 
at  sea,  any  law  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

B. 

Ships  and  vessels  afloat, 

7 Seventy-fours, 

7 Frigates, 

1 Steam  frigate, 

1 Twenty.four  gun  ship, 

5 Sloops  of  war, 

2 Brigs, 

6 Schooners  and  2 gun 
boats. 


J^'avy  yards. 

At  Portsmouth, 
Boston, 

New  York, 
Philadelphia, 
Washington, 
Norfolk,  and  one 
Contemplated  south 
of  the  Chesapeake. 


Commissioned  and  -warrant  officers  required  to  officer 
the  above  ships  and  vessels  and  navy  yards. 
Seven  seventy-fours — 7 captains,  63  lieutenants, 
14  sailing  masters,  21  masters’  mates,  168  midship- 
men, 7 surgeons,  21  surgeons’  mates,  7 pursers,  7 
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chaplains,  7 school-masters,  7 boatswains,  7 gun- 
ners, 7 carpenters,  7 sail-makers. 

Four  frigates  of  forty  four  guns — 4 captains, 
24  lieutenants,  4 sailing  masters,  80  midshipmen, 
4 surgeons,  8 surgeons’  mates,  4 pursers,  4 chap 
lains,  4 boatswains,  4 gunners,  4 carpenters,  4 sail 
makers. 

’Fhree  frigates  of  thirty  six  guns — 3 captains,  15 
lieutenants,  3 sailing  masters,  48  midshipmen,  3 
surgeons,  6 surgeons’  mates,  3 pursers,  3 chaplains, 
3 boatswains,  3 gunners,  3 carpenters,  3 sailmakers. 

One  steam  frigate — 1 captain,  5 lieutenants,  1 sail- 
ing master,  12  midshipmen,  1 surgeon,  1 surgeon’s 
mate,  1 purser,  1 chaplain,  1 boatswain,  1 gunner, 
1 carpenter. 

One  ship  of  twenty  fotir  guns — 1 captain,  4 lieuten- 
ants, 1 sailing  master,  12  midshipmen,  1 surgeon, 
1 surgeon’s  mate,  one  purser,  1 boatswain,  1 gun- 
ner, 1 carpenter,  1 sail-maker. 

Five  sloops  of  war — 5 masters  commandant,  15 
lieutenants,  5 sailing  masters,  40  midshipmen,  5 
surgeons,  5 surgeons’  mates,  5 pursers,  5 boat- 
swains, 5 gunners,  5 carpenters,  5 sail-makers. 

Two  brigSy  six  schooners,  two  gunPoats — 10  lieut’s. 
commandant,  18  lieutenants,  10  sailing  masters,  34 
midshipmen,  10  surgeons,  10  surgeons’  mates,  10 
pursers. 

If  divided  into  two  squadrons,  2 captains. 

Seven  navy  yards — 7 captains,  7 masters  com- 
mandant,  7 lieutenants,  f sailing  masters,  14  mid- 
shipmen, 7 surgeons,  7 surgeons’  mates,  7 pursers, 
7 boatswains,  7 gunners,  7 carpenters. 

To  which  should  be  added. 

Navy  commissioners,  3 captains. 

For  recruiting  stations,  4 masters  commandant,  4 
lieutenants. 

For  the  ordnance  service,  1 master  commandant. 
For  hospitals,  4 surgeons,  4 surgeon’s  mates. 

Making  a total  of 

28  captains,  17  masters  commandant,  10  lieuten- 
ants  commandants,  155  lieutenants,  45  sailing  mas- 
ters, 21  masters  mates,  408  midshipmen,  32  sur- 
geons, 63  surgeons’  mates,  38  pursers,  15  chaplains, 
7 school  masters,  28  boatswains,  28  gunners,  28 
carpenters,  20  sail  makers. 

HOTB.  Besides  the  above  navy  yards,  there  is  a 
station  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  Baltimore,  Newport, 
R.  I.  Sackett’s  Harbor  and  White  Hall,  at  each  of 
which  places  there  is  one  captain,  and  other  offi- 
cers. Also,  a station  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  hav- 
ing one  master  commandant. 

There  is  no  such  commission  officer  as  lieutenant 
commandant;  they  are,  from  time  to  time,select- 
ed  from  the  corps  of  lieutenants,  and  receive, 
while  in  command,  glO  dollars  extra  per  month, 
which  ceases  with  their  command;  they  then  re- 
turn to  the  body  of  lieutenants,  and  receive  only 
lieutenant’s  pay.  The  master’s  mates  are  taken 
from  the  most  experienced  midshipmen;  the  num- 
ber of  masters’  mates  stated  above,  should,  there- 
fore, be  added  to  the  midshipmen,  which  make 
the  whole  number  of  midshipmen  required,  429. 

This  statement  makes  no  provision  for  sick- 
ness and  other  casualties. 

Statement  C exhibits  the  number  of  petty  offi- 
cers, (viz:  captain*s  clerks,  boatswains*  mates,  gun- 
ners* mates,  carpenters*  mates,  sail  makers*  mates, 
quarter  gunners,  quartermasters  yeomem,  coxswains, 
stewards,  coopers,  armourers,  masters  at  arms,  ships* 
corporals,  cooks  J,  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen  and 
boys,  required  for  the  vessels  of  war  stated  below. 


p.  om. 

A.  S. 

o.  s. 

Boys. 

Franklin,  74,  47 

244 

264 

42 

Constitution,  44,  38 

160 

170 

27 

Constellation,  36,  33 

130 

140 

25 

Congress,  36,  33 

130 

140 

25 

Cyane,  24,  25 

75 

35 

15 

John  Adams,  corvette,  25 

60 

49 

11 

Ontario,  sloop,  23 

45 

45 

10 

Erie,  do.  23 

45 

45 

10 

Peacock,  do.  23 

45 

45 

10 

Hornet,  do.  23 

45 

45 

10 

Spark,  brig,  19 

30 

16 

9 

Entei’prize,  do.  19 

30 

16 

9 

Nonsuch,  schr.  14 

Alligator,  do.  14 

20 

8 

6 

20 

8 

6 

Porpoise,  do.  14 

20 

8 

6 

Dolphin,  do.  14 

20 

8 

6 

Grampus,  do.  14 

20 

8 

6 

Shark,  do.  14 

20 

8 

6 

No.  158  gunboat,  4 

8 

8 

3 

Bui!  dog  felucca,  and") 
small  vessles,  at  N.  C 5 

40 

40 

Orleans,  j 

Say  424  petty  officers,  1207  able 

seamen,  1106 

ord.  seamen,  242  boys: — Total  2979. 

For  six  74’s,  viz:  the  Columbus,  Ohio,  Delaware, 
North  Carolina,  Washington  and  Independence,  2 
carpenters’  mates,  3 able  and  8 ordinary  seamen, 
and  6 boys,  each. 

For  three  44’s,  viz:  the  United  States,  Guerriere 
and  Java,  1 carpenters’  mate,  6 able  and  6 ord.  sea- 
men, and  4 boys,  each. 

For  the  Fulton  steam  frigate  and  Macedonian, 
36,  1 carpenters’  mate,  5 able  and  5 ordinary  sea- 
men, and  three  boys,  each. 

For  Sackct’s  Harbor,  1 armourer,  5 able  and  10 
ordinary  seamen. 

For  Whitehall  and  Erie,  2 armourers,  10  able  and 
10  ordinary  seamen. 

Grand  total,  3240. 

The  exhibit  marked  D.  shows  the  whole  i 
of  commission  and  warrant  officers,  required  v :he 
navy  of  the  United  States,  when  the  .ships  d the 
line,  frigates,  and  steam  batteries,  directed  ' he 
act  for  the  gradual  increrse  of  the  navy,  shai  1 2 
completed — viz: 

45  captains, 

17  Masters  commandant, 

173  Lieutenants,  (10  of  whom  allowed 
for  lieuts.  commandant), 

66  Sailing  masters, 

48  Surgeons, 

97  Surgeons’  mates, 

54  Pursers, 

31  Chaplains, 

22  School  masters, 

44  Boatswains, 

44  Gunners, 

44  Carpenters, 

33  Sail-makers, 

724  Midshipmen, 

36  Sailing  masters’  mates, 

Required  to  officer  12  ships  of  the  line,  12  ships  of 
44  guns,  3 do.  of  36, 1 do.  of  24,  4 steam  batteries, 
5 sloops  of  war,  2 brigs,  6 schooners  and  2 gunboats, 
(with  a reservation  of  3 captains  for  the  brigs,  schrs. 
and  gunboats,  in  case  they  should  be  divided  into 
3 squadrons) — for  7 navy  yards,  for  the  board  of 
navy  commissioners,  for  recruiting  stations,  for  ord- 
nance service,  and  for  hospitals. 

NOTE. — The  above  is  exclusive  of  the  officers 
that  may  be  required  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  Baltimore, 
Newport,  R.  1.  Sacket’s  Harbor,  Whitehall  and 
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Erie  stations;  makes  no  provision  for  sickness  and 
other  casualties. 

With  respect  to  the  number  of  masters  com- 
mandant, it  may  be  observed,  that  we  have  not  a 
number  of  sloops  of  war,  in  proportion  to  other 
ships;  if  we  hai,  the  number  of  this  grade  ot  otfi- 
cers  would  be  greatly  increased. 

It  is  recommended  that  certain  officers  be  allow- 
ed additional  pay  per  month,  according  to  the  rate 
of  the  vessels  they  are  attached  to,  as  follows:^ 

JAne  ship.  44  36 

Sio  S6 

10  6 4 

15  10  6 

5 3 2 

5 3 2 

5 3 2 

3 2 2 

E. 

Estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  the  officers  of  the 

navy,  proposed  by  the  bill;  all  calculated  on  full  pay 

and  rations. 

1 Rear  admiral,  S120  per  month,  1,440  per  an- 
num; 24  rations  per  day,  8,760  do.  per  year,  at  25 
cents  each,  is  g2,l90 — total,  g3,630. 

5 Commodores,  each  glOO  per  month,  with  16 
rations,  at  25  cents  per  day,  or  §2,660  per  year — 
total  13,300  dollars. 

17  Captains,  each  §100  per  month,  with  8 ra- 
tions per  day,  or  §1,930  per  year — total  32,810 
dollars. 

1 Captain,  §75  per  month,  with  6 rations  per  day, 
or  §1,447  50  per  year. 

20  Masters  commandant,  each  §60  per  month, 
with  5 rations  per  day,  or  §1,176  25  per  year — to- 
tal, 23,525  dollars. 

185  Lieutenants,  each  §40  per  month,  with  3 ra- 
tions per  day,  or  §753  75  per  year — total,  139,443 
dollars  75  cents. 

13  Sailing  masters,  each  §40  per  month  and  2 ra- 
tions per  day,  or  §662  50  per  year — total,  8,612 
dollars  50  cents. 

382  Midshipmen,  each  §19  per  month  and  1 ra- 
tion per  day — total  121,953  dolls.  50  cents 

25  Surgeons,  each  §50  per  month  and  2 rations 
per  day — total  19,562  dolls.  50  cents. 

42  Surgeons’  mates,  each  §30  per  month  and  2 
rations  per  day — total  22,785  dollars. 

30  Pursers,  each  §40  per  month  and  2 rations 
per  day — total  19,875  dollars. 

6 Chaplains,  each  §40  per  month  and  2 rations 
per  day— total  3,975  dollars. 

Boatswains  13,  gunners  13,  carpenters  15,  sail- 
makers  11,  each  §20  per  month  and  2 rations  per 
day — total  21,970  dollars. 

Grand  total  432,889  dolls.  75  cents 
Proposed  organization  of  the  navy  yards  and  shore 
statio7is. 

Portsmouth,  f JV.  H.  J and  Philadelphia,  each  1 
captain,  1 master  commandant,  1 sailing  master,  1 
surgeon,  1 purser,  2 midshipmen,  1 boatswain,  1 
gunner. 

JVe7t>  York,  Boston  and  A^orfolk,  each  1 captain,  1 
master  commandant,  1 lieutenant,  1 sailing  master, 
1 surgeon,  1 surgeon’s  mate,  1 purser,  3 midship 
men,  1 boatswain,  1 gunner,  1 sail  maker. 

Washington,  same  as  the  last,  with  the  addition  of 
1 laboratory,  and  the  deduction  of  1 surgeon’s 
mate. 

South  of  the  Chesapeake,!  captain,  1 master  com- 
mandant, 1 sailing  master,  1 surgeon,  1 purser,  2 
midshipmen,  1 boatswain,  1 gunner. 

Lake  Ontario,  1 master  commandant,  1 lieuten- 
ant, 1 surgeon,  1 purser. 


Lake  Erie  and  Lake  Champlain,  each  same  as  On- 
tario, with  the  deduction  of  the  lieutenant. 

The  officers  embraced  by  this  organization  of 
the  yards,  with  those  included  in  the  above  estimate, 
constitute  the  number  proposed  by  the  bill. 

At  the  compensation  proposed,  the  compensa- 
tions of  the  above  officers  of  yards 
will  amount  to  §8 4,750  00 

To  which  add  the  amount  of  the  above 
estimate  432,889  75 

Making  a sum  total  of  §517,639  75 

From  which  deduct  the  amount  calcu- 
lated for  three  commodores  who  act 
as  navy  commissioners  7,980  00 

§509,659  75 

Estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  the  officers  now  on 
the  navy  register,  calculated  at  full  pay  and  rations, 
jXov.  1822. 


9 Captains 

Pay  per 
month. 
§100 

Rations 
per  day. 
16 

Amount 
per  year. 

§23,940  , 

18  Ditto 

100 

8 

34,740 

1 Ditto 

75 

6 

1,447  50 

31  Masters  com’dt. 

60 

5 

36,463  75 

203  Lieutenants 

40 

3 

153,011  25 

406  Midshipmen 

19 

1 

129,615  50 

47  Surgeons 
46  Surgeons’  mates 

50 

2 

36,777  50 

30 

2 

24,955 

44  Parsers 

40 

2 

29,150 

12  Chaplains 

40 

2 

7,950 

57  Sailing  masters 

40 

37,762  50 

149  Boatswains,  gun-T 
nerscarpenters,sailma  C20 

2 

62,952  50 

kersandmasters’mates  3 

Note. — The  above  estimate  is  exclusive  of  the 
allowances  made  to  officers  of  the  yards,  for  fuel, 
candles,  servants  and  rent,  which,  if  added  to  the 
estimate,  would  increase  it  probably  §20,000 — 
making  the  whole  estimate  §598,765  50 

Annual  expense  of  full  pay  and  rations  to  the  offi- 
cers now  on  the  navy  register  §598,765  50 

Annual  expense  of  full  pay  and  ra- 
tions to  tbe  officers  proposed  by  the 
bill  509,659  75 


Difference  in  favor  of  the  bill  §89,105  75 


Seveuteeatli  Congress — :3iid  session. 

IN  TUE  SENATE. 

January  17.  A resolution  offered ’yesterday , by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  directing  an  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  erecting  fortifications  at  St.  Mary’s,  on 
the  Potomac,  and  on  a point  in  the  Patuxent,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

A debate  on  the  bill  to  abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt  occupied  the  senate  till  4 o’clock.  Mr.  Smith, 
of  S.  C.  directly  opposed  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  sup- 
ported the  bill.  It  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

January  20.  The  senate  took  up  the  following 
resolution,  oliered  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  on 
Friday  last: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  office  and  post  voadj 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repairing  the  mail 
road  from  New  Orleans  to  Nashville,  and  of  establishing  ferries 
at  the  water  courses  on  the  route,  or  of  making  bridges  over  them, 
so  as  to  facilitate  the  conveyance  of  the  mails  to  and  from  New 
Orleans;  and,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repairing  the 
national  road  commencing  at  Madisonville,  in  the  state  of  Louisi- 
ana, and  terminating  at  Florence,  on  the  Tennessee  river,  a nd 
into  the  propriety  of  providing  for  the  conveyance  of  the  nwi/  on 
the  said  route,  in  covered  carriages. 

Mr.  Johnson  supported  his  resolution  by  some 
brief,  but  very  appropriate  and  strong  remarks — 
I the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


First  lieutenant. 

Sailing  master. 

Surgeons, 

Boatswains, 

Gunner, 

Carpenter, 

Sailmaker, , 
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The  president  communicated  a letter  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  statements 
of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  January  10, 1820, 
which  letter  was  read.  [And  shall  be  fully  noticed 
when  we  receive  a copy  of  it]. 

The  senate  then  resumed,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt — Mr.  Smithy  of  Md.  in  the 
chair. 

Several  gentlemen  spoke  on  the  subject — certain 
amendments,  proposed  by  Mr.  Southard^  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed — the  senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  after  which  an 
adjournment  took  place. 

January  21.  Mr.  Kelly^  elected  a senator  from 
Alabama,  to  supply  the  place  of  Mr.  Walker ^ ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  this  day  was  one 
from  sundry  banks,  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  represent- 
ing the  expediency  of  certain  alterations  in  the 
charter  of  the  United  States*  bank. 

Mr.  Benton,  from  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
reported  a bill  to  enable  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed  States  to  treat  with  the  Chippewa  Indians  for  the 
purchase  of  certain  lands  on  the  south  side  of  lake 
Superior,  supposed  to  contain  valuable  mines  of 
copper,  which  bill  was  twice  read  by  general  con- 
sent. 

A message,  which  was  received  from  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  on  Thursday  last,  and 
read,  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bar 
dour,  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions. The  message  was  as  follows: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States  .* 

The  convention  concluded  and  signed  at  St.  Pe- 
tersburg, on  the  12th  day  of  July  last,  under  the 
mediation  of  his  imperial  majesty  the  emperor  of 
all  the  Russias,  having  been  ratified  by  the  three 
powers,  parties  thereto;  and  the  ratifications  of  the 
same  having  been  duly  exchanged,  copies  of  it  are 
now  communicated  to  congress,  to  the  end  that  the 
measures  for  carrying  it,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  into  execution,  may  obtain  the  co-operation 
of  the  legislature  necessary  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  some  of  its  provisions,  A translation  is  sub- 
joined of  the  three  explanatory  documents,  in  the 
French  language,  referred  to  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  convention,  and  annexed  to  it.  The  agree- 
ment executed  at  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
is  likewise  communicated,  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  Jan.  16, 1823. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  debate  on  the  bill  to 
abolish  imprisonment  for  debt— and  the  senate 
also  were  sometime  engagedin  executive  business. 
The  other  matters  attended  to  will  sufficiently  ap- 
pear in  course. 

.January  22.  The  senate  spent  nearly  the  whole 
of  this  day  in  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness, (as  is  always  the  case),  with  closed  doors. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESEK'rATIVES. 

Friday,  Jan.  17.  A good  deal  of  local  or  minor 
business  was  attended  to,  and  many  resolutions  were 
submitted — to  be  noticed  hereafter  as  necessary. 

The  resolution  calling  for  informatio*  respecting 
the  surveys  of  public  lands,  was  taken  up,  debated, 
amended  and  agreed  to. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  district  court  in  the  state  of  Louisiana  was  read 
a third  time.  Much  diversity  of  opinion  was  ex- 
pressed— the  vote  ordering  the  third  reading  was 
reconsidered,  that  the  bill  might  be  open  to  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Monday  Jan.  20.  Forty  two  petitions  were  pre- 
sented this  day.  Several  reports  from  comm.tlees 
were  received. 

Mr.  Tod,  from  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
presented  a comparative  table  of  duties  on  imports, 
&c.  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  whom  is  referred  the  bill  “for  the  more 
effectual  protection  and  encouragement  of  domes- 
tic  manufactures.’*  Mr.  T.  also  gave  notice  that 
he  would  call  for  the  consideration  of  this  bill  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Fuller  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
made  a report,  accompanied  by  «a  bill  to  fix  and 
render  permanent  the  naval  peace  establ  shment  of 
the  United  states;’*  which  bill  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Wright,  from  a select  committee  on  the  sub. 
ject,  made  the  following  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Dr.  Smith  relative  to  vaccination,  having 
considered  the  same,  report  that,  perceiving  no 
other  purpose  in  the  petition  than  the  enactment 
of  some  law  on  the  subject,  and  believing  legisla- 
tion thereon  to  be  inexpedient,  beg  leave  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  thereof."^' 
The  report  was  agreed  *^0. 

The  resolution  about  newspapers,  journals  and 
other  periodical  papers  received  at  the  different 
departments,  as  submitted  yesterday,  was  taken  up 
and  agreed  to — adding  thereto  a catalogue  of  works, 
charts,  instruments,  maps  and  prints  furnished  at 
the  public  expense. 

Mr.  liich,  of  Vermont,  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which,  by  the  rules  of  the  house,  of  course, 
lies  one  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  request- 
ed to  cause  to  be  arranged,  and  laid  before  this  house,  a digest,- 
shewing  such  changes  in  the  commercial  regulations  of  the  dif 
ferent  foreign  countries  with  which  the  United  States  have  inter- 
course, as  shall  have  been  adopted,  and  come  to  the  knowledge, 
of  the  executive  subsequently  to  the  formation  of  the  digest,  com- 
municated to  the  senate  on  the  17th  of  December,  1819, 

Mr.  Mallary  mover]  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  an  equal  selection  of 
midshipmen  for  the  navy,  from  the  different  states  of  the  union. 

[In  submitting  this  resolution,  *ii\  M said  is  ob- 
ject was  to  attach  every  part  of  the  nation  to  that 
essential  arm  of  national  defence,  the  navy,  by  giv- 
ing  to  every  part  of  the  nation  an  interest  in  its 
prosperity,  S:c.  so  far  as  that  effect  might  be  produce 
ed  by  the  equal  distribution  of  the  offices  among 
the  population  of  our  country.  Such  a distvibutionj 
he  believed,  would  have  the  further  effect  t© 
strengthen  the  government.  With  these  views,  he 
hoped  to  be  indulged  in  the  proposed  inquiry]. 
The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Geo,  moved  that  the  house  do  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for 
amending  the  constitution,  submitted  by  him  a few 
days  ago,  (to  give  congress  expressly  the  power  to 
make  roads  and  canals) — with  a view  to  commit- 
ting it  to  a committee  of  the  whole.  But  the  house 
refused  to  consider  the  same,  by  a vote  of  55  to  50. 

The  Speaker  communicated  the  following  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury: 

Treasury  Department,  18^A  January,  1823. 
Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  10th  January,  1820,  entitled  «an  act  to  provide 
for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  foreign 

*We  do  not  like  to  offer  noicif  on  the  proceed- 
ings of  congress,  unless  by  way  of  argument  on 
the  subjects  discussed— but  feel  it  a duty  to  say, 
that,  in  our  opinion,  this  resolution  is  a wise  one- 
believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject heretofore  has  been  loorse  than  useless.  Res. 
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commerce  of  the  United  States,”  I have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  statements  of  the  commerce 
ano  navigation  of  the  United  States,  during  the 
year  ending  on  the  50th  September,  1822,  viz: 

1st.  A general  statement  of  the  quantity  and 
value  of  merchandise  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

2d.  A summary  statement  of  the  same. 

3d.  A general  statement  of  the  quantity  and  va* 
Jue  of  domestic  articles  exported. 

4th.  A general  statement  of  the  quantity  and  va- 
lue of  foreign  articles  exported. 

5th.  and  6ih.  Summary  statements  of  the  value 
of  domestic  and  foreign  articles  exported. 

7th.  A general  statement  of  the  amount  of  Ame- 
rican and  foreign  tonnage  employed  in  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  United  States. 

8ih.  A general  statistical  view  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  ot  the  United  States;  and 

9th.  A.  statement  of  the  tonnage  entered  and 
cleared,  in  and  from  the  several  states. 

From  these  statements,  it  appears  that  the  im- 
ports, during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  Sept. 
1822,  have  amoun»ed  to  83,241,541  dollars,  of 
which  amount  76,984,331  dollars  were  imported  in 
American  vessels,  and  6,257,210  dollars  in  foreign 
vessels:  That  the  exports  have,  during  the  saa  e 
period,  amounted  to  72,160,281  dollars,  of  which 
49,874,079  dollars  were  domestic,  and  22,286,202 
dollars  were  foreign  articles:  That  of  the  domestic 
articl  3 59,931,913  dollars  were  exported  in  Ame- 
rican vessels,  and  9,942,166  dolls,  in  foreign  vessels; 
and,  of  the  foreign  articles  exported,  20,783,655 
dollars  were  exported  in  American,  and  §1,302,547 
in  foreign  vessels:  That  787,961  tons  of  .American 

shipping  entered,  and  813,748  cleared,  from  the 
ports  of  the  United  States,  and  that  100,541  tons  of 
foreign  shipping  entered,  and  97,490  cleared  from 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  during  the  same 
period.  I remain,  with  respect,  your  most  obedi- 
ent  servant,  WM.  H.  CHAWFOKD. 

Hon.  F P.  Barbour,  speaker  of  the 

House  of  repesentatives. 

The  letter  was  read,  and,  with  the  documents, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hillf  of  Maine,  500  extra  co- 
pies  of  the  letter  and  documents  accompanying 
the  same,  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  by  a vote  of 
69  to  37. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  tlie  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr. 
Hill  in  the  chair,  on  the  unfinished  bu.siness  of 
Thursday  last,  being  a bill  regulating  the  duties  on 
imports. 

The  gentlemen  who  took  an  active  part  in  ar- 
ranging the  details  of  the  bill,  and  discussing  the 
various  amendments  proposed  to  it,  in  t!ie  commit- 
tee, to-day,  are  McKim,  Cambrdeng,  Colden, 

Little,  JMcLane,  Tracy,  JFright,  Ingham,  T/aheorth, 
Barstow,  Rhea,  IVhipple,  Tomlinson,^i\i  JSIcCoy. 

Before  going  through  the  details  of  tlie  bill,  the 
committee  rose. 

The  Speaker  communicated  a letter  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  are- 
port  of  the  secretary  of  tlie  navy,  respecting  the 
cost  and  expediency  of  fortifying  'I'hompson^s  Isl- 
and, or  Key  Wes';  whicli  was  referred  to  the  com 
mitteeon  naval  aflairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  21.  After  the  reading  of  the  jour- 
nal of  the  house  was  concluded — 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
fetter; 


IVashington,  Jan.  21,  1823. 

Sir:  In  the  Washington  Republican  of  last  even- 
ing is  an  article,  a copy  of  which  we  have  the  honor 
to  annex  hereto,  impeaching  the  honesty  of  our 
conduct  as  printers  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

We  are  glad  to  meet  this  charge  in  a tangible 
form,  unfounded  as  it  is.  Always  holding  ourselves 
amenable  to  the  authority  oftha  house  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  our  oHicrdl  functions,  we  ask,  of 
the  house,  that  it  will  do  us  the  justice  to  institute 
a committee  to  inquire  into  the  correctness  of  our 
conduct,  herein  impeached,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  and  report  the  result  of  its  in- 
vest igation  to  the  honorable  body  over  which  you 
preside. 

With  the  highest  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to 
be,  your  most  obedient  servants, 

GALES  8c  SEATON, 


Printers  to  the  house  of  representatzzef. 
Hon.  Philip  P. Barbour,  Speaker  &c. 

From  the  IVashington  Republican  of  Jan.  21. 

The  following  communication  we  are  induced  to 
insert  in  our  paper,  not  from  any  feeling  of  hosti- 
lity to  the  respectable  gentlemen  to  whom  it  is  ad- 
dressed— a feeling  we  are  incapable  of  cherishing 
towards  them— but,  because  we  think  it  due  to  them 
to  afford  them  an  opportunity  of  doing  away  with 
an  impression  which  has  been  made  on  the  minds 
of  some  members  of  the  house,  and  which,  if  suf- 
fered to  remain,  may  be  disadvantageous  to  their 
reputation. 

Messrs.  Gales  8c  Seatox; 

Gentlemen:  Influenced  by  the  charitable  principle 
of  considering  every  man  innocent,  until  his  guilt  is 
proved,  and  knowing  that  presumptions,  even  the 
most  violent,  are  not  always  to  be  relied  on,  it  is 
the  object  of  this  address,  which  shall  be  short,  to 
elict  from  you  explanations  that  are  indispensably 
necessary  to  acquit  yourselves  of  suspicions  highly 
injurious  to  you,  that  have  existed  for  nearly  twelve 
months  past. 

it  will  be  recollected  that,  at  the  last  session  of 
congress,  the  house  of  representatives  adopted  a 
resolution  calling  upon  Mr.  Crawford  to  exhibit  a 
statement  of  his  transactions  with  all  those  banks, 
which  had  been  made  by  him  the  depositors  of 
public  moneys  received  from  the  sale  of  public 
lands.  In  comforrnity  to  which  resolution  he  made 
his  report  on  ihe  14th  February,  1822,  and  accom- 
panied it  with  numerous  corroborating  and  expla- 
natory documents,  all  of  which  the  house  ordered 
to  be  printed.  You  were  the  public  printers  to 
whom  these  documents  were  delivered;  and  it  was 
your  duty  to  have  them  printed  correctly — yet  it 
is  a fact,  incontrovertible,  that  parts  of  those  do- 
cuments, implicating  Jllr.  Crawford  the  most  strong~ 

' ly,  were  suppressed,  and  totally  omitted  in  the 
printed  document,  w'ith  which  you  furnished  the 
house,  professedly  in  obedience  to  its  orders.  Of 
this  fact,  any  gentleman  may  be  fully  satisfieo,  who 
will  take  the  trouble  to  compare  the  printed  docu- 
ment with  the  one  transmitted  to  the  house  by  Mr« 
Crawford,  and  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of 
jthe  clerk.  The  latter  also  uilbrds  intrinsic  evidence 
that  tlie  omissions  were  not  accidental,  for  they  are 
inclosed  in  black  lead  pencil  brackets,  wliicb  would 
{seem  to  have  been  intended  as  a guide  to  your 
compositor. 

Strong  as  are  the  implications  which  those  facts 
seem  to  w’^arrant,  and  decided  as  your  partiality 
for  ^?r.  Crawford  lias  been,  1 will  not  indulge  the 
belief,  (at  least  until  you  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  explaining),  that  you  could  have  reconciled  it  to 
yourselve‘1,  to  Iiave  sheltered  him  from  a just  rc- 
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sponsibility,  by  so  great  a violation  of  the  confidence 
reposed  in  you,  and  such  a flagrant  contempt  of 
thelegirimate  authority  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, that  no  member  thereof,  however  infatuated 
by  party  zeal,  who  feels  the  slightest  respect  for 
the  dignity  of  his  station,  could,  without  dishonor, 
regard  with  indifference.  A.  B. 

Mr.  n-wight,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a motion, 
which  was  subsequently  reduced  to  writing,  in  the 
following  words: 

Resolved^  Th&t  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton  he  com- 
mitted to  a select  committee,  and  that  said  committee  have  pow- 
er to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Much  difference  of  opinion  was  manifested  on 
the  subject — some  were  for  laying  the  letter  on  the 
table;  but  others  thought  that,  as  Messrs.  G.  and  S. 
were  officers  of  the  house,  the  matter  should  be 
investigated,  and  this  opinion  finally  prevailed,  nem. 
con.  by  the  adoption  of  Mr.  DxoighVs  resolution. — 
In  the  course  of  the  remarks,  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio, 
stated,  that  the  perusal  of  tlie  publication  in  the 
newspaper  had  induced  him  to  goto  the  clerk^s  of- 
fice, to  see  the  document  referred  to  in  that  publi- 
cation. It  seemed,  upon  the  face  of  it,  that  this 
house  has  been  imposed  upon  either  by  the  prin- 
ters  or  some  other  officers  of  the  government.  He 
did  not  undertake  to  declare  where  the  fault  lay, 
but  the  censure  rested  somewhere,  and  it  ought  to 
be  fixed  at  the  proper  place.  The  letter  in  ques- 
tion, he  said,  was  one  from  W.  R.  Dickinson,  cashier 
of  the  bank  of  Steubenville.  In  the  original  of 
this  letter  was  one  paragraph  inclosed  within  brack- 
ets, and  a cross  made  over  it  with  a pencil,  which 
perhaps  had  been  done  as  a notice  to  the  printer 
that  that  part  was  not  to  be  published.  That  para- 
graph was  one  which  ought  not  to  have  been  sup- 
pressed, as  it  had  been.  Mr.  C.  said  he  presumed 
that  when  a member  makes  a statement  of  tins  kind 
in  his  place,  it  is  due  even  to  him  that  a committee 
should  be  raised  to  inquire  into  the  matter.  The 
marks  referred  to  might  perhaps  have  been  inadvert- 
ently made:  they  might,  for  example,  have  been 
made  by  the  person  who  first  read  the  letter,  and  ta- 
ken by  the  printers  for  a mark  of  omission.  The 
thing  ought,  however,  to  be  investigated.  When  a 
department  is  called  on  for  information,  and,  in 
communicating  it,  a part  of  a letter  is  suppressed,  or 
it  is  in  any  other  way  suppressed,  it  is  treating  the 
house  in  a veryvshameful  manner.  It  was  due  to  all 
who  could  be  suspected  of  this  suppression,  that  it 
should  be  inquired  into.  Let  those  who  are  inno- 
cent appear  so,  and  those  who  are  guilty  be  expos 
ed.  It  is  our  duty,  as  members,  to  see  that  such 
frauds  do  not  go  unpunished.  Suppose  that  any 
member,  hearing  from  this  cashier  what  he  had 
written  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  should  state 
it  on  this  floor,  and,  on  turning  to  the  printed  docu- 
ments, should  find  nothing  of  the  sort  there,  what 
an  unpleasant  situation  he  would  be  placed  in.  See. 
It  was  due,  under  every  view,  to  Messrs.  Gales  &, 
Seaton,  and  to  the  head  of  the  treasury  department, 
that  an  inquiry  should  take  place  into  this  matter. 

And  Mr.  McLane  said,  that,  where  any  imputa- 
tion was  seriously  made  on  any  officer  of  this  house, 
it  ought  to  be  investigated.  He  was,  therefore,  in 
favor  of  the  resolution — not  because  he  believed 
ther«  had  been  any  fault  on  the  part  of  the  printers 
to  this  house,  or  because  he  believed  there  had 
been  any  fault  any  where.  He  wished  a full  in- 
quiry, and  to  have  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  this  matter  placed  before  the  house.  He  had 
never  beard  of  the  fact  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Oliio;  or  even  seen  the  publication  in  question, 
before  it  was  presented  to  the  house  this  morning. 
But  he  had  formed  his  opinion  that  there  was  no 


fault  any  where,  from  the  single  fact,  which  speaks 
loudly  to  all  parties.  This  house  is  in  possession  of 
the  original  letter  from  the  cashier.  When  calls  are 
made  on  the  department  for  information,  it  is  usual 
to  furnish  copies.  In  this  instance,  the  original  pa- 
per had  been  sent  to  this  house;  and  he  could  not 
conceive  any  other  motive  for  the  department  fur- 
nishing the  original  paper,  unless  it  were  that  the 
house  should  be  in  possession  of  all  the  facts  con- 
nected  with  the  subject,  though  it  might  not  have 
been  proper  that, every  particular  of  it  should  be 
spread  before  the  public. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
to  which  was  re-committedthe  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  mother  of  the  late  lieut.  vVm  H.  Allen,  with 
instructions  to  report  a bill  for  the  relief  ot  his  sis- 
ter, reported  the  same  with  sundry  amendments, 
which  go  to  substitute  the  daughter’s  in  the  place 
of  the  mother’s  name;  which  bill  was  committed  to 
the  committee  of  the  whole  house. 

Mr.  F.  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a bill 
for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perry,  mother  of  the  late 
Oliver  H.  Perry;  which  bill  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  F.  also  made  an  unfavorable  report  in  the 
case  of  Julia  Lawrence,  widow  of  the  late  capt.  Jas. 
Lawrence;  which  report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
C^fden,  (one  of  the  naval  committee),  committed 
to  a committee  of  the  whole  house,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted a bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Perry. 

Mr.  Rich's  resolution,  submitted  yesterday,  was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  this  home,  all  the  correspondence  between  the 
government  of  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  relating  to 
the  negociation  of  the  convention  entered  into  between  the  two 
governments,  on  the  20th  of  Oct.  1818,  wliich  may  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  public  interest. 

This  resolution  will  of  course  lie  one  day. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  S.  C.  rose,  and,  in  very  warm 
terms,  announced  the  decease  of  his  predecessor, 
Mr.  Lowndes,  saying  that,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
he  was,  constructively,  a member  of  the  house,  &c. 
He  pronounced  a handsome  eulogtum  on  the  de- 
ceased, but  sat  down  to  give  way  to 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Va.  who  rose  to  follow  with  the 
resolution,  which  had  been  intimated  by  his  friend 
from  South  Carolina,the  feeling  annunciation  which 
had  been  just  addressed  to  the  house.  That  gen- 
tleman might  well  feel  and  speak  more  strongly 
than  any  other  member  of  the  house  could  do,  on 
the  subject  of  this  melancholy  event,  from  his  more 
intimate  association,  both  by  residence  and  friend-^ 
sliip,  with  the  eminent  man  whose  loss  we  deplor- 
ed; and  the  peculiarity  of  whose  character  and  for- 
tune it  was  to  be  esteemed  and  beloved  in  the  ex- 
act proportion  in  which  he  was  known.  It  was, 
indeed,  a character,  Mr.  A.  said,  in  which  the  qua- 
lities which  won  esteem,  were  blended  in  the  hap- 
piest unison  with  those  which  commanded  it.  He 
had  no  intention  of  entering  into  any  minute  deli- 
neation of  his  character,  for  many  reasons.  The 
most  important  was,  that  he  felt  he  was  unequal  to 
the  office.  Nor  was  it  necessary,  after  the  picture 
which  had  been  presented  to  us  to-day,  to  which,  if 
he  attempted  to  add  any  coloring,  he  should  only 
contribute  to  deface,  perhaps,  that  which  did  not 
require  to  be  improved.  Panegyric,  on  this  occa- 
sion, was,  indeed,  rendered  unnecessary,  by  the 
settled  feeling  and  opinion  of  this  country  in  rela- 
tion to  Mr.  Lowndes.  He  had  been,  for  a consider- 
able time,  conspicuously  before  the  public,  a part 
of  that  time  comprehending  a very  trying  period  of 
our  history,  and  the  judgment  of  the  public  had 
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been  awarded  in  relation  to  him.  He  was  already 
ranked  with  the  eminent  names  winch  had  passed 
by,  and  been  consecrated  to  national  respect.  He 
was  already jranked  as  a man  superior  in  worth  as  he 
was  in  mind — as  one  of  the  purest,  and  ablest,  .and 
most  faithful  of  the  statesmen  who  might  claim  Irom 
our  country  the  meed  of  honor — as  combining  a 
large  share  of  the  highest  titles  to  human  deference 
and  estimation,  talent,  and  public  service  and  virtue. 
Mr.  A.  said  that  the  house  would  be  deficient  in 
the  discharge  of  its  appropriate  ofli  ■e,  it  would  not 
reflect  the  sentiments  and  the  wishes  of  tlie  people 
whom  it  represented,  if  it  omitted  the  testimony  of 
respectful  regret  which  was  due  to  this  afflicting 
occasion.  The  face  of  this  country  was  dollied  in  j 
mourning,  and  this  countenance  ouglit  to  be  re- 
flected in  its  proper  mirror,  tlie  proceedings  and 
language  of  this  liouse.  The  house  would  be  want- 
ing, in  a due  respect  to  itself,  if  it  omitted  this  last 
tribute  to  a man  who  had  filled  so  large  a space  in 
its  service,  and  brought  to  it  so  great  an  accession 
of  reputation.  The  house  had,  he  knew,  no  dispo- 
sition to  withhold  the  tribute.  Their  feeling,  on 
the  subject,  was  in  a true  accord  with  the  feeling 
of  the  country.  Some  gentlemen  might  suppose, 
however,  that  the  case  w\as  not  comprehended  by 
the  rule  of  usage  of  the  house  in  this  respect.  If  it 
were  not  so  embraced,  Mr.  A had  no  hesitation,  for 
himself,  in  saying  this  was  a case  in  wliich  he  would 
make  a rule  for  the  occasion.  He  acknowledged, 
himself,  the  obligations  of  precedent  in  no  other 
place  than  a court  of  justice;  conceiving,  in  all 
other  places,  a higher  obedience  to  be  due  to  the 
sources  of  precedent,  the  justice  and  reason  from 
which  it  was  presumed  to  spring.  But  the  case  did 
fall  within  the  principle  and  intendment  of  the  usage 
We  have  been  told,  by  his  friend,  from  South  Ca 
rolina,  that  Mr.  Lowndes  was,  constructively,  a 
member  of  this  house  at  the  period  of  his  lamented 
demise.  But,  for  the  near  approach  and  prospect 
of  this  event,  his  seat  would  nevej-  have  been  va- 
cated; and  because  he  refused  to  hold  an  office  of 
which  he  was  unable  to  discharge  the  duties,  and 
had  given,  in  his  last  public  act,  a new  and  farther 
proof  of  his  just  claims  to  our  esteem,  was  the  tes- 
timony of  our  respect  to  be  withheld  from  him 
which  w'ould  otherwise  have  been  accorded?  This 
could  not,  Mr,  A.  knew,  be  the  sentiment  of  the 
house.  It  was  among  the  first  duties  of  patriotism, 
especially  in  a free  stale,  to  accord  a due  testimony 
of  public  sensibility  to  eminent  public  service.  It 
W'as  the  most  unquestionable  dictate  of  policy,  in 
such  a state,  to  hold  out  the  incitements,  at  once 
so  cheap  and  so  splendid,  to  public  virtue,  which 
were  afforded  by  the  prospect  of  posthumous  ho- 
nor and  reputation.  A case  could  scarcely  occur, 
calling  more  loudly  for  action,  in  reference  to  this 
duty  and  this  policy,  than  that  which  was  now  pre- 
sented. Mr  Archer  had  no  doubt  that  the  liouse 
duly  appreciated  its  obligation;  and  that  there 
would  be  an  unanimous  accord  in  rendering  the  last 
office  of  respect  which  he  was  about  to  propose, 
to  a man  whom  it  would  long  be  a subject  of  our 
pride  to  remember,  and  of  our  regret  to  have  lost; 
and  that,  too,  at  a period  of  life  at  which  he  naight 
have  been  expected  to  render  still  farther  services 
to  his  country,  and  to  establish  a still  larger,  though 
not  more  undoubted,  title  to  its  esteem.  He  should, 
therefore,  move  that  this  house  do 
Resolve,  That  the  memhers  of  this  house  wilt  testify  their  re- 
sj)eet  for  the  memory  of  IVm.  Loivndes,  late  a member  of  this 
.house,  from  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  by  wearing  crape  on  the 
left  arm  for  one  month. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  addressing  the  speaker, 
said,  1 rise  to  second  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 


from  Virginia,  and  to  tender  to  him  sincere  thanks 
for  having  made  it.  To  omit  this  homage  of  national 
respect,  could  in  no  wise  impair  the  exalted  and 
well  earned  fame  of  our  lamented  friend,  but  it 
would  indicate  a want  of  sensibility  to  tlie  greatest 
bereavement,  in  the  loss  of  a citizen,  which  has  be- 
fallen the  union  since  I have  held  a seat  in  its  coun- 
cils. The  highest  and  the  best  hopes  of  this  coun- 
try looked  to  William  Lownuks  for  their  fulfilment. 
'I’he  most  honorable  office  in  the  civilized  world — 
the  chief  magistracy  of  this  free  people,  would  have 
been  illustrated  by  his  virtues  and  talents.  During 
nine  years  service  in  this  house,  it  was  my  happiness 
to  be  associated  with  Inm  on  many  of  its  most  im- 
portant committees.  He  never  failed  to  shed  new 
light  upon  all  subjects  to  which  he  applied  his  vi- 
gorous and  discriminating  mind.  His  industry  in 
discharging  the  arduous  and  responsible  duties,  con- 
stantly assigned  him,  was  persevering  and  efficient. 

To  manners  the  most  unassuming— to  patriotism 
the  most  disinterested — to  morals  the  most  pure — 
to  attainments  of  the  first  rank  in  literature  and  sci- 
ence— he  added  the  virtues  of  decision  and  pru- 
dence, so  happily  combined,  so  harmoniously  uni- 
ted, that  we  knew  not  which  most  to  admire,  the 
firmness  with  which  he  pursued  his  purpose,  or  the 
gentleness  with  which  he  disarmed^opposition.'i 

His  arguments  were  made,  not  to  enjoy  the  ti-i- 
umph  of  victory,  but  to  convince  the  judgment  of 
his  hearers:  and  when  the  success  of  his  eflbrts  was 
most  signal,  his  humility  was  most  conspicuous! 

You,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  remember  his  zeal  in  sus- 
taining the  cause  of  our  country  in  the  darkest  days 
of  tlie  late  war.  You  cannot  have  forgotten — who, 
that  heard  him,  can  ever  forget  the  impression  of 
his  eloquence,  in  announcing  the  resolution  of 
thanks  to  the  gallant  Perry,  for  the  victory  of  Lake 
Erie!  Alas!  alas!  the  statesman  has  joined  tlie  hero 
— never,  never  again  shall  his  voice  be  heard  in  this 
Hall.  We  shall  here  him  no  more,  until  the  voice 
of  the  Archangel  shall  summon  the  grave  to  surren- 
der its  dead. 

When  Mr.  Taylor  sat  down — 

Mr.  Archer  made  a few  additional  remarks,  and 
the  resolution  was  carried,  izewi.  con.  Immediately 
after  which  the  house  adjourned. 

IVednesday,  Jan.  22.  Several  reports  on  private 
claim.s  were  received.  Mr.  Cook\'f  resolution  sub- 
mitted  yesterday,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Maine,  submitted  for  considera- 
tion the  following: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  committee  on  tli.e  judiciary  he  instructed  to 
inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  estahiishiiip  by  law,  such  ofiices,  the 
compensation  for  which  has  usually  been  provided  for  by  appro- 
priation bills,  without  any  other  act  of  legislation;  and  such  oSHces, 
the  duties  of  which  have  been  usually  compensated  by  extraordi- 
nary atid  per  diem  allowanes  out  of  contingent  funds. 

Mr.  Lincoln  mentioned  some  purticulars— about  a 
clerk  to  the  attorney  general,  a clerk  to  the  surgeon 
general,  two  clerks  in  the  treasury  department,  one 
clerk  to  the  clerk  of  the  house,  8cc.  who  had  been 
provided  in  the  way  that  he  would  .avoid  for  the 
future,  ?cc.  he.  Tbe  extraordinary  and  per  diem  al- 
lowance recapitulated  by  him,  amounted  to  a consi- 
derable sum.  Mr.  JVilliams,  of  N.  0.  supported  the 
motion  decidedly,  but  he  proposed  that  it  should 
be  referred  to  tlie  committee  of  ways  and  means, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bnrstow,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  th.e  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expecUeticy  of  allowing  a bounty  to  captors  of 
all  pirates  taken  and  brought  into  the  United  States,  on(  convic- 
tion, and  likewise  on  the  vessel  and  armament  in  which  they  may 
be  captured,  on  condemnation  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Conklins'  oflei  ed  the  foUowitig  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  select  committee,  appointed  on  the  I3tb 
inst.  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force  the 
law  making  the  crowns  of  France  and  five-franc  pieces  a lawful 
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tender,  be  alio  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
tinuing in  force  the  act  entitled  “an  act  concerning  the  mint,” 
approved  March  3d,  1801,  and  that  the  said  committee  have  leave 
to  report  hy  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Rochester^  ot  New  York,  said  that  this  reso 
lution  reminded  him  of  another  subject,  somewhat 
analagous  to  it,  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  house,  viz.  the  propriety  of  inquir 
ing  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  standard 
of  American  gold  coin,  or  rather  of  proportioning  it 
to  the  value  of  the  gold  coin  of  other  countries. 
This  subject,  Mr.  R.  said,  had  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  several  committees  at  former  sessions  of  con- 
gress, at  the  head  of  one  of  which  was  the  distin- 
guished gentleman  whose  death  the  nation  now  de- 
plores; and  to  whose  memory  the  house  yesterday, 
in  a manner  so  honorable  to  itself,  paid  a tribute  of 
respect.  That  committee,  and  other  committees, 
had  reported  in  favor  of  reducing  the  standard  of 
our  gold  coin.  The  subject,  he  believed,  had  never 
been  acted  upon;  if  it  had  been  acted  upon,  it  had 
at  least  not  received  the  sanction  of  the  house: 
The  gold  coin,  Mr  R.  said,  is  now  entirely  disap 
pearing  from  among  us.  It  may  be  owing  to  this 
cause  very  much,  that  the  tabular  statements  of  ex 
ports  and  imports  of  specie  for  the  last  year  exhi- 
bit a balance  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  against  us. 
It  was  only  yesterday,  he  said,  he  had  been  told 
that  the  banks  in  New  York  have  not  in  their  vaults 
a single  piece  of  gold  of  any  kind,  nor  an  American 
or  Spanish  milled  dollar;  their  specie  being  made 
up  entirely  of  French  crowns,  five  franc  pieces,  and 
parts  of  dollars.  He  presumed  that  the  banks  in 
other  cities  were  in  pretty  nearly  the  same  situa- 
tion. With  these  views,  he  wished  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution,  to  allow  him  an  op- 
portunity to  prepare  which,  he  moved  that  this  re- 
solution lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Conkling  not  objecting  to  this  course,  the  re- 
solution was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  accordingly. 

Mr.  Breckenridge  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  tlie  allowances  made  to  marshals  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  seized  or  captured  vessels.  [Agreed  to.] 

Mr.  Wright  ose  and  not  ced  ti  e tribute  of  re- 
spect that  ad  been  paid  to  the  memory  of  Wil- 
liam Lowndes,  and  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopt 
ed— 

K Resolved,  That  this  bouse  will  testify  its  respect  for  the  memory 
of  Thomas  Van  Swearingen,  of  Va.  Ludwig  Wovman,  of  Penn- 
sylvania,and  James  Overstreet,  ofS.C.late  members  of  this  house, 
by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  communicating 
to  congress  a report  of  the  board  of  engineers,  of 
surveys  made  on  the  rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi, 
from  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio,  at  Louisville,  to  the  Ra 
lize,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  and  ascertaining 
the  most  practicable  mode  of  improving  the  navi, 
gation  of  those  rivers;  which  was  read,  and  order 
^ to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  communicated  a letter  from  the  se 
cretary  of  state,  transmitting  a list  of  the  names  of 
persons  to  whom  patents  have  been  issued  for  the 
invention  of  any  new  or  useful  art  or  machine,  ma, 
nufacture,or  composition  of  matter,  or  any  Improve 
ment  thereon,  during  the  year  1822;  which  list  and 
letter  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  a letter  from  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  transmitting  a report  of  what  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  opening  the  road  leading 
from  Plattsburg  to  Sackett^s  Harbour;  which  letter 
and  report  were  laid  on  the  table;  also. 


Another  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting a printed  statement  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  year  1821; 
with  an  appendix,  containing  statements  of  the 
debt  of  the  United  States,  and  of  its  redemption  to 
the  close  ©f  the  year  1821;  which  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

rhe  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  on  the  unfinished 
business  of  Monday  last,  which  is  the  bill  regulating 
the  duties  on  impofts  and  tonnage.  ° ° 

Messrs.  McLane,  Ingham,  Cambreleng  Colden 
Barsto-w,  McKim,  Rhea,  Warfield,  Gorham,  Tomlin- 
son, Forivard,  Trimble  and  Wright  engaged  in  the 
interesting  and  laborious  duty  of  preparing,  sup- 
porting  or  opposing  amendments  to  the  details  of 
the  bill. 

At  half  past  4 o’clock  the  committee  rose. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Speaker  on  the 
letter  of  Messrs.  Gales  & Seaton,  are  Messrs. 
Dwight,  Condict,  Edwards,  of  Conn.  Darlington* 
Kent,  Sanders  and  Breckenridge. 

THcnsDAT’s  proceeiungs— Jan.  23. 

In  the  senate~\\o  important  matter  engaged  at- 
tention; but,  to  keep  up  the  chain  of  intelligence, 
a further  notice  will  be  taken  of  the  proceedings  in 
our  next.  ® 

In  the  house  of  representatives,  several  reports 
were  received  and  referred.  The  bill  regulating 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  was  further  con- 
sidered, and  sundry  amendments,  suggested  by  Mr 
M^Kimy  agreed  to.  The  committee  rose,  that  the 
bill,  as  anaended,  might  be  printed. 

I'he  bill  from  the  senate  making  provision  for  the 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road 
was  considered  and  amended.  ’ 


CHRONICLE. 

Q^We  have  the  pleasure  to  learn,  that  a bill  to 
relieve  the  Jews  from  anti-christian  as  well  as  anti- 
republican  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the 
state  of  Maryland,  has  passed  the  house  of  dele- 
gates  by  a majority  of  IT". 

Banks.  Petitions  are  to  be  preferred  to  the  legis- 
lature of  New  York  at  its  present  session,  for  the 
esiablishment  of  thirteen  bank-.  All  except  four 
to  be  instituted  in  the  city. 

Colombia.  The  squadron  under  com.  Daniels 
has  captured  the  Spanish  sloop  of  war  Maria  Fran- 
cisco, of  24  long  12-pounders  and  200  men,  from 
Havana  for  Maracaybo,  with  25,000  dollars  in  spe- 
cie, and  provisions,  clothing,  &c.  for  the  royalists. 
Daniels  was  seeking  for  the  frigate  Ligera  and 
brig  Hercules.  He  now  has  a handsome  and  well 
fitted  little  fleet.  He  has  also  recently  captured  a 
Spanish  schooner  with  a cargo  worth  30,000  dol- 
lars, the  most  valuable  of  the  plunder  ot  Morales. 

C;^Mexico.  The  important  castle  of  San  Juan 
de  Ulloa,  at  Vera  Cruz,  has  been  surrendered  to 
the  imperialists.  General  Davilla,  its  late  comman- 
der, has  arrived  at  Havana. 

It  is  stated  that  the  emperor,  having  ordered 
general  Santa  Ana  under  arrest,  the  latter,  in- 
stead of  proceeding  to  the  capital,  as  ordered,  re- 
turned to  Vera  Cruz,  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  troops  and  proclaimed  a republican  government. 
He  has  been  joined  by  several  divisions  of  the 
army,  and  extensive  civil  commotions  are  expect- 
ed. 
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C;;;^A  communication  lias  been  received  from  the 
Boston  “Merchant,”  in  reply  to  our  correspondent 
*T’— but  mechanical  necessity  bus  caused  its  posi- 
ponement  until  nestiweek.  The  writer  holds  a 
very  free  pen,  and  his  manuscripts,  no  doubt,  are 
easily  read  by  those  who  are  accustom<-d  to  them — 
but  a number  of  words  must  be  found  out  by  astran 
ger  to  the  manner  of  his  writing-;  a task  that  every 
person  in  a printing  clHce  is  not  competent  to.— 
The  “Merchant”  has  requested  us  to  correct  two 
errors  in  his  former  communication — In  pt^ge  244, 
2nd  col.  for  “par”  read  price;  in  page  245,  1st  col. 
for  “arousing”  read  producing.  I’hough  we  exam 
ined  his  article  with  g reat  care,  we  feared  that  there 
were  many  more  errors. 

What  is  said  above  may,  without  the  least  varia- 
tion, apply  also  to  our  correspondent  “T” — but  we 
have  some  advantage  in  a better  knowledge  of  his 
manner  of  putting  down  characters  for  words.  I 
ought  not  myself  to  complain  ot  a hand  writing 
difficult  to  be  read — but,  when  gentlemen  write  for 
the  press  they  ought  to  be  particular.  'I’hey  can 
hardly  imagine  the  difficulty  under  which  we  some- 
times labor  on  this  account,  frequently  increased 
by  the  want  of  a single  poi/ir  to  assist  us  in  gather- 
ing the  meaning  of  a sentence  that  we  may  discov- 
er some  of  the  words  of  it. 

Maryland.  The  bill  to  alter  the  constitution  so 
as  to  do  away  religious  tests,  which  had  passed  the 
house  of  delegates  by  a majority  of  17,  has  passed 
the  senate  by  a majority  of  one  vote  only:  lor  it  8, 
against  it  7 — every  member  present.  Before  it  can 
take  effect,  it  must  be  ratified  by  both  houses  at 
the  next  session. 

Banking.  We  have  an  exhibit  of  the  state  of 
the  banks  in  Pennsylvania,  as  laid  before  the  legis 
lature  of  the  state.  It  appears  that  the  amount  of 
the  capital  of  the  bank  of  the  Northern  Liberties, 
actually  paid  in,  was  299.280  dollars— against  this  is 
charge  1 ovER.DRAFTs,  to  the  amount  of  283,329  dol- 
^ iars,  leaving  only  16,000  dollars  of  the  capital  re- 
maining If  this  robbery  had  happened  in  Balti- 
more!  Why  this  beats  the  division  of  the  City 

bank,  for  about  one  fifth  of  the  capital  of  the  latter 
was  left  untouched! 

A Kentucky  correspondent  says— “I  have  at  last 
succeeded  in  getting  a note  that  may  satisfy  my 
subscription  for  the  Kegistkk— such  is  the  blessmg 
of  our  commonwealth’s  bank  ft  has  nearly  destroy 
ed  all  commerce  or  trade,  extinguished  personal 
credit,  and  broken  down  confidence  between  man 
and  man,  as  well  as  damped  and  'depressed  the  in- 
dustry of  the  state—.bul  thank  God,  the  people  are 
beginning  to  get  tired  of  it*s  blessings,  and*  its  pa- 
per  mil!  will  soon  cease  working;  leaving  a debt, 
however,  due  to  it  from  the  poorest  of  the  people, 
to  the  amount  of  2^  or  three  millions  of  dollars.” 

Porto  Rico.  Some  further  particukrs  relating 
to  tlie  late  expedition  for  revolutionizing  this  island, 
are  published.  They  only  go  to  siieiv  how  certain 
merchants  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  were 
taken  in  by  the  desperadoes. 

Voc,  XXH!.’ — ~22. 


Important  appuintments.  'I  m to, lowing  ap- 
poinirneiits  hare  been  made  bv  the  president  oi  the 
United  States,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Uie 
senate,  viz: 

jindre-j}  Jackson,  of  fennessee,  to  be  envoy  ex- 
traordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  go- 
vernment of  Mexico. 

John  Jlason,  Jun.  to  be  secretary  of  legation  to 
the  same  government. 

C\esav  Jl.  Rodney,  of  Delaware,  to  be  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  the  government  of  Buenos 
Ayrc  s. 

John  M.  Forbes,  to  be  secretary  of  legation  to 
the  same  government. 

Richard  C.  Anderson,  of  Ky.  to  be  minister  pleni- 
potenliary  to  the  government  of  Colombia. 

C.  S.  Todd,  to  be  secretary  of  legation  to  the 
same  government. 

Henxan  Alien,  of  Vermont,  to  be  minister  pleni- 
potentiary to  the  government  of  Ghili. 

J F Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  to  be  secretary  of  le- 
gation  to  the  same. 

Erpedition  against  the  pirates.  The  following  arc 
the  new  names  given  by  com.  Porter  to  the  vessels 
that  he  has  purchased,  Stc.  They  are  quite  cha- 
racteristic: Steam  galliot  Sea-gull,  storeship  Decoy^ 
schrs.  Greyhound,  Jackall,  Fox,  Wild  Cat,  Beagle, 
Ferret,  Terrier  and  Weazle;  and  the  cutters  Midge, 
Musquito,  Sand  Fly,  Gallinipper,  Gnat.  The  sloop 
of  war  Peacock  and  schooner  Shark,  will  be  attach- 
ed to  the  squadron. 

The  rights  of  men  and  things.  We  have  pub- 
lished a copy  of  the  bill  now  before  the  house  of 
nqiresentatives  of  the  United  States,  “for  the  more 
eltectual  encouragement  and  protection  of  domes- 
tic  manufactures.”  I like  tlie  titleof  this  bill— there 
is  reason  in  it,  and  without  disguise.  We  have 
many  laws  for  the  “protection  of  commerce,”  and 
we  wish  it  understood  that  other  branches  of  indus- 
try should  also  be  protected.* 

Without  entering  into  a detail  of  the  merits  of 
this  bill,  we  now  propose  to  offer  some  remarks  on 
the  subject  at  large— in  the  hope  of  persuading 
some  to  do  handsomely,  what  they  may  soon  be  com- 
pelled  to  do  of  necessity,  if  reciprocity  is  much  lon- 
ger refused  to  a great  majority  of  our  population, 
in  whom  especially  rests  the  wealth  and  strength 
of  the  nation;  who  must  make  it  flourish  in  peace 
and  triumph  m war,  or  it  cannot  either  flourish  or 
triumph.  We  intend  to  speak  pretty  plainly,  but 
not  to  offend  any  one,  unless  offence  shall  be  tak- 
en  at  the  evidence  of  facts.  If  so — so  be  it. 

The  small  advance  on  the  duties  generally  pro- 
posed by  the  bill,  will  not  be  felt  by  the  consumer, 
though  they  may  sustain  the  producer.  Indeed, 
the  general  rise  of  duties  hardly  exceeds,  if  it 


*This  bill  IS  now-  before  the  house  of  representa- 
tives—see  page  352.  1 he  vote  to  take  it  up  indi- 

cates a design  to  act  decisively  upon  it.  T he  edi- 
tors of  tlie  National  Intelligencer  curiously  call  it 
the  ^‘manufacturers*  bill.”  Would  they  call  the  lav,-^ 
[e  piuribvs  unum]  that  provides  for  a difference  of 
rate  between  foreign  and  domestic  tonnage,  the 
1 merchants*  lav? 
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amounts  to  as  much  as,  the  extra  price  now  laid  on 
imported  goods  on  account  ot  the  difference  of  ex* 
change;  and,  as  the  probable  effect  of  the  passage 
of  a liberal  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
industry,  will  be  to  keep  out  of  the  country  a large 
amount  of  the  products  of  foreign  manufacturers, 
tl  e result  might  soon  shew  itself  in  an  equalization 
of  the  rate  of  exchange — so  the  price  of  con)modi 
ties  would  not  be  enhanced  at  all.  15ut  there  would 
be  this  material  difference — the  12i  per  cent,  on 
exchange,  now  paid  to  Ei  glisbmen,  would  be  re 
tained  at  home  for  the  use  of  Americans,  and  adci 
millions  to  the  amount  of  the  domestic  circulation. 
This  is  a matter  of  great  consideration  and  exceed 
ingly  important:  it  is  the  difference  between  one 
amount  thrown  into  the  common  mass  of  business, 
and  of  another  amount  drawn  out  of  it — between 
getting  and  expending.  If  the  present  rate  of  ex 
change  were  assured  to  our  farmers  and  manufac 
turers,  they  would  be  reasonably  content — for  ti\e 
‘‘protection,”  in  many  cases,  would  be  sufficient; 
but  this  cannot  be,  because  the  rate  of  exchange  is 
as  uncertain  as  the  winds  and  waves,  and  to  be  af 
fected  by  the  acts  of  the  tyrants  of  Europe,  whe- 
ther  they  will  direct  their  people  to  cut  eacl)  others 
throats,  or  cause  them  to  remain  in  the  stillness  of 
despotism:  so  it  cannot  serve  as  a foundation  for  the 
erection  of  costly  manufactories.  Tlie  people  have 
suffered  too  severely  by  artificial  excitements,  to 
invest  labor  and  capital  without  sober  caicula 
tion.  I’hey  will  know  what  they  have  to  depend 
upon,  before  they  advance  a single  step;  but  know- 
ing that,  they  will  enter  into  those  pursuits  ti;at 
will  yield  the  best  probable  profit,  'I'his  is  clearly 
shewn  by  the  facts  that  relate  to  cotton  manufac 
tures  Many  prudent,  intelligent  and  wealthy  men, 
were  absolutely  ruined  by  embarking  in  this  busi 
ness  during  tiie  late  war— -hardly  one  in  ten  of 
them  stood  tlie  shock  of  peace!  The  whole  sacri- 
fice amounted  to  millions  of  dollars.  But  an  act 
of  government  lias  secured  the  domestic  manu- 
facture of  the  article  to  a certain  extent — a large 
amount  of  coarse  goods  are  already  exported,  and 
the  market  for  them  promises  to  be  large:  in  conse- 
quence, all  the  old  establishments  that  had  stop- 
ped, are  fully  at  work,  and  millions  of  dollars  have 
been  invested  or  are  now  investing  in  the  building 
and  fitting  of  new  ones  Let  those  who  apprehend 
monopolies,  or  rather  affect  to  believe  that  they 
will  happen,  get  over  this  “stumbling  block”  if 
they  can;  but  they  evade  it,  go  round  it,  and  double, 
like  old  foxes,  to  avoid  the  evidence  of  truth.  They 
know  that  domestic  cottons  are  cheaper  than  the 
imported  ever  were — they  know  that  the  price  has 
been  reduced  because  of  the  protection  afforded — 
they  know'^  that,  by  the  prosecution  of  this  business, 
many  thousand  persons  are  employed  that  would 
otherwise  be  idle,  and  that  a great  value  is  annually 
created  at  home  which  we  hitherto  obtained  from 
abroad — yet  they  will  not  give  into  the  principle  or 
suffer  its  general  application,  for  the  common  good 
of  the  country.  I cannot  believe  that  liiis  is  a ge- 
nerous proceeding — I have  been  afraid  that  it  comes 
out  of  ungenerous  motives,  local  jealousies  and 
sectional  feelings.  Let  all  persons  lock  at  the  vote 
on  the  tariff  bill,  as  exhibited  beUiw,  and  reflect — 
they  will  see  that  there  is  power  to  command  what 
courtesy  should  give— what  justice  requires.  Pow- 
er too,  is  every  day  and  hour  passing  into  the  hands 
of  those  interested  in  the  product  of  food  and  rai- 
ment.  Is  it  not  possible — nay  is  it  not  probable, 
that  wrong  may  be  retaliated  by  wrong.''  The  vote 
in  the  congressional  body  is  with  those  who  suffer, 
and  that  vote  will  yet  in  despite  of  manage- . 


ment,  which  has  long  had  its  day.  God  knows 
that  1 would  not  build  up  my  prosperity  on  the 
injury  of  another— “1  never  held  out  ray  hand  to 
clench  a hard  bargain”  in  my  life— I never  will: 
but  I Icve  EdUALiTT  ; and,  while  prot.  cting  the 
interest  of  others,  1 calculate  that  they  ought  to 
protect  mine.  If  this  principle  is  wrong,  1 should 
like  to  correct  it.  Seeing  then,  what  “protection” 
has  done  for  the  cotton  manufacture,  why  should 
we  not  protect  other  branches  of  the  national  in- 
dustry.'’ Place  those  of  wool,  iron,  flax,  hemp,  Sec. 
on  the  fooling,  and  the  same  results  will  follow. 
We  shall  have  cheaper  and  better  articles  of  home 
product  than  those  now  imported;  and  the  im- 
mense benefit  of  a prosperous  application  of  labor, 
rhe  iron  works  of  western  [Pennsylvania,  at  which 
were  consumed  one  half  of  the  whole  surplus  pro- 
duct of  bacon  in  Kentucky,  a few  years  ago,  do  not 
now  consume  a pound  of  it — the  market  has  de- 
parted with  the  decline  of  the  factories;  and  thus  it 
is  every  where  and  in  regard  to  every  thing.  In  re- 
spect to  many  a’dicles,  the  cost  of  transportation 
in  search  of  a market,  may  make  them  of  no  value 
at  iiome;  but  the  establishment  of  manufactories 
affords  a ready  market  and  stamps  value  on  things 
that  were  valueless.  There  are  pi  eces  in  our  coun- 
try where  a husiiel  of  wheat  will  hardly  buy  a paper 
of  pins;  and  where  the  extra  cabbages  that  a farmer 
might  raise  in  liis  own  garden  without  any  apparent 
trouble,  would  pay  all  possible  advance  that  could  be 
made  on  imported  articles  used  by  him  on  account 
of  a rise  in  tiie  tariff— provided,  we  hud  a market 
for  these  poiir  cabbages,  I'his  matter  begins  to  be 
unoerstoocl.  Tiie  farmers,  tiiough  not  so  easily 
moved,  are  not  less  intelligent  than  the  planters; 
and  they  are  well  assured  tliai  an  acre  of  land  will 
not  produce  more  wheat  when  it  is  at  50  cents  per 
bushel,  than  when  it  is  at  20C — and  tliey  know  also, 
that  when  wheat  is  at  200  cents,  they  can  afford  to 
pay  many  times  more  tax,  or  diisbi’ise  many  limes 
the  amount  of  money,  that  they  can  do  when  it  is 
worth  only  50:  for  this  product  acts  as  a barometer 
for  the  rest  of  their  products  of  bread-stuffs  and 
meats,  and  fixes  a value  on  the  whole.  The  moyieg 
cost  of  an  article  is  nothing — it  is  the  means  to  pay 
it,  and  that  only,  which  conies  into  rightful  conside- 
ration. A yard  of  cloth  at  g3  may  cost  6 bushels  of 
wheat,  and  the  price  seem  low;  but  wnen  ^he  same 
cloth  sells  for  ^6,  and  may  be  hud  for  3 bushels  of 
wheat,  it  is  at  the  one  half  of  its  former  price  to  the 
wheat  grower  consuniir-g  it,  though  the  nominal  cost 
is  doubled.  These  are  very  simple  things — they  are 
self-evident  when  mentioned;  but  many  will  not 
think  of  them.  1 feel  them — severely  feel  them,-  and 
so  does  every  man  in  business,  except  speculators, 
stock  jobbers  and  shavers,  though  all  may  not  note 
them  as  they  should. 

We  have  more  than  once  endeavored  to  shew 
some  of  the  proceedings  that  have  been  had  for  the 
“protection”  of  commerce,  but  not  to  reprobate 
them — for,  we  say,  that  commerce  must  be  protect- 
ed. The  merchants  have  never  asked  for  relief  in 
vain.  They  have  been  supported  by  restriction, 
until,  (as  manufacturers  of  coarse  cottons  are  now 
conditioned),  they  can  generally  compete  with  the 
merchants  of  other  nations.  To  accomplish  this, 
ten  thousand  lives  and  many  tens  of  millions  of 
dollars  have  been  wasted  or  expended— but  we 
do  not  complain  of  that;  for,  as  old  Staiik  said, 
“death  is  not  the  greatest  of  evils.”  We  fought 
for  our  rights  and  we  gained  them.  The  time  has 
arrived,  when  ilie  person  and  lawful  pursuits  of  a 
free  American,  shall  not  be  arrested  with  impunity- 
on  the  high  seas,  A tame  submission  to  the  im- 
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pressrnent  of  individuals,  or  the  confiscation  of  pro- 
perty tlirough  “paper  blockades,”  no  longer  liave 
their  advocates  among  us.  I'his  is  as  rt  should  be. 
The  national  feeling  is  right,  for  it  is  honorable  to 
the  nation— and  national  honor  is  national  strength. 
So  let  it  be  in  all  things.  Great  Britain  would  go 
to  war  for  the  impressment  of  one  of  her  seamen, 
and  so  -will  we.  Great  Britain  will  not  receive  any 
of  our  products,  even  at  a reduced  price,  it  her  own 
people  can  furnish  the  commodity,  nor  should  7ve. 
Reciphocity  has  been  claimed  and  supported  for 
commerce:  it  is  all  that  is  asked  for  tlie  twenty 
times  greater  interest  of  agriculture  and  manufac- 1 
iures  combined,  as  then  are  in  thegruin- growing  stales,  i 
We  are  ready  to  tight  for  tlie  person  of  a seaman 
or  the  property  of  a shipper — why  not  equally  jea-i 
lous  of  the  welfare  of  farmers,  mechanics  and  ma- 
nufacturers our  immediate  neighbors  and  friends.^ 
Equa/itif  only,  is  wished  for;  and  this  is,  or  soon  will 
be,  retjuired.  The  cost  of  the  squadrons  in  the  Me- 
diterranean and  tlie  Pacific  is  far  greater  than  the 
profits  of  tlie  whole  trade  which  they  are  presumed  | 
to  protect.  It  would  then  be  economy  to  carry  on  j 
those  trades  in  British  bottoms— more  so  than  it  is  | 
to  receive  British  goods  that  we  can  and  ought  to  | 
make  for  ourselves.  But  we  despise  this— the  flag 
must  be  protected.  Why  is  the  flag,  hoisted  at  the 
mast  of  a vessel  worth  5000  dollars,  more  worthy  of 
protection  than  the  same  flag  floating  over  a manu- 
facturing establishment  worth  100,000  dollars.'’  The 
shipping  bi’.siness  makes  seamen,  and  they  are  ne- 
cessary to  the  dt  fence  of  tlie  country — but  who  is  it 
that  must  pay  and  subsist  these  seamen,  if  employ- 
ed in  the  public  service.'’  “Here’s  the  rub;”  the 
cornbiittant  and  the  producer  equally  depend  on 
the  other  tor  the  measure  of  success  against  a 
common  enemy  of  both.  Why  such  an  extraordi- 
nary high-souled  regard  for  things  abroad,  and  no 
respect  at  all  for  thing  at  home?  The  most  enthu- 
siastic  friend  of  domestic  manufactures,  would  not 
be  so  immodest  as  to  ask  one  half  of  the  degree  of 
"‘protection”  which  commercial  men  freely  receive. 
It  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  latter  that  all  our  foreign 
ministers  and  agents  are  sent  out  and  supported;  it 
is  for  their  use,  that  squadrons  and  vessels  of  war 
t.'^averse  every  sea,  at  the  cost  of  the  people.  Fo- 
reigners would  gladly  supply  us  with  their  goods, 
and  be  equally  pleased  to  furnish  ships  to  bring 
them  to  the  United  States— why  may  they  not  do 
the  one  as  well  as  the  other.i*  But  we  will  not  al 
low  it— "‘American  commerce  must  be  protected,” 
though  it  does  not  pay  one  cent,  per  annum  inio 
the  public  treasury.  It  is  little  more  than  a tax- 
gatherer— ^ thing  with  an  ink-horn  at  its  button-hole 
and  a book^undev  its  arm,  collecting  assessments 
on  persons,  without  regard  to  the  fact  whether 
they  are  rightfully  or  wrongfully  levied.  So  much 
for  this  interest  that  seems  to  swallow  up  all  other 
interests,  and  to  care  only  for  itself  But  I still  say, 
let  it  be  protected.  1 would  not  take  from  it  the 
least  part  of  its  favors — 1 only  ask  some  little  go- 
vernmental patronage  to  support  a much  more  nu- 
merous and  important  class  than  the  commercial; 
the  people  that  must  either  fight  the  battles  of  the 
country  themselves,  or  pay  others  for  fightingthem, 

I have  seen  a caricature  print  shewing  a king  that 
governed  all,  a priest  that  prayed  for  all,  a lawyer 
that  plead  for  all,  a soldier  that  fought  for  all,  and  a 
laborer  who  paid  for  all.  It  is  the  free  laborers  who 
pay  for  all.  The  slave  pays  nothing,  any  more  than 
a horse.  He  is  only  a “working  machine,”  like  a 
plough  or  a harrow — a turnip-cutter  or  an  apple- 
pealer.  I speak  of  the  slave  In  his  political  charac- 
ter. 


The  capital  of  the  United  States,  appropriated  to 
the  cultivation  of  cotton,  tobacco,  sugar,  &c.  is  even 
more  extensively  protected  than  that  vested  in  com- 
merce. The  possessor  of  100  slaves  has  the  repre- 
sentative weight  of  s/xry  one  free  persons  vested  in 
liimself,  and  w ith  this  he  ought  to  be  content.  All 
j his  produc's,  as  w'ell  by  the  acts  of  government  as 
j from  tlieir  own  nature,  hare  a larger  market:  and 
nothing  that  has  ever  been  requested  to  extend  or 
secure  that  market  has  been  refused.  It  ought  not 
to  be  refused,  for  the  profits  of  individual  indus- 
try is  national  wealth.  The  only  matter  to  be 
wondered  at  is — that  we  can  see  these  things  so 
clearly  as  it  regards  the  merchants  and  planters,  and 
cannot  discover  hem  in  reference  >o  the  farm- 
ers and  manufacturers.  And  it  is  most  strange,  that 
these,  having  obtained  all  that  they  desire,  should 
so  manage  it  as  to  refuse  to  others  a portion  of  that 
protection  which  should  be  common  to  all.  Look 
at  it — the  thrifty  and  grain  growing  states  of  Con- 
necticut, New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
gave  seventy-three  votes  in  favor  of  the  tariff,  in 
1318,  and  only  five  against  it — whereas  the  tobac- 
co, cotton  and  sugar  growing  states  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Alabama 
^^\effty  one  votes  against  and  ov\\y  four  in  favor  of 
that  bill.  The  first  seek  a home  market,  the  latter 
have  a foreign  one:  but  a home  market  for  the 
former  will  not  in  the  least  degree  affect  the  fo- 
reign demand  for  the  products  of  the  latter — Eu- 
rope takes  nothing  of  us  out  of  kindness,  but  prohi- 
bits the  import  oi  every  article  that  she  can  make  or 
produce  Jor  herself— asd  so  siioulo  we.  So  we 
would,  if  there  was  an  equality  of  protection. 

1 invite  attention  to  the  table  given  below.  It 
will  surprize  some  persons,  and  perhaps,  cause 
others  to  ask,  how  is  it  possible  that  the  greater 
interest  of  five  millions  of  freemen,  as  represented 
in  congress,  should  be  surrendered  to  the  erroneous 
views  of  three  millions  of  their  fellows?  The  table 
is  founded  on  the  most  equitable  principles — but 
if  any  way  wrong,  it  is  in  favor  of  the  minor  class — 
still  the  greater  class  stands  almost  as  five  is  to 
three  of  the  lesser;  yet  the  former  have  been  uni- 
formly defeated,  through  a want  of  the  same  degree 
of  concert  that  prevails  in  the  other — which  has 
always  managed  so  as  to  keep  the  “weather  guage.” 

I do  not  wish  to  press  this  subject  to  its  full  ex- 
tent— and  I pray  to  heaven  that  there  never  may 
he  a necessity  for  it,  for  I would  that  the  United 
States  should  be  perpetual.  But  the  naked  truth 
is,  that  fve  millions  are  disappointed  in  their 
wishes  through  the  opposition  of  three  millions. 
This  is  not  right.  It  is  against  every  rule  and  prin- 
ciple of  courtesy  or  common  sense.  We  would  not 
urge  the  matter  roughly,  nor  do  any  thing  to  sacri# 
lice  the  interests  of  the  minority  to  those  of  the  ma- 
jority— the  will  cf  the  latter  “to  be  rightful  must 
be  reasonable,”  and  they  believe  that  it  is  so.  They 
believe  that  what  will  afford -prosperity  to  them, 
will  not  be  in  the  least  detrimental  to  that  of 
others  of  their  fellow  citizens— -they  believe,  in- 
deed, that  the  establishment  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures and  a consequent  home  market  for  the  farm- 
ers  of  the  grain  growing  states,  will  be  advantage- 
ous to  the  commercial  class  through  an  iscreased 
business,  while  it  will  secure  to  the  growers  of 
cotton  a market  that  cannot  be  affected  by  foreign 
events.  These  last  should  seriously,  reflect  on  it: 
the  lands  fitted  for  the  cultivation  of  cotton  are 
equal  to  the  supply  of  an  hundred  worlds  like  this 
with  that  material#  using  it  as  we  do.  The  ••nsump. 


340  NILES’  UEGTSTER— FEBRUARY  1, 1833— RIGHTS  OF  MEN,  &c. 


tion  ot  cotton  goods  has  nearly  reached  its  ultimate, 
because  ot  the  astonishing  facility  of  their  manufac- 
ture; but  thesuj.pl}  i f the  raw  material  has  notar 
rivea  at  a thousandth  part  ot  the  capacity  to  pio 
duce  it.*  In  resisting  tiie  progress  of  other  manu- 
factures, may  they  not  bring  about  a repeal  of  the 
duty  on  cotton  at  some  future  day,  when  South 
America  shall  fill  the  world  with  her  exuberant 
production.'*  I hat  duty  is  now  three  cents  per  lb. 
about  equal  to  a duty  Jifty  pei'  cent,  ad  valorem; 
and,  even'  with  this  great  protection^  large  quantities 
ot  foreign  cotton  have  been  consu  ned  in  our  manu 
factories,  and  will  be,  unless  the  pricf'  of  the  domes- 
tic article  remains  very  low.  It  appears  to  me  as 
certain,  that  the  cotton  planters  of  the  United  States 
areas  much  interested  in  maintaining  the  good  will 
of  the  farming  and  manufacturing  interests  of  tlie 
middle  and  western  states,  as  any  set  of  people 
whatever. 

To  conclude — the  majority,  a great  majority  of 
the  people,  are  evidently  in  favor  of  affording  some 


*There  is  no  doubt  now,  that  cotton,  if  the  crop 
is  profitable,  or  can  be  profitable  in  the  United 
State.s,  will  be  raised  in  large  quantities  in  manV  of 
the  middle  states,  perhaps  extensively  on  Long  Is- 
land nii  in  Connecticut.  The  New  York  “States- 
ma'  i f the  22nd  ult,  contains  a letter  from  David 
Du:  <iam,  esq.  stjtmg  that  he  hud  raised  from 250 
to  300  cotton  plants  in  his  garden,  in  Long  Island. 
1 he  seed  was  deposited  early  in  IVlay  the  season 
was  ur\ , and  he  supposes  also  that  tiie  young  plants 
were  mucii  injured  by  the  shade  of  flowers  and 
other  plants.  In  August,  they  flowered,  and  grew 
luxuriantly  until  the  fiist  frost — at  that  time  there 
had  been  but  one  jncking,  on  the  20th  October. 
The  gardener  propose  d to  pull  them  up,  but  was 
prevented  - and  as  fine  a picking  as  the  first  was 
made  on  the  1st  November;  other.s  on  the  5lh,  14lh 
and  25th  of  Dei  ember;  a sixth,  on  the  14' h of  Janua- 
ry, and  Mr.  Dai  ham  expecied  ano  her  picking  about 
the  1st  of  February^  tins  day.  He  says— “The  cu- 
riosity about  the  growth  of  cotton  in  this  climate 
appears  to  be  this—tili  now  it  was  sup^posed  that 
our  season  was  not  long  enough  to  raise  cotton, 
and  that  immediately  after  the  frost  appeared  no 
more  could  be  counted  on;  but  from  the  experi- 
ment here  adduced,  it  will  be  seen,  that,  so  far  from 
the  frost  destroying  the  vital  parts  of  vegetation,  it 
only  stops  its  progress,  leaving  so  much  nourish 
ment  in  the  plant,  that,  with  the  aid  of  dry,  cold 
Aveather,  every  pod  of  any  size,  matures,  expands 
and  opens,  like  a chesnut  burr;  and  the  cotton,  in 
point  of  staple  and  every  thing  else  relating  there 
to,  is  fully  equal  to  that  produced  before  the  frost 
made  its  appearance,  with  the  single  exception  that 
the  pods  are  not  so  large,  and  appear  to  be  stopped 
in  the  growth,  immediately  after  frost  appears.” 

These  facts  cannot  be  doubted — and  it  is  proba- 
ble that  there  are  many  tenvS  of  thousands  of  acres 
of  land,  (with  a southern  exposure  and  shielded 
from  the  N.  W.  wind),  in  the  middle  states  and  as 
above  mentioned,  that  will  yield  good  crops  of  cot- 
ton, to  be  cultivated  by  the  plough  instead  of  the 
hoe,  and  picked  by  a teeming  population  of  chil- 
dren, who  will  gladly  labor  during  the  season  for 
much  less  than  slaves  can  be  obtained  at,  for  these 
must  be  supported  the  whole  year;  the  other  can 
be  hired,  in  any  quantity,  when  wanted,  and  by  the 
day.  If  an  acre  of  land  in  Connecticut  will  produce 
as  much*  cotton  as  an  acre  in  Sbuth  Carolina;  the 
article  can  be  raised  25  per  cent,  cheaper  in  the 
former  than  in  the  latter. 


clecided  protection  to  certain  branches  of  the  na- 
tional indostry,  and  they  ought  to  be  gratified.  But 
they  have  been  continually  defeated,  through  the 
superior  address  or  concert  of  me  minority.  A 
narrative  of  the  secret  that  took  place  in  1818 
to  impede,  and  finally  lo  reject,  the  tariff  bill,  would 
not  be  plcasaniin  the  history  of  the  country:  nor  is 
it  probable  that  what  may  happen  in  the  present 
session,  will  be  more  so.  But  we  ask  that  the  ques- 
tion may  be  met  fairly:  if  not,  let  strength  of  vote 
obtain  what  reason  should  yield.  The  people  who 
solicit  a common  protection,  pay  about  three  fourths 
ot  the  taxes,  and  are  more  than  three  fourths  of  the 
disposable  force  ot  the  nation  They  are  rapidly 
increasing  in  numbers,  tfieir  opponents  are  compa- 
ratively declining:  By  the  apportionment  of  tiie 

census  of  1820,  they  have  gained  tvsenty  members 
in  tlie  house  of  representatives,  whereas  those  op- 
posed to  them  have  gained  only  six.  It  is  proba- 
ble that  by  the  census  of  1830, they  will  have  gained, 
-since  the  census  of  1810,  not  less  than  thir  yjlve 
members,  and  the  other  party  have  lost  one  mem- 
ber, This  last  is  a matter  of  speculation,  but  the 
idea  is  not  hastily  advanced.  It  is  built  on  reasona- 
ble data,  and  a looking  to  the  case  will  not  injure 
any  of  us.  “Caution  is  the  parent  of  security.” 
“'I'he  wise  man  foreseeth  the  evil,  and  avoideth  it.’^ 
For  this  purpose,  the  following  exhibit  may  be 
useful: 

States  71010  decidedly  for  a tariff  to  encourage  domes- 
tic manufacttires. 


Present 

representation. 

Representation 
in  next  congress. 

Probable 
after  1830. 

Rhode  Island 

2 

2 

1 

Connecticut 

7 

6 

5 

New  York 

27 

34 

40 

New  Jersey 

6 

6 

6 

Pennsylvania 

23 

26 

26 

Delaware 

2 

1 

1 

Kentucky 

10 

12 

13 

Ohio 

6 

14 

19 

Indiana 

1 

3 

6 

Illinois 

1 

1 

3 

85 

105 

120 

Slates  noio  opposed  to  such  a tariff. 


New  Hampshiref 

6 

6 

5 

Vcrmontf 

6 

5 

5 

Maryland 

9 

9 

7 

Virginia 

23 

22 

19 

North  Carolina 

13 

13 

12 

South  Carolina 

9 

9 

8 

Georgia 

6 

7 

7 

Tennessee 

6 

9 

10 

Louisiana 

1 

3 

3 

Mississippi 

1 

1 

1 

Alabama 

1 

o 

3 

81 

87 

80 

Doubtful^  or  mere  divided  States. 

Maine  ^ 

7 

7 

7 

Massachusetts  3 

13 

13 

11 

Missouri 

1 

1 

3 

21 

21 

21 

*This  ratio  is  fixed  at  50,000.  See  vol.  22,  p.  346» 
fllovv  is  it  that  the  representatives  of  these  states 
united  themselves  with  the  minority,  on  a question 
of  this  sort,  is  totally  beyond  njy  comprehension — 
for  it  appears  to  me  that  the  people  of  said  states 
are  as  deeply  interested  in  the  support  and  encou- 
ragement of  free  labor  as  any  others. 
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TABLE  — shewing^  th-  state  of  the  vote  on  the  tariff  bill  in  1818,  the  nunnber  of  free  persons  in  the 
states  iiametl,  with  the  representation  thereof  according  to  the  apportionment  of  1820,  anvl  llie 
number  of  freemen  represented  by  that  vote  for  or  against  the  tariff- 


STATES, 

Actual  vote 
on  the 
tarifl— 1818. 

' 

Free  persons 
in  1820. 

Uepresentatives 
under  the  new 
apportionment 

1 

Freemen  represented, 
admitting  tl'c  ratio  ol 
tlie  vote  of  1818. 

For 

againstjabs’nt 

For  tlie  tariff.' 

. . 1 

Against  it. 

Maine  .... 
Massachusetts  . . • 5 

10 

6 

4 

C 298,335 
i 523  287 

1 

575,136 

246,486 

New  Hampshire  . 

5 

1 

244,161 

6 

244,161 

Rhode  Island  . . • 

2 

83,0)1 

2 

83,011 

Connect^ut  .... 

6 

1 

275,187 

6 

236,875 

39,312 

Vermont  .... 

1 

2 

3 

235,764 

5 

39,294 

190,470 

New  York  .... 

25 

2 

1.362,729 

34 

1,362,729 

New  Jersey 

6 

270,018 

G 

270,018 

Pennsylvania  . . . 

22 

1 

1,049,187 

2G 

1,004.069 

45,118 

Delaware  .... 

2 

68  240 

1 

68,240 

Maryland  .... 

1 

5 

3 

299  952 

9 

33.261 

266,691 

Virginia  .... 

1 

15 

7 

640,213 

22 

29,100 

611,113 

Nor'.h  Carolina 

1 

11 

1 

433,812 

13 

34,130 

399  632 

South  Carolina  . 

1 

6 

2 

250.959 

9 

19,300 

231,659 

Georgia  .... 

5 

1 

191  333 

7 

191  333 

Kentucky  .... 

5 

3 

2 

437.585 

12 

306,011 

131,274 

Tennessee  .... 

6 

342,706 

9 

342,706. 

Ohio  ..... 

6 

581,434 

14 

581,434 

Louisiana  . . . . 

1 

83,343 

3 

83, ,343 

Indiana  .... 

1 

146,988 

3 

146,988 

Illinois 

1 1 

54.294 

1 

54,294 

Missisisppi 

1 

1 

42,634 

1 

42,634 

Alabama  . . . ' . 

1 

1 

{abU)  108,000 

1 3 

108,000 

Missouri,  &c. 

1 

Did  not 

vote. 

Ui 

69 

1 26 

4.843,890 

3,179.732 

* The  vote  was  only  90,  but  Mr.  Clay,  being  speaker,  did  not  vote,  though  he  had  been  one  of  the 
ablest  advocates  of  the  bill. 


Rkmarks.  The  absentees  are  thrown,  in  all  cases,  into  the  majority  of  the  several  states  to  which 
they  belonged.  This  seems  to  be  the  only  general  rule  that  could  be  adopted,  though  we  know  that 
there  were  some  exceptions,  in  fact,  at  the  time — and  on  both  sides. 


We  offer  the  following  as  a probable  estimate  of 
the  will  of  the  people  of  the  several  states,  if  to 
be  shewn  by  a vote  of  their  representatives,  ac- 
cording to  the  apportionment  of  1820: 

States,  Whole  no.  For  the  tariff.  Against  it. 


Maine 

7 

4 

3 

New  Hampshire 

6 

2 

4 

Massachusetts 

13 

9 

4 

Rhode  Island 

2 

2 

_ 

Connecticut 

6 

6 

Vermont 

5 

2 

3 

New  York 

34 

32 

2 

New  Jersey 

6 

6 

_ 

Pennsylvania 

26 

26 

_ 

.Delaware 

1 

1 

_ 

Maryland 

Virginia* 

9 

3 

6 

22 

2 

20 

North  Carolina 

13 

2 

11 

South  Carolina 

9 

X 

8 

Georgia 

7 

\ 

6 

Kentucky 

12 

10 

2 

Tennessee 

9 

3 

6 

Ohio 

14 

14 

Louisiana 

3 

_ 

3 

Indiana 

3 

3 

Illinois 

1 

i 

Mississippi 

1 

_ 

1 

Alabama 

3 

3 

Missouri 

1 

1 

213 

131 

82 

Of  the  minority,  eighteen  are  representatives  on 
the  compromise  of  tiie  constitution— by  “federal 
numbers.”  If  the  table  be  correct,  the  vote  would 
stand,  according  to  free  persons,  about  as  120  is 
to  71.  This  comparison  is  forced  upon  us  by  the 
inflexibility  of  the  minority  We  do  not  wish  to 
dwell  upon  it,  but  they  ought  to  think  of  it. 

* Virginia,  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  really  has  and 
soon  will  manifest  the  same  interest  as  Kentucky, 
in  the  success  of  domestic  manufactures.  Pride 
of  opinion,  as  yet,  is  at  variance  with  the  reason 
of  things,  and  political  power  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
minority  of  the  people.  See  the  following  article, 
headed  “Virginia.” 

Virginia.  Seven  and  an  half  of  the  ponderous 
columns  of  the  Richmond  “Enquirer,”  of  Saturday 
last,  are  occupied  with  a speech  of  Mr.  Baldwin, 
delivered  in  the  house  of  delegates  of  that  state  on 
the  10th  of  January,  respecting  the  right  and  ne- 
cessity of  a removal  of  the  seat  of  government,  to 
accommodate  the  western  population  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

The  argument  is  a very  able  one— but  we  can- 
not  pretend  to  follow  the  speaker  through  the 
whole  chain  of  his  observations.  Some  of  the  sta- 
tistical facts  that  he  has  lurnished  deserve  particu- 
lar notice. 

Richmond,  the  present  seat  of  government,  he 
says,  is  70  miles  from  the  North  (Jarolina  line,  on 
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tbe  south,  and  200  miles  from  the  Maryland  line, 
on  tlie  north;  from  60  to  80  miles  from  the  mouths 
of  ttie  principal  rivers,  and  as  much  as  450  from  the 
extreme  western  points  of  the  state.  He  then  shews 
that  the  white  population  who  would  be  accom- 
modated, by  a removal  of  the  seat  of  government 
west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  amounts  to  351,468,  and 
that  the  rest  of  the  state  contains  only  264,754;  and 
adds  that  the  force  of  population  is  still  accumulat- 
ing in  the  west,  which  he  proves  by  shewing  that, 
since  the  year  1790,  the  white  persons  beyond  the 
Blue  Ridge  have  been  more  than  doubled,  or  in- 
creased in  the  sum  of  132,076,  whereas  the  whole 
increase  of  the  rei^iainder  of  the  state  has  be.en  only 
42,032.  Speaking  of  the  tide-water  counties,  he 
sa}  s they  are  ‘"retrograding  instead  of  improving. 
You  need  only  look  at  the  face  of  the  country,  look 
at  the  ruined  mansions  and  deserted  plantations, 
and  observe  how  the  beasts  of  the  forest  are  return- 
in  to  their  primeval  haunts.”  A.fter  this,  he  men- 
tions a number  of  those  counties  to  shew  that, 
while  the  white  population  had  increased  very  lit- 
tle, if  any,  that  ot  the  slaves  had  advanced  rapidly. 
Brunswick,  for  instance,  had  increased  by  149 
whites  ana  ia  3261  slaves,  since  1790;  Charlotte 
bad  diminished  in  59  whites  and  increased  in  3261 
slaves.  Near  the  close  of  his  speech,  Mr.  Baldwin 
notices  the  state  of  the  representation,  and  shews 
that  the  country  west  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  with 
259,967  white  inhabitants,  sent  only  two  delegates 
more  to  the  legislature  than  the  tide- water  country 
W’ith  only  166  827  of  such  inhabitants— that  a rnajo- 
rity  of  the  delegates  were  elected  by  237,573,  and 
a minority  of  the  delegates  by  a population  of 
373,644  white  persons.  He  then  said— “This  pro- 
digious inequality  of  representation  is  a striking 
blemish  in  the  theory  of  our  government,  and  would 
not  have  been  submitted  to  so  long,  but  for  the 
practical  equity  and  benignity  of  its  administration. 
Let  the  numerous,  the  intelligent,  the  hardy,  the 
pertinacious  people  who  are  subjected  to  this  in- 
equality, be  once  impressed  with  the  idea  that  their 
rigiits  are  withheld,  because  their  are  not  fully  re- 
presented on  this  floor,  and  the  consequences  will 
be  such  as  no  loyal  Virginian  can  regard  without 
the  most  painful  emotions.  Depend  upon  it,  they 
will  strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil;  and  who  does  not 
foresee  the  heari-burnings,  the  jealousies,  the  com- 
motions, the  ruinous  projects  for  reforming  the 
constitution —the  angry  struggles  for  power,  to 
which  the  attempt  would  lead.” 

Ukitauians.  It  i.s  said  there  are  400  regular 
congregations  of  Unitarians  in  England,  and  120  of 
their  churches  in  1 ransylvania. 

Mb.  Allen,  a celebrated  philanthropist  and  Qua- 
ker, visited  Verona  when  the  congress  of  sovereigns 
sat  there,  in  the  hope  of  doing  some  little  good  to 
mankind.  He  was  permitted  to  present  himself 
freeiy  to  the  emperors  and  kings,  without  moving 
his  beaver,  and  allowed  to  discourse  familiarly  with 
them.  Such  is  the  force  ot  virtue,  that  even  those 
dealers  in  the  blood  and  bones  of  men  paid  homage 
to  it. 

The  “holt  alliance.”  A letter  from  Verona, 
dated  Nov.  26,  says — 'I  he  congress  is  at  length  final- 
Iv  dissolved  The  powers  who  are  most  impatient 
for  war  with  Spam,  have  consented  to  try  the  effect 
of  negociation  before  they  commence  their  grand 
crusade.  An  official  remonstrance  either  has  been 
or  will  be  immed-ately  despatched  to  the  cabinet  of 
Madrid,  demanding  such  an  alteration  in  the  con*  i 


stitutional  system,  as  will  at  least  render  it  analogous 
to  that  ot  Portugal,  and  place  the  crown  beyond 
the  reach  of  popular  control.  l » case  of  refusal, 
Russia,  Austria  and  Prussia  will  give  their  fullest 
sanction  to  the  hostilities  which  the  ultras  of  France 
are  so  anxious  to  commence  - and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  army  of  observation  will  soon  cross  the 
frontier. 

England,  will  not,  under  such  circumstances,  be- 
come a party  to  the  measure,  for  she  sanctions  the 
principle  of  an  armed  intervention  only  in  case  of 
the  constitutionalists  being  determined  to  put  the 
king  to  death,  or  invade  other  countries. 

The  Russian  mission  has  broken  up  and  count 
Pozzo  Di  Borgo  took  his  departure  this  morning 
on  his  return  to  Pans,  where  lie  is  to  resume  his 
functions  as  ambassador,  and  will  no  doubt  urge  on 
the  zeal  of  the  ultras  to  the  utmost  degree  of 
incitement.  'Phis  appears  to  be  the  principal  fea- 
ture in  the  policy  of  the  Russian  cabinet. 

The  Greeks  are  to  be  left  to  the  good  faith  of 
Turkey,  who  has  given  to  lord  Strangford  a con- 
ditional pledge  of  future  moderation  towards  them. 
The  London  editor  remarks  on  this  “that  this  is  the 
most  farcical  of  all  political  farces,  delivering  the 
lambs  to  the  tender  protection  of  the  wolf.” 

PRESIDENTIAL  NOMINATIONS. 

At  a meeting  of  the  members  of  the  general  as- 
sembly of  the  state  of  Ohio,  convened  in  the  hall 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  on  Friday  even- 
ing, Jan.  3d,  1823,  agreeably  to  notice  previously 
given,  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
nominating  a suitable  person  to  succeed  his  excel- 
lency James  Monroe,  as  president  of  the  U.  States; 
general  Allen  Trimble  was  called  to  the  chair,  and 
R.  Collins,  of  Highland  county,  chosen  secretary. 

Whereupon  general  Duncan  McArthur  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

^^/tesolved,Ba  the  opinion  of  this  meetings,  that , from  his  ta- 

lents, patriotism,  and  public  services,  is  entitled  to  the  confidence  of 
his  country, and  eminently  qualifieit  to  fill  the  ofiice  of  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  the  United  States  for  the  next  constitutional  term.” 
And,  thereupon,  Mr.  Harper,  from  the  county  of 
Ashtabula,  moved  the  following  resolution,  as  a sub- 
stitute for  the  one  offered  by  Mr.  McArthur; 

“/?MoZ-uef/,  That  it  is  inexpedient,  tune,  to  go  into  a nomi- 

nation of  any  person  for  the  presidency  of  the  United  States.” 
On  motion  of  Mr.  J Rollins,  of  Butler,  the  ques- 
tion on  Mr.  Harper’s  resolution  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  said  resolution  w’as  rejected — 
yeas  43,  nays  47. 

The  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  M‘ Arthur  was 
then  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M‘Arthur,  the  members  of  tbe 
meeting  then  proceeded  by  ballot  to  select  a per- 
son whose  name  should  be  inserted  in  the  resolu- 
tion; and,  upon  collecting  and  counting  the  ballots, 
it  appeared  that  Henry  Clay  had  50  votes;  Dewitt 
Clinton  had  5 votes;  J.  Q.  Adams  1 vote;  and  J.  C. 
Calhoun  1 vote — the  members  opposed  to  caucus 
nominations  in  principle,  and  those  opposed  to  it, 
at  this  time,  having  generally  withdrawn. 

Thereupon,  the  resolution  was  amended  by  the 
insertion  of  the  name  of  Henut  Clay,  and  was  una- 
nimously adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  published^ 
Allen  Trimdle,  Chairmaru 
R.  Collins,  Secretary.  - 

O^Mr.  Clay  had  not  been  nominated  b*y  the  mem« 
bers  of  the  legislature  of  Illinois,  as  late  as  the 
24th  of  last  month. 

At  a meeting  of  the  republican  members  of  both 
branches  of  the  legislature  cf  the  commonwealth 
of  .Massachusetts,  and  of  republican  delegates 
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from  various  towrs  of  the  commonwealth  not  re- 
presented in  the  legislature,  held  at  the  old  court 
house,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  on  Thursday  evening, 
Jan.  23,  1823,  the  following  report  was  unanimous- 
ly adopted — 

The  committee  consisting  of  one  member  from 
each  congressional  district  in  the  commonwealth, 
appointed  to  consider  whetlier  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  by  the  repub. 
lican  citizens  of  Massachusetts  in  relation  to  the 
next  election  of  president  of  the  United  States, 
have  had  that  subject  under  consideration  and  re- 
spectfully report: 

That  the  time  for  electing  a successor  to  the  pre- 
sent illustrious  chief  magistrate  of  the  United 
States  is  so  far  distant  that  it  cannot  now  be  ascer- 
tained what  then  will  be  the  condition  of  the  coun 
try,  or  who  among  its  citizens  can  be  most  usefully 
called  to  that  arduous  and  responsible  station.  But 
the  great  importance  of  the  office  then  to  be  filled, 
and  the  momentous  consequences  of  deciding  who 
shall  be  the  person  to  fill  it,  have  commanded  atten- 
tion in  every  part  of  the  union,  and  in  various  forms 
and  by  various  authority,  eminent  men  are  holden 
forth  for  the  approbation  and  suffrage  of  the  people. 

Your  committee  are  not  inclined  to  favor  theprac 
tice  of  nominating  a candidate  for  the  presidency 
by  assemblies  in  the  states,  for  this,  among  other 
obvious  reasons,  that  the  tendency  of  such  nomi- 
nation is  to  throw  the  election  into  the  house  of 
representatives,  where,  as  experience  has  proved, 
it  is  liable  to  manifold  abuse.  In  their  view  it  is 
desirable  that  the  attention  of  our  fellow  citizens 
shouhi  be  drawn  to  a candidate,  rather  by  the  com- 
manding influence  of  his  character  than  by  any  lo- 
cal or  sectional  feelings  arrayed  in  his  support. 

But  as  unanimity,  to  a good  degree,  is  most  de- 
sirable on  this  great  occasion,  and  as  the  opinion  of 
one  section  of  the  country  must  be  made  known  to 
others,  that  a common  sentiment  and  feeling  may, 
in  the  end,  be  produced,  the  committee  see  great 
propriety  in  the  public  expression  of  such  opinion 
as  prevails  among  their  fellow  citizens,  with  a view, 
not  as  parlizans,  to  contend  for  the  election  of  a 
favorite,  but  to  dissemminate  information  that  may 
be  necessary  for  an  intelligent  decision  by  the  peo- 
ple. 

The  republicans  of  Massachusetts,  actuated  by  a 
national  spirit,  have  always  avoided,  as  the  greatest 
national  evil,  any  measures  which  would  bear  a 
local  or  sectional  construction.  They  have,  with 
pleasure,  given  their  undivided  support  to  elevate 
to  office  those  illustrious  citizens  of  the  south, 
who  have,  for  the  last  twenty-two  years,  so  ably 
conducted  the  destinies  of  the  nation,  convinced 
that  they  were  worthy  to  sustain,  and  justly  entitled 
to  receive,  the  highest  honors  and  utmost  confi- 
dence of  the  people. 

Among  the  candidates,  now  before  the  public,  is 
a citizen  of  this  commonwealth,  and  the  committee 
believe  it  is  not  only  due  to  his  high  character,  but 
that  it  is  respectful  to  their  republican  brethren 
throughout  the  United  States,  to  declare  the  opi- 
nion which  our  political  friends  in  this  common- 
wealth entertain  of  his  qualifications  for  the  high 
office  of  president  of  the  United  States.  By  mak- 
ing such  declaration,  no  determination  is  expressed 
to  support  the  individual  in  question,  at  all  events 
and  under  all  possible  circumstances.  Such  inflex- 
ibility of  opinion  might  destroy  that  common  prin- 
ciple of  action  from  which  is  to  be  expected  an 
harmonious  and  useful  result. 

^ By  declaring  to  our  friends,  in  other  parts  of  the 
United  States,  our  opinion  and  feelings,  at  the  pre- ! 


sent  time,  we  mean  to  convey  information  which 
may  influence  their  deliberations,  and  arc  not  pre- 
cluded from  receiving  and  examining,  with  candor, 
their  sentiments  and  wishes,  in  the  hope  tiiat,  by 
the  interchange  of  opinion,  the  minds  of  the  whole 
people  may  be  eventually  fixed  on  that  man,  who, 
in  all  his  official  relations,  will  most  won  hily  sus- 
tain the  character  of  an  American  patriot. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  to  be  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  have  unlimitted  confidence  in 
the  republican  principles  of  John  Quincv  Adams: 
7'tiat  we  hold  in  the  highest  respect  the  uniform 
integrity  of  his  public  and  private  character:  That 
we  consider  his  exalted  talents,  his  various  and 
eminent  services,  his  political  experience,  and  his 
profound  knowledge  of  the  great  interests  of  the 
nation,  as  pledges  of  the  ability  with  which,  as  the 
chief  magistrate  of  the  American  people,  he  would 
promote  their  prosperity  and  honor. 

Jonas  Siblet,  Chairman, 

Attest — Tohn  Keyes,  Secretary. 

Extraordinary  occurrence.  Greensburg,  Pa. 
Jan.  24.  A singular  and  distressing  occurrence 
took  place  on  Friday  last,  the  17th  instant,  on  the 
farm  of  .Mr  John  Klmgensmith,  sen.  lying  on  Brush 
creek,  about  four  miles  from  the  borough  of  Greens- 
burgh.  Mr.  Klingensmith  has,  for  several  years, 
been  boring  for  salt  water.  In  the  afternoon  of  the 
day  above  stated,  while  in  the  act  of  boring,  the  au- 
ger sunk  rapidly  several  inches,  when  the  water 
rushed  up  with  great  force,  making  a tremendous 
noise,  and  accompanied  with  a large  quantity  of  in- 
flammable air,  generally  supposed  to  be  hydrogeji 
gas. 

A cabin  had  been  erected  over  the  well  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  workmen  from  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather;  in  which,  unfortunately,  a 
small  fire  had  been  kindled.  The  gas,  as  it  arose, 
took  fire  and  communicated  to  the  building,  which, 
in  an  instant,  was  enveloped  in  flames.  Mr.Klingen- 
smith,  sen.  Mr.  Nicholas  Long,  and  Mr.  Philip  Klin- 
gensmith, were  in  the  cabin  at  the  time.  The  two 
former  were  the  first  in  escaping  from  the  flames. 
The  latter,  in  attempting  to  rush  out  of  the  cabin, 
stumbled  and  fell  over  the  pumping  frame:  he  call, 
ed^for  assistance,  when  his  father  succeeded  in  res- 
cuing him,  but  not  until  he  had  been  shockingly 
burnt.  The  three  were  severely  burnt  in  their 
faces,  and  on  their  hands  and  arms.  We  have  been 
informed  that  they  all  are  in  such  a situation,  at 
present,  as  to  justify  the  hope  of  a speedy  recovery. 
The  cabin  was  totally  consumed. 

The  gas  continued  to  burn  on  the  surface  of  the 
water  with  a lambent  and  a bright  flame,  until 
3 o’clock,  P.  M.  on  Monday,  when  it  was  extin- 
guished by  placing  boards  over  the  mouth  of  the 
well  and  covering  them  with  earth. 

Mr.  K.  has  been  boring  at  this  well  for  more  than 
five  years,  and  has  penetrated  the  earth  to  the 
depth  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-five  or  ninety 
feet.  It  is  believed  that  he  has  at  length  arrived 
at  a fine  vein  of  salt  water. 

Mexico.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that,  if  Mr. 
Iturbide  has  not  already  laid  down  the  imperial 
crown  of  Mexico,  that  he  will  have  some  hard  fight, 
ing  and  much  good  luck  to  retain  it.  A ver}^  con- 
siderable part  of  the  people  were  exceedingly  op- 
posed to  him,  as  well  for  his  usurpation  of  a tlirone 
as  for  his  tyrannical  conduct  to  individuals,  and  dis- 
regard of  the  rights  of  the  people  as  represented 
1 in  the  congress,  many  members  of  which  he  arrest- 
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ed,  &c.  General  SarUa  Anna  has  fairly  taken  the 
held  against  him,  and  two  battles  had  already  been 
fought— in  of  one  which  he  gained  a victory,  though 
he  WHS  defeated  in  the  other.  He  has  been  joined 
by  sren.  Victoria  Guadaloupe,  who  had  been  sorely 
persecuted  by  the  emperor,  and  is  represented  as 
being  one  of  the  most  virtuous  and  best  beloved  of 
thr;  revolutionary  generals.  The  following  letter 
h'os  been  extensively  .‘ublished  — 

Copy  of  a letier  ad  jened  to  don  Augustine  Ilurbide, 

by  citizen  don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Antia,  general 

of  the  republican  army. 

Vkha  Cruz,  December  6, 1822. 

JRenered  sir — You  are  well  aware  how  much  I la-, 
boi’Kj  tor,  and  contributed  to,  your  being  crowned 
and  proclaimed  emperor;  you  are  aware  of  my  zeal- 
ous  endeavors  to  perpetuate  the  diadem  in  your  fa- 
roily;  encountering,  cheerfully, fatigue,  and  sacrific 
ing  every  thing  for  that  object, so  much  so  as  to  have 
become  odious  to  my  fellow-citizens,  who  thought 
me  servile  and  a llatterer.  You  are  aware,  too,  that 
1 am  not  ignorant  of  every  thing  that  has  passed  in 
the  government  and  done  by  your  favorites  for  your 
aggrandizement;  finally,  you  are  aware  that  1 am 
fully  acquainted  with  all  the  occurrences  in  rela- 
tion to  your  person,  and  that  1 have  had  an  agency 
in  most  of  them,  from  the  affection  I have  protVssed 
for  you,  and  w hich  I swear  to  entertain  eternally. 
But  you  must  be  convinced  tliat  my  love  of  my  coun- 
try has  always  led  rne  to  set  aside  evety  other  con- 
sideration, where  its  safety  and  happiness  is  con- 
cerned. 

To  senior  Davilla  I was  bound  by  the  gratitude 
and  friendship,  from  which  I severed  on  account 
of  that  sacred  duty.  Thus  it  is  I have  felt  myself 
under  the  necessity  of  separating  myself  from  under 
your  command;  because  your  absolute  government 
is  about  to  fill  with  incalculable  evils  our  beloved 
country,  for  whose  emancipation  I have  undergone 
so  much,  having  co-operated  essentially  towards  its 
freedom.  I now  see  liberty  totally  crushed  and  the 
whole  nation  convinced  of  it,  by  what  hasaccrured 
to  the  congress. 

In  ihis  state,  and  in  circumstances  so  critical, 
being  at  the  head  of  a province  fertile  in  resources, 
with  a body  of  resolute  men,  a large  train  of  artil- 
lery and  ammunition,  and  deriving  assistance  even 
from  those  who,  from  political  reasons,  ought  to  be 
considered  our  enemies.  Urged  on  by  sensible, 
wise,  just  and  philanthropic  men,  excited  by  stimu- 
ianls  the  strongest  to  my  heart,  hy  the  safety  of  my 
beloved  country,  I gave  the  cry  of  “Libkhtx”  on 
the  2d  of  this  month,  in  the  midst  of  an  immense 
crowd  of  people,  surrounded  by  more  than  2000 
bayonets  and  hailed  by  the  most  sincere  acclama- 
tion 

The  provinces,  the  town,  the  people  cry  aloud 
for  their  freedom,  and  they  say  that  you  have  bro- 
ken your  oaths  of  Iguala,  and  that  of  Cordova-have 
trampled  upon  the  laws  and  whatever  is  most  sacred 
in  society;  that  you  have  tilled  the  kingdom  with 
misfortunes,  obstructed  commerce,  paralys'^d  agri- 
culture, and  have  not  encouraged  working  the 
mines;  that  you  have  unjustly  persecuted  the  mem 
bers  of  congress,  banishing  some,  imprisoning 
others,  so  as  to  reduce  it  to  what  is  calle  d a junta 
constituyente,  composed  of  a few  of  your  favorites; 
that  they  yield  to  your  views,  and  form  a constitu- 
tion that  will  enslave  this  continent.  They  cry  out 
too,  in  consternation,  against  the  seizure  of  the  con- 
voy of  money  in  Halapa,  convinced  that,  under  your 
government,  the  sacred  right  of  property  will  never 
be  respected;  finally,  they  understand,  that  there 
are  neither  means  nor  wealth  sulficient  in  this 


America,  to  support  a throne  with  all  that  ostenta- 
tion and  dignity  that  an  emperor  requires. 

My  intention  is,  that  a congress  sha'l  be  assem- 
bled according  to  the  rule  laid  down  in  public  law, 
that  they  may,  freely  and  spontaneously  continue 
a plan  of  a government  best  suited  and  adapted  to 
those  dominions,  and  that  they,  without  any  restric- 
tions, as  real  representatives  of  the  nation,  may 
form  a just,  wise  and  beneficial  constitution,  on  the 
basis  of  religion,  independence  and  union. 

This  congress  will  take  care  to  reward  justly 
your  services,  wliich  have  been  so  meritorious,  as- 
signingyou  a distinguished  place  in  the  nation. 

May  you,  convinced  of  what  I assert,  take  mea- 
sures to  renounce  the  crown  and  to  abandon  a. 
command  which  is  repugnant  to  our  imprescriptible 
rights,  and  is  the  origin  of  our  misfortunes.  l)eigii 
to  take  into  consideration  these  reflections,  made 
to  you  by  a friend,  and  do  not  expose  your  valued 
person  atid  those  of  your  amiable  family,  to  the  ter- 
rible catastrophe  which  your  flatterers  have  pre- 
pared for  you;  and  believe  that  what  I say  to  you  is 
dictated  by  the  love  I bear  you,  and  that  I am  ready 
to  sacrifice  my  existence  to  defend  your  life,  which, 
that  Heaven  may  preserve  many  years,  prays  your 
most  obedient  servant. 

FoRKiGJt  NEWS.  By  an  arrival  at  New  York,  Lon- 
don papers  of  the  9th  Dec.  have  been  received — 
two  days  later  than  former  advices. 

It  appears  that  the  congress  of  Verona  had  noi 
broken  up  on  the  29th  Nov.  but  it  was  expected 
that  its  sittings  would  terminate  in  a day  or  two 
thereafter.  It  was  reported  that  the  ministers  of 
the  allied  powers  would  re-assemble  at  Paris  to 
take  care  of  the  affairs  of  Spain!  The  proceedings 
of  this  body  have  not  yet  been  made  known. 

Ireland  is  represented  to  be  much  disturbed  and 
distressed.  The  proprietors  cannot  collect  their 
rents  from  tenants  who  have  nothing.  An  article 
from  Galvvay  says— “The  distress  of  this  country 
is  now  at  the  greatest  height.  There  are  very 
few  gentlemen  of  2,000  to  £5,000  per  ann.  (nomi- 
nally),  who  can  show  their  faces  out  of  doors,  for 
fear  of  being  arrested.  Provisions  very  cheap.’* 
Many  houses  are  plundered,  some  destroyed  by  fire, 
and  numerous  murders  committed  in  several  parts 
of  the  island. 

A steam  vessel  is  to  ply  between  Portsmouth 
and  Bilboa — so  that  a traveller  may  pass  from  Lon- 
don to  Madrid  in  about  a week! 

The  annual  produce  of  grain  throughout  Great 
Britain  is  reckoned  at  fifty  millions  of  quarters; 
(400,000,000  bushels),  out  of  these  five  millions  are 
paid  in  tithes;  eight  millions  are  expended  in  seed; 
twenty  two  millions  remain  to  the  farmers,  and  fif- 
teen millions  for  market. 

A man  lately  failed  in  London  in  consequence 
of  a bad  speculation  in  butter,  to  the  amount  of 
130,000/. — nearly  600,000  dollars! 

The  following  article  is  from  the  London  Courier 
of  Dec.  7.  If  the  facts  stated  are  true,  a war  be- 
tween France  and  Spain  would  appear  to  be  inevi- 
table — it  is  impossible  that  the  latter  sliould  sub- 
mit to  so  great  an  indignity,  and  it  can  hardly  be 
expected  that  France  will  withdraw  the  insulting 
propositions — if  they  have  been  made. 

An  answer  to  the  despatches  sent  off  to  Spain  on 
the  2d  of  Dec,  was  expected  at  Paris  about  tlie  13th 
to  the  15th.  The  following  are  said  to  be  the  pro- 
positions of  France  to  the  government  of  Spain: 

“The  restoration  of  the  king  to  his  personal  free- 
dom, without  delay,  fur  it  is  now  distinctly  under- 
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stood  that  he  is  in  a state  of  confinement  in  his  pa- 
lace of  the  Retiro. 

“2.  The  restoration  of  the  king  to  his  sovereign- 
rights. 

“3.  Such  a change  in  the  constitution  of  Spain  as 
shall  give  to  the  nobles  a great  share  of  the  power 
they  possessed  under  the  old  regime. 

“4.  'I’he  exclusion  of  the  present  ministers  from 
office,  or,  at  least,  most  of  the  heads  of  the  different 
departments. 

“5.  An  amnesty  for  all  persons,  of  whatever  rank, 
engaged  in  the  cause  of  the  regency  . 

‘'6.  A more  strict  regulation  of  the  laws  relating 
to  the  press. 

“7.  'I'he  possession  of  certain  strong  places  on 
the  frontiers  of  France,  as  a guarai.tee  for  the  per 
formance  of  any  undertaking  into  which  the  Spanish 
government  may  enter.” 

A Paris  paper  of  Dec.  6,  has  the  following,  said 
to  have  been  copied  from  a Lisbon  paper — 

“Mr.  Canning  has  s',ibmitted  the  following  note 
to  the  Portuguese  charge  d’affairs  at  London: 

«‘Thc  undersigned  is  commanded  to  notify  to  M. 

, that  from  all  the  intelligence  that  has  reached 

the  British  government,  there  is  nothing  to  autho- 
rise the  idea,  entertained  by  his  most  faithful  m.a- 
jesty  and  his  ministers,  of  the  invasion  of  the  penin* 
sula. 

“ The  undersigned  feels  no  hesitation  in  assuring 
his  mej^t faithful  majesty,  that  his  Britannic  majesty 
will  never  regar  with  indifference  any  attempt 
tending  toaffect  the  independence  of  Portugal;  and 
that  his  majesty  will  be  always  ready  to  extend  to 
Portugal  the  protection  she  is  entitled  to  expect 
from  so  ancient  an  ally. 

(Signed)  Canning  ” 

The  “ferocious  Mina,”  as  the  ultra  Paris  papers 
call  him,  appears  to  be  cutting  the  “army  of  the 
faith”  into  pieces.  It  seems  probable  that  he  will 
exterminate  the  priest-led  marauders. 

Q^P.  S. — Accounts  from  Havre,  (France),  to  the 
12th  Dec.  have  been  received  at  Charleston.  They 
leave  the  question  of  peace  or  war  still  in  doubt, 
but  rather  encourage  an  idea  that  the  former  will 
be  maintained.  Despatches  were  daily  expected 
from  Madrid  that  would  determine  the  matter:  but 
both  France  and  Spain  seemed  to  be  much  engag- 
ed in  military  preparations. 

Mina,  to  attach  the  French  to  his  standard,  is 
raising  an  army  on  the  frontiers  who  wear  the  tri- 
colored  cockade. 

The  pope  has  refused  to  receive  a minister  from 
Spain. 


Death  of  lieut.  Allen. 

OFFICIAL  ACCOUNT. 

United  States'  schooner  Alligator, 

Matanzas,  Nov.  16th,  1822. 

Sin— By  the  unfortunate  death  of  lieutenant  com- 
mandant Allen,  it  devolves  upon  me  the  duty  of 
communicating  to  you  the  result  of  an  attack  on 
two  piractical  schooners,  by  the  boats  of  the  Alli- 
gator. When  about  coming  to  this  harbor  on  the 
8th  inst.  we  were  informed  that  two  American  ves- 
sels were  captured  by  the  pirates,  in  a bay  round 
St.  Hycacos,  about  40  miles  to  windward  of  this 
place.  We  immediately  stood  out,  taking  with  us 
the  captain  of  one,  and  the  mate  of  the  other  ves- 
sel,  who  had  been  sent  here  to  ransom  them;  as  also 
a small  American  schooner,  which  the  captain  and 
merchants  were  fitting  out. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  we  discovered 
several  vessels  to  an  anchor  among  the  Stone  Keys, 


near  the  cape,  and  a schooner  getting  under  way 
the  water  being  shoal,  we  came  to  an  anchor  and 
manned  the  boats. 

Jn  the /aiGicA,  captain  Allen,  captain  Freeman  of 
the  marines,  the  master  of  the  merchant  vessel  be 
fore  alluded  to,  and  thirteen  men. 

In  the  cutter,  heut.  Dale,  the  male  of  the  other 
vessel,  and  ten  men. 

In  the  gig,  midshipman  Henly,  and  four  men. 

In  the  small  merchant  schooner,  acting  lieut. 
€nnuingham,  the  master  of  the  schooner,  aiding 
midshipmen  Ball  and  Jenkins,  and  twenty  men,  in- 
cluding merchant  sailors;  leaving  tlie  Alligator  in 
charge  of  acting  sailing  master  V.  M.  Randolph, 
and  eighteen  men.  The  result  of  which  you  will 
•perceive  by  the  following  extract  from  the  log 
book 

At  9 30,  the  boats  came  within  gun  -shot  of  the 
chase,  when  she  commenced  firing  with  round  and 
grape,  having  the  red  flag  at  her  mast  head;  9 40, 
came  close  up  with  her  under  a heavy  fire  from  her 
long  guns  and  musketry,  when  they  deserted  her 
for  another  schooner,  which  had  been  tiring  on  us 
about  pistol  shot  to  leeward;  left  midshipman  H n- 
ly  and  four  men  on  board  the  prize,  the  launch  and 
cutter  giving  chase  to  the  second  schooner;  9 50, 
being  close  under  the  stern  of  the  enemy,  tlie  men 
in  the  boats  having  suffered  considerably  by  their 
fire,  so  as  to  impede  their  velocity,  many  of  their 
oars  being  rendered  unmanageable,  dropped 
along  side  of  the  prize  which  had  kept  away  after 
US;  cleared  away  for  action,  and  got  the  killed  and 
wounded  on  board;  perceived  a third  schooner,  full 
of  men,  in  shore,  both  of  which  made  sail,  and  ran 
off.  Stood  out  again  for  the  Alligator:  at  meridian, 
came  too  along  side  of  her,  and  sent  the  wounded 
on  board. 

Killed,  James  Denny,  (O.  S.)  Thomas  AVhite.  (S.) 

fVounded,  captain  Allen,  (mortally  ),  since  dead, 

Elijah  Place,  (S.)  do. 

John  Fhillips,(  O.  S.)  dangerously. 

John  Stevens,  (8.  M.)  severely. 

Daniel  Green,  (S  ) do.  do.  do. 

Captain  Allen  di.  d a few  hours  after  the  action. 
The  merchant  schooner  grounded  before  doubling 
the  point;  and,  notwithstanding  the  active  exertions 
of  Mr.  Cunningham,  she  was  unable  to  aid  in  the 
action. 

Force  of  the  enemy.  First  pirate,  a schooner  of 
80  tons,  mounting  I long  12  pounder  ‘on  a pivot;  2 
long  6 pounders,  two  3 pounders,  and  2 swivels;  35 
men. 

Second  pirate,  a schooner  of  60  tons,  1 long  18 
pounder,  2 long  6 pounders;  60  men. 

Third  pirate,  a schooner  of  90  tons,  1 42  pound 
carronade,  1 long  18  pounder  on  a pivot,  and  4 long 
6 pounders;  30  men. 

Besides  the  first  pirate,  we  have  recaptured,  on 
this  expedition,  five  American  vessels,  which  were 
in  their  possession,  viz;  one  ship,  two  brigs,  and  two 
schooners,  all  of  which  I have  ordered  into  Charles- 
ton for  adjudication,  under  charge  ofcapt.  Freeman 
of  the  marines. 

By  the  preceding  details,  you  may,  at  once,  per- 
ceive the  gallantry  and  heroic  entei prize  of  my 
much  lamented  commander,  and  the  good  conduct 
of  all.  1 cannot  concludejhis  communication  with- 
out bringing  to  your  notice  captain  Freeman,  of  the 
marines,  who  volunteered  his  services,  and  whose 
coolness  and  bravery  during  the  whole  transaction, 
excited  the  admiration  of  all  concerned,  and  to 
whose  services  since  I am  extremely  indebted. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  J.  M.  DALE, 

Commandwg  U.  S.  schooner  Alligator, 
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P.  S.  By  the  best  information  I have  been  ena- 
bled to  collect  here,  14  of  the  pirates  are  killed, 
and  several  drowned  in  attempting  to  make  their 
escape  from  the  prize.  I have  also  to  inform  yon 
that  we  pulled  10  miles  in  the  boats  before  we  came 
up  with  the  enemy.  J.  M.  D. 

Hon.  Smith  Thompson,  secretary  of  the  navy. 

P.  S.  A gentleman  who  was  introduced  to  me  by 
Dr.  Watson,  (whose  name  I do  not  recollect),  told 
me  that  he  was  with  lieut.  Allen,  after  he  received 
his  mortal  wound,  till  his  death.  That  he  was  all 
this  time  cheerful,  and  appeared  satisfied  to  have 
sacrificed  his  life  for  his  country.  The  only  ex- 
pression of  regret  or  mental  pain  was  that  he 
should  leave  his  mother  and  sister  destitute;  but  he 
reconciled  himself  to  separation  from  them,  with 
the  hope  that  his  country  would  take  care  of  them. 
Almost  with  his  last  breath  he  commended  them  to 
the  justice  and  humanity  of  the  nation. 


Statistics  of  Scotland. 

Through  the  exertions  of  the  justly  celebrated 
Sir  John  Sinclair,  the  most  perfect  statistical  view 
of  the  state  of  Scotland  has  been  presented  that  we 
have  ever  seen  of  any  country.  We  present  the 
following  condensed  views  of  the  tables  lately  pub- 
lished,  as  well  to  afford  information  about  the  coun- 
try to  which  they  relate,  as  by  way  of  example  to 
others  interested  in  making  out  similar  statements. 

Extent,  The  main  land  contains  26,014  square 
miles;  the  Hebrides  2,904;  the  Orkneys  440;  the 
Zetland  isles  880 — total  30,238  square  miles,  of 
which  the  fresh  water  lakes  occupy  658.  The 
largest  of  these  is  Loch  Lomond,  having  a surface 
of  45  square  miles. 

Climate.  On  the  east  coast  there  were  135  days 
of  rain  or  snow,  and  230  fair;  on  the  west  coast  205 
days  of  rain  or  snow  and  160  fair.  On  the  east 
coast  there  were  207  days  with  the  wind  south  west 
and  west;  on  the  west  coast,  197  from  the  point  from 
east  to  west  by  north,  and  139  from  west  to  south. 

Mountains.  The  highest  is  Bennevis,  4370  feet. 
The  highest  inhabited  place  in  Scotland  is  T.eadhills 
village,  1,564  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

Rivers.  The  Tay,  the  largest,  derives  its  waters 
from  2396  square  miles  of  territory. 

Proprietors — with  real  rents  of  2,500/.  and  up- 
wards 396;  from  625  to  /.2,500.  1,077;  under  625, 
6,181;  estates  belonging  to  corporations  144.  Total 
proprietors  7,798. 

Cultivation.  Acres  fully  and  partially  cultivat- 
ed 5,043,450;  uncultivated,  including  woods,  &c. 
13.900,550 — total  acres  18,944,000.  The  natural 
woods  occupy  501,469  acres,  and  the  plantations 
412,226.  Of  the  productive  soil,  1,869,193  acres 
are  of  loams.  The  amount  of  acres  employed  and 
of  the  value  of  the  various  crops,  is  thus  estimated: 


3.  Grass  lands, 

Acres. 

2,489,725 

at 

Per  acre. 
L.2 

Amount. 
L. 4,979,4 .50 

0 

e 

2.  Wlieat,  ... 

. 140,095 , 

at 

11 

1,541,045 

0 

0 

at 

8 

2,241,544 

0 

0 

4.  Oats,  .... 

: 1,260,362 

at 

7 

8,822,534 

0 

0 

5.  Rye,  .... 

at 

6 

3,000 

0 

0 

6.  Beans  and  peas, 

. 118,000 

at 

6 

708.000 

0 

0 

7.  Potatoes,  . . 

. 80,000 

at 

8 

610,000 

0 

0 

8.  Turnips,  . . 

. 407,125 

at 

4 

1,628,500 

0 

0 

9.  Flax,  . . . 

. 16,500 

at 

8 

1 32.000 

G 

0 

10.  Gardens,  . • 

. 32,000 

at 

15 

480,000 

0 

0 

Productive  acres,  4,824,500  Produce,  L.21, 176,073  C o 

Pallow, 218,950 

Total  cultivated,  . . 5,043,450;  average 
per  acre, including  fallow,  4/.  4.?.  nearly, 

“Uncultivated,  13,900,550,  including  woodlands, 

3s.  per  acre, 2,085,082  lO  o 


Total  land  produce,  L.23, 251,1 55  10  0 

The  live  stock  and  their  produce  thus  estimat- 
ed and  valued: 


1.  Horses,  243.489,  valcc  of  their  wo-k  whi  n fnl!  grfiwn,  or  in- 

crease in  their  work  while  young,  yearly,  at  L.IO 
each L.  2,434,890  0 0 

2.  Cattle,  1,047,142  annual  value  of  dairy  pro- 

duce, and  annual  increase  in  the  worth 

of  the  feeding  cattle,  at  L.6  each,  6,282,852  0 0 

3.  Sheep.  2,850,867, at  lOf.  each,  1,425,433  10  0 

4.  Hogs,  500.000,  produce,  30f.  each,  Vio’ooo  0 0 

5.  Lesser  stock,  poultry,  &c.  259,000  0 0 

Total  produce  of  live  stock,  L,li,i43,i75  lo  0 

This  sum  is  included  in  the  general  estimate  of  land  produce  alrea- 
dy given. 

Minerals.  What  is  called  the  ‘-great  coal  field'’' 
of  Scotland,  is  600,000  acres;  of  which  172  are  an- 
nually consumed — the  product  2,500,000  tons,  valu- 
ed  at  &3.  8(1.  per  ton — of  winch  the  cost  of  labor  is 
equal  to  5s.  lOd.  per  ton.  leaving  for  the  proprietor 
lOd.  per  ton.  The  labor  costs  / 729,166;  the  rent  to 
the  proprietors  is  104,166.  The  lime  annually  ma- 
nufactured is  3 millions  of  bolls  or  12  millions  of 
bushels— it  is  v/orth  2s.  6^/,  per  boll — and  100,000 
acres  are  annually  dressed  with  lime.  There  are 
21  blast  furnaces  for  iron,  they  make  32,760  tons  a 
year,  worth  £7  per  ton,  and  employ  7,650  persons. 
The  lead  produced  is  valued  at  130,000 — total  va- 
lue of  mineral  productions,  -f  1.597. 6.-1.3. 

The  fisheries — the  salmon  and  fresh  water,  the 
white  sea  fishery,  the  herting,  whale  and  shell  fish 
do.  produce  a value  of  £ I 300,000. 

Amount  of  territorial  productions. 


T.  Gross  produce  of  land, L.23  261,155  10  0 

2.  Minerals, * 1,597.653  6 8 

3.  Fisheries, 1,300,000  0 O 

L, 26,158,^  16  8 

4.  The  rents  of  lands,  mines,  fisheries,  kelp,  &c. 

for  one  year,  ending  5th  April,  1813  5,041,779  11  11 


5.  Amount  of  produce  absorbed  by  the  expenses 
of  cultivation,  and  the  profit  of  firners,  garden- 
ers,and  other  dealers  in  the  productions  of  the 
soil,  also  by  colliers,  fishermen.  S:c.  L.2;,117,028  18  1 


1.  Woollen,  . 

2.  Linen, 

3.  Cotton 


Manufactures  of  Scotland.. 

Total  value 

Value  of  rarv 
material 


L.300,000 

834,149 

1.832,224 


4.  Inferior  branches,  1,300,090 


oj  manu- 
factured 
articles, 
L.450,000 
1,775.000 
6,964,486 
5,000,000 


Exl>ense  of 
labor  and 
profit. 

L.l  50,100 
940,851 
5,132,362 
3,700,000 


L.4,266,373  L.14, 189  486  L.9,923,313 


Commerce.  Ships  2,708;  tonnage  221,272;  sea- 
men 16,300,  exports  4,740,239;  imports  3,671,158. 

The  poor.  Number  of  parochial  poor  only  36,000; 
average  cost  of  each  21.  per  ann. 

Pofmlation.  In  1755, 1,265,380;  in  1811, 1,804,824 
— an  average  of  60  persons  to  the  square  mile. 

Peerage — at  the  union,  1707,  or  allowed  since, 
159 — extinct  41;  merged  in  other  titles  10;  forfeited 
26— remained  82.  Of  these  only  52  voted  at  the 
last  election  for  peers  in  parliament. 

Representation — from  33  counties  30;  freeholders 
in  the  counties  2,429;  landholders  entitled  to  vote 
9,5 11 —together  11,940  persons,  sending  30  mem- 
bers to  parliament.  There  are  65  boroughs  which 
send  15  members. 

Ecclesiastical  state.  Synods  16;  presbyteries  78; 
parishes  89?;  number  of  established  clergymen  938. 
Persons  of  the  established  church  1,407,524;  others 
of  presbyterian  principles  256,000;  baptists,  &c. 
50,000;  Scotch  episcopalians  28,000;  Roman  catho- 
lics .50,000;  methodists  9,000;  church  of  England 
4000;  Quakers  300. 

/ife7;e7me— at  the  union, /.1707,  160,000;  net  reve- 
nue in  1 813,  /,4, 204, 097  Scotland,  according  to  po- 
pulation, pays  as  three  to  one  compared  with  Ire- 
land; yet  she  has  only  5,000,000  cultivated  acres, 
whereas  Ireland  has  about  15,000,000.  The  latter 
has  also  the  best  soil  and  climate.  But  the  moral 
and  physical  resources  of  Ireland  are  not  employed 
a.'i  those  of  Scotland  are. 
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Naval  Peace  Estahlishmeut. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  JAN.  2U,  1823. 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs 
delivered  in  the  following  report: 


I the  public  service,  by  striking  from  the  list  of  offi- 
I cerssome  whose  age  or  infirmities  render  them  no 
longer  usefij!;  but  a power  of  so  much  delicacy 
I ought  never  to  be  exercised  by  legislation.  If  its 
I policy  or  justice  were  admitted,  the  executive  is 
The  committee  on  naval  affairs,  to  whom  was  I fl'e  only  organ  of  the  constitution,  which,  in  the 


committed  the  message  of  the  president  of  the  discharge  of  such  a duty,  possesses  the  competent 
United  Slates,  transmitting  a plan  for  the  peace  es- 1 means  of  information,  and  whicli  ought,  therefore, 

to  assume  the  responsibility.  Yet,  it  is  believed, 
on  no  slight  grounds,  that  the  corps  of  naval  offi- 
cers in  our  service  yield  to  no  equal  number  ofany 
nation  in  correctness  of  deportment  and  sobriety 
of  habits,  as  well  as  in  nautical  skill,  experience, 
and  characteristic  boldness. 

A considerable  expenditure  will  be  saved  by  the 
provisions  proposed  in  the  organization  of  the  se- 
veral naval  stations;  and  the  recommendation  of  the 
department  of  the  navy  is  deemed,  by  the  com- 
mittee, to  be  founded  on  just  principles,  in  making 
a distinction  between  officers  on  shore  and  those 
who  are  either  in  active  service,  or  for  the  most 
part  remote  from  their  families  and  their  homes. 

The  medical  department  of  the  naval  service 
has  been  fully  considered  by  the  committee,  and 
they  have  had  recourse  to  all  the  means  of  infor- 
mation  in  their  power  to  discoverthe  nature  and  ex- 
tant of  defects  acknowledged  to  exist,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  proposing,  if  possible,  an  effectual  remedy. 
They  are  fully  convinced  that  appointments  in  that 
branch  of  service  have  hitherto  been  made  with 
too  little  discrimination,  and  that  many  have  enter- 
ed it,  who,  on  a due  examination  of  their  compen- 
tency,  would  have  been  rejected.  They  are  equal- 
ly convinced  that  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  sur- 
geons and  surgeons’  mates,  though  perhaps  suffi- 
cient to  induce  young  practitioners  to  engage  fo." 
a few  years,  with  a view  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
superior  practical  advantages  to  be  found  in  the  ser- 
vice, are  very  incompetent  to  retain  in  service  many 
of  the  most  able  and  faithful  of  the  faculty.  The 
compensation  for  the  most  learned,  experienced, 
and  useful  surgeon,  even  after  a life  devoted  to  du- 
ty, is  but  little  greater  than  that  of  a lieutenant;  and 
his  slender  compensation  is  not,  like  that  of  the  lat- 
ter, submitted  to  for  the  present  in  prospect  of  ap- 
proaching promotion.  Neither  honors  nor  increas- 
ing  pay  encourage  him  to  improve  in  knowledge, 
and  signalize  himself  by  superior  merit.  Though 
many  of  the  surgeons  in  our  navy  are  men  of  skill 
and  eminence,  it  is  feared  that  many  will  abandon 
the  service  in  disgust,  and  that,  of  those  who  re- 
main, some  of  the  most  valuable  are  retained  by 
the  hope  of  a more  suitable  provision  being  made 
by  an  enlightened  country.  1'he  committee  be- 
lieve that  the  sections  in  the  bill,  which  they  have 
submitted,  will  place  the  medical  corps  of  the  navy 
on  such  a basis  as  comports  with  the  true  interests 
of  the  service. 

These  are  some  of  the  considerations  which  have 
guided  the  committee  in  proposing  a naval  peace 
establishment,  of  the  character  and  extent  provid- 
ed in  the  bill  which  accompanies  this  report.  They 
are  not  so  sanguine  as  to  expect  that  all  its  details, 
though  generally  founded  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  assisted  by  the 
practical  experience  of  the  board  attached  to  the 
department,  will  meet  the  concurrence  of  the 


tablishment  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  com- 
municated at  the  present  session  of  congress,  re- 
spectfully report: 

Before  the  late  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  several  acts  of  congress,  atdifTer- 
ent  perioils,  established  the  amount  and  character 
of  the  naval  force  which  was  then  deemed  com- 
mensurate with  our  national  resources,  and  adapt- 
ed to  the  state  of  our  relations  with  foreign  conn 
tries,  existing  or  anticipated.  Tiie  changes,  how- 
ever, were  so  frequent,  and  the  elforts  to  increase 
our  naval  strength  were  so  incessant,  that  it  was 
found,  in  practice,  unnecessary  to  limit  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  to  be  constructed,  except  by  a due 
appropriation  of  our  fiscal  means;  and  had  these 
been  greater  at  the  period  of  the  war,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  policy  of  our  government  would 
have  increased  our  navy  in  equal  proportion,  at 
least,  with  our  other  military  defences. 

Since  that  war,  which  so  fully  developed  to  our 
country  and  the  world  the  vigor  and  efficiency  of 
the  American  naval  character,  even  when  we  pos- 
sessed only  an  inconsiderable  number  of  officers 
and  ships  of  war,  our  government  has  but  fulfilled 
the  wishes  of  the  nation  in  adopting,  and  steadily 
adhering  to,  a liberal  plan  for  fhe  “gradual  in- 
crease” and  early  respectability  of  our  naval  power 
The  act  appropriating  the  sum  of  eight  millions 
of  dollars  to  be  employed  in  constructing  nine 
ships  of  the  line  and  twelve  frigates,  with  a subse- 
quent modification,  extending  the  time  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  object,  is  still  in  force;  and 
the  ships  proposed  are  in  such  a state  of  forward- 
ness,  that  there  is  reason  to  expect  their  comple 
tion  and  equipment  within  the  time  contemplated, 
and  without  requiring  additional  appropriations. 

While  such  has  been  our  policy  in  regard  to  the 
construction  of  vessels  of  war,  the  executive,  not 
being  restrained  by  any  provision  of  existing  laws, 
has  continued  to  increase,  by  occasional  promo- 
tions. and  by  new  appointments  in  the  inferior 
grades,  the  number  of  officers  in  our  naval  service; 
yet,  though  the  present  number,  in  some  of  the 
grades,  perhaps,  exceeds  the  indispensable  comple- 
ment of  the  vessels  already  built,  it  falls  far  short 
of  sach  complement  for  those  which  are  in  a train 
of  speedy  completion.  The  committee  have  also 
adverted  to  the  circumstance,  that  a much  larger 
number  of  sloops  and  small  vessels  of  war  will  be 
wanted  to  form  a just  proportion  to  the  ships  of 
the  larger  classes,  in  the  event  of  a contest  with 
any  maritime  power.  They  would  remark,  also,  as 
proved  by  the  experience  of  other  nations,  per- 
haps even  more  than  our  own,  that  ships  may  be 
constructed  and  equipped  in  far  less  time,  on  the 
approach  of  war,  than  is  requisite  to  discipline  and 
train  a corps  of  officers,  to  whom  the  command  of 
them  might  be  safely  entrusted.  The  committee, 
therefore,  believe  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  dimin- 
ish the  present  number  of  officers  in  service;  and  they 
are  disposed  especially  to  refer  to  the  discretion  of 
the  executive,  the  expediency  of  increasing,  to  a 
reasonable  extent,  the  number  of  midshipmen,  as 
a class  of  officers  to  whom  our  future  navy  must 
look  for  experience,  discipline,  and  nautical  sci 
ence.  Advantage  might  be  supposed  to  accrue  to 


hou.se.  It  may  be  proper  to  state,  that  the  propo- 
sition of  establishing  higher  grades  of  rank  than 
have  heretofore  existed,  may  he  deemed  by  some 
inexpedient  at  this  time;  and  the  committee  are  led 
to  acquiesce  in  the  recommendation  of  the  depart- 
ment, more  with  a view  to  the  future  condition  of 
our  r.avv,  and  to  the  part  it  must  hereaf'er  act,  in 
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any  conflict  with  a maritime  power,  than  from  an 
opinion  that  its  present  circumstances  render  the 
measure  indispensable.  Even  in  peace,  however, 
they  are  of  opinion  that  superior  rank,  in  the  naval 
as  well  as  in  the  military-service,  will  be  conducive 
to  subordination  and  wholesome  discipline;  and 
the  inconsiderable  addition  of  expense  which  it  in- 
volves, ought  not  to  present  an  obstacle  to  the  at 
lainment  of  an  obvious  benefit. 

The  committee  are  far  from  intending,  by  the 
measure  now  proposed,  to  arrest  the  progress,  or 
to  retard  the  developeraent  of  our  naval  resources, 
so  far  as  may  correspond  with  the  just  views  of  po 
licy,  and  the  sound  discretion  of  our  government; 
and  they  would  hesitate  to  recommend  its  adop- 
tion at  the  present  session  of  congress,  did  they 
not  deem  its  tendency  propitious  to  that  progress, 
and  to  those  views.  But,  in  case  it  should  br  found 
otherwise,  it  will  be  perceived  by  those  who  shall 
hereafter  be  entrusted  with  the  regulation  of  our 
maritime  defences,  and  the  error,  when  discovered, 
will,  without  doubt,  be  promptly  corrected, 

^ The  report  has  not  yet  been  acted  on.] 


Thompson's  Island. 

J^avy  Department,  December  29th,  1822, 

Sib:  The  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  whom  has 
been  referred  the  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, of  the  20th  instant,  requesting  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  inform  the  house  “what 
appropriation  will  be  required  to  enable  him  to 
fortify  Thompson’s  Island,  usually  called  Key  West; 
and  whether  a naval  depot  established  at  that  Island, 
protected  by  fortifications,  will  not  afford  facilities 
jn  defending  the  commerce  of  the  states,  and  in 
clearing  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  adjacent  seas, 
of  pirates,”  has  the  honor  to  report:  That  the  geo- 
graphical situation  of  the  island  referred  to  in  the 
Besolution,  has,  for  some  time  past,  attracted  atten- 
tion and  been  considered  peculiarly  important, 
both  as  a military  position,  and  in  reference  to  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States. 

The  commander  of  one  of  our  public  vessels, 
cruising  in  that  quarter,  was,  accordingly,  directed, 
last  winter,  to  touch  at  this  island,  and  take  posses 
sion  of  it  as  a part  of  the  territory  ceded  by  Spain 
to  the  United  States,  ai?d  to  make  such  general  ex- 
amination as  might  be  useful  in  forming  an  opinion 
of  the  advantages  of  the  place,  and  the  propriety 
of  a further  and  more  particular  survey.  From  the 
report  of  lieut.  commandant  Perry,  who  was  charg- 
ed with  this  duty,  it  has  beert  satisfactorily  ascer- 
tained,  that  this  position  affords  a safe,  convenient, 
and  extensive  harbor  for  vessels  of  war  and  mer- 
chant vessels.  His  instructions,  however,  did  not 
require  him  to  make  so  minute  a survey  as  was  ne- 
cessary, in  order  to  judge  of  the  extent  to  which 
this  place  might  be  safely  and  advantageously  occu 
pied  and  improved  as  a naval  depot. 

Captain  Patterson  has  since  been  instructed  to 
make  a further  examination  and  survey,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  that  business;  his  report  may  be  ex- 
pected before  the  adjournment  of  congress.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  however,  of  the  importance  of 
this  island,  and  its  contiguous  waters,  in  various 
points  of  view.  The  harbor  affords  a safe  and  con- 
venient rendezvous  for  our  public  vessels,  cruising 
in  the  West  Indies  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  and 
the  island  is  a very  suitable  depot  for  provisions  and 
supplies.  From  the  pectiliar  dangers  of  the  navi- 
gation along  the  coast  and  among  the  Florida  Keys, 
our  merchant  vessels  are  frequently  driven,  by  dis- 
tress, to  seek  a harbor;  and,  for  want  of  one  in  our 


own  waters,  are  under  the  necessity  of  making  a 
port  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  which  subjects  them  to 
considerable  additional  expense.  This  island,  also, 
affords  a very  eligible  depot  for  wrecked  property, 
and  which  is  highly  necessary  and  advantaireons, 
wliere  the  navigation  is  attended  with  so  m m>  dan-  - 
gers  and  difficulties.  We  are,  at  this  time,  in  a 
great  measure,  dependant  on  the  wreckers  of  New 
Providence,  for  the  protection  of  our  propert>  in 
case  of  shipwreck.  This  not  only  gives  employ- 
ment to  a great  number  of  foreign  vessels  and  sea- 
men, but  it  subjects  our  merchants  to  heavy  expen- 
ses. These  are  some  of  the  obvious  benefits  of  this 
position  in  time  of  peace;  but  its  advHntaire.s  in  time 
of  war,  with  any  European  power  liaving  West  In- 
dia possessions,  are  still  more  important,  both  as 
it  respects  the  protection  of  our  own  cnn  mercej 
and  the  annoyance  of  our  enemy.  An  enemy,  with 
a superior  naval  force,  occupying  this  posi  ion, 
could  completely  intercept  the  whole  trade  between 
those  parts  of  our  country  lying  north  and  easr.  of 
it,  and  those  to  the  west,  and  seal  up  all  our  ports 
within  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  It  may,  therefore  be 
safely  answered,  to  one  branch  of  the  inquiry  niade 
by  the  resolution,  that,  if  this  island  is  susceptible 
of  defence,  a naval  depot  established  there  would 
afford  great  facility  in  protecting  our  commerce, 
and  aid  in  the  suppression  of  piracy.  But  this  de- 
partment has  not  the  means,  at  present,  of  forming 
any  estimate  of  the  appropriation  necessary  for  pro- 
tecting and  defending  this  position  by  permanent 
fortifications,  or  of  determining  whether  it  is  even 
practicable.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  it  is  sus- 
ceptible of  such  defence,  at  an  expense  that  would 
be  justified  by  the  importance  of  the  place;  but  to 
form  any  tolerably  satisfactory  estimate  of  the 
amount,  an  accurate  survey,  and  calculation  by  com- 
petent engineers,  is  indispensably  necessary. 

This  island  is  considered  so  advantageous  and 
convenient  a place  of  rendezvous  for  our  public  ves- 
sels on  the  West  India  sta-ion,  that  it  is  intended  to 
make  ita  depot  for  provisions  and  supplies,  for  the 
expiditton  against  the  pirates,  lately  authorized  by- 
congress,  to  be  secured  in  temporary  buildings, 
under  the  protection  of  a guard  of  marines.  All 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 
''The  Presitlent  of  the  United  States. 


Seveuteentli  Congress— -2ikI  session. 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

January  23,  The  following  message  was  receiv- 
ed from  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  his 
private  secretary: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  December 
12th,  1822,  requesting  that  the  president  would 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senate,  a statement  ex- 
hibiting the  amount,  in  the  aggregate,  of  the  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  exported  from  the  United 
States  to  France,  and  imported  from  thence,  in 
each  year,  from  and  after  the  year  1814  to  the  year 
1820,  discriminating  in  the  exports  between  the 
articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  United  States,  and  those  of  foreign  countries; 
and,  also,  stating  the  national  character  of  the  ves- 
sels in  which  such  exports  and  imports  have  been 
made,  I transmit  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  which  contains  the  information  desired. 

Jan.  22,  1823.  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  message  was  read,  and,  with  the  accomp^,- 
[ nying  documents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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The  following  message  was  also  received  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  read: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  Slates: 

To  carry  fully  into  eHect  the  intentions  of  con 
gress  in  making  an  appropriation  of  5000  dollars, 
by  the  act  of  tlie  14tn  ot  April,  1820,  for  the  survey 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  from  liie  rapids 
of  the  Ohio,  at  Louisville,  to  the  ILli^e,  for  the 
purpose  of  facilitating  and  ascertaining  the  most 
practicable  mode  ot  improving  the  navigation  ot 
those  rivers,  orders  were  given,  through  the  pro- 
per department,  to  the  board  of  engineers,  to  e\a: 
mine  and  survey  the  said  rivers,  with  reterence  to 
those  objects,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon, 
which  they  have  done,  and  which  report  I now  com- 
municate for  the  information  ot  congress. 

Jan.  22,  1823.  JAMES  MONROE. 

January  2^.  .Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  following 
residution; 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  requested  to  in- 
form the  senate  if  auv  loans  of  money,  to  any  amount,  and  the 
purpose  for  which  ihe'same  have  been  made,  from  the  treasury  to 
any  individuals  or  banking  institutions,  since  the  first  day  ot  Ja- 
nuary, 1813,  and,  if  any,  whether  such  loans,  so  made,  have  yet 
been  repaid, or  in  aii}'  mamier  adc'quately  secured,  so  that  the  go- 
%’€rninent  will  ultimately  be  satisfactorily  secured. 

The  pr^.^'^idt'tii  communicated  to  the  senate  a re- 
poriof  the  secretary  of  war,  exhibiting  the  expen- 
ditures for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  military 
establishment  for  the  year  1822. 

1'hc  remainder  of  the  day  was  chiefly  occupied 
on  local  business,  or  matters  that  will  hereafter  ap 
pear  in  course. 

January  25.  The  senate  did  not  sit  this  day— 
(Saturday). 

J.  nuary  27.  Among  the  petitions  presented  to- 
day, was  one  by  Mr.  Findlay,  from  the  pr.esident 
and  directors  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
praying  certain  amendraents  in  the  charter  of  the 
baiiK. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given  on  Friday,  Mr.  Lloyd, 
of  Mass,  asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  introduced  a 
bill  for  the  erection,  in  the  burial  ground  at  Wash 
ington,  of  a monument  over  the  tomb  of  Elbridge 
Gerry,  deceased,  late  vice  president  of  the  United 
States;  and  tlie  bill  was  lead. 

The  other  business  transacted  will  sufficiently  ap- 
pear hereafter.  At  an  early  hour,  the  senate  went 
into  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Janvary  28.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  from  the 
committee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a resolution  to  amend  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  being  a new  draft  as  a substitute  for 
the  former  one.  [ I he  resolution  is  long,  and  its 
substance  being  already  given,  we  shall,  at  least, 
postpone  the  insertion  ot  it]. 

A number  of  private  bills  were  passed — the  se 
nate  spent  some  lime  on  executive  business,  and 
then  adjourned; 

January  29.  A letter  was  laid]  before  the  senate 
by  the  president,  from  Mr.  A‘of/«ey,  resigning  his 
seat  in  consecpience  of  being  appointed  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  Buenos  Ayres,  Sic. 

d'he  senate  took  up  the  resolution,  offered  on 
Friday  last,  by  Mr.  £a^o?i,  of  Tennessee:  [as  insert- 
ed  am  re  ] 

Mr.  Lotvrie  suggested  that  the  resolution  should 
be  so  framed  as  tlial  the  jiractice  of  the  treasury, 
in  regard  to  transfers  of  cieposites,  siiould  be  dis- 
closed back  to  ihe  year  1800.  Mr.  Eaton  con.$ent- 
ed — and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

nOUSK  OF  UEPr.ESEXTATlVtS. 

Thursday,  Jan.  23.  Mr,  Leftzvich  offered  the 
following  resolution,  which,  from  its  nature,  lies 
on  the  table  one  day  of  course: 


Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  communicate 
to  this  house  the  number  of  persons,  and  the  amount  due  from 
each,  whose  toiiipensaiion  has  been  withheld  or  lusj^nded  in 
pursuance  of  the  laws  prohibiting  payment  to  persons  in  arrears 
U)  the  United  States;  whether  the  amount  withheld  has  been  ap- 
pli-.  d,  in  all  cases,  to  the  extinguishnieut  of  their  debts  to  the  go- 
vemmeut;  whether  saiil  laws  have  been  eufurerd  in  all  cases 
against  securities  who  are  liable  or  accountable  fur  the  payment 
ot  any  arrears  due;  whether  any  accounting  or  disbursing  officer, 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  president,  has  given  conclusive  evi- 
dence ot  his  insolvency;  if  so,  is  he  still  in  the  employ  of  the  Unb 
ted  Statea?  [Agreed  to  next  day.] 

i lie  rosoiuiiou  o^  Mr.  Conklin^,  yesterday  laid 
on  the  table,  instructing  the  select  committee  ap^ 
pointed  on  the  subject  of  making  “French  crowns 
and  five  franc  pieces  a legal  tender  in  the  United 
States;  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continu- 
ing in  force  the  act  concerning  the  mint,  approved 
.March  3, 1801,”  was  taken  up,  and  modified  to  read 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  the  13th  inst.  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force  the  law  mak- 
ing the  crowns  of  France  and  five  franc  pieces  a lawful  tender, 
be  also  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in 
force  the  law,  entitled  “an  act  concerning  the  mint,”  approved 
March  3d,lS0l;  and  whrtherit  be  expedient  to  make  any  amend- 
ment in  the  laws  regulating  the  coins  of  the  United  States;  and, 
also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  the  gold  coins  ot 
Great  Britain,  Portugal,  France,  and  Spain,  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  debts  due  the  United  States,  at  tlieir  intrinsic  value;  and 
that  the  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  hill  ot  otherw  ise. 

The  l esolulioh  whs  then  agieed  to 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sterling,  ofNew  York,  the  house 
took  up  the  resolution,  laid  on  the  table  some  days 
ago,  relative  to  the  Canada  trade,  when  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  Mr.  JValivorth  to  it  was  with- 
drawn, in  order  to  give  Mr.  S.  an  opportunity  of 
submitting  his  amendment,  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  instructed 
inquire  and  report  to  this  bouse,  whether  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  passed  the  5th  day  of  August, 
1822,  so  far  as  they  impose  certain  duties  upon  the  products  oi 
the  United  States,  passing  into  Lower  Canada,  down  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  or  otln/wise,  with  a view  to  exportation,  are  not  re- 
pugnant to  existing  treaties  between  this  country  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, w a violation  of  our  right  to  the  free  navig-ation  ol  the  river 
St.  Lawrence,  or  a free  island  trade  with  the  Canadas;  and  what 
measures  are  xpedient  to  b„*  taken  to  obtain  a repeal  or  modifi- 
cation of  said  act,  or  of  any  other  act  of  parliament, so  far  as  their 
provisions  shall  be  found  detrimental  to  our  commerce,  or  repug- 
nant to  rights  secured  to  us  by  treaty  or  national  law,  or  what 
countervailing  provisions  may  be  expedient  on  Uie  part  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  supported  the  resolution  in  a speech 

of  considerable  length.  He  quoted  the  act  of 
parliament,  at  large,  imposing  duties  on  goods 
from  the  United  States  exported  to,  or  in  transit 
through,  Canada,  saying — “It  will  be  thus  perceiv- 
ed,  that  this  act  of  the  British  parliament  asserts  the 
right  to  tax,  at  pleasure,  all  our  produce  thus  trans- 
ported, and  of  course  to  make  our  commerce  upon 
these  Waters  an  instrument  of  revenue,  or  entirely 
to  destroy  it  by  impositions  of  such  enormous  du- 
ties as  would  amount  to  an  actual  prohibition.-— 
And  what,  sir,  is  the  nature  and  extent  of  our 
commerce,  thus  shackled  and  interrupted  by  this 
regulation?  It  may  not  be  great,  compared  with 
that  of  the  nation,  but  it  is  necessary  and  valuable 
to  those  interested,  and  whose  rights  are  as  much 
to  be  respected,  and  as  strongly  sustained,  as 
though  tiiey  filled  a greater  space  in  the  eyes  of 
the  u:iion.  To  shew  that  this  commerce  is  not  in- 
considerable, nor  undeserving  the  encouragement 
of  the  government,  Mr.  S.  read  a statement  of  the 
exr.orls  from  the  lake  ports  interested,  viz: 

For  theyear  1816  g2, 552,324 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


1,981,871 

1,356,039 

1,493,052 

1,562.061 

1,180,991 

1,228,963 


A great  share  of  this  commerce  consisted  of  the 
articles  upon  which  heavy  duties  were  laid  by  the 
act  of  parliament  of  the  5th  of  August  last.  Flour 
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and  lumber  were  two  of  the  most  heavy  and  pro- 
fitable articles  in  the  list  thus  taxed,  and  virtually 
prohibited  from  being  hereafter  transported  down 
the  river  St.  Lawrence.  Thus,  it  is  seen,  that  this 
obnoxious  act  of  August  last,  has  a most  destruc- 
tive operation  upon  this  commerce,  and  appears  in 
the  light  of  a bold  assumption  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  to  deprive  its  hereafter  of  the  right  to  trans- 
port  our  products  to  market  upon  the  waters  of 
the  St.  Lawrence.** 

The  resolve  was  agreed  to  without  further  oppo- 
sition or  debate. 

Friday^  Jan.  24.  Many  reports  on  private  peti- 
tions, &c.  were  received,  and  variously  disposed  of. 

Mr.  JSTe-wtont  from  the  committee  of  commerce, 
reported  a bill  for  creating  certain  collection  dis- 
tricts  in  the  states  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, and  Missouri,  and  for  modifying  certain  parts 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1799,  entitled  “an 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage;’*  which  was  twice  read  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr,  Wood,  after  some  remarks,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolvedy'Th2X  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be  requested  to  lay 
before  this  house,  as  soon,  conveniently,  as  he  can,  a staetemnt  ®f 
all  the  cases  in  which  the  invoices  admitted  by  the  collectors  of  the 
customs  in  estimating  the  ad  valorem  duties,  and  the  estimates 
of  the  value  of  the  goods  made  by  the  public  appraisers  on  the 
entry  of  the  said  goods  from  foreign  ports,  have  been  atjjudged 
too  low  by  a subsequent  inspection  under  the  seventh  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  “an  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ‘an  act 
to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,” 
passed  April  20th,  1818;  also,  the  places  where,  and  the  persons 
by  whom,  the  different  valuations  have  been  made;  also,  to  state 
what  has  been  the  practical  operation  of  the  said  seventh  section; 
also,  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  ports  of  entry  might  be 
abolished  without  injury;  and  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  al- 
terations are  necessary  and  proper  in  the  laws  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue. 

This  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a division. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  offered  the  following  re- 
solution, prefacing  it  with  a number  of  explanatory 
remarks: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  lands  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  introducing  a bill  more  effectu- 
alW  to  prohibit  receivers  of  public  moneys  and  registers  in  land 
offices  from  pure  basing  public  land,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
their  own  land  district,  at  either  private  or  public  sale. 

4 The  resolve  was  then  adopted. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  for  the  occupation  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river.  Many  amend- 
ments were  suggested,  &c.  The  house  adjourned 
without  acting  definitively  on  the  bill — previous  to 
which,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  letter  of  Gales  & Seaton,  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  to-morrow  during  the  sitting  of 
the  house. 

The  select  committee  appointed,  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Rochester,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing  in  force  the  law  making  the  crowns  of 
France  and  five  franc  pieces  a legal  tender,  in  the 
United  States;  amending  the  laws  regulating  the 
coins  of  the  United  States;  and  of  continuing  in 
force  “an  act  concerning  the  mint;**  and  also  to  in- 
quire whether  it  be  expedient  to  make  the  gold 
coins  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal,  France,  and  Spain, 
receivable,  in  payment  of  debts  due  the  United 
States,  are  Mr.  Rochester,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  Alex- 
under  Smyth,  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Sloane. 

Saturday,  Jan.  25.  The  house  was  some  time 
occupied  on  the  bill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  circuit  court  in  Louisiana — much  debate  took 
place — at  last,  being  amended,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the 
♦‘convention  concluded  and  signed  at  St.  Peters, 
burg,  under  the  mediation  of  his  imperial  majesty, 
the  emperor  of  all  the  Ritssias,**  transmitting  there- 


with  the  copies  of  the  exchanged  ratifications  with 
the  respective  powers,  parties  to  the  treaty;  which 
were  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  Speaker  communicated  a letter  from  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  a report  in 
relation  to  fines  imposed  on  citizens  of  Virginia, 
for  the  non-performance  of  militia  duty,  during  the 
late  war,  made  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the 
7th  instant;  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
McCoy,  referred  to  a select  committee. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  house,  a letter 
from  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury,  transmitting 
the  following  documents,  viz: 

1.  A list  of  accounts,  in  relation  to  the  old  inter- 
nal revenue  and  direct  tax,  which  have  remained 
unsettled,  or  on  which  balances  appear  to  have 
been  due  more  than  three  years,  prior  to  the  30th 
September,  1822. 

2.  A similar  list  in  relation  to  the  late  direct  tax- 

3.  A list  of  accounts  which  have  remained  unset- 
tled, or  on  which  balances  appear  to  have  been 
due  from  the  receivers  of  public  moneys  more  than 
three  years,  prior  to  the  30th  September,  1822. 

4.  A list  of  officers  who  omitted  to  render  their 
accounts  for  settlement  within  the  year  ending  the 
30th  September,  1822;  which  letter  and  documents 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  further  laid  before  the  house,  a let- 
ter from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a state- 
ment shewing  the  expenditures  of  the  moneys  ap- 
propriated for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  mi- 
litary establishment  for  the  year  1822;  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

The  house  then  again  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  occupancy  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  river,  that  being  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  the  pending  question  being  on  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  Woodson,  of  Ky.  gave  his  reasons  at  some 
length  on  the  general  merits  of  the  bill,  and  ad- 
vocated the  propriety  of  the  proposed  occupancy  of 
that  post. 

Mr.  McKim  also  submitted  his  views  of  the  bill, 
and  briefly  commended  the  wisdom  of  the  policy 
of  protecting  our  commerce  on  the  Pacific  ocean, 
and  on  planting  a military  post  somewhere  on  the 
borders  of  the  Pacific  for  that  purpose.  He  argued 
also  against  the  impossibility  of  transporting  th  ther 
a force  commensurate  to  the  protection  of  the  com- 
merce on  those  seas,  and  obviated  difficulties  which 
gentlemen  had  suggested  would  be  found  to  exist 
on  the  passage  of  troops  to  that  post. 

Mr.  Cambreleng  said,  that  he  had  not  intended  to 
trouble  the  house  upon  the  question,  but  gentle- 
men had  furnished  such  vast  commercial  details, 
and  described  such  vast  commercial  advantages, 
as  likely  to  result  from  the  establishment  of  a mili- 
tary post  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  he  thought  it  pro- 
per to  express  his  opinion,  that,  one  frigate  on  that 
ocean  would  afford  a better  protection  to  our  com- 
merce, than  twenty  fortifications  on  the  coast.  In 
truth,  he  said,  the  question  for  the  house  to  deter- 
mine, was,  whether  congress  would  appropriata 
one,  two,  three,  four,  perhaps,  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  annually,  to  protect  the  Indian  trade 
beyond  the  mountains.  Gentlemen  should  reflect 
upon  the  consequences  likely  to  result  from  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  He  had,  he  said,  a strong  indivi- 
dual interest  in  the  question.  He  was  intimate  with, 
and  had  a high  respect  for  Mr.  Astor,  a gentleman 
not  more  distinguished  for  his  wealth,  than  for  his 
enterprize  and  intelligence.  But,  the  interest  of 
the  nation  was  a paramount  consideration,  and,  be- 
fore gentlemen  were  ready  to  pass  this  bill,  that 
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Tni'>-bty  question  was  to  be  settled,  wh^-tber  we 
shouKl  establish  a government  of  any  kind,  and  at 
any  time,  on  the  borders  of  the  Pacific?  For  his 
part,  he  considered  the  ([uestion  of  such  magni- 
tude, he  should  not  be  prepared  to  vote  upon  it, 
until  it  had  been  discussed  for  at  least  five  ses 
sions.  He,  therefore,hoped  it  would  be  postponed. 

The  question  again  recurring  on  the  indefinite 
postponement— 

Mr.  Eustis  stated  his  opposition  to  this  disposition 
of  the  bill— he  dwelt  some  time  on  its  merits,  and 
thought  it  a matter  of  great  importance,  &c.  Mr. 
Breckenridge  opposed  the  bill  he  tliought  ilie 
scheme  a visionary  one,  and  prejudicial  to  the  pub- 
lic interest.  Mr.  Rhea  also  opposed  the  bill.  It 
was  laid  on  the  table — 76  to  61.  Adjourned. 

.Mondatj,  Jan.  27.  Between  50  and  60  petitions 
were  presented  this  day. 

Mr.  ll’right  offered  the  following  resolutions  of  j 
the  legislature  of  the  slate  of  Maryland,  which  were  | 
read.  i 

By  the  house  of  Delegates,  Jan.  11,  lo2o.  | 

AVhereas  a system  of  internal  improvement,  con- 1 
fined  to  great  national  purposes,  with  proper  limi- 
tations, would  be  productive  of  eminent  advantages 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States;  would  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  tend  to  secure  a more 
perfect  union;  and  whereas  doubts  may  and  do  ^ 
exist  whether  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
have  the  power  to  adopt  a system;  therefore, 

Resolved,  by  the  general  assembly  of  ^Maryland, 
That  the  senators  and  representatives  of  this  state  I 
in  the  congress  of  the  U.  States,  be  requested  to  i 
use  their  best  exertions  to  procure  such  an  amend- 1 
nient  to  the  constitution  of  the. United  States  as  will  j 
give  congress  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a system  j 
of  internal  improvement,  to  be  confined  to  great 
national  purposes,  with  proper  limitations. 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  governor  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, requested  to  cause  a copy  of  this  resolution  to 
be  transmitted  to  each  of  tlie  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives of  this  state  in  congress. 

By  order:  JOHN  BREWER,  Clerk. 

A petition  was  presented  praying  an  outfit  for 
.Tohn  Cleves  Symmes,  that  he  might  penetrate  the 
polar  circle,  according  to  his  tlieory  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  earth.  Mr.  of  Ky.  moved  to  refer 

it  to  tiie  coramittee  on  foreign  relations—  ^Iv.Ardier 
proposed  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  on  commerce, 
its  view  being  to  establish  a trade  with  the  interior 
inhabitants  of  the  earth.  It  w'as  laid  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  “bill  for  the  better  orgar»ization 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  district  of  Louisiana,”  was  read  a third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  house  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  cons^ideration  of  the  amendments  of 
the  senate  to  tl  e bill  concerning  the  disbursement 
of  public  moneys. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  commerce  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  so  to  amend  the  act  entitled  “an 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,” 
as  to  abolish  |the  office  of  measurer,  to  pi-ovide  that  the  duties 
heretofore  performed  by  the  measurers,  in  virtue  of  said  act,  shall 
be  performed  by  inspectors,  and  prohibit  the  allowance  of  any 
additional  compensation  to  inspectors  for  measuring. 

Alter  debate,  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  passed, 
and  only  wants  the  signature  of  the  president  to 
become  a law. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  that  the  house  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill,  now  lying  on  the  table,  to 
provide  for  the  occupation  of  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ohio,  required  the  yeas  and 
nays  to  be  taken  oij  this  questlonj  in  order  to  de- 


termine, by  that  test, |whether  the  house  were  really 
determined  to  act  upon  the  subject  at  the  present 
sttssion. 

The  question  on  taking  up  the  bill  was  accord* 
ingly  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YKAS— Messrs.  .Allen,  Archer,  Barber,of  Conn.  Baylies,  Bayly, 
Burrows,  Carter,  Colden,  Conkling.  Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Kddy,  Kus- 
tis,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Forward,  Hamilton,  Herrick,  Hill,  Holcombe . 
Hublnrd,  F.  Johnson,  .1.  T.  Johnson,  Jones,  of  Vn.  Jon-  s,  of 
I'enn.  Keyes,  Little.  McKim,  McLane,  Mallary,  Metcalfe,  Moore, 
of  Va.  Moore,  ot  Alab.  Morgan,  Nelson, of  Mass.  Newton,  Pitcher, 
Reed,  of  Mass.  Reed,  of  Geo.  Rochester,  Ross,  Uuggles,  Russell, 
Sanders,  Scott,  Arthur  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  A.  Stevenson,  Tatt- 
nall, Thompson,  Trimble,  Vance.  Van  Wyck,  W'alker,  Walworth, 
Whipple,  White,  Williamson,  Woodcock,  Woodson,  Wright — 61. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  Ball, 
Barb,  r,  of  Ohio  Barstow,  Bassett,  Uateman,Borland,Breckenridge, 
Krowii,  Buchattan,  Butler,  Cambreleiig,  Campbell,  of  New  York, 
Caiiipbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon.  Cassedy,  Chambers,  t ocke,Coinlict, 
Conner,  Cook,  Crafts.  Cushman,  Dane,  Darlington.  Denison, 
Diekinsoii,  Dwight,  Edwards,  of  Conn.  Edwards.  N.  C.  Farrelly, 
Forrest  Garnett,  Giimtr,  Gist,  Gross,  Hall,  Hardin,  Harris,  Har- 
vey, Hawks,  H-niphill,  Hobart.  Hooks,  Ingham,  Jennings,  J.S. 
Johnson,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  McCarty , 
McCoy,  McNeill,  MeSherry.  Matson,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Mitchell, 
of  Penn.  Montgomery,  Murray.  Neale,  N Ison,  of  Md.  New,  Pat- 
terson,of  N.  York.  Patterson,  of  Penn.  Phillips,  Pierson,  Plnmer, 
of  Penn.  Rankin,  Reed,  of  Md.  Rhea,  Rich,  Rodney,  Rogers,  Russ, 
Sergeant,  Sloar.e.  W.  Smith.  Sterling,  ot  Conn.  Sterling  ot  N.  York, 
J.  Stephenson.  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,'Tonklinson, 
Tracy,  Tucker,of  S.  C.  Utiree.  Uphani,Vaii  Rensselaer,  Williams, 
of  Va.  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Wilson,  Wood— 100. 

So  the  house  refused  to  take  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  Hemphill  moved  to  take  up  t)ie  bill  for  autho- 
rizing the  president  to  cause  to  be  procured  sur- 
veys and  estimates  for  certain  roads  and  canals. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Jf'alworth  required  the  yeas 
and  nays,  in  order  to  ascert.iin,  in  that  manner,  whe. 
ther  the  house  was  dispo.sed  to  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject, at  the  present  session,  or  not. 

Tlie  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  accordingly,  and 
there  were — For  taking  up  the  bill,  89;  against  it, 
69.  So  the  house  agreed  to  take  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  IFood,  of  N.  Y.  delivered,  at  considerable 
length,  his  view.s  adverse  to  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
of  its  alleged  un^onstitutionality. 

Mr.  Farrelly,  of  Fenn.  delivered  his  sentiments 
in  favor  of  the  bill.  When, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  the  bill 
was  again  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  communicating 
to  congress  information  relative  to  that  part  of  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Prevosi  wnich  relates  to  the  establish- 
ment of  Columbia  river,  and  what  information  he 
had  in  his  possession  relative  to  arr.angeinents  made 
about  the  year  1814,  by  the  Northwest  company, 
with  the  proprietors  of  a settlement,  made  by  the 
citizens  of  the  U.  S.  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river, 
by  which  that  company  became  possessed  of  that 
settlement;  which  letter  was  read  aud  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  likewise  communicated  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  materials  and  workmanship 
deemed  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  docks 
and  wharves  contemplated  to  be  constructed  at  the 
navy  yard,  together  with  a model  of  com.  Rodgers’s 
marine  rail  way;  which  was  read  and  referred  to 
the  committee  on  naval  affairs;  also. 

Another  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  trans- 
mitting a list  of  the  several  amounts  of  moneys  which 
have  arisen  from  the  sales  of  public  lands  in  the 
states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Ala- 
bama, and  Missouri,  appropriated  by  law  for  open- 
ing roads  and  canals  leading  to  said  states;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table;  and,  also, 
Another  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans- 
mitting  a statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  draw- 
back, payable  on  merchandise  exported  from  the 
United  States,  during  the  years  ending  on  the  3 1st 
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day  of  December,  1819,  1820  and  1821,  com;)ared 
witb  the  amount  of  duties  which  accrued  on  the 
same  respectively;  which  letter  was  read  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Ja?i.  28.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  the  governor  of  the  state  of 
Maryland,  enclosing,  in  obedience  to  a resolution 
of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Maryland, 
a espy  of  the  report  of  the  commissioners  appoint 
ed  by  the  executive  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  to 
survey  the  river  Potomac.  Ri-ad  and  committed. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  (leave  being  granted),  presented 
a memorial  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  on  the  part  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  said  bank,  stating  certain  griev. 
ances  under  which  they  labor,  arising  from  defects 
and  omissions  in  the  act  for  their  incorporation; 
which  was  referred  to  a committee  appointed  on 
the  20th  inst.  relative  to  banks. 

Mr.  McLane  reported  a bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  government,  for  the  year 
1823;  also,  a bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  1823;  which  were  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Walworth,  from  the  committee  on  military 
affairs,  which  was  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  to  officers  of  the  army  a sala- 
ry or  stated  sum  of  money,  per  year,  instead  of  pay 
and  emoluments,  as  now  allowed  by  law,  made  a 
report  adverse  to  the  proposed  change;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Monday  next,  movejfor  leave  to  introduce  a bill  to 
allow  officers  of  the  army  a salary  or  stated  sum  of 
money  per  year  instead  of  pay  and  emoluments,  as 
now  by  law  allowed. 

Mr.  Stevenson  reported  a bill  relative  to  the 
claims  of  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais,  which,  after 
some  deoate,  was  referred  to  a committee  of  the 
whole,  by  a small  majority. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  house  resolve  itself 
into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  concern- 
ing revolutionary  pensions. 

Mr,  Trimble  wished  to  know  what  was  the  pres- 
sing necessity  for  taking  up  this  particular  bill  in 
preference  to  other  bills  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocke  explained  that  this  bill  contemplates 
providing  for  those  persons  whose  application  to 
the  war  department  for  revolutionary  pensions 
were  rejected  in  consequence  of  the  largeness  of 
their  property  and  who  have  since  become  poor 
indeed.  The  bill  proposes  to  authorize  an  examl 
nation  into  their  claims  agreeably  to  the  rules  ^aid 
down  by  law,  and  to  do  away  the  effect  of  an  opi- 
nion of  the  attorney  general,  (which  Mr.  C.  con- 
tended was  contrary  to  the  actual  laws),  which  de- 
termines that,  when  a claim  for  a pension  js  once 
rejected,  no  circumstance  will  justify  are-examina- 
tion of  it.  He  added,  that  a bill  on  the  subject, 
precisely  similar  to  this,  passed  this  house  at  the 
last  session,  by  a large  majority.  The  4th  of  March 
is  the  day  of  semi-annual  payment  of  pensions,  and, 
if  the  bill  be  not  soon  acted  on,  its  effect  will  be 
postponed  for  six  months  longer. 

Mr.  Trimble  having  waved  his  objection,  the 
house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole, 
who  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house,  when 
several  amendments  were  offered  and  debated  until 
hah' past  4 o’clock,  when  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Ja7i.  29.  Mr.  Poinsett  appeared  and 
took  his  seat.  Many  reports  were  received  and  re- 
solntmns  submitted — of  no  present  interest  to  no- 


tice. It  was  agreed,  63  to  62,  that  the  hour  of  meet- 
ing should  h.-reafterbe  11,  instead  of  12  o’clock. 

The  house  refused,  111  to  42,  to  take  up  the  bill 
to  authorize  tlie  president  to  cause  certain  surveys, 
&c.  to  be  procured. 

Several  bills  were  read  and  referred,  5tc. 

Mr.  Tod  moved  that  the  house  do  in  preference 
resolve  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  manufac- 
tures, (new  tariff  bill). 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it  was 
negatived — 84  votes  to  61. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  revolutionary  pension  act 
was  taken  up,  amended  and  ordered  to  t>e  engros- 
sed and  read  a third  time. 

Mr.  Tod  then  again  moved  that  the  house  do  go 
into  a committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of 
the  union,  with  a view  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the 
more  effectual  protection  of  manufactures.  The 
motion  to  go  into  committee  of  the  whole  was 
agreed  to;  and  Mr.  Toinlinson  was  called  to  the  chair. 

After  which  it  was  agreed  to  take  up  the  bill,,  as 
proposed  by  Mr.  Tod,  82  to  54. 

The  first  section  being  read,  Mr.  Cambreleng  rose 
and  made  some  pointed  objections  to  that  part  of 
the  bill  that  related  to  coarse  woollens,  and  submit- 
ted a statement,  (which  was  afterwards  ordered  to 
be  printed).  Mr.  7 a/i replied  to  Mr.  C.  and  made 
some  general  remarks  on  the  subject,  &c.  The 
committee  rose  at  the  usual  hour,  &c. 

Thtjhsday’s  rRocEEniuos— Ja!c.  30. 

In  the  senate  -ThQ  president  communicated  a 
letter  from  the  score  > ary  of  state  transmitting  copies 
of  the  digest  of  manufactures,  prepared  and  print- 
ed by  order  of  a joint  resolution  of  congress,  of  the 
last  session. 

The  day  was  spent  in  d'lscussing  subjects  that 
have  already  been  noticed,  or  will  appear  in  their 
course. 

In  the  house  of  representatives — a ghod  deal  of 
what  may,  perhaps,  be  called  business 

was  attended  to.  The  bill  supplementary  to  acts 
respecting  revolutionary  pensions  was  passed,  by 
yeas  151,  nays  14.  The  house,  in  a committee  of 
the  whole,  further  discussed  the  bill  tor  the  more 
effectual  protection  of  domestic  manufactures. 
Messrs.  Holcombe  and  Burrows  supported,  and 
Messrs.  Tattnall,  Jl.  Smyth,  and  Cambreleng  op- 
posed the  bill — and  then  the  house  adjourned,  Mr, 
Cook  having  the  floor  to-morrow. 

[A  more  particular  report  of  this  day’s  proceed- 
ings will  be  given  in  our  next,  by  way  of  record.] 

^^Yesterday’s  Intelligencer  contains  a report  of 
the  committee  to  whom  the  investigation  of  cer- 
tain charges  against  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton,  rela- 
tive to  the  suppression  of  certain  parts  of  a letter, 
or  document,  were  referred.  I'he  whole  aff.uroc» 
-upiedfive  of  the  heavy  columns  of  their  paper. 

In  respect  to  the  paragraph  suppressed  or  omit- 
ted, (which  is  crossed  diagonally  by  pencil  marks), 
the  committee  say  they  are  “obliged  to  confess, 
(and  they,  do  it  with  regret),  that  they  have  ob- 
tained  no  satisfactory  information,”  as  to  the  person 
who  caused  it.  They  fully  acquit  Messrs.  Gales 
and  Seaton  of  any  part  or  lot  in  the  matter,  and  ex- 
press their  entire  belief  that  it  was  not  “caused 
either  by  the  influence  of  the  secretary  of  the  trea* 
suary,  or  was  done  with  his  knowledge” — conclud- 
ing with  a resolution  that  they  should  be  dismissed 
from  a further  consideration  of  the  subject.  We 
have  not  time  nor  room  for  a more  particular  notice 
of  this  affair  just  now. 
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g;;j^l'he  cotmnunication  from  the  Boston  “Mer- 
chant,” acknowledered  in  our  last,  is  iiisei  ted  in  the 
present  sheet.  We  have  also  one  on  liand  from  our 
correspondent  “T”  on  tliesame  subject,  and  on  the 
balance  of  trade — which  must  be  laid  over  for  our 
next  paper: 

“False  correction.”  In  some  of  the  numbers 
issued  last  Saturday,  iw  the  first  col.  of  pafje  339, 
line  24,  “British  cottons,”  was  printed  for  British 
bottoms.-  and  in  page  340,  what  was  meant  to  shew 
the  states  decidedly  \ov  a new  tariff,  were  said  to  be 
♦‘decided  by  for”  such  a tariff. 

The  sdpresie  court  of  the  U,  S.  commenced  its 
annual  session  at  Washington  on  Monday  last  — 
present  chief  justice  Jlars/iull,  and  justices  IVash^ 
ington,  Livingston,  Duval  and  Story.  Judge  John- 
con,  was  immediately  expected;  but  judge  Todd 
was  detained  at  home  by  sickness. 

Besides  some  of  the  members  of  congress,  who 
are  occasionally  in  attendance,  the  following  gen- 
tleman appeared  as  counsel:  Messrs.  V/ebster  and 
Blake,  of  Massachusetts;  Mr.  Pitman,  of  Rhode  Is 
land;  Messrs.  Emmet,  Ogden,  Oakley  and  Wlieaton, 
of  New  York;  Mr.  Cheves,  of  Pennsylvania;  Messrs. 
Winder  and  HoH’m^n,  of  Maryland;  -Messrs.  Clay 
and  Rowan,  of  Kentucky;  Messrs.  Wright,  Ham- 
mond and  Whittlesy,  of  Ohio. 

Rodgers*  marine  rail-way.  We  have  read  with 
much  interest,  the  message  of  the  president  of  the 
United  Slates,  on  the  subject  of  com.  Rodgers’ “ma- 
rine  rail  way  or  inclined  plane,”  and,  though  the 
article  is  a pretty  long  one,  we  intend  soon  to  have 
llie  pleasure  of  laying  it  before  the  readers  of  the 
Register,  that  they  may  with  us  pay  a homage  of 
respect  to  the  veteran  for  services  rendered  to 
his  countiy. 

Naval.  We  have  “an  exhibit  shewing  the  num- 
her  of  commission  and  warrant  officers  of  each 
grade,  necessary  to  command  in  active  service,  the 
vessels  of  war  at  this  time  belonging  to  the  navy, 
including  those  afloat  and  those  on  tlie  stocks  and 
building.” 

The  whole  amount  of  vessels  is  thus  stated — 12 
ships  of  the  line,  9 of  44  guns,  3 of  36  guns,  1 steam 
frigat  e,  1 ship  of  24  guns  -for  each  of  which  there 
is  assigned  a captain;  5 sloops  of  war,  with  masters 
commandant;  2 brigs  and  5 schooners,  under  lieu- 
tenants commanding.  For  the  steam  boat  and 
small  schooners  now  fitting  out  for  a special  expe- 
dition, there  are  required  1 master  commandant,  10 
lieutenants  commanding,  23  lieutenants,  &c. 

The  whole  amount  including  the  officers  requir- 
ed fertile  navy  yards,  the  board  of  commissioners, 
and  the  special  expedition  now  fitting  out,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Captains  39;  masters  commandant  12;  lieutenants 
commanding  18;  other  lieutenants  249;  sailing  mas 
ters  69;  midshipmen  including  those  acting  a's  mas 
ter’s  mates  687;  surgeons  36;  surgeons  mates  97; 
pursers  47;  chaplains  25;  schoolmasters  12;  boat- 
swains 38;  gunners  38;  carpenters  38,  sail  makers 
30— without  any  allowance  for  sickness  or  casual- 
ties. 

Vor. 


New  work.  Messrs.  M.  C^rey  I.ea,  of  Puila- 
delp'.ia,  have  just  publislu-d  a work  under  tins  ti- 
tle: — “.\ccount  of  au  expedition  f rom  Pittsburg  to 
the  R.^cky  Viouutains,  performed  in  ttie  years  1819 
and  1820,  by  order  of  the  secretary  of  war,  under 
the  cominantl  of  major  Stephen  H.  Long  ” 

It  iTirtkes  two  handsome  volumes,  octavo,  and 
is  accompanied  with  a beautiful  atlas,  containing 
maps  and  prints  elegintly  executed.  The  com* 
piler  is  Dr.  Edxvin  James,  botanist  and  geologist  to 
the  expedition,  and  tiie  compilation  is  made  from 
the  notes  of  the  author,  and  of  major  Long,  IMr. 
T.  Say,  and  other  gentlemen,  of  the  exploring 
party,  it  is  a very  valuable  work,  and  abounds  with 
interesting  information  of  the  manners  and  habits 
of  the  liiuians,  and  the  geograpliy,  geology,  botany 
of  the  regions  traversed,  with  ample  notices  of  its 
animals,  natural  curiosities,  See.  It  will,  no  doubt,  be 
extensively  read.  Those  whose  opinion  is  mtic>>.  to 
be  respected,  have  spoken  of  it  as  being  very  su- 
perior in  its  cotnposition  to  the  usual  works  of  its 
nature,  which,  of  necessity,  must  have  some  dry  de- 
tails of  facts,  not  subject  to  embellishment. 

We  present  to  our  readers  a short  extract  from 
the  work: 

“I'he  Pawnee  Loups,  heretofore  exhibited  the 
singular  anomaly,  amongst  the  American  natives, 
of  a people  addicted  to  the  inhuman,  superstitious 
uite,  of  making  propitiatory  offerings  of  human 
victims  to  Venus,  the  great  star.  The  origin  of  thi^ 
sanguinary  sacrifice  is  unknown:  probably  it  exist- 
ed  previously  to  their  intercourse  with  the  white 
traders.  This  soUmn  ceremony  was  performed 
annually,  and  immediately  preceded  their  horticul- 
tural operations,  for  the  success  of  which  it  ap- 
pears to  have  been  instituted.  A breach  of  this 
duty,  the  performance  of  which  they  believed  to 
be  required  by  the  great  star,  it  was  supposed 
would  be  succeeded  by  the  total  failure  of  their 
crops  of  maizej  beans,  and  pumpkins,  and  the  con- 
sequent total  privation  of  their  vegetable  food. 

“To  obviate  a national  calamity  so  lormidable, 
any  person  was  at  liberty  to  offer  up  a prisoner  of 
either  sex,  that  by  his  prowess  in  war  he  had  be- 
come possessed  of. 

“The  devoted  individual  was  clothed  in  the  gayest 
and  most  costly  attire;  profusely  supplied  with  the 
choicest  food,  and  constantly  attended  by  the  Magi, 
who  anticipated  all  his  wants,  cautiously  concealed 
from  him  the  real  object  of  their  sedulous  atten- 
tions, and  endeavored  to  preserve  his  mind  in  a 
state  of  cheerfulness,  with  the  view  of  promoting 
obesity,  and  thereby  rendering  the  sacrifice  more 
acceptable  to  their  Ceres. 

•‘When  the  victim  was  thus  sufficiently  fattened 
for  their  purpose,  a suitable  day  was  appointed  for 
the  performance  of  the  rite,  that  the  whole  nation 
might  attend. 

“The  victim  was  bound  to  across,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  assembled  nriullitude,  when  a solemn 
dance  was  performed,  and,  after  some  other  cere- 
monies, the  warrior,  whose  prisoner  he  had  been, 

( leaved  his  head  with  the  tomahawk,  and  his  spee- 
dy death  was  insured  by  numerous  arcliers,  who 
penetrated  his  body  with  their  arrow's. 

“.\  trader  informed  us  that  the  squaws  cut  pieces 
of  fits’i  from  the  deceased,  with  which  they  greas* 
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ed  their  hoes,-  but  this  was  denied  by  another,  who 
had  been  present  at  one  of  these  sacrifices.  How- 
ever, this  may  be,  the  ceremony  was  believed  to 
have  called  down  a blessing  upon  their  labors  of 
the  held,  and  they  proceeded  to  planting  without 
delay. 

“i'he  present  mild  and  humane  chief  of  the  na- 
lion,  Latelesba,  or  knife-chiefs  has  long  regarded 
this  sacrifice  as  an  unnecessary  and  cruel  exhibition 
of  power,  exercised  upon  unfortunate  and  defence- 
less individuals,  whom  they  were  bound  to  protect, 
and  he  vainly  endeavored  to  abolish  it  by  philan- 
thropic admonitions, 

«‘An  letan  woman  who  was  brought  captive  into 
the  village,  was  doomed  to  the  great  star  by  the 
warrior  whose  property  she  had  become  oy  the 
fate  of  war.  She  underwent  the  usual  prepara- 
tions, and  on  the  appointed  day  wasled  to  the  cross 
amidst  a great  concourse  of  people,  as  eager,  per- 
haps, as  their  civilized  fellow  men  to  witness  the 
horrors  of  an  execution.  The  victim  was  bound 
to  the  cross  with  thongs  of  skin,  and  the  usual 
ceremonies  being  performed^  her  dread  of  a more 
terrible  death,  was  about  to  be  terminated  by  the 
tomahawk  and  the  arrow.  At  this  critical  juncture, 
Petalesharoo,  (son  of  the  knife-chief),  stepped  for-  j 
ward  into  the  area,  and,  in  a hurried  but  firm  man- 
ner,  declared  that  it  was  his  father’s  wish  to  abol- 1 
ish  this  sacrifice;  that  for  himself,  he  had  present- 
ed himself  before  them,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  j 
down  his  life  upon  the  spot,  or  of  releasing  the  vie-  j 
tim.  He  then  cut  the  cords  which  bound  her  to 
the  cross,  carried  her  swiftly  through  the  crowd  to 
a horse,  which  he  presented  to  her,  and  having 
mounted  another  himself,  he  conveyed  her  beyond 
the  reach  of  immediate  pursuit;  when,  after  having 
suppliediher  with  food,  and  admonishing  her  to  make 
the  best  of  her  way  to  her  own  nation,  which  was 
at  the  distance  ot  at  least  four  hundred  miles,  he 
was  constrained  to  return  to  his  village.  The  eman- 
cipated letan  had,  however,  the  good  fortune,  on 
her  journey  of  the  subsequent  day,  to  meet  with  a 
war  party  of  her  own  people,  by  whom  she  was 
conveyed  to  her  family  in  safety.” 

Brooks*  Gazetteer.  A new  edition  of  this  cele- 
brated work,  considerably  enlarged,  and  published 
under  chage  of  that  well  known  anfl  able  lecturer  on 
geography  and  history,  Mr.  William  Darby,  is  about 
to  appear  at  Philadelphia.  The  parts  that  belong  to 
foreign  countries  have  been  corrected  or  improved, 
and  what  relates  to  the  United  States  has  been 
newly  written,  especially  for  this  work;  and  the 
whole  is  adapted  to  the  present  state  of  things.  It 
shews  the  population  of  every  county  in  the  dif 
ferent  states,  as  put  down  in  the  tables  of  census  for 
1800  and  1820,  and  has  a classification  of  the  popu 
lation  as  inserted  in  those  tables;  and,  in  all  that  re- 
gards our  own  country,  or  other  countries  of  North 
and  South  America,  this  Gazetteer  must  be  consid- 
cred  as  equal  to  any  other  that  can  now  be  publish- 
ed — Mr.  Darby  being  devoted  to  the  extension  of 
geographical  information — patient,  laborious  and 
persevering,  as  is  shewn  in  all  his  works.  The  de- 
scriptive matter  exceeds  1100  pages  of  closely  print- 
ed octavo. 

Of  the  utility  of  works  of  this  sort,  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary to  say  any  thing— and  we  believe  that  that 
which  at  present  interests  us  will  not  fail  to  meet 
the  best  expectations  of  the  friends  of  the  edi- 
tor and  publishers,  and  the  public  at  large. 

Tux  piofTEERs.  It  was  announced  in  the  New 
York  papers,  that  this  long-expected  work  would 


be  ready  for  delivery  the  next  morning — and,  by  12 
o’clock  on  that  day,  the  publisher  had  given  out 
thirty  jive  hundred  copies!  This  is,  indeed  “some- 
thing new,”  in  the  United  States.  From  the  speci- 
mens that  we  have  seen  of  this  work,  it  does  not 
appear  likely  to  fail  in  a comparison  with  the  best 
product  of  the  “wizzard  of  the  north,”  as  the  author 
of  the  Scotch  novels  is  called,  by  way  of  eminence. 

*‘Tue  Srr.”  In  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
a petition  has  been  presented  by  David  Gray,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  extraordinary  services  per- 
formed in  the  revolutionary  war.  fbe  Boston 
Centinel  says — “It  appears,  from  evidence  produc- 
ed by  the  petitioner,  that  he  was  employed  during 
the  revolutionary  war  to  act  as  a spy,  and  is  the 
identical  personage  so  celebrated  in  the  popular 
novel  of  the  “Spy,”  under  the  name  of  Harvey 
Birch.” 

Important.  A letter  from  London,  dated  Nov. 
23,  published  in  one  of  the  New  York  papers  says — 
“A  great  object  of  curiosity  i^  now  preparing  on  the 
Thames — a new  steam  vessel,  intended  for  Calcut- 
ta. Her  engine  and  boiler  occupies  only  one  fifth 
j part  of  the  usual  space;  her  furnace  consumes  her 
own  smoke;  will  perform  v/ith  one  bushel  what  for- 
1 mevly  took  one  chaldron  of  coals;  her  boiler  is  con- 
{ structed  to  return  its  own  steam,  without  one  parti- 
{ cle  escaping,  so  that  once  filled  it  is  enough  for  the 
1 voyage,  which  it  is  calculated  she  will  perform  in 
36  or  40  days.  The  invention  is  American — Per- 
kins is  the  man,  who  does  honor  to  his  country. — 
In  two  months  time  this  vessel  will  sail,  (or  go),  for 
Calcutta.” 

Lonbevitv.  During  the  year  1822,  there  died 
in  the  city  of  Charleston,  four  individuals  who  were 
more  than  100  years  old.  Population  24,780. 

In  many  countries,  it  is  regarded  as  a matter  of 
no  small  interest  to  ascertain  and  make  due  returns 
of  the  ages  of  all  persons  deceased,  not  merely  to 
gratify  a laudable  curiosity,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  some  points  that  may  be  important  to 
the  living.  There  is  no  general  regulation  on  this 
subject  in  the  United  States,  or  in  any  of  the  states? 
yet,  by  examining  the  obituary  notices  contained 
in  the  comparatively  few  newspapers  received  at 
the  office  of  the  Register,  we  propose  to  attempt 
a monthly  collection  of  persons  dying  who  had 
reached  the  age  of  100  years  or  upwards,  though 
entirely  satisfied  that  these  means  are  inadequate 
to  furnish  any  thing  naore  than  a very  partial  view 
of  the  rightful  aggregate  of  such  persons. 

JYotices  of  the  decease  of  aged  persons  as  contamedin 

the  nexuspapers  received  at  the  office  of  the  Register^ 

during  the  month  of  January  1823. 

In  Franklin  co.  Pennsylvania,  Elizabeth  Camp- 
bell, aged  104— several  of  her  relatives  had  reached 
100.  At  Troy,  N.  Y.  Ann  Fowler  100.  At  Tyngs- 
boro*  N.  Y.  Abigail  Hadlock  104.  At  Somers,  N. 
Y.  Michael  Makeel  103.  At  Rutland,  Oswego,  N. 
Y.  Mrs.  Buroy,  110.  At  Brunswick,  Maine,  gen. 
James  W.  Ryan  107 — his  wife  is  yet  living,  aged 
94;  they  were  married  together  75  years  before 
his  death.  At  Georgetown,  Col.  Yarrow,  a Moor, 
(supposed)  135!  At  the  city  of  New  York,  a wo- 
man,  a native  of  St.  Domingo,  106.  At  Sargus, 
Mass.  Mrs.  Edwards,  101.  In  Edgecomb  county, 
N.  C.  William  Spicer,  aged  about  112.  In  Boston, 
William  Homer,  116, 

iXj=Mr.  Jacob  Mathies,  aged  111,  was  lately  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Sellars,  aged  119,  in  Duplin  county, 
North  Carolina— so  sray  the  newspapera. 
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New  York.  The  nomination  by  the  g-overnor 
of  JVathan  Sanford,  as  chancellor  of  the  state,  was 
unanimously  ratified  by  tlie  senate;  but  those  of 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  were  dissented 
from — for  Ambrose  Spencer  o ayes,  against  him  28; 
for  judge  Platt,  2,  against  him  29— judge  Wood- 
worth  was  also  rejected  by  a bare  majority,  John 
Savage  has  been  appointed  chief  judge  and  Jacob 
Sutherland  an  associate;  Samuel  U.  Betts  who  had 
been  named,  was  rejected. 

More  gooh  news! — Bills  of  the  bank  of  the  com* 
monwealth  of  Kentucky,  to  an  amount  of  ^^even 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  were  burnt  at  Frar  o.fort 
on  the  15th  ult.  in  the  presence  of  suitable  persons 
duly  appointed  to  see  that  the  conflagration  was 
properly  made.  A few  more  good  fires  like  this, 
and  we  shall  begin  to  expect  remittances  from  our 
friends  in  Kentucky— whose  arrears  amount  to  a 
distressing  aggregate  at  this  time. 

The  Potomac.  A grand  project  is  on  foot  to  ca- 
nal this  noble  river  from  Cumberland  to  the  tide 
water.  The  cost  is  estimated  at  1,500,000  dollars, 
and  the  plan  is  that  the  United  .States,  and  the 
states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  shall  each  take  a 
third  part  of  the  sum»  The  affair  is  before  the  le- 
gislature of  Maryland — but  the  state  is  too  much 
reduced  in  its  means  to  accord  with  the  scheme. 

The  Roanoke  canae,  says  the  Norfolk  Herald,  is 
completed  to  the  basin  at  Rock  Landing,  and 
there  now  remains  no  obstacle  to  the  transporta- 
tion of  px'oduce  from  above  the  falls  of  Roanoke  to 
this  place. — In  one  word,  that  work,  which  has 
been  so  long  a subject  of  solicitude,  anxiety  and  in- 
terest, is  complete. 

Fire.  There  was  a large  and  very  destructive  fire 
at  Norfolk  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  ult.  One 
person  was  burnt  to  death  in  the  house  in  which  it 
originated,  supposed  to  have  been  sufi'ocated  by 
the  smoke.  Another  was  killed  and  several  dan- 
gerously mangled  and  hurt  by  the  falling  of  walls 
and  chimnies.  The  fire  was  arrested  by  the  6/ow- 
ing  tip  of  a building.  One  would  think  that  the  fre- 
quent  fatal  accidents  that  have  occurred  by  the  fall 
of  chimnies  and  walls,  would  put  the  people  on 
their  guard  against  them,  at  a time  of  fire. 

CAstTAiTiEs.  We  have  lately  seen  mentioned 
several  cases  of  young  ladies  being  burnt  to  death 
in  consequence  of  their  clothes  taking'  fire.  It 
may  be  well  to  repeat  what  has  so  often  been  said, 
that  if  the  person,  whose  clothes  are  on  fire,  has 
not  sufficient  presence  of  mind  to  fail  flat  on  the 
floor,  whoever  is  present  should  first  of  all  effect 
their  prostration,  and  then  use  means  to  extinguish 
the  fire,  by  rolling  them  up  in  a carpet  or  close- 
ly wrapping  a man’s  coat,  (if  nothing  more  fitting 
is  at  hand),  over  the  parts  in  a flame. 

Explosion.  Six  persons  were  killed  on  Thurs- 
day last  week,  and  several  badly  wounded,  by  an 
explosion  at  Eden  Park  powder  mills,  near  Wil- 
mington, Delaware.  Two  horses  were  also  killed. 
The  building  in  which  the  principal  part  of  the  pow- 
der was  deposited  did  not  explode,  or  it  is  thought 
that  the  destruction  would  have  been  much 
greater. 

Brown  University,  R.  I.  Nicholas  Brown  has 
erected  during  the  last  season,  wholly  at  his  own 
expensp,  an  elegant  brick  building,  four  stories 


high,  120  feet  in  length,  40  feet  in  breadth,  and 
containing  forty  eiglit  rooms,  which  he  has  pre- 
sented to  the  corporation  of  the  university,  to  be 
held  by  them,  with  the  other  corporate  property, 
according  to  their  charter.  The  corporation,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  liberal  donor,  have  named 
the  building  Hope  college. 

Convicts — at  Botany  Bay.  The  London  papers 
contain  along  statement  of  a case  the  substance  of 
which  is  as  tollows:  a young  man  aged  about  20, 
named  Magire,  son  of  a respectable  gentleman  at 
Enniskillen,  was  seized  as  a rebel  in  1798,  and  ac- 
quitted on  the  trial.  But  immediately  on  his  acquit- 
tal,  he  was  seized,  placed  on  board  a transport  and 
sent  off  to  Botany  Bay,  where  he  has  remained 
ever  since,  being  refused  liberty  to  return!  TJie 
father  neglected  his  business  and  died  broken 
hearted,  and  the  whole  family  appears  to  have  been 
ruined  in  consequence  of  these  tyrannical  proceed- 
ings. — 

Napoleon’s*  MOTHER,  ^ome,  October  12. — Who 
would  have  believed,  thirty  years  ago,  that  a sim- 
ple country  woman  of  Ajaccio,  afterwards  rather 
unfortunate  at  Marseilles,  would,  in  the  year  1822, 
have  made  a solemn  public  testament  in  Rome,  by 
which,  after  having  constituted  her  grandson  a 
pretended  king — her  heir,  she  should  leave  a lega- 
cy of  150,000  crow’ns  to  each  of  her  children,  Jo- 
seph, Lucien,  Louis,  Jerome,  Elizabeth,  Pauline, 
Caroline,  and  Hortense,  besides  25,000  crowns  as 
a supplementary  dowry  to  each  of  the  four  chil- 
dren of  I.ucien:  item,  a palace  and  splendid  furni- 
ture to  a brother  now  decorated  with  the  purple 
and  loaded  with  riches  and  honor.?  • 

Titles.  Letter  from  the  governor  of  Illinois  to 
the  editors  of  the  Illinois  Intelligencer,  dated  Van- 
dalia,  Dec  10, 1822 — 

Gentlemen — Our  state  constitution  gives  to  the 
person,  exercising  the  functions  of  the  executive , 
the  appellation  of  Governor — a title  which  is  spe- 
cific, intelligible,  and  republican,  and  amply  suffi- 
cient  to  denote  the  dignity  of  the  office.  In  your 
last  paper  you  have  noticed  me  by  the  addition  of 
**his  excellency,^*  an  aristocratical  and  high  sound- 
ing adjunct,  which  I am  sorry  to  say  has  become  too 
common  among  us,  not  only  in  newspaper  annuncia- 
tions, but  in  the  addressing  of  letters,  and  even  in 
familiar  discourse.  R is  a practice  disagreeable  to 
my  feelings  and  inconsistent,  as  I think,  with  the 
dignified  simplicity  of  freemen,  and  to  the  nature 
of  the  vocation  of  those  to  whom  it  is  applied.— 
And  having  made  it  a rule  through  life  to  address 
no  one  as  his  excellency,  or  the  honorable,  or  by 
any  such  unmeaning  title,  I trust,  I shall  be  par- 
doned  for  asking  it  as  a favor  of  you,  and  my  fel- 
low citizens  generally,  not  to  apply  them  to  me.  I 
am,  &c.  &c.  EDWARD  COLES. 

Messrs.  Brown  & Berry,  editors 

of  the  Illinois  Intelligencer, 

FOREIGN  NEWS, 

Great  Britain,  Lord  Byron’s  “Vision  of  Judg- 
ment,” has  been  pronounced  a blasphemous  libel, 
by  the  grand  jury  of  Middlesex. 

A band  of  smugglers  has  lately  been  broken  up 
in  England,  whose  chief  had  200  men  under  his 
command.  The  income  of  the  marquis  of  Stafford 
is  rated  at  \Q0QI.  per  day,  a great  part  of  which  is 
derived  from  the  profit  of  canals. 

France.  The  prince  of  Conde  has  placed  200,000 
francs  in  the  hands  of  a person  for  the  purchase  of 
hnntivg  dogs.  “The  Bourbons  are  restored.” 
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The  latest  accounts  go  to  shew  that  France  will, 
at  least,  consider  the  matter  well  before  she  inter-  | 
feres,  by  arms,  in  the  alfairs  of  Spam.  The  “rumors  i 
of  war”  were  subsiding.  Yet  many  things  are  men-  j 
tinned  that  bear  a hostile  aspect,  stock 

jobbing  and  trading  communities  are  now  so  much  ' 
interested  in  these  matters,  that  what  might  other- ' 
wise  be  regarded  as  credible  intelligence  is  hardly  ^ 
Worth  notice.  j 

'I  he  king  has  issued  an  ordinance  which  declares  I 
that  “the  Faculty  of  medic'uie  at  Paris  is  suppres- 1 
sed.”  By  this  act,  25  medical  men  of  the  first  j 
class  are  deprived  of  their  places,  and  about  4,000 
students  of  their  source  of  information.  The  lat- 1 
ter  must  now  seek  instruction  at  other  schools. 
The  students,  it  appears,  are  suspected  of  entertain 
i.  ‘ liberal  sentiments,  such  as  have  prevailed  in 
many  of  the  German  universities;  and  to  be  suspect- 
ed even  of  thinking  otherwise  than  is  fashionable  ! 
at  the  court,  is  one  of  the  highest  offences  that ' 
Frenchmen,  (rapidly  approaching  their  old  condi- ' 
tion  of  “slaves”),  can  commit,  in  these  “legitimate” 
times.  I 

Spain.  The  priests  of  this  country,  being  the  chief 
instigators  of  revolt  and  murder,  have  been  taken 
under  the  special  care  of  the  cortes.  Many  of  them 
have  been  formally  banished.  1,200  of  them,  be- 
sides monks  and  friars,  had  joined  the  “army  of 
the  faith.”  This  force,  when  hotly  pursued,  finds  a 
refuge  m France,  which  Mina  had  as  yet  respected. 

Turkey.  It  is  stated  in  a way  that  inspires  be- 
lief, that  Cbourschid  Pacha  had  proposed  an  armis- 
tice to  the  provisional  government  of  Greece — and 
they  had  agreed  to  one  for  six  months,  provided 
the  Turks  should  evacuate  Thessaly,  and  that  all 
the  fortresses  that  they  held  in  the  Morea,  as  well 
as  that  Arta  and  Prevesa,  should  be  given  up  to  the 
Greeks.  These  were  regarded  as  very  severe  con- 
ditions  and  it  is  not  known  whether  they  have  been 
acceded  to. 

It  is  agreed,  that  in  the  late  campaign,  the  Turks 
entirely  failed — both  by  land  and  sea. 

Buenos  Ayres  appears  to  have  settled  down  into 
a quiet  and  prosperous  condition — in  consequence, 
perhaps,  of  the  government  having  “nearly  upset 
the  friars” — whose  power,  and  that  of  the  priests, 
they  have  wisely  resolved  to  reduce. 

Colombia.  There  was  a dreadful  gale  at  Laguira 
about  the  21st  Dec.  Nineteen  sail  of  vessels,  many 
of  them  very  valuable,  went  ashore  and  were 
v/recked  the  cargoes  chiefly  lost,  and  about  60 
lives.  The  U S.  frigate  Congress  was  the  only 
man  of  war  in  port  and  the  only  vessel  that  rode 
out  the  gale,  with  the  loss,  however,  of  all  her  an 
chors  save  one.  She  has  since  arrived  at  Curracoa. 
It  is  asserted  that  the  famous  Spanish  frigate  Li- 
gera  has  been  lost:  but  the  account  is  uncertain. 

Com.  Daniels,  with  his  squadron,  was  cruising  off 
Porto  Cabello,  and  had  captured  the  Spanish  fri 
gate  Maria  Francisco,  of  32  guns  and  400  men,  200 
of  them  supernumeraries,  from  Havana  for  Porto 
Cabello.  She  is  a fine  vessel  and  had  about  30,000 
dollars  on  board.  Daniels  had,  a short  time  before, 
captured  the  corvette  Maria  There.sa,  of  29  9 
pounders  and  200  men,  with  25,000  dollars  on 
board,  also  from  Havana  for  Maracaybo — she  had 
two  merchant  brigs  under  convoy,  laden  with  pro- 
visions, which  were  likewise  taken.  As  a reverse 
to  this  the  Spaniards  have  captured  an  American 
ship  from  London  for  Laguira,  mounting  9 guns; 
which  had  or.  board  5000  muskets,  1400  carbines, 
50  pieces  brass  ordinance,  400  bbs.  gun  powder, 
with  a quantity  of  pistols,  ball,  &c.  &c. 


The  reports  of  the  success  and  condition  of  the 
contending  parties  at  Maracaybo,  Coro,  &c,  are  so 
contradictory  that  we  cannot  make  out  the  facts. 
Both  parties  are  said  to  have  gained  some  late  vic- 
tories. Bolivar,  however,  was  advancing  from  the 
interior  with  a force  that,  it  was  believed,  would 
soon  capture  Morales,  whose  e.scape  by  sea  does 
not  now  seem  jiracticable,  from  the  superior  naval 
force  of  the  Colombians.  Some  Bi  itii^h  government 
vessels  had  proceeded  to  Maracaybo  to  demand 
of  Morales  the  j^roperty  which  he  had  seized,  to 
the  amount,  it  is  said,  ot  near  tliree  millions,  be- 
loin^-'igto  British  subjects. 


Hate  of  Exchange,  &c. 

Mr.  Niles — 1 have  read  loc  remarks  of  your 
correspondent ‘T,’  in  answer  to  my  former  commu- 
nication, on  the  sub  ject  of  the  exportation  of  specie 
and  the  rate  of  exchange.  The  courteous  s yle  of 
the  writer  demands  my  acknowledgements;  and, 
although  I have  no  idea  of  accepting  his  invitation 
to  a correspondence  for  the  winter^  I feel  bound,  in 
civility,  to  furnish  him  the  further  explanations  he 
has  asked  for.  I will  begin  with  the  subject  of  ex- 
change, as  most  easily  despatched— for,  after  read- 
ing over  the  very  diffuse  remarks  of  your  corres- 
pondent, with  the  utmost  attention,  I can  make 
nothing  of  them,  but  that  he  referred  to  the  nomi- 
nal or  custom  house  par,  whilst  my  observations 
were  directed  to  the  real  or  true  par.  1 undertook 
to  shew  that  the  evstom-house  par,  or  the  par  of 
common  parlance,  is  merely  a nominal  par,  and  to 
shew  what  is  the  truey  real,  intrinsic,  actual,  and,  if 
‘T’  pleases,  *‘p^aciical*’  par.  In  doing  so,  I suppos- 
ed I was  meeting  the  question  proposed;  and  J can 
hardly  think,  even  now,  that  your  correspondent, 
when  propounding  that  question,  had  precisely  the 
same  idea  ot  the  par  of  exchange  which  he  now 
expresses.  His  original  question,  as  now  explained, 
will  stand  thus:  fs  a rate  of  exchange,  nominally  13 
per  cent,  above  par,  but  really  and  intrinsically  at 
par,  advantageous,  or  otherwise,  to  the  operations 
of  commerce.?  Such  a question*,  certainly,  would 
never  liave  brought  me  *Hipon  paper. I cannot  see 
the  point  or  bearing  of  it,  and  cannot  but  think  it 
would  appear  childish  to  attempt  to  answer  it. — 
There  is  no  discrepancy  between  my  observations 
on  the  subject  of  exchange,  and  those  expressed 
by  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  very  elaborate  report  on 
weights  and  measures.  On  the  contrary,  I will  ac- 
knowledge their  **fallacy,’*  when  such  discrepancy 
is  pointed  out.  Since  the  writing  of  Mr.  Adams' 
essay,  the  currency  of  Great  Britain  has  become, 
and  is  now,  truly  and  practically  gold,  not  paper. 
The  price  of  gold,  in  London,  has,  for  nearly  a 
twelvemonth,  been  below  the  mint  price.  Your 
correspondent  is  mistaken  in  calling  ,^4.44  the  le- 
giftl  par,  in  any  other  respect  than  for  the  purpose 
of  estimating  ad  valorem  duties  on  importation.  It 
has  been  long  settled  in  our  courts,  and  I presume 
in  other  stales,  that  a person  sued  on  a promise  to 
pay  .£1000  sterling,  must  pay  as  many  dollars  as  will 
buy  £1000 — and  so  of  any  otlier  foreign  currency. 
He  is  also  mistaken,  in  supposing  that  the  ra!te  of 
exchange  can  never  vary  from  the  real  par — or  that 
an  ounce  of  silver,  in  New  York  or  Boston,  should 
be  always  worth  an  ounce  of  silver  in  London.  The 
variation  is  often  2,  3,  and  even  5 percent,  above 
or  below  the  real  par,  although  the  expense  of  trans- 
mitting it  is  scarcely  over  one  per  cent.  I have, 
then,  only  to  answer,  to  the  reiterated  inquiry,  that 
the  present  rale  of  exchange  is  as  favorable  to  com- 
merce as  any  given  rate  ivhatever.  There  is  no  (m- 
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mediate  connection  between  the  rate  of  exchange 
and  the  success  of  commerce.  Commercial  enter 
prizes  are  founded  on  the  existing,  or  anticipated, 
rate  of  exchange^ — it  is  only  unforeseen  liuOuations 
which  derange  the  calculations  of  the  merchant, 
and  may,  therefore,  be  considered  unfavorable  to 
commerce.  ‘ reminds  me  that  I omitted  to  an- 
swer his  third  question,  whether  “the  exportation 
of  specie,  more  than  we  import,  combined  with  the 
present  rate  of  exchange,  promotes  or  retards  the 
prosperity  of  the  country?”  Having  expressed  my 
views  on  each  subject  separately,  it  seemed  to  me 
superfluous  to  do  more.  I will  only  add,  that  I see 
nothing  in  these  causes,  singhj  or  combined,  unfavor- 
able to  our  commerce  or  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  I can  form  no  conception  of  a cause  or 
causes  “which  can  benefit  commerce,  and,  at  the 
same  ti  ne,  ruin  the  country.” 

I proceed  to  the  more  complicated  and  interest 
ing  subject— the  distresses  of  1819  ‘T’  inquires 

what  I mean  by  calling  that  year  disastrous?  I will 
inform  him,  by  giving  my  views  of  the  nature  and 
cause  of  the  embarrassments  of  that  year,  and  trust 
they  may  not  prove  altogether  uninteresting  to 
your  readers. 

The  great  and  moving  cause  of  the  paralysis  of 
commerce  in  that  year,  was  the  change  which  took 
place  in  the  circulating  medium  in  Europe.  For 
the  correctness  of  the  facts  which  I am  about  toj 
state  in  support  of  that  opinion,  1 refer  to  the  “re- 
port from  the  secret  committee  of  the  British  par- 
liament, on  the  expediency  of  the  bank  [of  Eng- 
land] resuming  cash  payments,  with  the  minutes  of 
evidence  before  them,” — made  and  published  in 
May,  1819.  I will  first  advert  to  the  state  of  the 
currency  of  England,  at  the  commencement  of  that 
year.  The  restriction  on  cash  payments,  by  the 
bank  of  England,  had  been  continued  for  one  year, 
from  July,  1818,  to  July,  1819— it  was  understood 
that  the  question  of  cash  payments  was  to  be  finally 
.settled  in  the  interim.  The  governor  of  the  bank 
publicly  declared,  at  a quarterly  meeting  of  the 
proprietors,  on  the  5th  October,  1818,  that,  “if  the 
bank  did  not  return  to  cash  payments  in  July  next, 
it  would  not  be  the  fault  of  the  bank.*^  There  can 
be  little  doubt  that  this  bravado  was  thrown  out  in 
in  the  hope  a clamour  might  be  excited  in  the  pub- 
lic, on  account  of  the  embarrassments  likely  to  re- 
sult from  the  measures  then  taking  by  the  bank,  in 
order  to  reduce  the  circulating  medium,  which 
might  induce  parliament  to  continue  the  paper 
system — indefinitely,  perhaps.  At  any  rate,  the 
circulation  of  bank  of  England  notes  had  been  re  - 
duced, in  the  six  months  ending  Jan.  1,  1819,  up- 
wards of  three  millions — and  so  great  was  the  scar- 
city of  money  in  January  and  February,  that  the  best 
bills  could  not  be  discounted  by  the  London  bank- 
ers. It  is  stated  by  Samuel  Gurney,  a bill  broker, 
on  the  9th  March,  that  “several  times  lately  there 
was'not  a banking  house  in  London  that  would  part 
with  rf  10,000  till  the  following  day.”  We  will  now 
look  at  the  state  of  things  on  the  continent.  The 
French  indemnity  loan,  equal  to  /,27,000.000  st*g. 
had  been  negociated  in  the  summer  of  1818:  Aus- 
tria, Russia  and  Prussia  sold  out  their  proportion  of 
this  stock,  and  created  further  loans  of  their  own, 
to  the  amount  of  f.11,000,000  sterling,  for  the  pur 
pose  of  replacing  a part,  at  least,  of  their  paper 
currency  with  a new  coinage.  The  gold  and  silver 
transmitted  to  Austria  and  Russia,  in  that  year, 
is  stated  at  f.20,000,000  st’g;  to  Denmark  3,500.000, 
and  a further  sum,  not  estimated,  to  Prussia.*  The 

'1  quote  the  following  from  the  evidence  of  Win. 


effect  of  this  drain  of  specie  was  first  felt  at  Paris, 
by  the  bank  of  France— the  specie  in  their  vaults 
w’us  reduced,  in  three  month.s,  from  117,000,000  of 
francs  to  34.000,000;  in  consequence  of  which  they 
suddenly  and  violently  reduced  their  discomus. — 
The  shock  was  tremendous — in  the  words  of  .lolm 
Irving,  esq.  page  133,  -“the  panic  of  Pans  spread 
with  instant  and  rapid  effect  to  Amsterdam,  to  H.un- 
burg,  to  Franefort,  to  Leipsic,  to  Vienna,  and  every 
other  commercial  place  in  the  north  of  Germar.y; 
interest  rose  to  nine  and  ten  per  cent.”  fee  &c. 

The  paper  system  of  England,  which  had  existed 
twenty  five  years,  had  communicated  an  artifi  lal 
inflation  to  all  commercial  property.  Speciilaturs 
had  been  enabled  to  controiil  the  prices  of  all  -he 
staple  commodities,  and  had  run  them  up  to  unna- 
tural prices,  thereby  exciting  over-production  and 
over  trading.  A few  months  of  violent  and  conii- 
luial  pressure,  acting  simultaneously  and  sympathe- 
tically, in  the  cities  of  Paris,  Amsterdam  and  Lon- 
don, were  suflicieBt  to  prostrate  this  fabric  of  spe- 
culation. Numerous  failures,  and  to  an  immense 
amount,  destroyed  confidence  and  paralyzed  trade. 
The  result,  as  stated  in  my  former  communication, 
was  a reduction  in  the  value  of  commercial  property, 
produce,  manufactures  and  shipping;  which  nas 
been  estimated,  by  intelligent  merchants  in  Eng- 
land, at  40  per  cent,  on  the  average. 

Tlie  reduction  in  value  was  universal.  Every 
merchant,  in  every  part  of  the  world,  holding  ships 
or  merchandise,  found  their  value  sink  in  his  hands, 
in  a greater  or  less  <legree,  not  varying  materially 
from  the  ratio  1 liave  named.  'I'he  measures  adopt, 
ed  in  1819,  which  have  since  been  carried  into  ef- 
fect for  restoring  a specie  currency  to  England, 
have  given  permanency  to  these  i-cduced  prices, 
or,  in  other  words,  to  this  appreciation  of  currency, 
from  which  few  articles  have  risen,  although  many 
have  continued  to  fall — seeking  their  true  level. 

In  the  United  States,  this  change  was  felt  uni- 
versally and  severely,  by  the  merchants— and,  with 
the  exception  of  New  England,  by  all  other  classes 
of  the  community.  We  too,  with  that  exception, 
having,  since  1814,  adopted  a paper  system,  were 
beguiled  by  the  semblance  of  prosperity  whicli  the 
nommal  rise  of  property,  but  real  depreciation  of 
currency  presents;  and  although  we  had,  apl)areni~ 
ly^  returned  to  a specie  currency  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  national  bank,  it  was  only  in  n/>- 
pearance;  the  whole  system  was  artificial:  instead 
of  reducing  the  value  of  property  to  a specie  cur- 
rency, the  attempt  was  made  to  blow  up  a currency 
of  gold  and  silver  to  the  puffy  consistence  of  the 
paper  which  preceded  it.  This  exj)eriment  was 
made  to  succeed  for  a year  or  two,  by  the  expedient 
of  loans  of  specie  obtained  in  Europe  by  the  United 
States  bank,  and  the  system  of  accommodations  to 
other  banks,  of  tender  credit,  adopted  by  that  ia- 

Waldimand,  esq.  page  76,  as  shewing  an  extreme 
case  of  exchange  being  above  the  real  par: 

Ques.  Explain  the  nature  of  the  demand  for  gold 
from  Russia,  to  which  you  liave  referred  iu  a former 
answer? 

Ans,  There  was  a profit  of  nearly  8 to  10  per 
cent,  to  be  made  in  sending  gold  from  France  to 
St.  Petersburg;  a profit  in  the  precious  metals,  in 
their  transmission  from  one  cou.itry  to  another, 
1 believe  before  unheard  of.  When  1 was  in  Paris, 
I sent  two  parcels,  one  of  300, OOa francs,  and  the 
other  of  400,000  francs — there  w^re  covresponding 
sums  seni  by  each  carriage,  by  the  two  bunkers 
with  whom  1 undertook  these  operations.  The  ex* 
pense  of  trausmisaion  wj^s  one  per  cent- 
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Btitution.  The  electric  shock  of  1819,  like  the 
touch  of  the  spear  of  Ithuriel,  brought  every  thing 
to  its  natural  and  true  dimensions.  Real  property, 
throughout  those  parts  of  the  country  which  had 
adopted  a paper  currency  during  the  war,  was  re- 
duced in  value  30,  40  and  50  per  cent.  This  infi- 
nitely increased  the  commercial  distresses  of  New- 
York,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  over  those  of  Bos- 
ton, which  had  stood  fast  in  the  integrity  of  a sound 
currency.  Fortunately,  and  almost  by  miracle,  as 
appears  by  the  recent  expose  of  Mr.  Cheves,  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  by  a change  of  system, 
was  enabled  to  weather  the  storm,  and  to  preserve 
a specie  currency  in  all  the  commercial  cities,  with 
the  exception  of  Charleston  and  Savannah — who 
are  contented  to  be  within  hailing  dista7ice,  keeping 
their  currency  from  2^  to  10  per  cent,  below  par. 
The  western  states  have  given  themselves  up  to 
the  terrible  scourge  of  a depreciated  currency,  with- 
out guide  or  lahchnark — it  will,  to  be  sure,  work  its 
own  cure,  but  through  toil,  immorality  and  crime. 

Having  thus  given  a condensed  general  view  of 
the  disastrous  year  1819,  I am  led,  by  the  course  of 
«T’s^  observations,  to  the  subject  of  the  failures  in 
Boston  in  June  and  July  last,  and  to  the  pressure 
for  money  which  preceded  them.  By  “purifying 
the  commercial  atmosphere,”  I certainly  mean  the 
removal,  by  failure,  of  insolvent  commercial  houses 
— a pressure  for  money  tends  to  expose  the  weak 
ness  and  cause  the  stoppage  of  such  houses.  This 
efiect  is  salutary,  and  such  w'as  its  effect  with  us. 
Not  a single  failure  took  place  where  the  parties 
were  not  deeply  insolvent.  As  these  failures  were 
great  in  number,  and  their  real  importance  has 
been  very  much  over-rated  at  a disttmce,  1 may  be 
allowed  to  state  a few  circumstances  in  relation  to 
them.  The  merchants  of  Boston  suffered  severely 
by  the  fall  of  prices  in  1819— their  capitals  were  re- 
duced, but  their  currency  having,  in  a great  mea- 
sure, preserved  them  from  over-trading,  these  ca- 
pitals sustained  them.  There  were  no  failures  of 
any  importance,  certainly  less  than  in  any  other 
commercial  city,  with  which  I am  acquainted.  The 
past  year,  however,  has  revealed  the  fact,  that 
three  or  four  respectable  houses,  although  able  to 
preserve  their  credit,  suffered  so  severely  in  that 
year,  as,  after  a few  further  losses  in  attempting  to 
retrieve  themselves,  to  cause  their  insolvency.  The 
other  failures  were,  1st,  brokers,  who  had  speculat- 
ed  largely  in  stock  of  the  United  Staites  bank,  with- 
out capital  to  bear  the  loss  on  its  sudden  deprecia- 
tion about  the  first  of  May — 2d,  specidative  traders, 
who  had  raised  an  artificial  credit,  and  entered  into 
extensive  and  hazardous  operations,  without  hav. 
ing  possessed  any,  or,  if  ahy,  very  little  real  capi- 
tal — 3dly,  and  far  the  most  numerous,  small  dealers, 
of  various  grades  and  characters,  some  the  victims 
of  the  large  speculators,  but,  mostly,  the  unskilful 
and  imprudent,  at  least  the  unsuccessful  competi- 
tors on  the  sharply  contested  field  of  trade,  who 
are  sure  to  accumulate  in  a long  perio^  of  easy  and 
unquestioned  credit.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  al- 
though a peculiar  stagnation  of  business  existed, 
during  the  always  stagnant  months  of  July  and  Au- 
gust, neither  these  failures  nor  the  pressure  for 
money  in  May,  produced  any  effect  on  the  price  of 
commodities,  or  the  trade  of  the  city;  on  the  pros 
perous  aspect  of  the  place;  on  real  estate,  or  on 
rents.  There  was  no  failure  of  any  person  having 
any  connection  with  the  importation  of  British  ma 
nufactures.  Let  me  add,  that  this  city,  the  most 
commercial,  in  proportion  to  population,  not  only  in 
the  United  States,  but  in  the  -world, — (witness  the 
amount  olJsduties  on  imports  the  last  year,  amount- 


ing to  §4, 400, 000,  or  §100  to  each  individual  inha- 
bitant— and  other  views,  more  conclusive,  may  be 
given) — this  city  is,  at  this  moment,  as  prosperous 
as  at  any  period  whatever.  Let  me  also  add,  for  the 
satisfaction  of  your  ccfrrespondent  ‘ I’,*  tliat  no  sen- 
sible addition  has  been  made  to  the  specie  of  our 
banks,  from  its  lowest  depression  in  June;  the 
present  return  to  the  governor  and  council,  made 
up  to  the  6th  inst.  giving  an  aggregate  of  §517,000 
against  §430,000,  on  the  first  Monday  in  June.  Per- 
haps it  will  astonish  ‘T’  to  be  informed  that  the 
daily  business,  transacted  at  these  same  banks,  will 
exceed  the  smallest  of  these  sums.  1 have  extend- 
ed this  communication  so  far,  that  I have  no  time 
to  apjiiy  the  view,  now  taken,  to  the  question  at 
issue  between  ‘T’  and  myself.  He  must  admit  that, 
iS  my  present  views  are  correct,  my  former  “co«c/«. 

is  correct  also — and  I am  ready  to  agree  that, 
whenever  his  prophecy  is  fulfilled,  that  the  year 
1823  will  prove  more  disastrous  than  1819,  1 will 
yield  him  the  palm. 

After  all,  Mr.  Niles,  I shall  trouble  you  again.  I 
have  something  to  say  on  the  balance  of  trade — and 
I suppose  the  profound  ‘Necker’  will  think  himself 
neglected,  if  1 do  not  give  him  a single  word  in  re- 
ply to  his  very  complimentary  notice  of  my  former 
communication.  A MERCHANT. 

JSoston,  January  22,  1823. 


Case  of  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton, 

PttlKTEUS  TO  CONOHESS. 

It  is  indispensable  to  the  national  honor  and  the 
public  safety,  that  the  documents  and  papers  laid 
before  congress  should  be  faithfully  printed,  as 
well  for  the  information  of  the  members  w'ho  im- 
mediately act  on  them,  as  for  the  intelligence  of 
the  people  who  have  to  abide  by  the  consequences 
of  such  acts.  One  would  hardly  suppose,  that  any 
person  was  so  base  as  wilfully  to  mutilate,  or  know- 
ingly alter,  the  meaning  of  such  papers — for  there 
is  a meanness  in  the  proceeding  so  derogatory  to 
the  character  of  man,  that  we  revolt  at  the  idea  of 
it.  Still  it  is  true,  that  a short  time  anterior  to  the 
late  war,  and  for  sometime  after  its  commence- 
ment, several  of  the  most  importslVit  public  docu- 
ments were  wretchedly  and  their  meaning 

entirely  changed  by  some  publishers  in  the  East, 
pretending  to  lay  before  their  readers  such  docu- 
ments in  extenso,  that  they  might  judge  the  conduct 
of  the  general  government.  It  was  only  by  acci- 
dent, in  my  attention  to  such  matters,  that  I disco- 
vered  four  or  five  flagrant  instances  of  the  nature 
just  stated — one  case,  1 well  recollect,  contained  a 
ne-w  made  paragraph,  on  which  the  point  of  the 
whole  paper  was  caused  to  depend — but  I did  not 
view  the  proceeding,  at  that  time,  in  the  light  that 
I now  do,  and  a thousand  times  since  have  repent- 
ed that  I did  not  specially  point  out  such  abomina- 
ble impositions  on  a portion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  to  lead  them  to  rally  round  thS^five. 
striped  fag,**  afterwards  hoisted.  But  yet,  1 have 
thought  that  the  house  of  representatives  took  up 
the  subject  in  a wrong  way— An  ano?iymous  charge 
has  been  made  against  Messrs  Gales  and  Seaton — 
they  ought  to  have  ascertained  its  truth,  if  they 
thought  it  necessary,  and  then  have  appealed  to  the 
house  for  their  own  justification.  What  is  the  pre- 
cedent established.^  If  the  house  will  thus  take  up 
the  affair  of  their  printers,  they  must,  in  like  man- 
ner, consider  all  charges  that  may  be  preferred 
against  any  other  of  their  officers,  the  clerk  or  his 
clerks,  the  sergeant  at  arms,  the  doorkeeper  and 
the  deputy  door  keeper,  &c.  and  especially  even-^ 
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hnputation  that  may  be  made  against  the  character  : 
of  one  of  their  own  members.  Some  of  these  are 
broadly  called  fools,  others  are  designated  as  knaves 
— unjustly.  I hop:",  in  all  cases;  but  is  congress  to 
appoint  committees  lo  investigate  any  and  every 
thing  that  may  thus  he  preferred.'*—  if  so,  there 
would  hardly  be  time  for  any  thing  else,  and  wit- 
nesses might  be  dragged  a thousand  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred times  to  give  testimony  on  cases  that  ought 
to  be  rectifi  d through  the  press.  All  of  our  pre- 
sidents and  secretaries  and  highest  public  func- 
tionaries, have  been  and  are  subject  to  such  impu- 
tations- will  the  house  of  representatives  agree  to 
“send  tor  persons  and  p.ipers*'  in  respect  to  either 
of  them,  in  virtue  of  anovymeus  accusations!  Why 
then,  in  the  case  of  the  printers? 

No  one  will  blame  Messrs  Gales  and  Seaton  for 
the  feeling  that  they  shewed  on  this  occasion. 
Tlieir  zeal  to  exonerate  tlremselves  was  essentially 
connected  with  a knowledge  of  their  own  honesty 
in  the  matter  stated.  Admitting,  for  the  sake  of 
the  argument  only,  that  they  were  totally  destitute 
of  moral  principle — how  is  it  possible  to  believe 
that  they  would  sacrifice  their  great  private  busi- 
ness and  valuable  public  employment  to  so  pitiful 
an  affair  as  this.?  It  is  impossible  to  suppose  it, 
even  on  the  proposition  stated — for,  if  this  thing 
had  been  wilfully  done  by  them  and  for  the  reason 
insinuated,  they  would  have  sunk  to  the  level  of  the 
lowest  dregs  of  crea  ion,  and  have  become  objects 
for  “scorn  to  point  her  slow  unmoving  finger  at.” 
On  every  account,  I was  satisfied  that  they  were 
innocent  of  ntent  to  do  wrong— yet  it  was  right 
that  the  fact  of  the  omission  should  have  been  stated^ 
though  the  motive  and  manner  of  it  may  have  been 
wrong.  The  result  of  the  investigation  is  just 
wliat  1 expected  that  it  would  be — the  perfect  ac- 
quittal of  Gales  and  Seaton,  and  the  relief  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury.  I'he  latter  had  commu- 
nicated the  original psipar — it  was  before  the  house 
and  became  the  property  of  the  house;  aad  any 
marks  made  upon  it  by  him,  previous  to  its  trans- 
mission, would  on'y  have  invited  attention  to  that 
part— for  there  seems  a natural  curiosity  in  most 
men,  nearly  all  men,  to  notice  and  to  try  to  find  out 
what  other  men  would  conceal — a propensity  that 
cannot  be  blamed  in  a matter  like  the  present.  Yet 
a part,  and  the  most  material  part  of  a letter,  (if 
the  letter  was  material  at  all),  has  somehow  been 
omitted;  and,  before  it  came  into  the  printers  hands, 
was  so  marked  that  they  did  right  in  omitting — ac- 
cording to  the  testimony  adduced,  which  appears 
to  be  conclusive  on  the  subject  By  whom  the 
erasure  was  made,  is  yet  wholly  a mystery,  and  well 
justifies  the  committee  in  proposing  that  some  mem- 
ber or  members  should  be  appointed  to  attend  to 
the  publication  of  documents  in  future.  They  may 
pass  through  several  hands  in  the  time  of  their 
transit  from  a department  to  the  hands  of  the  print- 
er, and  we  have  no  idea  that  the  latter  should  be 
made  a “scape  goat,”  for  every  body.  We  printers 
have  “sins  of  omission  and  commission”  enough  of 
our  own;  and,  too  often,  are  made,  in  some  measure, 
responsible  for  the  sins  of  others,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  our  businesses. 

We  shall  now  give  the  report  and  some  of  the 
documents  that  accompany  it — to  wit,  the  deposi- 
tion of  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton’s  foreman,  the 
testimony  of  .Mr.  Dickens,  a clerk  in  the  treasury 
department,  and  that  of  the  secretary  himself. 
These  may  be  sufficient  to  strengthen  the  report, 
and  to  shew  the  uncertainty  that  rests  on  the  trans- 
action, as  stated  in  that  report.  We  have  not  any 
private  hint  or  intelligence  about  this  thing,  or 


con,  and,  therefure,  speak  of  it  as  it  appears  to  de- 
serve, from  the  face  of  the  facts  presented. 
nEPOUT. 

The  committee  appointed  in  pursuance  of  a re- 
solution of  the  house  of  representatives,  adopted 
on  the  21st  Januaiy,  to  investigate  certain  chaigcs 
referred  to  in  the  letter  of  Messrs.  Gales  and  Sea- 
ton, have  attended  that  service,  and  ask  leave  to 
report: 

That  they  have  given  to  the  subject  all  that  con- 
sideration which  the  magnitude  of  the  charge,  and 
the  reputation  of  those  who  have  long  been  in  the 
service  of  this  house,  and  hitherto  high  in  its  confi- 
dence, seemed  to  require. 

That,  while  your  committee  have  been  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  the  charge  to  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  accused,  they  have  not  been  unmindful, 
that  it  involved,  also,  a gross  violation  of  the  rules 
of  this  house,  and  a contempt  of  its  authority  and 
dignity. 

Nor  have  your  committee  omitted  to  notice,  that 
the  charge  against  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton  is  en- 
hanced, in  importance,  by  imputing  to  them  the 
criminal  design  of  shielding,  by  the  alleged  omis- 
sion, an  important  department  of  the  government 
from  a “just  responsibility.” 

To  tlie  investigation  of  such  a subject,  involving 
at  once  the  confidence  which  this  house  and  the  na- 
tion shall  repose  in  the  information  upon  which  it 
acts,  the  character  of  one  of  the  first  officers  of  the 
government,  and  the  fidelity  of  the  public  printers, 
your  committee  have  not  proceeded  without  the 
most  cautious  inspection  of  the  documents  submit- 
ted to  them,  and  the  most  solemn  sanction  to  the 
testimony  of  the  witnesses,  upon  which  their  opi- 
nion was  to  be  founded. 

rhe  evidence  taken  in  the  case  has  been  pre- 
served, and  is  submitted  entire  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  report. 

The  charge  against  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton,  in 
regard  to  which  they  prayed  this  investigation,  was 
contained  in  a communication  printed  in  the  Wasli- 
ington  Uepublican,  of  the  2Uth  of  January,  instant, 
over  the  signature  of  A.  13.  and  was,  in  substance, 
as  follows:  (see  document  marked  (A)  and  the  pa- 
per annexed.)  Tliat,  in  printing  the  documents 
accompanying  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  of  the  I4th  of  February,  1822,  in  answer 
to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  cai- 
ling  upon  him  to  exhibit  a statement  of  his  transac- 
tions with  all  those  banks  which  had  been  made  by 
him  the  depositories  of  public  moneys  received 
from  the  sales  of  public  lands,  that  they  liad  sup- 
pressed and  totally  omitted  in  the  printed  document 
with  which  they  furnished  the  house,  parts  of  those 
documents  implicating  Mr.  Cuawforu  the  most 
strongly. 

The  attention  of  your  committee  was  first  direct- 
ed to  an  examination  of  all  the  original  documents 
which  accompanied  the  report  of  the  secretary, 
above  alluded  to,  and  they  find  the  following  para- 
graphs, in  the  originals,  entirely  omitted  in  the 
printed  documents  which  were  furnished  the  house, 
to  wit: 

In  a letter  from  Wm.  R.  Dickinson,  cashier  of 
the  Steubenville  bank,  to  the  hon.  Wm.  H.  Craw- 
ford, dated  3d  April,  1819,  and  referred  to  in  the 
original  documents  by  the  pencil  mark,  (A  5)  the 
following  paragraph  is  omitted. 

“The  difi'erence  of  which  you  speak  in  your 
“letter,  of  the  12tb  ultimo,  between  the  sum  men- 
“tioned  in  my  letter  of  the  13th  February,  arises 
“from  the  circumstance  of  your  having  extended 
“your  friendly  disposition  to  this  bank  beyoud  what 
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*huas  du  ed  by  our  board  to  ask.  I mentioned  only 
«lhe  debt  i ^ t"  - branch  at  Pittsburg-,  whereas  you 
<‘havt. directed  (^s  w li  as  that  mentioned)  a transfer 
♦‘f.om  the  branch  at  Chillicotbe,  which  debt  tliis 
“brancri  was  taking  measures  to  discharge.  As  soon 
“as  'he.  transfer  s made  from  the  bank  of  Columbia, 
“tlie  entries  shaii  be  made  in  the  books  of  this  insti- 
“tution  as  you  direct.  1 remark,  however,  in  the 
“statement  which  you  furnish  from  the  bank  of  Co 
“lumbia,  that  “notes  §.'5, 895“  is  entered,  which  1 
“know  nothing  of,  having  never  before  heard  of  it.” 
The  above  extract  in  the  original  is  included  be 
tween  lead  pencil  brackets;  the  whole  is  crossed 
With  a pencil,  and  the  words  “what  was  dared  by 
our  bank  to  ask”  are  underscored  by  an  ink  line. 

Xn  a letter  from  John  Sering,  cashier  of  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  Indiana,  dated 
Madison,  24th  August,  1820,  to  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  ti>e  following  paragraph  is  included  be- 
tween pencil  brackets,  crossed  oy  a pencil  mark, 
and  omitted  in  the  printing. 

'ri)is  letter  is  referred  to  in  the  original  docu- 
ments, by  a pencil  mark  in  the  margin  as  F.  6 — 
“ 1 would,  however,  inquire  if  the  Mechanics’  bank 
“of  Alexandria,  as  well  as  the  Franklin,  and  Mer- 
“ chants’  bank  ought  to  be  excepted.”  The  words 
J\1echanics’  bank  of  Alexandria,  are  underscored  by 
an  ink  line,  and  the  word  out  written  in  pencil,  in 
the  margin,  against  the  above  extract. 

In  a letter,  referred  to  in  the  original  document, 
by  the  pencil  mark,  (T.  6)  from  Aug.  Chouteau, 
residcsit  of  the  banker  Missouri,  dated  Saint  Louis, 
th  August,  1816,  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
the  follow  ing  words  are  crossed  by  a pencil  mark; 
the  word  out  written  in  pencil  against  them  in  the 
margin,  and  omitted  in  the  printed  documents. 

“It  is  known  to  us,  that  the  same  money  which 
“ has  been  received  in  payment,  by  the  receiver 
« at  this  place,  is  not  identically  presented  for  de- 
“ posite  at  this  bank.” 

In  a letter,  referred  to  in  the  original  documents 
asi  L 5),from  Leroy  Pope,  president  of  the  Planters 
and  Merchants’  bank  of  Huntsville,  dated  4th  May, 
1819,  to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  following 
paragraphs,  included  in  pencil  brackets,  and  cross- 
ed by  a pencil,  are  omitted  in  the  printed  docu- 
ments;— 

“Your  conjecture,  in  relation  to  your  circular  of 
“ the  11th  July  last,  is  correct;  the  important  words, 
“ subsequent  to  the  30th  of  June  last,  are  not  con- 
“ tained  in  the  copy  received  by  us;  and  this  circum  • 
“ stance  satisfactorily  accounts  for  the  construction 
“it  received  from  the  board  of  directors.  We  re- 
gret  that  any  mistake  should  have  occured,  but 
««  we  rejoice  that  our  decision  is  thus  acknowledg- 
“ ed  to  have  been  proper.  Agreeably  to  your  re- 
**  quest,  I return  the  copy  heretofore  received,  and 
“ under  which  we  have  necessarily  acted,  and  re- 
“ tain  the  correct  copy  accompanying  your  last  let- 
<‘ter” 

In  letter  (M  5)  of  the  original  documents,  from 
Israel  Pickens,  president  of  the  bank  of  Tombigbee, 
to  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  dated  St.  Stephens, 
August  18,  1819,  iwm  pages  ai’e  sealed  over  with 
White  paper;  and  omitted  in  the  printed  documents. 

In  regard  to  those  parts  of  the  letters  (L  5),  (F  6) 
and  (I  6}  above  extracted,  and  omitted  in  the  print- 
ed documents,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that 
they  were  thus  marked  by  Mr.  Dickens,  one  of  the 
Chief  clerks  in  the  department  of  the  treasury,  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury  to  them,  as  containing  informa- 
t un  irrelevant  to  the  subject  matUr  of  the  call, 
-nd  improper,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  comnaunicAled 


to  the  public,  on  account  of  disclosures  tliey  made, 
or  opinions  they  expressed,  which  might  be  injuri- 
ous  to  the  affairs  of  tlie  banks  or  individuals  to  whom 
they  alluded;  and  that  the  word  out,  in  the  margin 
of  each  of  those  three  letters,  was  made  by  him  as  a 
guide  to  the  compositor  to  omit  them  in  the  print- 
ing. 

In  reference  to  the  matter  concealed  in  the  let- 
ler,  (M.  5),  by  flie  wliite  paper  sealed  over  it,  they 
feel  themselves  constrained  to  say,  that  it  had  no 
bearing  upon  the  objects  of  the  call  for  informa- 
tion, and  might  have  been  injurious  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  individuals  or  the  banks  mentioned  in 
it,  had  it  been  published  at  that  time.  They  are 
satisfied,  also,  that  such  were  the  motives  which  in- 
duced Mr.  Dickens,  the  clerk,  to  cover  the  pages 
with  paper,  which,  he  disclosed,  was  done  by  him. 

The  committee  submit  that  they  have  been  thus 
enabled  to  suggest,  satisfactorily  to  the  house,  the 
causes  which  have  produced  the  omission,  in  the 
printing  of  all  the  documents,  except  that  of  (A.  5), 
which  they  suppose  to  be  the  particular  document 
referred  to  in  the  communication  signed  A.  B.  and, 
in  regard  to  which,  after  an  examination  of  all  the 
witnesses,  who  were  considered  to  be  important  to 
the  investigation,  and  pushing  the  inquiries  to  the 
extent  of  the  supposed  powers  of  the  committee* 
they  are  now  obliged  to  confess,  (and  they  do  it 
with  regret),  that  they  have  obtained  no  satisfacto- 
ry information. 

Had  the  same  causes  existed  for  the  suppression 
of  this  particular  paragraph,  which  actuated  the 
clerk  in  the  treasury  department  to  mark  all  the 
others,  your  committee  would  feel  no  hesitation  in 
presenting  to  the  house  the  strong  probability  that 
it  might  have  been  done  by  that  gentleman.  But 
a recurrence  to  his  testimony,  communicated  here- 
with, and  marked  (Fi)  will  satisfy  the  house  that 
that  probability  is  too  much  weakened  to  be  made 
the  ground  work  of  the  opinion  of  a committee  of 
investigation. 

But,  whatever  difficulties  the  committee  may 
have  encountered  in  ascertaining  by  whom  the 
marks  were  made,  and  the  paragraph  suppressed, 
they  nave  none  in  stating  that  the  accused  did  not 
cause  it.  And  they  cannot  do  justice  to  the  unani- 
mous opinion  v/hich  they  have  formed,  from  a care- 
ful consideration  of  all  the  evidence  before  them, 
without  stating  their  strong  conviction  that  neither 
Mr.  Gales  nor  Mr.  Seaton  had  any  knowledge  of, 
nor  participation  in,  the  suppression  of  the  para- 
graph omitted  in  the  letter  marked  (A  5)  or  any 
other  of  the  documents  which  were  submitted  to 
the  house,  in  answer  to  the  call  so  often  attended 
to.  In  support  of  their  opinion,  upon  this  part  of 
the  case,  your  committee  would  refer  the  house  to 
the  annexed  testimony  of  George  M.  Grouard, 
marked  B;  of  Wm.  Kerr,  jr.  marked  C;  of  Mr. 
Burch,  deputy  clerk  of  the  house,  marked  D;  of 
Asbury  Dickens,  marked  E;  and  of  the  hon.  Wm. 
H Crawford,  marked  F. 

In  regard  to  the  other  individual  implicated  in 
the  communication  attached  to  the  letter  of  Messrs, 
Gales  and  Seaton,  your  committee  do  not  hesitate 
to  say,  that  there  has  not  been  any  evidence  sub- 
mitted to  them  tending,  in  the  slightest  degree,  to 
show  that  the  suppression  of  the  paragraph  alluded 
to,  was  caused  either  by  the  influence  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  or  was  done  with  his  know- 
ledge. 

The  interesting  nature  of  the  present  inquiry 
has  suggested  to  your  committee  the  propriety  of 
submitting  to  the  house  the  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing some  member  or  members  of  its  own  body,  ifi 
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every  case,  to  superintend  the  publication  of  all 
documents  which  may  hereafter  be  printed  by  or- 
der  cf  the  house. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  bejj  leave 
to  submit  the  following*  resolution,  to  wit: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  upon 
the  letter  of  Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton,  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
referred  to  them. 

(B) 

Deposition  of  Geurtre  M Grouard. 

1 am  foreman  for  Gales  & Seaton,  and  have  been 
for  eight  years  past.  I receive  the  documents 
generally  through  the  messengers  of  the  house. 
It  is  very  rare  that  I receive  any  from  Gales  & Sea- 
ton.  As  soon  as  received,  I number,  enter  them  in 
a check  book,  and  put  them  under  lock  and  key, 
where  they  remain  till  they  are  placed  in  the  tiancls 
of  the  compositors.  I am  persuaded  no  person  had 
an  inspection  of  these  documents  but  myself.  1 
noticed  there  were  several  erasures  in  these  docu- 
ments when  I received  them.  It  is  my  invariable 
practice  to  omit  all  the  paragraphs  erased,  marked, 
or  crossed.  The  marks  and  brackets  alluded  to 
were  not  made  in  the  office.  1 he  paging  was  made 
at  the  office,  as  also  the  figures  in  tiie  margin,  to 
as.sist  the  compositor;  and  the  word  “owr,”  in  pen- 
cil, in  the  margin,  was  made,  as  I supposed,  by  my 
assistant,  as  an  indication  to  the  compositor  to  omit 
the  paragraph  against  it.  There  was  no  reason 
for  omitting  the  particular  paragraph  which  did  not 
apply  to  all  the  omissions.  No  hint  was  given  me 
to  omit  the  paragraph,  from  any  person.  I never 
knew  Messrs  Gales  Sc  Seaton  to  insert  a word,  or 
leave  out  a word,  or  wish  me  to  insert  any  word,  or 
omit  any  word,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
or  omitted.  If  original  documents  are  sent  to  the 
clerk  of  the  house,  by  the  departments,  they  are 
sent  to  the  office  without  being  copied.  The  dif- 
ferent departments  have  no  particular  mode  of  in- 
dicating what  they  wish  to  have  omitted, 

I do  not  recollect  that  any  of  the  other  depart 
ments  have  ever  sent  original  papers  with  white 
paper  pasted  on  any  paragraph.  I never  read  any 
of  the  passages  erased  in  this  case.  I feel  myself 
bound  by  the  direction  of  any  proper  officers  of  the 
house,  as  to  the  mode  of  printing. 

I have  an  indistinct  recollection  that  there  was 
some  direction  in  the  margin,  to  omit  the  passage 
stricken  out,  or  marked;  but  that  would  have  had 
no  additional  weight  with  me. 

(E.) 

Testimony  of  Asbury  Dickens^  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury, 

Asbury  Dickens,  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  testified — That  all  the  papers 
in  relation  to  banks,  and  the  deposites  of  money  in 
said  bankt,  .are  in  my  hands.  The  general  practice 
is  to  transmit  copies  when  papers  are  called  for. — 
When  business  presses,  we  are  obliged  to  send  the 
originals.  When  copies  are  made,  they  are  made 
of  the  whole  correspoi\dence,  unless  there  may  be 
some  things  improper  to  be  commimicated.  It  is 
the  general  direction  of  the  secretary,  when  infor 
mation  is  called  for,  to  give  every  thing  that  relates 
to  the  subject. 

The  papers,  after  selected,  are  laid  before  the 
secretary;  and,  in  this  case,  he  directed  me  to  col- 
lect every  thing  in  the  office  relating  to  the  subject 
-—they  were  selectetl,  and  submitted  to  his  inspec- 
tion. In  this  case,  from  the  urgency  of  it,  I took 
the  originals  and  rough  drafts, 

'rUo.se  passages  which  seemed  to  have  no  refer- 


ence to  the  subject  of  the  call,  I marked  with  a. 
pencil. 

I have  no  recollection  of  having  marked  the 
particular  passage  suspected;  and  did  not  recollect 
there  was  sucii  a passage  I only  marked  three 
passages,  and  them  I recollect  from  the  subject. 

1st.  (!.  No.  6.)  The  three  last  lines  but  one  on 
page  114  1 marked  as  omitted;  the  reason  for  mark- 
ing this  was,  that  it  did  not,  in  my  opinion,  relate 
to  the  subject,  and  implicated  one  who  had  been  a 
public  offi  -er. 

2d.  (L.  5.)  The  four  last  line.s  in  page  148,  eras- 
ed,  and  five  lines  on  the  next  pt-ge,  I crossed  them 
as  not  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  call;  and  they 
referred  to  another  and  distinct  letter. 

3d.  Was  a letter  from  Farmers  and  Mechanics' 
bank  of  Indiana  to  the  secretary. 

(F,  6.)  I marked,  to  be  left  out,  the  three  last 
lines,  as  implicating  the  credit  of  two  banks,  and  as 
not  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  call. 

(M.  5.)  The  papers  pasted  over  a part  of  the 
letter  were  not  with  a view  to  suppress  the  infor- 
mation; but,  as  it  had  no  relation  to  the  subject  of 
the  resolution,  and  was  in  relation  to  a quarrel  be- 
tween the  bank  of  Tombigbee  and  the  branch  bank 
of  the  United  States  at  Savannah,  1 thought  it  not 
proper  to  be  communicated. 

I now  recollect  the  above  passages,  because  T 
then  thouglit,  and  I still  think,  the  information 
ought  not  to  have  been  communicated,  and  would 
be  injurious  to  the  parties  if  publi.shed. 

I have  no  recollection  of  the  letter  (A  5,)  and 
should  not  have  madethe  marks  to  exclude  the  in- 
formation, because  I did  not  think  it  ought  to  have 
been  concealed.  I see  no  reasons  why  it  should  be 
concealed. 

I made  the  mark  of  the  word  **out**  in  the  mar- 
gin of  letters  (1  6),  (L  5),  (F.  6). 

The  whole  of  these  transactions  I was  acquainted 
with  at  the  time — the  papers  originally  passed 
through  my  hands. 

'Fhe  papers  remained  some  time  beforethe  secre- 
tary, while  he  was  making  the  report,  alter  I gave 
them  to  him,  before  he  communicated  them  to  the 
house. 

The  SteubenvHle  bank  was  solvent  at  the  time 
of  deposite — the  government  has  lost  nothing  by 
that  bank — it  now  has  deposites  of  public  moneys 
and  is  solvent. 

I never  knew  any  mark  or  erasures  to  be  made 
by  Mr.  Crawford,  on  papers  to  be  communicated, 
after  I had  made  such  as  I thought  proper  to  make. 
After  the  report  had  been  sent  to  the  house,  I re- 
collected that  I had  omitted  the  reference  to  one  of 
the  documents  which  now  appears  in  the  report; 
and  I came  to  the  house  and  found  the  report  had 
been  read,  and  applied  to  Mr  Burch  for  the  report 
and  documents;  he  went  into  the  house  and  said  the 
report  was  not  on  the  clerk's  table,  and  he  supposed 
some  member  had  taken  it  to  read;  he  went  into 
the  house  again,  and  said  he  could  not  find  them. 
While  I was  walking,  Mr.  Cook  came,  with  the  re- 
port in  his  hand,  and  gave  it  to  Mr  Burch,  and 
asked  for  the  documents.  Mr.  Burch  handed  to 
)iim  a sealed  packet,  which  was  the  same  I had 
sealed  at  the  treasury.  .Mr.  Cook  broke  the  seals 
and  began  to  look  over  the  papers,  and  said,  “I  sup- 
pose I may  take  them  to  my  rotun.**  Burch  ass'^nt- 
ed,  and  Mr.  Cook  took  them  away.  1 then  put  in 
the  reference  (f),  which  now  appears  in  the  report. 

FnrnAY  morning,  jak,  24. 

J\fr,  Dicketis  re  examined. 

'Fhe  papers  containod  in  (A  8)  was  a confiden- 
tial COflimunicatiou  from  the  hank  of  SteubenyJiv, 
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of  the  state  of  the  bank,  which  is  made  once  a month 
by  each  bank,  in  which  the  private  affairs  were 
stated,  and  agreed  by  the  secretary  to  be  confi- 
dential. 

The  hand  writing  on  (A  5)  in  red  ink,  is  mine. 
I do  not  know  when  made,  but  I think  it  was  made 
when  the  subsequent  letter  of  1st  May  was  receiv- 
ed, in  relation  to  Brownville  and  Mount  Pleasant 
banks.  The  letter  of  1st  May  is  not  communicat- 
ed, as  will  be  seen  by  the  printed  documents. 

(B.  1)  The  red  ink  is  in  my  own  hand  writing, 
and  was  made  at  the  time  the  correspondence  was 
prepared  for  the  house. 

I made  the  brackets  in  (F  6),  and  made  the  red 
ink  brackets  in  (B  1).  I have  not  seen  the  pa- 
pers since  they  were  communicated  to  the  house 
until  yesterday,  with  the  exception  of  seeing  them 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Burch  &.  Mr.  Cook.  I never 
had  any  conversation  with  Messrs  Gales  & Seaton, 
or  any  person  in  their  employment,  in  reference  to 
the  suppression  of  pai'ts  of  papers  in  the  printing. 
f I think  thfi  secretary  would,  if  particularly  re- 
quested, communicate  these  monthly  statements  of 
the  banks  to  the  house. 

I cannot  say  that  I did  not  make  the  marks  upon 
the  letter  (A  5,)  but  I gave  yesterday  the  reasons 
why  I think  I did  not. 

There  never  have  been  any  documents  trans- 
mitted from  the  treasury,  which  were  marked  as 
not  to  be  printed,  before  this  time. 

I should  think  the  n»arks  I made  a sufficient  di- 
rection to  the  compositor  not  to  print  the  parts  in- 
cluded between  them;  and  I think  that,  if  the  se 
cretary  should  have  been  of  opinion,  that  what  I 
had  marked  ought  to  be  printed,  he  would  have 
erased  my  marks. 

The  secretary  and  myself  had  no  particular  con- 
sultation on  the  subject  of  these  papers. 

The  paragraph  in  (A  5)  does  relate  to  the  sub- 
j^ect  more  than  many  others,  and,  I think,  ought  to 
have  been  communicated,  though  unimportant. 

Saturday  Mornings  Jan.  25. 

Mr.  Dickens  repeats  the  impression  that  he  did 
not  mark  the  paragraph  in  (A  5).  It  was  not  his 
intention  to  mark  it,  and  he  thinks  he  did  not. 

The  word  was  written  by*  him  upon  all  the 
three  letters  in  his  first  evidence  particularly  men- 
tioned. 

When  the  •orrespondence  with  these  banks  was 
received,  I filed  away  the  whole  of  it. 

Ido  remember  having  referred  to  (A  5)  after  it 
was  received,  and  before  it  was  communicated,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  reference  which  now 
appears  upon  it  in  red  ink. 

Many  documents  remain  without  being  filed 
away  in  the  office  for  some  time  after  they  are  re- 
ceived. 

When  the  call  was  made,  I looked  over  all  the 
letters,  filed  and  unfiled,  relating  to  the  subject. 

Since  the  first  call,  I do  not  recollect  having 
found  any  additional  letters,  relating  to  this  subject. 

The  documents  communicated  under  the  second 
call,  were  not  laid  before  the  secretary  on  the  first 
call. 

In  the  letter  (A.  2.)  although  there  is  a paper 
pasted  over  a part  of  the  original  memorandum^  yet 
the  letter  was  communicated  as  it  was  originally 
sent  to  the  cashier  of  the  bank  of  Steubenville. 


(F) 

Testimony  of  the  hon,  JVm,  H.  Cratvford. 

I made  no  marks  of  any  kind  upon  these  papers, 
and  I know  of  no  practice  in  the  office,  which  has 
ever  authorized  the  marking  of  parts  of  original 
kiiers,  in  order  that  they  may  not  be  printed.  No 


such  practice  has  prevailed,  within  my  knowiedge. 
I have  no  recollection  that  any  marks  were  made 
upon  these  papers;  but  have  an  indistinct  recollec- 
tion that  Mr.  Dickens  stated  something  to  me,  in 
relation  to  the  correspondence  with  the  bank  of 
Missouri,  which  afl'ected  the  receiver  at  that  place. 
I gxive  no  instructions  to  Mr.  Dickens  to  mark  any 
part  of  these  papers,  nor  have  I ever  given  him  a 
general  direction  to  mark  any  particular  passages. 
There  might  have  been  marks  and  erasures  in  the 
documents  submitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Dickens,  which 
escaped  my  notice,  as  my  attention  was  more  par- 
ticularly directed  to  the  contracts  than  the  corres- 
pondence. In  framing  the  report,  my  attention 
was  not  particularly  attracted  to  the  correspon- 
dence, as  it  contained  nothing  important  for  that 
purpose;  the  material  facts  being  comprehended  in 
the  contracts  and  tlj£  statement  furnished  from  the 
books  kept  by  Mr  Dickens,  which  shewed  the 
amount  deposited  in  those  banks,  and  the  sum  paid 
by  them.  I have  no  recollection  of  the  letter  past- 
ed over. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  paragraph  suppressed, 
which  I should  have  wished  to  be  withheld  from 
the  house.  If  I then  knew  that  any  part  of  the  cor- 
respondence had  been  marked,  I do  not  now  recol- 
lect it.  I never  sanctioned  the  omission  of  any 
part  of  the  correspondence.  Mr.  Dickens  is  not  the 
chief  clerk,  Mr.  Jones  is  the  chief  clerk,  and  calls 
for  records  or  files  of  the  office  are  generally  refer- 
red to  him,  with  directions  to  examine  and  collect 
all  that  are  embraced  by  such  calls;  but  in  this  case, 
I think  Mr.  Dickens  was  the  person  to  whom  the 
reference  was  made. 

I neverhad  any  communication,  direct  or  indirect, 
with  Gales  & Seaton,  as  to  the  manner  in  w’hich  they 
discharged  their  official  duty,  in  this  or  any  other 
case. 

It  is  usual,  when  resolutions  require  information 
which  the  records  or  files  of  the  office  afford,  to 
send'eopies;  but  when  there  is  a press  of  business, 
the  originals  are  some  times  sent,  as  in  the  present 
case. 

The  difference  in  the  sum  mentioned  by  the 
cashier  of  the  bank  of  Steubenville,  and  that  in  my 
letter  of  the  12th  March,  1819,  may  be  explained 
by  referring  to  the  original  draft  of  that  letter,  now 
in  possesion  of  the  committee.  Owing  to  some  dif- 
ferences with  the  officers  of  the  United  States 
branch  bank  at  Pittsburg,  the  cashier,  in  his  letter 
of  the  13th  February,  1819,  requested  that  the  sum 
of  ^24,568  51,  then  in  the  possession  of  the  branch 
bank,  might  be  consid.ered  as  due  directly  to  the 
treasury,  and  that  it  might  not  be  collected  through 
that  office.  The  original  draft  of  the  letter,  in  the 
possession  of  the  committee,  directs  that  sum  to  be 
credited  to  the  treasurer,  on  the  book  of  the  bank. 
Just  before  the  date  of  that  letter,  the  whole  of  the 
special  deposite  had  been  transferred  to  the  bank 
of  Columbia.  When  my  letter  was  carried  out  to 
be  copied,  Mr.  Dickens,  who  keeps  the  bank  ac- 
counts, came  to  me  and  stated  that  there  was  about 
gl8,650  44  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Steubenville 
in  the  possession  of  the  branch  bank  at  Chillicothe, 
and  which  had  been  also  transferred  to  the  bank  of 
Columbia,  and  proposed  that  the  same  direction 
should  be  given  as  to  that  sum,  which  1 assented  to, 
and  directed  my  letter  to  be  modified  accordingly. 
The  original  letter,  thus  modified,  was  retained  as  a 
copy,  and  sent  to  the  house  with  the  report.  This 
is  the  circumstance  which  produced  the  paragraph 
in  the  letter  of  the  cashier,  which  was  omitted  in 
the  printing  of  the  letter,  and  which  omission  is  now 
the  subject  of  investigation. 
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The  Proposed  Tariff. 

We  have  thought  that  our  readers  would  be  gra- 
tified in  having  a statement  ot  what  would  be  the 
operation  and  efiect  of  the  bill  for  the  modification 
«f  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  now  pending  in 
the  hous.*  of  representatives.  The  two  following 
statements,  prepared  by  different  naembers,  have 
been  submitted  to  the  house  of  representatives. 
We  publish  both  the  statements,  that  our  readers 
may  have  an  entire  view  oftne  subject.— Int. 

Statement  submitted  by  Mr.  Tod. 
Comparative  statement  of  present  duties,  and  those 
proposed,  in  the  bill  belore  the  house  ot  repre- 


Manutacturei  of  wool, 


Do. 


Do. 

Do. 


cotton, 


silk, 

flax. 


Do.  hemp, 

Printing  types,  cutlery, 
pins,  needles,  buttons, 
moulds,  japanned  wares, 
fire  arms,  &v;.  and  all  ma- 
nufactures, not  specified, 
made  of  brass,  iron,  steel, 
pewter,  lead  or  tin, 
Leghorn  and  silk  hats. 


Lead,  in  pigs,  bars,  and 
sheets, 

, Shot, 

Do.  red  and  white, 

H mp. 

Tarred  cables  8c  cordage; 
Untarred  cordage,  yarns 


Wool, 

Copperas,  c 

Iron,  in  bars  or  bolts,  i 
rolled, 

Do.  round,  or  brazit 
rods,  of  3-16tAj  to  8-16 
inch  diameter. 

Do  slit,  in  nail  or  spi 
rods, 

Do.  sheets  or  hoops. 
Do.  spikes, 

Du.  nails, 

Iron  or  steel  wire,  not 
ceeding  No.  18, 

Do.  exceeding  No.  18, 


doz. 

>rass 

lb 


moulds, 

Anvils, 

Spadgs  and  shovels 
Strews,  of  iron  or 
exceeding  tS  to 
Wood  screws,  not  e 
ing  1 inch, 


Do.  exceeding  2 inches. 
Glass,  fiint,  cut, 

Do.  do.  uncut, 

Do.  window,  above  8 by  I 
100  sq.  feet. 

Do.  do.  10  by  12, 

Do.  do  above  lO  by  12, 
Do  black  bottles,  grart 
Do.  all  other  articles,  ll 
Duck,  Russia,  piece. 

Do  Ravens, 

Do.  Holland, 

Paper,  printing,  ll 
Do.  wrapping  8c  colored, 
Do.  writing, 

Do.  sugar  loaf 
Do  letter  or  folio  post 
Do.  book-binders’  ban 
box  and  sheathing 
hangings  printed 
J».  all  other 


Present  du- 
ties. 

I Rate  of 
Proposed  duties,  ^addition- 
1 al  duty 

25lp.c.ad  V. 

30  p c.  ad  v.  ini-\ 

ninium  price  ol^ 

80  cts  p.  »q.  yd.iMth. 

25  p.  c.  & mi- 

23  p.  c.  an  addi- 

nimiun ol 

tional  minimum. 

cis.p.  sq.j-d. 

of  35  cts.  p.  sq  y. 

2-3ds. 

1 5 per  cent. 

25  per  cent. 

15  pet  cent. 

15  p.  c.  and  mini- 

mum of25  cts.  p. 
sq.  yd. 

2-3ds. 

20  per  cent. 

25  p.  c.  ai)1  same' 

minimum. 

l-4th 

20  per  cent. 

25  percent. 

l-4th 

30  per  cent. 

40  p.  c.  and  7nini- 

mum  price  of 
one  dollar  each 

t 

l-3d. 

1 ct. 

2 cts. 

double. 

2 ct». 

3 cts. 

1-2. 

3 cts. 

4 cts. 

l-3d. 

1 1-2  cts. 

2 1-4  cts. 

1-2. 

3 CU. 

4 cts. 

l-3d. 

4 crt. 

5 cts. 

l-4th. 

15  p.  c.  ad  V. 

25  ctt.  per  gall. 

15  do. 

100  cts. 

200  cts. 

double. 

75  cts. 

100  cts. 

l-3d. 

150  cts. 

300  cts. 

double. 

250  cts. 

300  cts. 

l-5tb. 

250  cts. 

300  cts. 

l-5Ul. 

. 3 cts. 

3 Cts. 

4 cts. 

5 cts. 

l-4th. 

5 Cts. 

5 CU. 

9 Cts, 

9 cts. 

20  p.  c,  ad  v. 

1 1-2  Cts. 

20  do. 

2 cts. 

. 20  do. 

250  CU. 

! 20  do. 

15  cts. 

. 20  do. 

8 cts. 

. 20  do. 

14  cts. 

20  do. 

20  cts. 

30  Cts. 

6 cts  p.  lb.  and 

20  cts. 

20  p.  c.  ad  V. 
6 cts.  p.  do-  and 

a 

250  cU. 

20  do- 
300  CU. 

l-5th 

275  cts. 

375  CU. 

10-55tbs. 

325  cts. 

375  CU 

lP-65ths. 

^ 44  cts. 

200  Cts. 

3-8tbs. 

>.  30  p.  c.  ad  V. 

5 Cts. 

200  cts. 

200  cts. 

125  Cts. 

125  CU. 

250  Cts. 

250  CU. 

>.  30p.  c.adv. 

8 Cts. 

do- 

6  CU. 

do. 

12  CU. 

do. 

4 cts. 

do. 

15  CU. 

d 

1 3 p.  c.  ad  v. 

3 Cts. 

do. 

15  Cts. 

1 do. 

6 CW. 

Slatemsnt  submitted  by  Mr.  Cambreleng. 

An  estimate  of  duties  on  certain  articles,  as  pro- 
posed in  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee  of 
manufactures,  and  a comparison  with  existing  du- 
ties. 

Manufactures  of  wool,  30  per  cent.— minimum 
valuation  of  80  cents  per  square  yard. 

This  would  operate  heavily  on  plains  and  other 
coarse  woollens,  of  about  24  inches  in  width,  and 
which  cost  8d.  to  18c/.  sterling  per  running  yard. — 
Take,  for  example,  the  most  inferior,  cost  Sd.  equal 
to  I2d.  per  square  yard,  or  cents  32  22.100 

Add  shipping  charges,  1 11.100 

23  33.100 

Custom-house  addition  of  10  percent.  2 33.100 

cents,  25  66.100 

It  is  proposed  to  estimate  this  square 
yard  at  80  cents,  and  to  charge  a duly  of 
30  percent  on  that  valuation,  making  24 
cents  on  25  2 3,  or  pr.  ct.  93  53.100 

The  existing  duty  is  25  per  cent,  on 
25  2 3 cents,  making  6 41  100  cents,  in- 
stead of  24  cents,  as  proposed.  ; 

The  proposed  duty  on  plains,  of  the 
best  quality,  which  cost  ISd.  per  running 
yard,  would  be,  according  to  the  same 
calculation,  pr.  ct.  41  56.100 

While  fine  cloths,  &c.  would  pay  but  30  per  ct. 
Colored  printed  callicoes,  cost  15s.  to  20s.  ster- 
ling per  piece  of  28  running  yards. 

l ake  the  inferior,  cost  15s.;  ott'  drawback  of  ex- 
cise, 4s.  10^/.  leaves  10s.  2d.  for  28  yards,  or  4.3d’, 
per  running  yardj  being  7 22.100d,  per  square 
yard,  or  cents  13  37.100 

Add  charges,  63 


Custom-house  10  per  cent. 


14 
1 40 

cents  15  40.100 


It  is  proposed  to  estimate  this  square 
yard  at  35  cents,  and  to  charge  a duty  of 
25  per  cent,  making  8 3 4 cems,  or  pr  ct.  56  82.10# 
The  existing  duty  is  25  per  centum  on 
a valuation  of  25  cents,  making  6^  cents, 
or  per  cent.  40  58.10# 

Callicoes,  which  cost  20s.  sterling,  now 
pay,  per  cent.  27  6.100 

The  same,  at  the  proposed  valuation  of 
35  cents  the  square  yard,  would  pay,  p.  c.  37  89.100 
Fine  cotton  goods  would  pay  but  25  per  cent. — 
The  existing  minimum  valuation  of  25  cents  the 
square  yard  on  cotton  goods,  makes  the  duty  on  in- 
ferior white  goods  prohibitory. 

On  silks,  various  bounties  are  allowed  in  England, 
which  it  is  now  proposed  to  add  to  the  duty  of  26 
per  cent. 

On  manufactures  of  flax  and  hemp;  osnaburgs,  of 
inferior  quality,  cost,  per  running  yard  of  25  to  26 
inches  width,  6d. 

Deduct  bounty  1^ 

Equal  to6d.  35.100  per  square  yard,  or  11  75.100 
Charges  60 


Ccstom-house  10  per  cent. 


12  35.100 
1 25.100 

cents  13  60,100' 
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It  is  proposed  to  value  this  square  yard 
sit  25  cents  and  to  charge  a duty  thereon 
of  25  per  cent. 

Making  cents  6 25,100 

It  is  also  proposed  to  add  to  the  amount 
of  the  bounty  l^cl.  sterling,  the  running 
yard,  or  2d.  12.100  per  square  yard  3 93.100 

cents  10  18.100 


Making  10  18.100  cents  duty  on  13  60.100  cents, 
or  ad  valorem  T'4  85.100 

Shotild  the  section  adding  the  bounty  to  the  du. 
ty  be  stricken  out  of  the  bill,  the  ad  valorem  duty 
proposed,  would  still  be  45  96,100 

i’his  article  now  pays  15  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  or 
about  2 cents  per  square  yard,  instead  of  10  18.100 
cents,  as  is  proposed. 

Brown  linens,  or  hollands,  bed  tickings,  twilled 
sacking,  Silesian  linens,  &c.  without  adding  the 
bounty,  would  pay  35  to  42  per  cent. 

Fine  linens  would  pay  but  25  per  centum. 
Linseed  oil  pays  a duty  of  15  per  centum  ad  va* 
lorem;  equal  to  10  cents  per  galion.  It  is  proposed 
to  increase  the  duty  to  25  cents  the  gallon. 

Glass  ware,  plain*  now  pays  20  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem; 4 common  tumblers,  weighing  1 lb.  cost, 
after  deducting  drawback,  bounty  and  discount, 
8 88.100  cents,  including  charges,  and  10  percent, 
eustom-house  addition. 

Jt  is  proposed  to  charge  20  per  centum  ad  valorem 
on  this  8 88.100  cents,  making  1 78.100 

And  a specifec  duty  of  6 


cents  7 78.100 

Making  7 78,100  cents,  on  8 88.100,  or  ad 
valorem  *87  61.100 

Inferior  cut  tumblers,  weighing  37  lbs.  to  the  hun- 
dred, cost,  after  deducting  drawback  of  excise, 
&c.  and  adding  charges,  and  10  per  centum  cus- 
tom-house addition,  per  100  ^6  44 


it  is  proposed  to  charge  an  ad  valorem  duty 

of  20  per  cent.  gl  29 

And  a specific  duty  of  9 cents  per  pound  on 
37  lbs.  2 22 


S3  51 

Making  j§3  51  duty  on  g6  4$,  or  54^  per  cent. 
Cut  glass  now  pays  30  per  cent  ad  valoren.  100  ele- 
gant cut  glass  tumblers,  weighing  50  lbs.  deduct, 
ing  drawback  of  excise,  &c.  and  adding  charges 
and  custom  house  10  per  cent,  cost  g42  03 


Proposed  duty  of  20  cent. 

Do.  specific,  6 cents  per  lb.  on  50  lbs, 


8 59 
3 00 


gll  59 

Making  a fraction  less  than  27  per  cent.  The 
existing  duty  is  30  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Seventeenth  Congress— Snd  session. 

I»  THE  SENATE. 

January  30.  Mr.  Dickerson  offered  a substitute 
for  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Taylor^  of  Va  to 
amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  as  it 
regards  the  election  of  president.  [As  we  have  no 

* Should  the  bounty,  as  proposed,  be  added  to 
the  duty,  the  bounty  being  5 cents  per  pound,  the 
i'.uty  on  plain  tumblers,  per  lb.  would  be  12  78,100 
i «n  8 88.100,  or  143  92,100  per  cent. 


present  prospect  of  any  thing  being  done  in  thi& 
matter  just  now,  we  shall  at  least  defer  the  insertion 
of  this  substitute,  which  occupies  a considerable 
space.] 

The  bill  to  erect  a monument  over  the  tomb  of 
of  the  late  vice  president  Gen  y,  was  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence. 

The  greater  part  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the  con- 
sideration of  matters  regarding  the  public  lands  and 
land  claims  in  the  state  of  Louisiana — no  matter  of 
importance  decidedly  acted  on. 

January  31  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  agreeably 
to  notice,  asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  introduc- 
ed a bill  making  an  appr  >priation,  (of  g 100,000  a 
year,  for  ten  years),  for  the  gradual  armament  of 
the  new  fortreases  of  t!.e  Unitt  d States;  which  bill 
was  twice  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  Chandler  submitted  the  following  resolutioa 
for  consideration; 

Resolved,  Thatjtbe  president  of  the  Ihiited  States  be  requested 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  s -nat*-  a statement  of  the  numb,  r and 
size  of  cannon,  mortars  and  howiiKtrs,  necessary  for  the  armament 
of  the  fortresses  of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  tivcted 
since  the  first  day  of  June,  1815,  as  well  as  those  which  have  been 
directed  to  be  built  and  not  yet  completed,  fvith  an  estimate  of  tha 
sum  necessary  to  defray  the  expense  of  purdiasing  such  arma^ 
ment,*  also,  an  estimate  of  the  sum  necessary  (or  purchasing  such  a 
quantity  of  shot  and  shells,  of  every  dt-scripiion,  as  .lay  be  thotight 
necessary  for  tlje  fortresses  before  mentioned,  designating  the  ne- 
cessary armament  for  each  fortress. 

Several  petitions  of  a private  nature  were  pre- 
sented and  referred;  and. 

At  an  early  hour,  the  senate  went  into  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business,  and  continued 
with  closed  doors  until  3 o’clock;  when 
The  senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 

February  3.  Several  communications  were  re- 
ceived— notices  given  of  several  resolutions  that 
would  be  offered — some  bills  taken  up  and  partial- 
ly disposed  of  -the  bill  to  regulate  the  entry  of  mer- 
chandise discussed,  and  that  which  provided  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  circuit  court,  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  in  the  city  hall  of  Washington, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time. 

February  4.  ITie  bill  to  provide  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia was  passed — ayes  21. 

The  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Smithy 
of  Maryland,  to  legalise  the  silver  coins  of  Mexico, 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  select  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill,  together  with  the  sub- 
stitutes proposed  thereto,  for  abolishing  imprison- 
ment for  debt,  reported  a new  bill,  embracing  a 
number  of  sections;  which  bill  was  read. 

'I’he  bill  to  divide  the  state  of  South  Carolina  into 
two  judicial  districts,  was,  after  being  amended,  or- 
dered to  a third  reading. 

That  for  the  relief  of  George  Shannon,  being  re- 
fused a third  reading,  was  as  rejected. 

Several  matters  about  land  and  land  claims  occu- 
pied the  rest  of  this  day. 

February  5.  The  bill  to  divide  the  state  of  South 
Carolina  into  two  judicial  districts,  (with  others  of  a 
private  or  local  nature),  were  severally  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives for  concurrence. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  other  bouse,  to  make  perpetual  an  act  pas- 
sed the  3d  of  March,  1817,  entitled  “an  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force  an  act  “further  to  provide  fo;r  the  col. 
lection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed 
the  3d  of  March,  1815,  and  for  other  purposes.” 

On  this  bill  a debate  arose,  which  occupied  the 
remainder  of  the  day’s  session. 

It  was,  finally,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren... 
postponed  to  Monday  next.  Adjourned 
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HOUSE  01?  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thtrsday,  Jan.  30.  The  house  met  this  clay  at 
11  o’clock,  pursuant  to  the  resolve  of  yesterday. 

>lr.  Harvey,  from  the  co  nmittee,  made  a report 
unfavorable  to  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of 
fortifications  on  Key  West,  on  Thompson’s  Island 

read  and  laid  on  tlie  table. 

iSlr.  reported  in  the  case  of  Gales  8c  Sea- 

son—see  page  358.  The  report  was  laid  on  the 


talde.  . 

Mr.  Jennings  submitted  the  following;  resolutions; 
which  v tfve  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  tre.tsury  lay  before  this 
ho.isp  n state  nent,  shewi-ig  the  description  and  chaiaeter  of  the 
tullaiernl  security  of)tained,  m the  year  1821,  lor  168,.1S3  dolls. 
"detwsitedin  the  bank  of  Unceuncs,  at  thetime  oj  itsfmlure,'  and 
whether  such  collateral  security  consisted  in  hens  on  real  proper- 
ty or  in  public  or  p.  rsooal  securities;  if  in  hens  on  real  proiK.-r- 
tv’.  the  value  of  such  property  at  the  time  of  its  acquirement, 
and  wliat  sum  of  money  it  wiP  probably  yield  to  the  treasury,  if 
sold  on  a credit  of  one,  two,  and  three  years;  the  present  situa- 
tion of  the  title  to  such  real  property;  and  all  communications 
to  and  from  the  said  secretary  in  relation  to  such  hens;  if  in  pub- 
lic S“cnriiies,  whether  an  assignment  of  the  state  debt  of  Indiana 
to  the  bank  of  Vincennes  was  not  taken  without  any  correspon- 
dence with  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  state  government;  and,  if  so, 
whether  such'assignment  has  been  cancelled;  the  time  when,  and 
by  whom;  and  if  not  cancelled  whether  the  United  States  claim 
a ri^.ii  of  prop»ny  in  any  portion  of  the  state  debt  aforesaid 
which  mayr'-maiii  unliquidated,  and  Communications  to  and  from 
said  secretary,  in  relation  to  such  assignment. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  inform  this  house 
wh  ther  the  hank  of  Vincennes  complied  with  its  agreement  with 
the  treasury  department  to  furnish  quarterly  a list  of  its  debtors, 
and  the  amount  owing  by  each;  and,  if  sn,  tb«  amounts  owing  to 
the  said  bank  by  Charles  Smith’s  steam-mill  company,  upon  each 
Audition  of  the  quarterly  lists  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  inform  tins  house 
wli!  ther  or  not  any  draft  or  drafts  have  been  drawn  npon  said 
bank  of  Vincennes,  under  the  direction  of  the  treasury  depart- 
ment, since  the  date  of  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
to  said  bank,dat.-d  tlie  7th  of  July.  1820;  and,  if  so,  under  what 
item  of  appropriation,  in  whose  favor,  the  date  of  such  draf  t or 
drafts,  and  the  object  for  which  the  same  wete  drawn.  [Agreed  to 


Ti.e  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  state,  transmitting  1500  copies  of 
the  “digest  of  manufactures,”  prepared  in  obedi- 
ence to  a resolution  directing  the  taking  the  cen- 
sus of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1820;  which 
fetter  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  Jan.  31.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lalhrop,  of 
it  was. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  ways  and  means  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  enlarging  the  terms  on  which 
the  commissioners  on  the  sinking  fund,  under  5th  section  of  the 
act  jiassed  .March  3d,  1817,  entitled  “an  act  to  provide  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt,”  may  purchase  that  portion  of  the 
public  debt  which  will  become  reimbursable  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1825. 

Mr.  Wright  moved  that  the  daily  hour  of  meet 
ing  of  this  house  be  twelve  o’clock,  instead  of  eleven, 
as  recently  agreed  upon;  which  motion  was  dicided 
afFirniatively— ayes  75,  noes  39. 

The  future  meeting  of  the  hous'e  will  be  at  12 
o’olock.  M.  until  further  order  thereon. 

After  other  business,  the  house  resolved  itself 
into  a committee  of  the  whole,  and  took  up  the 
bill  for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  domestic 
manufactures  — 

Messrs  Cook  and  Mallary,  decidedly  supported, 
and  Mr.  Rhea  opposed  the  bill — Mr.  Baylies  op 
posed  the  striking  out  of  the  first  section,  but  was 
also  opposed  to  some  cf  its  items. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  the  Speaker  com- 
municated  a letter  from  the  comptroller  of  the 
treasury,  transmitting  a list  of  balances  standing 
en  the  books  of  the  fourth  aiu'itor  of  the  treasury, 
which  have  remained  unsettled,  or  appear  to  have 
been  due  more  than  three  years  prior  to  the  30lii 
September  last;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
•on  the  table.  And  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  3.  This  being  “petition  day,”  up- 
wards of  40  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented. 


A memorial  was  presented  by  Mr  Candice,  of 
New.lersey,  signed  by  many  respectable  cit/zena 
of  that  state,  shewing  the  injurious  conseqiiences 
resulting  from  the  importation  of  so  {Treat  an 
amount  of  foreign  goods,  by  paralysing  the  indus- 
try of  the  nation,  and  draining  the  country  of  its 
precious  metals,  and  pr.aying  for  an  in'erease  of  du- 
ties upon  such  articles  as  tbey  believe  can  be 
furnished  upon  reasonable  terms  by  our  own  manu- 
facturers. 

After  stating  briefiy  the  leading  objects  in  the 
memorial— 

Mr.  Condict  proceeded  to  remark,  that  it  was 
similar  to  some  others  formerly  presented  by  him, 
and  which,  on  his  motion,  had  been  referred  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the 
union. 

Ujjon  further  consideration,  said  Mr.  C.  I am  in- 
duced to  ask  the  house,  to  give  another  direction 
to  a particular  paragraph  in  the  aaemorial,  which 
suggested  an  increased  duty  on  imported  spiriiuout 
liquors,  and  an  internal  duly,  or  excise,  upon  domestit 
spirit. 

I have  long  entertained  the  opinion,  said  Mr.  C* 
that  it  would  comport  with  sound  policy,  and  the 
best  interests  of  our  country,  to  levy  and  collect  a 
much  larger  portion  of  its  revenue  upon  liquors 
consumed  at  home.  And  nothing  prevented  me 
from  calling  the  attention  of  congress  to  this  inx- 
portant  subject  during  the  last  session,  but  the  ex- 
treme reluctance  which  I have  felt,  and  which  many 
of  my  friends  here  have  expresed,  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  so  many  officers  as  would  be  required  to 
carry  a system  of  excise  into  effect. 

In  the  committee  of  manufactures,  of  which  I am 
a member,  some  conversation  was  had  on  this  sub- 
ject: but,  considering  it  to  be  a question  of  revenue 
principally,  it  was  thought  by  us  to  belong  to  ano- 
ther committcf,  and  is  not  embraced  in  the  bill, 
which  is  now  under  examination  before  this  body. 
But,  inasmuch  as  the  subject  is  distinctly  presented 
to  us  in  this  memorial,  by  a class  of  men,  second  t» 
none  for  their  respectability  in  society,  their  intel- 
ligence, their  morals  and  devotion  to  their  country, 
I deem  it  to  be  my  duly,  to  solicit  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  the  house,  and  to  give  to  the  subject  that  de- 
liberate examination,  which  it  demands. 

It  is  important  in  a Jinancial,  but  much  more  so  in 
a moral  view.  I have  not  before  me,  at  this  moment, 
any  documents,  shewing  the  quantity  consumed  an- 
nually, nor  is  it  of  any  importance  for  the  purpose 
of  my  argument  to  ascertain,  precisely,  the  number 
of  gallons.  A duty  of  25  cents  per  gallon,  on  the 
spirituous  liquors  consumed  in  the  United  States, 
would  yield  to  the  treasury  an  annual  revenue,  say, 
of  6 or  8 millions  of  dollars.  A sum  which,  if  faith- 
fully applied,  would  rapidly  extinguish  the  national 
debt;  or  which  would  be  sufficient,  in  a few  years, 
if  economically  applied  to  internal  improvement,  to 
connect  the  various  sections  of  this  extensive  em- 
pire, by  navigable  canals  and  good  roads. 

And  upon  whom  would  this  tax  fall.'*  Invariably 
upon  the  consumer  of  the  liquor.  He  could  never 
carry  the  howl  to  his  mouth,  without  first  “casting 
t liis  mite  into  the  treasury.” 

Should  it  be  objected,  that  the  imposition  of  such 
a duty  would  lessen  the  consumption  of  the  article, 
and  that  the  treasury  would  derive  but  a limited 
sum  from  tliis  source — I reply,  God  grant  it  may  be 
the  case,  and  I would  then  double  the  duty. 

What  is  tlie  crying  sin,  the  besetting  and  the 
b. sotting  sin  of  our  country,  which  sinks  us  in  our 
own  estimation,  and  the  estimation  of  tht  civilized 
world?  What  is  it  that  degrades  and  debases  man* 
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beJow  the  level  of  the  brute — that  unfits  him  for, 
the  duties  of  social  and  domestic  life-’  What  is  it! 
that  carries  strife  and  contention  into  every  neigh 
bourhood?  What  invades  the  domestic  circle^  ba- 
nishing conjugal  affection,  and  sundering  every  tie 
of  endeartnent?  What  entails  poverty  and  wretch- 
edness and  infamy,  upon  the  innocent,  literally  ‘vi- 
siting the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children^ 
unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation?”  What  is  it 
that  wrings  the  tear  from  the  eye  of  disconsolate 
beauty,  and  reddens  its  cheek  with  blushes?  What 
is  tli^t  which  draws  forth  the  midnight  sigh  from 
the  l^ely  and  broken  hearted  mother,  as  she 
strives  to  cover  her  shivering  infant,  with  her  scanty 
rags,  or  stifle  the  cries  of  hunger,  by  the  charities 
of  her  neighbour?  what  inflicts  disease,  in  its  most 
painful  and  loathsome  shape?  What  bloats  and  de- 
forms the  human  countenance,  and  elfaces  the  image 
of  the  Creator  from  his  creature?  What  is  it  that 
sweeps,  “as  with  the  besom  of  distructiori,”  more 
human  victims  to  an  untimely  grave,  than  sword  and 
pestilence  combined?  What  fills  your  poor-house 
with  paupers,  and  your  hospital  with  invalids?  What 
crouds  your  jails  with  criminals,  and  gives  employ- 
ment to  the  hang  man?  It  is  intemperance  in  the  use 
of  spirituous  liquors.  And,  if  it  be  in  the  power  of 
government  to  restrain  this  deluge  of  moral  evil, 
and  diminish  the  sum  of  human  misery;  if,  by  levy- 
ing  a tax,  you  snatch  one  victim  from  ruin,  and  re- 
scue his  helpless  family  from  the  depths  of  degra- 
dation, will  you  not  exert  the  power? 

And,  Mr.  C.  asked,  what  measure  could  so  effec- 
tually aid  the  productive  industry,  and  promote 
the  real  prosperity  of  the  country,  as  that  which 
shall  lessen  the  consumption  of  ardent  spirit? 

And  who  are  the  consumers?  They  are  either 
the  wine-bibbers,  the  men  of  wealth,  who  indulge 
in  riot  and  luxury,  and  who  can  afford  to  pay,  or, 
they  are  those  miserable  wretches,  whom  naked- 
ness cannot  shame;  whose  filth  renders  the  kennel 
in  which  they  wallow  more  filthy,  the  voluntary 
outcasts  from  society,  and  from  whom  society  has  a 
right  to  extort  this  pittance,  as  the  only  punishment 
which  can  reach  them  for  the  outrages  they  have 
committed. 

There  is  no  country  where  the  means  of  intoxica- 
tion are  so  abundant  and  so  cheap  as  in  our  own, 
and  the  consequences  are  daily  more  apparent  and 
more  and  more  alarming.  The  rich  bounties  of 
Heaven,  our  precious  bread  stuffs  and  our  delicious 
fruits,  are  converted  into  this  fatal  poison,  disguis- 
ed in  a thousand  forms,  to  allure  us  to  destruction. 
It  enters  into  every  door,  and  the  cup  is  presented 
to  every  lip.  Whilst  you  tax  the  tea,  the  coffee,  the 
molasses,  the  sugar,  and  the  salt,  used  by  every 
member  of  every  poor  family,  you  suffer  the  -whiskey, 
the  gin,  and  the  brandy  of  the  country,  in  their  de 
fiolating  progress,  to  blight  its  fairest  prospects,  “as 
with  blasting  and  mildew.” 

In  every  view  which  he  could  take  of  this  ques- 
tion, Mr,  C,  said,  he  was  led  to  this  conclusion;  that 
there  is  no  fairer,  or  more  legitimate  object  of  taxa 
tion,  than  spirituous  liquors;  and  that  sound  policy, 
good  morals,  and  thef)ublic  happiness,  require  that 
the  arm  of  the  government  should  be  felt,  in  a tax 
upon  the  consumption  of  this  article.  And  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  the  serious  attention  of  the  house 
to  so  important  a topic,  he  submitted  this  motion, 
Tiz: 

“That  so  much  of  the  New  Jersey  memorials,  as 
relates  to  an  additional  duty  upon  imported  liquors, 
and  an  excise  upon  domestic  spirit,  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  with  instruc- 
tioHS  to  inquire  and  report  on  the  expediency  of 


I the  measure.  And  tiiat  the  residue  of  tli-.  said  me- 
morial be  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
house  on  the  state  of  the  union.” 

After  sonie  remarks  on  the  subject  and  against 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Condict,  tlus*memonal  was 
referred  to  the  committ^^e  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union — 69  for,  54  agninst  it. 

The  case  of  John  H.  Piatt  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  McLane,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  referred  to  a select  committee. 

Many  bills  were  reported.  Mr.  P/r/msr,  of  New 
Hampshire,  from  Uie  committee  on  the  judiciary^ 
reported  a bill  for  (he  relief  of  Abraham  Snyder; 
which  was  read  twice,  amended,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Ruggles,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading  to-morrow. 

[This  is  the  case  of  an  individual  confined  for 
debt  to  the  United  States,  the  principal  of  which 
was  only  18  dollars,  but  which  amount  was  swelled, 
by  the  costs,  to  140  dollars.  The  case  is  one  in 
which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  discharges  from 
prison  only  on  payment  of  costs.  In  this  case,  the 
individual  confined  is  very  poor,  and  wholly  unable 
to  pay  either  costs  or  principal]. 

Mr.  Cocke,  agreeably  to  notice,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a bill  by  the  title  of  “a  bill  to  fix  and 
equalize  the  pay  of  the  officers  m the  army  of  the 
United  States.” 

[^The  bill  proposes  to  provide  that  fixed  compen- 
sations shall  be  given  to  officers,  in  lieu  of  pay,  ra 
tions,  forage,  &c.  and  12^  cents  per  mile,  in  lieu  of 
allowances  for  transportation]. 

Leave  was  refused  to  bring  in  this  bill,  because 
the  matter  had  been  fully  before  the  military  com- 
mittee—for  the  leave  55,  against  it  64. 

The  5pe«A;er  communicated  a letter  from  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a memo- 
rial from  the  legislative  council  of  the  territory  of 
Florida,  on  subjects  interesting  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  territory,  and,  also,  to  the  United  States,  re- 
quiring legislative  interposition;  which  letter  was 
jpead  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Also  letters  from  t!ie  departments  of  state,  of  the 
treasury  and  war,  containing  various  statements. 

The  house  then,  by  unanimous  consent,  agreed 
to  resume  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,  with  the  amendments 
proposed  thereto  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

The  bill  was  considerably  discussed  by  Messrs, 
McLane,  McKim,  Gorham,  Cambre'eng,  Ingham, 
Wright,  Rhea,  Tracy  and  Wal-worth,  See.  and  at  a 
little  before  5 o’clock,  it  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a third  time  on  Wednesday. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  3.  After  some  other  business— Mr. 
Chambers,  of  O.  having  made  a good  speech  on  the 
subject,  proposed  that  the  regular  hour  of  meeting 
should  be  eleven,  instead  of  twelve  o’clock,  each 
day.  This  was  opposed  because  of  the  great  quan- 
tity of  business  before  the  numerous  committees, 
and  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table — ayes  94, 
noes  64. 

The  speaker,  after  laying  before  the  house  suik 
dry  other  communications,' presented  the  follow- 
ing message  from  the  president  of  the  U.  States. 

To  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States : 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  of  the  12th  December  last,  re- 
questing the  president  to  communicate  to  the  house 
such  information  as  he  might  possess  with  regard 
to  any  expedition  prepared  in  the  United  States, 
and  having  sailed  from  thence  within  the  year 
1822,  against  the  territory  or  dependency  of  any 
power  in  amity  with  the  United  States;  and  to  in- 
form the  house  whether  any  measures  had  beer. 
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taken  to  bring  to  condign  punishment  persons  who 
have  been  cencerned  in  such  expedition,  contrary 
to  the  laws;”  1 transmit  to  the  house  reports  trom 
the  secretaries  of  state  and  of  the  treasury,  wdth 
the  documents  mentioned  in  each.  Those  docu- 
ments contain  all  the  information  in  possession  of 
the  executive,  relating  to  the  subject  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

That  a force,  of  a very  limited  extent,  has  been 
equipped  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and 
sailed  from  thence  for  the  purpose  described  in  the 
resolution,  is'  manifest  from  the  documents  now 
communicated;  the  reports  from  the  collectors  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  will  shew  in  what  man- 
ner this  eqipment  escaped  their  notice. 

The  first  information  of  this  equipment  was  re- 
ceived from  St.  Bartholomews,  the  place  of  its  yen 
dezvous.  This  was  confirmed  afterwards,  from 
Curracoa,  with  an  account  of  its  failure.  Should 
any  of  the  persons  return  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  care  will  be  taken  that  the  laws, 
applicable  to  such  offences,  are  duly  enforced 
against  them.  Whether  any  aid  w'as  afforded  by 
others  to  the  parties  engaged  in  this  unlawful  and 
contemptible  adventure,  in  the  ports  in  which  it 
was  planned,  inconsistent  with  ordinary  commercial 
transactions,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  referred  to  the  attorney  general, 
on  whose  advice  any  measures  in  regard  to  them 
will  depend. 

February  4/.  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  message  and  documents  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  BreckenridgCi  of  Kentucky,  submitted  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  instructed 
to  report  a bill  to  establish  a national  armory  on  the  western  wa- 
ters. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  B.  supported  his  proposition  in  a speech  of 
considerable  length  and  with  much  zeal,  shewing 
the  importance  of  the  resolution  submitted.  There 
was  some  debate  on  the  subject — but  the  time  hav- 
ing arrived  when  the  rule  in  regard  to  original  pro- 
positions had  expired,  the  further  discussion  was 
postponed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tot/,  and  the 
bouse  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic  ma- 
nufactures. 

Mr.  Durfee  avowed  himself  averse  to  any  consi- 
derable augmentation  of  the  duties,  yet  vvas  notin 
favor  of  rejecting  the  bill — he  wished  it  made  more 
perfect  by  its  friends;  Mr.  Forward  replied  to  Mr. 
D.  and  generally  supported  the  bill.  Mr.  Gorham 
opposed  it,  and  the  committee  rose  about  5 o’clock. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  5.  After  some  other  business, 
of  no  immediate  importance,  but  which  shall  be 
noticed  in  its  progress— 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  offered  the  following  re» 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  ascertain  by  whom 
the  suppression  of  the  paragraph,  in  the  letter  of  William  U.  Dick- 
inson, cashier  of  the  bank  of  Steubenville,  to  the  secretary  ot  the 
treasury,  dated  the  3d  day  of  April,  1819,  and  by  him  communicat- 
ed to  this  house  at  the  last  session,  was  caused,  with  leave  to  sit 
during  the  sessions,  and  with  power  to  send  for,  persons  and  pa- 

**^*Mr.  Campbell  stated  the  reasons  which  induced 
him  to  submit  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Cook,\w  vindicating  himself  from  supposed 
imputations,  did  not  oppose  the  resolution,  but  con- 
cluded by  moving  the  following  amendment  to  it: 

“And  that  the  said  committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  re- 
port to  this  house  a digest  of  the  evidence,  if  any  such  there  be, 
shewing  whether  uocurrent  or  depreciated  bank  notes  were  ta- 
ken in  lieu  of  cash,  from  any  of  the  banks,  in  which  the  public 
moneys  were  deposited.  Whether  the  public  moneys  have  not 
been  discontinued  tb  be  deposited  ini  branches  of  the  Unitcil 


States’  bank,  and  placed  in  certain  local  banks,  situated  in  tbe  same 
towns  or  neighbfirnood,  without  complying  with  the  directions  of 
the  law  on  that  subject;  and  whether  such  transfers  have  not  re- 
sulted in  loss  to  the  government;  whether  the  public  money  has 
not  been  loaned  to  those  hanks,in  which  standing  deposites  were 
made,  under  the  nameuf  deposites;  and  wh  thersuch  loans  or  de- 
posites have  uot  resulted  in  loss  to  the  gov»Ti>ment;  whether  se- 
curity was  not  neglected  to  lie  taken  in  someone  or  more  instan- 
ces fur  the  punctuality  of  one  or  more  banks,  which  proposed  to 
give  such  security,  and  whether  such  failure  has  not  resulted  in 
loss  to  the  government.” 

Mf.  Campbell  accepted  as  a pari  of  his  motion  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Cook, 

On  the  above  resolution  there  arose  an  animated 
debate,  which  excited  a lively  interest,  involving 
some  delicate  questions,  and  being  in  its  nature 
somewhat  personal.  The  house  adjourned. 

THunsnAx’s  pnocKEmitos — Feb.  6. 

In  the  senate — The  president  communicated  to 
the  senate  the  annual  report  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  sinking  fund;  which  was  read. 

After  some  other  business,  of  no  importance 
aow — The  senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  ex- 
ecutive business;  after  which  they  adjourned. 

In  the  house  of  representatives — Mr.  Iiochester,{vom 
the  select  committee,  appointed  on  the  subject  of 
the  currency  of  the  United  States,  made  a report, 
accompanied  by  a bill  making  the  gold  coins  of 
Great  Britain,  France,  Portugal  and  Spain,  receiva- 
ble  in  payment  on  account  of  public  lands;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  CocAre  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  communicate  to 
this  house  a statement  showing  particularly  whether  the  money 
appropriated  for  fortibcatiuns  in  the  years  1820,  1821.  and  1822,  has 
been  expe<»de<l  on  the  several  fortifications,  as  required  by  law; 
whether  the  money  applicable  to  one  fortification  has  been  trans- 
ferred and  expended  on  another;  if  so,  by  what  authority. 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  being  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  as 
amended  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois, 
was  taken  up — 

And  the  debate  vvas  resumed  upon  the  general 
subject,  which  lasted  until  half  past  4 o’clock. 

Finally,  the  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolution,  and  it  was  determined  in  the  affirma- 
tive, 107  votes  to  23. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  statements,  shew- 
ing all  the  contracts,  which  were  made  by  the  war 
department,  in  the  year  1822;  a letter  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  transmitting  the  annual  state- 
ments of  the  appropriations  and  expenditures  for 
the  naval  service,  for  the  year  1822,  shewing  the 
expenditures  under  each  head,  since  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1822,  and  the  unexpended  balances  of  appro- 
priations, on  the  1st  day  of  February,  1823;  and  a 
report  of  the  secretary  of  state,  of  the  clerks  em- 
ployed in  his  department,  in  the  year  1822,  with 
the  compensation  of  each;  which  were  severally  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table.  Adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Spark  was  lately  left  at  Havana— 
she  had  lost  lieuts.  Nicholson  and  Newcomb,  purser 
Fanning,  midshipman  W’hattle,  and  Mr.  Davis,  cap- 
tain’s clerk,  by  the  fever,  since  she  left  home. 

U.  S.  JYaval  Fraternal  association — officers  elect- 
j ed  at  the  session,  held  in  Washington,  for  the  pre- 
sent year:  Captain  Jacob  Jones,  president,  vice 
I Shavv",  resigned;  lieut.  col.  A.  Henderson,  vice  pre- 
I .sident;  purser  S.  Butler,  treasurer,  and  purser  G. 

I S.  Wise,  secretary. 

Marriage,  A daughter  of  Mr  Thompson,  secrc- 
cretary  of  the  navy,  to  M.  de  Bresson,  secretary  f# 
the  legation  of  France. 
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•^'^Rhode  Island.  N.  R.  Knig-ht  has  been  re-elected 
a senator  from  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  of  March  nest.  The  opposing 
candidate  was  Elisha  R.  Potter,  a federalist.  There 
were  two  ballotings  previous  to  a choice.  1st, 
Kr.ight  39,  Potter,  3r,  scattering  3;  2d,  Knight  40, 
Potter  39. 

Maine.  John  Chandler  is  re-elected  a senator  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  state  of  Maine,  for  six 
years  from  the  3d  day  of  March  next,  on  which  day 
his  present  time  of  service  will  have  expired. 

JVew-Orleans,  From  a paper  of  that  city. — Noon, 
this  day,  [the  20th  of  December],  accomplishes  the 
19th  revolving  year,  since  the  flag  of  the  United 
States  replaced  those  of  France  and  Spain  in  Loui- 
isiana.  On  such  a day  we  may  well  look  to  what 
we  have  been,  what  we  are,  and  what  we  shall  be. 
To  speak  with  candor  of  the  old  Spanish  govern- 
ment, we  may  say  that  its  despotic  sway  was  hardly 
ever  felt  on  the  banks  of  the  Missis.sippi — and  t here 
then  reigned  among  the  Louisianas  an  equality,  in 
the  endearing  ties  of  social  life,  which  we  in  vain 
look  for  at  the  present  day.  The  country,  it  is  true, 
was  buried  in  a torpid  calm,  and  her  sons  seemed 
unconscious  of  the  advantages  held  out  to  them  by 
tiod  and  nature. 

The  cession  took  place — thousands  flocked  to 
this  modern  Sidon,  and  property,  of  every  kind, 
more  than  quadrupled  in  value.  The  old  colonists^, 
found  themselves,  as  it  were,  transported  into  a 
new  world,  where  the  love  of  gain  was  the  ruling 
passion,  morning,  noon  and  night — pride  stalked  in, 
hand  and  hand,  with  avarice — national  partialities 
mingled  with  religious  differences — and  too  many 
of  our  fellow-citizens  now  find  themselves,  perhaps, 
mere  sojourners  in  a strange  land. 

New-Orleans,  notwithstanding,  has  improved 
wonderfully;  her^  population  in  the  proportion  of 
five  to  one;  her  police,  comparatively,  as  system  to 
no  system;  her  ti'ade,  from  a few  ships  to  a thou- 
sand; her  exports,  from  zero  to  §20,000,000  in  va- 
lue. She  now,  with  her  suburbs,  extends  nearly 
four  miles  along  the  river,  and  counts  50,000  inha 
bitants  during  the  fall,  winter  and  spring;  whereas, 
before  the  cession,  her  population  was  but  8000, 
and  the  town  covered  a narrow  strip  about  three 
fourths  of  a mile  in  length. — These  advantages  ac 
crue  partly  through  the  unrivalled  position  of  this 
city,  and  partly  through  the  nature  of  our  political 
and  social  institutions.  The  latter  powerfully  ex- 
cite the  master-passions  of  ambition  and  emulation, 
which  in  some  shape  or  other  reside  in  every  breast. 
To  the  former  we  are  indebted  for  what  might 
prove  a monopoly  of  the  trade  of  ten  states  of 
the  union,  rich  in  the  productions  of  their  soil,  and 
equal  in  extent,  and  by  and,  by,  in  population,  to 
many  of  the  countries  in  Europe. 

Behold  our  present  condition.  To  contemplate 
what  we  may  be,  the  stretch  of  the  mind  is  infinite- 
ly greater;  we  must  follow  the  progress  of  steam 
navigation  to  the  foot  of  the  falls  of  St.  Anthony — to 
the  Yellow  Stone,  and  to  the  great  lakes.  We  must 
calculate  the  riches  likely  to  be  reaped  from  the 
trade  of  the  multitudes  peopling  the  North  West; 
and  then  we  turn  to  the  left  with  hopes  no  less  as- 
piring. 

?-•  Placed  comparatively  near  the  debouchment  of  all 
the  great  streams,  but  one  which  water  the  inter 
nal  provinces  of  Mexico,  New  Orleans  seems  destin- 
ed to  serve  as  their  store-house,  from  whence  will 
issue,  by  every  mode  of  conveyance,  all  the  mer- 


chandise which  millions  ma/  want  for  luxury  or  use. 
The  Arkansas  and  Red  rivers  can  be  made  to  bear 
steam  boats  to  the  foot  of  the  dividing  ridge  of  the 
chain  of  mountains  in  which  heads  the  Rio  Grande 
of  Californio,  and  thus  will  be  opened  to  us  the 
rich  provinces  in  the  North  West  of  Mexico;  whilst 
to  the  south,  caravans  of  mules,  by  land,  and  nu- 
merous small  vessels  by  sea  are  employed  in  a trade 
mutually  beneficial.  If  we  are  true  to  ourselves, 
and  act  with  spirit  and  liberality,  it  is  believed  there 
can  be  but  little  cause  for  apprehension  as  to  the 
competition  of  other  nations  in  the  trade  of  Mexico. 
The  actual  condition  of  that  country  is  such  that  it 
is  nearly  impossible  to  dispose  of  without  loss,  the 
cargo  of  '<ny  large  vessel  arriving  from  Europe,  in 
either  of  the  two  or  three  ports  in  the  gulf. 

This  is  the  state  of  things  at  present,  and  there  is 
no  prospect  of  any  material  alteration  for  many 
years  to  come.  It  therefore,  follows  that  the  mer- 
chant at  New  Orleans,  who  can  expedite,  at  any 
moment,  a small  vessel,  with  a cargo  which  he  is 
certain  of  disposing  of  without  delay,  must  always 
have  the  advantage,  as  he  runs  little  risk  and  has 
quick  returns  on  his  venture. 

Loss  of  the  United  States  frigate  Chesapeake  by  bad 
gunpotoder.  From  the  Boston  Patriot^  January  29— 
The  facts  set  forth  in  the  following  petition,  which 
has  been  presented  to  our  legislature,  shew  the 
ineflicacy  of  the  existing  law  regulating  the  inspec- 
tion of  gunpowder  in  this  commonwealth,  and  call 
loudly  upon  our  legislature  for  its  repeal. 

To  the  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 

in  general  court  assembled: 

I beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  submit  to  your  con- 
sideration a leading  fact,  showing  how  very  import- 
ant, in  a national  point  of  view,  is  the  repeal  of  the 
gunpowder  inspection  law  of  Massachusetts. 

The  capture  of  the  United  States’  frigate  Chesa- 
peake, during  the  late  war,  is  due  altogether  to 
the  inspection  law  of  Massachusetts.  From  a source 
in  which  I have  the  fullest  confidence,  I have  been 
informed  that,  of  the  elven  shot  which  had  struck 
the  hull  of  the  Shannon  under  the  water-line,  not 
more  than  t'vo  or  three  had  gone  through  her  bot- 
tom, her  powder  been  good^  the  whole  eleven 

shot  would  undoubtedly  have  gone  through  and  the 
Shannon  must  have  sunk. 

And  why  was  the  powder  of  the  Chesapeake 
bar].^  On  this  point,  allow  me  to  state  a fact,  which 
1 have  also  from  an  unquestionable  source.  Soon 
after  the  capture  of  the  Chesapeake,  commodore 
Stewart  went  out  to  Tuft’s  magazine,  to  try  some 
powder  which  he  was  purchasing  for  the  U.  States 
frigate  Constitution;  and  then  tried  some  of  the 
very  lots  of  which  the  Chesapeake  had  a part.  These 
lots  had  passed  the  inspection  law  of  Massachusetts, 
which  then  required,  as  it  now  does,  the  ball  to  be 
thrown  75  yards.  It  was  undoubtly  on  the  faith  of 
that  law,  on  the  faith  of  the  reputation  of  the  in- 
spection laws  of  this  commonwealth,  that  the  gal- 
lant Lawrence  ventured  to  trust  to  this  powder, 
without  trying  it  himself.  Judge  then  of  Stewart’s 
astonishment,  of  his  indignation,  when  lie  found 
that  some  of  these  lots  threw  the  ball  only  12,  19, 
30,  and  60  yards  ! ! 

For  these  and  other  weighty  reasons,  I,  therefore, 
pray  for  the  repeal  of  the  inspection  law  of  gunpo  w- 
der, and  that  the  quality  may  rest  altogether  on  the 
reputation  or  the  brand  of  the  manufacturer. 

JOHN  PEDRIC,  3d. 
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The  ediior  having  bt*en  absent  Irom  tiome  for 
sevi  ral  da}S,  re.speciluiiy  oilers  that  circunisiaiice 
as  an  excuse  lor  apparent  inaUention  to  an)  private 
Gommumcations,  as  weh'  as  for  the  ornissuin  to  no- 
tice or  insert  several  things  that  would,  otlierwise, 
have  appeared  in  this  sheet. 

Of /’ll  will  be  seen  by  the  congressional  proceed- 
ii  gc,  that,  on  Wednesday  l ast,  after  a most  arduous 
and  ardent  session  ot  -dboutlen  hours,  the  house  oi 
representatives,  in  conitniitce  of  tlie  whole,  refus- 
ed to  strike  out  the  lirst  section  of  the  bill  tor  the 
turUier  encouragement  of  dooicstic  manutaciur 'S. 
For  striking  out  51,  against  it  77.  This  is  ihougliL 
by  some  to  sliew'  about  the  real  majority  of  the 
house  who  are  disposed  to  enact  a bill  of  this  sort. 

Since  the  Missouri  question,  no  matter  has  been 
so  warmly  debated  as  the  principle  of  tins  b.li — con- 
etrning  which,  (having  heaid  a considerable  part 
thereof),  we  shall  probably  offer  son*e  extensive 
remarks  at  a future  clay.  I'he  in.  jomy,  at  last,  pre- 
vailed to  establish  the  principle;  stiii  the  fate  ot  the 
bill  IS  uncertain,  on  account  of  discussions  that  may 
po.ssibly  arise  on  its  details,  it  is  believed  that  the 
senate  is  favorable  to  the  bill — and  that,  if  they 
can  get  it  in  season  from  the  house  of  representa- 
tivfcs,  it  may  become  a law  at  the  present  session. 

IsfTEKESTisG  LETTERS.  Wc  have  the  pleasure  to 
present  three  interesting  letters  from  tlie  three 
surviving  ex  presidents  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  subject  of  education,  to  which  is  added  another 
from  a citizen  of  Maine  to  the  editor  of  tiie  Re- 
gister The  last  being  practical,  cannot  be  regard- 
ed as  less  important  to  the  miuter  than  either  of 
the  others. 

Natt  HOSPITAL  Fcxn.  We  have  the  usual  annual 
report  of  the  state  of  this  fund.  The  balance  at 
present  due,  and  to  be  applied  to  the  objects  for 
which  the  fund  was  instituted,  is  gl49,742  10. 

Fortifications.  A report  of  the  chief  eiigi- 
neer  details  the  amount,  quantity  and  cost  of  the 
work  which  has  been  clone  during  the  past  year,  on 
forts  Delaware,  Washington,  Monroe,  Calhoun,  and 
at  the  Higolets. 

The  surri  expended  on  each  was  as  follows: 

Bort  Delaware  .....  g25,050  06 

Wasiiington 27,029  45 

Monroe 68,521  49 

Calhoun,  unexpended  bal.  7,183  24 

of  last  yearns  appro.  43,989  65-  51,172  89 
At  the  Uigolets  ....  45.713  92 

These  amounts  are  made  up  to  the  30th  Nov, 
1822.  In  respect  to  every  work,  there  was  a bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation  remaining  unexpended. 
This  is  exactly  as  it  should  be — the  emergency 
should  be  great,  or  the  necessity  imperious,  when 
the  amount  of  an  appropriation  is  exceeded.  Con- 
gress very  often  do  wrong  in  giving  too  much  or 
allowing  too  little — but  it  is  the  principle  of  our  go- 
vernment that  the  legislative  body  should  hold  tlie 
♦•purse  strings”-  and  we  hope  that  it  always  will  be, 
in  all  respects  and  as  applicable  to  every  expendi 
ture.  The  secretary  of  w.ar  deserves  well  for  his 
adherence  to  this  savinq  principle. 

VoL.  XXflh- 24. 


Equality.  The  ship  Mf-.gin.  t nas  arnvt  >.  ac  \v 
Y rk.  witli  '.\hocL\.  one  hundred  ions  of  ilng  ish  -aheat. 
Now,  tins  IS  a favorable  c,ircum&tance  io  those 
w'ho  arc  opposed  to  the  passage  of  any  bill  for  tiie 
protection  cf  domestic  iiuhistry — they  will  say  it  is 
compatible  with  our  rank  as  an  independent  nation, 
that,  w;.cn  wheat  is  dear  in  the  Uniieci  8 .Ues  .md 
cheap  i.i  England,  we  should  r'.»ceive  it  fruin  E g- 
laiid;  ana  that  when  it  is  ciieap  in  the  United  States 
anci.dcarin  England,  that  England  slionid  exci  ide 
it,  though  thousands  might  perish  with  hunger  for 
Want  of  the  supplies  whicli  we  might  send,  at 
lair  prices,  i bis  is  the  ‘free  trade’  so  much  iauued, 
and  die  operation  of  the  dogmas  of  Adam  Sinith 
and  others !! ! Indeed! — 1 cannot  apprehend  how 
that  man’s  heart  is  constituted,  who  will  pauciitly 
submit  to  such  rank  injuslice.  Let  us  deal  with  all 
nations  on  reciprocal  terms,  or  reluse  to  deal  with 
them.  W'e  are  as  important  to  them  as  they  can  be 
to  us — It  is  the  character  of  a tree  man  to  feel  himself 
as  good  asany  one.  ’I'iie  slave  submits  to  arhitrary 
power  and  suliei  s oppression — but  tne  eagle-spirit 
sours  above  and  looks  down  upon  Doth. 

Presidential.  An  Ohio  paper  gives  the  follow- 
ing as  the  ages  of  the  different  genilemen  named 
tor  tlife  presidency — Mr.  Adams  55;  .Mr.  Calhoun 
38;  Mr.  Clay  40  to  42;  Mr.  Clinton  53;  Mr.  Craw- 
ford 58;  Gen.  Jackson  58.  The  writer  tliniKs  that 
no  one  lessthari  oUyearsold  shoulu  be  selected;  and 
says  tliat  Washington  was  57,  Adams  63,  Jefferson 
56,  Madison  53,  and  Monroe  59,  when  they  seve- 
rally leached  the  presidency.  H hat,  oj  age? 

The  Erie  canal.  It  is  computed  tliat  40,543 
tons  of  articles  were  transponed,  east  and  west,  on 
that  part  of  the  canal  which  was  navigable  during 
the  last  season.  Some  of  the  principal  things 
were,  184,522  bids,  flour,  17,663  do.  salt,  9,495  do. 
provisions,  4,872  do.  ashes,  366  do.  oil,  98,174  bush, 
wheat,  46,892  do.  lime,  about  1,500,0U0  feet  boards 
and  timber,  775  tons  gypsum,  194,398  gals,  wliis- 
key,  with  bark,  wood  and  mercliandisc. 

One  horsr  draws  25  toms  25  miles  per  day — the 
boats  at  present  used  are  of  the  kind  called  /Ivr- 
ham  boats-,  but  others,  built  special ly  for  the  canal, 
are  preferable  and  coming  into  use.  I'he  average 
fxeight  of  all  articles  is  about  150  cents  a ton,  per 
100  .niles,  exclusive  of  the  tolls — merchandise  pays 
300,  salt  and  gypsum  50  cents,  produce,  gene- 
rally, 150.  It  is  ttiought  that  when  the  transport 
sliail  reach  500,000  tons,  which  is  soon  expected  af- 
ter the  work  is  completed,  that  the  canal  will  hard- 
ly be  able  to  sustain  it,  and  if  it  siiould  ever  much 
exceed  that  amount,  anotner  canal  must  be  made, 
fhe  toils  of  the  late  year,  collected  on  the  section 
that  was  used,  amounted  to  from  60  to  65,000  dol- 
lars. 

General  .Tackson.  On  the  anniversary  of  the 
victory  of  New  Orleans,  a .splendid  puolic  enter- 
tainment was  given  to  gen,  Jackson  by  the  people 
of  Nashville.  The  following  is  the  hero’s  reply 
to  an  address  delivered  on  the  occasion: 

Sir — 1 feel  sensibly  the  honor  which  has  this  day" 
been  paid  me.  Words  fail  in  giving  utterance  to  a 
proper  sense  of  gratitiule  for  the  rejieated  tributes 
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of  affection  from  my  fellow  citizens  of  Tennessee; 
doubly  endeared  to  me  on  this  occasion,  as  emanat 
ing  in  part  fr(;m  those  who  participated  in  tlie  same 
scenes  and  encountered  the  same  dangers,  winch 
you  have  so  impressively  described.  1 recognize 
around  me  the  soldiers  of  Pelledega,  Tallase-hatch- 
ey,  Emukfaw  and  'Pohopeka;  those  who  bled  on 
the  plains  of  the  Mississippi,  suffered  in  Florida, 
and  triumphed  at  Orleans.  Phat  1 have  been  the 
humble  instrument  in  the  hands  of  a Supreme  Be- 
ing to  arrest  the  savage  scalping  knife,  to  give  pro- 
tection to  a bleeding  frontier,  and  to  lead  these 
citizen  soldiers  to  victory,  will  ever  be  remember 
ed  with  mingled  emotions  of  pleasure  and  devotion. 
These  acts,  in  producing  beneficial  results  to  my 
country,  and  in  being  duly  appreciated  by  my  fel- 
low citizens,  carry  with  them  their  highest  value; 
for,  to  the  patriot  soldier,  the  approbation  of  one’s 
country  is  his  richest  reward. 

That  the  commemoration  of  this  day  may,  for  fu 
ture  ages,  bring  with  it  the  recollection  only  of 
wars  that  have  passed;  that  my  country  may  long 
prosper  in  peace,  and  that  my  fellow  citizens,  in  ge 
neral,  and  you  individually,  as  the  oi'gan  through 
which  their  feelings  have  been  this  day  communi 
cated  to  me,  may  enjoy  the  blessings  of  happiness 
in  this  and  in  the  world  to  come,  is  my  sincere 
prayer. 

Newspapebs. — In  the  state  of  New  York,  there 
are,  at  present,  99  weekly  newspapers,  one  pub- 
lished thrice  a v/eek,  and  9 daily  ones — in  ail  108. 
It  is  estimated  that  164,000  are  circulated  weekly, 
and  eight  millions  and  a half  a year;  in  value  about 
g270,000. 

Debts.  The  legislature  of  North  Carolina  has 
abolished  imprisonment  for  debts  contracted  after 
the  1st  of  May  next. 


. appreciated,  and  a proper  understanding  of  those 
facts  may  essentially  subserve  the  public  nterest 
in  deciding  the  question  of  electing  the  governor 
by  the  people,  as  passed  by  the  senate,  which  in- 
volves the  principle  of  representation  according  to 
the  numerical  force  of  pojmlation,  its  e irly  insertion 
is  resp'  ctfully  requested  by  Politicus. 

January  27,  1823. 

A slalement  of  the  probable  number  of  voters  in  the 
several  counties,  and  in  the  ci'y  of  Baltimore,  in  the 
state  of  Maryland,  founded  on  the  censin  of  1820, 
together  ivith  an  average,  and  an  apportionment  oj 
representation  to  the  said  counties,  on  the  principle 
of  population. 


Counties. 

Votes. 

Delegates. 

Fract’iis 

Loss. 

Gain . 

1.  Allegany 

I 1,65: 

2 

255 

2 

2.  Anne  Arundel  & 
City  of  Annapolis  J 

j 3,12.5 

4 

325 

2 

• 5 Haiti  more  city 
1 Baliiinoie  county 
3.  Calvert 

I 11,276 
5,623 
! 852 

1 

70  ■> 

233 

152 

3 

18 

4.  Caroline 

; 1,459 

2 

59 

2 

5,  Cojcil 

1 2,754 

0 

654 

1 

6.  Charles 

i 1 432 

2 

32 

2 

7.  Dorchester 

i 2,147 

3 

47 

1 

*"rrptlerick 

6.330 

9 

30 

S 

8.  Harford 

2,593 

3 

493 

I 

9.  Kent 

1,178 

1 

478 

3 

10.  Montgomery 

11.  Prince  George’s 

12.  Queen  Ann’s 

2,027 

2 

622 

2 

1,873 

2 

423 

2 

1,480 

2 

80 

2 

13.  St.  Mary's 

1.319 

1 

619 

3 

14.  Somerset 

2,140 

3 

40 

1 

15.  Talbot 

1,.583 

2 

18S 

2 

•Washington 

4,243 

6 

43 

2 

16.  Worcester 

2,312 

3 

212 

1 

Total 

56,390 

75 

5 

30 

25 

OU’Average  705  to  each  delegate. 

Total  of  delegates  ....  - 75 

Fractions  .......  5 


80 

’"Dominant  connties  S—dclegates  39  Gain  25 

No.  1 to  16,  disfranchised  16  do.  36  3 * Loss  30 


Massachusetts — state  prison.  According  to  a re- 
port for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September 
last,  the  average  number  of  convicts  in  the  prison 
was  about  275.  The  number  received  during  the 
year  vvas  91,  the  number  discharged  was  83,  of 
whom  14  only  were  pardoned,  10  died  and  1 escap- 
ed. The  amount  received  from  the  sales  of  stone 
was  g23,796;  the  amount  for  labor  of  shoemakers, 
weavers,  brushmakers  &c.  ^9,844.  The  balance 
against  the  prison,  on  the  accounts  of  the  year,  was 
^8,374,  besides  the  salaries  of  the  directors,  phy 
sicians,  chaplain  and  warden,  amounting  to  g2,900. 

Represemtatiost  in  Marylantj.  The  following 
article  is  copied  from  the  “Maryland  Republican,” 
printed  at  Annapolis.  It  it  necessary  to  observe, for 
the  information  of  persons  out  of  the  state,  that 
coxmties,  and  not  persons,  are  now  represented  in  our 
house  of  delegates,.^  Thus,  Calvert  county,  with 
852  voters,  all  told,  sends  4 members,  the  number 
sent  by  Frederick,  with  6,330;  Anne  Arundel  coun 
ty  sends  4,  and  Annapolis  city,  (which  is  within  the 
same),  senes  2— together  6;  the  amount  sent  by 
Baltimore  county  and  city.  The  present  number  of 
members  is  80 — Baltimore,  Frederick  and  Wash- 
ington now  send  14  of  them:  but,  according  to  }>o 
pulation,  (or  even  more  so  on  account  of  taxation), 
they  should  send  39 — and  why  the  word  “domi- 
nant” and  ^^disfranchised*’  counties  should  be  used, 
we  cannot  tell;  not  being  able  to  discover  why  one 
man  in  Calvert  ought  to  have  the  political  weight 
of  thirteen  men  in  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Hughes — As  tne  inclosed  statement  may  tend 
to  exhibit  existing  facts,  which  are  not  generally 
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Politicians.  This  term  is  selected  as  conveying 
an  idea  of  persons  who  have  little,  if  any,  regard 
for  the  welfare  of  the  republic,  unless  as  immedi- 
ately connected  with,  or  dependent  on,  their  own 
private  pursuits — who,  as  a great  party  leader  said 
of  himself,  are  men  of  ^*principle  according  to  their 
interest** — who  have  respect  to  the  “loaves  and 
fishes” — who  always  bow  to  a “rising  sum,”  and 
stand  prepared  to  dance  round  the  “golden  calf.” 
They  are  the  opposites  of  statesmen.  Now,  the 
late  Mr.  Lowndes  was  a staiesmafi — but  the  present 
Mr. is  only  a politician. 

There  are  little  knots  of  these  politicians  every 
where,  and  at  least  two  out  of  tliree  of  each  gang 
are  either  office-holders  or  office  seekers,  and  each 
gives  or  takes  the  influence  that  he  himself  or  his 
f^^ellows  may  possess,  to  advance  particular  views 
or  keep  honest  and  honorable  men  in  the  back 
ground.  I'heir  proceedings  are  the  antipodes  of 
truth  and  justice.  They  are  the  “fag  ends”  of 
the  human  family.  What  other  men  call  conscience, 
they  regard  as  a matter  to  be  bought  and  sold,  as 
convenience  or  opportunity  offers. 

This  race  of  beings  is  of  the  remotest  antiquity. 
In  the  time  of  the  Persian  kings,  the  chiefs  of  them 
were  generally  eunuchs— and  the  chiefs  at  this  day 
are,  most  commonly,  something  less  than  other 
men.  Denied  the  respect  of  society  from  the  pau- 
city of  their  talents  or  their  want  of  regard  to  pro- 
priety,  they  endeavor  to  find  a substitute  for  it  in 
cold-calculating  intrigue  or  impudent  assumption. 
I'hey  will  allow  only  one  side  of  a story  to  reach 
the  public  ear,  if  they  can  prevent  it.  Impartiality 
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13  to  them  a crime,  and  hypocricy  a virtue.  They 
are  as  centinels  at  tlie  jjates  of  paUces  or  places  in 
which  power  is  located,  and  iheir  duty  to  each  other 
is — that,  when  one  makes  an  assertion,  another  is 
always  ready  to  affirm  its  veracity.  In  general, 
they  may  be  known  by  an  ad'ected  knowledge  ot 
every  thing— by  the  possession  of  fat  offices  for 
themselves;  by  their  couitings  of  persons  in  autho- 
rity— in  a “feathering”  of  their  own  nests  by  pluck- 
ingsof  the  “public  goose” — by  the  holding  ot  sine- 
cures— by  doing  notliing  but  running  to  and  tio  to 
disguise  truth  or  disseminate  error.  Yet  they  are 
a very  unhappy  set — they  are  always  in  terror  of 
some  explosion;  and,  when  they  look  into  them- 
selves, their  mind  has  the  feeling  of  a man  suffering 
under  an  amputation  when  the  saw  readies  the 
marrow  of  his  bone!  Those  who  can  call  to  recol 
lection  the  political  history  of  our  country  for  the 
last  twenty  five  years,  will  not  want  evidence  of 
the  right  of  what  is  here  asserted.  Those  wdio  will 
look  round  and  see  what  is  going  on,  will  discover 
the  reality  of  it,  as  easily  as  the  light  of  the  sun  at 
its  high  and  mighty  meredian. 

There  is  no  present  hope  of  exterminating  the 
breed  of  those  persons  seeking  ‘ power  and  forget 
ting  right,”  though  the  public  virtue  may  do  much 
to  keep  them  in  check.  Their  grades  are  various. 
One  set  is  content  to  dictate  to  a village,  another 
will  regulate  the  affairs  of  a county,  a third  wishes 
to  manage  the  concerns  of  a city,  a fourth  aspires 
t,p  a monopoly  of  the  power  of  a state,  and  the 
the  fifth  class  of  mandarins  think  that,  by  caucus 
or  compromise,  they  ought  to  direct  the  matters 
that  belong  to  the  United  States,  especially  as  to 
appointments  to  office  or  the  obtaining  of  contracts, 
which,  indeed,  is  all  that  they  care  for!  Perhaps, 
W’e  must  have  such  men — but  it  is  right  that  their 
condition  should  be  understood,  even  so  far  as  this 
—that,  when  a poor  man  buys  a couple  of  pounds 
ef  sugar,  he  shall  say  “there  goes  six  cents  to 
the  support  of  Tommy,  Dickey,  or  Harry,  ‘^esquircy^ 
being  the  amount  of  the  tax  w hich  he  pays  on  the 
SvJgar.  May  it  not  be  right — may  it  not  be  a great 
economy  of  time,  to  save  us  the  trouble  of  think- 
ing for  ourselves — and  why  should  not  those  who 
take  on  them  this  trouble,  have  a profit  out  of  it? 
The  generous  man  will  not  dabble  in  filthy  waters 
— but  as  there  is  a great  quantity  of  public  dirty  per- 
haps such  as  these  are  necessary  to  wade  through  it. 

Like  the  “Chinese  shades,”  one  set  of  migh- 
ty  men  is  let  down  to  make  room  for  another— 
which  plays  its  part,  and  then  also  disappears  in 
contempt;  the  public  mind  being  surfeited  with  pre- 
sumption, though  the  public  purse  may  have  paid 
severely  for  it.  And  so  we  have  it  “up-and-down,” 
see  saw,  at  “Uncle  Sam”  and  his  mothers,  the  seve- 
ral states.  But  this  is  the  great  grievance — one 
leeching  is  a full  allowance  for  a generation.  On 
account  of  our  popular  system,  we  have  several- 
less,  however,  perhaps,  as  to  the  amount  of  blood- 
sucking than  any  other  nation:  still,  there  is  enough 
of  it — quant,  suf.  as  the  doctor  says,  when  he  con- 
sults his  intellect  by  applying  the  head  of  his  cane 
to  the  tip  of  his  nose. 

Is  the  reader  curious  to  know  where  those  peo- 
ple are  located? — Let  him  look  about  home.  He  will 
find  a set  in  his  own  immediate  neighborhood,  whe- 
ther he  resides  in  Maine  or  Missouri — Baltimore  or 
Boston — in  the  village  of  Shawangung  or  Owlopolis. 
The  facts  are  fitted  to  any  meredian,  and  may  be 
localized  any  where,  the  city  of  Washington  being 
always  regarded  as  “head  quarters.”  I could  easily 
give  a special  application  to  these  general  remarks. 
T could  mention  the  names  of  above  a dozen  persons 


as  fast  as  I could  write  them  down,  who  receive 
more  than  as  many  thousand  dollars  a year  for  an 
average  of  less  than  an  hour’s  real  attention  to  bn  si* 
ness  per  day,  and  speak  of  five  others,  who  long  held 
two  offices,  of  a petty  character,  but  productive  of 
about  three  thousand  dollars  per  ann.  to  each  of  them 
—or  fifteen  thousand  dollars  for  a gang  of  five  But 
1 cannot  descend  to  specialities — the  people  must 
do  this  for  themselves,  and  manage  their  own  con- 
cerns. And,  when  we  see  persons  enjoying  those 
great  advantages,  and  behold  others  assuming  all 
influence  to  tliemselves,  we  should  seriously  usk, 
what  are  their  rightful  pretensions  to  merit  other 
than  that  of  a certain  long  eared  gentleman,  who, 
it  is  said,  fif  unseen J,  can  alarm  even  a lion  by  his 
braying?  The  error  is,  that  we  do  not  see  these 
as  we  should  do. 

Impoiitaxt  nEcisio’f.  The  president  and  direc- 
tors of  the  bank  of  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky 
brought  a suit,  in  tlie  Adair  circuit  court,  against 
Benjamin  Lampton  and  others,  on  a note  for  money 
loaned  at  the  branch  at  Greensburg. 

I'he  defendants,  by  their  attorney,  plead  as  fol- 
lows: “That  the  w’riting  sued  on  w'as  illegal  and 

void:  for  they  aver  that  the  bank  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Kentucky,  at  their  branch  at  Greensburg, 
loaned  the  defendant  bank  paper,  or  notes  of  the 
said  bank,  signed  by  the  president  andcountersign- 
ed  by  the  cashier  of  the  said  bank  of  the  common, 
wealth,  payable  on  demand,  and  which  bank  paper 
or  notes  were  issued  and  loaned  by  said  bank  by  the 
authority  and  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  legisla* 
ture  of  Kentucky,  entitled  “an  act  to  establish 
the  bank  of  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,”  and 
which  notes,  or  bank  paper,  were  transferred  by  de- 
livery, and  were  bottomed  upon  the  credit,  loaned 
for  the  benefit,  and  issued  in  behalf  of  the  state  of 
Kentucky,  and  were  bills  of  credit,  within  the  mean- 
ing and  prohibition  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  article  1,  section  10,  forbidding 
the  emission  of  bills  of  credit  by  any  state  in  the 
union;  and,  in  consideration  of  said  illegal  loan  of 
said  illegal  bank  paper,  the  defendant  executed 
his  note,  with  security,  then,  to  the  plaintiff,  for  the 
amount,  according  to  the  denomination  of  said  ille- 
gal bank  paper;  and  said  note,  executed  by  him  as 
aforesaid,  became  due,  and  the  defendant  paid' the 
call  made  thereon  and  the  interest  also,  and  exe- 
cuted the  note,  in  the  petition  set  forth,  for  the 
balance  still  unpaid  of  said  illegal  bank  paper,  as  a 
renewed  note,  and  a subscription  and  satisfaction 
of  the  first  note  aforesaid,  and  for  no  other  consi- 
deration.” 

The  plaintiffs  filed  a demurrer  to  the  plea,  and 
judge  I'ornpkins  sustained  the  demurrer,  and  gave 
judgment  for  the  amount  of  the  note. 

The  defendants  prayed  an  appeal;  and,  at  the  pre- 
sent term  of  the  court  of  appeals,  the  cause  was 
heard  and  the  judgment  of  the  court  b(  low  af- 
firmed. [.drgus. 

Curious  Law  Case.  Albany,  Dec,  25.  A singu- 
lar case  of  bigamy  was  tried  at  the  present  court  of 
general  sessious  of  this  county.  Fanny  Edger, 
otherwise  called  Frances  Edge,  w’as  indicted  for 
having  married  John  Butterfield,  in  August  last, 
she  then  having  a lawful  husband  living,  to  wit, 
George  Edge.  The  first  marriage  to  Edge  was 
proved  by  Richard  Waiting,  esq  then  a justice  of 
the  peace,  in  January  1816,  and  the  last  marriage 
was  proved  by  Stephen  M.  Conger,  esq.  also  a 
justice,  and  proof  was  given  that  the  first  husband 
was  still  living.  The  public  prosecutor  here  rested 
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the  vuuse.  1 he  frail,  Dutf^^vorite  fair  one,  then  of 
fereci  to  prove  in  iier  delence,  a ifdid  marriage, 
anterior  to  the  marriage  with  Edge — andih.  rcv. 
Mr.  viayer,  of  this  cit>,  wascalleuasa  witness,  and 
pro. ed  that  in  Februar}  1815,  the  prisoner  was 
married  by  him  to  Francis  VV.  Cook.  That  Cook  was 
alive  when  the  prisoner  was  married  to  Edge,  was 
also  proved.  This  singular  defence  was  held  to  be 
gciod,  inastnuch  as  it  repelled  the  allegation  m the 
indictment,  t’. at  Edge  was  her  taivful  husband;  and 
under  the  charge  of  the  ^ourt,  she  was  acquitted. 
The  hymeneal  chains  appeared  to  sit  very  lightly 
upon  this  lady;  as  she  shook  them  off  upon  any  fa 
vorable  opportunity  that  offered.  Her  acquittal 
would  indeed  seem  to  sanction  the  commonly  re 
ceived  adage,  that,  although  a party  may  be  pun- 
islied  for  a second  marriage,  yet  that  a third  mar 
riage  renders  the  transaction  w/10%  or  in 

other  words  that  the  lady  is  outlawed.  The  district 
attorney  however,  threw  out  an  insinuation,  that 
although  she  had  escaped  this  time,  yet  upon  ano 
ther  indictment,  she  should  be  brought  to  justice. 

Cultivation  of  tobacco. — A number  of  farmers  on 
the  river  Huron,  west  of  this  place,  have,  during 
th*  past  sep.son,  realized  a very  handsome  profit 
fioir.  smaU  p.jrtions  of  their  farms,  wdiich  they  had 
approprrated  to  the  cultivation  of  tobacco.  The 
article  brought  them  six  cents  a pound  in  the  leaf. 
The  a>  e»'age  crop  i.s  said  to  have  equalled  the  high 
expectations  formed  of  the  productiveness  of  the 
soil,  and  many  are  preparing  t(-  eng  ,ge  in  the  bu- 
siness more  extensively.  The  crop  of  the  last  sea 
son,  on  the  Huron,  was  about  15  perogue  1 ads, 
averag  ng  perhaps  700  p</unds  each. — Det.  Gaz. 

Havana,  s he  whole  number  of  vessels  which 
entered  the  port  of  Havana,  in  the  year  1822,  was 
1296  -of  which  386  were  ‘Spaniards,  669  Ameri- 
cans, 113  English,  61  French,  18  Dutch,  12  Ham 
bwrg,  7 Bremen,  7 Boriuguese,  6 D.inisn,  4 Swe 
disn,  2 Sicilian,  1 Oldenburg,  1 Sardinian,  1 Colom 
bian  and  2 pirates,  prizes — presenting  a grand  lotai 
of  1296 — inch  ding  141  vessels  of  war,  of  which  69 
were  strangers.  

Feudal  splendor.  Prince  Esterhazy  lately  gave 
.a  great  hunt  in  compliment  to  liis  friends,  at  which 
upwards  of  eight  hui  dred  peasants  w'ere  employed 
for  15  days  in  enclosing  and  rousing  the  game.  In 
the  grand  duchy  of  Hesse,  the  pea.sants  being  call- 
ed out,  oM,a  hke  occasion,  refused  to  serve  -xs^^chiens 
de  chasef*  or  as  pointers  or  hounds.  The  conse- 
quence was  a law  suit  between  them  and  the  pro- 
prietor, to  determine  the  capacity  in  which  they 
were  to  perform  service. 

Eleoant  compliment.  Fontenelle,  at  the  age  of 
after  s.^ying  m.any  amiable  and  gallant  things  to 
the  young  and  beautiful  madame  Helvetius,  passed 
before  ner  without  perceiving  her,  in  order  to  place 
hi rv  self  at  table — “See,”  said  madame  Helvetius, 
“how  I ought  to  value  your  gallantries:  you  pass 
before  me  without  looking  at  me.”  “Madame,” 
sa-fJ  the  old  man,  “t/ 1 had  looked  at  yoUf  I could  not 
have  passed.” 

A Salmon  trout,  weighing  18^  lbs,  caught  in 
Cayuga  lake,  was  lately  sold  in  the  city  of  New 
York  for  fourteen  dollars. 

Tobacco  of  Upper  Canada. — A letter  from  Am- 
herstburg.  Upper  Canada,  published  in  the  Quebec 
Gazette,  says;  “ I here  has  been  some  stir  this  win- 
ter in  consequence  of  the  tobacco  trade.  Next 


spring  I think  there  will  not  be  less  than  one  hundred 
hogsheads  shipped  from  hence.  Tlie  Lower  Canada 
merchants  will  soon  have  to  find  us  other  markets 
than  Montreal  and  Quebec,  for  the  quantity  wiU 
increase  at  least  tenfold  the  year  after.” 

Tratellino.  From  the  Bedford,  ^ Penv.f  True 
American.  From  an  account  kept  by  Mr.  Mollwitz, 
keeper  of  the  turnpike  gate,  on  the  North  moun- 
tain, between  Loudon  and  M‘Connellsbuig,  it  ap- 
pears that  there  passed  and  re  passed  throng))  his 
gate,  from  the  first  of  DecembeT,  1821,  to  the  30th 
of  November,  1822, 


Broad  wheeled  wagons 

1555 

Narrow  do.  do. 

3596 

Two  hoise  wagons 

283 

Single  do.  do. 

609 

Two  horse  carriages 

130 

Chairs  and  gigs 

201 

Single  horse  carts 

38 

Sleighs  and  sleds  with  two  horses 

144 

Do.  do.  one  do. 

87 

Riding  horses 

4766 

Total  iiorses 

32,941 

Cattle 

4,340 

Sheep 

6,220 

Hogs 

2,820 

Satlino  CARRiAGEh.  A machine,  invented  by  a 
gentleman  of  Christ  college,  Cambridge,  was  late- 
ly tried  at  New  Market.  In  shape  it  is  nearly  that 
of  an  isosceles  triangle,  and  it  moves  with  the  broad 
end  forvvai’d,  on  four  wheels.  It  hasa  boom  thirty- 
two  feet  long,  and  an  exceeding  high  mast.  It  will 
carry  twelve  persons  at  the  rate  of  thirty  miles  an 
hour.  To  the  axle  of  the  hinder  wheels  is  fixed  a 
rudder.  It  can  go  on  a wind,  and  tack  as  a vessel 
at  sea,  and  is  capable  of  being  so  correctly  guided, 
that  the  pilot  at  pleasure  can  run  the  wheels  over  a 
stone — Land.  Mag, 

Monet.  The  following  are  the  particulars  of  a 
curious  bill,  copied  lately  from  an  original  record 
belonging  to  the  borough  of  Thetford,  Eng.  It  ap- 
pears  to  have  been  entered  on  the  record  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  IH.  in  the  year  1336,  and  exhibits 
an  account  of  the  value  of  some  articles  at  that  time, 
being  a bill  inserted  in  the  town-book  of  the  ex- 
penses attending  two  light  horsemen  from  Thet- 
ford to  the  army,  wliich  was  to  march  against  the 


Scots  that  year. 

Two  men  chosen  to  go  into  the  army 

against  Scotland,  £l  0 0 

For  cloth,  and  for  making  it  into  two 

gowns,  0 10 

For  two  pair  oFgloves  and  a stock  or  staff,  0 02 

For  two  horses,  1 15  0 

For  shoeing  these  horses,  0 0 4 

For  two  pair  cf  boots  for  the  light  horse- 
men, 0 2 8 

Paid  a lad  for  going  with  the  mayor  to 
Lynn  to  take  care  of  the  horses,  a dis- 
tance of  nearly  30  miles,  0 0 3 

To  a boy  for  carrying  a letter  to  Lynn,  0 0 1 

Expenses  for  the  horses  of  tw'b  light 
horsemen,  for  four  days  before  they 
departed,  0 10 


Theological  seminaries.  A long  account  of 
the  seminaries  at  Andover,  in  Massachusetts,  and 
Princeton,  in  New  Jersey,  is  compiled  for  the  New’ 
York  Commercial  Advertiser,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing facts  are  extracted: 
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At  An'^lover,  the  whole  number  of  students  is  one 
hundred  and  forty,  all  but  eight  of  them  being 
graduates  of  colleges. 

At  Princeton,  there  are  ninety-five  students,  all 
but  22  of  them  being  graduates  of  colleges. 

Of  254  graduates,  at  \ndover,  (sincel808,  when 
that  seminary  was  established),  16  luiYe  died;  114 
are  pastors  of  churclies;  30  are  preachers,  not  set 
tied,  or  are  in  other  employments,  as  professors 
in  colleges,  preceptors  of  academies,  &c.  &c.;  39 
are  missionaries  in  this  country;  17  are  missiona- 
ries in  foreign  countries,  and  ol  38,  their  residence 
&c.  is  unknown. 

We  find  that,  among  the  incidents  to  this  semina- 
ry,  there  is  a printing  odice,  to  which  is  given  the 
name  of  the  Codman  press,  after  the  name  ot  the 
rev.  John  Codman,  of  Dorchester,  wl«o  gave  one 
thousand  dollars  to  complete  its  founts  of  type. 

“It  has  beautiful  founts  of  Hebrew,  Arabic,  and 
Greek  type,  from  Germany,  and  is  now  procuring 
the  necessary  additions  of  Roman,  &c.  8cc.  It  is 
under  the  cax’e  of  Messrs.  Flagg  and  Gould,  who 
have  already  printed  from  it  the  translation  of 
Thiersch’s  Greek  tables,  and  part  of  the  H'iad  of 
Homer.  'I'hey  have  also  nearly  finished  printing  the 
translation  of  Jahn’s  Biblical  Archeology,  and  have 
in  press  the  second  edition  of  professor  Stuart’s 
Hebrew  grammar,  and  the  translation  of  Gesenius’ 
Hebrew  German  lexicon.  These  two  are  expected 
to  be  published  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  sum- 
raer.” 


Datid  Gray.  The  New-England  Galaxy  gives 
the  following  short  narrative  of  the  life  of  David 
Gray,  who  has  applied  to  the  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  compensate  him  for  his  revolutionary 
services.  It  seems  the  member  of  the  legislature 
who  presented  the  petition,  did  not  say  David  Gray 
was  the  Harvy  Birch  of  the  American  novel  called 
the  Spy,  but  merely  that  his  adventures  were  so 
similar,  as  well  to  justify  the  belief  that  he  might 
possibly  have  stood  as  the  original  of  that  well 
drawn  character. 

“We  have  obtained  a short  account  of  the  history 
of  Mr.  Gray.  He  was  born  in  Lenox,  in  this  stale; 
served  under  col.  .Allen  at  Ticonderoga,  in  1775, 
on  which  occasion  he  received  a small  present  from 
ccl.  Allen,  on  account  of  the  gallantry  he  had 
manifested;  was,  in  difi'erent  regiments,  actively 
engaged  in  service  till  1777,  when  he  entered  the 
first  regiment  of  Massachusetts,  commanded  by  col. 
Vose.  He  continued  in  this  regiment  three  years; 
and  it  is  for  this  service  that  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, on  the  occasion  above  rr.entiorie&l,  allowed 
him  his  full  pay.  On  the  second  of  January,  1780, 
he  was  transferred,  by  superior  orders,  to  tlie  quur 
ter  master’s  department;  and  at  this  time  his  un- 
common adventures  begin.  On  accouiit  of  tlie  in 
telligence  he  displayed  in  detecting  aline  of  tories 
and  loyalists,  which  extended  from  Canada  to  Nevv- 
York,  he  was  made  known  to  general  Washington, 
and  employed  by  him  in  secret  service.  For  this 
purpose  he  was  furnished  with  a pass,  authorizing 
the  bearer  to  pass  all  lines  and  outposts  whatever 
of  the  American  army,  and  also  with  a captain’s 
commission. 

“Gray  went  to  Connecticut  and  Long  Island;  was 
introduced,  as  a trusty  and  useful  person,  to  col. 
Robinson,  at  that  time  at  the  head  of  the  loyalists, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Am.-rican  Legion;  ai.d 
was  employed  by  him  to  carry  letters  to  loyalists 
in  New  York,  Vermont,  New-Harapsihre  and  Con 
r.ecticut.  Gray  first  delivered  these  letters  to  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army,  and 


then,  by  his  directions,  carried  them  to  tl-eir  proper 
addresses.  He  was  employed  a year  in  this  kind 
of  service.  He  was  afterwards  employed  by  gene- 
ral Clinton,  and  was  sent  ny  him  to  Canada  witli 
despatches;  upon  which  occasion  he  made  Iximself 
very  useful  to  the  Am'  rican  commander.  He  < on. 
tinned  in  tins  capacity  of  a double  spy,  assuming 
various  disguises  and  adopting  various  ex[iedicnts, 
botli  to  conceal  h»s  American  jiass  and  the  des- 
patches  which  he  occasionally  carried  from  both 
parties,  till  September,  1781,  when  lit  was  sent  to 
New  London  in  C<  nnecticut.  to  inform  colonel  Led- 
yard,  that,  if  the  wind  was  favorable,  Arnold  would 
attempt  to  land  there  the  next  morning.  Arnold 
accordingly  appeared,  and  the  fort  in  whicli  Gray 
was  stationed  having  been  taken  by  the  Britisli,  tie 
had  just  time  to  escape,  leaving  his  papers  in  tiie 
liands  of  the  American  commanding  offi  -.er.  'I’his 
was  the  end  of  his  services  as  a spy.  \t  the  dis- 
banding  of  the  army,  he  settled  and  married  in 
Fennsyivania,  and  has  lived  there  and  in  Vermont 
to  th,e  present  time. 

A piiEXOMF.NON.  From  the  Albany  Daily  Adver- 
tiser. On  the  farm  of  Isiael  Loomis,  sen  in  the 
town  of  Warren,  county  of  Herkimer,  N Y.  about 
65  miles  west  of  Albany,  1 1 miles  south  of  the  canal, 
and  half  a mile  north  of  the  third  great  western 
turnpike  road,  is  a small  spring  or  run  of  w.ater, 
which,  to  all  appearances  never  alters  in  quantity, 
either  in  wet  weath--r  or  in  dry.  I'iie  water  is  per- 
fectly soft  and  is  considered  the  best  in  the  region. 

Now  to  the  phenomenon.—  Always,  invariably, 
before  northeast  storms,  this  spring  becomes  tur- 
bid. This  muddmess  commences  about  twenty  four 
hours  before  tlie  storm,  and  continues  from  4 to  10 
hours,  according  to  the  power  of  Hie  storm  which 
is  coming:  this  invariably  takes  place  previous  to 
the  nortlieast  storm,  and  at  no  other  time.  Previous 
to  a moderate  storm,  however,  this  muddin  ss  of  the 
water  dots  not  continue  more  than  two  hours,  and 
then  runs  clear  again.  There  can  be  no  possible 
error  in  this  statement.  I'he  water  is  now  con- 
ducted in  aqueducts,  and  the  spring  is  covered,  so 
tliat  no  possible  external  cause  could  produce  this 
efi'eci.  1 have  now  stated  ficts  as  there  are.  The 
respectable  aged  people  who  have  used  the  waters 
of  the  spring  more  than  t’.venty  years,  tell  me  that 
they  can  predict  a northeast  storm  as  certainly  as 
they  can  the  rising  or  setting  of  the  sun:  and  that, 
when  the  weather  is  perfectly  mild,  and  the  wind  in 
the  south  or  in  the  west,  and  no  perceptible  signs 
of  any  storm  at  bund,  still,  if  their  spring  becomes 
muddy,  they  are  perfectly  sure  that  a northeast 
storm  will  commence  within  twenty  four  hours. 

This  spring  is  situated  at  the  north  foot  of  a small 
hill,  which  is  the  most  northwardly  spur  of  that 
range  of  hills  whose  waters  feed  the  Susquehannal.^ 
The  hill  appears  to  be  composed  of  clay  and  schist, 
and  the  spring  pours  out  the  water  near  its  north 
foot,  about  two  rods  above  the  plain,  where  the 
limestone  region  commences.  Tliis  water  flows  to 
the  Susqiiehannah.  Aithongh,  in  a direct  line,  it  i.s 
within  9 or  10  miles  of  the  Mohawk  river. 

Whether  this  does  or  does  not  favor  captain 
Symmes’  theory  of  the  earth,  I shall  not  attempt  to 
describe — but  having  stated  facts  as  they  are,  I 
shall  leave  their  causes  to  be  decided  by  men  who 
know  more  about  subjects  of  this  nature  than 

An  UNLEARNED  TRAVELLER. 


Whale  FiSHERT.  From  the  JWintuckei  Inquirer. — 
Abstract  of  two  letters  from  the  collector  of  New 
Bedford  to  Mr.  Bayli^s,  relative  to  the  whale  fishery. 
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In  January  1822,  it  is  stated  that  the  number  of. 
vessels  employed  in  this  fishery,  from  the  port  of 
w Bedford,  was  68.  Tonnage  16,222,  navigated 
by  1350  men  and  boys.  Those  employed  exclusively 
in  the  spermaceti  whale  fishery  were  36,  tonnage 
9921;  navigated  by  about  800  men.  The  oil  and 
bone  brought  from  the  Pacific  ocean  to  New  Bed- 
ford,  since  the  late  war,  (to  Jan.  5,  1822),  are  esti- 
mated at  gl, 713.600.  Annual  value  to  New  Bed- 
ford  of  i.ie  fishery  in  the  Pacific,  g5OO,O0O,  exclu- 
sive  of  profits  arising  from  the  manufacture  of 
spermaceti  candles.  The  capital  employed  is  rat- 
ed at  g850,000— the  bills  of  some  of  the  ships  be- 
ing as  high  as  32  or  33  thousand  dollars  each. 

'fhe  annual  value  of  the  spermaceti  whale  fishe- 
ry to  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford  together,  is  es- 
timated at  g 1,500,000.  The  oil  and  bone  brought 
into  both  places,  between  the  termination  of  the 
last  war  and  Jan  5,  1822,  is  stated  to  have  exceeded 
g6,000,000 — and  the  number  of  seamen  employed 
therefrom  amounts  to  2500— this  fishery  giving  em- 
ployment also  to  all  the  mechanics  of  both  places. 
The  most  profitable  whale  fishing  is  said  to  be  now 
in  the  North  Pacific,  between  the  latitude  38  and  48. 

We  subjoin,  from  an  authentic  spurce,  the  fol- 
lowing statement  of  the  number  of  ships  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  at  present  engaged  in  the 
spermaceti  whale  fishery,  the  ports  from  which 
they  sail,  the  number  of  men  employed,  &c. 

Jit  sea.  In  port.  Total. 

Nantucket,  ships 

New  Bedford,  do. 

P,oston,  do. 

Newport,  do. 

M^arren,  R.  L do. 

New  York,  do. 

Sag  Harbor,  do. 

New  Haven,  do. 

Edgartown,  do. 

Plymouth,  do. 

New  London,  do. 

Falmouth,  Mass.  do. 


Average  tonnage,  300 — total  of  tonnage,  45,600. 

Average  number  of  men,  21 — whole  number, 
3192. 

The  quantity  of  spermaceti  oil  imported  into 
Nantucket  and  New  Bedford  during  the  three  last 
years  is  as  follows: 

gallons.  gallons* 

1820,  Nantucket,  581,366,  N.  Bedford,  417,438 

1821,  do.  719,052,  do.  617,935 

1822,  do.  799,974,  do.  372,424 

2,101,292  1,407,797 

Making,  in  all  3,509,089  gallons, 

Foreigw  New^s.  From  London  papers  \o  the 
1st  January,  received  at  New  Y'ork,  we  have  the 
following  articles — 

Portsmouth^  Dec.  21.— There  appears  to  be  no 
longer  any  doubt,  that  tlie  ships  about  to  sail  under 
the  command  of  sir  Edward  Owen,  are  intended  as 
a reinforcement  of  sir  Charles  Rowley’s  squadron, 
at  Jamaica,  for  the  purpose  of  being  employed  in 
taking  possession  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  should  Spain 
be  forced  into  a war  with  prance.  The  French 
have  a small  squadron  of  ships  (including  one  line 
of  battle  ship)  at  Martinique,  whose  intention  it 
may  possibly  become  necessary  to  thwart.  Should 
the  deprecated  event  not  take  place,  and  sir  Charles 
Rowley  wish  to  return  to  England,  sir  Edward 
Owen  may,  in  that  case,  hoist  a broad-nendant,  and 
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assume  the  command  of  the  station  for  the  next 
three  years. 

The  annexed  is  from  a Paris  paper,  of  Dec.  27,  is 
regarded  as  important  in  respect  to  the  relaiions 
between  France  and  Spain,  and  those  of  the  “/m/y 
allies”  with  those  powers.  Several  other  changes 
in  the  ministry  were  expected, 

Parisy  Dec.  27.  The  following  is  what  vve  have 
been  able  to  collect  as  the  most  positive  respecting 
the  cause  of  the  resignation  of  M.  the  duke  de 
Montmorency:  On  Wednesday  morning  M.  the 

duke  of  Montmorency,  presented  to  the  council  of 
ministers,  at  which  his  majesty  presided,  the  form 
of  a note  designed  to  be  addressed  to  the  Spanish 
government.  This  document  energetically  express- 
ed  the  intentions  of  the  sovereigns,  members  of  the 
holy  alliance,  such  as  they  were  declared  at  the 
congress  of  Verona.  The  majority  of  the  ministers 
having  supported  the  note  of  M.  de  Montmorency, 
M.  de  Viilele,  in  his  turn,  presented  a note,  the 
terms  of  which  w'ere  milder,  and  which,  having 
been  submitted  to  the  king,  obtained  the  assent  of 
his  majesty. 

M.  the  duke  Mathieu  de  Montmorency,  (who,  in 
tl;e  deliberations  of  the  congress,  had  specifically 
engaged  to  cause  to  be  presented  to  the  French 
cabinet  the  note  exactly  as  it  had  been  determined 
upon  between  the  several  plenipotentiaries),  de- 
clared that  he  must,  in  case  of  modification,  solicit 
the  king  to  accept  his  resignation.  M.  de  Viilele, 
who,  in  the  event  of  the  despatch  of  the  note  of  the 
duke  Mathieu  de  Montmorency,  must  have  solicited 
retirement,  has  been  charged,  ad  interim y by  his 
majesty,  with  the  ministry  of  foreign  affairs. 


The  rate  of  Exchange. 

Mn.  Niles — In  pursuing  this  discussion,  it  may 
be  assumed  that  the  rate  of  exchange  is  what  every- 
one says  it  is,  what  every  one  knows  and  feels  it  to 
be,  what  the  ‘Merchant’  admits — five  dollars  to  the 
pound  sterling,  or  12^  percent,  above  par,  against 
this  country.  The  fact  admitted,  it  is  well  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes,  and  much  better  to  begin 
with  facts,  and  then  draw  inferences  from  them, 
than,  by  starting  upon  theory  and  reasoning,  to 
endeavor  to  make  out  facts  to  correspond  with 
them.  We  have  seen  that  it  costs  us  more  to  pay 
/.lOOO  in  London  than  in  Boston,  by  §555  56 — 
from  which  the  inevitable  inference  arises,  that 
more  money  is  remitted  from  Boston  to  London 
than  from  London  to  Bpston — for,  if  the  balance  of 
remittance  was  to  Boston,  bills  on  Boston  w'ould  be 
in  demand  in  London.  If  the  debt  was  payable  in 
pounds  sterling,  then  the  value  of  the  pound  ster- 
ing;  if  in  dolls,  then  the  value  of  the  dol.  in  Boston, 
would  regulate  the  price  of  the  bill  in  London; — 
whereas  now  .the  value  of  the  pound  sterling  in 
London  regulates  the  value  of  the  bill  in  Boston — 
being  §4.44  in  the  latter,  and  §5  in  the  former, 
instead  of  §4.44  in  both.  Wherever  the  balance 
of  payments  is  due,  there  the  value  of  the  article 
offered  in  payment  must  be  fixed.  If  it  is  in  the 
current  legal  coin  of  the  country,  the  value  is  fixed 
by  law — if  in  produce,  bullion,  or  any  thing,  not  a 
legal  tender  for  debts,  the  creditor  must  fix  the 
valup  at  which  he  will  receive  it.  This  affords  the 
true  reason  why  a pound  sterling  costs  five  dollars. 
The  debt  due  in  London  is  so  many  pounds  ster- 
ling, payable  in  one  pound  notes,  sovereigns,  or 
their  equivalent  in  bullion— say  dollars;  dollars  are 
not  a legal  tender;  their  value  is  not  fixed,  as  with 
us,  by  law,  but  depends  on  the  complicated  rek- 
tions  of  comraerce;  the  person  offering  them  in 
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pctvmeiit,  must  put  them,  iik-.:  his  cotton,  mu;  ■.  >r 
ket,  a’;d  they  protluce  him  at  tlie  rate  of  five  for  a 
one  pound  iiuLe  or  sovere.fjn.  It  the  balance  is  due  in 
Hoston,  it  is  payable  in  dolls — if  payment  is  ollered 
In  one  po*  nd  notes,  the  holder  must  be  contented 
to  receive  a credit  tor  their  market  pricf*:  the  dol- 
lar being-  no  legal  tender  in  L nidon,  or  the  one 
pound  note  in  Boston,  their  respective  values  d<  - 
pend  on,  not  tne  quantity  of  gold  or  silver  they 
represent,  but  then  price  as  merchandise  -an  i,  it 
this  price  is  less  than  ihey  respectively  cost,  it  is  so 
much  loss  to  the  merchant  -he  has  the  disadvan- 
tage of  buying  his  note  or  dollar  where  it  has  a fixed 
determinate  valuv , an  i disposing  of  it  wliere  it  has 
none,  but  depends  on  many  fiuctuaiions.  I bus, 
at  the  prest  nt  rate  of  exchange,  five  dollars  to  the 
pound  sterling,  and  the  legal  value  g4.44,  the  dol- 
lar  costs  here  4s  6d  but  produces  in  London  oi»l\ 
4s.  This  must  be  owing  to  the  balance  of  payments 
being  in  favor  of  London,  and,  by  means  of  this  ba 
lance  being  due  by  our  merchants,  they  must  sell 
their  dollars  at  whatever  price  the  London  mer- 
chants will  pay  for  them.  Here  tl'ey  cost  lOO  cents, 
there  they  sell  for  S74 — because  we  are  in  ciebt  and 
must  submit  to  the  loss.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
W'ere  in  d^bt  to  us  the  dollar  would  be  worth  to 
them  100  cents— as  it  is  a legal  tender  for  that 
amount  in  Boston,  As  the  creditor  can  thus  regu- 
late the  value  of  uucurreiit  coin,  and  does  regulate 
it  so  that  it  loses  to  this  country  one  eighth  of  its 
legal  value,  and  sells  for  one  eighth  less  than  it 
costs,  this  fact,  in  itself,  is  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  balance  of  payments  is  against,  and  that  the 
amount  of  the  exchange  is  so  much  loss  to  the  coun- 
try. That  the  actual  rate  of  exchange  is  against 
us  seems  to  be  admitted — the  principal  dilKcully 
is  in  ascertaining  its  cause;  for  those  who,  at  once, 
admit  the  fact,  at  the  same  time  assert  that  the  ba 
lance  of  trade  is  in  our  favor.  This  is  worth  exami- 
nation. It  has,  hitherto,  been  a received  opinion, 
that  the  rate  of  exchange  is  intimately  connected 
with  the  balance  of  trade,  and  there  seems  no  good 
reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  this  opinion:  as 
the  balance  of  trade  is  the  general  result  of  all  our 
commercial  operations,  so,  it  seems  to  me,  must  be 
the  rate  of  exchange.  Following  my  usual  course, 
I assume  exchange  to  be  12^  against  us,  as  between 
us  and  England.  This  rate  does  not  depend  on 
the  balance  of  payments  to  England  alone:  If  we 
owed  in  London  §10,000,000,  and  there  was  due  to 
us  in  Hamburg,  Amsterdam.  Paris  and  Leghorn, 
§8,000,000.  a credit  could  be  created  in  London  to 
this  amount  by  bills  on  those  places  and  a bill 
could  be  drawn  on  London,  predicated  on  the  re 
ceipt  of  those  other  funds;  the  rate  of  exchange,  in 
London,  would  then  be  a compound  of  the  differ- 
ent rates  between  London  and  the  different  places 
whence  the  funds  are  to  be  drawn  to  pay  the 
§10,000,000  -between  London  and  Amsterdam  for 
2,000,000;  London  and  Hambuigh  for  2,000,000,  &c. 
Stc  and  for  2,000,000.  between  London  and  Boston. 
F.ngland  being  the  centre  of  all  our  commercial 
operations,  the  rate  of  exchange  between  her  and 
us  must  be  the  aggregate  result  of  our  shipments, 
consignments,  drawings  and  re  drawings,  with  all 
parts  of  the  commercial  world,  where  our  inter- 
course  extends. 

Without  going,  at  present,  into  the  subject  of  the 
balance  of  trade,  I assume  the  statistical  statements 
of  the  treasury  as  correct:  from  those  it  appears, 
tiiat  the  result  of  our  trade  with  Eugl  md  is,  im 
ports  §23,180  000,  exports,  §18,464,000  -balance 
against  us  §4,616.000:  with  France  §4,989,000  im- 
posts, exports  §5,527,009— balance  in  our  favor 


§538,000:  with  ILdlaml,  f-x ports  3.694,000,  imports 
§1  938  UOO — balance  in  our  favor  §1,756,000;  with 
the  N rth  of  Germany,  exports  2,132,000,  imports 
§990,000  -balance  in  our  favor  §1,142.000* — leav- 
ing a general  balance  in  the  trade  of  these  four 
countries  of  §1,180,000  against  us — for  which  we 
must  provide  funds.  After  absorbing  the  favorable 
balances,  we  are  compelled  to  remit,  not  only  our 
funded  and  corporate  slocks,  but  are  obliged  to 
purchase  bills  of  exclVangc  to  make  up  the  balance. 
If  it  was  in  our  favor,  we  should  have  bills  lo  sell. 
N )W  foreigners  c-an  regulate  the  price  of  our  pub- 
lic and  corporate  securities,  the  price  of  our  dol- 
lars - but  if  our  commercial  operations  created  us  a 
credit  in  London  greater  than  our  debts,  wc  should 
have  no  occasion  to  make  any  other  remittances. 
British  stocks  are  not  held  by  our  merchants,  or 
sold  in  our  market,  for  the  obvious  reason  that 
none  are  sent  here— the  course  of  payment  being 
from  us  to  England,  she  being  the  creditor.  That 
the  rate  of  exchange  depends  on  the  aggregate  ba- 
lance of  trade  will  be  at  once  evident,  if  we  sup- 
pose the  balance  of  the  trade  of  the  four  countries 
above  mt-ntioned  is  in  our  favor  §1,180,000,  instead 
of  that  amount  against  us;  our  object  would  be  to 
receive  instead  of  paying  that  balance;  we  would 
sell  §1,180,000  of  bills  instead  of  buying  them — 
there  would  be  no  imiucement  to  make  remittances 
to  a place  where  we  had  already  surjjlus  funds;  it 
would  be  reversing  every  principle  of  commerce 
and  every  rule  of  trade.  I do  not  speak  of  what 
m.iy  be,  but  of  what  is — of  the  ordinary  operations 
of  trade,  not  of  possibilities;  the  balance  of  trade 
may  be  against  a country,  and  yet  exchange  may  be 
in  favor  of  it.  England  may  owe  us  §10,000,000, 
and  yet  our  merchants  may  wish  to  invest  20,000,000 
in  British  funds  or  a foreign  loan — but  this  case  does 
not  exist,  and  if  ttie  Boston  ‘Merchant*  questions  my 
facts  or  reasoning,  I must  beg  of  him  not  to  answer 
either  by  putting  cases  which  do  not  exist.  If  he 
can,  consistently  with  the  existing  state  of  things, 
account  for  the  rate  of  exchange  being  so  much 
against  iis,  and  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favor,  he 
will  receive  from  no  one  more  credit  for  the  Fnfor- 
mation  than  from  myself.  But  the  stretching  one’s 
ingenuity  to  put  possible  cases,  is  not  a proper  way 
of  coming  at  truth;  it  always  leads  to  error.  Take 
the  case  as  it  is — reason  from  facts  as  they  arc, 
and  truth  will  be  the  result:  but  it  is  not  the  re- 
sult of  suppositions  which  do  not  apply  in  practi- 
cal operations.  Suppose  any  thing,  and  every  thing 
will  follow.  The  preceding  observations  appear  to 
me  perfectly  applicable  to  the  present  condition  of 
the  country,  and  I cannot  see  how  the  conclusion 
can  be  avoided,  that  the  rate  of  exchange  and  the 
balance  of  trade  are  against  us — yet  it  may  be  said 
the  hatter  is  not  proved.  T. 

Q[;j=’An  article  on  the  balance  of  trade,  by  the  same 
hand,  is  laid  olT  for  our  next. 


Public  Education. 

INTEUESTING  LE  I TERS 
Laid  before  the  legislature  of  Kentucky  by  the. 
board  of  school  commissioners,  by  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Barry,  lieut.  governor  of  the  state. 

JVIontizella,  Quincy,  July  21,  1822. 
Sir— I know  not  that  I ever  received  a letter 
with  more  pleasure  than  yours  of  the  30th  Jane 
last,  except  the  circular  from  your  committee, 
which  I received  some  days  before. 


*In  these  statements,  specie  is  included  both  in 
the  imports  and  exports. 
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The  wisdom  and  generosity  of  your  legislature 
in  making  liberal  appropriations  in  money,  for  the 
benefit  of  schools,  academies,  colleges  and  the  uni- 
versity, is  an  equal  honor  to  them  and  their  consti- 
tuenfs;  a proof  of  fheir  veneration  for  literature  and 
science,  and  a portent  of  great  and  lasting  good  to 
Nortti  and  South  A^ierica  and  to  the  world. 

Great  is  truth:— great  is  liberty,  and  great  is  hu- 
manity, and  they  must  and  will  prevail.  I have 
communicated  your  letters  to  as  many  of  my  friends 
as  I have  seen,  and  requested  them  to  assist  me  in 
complying  with  your  views.  If  the  taper  thread  of 
lift  sh(/uld  continue  to  burn  a little  longer,  J hope 
that  you  will  hear  more  from  me.  At  present, 
blind  and  paralytic,  I am  incapable  of  research  or 
search.  I can  only  give  hints  from  memory,  A 
lavy  of  this  colony,  almost  two  hundred  years  ago, 
obliged  every  town  to  maintain  a school  muster, 
Capable  of  teaching  the  Greek  and  Roman  Ian- 
guages,  as  well  as  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic 
in  English.  Those  school  masters  were  to  be  ex 
amined  by  the  clergymen  and  magistrates;  and  the 
clergymen  in  those  days  were  all  learned  men. — 
This  law  is  in  force  to  this  hour;  though  not  so 
punctually  executed  as  it  ought  to  be.  1 had  my- 
self the  honor  to  be  a school  master  from  1755  to 
1758,  in  the  town  of  Worcester,  under  this  law. 
These  school  masters  and  school  houses,  are  main- 
tained by  taxes,  voluntariiy  imposed  on  themselves 
by  the  people,  in  town  meeting,  annualy;  and  the 
ardor  of  the  people  in  voting  money  for  this  noble 
purpose,  is  astonishing.  In  this  small  town  of 
Quincy,  consisting  of  not  more  than  1,400  inha- 
bitants, 1 think  they  voted,  this  year,  gl,700,  for 
the  support  of  schools — more  than  a dodar  a head 
for  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  this  place,  rhe 
principal  school,  which  is  not  .more  than  half  a 
mile  from  me,  pours  out  of  its  doors,  at  twelve 
o’clock  every  day,  from  one  hundred  to  two  hun- 
dred boys  and  girls,  as  happy  as  Scott  or  Shenton, 
lias  described  them  and  their  masters,  in  their  ro- 
mances. Besides  this  principal  school,  their  are 
not  less  than  four  or  five  schools  kept  by  woman  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  for  children  of  both 
sexes,  too  young  to  be  able  to  travel  to  the  central 
school.  Besides  these  town  schools,  there  are 
academies  under  the  auspices  of  tlie  legislature, 
and  others  established  by  private  munificence  for 
teaching  languages,  arts  and  sciences,  on  a more 
enlarged  scale.  All  these  subordinate  institutions 
are  preparatory  to  qualifications  of  young  gentle- 
men to  enter  the  university.  The  universities  and 
the  schools  mutually  support  each  other;  the  schools 
furnish  students  for  the  college,  and  four  years  af- 
terwards, the  college  sends  the  young  men  into  the 
counuy  to  keep  school. 

I esteem  myself  highly  honored  by  your  circular 
and  your  letter  of  the  30th  June,  And  am,  sir, 
your  very  obedient,  humble  serv’t. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 

V/m.  T.  Batiiit,  esq.  Lexington^  Ken, 

Moniicelloy  July  2,  1822. 

Sir — Your  favor  of  the  15th  June  is  received, 
and  I am  very  thankful  for  the  kindness  of  its  ex- 
pressions respecting  myself;  but  it  ascribes  to  me 
merits  which  I do  not  claim.  1 was  one  only,  of  a 
band  devoted  to  the  cause  of  independence,  all  of 
whom  exerted  equally  their  best  endeavors  for  its 
success,  and  have  a common  right  to  the  merits  of 
its  acquisition.  So,  also,  in  the  civil  revolution  of 
1801,  very  many,  and  very  meritorious,  were  the 
wortliy  patriots,  who  assisted  in  bringirig  back  our 
government  to  its  republican  tack.  To  preserve 


it  in  iliat,  wdl  require  unr'  miltii  g vigil  uu  e.  Whe- 
ther the  surrender  of  our  oppont  nis,  their  recep 
tion  into  our  camp,  their  assumption  of  mr  name  and 
apparent  accession  to  our  objects,  may  strengtlt- 
en  or  weaken  the  genuine  principles  of  reipubli- 
canism,  may  be  a good  or  an  evil,  is  yet  to  be  seen, 

I consider  the  party  division  of  wliig  and  tory,  the 
most  wholesome  which  can  exist  in  any  govern- 
ment, and  well  w'orthy  of  being  nourished,  to  keep 
out  those  of  a more  dangerous  character,  ff  e al- 
ready see  the  pozver,  instaled  fur  life,  re'^pnnsibie  to  no 
authority,  (for  impeachment  is  not  ev-  n a scare 
crow),  advancing,  louh  a noiseless  and  steady  pace], 
to  the  great  object  of  consolidation.  The  foundations 
are  already  deeply  laid,  by  their  decisions,  for  the 
annihilation  of  constitutional  state  rights,  and  tlie 
removal  of  every  check,  every  counterpoise  to  the 
ingulfing  power  of  which  themselves  are  to  make  a 
sovereign  part.  If  ever  this  vast  country  is  brought 
under  a single  government,  it  will  be  one  of  the 
most  extensive  corruption,  indifferent  and  incapa- 
ble of  a wholesome  care  over  so  wide  a spread  of 
surface.  This  will  not  be  borne,  and  you  will  have 
to  choose  between  reformation  and  revolution.  If 
I know  the  spirit  of  this  country,  the  one  or  the 
other,  is  inevitable.  Before  the  canker  is  become 
inveterate,  before  its  venom  has  reached  so  much 
of  the  body  politic  as  to  get  beyond  control,  reme- 
dy should  be  applied.  Let  the  future  appointments 
of  judges  be  Jor  four  or  six  years,  and  rsnetvable  by  the 
president  and  seriate.  This  will  bring  their  conduct, 
at  regular  periods,  under  revision  and  probation, 
and  may  keep  them  in  equipoise  between  the  ge- 
neral and  special  government.  We  have  erred  in 
this  point,  by  copying  England,  where  certainly  it  is 
a good  thing  to  have  the  judges  independent  of  the 
king;  but  we  have  omitted  to  copy  their  caution  also, 
which  makes  a judge  removable  on  the  address  of 
both  legislative  houses.  That  there  should  be  pub= 
lie  functionaries,  independent  of  the  nation,  what- 
ever may  be  their  demerit,  is  a solecism  in  a republic, 
of  the  first  order  of  absurdity  and  inconsistence. 

To  the  printed  inquiries  respecting  our  schools, 
it  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  an  answer.  Age.,  debi- 
lity, an  ancient  dislocated,  and  now  stiffened  wrist, 
render  writingso  slow  and  painful,  that  I am  oblig- 
ed to  decline  every  thing  requiring  writing.  An 
act  of  our  legislature  will  inform  you  of  our  plan 
of  primary  schools;  and  the  annual  reports  show 
that  it  is  becoming  completely  abortive,  and  must 
be  abandoned  very  shortly,  after  costing  us  to  this 
day  180,000,  and  yet  to  cost  us  §45,000  a year  more, 
until  it  shall  be  discontinued;  and  if  a single  boy 
has  received  the  elements  of  a common  education, 
it  must  be  in  some  part  of  the  country  not  known 
to  me.  Experience  has  but  too  fully  confirmed  the 
early  predictions  of  its  fate.  But  on  this  subject 
I must  refer  to  others,  more  able  than  I am,  to  go 
inlo  the  necessary  details;  and  I conclude  with  the 
assurances  of  my  great  esteem  and  respect. 

THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Barry. 

Montpellier,  Aug,  4,  1822. 

Dear  sir — T received,  some  days  ago,  your  let- 
ter of  June  30th,  and  the  printed  circular  to  which 
It  refers. 

The  liberal  appropriations  made  by  the  legisla- 
iiire  of  Kentucky,  for  a general  system  of  educa- 
tion, cannot  be  too  much  applauded.  A popular 
government,  without  popular  information,  or  the 
means  of  acquiring  it,  is  but  a prologue  to  a farce 
or  a tragedy,  or  perhaps  both.  Knowledge  will 
ever  govern  ignorance;  and  a people,  who  mean. 
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to  be  tlieir  own  governors,  must  arm  ihemsehes 
vviUi  the  power  wliioh  knowleiifje  gives. 

1 have  always  felt  a more  than  onlmary  interest 
in  llie  destinies  of  Kentucky,  Among  her  earliest 
settlers  were  some  of  my  p.irticular  friends  and 
neighbors;  and  I'was  myself  amongst  the  foremost 
advo  ales  for  submitting  to  the  will  of  the  “distiLct,” 
the  question  and  the  time  ot  its  becoming  a sepa- 
rate member  of  the  American  family.  Its  rapiil 
growth  and  signal  prosperity,  in  tins  character, 
have  ad’orded  me  nuich  pleasure,  which  is  not  a 
little  enhanced  by  the  cnligluened  yialriotism  which 
is  now  providiiig  for  the  state  a plan  ot  education  ] 
embracing  every  class  of  citiZwiis,  and  every  grade 
and  department  of  knowledge.  No  error  is  more 
ceriHin,  than  one  proceeding  trom  a hasty  and  su- 
-perfi  lal  view  of  the  subject,  that  the  people  at 
larg;  have  no  interest  in  the  establishment  of  acado 
mies,  colie.tres  and  universities,  where  a few  only, 
ami  tho>e  not  of  the  proper  classes,  can  obtain  for 
thf  1-^  sons  the  advantages  of  superior  educati^m. — 
It  IS  thought  to  be  unjust  that  all  should  be  taxed 
for  tr.e  benefit  of  a part,  and  that  too  the  part 
lea.-i;  needing  it.  If  provisioas  were  not  made,  at 
the  same  time,  for  every  part,  the  objection  would 
be  a natural  one;  but,  besides  the  consideration, 
when  the  higher  seminaries  belong  to  a plan  of  ge- 
neral education,  that  it  is  better  for  the  poorer 
classes  to  have  the  aid  of  the  richer,  by  a general 
tax  on  property,  than  that  every  parent  should  pro- 
vide, at  his  own  expense,  for  the  education  of  ids 
children,  it  is  certain  that  every  class  is  interested 
in  establishments,  ulnch  give  to  the  human  mind 
the  highest  improvements,  and  to  every  country  its 
truest  and  most  durable  celebrity. 

Learned  institutions  ougiit  to  be  favorite  objects 
with  every  free  people.  They  throw  that  hght 
over  the  public  mind,  which  is  the  best  security 
against  crafty  and  dangerous  encroachments  on  the 
public  liberty.  They  are  nurseries  of  skilful  teach- 
ers, for  the  schools  distributed  throughout  the  com 
munity.  They  are  themselves  schools  for  the  par- 
ticular talents  required  for  some  of  the  public 
trusts,  on  the  able  execution  of  which  the  welfare 
of  the  people  depends.  They  multiply  the  educat- 
ed individuals,  from  among  whom  the  people  may 
elect  a due  portion  of  their  public  agents  of  every 
description,  more  especially,  of  those  who  are  to 
frame  the  laws,  by  the  perspicuity,  the  consistency 
and  the  stability,  as  well  as  by  the  just  and  equal 
spirit  of  which  the  great  social  purposes  are  to  be 
answered. 

Without  such  institutions,  the  more  costly  of 
v.'hich  can  scarcely  he  provided  by  individual  means, 
none  but  a few,  whose  wealth  enables  them  to  sup 
port  their  sons  abroad,  can  give  them  the  fullest 
education;  and,  in  proportion  as  this  is  done,  the  in 
fluenceis  monopolized,  which  superior  information 
every  where  possess.  At  cheaper  and  nearer  seats 
of  learning,  parents,  with  slender  incomes,  may 
place  their  sons  in  a course  of  education  putting 
them  on  a level  with  the  sons  of  the  richest;  whilst 
those  who  are  without  property,  or  with  but  little, 
must  be  peculiarly  interested  in  a system,  which 
unites  with  the  more  learned  institutions,  a provi- 
sion for  diffusing  through  the  entire  society,  the 
education  needed  for  the  common  purposes  of  life. 
A system  comprising  the  learned  institutions,  may 
be  still  further  recommended  to  the  more  indigent 
class  of  citizens;  by  such  an  arrangement  as  was  re- 
ported to  th  e general  assembly  o-  Virginia  in  the 
year  1 779,  bv  committee*  appoir.'ed  to  levise  tf.e 

* The  la  port  was  made  by  \lr.  Jeffenson,  Mr.  Pen- 
dleton and  Mr.  'Wythe. 


laws,  in  order  to  adapt  them  to  the  genius  of  repub- 
lican government.  It  made  a part  of  a “bill  for 
the  more  general  diti’usion  of  knowledge,’’  that, 
where  >er  a youth  was  ascertained  to  possess  talents, 
meriting  an  education  wtiich  his  parents  could  not 
afford,  he  should  be  carried  forward,  at  the  public 
expense,  from  seminary  to  seminary,  to  the  com- 
pletiun  ot  his  education,  at  the  highest. 

But  why  should  it  be  necessary  in  this  case  to 
distinguish  the  society  into  classes  according  to 
their  property.''  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
establishment  and  endowment  of  academies,  col- 
! leges  an  universities,  are  a provision  not  merely  for 
the  existing  generation,  but  for  succeeding  ones 
also;  that,  in  governments  like  ours,  a constant  rota- 
tion of  property  results  from  the  free  scope  to  in- 
dustry and  from  the  laws  of  inheritance,  and  when 
it  is  considered,  moreover,  how  much  of  the  exer- 
tions and  privations  of  all  are  meant,  not  for  them- 
selves, but  fvir  their  posterity,  there  can  be  little 
ground  for  objections  from  any  class,  to  plans  of 
which  every  class  must  have  its  turn  of  benefit, 
'fhe  rich  man,  when  contributing  to  a permanent 
plan  for  the  education  of  the  poor,  ought  to  reflect 
that  he  is  providing  for  that  of  his  own  descendants; 
and  the  poor  man,  who  concurs  in  a provision  for 
I those  who  are  not  poor,  that,  at  no  distant  day,  it 
may  be  enjoyed  by  descendants  from  himself.  It 
does  not  require  a long  life  to  witness  these  vicissi- 
tudes  of  fortune. 

It  is  among  the  happy  peculiarities  of  our  union, 
that  the  states  composing  it  derive  from  their  rela- 
I lions  to  each  other,  and  to  the  whole,  a salutary  emu- 
lation, without  the  enmity  involved  in  competitions 
among  states  alien  to  each  other.  This  emulation, 
we  may  perceive,  is  not  without  its  influence  in  se- 
veral important  respects;  and  in  none  ought  to  be 
more  felt,  than  in  the  merit  of  diffusing  the  light 
and  the  advantages  of  public  instruction.  In  the 
example,  therefore,  which  Kentucky  is  presenting, 
she  not  only  consults  her  own  welfare,  but  is  giving 
an  impulse  to  many  of  her  sisters  who  may  be  behind 
her  in  the  noble  career. 

Throughout  the  civilized  world,  nations  are  court- 
ing the  praise  of  fostering  science  and  the  useful 
arts,  and  opening  their  eyes  to  the  principles  and 
j the  blessings  of  representative  government.  The 
American  people  owe  it  to  themselves  and  to  the 
cause  of  free  government,  to  jirove,  by  their  estab- 
lishments for  the  advancement  and  diffusion  of 
knowledge,  that  their  political  institutions,  which 
are  attracting  observations  from  every  quarter,  and 
are  respected  as  models  of  the  new  born  states  in 
our  own  hemisphere,  are  as  favorable  to  the  intel- 
lectual and  moral  improvement  of  man,  as  they  are 
comfortable  to  his  individual  and  social  rights. 
What  spectable  can  be  more  edifying  or  more  rea- 
sonable, than  that  of  liberty  and  learning,  each  lean- 
ing on  the  other  for  mutual  and  surest  support? 

The  committee,  of  which  your  name  is  the  first, 
have  taken  a very  judicious  course,  in  endeavoring 
to  avail  Kentucky  of  the  experience  of  elder  states 
in  modifying  her  schools.  I enclose  extracts  from 
the  laws  of  Virginia  on  that  subject,  though  1 pre- 
sume they  will  give  little  aid;  the  h ss,  as  they  have 
as  yet  been  imperfectly  carried  into  execution. — • 
The  states  where  sucli  s\  stems  have  been  long  in 
operation,  will  furnish  much  better  answers  to  ma- 
ny of  the  inquiries  stated  in  your  circular  But 
afterall,  such  is  the  diversity  of  local  circumstances, 
particularly  as  the  population  \aries  in  density  and 
sparseness,  that  the  details  suited  to  some,  may 
little  so  to  others.  As  the  population,  however, 
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is  becoming  less  and  less  sparse,  and  it  may  be  well, 
in  laying  the  foundation  of  a good  system,  to  have 
a view  to  this  progressive  change,  much  attention 
seems  due  to  examples  in  the  eastern  states,  where 
the  people  are  most  compact,  and  where  there  has 
been  the  longest  experience  in  plans  of  popular 
education. 

I know  not  that  I can  offer,  on  the  occasion,  any 
suggestion  not  likely  to  occur  to  the  committee. — 
Were  I to  hazard  one,  it  vvoul  <l  be  in  favor  of  add- 
ing to  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  to  which  tlie 
instruction  of  the  poor  is  commonly  limited,  some 
knowledge  of  geography,  such  as  can  easily  be 
conveyed  by  a globe  and  map,  and  a concise  geo- 
graphical  grammar.  And  how  easily  and  quickly 
might  a general  idea  even  be  conveyed  of  the  so- 
lar system,  by  the  aid  of  a planetarian  of  the  cheap 
est  construction.  No  information  seems  better  cal- 
culated  to  expand  the  mind  and  gratify  curiosity 
than  what  would  thus  be  imparted.  This  is  espe 
cially  the  case  with  what  relates  to  the  globe  we 
inhabit,  the  nations  among  which  it  is  divided,  and 
the  characters  and  customs  which  distinguish  them. 
An  acquaintance  with  foreign  countries  in  this 
mode,  has  a kindred  effect  with  that  of  seeing 
them  as  travellers;  which  never  fails,  in  uncorrupt- 
ed minds,  to  weaken  local  prejudices  and  enlarge 
the  sphere  of  benevolent  feelings.  A knowledge 
of  the  globe  and  its  various  inhabitants,  however 
slight,  might  moreover  create  a taste  for  history,  an 
inexhaustible  fund  of  entertainment  and  instruction. 
Any  reading,  not  of  a vicious  species,  must  be  a 
good  substitue  for  the  amusements  too  apt  to  fill 
up  the  leisure  of  the  laboring  classes. 

I feel  myself  much  obliged,  sir,  by  your  expres- 
sions of  personal  kindness,  and  pray  you  to  accept 
a return  of  my  good  wishes,  with  assurances  of  my 
great  esteem  and  respect.  JAMES  MADISON. 

P.  S.  On  reflection,  I omit  the  extracts  from  the 
Virginia  laws,  which,  it  is  probable,  may  be  within 
your  reach  at  home.  Should  it  be  otherwise,  and 
you  think  them  worth  the  transmission  by  mail,  the 
omission  shall  be  supplied. 

W.  T.  Bauut,  Kentucky. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  REGISTER, 

]Mr.  Nilks.  The  remarks  in  the  21st  volume  of 
your  Register,  on  the  splendid  reports  made  in  Vir- 
ginia about  their  university,  literary  fund,  &.c.  ap- 
peared to  me  correct,  and  I truly  regretted  that  the 
exalted  talents  of  the  great  and  good  naen  of  that 
distinguished  state  had  been  more  appplied  to  theo- 
rizing than  to  acting  on  the  most  important  subjects 
—and  your  having  again  lately  referred  to  the  same 
matters,  I thought  that  I would  send  you  the  follow- 
ing facts  and  observations. 

From  the  “splendid’*  reports  above  alluded  to,  I 
turned  my  attention  to  my  own  state  of  Maine  to  see 
what  had  been  done  for  the  encouragement  and  sup- 
port of  education,  and  could  not  help  remarking  the 
vast  difference,  (on  paper),  as  to  the  apparent  con 
dition  of  the  two  states,  and  I thought  that  i could 
perceive  an  equal  difference  in  the  practical  effect 
of  their  systems.  Considering  the  great  disparity  be 
tween  the  wealth  of  Maine  and  Virginia,  a great  dif- 
ference, in  effect,  ought  to  be  expected  and  in  favor 
of  the  latter.  We  have  no  literary  fund  about  which 
to  make  a report,  nor  a mammoth  university  to  talk 
of— yet  we  have  not  been  unmindful  of  literature, 
though  our  legislature  has  been  more  zealous  to 
diffuse  useful  education  than  to  rear  up  a few  great 
literary  characters.  We  have,  however,  a flourish- 
ing college,  in  the  full  tide  of  success,  with  an  es 
tahlished  character,  and  rapidly  increasing  in  means, 
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numbers  and  reputauo.i,  anoi  icr  uas  just  g'  nr*  ir>to 
operation — both  are  under  tlie  fostering  c^ire  of  the 
state,  and  furnish  ample  means  for  tlie  education 
of  our  youth.  Thi^^re  are  also  from  20  to  30  a^ade- 
mies  endowed  by  the  state,  v^lu  re  our  chddren  re- 
ceive the  preparatory  qualifications  for  the  coll  ges 
—but  our  great  efforts  are  directed  to  the  co-nmon 
schools,  h'he  operation  of  our  laws  is  sdent,  but 
effectual.  Every  town  in  the  state  is  obliged  to 
raise  an  annual  tax,  equal  at  least  to  forty  cents  on 
each  of  its  inhabitants  -and,  accor  fiiig  to  toe  last 
census,  the  aggregate  of  this  tax  for  the  whole  stale 
is  gl  19.3 34 — equal  to  the  income  of  a capital  of 
gl  955,567,  at  the  usual  rate  of  interest.  This  tax 
is  expended  in  the  support  of  free  schools;  and,  for 
the  purpose  of  an  equal  participation  of  the  benefit, 
each  town*  is,  by  law,  subdivided  into  convenient 
school  districts,  and  the  money  raised  is  disbursed 
among  them  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  youths 
between  the  ages  of  4 and  21  years  in  each.  These 
districts  are  made  corporations  for  the  purpose  of 
building,  furnishing  and  supporting  school  houses, 
which  they  are  obliged  to  build,  he.  At  a mode- 
rate calculation,  there  is,  throughout  the  slate,  one 
school  house  for  every  200  of  its  inhabitants  mak- 
ing about  1500  in  the  whole.  These  cost  from  100 
to  500  dollars  each,  averaging  probably  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars,  raised  in  addition  to  the  re- 
gular school  tax,  and  therefore  make  a capital  of 
225,000  dollars — to  this  should  be  added  the  an- 
nual repairs,  say  one  thirtieth  of  the  originial  cost, 
the  whole  expenditure,  therefore,  for  the  support 
of  these  common  schools  is  equal  to  a capital  of 
about  2,188,000  dollars.  In  addition,  parents  and 
guardians  are  obliged  to  furnish  those  und»T  their 
care  with  such  books  as  the  superintending  com- 
mittee shall  direct -in  default  of  this,  the  books  are 
supplied  and  added  to  the  tax  of  the  delinquent,  if 
he  is  of  ability  to  pay.  The  operation  of  these  laws 
is  not  considered  burthensome,  and  its  provisions 
are  cheerfully'  and  faithfully  complied  with.  The 
money  being  expended  where  it  is  raised,  insures 
its  careful  disbursement.  The  law  has  also  guard- 
ed this;  for  instructors  are  required  to  possess  a 
competent  skill  to  instruct  youth  in  reading,  in 
writing  the  English  language  grammatically,  arith-r 
metic,  geography,  &c.  and  it  is  made  their  duty  not 
only  to  instruct  in  those  branches,  but  to  inculcate 
in  their  pupils  good  morals  and  decent  deportment 
— to  give  them  some  knowledge  of  the  value  of  our 
free  government,  &c.  and  they  are  liable  to  be  dis- 
missed by  the  superiutending  committee,  for  in- 
capacity or  negligence  One  third  of  the  whole  tax 
raised  is  permitted  to  be  expended  in  supporting 
sdiool  mistresses.  These  last  usually  keep  school 
in  the  summer  season,  and  instruct  those  whose 
labor  is  of  little  value — the  masters  keep  in  the 
winter,  when  there  is  more  leisure,  and  larger  scho- 
lars attend.  The  business  of  school  keeping  has 
with  us,  from  obvious  reasons  of  policy,  been  con- 
sidered respectable— hence  our  instructors  possess 
the  proper  qualifications;  and,  from  a competition, 
arising  in  a measure  from  the  respectability  of  the 
employment,  they  are  procured  at  a moderate  ex- 
pense. The  support  of  summer  schools  probably 
average  about  eight  dollars  per  month,  and  that  of 
the  v/inter  schools  about  twenty. 

Who  can  calculate  the  moral  force  of  this  system? 

Yours  respectfully,  R.  M.  J. 

. fMe.J  Jan.  6.  1823, 

*By  which  we  mean  a corporated  district,  about 
six  miles  square,  into  which  the  inhabited  part  of 
the  state  is  divided. 
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Public  Lands. 

Statement  of  nett  proceeds  arising^  from  the  sales  (»f  puolic  lands,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  from  the  1st  July. 
1802;  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  from  the  1st  December,  1816;  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  from  the  1st 
January,  1819;  in  the  stale  of  Missouri,  from  the  1st  January,  1821;  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  from 
the  1st  December,  1817;  and  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  from  the  1st  September  1819,  up  to  the  dates 
herein  stated. 


STATES. 

Date  to  w hich  the  re- 
ipective  statera’ts  have 
been  made  up 

AMOUNT  1 

RECEIVED  j 

1 

Incidental  and 
survejing  expen- 
sej,  & re-pay m’ts 
made  tu  individu- 
aU  tor  lands  erro- 
iieuusly  sold. 

NETT 

AMOUNT. 

I 

Amount  of  2 
per  cent,  on  the 
nett  amount  ap- 
plicable to  roads. 

Ohio,  after  deducting'a 
lands  sold  at  Cm-  [ 
cinnati,  which  are  \ 

30Ui  June,  1822 

9,830,901  09 

411,585  39 

9,389,315  70 

187,786  31 

lying  in  Indiana  J 

Indiana 

Illinois, 

Missouri,  

Mississippi,  ..... 
Alabama,  

30lh  Sept.  1822 
do. 
do. 

30th  June,  1822 
do. 

2,108,336  47 
274,303  45 
158,207  27 
366,747  92 
910,858  12 

92,092  98 
33,821  6; 
16,586  08 
34,628  51 
60,167  12 

2,016,243  49 
240,481  82 
141,621  19 
332,119  41 
850,691  00 

40,324  86 
4,809  63 
2,832  42 
6,642  38 
17,013  82 

1 

Total,  dolls. 

13,649,354  32 

678,881  71 

12,970,472  61 

259,409  42 

I’he  above  statement  has  been  made  as  far  as  the  accounts  received  at  this  office  have  allowed. 

Treasury  department, general  land  office,  22r^  January,  1823. 

JOHN  M’LEAN. 


Statement  of  the  three  per  cent,  fund,  allowed  for  roads,  &c.  within  the  following"  states,  showing  the 
amount  received  by  each  state,  and  the  balance  due. 


Nett  amount  re- 
Iceived  for  sales  ot 
’public  lands,  as  slat- 
ted by  the  commis- 
sioner of  the  general 
land  office. 

Amount  of  3 per 
[centum  on  the  nett 
[amount  applicable 
to  roads  within  said 
states. 

{Amount  received 
by  each  state,  on  ac- 
count of  the  3 per 
cent.  fund. 

Balance  due  to  each 
[state,  of  the  3 per 
> cent.  fund. 

Amo’t  overdrawn 
of  the  3j  per  cent, 
fund. 

J 

Ohio,  .... 
Indiana,  . . . 

lUinols,  . . . 

Missouri,  . . . 

Mississippi  . . 
Alabama,  . . . 

9,389,315  70 
2,016,243  49 
240,481  82 
141,621  19 
332,119  41 
850,691  00 

281,679  47 
60,487  30 
7,214  45 
4,248  64 
9,963  58 
25,520  73 

287,543  94 
42,629  46 
5,955  82 

1,750  00 

17,857  84 
1,258  63 
4,248  64 
9,963  58 
23,770  73 

5,864  47  j 

j 

1 

§12,970,472  61 

§389,114  17 

§337,879  22 

§57,099  42 

§5,864  47 

Treasury  department,  register’s  office,  January  24,  1823. 

JOSEPH  NOUUSE,  Register,. 


Foreign  Coins. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES,  FEB.  5,  1823. 

The  committee,  appointed  on  the  13th  ultimo,  and 
instructed,  by  a resolution  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, adopted  on  that  day,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  continuing  in  force,  for  a 
further  term,  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  “an 
.act  regulating  the  currency,  within  the  United 
States,  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  France, 
Portugal,  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns  of  France, 

' and  five  franc  pieces,”  passed  on  the  29th  day  of 
April,  1816,  as  relates  to  the  crowns  of  France 
and  five  franc  pieces,  report,  on  that  subject: 
That,  by  the  act  of  the  29th  of  April,  1816,dhese 
coins  were  declared  to  be  a tender  for  the  term  of 
three  years;  the  crowns,  at  the  rate  of  117,^^-  cents] 
per  oz.,  and  the  francs  at  the  rate  of  116  cents 
per.  oz.  The  former  had  been  made  a tender  by 
two  earlier  acts,  which  had  been  allowed  to  expire. 
Foreign  gold  coins  ceased  to  be  a tender  on  the  1st 
November,  1819;  and,  on  the  3d  March,  1819,  the 
act  of  the  29th  April,  1816,  was  continued  in  force, 
so  far  as  related  to  crowns  and  francs,  until  the  29th 


April,  1821.  On  the  3d  March,  1821,  it  was  further 
continued  in  force,  to  the  same  extent,  until  the 
29th  April  next.  From  assays  lately  made  at  the 
mint,  the  value  of  these  coins,  per  ounce,  has  been 
ascertained  to  be  greater  than  that  of  Spanish  mil. 
led  dollars,  and  of  American  silver  coins. 

It  is  believed  the  acts  above  referred  to.  were 
passed  with  little  or  no  opposition,  and  that  no 
complaints  have  been  made  respecting  their  prac- 
tical effects;  and,  when  we  take  into  view  the  in- 
creasing difficulty  of  fulfilling  engagements  b}'- 
specie  payments,  whicli  is  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  the  acknowledged  diminution  of  the  ag- 
gregate amount  of  our  metallic  medium  during  the 
current  year,  the  expediency  of  continuing  crowns 
I and  five  franc  pieces  a tender,  for  a further  term, 
forces  itfelf  upon  the  minds  of  your  committee  more 
strongly  than  at  any  former  period. 

It  is  believed  that  the  gold  coins,  both  foreign 
and  domestic,  have  been  almost  wholly  exported. 
They  have  certainly  been  withdrawn  from  circula- 
tion to  such  an  extent,  that  some'  very  infeliigent 
writers  have  asserted,  with  every  probability  of 


380 


NILES’  REGISTER-  FEBRUARY  15,  185^3-FOREIGN  COINS. 


being;  correct,  that  there  is  not  now  in  the  United 
States  one  gold  coin  for  every  thirty  that  were  in 
the  country  five  years  ago.  Without  inquiring 
into  the  causes  which  have  produced  this  extraor 
dinary  drain,  it  may  be  added,  that  they  have,  like- 
wise, operated  to  rid  us  of  American  and  Spanish 
milled  dollars,  to  nearly  the  same  extent,  and  have 
left  in  the  country  scarcely  any  of  its  usual  metal- 
lic currency,  except  that  which  consists  of  the 
crowns  of  France,  five  franc  pieces,  and  those 
silver  coins  which  are  of  denominations  less  than  a 
dollar. 

In  corroboration  and  illustration  of  the  foregoing 
statement,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  subjoin  a 
few  well  ascertained  facts: 

There  is,  and  has  been,  for  many  months,  an  un 
interrupted  and  rising  demand,  in  your  sea-port 
towns,  for  all  descriptions  of  gold  coins  and  dollars, 
for  the  purpose  of  remittances  to  foreign  countries. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  former  are  never  under- 
rated in  any  country,  whilst  the  Spanish  milled 
dollar  have  a universality  of  circulation  exceeding 
that  of  any  other  coin.  The  American  dollar  is  re- 
ceived  in  the  East  Indies  at  from  one  and  a half  to 
two  per  cent,  less  than  the  dollar  of  Spain.  There 
js  very  little  foreign  demand  for  five  franc  pieces, 
and  none  for  crowns. 

The  balance  of  specie  and  bullion  exported  from 
the  United  States,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on 
the  30th  September  last,  according  to  the  custom- 
house entries,  amounts  to  7,434,634  dollars;  but  it 
is  supposed  that  the  law  prohibiting  the  landing  of 
specie,  without  a previous  entry  at  the  custom- 
house, particularly  that  which  comes  from  countries 
where  its  exporiation  is  forbidden,  is  sometimes 
evaded.  Whether  this  surmise  be  true,  and  to 
what  extent,  the  committee  will  not  undertake  to 
say;  nor  does  any  thing  beyond  an  allusion  to  it 
fall  within  the  scope  of  the  present  inquiry.  But, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  amount  of  specie 
(exportations  may  also  be  underrated,  from  a portion 
of  it  going  out  of  the  country  without  entry,  it  re- 
quires no  great  stretch  of  credulity  to  believe,  that 
the  balance  against  the  United  States  for  the  said 
year  amounts  to  at  least  six  millions  of  dollars. 

There,  is  no  reasonable  ground  to  suppose  that 
the  account  current  has  assumed  a more  favorable 
aspect  for  the  last  four  months;  and  there  is  less 
doubt  that  the  said  balance  was  made  up  princi- 
pally, if  not  altogether,  of  gold  coinsand  of  dollars. 

In  consequence  of  the  high  rate  of  all  foreign  ex 
change,  especially  that  of  England,  which  has,  fora 
long  time,  vibrated  from  10  to  12  per  cent.,  it  has 
been  confidently  asserted,  that  some  of  the  banks  in 
the  largest  commercial  city  in  the  union,  in  con- 
ducting which,  great  skill  and  foresight  have  ge- 
nerally been  discovered,  have  at  this  time  on  hand 
a greater  amount  of  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces 
than  of  all  other  descriptions  of  specie;  and  that 
none  of  them  have  much  gold  of  any  kind,  and 
scarcely  a single  American  or  Spanish  dollar. 

Your  committee  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  a 
better  state  of  things  exists  in  either  of  our  cities, 
with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  Philadelphia,  the 
proximity  of  whose  moneyed  institutions  to  the 
mint,  afibrds  them  some  little  additional  facilities  in 
procuring  coins  in  cases  of  emergency;  and  not  in 
eluding  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  which  pos- 
sesses a decided  advantage  over  all  the  others,  on 
account  of  the  revenue  deposites;  yet,  notwithstand- 
ing such  an  immense  advantage,  this  bank,  at  one 
time,  found  it  necessary  to  import  quantities  of 
foreign  coin,  specially  with  the  view  to  meet  any 
possible  exigency  which  might  press  upon  it. 


As  one  among  the  many  proof-:  tliat  m;gh  be  ad- 
duced to  show  the  extent  and  rapidity  with  which 
specie  has  been  banished  from  the  Unit  cl  Spates, 
the  committee  submit  a statement,  which  they 
think  will  not  be  contradicted,  that  the  specie  in 
the  Boston  banks,  which,  in  January,  1821  sp|;ears 
to  have  amounted  to  nearly  two  and  a half  niUions 
of  dollars,  was, in  June  list,  redu  •ed  to  §106.275. 

It  is  impossible  to  state,  with  any  certaimv,  the 
comparative  extent  of  the  whole  climinnii'm  in  the 
Unit:  d States;  but  many  commercial  men  e-timate 
that  about  one-third  of  all  the  specie  in  the  coun- 
try left  it  in  the  course  of  the  last  ye.ar. 

Should  the  act  of  congress,  making  the  crowns 
and  francs  a lawful  tender,  be  suffered  to  expire 
at  this  time,  and  any  serious  or  large  demand  be 
suddenly  made  upon  the  banks,  they  might  find  it 
extremely  difficult,  not  to  say  impossible,  to  meet 
it  Such  an  event  would  be  highly  injurious;  and 
it  might,  therefore,  be  dangerous  to  degrade  tiieir 
present  metallic  capital.  Even  now,  vviih  what 
they  have  in  their  vaults,  they  are  frequently  sub- 
jectedto  unpleasant  embarrassments  in  providing 
for  the  demands  which  are  occasionally  made  from 
one  comm- rcial  place  on  another;  and,  it  is  believ- 
ed, that,  for  nearly  a year  past,  their  principa  sup- 
port and  credit  have  been  derived  from  mutual 
forbearance,  superinduced  by  mutual  wants,  and  a 
community  of  interest. 

To  prove  that  these  conjectures  are  not  falla- 
cious, the  committee  will  not  go  heyond  the  banks 
in  the  district  of  Columbia,  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  congress.  By  a schedule  of  the  situation 
of  the  eleven  banks  in  this  district,  contained  in  a 
report  submitted  to  congress  in  April  last,  it  ap- 
pears, that,  at  that  time,  with  capitals  exceeding, 
collectively,  5,000,000  of  dollars,  they  had  an  ag- 
gregate of  §955  712,  in  notes,  in  circulation;  and 
only  §262,187,  of  specie,  in  all  their  vaults. 

Under  the  present  state  of  the  money  market/ 
should  it  long  continue  as  it  now  is,  a formidable 
re-action  must  ensue,  by  the  depreciation  of  .all 
property,  the  withdrawal  from  circulation  of  most 
of  the  safe  paper  medium,  and  the  consequent 
bankruptcy  of  very  many  of  our  most  enterpris- 
ing merchants. 

Whether  banks  have  been  productive  of  more 
good  than  evil,  it  is  not  necessary  to  inquire;  but 
it  may  be  stated,  that  they  are  now  so  completely 
fastened  upon  the  community,  and  their  credit  is  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  moneyed  interi^sts 
of  the  country,  and  any  shock  they  might  experi- 
ence would  be  so  severely  felt,  that  it  would  seem  to 
be  the  policy  of  the  ge-neral  government  to  y fl'ord 
them  support,  compatible  with  the  discreet  exer- 
cise of  its  exclusive  power  to  regulate  coins. — • 
Past  experience,  and  present  exigencies,  clearly 
demonstrate,  that  we  cannot  yet  dispense  with  the 
use  of  foreign  coins,  although  it  was  confidently 
predicted,  thirty  years  ago,  by  some  of  our  states- 
men, that  their  beneficial  tendency  would  be  super- 
seded, by  the  operations  of  tfie  mint,  within  the 
space  of  three  years. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  inconvenience 
of  using  a variety  of  coins,  unequal  in  their  purity; 
but  cannot  resist  the  conviction,  that,  as  a tempo- 
rary expedient,  it  would  be  wise  in  congress  to  ex- 
tend its  fostering  care  to  the  banks,  by  assigning 
a determinate  legal  value  to  the  almost  only  coins 
now  remaining  in  their  vaults. 

There  is  another  consideration,  which  ought,  per- 
haps, to  be  adverted  to.  If  the  act  making  crowns 
and  francs  a tender  be  suffered  to  expire,  the  banks, 
with  the  exception  of  those  at  Philadelphia,  wifi  ’ 
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be  co-npellecl  to  transport  those  c oins  to  the  mint,  j 
at  great  expense,  and  some  risk,  tor  the  purpose  1 
of  being  converted  into  Arnencari  coins;  and  when  , 
that  sliall*be  done,  their  new  character  would  give  ; 
them  an  immediate  passport  to  Europe.  The  com  j 
mittee,  therefore,  conclude,  tluU,  while  it  is  admit- 
ted that  the  rate  of  exchange  is  hca\ily  against  us, 
the  precious  metals  rapidly  vanishing,  stocks  going 
abroad,  property  depreciating,  and  insolvencies 
multiplying,  every  inducement  should  be  held  out 
for  the  importation  of  specie  and  bullion,  and  for 
the  retention  of  that  which  our  capitalists  now  pos- 
sess. 

'J'he  committee  hare  prepared  a bill,  continuing 
crowns  and  five  francs  a lawful  tender,  as  hereto- 
fore, until  the  4th  day  of  March,  1325,  which  they 
ask  Uave  to  report 

Treasury  department,  30th  Jxmuary,  1823. 

Sui:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant, 
requesting  my  opinion  of  tiie  expediency  of  pro- 
longing the  continuanne  of  the  mint  at  PhiUdelphiu, 

I have  the  honor  to  stale,  that,  in  my  opinion,  a due 
regard  to  the  public  interest,  requires  that  that  es- 
tablishment should  be  continued  for  some  time 
longer  at  Philadelphia. 

The  present  state  of  the  currency,  also,  justifies 
the  conclusion,  that  the  act  of  the  Sd  of  March, 
1821,  continuing  in  force,  for  the  term  of  two 
years,  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  29th  of  April, 
1816,  as  makes  crowns  and  five  franc  pieces  of 
Franc  *,  a legal  tender  in  tlie  payment  of  debts, 
ough  to  be  continued  for  a limited  period. 

1 1 emain  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  ser-' 
vant,  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  vVm.  R.  Rochester, 

Chairman  of  the  select  committee,  Uc, 


Seventeenth  Coiigi-ess — ^nd  session. 

IS  THE  SESATE. 

February  7.  Several  petitions  and  reports  were 
received,  of  no  importance  to  notice  at  present. 

The  senate  took  up  for  consideration  the  bill  to 
regulate  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  certain  Uriiish  colonial  ports. 

[This  bill  suspends  our  restrictive  acts  of  1818 
and  1820,  and  embraces  a number  of  provisions 
growing  out  of  the  repeal  of  the  late  restrictive 
laws  of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  foreign  inter- 
course and  trade  with  her  American  possessions.] 

After  Mr.  Barbour,  (chairman  of  the  committee 
on  foreign  relations],  had,  delivered  a speech  of 
much  length,  giving  an  historical  view  of  the  trade, 
kc.  the  bill  was  laid  over  till  Monday. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Virginia,  to 
amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  re- 
gard to  the  election  of  president  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  substitute  cflered  thereto  by  Mr. 
Dickerson,  of  New-Jersey. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Va.  rose  and  addressed  the  senate 
' about  an  hour  in  support  of  his  own  proposition 
and  in  opposition  to  the  substitute.  He  opposed  the 
substitute,  becaiise,so  far  as  it  proposed  an  uniformi- 
ty in  the  election  of  electors,  by  districts,  throughout 
the  union,  it  had  a tendency  to  create  an  aristocra- 
cy of  small  states;  to  prevent  ar.  election  of  president 
by  the  electors,  and  to  throw  the  election  of  presi- 
dent into  the  house  of  representatives,  where  the 
snlall  states  wouid  have  an  undue  weight,  the  effect 
of  which  might  in  time  be  to  produce  a revolution  in 
«ur  political  system  that  would  be  fatal  to  the  pre- 
sent equality  assigned  to  the  smali  slates  by  the  con. 


stitution.  Mr.  T.  laid  down  the  position  that  the 
po  wer  of  the  federal  government  had  increased,  was 
increasing,  and  ouglit,  at  least,  not  to  be  extended; 

I he  argued  against  all  measures  which  would  have  the 
j effect  to  produce  a national  instead  of  a federated 
government,  and  opposed  the  substitute  because  it 
would  tund  to  produce  that  result.  He  depicted 
many  of  the  evils  which  would  naturally  grow  out 
of  Uie  election  of  president  by  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives— the  opportunity  and  the  inducement 
which  it  would  hold  out  to  corruption;  its  bad 
efiects  on  the  general  business  of  legislation,  and 
the  interests  of  the  nation;  the  improper  connec- 
tion it  wouid  create  between  an  executive  thus 
elected,  and  those  in  the  legislature  thus  acted  on. 
rile  election  of  the  executive  by  the  legislative 
branch,  even  if  pure,  he  deprecated  as  an  unnatural 
and  illegitimate  connection  of  distinct  powers  and 
duties;  his  own  amendment  he  thought  would  have 
the  effect  to  keep  the  election  of  president  where 
the  framers  of  the  constitution  designed  it  should 
be,  and  where  it  ought  to  be — that  is,  in  the  hands 
of  the  electors  elected  by  the  people,  and  to  pre- 
vent almost  the  possibility  of  an  election  ever  be- 
coming necessary  by  the  the  members  of  congressi 
All  these,  and  many  other  arguments,  Mr.  r.  press- 
ed and  illustrated  with  force  and  ingenuity.  Whea 
he  concluded — 

Mr.  Dickerson  observed,  that  he  was  not  in  pos- 
session, at  this  moment,  of  the  facts  and  materials 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  answer  the  ingenious 
and  impressive  speech  of  Mr. now,  if  it  should 
be  in  his  power  to  do  so  at  all;  for  he  confessed  that 
the  remarks  of  that  gentleman  had  produced  mucli 
impression  on  his  mind,  as  they  had,  no  doubt,  done 
on  others.  He  moved,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing 
time  for  reflection  and  investigation,  to  postpone 
the  subject  to  Tuesday;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to;  and 

The  senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business;  after  which 

They  adjourned  to  Monday. 

February  10,  Amongst  the  petitions  presented 
to-day  was  one  by  Mr.  Jlills,  from  lieutenant  Ro- 
bert F.  Stockton,  of  the  navy,  late  commander  of 
the  schooner  Alligator,  stating  that,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  he  captured  and  brought  in 
for  adjudication,  two  vessels,  the  Jeune  Eugenie 
and  the  Mariana  Flora;  that,  in  defending  the  le- 
gality of  the  captures,  he  has  incurred  great  ex- 
pense, for  which  he  prays  reimbursment;  and  that 
the  United  States  will  take  such  order  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  suit  in  the  case  of  the  Mariana  Flora, 
as  may  be  deemed  just  and  proper;  which  petition 
was  referred. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
directing  the  payment  of  the  Georgia  militia  claims 
for  services  rendered  in  the  years  1792,  ’3  ami  ’4, 
and  on  the  queslion  whether  tiie  bill  should  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a thi.*'d  time,  it  was  decided  in 
the  aflirmative,  as  follows; 

YKAS -Messrs.  Hnrlifuu’,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  of  Lou. 
Brown,  of  Oliio,  Dickerson,  Krlwards,  Elliott,  Findlay,  Gajllard, 
Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Joluson,  of  Ken.  Johnsuii,  of 
Lou.  Kelly.  King,  of  Alab.  Llojd,  of  Mass.  Noble,  Parrott, Smith, 
(>i  Md.  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Stokes,  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Va.  Van  Dyke, 
Wore,  VV'illiams,  of  Miss.  Williams,  of  Tenn. — 23. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Boardman,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  liaton,  King,  of 
N.  Y.  Knight,  Macon,  Mills,  .Morrill,  Kuggles,  Van  Buren.— 11. 

Several  bills  were  taU:en  up,  partially  considered 
and  postponed  to  different  days:  and  a good  deal 
of  preparatory  business  transacted.  Nottiing  de- 
cidedly acted  upon. 

February  11.  Several  petitions  were  received 
and  disposed  of. 
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Affreeablv  to  the  notice  yesterday  given,  Mr.  r 
Smii/i,  of  Md,  asked  and  obtained  leave,  and  intro  [ 
duced  the  following  joint  resolution;  which  was  r 
read  and  passed  to  a second  reading:  r 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America,  in  congress  asssembled,  two  thirds  oj  both  t 
houses  concurring.  That  the  I'ollowine  amendment  to  the  constiiu-  . 
tion  of  the  United  States,  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures  ot  the  s^  J 
veral  states,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  ^ 
of  the  states,  shall  be  valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  ^ 
the  said  constitution: 

That  congress  shall  have  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a system  t 
of  internal  improvements,  confined  to  great  national  purposes.  , 

After  disposing  of  a variety  of  matters,  to  be  no  ^ 

ticed  hereafter—  , r i ^ -n  s 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Uie  oiil 
to  regulate  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  certain  British  colonial  ports:  j 
and,  after  some  further  discussion  of  its  details,  and  j 
some  amendment  thereof,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  < 
be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time. 

Considerable  time  was  spent  in  considering  the  ) 
resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Va.  and  the 
substitute  offered  therefor  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  to  ] 
which,  after  a short  speech,  Mr.  Holmes  submitted  . 
a resolution  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  original  . 
motion,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  ; 
After  which  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  12.  The  senate  was  chiefly  occupied 
this  day  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 
Mechanics’  bank  of  Alexandria.  Not  decided  upon. 

' The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  certain 
British  colonial  ports;  and  the  engrossed  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Eleanor  Lawrence,  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house 
of  representatives  for  concurrence. 

February  13.  Several  bills  were  partially  consid- 
ered, &c  That  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Me- 
chanics’ bank  of  Alexandria,  after  debate,  was  order 
ed  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barbour  Benton,  Brown  of  Lou.  Brown  of  Ohio, 
Chandler,  D’Woif,  Elliott,  Holmes  of  Maine,  Johnson  of  Ky.  John- 
son of  Lou.  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Md.  Lowrie,  Morril,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Ruggles.  Seymour,  Smith  of  Md.  Smith  of  S.  C.  South- 
ard, Stokes,  Thomas,  Ware,  Williams  of  Ttnn.— 26. 

nays— Messrs.  Barton,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Findlrf^,  Gaillard, 
Kelly,  King  of  Aiab-  King  of  N.  York,  Lloyd  of  Mass.  Macon, 
Mills,  Taylor  of  Indiana,  Taylor  of  Virginia,  Van  Buren,  Van 
Dyke,  Williams,  ol  Miss.— 16. 

After  debate,  the  resolution,  and  its  substitutes, 
to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
to  the  election  of  president,  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

HOUSE  or  REPnrSENTATIVES. 

(r^The  discussion,  on  Wednesday,  the  5th,  in  re- 
lation to  the  suppression  of  a certain  part  of  one  of 
the  documents,  was  unpleasant— perhaps,  we  might 
say,  not  creditable  to  every  one  who  took  a part  in 
it.  There  was  a good  deal  of  personality,  and  consi- 
derable roughness  in  the  remarks  of  one  or  two  of 
the  members.  But  matters  were  much  softened 
down  the  next  day,  time  having  been  allowed  for 
reflection,  and  a committee  was  appointed  to  make 
a further  investigation  of  the  business — though  it 
appears  most  probable  that  no  new  light  can  be 
shed  on  the  matter.  We  again  express  our  regret 
at  the  course  -which  this  matter  has  taken,  and  must 
be  permitted  to  deprecate  the  feeling  which  it  has 
excited.  It  is  right  that  the  affair  should  be  rigidly 
inquired  into — but  we  cannot  see  any  possible  good 
to  result  from  the  feeling  manifested.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  sound  sense  and  sober  discretion  in 
the  house  of  representatives;  but,  among  so  many 
persons,  collected  from  all  parts  of  the  union,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  there  should  be  some 
Hotspurs,  and  others,  of  ardent  minds,  who  would 


rather  “chaos  might  come  again”  than  that  their 
personal,  private  views  should  be  defeated  The 
mere  election  of  a private  man  to  congress  does  not 
metamorphose  him  into  a statesman 

Friday,  Feb  7.  After  other  business — 'Sfv.JM'Coy. 
from  the  select  committee,  appointed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  militia  fines,  (leave  being  granted),  report- 
ed a bill  vesting  in  tlie  state  of  Virginia  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  all  fines  assessed  for  the 
non-performance  of  rriililia  duty  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  w'ithin  the  said  state;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed.  [Ordered  to  be  engros- 
sed next  day.] 

On  motion  of  Mi-  Fuller,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructe<l  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving,  fora  limited  time,  the  act* 
allowing  pensions  to  the  w idows  and  orphan  children  of  the  offi- 
cers, seamen  and  marines,  in  the  public  and  private  armed  ships 
of  the  United  States  dwringihe  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Several  bills  were  received  from  the  senate,  re- 
ferred, &c 

A desultory  debate  of  considerable  length  occur- 
red about  the  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  the 
‘D'gest  of  Manufactures,’  &c.  It  appeared  to  be 
admitted  that  the  returns  had  been  very  imperfect, 
and  so  the  abstract  must  needs  be.  [We  appre- 
hended this,  from  the  small  arriount  ot  the  appro- 
priation allowed  for  taking  the  census  and  perform^ 
ing  this  service,  as  many  of  our  ri^aders  will  recol- 
lect.] A motion  was  made  to  deposite  all  the  co- 
pies in  the  library  of  congress — that  is,  to  suppress 
the  wmrk  In  some  parts  of  the  union  it  appeared 
that  these  matters  had  been  pretty  well  attended  to 
— in  others,  they  were  almost  wholly  neglected,  and 
from  various  causes.  Finally,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table — 65  to  63. 

The  engrossed  bill,  supplementary  to,  and  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  “an  act  to  regulate  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,”  passed 
2d  March,  1799,  and  to  repeal  an  act  supplemen- 
tary thereto,  passed  the  20tb  April,  1818,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  title  of  the  bill, 
Mr.  McLane  moved  to  strike  therefrom  the  words 
“and  to  repeal  an  act  supplementary  thereto,  pass- 
ed 20th  April,  1818;”*"  which  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  bill  was  then  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  house,  then,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  re- 
sumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  more 
effectual  protection  of  domestic  manufactures.  Mr. 
Eustis  wa^  opposed  to  striking  out  the  enacting 
clause,  though  he  was  not  friendly  to  some  of  the 
items  in  the  bill.  Mr.  Buchanan  delivered  an  able 
speech  in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  then  the  committee 
rose,  &c.;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  Feb.  8.  Mr.  Eustis,  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  legis- 
lative provision  was  necessary  in  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late 
governor  of  the  state  of  New  York,  made  a report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a bill  to  provide  for  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts;  which  bill  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Ran- 
kin, would,  from  its  nature,  lie  on  the  table  one  day, 
by  a rule  of  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  lay  before  the  house  of  representatives,  at  the  next  session  of 
congress,  the  information  heretofore  requested  by  a I'esolutioti  of 
this  house  in  relation  to  the  salt  springs,  lead  and  copper  mines; 
accompanied  by  such  other  information  as  he  may  be  in  possession 

*This  acts  expires,  by  its  own  limitation,  on  the 
4th  of  March  next. 
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of.  or  obtain,  ai  to  thi  ptolnble  valile  of  oach  of  tVm^. 
resprvation*  attached  to  each;  of  the  extent  to  winch  they  have 
been  worked,  or  are  susceptible  of  being  worked;  tnc  advantages 
and  proximity  of  each  to  navigable  wat.  rs;  the  origin. 
extent,  of  any  claims  made  to  any  of  them  by  individuals  or  com- 
panies, together  with  any  other  inlbrmction  deemed  important  by 
bim,  ill  relation  to  such  salt  springs  lead  and  copper  mines. 

The  rule,  however,  bemte  remnveti  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  communicated  a letter  from  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  accompanying  it  witli  a 
statement  in  relation  to  the  outstanding'  ciis..orn 
house  bonds,  bonds  taken  for  duties  on  merchan- 
dise and*  debentures  issued  for  drawback,  nett 
amount  of  revenue  on  merchandise  and  tonnage, 
2s,c.  and  a statement  of  the  whole  amount  ot  the 
unexpended  balance  ot  the  sinking  fund,  distin- 
guishing each  year  since  1817,  all  collated  within 
specified  periods;  which  letter  was  read,  and  with 
the  statements,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

1 he  engrossed  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the  time 
allowed  for  the  redemption  of  lands  sold  for  direct 
tax,  in  certain  cases,  was  read  a third  time  and /icssec/. 

I'he  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  more  ettectual  protection 
of  domestic  manufactures.  Mr.  Cu^/i6er<  dehvered 
a W'arm  speech  against  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Jf'oodsori 
supported  it,  both  at  considerable  length.  When 
the  committee  rose,  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

JMonday,  Feb.  11,  Thirty-seven  petitions  were 
presented  this  day,  and  a number  of  reports  receiv- 
ed. 

Mr.  Buchanan  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
ji>qiiire  whether  there  be  any,  and.  if  any,  what,  crimes  not  now 
punishable  bylaw,  to  which  punishmeiusought  to  be  affixed. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Buchanun  said  it 
had  been  decided  that  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  had  no  power  to  punish  any  act,  no  matter 
how'  criminal  in  its  nature  unless  congress  have  de- 
clared it  to  be  a crime,  and  annexed  a punishment 
to  its  perpetration.  Offences  at  the  common  law, 
not  declared  such  by  acts  of  congress,  are,  there- 
fore, not  within  the  range  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
federal  courts.  Congress  have  annexed  punish- 
meiits  but  to  a very  few  crimes,  and  those  all  of  an 
aggravated  nature.  I’he  consequence  is,  that  a great 
variety  of  actions,  to  wliich  a high  degree  of  moral 
guilt  is  attached,  and  which  are  punished  as  crimes 
at  the  common  law,  and  by  every  state  in  the  union, 
may  be  committed  with  impunity  on  the  high  seas, 
and  in  any  place  where  congress  has  exclusive  ju- 
risdiction. To  afford  an  example;  An  assault  and 
battery,  w'ith  intent  to  commit  murder,  may  be 
perpetrated,  either  on  the  high  seas,  or  in  a fort, 
magazine,  arsenal,  or  dockyard,  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  there  exists  no  law  to  punish 
such  an  offence. 

This  is  a palpable  defect  in  our  system,  which 
requires  a remedy:  and  it  is  astonishing  that  none 
has  ever  yet  been  applied.  My  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  subject  by  a distinguished  profession- 
al gentleman  now  in  this  city.  Mr.  B.  said  he  did 
not  expect  that  any  bill  could  be  matured  and  pas- 
sed into  a law  at  the  present  session.  If,  however, 
the  judiciary  committee  would  take  the  sub  ject  into 
consideration,  and  report  upon  it  to  the  house  be 
fore  it  rises,  it  would  call  public  attention  to  it,  and 
ensure  the  passage  of  a bill  at  an  early  period  of 
the  next  congress. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  Cocke  laid  the  following  resolution  on  the 
table; 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  inform  this  house 
wheth-rany  pr^e  ngeiits  have  neglected  to  render  an  account  of 
their  agency,  and  pay  over  all  money  in  their  hands;  if  so,  who  are 
they;  what  sum  reuaaiBS  in  the  hands  of  each  unaccounted  for; 


whether  any  of  them  are  in  the  employ  of  the  government,  if  lo, 

I has  their  compensation  been  retained.' 

! T his  resolution,  by  ilie  rules  of  the  house,  lies  on 
the  table  one  day.  [ Agr  ed  to  next  day  ]. 

The  engrossed  “bill  vesting  in  the  state  of  Vir- 
ginia the  right  of  the  United  States  to  all  fines 
assessed  for  the  non  performance  of  militia  duty 
during  tile  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  within  said 
state,”  w'as  read  a third  lime,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
j senate  for  concurrence. 

The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  further  protec- 
tion of  domestic  manufactures — 

Mr.  Hardin,  spoke  an  hour  and  a half  against 
the  bill.  Mr.  Tod  supported  it  in  a speech  of  about 
the  same  length,  with  great  energy  and  point.  After 
which,  the  committee  rose  and  the  house  adjourn- 
ed. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  11.  Mr.  A"eiuton,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  commerce,  reported  a bill  to  provide  for 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  w’hich  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union. 

Mr.  Cocke,  offered  the  following  re.solution 
which,  from  its  nature,  lies  one  day  on  the  table: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to  communicate  to 
this  house  a statement  shewing  the  several  classes  of  expenditures 
made  during  the  years  1821  and  1822,  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  Indian  department,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  susceptible  of 
classification,  stating  particularly  the  amount  of  each  species  of 
expenditure, to  whom  paid,  and  when. 

Oths.1*  business  not  necessary  to  notice  at  present, 
being  attended  to — the  house,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for 
the  more  effectual  encouragement  of  domestic  ma- 
nufactures— when  Messrs.  McJVeill,  of  N.  C.  IlamiU 
ton,  of  S.  C.  Wright,  of  Md.  and  Montgomery,  of 
Ken.  all  spoke  against  the  bill.  Before  the  latter 
had  concluded,  the  committee  rose,  and  the  house 
adjourned  at  4 o’clock. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  12.  Several  reports  from  dif- 
ferent committees  were  received.  Among  them, 
Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
made  a report  on  Kodgers’  marine  rail-way,  or  in- 
clined plane,  favorable  to  the  object,  concluding 
with  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  ought  to  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a dock  and  wharves 
for  building,  repairing,  and  constructing  vessels  of  the  United 
States  at  the  navy  yard  in  the  city  of  Washington. 

rhe  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Cocke, 
about  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Indian  department, 
being  modified,  was  agreed  to: 

Mr.  White,  of  Vt.  offered  a resolution  which  had 
for  its  object  the  setting  aside  a certain  part  of  the 
product  of  public  lands  for  general  purposes  of 
education.  After  some  remarks,  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Other  business  being  transacted,  the  house,  in 
committee  of  the  whole,  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  further  protection  of  domestic 
manufactures.  Mr.  Montgomery  concluded  his 
speech  against  the  bill.  He  was  followed  by 
Messrs.  Reid,  of  Georgia,  Crudup,  Rhea,  and  Mit- 
chell, of  S.  C.  against,  and  Messrs  Van  Wyck,  and 
Woodcock  in  support  of  the  bill.  The  question  was 
loudly  called  for  several  times,  and  at  last  taken — 
when  there  appeared  51  for  striking  out  the  first 
section,  (or  rejecting  the  bill),  and  77  against  it. 
The  committee  rose,  and  the  house  adjourned  at 
about  a quarter  before  10  o’clock. 

Thursday,  Feb.  13.  Mr.  McDuffie  appeared  and 
i took  his  seat. 

Several  reports  were  received  and  bills  commit- 
ted. 

It  was  decided,  73  to  61,  to  take  up  the  general 
appropriation  hill.  A good  deal  of  debate  followed 
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on  dilferent  items,  especially  on  an  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Trimble,  to  insert  a clause  provid 
ing  25,000  oollars  for  the  preservation  and  repair 
of  the  Cumberland  road.  Before  it  was  decided, 
the  committe  rose,  &o.  and  the  house  adjourned  at 
half  past  4 o’clock. 


CHRONICLE. 

Execution.  A man  by  the  name  of  William  Gross 
was  hung  for  murder  at  Philadelphia,  on  Frid.ay,  last 
week. 

Explosion.  The  whole  number  of  deaths  by  the 
late  explosion  of  the  powder  mills,  at  Eden  Park, 
near  Wilmington,  heretofore  noticed,,  was  12.  All 
the  wounded  have  died  save  one.  By  the  expio 
sion  of  anoilier  mill  near  Lexington,  Ky.  one  per- 
son was  recently  killed. 

Public  spirit.  ’ Stephen  Girard,  esq.  of  Philadel- 
phia, has  loaned  ^238,850  to  the  Schuylkill  navi- 
gation  company,  to  enable  them  to  complete  their 
important  improvements  -noble  works. 

Died,  on  the  31st  Jan.  at  Bethlehem,  Pa.  the  Rev. 
John  Hecketvelder,  aged  80  years — worn  out  by  his 
long  labors  in  the  missionary  service  of  the  United 
Brethren,  and  whose  goodness  of  heart  and  exten 
sive  utility  have  rendered  his  name  familiar  to  most 
of  our.  readers. 

The  real  estate  of  JoJm  Jones,  esq.  of  New  York, 
v/as  lately  sold,  under  the  hammer,  in  that  city, 
for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand, 
eight  hundred  dollars. 

Canals.  It  is  stated  that  the  legislature  of  Dela- 
ware has  appropriated  25,000  dollars  for  the  use  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  canal  company. 
This  interesting  work  must  yet,  and  soon,  be  com- 
pleted. 

Whale  Oil.  It  is  proposed  to  make  whale  oil  out 
ot  the  sturgeons  cnat  aoound  on  Lake  Superior! 

Segars  12,478,000  were  imported  last  year.— 
The  domestic  manufacture,  from  foreign  tobacco, 
was  of  much  greater  amount.  The  consumption, 
of  all  sorts,  may  be  about  50  millions  a year. 

Baltimore  inspections,  for  the  quarter  ending  31st 

December,  1822  125,544  bbls.  and  11,001  half 

bbls.  wheat  flour;  4,324  bbls.  and  314  half  bbls 
pork;  696  bbls.  beef;  5,100  do  herrings;  6,158  do. 
mackerel;  461  casks  flaxseed;  354  large  casks  and 
8,565  bbls.  domestic  liquors,  with  butter,  lard,  &c. 

The  pirate  expedition.  The  Norfolk  Beacon  of 
Monday  says:-  -The  expedition  destined  to  avenge 
the  murder  of  the  gallant  Allew,  and  the  multiplied 
outrages  upoh  our  lawful  commerce,  is  under  the 
orders  of  commodore  David  Porter,  and  consists  of 
the 

Sloop  of  war  Peacock,  capt.  Stephen:  Cassin, 
bearing  the  broad  pendant  of  the  commodore. 

Schooner  Shark,  It.  com.  IM.  C.  Perry. 

Aea  Gull,  (steam  galliot).  It.  com.  Wra.  H.  Wat- 
son. 

Decoy,  (store  ship),  It.  com.  L Kearney. 

Grey  Hound,  mast,  com  John  Porter, 

Jackall,  It.  com.  Thomas  H.  Stevens. 

Fox,  It.  com.  William  H.  Cocke. 

Wild  Cat,  It.  com.  Cha’s,  W Skinner. 

Beagle,  It.  com.  John  T.  Newton. 

Ferret,  It.  com.  Samuel  Henley. 

Terrier,  It.  com.  Robert  M.  Rose. 

Weazle,  It.  com.  Beverly  Kennon. 

GyxXXexs— Midge,  Musquito,  Sand  Fly,  Galley  JV'ip^ 
per  and  Gnat. 


Four  of  the  small  schooneis  dropped  down  from 
the  navy  yard  on  'I'hursday  last,  and  anchored  near 
the  Flag  Ship,  f)!i'  Fort  Nelson;  yesterday  morn- 
ing,  they  were  joined  by  the  other  tour  sciioo- 
ners,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  Shark  and  tiie  store 
ship  Decoy,  were  lowed  down  from  the  yard  by  the 
steam  galliot  Sen  Gull,  and  all  anchoied  near  the 
Peacock.  They  form  quite  an  imposing  spectacle, 
and  to  day  or  to  morrow,  we  shall  have  the  pleasure 
to  see  them  all  “spread  their  white  canvas  to  the 
breeze,”  and  depart  for  t:.e  pirate  coast. — Our  best 
wishes  go  with  them. 

The  steam  galliot  is  greatly  improved  in  appear- 
ance, and  performed  the  duty  of  towing  down  the 
ship  an.)  scimoner  in  a style  and  with  a velocity 
that  angered  '.veil  of  her  adaptation  lothat  purpose 
m the  expedi  tion. 

The  schooners  mount  one  long  gun  on  a pivot 
and  two  cannonades  each,  and,  it  is  believed,  will 
not,  in  point  of  sailing,  dishonor  the  names  by 
which  they  have  been  designated. 

Virginia.  The  legislature  of  this  state  has  pas- 
sed an  act  granting  a loan  of  ^60,000  to  complete 
the  buildings  of  the  university. 

The  bill  for  ratifying  the  convention  between  the 
states  of  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  has  been  at  length 
finally  rejected,  in  the  legislature  of  the  latter  state, 
by  the  tenacity  of  both  houses,  in  adhering  to  their 
disagreeing  votes  on  the  amendments  to  the  bill. 

The  compensation  bill  has  been  rejected  in  the 
same  legislature  in  the  same  manner.  It  passed 
both  houses  by  great  majorities.  It  was  in  a fair 
way  to  bloom  into  existence.  But,  alas!  there  came 
a frost— a chilling  frost!  The  two  houses  disagreed 
about  an  amendment,  touching  the  pay  of  a deputy 
clerk,  or  door  keeper,  or  something  of  t.hat  sort; 
and  they  adhered  to  their  mutual  disagreement. 

[JV'a/.  In{, 

Salt.  The  effect  of  opening  our  canal  naviga- 
tion on  the  salt  trade,  in  the  interior,  is  somewhat 
remarkable,  as,  notwithstanding  the  additional  fa- 
cility afforded  to  its  transportation  to  the  west  by 
the  partial  completion  of  the  canal,  the  price  of  that 
necessary  article  has  increased  instead  of  being 
diminished  on  Lake  Erie  and  the  coiintries  border- 
ing on  or  connected  with  its  waters.  A Sandusky 
paper  states,  that,  on  the  20th  of  Nov.  there  were 
not  thirty  bushels  of  salt  in  that  town:  and  congra- 
tulates the  inhabitants  on  their  not  being  totally 
dependent  on  New  York  for  that  article,  as  two 
teams,  loaded  with  it,  had  just  arrived  from  Zanes- 
ville, with  Ohio  salt.  Subsequent  arrivals,  from 
Buffalo,  had  not  supplied  the  demands  of  the  mar- 
ket, and  the  price  of  salt  had  risen  to  gll  per  bbl. 
or  2 dollars  and  50  cents  per  bushel.  These  facts 
can  only  be  accounted  for,  by  that  of  the  country 
which  borders  on  the  parts  of  the  canal  already 
navigable,  furnishing  a full  market  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  suit  that  has  been  manufactured,  and 
consequently  diverting  the  supply  winch  formerly 
was  given  to  the  lake  trade.  The  price  of  salt  on 
the  canal  has  increased,  during  the  hist  season,  from 
increased  con-^umption,  owing  to  the  reduction  of 
price  and  the  extension  of  a market;  and  the  quan- 
tity manufactured,  and,  consequently,  the  revenue 
derived  to  tlie  state,  exceeds,  are  told,  the  pro- 
duce of  any  previous  year.  This  increase  must  be 
progressive,  and  cannot  be  limited  by  causes  that 
are  to  operate  during  any  period  that  we  look  for- 
ward to.  [JVew  York  paper. 
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(Li'The  “taiiff  bill”  is  considered  as  laid  aside 
for  the  present  session,  whicli  must  soon  come  to  a 
close.  VVehave  no  toieign  news  since  our  last,  but 
there  are  some  interesting  notices  of  events  on 
hand  which,  (as  well  as  many  other  things^,  are 
of  necessity  postponed. 

O^^The  editor  of  the  New  York  “American,”  in 
!iis  |>aper  of  the  8ih  inst.  has  presented  what  I 
must  regard  as  an  illiberal  view  of  an  article  which 
appeared  in  the  “Register”  a few  days  before, 
lieaded  “rights  of  men  and  things.”  Essays  of  that 
character,  in  my  humble  opinion,  are  not  to  be 
judged  of  by  partial  extracts  from  them,  which 
may  be  rendered  subservient  to  purposes  in  utter 
opposition  to  those  aimed  at  by  a writer 

on  such  subjects:  but  admitting,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  this  veteran  republican  editor,  that  w'hat  he  has 
been  pleased  to  infer  is  that  which  was  meaiit  to  be 
enforced  in  the  article  alluded  to,  why  does  he 
not  reprehend  more  distinguished  persons,  oti  the 
other  side,  who  broadly  spoke  of  accomplishing 
what  he  insinuates  that  I suggested.^  Did  not  an 
‘‘honorable  member”  of  an  eastern  peace  society, 
lustily  call  upon,  and  earnestly  advise,  the  people 
fif  another  section  of  the  country  to  resist  the  ope- 
ration of  a certain  bill,  if  it  should  ':e  passed  into 
a law — and  did  not  several  other  “honorable  mem- 
bers”  publicly  declare  that  they  would  olfeF  such 
resistance?  Let  the  editor  of  the  “American”  take 
“the  beam  out  of  his  own  eye”  that  he  may  see 
clearly,  and  ascertain  whether  there  is  a “mote”  in 
mine.  Surely,  he  has  read  the  debates  in  congress 
on  the  tariff  bill — and,  if  be  is  just,  he  will  not  fail 
to  reprove  his  friends  for  actu.dly  supporting  the 
self  same  principle  that  he  imputes  to  and  repre- 
hends me  for.*^ 

No  possible  good  can  result  from  a pursuit  of  this 
subject  now,  and  we  shall  decline  any  controversy 
about  it.  It  may,  however,  be  well  to  suggest  to 
the  editor  of  the  “American,”  that,  by  the  course 
which  he  has  taken  on  the  matter  at  large,  he  is  in 
no  small  danger  of  committing  a political  felo  dese — 
of  putting  doTvn  the  man  who  he  labors  to  put  up; 
whose  general  opinions  on  the  great  question  are 
probably  at  variance  with  his  own,  Verbiim  sat. 

Co^niERCE,  &c.  We  have  a copy  of  the  letter  of 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  state- 
ments shewing  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  ending  30th  Sept.  1822. 
The  whole  makes  a book  of  165  pages,  and  several 
heavy  tables.  We  shall  soon  present  a digest,  or 
abstract,  of  this  document,  that  may  serve  all  usual 
cases  of  reference. 

Potomac  canal.  We  have  before  noticed  the 
project  of  a splendid  undertaking  to  unite  the 
eastern  and  western  waters  by  means  of  a canal  ad 
jacent  to  the  Potomac,  and  to  be  fed  by  that  noble 
stream.  The  cost  of  this  work  is  estimated  at 
1,500,000  dollars— of  which  it  was  proposed  that 

*In  the  “American”  receiied  by  yesterday’s 
mail,  the  editor  has  partially,  and  very  cour- 
teomly,  complied  with  what  is  here  suggested,  as 
being  right. 

Tofc.  vXTin*~25. 


the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  and  the  district 
of  Columbia,  should  each  furnish  one  third. 

Within  the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  great  efforts 
were  made  to  induce  the  legislature  of  Maryland 
to  take  a lead  in  the  subject — and  a majority  of  the 
house  of  delegates  seemed  generally  lavorable  to 
it,  though  they  did  not  accord  in  all  the  details  of 
the  bill,  about  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  fre* 
quemly  taken.  Finally,  the  bill  was  withdrawn. 

The  progress  of  the  bill  caused  much  excitement 
in  Baltimore.  The  people  ot  this  city  are  devoted 
to  internal  improvenients,  and  have  freelv  subscribe 
ed  their  money  for  the  making  of  roads,  bridges, 
&c.  But  they  were  unanimously  opposed  to  this 
bill,  because  they  thought  it  went  to  an  appropria- 
tion of  the  funds,  or  credit,  of  the  state  to  an  object 
that  would  be  rather  injurious  than  beneficial  to 
them— they  believed,  that  the  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Susquehannah  should  first  be  re- 
moved, and  they  especially  objected  to  the  Potomac 
canal  because,  as  they  understood  the  bill,  the  pri- 
vilege was  virtually  denied  them  of  tapping  it  so  as 
to  make  a direct  communication  to  their  own  city, 
if  they  pleased— though  it  v/as  asked  that  the  state 
should  cede  to  the  company,  its  whole  right  to 
the  waters  of  the  river. 

The  excitement  above  spoken  of  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  when  the  condition  of  the  state  of 
Maryland  and  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  is  consider- 
ed. The  funds  of  the  state  are  not  sufficient  to 
meet  the  ordinary  expenditures  in  the  sum  of  aboat 
30,000  dollars  a year,  and  the  city  of  Baltimore  is 
burthened  with  a heavy  debt,  to  pay  the  interest 
of  which  and  perform  the  duties  incidental  to  the 
corporation,  the  people  are  already  too  heavily  tax- 
ed. The  rate  of  taxation  is  now  generally  higher 
than  it  was  some  years  ago,  when  the  value  of  pro- 
perty  or  the  produce  of  rents,  was  about  three  times 
greater  than  it  is  no-w;  and  the  fact  exists,  that  some 
large  property-holders,  who  hitherto  lived  bounti- 
fully on  their  incomes,  are  severely  put  to  it  to 
meet  the  various  demands  upon  them.  Houses  and 

lots  seem  as  if  they  had  no  price  among  us they 

cannot  be  disposed  of  unless  at  an  enormous  sacri- 
fice of  what  was  considered  their  value;  their  pro- 
duction is  greatly  reduced,  but  the  requisitions  of 
the  local  and  state  governments  are  increased.  In 
the  money  concerns  of  Maryland,  the  voice  of  Bal- 
timore ought  to  be  heard;  thougli  we  have  but  a 
fortieth  part  of  the  power  of  legislation  in  tlie  house 
of  delegates,  we  pay  a third  or  fourth  part  of  the 
taxes  of  the  state,  and  whatever  affects  the  finances 
of  the  latter,  bears  with  extraordinary  pressure  on 
us.  We  are  all  willing  that  the  Potomac  canal 
should  be  completed — but  we  have  no  money  or 
means  to  give  to  its  accomplishment;  and  if  we  had 
we  would  rather  that  such  means  were  directed  to 
an  opening  of  the  Susquehannah,  a far  more  impor- 
tant matter  to  us  than  the  canalling  of  the  Poto- 
mac. 1’he  former  would  surely  benefit  us— the 
latter  would  not  do  us  good,  perhaps,  injure  u3 
considerably.  We  are  not  jealous  of  the  prosperi- 
ty of  Georgetown  or  any  oilier  place— but  believe 
it  is  rightful  and  reasonable,  that  those  who  have  to 
pay  the  taxes  fihoukl  designatathe  expenditure  of 
their  product;  and  it  is  natural,  th.at  such  designa- 
tion should  be  for  the  direct  advantage’  of  the  taxed- 
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Bankrupt  Bank.  It  is  right  to  caution  our  read- 
ers, that  the  New  Hope  Delaware  Bridge  banking 
company,  are  not,  probably,  worth  one  cent  in  the 
dollar;  so  great  has  been  tlie  amount  of  the  depre- 
dations of  those  who  should  have  guarded  the  wel- 
fare  of  the  institution!  We  may  give  some  particu- 
Jars  hereafter. 

Pirates.  Com.  Porter  has  sailed.  Matanzas  is 
said  to  be  filled  with  pirates — they  lately  attacked 
theiAmericans'dhere  with  clubs  and  stones,  and  se- 
verely wounded  several  of  them.  Three  of  their 
vessels  are  said  to  be  cruising  between  Point  Yea 
cos  and  Havana.  It  was  reported  that  they  had 
lately  captured \ wo  vessels,  tied  the  crews  to  the 
ligging,  set  the  vessels  on  fire,  and  consumed  all 
together! 

The  fourteen  seamen  sent  into  Pensacola  as  pi 
rates  have  been  released,  no  overt  act  having  been 
proved  against  them. 

The  British  sloop  of  war  Tyne  has  captured  two 
piratical  vessels  oli  the  south  side  of  Cuba — thirty  of 
the  wretches  were  killed  and  seventeen  carried  to 
Kingston,  Jam.  for  trial. 


150;  20  and  30,  427;  30  and  40,  421;  40  and  50, 333* 
50  and  60, 203;  60  and  70,1 56;  70  and  80.  98;  80  and 
90,  54;  90  and  100,  10;  100  and  upwards,  2, 

Diseases.  Apoplexy  60;  burned  or  scalded  21; 
casualty  38;  cholera  morbus  2l;  consumption  624; 
convulsions  168;  diaiThma  56;  dropsy  74;  do.  in  the 
chest  30;,  do.  in  the  head  141;  drowned  56;  dysen- 
tery  109;  fever  5U;  do.  yellow  165;  typhus  95;  all 
other  fevers  81;  hives  or  croup  109;  inflammations 
of  all  sorts  243;  intemperance  44;  marasmus  31;  old 
age  115;  palsy  36;  peripneumony  23;  still  born  205; 
tabes  mesenterica  84;  teething  37;  whooping  cough 
35 all  else  under  20. 

Of  the  cases  of  yellow  fever,  45  w’ere  natives  of 
New  York  city,  and  10  of  the  state;  13  of  Connec- 
ticut; 24  of  England;  33  of  Ireland— all  others  un- 
der 10. 

The  whole  number  of  interments  iucludes  396 
colored  people. 

Pennsylvania.  The  bill  to  alter  the  charter  of 
St.  Mary’s  church,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  has 
been  indefinitely  postponed,  (rejected),  by  the  se* 
nate  of  this  state. 


The  accursed  trade.  A Portuguese  boat  of 
seven  tons,  28  feet  long,  and  the  space  over  her 
waier  casks,  (in  which  30  miserable  human  beings 
were  stowed),  only  17  inches  in  height,  was  lately 
captured  by  the  British  and  carried  into  Sierra 
Leone.  Ten  of  the  original  number  had  died,  and 
six  or  eight  more  perished  just  after  the  capture, 
presenting  the  most  horrible  spectacle  that  could 
be  imagined — the  wretched  survivors  were  all 
placed  in  the  hospital.  They  were  intended  to  be 
transported  to  the  Brazils,  in  a larger  vessel.  Who 
can  blame  men,  thus  used,  for  seeking  their  “liber- 
ty through  blood  and  slaughter?”  God  Is  just — 
and  long  suffering;  but  the  day  of  retribution  will 
come.  

Boston.  Bills  of  mortality  for  1822.  Whole  num- 
ber of  deaths  1203;  greatest  number  in  October 
130,  least  in  April  and  May,  77  for  each  month. 
Under  1 year  164;  1 to  2,  96;  2 to  5,  54;  5 to  10, 
42;  10  to  20,  49:  20  to  30,  99;  30  to  40,  120;  40  to 
50,  J13;  50  to  60,  76;  60  to  70,  54;  70  to  80,  39; 
80  to  99,  22;  90  to  100,  3.  Still  born  115. 

Infantile  diseases  244;  consumption  166;  dropsy 
43:  dysentery  31;  intemperance  25;  drowned  21; 
various  fevers  chiefly  lung  and  typhus  102;  old  age 
56;  suicide  5;  murdered  4;  palsy  10, 

New  York.  Annual  census  of  the  humane  and 
criminal  institutions  in  the  city  of  New  York — 1st 
January  1823.  ' 

In  the  orphan  asylum  103  boys  and  63  girls — 166: 
increase  since  last  year  30.  In  the  city  alms  house 
1717  persons,  (of  whom  85  are  black  and  25  mani- 
acs)~ increase  113.  In  the  city  hospital  147  pa 
lients  and  92  lunatics — 239,  increase  24.  In  the 
debtor’s  prison  120 — decrease  96.  In  Bridewell, 
62  white  men,  18  do.  women;  23  black  men  and 
22  do.  women — 125;  decrease  16.  In  the  peniten- 
tiary 342  persons  of  all  descriptions.  In  the  state 
prison,  442  white  men,  17  do.  women;  119  black  men 
and  22  do.  women — 580;  increase  27.  Total  pre- 
sent year  2292— ditto  last  year  2209— -increase  83. 

Tar.  same.  The  interments  in  this  city,  for  the 
year  1822,  amounted  to  3,231 — to  wit,  997  men, 
695  women,  836  boj  s and  703  girls.  Greatest  num- 
ber of  deaths  in  August  370;  least  in  February 
229.  Of  one  year  old  and  under  793;  between  1 
and  2,  264;  2 and  5,  219;  5 and  10,  l(/l;  10  and  20, 


Philadelphia.  Bills  of  mortality  for  the  year  1822 
in  the  city  and  liberties  Whole  number  of  deaths 
3591 — adults  1945,  children  1646,  Under  one  year 
old  953;  from  1 to  2,  243;  from  2 to  5,  193;  5 to  10, 
121;  10  to  15,  78;  15  to  20.  90;  20  to  30,424;  30  to 
40,  441;  40  to  50,  348;  50  to  60,  264;  60  to  70, 217; 
70  to  80, 130;  80  to  90,  67;  90  to  100, 18;  100  to  110, 
four.  Of  the  whole,  560  were  people  of  color. 

Diseases.  Consumption  488;  still  born  257;  de- 
bility 226;  cholera  212;  dysentery  191;  dropsy  87 — 
do.  in  the  head  120 — do.  in  the  breast  36;  fever  92 — 
billious  127 — typhus  135 — remittent  96 — all  other 
32;  inflammations  of  all  sorts,  264,  greatest  number 
of  the  lungs;  old  age  69;  mania-a-potu  41;  insanity 
24;  sudden  43;  by  cold,  poison  and  violence  7;  sui- 
cide 6;  drunkenness  25,  diarrhoea  58;  apoplexy 
41;  drowned  48;  hives  73;  child  bed  4;  Hoemorr- 
hage  24;  hooping  cough  38;  atrophy  29;  catarrh 
29;  gangrene  kc.  27;  palsy  28;  pleurisy  20;— all 
else  under  20.  Greatest  number  of  deaths  in  July 
441;  least  in  April,  210. 

Returns  were  received  from  107  practitioners  of 
midwifery  in  the  city  and  liberties;  they  reported 
the  birth  of  3021  males  and  2701  female  children; 
exceeding  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  sum  of  2131. 

Maryland.  The  whole  amount  of  this  state’s 
claims  against  the  general  government  for  militia 
services  and  supplies,  during  the  late  war,  was  ad- 
justed at  318,141  dollars;  of  which  279,616  have 
been  paid,  27,506  suspended,  and  10,732  rejected. 

Delaware.  Each  branch  of  the  legislature  of 
this  state  has  protested  the  other,  about  the  election 
of  senators  of  the  U.  S.  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Rodney, 
resigned,  and  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  whose  period  of  ser- 
vice expires  on  the  4th  proximo.  The  house  of 
representatives  wished  to  elect  the  two,  the  senate 
seemed  willing  only  to  elect  one,  at  present;  con- 
cerning whom  ten  fruitless  ballots  had  been  previ- 
ously taken,  nine  gentlemen  having  been  put  in 
nomination.  The  whole  number  of  votes  given  was 
30— of  which  S.  IL  Blacky  at  every  ballot  but  two, 
had  14 — on  one  of  the  ballots  George  Read  had  12; . 
but  no  choice  could  be  made,  a majority  being  re- 
quired. 

Virginia.  By  a report  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  rec- 
tor of  the  great  uni  versity  of  Virginia,  which  is  cal- 
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Ciliated  to  accommodate  about  2000  students,  it  ap 
pears  that  all  the  buildini'S  except  one  are  com- 
pleted, that  they  cost  226,161  dollars;  and  that,  in 
addition  to  this  sum,  it  is  estimated  that  the  remain- 
ing building  will'cost  46,847  dollars.  These  im- 
mense funds  are  chiefly  advanced  by  the  state. 

Kentucky  is  going  on  nobly  in  the  work  of  burn- 
ing paper  money.  There  was  lately  another  great 
purification  of  the  currency  by  fire  — Sl»400,000  in 
notes  of  the  bank  of  Kentucky,  besides  the  confla- 
grations of  the  paper  of  the  bank  of  the  commoi> 
wealili,  have  been  committed  to  the  flames. 


CiiAnLESTON.  Jiills  of  mart  alii  a for  the  y^ar  end 
171^  31  St  Dec.  1822.  Whole  number  of  deaths,  925; 
of  whom  499  were  blacks — 537  males  and  388  fe- 
males. Greatest  number  of  deaths  in  .Tune  116; 
least  in  .Tanuury  53.  Diseases — consumption  156, 
convulsions  42,  debility  60,  diarrluEa  92,  d;opsy 
79,  billioHS  fever  42,  various  other  fevers  108,  of 
which  two  were  of  the  grade  called  yellow;  mea- 
sles 26,  old  age  50,  sore  throat  46,  teething  24,  &c. 
Jlqcs — under  3 years  265;  5 to  10,  58;  10  to  20,  59; 
20  to  30, 145;  30  to  40,  150;  40  to  50,  80;  50  to  60, 
63;  60  to  70,  40;  70  to  80,  33;  80  to  90,  22;  90  to 
100,  6;  100  to  110,  4. 

Washington  city  owes  much  to  Mr.  John  Sesford, 
for  the  statistical  table  which  he  annually  publishes, 
shewing  the  progress  of  population  and  improve- 
ment, &c.  in  a very  neat  and  conspicuous  manner. 
Tlie  following  is  a brief  abstract  of  his  last  exhibits. 

During  the  past  year  there  were  built  113  new 
dwellings,  7 stores,  6 additions  and  3 houses  in  the 
]dace  of  others.  The  total  amount  of  dwellings,  on 
the  1st  Jan.  1823,  was  3.346.  The  population  of 
the  city  in  1820,  was  13,247 — probable  population 
at  this  time,  14,856. 

Noticing  the  improvements  in  the  4th  ward,  Mr. 
Sesford  says — “the  exterior  of  the  west  front  of  the 
capitol  is  completed,  and  the  dome  on  the  centre  is 
enclosed,  the  capitol  square  is  enclosed  with  an  iron 
railing  containing  20  1-8  acres — length  of  footway 
outside  is  3-4  of  a mile,  and  185  feet — 

Length  of  front  of  the  capitol,  350  ft.T 
Depth  of  wings,  120  '.  , ^ ^ 

East  projection,  65  f g^^g^O  f? 

West  do.  83  J ^ 

Height  of  w'ings  to  top  of  balustrades,  70  ft. 


Do.  to  top  of  centre  dome 

120 

I.ength  of  representative  hall. 

90 

Height  do.  do- 

60 

Length  of  senate  chamber, 

74 

Breadth  do.  do. 

42 

Diameter  of  rotunda, 

95 

Height  do. 

96 

The  deaths  in  the  city  during  the  past  year  were 
296 — adults  197,  children  139.  Greatest  number 
in  September,  51;  least  in  .Tune  and  December, 
each  13.  Of  consumption  44;  cholera  17 — do. 
morbus  18 — do.  infantum  4;  fever  34 — typhus  4 — 
billious  38 — intermittent  3 — puerperal  2;  convul 
sions  16;  cholic  11;  worms  11;  pheumonia  10;  pleu. 
risy  10 — all  else  under  10. 

Transylvania  university — Officers  of  instruc 
tk)n  15;  law  students  44;  medical  170;  undergradu- 
ates 121;  preparatory  dept.  51 — total  students  386. 
This  institution  is  rapidly  rising  in  importance 
at  its  new  organization,  in  1818,  it  had  only  60  stu- 
dents. Us  benefit  to  the  state  of  Kentucky  is  just 
ly  appreciated. 


Travelling.  The  line  of  mail  stages  between 
Albany  and  Utica,  carrying  six  passengers,  lately 
made  the  voyage  from  the  latter  to  the  former  and 
back  again,  a distance  of  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  miles,  in  the  space  of  nineteen  hours,  including 
19  minutes  at  breakfast,  one  hour  at  dinner,  and  a 
like  period  lost  in  changing  the  horses — so  that  the 
average  rate  of  travelling  was  more  than  eleven 
miles  per  hour. 

Gen.  Jackson.  The  Nashville  Gazette  says  there 
s not  the  least  foundation  in  the  assertion  that  the 
'hero  of  Orleans  has  withdrawn  from  the  list  of  per- 
sons named  for  the  presidency.  The  same  is  reite- 
rated in  the  Louisville  Public  Advertiser. 

Com.  Porter.  A splendid  public  entertainment 
was  given  to  this  valuable  officer  at  Norfolk,  on 
Wednesday  the  5th  inst.  captain  fVa'-rington  pre- 
siding, at  which  many  excellent  toasts  were  drank; 
among  them  the  following — 

Our  constitution.  An  invaluable  legacy. 

“While  stands  the  Coliseum,  Home  shall  stand.” 

“When  falls  the  Coliseum  Rome  shall  fall.” 

“And  when  Rome  falls— the  world.” 

The  memory  of  lieut.  IVilliam  II.  Allen.  star 

fell  in  the  midst  of  its  brightness.’* 

After  the  regular  toasts  were  concluded,  the 
president  proposed  the  following,  which  was  drank 
wdth  enthusiasm — 

07ir  distinguished  guest,  com.  Porter. 

Upon  which  the  commodore  rose  and  expressed 
his  feelings  in  the  following  very  neat  and  animat, 
ed  address: — 

** Gentlemen. — On  ordinary  occasions  the  tongue 
can  speak  what  the  heart  feels.  But  under  the  pe- 
culiarly gratifying  circumstances  in  which  I find 
myself  placed,  I can  only  desire  you  to  imagine 
yourselves  in  the  same  situation,  and  to  refer  you 
to  your  own  feelings,  to  enable  you  to  understand 
what  mine  are  at  this  moment,  fn  the  fullness  o 
my  heart  I can  say  no  more  on  this  subject. 

“There  are  circumstances  of  a truly  flattering 
character  in  the  honors  of  this  day  confered  on  me 
— and  of  a delicacy  purely  refined: — This  is  the 
anniversary  of  my  birth.— Some  of  those  now  pre- 
sent have  known  me  from  my  earliest  youth,  and 
have  been  in  the  strictest  habits  of  friendship  with 
me.  Many  have  served  with  me  in  trying  situa- 
tions, and  all  those  now  under  my  command  have 
I believe,  without  an  exception,  volunteered  for 
the  service  in  which  we  are  associated.  I view  it, 
therefore,  as  an  expression  of  your  approbation 
from  my  youth  to  the  present  hour,  and  as  a pledge 
of  your  confidence  in  my  future  conduct. 

“Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  our  expedition 
— for  we  cannot  command  success— I feel  a confi- 
dence that  the  pledge  will  not  have  been  made  in 
vain,  so  far  as  my  efforts  can  contribute  to  the  pub. 
lie  interest — and  to  your  honor,  which  is  insepara- 
ble from  it — and  this  confidence  is  established  on 
on  the  able  support  which  I calculate  on  from  those 
whom  I have  the  honor  to  command. 

“The  cause  we  are  engaged  in  is  the  most  just 
and  righteous,  as  we  war  against  the  enemies  of 
mankind — monsters  fwho  disgrace  human  nature; 
w'e  carry  with  us  the  best  wnshes,  not  only  of  our 
own  country,  but  of  the  civilized  W’orld.  And  it 
is  only  necessary  to  pronounce  one  name  to  awaken 
our  resentments,  and  inspire  us  with  vengeance— a 
I name  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  our  country — a 
! name  synonimotis  with  patriotism,  courage  and  selft 
I devotion — the  name  of  ALLEN, 
j “Let  then,  ^•■remember  Allen be  our.  watchword 
* If  it  ishonora’ble  iu  otir  coar.trv  to  be  the  first  to 
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take  measures  to  exterminate  those  enemies  of  the 
human  race,  it  is  no  less  so  in  us  to  be  the  instru 
ments  of  its  will — a martyr  was  necessary  to  rouse 
its  sleeping  energies.  The  blood  of  Allen  has 
sealed  the  pirates’  doom— and  humanity  will  shud- 
der less  at  their  punishment  than  at  their  crimes. 
Justice  demands  it— and  the  world  will  approve  it.” 

Appointmekts.  In  addition  to  many  appoint- 
ments already  mentioned,  the  following  have  been 
made  by  the  president  and  senate  of  the  United 
States. 

William  F.  Steele^  of  Georgia,  attorney  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  that  part  of  Uie  territory  of  Florida, 
known  as  West  Florida,  vice  Tipton  B.  Harrison, 
deceased. 

William  Sebree,  ;of  Kentucky,  marshal  of  the  U. 
States  for  the  same. 

Chapman  Coleman,  of  Kentucky,  marshal  for  the 
district  of  Kentucky,  vice  John  Thompon  Mason, 
jun.  resigned. 

James  Smith  Wilcox^  of  Pennsylvania,  consul  at 
the  city  of  Mexico. 

Robert  Todd^  of  Kentucky,  consul  at  Acapulco  in 
Mexico.  > 

William  Taylor ^ of  Virginia,  consul  at  La  Vera 
Cruz  and  Alvarado,  in  Mexico. 

Henry  M.  Brachenridgey  of  Florida,  Judge  of 
West  Florida. 

Greenhury  Gaithery  George  Miirrayy  John  de  la 
Rua,  and  Joseph  JToriega,  all  of  Florida,  members 
of  the  legislative  council  of  Florida. 

Henry  Crabby  of  Tennessee,  attorney  for  the  dis- 
trictof  West  Tennessee. 

Langdon  Cheves,  of  Pennsylvania,. commissioner, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  under  the  first 
article  of  the  convention  of  12th  July,  1822,  with 
Great  Britain, 

Henry  Seaivelly  of  North  Carolina,  arbitrator  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  under  the  same  con- 
vention. 

Tobacco.  A late  number  of  the  Federal  Repub- 
lican, has  a valuable  ‘‘statement  of  the  crop  of  Ma- 
ryland tobacco,  the  growth  of  1821,  and  the  exports 
of  the  same  in  1822,”  of  which  the  following  is  an 
abstract: 

18,377  hhds.  were  shipped  in  the  year  1822> 
from  Baltimore,  in  50  vessels — viz;  6,127  to  Rotter- 
dam,|.6, 098  to  Amsterdam,  4,749  to  Bremen,  630  to 
Hamburg,  338  to  Cowes  and  a market,  305  to  Lon- 
don, 130  to  Boston, 

8,715  hhds.  were  shipped  from  Georgetown  and 
Alexandria  in  20  vessels— viz:  2,686  to  Amsterdam, 
828  to  Rotterdam;  2,775  to  Cowes  and  a market. 

Total  quantity,  shipped  in  1822,  27,092  hhds. 
There  were  on  hand,  1st  January,  1823,  13,380 
hhds.  viz:  in  the  warehouses  at  Baltimore  8 456;  in 
vessels  loading  there  924;  in  the  warehouses  on  the 
Potomac  2,250;  in  ditto  on  the  Patuxent,  Bay-side, 
&c.  1,750—13,380. 

Of  the  previous  crop,  there  remained  8,238  hhds. 
on  hand,  on  1st  January  1822— so  the  whole  crop 
of  Maryland  tobacco  of  the  growth  of  1821,  is 
shewn  to  have  been  32.234  hhds. 

Havaista.  In  the  year  1822,  the  enormous  sum  of 
g4,3 11,862  was  received  into  the  treasury  of  the 
district,  all  which  was  consumed  by  the  expenses 
save  dollars,  and  the  people  wonder  what  has 
become  of  the  money!  No  public  establishment 
has 'been  made  in  consequence  of  the  great  dis- 
bursement— but  there  are  many  ojicers  that  were 
fed  by  them. 


Fhancb  and  Spaiit.  We  inserted  a paragraph  in 
our  last  stating  that  the  duke  de  Montmorency  had 
resigned  his  functions,  as  minister  of  foreign  affairs, 
for  the  reason  that  his  note,  on  Spanish  aifaiis,  had 
been  rejected  by  the  king,  who  accepted  the  milder 
one  of  M.  Villere  as  a substitute  for  it.  The  Lon- 
don Courier,  speaking  of  this  note,  says — “We  have 
read  it  with  all  the  attention  in  our  power;  we  have 
applied  to  it  all  the  considerations  which  such  a do- 
cument is  calculated  to  excite;  and  we  should  be- 
lie our  own  judgment  if  we  were  to  say  we  can  dis- 
cern in  it  any  approximation  to  peace,  unless,  in- 
deed, Spain  does,  of  herself,  what  nobody  believes 
she  will  do,  and  what,  in  truth,  nobody  can  consider 
' her  in  a condition  to  do;  that  is,  put  down  the  re- 
volutionists,  rescind  the  constitution,  and  restore 
tranquility  in  those  provinces  which  are  now  torn 
by  civil  war.  Either  words  have  no  meaning,  or, 
in  our  apprehension,  the  language  of  the  French 
government  resolves  itself  into  this — “if  you  do  not 
abate  the  nuisance,  we  must.” 

It  now  seems  undoubted  that  the  allied  powers 
have  resolved  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Spain — 
but  to  what  extent  cannot  yet  be  determined. 

Front  the  Moniteur,  We  hasten  to  give  to  the 
public  the  first  authentic  document  which  it  has 
been  possible  to  communicate  since  the  opening  of 
the  congress.  So  many  interests  are  connected  with 
the  determination  of  the  different  cabinets  on  this 
great  occasion,  that  it  is  of  importance  to  make 
them  known  as  soon  as  they  are  definitely  adopted. 
The  president  of  the  council  of  ministers,  charged  ad 
interim  iviih  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  to  the 
count  de  la  Garde,  his  majesty* s mmister  at  JVla- 
diid. 

M.  Le  Comte — As  your  political  situation  may  be 
changed,  in  consequence  of  the  resolutions  adopt- 
ed at  Verona,  French  candor  requires  that  you 
should  be  directed  to  make  known  the  views  of  the 
government  of  his  most  Christian  majesty  to  the  go- 
vernment  of  his  catholic  majesty. 

Since  the  revolution  which  took  place  in  Spain  in 
April,  1820,  France,  notwithstanding  the  dangers 
which  that  revolution  presented  for  her,  carefully 
endeavored  to  draw  close  the  bonds  which  unite 
the  two  kings,  and  to  maintain  the  relations  which 
exist  between  the  two  nations. 

But  the  influence,  under  which  the  changes  in 
the  Spanish  monarchy  have  been  brought  about, 
has  become  more  powerful,  in  consequence  of  the 
very  results  of  these  changes,  as  it  was  easy  to  be 
foreseen, 

A constitution,  which  king  Ferdinand,  on  resum- 
ing the  crown,  neither  recognized  nor  accepted, 
was  imposed  on  him  by  a military  insurrection. 
The  natural  consequence  of  this  transaction  has 
been,  that  each  dissatisfied  Spaniard  considers  him- 
self authorized  to  seek,  by  the  same  means,  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  order  of  things  more  in  harmony 
with  his  opinions  and  principles.  The  employment 
of  force  has  created  the  right  of  force. 

Hence  the  movement  of  the  guards  at  Madrid, 
and  the  appearance  of  armed  corps  in  different 
parts  of  Spain.  The  provinces  bordering  on  France 
have  been  chiefly  the  theatre  of  the  civil  war.  Thus 
it  has  become  necessaiy  for  France  to  protect  her- 
self from  this  state  of  disorder  in  the  peninsula.  The 
events  which  have  occurred  since  the  establish- 
ment of  an  army  of  observation  at  tlie  foot  of  the 
Pyrenees  have  sufficiently  justified  the  foresight  of 
his  majesty’s  government. 

Meanwhile  the  congress,  which,  since  last  year, 
had  been  looked  to  for  deciding  on  the  affairs  of 
Italy,  assembled  at  Verona. 
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As  an  integral  part  of  this  congress,  France  was 
bound  to  explain  iierself  with  respect  to  the  arma- 
ments  to  which  she  had  been  compelled  to  have  re- 
course, and  to  the  manner  in  which  she  might  even- 
tually employ  them.  The  precautions  of  France  ap- 
peared just  to  her  allies,  and  the  continental  powers 
adooted  the  resolution  of  uniting  with  her  to  aid 
her,  (^if  there  ever  snould  be  occasion),  in  maintain- 
ing her  dignity  and  tranquility. 

iprance  would  be  satisfied  with  a resolution,  at 
once  £0  benevolent  and  so  honorable,  with  respect 
to  her;  but  Austria,  Prussia  and  Russia,  judged  it 
necessary  to  add  to  the  particular  act  of  alliance  a 
xnaiiifestation  of  their  sentiments.  Diplomatic  notes 
are  for  that  purpose  addressed  by  these  three  pow- 
ers to  their  respective  ministers  at  Madrid,  who  will 
communicate  them  to  the  Spanish  government,  and 
in  their  ulterior  conduct  follow  the  orders  which 
they  shall  have  received  from  their  courts. 

For  your  part,  M.  Le  Comte,  in  giving  these 
explanations  to  the  cabinet  of  Madrid,  you  will  de- 
clare to  it,  that  his  majesty’s  government  is  inti- 
mately united  with  its  allies  in  the  firm  resolution  to 
repel,  by  evervr  means,  revolutionary  principles 
and  movements;  that  it  equally  concurs  with  its  al 
lies  in  the  wishes  which  they  form,  that  a remedy 
may  be  found  by  the  noble  Spanish  nation  itselt  for 
these  evils — evils  which  are  of  a nature  to  disturb 
the'  government  of  Europe,  and  to  impose  on  them 
prevautions  which  always  must  be  painful. 

Y.  . »'ili,  in  particular,  take  care  to  make  known, 
that  ; people  of  the  pf^ninsula,  restored  to  tran- 
quility, will  find  in  their  neighbors  faithful  and  sin 
cere  friends.  You  will,  therefore,  give  to  the  cabi- 
net of  Madrid  the  assurance,  that  the  succors,  of 
every  kind,  which  France  can  dispose  of  in  favor  of 
Spain,  will  uiways  be  offered  to  her  for  the  purpose 
of  assuring  ner  happiness,  a:id  increasing  her  pros 
peritv;  but  you  will,  at  the  same  time,  declare  that 
France  will,  in  no  respect,  relax  the  preservatory 
measures,  which  she  has  adopted,  while  Spain  con- 
tinues  to  be  torn  by  factions  His  majesty’s  go- 
vernment will  not  even  hesitate  to  recall  you  from 
Madrid,  and  to  seek  guarantees  in  more  efficacious 
measures,  if  its  essential  interests  continue  to  be 
compromised,  and  if  it  lose  the  hope  of  an  ameliora- 
tion, which  it  takes  a pleasure  in  expecting  from 
the  sentiments  which  have  so  long  united  Spaniards 
and  Frenchmen  in  love  for  their  kings  and  for  a 
wise  liberty. 

Such  are,  M.  Le  Comte,  the  instructions  which 
the  king  has  ordered  me  to  submit  to  you,  at  the 
moment  in  which  the  notes  of  the  cabinet  of  Vien- 
na, Berlin  and  St.  Peteysburg,  are  about  to  be  pre 
sented  to  the  cabinet  of  Madrid.  These  instructions 
will  serve  to  make  known  to  you  the  views  and 
the  determination  of  the  French  government  on 
this  momentous  occurrence. 

You  are  authorized  to  communicate  this  despatch 
and  to  furnish  a copy  of  it,  if  it  be  demanded. 

Paris,  December  25,  1822. 
r It  is  reported  that,  if  the  declarations  of  the  holy 
alliance  are  not  accepted  by  Spain,  the  ambassa- 
dors of  Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia  have  orders  to 
quit  Madrid. 


Balance  of  Trade. 

Mr.  Niles — There  is  no  subject  whereon  it  is 
more  difficult  to  unite  opinion  than  the  balance  of 
trade.  The  country  is  arrayed  on  opposite  sides. 
M ercantile  men  say  the  balance  is  in  our  favor — 
manufacturing'men  the  reverse;  and,  as  their  minds 
are  made  up,  in  favor  of  or  against  manufactures, , 


so  are  their  opinions  on  the  balance  of  trade.  One 
says  the  excess  of  imports  over  exports  is  the 
amount  of  profits;  the  other  says  it  is  the  amount 
of  the  losses  of  the  nation.  'Fo  settle  thisgreat  ques- 
tion, wtielher  the  excess  of  imports  or  exports  is 
a balance  for  or  against  a nation,  has  caused  much 
discussion  among  writers  on  political  economy. 
Formerly,  it  was  deemed  an  undoubted  rule,  that 
the  balance  of  exports  was  a profit — but,  latterly, 
the  contrary  result  has  been  powerfully  maintained. 
On  which  side  the  balance  of  reasoning  is,  I will 
not  pretend  to  say;  for  it  seems  to  me  a simple 
question  of  fact.  The  balance  of  exports,  cr  the 
balance  of  imports,  may  be  the  balance  of  profits, 
or  not,  according  to  circumstances — If  the  excess 
of  our  imports  is  paid  for  by  our  e.xporls,  then 
it  is  a profit  by  so  much;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  tire 
excess  is  purchased  on  a credit,  and  the  country 
contracts  a debt  to  tliat  amount,  it  is  a loss:  So,  if 

there  is  an  excess  of  exports,  it  is  a profit,  if  a ba- 
lance is  received  in  money  or  other  articles  of  va- 
lue— but  if  the  exports  do  not  produce,  in  a foreign 
market,  the  cost  at  home — if  cargoes  are  captured 
or  lost  by  the  perils  of  navigation,  eitlier  on  the  out- 
ward or  homeward  voyage,  it  swells  the  balance  of 
exports,  but  not  the  balance  of  profits.  'I'he  excess 
of  exports  may  be  a real  loss  to  the  nation — losses  by 
capture  or  casualty  too,  may  or  may  not  be  losses  to 
the  nation,  according  to  their  insurance  being  fo- 
reign or  domestic.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a question 
depending  on  reasoning  or  argument,  but  facts; 
upon  all  the  complicated  machinery  and  operations 
of  commerce.  'I'he  important  question  is  not  so 
much,  what  is  the  apparent  difference  between  the 
aggregate  amount  of  exports  and  imports,  as  how 
that  difference  arises,  and  that  question  must  be  set- 
tled by  our  custom  house  or  treasury  returns,  which 
only  exliibit  the  amount  of  imports  and  exports,  but 
have  no  reference  to  the  various  contingencies  on 
which  the  ascertainment  of  the  real  balance  of 
trade  depends.  This  want  of  official  information 
makes  it  a difficult  task  to  find  out  the  relative 
amounts,  which  is  increased  by  the  various  opinions 
of  those  who  differ  on  the  great  question.  I shall 
endeavor  to  ascertain  the  balance,  by  first  settling 
wliat  is  the  balance  of  trade?  2d.  Mffiat  are  exports? 
~3d.  What  are  imports?  4.  What  is  the  amount  of 
each?  5.  On  which  si'le  is  the  balmce? 

1.  I consider  the  United  Slates  as  composing  one 
partnership  of  shipping  merchants;  their  stock  in 
trade  composed  of  all  the  shipping,  all  theexjiort- 
abie  produce  of  ours  and  foreign  growth  or  manu- 
facture; the  balance  of  trade  is  the  balance  of  profit 
and  loss  at  the  end  of  each  year;  if  they  have  on 
hand  more  stock  than  they  commenced  with,  the 
balance  is  in  their  favor — if  less,  then  against  them; 
if  the  firm  is  in  debt,  if  their  real  property  has  been 
incumbered,  if  they  have  applied  their  individual 
resources  to  meet  or  secure  these  debts — all  those 
items  ai*e  losses.  The  balance  of  profit  and  loss  is 
the  balance  of  trade, 

2.  Exports  consist  of  the  entire  produce  of  our 
industry  sent  abroad — the  productions  of  our  soil, 
our  fisheries,  our  forests,  our  manufactures,  our 
shipping — the  profits  of  freighting;  exports  in  Ame- 
rican vessels;  the  profits  of  circuitous  voyages;  im- 
ports of  the  produce  of  our  distant  fisheries,  not 
entered  at  the  custom  house  for  exportation — and, 
if  favorable,  exchange  on  the  balance  in  our  favor. 

3.  Imports  consist  of  all  foreign  articles  introduc- 
ed into  the  country — freight,  whether  in  American* 

*An  objection  may  be  made  to  this  item;  but  it 
must  be  considered  that  freight  enhances  Uie  valucj 
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or  fereign  vessels;  the  rate  of  exchange,  if  unfa- 
vorable, or  the  balance  against  us,  and  foreign  in- 
surance, 

4.  i'he  amount  of  exports  by  the  statistical  tables 
of  1821,  is,  domestic  43,671,000;  foreign  21,302,000 
—total  §^64,974;000. 

5.  i he  amount  of  imports  is  62,585,000  dollars. 
Exhibiting  an  apparent  balance  in  our  favor  of 
2,399,000  dollars — but  the  document  furnishes  evi- 
dence that  this  is  not  the  real  balance — the  specie 
and  bullion  exported  was  g 10,478,000;  imported 
^^8,064,000— balance  against  us  g2,414,000 — mak- 
ing the  real  balance,  as  appears  by  the  treasury  re- 
turns,  against  the  country.  It  will  hardly  be  con- 
tended that  the  exportation  of  specie,  beyond  the 
amount  imported,  can  constitute  a favorable  ba- 
lance—for,  if  it  would,  then  the  importation  of  a 
balance  in  specie  would  be  an  unfavorable  balance, 
involving  this  contradiction,  that,  if  the  operations 
of  a firm  yielded  them,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a 
balance  in  money,  this  balance  was  a loss  and  not  a 
profit.  Our  laws  do  not  require  the  merchants  to 
give  an  account  of  the  stocks  remitted  to  Europe, 
or  of  the  bonds,  judgments,  mortgages,  or  other 
securities,  to  pay  or  secure  debts  we  owe  abroad, 
if  these  were  entered  on  the  custom  house  books, 
they  ought  not  to  be  counted  as  exports  of  produce 
ami  swelling  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favor,  but 
as  evidence  of  the  balance  being  against  us,  for 
which  the  bonds  of  the  government  and  of  indivi- 
duals are  held  by  foreigners. 

The  treasury  statements  may  or  may  not  exhibit 
the  true  balance  of  trade:  if  our  produce  exported 
yields  no  profit,  and  foreign  goods  are  fairly  valued, 
honestly  invoiced  and  not  smuggled,  there  can  be 
but  little  difficulty  in  ascertaining  it:  but  if  our 
exports  pay  first  cost,  freight  and  profit,  the  two 
last  items  must  be  added.  Whether  they  do  yield 
this  profit,  is  a fact  which  can  only  be  ascertained 
by  the  experience  and  from  the  information  of  mer- 
chants. Those  who  have  been,  for  thirty  years, 
engaged  in  the  shipments  of  produce  abroad,  would 
do  a public  service  by  stating,  from  their  books,  the 
result  of  their  operations.  My  opinion  is,  that,  in 
the  aggregate,  there  has  been  a loss  from  the  first 
cost — that  the  merchant’s  profits  are,  generally, 
from  the  inward  not  the  outward  cargoes.  I am 
well  aware  of  the  extreme  difficulty  of  ascertaining 

of  the  article  to  the  purchaser.  Foreign  articles 
are  valued  at  the  place  whence  imported;  if  im- 
ported in  foreign  vessels,  they  certainly  cost  the 
amount  of  freight  in  addition,  American  vessels 
are  part  of  the  stock  in  trade— their  cost,  repair, 
W’ages  of  seamen,  port  charges  and  duties,  and 
charges  of  navigation,  is  an  expenditure  by  the  firm; 
if  employed  in  exporting  produce,  the  profits  are 
iiS  much  the  produce  of  our  capital,  materials  and 
labor,  as  the  exportation  of  cotton;  if  employed  in 
importing  foreign  produce,  the  expenses  add  to 
the  price  of  the  imported  goods  as  if  imported  in 
foreign  vessels,  with  only  this  difference  between 
the  profits  of  freighting  and  the  actual  expenses  of 
the  vessel.  In  the  East  India  trade,  the  outward 
voyage  is  mostly  in  ballast— the  whole  expense  of 
the  voyage,  out  and  in,  is  therefore  a fair  charge  on 
t^he  homeward  cargo,  adding  so  much  to  the  first 
cost  in  Canton  or  Calcutta:  it  seems,  therefore, 
a fair  item  to  be  added  to  imports,  I may  have 
rnade  omissions  in  the  above  classifications,  for  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  have  every  thing  in  bne’s  me- 
mory while  writing  on  these  subjects;  but  I have 
endeavored  to  state  all  the  items  fairly  oii  each 
sideo  ■ ‘ 


this  fact  in  any  other  way  than  by  an  account  of  the 
various  voyages  for  a long  lapse  ot  years — but  am 
confident,  that  the  result  of  the  examination  would 
be,  that  our  articles  have  not  produced,  in  foreign 
ports,  more  than  first  cost.  Eet  our  old  merchants 
examine  their  ledgers— charge  themselves  with 
the  outward  cargo,  and  close  the  account  at  the 
port  where  it  was  sold — and  the  average  results, 
for  thirty  years,  will,  at  once,  settle  the  question. 
There  are  merchants  in  all  our  sea  ports  who  can 
do  this  satisfactorily.  There  is  no  fact  which  would 
give  so  much  useful  information  to  the  country  as 
this — to  ascertain  whether  the  profits  of  our  mer° 
chants  have  been  on  the  out  or  in  cargoes — whe- 
ther the  failures  and  insolvencies  are  more  owing 
to  losses  on  produce  shipped  abroad  or  goods  im<. 
ported?  As  this  is  a mere  question  of  fact,  it  can- 
not be  elucidated  by  opinion  or  assertion.  It  will 
naturally  be  asked,  if  it  is  not  profitable,  why  do 
merchants  persist  in  this  course  of  trade?  It  may 
as  well  be  asked  why  they  buy  lottery  tickets  or 
build  country  houses — though  the  reason  for  doing 
either  of  these  things  may  be  a bad  one,  it  is  no 
proof  that  the  thing  is  not  done.  Hope,  flattering 
delusipn,  yet  cheering  hope,  impels  us  on  in  ail 
pursuits  in  life;  the  wisest  of  us  do  not  profit  enough 
by  experience — our  merchants  are  enterprising  and 
adventurous;  success  encourages,  losses  do  not  dis- 
spirit  them.  We  must  then  first  settle  the  fact,  and 
not  attempt  to  make  it  out  by  inference — and  it  must 
first  be  ascertained  that  there  do  actually  accrue 
profits  on  our  shipments  of  domestic  produce,  be- 
fore we  take  credit  for  them  in  making  up  the  ba- 
lance of  trade.  The  same  reasons  will  apply  to  all 
the  other  contingent  items  which  constitute  our 
exports  or  imports,  which  makes  it  impossible  to 
state  a correct  account.  The  general  improvement 
of  the  country,  our  progressive  wealth  and  resour- 
ces, are  no  evidence  of  a favorable  balance  of  trade, 
though  they  have  been,  by  many,  deemed  as  such. 
That  we  have,  on  the  whole,  flourished  for  thirty 
years,  is  true— but  it  must  be  remarked  that  the 
greatest  increase  in  population  and  wealth  has  been 
in  those  parts  of  the  country  which  have  the  least 
foreign  commerce.  Our  commercial  cities  have 
grown  rapidly,  but  it  remains  tq  he  proved  that 
their  growth  has  been  owing  to  thqir  foreign  more 
than  their  domestic  commerce — whether  the  for- 
tunes, which  have  been  acquired,  have  not  been  by 
selling  to  retailers  their  inward  cargoes,  rather 
than  their  profits  in  purchasing  and  shipping  domes- 
tic produce — in  other  word?,  whether  the  wealth 
of  the  merchants  has  not  been  drawn  more  from 
the  interior  of  the  country  than  from  foreigners. 
Merchants  fail,  but  cities  grow— -the  builder  breaks, 
but  the  building  remains;  it  only  changes  owners. 
The  balance  of  trade  may  be  largely  against  us,  our 
merchants  largely  indebted  abroad,  and  yet  this 
may  be  the  reason  why  the  improvements  of  the 
country  may  progress.  Foreign  creditors  are  post- 
poned in  favor  oi  domestic,  in  cases  of  insolvency — 
the  effects  are  distributed  among  friends  and  those 
on  the  spot-— they  have  been  expended  in  buildings 
and  other  improvements,  which  add  to  the^wealth 
of  this  country  at  the  expense  of  foreigners.  In 
counting  national  profits,  this  is  no  small  item — 
rumor  tells  us  that  one  merchant,  in  Philadelphia, 
imported,  on  credit,  125,000  sterling  in  goods, 
which  went  entirely  to  his  domestic  creditors.  This 
was  clear  gain— not  a very  desirable  mode  of  add- 
ing to  our  wealth  I admit,  but  one  which  prevails 
to  some  extent.  It  is  one  of  the  items  which  coun- 
terbalances the  effects  of  an  unfavorable  trade — its 
operations  will  continue.  Money  expended  here  bv 
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trarellers  from  Europe;  hrouf^ht  here  by  emip^ranta, 
expended  in  the  purchase  ot  lands,  of  stocks,  &c. 
&c.  all  tend  essentially  to  countervail  the  balance  of 
trade.  I'he  interior  of  the  country  will  improve 
from  its  own  resources— opening-  new  powers  of 
m • ii-factures,  internal  commerce  naturally  increas 
ing-  "'ith  the  increase  of  population.  In  putting  a 
pror-  estimate  on  all  these  causes,  it  will  be  at 
once  v;dem,  that  the  country  may  progress  rapidly, 
nay,  to  an  unexampled  degree — yet  it  is  not  the  fa 
vorable  balance  of  trade  which  does  it;  it  only 
proves  that  the  resources  of  the  nation  are  so 
great  that  it  flourishes  in  despite  of  the  balance  of 
trade  against  it.  What  would  it  not  do  if  the  ba- 
lance was  in  its  favor?  But,  before  we  calculate  too 
largely  on  the  rapid  improvement  of  this  country, 
we  must  deduct  the  increase  of  its  debts  during 
thirty  years.  The  addition  to  the  national  debt,  the 
debts  to  banks  and  to  individuals,  are  a charge  on 
the  improvements  and  property  of  our  citizens. 
The  amount  of  stocks  held  by  foreigners,  debts  due 
to  them,  and  property  owned  by  them  here,  are  all 
drawbacks  on  our  apparent  ptnsperity.  Let  the 
account  be  fairly  stated,  and  it  will  be  found  tliat  our 
wealth  has  not  increased  so  much  as  has  been  gene 
rally  imagined  in  the  treasury  report.  There  is  one, 
and  only  one,  other  remark  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  which  seems,  to  me,  rather  inaccurate.  He 
thinks  that,  in  ascertaining  the  relative  value  of  our 
exports  and  imports,  we  should  add  the  same  per 
centage,  10  or  20,  as  the  case  may  be,  which  is 
added  to  the  invoice  of  imported  ad  valorem  goods. 
In  his  report  on  the  finances,  the  custom  house  value 
of  ad  valorem  goods  is  stated  including  the  10  or  20 
per  cent.;  but,  in  the  statistical  tables,  prepared 
pursuant  to  the  law  of  the  10th  February,  1820,  a 
different  mode  of  valuation  is  directed: — the  10th 
section  is  as  follows — “That  all  articles  exported 
*•  shall  be  valued  at  their  actual  cost,  or  the  value 
“ which  they  may  truly  bear,  at  the  time  of  expor- 
“ tation,in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  from  which 
they  are  exported;  and  that  all  articles  import- 
•«  ed  shall  be  valued  at  their  actual  cost,  or  the  value 
« which  they  may  truly  bear  in  the  foreign  ports 
“from  which  they  are  exported  for  importation 
“into  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  such  expor- 
tion:” — page  9,  laws  of  1820.  This  rate  of  valu- 
atioD  excludes  the  10  and  20  per  cent.  It  is  evi« 
dent,  therefore,  that  this  addition  ought  not  to  be 
made  to  our  exports  in  order  to  ascertain  the  ba- 
lance of  tnade.  From  these  observations,  the  reader 
will,  probably,  think  with  me,  that,  with  the  present 
means  ofinformation,  we  cannot  accurately  asceitain 
the  precise  balance  of  trade,  depending  on  so  many 
contingencies,  and  yet  be  convinced  that  there  is, 
occasionally,  a large  balance  against  us:  Though 

I admit  that  the  custom  house  returns  cannot,  as 
at  present  made,  exhibit  the  true  balance,  yet  I 
believe  that  it  is  greater  than  the  mere  difference 
between  the  amount  of  exports  and  imports.  It  is 
certain  that  more  money  is  expended  by  foreigners 
here  than  by  Americans  in  Europe;  that  more  mo- 
ney is  brought  here  by  emigrants;  received  here 
by  legacies  and  intestacies;  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase  and  improvement  of  real  estate;  in  the  pur- 
chase of  public  or  corporate  stocks;  more  goods 
brought  here  on  credit  which  are  not  paid  for  to 
foreigners,  than  is  done  in  Europe  by  Americans — 
yet,  with  all  these  items  in  our  favor,  we  remit  spe- 
clc,  stocks,  all  our  exportable  produce,  are  still  in 
debt,  and  obliged  to  pay  the  balance  in  bills,  at  a 
loss  of  12^  per  cent.  With  these  acknowledged 
facts,  can  any  one  doubt  that  the  balance  is  against 
■’^TTiore  thttn  the  custom  house  r»*turna  exhibit  it? 


Besides,  we  must  remember  that  our  merchants 
have  no  temptations  to  undervalue  their  exports, 
but  foreigners  have  a deep,  direct  interest  in  under- 
valuing theirs,  in  order  to  evade  the  duties  in  our 
ports;  and  we  know  that  frauds,  of  this  kind,  are 
c-arried  to  a great  extent:  this  item  must  be  added 
to  the  account.  If  any  one  cun  account  for  these 
things,  and  yet  contend  that  the  balance  of  trade  is 
in  our  favor,  I hope  he  will  not  withhold  the  infor- 
mation from  the  public.  I he  attention  of  the  Bos- 
ton “Merchant”  is  particularly  invited  to  this  sub- 
ject— his  writings  shew  him  to  be  intelligent;  he 
understands  the  subject  and  must  spare  a little 
time  to  elucidate  it;  to  explain  how  the  rate  of  ex- 
change is  12}  against  us  and  the  balance  of  trade 
in  our  favor — to  tell  us  why  we  buy  bills,  export 
specie,  stocks,  5cc.  if  we  do  not  owe  a balance?  to 
inform  us  how  we  become  in  debt  if  our  exports  pay 
for  all  our  imports?  what  becomes  of  our  remittan- 
ces, if  not  to  pay  debts?  To  inform  us  whether  the 
American  merchants  are  exchanging  American  for 
foreign  stock,  or  are  investing  their  money  in  real 
estate  in  Europe?  Let  us  have  a practical  explana- 
tion on  these  subjects,  a matter-of-fact  statement  of 
the  actual  operations  of  our  merchants — let  there 
be  a delineation  of  the  course  of  trade  which  we  can 
all  understand.  But  I protest  against  suppositions, 
as  in  the  case  of  exchange — no  calculation  of  ounce 
for  ounce,  unless  it  is  the  real  basis  of  exchange;  no 
calculations  as  to  what  the  balance  of  trade  mayor 
might  be,  under  circumstances  that  do  not  exist  in 
fact. 

These  matters  are  of  momentous  concern  to  the 
nation — they  reach  the  interest  of  every  man  in  so- 
ciety, and  deserve  the  deliberate  attention  of  our 
rulers.  There  is  such  a thing  as  a balance  of  trade — 
the  adventures  of  a nation,  as  well  as  of  individuals, 
may  be  losing  ones — our  country  is  young  but  ris- 
ing to  manhood;  its  growth  may  be  retarded  by  the 
supineness  of  the  people  or  the  indifference  of  go- 
vernment: but  the  day  will  come  when  all  our  pub- 
lic functionaries  must  answer  to  the  voice  of  an  in- 
jured, neglected  and  embarrassed  country, — why 
have  you  suffered  eight  years  of  general  peace  to 
elapse  without  a single  act  of  legislation,  tending 
to  adapt  the  internal  -policy  of  the  nation  to  the 
mighty  changes  abroad,  and  our  sufferirg  interests 
at  home?  T. 


Gold  Coins. 

noTJSF,  OF  hephesentatives,  FEB.  6,  1823. 
Report  of  the  select  committee  appointed  on  the 
ult.  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  receiving  certain 
foreign  coins  in  payments  at  the  treasziry;  ncco?n- 
panied  -with  a bill  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  Wc.  receivable  in  payments  on 
account  of  public  lands. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  13th  ultimo,  hav- 
ing deliberated  on  the  last  point  of  inquiry  em- 
braced in  the  resolutions  of  instructions  to  them, 
adopted  by  the  house  of  representatives,  on  the 
23d  ultimo,  namely,  “the  expediency  of  making 
the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal,  France 
and  Spain,  receivable  in  payment  of  debts  due  the 
United  States,  at  their  intrinsic  value,”  ask 
leave,  on  that  subject,  to  report: 

The  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain  and  Portugal,  of 
their  present  standards,  correspond  almost  exactly 
with  our  own:  those  of  France  are  not  so  fine,  and 
those  of  Spain  still  less  pure. 

Although  no  regular  report  of  the  assays  of  these 
coins  has  been  made  by  the  director  of  the  mint 
since  1819,  during  which  year  the  last  act  of  con- 
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gress,  declaring  them  a lawful  tender,  expired;  yet, 
from  numerous  assays,  made  since  on  deposites,  it 
has  been  abundantly  ascertained  that  their  intrin- 
sic value  is  equal  to  that  which  was  assigned  to 
them,  respectively,  by  the  act  of  29th  April,  1816. 

The  committee  assent,  without  hesitation,  to  the 
expediency  of  making  them  receivable  in  payment 
of  debts  to  the  United  States  on  sales  of  public 
lands;  but  doubt  the  propriety  of  making  them  a 
tender  on  other  debts,  duties,  taxes,  or  sums  of 
money,  which  have  or  may  become  due  to  the  go- 
vernment. 

Notwithstanding  it  was  stated,  in  a previous  re- 
port of  the  committee,  that  the  gold  coins  of  every 
description  and  denomination,  whether  American 
or  foreign,  have,  of  late,  been  almost  entirety  ba- 
nished from  our  sea-port  towns,  yet  there  is  reason 
to  believe,  that,  owing  to  the  constant  emigrations 
to  the  western  country  from  Europe,  and  to  the 
acknowledged  want  of  confidence  in  many  of  their 
banking  institutions,  considerable  sums  of  foreign 
gold  have  found  their  way  into  that  country;  and 
have  been,  and  are,  much  relied  on  as  part  of  the 
means  of  paying  the  debt  there  due  for  public 
lands. 

The  committee  are  assured,  that  very  many  of 
the  purchasers  of  those  lands,  being  persuaded, 
from  long  habit,  that  gold  w ould,  on  account  of  its 
metallic  preciousness,  continue  to  be  the  safest  and 
most  in  demand  as  a circulating  medium,  have  stu- 
diously and  carefully  preserved  it  for  the  purpose 
of  making  payments  to  the  receivers  of  public  mo- 
ney on  their  land  purchases. 

The  debt  on  account  of  sales  of  public  lands  is  so 
largfe,  that,  it  is  believed,  every  facility  and  induce 
ment,  comprtible  with  the  just  rights  of  the  general 
government,  should  be  extended  by  congress  for 
ks  speedy  reduction  and  final  extinguishment,  by 
actual  payments. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  annexed  com- 
munication of  the  3d  February,  instant,  made  in  re- 
ply  to  a letter  addressed  to  the  treasury  depart- 
ment,  by  direction  of  the  committee,  that  the  sec- 
retary of  the  treasury  has  found  it  expedient  to  au- 
thorize the  receivers  of  public  money  to  continue  to 
receive  the  coins,  adverted  to  in  this  report,  «in  pay- 
ments on  account  of  public  lands;”  and  that  *Hhey 
are,  in  fact,  now  received  by  themP  The  reasons  as- 
signed in  said  communication  for  giving  such  au- 
thority to  the  receivers,  are  perfectly  satisfactory 
to  the  committee;  and  strongly  indicate  the  pro- 
priety, not  to  say  necessity,  of  giving  to  that  au- 
thority  the  sanction  of  law. 

Treasury  department,  February  1823. 

SxH:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo, 
inquiring  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
make  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Britain,  Portugal, 
France  and’  Spain,  receivable  in  payments  to  the 
"United  States,  at  their  intrinsic  value,  and  espe. 
daily  in  payments  on  account  of  the  public  lands, 
I have  the  honor  to  state,  that  it  is  deemed  proper 
that  they  should  be  made  a lawful  tender  in  all  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States  on  account  of  public 
lands.  Upon  the  expiration  of  the  act  of  congress 
which  made  them  a legal  tender  in  the  payment  of 
debts  in  the  United  Slates,  the  receivers  of  public 
money  were  authorized  to  continue  to  receive  them 
in  all  payments  on  account  of  public  lands,  and  they 
are  in  fact  now  received  by  them.  This  authority 
was  given,  first,  because  no  doubt  was  entertained 
that  the  creditors  of  the  government  in  the  states 
and  territories  whei’e  the  land  offices  were  estab- 
lished, would  receive  such  coins  in  preference  to 


the  notes  of  the  state  banks  established  in  those 
states  and  territories.  And,  second,  because  the 
refusal  of  those  coins,  and  of  the  notes  of  the  local 
banks,  would  have  placed  it  out  of  the  power  of 
th^  purchasers  of  the  public  lands  to  make  pay- 
ment,  as  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  Slates, 
and  of  its  oflices,  did  not  circulate  among  them,  ami 
the  current  coin  cf  the  union  did  not  circulate  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  meet  even  a small  proportion 
of  the  payments  due  by  them. 

In  terminating  this  letter  1 feel  it  my  duty  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  relative  current  value  of  gold  and 
silver  differs  materially  from  that  established  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  The  consequence  has 
been,  that  the  gold  coin  of  the  United  States  has  al. 
ways  been  exported,  whenever  the  rate  of  exchange 
between  the  United  States  and  the  commercial  na- 
tions of  Europe  has  been  in  favor  of  the  latter.  If 
the  gold  coins  of  the  United  States  should  be  made 
equal  in  value  to  sixteen  times  the  value  of  silver 
coins  of  the  same  quantity  of  pure  silver,  they 
would  be  exported  only  when  the  rate  of  exchange 
should  be  greatly  against  the  United  States. 

This  subject  was  presented  more  fully  in  a re- 
port made  by  this  department,  upon  the  state  of  the 
currency,  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  of  the  1st  of  March,  1819,  to 
which  I beg  leave  to  refer  the  committee. 

I remain,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, WILLIAM.  H CRAWFORD. 

Hon,  W,  B.  Rochester,  C.  C.  on  the  mint. 


Treaty  with  France. 

BY  THE  PBESIDEHT  OF  THE  miTED  STATES- 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  -a  convention  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce, between  the  United  States  of  America  and 
his  majesty  the  king  of  France  and  Navarre,  to- 
gether with  two  separate  articles  annexed  to  the 
same,  was  concluded  and  signed  at  Washington  on 
the  twenty.fourth  day  of  June  last  past,  by  the  res- 
pective plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  powers;  and 
whereas  the  said  convention,  and  first  separate  ar- 
ticle annexed  to  the  same,  have  been  duly  and  res- 
pectively ratified  by  me,  and  by  his  majesty  the  king 
of  France  and  Navarre,  and  the  ratifications  of  the 
same  have  this  day  been  exchanged  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  by  Johji  Quincy  Adams,  secretary  of 
state,  and  the  count  Julius  de  Menou,  charge  d’af- 
fairs  of  France;  which  convention,  and  the  first  sepa- 
rate article  annexed  to  the  same,  are  in  the  words 
following,  to  wit; 

Convention  of  navigation  and  commerce  between  t^ie 
United  States  of  America  and  his  majesty  the  king 
of  France  and  J\Favarre. 

The  United  States  of  America  and  his  majesty 
the  king  of  France  and  Navarre,  being  desirous  of 
settling  tlie  relations  of  navigation  and  commerce 
between  their  respective  nations,  by  a temporary 
convention,  reciprocally  beneficial  and  satisfactory, 
and  thereby  of  leading  to  a more  permanent  «and 
comprehensive  arrangement,  have  respectively  fur- 
nished their  full  powers  in  manner  following,  that 
is  to  say;  The  president  of  the  United  States  to 
John  Quincy  Adams,  their  secretary  of  state:  and 
his  most  Christian  majesty,  to  the  baron  Hyde  de 
Neuville,  knight  of  the  royal  and  military  order  of 
St.  Louis,  commander  of  the  legion  of  honor,  grand 
cross  of  the  royal  American  order  of  Isabella  the 
Catholic,  his  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary near  the  United  States;  who,  after  ex- 
changing their  full  powers,  have  agreed  on  the  fi  s 
lowing  articles: 
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AHTICLE  1st. 

Articles  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture 
of  the  United  States,  imported  into  France  in  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  shall  jjay  an  additional 
duty,  not  exceeding  twenty  francs  per  ton  of  me- 
chandise  over  and  above  the  duties  paid  on  the 
]jl;e  articles,  also  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manu- 
facture of  the  United  States,  when  imported  in 
f'rench  vessels. 

1 auticle2. 

Articles  of  the  grow'th,  pro Juce  or  manufacture 
of  France,  imported  into  the  United  States  in 
French  vessels,  shall  pay  an  additional  duty,  not 
exceeding  three  dollars  and  seventy  five  cents  per 
ton  of  merchandise  over  and  above  the  duties  col- 
lected upon  the  likw  articles,  also  of  the  growth, 
]u-oduce  or  manufacture  of  France,  when  imported 
in  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

AIITICLE  J. 

No  discriminating  duty  shall  be  levied  upon  the 
productions  of  the  soil  or  industry  of  France,  im- 
ported in  French  bottoms  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  for  transit  or  re-exportation:  nor 
shall  any  such  duties  be  levied  upon  the  produc- 
tions of  the  soil  or  industry  of  the  United  States, 
imported  in  vessels  of  the  United  States  into  the 
ports  of  France  for  transit  or  re-exportation. 

articee4. 

The  following  quantities  shall  be  considered  as 
forming  the  ton  of  merchandise  for  each  of  the  ar- 
ticles herein  after  specified: 

Wines — four  61  gallon  hogsheads,  or  244  gal- 
ions  of  231  cubic  inches,  American  measure; 

Brandies,  and  all  other  liquids,  244  gallons: 

Silks  and  all  other  dry  goods,  and  all  other  arti- 
cles usually  subject  to  measurement,  forty-two 
cubic  feet,  French,  in  France,  and  fifty  cubic  feet, 
American  measure,  in  the  United  States. 

Cotton  8041b.  avoirdupois,  or  365  kilogrammes: 

Tobacco,  1,600  lb.  avoirdupois,  or  725  Llogram- 
mes: 

Ashes,  pot  and  pearl,  2,240  lb.  avoirdupois,  or 
1,016  kilogrammes: 

Rice,  1,600  lb.  avoirdupois,  or  725  kilogrammes; 
and  for  all  weighable  articles,  not  specified,  2,240 
lb.  avoirdupois,  or  1,016  kilogrammes. 

AIITICLE  5. 

The  duties  of  tonnage,  light  money,  pilotage, 
port  charges,  brokerage,  and  all  other  duties  upon 
foreign  shipping,  over  and  above  those  paid  by  the 
national  shipping  in  the  tw’o  countries  respectively, 
other  than  those  specified  in  articles  1 and  2 of  the 
present  convention,  shall  not  exceed  in  France,  for 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  five  francs  per  ton  of 
the  vessel’s  American  register;  nor  for  vessels  of 
T'rance  in  the,  United  States,  ninety-four  cents  per 
ton  of  the  vessel’s  French  passport. 

ARTICLE  6. 

The  contracting  parties,  wishing  to  favor  their 
mutual  commerce,  by  aff  ording  in  their  ports  every 
necessary  assistance  to  their  respective  vessels, 
have  agreed  that  the  consuls  and  vice-consuls,  may 
cause  to  be  arrested  the  sailors,  being  part  of  the 
crews  of  the  vessels  of  their  respective  nations, 
who  shall  have  deserted  from  the  said  vessels,  in 
order  to  send  them  back  and  transport  them  out  of 
the  country.  For  which  purpose  the  said  consuls 
and  vice-consuls  shall  address  themselves  to  the 
courts,  judges  and  officers  competent,  and  shall 
demand  the  said  deserters  in  writing,  proving,  by 
aa  exhibition  of  the  registers  of  the  vessel,  or  ship’s 
roll,  or  other  official  documents,  that  those  men 
were  part  of  the  said  crews;  and  on  his  demand,  so 
proved,  (saving  however  where  the  contrary  is 


proved),  the  delivery  shall  not  be  refused;  and  there 
shall  be  given  all  aid  and  assistance  to  the  said 
consuls  and  vice-consuls  for  the  search,  seizure  and 
arrest  of  said  deserters,  who  shall  even  be  detained 
and  kept  in  the  prisons  of  the  country,  at  their  re- 
quest and  expense,  until  they  shall  have  found  an 
opportunity  of  sending  them  back.  But  if  they  be 
not  sent  back  w’ithin  three  months,  to  be  counted 
from  tile  day  of  thtir  arrest,  they  shall  be  set  at 
liberty,  and  shall  be  no  more  arrested  for  the  same 
cause. 

ARTICLE  7. 

The  present  temporary  convention  shall  be  in 
force  for  two  years  from  the  first  day  of  October 
next,  and  even  after  the  expiration  of  that  term, 
until  the  conclusion  of  a defiinlive  treaty,  or  until 
one  of  the  parlies  shall  have  declared  its  intention 
to  renounce  it;  w hich  declaration  shall  be  made  at 
least  six  months  before  hand. 

And  in  case  the  present  arrangement  should  re- 
main without  such  declaration  of  its  discontinuance 
by  either  party,  the  extra  duties  specified  in  the  1st 
and  2d  articles,  shall,  from  the  expiration  of  the 
said  tw'o  years,  be,  on  both  sides,  diminished  by  one- 
fourth  of  their  whole  amount,  and,  afterwards,  by 
one-fourth  of  the  said  amount,  from  year  to  year, 
so  long  as  neither  party  shall  have  declared  the  in- 
tention of  renouncing  it  as  above  stated. 

ARTICLE  8. 

The  present  convention  shall  be  ratified  on  both 
sides,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  with- 
in  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  or  sooner,  if  pos- 
sible. But  the  execution  of  the  said  convention 
shall  commence  in  both  countries  on  the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober next,  and  shall  be  effective,  even  in  case  of 
non-ratification,  for  all  such  vessels  as  may  have 
sailed  bona  fide  for  the  ports  of  either  nation,  in  the 
confidence  of  its  being  in  force. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries 
have  signed  the  present  convention,  and  have 
thereto  affixed  their  seals,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, this  24th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1822, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  Tl.  s.] 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEU ViLLE."[L,  .s.] 

SEPARATE  ARTICLE. 

The  extra  duties  levied  on  either  side  before  the 
present  day,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  congress  of  15th 
May,  1820,  and  of  the  ordonnance  of  26th  July  of 
the  same  year,  and  others  confirmative  thereof,  and 
which  have  not  already  been  paid  back,  shall  be  re- 
funded. 

Signed  and  sealed  as  above,  this  24th  day  of 
June,  1822. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  [l.  s.] 

G.  HYDE  DENEUYILLE,  [l.  s.] 

Now',  therefore,  be  it  known,  that  I,  Ja-mes  Mon- 
roe, president  of  the  United  States,  have  caused 
the  said  convention  and  first  separate  article  to  be 
made  public,  to  the  end  that  the  same,  and  every 
clause  and  article  thereof,  may  be  observed  and 
fulfilled  with  good  faith  by  the  United  States  and 
the  citizens  thereof. 

In  witness  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my 
[L.  s.]  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  twelfth 
day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
the  forty-seventh. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

By  the  president: 

John  Quincy  Adams, 

Secretary  of  state. 
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Sinking  Fund. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND. 

House  oj  representatives^  February  6,  1823 — Read^  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  respectfully  report  to  congress: — That  the  measures  which 
have  been  authorized  by  the  board,  subsequent  to  the  last  report,  of  the  7th  of  February,  182  3,  as  far 
as  the  same  have  been  completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury  to 
this  board,  dated  the  6th  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  statement*  therein  referred  to,  which 
are  herewith  transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a part  of  this  report. 

DANIEL  D.  TOMPKINS,  vice-president  of  the  United  States. 

J.  MARSHALL,  chief  justice  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  secretary  of  state. 

Washingtony  6th  Feb.  1823.  WILLIAM  H,  CRAWFORD,  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

REPORT. 

The  secretary  of  the  treasury  respectfully  reports  to  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  That  the 
balance  of  moneys  advanced  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  remaining  unexpended  at  the  cloae  of  the 
year  1820,  and  applicable  to  payments  falling  due  after  that  year,  which  balance,  as  appears  by  the 
statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  report,  amounted  to  gl,880  89 

With  the  sums  disbursed  from  the  treasury  during  the  year  1821,  on  account  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  ot  the  public  debt,  amounting,  as  per  the  last  annual  report,  to  8,567,093  62 


And  making,  together,  the  sum  of  8,368,974  51 
Having  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

There  was  applied,  during  the  year  1821,  towards  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  inte- 
rest of  the  public  debt,  as  ascertained  by  accounts  rendered  to  this  department,  as  per 
the  annexed  statement  A,  the  sum  of  8,403,563  49 


In  the  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  deferred  stock 
In  the  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt 
In  the  rederflption  of  the  Louisiana  stock 

Do.  of  treasury  notes  • , 

j Do.  of  Mississippi  stock  • .i 

On  account  of  the  interest  and  charges 


533,808  47 
54  45 
2,071,360  00 
1,774  38 
634,022  53 


3,241,019  83 
5,162,543  66 


Of  this  sum  there  was  short  provided,  consisting  of  unclaimed  dividends  on 
the  public  debt,  not  applied  for  by  the  proprietors,  as  per  the  annexed 
statement  B,  the  sum  of  . . . 

That,  during  the  year  1822,  the  following  disbursements  were  made  by  the 
treasury  on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt; 
On  account  of  the  interest  of  the  domestic  debt,  and  reimbursement  of  the 
. principal  of  the  deferred  stock  . . 

On  account  of  the  redemption  of  the  Louisiana  stock  . 

Do.  do.  of  Mississippi  stock  . ; 

Do.  do.  of  treasury  notes  ' , • 

In  payment  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt 

Do.  of  the  six  per  cenL  stock  of  1796 

Do.  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1820 


8,403,563  49 


34,588  98 

8,368,974  51 


5,739,760  62 
5,294  12 
23,388  94 
277  00 
438  99 
80,000  00 
2.000,000  00 


Making,  together,  as  appears  by  the  annexed  statement  C,  the  sum  of  7,849,159  67 

Which  disbursements  were  made  from  the  appropriation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
year  1822*  and  will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in  conformity  to  ac- 
counts which  shall  then  have  been  rendered  to  this  department. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  manner  in  which  the  said  sum  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  follows; 

There  is  estimated  to  have  been  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  deficiency  at  the  end  of 


1821,  as  per  statement  B, 

In  the  reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock 
In  the  payment  of  treasury  notes 
In  the  redemption  of  Louisiana  stock  . 

In  the  payment  of  Mississippi  stock 

Do.  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt 
Do.  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1796 
Do.  of  the  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1820 


34,588  98 
566,588  75 
277  00 
5,294  12 
23,388  94 
438  99 
80,000  00 
2.000,000  00 

2,710,576  78 


And  in  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt,  viz: 

Interest  on  the  debt  for  1822,  is  estimated  at  5,154,268  26 

Deduct  this  sum  short  provided,  per  estimate  E.  15,685  37  5,138,582  89 

ST', 849, 159  67 

A statement,  F,  is  annexed,  which  exhibits  the  balance  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  S10,000,000. 
unexpended  on  the  1st  of  January,  1823. 

.^nd  a statement,  marked  G,  of  the  funded  debt  on  the  1st  January,  1823, 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  WM,  H.  CRAWFORD,  SecHtary  of  the  treasury. 
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A. 


Statement  of  the  application^  during  the  year  1821,  of  the  funds  provided  for  the  payment  of  the  principal 

and  interest  of  the  public  debt. 


I.  Payments  on  account  of  principal. 

1. 

Reimbursement  of  the  deferred  six  per  cent,  stock 

533,808  47 

2. 

Do. 

of  certain  parts  of  domestic  debt 

54  45 

3. 

Do. 

of  Louisiana  stock 

2,071,360  00 

4. 

Do. 

of  Treasury  notes  .... 

1,774  38 

5. 

Do. 

of  Mississippi  stock 

634,022  53 

3,241,019  83 

IT.  Payments  on 

accotmt  of  interest  and  charges. 

1. 

Interest  for  the  year  1821,  on  the  public  debt,  as  settled  at  the  treasury 

5,124,896  42 

2. 

Do. 

orr  Louisiana  stocky  . . i. 

36,324  88 

3. 

Do. 

on  temporary  loans  by  bank  of  the  United  States 

1,163  47 

4.  Charge  for  advertising  by  the  agents  in  London,  credited  in  their 

settlement,  per  treasurer’s  report,  No.  43,834  . . 158  89 

5,162,543  66 


g8, 403,563  49 

Treasury  department^  register's  office^  February  1823. 

JOSEl*H  NOURSE,  Register. 

B. 

Statement  of  the  provision  made  before  the  Is/  day  of  January,  1822,  ybr  the  payment  of  the  principal  arid 
interest  of  the  public  debt,  due  on  that  day. 

The  demands  to  be  satisfied  on  the  Is/  .fanuary,  1822,  -were  as  follovts: 

1.  Dividends  payable  by  the  com.  of  loans,  including  dividends  due  on  that 

day,  and  exclusive  of  dividends  no  longer  demandable  at  their  offices  1,577,910  78 

2.  Unclaimed  dividends  from  the  loan  offices,  payable  at  the  treasury  be- 

yond the  amount  advanced  for  their  payment  . . 201,836  02 

3.  Balance  due  the  late  agents  in  London,  on  the  31st  December,  1821  per 

treasury  settlement.  No.  43,834  . , . 1,474  44 

— 1,781,221  24 

The  funds  provided  to  satisfy  these  demands,  loere  as  foUoivs: 

1.  Cash  due  from  commissioners  of  loans,  deceased  and  out  of  office  1,217  65 

2.  Cash  in  the  hands  of  com.  of  loans  in  office,  and  applicable  to  dividends  1,623,422  42  " 

3.  Cash  advanced  for  treasury  dividends  over  the  amount  payable  18,054  45 

4.  Cash  paid  for  bills  purchased  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  which  were 

protested  for  non  payment,  and  not  yet  repaid,  as  per  note,  (^aj,  to 
statement  B,  of  the  last  annual  report  . , . 103,937  74 


Treasury  department,  register's  office,  February 
C.  give?  a list  of  the  warrants  and  the  following 

HECAPITUtATIOK  OF  EXPBWDITURBS. 

Interest  and  reimbursement  of  domestic  debt 

Redemption  of  Louisiana  stock  , . . . 

Reimbursement  of  Mississippi  stock  , • . 

Reimbursement  of  Treasury  notes  . • . . 

Certain  parts  of  domestic  debt  . . • • 

Redemption  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1796 
Redemption  of  funded  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1820  . 


1,746,632  25 

Short  provided  g34,588  98 
3,  1823. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


5,739,760  62 
5,294  12 
23,388  94 
277  00 
438  99 
80,000  00 
2,000,000  OO 


7,849,159  67 


Dollars, 

Treasury  department,  register's  office,  February  3,  1823. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
D. 

Estimate  of  the  application,in  1822,  o/  the  funds  provided  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  oftim 

public  debt,  falling  due  in  that  year. 

First — On  account  of  the  principal: 

1.  Reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock,  estimated  at  . . g566,588  75 

2.  Do.  do.  Treasury  notes  . , . 277  00 

3.  Redemption  of  Louisiana  stock  . . - , 5,294  12 

4.  Payment  of  Mississippi  stock  . . , . 23,388  94 

5.  Do.  of  certain  parts  of  the  domestic  debt  . . . 438  99 

6.  Do.  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1796  . , . 80,000  00 

7.  Do.  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1820  . . . 2,000,000  00 


S^conV  On  account  of  the  interest  of  the  domestic  funded  debt 


2,675,987  80 
5,154,268  26 


g7, 830,256  06 

Treasury  department,  register's  office,  Fehrudry  3, 1823. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register, 
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E. 

Estimate  of  the  funds  provided^  before  the  Is#  January,  1823,/or  the  payment  of  the  principal  andinterest  of 
the  public  debt,  uuhich  fell  due  before  that  day. 

Amount  short  provided  on  the  1st  January,  1822,  as  per  foregoing  statement,  B.  . g34,588  98 

Application,  per  estimate  D.  ......  4 ...  . 7,830,256  06 


7,864.845  04 

Amount  of  warrants  issued  on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  dur- 
ing the  year  1822,  per  statement  C.  7,849.159  67 


7,849,159  67 


ter  the  31st  December,  1822 


Appropriation  of  1817 


Short  provided  on  account  of  unclaimed  dividends, 

Treasury  department,  register's  office,  February  3d,  1823 

F. 

Statement  of  the  appropriation  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  by  the  second  section  of  the  **.Mct 
demption  of  the  public  debt,**  passed  3d  March,  1817. 
Application,  per  statement  G. which 
accompanied  the  report  of  the 
com.  of  the  sinking  fund,  of  the 
7th  February,  1822,  viz: 

In  1817  gl0,000,000  00 

Do.  in  anticipation 
of  the  appropria- 
tion for  1818  2,830,108  52 

ttl2,830,108  52 

In  1818  7,169,891  48 

1819  7,703,821  87 

1820  8,628,514  28 

1821  8,367,093  62 

Application  in  1822,  per  the  accom- 
panying report 

Balance  applicable  to  payments  af. 

“ 7,451,410  56 


15,685  37 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


1818 

1819 

1820 
1821 
1822 


provide  for  the  re- 

. gl0,000,000  00 
, 10,000,000  00 
10,000,000  00 
10,000.000  00 
10,000,000  00 
10,009,000  00 


g60,000,000  00 


g60,000,.000  00 

Treasury  department,  register*s  office,  Feb.  3,  182*3. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 

aln  addition  to  this  amount,  there  was  applied,  in  1817,  the  sum  of  g9, 000,000,  appropriated  by  the 
3d  section  of  the  act  above  recited,  and  accounted  for  in  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking 
fund,  of  the  7th  February,  1818.  , 

G. 

Statement  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Is#  Jan.  1823,  •mith  its  redetnption  for  1821  and  1822. 
Reimbursement  of  the  deferred  stock,  [Amount  of  the  funded  debt  on  the  1st 

in  1821  g533,808  47  January  1822,  per  statement  H, 

Do.  of  the  6 per  cent.  which  accompanied  report  of  Feb. 

stock  of  1796,  in  1822  80,000  00  1822  §93,957,665  14 

Do.  of  the  6 per  cent.  Add  3 per  cent,  stock  issued  in  1822  143  02 

stock  of  1820,  in  1822  2,000,000  00 

Amount  of  the  funded  debt,  1st  Jan. 

1823,  subject  to  a reduction  on  ac- 
count of  the  reimbursement  of  the 
deferred  stock,  in  1822.  a91,343,999  69 


§93,957,808  16 


oCoDsisting  of  deferred  stock  with  teirabursement  for  1822 
Three  per  cent.  . . . 

Exchanged  6 per  cent.  (^1812  . 

Six  per  cent,  of  1812  . . . . 

Six  per  cent,  of  1813,  dolls.  16,000,000  . 

Do.  . 7,500,000 

Six  per  cent.  1814  ..... 

Six  per  cent.  1315  .... 

Seven  percent  . . . . 

Treasury  notes  6 per  cent.  . . . 

Five  per  cent,  subscription  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States 
Five  per  cent,  of  1829  .... 

Five  per  cent,  of  1821  .... 

Exchanged  live  per  cent.  1822 


Treasury  department, Te%i’^er''s  office,  Ft^tMry  3d,  1823. 


§93,957,808  16 
Amount  of  the  debt  on  1st  Jan.  1823, 
as  above  stated,  brought  down  91,343,999  69 
Deduct  estimated  amount  of  deferred 
stock,  reimbursed  in  1822  566,568  09 

Amount  per  statement  (3)  which  ac- 
companied the  secretary’s  report 
of  23d  Dec.  1822  §90,777,431  60 

Dolls.  1,526,077  06 
, 13,296,099  06 

. 2,668,974  99 

Dolb.  17,491,151  11 

; 6,187,006  84 

. 15,497,818  63 

. 6,812,845  44 

. 13,001,437  63 

. 9,490,099  10 

, 8,606,355  27 

1,4654285  47 
. 7,0004)00  00 

• 999,999  13 

. 4,735,296  30 

. 56,704  77 


73,852,848  58 


Dolls.  91,343,999  69 
JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
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Seventeenth  Congress — 2nd  session.  ^ 

IK  THE  SENATE. 

February  14.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  ^ 
offer  a resolution.  He  said  he  had  been  anxious  ^ 
to  present  to  the  senate  a proposition  to  enjoin 
upon  the  judicial  committee  a thorough  examina- 
tion into  the  organization  of  the  courts  ot  the  ^ 

ed  States,  and  to  report  such  a change  as  would  ^ 
cure  the  evils  resulting  from  the  present  system.  ^ 
He  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  congress  to  take  up  ^ 
the  subject  and  give  it  a complete  examination,  ^ 
and  adopt  some  modifications  which  he  was  con- 
vinced  ought  to  be  made.  But  this  session  was  a ^ 
short  one,  and  not  the  most  favorable  to  the  dis-  . 
charge  of  this  duty.  He  thought  that  congress  J 
should  turn  their  attention  to  the  jurisdiction,  as  . 
well  as  to  the  organization  of  the  federal  judiciary.  ^ 
The  defining  and  limiting  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts  depended  upon  a construction  of  the  fede-  j 
ral  constitution,  and  required  no  other  materials  ^ 
than  those  possessed  by  every  member.  But  the  ^ 
organization  of  the  courts  was  a matter  of  policy  ^ 
and  expediency,  and  should  be  changed  as  time  ^ 
and  experience  might  suggest.  In  order,  there-  ^ 
fore,  that  this  subject  might  be  before  congress  at  ^ 
an  early  period  of  the  next  session,,  with  all  the 
facts  which  could  be  obtained  in  addition  to  those 
in  the  possession  of  members,  he  had  been  induced  * 
to  offer  to  the  house  a resolution  which  might  fur- 
nisli  some  useful  information  on  the  subject  as  to 
the  organization  of  the  courts.  At  present  one  1 
half  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  if  not  * 
half  of  the  population,  was  under  a district  sys-  ' 
tern,  and  the  other  half  under  a district  and  circuit  ' 
system  combined — and  the  circuit  judges  compose 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States.  It  was  ^ 
apparent,  from  this  system,  that,  in  the  selection  of  '■ 
these  judges,  we  should  consult,  as  much  if  not  : 
more,  bodily  powers  than  mental  and  legal  acquire-  • 
ments;  for  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  can  | 
only  remain  at  this  place  something  like  40  days 
annually,  during  which  time,  with  the  most  inda. 
fatigable  industry,  more  than  one  hundred  cases 
cannot  be  disposed  of,  while  they  represent 
10,000,000  of  people,  and  24  independent  states, 
and  the  dockets  in  every  part  of  the  union  swell- 
ing and  increasing  in  magnitude.  The  w’estern 
country  had  in  part  only  the  benefits  of  the  circuit 
system.  He  thought  that  the  system  should  be 
uniform;  that  every  part  of  the  United  States  should 
have  circuit  courts,  or  confined  to  district,  and  ena- 
ble the  supreme  court  to  remain  in  session  at  this 
point  such  a period  as  will  be  more  adequate  to  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  as  judges  of  the  supreme 
court.  His  object  was  to  produce  uniformity,  effi- 
ciency,  and  impartiality  in  respect  to  every  portion 
of  the  community.  Mr.  J.  concluded  by  offering 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  judges  of  the  suj)ceme  court  be  requested  to 
report,  jointly,  to  this  body,  as  early  in  the  next  session  of  cim- 
gtess  as  may  be  convenient,  such  facts  and  observations  as  their 
experience  ard  retleciions  n»ay  suggest,  relative  to  the  present 
organization  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  pointing  out  its 
defects  and  inconveniences,  if  any,  and  suggesting  such  changes 
and  modifications  as  will,  in  their  opiniGU,  corahine  most  efii  ci- 
ency and  economy  in  the  administration  of  justice. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 
Mechanics’  bank  of  Ale.xandria  was  passed  and  sent 
to  the  other  house. 

Mr.  Benton  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  military  affairs  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inaking  an  appropriation  to  en- 
able the  president  of  the  United  States  to  take  and  retain  posses- 
sion of  the  territories  of  the  United  State*  on  the  North  West 
coast  of  America. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton,  the  senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  seve 


ral  acts  reserving  from  public  sale  the  lead  mines 
and  salt  springs  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  to  authorize  the  president  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  the  lead  mines  and  the  salt  springs,  and 
the  lands  contiguous  thereto,  to  be  exposed  to  pub- 
lic sale. 

Mr.  Benton  delivered  to  the  senate  a speech  of 
considerable  length  in  explanation  and  support  of 
the  expediency  of  the  proposed  measure;  embracing 
much  historical  information,  in  regard  to  the  exten- 
sive mineral  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
concerning  the  mines  of  other  countries,  the  course 
heretofore  adopted  by  the  government  in  relation 
to  our  mines,  shewing  how  unproductive  and  in- 
jurious the  practice  of  leasing  out  the  mines  had 
been,  the  advantages  which  w’ould  arise  from  dispos- 
ing of  them  entirely  to  the  enterprise  and  industry 
of  individuals,  &c.  &c. 

Messrs.  Dickerson,  Lo-iorie,  Smith,  of  Md.  Bartout 
Van  Buren,  Taylor,  of  Va.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Brown, 
of  Ohio,  ICing,  of  N.  Y.  and  Johnson,  of  Ky.  follow- 
ed Mr.  Benton,  with  their  respective  views  of  the 
expediency  or  inexpediency  of  this  measure, 
and  continued  the  debate  until  past  3 o’clock.  In 
the  end,  the  bill  was,  at  the  request  of  a member, 
laid  over  to  Monday . 

The  following  messages  were  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  and  read: 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  senate,  of 
the  11th  of  this  month,  requesting  the  president  to 
cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  senate  an  estimate 
of  the  amount  of  land  in  the  state  of  Georgia,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished  by  the 
United  State.s,  since  the  cession  of,  a portion  of  the 
territory,  of  Georgia,  to  the  United  States,  with  a 
statement  of  the  cost  of  such  extinguishment,  and 
also  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  land,  within  the 
said  state,  to  which  the  Indian  title  still  remains  to 
be  extinguished,  and  by  what  tribes  claimed;  I 
transmit  a report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  which 
contains  the  information  desired. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

February  14,  1823. 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  senate  of 
February  3d,  requesting  a statement  of  the  num- 
ber. and  size  of  cannon,  mortars  and  howitzers,  ne- 
cessary for  the  armament  of  the  fortifications  alrea- 
dy built  and  intended  to  be  built,  with  an  estimate 
of  the  sum  necessary  for  their  construction,  I trans- 
mit a report  from  the  secretary  of  war,  prepared 
in  execution  of  instructions  given  him  to  that  ef- 
fect. JAMES  MONROE. 

February  10. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

’ February  1.5.  'I’he  senate  did  not  sit  this  day — 
Saturday. 

February  17.  Several  reports  were  received 
from  different  committees. 

The  president  communicated  a^  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  exliibiiing  a statement  of  the  expen- . 
ditures  at  the  jrational  armories,  and  of  the  arms 
made  and  repaired  therein  during  the  year  1822; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

1‘he  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  Sec.  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

A bill  for  the  relief  ot  Jos.  Forrest  was  rejected 
— 19  to  17.  Sundry  bills  were  ordered  to  a third 
reading. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and,  at  about  4 o’clock,  avi- 
journed. 
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February  18.  After  other  business— 

The  senate  took  up  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  on  Friday  last;  and,  after 
some  discussion,  having  been  modified,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Mills,  to  read  as  follows,  it  was  agreed 
to,  viz; 

Resolved.  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be  instructed  to 
iiiquire  into  the  expediency  of  collecting  and  digesting  in  one  bill 
all  the  acts  of  c ongress  rela^ve  to  the  courts  ot  the  United  States, 
and  the  administration  of  justice  therein;  and  to  report  a mode 
of  effecting  that  object,  and  also  of  effecting  such  changes,  modi- 
fications, and  additions,  as  will,  in  their  opinion,  combine  most 
effloiency,  promptitude,  and  economy,  in  the  administration  of 
justice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  senate  will,  to-morrow,  at  12  o’clock,  pro- 
ceed to  the  choice  of  a president  pro  tempore. 

[The  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  after 
the  most  sedulous  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  of- 
fice during  the  session— having  retired,  as  is  usual, 
a short  time  before  its  close,  to  afford  the  body  an 
opportunity  of  appointing  a president  pro  tem.] 

Other  matters  were  discussed,  but  nothing  decid- 
ed. 

February  19,  A ballot  was  bad  this  day  for  a 
president  pro  tern.  Mr.  Gaillard.  of  S.  C.  received 
S2  votes,  Mr.  Barbour,  of  Va.  6 — scattering  2.  The 
first  named  took  the  chair  and  made  his  acknow- 
ledgements for  the  honor  conferred  in  his  own 
handsome  terms. 

The  bill  from  the  other  house  for  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  D.  D.  Tompkins  was  reported,  by 
the  committee  of  claims,  without  amendment. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  chiefly  spent  in  the  con- 
sideration of  sundry  private  claims. 

February  20.  After  some  debate,  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins  was  ordered  to  a third  reading,  with 
only  two  or  three  dissenting  voices. 

The  other  business  transacted,  will  appear  in 
course.  Some  time  was  spent  in  executive  business. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  Feb.  14.  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caroli- 
na, from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  a bill 
fromithe  senate,  for  the  relief  of  Eleanor  Lawrence, 
had  been  referred,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment;  and  the  bill  was  then  committed. 

Several  reports  were  received  from  different 
committees,  and  differently  disposed  of. 

On  mofion  of  Mr.  Metcalfe,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  abuses  (may  have  been 
committed  by  the  late  superintendent  of  Indian  trade, (col.  T.  L. 
M’Kenney),  in  the  purchase  or  sale  of  goods  under  the  several 
laws  formerly  regulating  the  Indian  trade;  and  that  the  committee 
have,  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  made  a motion  to  dis- 
charge  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state 
of  the  union,  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bift  for  the  more  effectual  protection  and  encou- 
ragement of  domestic  manufactures. 

This  was  a motion  which  was  intended  by  the 
mover  to  bring  the  bill  directly  before  the  house 
for  amendment,  and  eventually  to  obtain  a question 
on  its  passage,  more  speedily  and  more  certainly, 
than  if  the  discussion  were  suflered  to  go  on  in 
committee  of  the  whole. 

The  motion  being,  therefore,  a leading  one,  it 
produced  a little  excitement  in  the  house,  on  the 
part  of  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  bill  in  princi- 
ple, and  on  the  part  of  those  who  desire  material 
amendments  to  t)8  made  in  the  bill.  The  excite- 
ment was  not  lessened,  by  a question  of  order  hav- 
ing arisen,  of  a novel  and  somewhat  important  cha- 
racter, which  was  decided  by  the  Speaker,  debated, 
and  an  appeal  from  it  indicated,  though  the  ques- 
'.'on  did  not  really  present  itself,  tlie  suggestion  of 


it  being  in  anticipation  only  of  what  might  occur 
in  the  course  of  the  proceedings,  should  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Tod  prevail.  The  bill  contains  one  bluUk; 
the  80th  rule  of  the  house  is  in  the  following  vords: 
80.  No  motion  or  proposition  for  a tax  or  charge  upon  the  peo- 
ple shall  he  discussed  the  day  in  which  it  is  made  or  offered,  and 
eveiy  such  proposition  shall  receive  its  first  discussion  in  a com- 
mittee  of  the  whole  house. 

The  question  which  was  raised  was,  whether  a 
blank  in  one  part  of  the  bill,  (for  the  amount  of  the 
duty  on  raw  wool  imported),  could  be  filled  in  the 
house-,  not  having  been  debated  in  the  committee  of 
the  whole?  This  question  the  Speaker  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

A good  deal  of  conversation,  pro  and  con,  took 
place,  as  well  on  the  question  of  discharging  the 
committee,  as  on  the  point  of  order;  in  which  Messrs. 
Colden,  Tod,  Gorham,  Edivards,  of  N.  C.  Buchanan, 
Cambreleng,  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Sergeant,  Bassett, 
Hardin,  Mallary,  JVeroton,  Cuthbert,  and  Tattnall, 
took  part. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate — 

Mr.  Colden  professed  himself  friendly  to  manufac- 
tures, but  not  in  favor  of  this  bill  as  it  now  stands, 
believing  that  some  of  the  duties  proposed  would 
be  prejudicial  rather  than  beneficial  to  manufac- 
tures; and  was  opposed  to  discharging  the  commit- 
tee because  the  bill  required  much  amendment. 

Mr.  Cuthbert  denounced  this  motion  as  an  at- 
tempt to  violate  the  virtue  and  substance  of  the  rule 
which  is  above  quoted;  to  break  down  those  bar- 
riers  and  guards  with  which  the  house  had  fenced  it- 
self around — and  he  appealed  to  every  thing  that  is 
good  and  virtuous  in  the  house,  not  to  press  upon 
those,  upon  whom  this  whs  to  operate  most  severe- 
ly, with  this  precipitation,  with  this  ferocity. 

Mr.  Sergeant  expressed  his  opinion,  as  the  course 
proposed  would,  it  was  now  known,  introduce  a 
question  of  order,  on  which  an  appeal  would  be 
taken  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  causing  pro- 
bably much  debate,  that  it  would  be  more  advisea- 
ble  that  the  motion  to  discharge  the  committee  of 
the  whole  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Tattnall,  believing  that  the  operation  of  this 
motion,  if  it  succeeded,  would  be  in  the  nature  of  a 
gag-law,  required  the  question  to  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  that  the  people  might  see  what  members 
on  this  floor  were  disposed  to  support  a motion  of 
that  nature. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  accord- 
ingly; and  the  votes  were  as  follow; 

YEAS— Mfessrs.  Barber,  of  Conn.  Barber,  of  Ohio,  Borland, Breck- 
enridge.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burrows,  Campbell, of  N.  Y.  Cassedy, 
Chambers,  Condict,  Cook,  Darlington.  Denison,  Dickinson,  Ed- 
wards, of  Conn.  Edwards,  of  Penn.  Farrclly,  Findlay,  Forward, 
Gebhard,  Gross,  Harris,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Holcombe,  Hubbard, 
Ingham,  .Tennings,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Little,  McCarty, 
McKim,  McLane,  MeSherry,  Matlack,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell,  of  Penn, 
Morgan,  Murray,  Patterson,  of  Penn.  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Plumer, 
of  Penn.  Rochester,  Rogers,  Ross,  Ruggles,  Russ,  Sergeant,  Sloane, 
Sterling,  of  Conn.  Sterling,  of  N.  York,  Stewart,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Udree,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wal- 
worth, Wood,  Woodcock,  Woodson  — 66. 

NAYS.— Messrs,  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen,  of  Tennessee,  Ball, 
Barstow,  Bassett,  Bay  lies,  Bayly,  Blackledge,  Burton,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Carter,  Colden,  Conkling,  Conner, 
Crafts,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards,  of  N. 
C.  Floyd,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gilmer,  Gist,  Gorham,  Govan,  Hall, 
Hamilton,  Hardin,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Jackson,  Jones, 
of  Tenn.  Kent,  Keyes,  Kirkland,  Leftwich,  Lincoln, -Litchfield, 
McCoy,  McDuffie,  McNeill,  Mallary,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  Mitchell, 
of  S.  C.  Moore,  of  A lab.  Neale,  Nelson,  of  Mass.  Nelson,  of  Md, 
Newton,  Patterson,  of  N.  York.  Phillips,  Plumer,  of  N-  H.  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed,  of  Md.  Reed,  of  Geo.  Rhea.  Rich,  Rodney,  Russell, 
Saunders,  Arthur  Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  W.  Smith,  A.  Stevenson, 
J.  Stephenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson,  Tucker,  of  S.  C.  Upham,Van 
Wyck,  Walker,  Warfield,  Whipple,  White,  Williams,  of  Va.  Wil- 
liams, of  N.  C.  Williamson,  Wilson.— 88. 

So  the  hou.se  refused  to  discharge  the  committee 
of  the  whole,  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tod,  the  house  then  resolved 
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ilseir  into  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  ol 
the  union,  Mr.  Tomlinson^  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  ^IcLune  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  to 
take  up  the  general  appropriation  bill,  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  which  some  progress  was  made  yester- 

day.  . . 

Mr.  Tor/ intimated  that  it  would  be  in  order,  it 
the  committee  should  refuse  to  take  up  that  bill,  to 
take  up  the  other  bill,  (the  tariff  bill),  which  is  be- 
fore the  same  commif^ee. 

'fhe  question  on  Mr.  J\fcLane*s  motion  prevailed, 
76  votes  to  71  votes;  and  the  house  proceeded  to 
consider  the  appropriation  bill. 

1 he  question  pending,  was  Mr.  TyiuibIe*sTt\o\\ox\ 
to  appropriate  25  000  dollars  for  the  preservation 
and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road.  Much  discus- 
sion followed.  Mr.  Buchanan  proposed  an  amend- 
ment which  had  for  its  object  to  recede  the  road  to 
the  states  in  which  the  several  portions  lie.  Messrs. 
WarfiehU  -Ve/swH,  Boss,  Cook,  Wright,  and  Keyes 
spoke  against  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Buchanan, 
and  Messrs.  Phillips  and  White  supported  it.  The 
committee  rose  and  the  house  adjourned  at  a quar- 
ter  past  4 o’clock,  without  coming  to  a decision. 

Saturday,  Feb.  15.  Many  reports  from  commit- 
tees were  received  and  disposed  of,  and  some 
things  attended  to  which  will  sufficiently  appear 
hereafter. 

The  Speaker  communicated  a letter  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  all  the 
correspondence  in  relation  to  the  treaty  between 
the  governments  of  the  United  States  and  Great 
Bntain,  relative  to  the  convention  of  the  20th  Oc- 
tober, 1818;  which  letter  was  read,  and  the  letter 
and  correspondence  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 

The  general  appropriation  bill  was  taken  up  in 
committee  of  the  whole— th’e  question  pending  was 
the  motion  to  insert  §25,000  for  the  preservation 
and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road.  This  was  with- 
drawn by  the  mover,  in  favor  of  a special  bill  from 
the  senate  on  the  same  subject.  Mr.  Wright  re- 
newed it— debate  followed,  and  it  was  again  with- 
drawn. The  chief  point  that  further  engaged  at- 
tention  was  the  proposed  appropriation  for  conti- 
nuing the  great  western  road.  No  decision  had, 
before  the  committee  rose  and  the  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  Feb.  17.  Eighteen  petitions  were  pre- 
sented this  day,  and  sundry  minor  matters  disposed 
of.  Several  reports  were  also  received. 

Mr.  Trimble  rose,  and  said,  if  the  motion  he  was 
about  to  make  was  not  in  order,  or  if  any  gentleman 
had  a motion  to  make  which  would  take  prece 
dence  of  his  own,  he  hoped  it  would  be  waived,  as 
a personal  kindness  to  himself,  and  that  the  house 
would  take  up  the  bill  providing  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  accounts  of,  (the  vice  president),  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  late  governor  of  the  state  of  New  York. 
The  question  being  put, 

The  house  agreed,  by  unanimous  consent,  now 
to  consider  the  bill;  and  Mr.  T.  moved  that  it  be 
engrossed  and  read  a third  time. 

[The  amount  of  this  bill  is — that  Mr.  Tompkins* 
accounts  shall  be  settled  by  the  accounting  oflicers 
of  the  treasury  according  to  equity  and  justice. 
We  shall  publish  the  report  on  his  case  at  an  early 
day). 

The  bill  was  partially  opposed— In  the  course  of 
his  remarks  Mr.  Floyd  said — he  hoped,  indeed,  it 
might  be  long  before  sjuch  another  case  should  occur 
— before  it  should  be  necessary  to  have  such  a man 
to  expend  the  money  of  the  nation  under  similar 
circumstances;  when  the  treas'iry  was  exhausted, 
the  country  in  danger;  when  blue  lights  were  along 


I our  coast  and  the  enemy  on  our  borders.  He  en- 
tertained the  deepest  sense  of  the  services  of  gov. 

I Tompkins;  he  would  be  glad,  indeed,  to  reward 
I the  signal  patriotism  of  that  man;  and,  if  it  were 
constitutional  to  do  so,  would  agree  to  make  him 
and  ample  donation  for  his  public  service.  That, 
however,  being  out  of  the  power  of  congress,  he 
! would  provide,  at  least,  for  the  equitable  adjust- 
ment of  his  accounts,  Stc.  &c. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a third  time — nem.  con.  [and,  in  like  manner, 
passed  next  day]. 

After  other  business— the  appropriation  bill  was 
taken  up  in  a committee  of  the  whole,  the  question 
about  the  continuation  of  the  location  of  the  west- 
ern road  being  before  the  committee.  The  item 
was  stricken  out— ayes  85.  The  item  of  50,000  dol- 
lars to  erect  a marine  rail  way  was  agreed  to,  after 
some  debate.  The  committee  having  gone  through 
the  details  of  the  bill,  rose  and  reported  it  to  the 
house — which,  soon  after,  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb,  18.  The  liouse  met  at  11  o’clock 
this  day;  a quorum  was  not  present,  and  a call  re- 
quired—but,  before  the  roll  was  finished,  a quorum 
appeared. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  extend  the  charter  of 
the  Mechanics’  bank  of  Alexandria,  occupied  much 
time — it  was  opposed  on  account  of  the  supposed 
insolvency  of  the  bank;  but  these  doubts  were  re- 
moved so  far  that  it  was  ordered  to  a third  reading 
—66  to  51. 

A bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Howe  was  acted 
upon— he  had  been  an  express  rider  daring  the  re- 
volution, and  it  was  proposed  to  place  him  on  the 
pension  list.  The  bill  was  rejected,  and  the  princi- 
ple established,  that  pensions  would  not  be  allow- 
ed for  other  than  military  or  naval  services. 

The  appropriation  bill  was  proceeded  in,  and 
finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 
The  bill  for  the  support  of  the  navy  was  next  taken 
up— the  amendments  were  agreed  to.  After  oppo- 
sition to  some  of  the  items,  (a  motion  to  reconsi- 
der being  rejected,  76  to  55),  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  a third  reading,  and  the  house  adjourned  a little 
befoi’e  sun  set. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  19.  Many  matters  were  attend- 
ed to,  not  necessary  to  notice  just  now.  A motion 
made  by  Mr.  Cocke,  and  his  remarks  thereon,  shall 
be  inserted  in  our  next,  when  some  other  things 
shall  also  be  attended  to. 

The  engrossed  bill  “making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  government  for  the  year  1823,”  and 
the  bill  “making  appropriation  for  the  support  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,”  were  severally  read 
a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  its 
concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  extend  the  charter 
of  the  Mechanics’  bank  of  Alexandria,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

After  some  remarks — the  question  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  was  put  and  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows — 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Allen  of  Tenn.  Bigelow,  Borland,  Brecken- 
ridge,  Brown,  Burrows,  Campbell  of  N.  Y.  Cannon,  Cassedy, 
Clianibers,  Golden,  Cushman,  Cutbbert.  Dane,  Durfee,  Eddy,  Far- 
relly.  Findlay,  Floyd,  Forward,  Fuller,  Gebhard,  Gorham,  Govau, 
Hamilton.  Hardin,  Harris.  Hawks,  Hill,  Holcombe,  Hooks,  Hub- 
bard, Jackson,  Jennings,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Jones  of 
Ten-  Kent,  Keyes,  Kirkiand,  Lincoln,  Little,  McCarty,  McDuffie, 
McLaue,  McNeill, NeSherry,  Mallary,  Matlack,  Mattocks,  Mercer, 
Mitchell  of  Penn.  Moore  of  Va.  Moore  of  Alab.  Nea(£,  Nelson  of 
Md.  Newton,  Patterson  of  N.  Y.  Patterson  of  Penn.  Pnillips,  Poin- 
sett, Reed  of  Md.  Ileid  of  Geo.  Rhea,  Rogers,  Saunders,  Sloane, 
Sterli’ig  of  N.  Y.  A.  Stevenson,  .f.  Stephenson,  Tod,  Tracy.  Trim- 
ble, Van  Rensselaer,  tyiiipple.  White,  Williams  of  Va.  Williamson, 
Wood,  Woodcock,  Wright,— 81. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  BarWr,  of  Conn.  Biackledge,  Buchanan,  Bui-- 
ton,  Butler.  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Carter,  Cocke,  Con- 
dict,  Conner,  Crafts,  Dcuisou,  Edwards,  of  Conn.  Edwards , of  N. 


400 


NILES'  REGISTER— FEBRUARY 


ia2:5— CHROMEL?:. 


C.  Garnett,  Gilmer,  Gross,  Harvey,  Ingliam,  F.  Johnson, Lathrop, 
Leftwich,  Litchfield,  McCoy,  McKira,  Matson,  Nelson,  of  Mass. 
New,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  of  N.  H.  Pinmer.of  Penn.  Rankin,  Reed, 
of  Mass.  Rich,  Rochester,  Rodney,  Ross,  Riiggles,  Russ,  Arthur 
Smhh,  W.  Smith,  Sterling,  of  Conn.  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Tomlinson,  Udree,  Upham,  Van  Wyck,  Walker,  Wil- 
liams,of  N.  C.  Woodaon.— 54.  , . ^ 

So  the  bill  was  passed.  [Having  passed  both 
houses,  it  wants  only  the  approbation  of  the  presi- 
dent  to  become  a law]. 

The  bill  to  make  an  appropriation  for  the  preser- 
ration  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road,  W'as  tak- 
en  up  in  a committee  of  the  whole.  After  much 
debate,  it  was  reported  to  the  house,  whose  time  it 
occupied  until  nearly  sun-set,  the  matter  in  contro- 
versy remaining  undecided. 

Thursday^  Feb,  20.  Considerable  time  was  spent 
on  a resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Sloime,  calling  for 
information  on  various  expenditures,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  next  congress.  After  debate,  it  was  laid 
on  tile  table. 

The  house,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  was  occu- 
pied on  the  bill  for  extending  the  time  for  location 
of  Virginia  military  land  warrants.  It  was  recom- 
mitted. The  house  adjourned  at  4 o'clock. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  U.  S.  brig  Spark.  A Spanish  schooner,  cal- 
led the  Nimfa  Catalans,  has  arrived  at  Norfolk,  as  a 
prize  to  the  Spark.  She  is  armed,  and  had  a crew 
ofabout  20  men,  15  of  whom  were  sent  to  the  U. 
Slates  with  her.  She  is  apparently  a merchant 
vessel,  with  a cargo,  and  it  seems  pretty  plain 
has  committed  some  acts  of  piracy.  Her  captain, 
boatswain  and  several  of  the  crew,  are  said  to  be 
recognized  as  having  plundered  the  Nancy  Eleanor, 
of  Baltimore,  a short  time  ago.  All  of  the  crew  of 
this  vessel,  except  Nicholas  Gorgoll,  the  boatswain, 
have  been  discharged  by  judge  Parker,  on  a writ 

of  habeas  corpus no  testimony  appearing,  but 

against  him. 

Citizens.  It  is  pleasing  to  notice  a communica- 
tion from  the  Portuguese  consul  at  Baltimore,  ad- 
dressed to  “Portuguese  citizens.*' 

Commerce  with  France.  We  have  received 
from  Washington,  (says  a New  York  paper),  state- 
ments exhibiting  the  amount  of  our  imports  from, 
and  exports  to,  France,  during  each  year  from  1814 
to  1820,  which  statements  have  been  compiled  by 
order  of  the  senate,  with  the  view,  probably,  of  as- 
certaining, before  they  assented  to  the  ratification 
of  the  commercial  convention,  what  would  be  its 
probable  effects  on  our  trade.  The  statements  are 
as  follows: 

Imports.  Exports. 

1815,  g3, 614, 434— Domestic  5,033,084 

Foreign  1,853,859 

§6,886,943 

1816,  15,071,821— Domestic  7,352,676 

Foreign  2,225,660 

§9,578,336 

1817,  5,572,059— Domestic  7,124,505 

Foreign  1,695,232 

§8,819,767 

1818,  9,634,682 — Domestic  8,719,445 

Foreign  3,346,577 

12,066,022 

1819,  7,483,543— Domestic  6,612,499 

Foreign  2,729,549 

§9,342,048 

1820,  5,073,893— Domestic  5,461,889 

Foreign  2,134,854 

^7,596,743 


The  mermaid,  about  wliich  so  much  was  lately 
said,  being  brouglit  to  England,  has  proved  to  be 
what  W9  expected  that  it  was — a manufacture  of 
the  Japanese. 

Light  houses— From  a source  that  maybe  relied 
on,  we  state  the  following: — In  1811,  there  were  in 
the  United  States,  49  light  houses,  which  consum- 
ed annually  48,000  gallons  of  sperm,  oil.  The  an- 
nual ' ost  of  transportation,  and  other  incidental 
char-^  rs  on  this  oil,  was  §3,150.  There  are  now 
in  thw  United  States  85  light  houses,  which  con- 
sume annually  less  than  33,969  gallons;  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation,  and  other  incidental 
charges,  §2,000 — That  the  brilliancy  of  the  lights 
is  very  much  improved  is  admitted  by  all  navigators. 
New  light-houses  are  erected  at  40  per  cent  less 
cost  than  formerly,  and  are  built  of  more  durable 
materials.  These  85  light  houses  are  lighted  with 
871  patent  lamps  and  reflectors,  and  are  located, 
1 1 in  Maine,  29  in  Massachusetts,  3 in  Rhode-Island, 
6 in  Connecticut,  7 in  New  York,  1 in  Delaware,  4 
in  Virginia,  3 in  Maryland,  2 in  North  Carolina,  2 
in  South  Carolina,  1 in  Alabama,  1 in  Louisiana, 
3 on  Lake  Erie,  and  3 on  Lake  Ontario. 

t^Bostoii  Gazette. 

This  secret  treatt  of  Tilsit.  The  following 
curious  document  has  been  lately  published  in  Lon- 
don, by  Mr.  Lewis  Goldsmith,  in  some  “observa- 
tions on  the  appointment  of  the  right  hon.  George 
Canning,”  as  being  what  its  caption  denotes  it  to 
be — and  may  be  regarded  as  a curious  testimony  of 
the  moderation  of  the  “high  contracting”  parties. 

“Art.  1.  Russia  to  take  possession  of  Turkey  in 
Europe,  and  to  pursue  her  conquests  in  Asia  as  far 
as  she  thinks  proper. 

“Art,  2.  The  dynasty  of  the  Bourbons  in  Spain, 
and  of  the  Braganza  family  in  Portugal,  shall  cease 
to  exist.  A prince  of  the  emperor  Napoleon’s  fami- 
ly shall  be  invested  with  the  crown  of  those  king- 
doms. 

“Art.  3.  The  temporal  authority  of  the  pope  to 
cease;  and  Rome  and  her  dependencies  to  be  an- 
nexed to  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 

“Art.  4.  Russia  engages  to  assist  France  with  her 
marine  for  the  conquest  of  Gibraltar. 

“Art.  5.  The  towns  in  Africa,  such  as  Tunis,  Al- 
giers, &c.  to  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  French, 
and,  at  a general  peace,  all  conquests  which  might 
have  been  made  by  the  French  in  Africa,  during 
the  war,  are  to  be  given  as  indemnities  to  the  kings 
of  Sardinia  and  Sicily. 

“Art.  6.  Malta  to  be  occupied  by  the  French; — 
and  no  peace  ever  to  be  made  with  England,  unless 
that  island  be  ceded  to  France. 

“Art.  7.  Egypt,  also,  to  be  occupied  by  the 
French. 

“Art.  8.  Y'essels  belonging  to  the  following  pow- 
ers only,  shall  be  permitted  to  navigate  the  Medi- 
terranean, viz  French,  Russian,  Spanish  and  Italian; 
all  others  are  to  be  excluded. 

“Art.  9.  Denmark  to  be  indemnified  in  the  North 
of  Germany,  and  by  the  Hanse  Towns,  provided  she 
consents  to  give  up  her  fleet  to  France. 

“Art.  10.  Their  majesties  of  Russia  and  France 
will  endeavor  to  come  to  some  arrangement,  that 
no  power  shall,  in  future,  be  permitted  to  send  mer- 
chant ships  to  sea,  unless  they  have  a certain  num- 
ber of  ships  of  war. 

(Signed)  “Kouraicin,  [l.  s.] 

“C.  M.  Talletranr,  [l.  s.] 

^^TiJsit^  7th  July,  f25th  June J,  1807.” 
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Congress.  An  unnsual  poriion  of  the  present 
sheet  is  g-iven  up  to  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  congress.  Tliis  is  always  the  case  towards  the 
close  of  a session — because  then,  the  numerous 
committees  have  gtne rally  m.atured  tlic  business 
referred  to  them,  the  members  feel  the  necessity 
of  acting  instead  of  talking,  that  the  “wheels  of  go- 
vernment” may  be  kept  in  motion. 

Both  houses  must  rise  on  Monday— and  thereaf 
ter,  we  shall  have  room  and  opportunity  to  notice 
many  interesting  reports,  &c.  submitted. 

Washington’s  rirth  day,  the  22ntl  of  February, 
has  become  a national  festival.  It  was  honored  at 
Baltimore  on  Saturday  last,  by  one  of  the  most  nu- 
merous military  parades  that  we  have  seen  for  seve 
ral  years,  and  the  exhibit  of  som.e  new  and  very  fine 
volunteer  corMpanies.  'I'he  Hag  of  the  U.  States 
floated  over  the  monuments  and  the  public  build- 
ings, and  was  displayed  by  all  the  shipping  in  port. 
There  were  also  many  festive  parties,  wUIi  balls, 
suppers,  &c. 

Potomac  canal.  The  legislature  of  Virginia, 
have  a bill  before  them  which  creates  a stock  of 
2,000,000,  includiug  the  stock  of  the  present  Poto- 
mac  company,  whose  debts  are  also  to  be  paid  — 
We  shall  be  glad  of  the  arrival  of  the  time  when 
the  states  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  can  and  will  act 
jointly  in  this  great  undertaking,  but  as  the  water 
of  the  river  equally  belongs  to  either,  nothing  can 
be  done  without  the  consent  of  both.  In  relation 
to  the  junction  canals  contemplated,  this  bill  au- 
thorizes each  state  to  use  the  waters  of  the  river 
for  those  purposes,  provided  that  in  such  use  they 
leave  enoufhfor  thepurposes  of  the  canal  contemplated 
by  the  bill,  and  forbids  them  in  any  manner  by  any 
junction^  to  tap  the  main  canal.  It  provides,  also,  that 
such  junction  canal  shall  by  no  means,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  draw  any  water  from  the  canal 
authorized  by  the  bill. 

The  provision  above  stated  was  the  great  objec- 
tion  (besides  the  want  of  means),  entertained  in 
Maryland  to  the  bill  lately  before  the  house  of  de- 
legates, and  for  the  reasons  stated  in  our  last. 

Caucus,  &c.  A correspondent  of  the  Uichnfiond 
Enquirer,  under  date  of  Washington,  February  19, 
ppeaking  about  the  presidency,  says  “I'hcre  will, 
probably,  be  a caucus  next  winter,  and  whoever  has 
a majority  o\'  republican  votes  will,  in  all  probability, 
be  supported.  There  is,  however,  much  specufa- 
l;on  on  this  subject,  a diversity  of  opinion,  arid  not 
a little  finessing.” 

He  has  also  this  paragraph— “The  tariff  bill  is 
reposing  on  the  table;  possibly  it  is  given  up  for 
this  session.  In  the  next,  tl-.e  accession  of  the  ma- 
nufacturing interests  may,  I fear,  insure  its  pas- 
sage” 

Oj^These  are  two  things  about  wliich  we  sh.all,  j 
very  soon,  offer  some  homespun  remarks,  and  espe- 
cially respecting  the  former  If  a caucus  shall  be 
held,  who  is  it  that  will  determine  on  ^'lepuhlican 
votes?'’  it  is  the  “xra  of  good  feelings” — and  all 
are  federalists,  all  republic.ans,  when  gathered  at 
Washington,  whatever  persons  may  be  at  home. — 
Almost  every  member  of  congress  professes  to  be  a 
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republican;  and,  by  reason  of  the  strange  jnixtures 
of  things,  1 know  very  few,  if  any,  who  have  a bet- 
ter claim  to  the  republican  character  than  others  of 
his  fellows;  and  the  fact  is,  that,  among  those  who 
were  federalists,  are  sonie  of  the  be.st  and  most  libe- 
ral of  the  members;  and  some  that  were  republicans 
see  m to  have  lost  much  of  that  adherence  to  prin- 
ciples which  formerly  distinguished  that  political 
party.  Who  can  draw  tlie  line  between  gentle- 
men professing  the  same  thing,  and  frequently  act- 
ing together  on  important  questions.^  I do  not 
believe  that  there  will  be  a caucus — the  public  feel- 
ing is  evidently  against  it.  In  the  present  state  of 
our  country,  an  illegal  assemblage  of  this  sort  would 
only  express  the  private  wishes  and  shew  the  per- 
sonalviexvs  of  individual-^;  it  would  not,  as  formerly, 
bring  about  a gatliering  into  principle,  when  men 
were  given  up  to  measures.  And,  if  there  must 
needs  be  a caucus,  the  members  of  congress  are 
the  worst  of  all  men  to  hold  it,  and  Washington  the 
worst  fitted,  of  all  places, -for  its  convention. 

That  the  “tariff'  bill”  will  pass  at  the  next  session 
is  morally  certain,  by  an  accession  of  power  in  the 
farming  interest,-  men  who  plough  their  own  soil  with 
their  own  hands,  and  seek  a prompt  and  steady 
market  for  the  products  of  theif  own  labor. 

Pirates  or  Cuha.  The  pirates  and  their  parti- 
zans  are  so  numerous  at  Matanzas,  as  to  have  pre- 
pared a number  of  boats  for  the  purpose  of  captur- 
ing the  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  (then  lying  there)* 
on  the  18ih  of  January.  It  is  stated  that  they  ac- 
tually pulled-off  from  shore  for  the  purpose, — but, 
when  they  discovered  that  all  the  officers  and  crew 
were  not  asleep,  they  concluded  that  “the  better 
part  of  valor  was  discretion,”  and  retired.  Catch, 
a -weazle  asleep!” — surprise  an  American  vessel  of 
war  in  an  enemy's  port:’  No — no! 

Several  new  acts  of  outrage  have  been  commit- 
ted by  these  des|>cradoes;  and,  at  Havana,  some  of 
the  officers  tlie  U.  S.  brig  Spark,  attempting  to  go 
a-shore,  were  saluted,  as  they  approached  the  wharf, 
with  broken  bottles  and  stones,  on  account  of  the 
capture  of  the  vessel  lately  sent  into  Norfolk.  Plun- 
der was  selling  at  a low  rate— gold  watches  for  g5j 
pieces  of  muslin  at  jgl;  cochineal  at  glOO  per  se- 
roon,  &c. 

After  the  Spark’s  boat  had  returned,  capt.  Wilk- 
inson went  on  shore  and  remonstrated  against  thd 
outrage— the  governor  assured  him  that  such  acts 
should  be  punished,  and  ofl'ered  him  a file  of  men 
to  conduct  him  to  his  barge.  A young  gentleman* 
formerly  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  but  for  sometime  a re- 
sident of  Havana,  having  observed  fo  the  mob  that 
their  “conduct  was  improper,”  and  added,  “never* 
mind,  com  Porter  will  be  here  soon,”  was  assassi- 
nated on  the  night  that  followed,  being  cut  and  stab-* 
bed  with  knives  in  a most  shocking  manner. 

Matanzas  was,  for  sometime,  as  blockaded  by  a 
piratical  schooner— some  vessels  were  sent  against 
her,  a lUlle  fighting  took  place  and  the  pirate  haul- 
ed olf.  'I’he  Congress  frigate  -was  at  Havana  on  the 
8th  of  February.  ' 

The  captain  general  has  issued  a/superior  order* 
to  prevent  piracticai  depredations  by  the  people  of 
the  island,  and  it  appears  to  be  in  good  faith.  We 
shall  insert  it  hereafter,  though  it  will  not  avail 
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ii;ucli.  “Tile  king  pays  me  but  400  dollars  a year,” 
said  a petty  custom-house  oliicer  at  Havana  to  one 
of  my  friends,  “and  1 am  compelied  to  pay  g500 
for  a dwelling  house — I must  live.'’* 

Louisiana.  A motion  has  been  made  in  the  se- 
nate of  this  state  to  expel  certain  members  from 
that  body,  on  tliis  ground — that  the  parishes  of  Fe 
liciana,  East  Baton  Rouge,  Washington,  St.  Helena 
and  'rarnrnany  form  no  part  of  the  state  of  Louisia- 
na! 'I'he  district  of  country  included  in  these  pa- 
rishes, was  formerly  a partof  wliat  was  called  West 
Florida,  but  added  by  act  of  congress,  in  the  same 
law, we  believe,  that  converted  the  territory  of  Or- 
leans into  an  independent  state  by  the  name  of 
Louisiana.  I’he  population  of  those  parishes  was 
returned  in  the  official  census  of  1810  as  in  Louisi- 
ana, and  the  people  thereof  have  paid  taxes  ever 
since  the  organization  of  the  state,  as  citizens  of  tlie 
same — no  person  before  dreamt  tliat  they  were 
other  tiian  an  integral  part  of  the  state. 

The  motion  above  alluded  to  was  offered  on  the 
22d  of  January  last,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  1st  of  Feb.  We  are  not  yet  advised  of  the 
decision,  but  it  seems  that  a proposition  to  ex- 
punge the  offensive  resolution  from  the  journal, 
had  been  postponed  for  three  days — vvhicli  shews 
that  a majority  was  disposed  to  favor  the  project. 

This  strange  matter  appears  to  grow  out  of  the 
contentions  between  what  vve  must  call,  for  the 
sake  of  distinction,  the  American  and  French  inter- 
ests in  this  state,  which  liave  proceeded  to  very  un- 
happy lengths.  The  population  of  the  aloresaid 
parislies  is  chiefly  American,  and  the  French  party 
seems  to  have  taken  this  summary  mode  to  obtain 
a complete  ascendency  in  tlie  legislature. 

On  this  subjeci.  one  of  the  papers  has  the  follow- 
ing re.il /rks:  “Shou.U  the  seuate  have  the  temerity 
to  pass  tae  resolution  dismissing  the  Florida  sena- 
tors, it  Will  terminate  our  political  organization; 
should  th  ey  violate  the  laws  of  the  congress  of  the 
United  States,  solemnly  acceded  to  by  the  govern- 
ment of  .Louisiana,  we  art.  at  once  involved  in  a civil 
war.  Hie  moment  these  senators  are  dismissed, 
our  polidcal  compact  is  annulled:  the  law  of  force 
becomes  substituted  for  it,  and  their  last  farewell  to 
the  senate  will  be  but  the  precursor  of  anarchy. 
Foreign  Frenchmen!  are  you  prepared  for  these 
serious  consequences?  Are  you  ready  to  wage  war 
against  the  law  s of  the  United  States? 

(j^Since  the  preceding  was  written,  we  have  re- 
ceived a New  Orleans  paper  of  the  SOth  January,  in 
which  it;appears  that  on  the  29lh,  the  senate  pass- 
ed  the  following  resolution  unanimously — and  so  the 
controversy  is  at  an  end,  for  the  present— Whereas 
a certain  resolution  had  been  introduced  into  the  se 
nate,  to  call  in  question  the  right  of  that  part  of 
Florida  which  is  annexed  to  this  state  to  be  re 
presented  in  the  senate  of  the  stale:  Resolved,  that 
the  right  cannot  be  questioned,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
guaranteed  by  a solemn  compact  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  this  state.” 

Each  party  receded — that  which  got  up  the  ori- 
ginal resolution  for  expulsion,  and  the  other  which 
required  its  obliteration  from  the  journal. 

Common  schools.  We  have  the  annual  report  of 
the  superintendent  of  common  schools  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  in  which  a broad  system  for  the  edu- 
cation of  youth  is  operating  with  excellent  effect. 
The  superintendent  says  it  has  “a  decided  superio- 
ty  over  every  other  in  the  union.”  Beturns  have 
been  received  from  52  counties,  containing  649 
wards  or  towns,  the  number  of  school  districts  is 


about  8,000.  Of  these,  5,255  have  reported,  “shew- 
ing,  aniohg  other  particulars,  that  for  the- term  of 
eis;ht  m niths  tiuring  the  last  year,  three  hundred  and 
fifty-one  thousand  one  hundr'.d  and  seventy-three  chil- 
dren W'ere  receiving  a comn.on  school  education, 
being  18,194  more  than  were  educated  in  1821. 
I’lie  system  has  existed  eight  ye.irs,  during  which 
the  sum  of  ^1,200,000  has  been  drawn  from  tlie 
treasury  am!  raised  by  tax  for  its  support:  it  is  esti- 
mated that  3,000,000  more  have  been  contributed 
by  individuals,  making  a grand  total  four  millions, 
besides  the  appropriations  for  colleges  and  acade- 
mies.'* «E\en,  in  Connecticut,”  says  the  report, 
“which  possesses  a larger  school  fund  than  we  do, 
and  wliere  the  school  system  was  establislieJ  and 
in  succe.ssful  operation  long  before  it  was  here  in- 
troduced, the  number  of  children  educated  in  com- 
mon scliools  is,  far  less,  in  proportion  to  its  popu- 
lation, than  it  is  in  this  state.  It  may,  indeed,  well 
be  doubted,  whether  a parallel  example  of  munifi- 
cence, successfuliy  apjdit-d  to  a similar  object,  can 
be  produced  throughout  the  civilized  world. 

“If,  then,  these  grand  and  important  results  have 
been  produced  in  the  short  space  of  eight  years, 
what  may  not  be  anticipated,  when  the  liberal  funds 
and  appropriations  provided  and  secured  by  the 
new  constitution,  shall  have  gone  into  active  and 
productive  operation! 

To  shew  the  povter  of  this  system,  the  return  ex- 
hibits tlie  number  of  children  between  5 and  15 
years  of  age  in  the  several  counties  or  districts — in 
those  in  which  351.173  were  schooled,  the  whole 
number  was  357,029;  difference  only  5,856! 

The  grand  total  of  the  school  fund  is  estimated  at 
1,656,636  dolls,  in  the  making  up  of  which  about  a 
million  of  acres  of  land,  (now  unproductive,  but 
soon  to  be  brought  into  cultivation),  are  valued  only 
at  445,000  dolls.  What  will  the  fund  be  a few 
years  hence? 

Peoguess  of  ouu  countuy.  We  noticed,  in  our 
last  paper,  the  present  state  of  the  Transylvania 
University,  at  which  there  now  are  386  students. 
The  National  Intelligencer,  in  reference  to  this 
same  subject,  says — “Less  than  fifty  years  ago,  the 
now  populous  and  flourishing  state  of  Kentucky  had 
not  a wiiite  inhabitant.  Where  the  Transylvania 
University  now  fJands,  or  near  it,  there  fanged,  in 
1775,  herds  of  thousands  of  buffaloes.” 

Seamen  were  lately  much  wanted  at  New  York. 
Many  of  this  class  of  citizens  hare  changed  the 
place  of  their  homes,  or  entered  into  the  service 
of  foreigners.  Thirteen  dollars  per  month,  and 
10  dollars  bounty  have  been  offered  at  New  York. 

Cotton.  Like  the  cotton  raised  by  Mr.  Dunham, 
on  Long  Island,  some  plants  reared  injConnecticul, 
though  “covered  with  ice  and  snow,  have  matured 
with  equal  certainty  as  the  same  species  at  mid- 
summer.” So  says  a communication  in  the  New- 
York  “Statesman.”  There  is  no  longer  a doubt 
that  it  will  grow  in  the  northern  latitudes,  but  the 
fact  is  not  established  whether,  as  a crop,  it  can  be 
rendered  profitable.  Some  experiments  on  a large 

^It  appears  that  the  sum  granted  by  the  state  to 


colleges  and  academies  amounts  to  gl, 265, 579 

To  medical  science  83,100 

historical  society  12,000 

free  schools  in  cities  26,000 

common  schools  1,232,900 


Crand  total 


2, 618, 57S 
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scale,  we  are  informed,  will  be  made  in  the  present 
year.  In  Illinois,  the  cultivation  is  about  to  be  very 
considerable;  and  we  have  before  us  a sample  of 
cotton  raised  at  Franklin,  Missouri.  It  appears  to 
have  been  cultivated  as  a crop.  Dr.  S.  picked 
10, 272ibs.  off  of  1.0  acres,  before  the  15ili  November, 
and  expected  to  gather  about  2000  more— say 
1200  lbs.  per  acre  — the  aniounl  also  ol  the  crop  ot 
specimen  exhibited. 

The  staple  of  this  cotton  is  a little  shorter  than 
that  of  the  Louisiana  pi-oduct,  and  the  seeds  are 
thought  to  be  larger;  but  still  the  quality  appears  | 
to  be  good.  The  writer  of  the  letter  says  that  he 
has  not  used  any  cotton  in  his  family  for  three  | 
years,  except  what  w'as  raised  in  his  own  neighbor- 
hood. He  was  lately  a farmer  on  the  Lower  lilis- 
sissippi,  and  seems  to  be  well  acquainted  vyith  the 
cultivation,  which  may  be  advantageously  followed 

on  the  Missouri.  

Custom  house  hoxds,  iif.vexue.  See.  .Summary 
extracts  from  a report  of  the  secretary  ol  the  trea- 
sury, dated  5ih  Feb.  1825: 

Estimated  amount  of  bonds,  &c.  1st  Oc- 
tober, 1812  lg27,560,64.5 

Uonds  paid  in  October  and  Novem- 
ber (per  returns)  3,431,449 


CuMBEntAwn  noAD.  Abstract  of  an  official  report 
from  the  treasury  department,  dated  Feb.  19,  1823. 
Whole  amount  appropriated  to  road  1,718,846  35 


Cost  of  surveying  and  locating 

Constructing 

Repairs* 

Salaries  to  superintendents,  lic. 
Miscellaneous 


29,144  25 
1,544,882  70 
16,160  19 
53,034  61 
2,457  45 


Total  1,645,679  20 
Carried  to  surplus  fund  66,810  63 
Advances  unaccounted  for  5,314  85 
Due  the  U.  S.  1,041  67 

73,167  16 


1,718,846  35 

AiiMoniEs  OF  THE  UsiTEi)  STATES.  Statement  of 
expenditures  at  the  national  armories,  and  of  the 
arms  made  and  repaired  therein,  during  the  year 
1322: 

For  land,  buildings,  canals,  repairs  13,286  4.3 

manufact'are  and  repair  of  arms  322,649  53 
miscellanies  1,391  99 

making  patent  rifles,  (not  completed)  8,010  73 


Outstanding  1st  Dec.  1822 


24,129,196 


Payable  in  December  1822  2,339.055 

In  suit  1st  December  1822  2,818,427 

Payable  in  1823  17,426,257 

' Do.  1824  266,409 

The  difference,  1,319,048  dollars,  is  for  bonds 
given  without  surety,  on  the  deposits  of  goods, 
and  the  period  of  the  payment  of  which  is  not 
stated. 

No  2.  A statement,  exhibiting  the  nett  amount  of 
revenue  which  accrued  from  duties  on  snerchan- 
dise,  tonnage,  kc.  of  payments  made  into  the 
treasury,  and  of  expenses  of  collection  of  the 
same,  during  the  years  ending  on  the  31st  of 
Dec.  1816,  1817,  1818,  1819,  1820  and  1821. 

Payments  made  E.xpenses 

Years.  Nett  revenue.  into  the  treasury.  of  eollection. 

Bolls.  Dolls.  Dolls. 

1816  24,484,100  36  36,306,874  88  816.373  50 

1817  17,524.775  15  26,283,348  49  744,810  66 

1818  21,823,451  48  17,176,385  00  746,422  15 

1819  17,116,702  96  20,283,608  76  782,925  40 

1820  12,449,556  15  15,005,612  15  767,222  00 

1821  15,898,434  42  1-3,004,447  15  693,167  13 

No  3.  A statement,  exliibiting  the  balances  out- 
standing of  bonds  taken  for  duties  on  merchan- 
dise imported,  and  debentures  issued  fur  draw- 
back on  merchandise  exported,  commencing  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1821,  and  ending  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1822;  prepared  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  of  the 
9lh  of  January,  1823. 

Balances  outstanding. 


Total  expended  g345,338  48 

Of  which  amount  182,141  16  was  expended  at 
Springfield,  and  163,197  32  at  Harper’s  Ferry. 

Arms  made— 23,200  muskets,  1,440  ball  screws, 
2,200  nippers,  18,794  screw  drivers,  1,320  spring 
vices,  62  pattern  muskets,  42  sets  of  verifying  in- 
struments for  patent  muskets,  1,159  arm  chests — 
and  220  muskets  repaired. 

Of  the  muskets  13,200  were  made  at  Springfield 
and  10,000  at  Harper’s  Ferry;  the  1000  patent  ri- 
fles, not  finished,  are  making  at  the  latter. 

Legislatuhe  of  Mahtland — House  of  Delegates, 
February  20.  The  bill  to  amend  the  constiuition,  as 
relates  to  the  election  of  two  more  delegates  from 
the  city  of  Baltimore  to  the  general  assembly  of  tliia 
state,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  the  question 
put,  shall  the  said  bill  puss? 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  appeared  as 
follows: 

Affirmative — Messrs.  Speaker,  Massey,  Lintlii- 
cum.  Smith,  Stansbury,  Orrick,  Johnson,  Worthing, 
ton,  Lloyd,  Sheredine,  Parker,  Gerry,  Carroll,  Fisli- 
er,  Norris,  Chauncey,  Allen,  J.  P.  Kennedy,  Purvi- 
ance — 19. 

Negative — Messrs.  Millard,  G.  Leigh,  Stone,  Mad- 
dox, Ireland,  Estep,  Howard,  Skinner,  Edelen,  Ro- 
gerson.  Garner,  Lockerman,  Martin,  Jones, Teackle, 
Dennis,  Steele,  Willis,  Hooper,  Cosden,  Hughes, 
Roberts,  Meconiken,  Wright,  Slemaker,  Riley, 
H.  Kemp,  Farquhar,  Boon,  T.  Kennedy,  Drury, 
Galloway,  Williams,  A.  Lee,  Duvall,  Greenwell, 
Hoffman,  Poland — 38. 


On  1st  January, 
31st  March, 
30th  June, 
SOth  Sept. 
31st  Dec. 
31st  March, 
SOth  June, 
SOth  Sept. 


1821, 


1822 


Bondr. 

§17,116, 100 
15,974,659 
17,046,019 
18,171  541 
18  983,864 
18,285  954 
21,904,178 
23,911,732 


Debentures? 

§1,772,365 

1,396,137 

1,474,555 

1,257,921 

1.047.013 

1.014.014 
1,272,297 
1,486,693 


Amount  of  debentures  outstanding  on 
the  1st  day  of  December,  1822,  §2,055,036  49 

Amount  payable  in  1823,  §1,394,085  80 

Am’nt  of  bonds  in  suit,  Dec.  1,1822,  §2,818,427  23 


03^It  is  supposed  that  some  of  the  gentlemen 
who  voted  in  the  negative,  felt  it  a shame  to  allow 
Baltimore  only  iivo  additional  delegates,  seeing  that, 
according  to  population  and  taxation,  the  city  is 
entitled  to  have  sixteen  delegates  in  the  whole,  or 
\ fourteen  additional  members! 

*There  is  a note  to  this  item  saying  “The  charges 
for  repairs  are  so  blended  with  tlie  expenses  of 
constructing,  that  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate  the 
i actual  expenditure  under  this  head;  the  above  is 
j the  only  charge  tiiat  appears  exclusively  for  rc- 
'pairs.” 
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It  is  very  certain  that  no  two  gentlemen,  though 
they  should  labor  day  and  night,  without  allowing 
one  moment  to  refreshment  or  sleep,  can  perform 
their  other  legislative  duties  and  attend  to  the  vast 
mass  of  local  matters  which  the  accumulated  popu- 
lation of  a city  like  Baltimore  requires — yet  wc 
would  not  take  two  additional  delegates  if  we  could 
get  then,;  we  never  will  compromise  with  honor, 
nor  bargain  concerning  a natural  right.  Let  the 
evil  go  on-— the  time  must  come  when  justice  will 
be  done,  and  our  most  disgraceful  constitution  sink 
into  the  contempt  that  it  deserves. 

The  house  of  delegates  have  also  rejected  the 
bill  from  the  senate  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
governor  by  the  people, 

Mr.  Mathews,  the  famous  English  comedian,  has 
instituted  an  action  for  damages,  to  the  amount  of 
gl0,000,  against  Mr.  Buckingham,  editor  of  the 
“Galaxy,”  at  Boston,  for  having  called  him  an  “iti- 
nerant mimic,”  and  for  saying  other  things  of  him, 
which,  though  perhaps  equally  true,  were  offensive 
to  the  performer,  whose  great  merit  certainly  is 
in  his  powers  as  a mimic — if  vve  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  term,  which  Walker  tells  us  is  “a 
ludicrous  imitator,”  &c.  and  such  this  person  most 
assuredly  is.  Witness  his  account  of  his  “youthful 
days,”  in  which  he  describes  his  interviews  with 
Wilkes,  Macklin  and  others.  He  will  not  profit 
much  by  the  procedure;  and,  perhaps,  like  Kean, 
he  may  make  his  in  a passion,"  at  an  early 

day — at  which  we  shall  not  much  repine. 

It  is  subsequently  stated,  in  a Philadelphia  paper, 
that  Mr.  Mathews’  design  was  not  to  prevent  criti- 
ciim  on  his  performances,  but  to  vindicate  his  pri- 
vate character,  as  charged  with  dealing  in  smut  in 
his  recitations. 

Cuba.  Correspondents  of  the  Richmond  Enqui- 
rer positively  state  that  the  rumor  about  the  design 
of  Great  Britain  to  possess  herself  of  Cuba,  is  en- 
tirely groundless.  One  of  these,  under  date  of 
Washington,  February  19,  gives  the  following  state- 
ment:—“ 1 he  British  minister  here,  (Mr.  Canning), 
waited  some  time  ago  upon  Mr.  Adams,  secretary 
state,  and  read  to  him  a letter  from  his  cousin. 
Geo.  Canning,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  rumors  as 
to  Cuba;  denies,  in  the  most  positive  manner,  any 
■wish  or  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, to  obtain  ity  and  expresses  an  opinion  that  it 
would  be  flishonorable  in  them  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  -weakness  of  Spain  for  any  such  purpose.  It 
seems,  too,  that  the  minister  here  was  directed  by 
his  government  to  read  this  letter  to  the  secretary 
of  state.  No  copy  was  furnished,  and  Mr.  Monroe 
directed  Mr.  A.dams  to  apply  and  know  whether  one 
would  be  furnished.  It  is  said  he  has  not  bad  an 
answer,  but  that  it  -will  not.  This  is  all  the  informa- 
tion our  government  has  on  the  subject, 

Porto  Rico.  One  of  the  privateers,  alias  pirates, 
belonging  to  this  island,  lately  captured  the  Ame- 
rican brig  Essex,  of  Gloucester,  from  St.  Thomas  to 
New  Orleans,  and,  after  abusing  the  officers  and 
crew  in  the  most  dastardly  manner,  they  run  the 
brig  ashore  near  Cupe  Roxo,  under  full  sail,  when 
an  indiscriminate  plunder  took  place,  breaking  up 
and  destroying  whatever  they  pleased.  The  brig 
was  afterwards  got  off  and  carried  into  £he  bay  of 
Roxo.  The  captain  was  carried  to  Mayaguez,  where, 
after  a mock  trial,  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  con- 
demned as  good  prize,  when  the  people  were 
turned  adrift,  &c.  to  do  as  well  as  they  could  in  a 
strange  country.  The  brig  Adeline,  of  Boston, 


bound  to  Curracoa,  via  St.  Thomas,  has  also  been 
captured  and  carried  into  Porto  Rico— the  people 
on  board  of  her  were  flogged  and  basely  treated, 
by  the  pnvaleers’-raen. 

Strange  event.  What  would  lord  Sheffield, 
(who  “made  a book”  about  the  United  States),  say 
to  the  following,  if  he  were  now  living.? 

A Cincinnati  paper  of  the  31st  Jan.  contains  the 
following  details  of  a sealing  and  whaling  voyage 
about  to  be  undertaken  from  that  place: — “ The 
general  plan  of  the  voyage  is  this:  Two  vessels, 

each  of  350  tons  burthen,  and  a tender  of  70  or  80 
tons,  are  to  be  built  in  this  place  and  fitted  out  for 
the  Pacific  or  Indian  ocean.  The  vessels  are  to  be 
commanded  by  captains  Mack  and  Molthrop,  to 
whose  enterprize  and  public  spirit  we  are  told  the 
scheme  owes  its  origin.  An  association  has  been 
formed  and  a board  of  trustees  appointed  to  pro- 
vide the  means  of  building  the  vessels  and  over- 
seeing and  carrying  on  the  work.  The  expense 
of  the  building  and  outfit  is  estimated  at  80,000 
dollars,  with  the  privilege  of  extending  it  to 
100,000.  This  is  made  into  stock,  and  divided  into 
shares  of  100  dollars  each,  to  be  taken  up  by  the 
citizens  of  this  place  and  country  generally.  The 
building  is  to  be  commenced  so  soon  as  40,000  dol- 
lars shall  have  been  subscribed,  and  the  time  of 
sailing  is  limited  to  as  early  a date  in  the  spring  of 
1824  as  practicable.  This  presents  a general  out- 
line of  the  plan,  the  particulars  of  which,  as  we 
have  above  stated,  may  be  seen  by  those  who  feel 
an  interest  in  its  success,  at  the  commercial  reading 
room,  ailjoining  the  Cincinnati  hotel.” 

New  Hope  bank.  A committee  ofthe  New  Hope 
Delaware  Bridge  company  have  published  a report 
from  which  yte  learn  the  following  particulars;  On. 
the  14th  September  last,  William  Maris,  the  presi- 
dent ofthe  company,  was  indebted  to  it  individually, 
and  as  a partner  with  others,  in  the  immense  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  twelve  thousand  and  seventy  nine 
dollars,  being  more  than  three  times  the  amount 
of  its  active  capital;  of  this  sum  Wm.  Maris  had 
overdrawn  the  office  individually  forty-four  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  twenty  seven  dollars.  Of 
these  debts  and  overdrafts  the  managers  ofthe  com- 
pany “were  kept  in  utter  ignorance,”  and  the  in- 
formation did  not  come  from  Wm.  Maris.  The 
committee  staves  various  propositions  which  had 
been  made  to  Wm.  Maris,  which  he  had  rejected, 
and  various  promises  which  he  had  made  and  failed 
to  perform.  There  is  little  prospect  that  any  of 
the  notes  will  ever  be  paid.  The  legislature  are 
now  in  session  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  pass  a law 
against  svnndling.  This  case,  and  the  case  of  the 
Northern  Liberties’  bank,  and  many  recent  occur- 
rences, call  loudly  for  some  prompt  and  efficient 
legislative  interposition.~ile;n  Press. 

Re  appointments — by  the  president,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate,  the  original 
appointments  having  been  made  by  him  during  the 
late  recess  of  the  senate. 

John  McLean,  of  Ohio,  commissioner  of  the  ge- 
neral land  office,  vice  Josiah  Meigs,  deceased. 

Jidam  Lynn,  of  the  district  of  Columbia,  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Alexandria. 

John  Cox,  ofthe  same  district,  justice  ofthe  peace 
for  the  county  of  Washington. 

Re  appointments  in  cases  where  the  original  appoint- 
ments were  limited  by  law,  and  have  expired,  or 
will  expire,  before  tlie  next  meeting  of  the  se- 
nate. 
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Lexois  Cajfs,  governor  of  Michigan,  from  lllh  Fe- 
bruary, 1823 

Andrexo  Scott,  of  Arkansas,  judge  in  Arkansas, 
from  the  3d  .March,  1823. 

Jacob  Beeson,  of  Virginia,  attorney  for  the  West- 
ern district  of  Virginia,  from  the  2d  March,  1823. 

Jepthak  Hardin,  of  llfmois,  attorney  of  Illinois, 
from  2d  March,  1823.  I 

Thomas  G.  Thonuon,  of  Maine,  marshal  of  Maine, 
from  9th  January,  1823. 

Michael  McClary,  of  New  Hampshire,  marshal 
of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  16th  January, 1823. 

John  Conard,  of  Pennsylvania,  marshal  for  Penn- 
sylvania,  from  the  11th  February,  1823. 

John  Mcholso?i,  of  Louisiana,  marshal  for  Louisi- 
ana, from  27th  January,  1823. 

Ilemon  Allen,  of  Vermont,  marshal  for  Vermont, 
from  14th  December,  1822- 

Oliver  Jl\  0,?den,  of  New  Jersey,  marshal  for  New 
Jersey,  from  17th  December,  1822- 

Robert  Crittenden,  of  Arkansas,  secretary  of  Ar 
kansas,  from  3d  March,  1823. 

Jonah  Thompson,  Jacob  Hoffman,  Robert  Young, 
Amos  Alexander,  Abranam  Faw,  and  James  Carson, 
of  the  district  of  Colu.mbia,  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  Alexandria,  from  16th  December, 
1822. 

Francis  Peyton,  JVewion  Keene,  JValhaniel  Wise, 
and  Jacob  Morgan,  of  the  same  district,  justices  of 
the  peace  for  the  same  county,  from  the  17th  April, 
1823. 

Thomas  Peter,  Wil’iam  Thornton,  Thomas  Corco- 
ran,  Samuel  JV  Smallwood,  Thomas  Fenwick,  John 
J5.  Kirby,  Samuel  H.  Smith,  Daniel  Rapine,  JYicholas 
Young,  John  Threlkeld.  Daniel  Reintzel,  U illiam 
Waters,  and  Joseph  Forrest,  of  the  same  district, 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Washington, 
from  16th  Dec.  1822. 

Richard  S.  Briscoe,  of  the  same  district,  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  same  county,  from  the  30th 
November,  1822. 

Tench  Ringgold,  of  the  district  of  Columbia,  mar- 
shal  of  the  said  district,  from  the  3d  March,  1823. 

FOREIGN  NEWS. 

Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Several  persons  have 
been  arre  .ted  at  Dublin,  charged  with  having  con 
spired  to  kill  and  murder  his  excellency  Richard 
marquis  Wellesley,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  They 
have  been  fully  committed  to  prison.  This  outrage 
appears  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the  orange- 
men,  on  account  of  the  liberal  opinions  of  the  lord 
lieutenant.  ‘No  popery’  was  the  cry  of  the  ruffians, 
and  some  accounts  lead  us  to  suppose  that  a con- 
spiracy was  formed  which  pretty  nearly  amounted 
to  high  treason! 

Many  things  have  lately  happened,  which  seem, 
ingly  indicate  a change  of  the  policy  of  Great  Bri- 
toin  in  regard  to  the  Greeks.  It  is  even  intimated 
that  they  will  be  decidedly  protected.  The  Greeks 
have,  so  far,  shewn  that  they  can  protect  them- 
selves; but  they  must  want  supplies  of  all  sorts. 

An  old  resurrection  man,  it  is  said,  had  the  sin- 
gular good  luck  to  pounce  upon  the  field  of  Wa. 
terloolike  another  vulture,  and  to  bring  away  as 
many  teeth  as  sold  to  the  dentists  for  6£20,000. 

The  deaths  within  the  city  of  London,  from  the 
11th  of  December,  1821,  to  the  10th  of  December, 
1822,  amounted  to  18,865,  of  which  3,608  died  of 
consumption;  2,929  of  convulsions;  851  of  dropsy; 
1,121  of  fever;  757  of  whooping  cough;  1,308  of 
inflammation;  218  of  insanity;  2,601  of  old  age  and 
debility,  and  604  of  small  pox.  Of  this  whole  num- 
her,  9,/183  were  males,  and  9,382  females. 


In  the  same  period  there  were  23,373  persons 
christened,  viz— 11,986  males  and  11,405  females. 

J\'etherlands.  There  liave  been  so  ne  serious  riots 
in  this  country.  Tlie  king  has  demanded  10,000 
men  that  he  may  maintain  his  authority. 

Spain.  The  “army  of  the  faith”  is  yet  in  force 
in  the  north  of  Spain,  though  often  defeated.  One 
j body  IS  said  to  be  4,000  strong;  and  is  reported 
to  have  gained  some  advantages  ov;;r  the  patrio's. 
General  O’Donnell  is  at  the  head  of  this  force. 

The  Cortes  are  on  the  alert — making  all  possible 
preparation  for  events;  there  is  no  doubt,  at  pre- 
sent, but  that  the  interference  of  the  allies  will  be 
rejected,  and  that  Spain  will  contend  for  the  “right 
to  manage  her  own  affairs  in  her  own  way.” 

It  is  positively  stated  that  a treaty  of  alliance  has 
been  concluded  between  Spain  and  Portugal. 

Three  ships  of  the  line  and  two  frigates  were 
about  to  sail  from  Cadiz  for  Lima. 

It  is  announced  that  the  French  government  has 
given  up  the  ex-general  baron  d’Eroles,  and  others 
of  the  “army  of  the  faith,”  “who  had  taken  refuge 
in  their  territory  to  escape  the  punishment  of  their 
crimes  ” This  looks  pacific 

PorUigal.  The  queen,  (sister  of  Ferdinand  of 
Spain),  has  refused  to  swear  to  the  new  constitution 
— so  she  has  been  sent  into  retirement  for  the  bene- 
fit of  her  health  , under  charge  of  ten  physicians! — 
this  measure  has  been  adopted  to  prevent  her  ex- 
pulsion, as  a refractory  person. 

Italy.  Canova,  the  celebrated  sculptor  at  Rome, 
has  left  behind  him  a fortune  of  7,000,000  of  francs, 
a sum  not  far  short  of  =f300,000  sterling. 

Germany.  The  disorders  in  the  universities  do 
not  appear  to  have  wholly  subsided. 

Rothschild,  of  Frankfort,  had  lately  transmitted 
the  value  of  6,000,000  florins  in  gold,  to  Russia. 
The  price  of  this  metal  has  raised  considerably. 

Russia.  It  is  stated  that  the  Emperor  Alexander, 
who  was  so  zealous  a patron  of  missions  a few  years 
ago,  has  shut  the  mouths  of  the  Moravian  missiona- 
ries at  Sarepta.  He  has  refused  them  the  liberty 
to  .baptize  or  convert  the  heathen  Calmucs,  and  has 
reduced  them  to  be  mere  distributors  of  bibles — 
even  one  word  in  the  way  of  commentary  being 
forbidden.  The  prohibition  extends  to  all  Protes- 
tant missions  in  Russia. 

Turkey.  A letter  from  Hydra,  dated  Nov.  25, 
details  the  attack  upon  the  Turkish  fleet,  in  the 
bay  of  Tenedos,  by  fire  ships,  conducted  by  c.apt. 
Canaris,  the  intrepid  officer  who  blew  up  the  ship 
of  the  captain  pacha  on  the  coast  of  Scio,  the  scene 
of  his  barbarity.  A more  desperately  daring  adven- 
ture than  this,  seems  never  to  have  been  underta- 
ken. Two  fire  ships  were  carried  into  the  midst 
of  the  Turks  by  Canaris — with  one  of  them,  he 
struck  directly  at  the  admiral’s  sliip,  of  84  guns — 
it  was  soon  destroyed,  and  not  more  than  20  or  30 
of  the  whole  crew  escaped — two  frigates,  lying 
near,  shared  tlie  same  fate.  The  other  fire  ship, 
though  attached  to  a vessel  of  the  line,  failed  to^io 
much  execution.  A storm  followed  before  tlie 
Turks  had  recovered  from  their  consternation,  iit 
which  they  lost  four  frigates  and  twelve  brigs,  and 
one  of  their  corvettes  was  captured. 

On  the  return  of  the  Greek  division  to  the  port 
of  Psara,  the  Ephori  of  the  isle,  followed  by  an  im- 
mense crowd  of  men  and  women  of  all  ages,  came 
down  to  the  bank,  where  they  received  the  caplaiui 
and  their  crews  with  cries  of  “long  live  the  heroes 
of  Tenedos!  honor  to  the  brave!  long  live  the  illus- 
trious defenders  of  our  independence!”  J'he  pre- 
sident of  the  Ephoritiien  advanced  and  placing  h 
laurel  crown  on  the  head  of  Canaris,  said,  “Your 
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grateful  country  honors  the  conqueror  of  two  of 
the  enemy’s  admirals.”  The  magis'trates  receiving 
him  afterwards  in  th®  midst  of  them,  and  causing 
him  to  be  accompanied  by  all  his  brethren  in  arms, 
returned  to  the  town,  followed  by  the  people,  who 
made  the  air  resound  with  their  cries  of  joy.  In  this 
order  they  arrived  at  the  cathedral  church  of  the 
isle,  where  they  sang  Te  Deum.  This  ceremony 
was  succeded  by  prolonged  discharges  of  artillery. 
At  the  same  instant,  Mr.  Hamilton,  commander  of 
the  English  vessel  the  Cambrian,  entered  the  port, 
and  demanded,  on  his  landing,  the  cause  of  these 
rejoicings.  Being  informed  of  the  fresh  disaster  of 
the  Ottoman  fleet,  he  desired  to  see  capt.  Canaris. 

After  the  compliments,  which  captain  Hamilton 
passed  upon  his  courage  and  skill,  he  asked  him 
how  the  Greeks  prepared  their  Are  ships  to  make 
them  succeed  so  we'l?  “As  to  preparing  them,” 
replied  the  patriot  capt.  “we  follov/  your  method, 
commander;  but,  to  make  them  succeed,  we  have 
a secret  which  we  keep  concealed  here,  (placing 
his  hand  upon  his  heart);  it  is  the  love  of  indepen- 
dence which  has  enabled  us  to  discover  this  secret.” 
The  British  and  French  now  appear  to  be  some- 
what disposed  to  respect  the  blockade  made  by  the 
Greek  government. 

The  Turkish  general  OmarUrioni  has  experienc- 
ed a signal  defeat  at  Missolonghi,  by  which,  it  is 
said,  that  all  Western  Greece  has  been  liberated. 
The  adverse  parties  contended  three  days,  when 
the  arrival  of  a Greek  fleet  decided  the  controversy. 
Many  Turks  were  killed,  and  they  also  lost  three 
ships. 

The  London  Sun,  a ministerial  paper,  has  the  fol- 
lowing conclusion  to  a paragraph  respecting  the 
success  of  the  Greeks:  “There  is  reason  to  believe 
that  the  opinion  which  has  for  some  time  prevailed,, 
respecting  the  new  policy  of  England  towards  the 
cause  of  Greece,  is  well  founded.  It  is  the  obvious 
policy  of  Great  Britain  to  procure  the  erection  of 
Greece  into  an  independent  state,  if  possible  -with  the 
consent  of  Turkey^  in  which  case  an  alliance  might 
be  formed  between  Great  Britain,  the  Greeks  and 
Turkey,  to  protect  the  remaining  dominions  of  the 
porte  against  the  encroachments  of  Russia.” 

There  are  various  reports  of  great  disturbances 
Constantinople — some  say  that  the  Janissaries 
had  risen,  plundered  the  treasury  and  caused  the 
flight  of  the  sultan,  who  had  beheaded  some  of  his 
late  favorites, 

Persia  is  still  carrying  on  the  war  against  the 
Turks — the  latter  were  severely  defeated  on  the 
3rd  of  Aug.  near  Tabriz,  with  the  loss  of  15  pieces 
of  artillery,  all  their  tents,  baggage,  &c.  The  Per- 
sians, however,  were  afflicted  with  the  cholera  mor- 
bus, by  which  many  died. 

East  Indies.  A letter  from  Batavia,  dated  in  Nov. 
says — 

On  the  16th  inst.  a tremendous  Volcano  poured 
forth  stones  and  lava,  from  a mountain  situated  in 
the  Benjean  Regencies,  about  200  miles  from  the 
city.  Five  thousand  natives  were  buried  by  the 
stones  and  ashes.  Three  hundred  have  been  found 
most  dreadfully  burnt,  and  but  faint  hopes  are  en 
tertained  of  the  recovery  of  most  of  them.  This 
place  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  highly 
cultivated  sections  of  the  interior  of  this  rich  island. 
Coffee  and  rice  grew  luxuriantly  and  plentifully 
there. 

The  same  letter  observes  that  “millions  of  new 
coffee  trees”  lately  planted,  are  expected  to  yield 
fruit  in  1823. 

The  Nerbuda,  a great  river  of  Hindoston,  rose 
30  feet  in  36  hours,  and  overflowed  200  square 


miles  of  cultivated  country.  At  Surat,  also,  three 
fourths  of  the  city  was  inundated,  and  1000  houses 
swept  away  by  the  flood.  From  1500  to  2000  houses 
at  Boorhampoor  were  destroyed  by  the  overflow 
of  the  Taptee,  and  many  were  lost. 

Porto  Rico.  The  Pancheta,  captured  and  sent 
into  Charleston  and  there  released,  has  arrived  at 
St.  John’s,  where  she  was  greeted  by  thousands.  , 

Vengeance  was  sworn  and  several  new  priva- 
teers designed  to  be  fitted  out.  An  American  ves- 
sel with  a cargo  of  coffee,  from  St.  Tliomas  for 
jYe'iv  Orleans,  has  been  captured  by  one  of  them 
apd  condemned  at  Porto  Rico! 

Colombia.  Santa  Martha  has  been  taken  by  the 
“Indians  of  theCienega,”  and  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants killed.  Morales,  with  800  Europeans  and 
4000  natives,  is  said  to  have  evacuated  .Maracaybo 
and  marched  towards  Caraccas,  followed  by  Mon- 
tiila,  with  about  the  same  force.  A battle  was  ex- 
pected, and  the  supposition  is  that  Morales  must,  at 
last,  be  destroyed,  the  patriots  now  having  command 
of  the  sea. 

It  is  said  that  the  Colombian  privateer  brig  Eagle, 
belonging  to  commodore  Daniels,  has  made  three 
prizes,  one  valued  at  5^100,000,  another  at  21,000, 
the  third  at  115,000 — a considerable  part  of  which 
is  specie. 

It  is  reported  that  :Morales  sent  out  a body  of  150 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  col.  Todd,  our  agent  in 
Colombia,  wlien  in  the  neighborhood  ofTruxillo — 
but  it  did  not  succeed. 

Mexico.  There  was  a succession  of  earthquakes 
at  Grenada  about  the  1st  of  December,  most  of 
the  houses  were  thrown  down  or  cracked — the 
ground  moved  like  the  billows  of  the  sea,  and  per- 
sons walking  on  it  became  dizzy.  For  several 
weeks,  the  people  were  kept  in  continued  alarm, 
and  carried  about  images,  one  of  which,  they  be- 
lieved, had  been  found  in  a box  that  floated  up  the 
river  against  the  current! 

Gens.  Santa  Anna  and  Victoria  yet  held  their 
ground  against  the  emperor,  and  appear  to  have 
had  some  battles  with  him  at  Xalapa,  &c.  with  par- 
tial success.  But  Vera  Cruz  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
imperialists.  The  patriot  chiefs  have  published  a 
plan  of  government,  the  flrst  article  of  v/hich  datr.ps 
our  zeal  for  their  success — it  is,  that  no  other  than 
the  Roman  catholic  religion  shall  be  tolerated. 


Case  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 

IX  TRE  HOUSE  OF  REPHESF.XTATIVES — FEB.  8,  1823. 
Report  of  a select  committee,  appointed  to  inquire  -whe- 
ther any  legislative  provision  is  necessary,  for  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkinsy 
accompanied  ivith  a bill  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any 
legislative  provision  is  necessary  for  the  final  ad- 
justment of  the  accounts  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
esq.  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 
Tlie  vice-president  of  the  United  States  has  se- 
veral demands  against  the  government,  a part  of 
which  are  opposed,  not  because  they  are  unjust,  but 
because  they  are  not  considered  as  coming  within 
the  rules  of  office,  and  can  only  be  allowed  when 
a law  shall  pass,  authorizing  the  departments  to 
admit  and  settle  them. 

These  demands  may  be  classed  under  the  follow- 
ing heads: 

1st,  Interst  on  sums  of  money  advanced  by  him 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  from  the  dates 
of  the  advances  to  the  time  of  reimbursement. 
2d,  Reasonable  commissions  for  disbursing 
■ ^1,982,000,  under  the  orders  of  government. 
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in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  triore  than  two 
thirds  of  which  was  procured  by  himself  from 
indi>idiials,  and  various  corporations,  under 
pledges  of  personal  responsibility  to  make 
good  the  payment. 

3d,  Ir;demnity  for  losses  incurred  by  the  frauds 
and  failures  of  sub-agents,  to  whom  money  has 
been  advanced  through  his  lianrls;  and, 

4th,  lieparation  for  losses  actually  sustained  in 
consequence  of  any  failure,  on  tlie  part  of  go- 
vernment, to  fulfil  its  engagements,  to  send 
money,  and  advance  treasury  notes  to  him,  to 
be  deposited  in  banks,  as  pledges  for  the  re- 
payment of  loans,  taken  by  him  at  the  request 
of  the  governuient  for  the  use  of  the  treasury 
To  understand  these  claims  and  form  a just  opi 
nicn  of  their  merits,  it  will  be  proper  to  rec 'llect, 
that  the  claimant  was  governor  of  the  state  o;  New- 
York,  from  the  year  1807,  uiuil  the  28th  of  Febnia 
ry,  1817,  when  he  resigned  that  oflice  to  till  the 
one  which  he  now  holds.  1 hat  war  was  declared 
between  the  United  States  and  Gieal  Britain,  on 
the  18th  June,  1312.  That  the  frontier  of  New- 
York  was  sometimes  invaded,  and  constantly  threat- 
ened from  the  commcncen;ent  of  hostilities  to  the 
end  of  the  w'ar.  That  large  detachments  of  militia 
from  that  state  were  called  out  upon  requisitions  of 
the  general  government,  from  time  to  time,  from 
the  spring  of  1812,  until  the  peace  of  1815.  'I'hat 
the  system  established  to  supply  and  pay  the  mili 
tia,was  imperfect  and  inadequate  to  the  emergency, 
and  that,  consequently,  the  governor  ofNew-Y-.rk, 
in  addition  to  the  novel  and  arduous  duties  devolv 
ing  on  his  station,  was  compelled  to  execute  ex 
traordinary  ai  d perplexing  service.s,  belonging, 
properly,  to  subordinate  ofheers  and  agents. 

1 he  committee  find,  from  the  exhibits,  as  admit, 
ted  on  each  side,  that  the  governor  did  disburse 
gl, 982, 000  for  the  government,  in  the  course  of  the 
late  war,  for  which  he  was  held  responsible,  and 
required  to  account  at  various  bureaus  of  the 
treasury  and  war  departments.  If  the  items  of  this 
aggregate  sum  had  been  passed,  as  they  sliould 
have  been,  directly  from  the  war  department  into 
the  hands  of  proper  disbursing  officers,  the  sus 
pended  vouchers  and  rejected  claims  would  have 
been  adjusted  by  such  officers  in  the  usual  manner, 
and  the  frauds  and  accidental  losses  must  have  fal 
len  on  the  treasury,  as,  in  fact,  they  did  in  every 
other  case,  save  that  of  the  present  claimant.  In 
all  other  instances  the  contractors,  quarter  masters, 
paymasters  and  public  agents,  accounted  directly 
with  the  departments,  and  the  treasury  had  to  lose 
what  they  failed  to  vouch  for,  or  make  good:  In 

this  case,  and  this  alone,  the  government  held  the 
civil  and  military  chief  of  a state  responsible  for 
sums  of  money  which  w'ere  passed  through  his  hands 
into  those  of  the  disbursing  agents,  a part  of  whom 
were  acting,  not  for  him  or  his  state,  but  for  the 
federal  government  and  the  nation. 

In  the  year  1814,  the  governor  was  intrusted  with 
the  command  of  the  military  district,  No.  3,  includ- 
ing the  state  of  New-York  and  other  contiguous 
parts  of  the  union.  On  the  15th  September,  1814, 
a letter  was  addressed  to  him,  by  the  acting  secre- 
tary of  war,  now  president  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  he  says,  “general  Macomb,  at  Plattsburg,  is 
“ in  danger  from  a superior  force  marching  against 
“ him,  and  general  Brown  is  alike  exposed  to  immi- 
‘ nent  danger.  It  is  in  the  power  of  your  state  to 
'*  make  an  exertion  that  will,  not  only  save  those 
“ armies,  but  crush  the  British  force  employed 
‘ again.st  them.  May  I entreat  you  to  call  out  such 
‘ a force  in  each  quarter  immediately,  and  hurry  it 


“to  the  scene  of  action.  I do  not  go  into  any  de- 
“tail,  because  you  are  too  well  acquainted  with  all 
“ the  circumstances  meriting  attention  to  require  it, 

“ Gen.  Izjtd  is  marching  to  the  aid  of  gen.  Brown, 

“ but,  as  he  lakes  Sackett’s  Harbor  in  his  route, 
“and  depends  on  a conveyance  thence  by  water 
“by  commodore  Chauiice}’s  Holilla,  there  is  much 
“uncertainly  in  his  ir.ovcjnent,  I \vi.-.h  your  mea- 
“ sures  to  be  taken  independentiy  of  ail  cai'^  ulution 
“ on  him,  since  the  exp-  nse  attending  them  count 
“ as  nothing, compared  witli  the  sah’ation  ol  Brown’s 
“ army,  and  of  t!ie  post  of  Sackt-ii’s  Harbor,  which 
“must  also  (Jaiin  your  aticntion.  It  is  tiic  object 
“ of  tl'.e  enemy  to  overwht  Im  us  this  campaij^n;  and 
“I  have  satisfactory  reason  to  believe,  that  they 
“indiiige  the  presumptuous  hope  of  penetrating 
“from  the  laic  s,  by  Albany,  to  the  city  of  New- 
“ York,  A vigorous  and  manly  exertion  is,  therc- 
“ fore,  p.articularly  necessary  on  your  part” 

3 his  letter  calls  for  services  of  no  ordinary  clia- 
racter;  the  magnitude  of  which  will  not  be  dimi- 
nished by  recollections  of  the  time.  'Hie  condition 
of  the  treasury;  the  disasters  of  the  year;  the  hos- 
tile arr.iy  upon  our  bordei  s of  veteran  legions,  fresh 
from  hrlds  of  victory  in  Europe,  united  to  deepen 
the  solicitude,  and  darken  the  prospect  of  the  mo- 
ment. At  snch  a crisis,  was  the  governor  called 
upon  to  take  the  field  in  force,  am!  check  the  ad- 
verse tide  of  war.  The  treasury  w’as  acknowledged 
to  be  unable  to  furni.sh  the  necessary  funds  'I  lie 
governor  was  requested  to  call  out  an  army  that 
should  “crush  the  enen  y,”  and  was  obliged  to  raise 
the  necessary  funds,  and  to  execute  the  service. 
He  found  the  means  of  doing  both,  and,  from  that 
tune  to  this,  he  has  been  struggling  with  embarrass- 
ments, produced  by  his  engagements  and  resjionsi- 
bilities  for  the  public. 

rhe  committee  is  satisfied  that  he  made  ad- 
vances to  the  govermnent:  that  he  borrowed  about 
§1,382,827,  from  various  corporations,  to  aid  the 
natif'iial  treasury  and  promote  the  public  service. 
That  those  loans  were  procured  by  him,  at  the  earn- 
est iiitreaties  of  the  president  ami  the  acting  secre- 
tary of  war.  That,  to  aid  him  in  procuring  loans 
immediately,  the  government  promised  to  send 
him  treasury  notes  in  thirty  or  forty  days^  which  he 
was  directed  to  pledge  at  §li0,000  for  §100,000. 
That,  between  the  first  of  December,  i8l4.  and  the 
17lh  of  January,  1815,  he  found  means  to  borrow 
§1,098,500,  (part  of  the  foregoingsum),  from  seve- 
ral corporations,  including  a loan  of  §400,000  from 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York;  for  all 
which  it  appears  that  he  had  to  make  himself  per- 
sonally responsible  by  contracts;  relying,  on  hi? 
part,  upon  the  promise  of  government  to  advance 
the  treasury  notes,  and  take  up  his  obligations. 
That  a part  only  of  the  notes,  (say  §850,000),  were 
sent  in  proper  time  to  relieve  him.  That  the  city 
corporation  pressed  him  for  the  promised  deposite, 
and  for  repayment,  and  that  he  was  held  up  as  a de- 
faulter, That  the  failure  of  government  put  it  out 
of  his  power  to  sustain  his  credit  in  the  banks,  for 
such  large  sums;  that  his  previous  attention  to 
public  affairs  had  compelled  him  to  neglect  his  own; 
and  that  the  heavy  pressure  uf  those  loans  produc- 
ed a derangement  in  his  private  concerns,  which 
brought  upon  him,  as  he  contends,  an  actual  and 
specific  loss  of  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

The  peculiar  and  complicated  duties  which  were 
devolved  upon  the  governor,  as  civil  and  military 
chief  of  the  state,  and  district  referred  to,  and  the 
special  circumstances  under  which  he  was  called 
upon  to  raise  and  disburse  funds  for  the  federal  go- 
vernment, entitled  him  to  expect  an  exact  and 
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prompt  performance  of  its  promises,  and  a speedy 
reimbursement  to  relieve  him  from  his  embarrass- 
ments. 

It  is  admitted  that  public  moneys  sent  to  him,  or 
raised  by  him,  have  been  faithfully  applied  to  the 
public  service,  or  kept  in  deposite  in  banks,  or  with 
public  ag'ents,  ready  to  be  used  at  any  moment. 
That  he  served  his  country  faithfully  and  efTectually, 
is  known  to  all.  That  he  ran  imminent  risks  to 
serve  it,  is  beyond  a doubt.  That  the  treasury /uzV- 
ed  to  fuljil  its  engagement  with  him,  is  no  less  cer 
tain;  and  it  is  manifest,  that  no  citizen  could  sustain 
himself  without  loss  against  the  heavy  pressure  of 
such  large  sums.  That  be  foresaw  the  perils  which 
afterwards  assailed  him,  is  proven  by  the  honora- 
ble Rufus  King,  who  conversed  with  him  in'  the  au 
tumn  of  1814,  about  “the  condition  of  the  public 
treasury;  the  unprotected  state  of  the  city  of  New" 
York,  and  the  inability  of  the  general  govern- 
ment  to  protect  it;  and  urged,  from  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  Providence  had  placed  him, 
that  it  was  his  solemn  duty  to  make  great  exer 
“ tions  and  to  assume  great  responsibilities.  That 
the  state,  in  a great  measure,  looked  to  him  for 
« its  protection,  and  that  he  must  call  out  the  mili- 
tia  and  find  resources  to  pay  them.  That  the 
“ governor  had  stated,  in  reply,  that  he  was,  al 
“ read}%  committed  very  deeply,  and  that,  if  he 
«*  should  go  farther  in  pecuniary  responsibilities, 
he  must  do  it  at  the  risk  of  ruin;  on  which  Mr.  King 
solemnly  urged  him  to  go  on,  and  do  his  duty,  and 
if  ruin  was  the  consequence,  to  consent  to  endure 
it,  and  look  to  the  honor  and  gratitude  of  hiscoun- 
“try.”  He  did  so— he  performed  all  that  was  re 
quired,  and  more  than  was  promised  or  expected 
from  him.  This  is  known  alike  to  the  committee 
and  the  country,  and  is  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
the  day.  Your  committee  must  repeat,  that  the 
governor  foresaw  the  hazard  he  was  running,  that 
he  took  that  hazard,  fearlessly  and  generously  as 
became  a patriot,  trusting  to  the  honor  and  justice 
of  his  country. 

On  an  examination  and  consideration  of  the  ac- 
counts and  claims,  with  all  tlie  attending  circum- 
stances, it  appears  to  your  committee, 

1st,  That  it  is  no  more  than  an  act  of  justice  to 
allow  interest  on  all  moneys  advanced  by  Mr. 
Tompkins,  on  account  of  the  public,  from  the 
time  of  his  making  svich  advances,  to  the  time 
of  his  being  reimbursed. 

2d,  That  it  would  be  just  and  equitable,  to  allow 
a reasonable  commission  on  all  moneys  disburs- 
ed by  him,  during  the  late  war, 
jd,  That  he  should  be  indemnified  for  losses  sus- 
tained "by  him,  in  consequence  of  any  failure 
on  the  part  of  government  to  fulfil  its  engage- 
ments, to  send  him  money  apd  treasury  notes, 
within  the  time  specified,  to  be  deposited  in 
certain  banks,  as  collateral  security  for  loans 
procured  by  him,  at  the  request  and  on  the  ac 
count  of  government. 

4th,  That  he  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible 
for  losses  incurred  by  any  frauds  or  failures  of 
sub-a{?ents,  to  whom  moneys  were  advanced 
through  his  hands. 

YVith  this  view  of  the  subject,  a bill,  accompany- 
ing this  report,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A BILL 

To  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Daniel  D Tompkins,  late  governor  of  the  state 
of  New  York. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate^  and  house  of  represen- 
tatives^  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled.  That  the  proper  accounting  officers  of 


the  treasury  be,  and  they  are  liereby,  authorizid 
to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  and  cli;:ms  of  Da- 
niel 1).  Tompkins,  late  governor  of  tlie  state  of 
New  \ ork,  on  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  sub- 
ject to  the  revision  and  final  decision  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fui'iher  enacted.  That  nothing 
contained  in  tlie  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
“an  act  making  appropriatious  for  the  support  of 
government,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty  t»vo,  ami  lor  other  purposes,’' 
passed  April  Iwcntiii  h,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two,  shall  be  construed  to  extend  or 
apply  to  the  said  Daniel  D,  Tompkins. 


Appointment  of  Midshipmen. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  naval  affairs,  on  a propo 
sition  to  apportiori  the  midshipmen  among  the  several 
states. 

HOUSE  op  REl'HESEXTATIVES,  PER.  17,  1823, 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  committee  on  naval  aftuir.s, 
to  whom  was  committed  a resolution  respecting  the 
equal  selection  of  midshipmen  for  the  navy,  Vrom 
the  different  slates,  made  the  following  report: 

By  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  ot 
the  constitution  of  the  U.  States,  the  president  is 
vested  with  power,  by  and  with  tlie  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  senate,  to  nominate  and  appoint  all  offi- 
cers, whose  appointment  is  not  otherwise  provided 
for  by  the  constitution;  thus  giving  him  tlie  exer- 
cise of  his  discretion,  without  any  limitation  as  to 
place,  to  birth  or  residence,  in_^such  appointments 
This  latitude  in  selecting  persons  of  suitable  cha- 
racter and  qualifications,  must  have  been  deemed 
indispensible,  to  enable  the  executive  power  to  ful- 
fil the  high  trust  of  providing  for  the  “faithful  exe- 
cution'’ of  the  laws,  and  at  the  same  time  involves 
a responsibility  which  would  have  been  considera- 
bly diminished  by  such  a restriction  as  is  suggested 
by  the  resolution.  In  appointing  officers  in  the 
civil  department,  for  the  performance  of  duties 
w’hich  are  local  in  their  nature,  the  committee  be- 
lieve that  a regard  to  the  circumstance  of  residenccn 
and  of  the  political  and  individual  relations  of  the 
persons  selected,  roust  frequently  be  among  the 
considerations  most  important  to  a just  decision. — 
Nor  is  there  any  reason  to  doubt,  that  a due  regard 
to  this  consideration,  in  accordance  with  local  pre- 
dilections, and  the  spirit  and  genius  of  a free  peo- 
ple, has  guided  the  executive  of  the  United  States, 
as  far,  hitherto,  as  the  public  good  requires. 

In  the  army  and  the  navy,  less  scope  is  afforded 
to  the  executive,  in  filling  the  higher  grades  of 
service,  as  long  established  usage  limits  the  selec- 
tion of  suitable  persons  to  an  inconsiderable  num- 
ber, whose  education  and  probationary  cliaVacter  are 
deemed  to  render  them  the  only  subject  of  such  se- 
lection. It  is  only  in  the  appointments  to  the  lower 
grades,  from  which,  at  a future  day,  the  highest 
ranks  of  miikary  and  naval  corps  are  to  be  filled, 
that  the  utmost  latitude  is  afforded  to  the  president 
for  consulting  the  future  interests  of  the  country, 
by  enrolling  in  her  defence  an  adequate  number  of 
brave,  intelligent,  patriotic,  and  virtuous  officers; 
and  the  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  any  restric- 
tion, by  law,  even  if  permitted  by  the  constitutions, 
would  be  highly  pernicious  in  its  operation,  and 
might  often  result  in  the  appointment  of  persons  x 
incompetent  and  unsuitable. 

In  regard  to  the  appointment  of  midshipmen,  the 
particular  subject  of  the  present  inquiry,  it  appears, 
by  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy  depart, 
meat,  accompany  this  report,  that  a disposition  suf 
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ficiencly  favorable  to  a general  and  fair  participa- 
tion oi  naval  preferment  has  constantly  pervaded 
that  department,  ar.d  has  been  no  otherwise  coun- 
teracted than  was  unavoidable,  from  circumstances 
beyond  its  control. 

'f'he  committee  fidly  concur  in  the  propriety  and 
policy  of  enrolling  in  the  naval  service  tlie  merito- 
rious young  men  of  the  interior  states,  whenever 
they  manifest  a solicitude  to  enter  it;  and  they  are 
persuaded  that  such  a disposition  on  their  part  has 
always  been  encouiMged,  and  will  continue  to  be  so, 
as  far  as  a due  regard  to  the  constitutional  discre 
tion  and  responsibility  of  the  executive  will  permit. 
They,  therefore,  recommend  the  following  resolu- 
tion. 

/ieia'ved.  That  any  provision,  by  law,  restraining 
the  executive  ofilie  United  Slates,  in  the  selection 
of  midshipmen,  is  inexpedient. 

A'uvy  department y 25th  Jan,  1S23. 

Sin:  In  answer  toll;.’  inipiiry, in  your  letter  otthe 
21st  instant,  whether  any  general  rules  are  adopted 
ill  the  department,  by  which  the  selection  of  mid- 
shipmen is  made,  particularly  as  relates  to  the  re- 
sidence,  I have  the  honor  to  state,  that  the  general 
imle,  by  which  I have  been  governed  in  this  respect, 
is,  to  apportion  them  among  the  several  states,  ac- 
cording to  the  ratio  of  representation  in  congress, 
when  the  applicants  w'ere  unexceptionable  as  to 
character  and  qualifications  for  the  service.  The 
disproportion,  however,  w'as  so  great,  that  I h.ave 
not  as  yet,  been  able  to  bring  about  an  apportion- 
ment among  the  sevf-ral  states,  according  to  the  rule 
alluded  to.  But  as,  in  ail  new  appointments,  due 
regard  is  had  to  the  principle,  the  object  will,  be- 
fore long,  be  eftected.  Whether  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient to  adopt,  by  law,  this  rule,  leaving  no  dis 
cretion  on  the  subject  to  the  department,  may  well 
be  questioned.  Although  the  applicants,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, are  very  numerous,  yet  there  are  some 
states  from  which  there  are  but  few;  and  if  the  de- 
partment should  be  bound  bylaw  to  conform,  in  all 
cases,  to  tliis  rule,  the  selection  might  not  always  be 
of  the  most  deserving  and  best  qualified. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  S.VUTH  THOMPSON. 

Hon.  Timothy  Fuller, 

Chairman  naval  committee,  II.  R. 


8eveuteeath  Congress — Slid  session. 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  Mr.  Gaillard*s 
remarks  on  taking  the  chair  of  the  senate,  as  pre- 
sident pro  tern,  on  the  19th  ult.— 

Gentlemen:  On  taking  the  station  with  which 

you  have  honored  me,  I must  be  permitted  to  tender 
you  my  acknowledgments  for  so  flattering  an  evi- 
dence of  the  continuance  of  you  confidence  and  fa- 
vor. Were  my  capacity  to  fill  this  place  commen- 
surate with  your  kindness  or  equal  to  the  gratitude 
T feel, I might  then  reasonably  expect  to  merit  your 
approbation,  which  would  be  the  highest  reward  1 
could  obtain,  and  the  most  gratifying  compensation 
for  the  cares  and  solicitude  which  must  ever  be  at- 
tendant on  the  situation  to  which  I am  called.  For- 
bidden,  however,  by  a thorough  conviction  of  my 
deficiencies,  in  many  essential  respects,  to  hope  for 
so  favorable  a result,  I must  again  throw  myself  for 
encouragement  and  support, on  your  known  libe- 
rality, and  on  the  experience  I have  had  of  your  for- 
mer indulgence,  and  they  will,  1 trust,  sustain  me 
in  the  attempt  I shall  make  to  discharge  the  duties 
devolving  on  me  with  fidelity  and  impartiality;  be- 


ing fully  persuaded  that  I shall  thereby  furnish  the 
most  satisfactory  testimony  that  cun  be  offered  of 
my  high  respect  for  this  body,  as  well  as  of  my 
esteem  and  personal  regard  for  the  individuals  com- 
posing it. 

February  20.  The  senate,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Tenn.  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  late  governor  of  the 
slate  of  New  York. 

[ I his  bill  autboiizes— first,  that  the  proper  ac- 
counting offict-rs  of  the  treasury  adjust  and  settle 
the  accounts  and  claims  of  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  on 
j>rincipltrs  of  equity  and  justice,  subject  to  the  revi- 
sion and  final  decision  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States.  Secondly,  it  enacts  that  the  provisioc  of  the 
appropriation  law  of  last  session,  which  prol.ibits  the 
payment  of  a salary  to  any  individual  while  he  sliall 
appear  to  be  indebted  to  the  United  Slates,  shall  be 
repealed,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  >'k.  Tompkins.  See 
page  406.] 

Mr.  Eaton,  was  opposed  to  the  second  provision 
(above  stated)  of  the  bill;  because,  liowever  highly 
he  might  estimate  the  services  and  patriotism  of  the 
vice-president,  during  the  late  war,  he  could  not  ve. 
concile  it  to  himself  to  extend  to  any'  individual  a 
privilege,  which  was  denied  to  all  others  similarly 
situated.  It  would  have  the  appearance  of  favorit- 
ism,  and  might  be  so  charged,  particularly  as  it 
related  to  a person  who  held  a high  office. 

Mr.  Bro-iuv,  of  Louisiana,  replied  to  Mr.  E.  in  an 
animated  manner.  Me  did  not  think  anysucfi  impu- 
tation could  be  made.  A jury  had  passed  on  this 
claim,  ahd  had  rendered  a verdict  in  favor  of  the 
vice-president.  Committees,  too,  in  both  houses 
of  congress,  had  examined  the  case,  and  had  report- 
ed in  favor  of  authorizing  what  the  bill  proposed. 
Thei’e  was  a wide  difference,  therefore,  between 
this  and  other  cases  of  unsettled  accounts  with-the 
government. 

Mr.  Morril  could  not  agree  in  the  propriety  of 
Mr.  Eaton's  objections.  He  adverted  to  the  dis- 
tinguished services  of  the  vice  president  during  the 
late  war,  and  argued  in  support  of  the  justice  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  supported  the  bill  witii 
much  earnestness;  and 

Mr.  Maco7i,  opposed  it,  generally,  on  the  ground 
taken  by  Mr.  .Etuo/i. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  a third  reading,  and  was  carried,  with  two  or 
three  dissenting  voices. 

A-t  the  request  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  the 
bill  was,  thereupon,  read  the  tliird  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  was  passed  returned  to  the  house 
of  representatives. 

[Our  last  paper  contained  other  notices  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  senate  on  the  19th  and  20th 
February.] 

February  21.  Several  bills  were  reported — The 
amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  “an  act  for  laying 
out  and  making  a road  from  the  lower  rapids  of 
the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  western  boundry  of 
the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve,  in  tb.e  state  of 
Ohio,  agreeable  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of 
Brownstown,”  having  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee correctly  engrossed,  the  bill  was  read  a third 
i\me,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives for  its  concurrence  in  the  amendment. 

Some  other  minor  matters  were  attended  to  and 
variously  disposed  of. 

The  senate,  as  in  committee  of  the  whole,  then 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  house  of 
representatives,  “supplementary  to  the  acts  to  pro- 
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vide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  revolution- 
ary war.” 

[This  bill  provides  for  the  restoration  to  the 
pension  list,  of  the  name  “of  any  person  who  may 
have  been,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  stricken  there- 
from, in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  congress,  passed 
the  1st  day  of  May,  1820,  if  such  person,  so  stricken 
from  the  list  of  pensioners,  has  heretofore  furnish- 
ed, or  hereafter  shall  furnish,  evidence,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  said  act,  to  satisfy  the  secretary 
of  war  that  he  is  in  such  indigent  circumstances  as 
to  be  unable  to  support  himself  without  the  assis- 
tance of  his  country.”] 

Messrs.  Mills^  Morril^  and  Lowney  spoke  in  favor 
of,  and  Mr.  JSToble  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Louorie  proposed,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill,  an  additional  section,  providing  for  a reduction 
of  20  per  cent,  on  the  ameunts  hereafter  to  be  paid 
to  all  revolutionary  pensioners. 

In  support  of  this  motion — 

Mr.  Loivrie  observed  that  his  remarks  on  this 
subject  would  take  up  very  little  time,  for  he  was 
•well  aware  that  the  friends  of  a measure  sometimes 
destroy  it  by  too  much  speaking.  I’he  expense  of 
the  pension  list  for  four  years,  is  as  follows: 

1819,  §1,811,328  96 

1820,  1,373.849  41 

1821,  1,200,000  00 

1822,  1,833,936  30 

6,219,114  67 

One  quarter  of  which  is  §1,554,778  66  per  ann. 

There  are  2,328  men  who,  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  may  be  placed  upon  the  list.  This  num- 
ber,  and  no  more,  will  be  alFected  by  its  provisions. 
This  is  the  utmost  extent  to  which  the  bill  goes, 
and  by  no  possible  construction  can  more  be  em- 
braced. The  expense  of  that  number,  supposing, 
what  is  not  probable,  that  all  will  be  placed  on  the 
list,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  (Mr.  JVb5fe),is  §223,000.  The  estimate 
I have  made,  amounts  to  §350,000.  This  is  137,000 
dollars  beyond  that  of  the  chairman;  and  if  it  be  er- 
roneous, it  is  too  large;  and  it  is  the  utmost  limit  of 
the  expense.  Now,  for  the  other  side.  By  the 
present  law,  there  are  near  6,000  who  may  get  on 
the  list.  New,  suppose  but  one  half  of  that  num- 
ber be  placed  on  the  list.  This  may,  and  will  take 
place,  whether  you  pass  this  bill  or  not.  If  placed 
on  the  list,  they  will  be  entitled  to  back  pensions 
from  the  time  they  were  suspended  by  the  act  of 
1S20,  which  will  be  about  three  years.  I'he 
amount,  then,  for  back  pension  alone,  for  3,000 
men,  will  be  900,000  dollars.  You  have  now  the 
advantage  and  disadvantage  of  this  bill,  as  it  re- 
spects the  treasury.  The  calculation,  to  my  mind, 
is  perfectly  satisfactory.  Any  gentleman  can  satisfy 
himself  by  making  a few  figures;  and,  from  this  view 
of  the  principles  of  the  bill,  it  is  perfectly  evident 
that  the  treasury  will  not  lose  by  it. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.  1 wish  to  look  a little  further 
into  the  subject.  Our  expense  for  this  list  is  now 
between  one  million  and  a half  and  two  millions  of 
dollars.  Whether  this  bill  is  passed  or  not,  the  list 
will  soon  swell  to  two  millions  of  dollars.  This  is 
a large  sum;  and  the  question  must  be  met,  where 
will  you  get  the  money?  Will  you  lay  a tax  to  raise 
it?  That,  sir,  would  make  us  all  pause,  in  these 
times.  Will  you  repeal  the  law?  To  that  I will 
never  consent.  I then,  sir,  to  relieve  the  pressure 
on  the  treasury,  propose  an  amendment,  €o  reduce 
the  pensions  20  percent.  This  would  give  each 
private  §76  80.  That  sum,  sir,  is  worth  as  much 


as  96  dollars  was  at  the  time  of  passing  tlu'  origi- 
nal act.  On  the  subject  o!  rednciio:  , I propose  no 
measure  to  the  pension'  rs\vtiic!»  I would  n 't  le 
for  as  it  respects  mvselt.  For  I neither  will  tax 
the  people  or  borrow  money,  while  any  prudmt  re- 
duction can  be  made.  The  pr<  sent  an.endmont 
will  relieve  the  treasury  from  about  §400,000.  3'1'at 
sum  I would  give  to  those  who  are  itot  on  tiie  lisi. 
The  money  W'c  now  pay,  1 would  still  p;») ; nit  I 
would  distribute  it  to  more  individuals.  Numbers 
are  not  on  the  list,  who  have  as  good  a right  to  be, 
there  as  those  who  are  now  there.  In  doing  this, 
we  do  more  justice  than  by  keeping  the  door  closed 
against  those  who  are  now  without.  Still,  sir, 
should  'he  amendment  be  rejected,  I will  vote  ior 
the  bill;  and  I do  so  under  the  full  conviction,  that, 
even  without  the  ame  idment,  it  ought  to  pass.  1 
offer  this  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the 
bill,  as  it  is  well  understood  that  it  'Will  be  rejected 
wdthdut  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — 18  to  16. 

Messrs.  Seymowr  and  Lanman  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Macon  and  Smithy  of  South 
Carolina,  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  said  he  considered  the  amend- 
ment adopted  by  the  committee,  on  motion  of  the 
hon.  member  from  Pennsx  Ivania,  (Mr.  Lotvrie), 
as  giving  a death  blow  to  the  bill.  As  much  as  he 
mightfeel  in  favor  of  any  other  parts  of  the  bill  he 
could  not  vote  for  it,  if  that  amendment  were 
adopted,  which  he  considered  as  a breach  of  faith. 
The  government  having  entered  into  a contract  to 
pay  to  these  pensioners  a evtain  stipuiat^  d sum 
during  life,  any  reduction  of  that  sum  would  amount 
to  a Violation  of  the  faith  of  the  government. — 
For  this  reason,  he  should  vote  against  the  bill  as 
amended. 

The  bill  w'as  then  reported  to  the  senate,  with 
the  amendment. 

The  question  on  adopting  the  amendment  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, 23  to  22.  I’he  vote  W'as  as  follows: 

YE  AS— Messrs.  Barbour  Barton,  Benton,  Brown  of  Lou.  Brown 
of  Ohio,  Chandler,  Elliott,  Findlay, jGailJarcl,  Holmes  of  Me.  Holmes, 
of  Miss.  Johnson  of  Lou.  Kelly,  King  of  Alab.  Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Smith  of  S.  C-  Taylor,  of  Va.  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Williams 
of  Tenn.— 23 

NAYS— Messrs.  Boardman,  D’Wolf,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Johnson, 
of  Ky.  King  of  N.York,  Knight,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Lloyd, 
of  Md.  Mills,  Morril,  Parrott,  Ruggles.  Seymour,  Smith  of  Md- 
Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Van  Burtji,  Ware,  Williams,  Miss.— 22. 

The  question  on  arderirg  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
third  time,  was  taken  by  yea§  and  nays,  and  decided 
in  the  negative  21  to  24.  The  vote  was  as  follows: 

YE  AS -Messrs.  Boardman,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dickerson,  Find- 
lay, Holmes,  of  Maine,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  King,of  N.  Y.  Knight, 
Lanman,  Lowrie  Mills,  Morrill,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles.  Sey- 
mour, Smith',  of  Md.  Southard,  Stokes,  Van  Buren— 21. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton,  Benton,  Brown,  Lou.  Brown, 
of  Ohio,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes,  of  Miss.  Juhnsun,oT  Lou. 
Kelly,  King,  of  Alab.  Lloyd,  of  Mass,  Lloyd  of  Md.  Macon,  Noble, 
Smith,  of  S.  C.  Talbot,  Taylor,  of  Va.  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Ware, 
Williams,  of  Miss.  Williams,  of  Tenn.— 24. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

[On  the  motion  of  Mr.  who  voted  with  the 

the  majority,  it  was  the  next  day  agreed,  23  to  14, 
to  reconsider  the  bill,  and  it  was  then  postponed 
till  Monday,] 

February  22.  Mr.  Parrot  made  a report  on  the 
petition  of  Robert  F.  Stockton,  late  commander  of 
the  U.  S.  schooner  Alligator, 

The  senate  took  up  the  following  resolution,  sub- 
mitted yesterday  by  Mr,  Bro-ivn,  of  Ohio: 

Resolved,  Thar  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  the  senate,  confidentially,  or  otherwise,  as  he  shall 
think  fit.  any  information  in  his  possession,  which  he  may  not 
deem  improper  to  be  communicated,  relative  to  the  present  state 
and  condition  of  the  Mexican  empire* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JCing-,  of  Alabama,  this  resolu- 
tion was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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ConsideraMe  lime  was  spent  in  discussing  Mr. 
Taylor's,  (of  Va.)  proposed  amendment  to  the  con 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  elec- , 
tionof  president,  together  with  the  se  veral  amend- 1 
ments  to  that  proposition.  Messrs.  Taylor,  Dicker- 
son  and  Smith,  of  Md.  spoke  on  tiie  subject — and 
then  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  senatP“  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  house 
of  representatives  to  the  Cumberland  road  bill, 
and  agr  ed,  vvithout  objection,  to  substitute  tlie 
word  ‘ public"  for  the  word  ^^naiiomil,"  as  applied 
to  the  road. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Loiorie,  the  senate  took  up 
the  joint  resolution  oirecting  the  printing  of  a 
number  of  copies  of  the  journal  of  llie  revolution 
ary  congress;  and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr. 
-Lozvrie  and  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  to  shew  the  great 
value  and  importance  of  the  work,  its  scarcity,  the 
impossibility  of  procuring  a copy  in  the  United 
States,  &c.  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  engrossed 
for  a third  reading. 

Some  matters  about  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  ot 
the  peace  in  the  district  of  Columbia  occupied  the 
rest  of  the  day. 

February  !24.  Many  things  of  minor  importance 
were  attended  to — 

The  joint  resolution  directing  the  printing  of  a 
certain  number  of  the  journals  of  the  revolutionary 
congress,  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  other  house  for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion for  ascertaining  claims  and  titles  to  land  in  the 
territory  of  Florida,  was  also  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  house  for  concur- 
rence. 

Considerable  time  was  spent  on  the  bill  to  extend 
the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  dis 
tricl  of  Columbia.  The  bill  being  amended,  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a third  time,  as  was  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  col.  James  Morrison. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  divorce  John 
Wheelwright,  of  Alexandria,  and  Caroline  Eliza 
Wheelwright,  his  wife. 

[Mr.  W.  petitions  for  a divorce,  on  the  ground  of 
the  insanity  of  his  wife,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
(though  then  to  him  unknown);  of  the  increase  of 
the  malady  until  it  became  entirely  settled  and  con- 
firmed; of  its  having  now  continued  for  several 
years,  and  the  belief,  (in  which  he  has  the  opinion 
of  the  physicians  in  whose  care  she  has  been  long 
placed),  that  the  insanity  is  incurable.] 

A long  and  feeling  debate  took  place  on  this 
bill — chiefly  on  these  points:  Whether  the  insani- 

ty actually  existed  at  the  time  of  mairiage,  so  as  to 
render  the  contract  void;  whether  an  affliction  of 
this  character  ought  to  dissolve  the  marriage  con- 
tract; whether,  if  it  was  entitled  to  relief,  the  tri- 
bunal appointed  for  the  purpose  of  granting  such 
relief  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  (where  the  | 
marriage  was  contracted),  was  not  the  proper 
place  for  the  petitioner  to  seek  it;  whether  it  was 
right  for  congress  to  grant  divorces  at  all,  (it  has 
never  yet  granted  one),  &c.  Stc.  It  was  agreed,  on 
all  hands,  the  facts  being  generally  admitted,  that 
it  was  a case  of  great  hardship.  Messrs.  Barbour 
and  Southard  advocated  the  bill  with  much  earn- 
estness. It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Kmg,  of  New 
York,  Benton,  Mills,  Holmes  of  Maine,  and  Chandler. 
Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Massachusetts,  without  taking  sides 
of  the  bill,  spoke  in  corroboration  of  the  facts  set 
forth  by  the  petitioner,  and  as  to  the  great  re 
spectability  of  the  connections  of  the  lady  residing 
Ln  Boston. 

The  question  being  taken  on  ordering  the  billto  ' 


ba  engrossed  and  read  a third  time,  it  was  decided 
ill  th'-  n-  g it  V(-  by  yeas  and  n.ays,  as  follows: 

I YEAS.  — Messrs.  Barbour,  Barton-,  D’Wolf,  Dk-ktrsuii,  Eaton, 

I .Tuliusoi),  ol'  Ky.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  Kelly,  Kiiij^ht,  Lanniaii,  Noble, 

; Varroit,  SouiliurJ,  Talbot,  Taylor,  ol  Iiid.  and  Williams,  of 
Ten.— 16. 

N AYS.  — Messrs.  Benton.  Boardman,  Brown,  of  Ohio;  Chand- 
ler, Elliott,  Fidlay,  Gaillard,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Holmes,  ot  .Miss. 
King,  of  Alab.  King,  af  N.  Y.  Lloyd,  of  Md.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Ma- 
con, Mills,  .Morril,  Palmer,  Seymour,  Smith,  of  S.  C.  Stokes,  l ay- 
lor,  of  Va.  Thomas,  Van  Buren,  Van  Dyke,  Ware,  Williams,  of 
Miss.— 26. 

bo  the  bill  was  rejected. 

February  25.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the 
committee  on  foreign  relations  was  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
.senate  in  relation  to  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America. 

'I'he  committee  on  finance  was  also  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States — as  were  several  other 
committees. 

Three  hours  was  spent  about  titles  to  land  in 
I.ouisiana — and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed for  a third  reading. 

The  annual  return  of  the  militia  of  the  U.  S. 
was  received.  The  senate  receded  from  its  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  to  amend  the  collection  act  of 
1799:  passed  the  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
justices  of  the  peace  in  the  district  of  Columbia, 
with  amendments,  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  col. 
James  Morrison:  and  that  to  select  a site  for  a na- 
tional armory  on  the  western  w':^ters  was  ordered 
to  a third  reading.  Tlie  rest  of  the  day  was  spent 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  tlie  erection  of  certain  light 
houses.  The  senate  adjourned  at  5 o’clock. 

February  26.  After  other  business— The  senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  house 
of  representatives,  supplemcBtary  to  the  acts  pro- 
viding pensions  for  revolutionary  services. 

[This  bill  provides,  principally,  that  the  secretary 
of  war  shall  restore  to  the  list  of  pensioners  the  name 
of  any  person  who  may  have  been,  or  hereafter 
shall  be,  stricken  therefrom,  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  of  congress  of  the  first  day  of  May,  1820,  if  such 
person,  so  stricken  from  the  list  of  pensioners,  has 
heretofore  furnished,  or  hereafter  shall  furnish,  evi- 
dence, in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  said  act,  to 
satisfy  the  secretary  of  war  that  he  is  in  such  indi- 
gent circumstances,  as  to  be  unable  to  support  him- 
self without  the  assistance  of  his  country.  The  3d 
section  provides  that  provisions  granted  upon  other 
and  different  schedules  than  those  heretofore  ex- 
hibited by  the  same  applicants,  shall  commence 
from  the  time  such  schedules  sliall  be  filed  in  court. 
In  addition  to  these  provisions,  a clause  has  been 
adopted  in  the  senate,  reducing  20  per  cent,  all 
pensions  which  have  heretofore,  or  may  hereafter 
be,  allowed  ] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kelly,  the  3d  section  was  strick- 
en OMt,  and  a substitute  adopted,  providing  that  no 
pension  hereafter  allowed  under  this  act  on  claims 
heretofore  filed,  shall  commence  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage ofttiis  act;  and  that  all  other  pensions  hereat- 
ter  allowed  shall  commence  from  the  time  of  com- 
pleting the  proof. 

The  question  was,  at  length,  taken  on  ordering 
the  bill,  as  amended,  to  be  read  a third  time,  and 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Barton,  Boardman,  Chandler,  D’Wolf,  Dicker- 
son,  Findlay,  Holmes,  of  Maine,  Johnson,  of  Ken.  Kelly,  King  of 
N.  Y.  Knieht,  Lanman,  Mills,  Morril,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Buggies, 
Seymour,  Smith,  of  Md.  Southard,  Stokes,  Talbot,  Thomas,  Van 
Huren  —24. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Barbour,  Benton,  Brown,  of  Lou.  Brown  of 
Ohii»,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Holmes,  of  Mhs.  Johnson  of  Lou. 
King, of  Alab.  Lloyd, of  Md.  Lloyd,  of  Mass.  Macon,  Noble,  Smith, 
of  S.  C.  Taylor,  of  Ind.  Taylor,  of  Va.  Ware,  Williams,  of  Nliss* 
Williams,  of  Tenn.—20. 


412 


NILES’  REGISTER-MARCH  1,  1823— CONGRESS. 


The  engrossed  bill  to  enable  the  holders  of 
Trench,  British  and  Spanish  land  titles,  in  Louisi- 
ana, not  heretofore  recognized  by  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  to  institute  proceedings  to  try 
the  validity  of  the  same;  and  the  engrossed  bill  to 
establish  a national  armory  on  the  western  waters, 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  house  of  representatives  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  S.  C.  laid  on  the  table  a resolution 
calling  on  the  secretary  of  war  to  furnish,  daring 
the  present  session,  sundry  information  respecting 
the  number  of  pensioners,  the  date,  states  to  which 
they  belong,  8cc.  &c. 

Gales  and  Seaton  were  elected  printers  to  the‘ se- 
nate—40  votes  for  them,  3 for  other  persons. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  on  the  bill  to  ex 
tend  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  the 
district  of  Columbia,  and  in  executive  business. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  19.  Mr.  Cocke  moved  the  adop- 
tion of  1 he  following  resolution: 

Resalved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  buildings  be  in- 
spfucted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  fixing,  by  law,  the  com- 
pensation of  the  architect,  of  the  master  carver,  of  the  master  of 
the  stonework,  and  of  the  cierk  and  managers  of  the  public  build- 
ings, in  the  city  of  Washington. 

Mr.  C in  offering  this  resolution,  said,  that  it  ap- 
peared from  a letter  which  he  had  before  him,  from 
the  superintendent  of  the  public  buildings,  that  offi 
cer  had  thought  proper  to  reduce  the  compensation 
of  the  architect  and  master  builder,  master  carver, 
and  master  mason,  on  the  ground  that  their  duties 
were  lessened,  &c.  He  had  reduced  the  compen- 
sation of  the  architect  500  dollars  per  annum,  and 
of  each  of  the  others  250  dollars.  Against  this  deci 
sion,  the  architect  had  taken  an  appeal  to  the  pre- 
sident, by  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred  to 
the  attorney  general.  The  opinion  of  that  officer 
on  the  subject,  Mr.  C said,  he  had  read;  and,  it 
amounted  to  this:  that,  if  A employs  B,  he  is  bound 
to  give  B the  same  compensation  as  he  first  allows 
him,  so  long  as  he  is  engaged  in  the  same  business. 
These  individuals  are,  therefore,  reinstated  in  their 
former  comfortable  salaries.  Mr.  C.  said  he  wished 
to  fix,  by  law,  without  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
the  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  at  all,  what 
shall  be  the  compensation  of  these  public  servants. 

Mr.  Fuller  suggested  that  the  resolution  was  in 
an  imperative  form,  differing  rather  from  the  ordi- 
nary shape  of  resolulrons  directed  to  committees. 
He  preferred  that  it  should  take  the  usual  shape  of 
an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  making  this  pro- 
vision. 

Mr.  Cocke,  after  some  other  remarks,  accepted 
this  modification  of  his  motion;  and,  thus  amended, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Saunders,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  the 
following  paper  to  the  house,  and  moved  that  it  lie 
on  the  table: 

“The  undersigned,  members  of  the  bar  of  the 
district  court  for  the  Alabama  district,  do  certify 
that  they  are  well  acquainted  with  the  general  cha- 
racter of  Edwin  Lewis;  that  it  is  bad,  and  that  they 
consider  him  unworthy  to  be  admitted  as  a member 
of  the  said  bar. 

WM.  CRAWFORD,  district  attorney. 

NENRY  HITCHCOCK,  AtCy  Gen.  of  Alab. 

WILLIAM  B.  PATTEN. 

A.  G.  RUFFIN. 

A.  V.  BAGLEY. 

Mobile,  Alab,  Jan.  15,  1823.” 

This  paper  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Golden,  of  New  York,  said  he  knew  nothing 
Of  the  parties  in  this  case— of  the  signers  of  this 


paper,  or  of  the  individual  concerned.  But  he 
could  not  see  the  least  porpriety  in  having  a paper 
of  this  sort  presented,  and  placed  on  the  records  of 
this  house,  to  the  prejudice  of  any  individual.  He, 
therefore,  moved  that  the  gentleman  have  leave  to 
withdraw  it. 

The  Speaker  stated  that  the  motion  now  pending, 
was  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

IVIr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  was,  like  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  very  much  surprised  at  this  docu- 
ment being  brought  forward,  and  was  at  a loss  to 
know  the  motive  for  introducing  it.  He  consider- 
ed the  character  of  this  individual  as  not  being  be- 
fore the  house.  And,  if  a precedent  was  to  be  es- 
tablished, such  as  the  reception  of  this  paper  would 
constitute,  he  hoped  it  v/ould  be  when  some  solid 
and  substantial  reasons  could  be  produced  in  favor 
of  it.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  re  consider 
the  matter,  and  withdraw  that  document.  I profess 
not  to  know  that  individual,  said  Mr.  M.  but  he 
ought  to  have  justice  at  least,  which  a course  like 
this  is  not  calculated  to  allow  him. 

Mr.  J\Telsou,  of  Maryland,  asked  if  the  committee 
on  the  judiciary  had  not  made  a report  upon  the 
charges  preferred  by  Edwin  Lewis  against  Judge 
Tait,  and,  if  so,  was  not  that  report  now  lying  on 
the  table?  [Being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  Mr. 
N.  proceeded].  Then,  said  he,  it  appears  obviously 
proper,  that,  where  it  is  made  a matter  of  grave 
charge  against  a judge  of  the  United  States,  that  he 
has  refused  to  admit  the  accuser  to  practice  as  an 
attorney  in  his  court,  and  a report  upon  this  charge 
is  lying  on  the  table,  testimony  of  the  character  of 
the  individual  refused  to  be  admitted,  being  direct, 
ly  relevant,  ought  to  be  received.  Here,  you  have 
the  testimony  of  the  members  of  the  bar  to  which 
he  was  refused  admission,  testifying  to  his  charac- 
ter, and  to  his  unfitness  for  admission  to  the  bar. 
This,  Mr.  N.  said,  was  the  very  best  evidence  the 
house  could  have  upon  the  case.  It  seemed  to  him, 
under  the  circumstances,  extraordinary,  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  should  object  to  receiv- 
ing this  paper,  which  ought  to  be  spread  on  the  re- 
cords,  to  shew  to  every  libeller  who  comes  into  this 
house  to  vituperate  high  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment,  that  the  grounds  and  motives  of  their  conduct 
will  be  exposed,  and,  when  exposed,  appreciated 
as  thjsy  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  Sau7iders  said  he  could  not  accommodate  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  by  withdrawing  this  pa- 
per, if  he  were  disposed  to  do  so;  because,  in  pre- 
senting it,  he  acted  under  the  instructions  of  the  ju- 
diciary committee.  Like  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, said  Mr.  S.  I personally  know  nothing  of  this 
individual,  and,  from  the  little  I have  seen  of  his 
character,  I wish  to  know  nothing  of  him.  But  it 
seems  proper  that  this  paper  should  be  received, 
becaus  e one  of  the  charges  addressed  to  this  house, 
against  judge  Tait,  by  this  individual,  was  that  he 
had  refused  him  admission  to  the  bar.  This  certifi- 
cate  shews  that  he  was  not  a fit  person  to  be  admit- 
ted. The  certificate  is  signed  by  several  of  the  most 
respectable  gentlemen  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  one 
of  whom,  he  had  heard,  is  now  speaker  of  the  house 
of  representatives  of  the  state.  Mr.  S.  would  not 
now,  however,  discuss  the  subject  to  which  this 
certificate  relates.  If  the  report  should  be  taken  up, 
it  would  then  be  time  enough  to  discuss  it. 

The  paper  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Thursday,  Feb.  20.  The  following  resolution, 
moved  by  Mr.  Sloane,  yesterday,  was  taken  up  to- 
day. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  inform  this  house  of  the  amount  of  money  paid  from  the  treasu- 
ry., since  the  organization  of  the  present  government,  for  the  follow- 
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tiig^  objects,  viz:  boilding  light  houses,  including  tlie  purchase  of 
ia^id  on  which  they  are  situated,  together  with  the  lighting  and  su- 
perintending the  same;  erecting  beacons,  building,  lighting,  and 
superintending  vessels  stationed  as  lights  in  harbors,  or  on  the 
roast;  building  wharves,  piers,  and  sea  walls,  removing  obstruc- 
tions to  navigation  in  rivers,  orhartxirs;  placing  and  superintend- 
ing buoys;  rdief  of  distressed,  sick,  and  tlisabled  stamen;  and  for 
support  of  consuls  and  commercial  agents  abroad;  the  exj>endi- 
ture  under  each  head  to  be  stated  separately. 

'I'he  resolution  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Gorham  offered  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  this  re«olution: 

“Also,  to  inform  this  house  what  amount  of  money  has  been  paid 
into  the  treasury  since  the  organization  of  the  present  goverineni 
from  the  duties  laid  upon  imports  and  tonnage  entering  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  with  the  amount  of  hospital  mo- 
ney received  by  the  officers  of  the  goveriiraent  out  of  seamen’s 
wages,  stating  how  far  the  amount  of  said  duties  and  hospital  ino- 
ncy  have  exceeded  the  amount  expended  on  the  items  specified  in 
the  first  part  of  this  resolution;  also,  to  inform  the  house  how  ma- 
ny of  the  light  houses  now  maintained  by  the  United  States  were 
erected  by  the  individual  states,  and  where  the  same  are  situated.” 

Mr.  Sioane  received  this  amendment  as  a modili 
cation  of  his  resolution. 

The  question  being  on  agreeingtothe  resolution, 
as  thus  amended— 

Mr.  froprf  opposed  the  resolution— he  did  not  see 
any  business  on  which  the  information  could  ope- 
rate— Mr.  Sioane  said  he  did  not  expect  any  opposi- 
tion to  this  motion,  being  a call  for  information 
merely.  His  object  in  calling  for  it  was  to  throw 
some  light  on  the  exercise  of  powers  by  congress, 
which  could  only  have  been  inferred  by  a construc- 
tion of  the  constitution  analagous  to  that  which  was 
contended  for  by  the  friends  of  internal  improve- 
ment, of  the  unconstitutionality  of  which  so  much 
had  been  heard.  That  subject,  if  not  discussed  at 
the  present  session,  would  be  at  the  next,  and  it 
would  be  proper  to  obtain  the  information  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  house  to  act  understandingly 
upon  it. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Chambers,  the  resolu- 
tion was  so  modified  that  the  information  should  be 
communicated  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  congress.  Other  amendments  ivere  of- 
fered, and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

[1  he  other  business  transacted  in  the  two  pre- 
ceding days,  has  already  been  sufficiently  noticed.] 

Previous  to  adjournment — The  Speaker  laid  be- 
fore the  house  a message  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  communicating  a copy  of  the  con- 
vention of  navigation  and  commerce  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  liis  majesty  the  king 
of  F'rance  and  Navarre,  concluded  and  signed  at 
Washington,  on  the  24th  of  June,  1822;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  bn  the  table. 

A message  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  statements  from  the  treasury 
department,  shewing  the  amount  of  moneys  advanc- 
ed to  agents,  contractors.  See.  since  1st  January, 
1817,  which  have  not  been  accounted  for,  and  the 
amount  of  loss  sustained  in  each  case,  the  securities 
taken,  and  the  names  of  the  sureties;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A letter  from, the  president  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a report  of  the  secretary  of  state  in  re- 
lation to  the  commissioners  appointed  to  survey 
land  in  Florida;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  tlie 
committee  on  public  lands. 

A letter  from  tlie  president  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury, ill  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  law  of  last 
session,  respecting  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes; 
which  was  read  and  committed  to  the  committee 
on  Indian  affairs. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  trans 
mitting  a statement  of  the  register  of  the  treasury, 
of  the  appropriations  and  expenditure  of  moneys 
for  the  Cumberland  road,  &c.;  which  tvas  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Friday,  Feb.  21.  Mr.  ^letcalfe,  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  Indian  af- 
fairs, made  a report  in  relation  to  the  Florida  In- 
dians, concluding  with  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tha  the  president  of  the  United  States  be  authorized 
and  requested  to  commence  a system  of  operations  for  the  gradual 
and  ultimate  effectuation  of  the  objects  contemplate^;  allowing 
him  to  exercise  and  pursue  his  own  judgment,  as  to  the  manner  or 
mode  of  doing  it;  and  to  communicate  to  thh  bouse,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  the  progress  and 
result  of  his  proceedings  therein. 

Sundry  bills  were  reported,  read,  &c. 

Mr.  Russell,  from  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, made  a report  in  relation  to  the  act  of  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  passed  the  5th  of  Au- 
gust, 1822,  concluding  witli  a resolution  recom- 
mending that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  be  request- 
ed to  obtain,  by  negociation  w’ith  the  government 
of  Great  Britain,  such  modifications  of  the  act  of 
parliament  of  the  5lh  of  August,  1822,  as  may  re- 
move all  just  cause  of  complaint;  which  report  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .allien,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
house  took  up  the  joint  resolution  requiring  annual 
accounts  to  be  laid  before  each  house,  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  two  houses 
of  congress;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  engrossed  bill  from  the  senate  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  state  of  Louisiana, 
was  read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate 
for  its  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  capt.  Richard 
Hightower,  was  read  a third  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  senate  for  its  concurrence. 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  take  up 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  mother  of  the  late  0.  H. 
Perry, 

After  further  debate,  the  bill  extending  the  time 
for  locating  military  land  warrants  to  revolutionary 
soldiers,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  appropriating  25,000 
dollars  for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cum- 
berland road.  Many  propositions  to  amend  it  were 
olFered,  and  negatived.  The  opinions  of  gentlemen 
were  very  much  at  variance  about  this  matter— but, 
at  last. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  read  a third  time,  and  decided  by  the  following 
1 vote: 

yeas— Messrs.  Abbot,  Barber,  of  Conn.  Bateman,'  Raylies, 
Bayly,  Kiackledge,  Burrows,  Campbell, of  New  York,  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Chambers, Colden,  Condict,  Conkling.  Cook, 
Cushman,  Culhbert,  Dane,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards,  of 
Conn.  Edwards,  of  Penn.  Fuller,  Gorham,  Govan,  Hamilton,  Har- 
din, Hams,  Hemphill,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holcombe.  HubbanI,  Jackson, 
Jennings,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Jones,  of 
Teiin.  Kent,  Keyes,  Kirkland,  Little,  McCarty,  McKitn,  McLane, 
McNeil,  Mallary,  Mercer, Metcalfe,  Mitchell,  of  S.C. Montgomery, 
Moore,  of  Va.  Moore, of  Alab.  Neale,  Nelson, of  Md.  Newton.  Pat- 
terson, Penn.  Pierson,  Piumer,  N.'II.  Poinsett,  llankin,  Reed,  Md. 

; Reid,  of  Geo.  Rich,  Rogers,  Hess,  Rnggles,  Samplers,  Scott,  Sioane, 
I Sterling,  of  N.  T.  .T.  Stephenson,  Stewait,  Taylor,  Tomlin.’OH, 
I Trinible,  Udree,  Upham,  Vance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  War- 
j field,  Williams,  of  Va.  Woodcock,  Woodson,  Wright— 90. 

1 NAYS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  of  Mass.  Ball,  Basse  tt,  Bige- 
; low,  Boiknid,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burton,  Cainbreleng,  Cannon, 
I Conner.  Crafts,  Denison,  Dickinson,  Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Fairelly, 

1 Floyd.  Forrest,  Forward,  Garnett,  Giinier,Gist,  Gross,  Hawks  Ing- 
I ba.-o.  Lathrop,  Lffrwwh,  Lincoln.  Litchfield,  McCov.  MeSherrv, 
I Mailack,  Matson,  Mattock.',  Mitchell,  of  Pen:i.  Murray,  New,  Pat- 
j ttisoii,  of  N.  Y.  Philiips.  Fi>:hw.  Plnnur,  of  Penn.  Randolph, 
I Rliea,  Rochester,  Rodne>,  Russ,  Russell.  Sergeant,  Arthur  Smith, 
I A.  Smyth,  Spencer,  Sterling,  of  Conn.  A.  Stevenson,  Thompson, 
Tod,  Tracy.  Incker.  of  S.  C.  Van  Wyek,  Walworth.  Whipple, 
White,  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Wiili.omson,  Wilson,  Wood — 66. 

.So  the  bill  was  tirdercd  to  be  reaC  a third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  bill  making  appropri.'itions  for  the  support 
of  the  military  establishment  of  1823  was  uf"c'. 
eh  up— some  atnendmepls  were  ma  le,  it  was  r.-: 
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ported  to  the  house,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
fora  third  reading  to-morrow. 

The  house  adjourned  at  half  past  4 o’clock. 

Saturday,  Feb.  22,  Many  reports  from  different 
committees  were  received — a present  notice  of 
which  is  not  necessary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  it  was 

Sesolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  steam  batteries  for  the 
defence  of  the  river  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Taylor,  adverting  to  the  rule  adopted  at  the 
last  session,  the  effect  of  which  is  that  bo  business 
should  be  sent  from  either  house  within  the  last 
two  days  of  the  session,  said  that  this  rule,  which 
he  considered*a  proper  one,  seemed  to  require  a dif- 
ferent arrangement  of  the  business  before  the  house; 
with  which  view  he  moved  the  following  proposi 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  business  now  depending  before  the  house, 
and  committed  to  a committee  of  the  wholCj  other  than  upon  the 
state  of  the  union,  be  arranged  by  the  clerk,  under  the  direction  of 
the  speaker,  in  the  following  order: 

1.  Pi^ivate  bills  oiriginating  in  this  house. 

2.  Public  bills|and  resolutions,  origiuaiing  in  this  house. 

3.  Private  bills  originating  in  the  senate. 

4.  Pqblic  bills  and  resolutions  originating  in  the  senate. 

5.  Uhfavorable  reports. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Taylor, 
Mr.  Bassett,  Mr.  CooA?,  and  others,  the  proposition 
w as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Colden  moved  to  discharge  the  committee  of 
the  whole  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
proposition  for  continuing  the  pension  of  the  widow 
of  the  late  captain  Lawrence,  but,  as  the  motion 
could  not  be  received  without  the,  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  house,  and,  a member  objecting  to  it, 
Mr.  C.  failed  in  his  object. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Carr, 
late  paymaster  to  col.  Wm.  Dudley’s  regiment  of 
Kentucky  militia;  an  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of 
JohnB.  Hogan;  the  engrossed  bill,  extending  the 
time  for  issuing  and  locating  military  land  warrants 
to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army; 
and  an  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1823,  were  severally  read  a third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  jointresolution  requiring  from  the 
secretary  of  the  senate  and  clerk  of  the  house  of 
representatives  an  annual  account  of  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  two  houses  of  congress  was 
read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
its  concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  “making  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  repair  of  the  national  road  from  Cum 
berland  to  Wheeling,”  was  read  a third  time,  and 
passed,  75  votes  to  45, 

On  a motion  to  amend  the  title  of  this  bill  so  as 
to  make  it  comport  with  the  amendment  yesterday 
made  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out 
national  and  inserting  public,  it  was  decided  affirma- 
tively— ayes  63,  noes  56. 

The  bill  was  then  sent  to  the  senate  for  its  con- 
currence. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  “to  revive  and  continue 
in  force  the  seventh  section  of  an  act  entitled  ‘an 
act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,’ 
approved  the  11th  day  of  May,  1820,  and  for  other 
purposes,”  was  read  a third  time,  and  finally  pas- 
sed. 

Mr.  Little,  (leave  being  granted),  presented  a 
memorial  from  eiglity  enterprising  farmers  and  me- 
chanics within  his  district,  praying  congress  to  pass 
the  bill,  now  on  the  clerk’s  table,  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  mouth  of  Columbia  river,  intimating 
their  wnfh  U)  remove  ihitlser,  for  the  improvement 


of  that  country  and  of  their  own  condition;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  making  further  appro- 
priations for  the  military  si^rvice  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  !8J3,  embracing  certain  !)»dian 
appropriations,  and  concurred  in  all  the  amend- 
ments made  to  it  in  the  committee,  except  an  item 
of  appropriation  of  90,000  dollars  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and  ano- 
ther appropriating  50,000  dollars  for  the  extinction 
within  the  state  of  Georgia,  made  under  the  trea- 
of  the  Indian  title  to  certain  reservations  of  land 
ties,  1817,  19,  and  21,  with  the  Creek  and  Cherokee 
Indians. 

Upon  the  item  of  appropriation  of  ninety  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  In- 
dian  department,  excepted  by  Mr  Cocke  from  the 
several  amendments  agi’eed  to  in  the  house  to  the 
above  bill,  a debate  arose,  in  the  course  of  which  it 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lincoln  and  Mr.  Floyd,  and  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  McLane  and  Mr.  Vance. 

After  debate — tlie  question  on  concurring  with 
the  committee  in  this  amendment  was  then  taken, 
and  agreed  to. 

A debate  arose  on  the  second  excepted  item  of 
appropriation,  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  ex- 
tinction of  Indian  titles  to  land  in  Georgia;  in  the 
course  of  which  it  was  opposed,  on  the  ground  of 
the  inexpediency  of  the  measure  of  making  these 
extinctions,  by  Mr.  A'len,  of  Mass,  and  Mr.  Met'- 
calfe,  and  defended  by  Mr.  Tattnall. 

Ml . Williamson,  considering  this  a very  important 
question,  required  on  it  the  yeas  and  nays;  in  which 
he  was  supported  in  his  call. 

The  debate  was  renewed.  Messrs  Montgomery, 
Reid,  of  Geo.  and  Gilmer  supported  the  amend- 
ment, and  Messrs  Cook,  WiiliamsoH  and  Ingham 
spoke  against  it — the  latter  was  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Metcalfe.  But  before  taking  the  question,  the 
house  adjourned,  at  half  past  5 o’clock. 

Monday,  Feb.  24.  After  the  usual  preparatory 
or  incidental  busine.ss, 

The  house,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JJ'ewtov^  of  Virgi- 
nia, proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
abolish  the  office  of  measurer  in  the  several  ports 
of  entry  in  the  United  States.  The  bill  is  in  the 
following  words. 

Be  it  enacted,  dye.  That,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June  next,  the  office  of  measurer,  as  now  established  bylaw,  in 
the  several  collection  districts,  he,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  abolish- 
ed; and  the  powers  and  duties  heretofore  exercised  and  performed 
by  the  measurers,  in  the  said  districts,  shall,  from  and  after  the 
said  thirtieth  day  of  June,  be  exercised  and  performed,  by  the  in- 
spectors; and  such  inspectors  shall  exercise  said  powers  and  per- 
form said  duties  and  serviees,  for  tlie  daily  compensation  allowed 
to  inspectors  for  services  in  aid  of  the  customs. 

A debate  arose  on  the  principle  of  this  bill,  in 
which  those  who  defended  the  bill  contended  that 
a saving  of  tvventy-five  thousand  dollars  annually, 
would  be  effected  to  the  government  by  passing 
the  bill,  w’ithout  any  prejudice  to  the  revenue  or  to 
the  public  interest;  while  those  who  opposed  the 
bill  argued  that  a saving  might  accrue  to  the  re- 
venue by  abolishing  this  office  in  the  small  ports, 
but  that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  revenue  and 
prejudicial  to  the  mercantile  interest,  if  the  aboli- 
tion were  to  apply  to  the  large  ports  of  the  United 
States. 

Two  or  three  motions  were  made,  only  with  a 
view,  by  the  movers,  of  obtaining  further  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which 
motions  were  severally  negatived. 

Those  who  engaged  in  the  discussion  were  Mr. 
JN'etvtcm,  Mr.  Me  Kim,  Mr,  Fuller,  Mr.  Little,  Mr. 
Burrows,  and  Mr,  Hill,  in  favor  oi'  the  abolition  of 
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the  office  of  measurer,  and  Mr.  Cambreleu^,  Mr 
Colden,  Mr.  Ilamiltont  Poinsett^  and  Mr.  .Mor^iniy 
in  earnest  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  Hamilton  then  pi’oposed  the  lollowing’  hinend- 
ment  to  tlie  bill: 

■■Pi  trvif.'eil,  That  the  provisions  of  tliis  act  shall  not  he  cxteniti  d 
to  the  ports  of  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  iJaUuuoie,  Uiarits- 
ton,  ami  New  Orleans.’’ 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Cambrelenq,  believing  this  to  be  an  important 
measure,  and  being  iiimselt  opposed  to  it,  wished  to 
record  his  vote  upon  it,  and,  therefore,  reipiired 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  cjuestion  of  engrossing  it 
for  a third  reading. 

Mr.  Condict  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely;  which  motion 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place,  in  which 
Mr.  Johnston,  of  Lou.  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  McA7;«,  Mr. 
Jiarstnw,  Mr.  Mallory,  Mr.  Burfee,  Mr.  liurroios, 
and  Mr.  Tomlinson,  engaged. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engross- 
ed and  read  a third  time,  was  decided  as  folio  vs: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Alien,  of  Tenn.  Archer, 
Uarb.-r.  of  Conn.  Bateman.  Baylie*.  Bayly.  Bigelow,  Breckenridge, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Burrows,  Butler,  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  Cannon, 
t a-s^-oy,  Chambers,  Conkliog,  C onner.  Crafts,  Darlington,  Denison, 
E*kly.  Edwards,  of  Conn.  Edwards,  of  X.  C.  Farrelly,  Findlay, 
Floyd.  FoiTcst.  Forward.  Gebhard,  Gist,  Gr^ws,  Hall,  Hardin,  liar- 
Yey,  Hiwks,  Hill,  Hooks,  Jaekson.  F.  Johnson,  Kent,  Keyes, 
Kirkland.  Lathrop,  Leftwich,  Liocolii,  Little,  .McCoy,  McKim, 
JilcN’  ill.  NeSherry,  .Mallary,  Matlack,  Matson,  Maitocks,  Mercer, 
Mitchell  of  Penn.  Moore  of  Va.  Moore  of  Alah.  Murray,  Neale, 
New,  Nc  wton,  Patterson,  of  Penn.  Phillips,  Pluiner,  of  N.  H. 
Plunier,  of  Penn.  Ramlolph,  Heed  of  Md.  Reid  of  Geo.  Rhea, 
Rich,  Rochester,  Rodney,  Boss,  Russ,  Saunders,  Sloane,  Arthur 
Smrth,Alex’r  Smyth,  Sterling,  of  Conn.  Sterling,  of  N.  Y'.  Stod- 
dard, Swan,  Taylor.  Thompson,  Tomlinson,  Tracy  Tucker,  of  S. 
C.  IMrte,  Vance,  Van  Rensselaer.  Van  Wyck,  Whipple,  White, 
Williams  of  Va.  Williams, of  N C.— 99. 

K AYS.— Messrs.  Allen  of  iMass,  Ball,  Barstow,  Bassett,  Clack- 
ledgv,  Borland,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  of  X Y.  Carter,  Golden, 
Condict,  Cook,  Cushman,  Dane,  Dickinson,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Fid- 
wards,  of  Penn.  Fuller,  Gorham,  Govan,  Hamilton,  Harris,  Hemp- 
hill, Herrick,  Hobart,  Holcombe,  Hubbard,  Ingham,  J.  S.  Johnston, 
Litchfield,  McCarty,  AlcLmie,  Morgan,  Nelson,  of  Mass.  Patterson, 
of  X.  Y.  Pierson,  Pitch  r,  Poinsett,  Reed, of  Mass.  Ruggles,  Rus- 
sell .Sergeant,  Walworth,  Williamson,  Wood,  Woodcock.— •'47, 

So  the  biii  was  ordeied  to  be  read  a third  time 
to-mcrrow. 

The  bill,  entitled  “an  act,  supplementary  to,  and 
to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ‘un  act  to  regulate  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,*  passed 
the  second  day  of  Mardi,  1799,  and  for  other 
purposes,’*  returned  from  the  senate  with  sundry 
amendments,  and  subsequently  reported  upon  by 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  whom  the  bill 
and  amendments  were  referred,  was,  by  unanimous 
consent,  taken  up,  and  the  report  of  the  committee, 
recommending  the  agreement  of  the  house  to  some, 
and  its  disagreement  to  others,  was  concurred  in, 
and  the  bill  was  then  returned  to  the  senate. 

'rhe  Speaker  laid  betbre  the  house  a letter  from 
the  pi’esident  of  United  States,  transmitting  a re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  relation  to 
those  prize  agents,  who  have  neglected  to  render 
an  account  of  their  agency,  £cc.  and  to  pay  over  the 
money  in  their  hands,  &c.  8cc.;  which  letter  was 
read  and  ordered  lie  on  tlie  table;  and 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  tlie  treasury,  tran.s 
milting  information  in  relation  to  the  debt  owing 
from  the  bank  of  Vincennes  to  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  bills  “to  di.scharge  .Tohn  Burgin 
from  imprisonment,”  and  “concerning  stamps,” 
were  severally  read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  “an  act  for  laying  out  and  making  a 
road  from  the  lower  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  Lake 
Erie  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  Connecticut 
Western  Beserve  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  agreeable  to 


the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Brownstown,”  were 
read  and  concurred  in  by  the  house. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unllnislied  business  of  Saturday,  the  question  pend- 
ing being  on  concurring  in  an  amendment  of  the 
c immiltee  of  Uie  whole  appropriating  the  sum  of 
fifty  Uiousund  dollars  for  the  e.xtinguishment  of 
certain  Indian  titles  to  land  in  the  slate  of  Georgia, 
m ide  to  the  bill  making  further  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  lS2o. 

r he  discussion  of  this  amendment  was  renewed, 
and  occupied  a considerable  portion  of  the  day. — 
,Mr.  Tracy,  Mr.  Hardin,  Mr.  Ingham,  Mr.  CooA:, and 
Mr.  Allen,  of  Mass,  speaking  against  granting  the 
appropriation,  and  Mr:..^.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
McLane,  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tenn.  Mr.  Reid,  of  Georgia, 
and  Mr  Ihvight,  in  support  of  it. 

The  question  was  then  take  on  concurring,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen,  ol‘ Tenn.  Archer,  Bar- 
stow, Bassett,  Bateman,  Baylics,  Blackledge,  Cambreleng,  Cami>- 
bell,  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Carter,  Cassedy,  Condict,  Conkling.  Conner, 
Cnthbert,  Dane,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Floyd, 
Garnett,  Gist,  Govan,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Herrick,  Hooks,  Jennings,  F. 
Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kent,  Keyes,  Kirkland, 
McCarty,  McDuffie,  McKim,  McLane,  McNeill,  MeSherry,  Mallary, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  of  Va- Nelson,  of  Mass.  Pitcher,  Reed,  of  Mas. 
Reid,  of  Geo.  Rhea,  Rochester,  Ruggles,  Russell,  Saunders,  Arthur 
Smith,  Alex.  Smyth,  W.  Smith,  A.  Stevenson,  Tattnall,  Thompson, 
Tucker,  of  S.  C.  Van  Wyck,  Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple,  Williams 
of  N.  C.  Wilson,  Wood-70. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Allen,  of  Mass.  Ball,  Bayly,  Bigelow,  Borland, 
Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burrows,  Butler,  Campbell,  of  N.  Y.  Cham- 
bers, Cook,  Crafts.  Cushman,  Darlington.  Denison,  Dickinson,  Ed- 
wards, of  Conn.  Edwards.  of  Penn.  Findlay,  Fuller,  Gebhard,  Gor- 
ham, Gross,  Hardin,  Harris,  Hafvey,  Hill,  Hobart,  Inghani,  Jackson. 
Jones,  of  Ten.  Lathrop, Leftwich,  Liiicolii,  Litchfield,  Little,  McCoy, 
Matlack,  Matson,  Mattocks,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell,  of  Penn.  Morgan, 
Murray,  Neale,  Nelson,  of  Md.  Newton,  Patterson, of  Penn.  Phillips, 
Pierson,  Pluraer,  of  N.  H.  Plumer,of  Penn.  Reed,  of  Md.  Itodney, 
Russ,  Sloane.  Sterling,  of  Conn.  Sterling, of  New  York,  Stoddard, 
Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Udree,  Upham, 
Vance,  White,  Williams,  of  Va.  Williamson,  Woodcock.— 73. 

The  amendment  being  thus  rejected — 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that,  when  this  house  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  at  6 o’clock  this  evening.  In 
this  motion  Mr.  T.  was  supported  by  Mr.  McLane, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  this  motion — 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
house  do  now  adjourn;  which  motion  prevailed — 
ayes  60. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned,  at  5 o’clock. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  25.  The  Speaker  presented  a me- 
morial of  Enrico  Caucisi,  statuary,  setting  forth 
that  he  has  completed  a design  of  an  alto  relievo 
for  the  centre  building  of  the  capitol,  representing 
the  landing  of  Columbus  on  the  new  continent;  as, 
also,  one  destined  for  the  east  portico  of  the  capi- 
tol, and  praying  that  he  may  be  employed  to  exe- 
cute these  works  in  marble;  as,  also,  to  execute 
in  marble  the  colossal  statue,  representing  the 
genius  of  the  constitution,  which  is  now  placed,  of 
plaister,  over  the  speaker’s  chair;  which  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  public  build- 
ings. 

Many  reports  were  received,  of  various  character 
and  variously  disposed  of,  and  sundry  bills  passed 
— all  which  will  sufficiently  appear  hereafter;  others 
were  ordered  to  a third  reading,  8cc. 

After  other  proceedings,  and  several  motions  on 
the  subject,  the  house  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
a printer  for  the  next  congress — Gales  & Seaton 
liad  102;  Andrew  Way,  jun.  43,  and  other  persons 
10  votes.  So  Gales  Si  Seaton  were  elected. 

The  bill  to  abolish  the  office  of  measurer  was 
passed,  as  well  as  tliat  making  appropriations  for 
the  military  service  ol‘  1823,  !ic. 
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The  subject  of  appropriationr  for  {brtiM cations 
then  came  up — there  was  some  cicbatti,  but  the  bill 
was  reported  by  the  committee  to  tlie  liouse,  which 
adjourned  to  meet  ag-ain  at  6 o’clock  this  evening. 

Evening  session.  After  sundry  propositions  to 
amend  the  bill  containing  appropriations  for  fortifi- 
cations, it  was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  to  ex- 
tend the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  tire  peace  in  the 
district  of  Columbia,  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  a 
good  deal  of  other  business  attended  to. 

Wednesday,  Feb.  26.  Various  proceedings  were 
had,  that  will  hereafter  appear  in  the  results. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit:  “a 
bill  to  amend  the  ordinance  and  acts  of  congress 
for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  Michigan;” 

«a  bill  further  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  an  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled 
‘an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands  prior  to  the  1st  July,  1820;”  tne  bill  '‘to  pro- 
vide for  carrying  into  effect  the  convention  of  na- 
vigation and  commerce,  between  tht.  United  States 
and  France,  concluded  at  Washington,  June  24, 
1822;”  “a  hill  making  the  gold  coins  of  Great  Bri 
tain,  France,  Portugal  and  Spain,  receivable  in  pay 
mewts  on  account  of  public  lands;”  “the  bill  to  con- 
tinue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  ‘an  act  regulating 
the  currency  within  the  United  States,  of  the  gold 
coins  of  Great  Britain.  France,  Portugal  and  Spain, 
and  the  crowns  of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces,* 
passed  the  29th  day  of  April,  1816,  so  far  as  the 
same  relates  to  the  crowns  of  France  and  five 
franc  pieces;”  “a  bill  further  to  prolong  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia;”  “a  bill  mak- 
ing further  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1823;”  “a  bill  for 
the  punishment  of  piracy;”  “a  joint  resolution  con 
cerning  Florida  Indians,”  were  severally  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  con 
currence. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  entitled  “an  act  to  re- 
peal so  much  of  an  act,  passed  the  18th  day  of 
April,  1806,  as  limits  the  price  of  lands  in  the  state 
of  Tennessee,”  was  read  a third  time  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  senate  directing  the 
printing  of  the  journal  of  the  revolutionary  con- 
gress was  on  its  passage  to  a third  reading— when 
The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blackledge, 
took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  pub- 
lie  buildings.  All  the  items  of  appropriation  con- 
tained in  the  bill  were  agreed  to  by  the  committee, 
except  an  item  of  §20,000  for  erecting  a portico 
on  the  south  front  of  the  president’s  house. 

After  two  unsuccessful  efforts  to  fill  this  blank 
with  20,000  and  10,000  dollars,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Tracy,  and  Mr.  McCoy,  opposing  this  item  in 
every  shape,  and  Mr.  JBlacJcledge  &nc\  Mr.  Ifoodcock, 
supporting  it — 

Mr.  Ball  moved  to  fill  it  with  nineteen  thousand  dol 
lar.s;  which  motion  was  agreed  to — ayes  54,  noes  51. 
The  bill  having  been  gone  through  with— 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  the  two  bills 
as  amended  in  committee. 

The  first  of  these  two  bills  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  question  was  then  on  concurring  in  the 
amendments  made  to  the  second  bill;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  item  of  §19,000  for 
the  portico  to  the  president’s  house  was  excepted 
from  the  rest,  and  the  question  thereupon  was  re- 
quired to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  other 
amendments  being  agreed  to — 


The  motion  to  agree  to  the  r n'.-pted  amendment 
was  determined  by  yc.as  and  nays  as  follows: -yeas 
81,  nays  .56. 

Alter  ViU'ious  debate,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  house  resolved  to  have  an  evening  session, 
and  adjourneil  to  meet  again  at  6 o’clock. 

Evening  sessiem.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a message,  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  the  information  called 
for  by  the  resolution  of  the  24th  ultimo,  of  the 
number  of  persons,  and  the  amount  due  from  each, 
whose  compensations  have  been  withheld,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  law  prohibiting  payment  to  person? 
in  arrear  to  the  government;  wliich  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  tiie  senate  “to  regulate  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
certain  Briti.sb  colonial  ports,”  was  read  a third 
time,  and  finally  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  ‘‘to  amend  the  act  for  orga- 
nizing the  government  of  the  territory  of  Florida” 
was  read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate 
for  concurrence. 

The  bill  further  to  regulate  the  post  oflice  de- 
partment, was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
and,  at  last,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  of  the  house. 
Some  other  business  was  attended  to,  but  a quorum 
was  kept  up  with  difficulty 

Tiicrsdat’s  pnocBEiurfos  — Feu.  2~. 

This  being  the  last  dky,  according  to  the  rub  s 
of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  that  any  bill  origi- 
nating in  either,  could  be  passed  and  sent  to  the 
other  for  concurrence,  a great  many  bills  were  pas.s- 
ed  ira  both  houses — chieMy  of  a private  or  loo. ,1  na- 
ture, the  mere  recapitulation  of  which  would  occu- 
py more  lime  and  room  than  is  now  left  to  us.  The 
detail  shall  be  attended  to  in  our  next  Each  house 
had  an  evening  session,  and  it  was  11  o’clock  be- 
fore the  house  of  representatives  adjourned. 

The  committee  on  the  suppressed  documents 
made  a report — leaving  the  matter  pretty  much  as? 
they  found  it. 


CMIIONICLE. 

The  Cyane  was  at  .St.  Uiomas  on  the  31st  Dec 
last,  after  having  rendered  much  service  on  the  Co- 
lombian coast.  Her  officers  and  crew  had  been 
much  afflicted  with  sickness— 140  cases  of  fever 
( and  relapses),  had  taken  place.  The  number  of 
deaths  is  not  stated;  but  at  the  day  of  the  above 
date  only  16  persons  were  on  the  sick  report, 
chiefly  cases  of  debility. 

Died,  at  New  Orleans,  gen.  F.  Humbert,  former- 
ly distinguished  in  the  army  of  the  French  republic, 
who  landed  in  Ireland  in  1798,  and  defeated  gen. 
Lake,  &c. 

South  Carolina.  Mr.  McDuffie  Im.s  been  re-elect- 
ed to  congress,  by  a large  majority.  For  Mr. 
McDuffie  2054;  Mr.  Black  823;  Mr.  Lomax  420. 
Messrs.  Wilson,  Gist,  Tucker  and  Govan  are  re- 
elected, and  Mr.  Warren  H.  Davis  elected.  One 
district  to  be  heard  from. 

Louisiana.  Henry  Johnson  has  been  re-elected 
a senator  of  the  United  States  by  the  legislature  of 
this  slate,  for  6 years  from  the  4th  March  next.  For 
H.  Johnson,  42;  F.  X.  Martin,  10;  J.  S.  Johnson  6. 

Mississippi.  Thomas  H.  Williams  has  been  una- 
nimously re-elected  a senator  of  the  United  States- 
by  the  legislature  of  this  state. 
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AN  ADDRESS 

DEllVEnED  BEPOBE  THE 

PHILADELPHIA  SOCIETY 

FOR  PROMOTING  AGRICULTORE, 

At  iu  aitiiual  meeting,  on  the  fifteenth  of  January,  1122. 

BT  NICHOLAS  BIPULE,  ZSa. 

At  a meeting  of  the  “Philadelphia  Society  for  pro- 
moting Agriculture,”  held  1st  mo.  15th,  1822: 

Thefannual  address  was  delivered  by  Nicholas 
Biddle,  esqr. 

' Whereupon,  liriolveil,  unanimously.  That  the 
thanks  of  the  society  be  presented  to  Nicholas  Bid- 
dle, esqr.  for  his  eloquent  oration  this  day  proiionn- 
ced,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a copy  for 
publication.  From  the  minutes. 

Robeuts  Vaux,  Secretary. 

Mr.  rrejidem,an<l  gentlemen  of  the  Agricultural  Society: 

1 congratulate  you  on  the  return  of  this  an- 
niversary of  our  society.  I rejoice  with  you  that 
another  year  has  been  added  to  iis  long  career  of 
usefulness— and  that,  as  tlie  occupations  of  this  day 
prove,  we  are  prepared  to  resume  our  labors  with 
• indiminished  zeal  and  increased  resources.  It  is 
now  nearly  forty  years,  since  a few  sagacious  and 
distinguished  gentlemen,  who  had  honorably  serv- 
ed their  country  during  the  war,  wisely  judging 
that  its  prosperity  in  peace  eminently  depended  on 
its  agriculture,  laid  tlie  foundation  of  this  institu- 
tion, the  first,  and,  for  a long  time,  the  only  agri- 
cultural society  in  .\merica.  From  that  period  to 
the  present  day,  its  members  have  been  unwearied 
in  cherishing  the  best  interests  of  the  nation.  An 
extensive  correspondence  with  the  enlightened 
farmers  of  Europe — the  introduction  of  the  latest 
writings — of  the  most  improved  implements — of 
new  Varieties  of  plants — and  the  best  breeds  of 
animals,  gave  them  advantages  which  they  have 
imparted  to  their  countrymen  with  a liberality  wor- 
t.hy  of  all  praise. 

From  these  elforts  they  have  reaped  an  abundant 
harvest.  They  may  find  it  in  the  distinction  which 
their  labors  have  acquired  among  the  agriculturists 
of  Europe — they  may  find  it  in  the  homage  which 
every  section  of  the  union  is'offering  to  the  socie- 
ty, by  following  its  example — they  may  find  it  un- 
der a far  more  delightful  form,  in  the  satisfaction 
of  having  contributed  to  the  advancement  of  their 
country,  which  has  presented  a scene  of  agricultu- 
ral prosperity,  such  as  was  never  before  given  to  the 
hopes  of  men.  These  are  natural  and  gratifying 
reflections.  It  will,  however,  better  accord  with 
the  unassuming  and  practical  character  of  the  so- 
ciety, if,  instead  of  indulging  in  personal  feelings, 
we  endeavour  to  make  even  this  meeting  not  whol- 
ly unprofitable  by  an  attempt,  necessarily  hasty  and 
imperfect,  to  compare  the  situation  of  the  best  cul- 
tivated parts  of  Europe  with  our  own — to  observe 
the  means  of  improvement  which  the  examination 
presents— and  to  suggest  such  topics  as  may  recom- 
mend the  pursuit  of  agriculture  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  this  inquiry  our  curiosity  is  naturally  first  at- 
tracted towards  those  distinguished  nations  in  the 
south  of  Europe,  who,  after  filling  the  world  with 
tlieirfame,  have  passed  away,  bequeathing  to  poste- 
rity some  of  the  noblest  works  of  genius,  and  the 
purest  examples  of  human  character.  Undoubted- 
ly^ in  all  that  remains  of  them,  we  may  trace  the 
evidences  of  strong  attachment  to  rural  life,  and  an 
e.xquisite  perception  of  its  enjoyments.  Undoubted- 
ly the  cultivators  of  the  soil  were  among  the  most 
distinguished  citizens;  and  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
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culture  have  rarely  been  embellished  by  so  much 
eloquence,  or  sung  with  so  much  enthusiasm,  as  by 
the  great  writers  of  antiquity.  But  this  intellec- 
tual enjoyment  of  the  country  may  well  consist  with 
an  imperfect  condition  of  husbandry.  The  natural 
feelings  belong  to  all  times,  but  science  is  necessa- 
rily progressive;  nor  does  it  detract  in  any  degree 
from  the  merits  of  the  farmers  of  ancient  days,  that, 
in  an  era  of  comparative  infancy,  in  the  physical 
sciences,  they  were  not  advanced  beyond  the 
knowledge  of  their  age.  I incline  to  think  then 
that  our  natural  reverence  for  ancient  nations,  has 
exaggerated  the  value  of  their  agriculture,  and 
that  a deliberate  examination  of  ibeir  history  and 
their  writings,  is  calculated  to  lower  the  general 
estimate  of  the  scientific  management  of  their 
lands. 

Thus  the  most  distinguished  people  of  antiquity, 
the  Athenians,  were  extremely  attached  to  the 
country  life;  yet  their  agriculture  mu.st  have  been 
imperfect.  Attica  is  a small  ridgy  poor  district  of 
land,  about  one-third  as  large  as  the  neighboring 
county  of  Bucks,  with  a very  light  calcareous  soil, 
so  dry,  that  it  would  not  yield  pasture  to  support 
the  cavalry  employed  in  its  defence,  and  so  unpro- 
ductive, that  it  did  not  aftbrd  grain  enough  for  the 
subsistence  of  the  farmers  themselves.  Its  supplies 
of  grain  were  annually  imported,  and  its  chief  pro- 
duce then  was,  as  it  is  now,  the  honey  from  its  hills, 
and  the  olive  which  delights  in  its  thin  dry  soil. 

Their  great  rivals  occupied  a larger,  and  rather 
a better  country,  but  their  habits  and  their  institu- 
tions, estranged  them  totally  from  the  cultivation  of 
it.  The  territory  of  Sparta  was  divided  into  small 
lots,  each  yielding  about  70  bushels  of  grain,  with  a 
proportion  of  wine  and  oil;  and  these  were  cultiva- 
ted, not  by  the  owners  themselves,  who  disdained 
the  pacific  labors  of  husbandry,  but  by  a class  of 
people,  half  slaves  and  half  tenants,  who  gave  a 
fixed  proportion  of  the  produce  to  the  landlords. 
Such  a state  of  things  must  be  inauspicious  to  ag- 
riculture; the  frugality  of  the  owner  being  satisfied 
by  a very  moderate  production,  and  the  depressed 
condition  of  the  tenant,  rarely  giving  him  the 
means  or  the  wish  of  improving  his  farm.  The  rest 
of  the  Greek  states  seem  to  have  supplied  their  own 
consumption:  but  the  observation  ofone  of  their  best 
farmers,  Xenophon,  that  agriculture  is  the  easiest 
of  all  the  arts,  and  readily  acquired  by  a little  at- 
tention to  the  execution,  reveals  better  than  any 
colleciion  of  facts,  the  true  state  of  Greek  hus- 
bandry; particularly  as  it  is  confirmed  by  the  re- 
mains of  all  the  georical  writers  of  Greece,  which 
have  reached  us. 

We  have  ampler  information  with  regard  to  the 
ancient  state  of  Italy.  The  institutions  and  the 
manners  of  the  early  Romans  must  have  been  sin- 
gularly favorable  to  agriculture.  The  extreme  sub- 
division of  the  soil  cultivated  by  the  proprietor 
himself,  seems  to  present  the  strongest  incentive 
of  necessity  and  interest  to  good  husbandry.  Thus 
the  first  allotment  to  each  individual  was  two  acres.* 
How  long  this  limitation  continued,  is  unknown; 
but,  on  the  establishment  of  the  republic,  245  years 
afterwa.ds,  the  limit  was  fixed  at  seven  acres.f 
This,  like  all  unnatural  arrangements  which  restrict 
human  industry,  gave  way  before  the  progress  of 
wealth  and  inequality;  for,  in  about  a century  andu 
half,  a law  prohibited  the  possession  by  any  individ- 
ual of  more  than  five  hundred.  But  the  change  of 


* About  one  acre  and  a quarter,  American  mea- 
sure. 

fFour  and  one-third  acres  Anaerican  T»ea«ure. 
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fanners,  the  infatuation  of  power,  above  all,  the  in- 
troduction  of  slavery,  rendered  it  difficult  to  enforce 
these  restraints,  and  the  career  of  this  inequality 
did  net  stop,  till,  as  is  confessed  by  Pliny,  the  exten- 
sive  estates  had  destroyed  liotne  and  the  provinces, 
and  one  half  of  Africa  was  owned  by  six  Roman 
families,  whom  Nero  destroyed.  In  the  progress  of 
these  changes,  the  best  remembrances  of  the  Ro- 
man power,  as  well  as  tlie  highest  advancement  of 
its  agriculture,  are  connected  with  the  period  im- 
mediately succeeding  the  formation  of  the  republic, 
when  the  allotment  of  seven  acres  continued  to  be 
generally  maintained,  and  it  was  deemed  wrong  in 
a senator  to  possess  more  than  fifty.  It  was  during 
this  period,  that  the  farm  of  Cincinnatirs  consisted 
of  four  acres,  the  other  three  having  been  lost  by 
his  becoming  a security  for  a friend.  It  was  then 
that  Curius,  on  his  return  from  a successful  cam- 
paign,  refused  from  the  people  a grant  of  fifty  acres, 
declaring,  that  he  was  a bad  citizen  v/ho  could  not 
be  contented  with  the  old  allowance  of  seven.— 
We  cannot  doubt  that  this  subdivision  of  the  soil 
required  good  cultivation  to  satisfy  the  wants  even 
of  the  frugal.  But  in  the  days  which  are  cited  as 
the  most  distinguished  in  her  history,  when  Rom 
spread  over  Italy  and  almost  ail  the  ancient  world 
— the  substitution  of  slaves  for  free  laborers  had 
given  a new  character  to  agriculture.  In  that  pe 
riod  almost  all  Italy  was  cultiirated  by  slaves — not 
like  that  unhappy  class  of  persons  in  our  time, 
whose  misfortunes  are  alleviated  by  tenderness,  and 
whose  increasing  numbers  are  at  once  the  evidence 
and  the  reward  of  humanity—but  by  male  slaves 
brought  from  t’ne  provinces,  wliose  waste,  as  they 
possessed  no  families,  was  constantly  recruited 
iVorn  the  remote  parts  of  the  empire.  Their  num- 
bers must  have  rendered  them  formidable,  for  they 
seem  to  have  worked  like  modern  galley  slaves,  in 
chains;  they  must  have  been  treated  with  grea’. 
harshness,  since,  among  other  proofs  of  it,  Cato  re- 
commends, as  a matter  of  course,  to  every  good 
economist  to  sell  off  his  old  waggons,  and  tools, 
and  cattle,  and  his  old  and  sickly  slaves~and  their 
labor  could  not  have  been  very  efficient,  as  the  al- 
lowance for  a grain  farm  of  125  American  acres,  a 
great  part  of  which  was  of  course  in  fallow,  was 
eight  iiien. 

Accordingly,  there  are  two  facts  decisive  as  to 
the  general  productiveness  of  laud.  'I'he  first  is, 
that  as  the  almost  universal  system  of  farming  was 
by  alternate  crops  and  fallows,  nearly  one  half  the 
soil  must  have  been  always  unemployed.  The  se- 
cond is,  that  the  average  produce  of  Italy,  in  the 
time  of  Columella,  was  only  four  times  the  seed — 
two  circumstances  which  do  not  now  concur  m any 
well  cultivated  country. 

Nor  do  the  agricultural  writers  inspire  more  fa- 
vorable opinions.  The  works  of  Cato,  of  Varo,  of 
Columella,  of  Virgil,  of  Palladius,  and  of  the  writ- 
ers whose  fragments  are  contained  in  the  collection 
ascribed  to  Constantine,  present,  it  is  true,  the 
most  curious  details  of  ancient  husbandry.  There 
is  much  excellent  sense,  much  admirable  practice, 
many  processes  which  might  furnish  suggestions 
for  modern  improvement;  but  farmers  who  resort 
to  them  for  instruction,  will  rise,  I think,  from  the 
study,  with  an  impression,  that  their  agriculture 
W'as  governed  by  practices  rather  than  principles; 
and  that  there  is  wanting  that  knowledge  of  the 
processes  of  vegetation,  the  composition  of  soils, 
and  the  rotation  of  crops,  which  have  given  to  mo 
dern  farming  its  dignity  and  value.  Even  thes( 
useful  practices  too,  are  often  disfigured  by  a fa; 
tasticai  mixture  of  superstition  and  empiricism. 


When,  for  instance,  we  read  in  Ca'o  a minute  de- 
scriptionof  an  incantation,  by  which  the  dislocated 
bodies  of  a farmer  may  be  charmed  back  imo  their 
places — when  Columella  directs  us  to  save  our 
vines  from  mice,  by  trimming  them  at  night  durii  g 
a full  moon — when  Sotion  declares  that  an  efihctual 
mode  of  extirpating  broom  rape  from  the  fields,  is 
to  draw  on  five  shells  the  picture  of  Hercules 
strangling  a lion,  and  bury  one  in  the  middle 
one  in  each  corner  of  ihe  field — when  Democritus 
will  ensure  us  a thriving  garden,  if  we  bury  an  ass’s 
head  in  the  middle  of  it — and  when  no  less  than 
five  of  the  most  sober  writers  gravely  describe  the 
remedy  by  which  the  broom  rape  rn.ay  be  driven 
from  all  fields,  and  caterpillars  banished  instai.tly 
from  gardens,  which  was  to  make  a bare-footed, 
half-clad  woman,  with  her  hair  dishevelled,  walk 
three  times  round  it — when  these,  and  many  similar 
directions  are  given  by  the  great  masters  of  the 
science,  they  must  be  received  as  evidences  of 
its  extreme  impertection.  Indeed,  no  one  who  will 
compare  the  rude  plough  of  the  Romans  w'ith  the 
admirable  instruments  of  France  and  Engl  md,  or 
will  contrast  the  writings  of  Columella  and  sir  John 
Sinclair,  can  fail  to  ac’.  nowledge  how  much  science 
and  the  mechanic  arts  have  contributed  to  agricul- 
ture. 

We  may  derive  more  instruction  from  their  de- 
scendants. So  naturally  do  our  recollections  dwell 
rather  on  the  past  than  the  present  Italy — so  much 
more  are  we  attracted  by  its  ruins  than  by  its  pros- 
perity, that  we  have  not  sufficiently  admired  its  agri- 
culture. Yet  Italy  is  probably  at  this  day  the  best 
cultivated  country  in  Europe.  It  supports  from  its 
soil,  a population  greater  in  proportion  to  its  ex:- 
tent  than  any  other;  and  such  is  its  admirable  sys- 
tem of  culture,  so  triumphant  its  industry,  that, 
though  suffering  from  the  worst  of  all  evils,  op- 
pressive and  piofligaie  governments — although  a 
great  extent  of  country,  not  less  than  two  hun- 
dred miles  long,  and  from  twenty-five  to  sixty 
miles  wide,  is  in  a considerable  degiee  lost  to 
cultivation,  by  the  malaria,  which  has  depopulated 
the  fairest  part  of  the  old  Roman  empire;  still 
the  absolute  amount  of  its  produce  w'as  never  per- 
haps greater  than  at  present.  They  have  accom- 
plished this,  by  substituting,  for  the  long  fallows  of 
antiquity,  a judicious  rotation  of  crops,  and  by  ter- 
racing the  feet  and  sides  of  the  mountains,  so  as 
to  render  them  eminently  productive.  The  minute 
division  of  the  soil  forms  the  peculiar  feature  of  its 
agriculture.  When  the  influence  of  Christianity 
had  abolished  slavery,  the  manumitted  slaves,  who 
were  then  the  only  laborers,  became  tenants,  and 
have  so  continued  to  the  present  day.— Five-sixths 
of  its  population  are  small  farmers,  working  the 
land  on  shares  of  one-half  or  one-third.  These 
cultivators  of  a few  acres  have  rendered  their 
country  so  fertile,  that,  from  one  end  of  Italy  to  the 
other — from  the  irrigated  meadows  of  Lombardy  to 
the  volcanic  regions  of  Naples,  if  we  except  some 
parts  of  the  pope’s  dominions — there  is  scarcely  a 
single  spot  whicli  does  not  produce  the  utmost 
wh  ch-  Its  situation  and  natural  ferlili'y  admits  The 
eye  rests  with  delight  upon  the  magnificent  pros- 
pects of  piedmont  and  the  Milanese;  on  that  busy 
scene  of  industry,  which  sustains  a population  of 
one  person  lo  every  two  acres — where  three-fourths 
of  its  gross  produce  is  disposable,  and  where  the 
fie!  s are  co  ^stantly  covered  with  a succes.don  of 
ViTieJ  and  abundant  harvests.  The  district  near 
V^esuvius  has  a population  of  5,000  si.’uls  to  the 
quare  league,  a proportion  unkno'^  r.  ' o any  other 
pan  of  Europe:  wiiyde  still  further  m Sor- 
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rente,  their  rota* ion  of  eicjht  crons  in  five  years,  anr* 
one  of  them  a cotton  crop,  is  prenonnreJ  by  a com- 
petent  jurljr^to  be  "the  best  m'  nage<l  and  the  rriost 
productive  of  any  in  the  worl  i.” 

It  is  however  rivalled,  if  it  he  not  equalled,  by 
many  p-trts  of  Flanders;  wliere,  from  a soil  more  fer- 
tile than  Ita’y,  tfioup;h  in  a r,f  mate  less  pfenial,  they 
extract  from  th^ir  hand  hy  induslrv  and  the  appli- 
cation of  manures,  a rapid  suncesslon  crops,  proha- 


eentury — that  in  Cheshire  the  antiquated  system  of 
a century  back  still  prevails — that  ‘Shropshire  i <? 
subject  to  a very  inefficient  cultivation,  and  ths*, 
in  short,  "a  preat  part  of  the  kingdom  is  in  a very 
lamenlahle  state  of  apricidtura)  unproductiveness.” 
Some  of  these  defects  are  the  r'^sult  of  ignorance 
and  prejudice.  With  .all  the  splendid  success  ot 
Mr.  Coke,  of  N’orfolk,  in  rendering  his  land  nearly 
ten  times  as  productive,  he  used  the  drill  husban- 


blv  not  inferior  to  those  of  any  other  country.  1'he  |<lry  for  sixteen  years  before  any  individual  followed 


details  of  Italian  and  Flemish  husbandry —the  Itn 
lian  rotation  of  crops^  and  the  Flemish  management 
of  cattle  and  manures — are  worthy  of  attentive  stu- 
dy bv  all  in  this  country,  vvlin  would  improve  in  scl- 
■entific  farmiii.T.  They  would  often  siiggest  modes 


Ids  example;  and  ev('u  now  his  improvements  are 
s’’p  osed,  by  him'ielf,  to  extend  about  one  mile  in 
a year.  Ot'ier  causes,  however,  are  not  wanting, 
and  some  that  to  us  ‘cem  almost  incredible.  For 
instance,  nearly  one-half  the  arable  land  of  Kngland 


of  culture,  better  ad.apte.l  to  our  climate  than  the  jis  held  in  common;  its  culture  is  therefore  subject 
practices  of  England,  whicli  we  are  too  prone  tojto  restrictions  either  of  custom  or  law,  ami  tlie 
follow  w’ithoMt  malcing  allowance  for  the  essential  ' - - 

difference  between  the  seasf)ns  of  the  two  countries. 

The  general  cultivation  of  Great  Britain  is  cal- 


culated to  inspire  a mingled  feeling  of  admiration 
and  surpri.sp:  of  admiration  at  what  sliehas  accom- 
p ished,  and  surprise  at  vvliat  she  has  neglected. — 

She  has  many  advantages:  her  exuberant  capital, 
her  commerce,  her  .nan  ifactures,  furnishing  to  agri- 
cuktire  so  large  a body  of  domestic  consumers,  have 
enabled  her  to  cover  a large  portion  of  her  soil  with 
a picturesque  and  beautiful  cultivation,  which  no 
stranger  can  contemplate  without  satisfaction. — 

Yet  a nearer  inquiry  excites  astonishment,  that  this 
very  success  has  not  induced  a more  enlarged  and  few  acres,  and  in  soils  where  two  horses  might  ea 


portion  of  each  commoner  is  often  so  arrangerl,  that 
he  cannot  cross-plough  his  land  for  fear  of  tres 
pa?,sing  on  his  neighbor.  'I'liese  it  may  be  easily 
imagined,  do  not  produce  more  than  half  the  value 
which  might  be  drawn  from  them,  by  enclosure 
and  exclusive  ]>o-isrssion.  Agriin,  the  fiult  which 
i.s  constantly  deplored  by  her  svriter.s,  and  one  that 
seems  peculiarly  strange  where  t!ie  economy  ni 
human  labor  is  so  well  understood,  is  the  .super- 
fluous expense  of  cultivation  by  tl'.e  multitude  of 
horses.  It  is  at  this  day  common  in  Erg’and, 
to  see  four,  five,  and  six  horses,  following  each 
other  in  single  file,  before  a plough,  in  fields  of  a 


better  cultivation 

There  is  an  extraordinary  difference  in  the  cal- 
culations of  British  econo-^;  ical  an<l  statistical 
writers  on  that  subject;  hut  the  safest  estim.ates 
show,  that  a proportion  of  from  one-third  to  nearly 
one-half  of  the  surface  of  Great  Britain  is  wa.ste 
and  almost  unproductive.  Of  these  waste  lands, 
that  one-fourth  or  one-fifth 


sily  accomplish  the  work;  to  see  teams  of  four 
horses  employed,  where  two  would  be  quite  suffi- 
cient; and  this  not’.vithstanding  the  successful  in- 
troduction of  tb.e  Scotch  mode  of  ploughing  as  in 
this  country.  The  consequence  is,  that  flngland 
and  Scotland  are  e.stimated  to  contain  .3,500,000 
horse.s,  consuming  the  value  of  4.jO,OO0,OGO  of  dol 
lars,  and  the  produce  of  sixteen  millions  of  acre.«^, 


might  be  enclosed  and  cultivated,  and  the  rest  em-  being  nearly  onc-half  the  productive  lands  of  the 


ployed  for  sheep  or  for  planting  timber.  The  con- 
sequence i.s,  that  she  does  not  raise  grain  enough 
for  her  own  consumption;  the  average  importations 
of  wheat  and  wheat  Hour,  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  having  been  about  four  millions  of  bushels 


Icingaom.  The  condition  of  a large  proportion  of 
Lhe  tenants  too,  is,  in  many  respects,  unfavorable 
The  soil  of  England  is  o\vn“d  by  about  40.000  per- 
sons, and,  a greater  part  of  l!ie  leases  are  at  v/ill,  or 
for  a short  term  from  five  to  nine  years,  the  better 
a year,  amounting  to  nearly  thirteen  or  fourteen  j policy  oflong  leases  not  having  yet  become  general. 


days  co.osumption.  Whether  it  be  desirable  to  re-  (Lastly  come  the  tithes  arud  taxes;  the  tithes,  which 
sort  to  the  waste  lands  to  supfdy  this  deficiency,  take  from  three-fourths  of  the  occupiers  of  land  in 


is  a question  of  their  domestic  policy,  v/hich  it  is 
for  her  alone  to  decide.  Bat  even  a stranger  may 
be  allowed  to  perceive,  that,  without  abstracting 
capital  from  oliier  pursuits  to  reclaim  waste  lands, 
the  deficiency  of  England  might  be  readily  supplied 
by  the  simpler  process  of  a better  husbandry  on 
Jands  now  under  cultivation.  "A  ver;  small  por- 
tion,” says  one  of  her  best  authors,  Dickson,  writing 
in  1804,  "a  very  small  portion  of  the  cultivated 
parts  of  the  island  has,  even  at  this  advanced  pe- 
riod, been  brought  under  a judicious  and  well  con- 
ducted system  of  husbandry.  Immense  tracts  of 
land,  of  the  more  rich  and  fertile  kinds,  may  be 
still  met  with  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
that  are  managed  in  very  imperfect  and  disadvan- 
tageous methods  of  farming;”  and  he  adopts  the 
calculation  of  sir  John  Sinclair,  that  thirty  millions 
of  acres  are  either  in  a state  of  waste,  or  cultivated 
under  a very  defective  system  of  husbandry.  Even 
still  later,  in  1812  and  1816,  we  learn  from  the 
valuable  writings  of  Dr.  Rigby,  that  some  of  the 
very  counties  which  Dickson  considers  as  the  most 
perfect,  are  still  very  deficient:  that  in  Essex  the 
wretched  system  of  fleet  ploughing  and  whole  year 

^ ^ I — a.^  4.1. 


England  one-teiith  nf  (ho  gross  produce,  even  when 
the  remainder  may  afford  no  remuner.atinn  for  their 
labors — and  the  taxes,  which,  combine  i with  the 
tithe.s,  on  an  average,  .-imount  to  more  than  one-half 
of  the  rent. 

However  consoling  these  views  may  be  to  our 
own  faults,  it  is  more  agreeah’e  to  dwell  on  the 
pleasing  .side  of  English  farming,  an  1 to  derive  in- 
struction rather  from  their  success  than  thelT-  mis- 
fortunes. And  truly  there  is  something  admirable 
in  the  generous  and  buoyant  and  elastic  .spirit  with 
which  the  genius  and  industry  of  that  country 
have  upheld  its  agriculture,  under  a complication 
of  burdens,  such  as  never  before  pressed  on  the  soil 
of  any  country.  By  her  pectiliar  condition — by  the 
poor  laws — the  tithes — the  taxes  of  every  de.scrip 
tion,  England  was  reduced  to  a condition  which 
demanded  every  energy  of  the  farmer,  and  tasked 
to  the  very  utmost  resource  of  capital  and  inven- 
tion. On  a moderate  oomputation,  an  acre  of  the 
best  farming  land,  in  order  to  repay  with  profit  the 
labors  of  cultivation,  must  yield  about  thirty  or 
forty  dollars:  and  accordingly  it  was  made  to  pro- 
duce that  sum.  By  liberal  investments  of  capital. 


fallows  Jis  still  pertinacioasly  adhered  to— -that  by  judicious  and  economical  htisbantljy,  they  liav 
Sussex  is  bfhiod  almost  all  others,  at  least  half  a I extorted  from  a soil,  not  naturaliy  disunguish 
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for  fertility,  and  a climate  inconstant  and  treacher- 
ous, an  amount  of  produce  which  enabled  the  farm- 
ers of  England  and  Scotland  to  pay  a higher  rent 
than  is  yielded  by  some  of  the  finest  soils  of  Italy. 
If  indeed  we  were  to  select  any  district  where  skill 
and  capital  have  been  most  successful  against  natu- 
ral obstacles,!  incline  to  think  we  should  name  the 
Lo»  hiatjs  . Scotland. 

That  the  example  of  these  countries  may  not  be 
lost  to  us,  we  should  habitually  compare  them  with 
our  own.  It  is  now  about  a century  and  a half, 
since  the  people  of  the  United  States  have  been 
prihcipally  occupied  in  reducing  to  cultivation 
their  extensive  forests.  Their  agriculture  bears, 
of  course,  the  impression  of  their  circumstances. 
While  land  was  cheap,  and  capital  smad  and  labor 
dear,  it  was  more  natural  to  reclaim  new  fields  than 
to  restore  the  old,  and  to  diffuse  over  a wide  sur- 
face of  cheap  land  the  greatest  power  of  dear  la- 
bor. The  growth  of  cities — the  creation  of  new 
classes  of  society— the  increase  of  manufactures, 
have  now  concentered  our  population,  and  by  the 
formation  of  a permanent  home  market,  are  calcu- 
lated to  give  a new  character  to  our  farming.  In 
venturing  upon  that  subject,  it  is  fit  to  speak  with 
entire  freedom.  The  object  of  our  society  is  our 
improvement.  Instead,  therefore, of  dwellingupon 
the  merits  of  our  farming,  which  is  in  many  particu- 
lars deserving  of  great  commendation,  I shall 
prefer  the  less  agreeable  office  of  indicating  the 
means  of  its  advancement,  believing  that  the  hum- 
blest exercise  of  patriotism  is  to  praise  our  country 
without  striving  to  improve  it. 

The  condition  of  the  soil  of  Pennsylvania  may  be 
examined,  first,  in  relation  to  its  uncultivated  land, 
and  secondly,  with  regard  to  its  liusbandry. 

According  to  the  opinion  of  a very  distinguished 
geologist,  Mr.  Maclure,  Pennsylvania  contains  more 
good  land  than  any  Atlantic  state  in  the  union;  that 
is,  she  possesses  a greater  extent  of  that  formation 
—the  secondary — which  form  its  position,  the  course 
cfits  rivers,  and  the  mineral  deposites  which  belong 
to  it,  is  best  calculated  to  sustain  a numerous  po- 
pulation.  These  advantages  it  must  not  be  dissem- 
bled have  not  attracted  their  due  share  of  attention. 
I incline  to  think  that  the  best  portion  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  which  is  destined  to  act  hereafter  the 
most  distinguished  part  in  our  agriculture,  has  never 
yet  felt  the  plough.  It  is  indeed  lamentable  to  see 
so  much  of  this  long-established  state  totally  aban- 
doned—to  look  at  extensive  tracts  of  rich  country 
without  a road  or  an  inhabitant — to  meet,  almost  in 
the  heart  of  Pennsylvaaia,  the  Seneca  Indians  from 
New  York,  hunting  through  a wilderness  of  nearly 
a hunderd  miles  in  extent,  with  less  interruption 
perhaps  than  they  would  have  found  two  centuries 
ago.  There  are  seventeen  adjoining  counties,  north 
and  west  of  the  Susquehanna,  containing  an  extent 
of  more  than  18,Q00  square  miles,  with  a population 
of  about  six  souls  for  every  square  mile.  There  are 
five  adjoining  counties,  containing  nearly  6,000 
square  miles,  without  one  inhabitant  to  the  square 
mile.  There  are  three  adjoining  counties,  more  than 
3,500  square  miles  in  extent,  with  only  one  human 
being  for  every  two  and  a half  square  miles.  J 
seem  to  be  speaking  of  some  desert  on  the  Yellow 
Stone,  not  of  a fine  region  with  in  four  days  ride  of 
Philadelphia,  which  wsis  possessed  in  full  sovereign, 
ty  by  Pennsylvania  more  than  sixty  years  ago— 
an  antiquty  in  this  country — a period  when  the  great 
empires  of  the  west,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana, 
who  will  outnumber  Pennsylvania  in  the  next  con- 
gress, were  not  among  the  prophecies  of  men. 
There  no  example  among  the  old  states  of  a 


wilderness  like  this.  It  h'^s  lost  to  the  state  half  a 
million  of  inhabitants.  It  has  condemned  to  bar- 
renness a magnificent  region,  that  should  have  been 
filled  with  wealth,  with  intelligence  and  power.  If  we 
cast  our  eyes  over  the  map  of  the  union,  we  may 
discern  in  Virginia,  a district  of  country  to  which 
the  nation  has  three  times  resorted  for  iis  chief  ma- 
gistrate.  A large  proportion  of  the  corresponding 
part  of  Pennsylvania  is  one  unbroken  wilderness, 
the  habitual  hunting  ground  of  savages.  In  the  cause 
of  this  calamity  we  may  learn  a great  lesson,  not 
merely  of  agricultural,  but  political  wisdom. — 
Something  certainly  must  be  ascribed  to  the  unhap- 
py controversy  with  Connecticut,  which,  after  half 
a century  of  confusion,  of  concession,  and  of  compro- 
mise, has  but  recently  closed.  But  the  greater  part 
of  the  evil  may  be  traced  to  bad  legislation.  If, 
when  the  state  sold  its  vacant  lands,  they  had  been 
previously  surveyed  and  marked,  as  those  of  the 
United  States  were,  they  would  have  been  cheerfully 
bought  and  easily  settled;  but  the  unfortunate  po- 
licy of  selling  the  right  to  land,  leaving  the  pur- 
chaser to  find  it,  and  the  mistaken  hope  of  peo- 
pling the  CQwntrV,  by  requiring  paper  conditions  ot 
settlement,  instead  of  leaving  it  to  grow  with  the 
natural  course  of  enterprize — these  have  introduc- 
ed a fatal  spirit  of  speculation  and  of  fraud,  which 
thirty  years  have  not  yet  completely  ?bpaired.  En- 
tire families  were  ruined  by  the  madness  of  these 
delusions.  In  the  inextricable  confusion  of  inter- 
fering claims,  the  same  lands  were  again  and  again 
sold  by  fraud  or  ignorance,  till  the  maps  of  some  of 
our  counties  exhibit  a mosaic  of  conflicting  surveys, 
which  no  science  except  law  can  ever  bring  into 
harmony.  Then  came  the  reaction  of  disappoint- 
ment. Men  turned  with  disgust  from  a scene  of  so 
much  suffering,  and  dreading  a lawsuit  on  the  thres- 
hold of  every  man’s  property,  abandoned  in  despair 
the  attempt  to  settle  lands  so  surrounded  with  un- 
certainty and  trouble.  There  are  now  in  Philadel- 
phia— there  are  perhaps  now  listening  to  me,  many 
owners  of  thousands,  of  10,  20,  and  50  thousand 
acres  of  land,  which  they  have  never  seen,  and  of 
which  they  would  scarcely  know  the  existence, 
but  from  the  periodical  visit  of  the  tax  gatherer; 
lands  which  might  be  rendered  magnificent  posses- 
sions, surpassing,  now  in  extent,  and  hereafter  in 
value,  the  most  splendid  estates  in  Europe.  There 
are  others  who,  deceived  by  exaggerated  estimates 
— seduced  by  well  painted  drawings  of  streams 
that  have  never  flowed,  except  in  the  eloquence  of 
the  deputy  surveyor;  of  groves  of  white  oaks,  and 
beaches  and  maples,  luxuriating  only  upon  the 
parchments  of  the  land  office,  go  on, year  after  year, 
paying  taxes  for  lands,  undiscovered  and  undisco, 
verable,  or  which,  if  they  really  exist,  may  be  again 
paid  for  by  one,  by  two,  by  three,  I have  known  as 
much  as  four  other  claimants,  residing  perhaps  in 
an  adjoining  street.  In  the  midst  of  these  conflicts, 
there  grows  up  on  the  soil,  either  an  honest  settler 
always  willing  to  purchase,  or  else  some  intruder, 
originally  perhaps  not  ill  disposed,  till  the  absence 
of  all  control,  and  a gradual  attachment  to  his  new 
residence,  begin  to  inspire  hopes  of  wresting  it  from 
the  owner.  He  then  insinuates  doubts  of  the  title, 
defaces  the  marks  of  surveys,  and,  shunning  the 
proprietor,  till  21  years  may  ripen  his  possession 
into  a title,  lives  on  in  anxious  obscurity,  festering, 
discontented  and  restless,  imagining  in  every  pas- 
sing stranger,  the  approach  of  his  most  dreaded 
enemy.  Such  was  once  the  too  frequent  picture  of 
the  condition  of  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
even  now,  although  it  has  nearly  passed,  its  effects 
are  still  visible  in  the  anxiety  with  which  emigrants 
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go  round  our  state,  as  if  there  were  some  in'ec'ioi 
^re,  and  pass  on  to  remover  and  poorer  fields, 
where  their  industry  will  at  least  be  safe. 

There  can  be  no  hope  for  the  apncuUure  of  Penn- 
sylvania, till  this  source  of  disquiet  is  comple'  f l , 
removed;  and  fortunately  for  us,  time,  in  revealing 
all  the  errors  of  that  system,  has  furnished  the  | 
means  of  remedying  them.  Every  owner  of  land 
may  now  ascertain  whether  there  are  other  claim- 
ants to  his  land,  and  readily  adjust  their  mutual 
pretensions.  Every  purchaser  may  now  satisfy  him- 
self as  to  tl»e  title  of  the  seller;  so  that,  while  suf- 
fering from  our  own  improvidence,  we  may  be  al- 
lowed to  console  ourselves  for  i',  by  that, 

while  the  states  around  us  have  been  peopled  to  their 
borders,  Pennsylvania  possesses  an  extent  of  well| 
watered,  healthy,  rich,  cheap  land,  convenient  to ; 
both  the  Atlantic  and  western  markets,  which, 
however  hidden  from  the  world  by  her  past  misma 
nagcment,  now  offers  abundant  temptations  to  in- 
dustry, and  will  largely  contribute  to  augment  the 
population  and  resources  of  tlie  state.  To  give  to 
these  advantages  all  their  attraction,  however,  much 
more  exertion  is  necessary  than  we  have  hitherto 
witnessed.  There  are  few  families  in  the  city,  who 
have  not  some  connexion  with  the  lands  of  the  in- 
terior; there  are  many  who  have  extensive  estates 
there.  To  these  I would  recommend  most  empha- 
t cally,  to  visit  and  examine  their  possessions  to  be. 
seen,  and  felt,  and  known  as  the  owners:  to  disen. 
cumber  themselves  at  once  of  the  burden  of  paying 
taxes  for  what  dees  not  exist,  or  might  be  worthless 
if  found;  to  encourage  every  beneficial  improvement, 
snd,  by  alt  the  means  of  conciliation  and  liberality, 
which  they  are,  I know,  equally  able  and  willing  to 
extend,  identify  their  own  with  the  growing  inte- 
rests of  the  new  settlements.  There  is  still  another 
step.  How  many  well  educated  young  men  are 
there  among  us,  languishing  in  the  long  noviciate 
of  some  profession,  or  wasting  in  indolence  the| 
finest  years  of  their  existence,  who,  in  the  new 
counties  of  the  interior,  might  lay  broad  and  deep 
the  foundations  of  a splendid  prosperity  for  them- 
selves and  their  families.  They  will  be  received 
W'ith  welcome  by  those  whose  fortunes  they  have 
come  to  share;  and  their  new  interests  and  new  con- 
nexions, will  scon  render  their  situation  as  agree- 
able and  distinguished  as  it  will  ultimately  be  pro- 
fitable. 

There  is  more  satisfaction  in  turning  from  the 
wild  to  the  settled  parts  of  Pennsylvania.  The  old 
counties  between  the  Delaware  and  the  mountains, 
V ith  the  exception  of  Philadelphia,  contain  a popu 
lation  of  about  fifty  to  the  square  mile.  Their 
mixed  pursuits,  their  division  into  consumers  and 
raisers  of  produce,  as  well  as  their  access  to  the 
markets  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  afford  ad- 
vantages not  enjoyed  perhaps  by  any  section  of  the 
union.  The  soil,  without  being  generally  distiii 
guished  for  fertility,  is  fitted  for  .hU  agricultura. 
purposes.  The  Lrins  averaging  probably  from  fif 
ty  to  one  hundred  acres  of  cleared  land — the  taxes, 
light— the  farming  implements,  in  general,  goo-! 
—and  the  best  breeds  of  cattle  within  reach.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  all  these  elements  of  the  mos 
enviable  state  of  agriculture,  we  must  acknow- 
ledge  that  our  farming  is  still  very  imperfect.  It 
any  evidence  of  this  werfe  wanting,  it  inignt  be  af- 
forded  by  the  actual  produce  and  the  rents  of  our 
lands. 

' It  was  stated  two  years  ago,  by  one  of  the  vice- 
presidents  of  this  society,  that  the  average  crop  of 
wheat  in  Lancaster  county,  which  is  considered  the 
richest  in  the  state,  did  not  probably  exceed  fifteen 


els  ner  acre.  Now  the  average  of  all  France 
is  more  than  eifrhteen  bushels — the  average  of  alt 
England  twenty-four — and  in  some  counties,  as  in 
Middlesex  and  the  Loihians,  forty.  With  regard  to 
rents,  it  is  not  easy  to  speak  with  accuracy.  If  we 
except  the  alluvial  me.idows  near  this  city,  which 
rent  for  nine  or  ten  dollars  per  acre,  I should  not  es- 
timate the  average  rent  of  cleared  land,  with  im- 
provements, within  the  district  just  mentioned,  at 
more  than  two  or  three  dollars.  In  Italy,  in  Eng- 
land, and  in  Scotland,  lands,  not  par'icularly  favor- 
ed by  vicinity  to  markets,  rent  for  from  sixteen  to 
twenty  dollars,  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  large 
cities,  from  thirty  to  forty  dollars. 

'I'hp  causes  of  this  inferiority  may  be  a.scribed  to 
two  characteristics  of  our  farming — a dispropor- 
tionate capital  and  efficient  cultivation.  'I'he  first 
is  a striking  deficiency.  Agrictilture,  though  a 
very  common,  is  not,  I think,  a favorite  pursuit  in 
Pennsylvania.  It  attracts  few  from  the  other  classes, 
and  its  ranks  are  rather  thinned  by  desertion  than 
recruited  by  volunteers.  The  enterprizing  shun  it 
for  its  inactivity;  the  gay  from  its  loneliness;  the 
prudent,  from  its  unproductiveness;  so  that,  al- 
thoueh  a great  proportion  of  the  w'ealin  of  the 
state  is  fixed  in  land,  an  exceedingly  small  capital 
is  devoted  to  farming.  We  do  often  exhaust  our 
means  in  purchasinga  farm,  leaving  scarcely  .any  re- 
sources fur  stocking  and  cultivating  it.  Now  an 
English  farmer,  with  a certain  capital,  rents  a 
farm,  as  a manufacturer  rents  a house,  and  devotee 
his  capital  to  extract  from  it  tlie  greatest  possible 
produce.  Accordingly  his  proceedings  seem  al- 
most incredible  to  the  possessors  of  large  American 
farms.  It  has  become  a settled  maxim  of  English 
husbandry,  that,  before  occupying  good  arable  land, 
a capital  of  from  tliirty  to  forty  dollars  per  acre  is 
nece.ssary.  On  ao  estate  of  three  hundred  acres, 
therefore,  a farmer  begins  by  expending-,  in  prepara- 
tions, nine  thousand  dollars;  and  his  annual  dis- 
bursements, in  labor*,  manure,  and  other  articles, 
are  about  Hve  tliousand  dollars  a year.  His  ope- 
rations are  on  a proportionate  scale.  To  contract 
to  pay  a rent  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand;  to  ex- 
pend in  a single  year,  on  lime  alone,  eleven  thou 
sand  dollars;  to  pay  two  thousand  dollars  a year  for 
rape-cake  to  manure  turnips;  to  make  a compost 
heap,  costing  four  thousand  dollars — such  are  the 
combinations  of  wealth  and  skill  which  produce 
good  husbandry.  These  we  cannot,  and  we  need 
not,  imitate.  But  they  may  teach  us  that  we  should 
measure  our  enterprizes  by  our  means;  and  that  an 
ill  stocked  farm  can  no  more  be  profitable  than  an 
empty  factory.  Men  praise  the  bounty  of  nature. 
It  is  much  safer  to  rely  on  her  justice,  which  as  rare- 
ly fails  to  rew’ard  our  care  as  to  avenge  our  ne- 
glect, Our  farms  ’hen,  though  small,  are  generally 
loo  large  for  our  capitals;  that  is,  we  work  badly 
too  much  ground,  instead  of  cultivating  well  a lit- 
tle. In  the  estimates  of  finance,  tw’o  and  two  do 
not  always  make  four — in  the  arithmetic  of  agricul- 
ture, two  are  generally  more  than  four.  It  is  won- 
derful, indeed,  how  profusely  a small  spot  ofground 
well  reward  good  husbandry.  There  are  in  Italy 
uun-ireds  and  thousands  of  people,  living  on  farms 
of  from  four  to  ten  acres,  and  paying  to  the  owner 
one-third,  or  one  half,  of  the  produce,  i'he  whole 
straw  for  the  Leghorn  bonnets,  oy  the  exportation 
of  whidi  in  asingle  year  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars were  gained,  would  grow  on  two  acres.  There 
urein  Switzerland  some  hill  sides,  formed  into  ter- 
races, which  have  sold  for  two  thousad  dollars  an 
.*cre;  and  in  fortunate  spots  for  gardening,  as  near 
-London,  a single  acre  will  yield  a clear  profit  of 
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from  eight  to  nine  hundred  dollars  a year.  These 
examples  may,  perhaps,  explain  howv,  without  the 
great  capitals  of  England,  and  without  diminishing 
our  farms,  we  may  gradually  render  them  richer 
and  more  productive  by  judicious  culture. 

The  characteristic  meritof  modern  farming  seems 
to  be  this:  The  old  practice  was  to  draw  from  land  ; 

successive  grain  crops,  and  then  leave  it  to  recruit ^ 
strength  enough  for  a repetition  of  them.  The! 
modern  system  seeks  to  restore  the  soil,  but  by; 
variety— to  make  one  crop  be  followed  by  another,! 
feeding  on  d.fferent  parts  or  at  different  depths  of! 
the  sod  from  the  preceding.  It  has,  therefore,  for 
fallows,  substituted  root  crops.  These  support 
Jarge  quantities  of  cattle,  which,  besides  the  direct 
profit  from  them,  sfiord  the  means  of  returning 
sooner  and  more  successfully  to  the  grain  crops. 

Now,  the  defects  of  our  husbandry  have  relation 
to  this  system. 

1st.  We  have  not  studied  sufficiently  our  soil, 
with  a view  to  establish  a judicious  rotation  of 
crops,  nor  adapted  our  cuUivation  to  our  climate. 
As  an  example,  I doubt  whether  we  appreciate  our 
long  autumn,  the  finest  of  all  our  seasons,  to  which 
husbandry  as  yet  trusts  so  little,  but  which  would 
often  enable  us  to  draw  a second  and  valuable  crop 
of  roots  after  grain.  From  the  result  of  personal 
experiments  made  with  that  view,  which  better  far- 
mers w’ould,  of  course,  practice  more  successfully, 
I incline  to  think,  that  there  are  few  of  our  good 
fields  from  which  we  could  not  obtain  considerable 
crops  of  roots,  planted  and  gathered  after  harvest. 
Whv  indeed  should  we  mo*;,  when  they  are  constant- 
ly obtained  in  So -in,  in  F.  <ily,  in  Flanders,  and  even 
In  the  climate  of  England  and  ScoUrtndi’ 

2d.  We  have  notyei  succeededin  diffusing  widely 
the  best  b eeds  of  cattle,  from  the  excellent  stock, 
now  easy  of  access  to  us  all.  There  is  no  subject 
on  which  it  is  more  true,  that  a liberal  expense  is 
the  strictest  economy.  Natural  peculiarities  of 
form  in  animals,  are  either  the  cause  or  the  indica- 
fdon  of  certain  qualities.  Judicious  observers,  by 
the  union  of  similar  animals,  have  given  greater  de- 
velopement  to  these  qualities,  and  established,  at 
length,  distinct  breeds  with  every  decisive  superi- 
orities over  our  ordinary  cattle.  These  should  be 
sought  by  good  farmers,  as  their  superior  profits 
far  exceed  the  additional  price  of  them.  But  we 
are  often  tempted  by  the  false  economy  of  buying 
cheap  anirhals,  and  we  are  frequently  misled  into 
the  practice  of  pampering  into  a sickly  magnitude, 
cattle  which  have  m>  natural  facility  to  fatten.  This 
is  a mistaken  pride,  productive  of  no  immediate 
good,  and  the  more  to  be  regretted,  since  the  capi 
tal  actullay  lost  in  feeding  bad  animals  might  have 
imported  good  ones. 

3d.  We  are  deficient  in  the  cultivation  of  roots. 
The  cattle  are  left  to  feed  almost  exclusively  on 
hay  in  winter,  instead  of  being  nourished  on  roots, 
more  nutritious  and  cheap  in  themselves,  and  the 
culture  of  which  is  among  the  very  best  prepara- 
tions  for  the  succeeding  grain.  The  extension,  on 
a large  scale,  of  the  root  culture,  v/ould  alone,  ] 
am  satisfied,  give  a new  face  to  the  agriculture  of 
the  state.  In  the  use  of  these,  as  well  as  the  gene- 
ral feeding  of  cattle,  we  sliould  endeavour  to  adopt 
what  is  justly  deemed  one  of  the  greatest  disco- 
veries iri  agriculture — I mean  the  old  Flemish  prac- 
tice, known  in  England  by  the  name  of 

4th.  Soiling.  In  administering  food  to  thought- 
less persons,  it  would  be  deemed  strangely  impro- 
vident to  let  them  eat  and  waste  atpleasure.  We  are 
more  respectful  or  less  judicious  towards  cattle. 
They  are  allowed  to  enter,  without  restraint,  fields 


of  luxuriant  vepelation,  th^y  lie  down  upon  i^;  they 
trample  it  under  foot;  in  wet.  whether  thew  foot- 
prints  commit  injuries  to  the  grr»\ind,  whirh  ynars 
cannot  repair,  an  what  is  worse  than  al’,tlie  bene- 
fit which  they  might  confer  on  the  land  i.s  almost 
totally  lost.  Instead  of  this  wasteful  system, 
cattle  are  kept  under  comfortableshelter,  and  iholr 
food  is  brought  to  th*>m.  An  acre  of  ground  tbms 
furnishes  three  times  as  much  subsistence  as  when, 
pastured,  and  the  additional  expense  of  cutting  is 
abundantly  rapaid  by  the  rich  manures  which  arc 
thus  saveA 

There  is  one  other  branch  of  farming,  w1»ich  has 
scarcely  made  its  appearance  in  this  country — U is 

5th.  Irrigation.  This  is,  probably,  the  most  pro- 
fitable, of  all  modes  of  culture.  Whenever  the  situ- 
ation of  land  will  permit  of  its  being  covered  with 
a stream  of  water,  the  direct  nourishment  to  the 
plant,  the  minute  subdivision  of  the  soil,  and  the 
deposite  left  by  the  water,  all  combine  to  pioduce 
an  amazing  fertility.  In  Lombardy,  for  instance, 
the  irrigated  meadows  afforded  four  abundant  crops 
of  grass.  In  the  dry  climate  of  Spain,  they  are  still 
more  productive.  It  could  scarcely  be  believed, 
where  it  not  vouched  bv  the  personal  observation 
of  Arthur  Young  h.imaelf,  that,  in  the  watered  {ields 
of  Valencia,  there  are  actually  cut,  fo'ir,  five,  six, 
and  seven  crops  of  lucerne,  from  two  and  a half  to 
three  feet  in  height,  and  yielding  ten  tons  of  grass 
on  an  acre  at  each  cutting:  so  that  on  a moderate 
average  an  acv«  yields  no  less  than  fifty  tons  of  grass, 
and  w hen  broken  up,  gives  three  crops  in  the  course 
of  a year.  It  is  not  wonderful,  then,  that,  in  that 
country,  the  greatest  efforts  have  been  made  to 
water  their  fields;  that  resenmirs  have  been  con- 
structed, cai'nls  cut,  wells  dug,  and  machines 
erected  for  raising  water  from  the  rivers,  and  that 
whole  rivers  themselves,  instead  ofhastening  to  the 
ocean,  have  been  made  to  pause  and  deposite  their 
extraordinary  fertility.  To  u.s  the  example  is  pe- 
culiarly interesting,  since  our  climate,  resembles 
that  of  Spain  in  its  dryness — the  defect  which  irri- 
gation is  most  calculated  to  repair.  It  is  now  al- 
most an  established  law  of  this  climate,  that  in  mid- 
summer there  shall  arrive  a critical  season,  during 
which  the  intense  heat  of  our  long  days  is  not  re- 
lieved by  rains,  and  our  crops,  just  as  they  are  verg- 
ing to  maturity,  are  suddenly  checked  and  injured, 
and  some  times  destroyed,  by  the  burning  influ- 
ence of  the  sun.  But,  instead  of  struggling  to  over- 
come this  danger,  our  farmers,  with  a want  of  the 
characteristic  spirit  of  the  country,  sit  down  by  the 
side  of  the  most  magnificent  rivers  and  unfailing 
sireams,  and  lament  the  decay  of  their  harvests, 
touching  the  river  banks,  without  one  effort  to  con- 
vey to  these  fields  the  water  which  is  passing  at 
their  feet.  In  this  finely  watered  country,  we  should 
surely  be  able  to  equal  the  improvements  of  Spain 
and  Italy;  and  he  will  be  a great  benefactor,  w'ho 
shall  exhibit  a cheap  and  efficient  mode  of  irriga- 
tion. If  the  first  expense  be  beyond  the  means  of 
an  individual,  it  may  be  accomplished  by  the  union 
of  interested  neighbours,  and  almost  any  expendi- 
ture would  be  justified  by  the  success  of  a plan, 
which  would  at  once  render  our  fields  twice,  or  five, 
or  ten  times  more  productive. 

The  prevailing  opinion  however  is,  that  even  with 
an  improved  culture,  the  high  price  of  labor  in  this 
country  renders  farming  an  unproductive  and  ha- 
zardous investment  of  capital.  This  belief  has 
contributed  much  to  retard  our  husbandry.  I my- 
self think  it  entirely  erroneous.  My  impression  is, 
that  a capital  employed  in  judicious  agriculture, 
would  yield  quite  as  safe  and  abundanta  return,  as 
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in  most  of  the  olher  pursuits  of  life  among  us,  and  j labors.  Not  to  speak  of  the  axe,  in  all  the  uses  o? 
probably  superior  to  the  profits  of  farming  in  other  1 which  they  have  no  rivals,  I believe  that  tiiree  l-’enn- 
countnes.  For  instance,  the  average  profit  on  far- jsylvania  farmers,  with  iheir  scythes fres*.  ground  and 
ming  in  Fnglaikcl,  with  which  we  are  most  habitual- 1 their  tough  ash  cradles,  might  bland  before  any 
ed  to  compare  ourselves,  is  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  I wheat  field  in  Europe,  and  challenge  twice  or  thrice 
cent.  Now,  in  this  coui»lry,  the  profits  ought  to ' their  number  of  reapers.  This  is  no  exaggeration, 
be  greater,  Theqaeation  might  perhaps  be  decid-iSir  John  Sinclair,  in  his  work,  published  as  late  as 
ed  by  the  single  tact,  that,  while  the  greater  part  j 1821,  says,  that  three  good  reapers  wili  cut  an  acre 
of  our  fiirmers  live  wetland  educate  large  families  ;of  wheac  in  one  day.  Now  an  American  cradlcc 


from  small  farms,  the  same  class  of  persons  in  Eng- 
land, the  renters  of  farms  of  about  fifty  acres,  are 
universally  allowed  to  be  in  a miserable  siiualion; 
and  on  that  account  they  ^rcre  actually  exempted 
from  the  income  lax — a lorbearance  wliich  desci  ibes, 
at  once,  the  measure  of  that  wretchedness  which 
could  appease  or  defy  even  llie  spirit  ot  the  exche- 
quer. But  the  inquiry  is  sufficiently  interesting  to 
tempt  us  into  a comparison,  between  the  arable 
fhi-ms  within  reach  of  the  markets  of  London  and 
Pluiadelphia— their  respective  txper.ses  andprofi  a; 
that  is,  the  prices  at  whieji  tiiey  niay  be  obtained 
and  cultivated,  and  inen  the  prices  of  the  produce 
of  them.  'Fhe  first  naturally  resolves  itself  into 
the  heads  of' rent  arxl  taxes,  and  labor  and  manure. 

'Hie  rent  ofland  within  twenty-five  miles  of  Lon- 
don, varying  as  it  does  from  two  to  fifty  dollars,  it 
is  iu»L  easy  to  estimate  with  precision;  but  we  shall 
err  on  tfieside  of  moderation,  if  we  place  the  ave- 
i*age  rent  of  good  .arable  lar;d  at  ten  dollars.  The 
taxes  and  tithes,  as  they  are  staled  by  Sir  John  Sin- 
clair, in  1821,  would  be  fif.y-ihree  per  cent,  on  this 
rent,  say  five  dollars;  making  the  rent  and  taxes  on 
a firm  of  20U  acres  amount  to  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. Now,  if  we  except  our  alluvial  meadows,  the 
average  rent  of  Lnd  within  the  same  distance  from 
Philadelphia,  cannot,  I think,  be  estimated  beyond 
three  dollars.  Of  tithes  there  are  of  course  none; 
and  the  taxes  of  ail  kinds,  jndging  Irorn  those  of 
Bucks  county,  do  not  exceed  twenty  five  cents  per 
acre:  making  the  rent  and  taxes  of  a farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

in  the  memorial  of  the  English  agricultural  corn- 
millee,  of  181'J,  it  is  stated,  that  the  tithes  and  tax- 
es amount  to  one-third  of  the  market  price  of  agri- 
cultural  productions.  In  this  country  they  form  a 
proportion  so  inconsiderable,  that  a single  acre  of 
good  wheat  w'lil  pay  all  the  public  demands  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres. 

With  regard  to  labor,  1 know  it  is  against  all  our 
received  opinions,  but  i incline  to  think  that  farm 
work  in  Fenns}  ivaiiia  is  very  liitie  dearer,  if  it  be 
not  actually  cheaper,  than  in  England.  The  com- 
parison is  difiicul  , because  at  this  distance  we  have 
not  yet  seen  all  the  effeds  which  the  einbarrass- 
inents  of  the  last  two  years  have  produced  on  the 
rale  of  wages — because  their  nominal  wages  are  ge- 
nerally swelled  by  perquisites,  and  because,  in  a 
country  where  every  .sixtti  or  sevenlii  person  is 
legally  a pauper,  the  poor  rates  are  in  fact  only  a 
disguised  increase  of  wages.  But,  rejeciiog  these 
considerations,  and  taking  the  average  wages  of 
day  labor  to  be  what  it  WaS  in  1810,  fif:y  five  cents 
dd.)  and  a dinner— -and  it  is  not  probably  now 
less  near  London — even  this  does  not,  i believe,  fall 
more  tlian  about  twenty-fire  or  tbily-live  per  cent, 
below  the  price  of  day  labor  in  the  same  district 
n®ar  Fhiladelphia.  But  the  nominal  price  of  labor 
is  a less  true  mode  of  coraparison,  than  the  actual 
expense  of  executing  any  given  work  in  the  two 
countries.  Now,  vve  have  more  long,  clear,  and 
working  days,  and  our  workmen — as  i have  spoken 
freely  of  our  faults,  I may  be  allowed  to  state  our 
capacities— our  workiue'.i  are  better  fed,  more  ac- 
tive, more  ipteUigeat,  and,  more  dexterous  ia  tkeir 


will,  in  a field  w’iih  the  average  crop  of  England, 
cut  three,  four,  and  even  more  acres  in  one  day. 
Hefurther  calculates,  that  the  cu'ting  and  binding 
of  this  acre  w'll  cost  fifteen  shillings,  from  which, 
if  we  deduct  2s.  6J  as  the  wages  ofthe  binJ.er,  who 
performs  his  pai't  in  h df  a day,  there  remains  12s. 
6d  or  2.75  dolls,  per  acre.  Now,  allowing  a mo- 
derate average  of  \^ors  for  a cradler, — three  acres, 
and  a high  average  of  w'ages, — one  dollar, — the 
.\merican  acre  will  be  cm  at  the  price  of  thirty- 
three  cents,  and  the  English  acre  ai  two  iiundfed. 
and  seventy -live  cents;  and  done  as  well  too,  for 
the  <iifi’erence,  as  to  the  shattering  out  of  ..rain,  Be- 
tween good  cradling  and  reaping  is,  in  fact,  very 
little,  and  even  that  may  be  saved  by  cutting  ra- 
ther before  the  complete  maturity  of  the  grain — 
a system  to  which  the  best  English  practice  is  now 
approaching.  So  too,  an  English  laborer,  with  a 
driver  and  four  or  five  or  six  horses,  vvillnot  plough 
more  in  a day  than  a Pennsylvanian  alone  with  two; 
and  no  excess  of  wages  to  him,  can  ba'ance  the 
expense  of  a driver  and  two  or  three  superfluous 
horses. 

Again,  reaping  oats  In  Middlesex  Is  stated  to  cost 
Si'.  (1.75  dolls)  iier  acre.  'Fhe  Sstiiie  field  in  this 
country  would  probably  be  cradled  for  one-sixth 
of  the  expense.  'I'liese  details  might  b»  pursued 
into  other  departments  of  farrnii.g  labor,  and  they 
wouM  show,  that  an  acre  of  ground  may  be  pre- 
pared for  seed,  and  the  produce  carried  'o  market, 
at  an  expense,  if  not  less,  certainly  not  much  great- 
er, in  xVmerica  tiian  E.  gland.* 

The  means  of  em  icning  land,  by  lime  and  other 
manures,  are  cheaper  near  Philadelphia  than  near 
London;  and  that  most  important  article  of  husban- 
dry, salt,  is  much  cheaper  here  than  in  England, 
where  the  excise  has  almost  oanished  it  from"  their 
farm  yarils. 

The  prices  of  produce  may  be  more  readil;  com- 
pared. Uf  the  great  production  of  England,  wi.e  it, 
her  farmers  have  the  monopoly  until  the  price  rises 
to  about  ^1  85,  d his,  however,  being  a >c/rci’y 
price,  is,  of  course,  much  above  tlie  ordinat-y  pi  icc. 
In  July  last,  the  average  of  all  England  wao  about 
one  dollar  and  lifty-lhreecents.  At  thesanie  period 

*These  estimates  may  be  supported  by  examples 
from  other  brandies  of  industry.  There  can  be  no 
fairer  measure  of  prices,  for  instance,  than  the  ex- 
pense of  removing,  by  manual  labor,  a given  q..an- 
tily  of  earth,  that  i->,  of  excavating  a caital,  iLougii 
all  the  benefits  of  experience  in  that  business  arc 
certainly  on  the  side,  of  England.  Yer,  yaid  for 
yard,  a canal  may  probably  be  made  as  clieap  in 
this  country  as  in  England.  The  latest  British 
woi'ks  of  that  kind  is  me  Caledonion  Canal,  com- 
pleted in  182U.  There  the  average  price  in  com- 
mon earth  was  six  pence  or  ii  i 9 cents  per  cubical, 
yard.  Now  the  contracts  recently  made,  by  the 
company  for  constructing  a canal  by  the  side  of  the 
bcliU\lkdl,  are  in  some  cases  as  low  as  seven  cents 
per  cubical  yard;  in  other  and  pecular  cases,  as 
high  as  twenty-eight  cents;  but  the  average  o:  t.fie 
whole  twemy-Lwo  miles,  wilt  not  probably  exceed 
U 9-19  oepbt  per  QUbicai yard. 
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\?ith  us — a season  of  great  depression — the  price 
varied  from  seventy-five  to  ninety  cents,  and  at  the 
present  moment,  without  any  foreign  demand,  it 
may  be  stated  at  about  one  dollar  and  ten  cents. 
The  flesh  markets  are  also  considi-rably  higher  in 
England.  Bat  wheat  forms  only  one-fourth  of  the 
crops;  and  in  the  articles  of  turnips  and  potatoes — 
in  the  root  crops  generally,  the  price  is  probably 
higher  here  than  in  England.  The  great  staple  of 
of  wool  is  certainly  dearer.  Th^se  elements  will 
enable  us  to  contrast,  with  our  own,  the  condition 
of  an  English  farmer,  whose  rent  is  three  times  as 
great,  whose  taxes  are  twenty  times  as  great — ma- 
nures more  expensive — labor  not  much  cheaper — 
and  prices,  on  a whole  rotation  of  crops,  not  much 
higher. 

Yet  they  make  their  farms  more  productive;  they 
pay  higher  rents.  Near  London  or  Edinburgh  they 
can  afford  to  pay  for  wheat  lands  twenty  or  thirty 
dollars  rent  per  acre;  and — what  ought  to  shame  us 
into  better  husbandry — in  spite  of  all  their  burdens 
-~in  spite  of  a freight  of  3000  miles,  a commission 
to  two  merchants,  and  a duty  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
they  reach  our  own  market  with  their  produce,  and 
are  always  preferred  to  us. — But  then  they  raise 
twice  or  thrice  as  much  wheat,  and  probably  five 
times  as  much  of  other  produce.  They  have  forty 
bushels  of  wheat,  and  fifty  of  barley,  and  sixty  or 
seventy  of  oats,  and  twelve  hundred  bushels  of  tur- 
nips, and  four  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes,  all  fol- 
lowing each  other  with  the  least  practicable  inter- 
vals. They  succeed  better  than  we  do,  because,  in 
fact,  they  are  better  farmers  than  we  are.  But  the 
reason  of  the  difference  is,  simply,  that  we  will  not 
bestow  on  our  lands  the  same  well  directed  labor, 
or  the  fiftieth  part  of  the  capital  which  they  intrust 
to  theirs.  Whenever  these  have  been  applied,  as 
in  other  countries,  our  soil  has  never  refused  re 
turns  as  abundant.  Of  this  the  premium  crops  of 
our  agricultural  societies  afford  decisive  evidence; 
and  we  have  recently  seen  an  experiment,  which  1 
mention  as  illustrating  at  once  the  judicious  em- 
ployment of  capital,  the  productiveness  of  small 
spots  of  ground,  and  the  benefits  of  soiling.  The 
Pennsylvania  hospital  has,  in  its  neighborhood, 
fourteen  acres  of  ground,  from  which,  during  the 
last  year,  were  soiled  seventeen  cows.  Some  of 
these,  as  their  milk  failed,  were  replaced  by  others. 
But  an  account  of  this  expense,  and  of  all  the  other 
charges,  was  accurately  kept,  and  credited  with 
the  market  price  of  the  produce,  either  consumed 
in  the  hospital  or  sold  at  market.  The  clear  profits 
amounted  to  more  than  two  thousand  three  hundred 
dollars. 

These  calculations  are,  of  course,  not  applicable 
to  the  remote  farmers,  whose  markets  are  habi- 
tually less  valuable,  and  who  are  now  suffering  un- 
der the  extinction  of  the  accustomed  demands  from 
abroad.  Their  embarrassments  should,  however, 
direct  their  industry  to  new  channels;  and  there  are, 
fortunately,  now  presented  to  the  farmers  of  Penn- 
sylvania, two  distinct  branches  of  industry,  which 
may  enable  them  to  retrieve  their  losses,  and  give 
a new  impulse  to  the  husbandry  of  the  state.  1 
mean  to  speak  of  thf'  growth  of  wool,  and  the  cul- 
tivation of  flax  and  hemp. 

The  consumption  of  woollens  in  the  United  States 
cannot  be  less  than  twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  dol 
lars,  of  which  the  greater  part  is  manufactured  in 
the  country.  It  is  needless  to  :be  exact  as  to  the 
amount,  since  my  purpose  will  be  explained  by  the 
facts,  that  the  domestic  supply  of  wool  is  not  equal 
to  the  domestic  demand — that  the  manufactories  of 
Pennsylvania  receive  much  of  their  v^ool  from 


abroad — and  the  wool  is  at  this  moment  probably 
dearer  in  Pennsylvania  than  in  England,  or  perhaps 
in  any  of  the  wool  growing  countries;  and  this, 
while  we  possess  the  finest  breeds  of  sheep,  capa- 
ble of  an  almost  idefinite  increase.  These  unhap- 
py animals  have  been  the  victims  of  the  roost  extra- 
ordinary caprice.  When  the  war  of  the  peninsula 
threw  into  this  country  some  of  the  very  best  breeds 
d Spain,  they  were  eagerly  purchased  at  extrava- 
I ant  prices.  But,  in  too  many  instances,  the  own- 
ers were  deceived  by  calculations  of  their  very 
small  consumption  of  food;  and  they  omitted  to 
adopt  for  them,  what,  in  the  long  winters  of  this 
climate,  is  indispensable,  the  turnip  culture. — 
Large  flocks  were,  therefore,  crowded  into  narrow 
fields;  where,  as  there  was  soon  no  other  means  of 
subsistence,  their  hunger  forced  them  to  eat  the 
roots,  and  they  were  then  denounced  as  utterly  de- 
structive to  grass  lands  Their  inadequate  supply 
of  winter  food  too  was  soon  exausted,  and  they 
were  then  reproached  for  their  voracity.  Even  this 
might  be  borne,  while  the  war  price  of  wool  repaid 
the  expenses  of  buying  subsistence  for  them,  but 
when  peace  diminished  their  value,  without  lessen- 
ing their  appetite,  the  owners,  disgusted  with  a 
stock  which  they  did  not  know  how  to  manage,  sa- 
crificed them  as  rashly  as  they  bought  them,  gave 
them  away,  and  almost  drove  them  away  from  their 
farms.  Thus  entire  flocks  of  the  finest  merino  sheep 
were  devoted  to  the  knife,  for  no  other  reason  but 
that,  contrary  to  the  wishes  and  expectation  of  the 
owner,  they  would  persist  in  eating.  The  extent  of 
these  sacrifices  is  scarcely  credible.  A very  re- 
spectable butcher  assured  me,  that  he  bought,  for 
one  dollar  a head,  a flock  of  merinos,  among  wliich 
wus  an  imported  ram,  who,  the  owner  declared,  and 
I have  no  doubt  truly,  had  cost  one  thousand  dol- 
lars. That  extravagance  has  now  passed,  and  ex- 
cellent merino  sheep  may  be  procured,  well  calcu- 
lated to  cover  the  intericr  nf  Pennsylvania  with  a 
nnost  productive  source  of  wealth.  On  the  rich  na- 
tural herbage  of  the  woods  they  would  ssbsist, 
without  any  expense,  during  a greater  part  of  the 
year,  and  a small  field  of  turnips  would  carry  thena 
through  the  winter.  The  only  serious  obstacle  in 
the  less  populous  districts  is  the  wolf,  and  he  is 
fast  disappearing. 

The  culture  of  flax  and  hemp  in  Pennsylvania, 
has  been  hitherto  limited  by  the  imperfection  of 
our  machinery  for  working  it,  and  by  the  inferiority 
of  our  dew-retting  to  the  European  pactice  of  wa- 
ter-retting. Accordingly,  our  trade  in  flax  consists 
chiefly  in  exporting  the  seed  to  the  Irish  farmers, 
who,  after  raising  and  preparing  it,  return  it  to  our 
factories.  It  is  selling  the  fountain  and  buying  back 
the  stream. 

The  society  has  been  for  some  time  engaged  in 
endeavours  to  remedy  this  dificiency,  and  the  re% 
suit  of  the  exhibitions  this  day  inspires  a confident 
hope  of  their  success.  We  have  just  examined  a 
machine,  scarcely  less  important  than  the  cotton- 
gin,  by  which  all  the  expensive  and  troublesome 
labors  of  dew  and  water  retting  are  superseded; 
which  will  prevent  the  deterioration  both  in  the  co- 
lour and  strength  of  the  fibre  caused  by  those  pro- 
cesses; which  will  save  the  whole  quantity — about 
one  half— now  lost  in  the  ordinary  method;  and  by 
enabling  us  to  gather  the  flax  before  ripening,  save 
the  land  from  the  most  exhausting  process  of  all 
plants,  the  seeding.  By  the  general  adoption  of 
this  machine,  the  farmers  may  increase  their  culti- 
vation of  flax  and  hemp — prepare  it  themselves— 
and  provide  a cheap  supply  for  the  whole  consump- 
^tion  of  the  country.  Nor  is  thji^  all.  As  the  ftax 


NILES'  REGISTER— SCP.  TO  VOL.  AXll.— AGRICULTURAL, 


9 


manuractures  cheapen,  their  conr.umption  v/Ill,  of 


course,  increase,  till  they  may  be  made  to  re;^aiu 
that  ascendancy  in  {general  use  w'hich  they  lost  by 


life,  and  the  best  prcpantion  for  'he  futur*’- 


those  healihful  occupations  on  tha  cal.mne^s  of 
mind — on  tli^t  hi^h  spirit  of  mn -’liness  and  in  le- 
the  cheapness  of  cotton,  and  enable  the  farmers  of  j pender.ce,  wliich  naturally  belon;^  to  that  cnndi- 
the  middle  states  to  engage  in  a generous  competi- j ti(u4  fhese  are  altraction.s  which  nuist  have  deeo 
tion  with  the  cotton  grow’ers  of  the  south.  This  j roots  in  the  Immui  heart,  since  they  h ive  in  all 
expectation  may  not  be  visionary,  'fhe  great  con-  tim®n  fascinated  at  once  the  imagination  md  von  the 
sumpljou  of  coiton  is  due  to  the  machi  tery.  Xrvjjidgment  of  men.  lint  I may  be  allowed  to  say, 
tliis  machine  will  greatly  diminisli  the  cost:  and  : that,  in  this  nation,  agriculture  is  probahK  destined 
the  manufactories  of  this  country  can,  it  is  said,  j to  attain  its  liighest  honors,  and  that  the  country 
work  fl  tx  as  easily  as  cotton,  if,  then,  tlie  same  life  of  .\merica  ought  to  possess  peculiar  attrac- 
facilities  be  given  to  daxor  hemp,  tlielr  prosperity  j lions.  The  pure  and.  ‘•plendl  I msiiiutiors  of  thi.s 
may  be  eq1l.^l;  since  iliey  enter  will)  great  advan  people  have  embodied  the  br  giitest  drea.ms  of 
tage  into  <>  ir  ro  ation  of  crops,  and  tlie  actual  pro-  those  high  spirits,  -vidio,  in  other  tim  s,  . ♦ iu  other 
duce  on  an  acre  is  twice  as  great  as  that  of  coUon.j  land.s,  have  lamented  or  struggled  against  oppi -s- 
If,  gemlemen,  I have  v/e.u-ied  you  with  these  de-jsiDn — they  have  realiz  d tlie  fii>e  conceptions  widcli 
tails,  you  will  ascribe  It  to  tlie  deep  conviction, ! specul  itive  men  h.tve  imagined —which  wise  men 
that  notliing  is  more  important  to  liiis  commwntlyi  have  planned,  or  brave  men  vainly  perished  in  it- 
t!ian  to  exienrl  tlie  taste  for  agriculture,  from, tempting  to  establish.  Their  indueuce,  in  reclaim- 
which  the  habits  of  the  la.st  twen.y  year.s,  and  theungtiie  lost  dignity  of  man,  and  inspiring  the  lofti- 
present  depres.se.l  value  of  its  produce,  comliine  toiest  feelings  of  personal  independence,  oi-y  he  tra- 
eslrange  us.  We,  in  Pennsylvania,  have  reached } ced  in  every  condition  of  our  citizens;  nut  j.s  <11  ob- 
preciseiy  that  point  wliere,  with  all  the  hoest  ma-  jectsare  most  distinct  by  insulation,  t'neir 
leriuls  for  good  liusbantlry,  one  step  only  is  neces-  jare  peculiarly  obvious  in  the  country, 
sary  to  ensure  distinguished  success.  Why  tiien  The  American  farmer  is  the  exclusive,  absolu-e, 
can  we  not  make  this  final  cflbrt.^  Wliile  all  | uncontrolled  proprietor  of  the  soil.  His  tenure  is 
around  us  are  roused  into  an  honorable  zeal  for  agri-lnot  from  the  government;  the  government  derives 


culture— wiiile  Virginia  possesses  so  many  socie- 
ties devoted  to  her  culiiv.aion — while  the  most  dis- 
tinguished  genllemen  from  dist'Uit  parts  of  Mary- 
land crowded  a few  months  since  to  ilieir  line  ex- 
hibition at  lialtimore — while  almost  every  county 
in  Xe \y-York  has  its  agricultural  society  and  its  cat- 
tle sho'.v,  why  is  i\  that  tliis  Pennsylvania,  this  land 
cmphailca'ly  of  far.mers,  suffers  herself  to  be  out- 
.stripped  in  iliis  generous  career:*  Wdiy  is  it  that, 
aitliougn  t’ae  legislature  ha.-»  assigned  a fund  lor 
an  agricultural  society  in  every  county,  that,  with 
tlie  iin:iorable  exception  of  Bucks  and  Ciiester  and 
.S'lsqueluinnah  and  Franklin  and  Alleghany,  whom  I 
enumerate  in  justice  to  their  spirit,  the  farmers  of 
Penns)  Ivania,  tiave  never  yet  found  leisure  to  asso 
ciate  for  the  advancement  of  their  own  best  inte- 
rests? Pile  est.ibilshment  of  these  societies  through 
out  the  state,  would  be  among  the  surest  means  of 
promoting  its  improvement.  I'hey  inspire  inuUul 


Its  power  from  him.  There  is  abov.*  him  nodi- 
ing  but  Cod  and  the  laws;  no  heredita-y  authority 
usurping-  the  disiinciions  of  person il  geniu.--;  no 
establi.Siied  church,  spreading  its  dark  siiado'.v  be- 
tween him  and  heaven.  H s frugal  government 
neither  desires  nor  dares  to  oppress  the  sol!;  .mi 
the  altars  of  religion  are  supported  only  by  the 
voluntary  offering  of  sincere  piety.  His  pursuits, 
wliich  no  perversion  can  render  injurious  to  any, 
are  directed  to  the  common  benefit  of  all.  In  multi- 
plying the  bounties  of  Providence,  in  the  improve- 
ment find  embellishment  of  the  soil— in  'he  care  of 
the  inferior  animals  committed  to  his  charge,  he 
will  find  an  ever  varying  and  interesting  employ- 
ment, dignified  bv  the  union  of  liberal  studies,  and 
enlivened  by  the  exercise  of  a simple  and  ge  'crous 
hospitality.  His  character  assumes  a loftier  mte. 
rest  by  his  infiiience  over  the  public  liberty.  It 
may  not  be  foretold  to  what  dangersthis  country  i-? 


confidence — tiiey  kindle  mutual  conipetition — they  des*^ined,  when  its  swell!  g population,  its  expand- 
draw  into  notice  the  skill  of  experienced  cultiva-  ing  territory,  its  daily  complicating  interests,  shall 
tors — they  diffuse  useful  information— and,  more  awake  the  latent  passions  of  men,  and  reveal  the 
Ilian  :tny  other  measure,  tl.e^r  tend  to  improve  and  vulnerable  points  cf  our  institutions.  But  when- 


exalt  the  character  of  ine  f.ir:ncr.  Tne  e.xiiiOitinns, 
too,  are  admirable  auxiliaries.  By  placingin  their 
most  attractive  lights  the  labors  of  industry,  they 
reward  the  deserving,  wliile  they  stimulate  the  in- 
dolent, and  enlist  in  the  great  cause  of  public  im- 
provement all  the  pleasures  of  social  enjoyment 


ever  these  perils  come,  its  most  steadfast  security, 
its  unfailing  reliance,  will  be  on  that  column 
of  landed  proprietor's — tiie  men  of  the  soil  and  of 
the  country — standing  aloof  from  the  passions 
which  agitate  denser  coni  nunities — well  fslucated, 
' brave,  and  independent — the  friends  of  the  govern- 


and  the  entliu.siasru  of  emuiation.  What,  indeed, ! ment,  without  soliciting  i's  favors— lite'  advocates 
can  be  more  exhiliruting  than  the  assemblage  of  x of  the  people,  without  de.;cendiug  to  ff  <tter  their 
healthy,  weUciad,  free,  happy  people,  surrounded  passions;  these  men,  rooted  like  their  ow.n  forests, 
by  the  fruits  of  their  well  directed  industry— the  may  yet  interpose  between  the  factions  of  the  coun- 
imals  winch  display  their  kindness— the  imple-  try,  to  iieal,  to  defend,  and  to  save. 

Juts  whic’.t  attest  their  ingenuity?  Wiio  is  ther  ’ i'here  are  many  such  men  in  this  nation;  and  there 

was  one,  whom  the  old  among  us  loved,  and  he 
youngest  venerate— whom  w'e  may  proudly  place  by 
the  side  of  the  naaster  spirits  of  the  best  ages  --the 
nan  whom  his  country’s  danger  always  soug'nt  at 
lis  farm,  ami  his  country’s  blessings  always  fellow- 


an 

inents  wiuen  attest  their  ingenuity 
even  on  tiiis  Side  of  the  Atlantic,  who  does  not 
read  with  more  pleasure  the  accounts  of  the  agri- 
cultural meetings  ai  ilolkham,  liian  of  the  corona- 
tion at  Wesi.minster,  or  the  assemblage  of  sove- 
reigns at  Troppau?  Who  did  not  feel  more  satisfac- 
lionatthe  e.xhlbiiionsof  Massachu.seUs  or  .Maryland, 
than  in  the  gaudiest  displays  of  military  power^ 
If  t have  failed  to  prove  that  the  pursuits  of  agn 


hi. , . . - -T 

ed  there— the  model  of  Ainenoan  farmers  liis 
mernorv  is  i.n  all  our  hearts,  and  hi.s  example  may 
well  inspire  a fondness  for  those  pursuits  wliicli 


culture  may  be  as  iucratirc  us  other  employments,  Wasui^gtox  most  loved,  and  teach  us  tlii  tnere 
It  will  be  an  easier  task  to  vindicate  their  pleasures  j IS  no  condition  in  which  our  lives  may  be  more 
itnd  their  Itnporiaiice.  I need  not  dwell  on  that  re  useful — in  wiiich  we  may  more  honor  ourselves  and 
tirement,  one  of  the  purest  enjoy.rnems  of  this ! serve  the  country, 

Srp,  TO  Yoi.  XaII 2'. 
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Common  Schools  in  New  York. 

IN  ASSEMBLT,  FEB.  ^8,  1822. 

Annval  report  of  the  superintendevt  of  commnu  schooh. 

In  obedience  to  the  act  of  April  12th,  1819,  enti- 
tled “an  act  for  tlie  support  of  common  shools,”  the 
secretary  of  state,  acting  as  superintendent  of  those 
schools,  by  Virtue  of  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  April  3d,  1821,  respectfully  submits  to  the  ho- 
norable the  legislature  the  following  report; 

The  duty  enjoined  upon  him  to  make  an  annual 
report  of  all  such  matters  as  relate  to  his  depart 
ment,  particularly  in  the  apportioumertt  of  school 
moneys,  in  exhibiting  estimates  and  accounts  of  the 
expenditure  of  those  moneys,  and  in  stiggesling 
such  improvements  in  the  revenue  and  sclioolfund, 
and  in  the  organization  and  government  of  coron.on 
shools,  as  he  may  deem  of  sufficient  importance  to 
bring  to  the  view  of  the  legislature,  may  admit  of 
tM'o  general  divisions: 

1st.  The  progress  and  present  condition  of  those 
schools. 

2d.  The  improvements  tliat  may  be  fitly  intro- 
duced, either  in  respect  to  their  organization  and 
government,  or  to  the  funds  and  revenue  appro* 
priated  for  their  support. 

Under  the  first  general  head,  the  secretary  begs 
leave  to  refer  to  the  abstracts  and  documents  ac- 
companying this  report,  marked  A,  B,  C. 

These  will  present  the  most  decided  evidence  of 
the  rapid  progress  of  the  common  school  sy  stem 
throughout  the  state. 

In  the  short  space  of  seven  years,  the  number  of 
children  educated  in  those  scliools,  and  returned  to 
the  superintendent,  has  increased  front  140,000  to 
up  ai'ds  of  333,000,  far  exceeding  the  ratio  of  in- 
crease  in  population  during  the  same  p.  r;od. 

Thus,  in  the  year  1816,  140,106  children  were 

1817,  170386  [taught. 

1818,  183,253 

1819,  210,316 

1820,  271,877 

•1821,  304,359 
1822,  332.979 

Every  county  in  the  stave,  but  one,  has  presented 
its  report  for  the  preceding  year.  'I  wenly-seven 
towns  have  made  no  report,  and  eleven  have  made 
imperfect  ones.  There  are  6,865  school  districts  iii 
the  state,  (an  increase  of  about  300  since  last  year), 
of  which  5,882  have  furnished  their  returns.  The 
number  of  children  reported  betv/een  5 and  15  years 
©f  age  is  349,258;  and  the  proportion  between  th  I 
number  and  of  those  educated  in  common  shools  is 
as  32  to  35. 

In  23  counties,  the  children  that  were  sent  to 
school  exceed  in  number  those  between  the  ages  of 
5 and  15  years,  w'hile  in  tiie  other  counties  the  case 
is  reversed.  The  average  number  of  months  in 
which  common  schools  are  kept  is  nearly  eight.  If 
we  include  the  number  instructed  in  other  semina- 
ries and  schools,  particularly  in  the  cities  of  T^ew- 
York,  Alban),  Hudson  and  Schenectady,  and  in 
Poughkeepsit',  the  whole  will  not  be  probably  less 
than  375,000  that  were  receiving  public  instruction 
in  the  state,  during  ihe  preceding  year;  being  more 
than  one  fonh  part  of  the  entire  population  of  the 
state.*  A system  that  produces  results  so  honora- 
ble to  our  legislators,  and  so  favorable  to  the  rights, 
interests  and  future  prosperity  of  our  country,  can- 
not fail,  if  continued,  to  give  additional  strength 
and  stability  to  our  republican  forms  of  government, 
to  ditiuse  more  widely  the  blessings  of  rational 
freedom,  and  to  perpetuate  the  civil  and  religious 
privileges  we  enjoy. 


It  !S  aiso  pi’Htifying  to  state  t^at  t!»e  subordinate 
oflie-  rs  ei  tr'.strd  with  the  execution  «<f  the  school 
act,  in  the  different  towns  and  coumies  in  this  state,.- 
have  become  better  acquainted  with  then*  duties, 
and  more  pron.p*  ;iud  faithful  in  the  performtmce  of 
their.  Occasional  delinquencies  occtir,  but  the  ex- 
amples .sre  more  rare  than  formerl),  and  less  im- 
portant in  their  consequences;  and  abhougl.  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that,  on  account  of  the  extensive  range 
of  the  operations  of  this  system  over  a population  of 
more  than  triirteen  hundred  thousand  souls,  there- 
gtilations  are  pei  h;<ps  necessarily  complicated,  and 
in  some  instatices  too  obscure  for  general  informa- 
tton,  still  it  has  overcome  almost  every  obstacle, 
and  the  community  yield  a cordial  assent  to  its  ge- 
neral utility. 

Perhaps  the  system  might  be  simplified  and  im- 
proved; and  the  expenses  now  incurred  for  carry- 
ing it  into  efIV  ct,and  the  risks  of  loss  in  the  public 
moneys,  or  in  their  proper  application,  might  pro- 
bably be  diminislied. 

At  present  the  public  moneys  are  first  paid,  on 
the  proper  voucher  from  the  superintendent,  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  st.ate,  to  the  county  trearurers,  by 
them  to  the  commissioners  of  schools  in  tlie  several 
towns,  by  them  to  the  trustees  of  school  districts, 
and  lastly  to  tise  teachers  and  other  persons  en- 
titled to  receive  them.  Whether  these  and  other 
details  are  necessarily  connected  with,  and  grow  out 
of  the  system  itself,  may  be  well  worthy  the  consi- 
deration of  the  legislature,  but  certain  it  is,  that, 
while  they  add  to  the  expense,  they  increase  the 
danger  of  malversation,  and  .vre  liable  to  much  abuse. 

That  a principal,  if  not  the  primary  object  intend- 
ed to  be  at  ained  by  the  establishment  of  common 
schools,  was  the  diftusion  of  knowledge  among  those 
who  could  not  procure  it  for  themselves  or  their 
children,  at  tlieir  own  expense,  it  is  presumed  will 
not  be  disputed;  but  it  may  admit  of  some  doubt 
whether  the  tendency  of  the  school  act  is  not  to 
exclude,  in  some  instances,  persons  of  the  de- 
scription just  mentioned  from  participating  in  its 
benefits. 

The  tax  imposed  upon  the  school  districts  being 
defrayed  only  by  those  whose  circumstances  enable 
them  to  do  so,  may  induce  ihem  to  exclude  others, 
who  do  not  and  cannot  pay,  from  an  equal  share 
of  education  in  the  schools  supported  principally 
at  the  expense  of  tlie  former. 

The  trustees,  under  the  direction  of  the  district;, 
are  the  sole  judges  who  shall  or  shall  not  be  exone- 
rated from  pa)  ing  the  wages  of  the  teacher*,  and 
although  but  few  complaints  have  been  made  of  the 
arbitrary  exercise  of  this  right,  still  it  would  be  de- 
sirable to  guard  against  even  the  possible  abuse  of 
such  a power. 

Another  general  remark  may  be  here  introduced, 
and  it  forcibly  occurred  in  noticing  the  great  ine- 
quality between  the  amount  of  moneys  received, 
and  the  number  of  children  taugh;,  in  some  school 
districts,  when  compared  with  other  districts  of  the 
same,  or  nearly  the  same  population,  in  the  same 
county. 

In  some  towns,  in  which  fifteen  or  sixteen  hun- 
dred children  are  instructed,  the  sum  of  three  op 
four  hundred  dollars  only  of  the  public  moneys 
expended,  while  in  other.s,  where  the  same  amount 
of  the  public  moneys,  or  even  greater,  is  received, 
not  more  tliasi  perhaps  half  that  number  of  children 
.*re  educated,  for  the  same  time. 

I'his  great  disparity  cannot  be  altogether  explain- 
ed, either  by  reason  of  the  difference  in  wages  al- 
lowed to  the  teacher,  or  from  any  private  donations 
which  might  he  received  in  those  districts;  for  in 
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towns,  in  which  neither  of  these  causes  con!<’ 
operate  to  any  great  #^xtent,  the  sanrie  dispropor  ion 
was  observable.  \\'hether  this  evil  can  be  reach 
ed  by  introducing  a provision  similar  to  one  in  the 
school  law  of  Conneciicut,  passed  in  1791  rr.akingit 
the  duty  of  every  '.ociety  con.siMting';f  seventy  fami- 
lifs,  to  keep  and  inain’ain  a school,  for,  at  least, 
eleven  months  in  the  year,  or  by  adopting  the  pro- 
vi-  o coot  lined  in  the  fir's! general  act,  pas  ed  in  1795, 
by  the  legishture  of  our  own  state,  “for  the  encou 
ragement  of  schools,”  in  wliich  the  public  moneys 
were  di  ected  to  b - [t»id  in  nropor'i  >n  to  the  imm 
her  of  children  uctnal'u  taught,  or  in  wliat  other 


twenty-seven  counties  less,  of  the  public  moneys, 
than  they  did  under  the  preceding  apportion,  and 
the  aggregate  difference  in  amount,  is  upwards  of 
6 500  dollars. 

What  effect  this  great  and  perhaps  unexpected 
diminution  wdl  pr  oduce  In  the  losing  counties,  the 
secretary  cannot  deternaine,  but  he  has  reason  to 
apprehend,  that  the  cause  of  education  will  suffer 
in  the  same  degree,  that  the  ability  to  support  it, 
on  the  part  of  tlie  stale,  becomes  limited  or  re- 
strained. Whether  this  anticipated  evil  requires 
any  legislative  attention,  is  respectful'y  submitted. 
Hut,  while  the  appropriations  out  of  the  treasury 


manner,  must  be  subn.iued  to  the  wisdom  of  the)  remain  siationary,  and  the  population  of  our  slate 
legislature.  j is  constantly  and  rppidly  advancing,  the  r“sults  will 

may  oe  also  here  remarked  that  a teacher  ofj  necessarily  be  more  unf*vourable  than  they  have 


twenty  children  in  one  district  may,  and  probably 
Will,  cliarge  as  much  fnr  his  services  as  the  teacher 
of  forty  children  wdl  in  another  district,  in  the  same 
county;  while  the  sums  of  money  allowed  to  each 
district  being  regulated  by  the  number  of  children 
of  a certain  age  livi:  g therein,  will  be  extremely 
disproportionate  What  standard,  therefore,  ought 
to  be  adopted  is  a subject  of  some  difficulty  and 
importance,  ami,  allliough  tlie  suggestions  herej 


made 

fallm 


lieretofore  been,  'fiis  may  be  illustrated  by  ^t:ltt^g 
the  simple  fact,  that,  under  the  apportionn  ent  of 
1819,  the  sum  of  72  was  payable  out  of  the  trea- 
>ury  for  a population  of  every  hundred  souls,  while, 
under  the  apportionment  uow  made,  it  is  less  ihuQ 
§5  83  for  the  same  number. 

2d.  'I'he  improvements  that  may  he  fitly  intro- 
duced,  eitlier  in  respect  to  the  organization  or  go- 
vernment of  common  schools,  or  to  the  funds  and 


ght  be  considered  with  more  propriety  as ; avenue  appropriated  for  their  support. 

-.del-  he  sea.nd  br«.c„  ot  this  report,  set,  | ioeipiroller.  in  his  report,  hss  furnished 

as  iliey  generdij  refer  to  the  eaistins  nnischieis  in  I necessary  information  witli  regard  to  tlie  genera) 
the  system,  it  was  thought  ht  to  introduce  them  | 


here. 


. - • . , , . « 1 • ircfj  Ji  l,  KO  conncrci.  u wiiii  vne  lur.ii 

Another  and  a very  principal  subject  of  complaint  ^ 

rises  from  the  manner  ot  imnosinirt3S.es  under  tlie  i . 


arises  from  the  manner  of  imposing  tases  under 
act. 

The  farmer,  whose 
bered,  even  to  its 
out  any  allowance  or  reducLion  whatever  for  tl.e  in- 
cumbrance with  which  it  is  charged,  W'hile  tlie 
owner  of  personal  property  pays  no  more  than  for 
the  surplus  remaining  after  his  debts  are  paid.  As 
this  objection  is  of  a general  nature,  and  applies  to 
our  whole  system  of  taxation,  it  is  thought  neces- 
sary only  to  bring  the  subject  to  the  notice  of  the 
legislature. 

During  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  three 
new  counties  were  erected  and  organized,  and  it 
becamenecessary, therefore,  to  apportion  the  school 


report,  to  connect  it  with  the  local  school  fund,  in 

be  presented  to 


the  legislature. 

, , ,.  ^ , , IJy  the  term  local  school  fund,  is  to  be  understood 

hose  land  is  mortgaged  or  encum-j  lands  set  apart  in  the  several  towns  in  this  state, 
i lull  value.  piysoiMta  tax,  will..  | am!  u-hoo!  lol,,  and  which  ai-e  now 

appropriated  fir  common  schools  exclusively. 

Accordingly  the  secretary,  in  the  accompanying 
papers,  marked  I,  K,  and  M,  has  given  a brief  state- 
ment of  eacli  fund,  and  the  difierent  acts  of  the  le- 
gislature, relating  particularly  to  the  lots  just  men- 
tioned. 

It  will  be  seen  from  that  statement,  that  owing  to 
circumstance.s,  not  deemed  necessary  here  to  detail, 
there  are  several  townis  in  this  stale  more  favored 
than  others,  with  respect  to  the  support  of  com- 
TTioiieys  amoiig  those  new'  counties,  and  to  re-appor-j  schoois.  i nis  Get,  however,  is  not  mentioned 
tion  them  among  those  from  wliicn  they  were  taken,  j entitled  to  any  weight  in  regulating  or  diniinish- 

The  counties  alluded  to,  were  Erie,  Genesee,  i public  oounty,  for  it  is  evident  that,  with 
Livingston,  vloni-fie,  Niagara,  and  Ontario,  J'ms  the  revenue  which  toe  ability  ol  the  stale  cun 
duty  was  accordingly  perlormed,  us  will  more  fully  addl’d,  education  cannot  be  suificiently  firomoted, 

..  r. — .u.  • . . 1_.  j .x  I allliough  aided  by  the  taxes  specified  in  the  school 

act. 

Wlietlier  any  general  provision  ought  to  he  made 
with  respect  to  the  sale,  or  other  disposition  of  the 
gospel  and  school  lots,  is  not  necessary  liere  to  dis- 
cuss. I'he  legislature  will  decide  this  question 
when  the  occasion  shall  demand  it. 

The  revenue  arising  from  the  general  school  fund, 
not  amounting  to  the  uppropriAiion  annually  made 
for  t.he  support  of  common  schools,  it  becomes  im- 
portant to  inquire  in  what  manner  the  Revenue  may 
be  made  more  productive. 

That  the  acq.iisition  of  nearly  a million  of  acres 
to  me  school  fund,  by  the  adoption  of  the  new  con- 
stitution, .vdl,  in  a few  years,  enable  the  legislature 
not  only  to  meet  any  deficit  but  even  to  increase  the 
revenue,  may  be  reasonably  anticipated;  but  in  the 
interim,  some  provisions  may  become  useful  and 


appear  from  the  accompanying  papers,  marked  O 
It  was  much  regretted  by  the  secretary,  that  he 
could  not,  at  the  same  time,  make  a new  apportion- 
ment of  school  moneys  among  all  the  towns  and 
counties  in  the  state,  as  it  was  apparent,  from  liie 
great  increase  of  population  in  several  counties, 
particularly  in  the  western  district,  that  the  cen- 
sus of  1814,  had  iong  since  ceased  to  be  a 'fair  stan- 
dard, either  of  actual  or  comparative  population, 
and,  consequently,  that  the  apportion.menl  under 
that  census,  had  become  manifestly  unjust.  .\n 
effort  was  made  at  an  early  day  to  procure  from  the 
proper  officer,  a copy  of  the  United  Stales  census 
of  1820,  but  without  effect,  as  will  appear  from  the 
accompanying  document,  marked  N.  Recently, 
however,  he  has  procured  an  exemplified  office 
copy  of  tuat  census,  and  has  made  s^new  uyportionment 
of  school  moneys  ff»r  every  town,  (those  in  Queens 
county  e.xcepted,  owing  to  a deject  in  the  returns), 
and  for  every  county  in  the  state,  wiiich  he  has  now 
the  honour  to  submit  herewith  to  the  legislature. 

It  will  be  observed,  that,  in  this  new  apportion, 
jjaent,  twenty-five  counties  will  receive  more,  and 


necessary,  in  order  to  meet  a deficit  amounting, 
probably,  to,  at  least,  ten  tnnusand  dollars  a year. 
Several  modes  have  been  mentioned,  in  which  the 
deficit  may  be  supplied,  and  the  payment  of  the  re- 
venue rendered  more  ceruain. 
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The  consolidation  of  the  several  loans  of  1792 
and  18U8,  has  been  su,^gested  as  one;  but  if  the 
counties  are  not  to  be  made  responsible  for  losses 
already  occurred,  the  mode  just  stated  may  secure, 
but  Cannot,  in  any  other  sense,  increase  the  fund 

Annual  isppropria'ions  out  of  the  ireasury  mu?i 
then  be  resorted  to,  unless  new  sources  of  revenue 
can  be  pointed  out  and  adopted. 

A tax  upon  banks,  for  the  properly  and  moneys 
held  bv  them;  upon  every  commission  Issued  to 
public  officers,  appointed  by  the  government,  and 
ui-on  distilleries,  already  amounting  to  the  alarming 
iHimlxT  of  one  thousand  and  fifty-seven  in  this  state, 
tave  been  heretofore  suggested  as  proper  sources 
of  revenue,  and  are,  perhaps,  under  every  view, 
least  liable  to  objection. 

C u'' os>-ior.s  were  subject  to  a tax,  not  many 
yeijf''  since;  and  it  is  not  believed  that  it  w-as  re- 
p=-akd  on  secount  of  its  oppres.sjveness  or  inequa- 
IH  . Wh  ' e leg’shUure  will  also  corisider  it 

expendienl  or  necessary  to  direct  the  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  be  raised  upon  Orange  county,  which  was 
here  ofore  lust  to  the  siate,  in  tlie  mannesr  set  forth 
by  the  omptroiler,  i';  his  report,  must  necessarily 
be  ^ubjecbs  for  their  deliberation  only. 

But  when  wv.  consider  that  the  public  treasury 
already  la'-  oiv.  under  very  in.^ny  heavy  contributions 
in  support  of  can^ls^  and  ;'ther  public  improvements, 
and  institutions,  besides  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
g-uver.'ui'/'^'.t,  and  the  liberal  donations  which  have 
been  m ale  for  other  pusposes,  it  may  be  deemed 
unfi  ^0  increase  its  burtf’.ens,  unless  the  iegisiature 
provid'  o her  sources  of  revenue,  or  increase,  in  a 
corrrspoTi'tuig  degree,  those  that  already  exist. 

ri'is  par  of  the  suhje','  it,  loo  ample  for  the  li- 
jniis  ol  a - ordii'-ary  repor  , and  must,  therefore, 
be  submitted  «it!iout  further  remark. 

Should  ‘he  iegisl-ture  not  be  disposed  to  direct 
an  entire  revision  of  the  act  for  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools,  it  may  be  expedient  to  submit  to  them 
aniendments  o seveiui  of  its  provisions.  Others 
have  occurred  to  the  secretary,  v/hicli  he  does  not 
think  it  necessary  now  to  tneaiiou  in  detail. 

Such  of  them  as  are  slated  in  this  report,  he  has 
reduced  otfi'  fonnofa  ^ amendatory  bill;  audit  may 
be  proper  heiu  to  .illude,  as  well  to  them  as  to  the 
nii.se  itfs  intended  to  be  avoided  by  their  adop' ion. 

T*'e  5' ' section  of  the  act  for  the  supjiort  of  com- 
mon sen  ols  f.i’ovides  fur  the  mode  of  making  an 
apportionment  anenig  the  counties  whose  popula- 
tion cannqt  be  a.-;cerlaiued  from  the  census;  but  no 
provision  is  made  in  those  cases  in  wiiich  the  ex<*ct 
populat  ion  of  s county  is  ascertained,  but  not  the 
exact  p.;pulat;on  of  each  town  in  the  county.  The 
late  United  Slates  census  sUtes  the  population  of 
Queens  couniy,  l ui  not  the  population  of  each  town 
therein;  it  is,  thcref're,  respectfully  submi'ted, 
wheU'ier  the  power  given  by  the  5th  section  should 
not  be  extended  to  cases  similar  to  the  one  al 
luded  -0. 

An  amendment  also  appears  to  be  necess.iry  to 
the  2U  ii  section  of  the  act.  The  penalty  mentioned 
in  t'lat  setiion,  is  directed  to  be  su'  d for  and  col- 
lec:ed  in  the  name  o^’ the  coiwjnssioiievsof  the  school 
disirict  in  which  the  offence  shall  have  been  com- 
mi'ted. 

There  being  no  .such  officer  as  commissioner  of 
the'<listi'iot,  it  is  obvious  that  the  trustees  of  the 
district  were'  intended,  otherwise  the  section  is 
inoperative,  and  canuot  be  enforced  for  the  want 
ofpersors  auihonzed  to  ms;  itute  the  suit.  Cases 
have  occui  red  in  ‘.vhich  it  became  necessary  u; 
proseciue  xor  the  penalty,  but  for  the  want  of  an 
amendment  it  could  not  be  done. 


By  the  25^  section  of  the  ac^,  persons  owning 
or  holding  any  real  e«-tate  lyhig  within  a school 
district,  and  who  s'^all  improve  and  occupy  the 
same  by  their  agents  or  servants,  are,  in  respect  to 
such  estate,  to  be  deemed  subject  to  taxation  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  they  resided  therein.  But 
if  a person  should  own  a farm  extending  into  two 
or  more  school  districts,  and  no  part  of  it  is  im- 
proved or  occupied  by  any  agent,  or  servant,  but 
the  whole  is  improved  and  cultivated  by  himself, 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  such  ])arts  of  the  farm 
as  lie  out  of  the  district  in  wliicli  he  resides,  are, 
under  this  act,  subject  to  ta-xation  in  lliose  other 
districts  into  which  the  farm  may  extend.  To 
prevent  litigation,  therefore,  and  to  provide  for 
what  may  be  deemed  a casus  omissus,  a section 
has  been  prepared,  and  i.s  respectfully  .submitted 
to  the  consider-ation  of  the  legislature. 

Although  returns,  are  required  from  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Lfmeaster  .school  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
aai)  from  severtil  other  similar  institutions,  yet  from 
the  cities  of  Hudson  and  Sc’aeuectiuly,  no  such  re- 
turns are  required  to  be  made.  It  is  proposed  to 
place  them  on  an  equality,  and  to  introduce  a pro- 
vision for  that  purpose. 

Serious  difficulties  have  arisen  in  relation  to  the 
protection  afforded  by  the  school  act  to  collectors 
of  taxes  in  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties. 
The  13th  and  20th  sections  provide  that  every  free- 
holder or  inhabitant  in  a school  district  shall  be 
summoned  to  the  d's  riet  meeting,  either  persoual- 
iy,  or  by  leaving  a copy  of  the  summons  at  his  place 
of  abode,  at  least  six  days  before  the  time  ap- 
poinied  for  the  meeting.  Rut  it  is  declared  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  meeting  shall  not  be  impugned 
for  defect  or  want  of  due  notice,  “provided  the 
omission  to  give  sucli  notice  be  not  wilful  or  de- 
signed.” It  would  be  a serious  hardship  on  a col- 
lector, who  should  be  prosecuted  as  a trespasser 
for  collecting  a tax,  to  be  obliged  to  prove  in  his 
defence  one  of  the  two  alternatives — either  that 
every  freeholder  or  inhabitant  was  duly  summoned 
to  the  district  meeting  which  imposed  the  tax,  or, 
that  the  omission  to  do  so  was  not  wilful  or  design- 
ed.  Perhaps  such  collector  may  have  been  the 
only  person  who  summoned  the  meeting,  or  some 
of  the  freeholders  or  inhabitants  might  have  been 
summoned  by  him  when  no  other  person  was  pre- 
sent to  prove  the  fact;  or,  he  might  not  have  it  in 
his  power  to  prove  that  the  omission  was  not  wilful 
or  designed.  In  either  case,  it  seems  unreasonable 
to  require  the  proof  from  a faithful  ministei-ial 
officer,  acting  in  obedience  to  a warrant  apparently 
regularly  and  compulsory;  and  it  might  lead  to  in- 
jurious consequences,  for  it  would  impose  upon 
t!ie  collector  the  duties  of  a judge,  acting  in  a re- 
visory capacity,  over  the  proceedings  of  a district, 
tc  whose  commands  he  was  amenable,  to  whom  he 
was  subject  for  the  faithful  execution  of  his  war- 
rant. I’o  avoid  all  questions  that  may  arise  on  this 
point,  it  is  respectfully  submitted,  whether  such 
collector  ought  not  to  be  protected  in  the  fair  and 
honest  exercise  of  his  official  duties,  by  declaring 
it  unnecessary  to  prove  in  his  defence  the  manner 
in  whicli  the  district  meeting  was  convened. 

In  some  parts  of  this  state,  the  trustees  of  school 
d.stricts  have  found  it  difficult,  if  not  impractica- 
ble, to  purchase  a site  of  a school-house  in  fee,  be- 
cause the  greater  part,  if  not  all,- the  lands  in  those 
district.^,  are  held  under  contracts,  and  not  by  deeds. 
Some  of  the  inhabitants  who  have  paid  their  taxes, 
have  threatened  to  prosecute  the  trustees  or  col- 
lector, for  a return  of  Paeir  tax,  on  the  ground  that 
the  money  had  not  been  applied  to  the  purchase  of 
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z.sice  accordine  to  thr  directions  of  the  act.  It  i 
proposed  to  protec  Ion  against  such  vexitious 

prosecution  by  the  introduction  of  a proper  clause 
for  the  purpose. 

I'iut  "O  part,  perhans,  of  the  school  act,  has  giv- 
en rise  to  moi  t embarrassment  and  comoluint,  thai. 
lho.se  rovisin  'S  wliich  apply  to  the  allerat  on  of 
school  ^i^'ri'-*  ,,  especlully  when  they  ex  end  int.^ 
two  <tv  more  t'lxvns. 

liy  the  operation  of  the  I2ih  and  13lh  secti- ns, 
the  coiomissionei  s of  those  towns,  or  a majority  of 
them,  are  required  to  assemble  togetlier,  and  de- 
termine upon  the  proposed  alteration;  but  as  the 
commi-.sioners  of  one  of  the  towns  may  be  liostih- 
to  the  eas'ire.  they  may  defeat  the  object  intend 
ed,  by  refusing  to  meet  at  all;  and  although  mani- 
fest i jusiice  (nig'  t be  thus  committed,  it  seems 
doubtful  whether  there  is  any  remedy  under  the 
€xi  ting  provisions  of  i!ie  school  act.  A section  is 
res  ectfully  proposed  to  meet  this  inconvenience, 
by  authorizing  a district  vueeting,  in  that  case,  to 
determine  upon  the  proposed  alteration. 

Allliough  the  superintendent  of  common  schools 
is  frequently  consulted  on  the  qiiestion.s  arising  in 
towns  and  counties,  and  is  required  to  give  written 
legal  opinions  thereon,  and  to  enter  into  a long 
correspondence  with  the  olHcers  entrusted,  in 
towns  and  school  districts,  with  the  execution  ot 
the  act,  and  with  others,  on  the  subject  of  their  com- 
plaints, s’ill  their  exists  no  legal  authority  to  en- 
force any  of  his  opinions,  nor  to  put  an  end  to  tlie 
vexatious  controversies  submitted  to  his  decision. 
The  school  act  is  already  too  complicated  in  many 
of  its  provisions,  to  increase  the  dithculty,  by  driv 
ing  the  parties  into  an  expensive  litigation,  to  set 
tie  probably  a point  of  no  great  importance  in  itself, 
but  which  derives  all  its  interest  from  the  passioiis 
and  prejudices  of  the  parties  concerned.  It  were 
better,  perhaps,  in  such  cases,  to  have  a speedy 
decision,  at  ihe  risk  of  being  wrong,  than  to  injure, 
if  not  derange,  the  whole  system,  by  a long,  oppres- 
sive, and  procrastinated  legal  controversy.  It  is 
proposed,  therefore,  to  provide  a remedy,  by  giving 
the  right  of  appeal  to  the  superintendent,  and  that 
his  decision  should  be  final  in  Uie  specified  cases 
mentioned  in  the  section  submitted  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  act  also  does  not  provide  vith  sufficient 
clearness  for  the  examination  of  instructors,  pro- 
posing to  teach  in  districts  lying  in  two  or  more 
towns.  As  some  difficulties  have  arisen  on  that 
question,  a remedy  is  respectfully  suggested  to 
obviate  future  controversy. 

Although  the  36tl)  section  of  the  act  directs  the 
clerks  of  c muties  to  make  returns  to  the  superin- 
tendent within  a limited  time,  still  that  duty  is  im- 
perfectly performed  by  some,  and  in  several  instan 
ces,  neglected  altogether.  In  1316,  ten  cotinty 
clerks,  the  next  year  five,  in  the  year  after  eight 
and  in  every  succeeding  year  some  of  the  county 
clerks  were  delinquent  in  this  respect,  it  is  pro- 
posed, therefore,  o superadd  a penally  to  this  s c- 
tion,  in  order  to  induce  punctuality  in  the  pt  i 
formance  of  an  ip.iporiant  duly. 

By  the  act  of  March  23,  1798,  [1st  vol.  revised 
laws,  page  219,]  die  supervisor,  in  coiiju  iction  wiV 
three  commissioners,  to  be  chosen  oy  each  town  in 
which  a gospel  and  school  lot  is  si.uate,  are  autho- 
rized to  lease  such  lots,  and  to  institute  the  neces.-.a- 
ry  suits  for  gaining  possession  of  them;  and  ihe  mo- 
neys arising  from  such  leases  are  to  be  applied  tv? 
the  support  of  the  gospel,  and  of  schools,  in  such 
towns.  It  IS  proposed  to  transfer  this  power  to  the 
commissioners  of  schools,  and  a clause  is  respect- 


*‘ully  submitted  for  that  purpose.  The  harmony  of 
the  sys  em  seems  to  require  this  amendment,  ami 
it  is  believed  that  it  w'lll  promote  the  object  of  the 
iegisi.iture  more  effectually  than  under  tlie  present 
re  '■ulatioris. 

By  the  20ih  section  of  the  act,  “the  freeholders 
and  in’iabitaiits  of  school  districts  liable  to  pay  taxes, 
ire  authorized  to  vote  at  any  district  meeting.  The 
construction  given  b\  tlie  former  superintendent  to 
the  latter  qualification  is,  that  it  must  refer  to  a pre- 
sent linbuiiy  to  pay  taxes  in  money,  but  not  requir- 
ing ^rom  the  person  offering  to  vote,  that  he  li.id 
actvallyheea  ra'ederpaid  taxes.  I'  has  been  s’a’ed, 
on  good  aiidiority,  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  some 
maiiufhcliiring  establishments,  the  privilege  had 
been  abused,  ami  a construction  tvas  given  so  as  to 
include  all  persons,  whether  taxed  ornot,  or  possess- 
ing property  subject  to  taxa  ion  or  not.  It  appears 
to  the  secretary  th  .t  the  section  referred  to  requires 
a more  clear  and  definite  character,  and,  perhaps, 
an  amendment,  declaring  that  everv  freeliolder,  and 
aLso  every  inhabitant  legally  se  Med  in  the  town,  who 
bad  been  rated  on  the  assessment  roll  of  the  s me 
town  the  preceding  year,  or  in  the  year  in  wliicli  he 
offers  his  vote,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  dis- 
trict meetings. 

As  the  commissioners  of  schools,  who  had  received 
the  public  money,  have,  in  some  instances,  left  the 
town  shortly  after,  with  tlie  money  in  their  hands, 
it  may  be  advisable  to  require,  eiiher  that  security 
be  required  from  commissioners  for  the  fiithful  ap- 
plication of  tlie  money,  or  that  the  town  clerk  be, 
ex-ojficioy  treasurer  to  the  commissioners,  upon  giv- 
ing t!ie  like  security. 

Some  inconveniences  are  stated  to  exist  in  the 
election  of  officers  in  Lancaster  schools,  incorporat- 
ed under  special  acts  of  the  legislature.  As  the  re- 
gents of  the  university  were  authorized,  by  an  act 
of  the  last  session,  to  incorporate  schools  of  that  de- 
scription, it  is  respectfully  proposed  to  give  to  Lan- 
caster scho<»ls,  of  the  former  class,  the  right  to  sur- 
render their  charters,  in  part,  and  to  receive  from 
the  regents  others  in  their  stead. 

The  secretary  thinks  it  his  duty  to  present,  in  his 
report  to  the  legislature,  a question  which.  In  one 
school  district  at  least,  has  excited  much  feeling, 
and  may  furnish  a proper  subject  for  consideration. 
The  c.biidren  of  a free  black  man  were  refused  ad- 
mission into  a district  school,  and  the  irustecs  sanc- 
tioned this  aci,  on  the  ground,  as  the  secretary  has 
been  informed,  that  they  had  absohue  and  uncon- 
trollable power  to  refuse  or  admit  whomsoever  they 
should  think  tit.  Whetlier  the  refusal  arose  from 
prejudices  existing  againsi  persons  ot  color,  or  from 
what  other  cause,  he  is  unable  to  state.  But  it 
seems  to  him  that  sorse  provision  is  necessary  for 
the  instruction  of  the  children  of  a degraded  race, 
althougli  few  in  number,  who  ought  to  be  emphati- 
cally entitled  to  the  benefits  of  a common  school 
educadon. 

Another  subject  also  has  excited  considerable  in- 
terest in  some  pans  of  this  state.  The  trustees  of 
one  or  more  districts  have  hesitated  to  give  per- 
aitssion  to  pious  and  well-disposed  persons  to  have 
public  worship  performed  occasionally  in  the  dis- 
trict school  house,  although  so  to  be  conducted  as 
not  to  subject  the  school  or  its  contents  to  any  inju- 
ry, nor  the  teacher  nor  scholars  to  any  interruption 
io  the  regular  hours  of  tuition.  Whether  any  such 
provision  by  law  ought  to  be  made,  is  respectfully 
submitted;  the  secretary  has  discharged  what  he 
considers  a duly,  in  bringing  the  subject  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  legislature. 
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Some  complaints  have  been  made,  that  the  pa- 
rents  of  scholars,  who  had  regularly  been  admitted 
into  schools  for  a quarter,  were  denied  admission  in 
the  succeeding  quarter,  ’o  make  up  thetime  that,  by 
sickness  or  accident,  they  were  prevented  from  at 
tending  scho  >1  the  preceding  three  months,  unless 
they  paid  a further  sum  of  moviey  for  this  priv  ;ege. 
The  parent  insists  that  the  tax  he  pays  being  for  the 
■whole  year,  the  benefit  he  should  receive  oug’>t  t<' 
be  for  the  same  period.  The  legisla  ure  will  d '» 
termine  whether  any,  and  what  remedy  ought  to  bt 
applied. 

As  the  incr°ase  of  school  districts  is  annually  very 
rapid,  it  is  proposed  that  autliority  be  given  to  pub 
lish,  as  occasion  may  require,  addit  onal  copies  of 
the  school  act,  and  amendmen  s thereto,  if  any,  and 
the  instrucnons  which  accompany  it.  'I’he  number 
published  in  1819  v/as  eight  thousand;  but  as  they 
are  nearly  exhausted,  a further  supply  will  soon  be 
necessary. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  act,  so  far  as  con- 
cerns  the  city  of  New  York,  req\iires  rcvison.  The 
secretary  is  not  sufhciently  informed  of  the  narticu 
!ar  defects  that  are  made  the  subject  of  complaint, 
and,  therefore,  thinks  it  necessary  only  briefly  and 
generally  to  allude  to  it. 

He  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  respect 
fully  suggesting,that  ifthe  duties  of  superintendent 
are  to  continue  united  to  those  of  secretary,  it  would 
seem  reasonable,  in  his  opinion,  that  some  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  payment  of  a clerk. 

The  letters  and  opinions  which  are  written  and 
copied  during  the  year,  and  a variety  of  otlier  simi. 
!ar  labor  that  has  accumulated  in  no  small  degree, 
and  which  will,  probably,  continue  to  do  so  as  long 
as  the  population  of  the  state  is  increasing  in  the 
ratio  it  has  hitherto  done,  appears  to  indicate  the 
pi*opriety  of  the  course  suggested. 

The  following  papers  accompany  this  report. 

Paper  A.  Abstract  from  the  returns  of  common 
schools  in  the  several  towns  and  counties  in  the  state 
of  New  York  for  the  year  1821. 

B.  Summary  of  the  preceding  abstract. 

C.  Report  from  the  ciiy  of  New  York. 

D.  Cities,  villages  and  towns,  for  whose  benefit 
special  statutory  provisions  exist 

E New  apportionment  of  school  moneys,  under 
the  United  States  census  of  1820,  showing  the  po- 
pulation of  each  town  and  county,  and  the  sums 
payable  to  each  out  of  §80,000,  on  and  after  the  1st 
day  of  February;  1823,  together  with  a view  of  the 
increase  of  population  in  each  county,  and  the  gain 
or  loss  of  each  county  in  school  moneys,  by  the  cen 
sus  of  1820,  as  contras. ed  with  the  apportionment 
made  in  1819,  under  the  state  census  of  1814. 

F.  Summary  of  the  counties  that  will  gain  by  the 
new  apportionment. 

G.  Summary  of  the  counties  that  will  lose  by  the 
new  apportionment. 

H.  Suras  payable  to  each  county  underthe  United 
States  census  of  1820. 

^ I.  Gospel,  school,  and  literature  lots. 

K.  General  and  local  school  funds. 

L.  Moneys  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state, 
for  the  support  of  common  schools,  since  the  year 
1795. 

M.  Acts  of  the  legislature  concerning  gospel  anri 
school  lots. 

N.  Letter  from  D.  Brent,  Washington,  llth  April, 
1821. 

O.  Apportionment  made  in  1821  between  tb 
counties  of  Erie,  Genesee,  Livingston,  Monr^ie 
Niagara,  and  Ontario,  by  reason  of  the  division  oi 
Genese®,  Niagara,  and  Ontario. 


P Form  of  a bill  proposed  by  way  of  an  amenda- 
tory act  io  the  school  aci. 

All  which  is  resnertfully  submilt'^d. 

J V.N.  YATES,  Secrct;Ty  ofStste, 
and  ex  officio  superintendent  of  common  schools. 
Mbany,  February  26,  1822. 


Board  of  Public  Works  of  Virginia. 

Report  on  the  finances  of  the  fund  for  internal  im- 
provement, 

rKnnuAiiT  11, 1^22. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  atten- 
tion, authen’ic  extracts  from  the  journ.-il  of  the 
board  of  public  works,  of  the  8th  and  9th  Instant, 
comprehending  important  proceedings  on  those- 
days,  in  relation  to  the  objects  committed  totlieir 
trust,  which,  pursuant  to  a resolution  of  the  bo;.rd, 
are  now  laid  before  the  general  assembly. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 
TH.'.M.  R\NDOLPH. 
president  B.  P.  Tvorhs. 
The  honorable  the  speaker  of  the 
house  of  delegates. 

Tlie  committee  appointed  to  examine  into  tite 
present  state  of  the  income  of  the  fund  for  inter- 
nal improvement,  the  probable  income  to  be  expect- 
ed during  the  present  year,  and  the  charges  upon 
the  same,  to  be  provided  for  during  the  present 
year,  have  performed  that  duty  and  report: 

That  there  was  reported  to  be  in  the 
treasury  on  the  16th  day  of  De- 
cember last,  to  the  credit  of  the 
fund  for  internal  improvement,  the 
sum  of  29 

Subject  however  to  a deduction  for 
this  sum  paid  on  the  4lh  day  ofDe- 
cember  last,  on  account  of  the  map, 
and  which,  not  being  known  to  th.e 
board  of  public  works,  was  omit- 
ted in  the  former  accounts, 


Real  sum  in  the  treasury  on  the  15th 
of  December,  1821, 

Since  which  the  following  sums  have 
been  received,  viz: 

From  the  Farmers*  Bank, 

And,  62  50 


3,000  00 


§14,205  29 


§5,053  50 


From  the  Bank  of  Virginia,  §20,350  00 
And,  1,383  00 

21,733  00 

From  the  Swift  Run  Gap  turnpike  Co.  102  50 
From  the  U.  States*  Bank,  420  00 


§41,515  29 

And  since  the  15th  day  ©f  December 
last,  the  following  sums  have  been 
disbursed,  viz: 

To  the  Cartersville  bridge,  § 1,000  00 

To  the  dock  company,  12,500  00 

To  the  Dismal  swamp  canal  com- 
pany, 12,500  00 

On  account  of  the  expenses  of 
the  board,  offtcers  salaries, 

&c.  &c.  1,873  58 

27,873  58 


Balance  now  in  the  traeasury,  §13,641  71 
Paid  into  the  treasury,  by  the  princi- 
pal engineer,  for  balance  of  the 
last  year*s  accounts,  278  79 


Amount  now  in  the  treasury,  §13,920  50 
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I’he  income  which  may  be  expected  during  the 
pr<*»ent  year,  is  as  foilows:  viz; 

From  llie  town  of  I’etersburg,  326  00 

\ow  due  from  Valley  Uatik,  §9,594  74 
And,  ' 3,300  00 

12,894  74 

To  become  due  from  ditto  in  July,  say,  3,300  00 

Now  due  from  the  James  Itiver  com- 
pany, 6,408  00 

To  become  due  from  ditto  in  July,  say,  3,40  8 00 
Now  due  from  the  North  Western 
Hank  for  dividends  due  before  Jan. 
last,  say,  §2,425  50 

Due  from  do.  for  Jan.  dividend,  231  00 

- — 2,655  50 

To  become  due  in  July  next,  from  do. 


say. 

To  occome  due  In  July  next,  from  the 
F<»rmer’s  Hank,  saj, 

To  become  due  from  the  Dank  of  Vir- 
jrinia,  in  July  next,  say, 

July  divnlend  on  the  United  States 
Hank  stock,  3 ly. 

Now  due  from  the  Little  liiver  turn- 


577  50 
5,053  50 
21,733  00 
420  00 


pike  company,  say,  753  00 

To  become  due  from  the  Swift  Run 
(lap  turnpike  company,  in  July 
next,  say,  102  50 

Nuw  due  from  the  Dismal  Swamp 
canal  company,  for  dividends  on 
s'ock  of  the  United  SLute.s*  Dank 
lo  med  them,  1,000  00 

To  become  due  from  do.  in  July  next, 

on  the  same  account,  say,  1,000  00 

JiTterest  now  due  from  ditto  (or  loan,  375  00 

Interest  to  become  due  from  do.  in 

July  next,  750  00 


S 74,978  24 

The  cl’.''.rges  upon  the  income  of  tlie 
find  tor  internal  improvement,  to 
be  provided  f>r  during  the  present 
year,  appear  to  be  as  foiloweth,  viz: 

Balance  to  be  paid  to  the Cariersville 
bridge  compr.-.  -,  SU750  00 

Further  iastulmenis  to  the  Ui.aneke 
navigation  company,  say,  12,800  00 
Third  instalment  to  the  Swift  Run 

Gap  turnpike  company,  11,500  00  | 

Third  instalment  to  the  Leesburg 
turnpike  road  company,  8,400  00 

Loan,  in  July,  to  tne  Disinal  swamp 
Canal  company,  12,500  00 

Charges  of  the  board,  ofiicers’  sala- 
ries,  ^<.c.  &.c.  say,  5,126  42 

On  account  of  the  map,  say,  9,000  00 

On  account  of  tiie  stock  of  the 
5Ionongi»lia  navigation  company, 

SI*)'*  3,5u0  00 

64.576  42 


Surplus  beyond  ordinary  charges,  §10,101  82 
Hut  besides  the  foregoing  charges,  the  following 
sums  are  to  be  provided  for,  and  set  apart  for  the 
purchase  oi  the  certificates  of  James  river  lean, 
viz: 

This  sum  received  from  the  James 
river  company,  being  the  surplus 
of  their  income  of  1820,  59 

This  -sum  appropriated  from  the  in- 
come  of  the  fund  for  internal  im- 
provement, 18,000  00 


S2o,370  59 


From  which  it  appear',  that  there  will  be  a defi- 
ciency in  the  resources  of  the  funds  for  meetingthe 
engagements  of  the  present  year. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  foregoing  statements 
va  ‘y  from  those  which  accompaniecl  the  Ust  annual 
report  (a  d which,  as  to  the  future  income  of  the 
fund  for  internal  improvement,  was  neces.sarily,  m 
great  part,  cci'jectural),  in  several  particulars. 

The  charges  on  account  of  the  Roanoke  and 
Monongalia  navigation  companies,  are  reduced  by 
small  sums,  according  to  information  recently  re- 
ceived. 

The  §3.000  paid  on  account  of  the  map  in  De- 
cen  ber  lust,  was  omitted  in  the  annual  report,  be- 
cause not  then  known  to  tlie  board  of  public  works: 
the  payments  on  that  account  deing  made  by  or- 
der of  the  executive,  and  not  of  tlie  board  of  pub- 
I’.c  works. 

The  Janu'.-ry  dividends  upon  the  bank  stocks 
Hve  now  entered  as  ascertained;  and  those  of  July 
are  anticipated  to  be  no  greater  than  those  of  Ja- 
nuary. The  unexpected  deficiency  in  the  income 
of  the  fund,  arises  almost  entirely  from  the  small 
dividends  upon  the  United  States’  bank  stock,  and 
the  stocks  of  the  bank  of  A'irginia  and  of  the 
farmers*  bank,  especially  of  the  two  latter,  whose 
stork  constitute  the  principal  part  of  die  produc- 
tive capita)  of  the  fund.  It  wt.s  supposed  that 
those  two  banks  would  have  given  to  individual 
Stockholders  4^  per  cent,  per  ai  num;  and  if  so,  the 
anticipations  of  the  board  of  public  works,  as  to 
t!ie  income  of  the  fund  from  these  sources,  would 
have  been  fully  verified,  in  censequence  of  the  bo- 
nus paid  on  a large  part  of  their  stock;  but  they 
divided  in  January  last  at  the  rate  of  3 per  Centura 
per  annum  only,  to  individual  stockholders. 

It  .appears  to  your  committee,  therefore,  that  if, 
(as  the  law  requires),  the  saM  sum  of  §2.1,370  59, 
be  set  spart,  out  of  the  income  of  the  fund  for 
the  present  year,  it  will  be  indispensably  necessary 
to  dispose  of  a part  of  the  disposable  fund,  to  meet 
tlie  engagen»ents  of  the  board  for  the  present  year. 
In  .hat  case,  the  board  w'ould  have  to  part  with  a 
productive  fund;  and  the  rrioncy  so  set  apart,  for 
the  pur-'hase  of  the  ccr  ificate  of  the  J .mes  river 
loan,  would  remain  unproductive,  until  such  certi- 
ficates were  ollered  for  sale;  and  your  committee 
are  of  opinion  that  no  such  certificates,  nr,  if  ary, 
to  a small  amount  only,  w ill  he  oflered  for  sale 
during  tlie  pre.sent  year.  1'he  board  cf  public 
works,  in  order  to  avoid  this  loss  of  interest,  pro- 
posed in  their  la.st  annual  report,  that  the  genr  ral 
a.ssembly  .should  autlicrize  the  investment  of  the 
tVu'.ds  appropriated  to  the  purdiase  of  the  certifi- 
c-ites  of  the  James  river  loan,  in  some  productive 
fund,  until  the  same  could  be  applied  to  their  des- 
tined object:  Atfd  it  seems  now  to  your  commit- 

tee that  the  best  means  of  providing  for  the  antici- 
pated deficiency  of  tlie  income  of  the  fund,  and  to 
t.void  the  loss  winch  would  accrue  from  keepi.ng  so 
huge  R sum  on  liand  unproductive,  would  be,  to 
meet  the  ether  charges  of  the  fund  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary income,  and  to  liansti  r to  the  credit  of  the 
fund  :.pprcpriatf  d for  the  purchase  of  the  certifi- 
cates cf  the  .lames  river  loan,  210  sliares  of  the 
-.lock  of  the  ba:-k  of  the  United  Slates;  which,  at 
i!.'e  now  current  price,  would  be  equivalent  to  the 
iaKl  sum  of  §23,570  59.  1 he  said  stock  to  be  sold 
s occasion  slunild  require,  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 

asing  the  certificates  of  James  river  loan,  when 
•ich  certificates  shall  be  oliered  Lr  sale, 

Yowr  conr.imviee  have,  therefore,  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions; 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  respedfully  reccommended 
to  the  general  assembly,  to  enact  a law,  provid- 
ing, 

That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  board  of 
public  works  do  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  set 
apart  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  pur- 
chase of  the  certificates  of  the  James  river  loan, 
210  shares  of  the  slock  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  sat:sfaction  of  tiie  sum  of  ^23,370  59, 
now  due  to  that  fund;  and  that  the  future  dividends 
declared  upon  the  said  shares,  be  passed  to  the  cre- 
dit of  the  same  account. 

That,  whensoever  any  certificates  of  the  James 
river  loan  shall  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  collector  of  i 
the  board  of  public  works,  at  par,  the  s.aid  coi lector 
shall,  by  order  of  the  board  of  public  works,  if  in 
session,  or  of  the  members  of  tine  board,  ex-ofhcio, 
in  the  recess  of  the  board,  sell  so  many  of  ihe 
said  shares  as  may  be  necessary  to  effect  the  pur- 
chase of  the  certificates  so  offered  for  sale. 

That,  tor  the  future,  so  much  of  the  annual  ap- 
propnaiion  f:  orn  the  income  of  die  fund  for  inte>’- 
nal  improvement,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  purchase  of  the  certificates  of  the  James  river 
loan  as  may  not  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of 
interest,  shall  be  inyeste  1,  by  order  of  the  board 
of  public  works,  in  some  produc*ive  fund,  until 
the  same  shall  be  wanting  ffr  either  of  the  purpo- 
ses aforesaid,  and  then  to  be  re-converted  into  mo- 
ney as  aforesaid. 

Reso'ved,  That  a copy  of  this  report,  and  of  the 
foregoing  resolution,  be  submitted  by  the  president, 
to  the  general  assembly. 

A true  copy,  from  the  journal  of  t!ie  board  of  pub- 
lic works,  of  the  8lh  of  Feb.  1822. 

BE11N\R1)  PEYTON, 

Sec*y  B.  P.  Works. 

Maryland — Internal  Improvements. 

RKPOUT  TO  THK  HOU->K  OF  DBLKOaTES 

Of  Maryland,  by  tne  committee  on  internal  im 
provement,  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
executive  communication  as  relates  to  that  sub- 
ject. 

The  committee  to  tvhom  was  refered  so  much  of  the 
governor's  message,  as  related  to  intemial  improve- 
ment, respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

Your  committee  cannot  but  feel  a deep  convic- 
tion of  the  importance  of  the  subject  which  has 
been  subrnited  to  their  consideration,  v»?^hen  they 
look  over  the  vast  field  it  presents  lo  view,  and 
reflect  upon  the  intimate  connection  it  has  with  the 
orosperity  of  the  comtnonwealth.  'fo  improve  the 
internal  resources  of  a nation  has  always  been  con- 
sidered, by  the  wisest  siatesmen,  the  sur-'^st  method 
of  promoting  its  strength  and  its  happiness,  and 
has,  accordingly,  enlisted  the  zeal  of  the  most  en- 
lightened patriots  of  every  age.  It  is  rousing  into 
active  life  the  dormant  energies  of  the  soil;  giving 
spirit  to  the  enterprize  of  the  citizens;  turning  to 
a more  profitable  account  the  labors  of  husbandry; 
creating  new  fibres  in  the  body  of  the  republic; 
infusing  into  it  a more  wholesome  circulation,  and, 
in  its  effects,  “almost  annihilating  space:’*  thus,  by 
fenngii'-g  neighbor  states  into  closer  proximity; 
equalizing  their  mutual  advantages,  and  restoring 
the  balance  which  the  partial  dispensations  of  pro- 
vidence may  have  rendered  necessary  to  the  wants 
and  the  weakness  of  the  less  favored. 

To  a young  state,  hese  improvements  are  vitally 
interesting;  a spare  population  becomes  vested  with 
all  the  fatuities  which  render  a more  numerous  one 


efficient  and  useful;  invention  and  skill  supply  t m 
fo*'ce  of  mumbers,  and  the  same  advan'ages  are  af- 
forded on  a large  scde,  whicli  result  from  the  ap- 
plication of  all  kinds  of  labor  waving  machinery,  to 
the  details  of  industry,  thus  facilitating  the  work  of 
civilization  and  refir. e.nent,  and  giving  to  the  tardy 
gair  of  years,  the  s ^ides  of  centuries. 

To  the  state  of  Maryland  this  subject  is  presented 
with  the  most  i oposing  pretensions.  Situated  in 
the  very  bosom  of  our  great  confederacy,  she  stands 
equally  open  lo  the  commerce  of  the  north  and  the 
south,  and,  from  her  fortunate  proximity  to  the 
mos  imporcant  points  on  the  western  waters, poi- 
sessing  a control  over  the  pro  fuels  of  that  regi  ui, 
wliic  i no  rivalry  can  arrest  from  her  er,joyment;  a 
control  which,  at  no  distant  day,  must  renderher  t-  .e 
mistress  of  the  great  western  trade;  the  guardian 
of  the  gates  through  which  the  treasures  of  a 
boundles  country  shall  fi'\d  their  vent,  and  winch 
shall  draw  to  her  shores  the  riches  of  an  incalc  la- 
ble  commerce.  In  addition  to  this,  the  bount^  )us 
hand  of  nature  has  spread  through  lier  confine  one 
of  the  most  maguificent  b.,ys  in  the  world,  upon 
whose  expanse,  fioat  securely  to  their  macket,  t;ne 
richest  portions  of  her  produce.  The  SusqueliuniiaU 
and  the  Potomac,  washing  iier  remosiest  border-, 
open  to  the  industry  of  her  citizens,  liie  prospect 
of  exbaustiess  treasure,  .vliUe  ioaumer  ble  fertii  /.  • 
ing  s Teams  between  lileraily  irrigate  eve'^y  e i, 
and  afford  an  immeasurable  supply  to  every  ' 
mand  for  internal  iinp-ovemenl. 

These  advantages  iiave  not  been  overlooked  or 
unappreciated  by  the  citizens  of  our  state,  id 
numerous  effirts,  founded  upon  private  as  wel 
public  patronage,  to  facditale  and  improve  t e 
means  of  internal  tr  nsportaiion,  atte.st  the  interest 
it  lias  excited;  and  your  committee  rejoice  to  find 
that  iiis  subject  begins  still  more  to  engross  the 
attention  of  every  iuieiligent  portion  of  the  commu- 
aity.  Ia  this,  our  stale  does  but  respond  to  tiie  per- 
vading seiuiment  of  the  nation.  Since  the  late  war, 
tiiere  is  scarcely  a part  of  tiie  union  which  has  not 
directed  ilsalteinion  and  its  means  lothis  question, 
and  the  result  has  been  an  iniprovement  in  tne 
general  aspect  of  the  United  Slates,  m the  course 
of  a few  years,  which,  co'isidenhg  the  population 
and  the  wealth  of  Uie  country,  and  the  extent  of 
(.erritory  upon  which  these  imptovemenTs  have  been 
spread,  is  perhaps  uaeqnalled  in  the  history  of  free 
nations.  Tne  state  MaryLmd  has,  from  the  period 
of  the  revoiulion  to  tne  present  lime,  evinced  a 
most  coinmendabie  disposuton  lo  tend  her  aid  to 
every  undertaking  wiiicli  profes.'ied  to  encourage 
those  objects;  and  altliough  at  ume.s  an  injudicious 
calcula  ion  may  have  thwarted  her  success  or  dis- 
appointed her  hopes,  siili  she  has  derived  many  and 
most  permanent  advantages  from  the  well  limed  ap- 
propri<itions  of  her  resources. 

At  the  present  juncture,  much  is  required  of  her. 
The  competition  of  formidable  rivals,  ;dthough,  as 
your  couimitiee  believe,  it  cannot  subvert  her 
'irength,  may,  for  a long  time,  retard  the  full  and 
profitable  exerci.se  of  it;  and  ii,  therelore,  becomes  a 
irtctter  of  the  most  urgent  sulici  tide,  that  we  should 
oe  in  a situation  to  keep  pace  vvitli  the  zeamus  en- 
terprize  of  our  sister  stales,  who  are  at  this  moment 
contending  with  us  tor  the  prize  of  future  power 
and  iioportance  in  the  commei’ce  of  the  west. — 
i .ough  that  Struggle  be  maintained  witii  all  Ure 
perseverance  wnicii  seif  interest  can  supply,  and 
•lie  effective  force  which  a nervous  and  a wealthy 
population  can  bestow,  .Maryland  must  nevertheless, 
oy  a discreet  and  intelligent  expenJiuire  of  her 
means,  anjed,  as  she  is,  by  a more  than  countervail- 
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ing  beneficence  of  providence,  forever  hold  a suc- 
cessful mastery  in  the  s' rife. 

Your  committee  conceive  that  this  subject  is 
urged  upon  the  attention  of  tke  si  ate  by  other  con- 
siderations. The  present  generation  seem  to  be 
more  imperiously  called  on  for  the  adoption  of  a 
system  of  policy  in  regard  to  this  question,  than 
anv  other  that  has  preceded  them,  and,  perhaps, 
more  than  their  successors  ever  may  be.  The  tran- 
quiilzed  state  of  F.ur  .pc;  the  establishment  of  what 
appears  to  be  a more  settled  order  of  things;  the  ge- 
neral competition  in  every  branch  of  trade,  appear 
more  decisively,  at  this  time,  than  at  any  former  pe- 
riod, to  throw  the  several  states  of  our  union  back 
upon  their  own  resources,  and,  of  necessity,  to 
drive  them  to  the  contemplation  of  their  intrinsic 
energies.  The  period  is  rapidly  approacliing,  at 
which  it  is  conceived  a large  manufacturing  interest 
will  be  fostered  in  our  country,  and  the  attention  of 
our  population  applied  to  furnish  a substitute  for  a 
vast  variety  of  the  present  commodities  of  trade, 
which,  before  the  lapse  of  many  years,  must  become 
the  product  of  our  own  labor  and  the  growth  of  our 
own  soil.  'Hiis  consequence  has  been  partially  de- 
veloped at  the  present  day,  by  the  entire  change  of 
our  political  relations  with  the  states  of  Europe,  and 
it  is  believed  that,  so  far  as  regards  the  condition  of 
this  continent,  that  posture  of  things  will  be  perma- 
nent. From  this  view,  it  is  obvious  that  the  labor 
of  our  country  must  be  differently  applied,  and  the 
current  of  our  national  means  turned  into  new 
channels. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  further  to  say,  that  in 
their  opinion  it  is  impossible  to  give  a more  profita- 
ble direction  to  the  policy  of  the  government,  than 
by  the  application  of  its  strength  to  internal  im- 
provement. A judicious  effort  in  this  way  is  al- 
ways sure  to  produce  arich  harvest  of  remuneration, 
and,  it  is  believed,  that  every  expenditure  required 
by  it,  is  completely  reimbursed  to  the  country,  al- 
most before  its  deficiency  is  felt.  There  is  scarcely 
a turnpike  road  constructed,  or  a cannal  made, 
which  does  not,  in  the  course  of  a very  f^w  years, 
yield  to  the  community,  however  unprofitable  it 
may  be  to  individuals,  a full  recompense  for  its 
creation;  and,  indeed,  from  the  facilities  which  the 
state  of  Maryland  every  where  presents  to  this  spe- 
cies of  enterprize,  and  the  increasing  trade  that  must 
inevitably  be  the  consequence,  yoar  committee  do 
not  hazard  too  much  by  declaring,  that  a well  select- 
ed  scheme,  for  the  improvement  of  the  means  of  in- 
ternal transportation,  must  become  one  of  the  most 
profitable  objects  in  which  capital  could  be  invested. 

In  the  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  to  them  by 
the  house,  your  committee  conceive  it  necessary 
that  they  should  present  a general  view  of  the  most 
prominent  objects  of  improven»ent,  at  present  with- 
in the  contemplation  of  the  state,  and,  as  the  gover- 
nor’s message  more  particularly  designates  tiie  river 
Potomac  as  a subject  of  attention,  they  would  beg 
leave  to  make  some  remarks  in  reference  to  it. 

The  commission  which  was  authorized  by  the 
resolutions  of  last  session,  to  unite,  in  an  examina- 
tion of  the  river,  with  a similar  commission  from 
Virginia,  have  been  delayed  by  the  tardiness  of  the 
latter  state,  in  the  commencement  of  this  work. 
Although  the  Virginia  commissioners  have  been  na- 
med by  the  executive  of  that  state,  obstacles,  un- 
known to  your  committee,  occurred  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  design  entrusted  to  them,  until  the 
lateness  of  the  season  rendered  it  impracticable  to 
proceed  to  any  satisfactory  examination  of  the  state 
of  the  river.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  all  par- 
ties will  be  ready  to  progress  in  the  contemplated 
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enterprize  as  soon  as  the  approaching  year  may 
become  most  favorable  to  their  purposes,  and  as 
theobjrcts  for  which  this  commission  w.«s  created, 
are  of  very  interesting  importance  to  both  states, 
your  committee  would  recommend  a continuance 
of  the  resolutions;  and,  in  order  to  anprise  the  ex- 
ecutive of  Virginia  of  the  feeling  of  the  state  upon 
this  subject,  your  committee  would  respectfully 
suggest  the  adoption  of  the  additional  resolution 
accompanying  this  report. 

As  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Potomac,  your  committee  would  sav  a few  words. 
This  noble  river,  from  its  peculiar  course,  holding 
its  way  exclusively  through  the  confines  of  the  state, 
watering  an  extensive  and  fertile  region;  receiving 
the  tribute  of  some  of  the  fineststreams  of  ourcoun- 
try,  among  the  rest,  the  Shenandoah,  whose  pro- 
tracted channel  sweeps  through  the  most  luxuri- 
ant valley  in  Virginia,  must  always  be  considered 
one  of  the  richest  possessions  of  our  state,  and  emi- 
nently entitled  to  the  attention  of  her  citizens  — 
Amid  these  advantages,  it  is  the  unfortunate  lot  of 
this  river  to  present  obstacles  which  must,  for  a 
long  time,  retard  tho  course  of  improvement,  and 
exclude  the  benefits  of  a commerce  longing  to 
seek  that  channel.  It  is  remarkable  for  having  the 
greatest  fall,  perhaps,  of  any  river  in  the  United 
States,  where  an  ascending  navigation  is  attempted, 
and  the  consequence  is,  not  only  an  accumulation 
of  rocks  and  rapids,  which  can  only  be  surmounted 
by  the  arduous  toil  and  disciplined  skill  of  the 
boatmen,  but  a liability  to  extreme  lowness  of  water, 
which  has  been  known,  in  some  extraordinary  years, 
to  have  prevailed  through  the  whole  boating  sea- 
son, almost  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  that  mode  of 
transportation.  These  causes  have  operated  to 
produce  a neglect  of  the  trade  of  that  river,  so  far 
as  to  reduce  it  to  an  amount  certainly  insignificant 
when  compared  with  the  iUiiTiItable  riches  which 
might  be  collected  on  its  banks.  The  state  has  al- 
ready spent  large  sums  of  money  in  the  fruitless 
endeavor  to  seize  upon  its  treasures,  and  the  re- 
iterated attempts  of  a well  organized  and  richly 
endowed  company,  give  a striking  demonstration 
of  the  futility  of  attempting  to  vanquish  obstacles 
in  their  nature  insuperable.  The  time,  doubtless, 
will  come,  when  the  enterprize  of  the  stale,  aided 
by  an  abundant  treasury,  and  the  keen  edged  ac« 
tivity  of  commercial  wants,  will  devise  and  execute 
some  project  which  shall  yet  put  Maryland  in  the 
full  and  perfect  enjoyment  of  this  yet  unconquered 
tributary.  That  day  is  certainly  not  at  hand,  and 
the  slender  supplies  of  the  state,  your  committee 
conceive,  would  be  lavished  with  a useless  prodi- 
gality, upon  any  attempt  to  render  the  navigation 
of  the  bed  of  that  river  more  practicable  than  »t  is; 
indeed  every  thing  seems  to  be  done  which  can  be 
done  in  regard  to  that  object.  The  channel  has 
been  cleared,  canals  have  been  constructed  around 
or  through  all  the  important  rapids,  and  the  most 
considerable  falls  are  provided  with  durable  and 
substantial  locks;  the  trade,  nevertheless,  still  Ian- 
guishes  under  unsubdued  impediments.  The  only 
method  of  Improvement,  therefore,  which  could  be 
suggested,  would  be  the  construction  of  canals 
through  all  that  part  of  the  country  in  which  the 
river  presents  the  greatest  body  of  obstacles;  an  un- 
dertaking which  could  only  be  achieved  with  the 
wealth  of  an  empire. 

Your  committee  are  naturally  led  from  these 
speculations  to  a contemplation  of  the  resources  of 
the  state  in  another  quarter.  The  river  Susquefian- 
nah  has  been  brought  upon  the  public  view  wiih  a 
renewed  interest'  and  the  means  of  improving  it 
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have  been  already  submitlcd  to  this  committee, 
upon  which  they  had  the  honor  to  make  a distinct 
re  noi  t.  Th  ey  had  the  satisfac  ion  to  find  the  report 
pr.)mptly  adopted,  and  the  bill  which  accompanied 
it  speedily  passed  into  a law.  This  river  stands  in 
a very  diff  ereiit  predicament  from  that  of  which  we 
have  just  spoken.  It  appears  to  be  now  satisfac- 
t-'rily  ascertained,  that  every  work  which  is  calcu- 
lated  to  i'  prove  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  render  it 
more  practicable  to  the  purposes  of  navigation, 
must  ultimately  offer  a rich  remuneration  to  the 
state,  in  an  increased  supply  of  produce.  The  Sus- 
quehannah,  unlike  the  Potomac,  has,  until  it  ap- 
proaches within  a short  distance  of  the  tide,  a mo 
derate  fall,  and  rolls  over  a wide  and  comparatively 
smooth  bed;  is  more  regular  in  the  rise  and  fall  of 
its  water,  and  in  every  respect  is  more  propitious  to 
navigation.  Within  forty  or  fifty  miles  of  the  tide, 
it  passes  through  a range  of  country  which  falls  with 
grea'  ahrup'ness  to  the  Chesaperke,  and  presents 
innunerble  ridges  of  granite,  which,  being  br.kef 
in  the  bed  of  the  river,  offer  almost  the  only  seri- 
Otis  obstacles  which  occur  in  its  passage  from  the 
borders  of  the  state  of  New-York.  Some  late  ef 
forts  evince  the  entire  practicability  of  surmount- 
ing these  difficulties,  and  there  no  longer  remains  a 
doubt  that  a judicious  effort,  applied  to  the  improve- 
ment of  this  lower  portion  of  the  river,  must  be 
productive  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  state.  This 
once  achieved,  the  products  of  an  immense  extent 
of  country,  reaching  through  the  heart  of  Pennsyl 
Vinia  and  penetratinginto  theinterior  of  New-York, 
are  at  once  poured  into  the  lap  of  Maryland.  For 
an  estimate  of  the  value  of  this  commerce,  even  un 
der  its  present  disparagements,  your  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  separate  report  already 
made  by  them  upon  this  subject.  The  work,  there- 
fore, in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  deserves 
the  serious  and  immediate  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  it  is  hoped  that  the  measures  already 
projected  by  the  spirited  and  meritorious  enter- 
prize  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  will  have  the  ef- 
fect to  demonstrate  the  importance  of  the  design, 
to  the  great  and  permanent  interests  of  Maryland, 
and  speedly  to  enlist  a more  decided  patronage  in 
its  favor. 

The  next  object  of  concern  in  reference  to  the 
duties  of  your  committee,  is  to  be  found  in  the  exe- 
cution of  a design  which  was  conceived  as  long  ago 
as  the  year  1799,  and  as  yet  but  partly  accomplish- 
ed, to  effiect  a water  communication  between  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bays.  A rout  was,  at 
that  time,  marked  out  by  commissioners  appointed 
by  a company  incorporated  for  this  purpose,  (the 
commission  consisting  of  gentlemen  ofPennsylva 
nia,  Delaware  and  this  state),  which  was  supposed 
to  be  the  most  eligible  course  presented  by  the 
character  of  the  country  of  the  peninsula,  as  well 
as  by  the  convenience  afforded  in  the  supply  of 
water.  This  rout  extended  from  a selected  point  on 
the  Elk-River  to  the  Christiana,  in  Delaware,  and 
th  e supply  of  water  was  to  be  obtained  from  a feeder, 
reaching  from  the  upper  district  of  the  former. 
From  the  want  of  funds,  as  well  as  from  other  causes 
of  less  importance,  this  work  did  not  progress  fur- 
then  than  the  preparatory  stages  of  the  design,  by 
the  partial  completion  of  nine  or  ten  miles  of  the 
feeder,  in  which  attempt  the  whole  capital  origi- 
nally paid  in,  amounting  to  upwards  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  was  expended. 

In  the  session  of  1812,  an  act  passed  this  legisla- 
ture, expressing  a design  to  co-operate  in  the  ori- 
gmal  scheme,  by  a determination  to  subscribe  for 
two  iiuiidred  and  fifty  shares  of  the  slock,  whenever. 


the  government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  states 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  should  have  sub- 
scribed, in  their  individual  capacities,  for  amounts 
therein  specified.  Since  the  passage  of  that  act  no 
movement  has  been  made  towards  the  ulterior  ac- 
complishment of  this  work.  As  the  interference 
of  this  slate  appears  to  be  of  doubtful  policy,  a bill 
has  been  submitted,  which  yet  remains  upon  the. 
table  of  the  house,  recommending  the  repeal  of  that 
act,  before  the  performance  of  the  conditions  by 
eiti  er  of  the  parties  shall  have  placed  this  state  un- 
der an  obligation  to  redeem  the  pledge.  Your 
committee  do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  the  policy 
of  thw  piocedure,  if  circumstances,  which  maybe 
unknown  to  them,  have  not  before  this  occurred  to 
render  their  withdrawal  a violation  of  faith.  In 
this  recommendation,  your  committee  deem  it  ne- 
cessary to  say,  that  ihey  are  far  from  being  actuated 
by  any  sentiment  hostile  to  the  prosperity  of  the  pro- 
jected enterprize;  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a work  from  w’hich  a very  respectable 
portiort  of  the  state  of  Maryland  may  derive  essen- 
tial advantages,  in  the  choice  it  may  present  them 
of  an  intercourse  with  two  of  the  most  extensive 
markets  on  this  continent,  and  also  fro;n  the  facili- 
ties affiorded  to  a trade  with  an  extensive  manufac- 
turing district,  through  w-hich  the  intended  canal 
is  destined  to  run;  but  your  committee  conceive  the 
propriety  of  the  measure  is  urged  by  a considera- 
tion, in  the  first  place,  of  the  limited  means  of  the 
state,  at  present  applicable  to  such  a enactment;  that 
they  may  be  called  upon,  almost  without  notice,  to 
perform  their  stipulation;  and,  in  the  second,  ffiom 
a reference  to  the  much  superior  interest  in  this 
undertaking  in  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  s ales  of  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania,  which, 
it  is  presumed,  is  sufficiently  cogent  to  induce 
themselves  to  finish  the  work — this  subject  alw'ays 
having  been  one  of  favorite  interest  at  Washington, 
and  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  a matter  of  such 
engrossing  importance,  as  to  induce  a belief  that 
she  alone  could  enter,  single  handed,  upon  the  en- 
terprize.  These  arguments,  no  boubt,  would  have 
been  better  urged  against  the  policy  of  the  act  of 
1812,  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  and  may  now  ap- 
pear to  fall  with  ill  grace  from  the  state  of  Mary- 
land. Your  committee  would,  however,  again  re- 
peat, that  unless  the  withdrawal  can  be  made  with- 
out  trespassing  upon  the  proper  expectations  of 
the  other  parties,  much  less  trenching  upon  their 
interests,  they  would  reprobate  the  act  and  recom- 
mend an  instant  provision  to  be  made  for  this  an- 
ticipated demand,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  em- 
barrassments of  the  treasury,  since  they  should  re- 
gard it  their  duty  to  inculcate  the  propriety  of  the 
most  scrupulous  adherence  to  every  engagement, 
rif  such  this  may  be  called,)  howsoever  indiscielely 
it  may  have  been  made.  In  the  present  case,  your 
committee  do  not  preceive  the  existence  of  any  such 
obligation,  or  that  the  state  ever  de.signed  to  bind 
itself  to  do  more  than  good  policy,  evidenced  even 
by  a future  state  of  circumstances,  should  require. 

Such  appear  to  be  the  most  prominent  objects 
of  improvement  in  internal  transportation  by  mean^ 
of  water,  in  the  present  contemplation  of  the  ci- 
tizens of  this  state.  Every  year  may  be  expected 
to  develope  new  schemes,  and  to  suggest  the 
wakening  of  some  dormant  power.  Our  country 
teems  with  the  facilities  of  this  kind  of  enterprize; 
and  the  wants  of  an  augmented  population,  and  a 
more  extended  culture  of  our  soil,  must,  in  a very 
few  years,  give  rise  to  projects  as  yet  uiianticipated 
and  ui.known.  There  are  inany,  however,  rationally 
within  the  view  of  the  present  time;  such  as  the 
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scheme  of  a connection  between  the  S'lsqiiehannah 
and  Potomac,  by  means  of  a junction  canal,  and 
its  intersection  at  some  middle  point  by  another, 
leading  to  the  ci^y  of  Baltimore,  This  project  is 
recommended  by  the  command  it  would  instantly 
aH'ord  to  the  state  of  .Maryland,  over  the  trade  of 
the  Vast  extent  of  country  connected  with  the  Sus- 
quehannah  and  its  tributaries  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  Pot  mac  and  the  Ohio  on  the  other.  The, 
means  of  its  accomplishment  too,  are  considered 
as  in  no  embarrassing  degree  difhrult,  while  the 
revenue,  it  would  undoubtedly  afford  to  the  state, 
or  to  individuals  concerned,  must  be  great  beyond 
tlie  reach  of  any  ordinary  calculation.  Other 
schemes,  looking  to  the  same  object,  the  concen- 
tration of  this  extended  trade  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, have,  from  iime  to  time,  occurred  to  view. 
Among  these  may  be  ranked,  a canal  extending 
fr*»m  York-Maven  on  the  Susquehannah,  to  that 
city,  which  it  is  supposed  will  eventually  furnish  a 
substitute  to  the  lower  navigation  of  that  river;  « 
canal  connecting  the  Potomac  wdth  the  Patuxent; 
another  uniting  the  Monocy  and  Patapsco,  and 
many  others  affording  the  means  of  an  union  with 
the  upper  country.  The  late  attempt  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  to  direct  a large  portion  of  the  in- 
ternal trade,  dependant  upon  some  of  the  above 
mentioned  improvements,  to  the  city  of  Philadel 
phia,  by  forming  a connection  between  the  Sus- 
quehannah and  the  Schuylkill,  through  the  means 
of  the  Swatara  and  Tulpehocken  creeks,  which 
undertaking  is  said  to  be  now  in  a state  of  pros- 
perous forwardness,  certainly  furnishes  an  ad- 
ditional argument  for  urging,  at  this  time,  a consi 
deration  of  these  subjects  upon  the  state,  and  more 
especially,  in  regard  to  all  such  improvements  as 
relate  to  the  navigation  of  the  Susquehannah.  That 
cause  will,  doubtless,  operate  to  give  expedition 
to  the  labor  of  our  citizens,  since  delay  must  not 
only  be  attended  with  present  privation,  but  possi- 
bly the  exclusion  of  all  future  hope  of  enjoying  a 
rich  and  lucrative  commerce,  now  about  to  be 
lured  into  the  channels  of  a jealous  and  powerful 
competitor.  In  many  of  these  improvements,  it 
will  likewise  appear  that  the  interest  of  the  adja- 
cent states  is  so  obviously  connected  with  our  own, 
that  we  may  safely  confide  in  the  expectation  of 
their  assistance  in  the  undertaking.  Thus  every 
substantial  work,  calculated  to  open  the  sources  of 
the  Potomac  river,  and  to  connect  them  with  the 
western  waters,  must  be  a subject  of  equal  con- 
cern to  the  states  of  Ohio,  Virginia  and  Kentucky, 
and  would,  unquestionably,  insure  their  aid;  while 
it  is  no  less  to  bs  supposed,  that  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania  would  heartily  concur  in  our  labors  on 
the  Susquehannah.  Indeed,  your  committee  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  that,  even  now,  a bill  is  be- 
fore  the  legislature  of  this  latter  state,  which,  it 
js  presumed,  will  meet  with  their  approbation, 
providing  for  an  immediate  co-operation  with  the 
state  of  Maryland,  in  the  plan  of  improvement  for 
that  river,  suggested  in  the  bill  reported  by  this 
committee  in  an  earlier  part  of  tbe  session,  and 
passed  by  both  houses. 

The  advantages  of  transportation  by  water,  over 
the  most  improved  methods  of  conveying  produce 
by  land,  will  always  render  the  former  the  most 
important  object  of  attention,  and  although  the  su- 
perior facility,  on  the  score  of  expense,  of  making 
roads,  may  have  a tendency  to  attract  capital  to  that 
species  of  investment,  yet  this  advantage  is  mor<r 
than  preponderated  by  the  great  disproportion  be 
tween  the  two  in  the  expense,  the  labor  and  expe- 
dition of  carriage,  as  vreU  as  in  the  bulk  transport- 


ed. There  are  raa:  y articles  of  produce,  also, 
w.hose  size  and  weight,  compared  with  their  v due 
and  the  distance  from  market,  prevent  them  becom- 
ing commodities  of  trade,  so  long  as  they  are  shut 
out  from  the  means  of  water  carriage;  yet  which, 
with  this  opportunity,  may  form  no  inconsiderable 
portion  of  llie  internal  commerce  of  the  country. 
There  are  others  also,  which,  although  of  a more 
convenient  bulk,  are  entirely  precluded  from  a low 
market,  owing  to  the  expense  of  transportation. 
In  regard  to  such  articles,  the  uncertainty  of  tlicir 
becoming  a matter  of  profit,  induces  a negligent 
culture,  and  prevents  them  fro  n arriving  at  that 
perfection  which  the  activity  of  trade  always  com- 
municates to  an  imp'Wtant  staple.  The  difference 
of  expense  of  transportation  between  roads  and 
canals  is,  generally,  estimated  as  one  to  six,  and 
from  that  to  one  to  ten,  in  f.ivor  of  the  latter;  to 
this,  also,  may  be  added,  the  convenience  in  re- 
gard to  size  and  packi  ng  of  the  burthen  borne. 
In  Mr.  Fulton’s  report  to  the  secretar\  of  the  trea- 
sury, in  1807,  this  subject  is  considered  by  him, 
and  your  committee  would  beg  leave  to  make  the 
following  short  extract  by  way  of  illustration:  “I 
will  now  suppose,”  he  writes,  “a  canal  to  have  been 
cut  from  Philadelphia  to  Columbia,  and  its  windings 
to  make  100  miles,  at  15,000  dollars  a mile,  or  for 
the  whole  1,500,000.  On  such  a canal,  one  mafi,  one 
boy,  and  one  horse,  would  convey  25  tons,  20  miles 
a day,  on  which  the  following  would  be  the  ex- 
penses: 


One  ma  ', 

SI  00 

One  horse. 

1 00 

One  boy, 

50 

Tolls  for  repairing  the  canal. 

Tolls  for  passing  locks,  inclined  planes. 

1 00 

tunnels  and  aqueducts. 

1 00 

Interest  on  the  wear  of  the  boat. 

50 

TotaP 

S5  00 

This  is  equal  to  20  cents  a ton  for  20  miles,  and 
no  more  than  one  dollar  a ton  for  100  miles,  instead 
of  ten  dollars  paid  by  the  road.  Consequently,  for 
each  ton  carried  from  Columbia  to  Philadelphia  on 
the  canal,  the  company  might  take  atoll  of  six  dol- 
lars,  instead  of  one,  which  is  now  got  by  the  road, 
and  then  the  flour  would  arrive  at  Philadelphia  for 
seven  dollars  a ton,  instead  of  ten,  which  it  now 
pays.”  A little  before  the  above  extract,  the  same 
writer  had  given  a calculation  in  regard  to  the 
road.  “From  Philadelphia,”  he  observed,  “to  ihe 
Susquehannah  at  Columbia,  is  74  miles;  that  road, 
if  I am  rightly  inf  irmed,  cost  on  an  average  S6,000 
a mile,  or  444,000  for  the  whole.  On  it,  from  Co- 
lumbia to  Philadelphia,  a barrel  of  flour,  say  206 
weight,  pays  one  dollar  carriage;  a broad  wheeled 
waggon  carries  thirty  barrels,  or  three  tons,  and  pajs 
for  turnpike  three  dollars;  thus,  for  each  ton  car- 
ried, the  turnpike  company  receives  only  one  dol- 
lar.”  This  calculation,  founded,  as  it  doubtless 
is,  upon  a careful  and  accurate  consideration  of  the 
question,  demonstrates  at  one  view  the  immense 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  places  the  supe- 
riority of  canals  in  the  most  prominent  light. 

From  tills  communication,  your  committee  would 
turn  to  the  subject  of  the  roads,  upon  which  it  is 
necessary  they  should  say  but  very  liitle.  From 
the  hilly  and  broken  character  of  a great  part  of 
this  state,  as  well  as  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a 
sufficient  supply  of  water  at  the  summit  levels,  it- 
must  ever  be  necessary  to  substitute  turnpike  roads 
in  many  of  the  important  districts,  in  the  pl«ce  of 
canals.  To  this  species  of  labor,  the  pubhc  spirit 
of  our  citizens  has  been  long  since  prplied,  an£ 
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there  is  no  state  in  the  union  more  amply  provided 
with  excellent  roads.  The  munificence  of  the  ge- 
neral governmeirt  has,  in  the  space  of  a few  years 
past,  completed  one  of  the  most  substantial,  and 
best  constructed  turnpikes,  perhaps,  in  the  world, 
leading  f -om  Wheeling,  in  the  state  of  Virginia,  to 
Cumberland.  This  work  is  connected  with  the 
other  roads  forming  a communication  with  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  and  has  become  the  route  of  a very 
extensive  trade.  The  line  of  communication, 
however,  is  interrupted  by  a space  of  about  ten 
miles  between  Boonsborough  and  the  Conoco- 
cheague,  which  yet  remains  unpaved.  It  is  in- 
dispensable this  piece  of  road  should  be  instantly 
completed.  Your  committee,  hc-.vever,  conceive  it 
unnecessary  to  suggest  any  plan  for  this  purpose, 
as  they  believe  the  fullest  reliance  may  be  placed 
in  the  efficacy  of  the  measure  already  submitted 
and  adopted  by  this  legislature.  It  is  understood 
that  the  citizens  of  the  upper  counties  of  Virginia 
have  projected  a scheme  to  shorten  the  distance 
between  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  Cumberland,  by 
making  a road  from  Shepherdstown,  on  the  Poto- 
mac, to  the  last  mentioned  point.  Should  this  en- 
terprize  be  carried  into  successful  operation,  the 
diverging  point  would  roost  probably  be  at  Boons- 
borough. That  circumstance,  however,  your  com- 
mittee conceive  should  have  no  effect  in  retarding 
the  operations  of  the  state  in  regard  to  the  proposed 
work,  as,  in  any  event,  it  is  a matter  deeply  inte- 
resting to  a very  extensive  and  populous  part  of 
the  country,  who  suffV.r,  at  particular  seasons  of  the 
year,  the  most  serious  privations  from  the  want 
of  it. 

While  upon  the  subject  of  this  road,  your  com- 
mittee cannot  withhold  the  expression  of  their  de- 
sire to  see  some  efficient  arrangement  made  for 
the  purpose  of  rendering  the  whole  of  this  import- 
ant line  of  communication  free  of  toll,  or  subject 
only  to  such  burthens  as  may  be  necessary  to  keep 
it  in  repair.  The  propriety  of  such  a measure  is 
urged  by  a multitude  of  considerations  which  have 
been  so  frequently  submitted  to  the  legislature,  as 
to  make  it  unnecessary  lo  repeat  them,  and  such  ap- 
pears to  be  the  general  accordance  of  opinion  upon 
this  question,  that  it  is  believed  nothing  but  a defi 
ciency  of  means  has  prevented  the  purchase  being 
made  long  since.  Your  committee  merely  throw 
out  this  topic  for  the  consideration  of  the  house, 
as  connected  with  the  objects  of  their  report,  with- 
out pretending  to  suggest  any  plan  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Connected  with  this  also,  is  the  subject  of  a 
bill  now  upon  the  table  for  the  purpose  of  autho- 
rizing congress  to  impose  a small  toll  upon  so 
much  of  the  Wheeling  turnpike  as  extends  within 
the  limits  of  this  state;  the  object  of  this  bill  your 
commit’ ee  believe  to  be  politic,  and  they  would  re- 
spectfully recommend  its  passage. 

Such  appear  to  be  the  general  topics  within  the 
range  of  the  inquiry  subnulied  to  your  committee. 
They  have  endeavored  to  convey  a faithful  outline 
of  the  subject,  without  aiming  at  an  exhibition  of 
the  detitils,  which  a more  complete  elucidation 
might  demand.  It  is  with  some  hope  of  recom- 
mending even  a more  general  application  to  these 
speculations,  that  they  have  progressed  in  their 
work,  as  they  feel  confident  the  subject  cannot  be 
too  soon  taken  up  or  too  much  dwelt  on  by  the 
citizens  of  Maryland,  who  are  compelled  to  main- 
tain, by  the  resources  of  ingenuity  and  artificial 
improvement,  the  influence  and  political  conside- 
ration in  the  confederacy  which  a small  population 
and  a limited  territory  might  deny  them.  In  or- 
der,  thtirwfore,  to  keep  alive  the  attention  and  the 


zeal  of  the  state  upon  this  question,  your  commit- 
tee conceive  no  better  plan  could  be  devised  than 
the  establishment  of  a board  of  public  works.  As 
this,  however,  is  a matter  for  which  the  state  may 
not  yet  be  prepared,  and  which  may  require  much 
more  information  in  regard  to  the  objects  of  inter- 
nal improvement  than  your  committee  have  it  in 
their  power  to  present,  they  would  recommend,  for 
the^present,  the  institution  of  a committee,  to  be 
selected  by  the  executive  from  among  the  most  in- 
telligent members  of  the  community,  with  direc- 
tions to  report,  either  individually  or  collectively, 
to  them,  the  most  judicious  course  of  improvement 
in  reference  to  the  roads,  canals  and  rivers  of  the 
state,  or  such  parts  of  them  as  may  come  under 
their  notice.  And  further,  that  the  executive  be 
authorized,  if  they  should  deem  it  expedient,  to 
cause  surveys  to  be  made  and  maps  to  be  returned, 
of  such  districts,  roads  or  water  courses,  as,  in  their 
opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  the  iilusfration  of  any 
proposed  plan  of  operations.  And  that  directions 
be  given,  that  such  reports  be  made,  if  possible,  in 
time  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  general  assembly. 

To  this  effect  your  committee  have  the  honor  to 
present  resolutions  accompanying  this  report. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  KENNEDY, 
Chairman  of  the  committee.. 

RESOLUTIONS  ACCOMPAKTINS  THE  REPORT. 

1.  Resolved^  That  the  governor  and  council  be 
authorized  and  empowered,  to  take  such  measures 
in  regard  to  the  appointment,  of  the  time  and  place 
of  meeting,  and  the  adjustment  of  other  prelimina- 
ries attendant  upon  the  execution  of  the  duties  as- 
signed to  the  commissioners  appointed  in  virtue  of 
the  act  passed  last  session,  for  the  examination  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  conjointly  with  the 
commissioners  appointed  by  the  executive  of  Vir- 
ginia, as  they  in  their  judgment  shall  deem  most 
conducive  to  the  prompt  and  wholesome  execution 
of  the  said  act. 

Further  resolved^  That  the  governor  and  council 
be  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  treasurer  of  the 
western  shore  for  any  sum  of  money  which  may 
be  necessary  to  defray  any  reasonable  and  necessary 
charges  growing  out  of  the  said  commission. 

And  further  resolved.  That  the  governor  be  re- 
quested to  apprize  the  executive  of  Virginia  of 
the  wish  of  this  state,  that  the  said  commission 
should  proceed  to  discharge  the  duties  assigned 
them,  as  soon  as  the  season  and  other  circumstances 
may  render  it  most  proper. 

RESOLUTIONS,  NO.  2. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  governor  and  council  be 
directed  to  select,  as  soon  after  the  passage  of 
these  resolutions  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done, 
nine  of  the  most  discrete  and  intelligent  citizens 
of  this  state,  as  a committee  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
porting to  the  executive,  either  collectively  or  in- 
dividually, as  their  convenience  may  allow,  upon 
the  rno.st  efficient,  useful  and  practicable  plans  of 
iiiternal  improvement,  in  relation  either  to  the 
whole  of  the  state,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  they 
may  think  proper  respectively  to  select.  And  that 
the  executive  be  authorized  to  supply  any  vacancy 
in  said  committee  which  may  occur  during  the  term 
of  their  appointment. 

Further  resolved.  That  to  each  person  selected 
as  aforesaid,  the  governor  and  council  be  directed 
to  transmit  a copy  of  the  reports  on  internal  im- 
provement, by  the  committee  of  the  senate  and 
bouse  of  delegates  respectively,  and  also  a copy  of 
the  following  instructions: 
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*‘You  ure  requesled  to  communicate  to  the  execu 
tive  of  this  slate,  as  soon  as  it  may  suit  your  conve- 
nience, not  delaying  longer  than  the  period  of  com- 
mencement of  the  next  general  assembly,  such  in- 
formation as  you  may  have  it  in  your  power  to  af- 
ford,  in  relation  to  the  subjects  of  internal  im- 
provement within  this  state.  More  especially  con- 
fining your  attention  to  a description  of  the  gene- 
ral face  and  character  of  the  country — the  eleva- 
tions of  the  most  remarkable  hills  and  mountains 
— the  nature  of  their  minerals,  the  soil  and  vege- 
table productions — the  courses  of  the  rivers  and 
creeks — the  nature  of  the  country  through  which 
they  pass,  and  the  produce  in  which  it  abounds. 
The  means  of  connection  between  important  ri 
vers;  the  fdciliiies  afforded  to  the  construction  of 
canals,  roads  or  railways;  the  prices  of  labor;  the 
respective  average  charges  per  mile  in  making 
roads  or  canals;  the  probable  advantages  to  the  in- 
ternal trade  and  commerce  of  each  district  by 
making  such  improvements,  and  all  such  other  in- 
formation upon  these  questions  as  you  may  consi- 
der useful.” 

Further  resolved.  That  the  governor  and  council 
be  authorized  to  procure  such  general  surveys  of 
the  rivers,  water  courses  or  districts  of  country,  as 
they  shall  in  their  judgment  deem  necessary  to  the 
illustration  of  the  subjects  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  that  for  the  expenses  of  the  same  they  be 
authorized  to  draw  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  west- 
ern shore. 

SEKATE  OF  MARTLANB. 

Report  of  the  commitiee  on  internal  improvement, 
to  which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  executive 
communication  as  relates  to  that  subject. 

The  committee  to  whom  -was  referred  so  much  of  the 
governors  message,  as  relates  to  internal  improve- 
ment, beg  leave  to  report: 

^ That,  whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  hereto- 
fore have  existed,  as  to  the  expediency  of  internal  im- 
provements, the  time  appears  now  to  have  arrived, 
when  every  citizen  of  the  state  of  Maryland  is  so- 
licitous that  all  proper  means  should  be  adopted  to 
bring  into  life  and  activity  every  internal  improve- 
ment of  which  the  state  is  susceptible.  That,  ful- 
ly aware  of  this  feeling,  your  committee  would  re- 
.spectfully  suggest  some  distinct  objects  of  internal 
improvement,  which  they  cannot  but  regard  as  of 
the  very  first  importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  state 
— that  is;  The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
rivers  Potomac  and  Susquehannah — the  cross  cut 
canal,  (as  it  is  usually  called),  to  unite  the  bays  of 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  the  making  of  a turn- 
pike road  from  Boonsborough  to  Hager’s  town, 
with  a view  to  join  the  great  national  road,  lately 
completed  by  the  United  States,  from  Cumberland 
to  Wheeling,  in  the  state  of  Virginia. 

With  respect  to  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  Potomac,  your  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  every  reasonable  aid  should  be  afforded 
by  the  state,  to  effect  that  desirable  object,  but 
when  we  find  that  the  state  of  Maryland  lias  already 
advanced  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for 
that  purpose,  without  deriving  the  slightest  benefit 
from  it,  they  cannot  but  think  it  is  time  to  pause  be- 
fore advancing  further  sums  of  money,  except  so  far 
as  to  complete  the  surveys  already  made,  or  un- 
dertaken, to  procure  correct  estimates  of  the  ex- 
penses of  effecting  the  proposed  object,  and  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
that  river  is  intended  to  be  carried. 

And  here  your  committee  would  remark,  t’  at 
some  doubts  of  the  value  of  this  improvement  nas 


been  suggested  to  their  minds  by  a perusal  of  the 
following  extract  from  the  report  of  the  late  Mr. 
Latrobe,  dated  March  I6t.!i,  1808,  to  Mr.  Gallatin, 
then  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States: 
‘The  trade  of  this  canal,  especially  during  the  year 
1807,  has  been  so  great,  that  there  appears  every 
prospect  of  its  becoming  a productive  work  in  those 
years  in  which  there  is  a considerable  and  equal 
quantity  of  water  in  the  river;  but  on  this  circtm- 
stance  it  must  always  depend.  The  information  re- 
specting it,  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  com- 
pany on  the  spot,  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to 
say  more  upon  it.* 

Mr.  Latrobe’s  opinion,  upon  a subject  of  this  na- 
ture, being,  in  the  estimation  of  your  committee, 
entitled  to  the  greatest  respect,  they  conceive  that, 
before  any  further  advances  should  be  made  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac,  the 
doubts,  suggested  by  this  extract  from  his  report, 
should  be  fully  and  accurately  examined  into,  in 
order  to  enable  the  general  assembly  to  form  a 
more  correct  opinion  upon  the  subject,  than  the 
information  which  they  now  possess  will  enable 
them  to  do.  It  appears,  from  a report  of  the  Poto- 
mac company,  that  the  total  amount  of  tolls  receiv- 
ed by  them,  from  the  1st  day  of  August,  1799,  to 
the  1st  day  of  August,  1817,  was  glG2,379  95,  or 
^9,021  per  annum,  all  of  which  amount,  except  the 
sum  of  ^3890  55,  was  applied  to  the  further  im- 
provement of  the  river.  '1  he  value  of  property 
brought  down  the  river,  during  the  same  period  of 
tim<»,  is  estimated  at  §7,002,370  62,  cts.  equal  to 
§289,000  annually. 

As  it  regards  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  river  Susquehanna,  your  committee,  viewing 
it  as  a subject  of  great  and  boundless  importance 
to  the  state  of  Maryland,  have  given  to  it  their  full- 
est and  most  attentive  consideration.  The  atten- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  Maryland  has  recently  been 
directed  towards  it,  and  all,  convinced  of  the  vast 
utility  and  benefit  to  be  derived  from  it,  seem  anxi- 
ously solicitous  that  some  legislative  aid  should  be 
extended  towards  it.  Under  these‘circumstances, 
your  committee  cannot  but  recommend  it  as  a sub- 
ject  worthy  of  Ihe  deepest  rellection  and  fraught 
with  considerations  of  vital  importance  to  the  state 
of  Maryland. 

That  particular  district  of  country  to  which  the 
benefits  of  the  turnpike  roads  in  Maryland  are 
most  immediately  e.xtended,  lying  between  the 
Susquehannah,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Potomac,  on 
the  other,  and  extending  nortli-westward  of  Balti- 
more, to  the  north  mountain,  comprehending  the 
Gonococheague  valley,  has  been  accurately  mea- 
sured on  a map  of  the  country,  and  found  to  con- 
tain 5000  .square  miles.  Those  portions  of  the 
country  bordering  upon  the  various  tributary 
streams  of  the  Potomac,  westward  of  the  south 
mountain  in  Maryland  and  the  blue  ridge  in  Virgi- 
nia, have  been  also  measured,  and  found  to  contain 

10.000  square  miles.  But,  when  your  committee 
direct  their  atter»tion  to  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try through  which  the  Susquehannah  fiows,  they 
embrace  within  their  view  a field  of  greater  and 
more  enlarged  dimensions.  By  an  accurate  mea- 
surement of  those  expanded  regions,  situated  upon 
the  Susquehannah,  and  its  numerous  wdde  spread- 
ing branches,  they  have  been  found  to  contain  about 

20.000  square  miles,  exclusive  of  10,000  square 
miles  more  of  adjacent  i oun try,  lying  upon  'tlier 
waters  in  the  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  New-York, 
for  vhe  produce  of  which  country,  should  the  uavi- 
. gation  of  the  Susquehannah  be  improved  to  the 
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extent  contemplated,  Baltimore  must  inet'itably 
become  the  most  convenient  market. 

From  these  estimates,  it  is  abundantly  evident 
that  the  trade  of  the  Susquehannah,  (flowing  as  it 
does  tiirough  a country  of  vast  extent  and  inferior 
in  point  of  fertility  to  no  portion  of  the  United 
States),  is  a trade  involving  in  its  nature  a very  ex- 
tensive, permanent  and  growing  interest. 

Were  the  navigation  of  the  Potomac  improved 
to  the  utmost  possible  extent,  its  trade  must  be 
considered  but  of  minor  importance  when  compar- 
ed with  that  of  the  Susquehannah:  the  Potomac, 
flowing  as  it  does  through  country  of  compar.i- 
lively  small  extent,  and  by  no  means  celebrated  for 
its  richness  and  fertility.  In  addition  to  this  it 
may  be  rennarked  tha  , to  however  great  an  extent 
the  productions  of  tiie  soil  may  find  their  v/ay  into 
the  Potomac;  however  ex'ensive  the  demand  for 
foreign  commodities  at  Georgetown  and  Washing 
ton,  the  state  of  Maryland  can  derive  but  little  be- 
nefit from  it.  The  advantages  secured  flow  into  a 
different  channel:  they  go  to  fill  other  coffers— not 
those  of  the  state  of  Maryland.  But  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Susquehannah  to  the  extent  pro- 
posed, and  you  bring  tn  the  city  of  Baltimore  a 
trade  of  incalculable  extent  and  value,  the  benefits 
of  which  must  be  imparted  to  every  section  of  the 
state,  and  which  cannot  fail  richly  to  remunerate  us 
tor  whatever  aid  may  be  extetided  to  it. 

The  obstructions  to  the  free  navigation  of  the 
river  Susquehannah,  exist  near  tide  water,  that  is  to 
say,  below  Columbia.  Above  that  town  the  diffi 
tulties  are  removed  by  Pennsylvania,  and  a boat 
navigation  at  present  exists  to  near  the  N York 
line.  The  distance  from  Columbia  to  Port  De- 
posite  is  35  miles,  20  miies  of  which  may  be  con- 
sidered as  tolerably  good  navigation,  either  in  as- 
cending ordecendifg. 

From  Turkey  Hill  to  Nelson’s  Falls,  near  Muddy 
Creek,  a distance  of  15  miles,  the  navigation  is  bad, 
and  it  is  here  that  the  principal  obstructions  exis  , 
the  removal  of  which  are  so  anxiously  desired. 

Your  committee  have  taken  considerable  pains 
to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  produce  which  has 
come  down  the  Susquehannah  for  several  years 
pas;;  they  have,  however,  only  been  able  to  procure 
an  estimate  of  what  has  come  down  from  last  spring 
to  December  past:  and  they  find  it  to  be  valued  at 
gl, 121, 250.  The  number  of  rafts  and  boats  that 
came  down  the  river  to  Port  Deposite,  during  the 
same  time,  was  925  rafts  of  lumber,  averaging 
25,000  feet  each,  and  535  arks  loaded  with  flour, 
wiskey,  pork,  &c. 

The  Susqtiehannah  canal,  commencing  at  the  Ma- 
ryland and  Pennsylvania  line,  and  ending  at  the  head 
of  tide  water,  is  now  completed  and  in  good  order 
for  the  p.assage  of  rafts.  It  appears  to  have  full 
supply  of  water  at  those  seasons  of  the  year  when 
the  river  is  not  high,  and  insures  a safe  passage  for 
all  produce  that  may  come  dov/ii  the  river  to  the 
mouth  ot  the  canal. 

It  is  certainly  of  great  importance  to  the  slate  of 
Maryland,  that  this  canal  should  be  kept  in  perfect 
condition,  and  that  the  proprietors  be  protected  in 
all  their  just  rights. 

The  committee  have  only  to  state,  in  conclusion 
on  this  subject,  that,  when  the  water  ofthe  Susque- 
hannah is  high,  b'.'ais  and  rafts  frequently  pass  to 
the  head  of  the  tide  water,  without  entering  the 
canal. 

The  committee  now  come  to  the  third  object  of 
internal  improvement,  to  which  they  are  desirous 
of  directing  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  that  is,j 


the  canal  to  unite  the  bays  of  Chesapeake  and  Dela- 
ware. 

In  the  year  1799,  the  legislature  of  Mandand  pas- 
sed a law,  which,  in  the  year  1801,  was  f ’llowed  by 
similar  lav.'a  on  the  part  of  the  legislatures  of  the 
states  of  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania,  incorporating 
a company,  with  a capital  stock  of  S4<j0,00u,  for  the 
purpose  of  opening  a canal  between  the  bays  of 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware.  In  pursuance  of  these 
laws,  subscriptions  were  received  for  nearly  the 
whole  amount  of  the  two  thousand  shares  at  §290 
each.  Surveys  v;ere  mad** — engineers  and  wo  k- 
men  employed — a route  selected  for  the  canal 
through  the  isthmus  which  separates  the  two  bays, 
and  some  material  progress  made  in  the  execution 
of  the  work  But,  unfortunately,  af  er  having  gone 
thus  far  in  the  execution  of  this  importamt  object, 
and  after  having  expended  upwards  of  §100,000 
in  the  purchase  of  water  rights,  and  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a feeder  and  reservoir,  the  work  was  sus- 
pended in  the  year  1803,  in  consequence  ofthe  non- 
payment of  the  suoscriptions — and  it  appeared, 
daily,  more  evident,  that  the  whole  amount  of  the 
capital  stock,  even  if  subscribed  for  and  collected, 
was  a sum  totally  inadequate  to  the  completion  of 
so  extensive  a work.  Ai  this  period  also,  the  ener- 
gy and  spirit  of  the  company  began  to  subside, 
unaided  as  it  was  by  further  support  and  encou- 
ragement, or  by  that  individual  enterprize  and  ac- 
tivity which  had  enabled  them,  up  to  that  period,  to 
continue  their  i>perations. 

By  connecting  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware,  the  contemplated  canal  will  throw  open 
an  internal  navigation  of  great  extent,  from  the 
north  west  part  of  the  state  of  New-York  to  the 
southern  extremities  of  the  state  of  Virginia. 

The  particular  advantages  which  the  state  of 
Maryland  would  derive  from  this  improvement, 
need  scarcely  be  detailed  by  the  committee.  They 
vvill  suggest  themselves  to  the  understanding  of 
every  reflecting  man.  In  a national  point  of  view, 
all  will  concur  in  the  opinion  of  its  importance,  and, 
looking  to  an  event  v.'hich  your  committee  is  by  no 
means  anxious  should  soon  occur,  but  which,  in  th  e 
opinion  of  the  committee,  may  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  take  place  at  some  distant  period,  it  may 
be  regarded  as  an  object  of  peculiar  interest,  as 
productive  of  the  means  of  national  defence,  afford- 
ing, as  it  no  doubt  will,  a facility  of  transportation 
of  troops,  ordnance  and  military  stores,  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  the  other,  the  want  of  which 
was  materially  felt  during  our  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

Beneficial,  as  it  certainly  will  be,  to  the  state  of 
Maryland,  the  committee  have  thought  it  proper 
to  direct  the  attention  of  the  legislature  towards 
it— but,  viewing  it  as  an  object  of  national  concern, 
and  not  alone  productive  of  local  advantage,  the 
committee  would  remark  that  it  is  a subject  to  wliich 
the  attention  of  the  national  legislature  should  be 
drawn. 

The  canal  begins  at  Welch  Point,  on  the  Elk  ri- 
ver, an  arm  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  is  to  terminate 
at  a distance  of  twenty -two  miles  on  Christiana  ri- 
ver, a branch  of  the  Delaware.  At  low  water,  the 
depth  of  water  in  Christiana  river  is  9 feet,  and  in 
Elk  river  12  feet,  within  100  feet  from  the  shore. — 
The  tide  rises  4 feet  in  both  rivers.  No  expensive 
aqueducts  or  bridges  are  to  be  made,  and  the  prin- 
cipal obstacles  have  been  already  overcome.  The 
supply  of  water,  drawn  from  Elk  river  by  a feed- 
er, which  is  now  completed  six  miles  in  lengthy 
and  three  aisd  ahalf  feet  in  depth,  and  which  is  itself 
a boat  canal,  united  by  a lock  of  ten  feet  high  to  the 
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main  canal,  is  calculated  to  fill  daily  one  hundred 
and  forty  locks,  a quantity  sufficient,  on  an  average, 
for  the  daily  passage  of  24  vessels.  The  canal  is 
26  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  and  50  feet  at  the  wa- 
ter’s edge.  It  is  i»'tended  for  vessels  of  from  40  to 
70  tons,  drawing?^  feet— The  banks  being  intend- 
ed for  towing  paths,  are  20  feet  wide,  one  of  which 
may  be  converted  into  a turnpike  road,  being  rais 
ed  three  feet  above  the  level  of  the  water,  and  will, 
by  increasing  the  height  of  the  lock  gates  one  foot, 
admit  a d pth  of  9 feet  water  in  the  canal.  The  ex- 
pense of  digging  one  mile  through  rocky  ground 
was  15.000  dollars,  and  that  of  digging  the  same 
distance  through  a level  country,  free  from  obs  ruc- 
tions, 2300  dollars,  which  gives  an  average  of  7650 
dollars  per  mile.  The  whole  length  of  the  canal  is 
about  22  miles,  and  the  whole  cost  is  computed  to 
be  about  850.000  dollars.  These  estimates  were 
made  at  a time  when  labor  was  comparatively  high 
—it  is  presumed  they  would  be  much  less  at  the 
present  time. 

This  information  of  facts  the  committee  have 
thought  proper  to  furnish,  in  order  to  enable  the 
legislature  to  form  a correct  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
je«t. 

The  fourth  and  last  object  to  which  the  commit- 
tee  have  directed  their  attention,  and  which  they 
have  thought  it  proper  to  direct  the  consideration 
of  the  legislature,  is  the  making  of  a turnpike  road 
from  Uoonsboro’  to  Hagerstown,  to  join  the  great 
nation  tl  road  leading  from  thelatter  place  to  Wheel- 
ing, in  the  state  of  Virginia.  Upon  this  subject  the 
committee  would  remark,  that  this  important  ob- 
ject is  now  likely  to  be  accomplished,  in  conform! 
ty  with  the  law  passed  at  the  present  session,  and 
which  your  committee  trusts  will  be  caried  into 
full  and  complete  effect. 

By  order, 

TllOS.  W.  LOG IvE UMAX,  com.  elk. 


Navigation  of  the  Roanoke. 

Report  of  the  superintendents  and  board  of  directors 
of  the  KOANOKE  NAVIGATION  COMPANr. 

To  the  directors  of  the  Roanoke  navigation  company: 

Gentlemen,— The  undersigned,  superintendents 
of  the  Roanoke  navigation  company,  respectfully 
report,  that  the  v/orks,  from  the  entrance  of  the 
canal  to  the  site  for  the  locks,  compri.sing  a distance 
of  about  4 miles,  are  completed,  with  the  excep- 
%ion  of  the  guard  lock.  On  the  lower  line  of  the 
canal,  there  remains  to  be  cut  about  one  thousand 
yards  between  the  locks  and  the  road  leading  to 
.Moore’s  ferry.  This  ground  is  considered  favor-' 
able,  and  can  be  finished  by  the  laborers  at  present 
in  the  employment  of  the  company  by  Christmas. — 
It  would  have  been  completed  by  this  time,  had 
they  not  been  interrupted  in  their  p rogress  by  be- 
ing taken  off' to  repair  several  breaks  which  occur- 
red during  the  last  year  on  the  upper  line  of  the 
Canal  and  in  making  other  necessary  repairs. 

Messrs.  D.ivis  and  Palmer,  have  been  employed 
to  cut  from  the  road  leading  from  Moore’s  ferry  to 
Hudson’s  mill,  a distance  of  4,527  yards,  which  they 
are  bound  to  complete  by  the  first  day  of  xMarch 
next.  From  their  habits  of  uncommon  industr) 
and  good  management,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  ex- 
pressing it  as  our  opinion,  that  they  will  finish  the 
work  within  the  time,  limited;  the  whole  of  the  dis- 
tance being  already  opened,  except  7l3yarus.  The 
remaining  cutting  to  be  executed  is  from  Hudson’s 
mill  to  Weldon,  about  1,600  yards.  The  ground 


along  this  route  is  of  easy  excavation,  and  we  enter- 
tain no  doubt  of  being  able  to  finish  it  in  all  the 
month  of  April  next. 

The  stone  work  remaining  to  be  executed,  con- 
sists of  the  locks,  tlie  aqueduct  over  Chockaot,  and 
two  small  w.xstes.  Mr.  Houston,  (the  contractor),  is 
now  moving  the  stone  for  the  locks  from  the  quar- 
ry to  the  site  where  they  are  to  be  constructed  — 
The  lock  pits  are  opened,  and  a large  quantity  of 
materials  for  building  have  been  collected  toge- 
ther at  the  spot.  He  states,  that,  in  a few  days,  he 
will  commence  laying  down  the  stone,  and  will  fi- 
nish the  work  by  the  first  of  April  next.  The  un- 
fortunate breaches  in  the  canal,  before  adverted  to, 
have  interrupted  him  in  the  transportation  of  the 
stone,  and  thereby  retarded  the  progress  on  the 
locks,  otherwise  one  of  the  chambers,  at  least,  could 
have  been  completed  by  this  lime. 

A contract  was  made,  during  the  summer,  with 
Messrs.  M’Queen  and  IJonnelly,  for  getting  out  the 
arch  stones  for  the  aqueduct;  but  they  failed  to  ex- 
ecute their  agreement,  and  we  have  still  to  find 
persons  to  undertake  the  work.  If  we  can  get  ihe 
arch  stones,  and  such  as  are  necessary  for  the  ashlar 
work,  prepared  by  contract,  we  contemplate  doing 
the  greater  part  of  the  residue  of  the  aqueduct 
with  the  laborers  belonging  to  the  company. 

It  has  been  before  mentioned,  that  the  guard  lock 
is  not  yet  built.  A principal  reason  why  it  has  not 
been  constructed  before  this  time,  is  a belief  on  our 
part,  that  the  place  contemplated  for  its  location  is 
not  the  most  eligible;  and  we  could  not,  during  the 
recess  of  the  board,  alter  it,  without  the  sanction 
of  the  engineer  of  North  Carolina  or  Virginia;  nei- 
ther of  whom  have  we  been  able  to  see  since  the  last 
meeting.  As  the  proper  location  of  this  lock  is  of 
considerable  importance,  we  would  gladly  avail 
ourselves  of  the  assistance  of  the  board  in  deciding 
this  question. 

The  expenditures  on  the  canal,  including  pay- 
merits  to  contractors,  during  the  last  year,  have 
amounted  to  §34, 637  68 

Which  sum,  added  to  former  expendi- 
tures, to  wit:  186,097  10 

Makes  the  total  sum  expended  to  the 

present  time,  §220,734  78 

In  estimating  the  sum  necessary  to  complete  the 
canal,  from  its  commencement  to  its  termination 
at  Weldon,  we  consider  it  a matter  of  sincere  con- 
gratulation, and  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  highly  gra- 
tifyingto  all  interested,  to  be  informed  that  it  is  now 
reduced  to  a certainty  that  one  more  requisition, 
of  very  moderate  amount,  on  the  stockholders,  will 
be  abundantly  sufficient  to  defray  every  expense  in 
completing  this  important  work. 

(Signed)  CADR.  JONES, 

A.  JOVNER. 

Rock  landing,  Nov.  10,  1821. 

To  the  stockholders  of  theRoanoke  navigation  company. 

Gentlemen  —The  provisions  of  our  charter  re* 
quire  that  we  should  make  an  annual  report  to  you 
of  the  aff’airs  of  the  company.  In  performing  this 
duty  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  in  being  enabled  to 
state,  that  they  have  never  been  in  a more  prosper- 
ous situational  any  time  than  at  the  present.  The 
important  work  in  this  neighborhood,  which  has 
engaged  us  so  long,  is  drrtwing  to  a close.  In  the 
muntu  oi  June  next,  we  confidently  hope  to  see  Its 
termination;  our  arrangements  are  made  with  that 
viev/,  and  we  see  no  reason  to  doubt  of  success. 

From  the  report  of  the  superintendents,  it  will 
be  .seen  that  3,313  yards  of  plain  cutting,  the  lay* 
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ing  of  the  locks,  the  building  of  the  aqueduct  over 
Chockoat.  and  some  waste  wiers,  is  all  that  remains 
to  be  done  on  the  whole  line  of  the  canal. 

The  value  of  this  work,  inclusive  of  what  may  be 
due  on  outstanding  accounts,  is  estimated  at 

^43,550  00 

To  meet  this  we  have  in  the 
treasury,  14,172  99 

Due  from  delinquents,  19  830  36 

Due  on  bonds  for  negroes  sold,  2,487  50 
Other  debts,  2,343  84 

38,834  70 


Which  leaves,  to  be  raised  by  a new  re- 
quisition, S4j7l5  30 

For  information  relative  to  the  past  year,  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  superinten- 
dents, to  our  book,  accounts  and  vouchers  which 
are  herewith  laid  before  you.  The  treasury  books 
will  shew  there  has 

Been  received  up  to  this  time  on  65  per  cent,  of 
stock  and  interest  called  for,  ^234,908  00 

There  has  been  expended,  220,734  78 

Arid  that  there  is  a balance  of  S14;172  78 

Of  the  sum  expended,  188,339  dollars  and  34 
cents  have  been  applied  to  this  canal,  the  sluicing 
of  the  Dan  and  Staunton,  and  to  the  canal  at  Danville, 
and  32,345  dollars  and  67  cents  to  the  purchase  of 
negroes;  38  of  whom  are  still  owned  by  the  com- 
pany. The  vicinity  of  several  well  established  mar- 
ket towns  on  James  river,  offers  so  many  induce- 
ments to  the  planters  on  the  waters  of  the  Roanoke 
to  carry  their  trade  in  that  dii'ection,  that  it  ren- 
ders it  the  imperious  duty  of  this  company  to  make 
the  navigation  of  this  river  the  best  possible,  if  we 
hope  to  draw  their  produce  this  way.  The  present 
state  of  the  river  above  this,  although  it  has  been 
used  several  years  with  great  advantage  to  the  peo- 
ple residing  on  it,  is  far  from  being  a good  naviga- 
tion, though  it  is  said  to  be  better  than  what  the 
James  river  affords  at  present;  we  purpose,  there- 
fore, as  soon  as  our  works  shall  have  been  finished 
here, to  commence  operations  above,  with  the  deter- 
mination to  make  a good  slack  water  navigation 
from  these  falls  to  Danville,  on  the  Dan,  and  to  the 
Long  Island  shoals,  on  the  Staunton,  not  relinquish- 
ing the  expectation  of  extending  the  same,  in  due 
time,  to  a much  greater  distance  on  both  rivers. 
The  funds  we  shall  have  for  this  object,  is  our  ne- 
groes, the  labor  of  whom  will  avail  much,  and  the 
residue  of  stock  not  called  for — say  35  per  cent,  on 
390,650  dollars. 

There  is  nothing  other  than  the  usual  business  of 
the  general  meeting,  viz.  the  examination  of  our  ac- 
counts, and  the  election  of  the  officers  of  the  com- 
pany, to  engage  their  attention,  unless  it  is  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  state  of  North  Carolina  has  not 
yet  subscribed  the  550  shares  reserved  to  her,  nor 
Selinquished  the  right  to  do  so. 

Cad*r.  Jones,  president, 
DIRECTORS. 

Haton  Pughi  James  BrucCt 

Richard  Apperson,  JJavid  Clark^ 

Samuel  Pannelly  Wm,  E.  Broadnax, 

Rock  Landing,  Nov.  12,  1821. 


Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  roads  and  inland  naviga’ 
tion.  Reuse  of  representativesy  Jan.  12,  1822. 
Mr.  Lehman,  from  the  committeej  on  roads  and 
inland  navigation,  to  whom  were  referred  a resolu- 


tion relative  to  a board  of  commissioners,  respect- 
fully report; 

That  the  establishment  of  a board  of  commis- 
sioners, for  the  purpose  of  collecting  useful  facts  in 
relation  to  the  best  method  of  facilitating  and 
cheapening  transportation,  has  for  many  years  been 
considerd  as  an  imperious  duty  incumbent  upon  the 
legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

After  the  most  mature  deliberation,  your  commit- 
tee must  declare  their  conviction  that  nothing  ap- 
pears better  adapted  to  assist  the  internal  improve- 
ment of  the  state,  which,  next  to  a wise  system  of 
education,  is  most  conducive  to  the  highest  and 
most  lasting  interests  of  society. 

It  would  be  a work  of  supererogation  to  descant 
upon  the  advantages  of  inland  commerce:  is  vivi- 
fying  influence  upon  manufactures  and  agriculture 
is  now  universally  acknowledged,  and  the  experi- 
ence of  all  civilized  and  flourishing  states  proves 
that  easy  and  cheap  conveyances  must  be  the  har- 
binger of  an  extended  home  trade. 

Besides  the  incentives  to  make  improvements, 
which  Pennsylvania  has  in  common  with  all  other 
states,  her  peculiar  situation,  surrounded  by  vigilant 
and  powerful  neighbors  and  rivals,  makes  it  not 
only  expedient  but  absolutely  essential  to  her  fu- 
ture prosperity  and  grandeur,  to  apply  the  power 
of  the  whole  community  in  order  to  preserve  and 
augment  the  channels  of  trade.  Without  an  extra- 
ordinary energy,  this  great  state  will  be  diverted 
from  the  path  of  true  interest,  of  duty  and  honor; 
she  will  be  arrested  in  her  career  of  prosperity — 
the  fond  hopes  of  her  illustrious  founder— the  hopes 
of  her  Franklin  and  other  patriots  be  blasted,  and 
the  glory  of  Pennsylvania  be  bent  down  under  the 
withering  influence  of  supineness  or  parsimony. 

To  further  the  great  object  of  improvement,  your 
Committee  now  report  a bill  providing  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a board  of  commissioners,  to  consist 
of  three  or  five  active,  patriotic  and  intelligent  men. 
This  board,  which  will  be  subject,  at  all  times,  to 
the  control  of  the  legislature,  and  bound  to  dis- 
charge whatever  duties  may  be  prescribed,  em- 
ployed throughout  the  year  on  subjects  relating  to 
the  development  and  application  of  the  resources 
of  the  state,  might,  in  the  early  part  of  the  session 
of  the  legislature,  make  known  all  the  wants  of  the 
people,  in  relation  to  roads,  bridges  and  canals,  or 
river  navigation,  designate  the  objects  of  the  great- 
est importance,  suggest  methods  of  economizing 
the  public  money,  and  free  from  that  turmoil  excit- 
ed in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  ligislature, 
by  the  consideration  and  discussion  of  a variety  of 
interesting  questions;  might  contract  their  thoughts 
to  this  great  object,  and  not  only  furnish,  in  the 
early  part  of  the  session,  a well  prepared  and  pro- 
perly digested  view  of  the  state  of  the  roads,  bridges 
and  water  courses  of  the  state,  but  suggest  the 
most  feasible  economical  methods  of  making  new 
improvements,  and  present  a view  of  the  internal 
improvements  of  other  states,  and  more  particular- 
ly those  which  have  a tendency  to  divert  the  trade 
and  absorb  the  wealth  of  Pennsylvania.  The  value 
of  this  part  of  the  duty  of  the  board  must  be  obvi- 
ous to  those  who  reflect  that  the  members  of  the 
legslature,  however  enlightened  they  may  be  upon 
general  subjects,  are  obliged  to  consider  matters 
relating  to  internal  improvement,  upon  information 
informally  collected  and  drawn  from  interested 
sources,  and  to  permit  a great  part  of  the  session  to 
pass  away  before  they  can  comprehend,  (unless,  in- 
deed,  they  employ  great  labor  and  research),  what 
the  true  policy  of  the  state  dictates  in  relation  to 
its  improvement. 
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The  committee  having’  mentioned  the  general  oh- 
yectofthe  bill,  will  now  proceed  to  state  the 
immediate  reason  by  which  they  are  induced  to 
submit  it  totbe  consideration  of  the  house. 

It  is  well  known  to  those  who  are  conversant 
with  the  history  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  most 
pitriouc  and  enlightened  men,  who  have  distin- 
guished themselves  in  the  councils  of  the  stae, 
perceiving  that  every  wise  nation  avails  itself  )fthe 
benefits  of  cheap  transportation,  have  felt  and  ex- 
pressed there  lively  sense  of  the  important  udv  iii 
tages  which  must  ccrue  to  the  state  by  liaving  water 
c-nveyahce,  as  ’.veil  as  roads,  extending,  if  practica- 
ble, in  every  direcuon,  and  particularly  fr>)m  the 
shores  of  the  Del  iwareto  the  Ohio  and  of  lake  Erie 

The  real  friends  of  Pennsylvania,  who  feel  an 
anxious  solicitude  for  her  welfare  and  grandeur, 
however  widely  they  may  diff  er  upon  some  interest  - 
ing  ques’ions,  unite  in  regretting  that  so  little 
progress  has  been  made  towards  the  completion  of 
this  great  work. 

To  hose  who  feel  inclined  to  adopt  effectual 
means  of  creating  a water  conveyance  throughout 
Pennsylvania,  the  questions  tliat  naturally  present 
themselves  are; 

1st.  Is  it  practicable? 

2d.  What  would  be  the  expense? 

3d.  Are  the  funds  of  the  government  adequate 
to  the  expense,  or  if  not,  would  it  be  expedient 
to  borrow  money,  or  to,  adopt  a system  of  taxa- 
tion which  would  raise  the  necessary  supplies? 

However  wonderful  the  fact,  and  although  nearly 
40  years  have  elapsed  since  the  independence  of 
the  country,  and  as  early  as  February,  1789,  the  su- 
preme executive  council  of  the  state  reco. amended 
the  adoption  of  a general  system  of  inland  naviga- 
tion, and,  in  March  of  tlie  same  year,  a committee 
of  the  legislature  recommended  the  same  obj«-ct; 
it  does  not  appear  to  your  committee  that  the  ques 
lions  can  be  answered  with  precision  and  true  cer- 
tainty by  any  of  our  citizens  either  in  or  out  of  of- 
fice. It  15  true  that  Pennsylvania  was  die  first 
among  the  states  to  construct  a turnpike  road,  vie- 
ing  in  solidi-;y  and  durableness  with  vhe  Itoroun 


rail  roads,  as  is  done  injmaDy  parts  of  Europe. — 
I'hese  fads  must  be  ascerv  ined  with  accur  cy  be.- 
fore  the  legislature  can  be  c.'impeient  to  flecide  up- 
on  the  important  questions  either  ofpractibility  or 
expense,  so  interes'ing  to  all  who  are  anxious  to 
maintain  the  present  r;  nk  of  Pu  nsvlvania,  or  to 
restore  her  to  her  former  proud  station  in  the  “VS- 
tern  of  the  confederacy.  'I  bis  is  the  only  way  in 
which  a propor  knowledge  can  he  Hcquirtd  for  the 
formation  of  a general  plan  It  is  already  ascer- 
tained that  Pennsylvania  has  the  shortest  portages 
of  land  carriage  from  the  navigable  brai'ches  of  the 
eastern  and  western  rivers:  that  she  ulfords  wliat  < 
may  be  called  the  natural  channels  through  which 
flows  ihe  trade  from  the  most  populous  and  flourish, 
ing  States  of  the  west:  that,  from  the  characters  of 
her  rivers,  if  they  were  united  by  canals,  the  same 
boat  woul  1 answer  for  the  whole  rout,  and  no  un- 
lading or  w’arehousing  would  be  necesssary,  and 
convenient  opportunity  of  pilfering  be  given.  1 is 
to  preserve  the  benefits  of  this  great  and  increas- 
ing inland  trade,  “whic‘-  finds  work  tor  the  poor, 
and  ad,ds  wealth  to  rich,”  which  fosters  every 
br.'inch  of  industry—  agriculture,  manufactures,  to- 
reign  commerce,  and  the  fine  arts:  it  is  to  preserve 
this  main  source  of  our  comfort,  cur  prosperity, 
and  our  strength,  that  your  committee  have  made 
provision  in  the  bill  for  those  actual  surveys  and  ex* 
aminations,  without  which  no  coirect  conclusion 
can  ever  be  drawn.  * 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  laudable 
efforts  of  Intelligent  and  powerful  rivals  cannot  be 
.00  frequently  presented  to  the  view  of  the  legisla- 
ture. Oil  both  sides  of  this  state  efforts  are  mak- 
ing to  draw  into  other  channels  our  trade  and  our 
wealth. — The  canal  which  is  nearly  completed  in 
New-York,-  and  the  wliole  expense  of  which  is  de- 
frayed  out  of  the  state  treasury,  will  enable  that 
state  to  convey  commodities  between  a sea  port  and 
the  great  western  states,  at  about  the  fourth  part 
of  the  present  cost  through  Pennsylvania.  The 
na  ional  road,  which  is  free  of  toll,  and  the  noble 
efforts  of  Virginia,  to  make  improvements,  (and 
who  employs  the  agency  of  a board,  similar  to  that 
highways:  Peniisylvania  was  the  first  to  employ  a contemplated  by  this  bill),  will  enable  those  states 


skilful  engineer,  and  to  expend  large  funds  in  at- 
tempting to  construct  an  artificial  canal.  It  is  true 
that  estimates  have  been  made  of  the  probable  ex- 
pense of  making  the  Schuylkill  navigable  and  of 
connecting  that  river  with  the  Susquehannah  by  a 
Canal;  and  the  patriotic  tieart  is  gladdened  by  the 
reasonable  prospect  which  is  now  afforded,  of  the 
speedy  completion  of  those  great  links  in  the  chain 
of  water  communication.'  But  to  what  official  re- 
port, or  to  what  document  of  any  description  can 
we  refer,  to  ascertain  the  practibility  or  probable 
expanse  of  connecting  Lancaster,  York  and  Chester 
counties  with  the  metropolis  of  the  state  by  means 
of  a canal— or  of  making  a complete  slack  water 
navigation  upon  such  parts  of  the  Susquehannah 
and  the  Oiiio  and  their  branches  as  may  torni  links 
of  a chain  of  inland  navigaaon  througliout  the  state; 
where  can  we  look  for  informatioiv  respecting  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  and  the  exact  distance  be 
tween  such  natural  streams  as  may  be  navigable 
the  rise  and  fall  upon  the  rivers  as  well  as  upor 
the  intervening  ground,  or  the  number  or  locks 
which  may  be  necessary  fo  ascend  and  descend  with 
boats:  liie  quantify  of  water  which  is  furnished  by 
the  natural  springs  and  rivulets  upon  the  summit 
levels,  and  whether  it  is  adequate  to  passing  the 
number  of  boats  which  the  trade  may  require,  ar.d 
if  that  quantum  of  water  is  not  sufficient,  whether 
it  is  expedient  to  raise  it  by  machinery,  or  to  use  1 
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to  transport  commodities  cheaper  than  is  now  done 
by  us.  These  facts,  whicii  your  committee  consi- 
der as  incontrovertible,  must  necessarily  rouse  the 
energy  of  those  who  have  at  heart  the  future  wel- 
fare of  the  state,  and  must  satisfy  all  minds,  free 
from  prejudice,  that,  without  a complete  water  con- 
veyance from  the  eastern  to  the  western  limits  of  the 
state,  or  at  least  an  improvement  as  respects  an  as- 
cending and  descending  navigation  of  our  rivers, 
and  the  connection  of  their  head  waters  by  canals 
or  good  roads,  or  rail  ways,  if  canals  should  be 
found  impracticable:  that,  unless  efficient  and 
prompt  means  are  adopted  to  promote  these  im- 
pori.ant  ends,  Pennsylvania  will  soon  have  “fallen 
from  her  liigh  estate,”  she  wiii  be  “as  a beam  that 
/ios  shone,”  and  her  more  circumspect  neighbors 
will  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  vast  advantages 
w’hich  the  rapid  growth  in  wealth  and  population 
of  the  western  country,  is  calculated  to  confer. 

With  respect  to  the  money  necessary  to  carrj- 
into  execution  the  objects  oi  tliis  bill,  jour  commit- 
lee  will  only  observe,  that  the  expense  cannot  ex- 
ceed a few  thousand  dollars  before  the  meeting  of 
the  next  legislature,  when  the  whole  system  can  be 
modified  or  entirely  relinquislied,  if,  by  any  futility, 
the  beneficial  course  pursued  by  Virginia,  South 
C’^rolina,  New  York,  and  other  stat-s,  snould  nc/l 
I answer  the  same  useful  purpose  in  Pennsylvania. 

I Ycur  committee  will  conclude  by  unpioring  the 
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legislators  of  a slate,  so  highly  favored  by  the  God 
of  nature,  not  to  allow  an  ill-judged  economy  or  an 
illiberal  parsimony,  to  prevent  the  acquisition  of 
those  important  facts,  so  necessary  to  form  correct 
and  scientific  plans  for  extending  our  great  state 
improvement,  without  which  our  noble  rivers  con- 
fer but  liule  benefit,  and,  as  respects  many  millions 
of  acres  in  Pennsylvania,  the  genial  showers  and 
quickening  heat  of  heaven  are  los\,  while,  by  the 
aid  of  sued  improvements,  the  mineral  will  be  dug 
from  the  earth,  the  stately  forest  will  be  applied  to 
its  Hse,  the  improved  parts  of  the  state  will  flou- 
rish, old  manufactures  will  be  sustained,  and  new 
ones  established,  and  the  land  which  is  now  deso- 
late w'ill  “swell  with  the  future  harvest.”  Then 
will  fertility  and  abundance,  and  joy,  be  spread 
over  the  whole  state,  and  all  the  parts  be  held  to- 
gether by  strong  ties  of  interest  and  affection;  then 
will  Pennsylvania  not  only  maintain  her  present 
rank  as  an  agricultural,  a manufacturing  and  a com- 
mercial state,  but  rapidly  increase  in  beauty,  in  po- 
pulousness, in  riches  and  in  strength. 

REPORT  ON  A FREE  ROAD. 

. Mr.  Lehman,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
inland  navigation,  to  whom  were  referred  some  pe- 
titions relative  to  a free  road  between  Philadelphia 
and  Pittsburg,  respectfully  report: 

That  the  reduc'ion  or  extinguishment  of  tolls 
upon  the  great  road  extending  from  the  Delaware 
to  the  Ohio,  has  at  all  times  been  a highly  desirable 
object,  and,  since  the  completion  of  the  national 
road  from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling,  has  become, 
in  a great  degree,  necessary  to  the  preservation  of 
the  great  and  increasing  trade  which  Pennsylvania 
heretofore  enjoyed  with  the  western  slates.  In  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  it  should  be  a fundar 
mental  maxim  of  our  policy,  to  make  the  carriage 
of  commodities  as  easy  and  as  cheap  through  Penn- 
sylvania as  through  any  other  state,  and  an  auxilia- 
ry step  tow’ards  the  accomplishment  of  this  great 
object,  is  an  exemption  from  tolls.  It  would  ap- 
pear, however,  that  regular  and  authentic  informa- 
tion should  properly  precede  any  legislative  enact- 
ment upon  this  subject;  they  therefore  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  bill  annexed  to  this  report, 
which  makes  provision  for  ascertaining  the  amount 
of  stock  held  either  by  individuals  or  the  state,  in 
the  different  turnpike  companies  between  Philadel- 
phia and  Pittsburg,  and  also  the  terms  upon  which 
waggons,  with  wheels  of  different  widths,  used  for 
the  transportation  of  commodities,  may  pass  toll 
free. 


Legislature  of  Georgia. 

JttpoTt  of  the  committee  on  education  and  free  schools. 

The  committee  on  public  education  and  free 
schools,  to  whom  was  referred  a portion  of  the 
governor’s  message,  and  various  communications 
from  county  academies,  have  found  themselves  en- 
gaged in  the  investigation  of  a subject  of  the  first 
magnitude,  involving  the  best  interests  of  indivi- 
duals, and  the  highest  destinies  of  the  republic. 
In  a government  like  ours,  which  derives  its  moving 
impulse  and  its  sustaining  and  restrictive  energies 
from  public  opinion,  in  all  its  process  through  after 
lime,  it  is  impossible  not  to  see,  and  seeing,  not  to 
feel,  that  public  measures  are  to  be  conducted  by 
enlightened  wisdom,  or  abandoned  to  the  profound- 
est  error. — These  principles,  too  obvious  and  im- 
portant ever  to  have  been  overlooked,  and  perhaps 
too  trite  to  need  remark,  naturally  presented  them- 


selves to  the  minds  of  those  who  shaped  the  out- 
line of  our  system  of  government.— Our  statute 
hook  bears  testimony,  that,  for  forty  years,  the  sub- 
ject of  education  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
legislature.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  a work 
of  such  magnitude  could  be  accomplished  in  a dav, 
even  under  the  most  favorable  auspices — bu%  inde- 
pendently of  inherent  difficulties,  Georgia  has  been 
embarrassed  and  retarded  by  obstacles  peculiar  to 
herself.  But,  instead  of  repining  lh^^t  we  have  done 
no  more,  may  we  not  find  cause  of  congratulation 
that  we  have  done  so  much.  The  original  endow- 
ment  of  a principal  seminary  and  of  subordinate 
branches,  consisting  of  county  academies,  was  a 
scheme,  splendid  in  theory,  and  refecting  lasting 
honor  on  the  state.  If  the  enlarged  and  profound 
policy  in  which  these  measures  originated,  has  not 
been  carried  fully  into  effect — if  the  patriotic 
views  of  its  authors  have  not  been  completely  re- 
alized, it  will  be  seen  that  much,  very  much,  has 
been  accomplished,  and  that  the  deficiency  is  to 
be  ascribed,  in  part,  to  that  imperfection  which  is 
the  common  lot  of  all  human  contrivances,  and,  in 
part,  to  adventitious  events,  which  could  not  be 
foreseen  or  controlled.  Of  the  academies  thus  ori- 
ginally, but  imperfectly  endowed,  by  a thousand 
pounds  each,  in  confiscated  property,  it  is  found 
that  a very  large  majority  are  without  funds. 
This  has  proceeded,  in  some  instances,  from  the 
appearance  of  better  titles  ro  the  lands  so  granted 
in  endowment,  and,  in  others,  from  the  expenditure 
of  the  fund  in  the  erection  of  buildings  which  have 
gone  into  decay  for  want  of  exertion  and  patronage; 
and,  in  others  again,  from  the  scarceness  of  the 
surrounding  population.-^Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  has  been  a result  of  mere  moral  neces- 
sity, that,  while  a few  have  prospered,  the  larger 
number  have  ceased  to  be  useful.  This,  now,  is 
the  least  promising  part  of  our  system  of  instruc- 
tion. But  who  shall  say  that  even  from  this,  great 
benefits  have  not  resulted  to  the  people  of  this 
state — who  shall  say  that  these  academies,  though 
they  may  now  be  practically  inoperative,  have  not 
been  tributary  to  the  counsels  of  the  country,  and 
assisted  In  kindling  the  flame  by  the  light  of  which 
we  are  marching  to  high  and  commanding  destinies. 
A deep  sense  of  the  necessity  of  education  per- 
vades the  whole  state.  Speculative  curiosity  may 
enquire  further  into  the  causes,  if  she  will — The 
fact  stands  confessed,  and  offers  gratulations  to  the 
mind  of  every  statesman,  and  the  heart  of  every 
patriot.  Sure  of  her  gains,  learning  must  now  in- 
crease her  stock,  and,  being  no  longer  liable  to  in- 
terruption,  her  advances  must  be  progressive. 
The  difficulties  and  delays  which  have  been  hereto- 
fore encountered,  are  retiring  before  the  new  and 
encreasing  resources  of  the  country,  and  the  invi- 
gorated  influences  of  liberality  and  patriotism. — 
The  great  work  was  commenced  in  tlie  year  1817, 
by  the  appropriation  of  the  sum  of  §250, 000  for  the 
encouragement  and  support  of  free  schools.  This 
is  the  corner  stone  of  an  edifice,  which  the  people 
by  their  representa  ives,  will  hereafter  finish. 

In  examining  the  means  which  may  be  made  sub- 
servient to  the  purposes  of  education,  your  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion  that,  at  the  present,  they  are  not 
sufficient  to  carry  into  operation  a regular  system 
of  schools. 

To  provide  for  the  enlargement  of  those  means, 
and  to  bring  them  into  due  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber and  necessities  of  the  population  they  are  in- 
tended to  benefit,  will  be  all  that  can,  or  ought  to 
be  attempted.  Tlie  original  appropriation  was  di- 
rected to  be  vested  in  safe  and  profitable  stock. 
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An  investment  of  5553,000  has  been  made  in  stock 
of  the  bank  of  AugasU,  and  of  S 100,000  in  stock 
of  the  bank  of  Darien.  These  investments  have 
yielded  an  interest  of  §33.036  66;  so  that  this 
fund  may  be  now  estimated  at  §283  066  66. 

That  this  may  be  advanced  to  the  sum  of  500,000 
dollars  is  a measure  which  your  committee  most 
earnestly  recommend. 

They  are  the  more  importunate,  believing  as  th'>\ 
do,  that  the  means  are  already  within  legislative 
control,  sufficient  for  the  cffrctuation  of  so  impon- 
ant  an  object.  Uut,  for  the  greater  certr.inty  in  this 
regard,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  furnish  the 
estimates  from  which  their  conclusions  have  been 
drawn. 

The  fractions  in  the  late  acquired  territory,  at  a 
a seasonable  estimate  of  quantity,  will  amount  to 

70.000  acres,  and,  upon  a like  estimation  of  value, 
will  yield  §25j,000  The  Fort  HiW'kins’  reserves 
are  estimated  at  20,000  acres,  and  at  §200,000  The 
fractions  directed  to  be  sold  by  act  of  the  last  an- 
nual session  (including  the  amount  of  sales  at  Jef- 
ferson) are  rated  at  §100,000.  Lots  10  and  100, 
received  for  purposes  of  education,  are  rated  at 

20.000  dolLrs,  and  land  which  may  be  disposed  of 
at  the  Milledgeville  reserve,  at  20,000  dollars. 
Your  committee  are  aware,  that  the  fund  for  the  in- 
ternal improvement  of  this  state,  maintains  a claim 
upon  a portion  of  these  resources,  which  cannot, 
and  ought  not  to  be  resisted.  Your  committee 
will  not  attempt  to  resist  it.  On  the  contrary  (al- 
though not  entirely  witi.in  their  province),  they  r;- 
conimend  the  advancement  of  this  fund  also  to  the 
sum  of  500,000  dollars.  Insisting,  then,  for  the 
purposes  of  education,  upon  but  the  one  half  of  the 
fraction  fund,  the  one  half  of  the  Fort  Hawkins  and 
Milledgeville  reserves,  and  upon  the  whole  of  the 
reserved  lots,  your  committee  fill  up  their  contem- 
plated appropriation  and  furnish  an  excess  of  eighty- 
eight  thousand  dollars.  With  this  excess  your  com- 
mittee propose  to  commence  the  regular  endow- 
ment of  county  academies.  Many  of  these  have 
not,  as  yet,  received  the  imperfect  aid  which  was 
derived  by  some  from  the  appropriation  of  conns 
cated  property.  Your  committee  consider  it  pro- 
per that  the  most  destitute  should  be  first  pro- 
vided for,  but  that  every  exertion  and  every  re- 
source should  be  directed  to  the  suitable  endow- 
ment and  aid  of  all  academies^  dispensing  their 
benefits  within  our  borders,  whether  they  be  incor- 
porated or  not. 

When  the  means  herein  before  adverted  to  shall 
be  realized,  and  the  original  appropriation  advanc- 
ed to  the  sum  of  an  half  million  of  dollars,  the  fund 
will,  in  its  character  and  object,  be  measurably 
changed.  Instead  of  being  directed  exclusively  to 
the  support  and  encouragement  of  free  schools,  it 
will  embrace  the  encouragement  of  every  institu- 
tion within  the  slate,  which  names  the  name  of  lite- 
rature. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  advance  the 
school  fund  to  the  sum  of  500,000  dollars,  and  tnat 
the  means  and  resources  herein  before  adverted 
to,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  set  apart  and  directed 
to  be  applied  to  Uiat  purpose. 

December,  1821. 

Dickinson  College. 

Address  delivered  at  the  organization  of  the  faculty 

of  Dickinson  college,  at  Carlisle,  Penn.  January 

15th,  1822,  bv  J.  M.  Mason,  1).  D^  princlnal. 


Gentlemen,  of  the  trustees,  and  respected  auditors, 

I address  you  this  day  under  circumstances  of  pe- 
culiar delicacy  and  difficulty.  Dickinson  c dlege, 
which  had  long  languished,  and  at  last  expired,  is 
about  being  revived  again  It  cornports  with  nei- 
ther my  inclination  nor  design,  to  institute  insidious 
inquiries  into  the  causes  of  its  former  failure.  With 
great  and  good  men  you  were  favored  in  more  aus- 
picious times.  For  depth  of  learning,  for  accuracy 
of  information,  f >r  splendour  of  w^it,  the  name  of  Dr. 
Nesbit  will  long  be  remembered:  and  the' memory 
ofliis  successors,  who  followed  him,  although,  it 
must  be  confessed,  haud  passibus  aquis,  w'ill  be  re- 
verenced and  revered  while  piety  is  honored  in  Car- 
lisle. 

Many  causes  conspire  to  elevate  and  depress  se. 
minaries  of  learning,  without  great  personal  merit 
on  the  one  hand  or  personal  demerit  on  the  other. 
Over  the  vicissitudes  which  have  happened  to  this 
one,  it  would  answer  no  good  purpose  to  dwell; 
and  it  would  savor  too  much  of  a vanity,  which 
would  but  ill  become  those  who  are  now  entrusted 
with  its  management,  to  make  boastful  professions, 
and  encourage  high  expectations  of  its  futre  pro- 
gress. 'Their  labors  have  already  been  too  highly 
appreciated;  their  powers  have,  perhaps,  been  too 
much  applauded.  The  country  has  been  taught  to 
expect  more  from  them  than  their  talents  and  indus- 
try shall,  probably,  be  found  to  justify;  ».nd  they  will 
have  reason  to  think,  themselves,  happy  above  the 
common  condition  of  men  in  their  situation,  if  they 
shall  not  altogether  disappoint  the  public  anticipa- 
tion. 

The  rivival  of  a decayed  institution,  being  much 
more  difficult  than  the  establishment  of  a new  one, 
as  the  resurrection  of  a dead  body  is  more  arduous, 
and  certainly  more  uncommon,  than  the  production 
of  a living  one;  and  as  all  the  sucess,  humimly  speak- 
ing, will  depend  upon  the  plan  to  be  pursued,  it 
may  be  due  to  the  occasion  to  say  a few  words  on  a 
subject  on  which  every  body  talks  confidently,  and 
I few  think  correctly,  while  the  million  prate  without 
thinking  at  all — the  subject  of  education. 

Education,  if  I mistake  not,  contemplates  three 
objects,  the  evolution  oi  faculty,  the  formation  of 
habits,  and  the  cultivation  of  manners. 

1.  The  evolution  of  faculty — This,  of  course, 
implies,  that  there  is  faculty  to  be  evolved.  So 
that,  like  all  created  power,  education  must  have 
its  materials  from  the  hand  of  the  Creator.  Itself 
creates  nothing.  It  only  brings  out  qualities  which 
pre  existed.  It  is  a manufacture,  and  like  all  othev 
manufactures,  must  have  the  raw  material  to  work 
upon,  or  it  can  do  nothing.  Many  well  meaning 
people  imagine  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  teacherg 
to  do  every  thing;  and  hard  measure  do  they  give 
them  for  not  working  miracles— for  no?  convening 
a booby  into  a lad  of  genius.  My  friends,  you  must 
not  expect  that  we  shall  do  what  the  Almighty 
God  has  not  done.  That  we  shall  furnish  brains 
where  our  pupils  naturally  are  without  them.  Ex- 
nihilo  nihiijit!  whatever  be  the  zeal  and  eHorts  of 
the  instructor.  If  you  look  for  brides,  your  boys 
must  bring  the  stra::v.  “Pray  sir,”  said  a gentle- 
man to  another,  who  complained  that  his  sons,  who 
were,  indeed,  not  of  the  race  and  lineage  of  Solo- 
mon, had  not  the  advantage  of  early  education, 
“pray  sir,  why  cannot  you  give  to  those  bricks,” 
pointing  to  an  opposite  pile,  “the  hardness  and 
polish  of  marble?”  Because  they  are  bricks,  and 
work  at  them  forever,  they  will  he  bricks  still.  Let 
4 boy  make  the  lour  of  all  the  colleges  in  the  land, 
or  out  of  it,  if  nature  made  him  a dunce,  a dunce  he 
will  remain;  with  the  only  difference  of  exchang- 
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ing  his  ignorance  for  impertinence.  I know  no  more 
thankless  and  desperate  experiment,  than  an  at 
tempt  to  educate  the  naturally  stupid.  It  may  well 
enough  consort  with  the  vocation  of  a pedant,  who, 
provided  he  has  a head  to  hammer  upon,  is  well 
enough  satisfied;  but  it  is  grief,  and  misery,  and 
purgatory,  to  a man  of  any  seiise  or  feeling.  Per- 
sons, with  uncouth  and  rugged  minds,  would  be 
employed  far  better  in  following  the  plough,  drawn 
by  their  more  intelligent,  horses,  than  in  making 
themselves  ridiculous,  by  endeavoring  to  obtain  a 
liberal  educatio:.'.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be 
acknowledged,  that  the  seeds  of  natural  ability  are 
pretty  equally  distributed;  and  that  fine  minds  are 
often  lost  for  want  of  culture. 

“Full  many  a gem,  of  purest  ray  serene, 

“The  dark,  unfathomed,  caves  of  ocean  bear; 
“Full  many  a flower  is  born  to  blush  unseen, 
“And  Wdsi§  its  stveetness  on  the  desert  air.” 
Yes,  among  these  lads  who  know  no  other  use  for 
tfieir  limbs,  than  felling  the  forests;  and  no  other 
for  their  activity  of  mind  and  body  than  catching 
the  wild  turky,  the  pheasant,  or  the  deer,  their  are 
some  master  spirits  who  need  nothing  but  cultiva- 
tion to  bring  them  forth  into  their  peculiar  action; 
who  contain  the  rudiments  of  the  statesman’s  skill 
and  the  patriot’s  fire,  and  may,  according  to  their 
places,  become  the  Washingtons,  the  Hamiltons, 
and  the  Franklins  of  future  days.  There  are,  among 
these  sin  pie  rustics,  men  who,  in  former  ages, 
would  have. 

“Wielded  at  will  the  fierce  democracy, 

“And  fnlmin’d  over  Greece  to  Macedon; 

“And  Artaxerxe,s*  Throne.” 

O,  could  we  but  light  upon  these  chosen  spritis, 
these  minds,  which  can  balance  themselves,  and 
millions  of  other  men!  Could  Dickinson  present, 
among  her  sons,  an  array  hostile,  terrible,  destruc- 
tive, to  all  the  legions  ofinfideliiy  and  misrule,  she 
might  well  hold  up  her  head  amid  the  seminaries 
of  the  nation,  and  receive  their  homage,  not  less 
freely  granted  than  richly  merited. 

Out  to  return  to  the  practical  point.  Faculty  is 
not  to  be  envolved  without  painful  effort. 

Wuh  those  young  men,  who  go  to  a place  of 
education,  as  the  other  idlers  frequent  a watering 
place,  where  they  may  saunter  away  their  time,  out 
of  their  parent’s  observation,  and  have  nothing  to 
do  but  amuse  themselves,  and  dash  away  as  fine 
fellows,  we  wish  and  hope  to  have  no  acquaintance. 
The  college  ought  to  be,  and  by  God’s  assistance 
shall  be,  a place  of  work.  Let  no  idlers,  no  mimic 
ries,  no  n\ockeries  of  students,  disgrace  our  clas- 
ses or  pollute  our  walls.  Should  .such,  unhappily; 
CT'eep  in,  we  trust  that  in  a very  short  time  we  shall 
show  them  out.  Our  great  business  is  to  keep  the 
youthful  mind  under  a pretty  constant,  but  not  an 
unreasonable  pressure — such  a pressure  as  will  in 
sure  tolerable  accuracy.  Let  a lad. ‘get  along,’  as 
the  phrase  is,  ‘pretty  well,*  let  his  ideas  on  a subject 
'which  he  is  required  to  mas  er,  be  oi  ly  ggieral  and 
confused — let  his  preceptor  almost  put  the  answ’er 
into  his  mouth,  when  he  hardly  knows  which  way 
to  guess,  and  he  is  bribed  to  intellectual  sloth.  Tlie 
season  in  which  he  should  fix  habits  of  discrimina- 
tion, as  well  as  of  promp-  acquisition,  passes  by — 
and  though  he  bring  tp  the  college  good  native 
powers,  he  will  leave  it  with  a mind  inert  and 
unproduc  ive.  The  idea  of  a medium  between 
scholars;  ip  and  no  sciiolarship  must  be  forever  ba- 
nished. The  ideas  of  doing  a thing,  and  c’oing  it 
'weiU  must  be  iudentafied  in  the  m_ir»ds  ofboth  teach- 
er and  pupil — and  the  idea  of  doing  a thing  by 


It  is  manifest  that,  upon  such  a plan,  the  pupil 
must,  after  all,  be  in  a great  degree  his^wn  instruc- 
tor; and  if  he  will  not  act  upon  this  plan,  all  the 
power  in  creation  cannot  educate  him.  It  is  ours 
to  waich,  to  guide,  to  direct  him,  to  keep  him  from 
wasting  the  talents  which  God  has  given  him.  Fur- 
ther than  this  .we  cannot  go.  The  main  concern  is 
still  in  his  own  hand.  A habit  of  close  application, 
which  can  be  acquired  only  by  his  own  industry,  is 
the  most  precious  fruit  of  a solid  education.  The 
quantity  which  a young  man  learns  at  college  is 
next  to  nothing  in  the  business  of  life.  Let  him  get 
the  habit  of  close  attention,  of  painful  and  persever- 
ing application,  and  I will  freely  compound  for  the 
loss  of  all  this  college  learning,  and  be  little  con- 
cerned, if  I even  knew  that  he  should  make  no  use 
of  ii  during  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Yet,  to  this  habit  of  ppinful  and  steady  attention, 
a skilful  instructor  can  contribute  much.  A great 
deal  can  be  done  by  enforcing  punctuality.  By 
which  1 mean  “that  the  performance  of  all  exercises 
should  be  limited  to  a certain  time,  both  sufficient 
and  reasonable,  and  then  he  rigorously  exacted.  His 
pupils  will  shrink,  they  will  solicite,  they  will  com- 
plain. They  may  feel  a momentary  despondence, 
but  there  is  in  youth  an  elasticity  which  cannot  be 
long  depressed;  and  a generosity  which  the  firm- 
ness of  authority,  tempered  by  a well  adapted 
soothing,  can  work  up  to  astonishing  eflTorts.”  This 
is,  therefore,  a point  upon  no  consideration  to  be 
given  up.  Labor  will  not  be  regular  and  ardent 
without  the  hard  pressure  of  necessity.  Let  it  be 
ascertained  that  there  is  no  escape:, that  the  thing 
must  be  done,  and  it  -loill  be  done.  Such  an  urgen- 
cy upon  the  mind  disarms  temptations  to  trifling, 
and  often  to  vice;  keeps  it  bent  on  the  matter  and 
the  period  of  duty;  throws  it  into  a strong  action; 
and,  perhaps,  which  is  ^ill  better,  into  a sort  of 
agony.  Hence  spring  the  finest  and  most  magnifi- 
cent effusions  of  human  genius.  There  exists  n© 
more  fatal  enemy  to  diligence,  improvement,  and 
excellence,  than  the  notion  that  “there  is  time 
enough.” 

II.  1 have  said  that  education  contemplates  the 
formation  of  habit.  By  this  I understand  not  merely 
intellectual  habits,  but  those  which  entwine  them- 
selves with  the  moral  character,  and  exert  an  in- 
fluence upon  all  the  dignity  and  happiness  of  future 
life. 

It  is  no  sm^ll  libel  upon  some  seminaries,  and  not 
the  less  so  for  being  true,  that  youth  there  learn  so 
many  things  which  they  should  not  learn,  and  that 
all  faults  are  venial,  if  the  understanding  be  well 
disciplined.  I cannot  conceive  any  greater  oppro- 
brium upon  a seminary,  than  that  a student  sliouid 
become  vicious,  a.s  in  general  places  of  education 
mere  reserviors  of  immorality!  What  can  be  more 
shocking!  I'o  have  them,  on  the  contary,  sources 
of  pure,  refined,  and  exalted  virtue,  what  can  more 
contribute  to  ih  • h ippiness  of  parents,  to  t:.e  peace 
of  the  surrounding  neighborhood,  to  the  glory  of 
the  land? 

On  this,  which  is  a large  theme,  I shall  briefly  ad- 
vert to  two  haoiis,  which,  though  of  apparently  mi- 
nor importance,  mingle  themselves  with  all  the 
duties  and  occasions  of  life. 

1.  Subordination  to  authority,  I regret  to  say  that 
in  all  the  deparimenis  of  society,  from  the  parental 
control  to  that  of  the  government,  this  is  held  by 
our  youth  in  too  little  esteem.  Their  ambition, 
very  early  evinced,  is  to  be  manly  .and  to  be  free. 
They  are,  therefore,  prone  to  spurn  restraint,  and 
Ito  take  their  own  way;  esteeming  that  to  be  a noble 


halves^  be  equivalent  with  that  of  not  doing  it  at  all*  Upirit  which  ackaowiedges  no  superior;  and  that  to 
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be  true  liberty  which  follows  its  own  pleasure. 
That  the  prevalence  of  such  a temper  should  pro- 
duce wide  spreading  mischief,  is  manifest  to  ever' 
sound  thinkr-r;  and  often  to  the  youth,  themselves, 
when  it  is  too  late  to  undo  the  consequences.  In 
the  mean  time  it  militates  alike  against  the  very 
constitution  of  our  nature— against  the  most  express 
commandments  of  God— a id  against  those  princi- 
ples of  action  which,  at  all  times  and  in  every  pUce, 
but,  from  peculiar  causes,  in  the  present  day  and 
in  our  own  country,  are  necessary  to  the  order  of 
society  and  the  happiness  of  individuals. 

It  militates  against  the  very  constitution  of  our  na- 
ture. It  is  not  for  nothing;  it  is  for  benign  and  wi.se 
purposes,  that  our  Creator  has  determined  we  sliouhl 
come  into  the  world  utterly  feeble  and  helpless. 
The  first  friend  whom  the  infant  recognizes,  is  his 
mother.  To  her  tenderness,  her  attachfulness,  her 
patience,  he,  probably,  owes  more  than  to  the  kind- 
ness of  any  of  his  species.  Under  her  gentle  aus- 
pices the  first  buddings  of  his  rational  n*ture  begin 
to  unfold— To  her  is  allotted  the  deiighiful  pro- 
vince of  teaching  “the  young  idea  how  to  shoot,” 
of  moulding  the  heart—ofchenshing  all  its  amiable 
and  generous  ailections — of  storing  it  with  the 
*‘sweet  charities”  of  life — ofleading  ii  in  filial  piety, 
-to  God  the  sovereign  good.  The  rudiments  ofma 
ny  a character  distinguished  for  virtues,  honored 
both  on  earth  and  in  heaven,  can  be  traced  to  the 
nursery  and  the  lap.  O,  most  charming  employ- 
meail  tlich  compensation  for  the  seclusion,  the 
anxieties,  the  pains  to  which  the  sex  is  destined!  O 
most  refreshing  abatement  of  the  sorrows  of  ttiat 
cup  which  has  been  assigned  to  woman  for  her  pri- 
ority in  transgression! 

'I’hen  comes  the  father,  appointed  by  the  divine 
mandate  to  be  the  head  of  the  domesuc  establish- 
merit.  His  family  is  his  kingdom;  his  children  are 
his  subjects;  and  he  is  the  governor  in  his  own 
house.  These  young  subjects  are-submitted  to  his 
rule;  he  knows  best,  .at  least  better  than  the}',  what 
is  for  their  good.  His  authority  is  to  theirrea- 
son  for  many,  for  most  thl  gs,  while  they  are  quite 
young.  And  should  they  prove  refractory,  his  supe- 
rior physical  force  can,  and  should,  constrain  their 
suDmission.  If,  therefore, 60//1  parents  perform  their 
duty,  their  children,  notwithstanding  the  dreadful 
drawback  of  human  depravity,  will  generally  grow 
up  trained  to  obedience.  Their  habits  will  he  in- 
corpora  ed  into  t!  eir  cliaracter.  They  cannot  be- 
come rude  and  disorderly  without  voilating  all  the 
sense  of  decorum  and  gratitude;  and  breaking 
through,  besides,  all  their  early  haoits.  Tne  com- 
mon sense  of  mankind  is  in  accordance  with  all  this 
A rough,  surly,  ungovernable  boy,  there  is  nothing 
more  common  than  to  call  an  unnalnral  child.  I'hus 
are  children,  by  the  very  condition  of  their  beiug, 
made  fit  subjects  for  order,  which  “is  heaven’s  fiist 
law.”  And  he  who  requites  his  parent’s  care  by 
vicious  courses,  by  giving  himself  up  to  the  service 
of  iniquity,  which  is  the  essential  r/isorc/er,  ihougti 
he  s.iouid  be  one  of  the  “fairest  spirits”  that  ever 
“lost  heaven,”  and  should  be  plausible  and  seduc. 
ing  as  Ueiial  hiinselt,  deserves  no  other  appellation 
than  ihnt  of  a 

The  spini  of  lusn’o  irdinatlon,  moreover,  militates 
against  the  must  express  commands  of  God  nimself 

His  commandments  are  in  u ison  .vita  the  con- 
siitu'.ion  of  bis  world.  From  the  highest  the 
lowes',,  iheir  tendency  is  lo  promote  oi^der.  His 
very  controvera)  with  sin  and  sinners  turns  ex- 
actly upon  this  poin  , w.heiticr  HF  shall  govern 
bis  own  creation,  or  they  shall  do  a'*  they  please: 
And,  vherefwre,  there  ts  no  regulation  ©f  human 


con  luct  prescribed  with  more  peremptoriness, 
and  undc|  greater  variety  of  Jorms,  than  obedi- 
ence to  law.  This  broad  ini'inction  cover.s  the 
whole  ground  of  our  social  relations.  ‘Children 
obey.-}'OMr  parents  in  all  things, for  this  is  well  pleas- 
ing to  the  Lord.’  The  admonition  is  addressed  to 
tliem  when  tivey  are  of  years  to  reflect,  and  suc- 
cessfully to  resist.  Xo  thanks  to  you,  young  people, 
if  you  obey  when  you  cannot,  and  dare  not  disobey. 
Everlasting  reproach  be  to  your  parents  if  tliey 
permit  sucli  early  insub  rdination — but  when  yoti 
are  grown  to  have  som.e  understanding  of  your  own 
—when  your  physical  strength  enables  you  to  def}r 
both  mother  and  father,  then  the  voice  from  the 
excellent  glory  speaks  unto  yoti— *M\eson,  receive 
the  instruction  of  jthy  father,’  and  adds,  wi*h  un- 
utterable tenderness,  ‘despise  not  thy  mother  when 
she  is  old  * So  also  with  resp-ct  to  servants — ‘ser- 
vants be  obedient  to  your  masters  according  to  the 
flesh  ’ So  likewise  with  resp^  ct  to  political  govern- 
ment— ‘I’ut  them  in  mind  to  obey  magistrates. — 
Submit  yourselves  to  every  ordinance  of  man,  for 
the  Lord’s  sake,  whether  it  be  to  the  king,  as  su- 
preme, or  to  governor.s,  as  unto  those  that  are  sent 
by  him  for  the  punishment  of  evil  doers,  and  for  the 
praise  of  them  that  do  well.’ 

A young  man,  therefore,  who  cherishes  a temper 
of  disobedience  towards  his  superiors,  plants  him- 
self down  in  a path  where  the  macliinery,  es  ablish- 
ed  by  his  maker,  must  go,  and  will  infallibly  crush 
him  to  atoms. 

Once  more.  This  spirit  of  insubordination  mili- 
tates against  those  principles  of  action  which,  at  all 
times  and  in  every  place,  but  especially  in  onr  o-wn 
day  and  country,  are  necessary  to  the  peace  of  so- 
ciety, and  to  the  happiness  of  individuals.  I shall 
waive  the  first  part  of  this  proposition  for  the  sake 
of  the  second. 

VVe  livg  in  a republican  country.  Its  mean«  of 
keeping  up  good  government  are  entirely  moral. 
The  government  of  force  it  rejects  as  fit  only  for 
slaves.  What  then  shall  become  of  the  public 
order,  if  our  youth,  who  are  shortly  to  be  llie  go- 
vernors, cherish  a spirit  of  disorder.?  What  of  re- 
publican goverhment  and  of  our  country,  which  has 
been  called  “ihe  world’s  last  hope.?”  Wherein 
shall  we  be  able  to  compare  witli  the  governments 
of  Europe,  which  we  term  despotic,  if  we  ourselves 
exhibit  a spirit  of  misrule,  and  hasten,  by  our  own 
imprudence,  the  approach  of  that  day  when  the 
coercion  of  the  bayonet  shall  be  necessary  to  bring 
us  to  our  senses.? 

2.  There  is  another  habit  of  imijense  \^due  in  all 
the.  concerns  of  life — 1 mean  the  proper  employmevtt 
and  distribution  of  lime. 

Oi  rime,  more  precious  than  rubies,  and  of 
which,  of  all  the  three  score  and  ten  vears  which 
turm  the  limit  of,  by  far,  the  greater  portion  of  p^en 
upon  earth,  only  the  present  mmuent  is  our  own! 

Yeung  people  always  calculate  upon  futurity,  and 
almost  always  neglect  the  passing  hour;  that  is, 
they  speculate  upon  that  in  w hich  hey  have  no  in- 
terest, and  squander  away  hat  in  ‘’•■hich  tney  have. 
U would  terrify  men,  beyond  the  pow'er  of  expres- 
sion, would  they  realize  that  the  breath  in  their  nos- 
trils is  all  itiat  they  can  claim!  that  the  present  pul- 
sation of  their  hear  s gives  them  no  sswirance  that 
they  shall  have  a pulsation  mure!  Yet,  upon  this 
brr.Ue, uncertain  tenurehangs  their  computation  for 
Doth  worlds!  How  immeusri,  then,  the  importance 
of  learning  to  make  the  most  of  what  they  have! 
How  can  liial  be  learned  more  ellectuaily  than  by 
having  the  intervals  of  tin-e  filled  up;  and  a constant 
pressure  upon  the  mind  to  make  every  one  of  them 


so 
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ieV.  Idleness  is  universally  the  parent  of  vice,  and 
it  is  one  of  the  most  frui'  ful  sources  of  juvenile  cor- 
ruption, that  th'^y  have  so  many  hours  in  which 
<hey  have  nothing  to  do.  Your  own  fanr.ous  Ritten- 
house  used  to  say  that  he  once  thought  health  the 
roost  precious  of  all  human  possessions’  Is  it  not? 
exclamed  an  astonished  visitor;  what  then  is  it? 
♦‘Tim-,’’  replied  the  sage, « Tinae!”  Instead,  there 
fore,  of  having  a great  deal  of  time  loose  upon  their 
hands,yonlh  are  most  kindly  and  wisely  dealt  with 
by  their  having  none,  or  next  to  none.  And  of  how 
much  value  it  will  be,  hereafter,  to  acquire  the  habit 
of  being  always  busy.,  let  those  determine  who  are 
the  most  active  and  efficient  mf  n in  the  various 
walks  of  public  and  private  industry. 

Z I have  said  that  education  includes  the  culti- 
vation of  manners.  I mean,  by  manners,  all  those 
lighter  things  in  conduct,  which,  though  they  do 
not  occupy  the  rank  of  morals,  do  yet  belong  to  the 
embellishments  and  ornaments  of  life. 

I hardly  know  how  it  has  happened,  that  a “scho- 
lar” is  become  a common  term  for  every  thing  un 
polished  and  uncouth.  Some  men,  indeed,  by  the 
greatness  of  their  genius,  and  the  immensity  of  their 
erudition,  have  attained  a sort  of  privileged  exemp- 
tion from  the  common  courtesies  of  society. 

Rut  the  misery  is,  that  the  same  exemption  is 
claimed  by  those  who  have  already  rudeness,  which 
they  mistake  for  genius;  and  disregard  of  civility, 
which  passes  with  them  for  erudition.  Thus,  if 
scholars  are  sometimes  awkward  and  absent,  every 
awkward  inattentive  creature  calls  liimself  a scho- 
lar. Just  as,  to  use  a comparison  of  the  late  Mr 
Gouverneur  Morris,  “because  statesmen  have  been 
called  knaves,  every  knave  should,  of  course,  sup 
pose  himself  a statesman.”  Certain,  however,  it  is, 
that  no  young  men  have  enjoyed  the  reputation  of 
being  ill  bred,  unmannerly  and  vulgar,  more  than 
students  of  colleges.  How  is  this?  Is  there  any 
thing  in  the  retreats  of  the  muses  to  cherish  fero- 
city'' Do  men  necessarily  become  brutes,  when  the 
world  gives  them  credit  for  becoming  philosophers? 
Does  the  acquisition  of  science,  especially  moral 
science,  involve  the  destrhction  of  decency?  So 
that,  after  a young  man  has  left  college,  laden  with 
all  its  honors,  he  has  again  to  be  put  to  school,  in 
practical  life,  before  he  can  be  ht  for  the  company 
of  gentlemen  and  ladies?  I blush  to  think  that  the 
place  which,  of  all  others,  is  supposed  to  teach  a 
young  man  manners,  is  the  army,-  that  the  kindness, 
the  courtesy,  the  chivalry  of  life,  should  be  associ- 
ated with  the  trade  of  blood!  That  the  pistol  and 
the  dagger  should  be  the  measure  of  morals  and  of 
politeness  with  gentlemen;  and  that,  when  they  have 
trampled  under  their  feet  every  law  of  God  and 
man;  and  all  that  is  dear  to  human  happiness,  and 
ought  to  he  of  high  account  in  human  society,  is 
made  the  sport  of  momentary  passion,  they  should 
still  be  allowed  to  pass  for  men  of  breeding  mA  ho- 
nor! “Tb.ere  is  something  rotten  in  the  state  of 
Denmark!” 

The  old  adage,  though  not  true  in  the  extent  to 
which  it  has  been  carried,  is  yet  true  in  a great 
degree: 

“ Ingenuas  didicisse  fidellter  artes, 

“ Emollit  mores,  nec  sinit  esse  feros.” 

Let  the  '*molles  mores”  of  the  sons  of  Dickinson, 
show  that  they  have  faithfully  studied  the  “artes 
ingenuas.” 

This  intellect,  it  is  true,  cannot  be  evolved;  nor 
these  habits  formed;  nor  these,  manners  cultivated 
without  exact  government.  Let  not  my  young  friends 
be  startled  by  the  terms  exact  government.  1 do 


not  mean  the  government  of  brute  force;  nor  the 
government  of  mere  stern  authority.  1 know  that 
these  methods  have  been  sometimes  tried,  and  have 
always  failed;  and  1 scruple  not  to  say  ought  always 
to  fail.  Some  men  have  imagined  the  youth  of  our 
country  to  be  naturally  ferocious,  and  have  applied 
to  them  the  same  sort  of  means  as  they  would  have 
applied  to  an  intractable  beast.  Some  men  have, 
again,  supno.sed  that  there  is  no  way  of  supporting 
their  authority,  but  by  distance,  by  austerity,  by 
menace.  I am  neither  disappointed  nor  displeased 
at  their  complete  discomfiture.  And  1 am  free  to 
confess  that,  if  there  be  not  something  in  the  cha- 
racter  and  carriage  of  the  governor,  which,  of  its 
own  accord,  invites  confidence  and  i'-sures  respect, 
all  artificial  substitutes  will  speedily  prove  their 
insufficiency. 

With  respect  to  the  accusation  which  has  fre- 
quently been  brought  against  our  youth,  of  their 
being  more  untoward  and  unruly  than  youth  of  other 
countries,  at  their  age,  and  in  their  circumstances, 

I must  take  the  liberty  to  call  this  a mere  calumny. 
And  must  say  further,  that,  when  such  conduct  has 
been  evinced,  in  any  considerable  degree,  the  fault 
has  been,  at  least,  as  much  in  the  governors  as  in 
the  governed.  I have  been  young  myself,  and  have 
not  forgotten  ray  youthful  feelings.  I never  could 
find  in  my  heart,  nor  see  in  my  fellows,  the  smallest 
disposition  to  act  with  any  contumely  towards  a man 
who  knew  how  to  treat  us  as  gentlemen;  nor  with 
any  respect  towards  a man  who  did  not.  Let  this 
rule  be  freely  and  fairly  applied.  I submit  to  all 
the  consequences,  and  I think  I may  answer  for  all 
my  colleagues.  I am  full  aware  of  the  peril  of  this 
declaration,  and  have  no  inclination  to  shun  it.  I 
can  speak,  and  I hope  may  speak,  on  this  occasion, 
without  the  charge  of  egotism,  from  my  own  expe- 
rience. For  more  than  twenty  years  I came  into 
immediate  contact  with  the  children  of  a large  con- 
gregation— for  nearly  fifteen  years  it  was  my  lot  to 
direct  the  studies  of  young  men  for  the  Christian 
ministry— and,  for  five  years  of  that  period,  1 was 
called  to  the  government  of  one  of  our  most  consi- 
derable colleges;  and,  in  all  the  time,  I never  met 
with  an  instance  of  personal  disrespect  from  a young 
person  in  any  one  of  them.  I have  no  fear  of  it  now; 
for  I cannot  suppose  that  the  youth  of  Dickinson 
will  impose  on  me  the  necessity  of  making  them  a 
dishonorable  exception. 

What  then  is  the  government  which  ought  to  be 
pursued,  and  will  perform  such  miracles  among 
young  men?  One  which  is  very  plain,, very  simple, 
though  unhappily  not  very  common;  and  one  which 
will  carry  the  process  through  from  a family  up  to 
a nation.  The  whole  secret  consists  in  being  reasoyi- 
able^  being  Jirm,  and  being  uniform. 

1.  In  being  reasonable.  Whatever  you  require 
must  be  such  as  cannot  fairly  be  objected  to — such 
as  belong  to  the  situation  of  your  pupil,  his  duties, 
and  his  time  of  life.  It  is  a very  strong  point  gained 
to  have  his  conscience  on  your  side.  You  are  not 
to  demand  what  he  is  unable  to  perform.  And  if 
such  happen  to  be  his  situation  it  must  be  altered 
accordingly.  Great  care  must  then  be  taken  to  see 
that  your  commands  are  reasonable — this  matter 
being  settled,  I say, 

2-  That  good  government  ought  to  be  frm.  In- 
ireaty  and  supplication  ought  to  have  no  more  in- 
fluence upon  its  proceedings,  than  upon  the  bench 
of  the  supreme  court;  and  a youth  should  count  no 
more  upon  its  pliancy.  I do  not  mean  to  assert  that 
a teacher  or  governor  of  youth  should  never  acknow- 
ledge an  error;  or  that  he  should  obstinately  adhere 
\ to  a thing  because  he  has  said  or  Ordered  it.  He  ia 
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a miserable  pauper  whom  the  loss  of  a six  pence 
will  bankrupt;  and,  in  intellectual  matter>j,  he  is  no 
richer  who  cannot  afford  to  confess  a mistake.  II 
must  not,  indeed,  do  this  often.  But,  occasionally, 
as  humanum  est  tmire,  he  may,  by  owning'  that  he 
has  been  mistaken,  doing  it  freely,  doing  it  magna- 
nimously, attach  the  affections  of  the  youth  very 
strongly  to  his  person,  and  affirm  his  authority  by 
those  very  means  which  would  weaken  it  in  an  un 
decided  and  incapable  man. 

3.  I add,  once  more,  that  a government,  to  be 
good  for  any  thing,  must  be  uniform.  By  uniform,  1, 
mean  that  it  shall  behabitually  the  same  thing;  that! 
when  you  have  its  decisions  at  one  time,  you  know  i 
where  to  find  them  at  another;  that  it  shall  not  he| 
marked  by  whim;  shall  not  be  moved  out  of  its 
course  by  gusts  of  passion;  shall  not,  in  a moment  of 
good  humor.'^allow  to-day  what,  in  a fit  of  ill  humor, ; 
it  will  forbid  to-morrow.  Shall  not,  therefore,! 
tease  and  vex  the  subjects  of  it  by  its  fickleness  and ; 
variableness.  These  should  always  know  what  to 
depend  upon;  and  not  see  the  elements  of  order 
disturbe*d  and  broken  up  by  the  prevalence  of  offi-| 
cial  disorder. 

Against  a government  administered  upon  such 
principles,  and  marked  in  its  several  acts  by  cour- 
tesy, by  kindness,  by  the  frankness  and  dignity  of 
gentlemen,  I am  persuaded  that  depravity  herself 
could  not  muster  up  any  thing  like  a formidable 
conspiracy. 

Such,  gentlemen,  we  profess  to  be  our  aim — and, 
in  the  prosecution  of  such  an  aim,  we  feel  confident 
of  your  support — although  we  do  not  expect  to  have 
much,  if  any,  reason  to  apply  for  it.  We  do  hope, 
that  an  appeal  to  the  understanding,  the  magnani- 
mity,the  conscience  of  the  students,  will  eff  ectually 
preclude  these  scenes  of  misrule,  which  have  oc- 
casionally tarnished  the  history  of  other  tolleges— 
and  that  affection  will  do  for  us  what  the  exercise 
of  mere  authority  has  not  been  able  to  do  for  others, 
attach  the  students  more  and  more  to  the  interests 
of  their  alma  mater. 

After  all,  young  gentlemen,  the  students  of  this 
institution,  her  success  is,  in  a great  measure,  in 
your  hands.  Have  we  deceived  ourselves  in  expect- 
ing from  you,  a chivalrous  sense  of  moral  honor.^  A 
delicate,  noble  sensibility,  to  character,  and  all  the 
decencies  and  elegance  of  character.'’  a high  respect 
for  order  and  decorum,  even  in  slighter  matters.?  an 
ardent  love  of  your  studies,  and  corresponding  in- 
dustry.? If  we  have  not;  if  our  expectations  are  well 
founded;  if  you  shall  bear  us  out  in  our  hopes  re- 
specting you;  then  shall  our  efforts  be  animated, 
our  labors  sweetened,  our  success  cheering;  and 
Dickinson  college  revive  from  her  desolations,  a 
phcenix  of  renewed  life,  and  spreading  her  lustre 
over  your  county,  your  state,  your  country — be  a 
source  of  mild  and  enduring  glory  in  ages  to  come. 


At  their  meeting  in  .\pr  l la't,  the  attention  of 
the  visitors  was  first  drawn  to  the  consideration  of 
the  act  of  the  late  general  assembly,  which  autho- 
rized the  literary  board  to  lend,  for  the  use  of  the 
•niversity,  a further  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars 
from  such  monies  as  should  tliereafi  er  come  to  their 
hands;  and  taking  such  view  as  could  then  be  ob- 
tained of  the  expenses  already  incur’-ed  for  the 
lands,  buildings  and  accessory  purposes,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  professors  and  students  of  the 
university,  so  far  as  already  completed,  or  in  a state 
of  advancement,  and  the  farther  expanses  still  to  be 
incurred  necessarily  to  complete  those  accommo- 
dations, they  concluded  it  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  institution  to  obtain  the  said  loan.  Vpplication 
was  accordingly  made  to  the  litera'  V hoard;  a sum 
of  29,100  dollars  was  obtained,  and  the  further  sum 
of  30,900  dollars  is  expected,  so  soon  as  the  re- 
ceipts of  that  board  shall  enable  tliern  to  furnish  it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  hoard  deemed  it  incumbent 
to  obtain,  as  early  as  possible,  a correct  statement 
of  the  actual  cost  of  what  was  already  done,  and  a 
probable  one  of  that  still  to  be  done,  estimated  ac- 
cording to  the  experience  now  obtained.  They 
therefore  instructed  their  proctor  to  apply  himself 
assiduously  to  the  completion  of  the  buildings  ge- 
nerally, to  a settlement  of  all  accounts  of  the  actual 
cost  of  those  finished,  and  an  estimate,  according 
to  that,  of  what  would  be  the  cost  of  those  still  to 
be  finished.''  The  completion  of  the  buildings  of 
accommodation,  wiiicli  are  in  four  rows  of  about 
600  feet  m length  each,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  plan 
accompanying  this  report,  has  been  pressed  with 
as  much  effect  as  could  be  expected;  insomuch 
that  there  are  now  complete,  and  in  readiness  for 
occupation,  six  pavilions  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  professors,  82  dormitories  for  that  of  the  stu- 
dents, and  two  hotels  for  their  dieting:  and  the 
others  will  all  be  completed  in  the  enstiing  summer. 
The  accounts  for  the  construction  of  those  already 
finished  have  been  actually  settled;  and  the  proba- 
ble cost  of  the  unfinished  has  been  estimated  ac- 
cording to  the  rates  which  the  others  have  been 
found  to  cost. 

The  following  is  a summary  view  of  the  actual 
expenditures  of  t!ie  institution,  from  the  beginning, 
of  those  yet  to  be  incurred  to  its  completion,  and 
of  the  funds  received,  and  still  receivable,  as  near- 
ly as  can  at  present  be  stated: 

Dolls.  Cis.  Dolls,  Cts. 
6 Pavilions  finished,  have 
cost  52,713  76 

17  Capitals  for  them,  expect- 
ed  from  Italy,  are  to  cost  by 
contract  2,052 

2 Hotels  finished  have  cost  8,215  82 

82  Dormitories  finished  have 
cost  52,997  74 

113,927  32 


University  of  Virginia. 

To  the  president  and  directors  of  the  literary  fund: 

In  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  general  assembly 
of  Virginia,  requiring  that  the  rector  and  visitors 
of  the  university  of  Virginia,  should  make  report 
annually  to  the  president  and  directors  of  the  lite- 
rary fund,  (to  be  laid  before  the  legislature  at  their 
succeeding  9ession),embracing  a full  account  of  the 
disbursements,  the  funds  on  hand,  and  general 
statement  of  the  condition  of  the  said  university, 
the  said  rector  and  visitors  make  the  following 
heport: 


The  following  are  nearly  fi- 
nished,  and  are  estimated 
at  the  rates  tlie  others  have 
cost,  or  at  prices  actually 
contracted  for: 

4 Pavilions  33,563  15 

4 Hotels  16,000 

27  Dormitories  11,952  21 

Back  yards  and  gardens 

Making  the  whole  cost  of  the  four 
rows  of  buildings  of  accommodation 


61,515  35 
1,500 


176,912  68 
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The  purchase  of  245^  acres  of  land  and  j 

the  buildings  on  them,  past  compen-  1 

sations  to  the  bursar  and  proctor, hire 
and  maintenance  of  laborers,  and  all 
other  accessory  and  contingent  ex- 
penses, 24,607  77 

Making  a total  for  the  lands,  buildings, 

&c.  complete,  201,550  45 

To  which  add  for  interest  on  the  loans, 

calculated  to  Dec.  31,  1821,  6,160  25 


207,710  70 

The  funds  applied  and  applicable  to  these  ex- 
penditures, are: 

The  sale  of  glebe  lands,  3,104,  09 

A state  cerdlicate,  No.  32, 

bearing  interest,  176  77 

Annuities  of  1819 — 20’ — 21  45,000  00 

Loan  of  1820  60  000  00 

Loan  of  1821  60,000  00 

Subscriptions  received  to 

Nov.  27—21  24,676  37^^ 

Balance  of  subscriptions  (due 
19>668  95,  of  which  sup- 
pose 3000  lost)  16-668  95 

209  626  18 

From  this  would  result  a 

small  surplus  of  1 915  48 


207,710  70 

According  to  the  proctor’s  accounts  for  the  pre- 
sent year  (which,  with  the  bursar’s,  are  herewith  in- 
closed, and)  which  contain  minuter  specifications 
of  the  expenditures; 

To  finish  and  pay  for  the  whole  of  the 
buildings  of  accommodation,  not  yet 
finished  and  paid  for,  will  require  a 
further  sum  to  be  placed  at  his  com- 
mand of  53,494  79 

The  resources  for  this  are 
The  balance  of  the  loan  of 

1821,  still  to  be  received  30,900  00 

The  balance  of  sub.scription 
monies  still  due  and  sepa- 
rate 16.668  95 

Cash  in  the  banks  undrawn,  as 

per  bursars’  account,  2,301  23 

Cash  in  tlie  bursar’s  hands,  as 

per  his  account  447  84 

State  certificate,  No.  32,  176  77 

From  which  would  result  a 
deficit,  to  be  supplied  from 

the  annuity  of  3,000  00 

53,494  79 


So  far  tlien  as  can,  at  present,  be  seen,  (and  we 
are  now  so  near  the  end  of  tliis  work,  that  there  is 
room  for  little  error),  the  funds  received  and  re- 
ceivable, will,  within  a small  fraction,  pay  for  the 
lands  purchased,  for  the  whole  system  of  build- 
ings of  accommodation,  and  all  necessary  expen- 
ses. The  building  for  the  library,  comprehend- 
ing halls,  indispensably  necessary  for  other  public 
purposes,  and  estimated  by  the  proctor  according 
to  past  experience  to  cost  46,847  dollars,  will  re- 
main to  be  erected  from  the  same  fund  of  the  an- 
nuity. 

The  anticipations  of  this  by  loans  for  expediting 
the  other  buildings,  will  have  weakened  it,  by 
nearly  one  half  its  amount,  by  the  sums  of  interest 
to  which  it  is  subject;  and  will  consequently  re- 
tard the  commencement  of  its  applications  to  the 
discharge  of  the  sums  borrowed,  by  annual  instal- 


ments, if  such  should  continue  to  be  the  will  of  the 
legislature. 

The  buildings  of  accommodation  will  be  finished, 
as  before  stated,  in  the  ensuing  sumnicr,  and  will 
constitute  the  whole  esiablishment,  except  that  of 
the  library.  With  the  close  of  these  works  the  ac- 
counts of  their  costs  will  also  be  closed.  These 
will  be  fjrst  examined  by  a committee  of  the  visi- 
tors, that  notliing  may  enter  into  tliem  not  sanc- 
tioned by  the  hoard.  They  will  then  be  finally 
submitted  to  the  accountant  of  the  literary  board 
for  the  assurance  *>f  the  public*  that  the  monies 
have  been  correctly  and  faithfully  applied. 

In  the  course  of  these  works,  as  is  unavoidable 
perliars,  generally  in  those  of  considerable  magni- 
tude, there  have  occurred  instances  of  monies  paid, 
notin  direct  furtherance  of  the  legitimate  object. 
The  firs!  was  the  case  of  a contract  by  the  visitors 
of  the  Central  college  for  a professor,  wdiile  acting 
f >r  that  as  a private  establishment,  and  under  an  ex- 
pectation of  its  immediate  commencement.  But  that 
nstitution  b^ing  afterwards  merged  in  this  of  the 
u.iiversily,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  plan  occa- 
.«ionir.g  that  of  the  time  of  its  commencement  also, 
il  became  important  that  that  co-  tract  should  be 
rescinded.  This  was  done  on  a just  and  reasonable 
compromise,  and  indemnification  of  §1500.  Ano- 
ther instance  w’as  the  importation  of  a foreign  art- 
ist for  'carving  the  capitals  of  the  more  difficult 
orders  of  tlie  buildings.  'I'he  few  persons  in  this 
country  capable  of  that  work  were  able  to  obtain 
elsewhere  such  high  prices  for  their  skill  and  lab..r, 
that  w’e  believed  it  would  be  economy  to  procure 
an  arti.=it  from  some  country  where  skirl  is  more 
abundant,  and  labor  cheaper.  We  did  so,  but  on 
trial,  the  stone  we  had  counted  on  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  university  was  found  totally  unsus- 
ceptible of  delicate  work:  and  some  fiom  a very 
distant,  but  the  nearest  other  quarry  known,  be- 
sides a heavy  expense  attending  its  transportation, 
was  extremely  tedious  to  work,  and  believed  not 
proof  agai.nst  the  infiuencies  of  the  weather;  in  the 
mean  time  w’e  had  inquired  and  learnt  that  the 
same  capitals  could  be  furnished  in  Italy,  and  de- 
livered in  our  own  ports  for  a half  or  third  of  the 
price,  in  marble,  which  they  would  have  cost  us 
here  in  doubtful  stone.  We  arrested  the  work 
ihere,  therefore,  and  compromised  with  our  artist 
at  the  expense  of  his  past  wages,  his  board  and 
passage  hither,  amounting  to  §1890  56  cents. — 
These  are  the  only  instances  of  false  expense 
which  have  occurred  within  our  knowledge. 

I’he  two  pavilions  and  their  adjacent  dormitories, 
begun  and  considerably  advanced  by  the  authori- 
ties of  the  Central  college,  were  contracted  for 
by  them,  when  all  things  were  at  their  most  infla- 
ted paper  prices,  and  therefore  have  been  of  extra- 
ordinary cost.  But  all  the  buildings  since  done  on 
the  most  enlarged  scale  of  the  university,  have 
been  at  prices  of  from  25  to  50  per  cent  reduc- 
tion: and  it  is  confidently  believed  that,  with  that 
exception,  no  considerable  system  of  building  with- 
in the  United  States  has  been  done  on  cheaper 
terms,  nor  more  correctly,  faithfully,  or  solidly 
executed,  according  to  thenature’of  the  materials 
used.  That  the  style  or  scale  of  the  buildings 
should  have  met  the  approbation  of  every  indivi- 
dual judgm^ent,  was  impossible  from  the  various 
struciure  of  various  minds.  Whether  it  has  satisfied 
the  general  judgment  is  not  known  to  us.  No  previ- 
ou.i  expression  of  that  was  manifested  but  in  the  in- 
junctions of  the  law,  to  provide  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  ten  professors,  and  a competent  number  of 
students  and  by  the  subsequent  enactments,  implv- 
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in^  an  approbation  of  the  plan  reported  by  the  ori- 
ginal  commissioners,  on  the  requisition  of  the  law 
constituting  them;  which  plan  was  exactly  that  now 
carried  into  execution.  We  had  therefore  no  sup- 
plementary guide  but  our  own  judgments,  which 
we  h ive  exercised  conscientiouslv.  in  adopting  a 
.scale  and  style  of  building  believed  to  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  respectability,  the  means,  and  the 
wants  of  our  country,  and  such  as  will  be  approved 
in  any  future  condition  it  may  attain.  We  owed  to 
it  to  do,  not  what  was  to  perish  with  ourselves,  but 
what  would  remain,  be  respected,  and  preserved 
through  other  ages.  And  we  fondly  hope,  that  the 
instruction  which  may  flow  from  this  institution, 
kindly  cherished,  by  advancing  the  minds  of  our 
youth  with  the  growing  science  of  the  times,  and 
elevating  the  views  of  our  citizens  generally  to  the 
practice  of  the  social  duties,  and  the  functions  of 
self  government,  may  insure  to  nur  country,  the 
reoutation,  the  safety  and  prosperity,  and  all  the 
other  blessings,  which  experience  proves  to  result 
from  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  gene- 
ral  mind.  A-id,  without  going  into  the  monitory 
history  of  the  ancient  world,  in  all  its  quarters,  and 
at  all  its  periods,  ihat  of  the  soil  on  which  we  live, 
and  of  its  occupants,  indigenous  and  immigrant, 
teaches  the  awful  lession,  that  no  nation  is  permit- 
ted to  live  in  ignorance  with  impunity. 

TH.  JEFFERSON,  Rector. 

Nov.  30,  1821. 


Penitentiary  System. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

IX  SEXATE,  MARCH  5. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  the  criminal  law y and  the 
employment  of  convicts  on  the  canals. 

Mr.  Hopkins,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  speech  of  his 
excellency  the  governor,  as  relates  to  the  criminal 
law,  and  the  employ.ment  of  convicts  on  the  canals, 
reported  as  follows,  to  wit: 

That  the  particular  points  and  questions  in  the 
criminal  law,  which  his  excellency  has  mentioned, 
and  to  which,  therefore,  the  attention  of  your  com- 
mittee has  been  required,  appear  to  be  the  follow- 
ing. 

1.  Our  experimentof amlld  system  ofpunishment, 
intended  to  prevent  crimes  and  reform  criminals, 
and  the  result  of  that  experiment: 

2.  The  doubt  expressed  whether  we  have  not, 
in  our  anxiety  for  reformation,  neglected  the  su 
perior  importance  of  prevention: 

3.  The  improvements  suggested  to  be  made  by 
the  moral  classification  of  offenders;  by  the  adop- 
tion of  solitary  confinement;  by  the  establishment 
of  separate  prisons  for  those  who  are  doomed  to 
severe  punishment;  by  a graduation  of  punishments 
in  solitary  cells,  and  finally  by  abridging  the  dura- 
tion of  imprisonment. 

The  consideration  of  these  subjects  has  led  the 
committee  to  examine  our  whole  system  of  punish- 
ment, whether  considered  as  a means  of  prevention 
or  of  reformation;  and  the  question  of  imprison- 
ment, in  particular,  has  led  them  to  consider  the 
prisons,  and  the  means  and  objects  of  confinement 
in  them,  with  the  actual  treatment  of  prisoners, 
and  its  effects;  whether  we  have  such  prisons  as  are 
sufficient  and  proper;  if  not,  whether  we  can  and 
ought  to  build  others;  what  will  be  the  expense, 
and  what  ought  to  be  the  discipline  observed  in 
them;  finally,  what  other  punishments  can,  with  a 
Sup.  to  Vol.  XXII 5. 


’ proper  regard  to  the  state  of  public  opinion,  be 
now  adopted. 

For  tlie  more  perfect  understanding  of  these  aub- 
jects,  it  seemed  useful  to  examine  the  authen’ic 
history  of  our  state  prison  s\ stern  from  the  begin- 
ing,  a?  it  is  contained  in  our  legislative  acts  and 
repor  s,  and  in  the  reports  and  proceedings  of  suc- 
cessive legislative  committees  and  special  commis- 
sions, and  in  the  reports  of  the  treasury,  and  the 
detailed  statements  of  the  inspectors  and  officers 
of  the  prisons.  Such  documents,  more  esp-cially 
for  the  last  twenty  years  have  been  examined  by 
the  committee,  who  are  of  opinion  that  they  offer 
many  results  which  canot  fail  to  be  instructive. 

It  appears  that  since  the  year  1796,  the  whole 
amount  of  our  appropriations  for  the  building  an.1 
repairs  of  the  two  staie  prisons,  has 
been  535,189  81 

And  the  total  amount  of  expenditures 
for  the  support  of  the  prisons,  and 
incidental  expenses,  is  977,732  6i 


Making  in  all,  81,512,922  47 

The  total  number  of  convicts  has  been  5,069 

Of  which  number  more  than  half  have 

been  pardoned,  that  is  2,819 

Of  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  considerably 
less  than  one-half  are  natives  of  this  state  and  near- 
ly one-third  are  from  foreign  countries;  the  rest,  of 
course,  are  from  the  U.  Stales. 

The  average  number  of  prisoners,  from  the  re- 
turns of  the  last  six  years,  is  745.  By  the  last 
returns  the  total  present  number  in  both  prisons  is 
817,  which  is  larger  than  that  of  any  former  year. 

The  actual  expense  of  the  criminals  maintained 
in  these  prisons  has  been  estimated,  according  to 
an  average  of  the  last  six  years  for  the  prison  in 
New-York,  and  of  three  years  for  that  at  Auburn, 
[the  latter  being  a recent  establishment,]  and  the 
commiitee  calculate  it  as  follows: 

The  New-York  prison  and  repairs  has 

cost  8253,346  00 

Auburn  do  do  281,843  83 


535,189  83 

^On  which  sum,  to  cover  interest,  repairs  and  in- 
surance,  the  charge  ought  to  be  10  per  cent,  per  an- 
num: say  53,518  93 

Average  expense  per  ann.  of  transport- 
ing convicts  to  prison,  9,704  00 

do.  the  expenses  of  sheriffs,  9,250, 
suppose  half  for  this  object,  4,625  00 

do  do.  of  district  attorneys. 

N.  B.  As  they  have  been  paid  the 
last  three  years  by  the  counties,  the 
average  of  those  years  is  taken  in  a 
due  proportion  to  the  three  previous 
years,  compared  with  the  sheriffs’ 
bills,  813,933 — suppose  half  for 


this  object,  6,966  50 

Salaries  of  officers  at  the  New-York 
prison,  12,989  67 

Expense  of  guard  at  do.  7,531  33 

All  other  e.xpenses,  [un  ler  this  head 
come  support  and  clothing,]  22,943  23 

Collective  amount  of  the  three  last 
items  at  Auburn,  on  an  average  of 
three  years,  13,187  74 


Total,  142,471  50 
Which,  divided  by  745,  the  average  number  of 
prisoners,  makes  about  ^177  81  cents  per  annum, 
as  the  expense  of  each  prisoner. 

For  a few  years  after  the  first  establishment  of 
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©ur  state  prison,  the  institution  seems  to  have  rea- 
lized all  the  most  sangtiine  hopes  of  its  humane  pro- 
jectors. The  name  of  it  inspired  some  dread  among 
criminals,  and  i s government  was  conducted  with 
a degree  of  zeal  and  attention,  which  often  gives 
flattering  success  to  new  institutions,  but  which 
can  hardly  be  expected  to  last  always.  Accord- 
ingly,  in  the  report  of  1803,  we  find  that  the  labor 
of  the  convicts  came  within  a small  amount  of  the 
expense  of  their  sustenance,  and  the  inspectors  ex- 
press an  opinion,  '*that  no  penal,  nystem  in  any  state 
•wvs  less  expensive^  or  more fully  anstvered  the  intended 
purpose^  Bu  this  report  contains  the  first  omin- 
ous  in  irnation  that  **there  tviU  soon  be  a -want  of 
room.’* 

For  eighteen  successive  years  since  that  time, 
the  stale  prison  reports  exhibit  a distressing  strug- 
gle against  embarrassments  and  difficult  y,  of  every 
Kin  1 They  state  the  overwhelming  number  of  con- 
vicls;  their  profligate  and  abandonded  character; 
the  impossibility  of  making  their  labor  maintain 
them;  pecuniary  embarrassment  in  the  affairs  of 
the  prison;  enormous  demands  upon  the  public 
treasury,  without  the  intermission  of  a year;  new 
and  fruitless  endeavors  to  make  labor  productive; 
the  fearful  progress  of  the  prisoners  in  corrupting 
one  another;  and,  finally,  fires  and  dangerous  insur- 
rections. The  committee,  in  order  to  justify  this 
general  description,  crave  leave  to  go  a little  more 
into  detail,  and  to  quo  e particular  examples,  to 
justifiy  their  assertions  from  the  official  reports  con- 
tained in  your  journals. 

In  1804,  the  inspectors  and  agent  mention  a de- 
structive fire;  losses  by  bad  debts;  pecuniary  em- 
barrassment, and  a balance  for  the  support  of  the 
prisoners,  of  eleven  thousand  dollars  beyond  the 
produce  of  their  labor. 

In  1805,  ihe  number  had  greatly  increased;  the 
prisoners  had  cost  more  and  earned  less,'  than  the 
preceding  year,  and  of  course  the  balance  against 
their  labor  was  increased. 

In  1806,  the  officers  complain  that  more  room 
will  be  wanted  They  state  that  the  propensity 
to  vice  is  much  increased  by  indiscriminate  confine- 
ment; and  that  **lessons  of  infamy^**  are  inculcated 
and  little  reformation  is  seen;  and  they  recommend 
that  no  person  sentenced  for  less  than  five  years,  be 
sen"  o the  state  prison. 

In  1807  - 8,  the  vices  of  the  system  seem  to  have 
developed  themselves  more  fully  Tiie.  number  of 
pri^voners  was  so  great  as  to  crowd  the  hospital  with 
sink,  Tid  .qre  20. 000  dollars  was  wanted,  be- 

yond their  labo  , for  ti.eir  support.  The  report 
suggests  the  benefi  of  solitary  confinement  in  the 
sev.“ral  counties,  and  complains  of  the  great  num 
ber  of  convictions  which  were  actually  cases  of  se- 
cond offences,  though  not  kno  n o the  court  to  be 
so  at  the  time  of  trial.  About  this  time,  necessity 
introduced  the  regular  practice  of  granting  par- 
dons o so  many,  as  to  make  the  total  number  of 
discharges  eq  :al  to  tlje  commitments,  and  this  has 
continued  to  the  present  time. 

In  18U9,  was  the  first  suggestion  of  another  state 
prison  in  the  interior  of  the  state. 

1810,  the  agent  complains  that  the  prisoners  are 
so  numerous  that  they  cannot  be  employed  to  ad- 
vantage, and  ye  in  this  year  130  pardons  were 
granted;  the  number  of  convicts  received,  was  171. 

In  1812,  the  report  pressingly  urges  the  evil  of 
crowclir.g  so  many  convicts  together:  and  remarks 
that  the  oldest  and  greatest  offenders  corrupt  and 
demoralize  the  younger,  and  again  urges  the  neces- 
sity of  another  state  prison, 

In  1813,  another  fire. 


In  1814,  it  is  stated  many  are  committed  for  se- 
cond and  third  offences;  an  account  is  given  of  the 
alarm  of  the  citizens  at  the  semi-annual  visit  of  the 
judges,  when  forty  or  fifty  of  the  best  prisoners  are 
usually  recommended  for  pardon,  and  of  course 
sent  back  into  society. 

In  1815  and  1816,  the  number  of  convicts  con- 
tinued to  encrease;  and  there  is  renewed  urgency 
to  have  the  bounds  of  the  prison  enlarged  or  a new- 
one  built.  A suggestion  is  made,  that  there  is  no 
competent  punishment  for  prisoners  setting  fire  to 
the  prison:  and  discouraging  proofs  are  given 
of  the  hardened  character  of  the  convicts. 

In  1817,  was  laid  before  the  legislature  the  re- 
port of  Messrs.  Burt,  Radcliff  and  Taylor,  who,  by 
a special  act,  had  been  appointed  commissioners  to 
examine  into  the  concerns  of  our  state  prison,  with 
liberty  to  visit  that  of  Philadelphia.  Your  commit- 
tee can  do  no  more  than  to  quote  a very  few  of  the 
observations  contained  in  that  important  and  very 
able  report. 

Those  commissioners  represented  the  want  of 
room,  and  ihe  consequent  necessity  of  pardon,  as 
one  of  the  great  evils  of  the  establishment.  They 
consider  450  as  the  greatest  number  that  can  be 
profitably  employed  at  labor  in  the  then  prison. — 
They  mention  the  striking  fact,  that  of  all  those 
who  had  been  committed  for  second  and  third  of- 
fences, about  two  thirds  had  been  discharged  from 
their  former  sentences  by  pardon,  and  they  admit 
that  the  system  had  failed  of  effecting  the  great 
object  chief  y in  view.  They  describe  the  prisoners 
as  mutually  corrupting  and  being  corrupted  by  each 
other,  and  as  leaving  the  prison  more  confirmed 
in  their  vicious  propensities  than  when  they  enter- 
ed it. 

In  1818,  the  annual  report  avows  that  the  system 
is  “/ar,  very  far,  from  answering  the  end  intended;” 
that  humane  and  mild  treatment  has  seldom  re- 
claimed the  vicious,  and  that  we  must  have  a bet- 
ter system,  **not  a mere  plan  of  good  living  and  of 
light  punishment^  but  of  dread  and  terror The 
prisoners  are  described  as  the  most  **abandonded 
and  profligate  of  mankind^  and  it  appears  that  of 
such  persons,  the  governor  was  compelled  to  par- 
don and  send  out  about  280,  in  order  to  make  room 
for  300  new  comers.  This  year  there  was  a danger- 
ous insurrection,  and  a great  amount  of  property 
destroyed. 

In  1819,  it  appears  that  the  late  law  for  punish- 
ing offenders  within  the  prison  by  whipping,  had 
been  applied  in  a few  instances  with  salutary  conse- 
quences. 

1820,  Messrs.  Morse,  Cooper  and  Campbell,  who, 
by  a joint  resolution  of  the  houses,  had  been  ap- 
pointed commissioners,  presented  a report  upon 
the  state  prison,  abounding  in  valuable  facts  and 
observations,  which  your  committee  have  freely 
made  use  of.  These  commissioners  admit  that 
from  some  cause  or  other,  ** penitentiary  punishments 
have  entirely  failed  of  producing  the  results  originally 
anticipated  from  them;''*  and  that  crimes  have  mul- 
tiplied to  an  alarming  degree. 

The  prison  reports  of  1820  and  1821,  do  not  vary 
essentially  from  all  the  foregoing,  in  their  general 
character.  'I  he  hope  is  occasionally  and  benevo- 
lently expressed,  that  the  system  will  hereafter  be 
so  perfected  as  to  answer  the  intended  purpose. — 
But  the  obvious  fact  that  it  has  not  yet  done  so,  is 
as  plain  from  the  report  of  1821,  kow  on  the  table 
of  the  senate,  as  from  any  previous  document.  In 
that  paper  the  convicts  are  described  as  “</es/?era- 
does**  with  hearts  **s{eeled'*  to  moral  feeling;  an^ 
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Of  such  prisoners,  240  have  again  been  let  loose  up- 
on society  the  last  year  by  pardon. 

It  is  just  to  observe  that  if  the  present  system  has 
failed  of  its  object,  that  failure  has  not  been  for 
want  of  zeal  and  effort  in  the  administration  of  it, 
directed  by  the  wisdom  and  watchful  care  of  the 
public  councils  for  twenty-five  years.  It  has  been 
governed  at  different  times,  by  persons  of  differ- 
ent religious  denominations,  and  opposite  political 
parties,  and  by  successive  agents, of  whom, 
in  turn,  have  been  urged  by  motives  of  benevolence 
or  rivalship,  or  the  hopes  of  applause  and  advance- 
ment, to  give  it  the  utmost  possible  success.  The 
history  of  their  transactions  is,  for  the  most  part, 
only  a history  of  mortifying  failures  and  disappoint- 
ed hopes. 

Neither  have  any  exertions  been  omitted  to  re- 
medy the  defects,  which,  from  time  to  time,  have 
been  observed,  and  to  furnish  motives  to  the  pri- 
soners for  reformation.  Expensive  establishments 
have  been  formed  for  their  employment  at  labor,  by 
which  they  would  acquire  the  means  of  an  honest 
livelihood.  Schools  are  established  in  the  prison; 
a very  worthy  and  pious  clergyman  is  employed  for 
their  religious  instruction,  and  rewards  are  reserv 
ed  for  the  most  deserving,  derived  from  part  of 
the  avails  of  their  labor.  Classifications  have  been 
introduced  according  to  their  supposed  moral  cha- 
racters; and  finally,  laws  have  been  passed  to  ex- 
clude from  the  prisons,  all  who  are  convicted  of 
small  offences.  Still  the  number  of  convicts  is 
greater  now  than  at  any  former  period,  and  they 
are  described  in  the  official  report  as  desperadoes y' 
and  *Hhe  most  abandonded  and  prof  igate  of  the  hu^ 
man  race.** 

Upon  the  whole  view  of  our  state  prison  system, 
as  hitherto  condnctedy  your  committee  are  compel- 
led to  adopt  the  conclusion,  that  so  far  as  reforma- 
tion is  concerned,  it  has  wholly  failed:  and  not  only 
so,  but  that  it  operates  with  alarming  efficacy  to 
increase,  diffuse,  and  extend  the  love  of  vice,  and 
a knowledge  of  the  arts  and  practices  of  crimi- 
nality. 

In  Saying  this,  the  committee  do  not  mean  to 
question  out  there  may  have  been  individual  instan 
ces  of  persons  who  have  led  regular  and  moral  lives 
after  having  been  in  the  state  prison.  Whether 
any  convict  of  a character  habitually  depraved,  has, 
after  his  discharge,  aff  orded  evidence  of  a virtuous 
life,  they  have  not  learned, nor  do  they  consider  such 
questions  (though  sometimes  urged)  as  important 
upon  the  present  occasion.  For  that  such  cases,  if 
they  have  existed,  are  not  frequent  enough  to  be 
come  an  object  of  attention  in  the  enactment  of 
our  penal  code,  is  proven  by  all  our  experience; 
and  upon  theory^  it  would  seem  most  unlikely  that 
a thief,  a counterfeiter,  or  a house  breaker,  should 
be  reformed  in  consequence  of  being  shut  up  in  a 
spacious  building,  in  ease  and  comfort,  and  in  the 
society  of  many  other  thieves,  and  counterfeiters, 
and  house-breakers.  That  a whole  community  of 
intelligent  men  should  have  expected  s^ich  a result, 
exhibits  one  of  those  instances  of  public  infatuation, 
of  which  examples  are  not  wholly  wanting,  but 
which  do  not  the  less  excite  our  wonder  when  the 
illusion  is  past. 

The  question  how  far  this  system  has  operated 
by  way  of  prevemiony  is  in  a great  measure  includ 
ed  in,  and  answered  by,  what  has  already  been  stat- 
ed. But  as  it  is  not  unfrequently  urged,  that  it 
has  at  least  the  praise  of  shutting  out  from  society 
& large  number  of  criminals  who  would  otherwise 
be  preying  upon  community,  the  committee  think 
it  right  to  go  into  some  calculations,  which  will 


show,  as  they  think,  that  the  number  of  convicts  at 
liberty  is  much  greater  than  that  of  those  who  are 
in  confinement. 

The  entire  number  of  prisoners  who  have  ^een 
discharged  by  pardon,  w«s  before  stated  at  2,819. 
But  of  those,  it  is  obvious  that  many  would  have 
been  discharged  by  the  expiration  of  their  senten- 
ces, and  that  from  the  residue  a certain  deduction 
must  be  made  for  deaths. 

The  annual  returns  do  not  furnish  the  elements 
from  which  an  accurate  calculation  can  be  made  of 
the  number  of  living  convic  s,  accoedirif  to  ^he 
principles  in  use  among  t'»ose  who  calculate  the 
probable  duration  of  human  life  Rut  the  corr  mit- 
tee  have  attempted  to  find  the  probable  av^-r^ge 
time  of  the  commitments  for  each  year;  in  doing 
which,  they  allow  twenty  years  each  for  the  com- 
plement of  the  lives  of  those  prisoners  who  are  com- 
mitted for  life. 

They  further  find,  on  an  estimate  of  the  death# 
for  twenty  years  past,  that  the  average  number  of 
deaths  is  one  to  every  twenty. seven  prisoners  each 
year,  or  a little  le«s  than  4 per  cent. 

Estimating,  therefore,  the  commitments  of  each 
year  by  their  average  duration, and  deducting  deaths 
according  to  the  aforesaid  ratio,  the  committee  cal- 
culate that  the  number  of  prisoners,  who  ought  to 
have  been  in  confinement  on  the  31st  of  December 
last,  would  be  2,080,  and  as  no  more  than  817  were, 
in  feet,  in  prison,  it  would  follow  that  more  than 
1200  are  at  large.  That  is,  for  two  convicts  who 
are  in  confinement,  there  are  three  at  liberty,  who 
* ught  to  he  in  prison,  if  there  were  prisons  to  con- 
tain  them. 

But  to  show  more  clearly  the  increase  of  our  cri- 
minal population,  it  may  be  interesting  to  estimate, 
if  possible,  what  would  be  the  number  if  the  same 
crimes  were  now  punished  in  the  state  i.rison  as  for- 
merly. In  I8u7,  the  inspectors  stated  that  out  of 
190  committed,  114  were  for  small  offences,  and 
such  ae  have  not  of  late  years,  been  the  subject  of 
imprisonment  in  that  prison.  This  statement  is  the 
only  one  which  the  committee  have  found  upon  the 
subject.  But  if  the  number  is  now  supposed  to  be 
in  the  same  proportion  as  then,  to  higher  offences, 
we  shall  find  an  additional  corps  of  1200,  who  are 
petty  offenders;  and  the  whole  number  of  convicts 
would  be  about  3,300,  But  in  1807  the  number  of 
prisoners  actually  confined  was  430,  so  that  the 
increase  since  that  time,  is  more  tha;'  700  per  c»"nt, 
while  our  population  has  only  increased  in  the  raito 
of 

But  without  including  the  smaller  offences,  it  isr 
obvious  that,  upon  the  present  system,  the  punish- 
ment of  those  who  have  been  actually  discharged 
by  pardon  for  want  of  room,  would  now  require 
two  more  state  prisons,  at  an  expense  of  haif  a mil- 
lion of  dollars,  besides  an  annual  appropriation  of 
more  than  ^100,000,  in  the  whole,  for  their  sup- 
port. 

In  justice  to  our  own  state  it  is  proper  to  observe, 
that  more  than  half  of  our  convicts  are  persons  who 
come  from  foreign  countries  and  neighbouring  states; 
many  of  them  probably  attracted  by  the  hopes  of 
abundant  plunder,  and  some  no  doubt,  by  the  good 
reputation  which  our  state  prison  cannot  fail  to 
have  acquired  in  the  community  of  felons. 

What  is  the  annual  expense  of  supporting  the 
convicts  who  are  in  prison,  has  been  already  stated. 
Bui  if  we  turn  our  attention  to  those  who  are  out 
of  prison,  and  consider  in  what  various  ways  they 
distress  the  community,  by  their  vheft,  forgery, 
fraud,  and  violence  in  all  their  forms;  harassing  the 
toils  of  honest  industry,  and  exhausting  its  earn- 
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ings;  rendering  property  insecure,  and  protection 
expensive;  we  must  admit  that  the  tax  paid  for 
the  supon  of  the  prisoners,  is  one  of  the  least  evils 
of  the  extension  of  criminality. 

Facts  that  are  public  and  notorious  confirm  the 
committee  in  the  view  they  take  of  this  subject. 
Our  newspapers  teem  with  relations  of  crimes  of 
every  dye.  Our  cites,  villages,  and  manufacto- 
ries are  frequently  in  flames;  and  to  find  secreted 
combustibles  is  no  uncommon  occurrence.  It  is  un- 
derstood  that  connected  bands  of  horse  stealers 
and  counterfeiters,  extend  from  Car  ada  through  se- 
veral parts  of  the  union.  The  mails  of  the  United 
Stares  no  longer  aflbrd  security.  Felonies  that  af- 
fect the  stability  of  our  monied  institutions  are  be- 
coming common;  and  the  forgery  of  b .nk  paper  is 
an  art  so  perfected  as  to  deceive  the  banks. 

The  committee  hesitate  not  to  state  their  opini- 
on, that  a government  which  fails  to  repress  such  a 
course  of  criminality,  fails  also  in  its  highest  duty 
— that  of  protection.  Tiie.y  are  equally  ciear  in  the 
opinion,  that,  after  having  for  < wemy-fiv  ^ years  em- 
ployed our  sympathies  and  resources  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  criminal  part  of  society,  it  is  now  our 
duty  to  look  to  the  innocent:  and  that  the  indus 
trious  classes  preyed  upon  by  the  convicts  who  are 
out  of  prison  and  taxed  for  the  support  of  these  who 
are  within,  and  suff  ering  from  the  insecurity  of  all 
their  means  and  earnings,  are  now  fit  objects  of  our 
care. 

In  considering  a system  of  punishments,  the  com- 
Kiittee  inave  had  no  doubt  that  the  question  ought 
to  be  simply  **tvhat  will  be  most  effectual  for  the  pro- 
tection of  society  under  the  given  circumsta7icesP*’ 
Punishments  too  severe  are  to  be  equally  avoided 
with  those  that  are  too  mild,  for  they  equally  fail  of 
the  object.  But  the  committee  assert  ihe  right  of 
society  to  protect  itself  by  any  such  means  as  may 
be  most  efficient;  and  they  deny  that  the  criminal 
who  makes  war  upon  mankind,  has,  in  this  respect, 
any  rights  which  are  not  subordinate  to  the  higher 
rights  of  the  injured  community. 

Punishment  is  not  for  revenge;  and,  rightly  con- 
sidered, it  has  less  reference  to  the  subject  of  it  than 
to  the  spectators.  That  punishment  would  be  most 
proper,  which,  with  the  least  suffering  and  pain  in- 
flicted up  .n  the  recipient,  should  make  the  strong- 
est impression  upon  the  public  mind. 

But  to  make  any  impression  upon  the  minds  of 
either  convicts  orthepublic,  there  must  ho  suffering; 
and  lo  makt  any  adequate  vca^vo&sxon^  such  suffering 
as  will  excite  feelings  of  terror:  and  the  highest 
and  best  purpose  of  punishment  is  only  there  well 
answered,  when  the  mode  of  punishment  inspires 
the  minds  of  observers,  especially  of  youth,  with  a 
salutary  horror  of  the  consequences  of  criminality. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  individual  opinion  of 
the  committee,  they  have  borne  in  mind  that  noth- 
ing can  be  made  affectual,  which  the  public  senti- 
ment does  not  sanction.  They  have  further  consi 
dered  the  necessity  of  putting  an  end  to  that  waste- 
ful course  of  expendimre,  which  for  so  many  years 
has  exhausted  the  resources  of  the  state  upon  pri- 
sons and  prisoners;  and  they  have  concluded  that 
more,  perhaps,  cannot  usefully  be  done  at  present, 
than  to  begin  a reformation  which  future  legisla 
tures  raa};  in  their  wisdom  perfect,  as  time  and  ex- 
perience shall  enable  them. 

The  mosi  important  alteration  which  they  have 
to  recommend,  is  the  abandonment  of  iabour'as  an 
engine  of  punishment,  and  the  substitution  of  se- 
vere bu.  short  confinement,  in  cells,  with  solitude, 
silence,  darkness,  and  stinted  food  of  coarse  quali- 
ty. With  the  abandonment  of  labor  in  any  prison, 


may  be  give  up  a vast  and  expensive  list  of  shops, 
implements,  inventories  of  -stock  and  bad  debts, 
with  the  expenses  of  a guard;  a separate  rgent  may 
be  dispensed  with,  and  a diminution  of,  perhaps, 
half,  effected  in  the  expenses  of  rraions  for  the  pri- 
-ioners.  The  necessary  expense  of  keeping  1000 
prisoners  in  one  prison,  will  then  be  a small  amount 
for  each. 

On  the  subject  of  expense,  however,  the  com- 
inittee  have  gone  into  some  calculations,  the  results 
of  which,  they  hope  will  not  be  too  prolix  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  senate. 

According  to  the  report  from  the  Auburn  prison, 
tlie  committee  understand  that,  down  to  the  last 
year,  there  have  been  constructed  285  cells  for 
soVuary  confinement,  at  an  expense  of  about  §22,- 
000,  making  something  less  than  ^80  for  each  cell. 

An  eminent  master  builder  has  been  engaged  to 
make  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  building  cells 
in  the  yard  of  the  state  prison  at  New-York,  and 
he  has  furnished  the  committee  with  a very  detailed 
and  satisfactory  calculation,  shewing  that  a block 

144  ceiiS  will  there  cost  about  §24,000,  or  §166 
to  each  cell. 


It  appeal's  by  the  Auburn  report,  that  the  rations 
for  the  prisoners,  are  furnished  at  4 1-2  cents  each, 
(not  including  the  hospital,)  and  that  they  consist 
of  a full  supply  of  good  provisions,  equal  to  the  ar- 
ray rations.  T ose  at  New-York  are  now  furnished 
at  six  cents  each,  and  the  committee  presume  are 
equally  sufficient  in  quantity,  and  good  in  quality. 

It  is  believed  to  be  no  unreasonable  estimate,  if 
we  suppose  that  prisoners  in  close  confinement, 
without  exercise,  and  intentionally  stinted  as  to 
food,  (and  that  food  of  coarse  quality,)  may  be  fed 
at  half  the  above  prices  respectively.  The  experi- 
ments of  count  Rumford  upon  the  economy  of  food 
and  preparation  would  tend  to  the  same  conclusion. 

In  solitary  confinement  there  need  be  very  little 
or  no  expense  for  clothing;  in  a great  majority  of 
cases  their  own  clothing  will  be  sufficient,  especially 
as  the  time  of  imprisonment  is  intended  to  be  short. 

But  the  greatest  saving  in  both  prisons  will  be 
in  dispensing  with  the  guards^  which,  in  the  two 
prisons  together,  now  cost  about  10,000  dollars  an- 
nually. 

Assuming  these  data,  therefore,  the  committee 
offer  the  following  calculation  of  the  expense  of 
keeping  500  prisoners  in  solitary  confinement  in 
New-York,  and  500  more  at  Auburn: 


Estimate  for  500  prisoners  in  JVew-York. 


182,500  rations,  at  3 cents 
Hospital,  suppose 

5,475 

1,000 

Fuel,  suppose 

1,000 

Offeers,  viz.; 

1,400  00 

1 Agent  and  keeper 

1 Clerk 

600  00 

Deputy-Keeper 

600  00 

12  Tui-nkeys,  500 

6,000  00 

Board  or  Physicians 

250  00 

Chaplain 

250  00 

9,100 


00 

00 

00 


00 


16,575  00 


Which  gives  to  each  convict  an 
annual  expense  of  33  15 

Add  for  the  interest  of  the  cost 
of  a cell,  at  7 per  cent.  11  62 

Slaking  for  jach  prisoner,  which,  however 
is  exclusive  of  the  fees  of  sheriffs  and  ex- 
penses of  prosecution,  and  of  the  county  - ■ ■■  ■■ 
expenses  before  conviction,  §44  75 
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Estimate  for  500  prisoners  at  Auburn. 
182,500  rutions,  at  2 1-2  cents  4,106  25 

Ho  pital,  suppose  1 000  00 

Fuel,  suppose  600  00 


Officers y viz. 

Ag-ent  and  keeper 
Clerk 

Deputy  keeper 
12  Turnk’^ys,  at  350 
Hoard  of  Physicians 
Chaplain 


1,000  00 
600  00 
750  00 
4,200  00 
100  00 
150  00 

6,800  00 


12,406  25 

Which  makes  for  each  prisoner,  24  81 

Add  for  interest  of  the  cost  of  a cell,  at 

7 per  cent.  6 60 

Total  amount  of  expense  of  a prisoner  at 
Auburn,  exclusive  of  the  fees  of  sheriffs 

and  expenses  of  prosecution,  and  the  

county  expenses  before  conviction,  30  41 

From  this  statement  it  would  appear  that  the 
cheapness  of  living  makes  a difference  of  about  one 
third  in  favor  of  Auburn;  and  it  is  also  obvious, 
that  if  all  our  prisoners  could  be  confined  under  the 
care  of  one  set  of  officers,  it  would  produce  a fur- 
ther saving.  But  to  countervail  that  saving,  the 
expense  of  transporting  the  convicts  (the  greatest 
number  of  whom  always  come  from  the  city  of 
Xew-York,)  must  be  taken  into  the  account.  Up- 
on the  whole  view  of  this  subject,  therefore,  the 
committee  do  not  doubt  but  it  will  be  the  perma- 
nent policy  of  this  state  to  preserve  a prison  in  or 
near  New-Vork. 

There  will  always  be  a certain  number  of  crimi- 
nals whose  arts  and  practices  are  so  dangerous 
to  society,  that  they  ought  never  to  be  left  at  large. 
But  if  sucii  convicts  are  imprisoned  for  life,  it  would 
be  too  vindictive  to  submit  them  to  the  severe 
treatment  intended  for  other  criminals,  whose  term 
of  confinement  would  be  shorter.  They  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  allowed  labor,  but  that  labor 
should  still  be  severe-,  and  even  then  it  sliould  be 
allowed  ordy  as  a fi.vor,  and  upon  the  strict  condi- 
tion of  their  earning  their  subsistence. 

Should  the  system  recommended  by  your  commit- 
tee, go  into  operation,  they  hope  and  believe  that 
the  number  of  these  prisoners  for  life  will  not  be 
very  large. 

As  the  system  so  long  and  fully  established  in  the 
New-Yoik  prison,  will  [with  some  increase  of  seve- 
rity] answer  the  intended  purpose,  the  committee 
think  that  the  present  manufacturing  establishments 
in  that  prison  should  be  continued.  But  the>  beg 
to  be  understood  as  recommending  this,  merely  as 
a necessary  alleviation  of  imprisonment  f^or  life,  and 
not  at  all  as  partaking  of  the  nature  of  punishment. 

At  the  same  time  the  committee  think  it  desira- 
ble, that,  so  soon  as  the  funds  of  the  stale  will  allow 
it,  there  should  be  built  in  the  New-York  prison  a 
block  of  about  200  solitary  cells,  which  may  be 
done,  either  by  taking  out  the  floors  and  partitions 
in  some  part  of  the  old  prison,  and  replacing  them 
with  cells,  or  by  a new  building.  So  soon  as  this 
system  shall  have  gone  fully  into  eflect  in  New 
York,  and  the  number  of  W’orkiiig  prisoners  shall 
have  become  considerably  reduced,  the  committee 
suppose  that  the  guard  will  be  dispensed  with, 
which  will  make  a saving  of  nearly  7000  dollars  a 
year.  But  as  an  additional  security,  they  would 
make  it  death  for  any  prisoner  who  is  allowed  to 
work,  to  break  the  prison,  or  escape  from  it. 


On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  plan  which  the  com- 
mittee would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  legislature  is,  that  prisoners  from 
any  part  of  the  state  may  be  sent  to  either  prison; 
those  for  life  to  New-York,  at  labor;  those  for  li- 
mited terms  of  coiffinerrent,  to  the  solitary  cells, 
and  of  course  to  Auburn,  except  so  many  from  the 
southern  counties  as  there  may  be  solitary  cells  for 
in  the  New'-York  prison. 

As  to  the  economy  of  this  proceeding,  there  is 
one  other  consideration  which  the  committee  wish 
to  present.  It  may  be  seen  from  the  foregoing 
statements,  that  the  average  number  of  prisoners 
for  six  years  past  being  745,  and  the  average  ex- 
pense of  transportation  ^9704,  it  follo  ws  that  the 
average  of  expense  upon  the  prisoners  is  at  the 
rate  of  about  thirteen  dollars  each,  per  year,  for 
carrying  them  to  prison.  Now  the  interest  of  the 
money  necessary  to  build  a solitary  cell,  even  in 
New-York,  has  already  been  shown  to  be  but  SH 
62.  The  committee  believe  that  the  expense  of 
transportation  may  be  diminished,  and  they  intend 
to  propose  it.  But  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  terms 
of  imprisonment  shall  be  shortened,  and  numbers 
of  those  who  are  now  at  large  shall  be  returned  for 
second  and  third  offences,  as  may  be  expected,  it 
will  probably  follow,  at  firsts  that  the  number  to  be 
transported  will  be  increased. 

If  this  should  be  so,  it  would  furnish  an  additional 
motive  on  the  source  of  economy,  for  building  the 
cells  in  New-York  as  soon  as  possible;  because  the 
annual  expense  of  transporting  the  prisoners  w’ill 
still  farther  exceed  the  animal  interest  of  the  cost 
of  cells  for  them.  And  the  committee  think  it 
certain  that  the  annual  expense  of  transportation 
will  be  increased,  till  the  efficacy  of  the  intended 
system  shall  be  felt  in  deferring  criminals  from 
crimes,  or  driving  them  off  to  other  states  and 
countries,  from  whence  ihe  majorpartof  them  came. 

On  this  subject  of  expense  the  committee  beg  to 
be  indulged  in  making  another  remark,  to  show 
how  considerable,  even  at  the  lowest,  is  the  cost  to 
which  a felon  subjects  the  state. 

The  foregoing  estimate  for  the  annual  ex- 
pense of  a prisoner  in  a solitary  cell,  in  the 
New-York  prison, is  1^44  75 

Do.  average  of  transportation,  13 

Do.  of  other  expenses  by  sheriffs,  not  sus- 
ceptible of  exact  calculation,  but  suppose 
half  of  the  last  6 5t» 

Do.  of  district  attorneys  for  prosecution,  by 
calculation,  according  to  the  averageof  the 
last  six  years  18  00 

Expenses  to  the  county  before  conviction, 
including  the  charges  of  commitment, 
board  in  jail,  compensation  to  poor  wit- 
nesses, &.C.  &c.  These  charges  are  not 
susceptible  of  any  calculation,  but  can 
hardly  be  conjectured  to  be  less  than  20  09 

102  25 


Then  it  appears  that  every  profligate  who  choo- 
ses to  commit  a crime,  can  subject  this  community 
to  a taxation  of  more  than  lOO  dollars  for  bis  sup- 
port a year;  and  that  our  800  convicts,  whose  sup- 
port now  comes  to  nearly  200  dollars  each  per  an- 
num, will  still,  after  every  practicable  diminution 
of  expense,  cost  as  much  money  as  would  prepare 
800  of  the  youth  of  our  country  for  lives  of  public 
usefulness,  by  an  education  at  the  colleges. 

The  contemplated  alteration  in  the  method  of 
punishment  will  require  that  laws  on  that  subject 
should  be  re-modelled;  and  the  committee  think 
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they  may  be  greaily  simplified.  Tiiey  cannot  pre- 
ceive  the  reason  of  the  many  and  various  grades  of 
punishment  which  we  *iave  enacted,  wlien  probably 
no  human  discernment  can  so  graduate  the  turpi- 
tude of  crimes,  as  to  snow  why  any  given  offence 
among  so  many,  should  receive  such  or  such  a par- 
ticular measure  of  iaflidion,  rather  than  one  a little 
greater  or  a little  less. 

The  committee,  therefore,  propose  that  for 
crimes  above  petty  larceny,  not  punishable  with 
deatli,  there  be  but  three  grades  of  punishment; 
and  accordingly  they  throw  all  offences,  punishable 
by  the  stale  prison,  into  three  clashes,  namely — the 
highest,siCiA  lowest,  and  an  intermediate  class,  between 
those  extremes. 

They  propose,  also,  that  there  be  three  grades  of 
punishment  in  the  cells,  as  particularly  specified  in 
the  bill  they  intend  to  offer;  and  that  the  court  pas- 
sing sentence  have  power,  according  to  the  nature 
and  aggravation  of  the  case,'  to  subject  the  offender 
to  either  grade  of  punishment,  bu  not  to  control 
the  duration  of  it,  which  is  always  to  be  fixed 
within  certain  limits,  by  law. 

They  propose  farmer,  that  convicts  in  the  New 
York  prison,  who  are  permitted  to  labor,  should  be 
subjected  to  a more  rigorous  discipline,  with  coar- 
ser food,  but  in  plenty,  till  the  net  income  shai. 
meet  the  expenses  of  food  and  clotlilng. 

The  committee  are  fully  persuaded  that  this  ob- 
ject is  easily  aUainable,  and  they  recommend  that  ii 
be  imperatively  required.  And  they  here  observe 
that  a further  reason  for  keeping  all  the  laboring 
convicts  in  New-Yorkis,  that  food  of  a coarse  quali- 
ty can  always  be  there  procured  at  a very  low  rate, 
whereas  in  the  country  no  such  selection  of  food 
can  be  made. 

The  committee  recommend  that  no  manufactures 
be  carried  on  in  the  Auburn  prison,  unless  perhaps 
to  furnish  , the  convicts  with  clotning. 

They  also  propose  that  the  laws  should  be  so 
amended  that  convicts  may  be  sent  from  litiy  pan  of 
the  state  to  either  prison,  according  to  the  intend- 
ed mode  of  punishment,  and  having  reference  also 
to  the  room  which  either  prison  may,  from  time  to 
time,  afford;  and  the  better  to  enable  the  courts  to 
know  the  state  of  the  prisons  in  these  respects,  that 
returns  of  the  number  of  prisoners,  and  of  vacant 
rooms  and  cells,  be  furnished  regularly  to  the  clerks 
of  courts. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  regulations  if  adopted,  would 
enable  the  courts  so  to  regulate  the  place,  duration, 
and  severity  of  punishmeni,  that  pardons  will  not 
become  necessary  for  want  of  room  in  the  prisons. 

In  pursuance  of  these  ideas,  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  recommend  that  a sufficient  appropriation 
be  made  to  finish  the  block  of  cells  begun  at  Au- 
burn, and  not  only  so,  but  to  finish  it  in  one  season. 
From  the  information  of  some  very  respectable  and 
ju4icious  men  concerned  in  the  government  of  that 
prison,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  the  necessa- 
ry intermixture  of  mechanics  and  laborers  with  t!ie 
prisoners  while  building  is  going  on,  tends  to  the 
destruction  of  all  discipline;  and  unless,  therefore, 
the  cells  are  finished  during  the  coming  season,  the 
operation  of  the  system  proposed,  must  be  deferred 
for  two  years;  and  in  the  mean  time  it  is  probable 
that  the  prison  will  overflow  with  numbers.  The 
views  of  the  committee  as  to  building  of  solitary 
cells  in  the  New-York  prison,  also  have  been  already 
expressed.  When  these  improvements  are  once 
completed,  the  committee  hope  that  our  penal 
system  may  be  so  administered  as  to  require  no  ad- 
ditional state  prisons,  and  but  a moderate  annual 
expense.  They  cannot  doubt  that  the  operation  of 


the  system  will  greatly  diminish  the  nun  ber  of  cri- 
minals. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  suggestion 
of  the  inspectors  at  Auburn,  relative  to  tl.e  appoint- 
ment by  the  legislature,  of  an  annual  committee  to 
visi'  both  prisons,  is  well  Wtmthy  of  attention.  In 
tl  is  way,  uniformity  of  discipline  might  be  introduc- 
ed, and  the  improvements  in  either  prison  be  ex- 
tended to  the  other.  Besides  which,  your  com- 
mittee believe  that  the  authority  of  a legisl. . ive 
committee  would  be  more  competent  to  introduce 
the  necessary  rigour  of  discipline  and  strictness  of 
economy,  than  that  of  the  local  inspector  can  be. 

The  inquiries  of  th€  committee  have  most  abun- 
dantly saiisfied  them  that  the  practice  of  allowing  vi- 
sitants  to  see  the  interior  of  the  prison  and  the  pri- 
soners, is  of  most  injurious  consequence.  From 
the  amount  received  for  ticket  fees,  it  would  seem 
that  nearly  8,000  persons  in  a year,  or  about  twenty 
per  day,  had  been  admitted.  This,  to  the  prisoners, 
must  be  a continual  amusement,  besides  the  facili- 
tie.s  which  it  cannot  fail  to  afford  for  improper  com- 
munications 

The  committee  recommend  that  all  visitants  be 
rigorously  excluded,  except  in  special  cases,  to  be 
allowed  of  by  the  inspectors;  and  that  spectators 
bp  only  permitted  to  view  the  cells  through  grat- 
i'jg.s  in  the  outer  walls. 

They  recommend  that  in  each  prison  a chaplain 
and  physician  be  employed;  that,  on  a proper  certi- 
ficate f om  the  physician,  convicts,  whose  health  is 
svifFering,  may  be  released  temporarily  from  the 
cells,  the  period  of  wi  ich  release  shall  be  added  to 
that  of  their  imprisonment;  and  that  the  prisoners 
be  allowed  such  books  of  religious  instruction  as 
shall  be  authorized,  on  the  tecommendation  oP^the 
chaplain,  by  the  inspectors,  but  no  other  books. 

The  committee  further  recommend  that  provi- 
sion be  made  for  the  building  of  solitary  cells  at  vhe 
jails  of  the  respective  counties;  and  \hat  the  courts, 
in  their  discretion,  have  powder  to  order  criminals 
to  be  confined  in  those  cells,  and  that  the  expense 
of  their  sustenance,  not  exceeding  the  expense  of 
rations  at  Auburn,  be  a charge  against  the  slate 
treasury. 

It  appears  that  the  officers  of  the  New-York  pri- 
son hiive  for  years  supposed  that  they  had  not  the 
power  incident,  by  common  law,  to  every  prison- 
keeper,  to  correct  his  prisoner,  within  reasonable 
bounds,  for  misbehavior,  and,  on  some  application 
to  the  legislature,  it  has  been  alleged  that  this  doc- 
trine Was  indirectly  countenanced. 

If  such  is  the  doctrine,  it  is  wonderful  that  the 
prisoners  do  not  hold  out  at  least  a divided  rule 
with  their  keepers  in  the  prison.  But,  while  the 
committee  deny  that  the  legislature  have  question- 
ed the  power,  they  recommend  that  a declaratory 
clause  be  enacted,  confirming  it. 

The  last  important  amendment,  which  the  com- 
mittee have  to  recommend,  relates  to  the  detection 
of  former  offenders,  who  are  often  indicted  and 
sentenced  for  punishment,  a.s  for  a first  offence, 
though,  when  they  arrive  at  the  prison,  they  are  re.- 
cognized  as  ancient  guests.  In  a neighboring  state 
they  have  a regulation  by-  which  the  attorney  ge- 
neral is,  in  such  case,  to  file  an  information  on  which 
the  prisoner  is  put  on  trial,  merely  to  receive  ilie 
enhanced  punishment  due  to  him  as  a former  of- 
fender. The  committee  recommend  the  adoption 
of  a similar  law. 

In  the  bill  which  the  committee  have  prepared 
for  the  cosideration  of  the  senate,  are  contained 
some  additions  to,  and  alterations  of,  the  criminal 
code,  which  will  best  appear  from  the  bill  itself; 
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»nd  they  begj  leave  to  observe  that  in  the  frarpinp 
of  that  bill  they  have  derived  the  greatest  aid  fron> 
a very  able  report  upon  the  criminal  law,  and  from 
a bill,  which  were  drawn  by  a gentlmen  now  hold- 
ing an  executive  office,  and  by  him  reported  in  the 
year  1819  to  the  assembly,  of  which  he  was  then  a 
member. 

The  committee  have  prepared  a bill  in  confor 
mity  with  the  views  herein  expressed,  and  have  in- 
structed their  chairman  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  the 
same. 

Duty  on  Books. 

In  senate  of  the  United  States,  January  8,  1822. 

The  committee  on  finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  trustees  of  the  Tra  sylva- 
nia  university,  signed  by  Thomas  J'-flerson,  pray- 
ing for  a repeal  of  the  duties  on  books  imported 
into  the  United  States, 

RKPORT: 

That  the  act  of  congress  of  the  2rth  April,  1816, 
establishing  the  existing  tariff,  has  included  books 
amo  >g  the  unenumerated  articles,  at  an  acf  valorem 
of  15  per  cent. 

The  second  secdon  of  that  act  exempts  from  du- 
ty “all  articles  for  the  use  of  the  United  States, 
philosophical  apparatus,  instruments,  books,  maps, 
statues,  bests,  casts,  paintings,  drawings,  engrav 
ings,  specimens  of  sculpture,  cabinets  of  coins, 
gems,  tiiedals,  and  all  other  collections  of  antiqui- 
■ ties.s  a uary,  modelling,  painting, drawing,  etching, 
or  engraving,  specially  imported  by  order  and  for 
the  use  of  any  society  incorporated  for  philosophi- 
cal or  literary  purposes,  or  for  the  encouragement 
of  ’be  tine  arts,  or  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  any 

semina-'y  of  learning^* 

l o justify  an  encroachment  upon  this  tariff,  by 
the  exe.T.puon  of  particular  articles,  we  should  con- 
sider I'.s  effects,  and  understand  its  bearing  upon 
the.  eneral  system.  It  s possible  that  the  exer  p 
tion  required  would  be  chiefly  felt  in  the  price  of 
the  article  exempted,  and  the  manufacuire  ot  paper 
and  printing  types;  and  that  its  influence  would  be 
imperceptible  or  trifling  upon  the  other  branches  of 
enierprize  and  industry.  It  may  then  be  consi- 
dered in  its  operations  upon  the  manufactures,  the 
revenue  and  the  consumption. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  has  placed 
authors  under  the  protection  of  congress.  Essen- 
tial  to  this  protection  is  the  encouragement  of 
printing  Could  foreigners  maintain  a successful 
competition  with  the  American  publisher,  the  Ame- 
rican author  would  experience  embarrassment  and 
disappointment;  foreign  books  would  inundate  the 
literary  market,  and  even  his  own  productions  from 
a foreign  press  might  be  made  to  impair,  if  not  de- 
feat his  exclusive  right. 

The  art  of  prin  ing  in  the  United  States  is  rapid- 
ly advancing  to  its  highest  perfection. — Samples 
have  already  been  produced,  which  will  scarcely 
suffer  by  comparison  with  the  best  specimens  of 
other  nations.  Still  the  art  has  to  encounter  em- 
barrassments. Comparatively,  our  capital  is  small, 
labor  high,  and  our  skill  not  perfect  Such  is  our 
enterprize,  that  American  competition  has  already 
done  much  to  diminish  profit  and  impede  success 
Remove  this  protecting  duty,  and  foreigners,  parti- 
cularly the  British,  who  speak  the  same  language, 
whose  labor  is  cheap,  and  skill  matured,  may  over- 
whelm our  market,  and  become  the  exclusive  book 
makers  for  the  United  States. 

Connected  with  this,  is  the  duty  on  paper.  The 
manufacturer  of  this  principal  arti9le  of  the  print- 


er’s consumption  is  pro' ected  by  an  ad  valorem  o f 
thirty  per  cent.  So  long  as  this  operates  aS  a pro- 
tection  to  the  psper  maker,  it  is  a tax  on  the  book 
mak  r.  By  ^his  partial  interference,  you  leave  the 
burden,  while  you  remove  the  equivalent. 

The  ma  lufacture  of  printing  types  in  the  United 
States  i«  of  recent  origin:  such,  however,  has  been 
its  progress,  that,  in  1816,  congress  determined 
tliat  the  manufacturer  required,  and  the  consumer 
could  sustain,  an  impost  of  twenty  five  per  cent. 
But,  inasmuch  as  this  art  may  be  considered  as  still 
in  its  infancy,  the  competition  at  home  will  not, 
for  a long  time,  create  a depression  of  the  price, 
and  this  duty  will,  consequently,  remain  a tax  on 
American  printing. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  apprehended 
that  it  would  be  unequal,  impolitic  and  unjust,  to 
single  out  this  important  branch  of  industry,  strip 
it  of  all  protection,  and  leave  it  to  struggle  with 
powerful  competitors,  to  its  serious  embarrassment, 
and  probable  destruction. 

But  the  protector  of  the  manufacturer,  and  the 
burden  upon  the  consumer,  are  not  our  only  ob- 
jects of  consideration  in  establishirrg  a tariff  on 
importations.  It  is  onr  principal,  and,  ordinarily, 
our  only  source  of  revenue  Flourishing  as  our 
revenues  are  said  to  be,  it  seems  to  be  agreed 
that  we  have  no  money  to  spare.  “Loans,  which 
consume  the  future,”  have  become  necessary,  and 
rigorous  economy  and  retrenchment  must  be  en- 
joined and  pr  ctised,  to  prevent  a recurrence  to  this 
pernicious  expedient. 

rhe  exemption  required  would  probably  dimi- 
nish the  revenue  beyond  the  amount  of  the  duty 
repealed.  Should  American  printing  diminisli,  it 
would  cause  a corresponding  diminution  of  the  ma- 
terials of  consumption;  and  the  import  on  paper 
and  types  would  probably  vanish  almost  cotempo- 
raneously  with  that  on  books.  It  ought,  moreover, 
to  be  noti^-ed,  that  in  England  there  is  a bounty  or 
d.'awback  on  the  exportation  of  British  books  of 
three  pence  sterling  on  the  pound  weight.  Now,  inas- 
much as  our  duty  is  ad  valorem,  and  their  bounty  is 
specific,  not  according  to  the  value,  but  the  weight 
of  the  book-;  their  cheap  editions  may  be  imported' 
into  the  United  States  at  a premium  which  will 
about  balance  our  duty  of  yf/ieen  percent.  Their 
more  expensive  editions  aiid  all  books  in  foreign 
languages,  are  chiefly  wanted  for  our  literary  in- 
stitutions, and  for  these,  they  are  already  free. 
The  inquiry  then  is,  what  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity requires  this  repeal?  Every  college,  academy, 
and  other  seminary,  and  every  corporation  for  lite- 
rary purposes  is  now  exempt.  All  members  and 
students  of  these  institutions  are  consequently  ex- 
onerated of  the  burden  of  this  tax.  The  question 
recurs,  who  is  to  experience  the  benefit  of  the  ex- 
emption? Surely  not  the  instructors  nor  students 
in  the  higher  branches  of  literature,  for  they  are 
already  relieved;  certainly  not  the  members  of  our 
common  schools,  for  ordinary  British  editions  are 
compensated  by  a bounty;  American  schools  books, 
are  plenty  and  cheap,  and  those  in  foreign  lan- 
guages are  not  required  for  general  use.  And  it  is 
equ  lly  certain  that  our  manufactories  forbid  it, 
and  our  treasury  can  scarcely  afford  it.  None  then 
but  the  professional  gentleman  who  can  afford  to 
extend  his  library  beyond  the  resources  of  Ame- 
rican publishers,  or  the  scholar  of  wealth  and  lei- 
sure, who  would  indulge  his  taste  in  selecting  the 
most  elegant  and  expensive  editions  of  foreign  au- 
thors, can  be  interested  in  its  favor.  And  is  it 
pedient  at  this  time,  to  interpose  Mts  relief. 
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To  tax  foreign  luxuries  is  a dictate  of  the  sound- 
est policy.  Expensive  and  highly  finished  editions 
are  as  much  a luxury  as  any  other  extravagant  ex- 
penditure. A moderate  duty  on  such  books,  to  be 
limited  almost  exclusively  to  gentlemen  of  wealth, 
could  never  subject  us  to  the  imputation  of  an  in- 
difference to  education.  Few  nations,  perhaps, 
have  done  more  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge. 
In  the  endowments  and  support  of  primary  schools 
we  are  second  to  none.  Great  Britain  exacts  an 
impost  on  all  imported  books,  and  allows  a bounty 
on  the  exportation  of  her  own.  France  exacts  a 
specific  duty  of  one  hundred  francs  per  hundred 
killogrammes  on  books  in  the  French  language. 
To  those  reprinted  from  French  editions  is  added 
fifty  per  cent,  and  pirated  editions  are  entirely 
prohibited.  There  is,  however,  a deduction  of  fifty 
per  cent,  for  scientific  memoirs^  and  of  ninety  per 
cent,  for  books  in  the  dead  or  foreign  languages. 
Spain  admits  free  of  duty,  books,  maps,  and  charts, 
on  the  subject  of  navigation,  when  introduced  for 
'purposes  of  instruction.  But  we  have  surpassed 
them,  and  have  not  improbably  exceeded  the  limits 
of  a sound  and  enlightened  policy. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  English  is  our  native 
and  ordinary  langugge^  It  is  spoken  as  universally 
and  purely  as  in  England  itself.  But  lately  we 
were  a part  of  the  British  empire;  from  thence  we 
have  derived  many  of  our  habits,  customs  and  laws. 
Westill  esteem  Great  Britain  eminent  in  arts,  sci- 
ences,  policy  and  power.  Our  principal  and  subor- 
dinate seminaries  of  learning  are  chiefly  furnished 
with  British  books  and  our  youth  are  taught  by 
British  authors,  wedded  to  their  own  institutions, 
and  exultingly  proud  of  their  country,  constitution 
and  laws.  These  means  of  a foreign  influence  have 
long  been  perceived,  and  have  excited  the  jea- 
lousy of  grave  and  intelligent  politicians.  Our  go 
vernment  is  peculiar  to  ourselves,  and  our  books 
of  instruction  should  be  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
the  government,  and  the  genius  of  the  people. — In 
the  best  of  foreign  books,  we  are  liable  to  m.eet 
with  criticisms  and  comparisons  not  very  flattering 
to  the  American  people.  In  American  editions  of 
these,  the  ofl'eiisive  or  illiberal  parts  are  expunged 
or  explained,  and  the  work  is  adapted  to  the  exi 
gencies  and  taste  of  an  American  reader.  But 
withdraw  the  protection  which  our  tariff  affords, 
our  channels  of  instruction  will  be  foreign,  our 
youth  will  imbibe  sentiments,  form  attachments, 
and  acquire  habits  of  thinking  adverse  to  our  pros- 
perity, unfriendly  to  our  government,  and  danger- 
ous to  our  liberties.  Your  committee,  therefore, 
recommend  the  following  resolution: 

fiesolved,  I’hat  it  is,  at  this  time,  inexpedient  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  books. 


Culture  and  use  of  the  Bene  Plant. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  AMERICAN  FARMER. 

Rose-Hill,  JSTov.  1821. 

Sir — A variety  of  causes  have  prevented  that 
prompt  attention  to  your  Philadelphia  correspon- 
dent,  which  the  importance  of  his  inquiry  demand- 
ed, and  the  politeness  of  his  address  entitled  him  to. 

In  the  winter  of  1812  and  *13,  I resided,  with  my 
daughter, in  Georgia.  The  soil,  trees,  shrubs,  plants, 
course  of  crops,  and  mode  of  cultivation,  were  all 
different  from  what  1 had  been  accustomed  to. — 
Every  thing  was  new  to  me,  except  the  manners 
and  habits  of  the  people  v/ith  whom  I associated. — 
They  neither  had  big  bouses  or  big  barns,  but,  like 
the  inhabitants  of  Maryland,  their  hospitality  was 


unbounded,  to  all  who  either  deserved  or  stood  in 
need  of  their  attention. 

At  the  house  of  my  valued  friend  John  McQueen, 
esq.  of  Oailands,  the  bene  plant  was  first  made 
known  to  me.  It  was  about  the  last  of  Feb.  that, 
dining  with  him,  he  requested  my  opinion  of  a bowl 
of  fine  cabbage  lettuce;  it  deserved  all  the  praise 
which  1 gave  lo  the  vegetable,  as  well  as  to  the 
dressing  when  Mr,  McQueen,  smiling,  informed 
me  that  the  oil  was  of  his  own  produce,  from  w hat 
made,  and  the  value  of  the  crop. 

Captivated  by  the  idea  of  introducing  to  the  al- 
most deserted,  poor,  sandy  districts  on  the  shores 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  a crop  which 
should  be  as  lucrative  as  the  wheat  of  our  best 
lands,  and  flattering  myself  that  I might  be  the  in- 
strument of  stopping  a ruinous  emigration  from 
these  poor  lands  to  the  west,  I procured  and  brought 
home  with  me  about  two  quarts  of  seed. 

This  plant  was  first  brought  to  the  south  by  Afri- 
can negroes,  who  cultivate  it  in  their  patches  as  a 
valuable  and  important  ingredient  in  their  pottages, 
being  first  moderately  roasted  The  seed,  from 
which  the  oil  is  made,  is  of  the  shape  and  about 
the  size  of  the  alkukeregi,  or  winter  cherry,  and 
is  pleasant  to  chew,  even  in  a raw  state.  The  pod 
which  contains  the  seed,  is  shaped  like,  and  much 
about  the  size  of,  a tobacco  pod.  These  pods  do 
not  ripen  all  at  the  same  time,  but  in  succession, 
like  the  cotton  and  ocra;  and,  when  ripe,  must  be 
gathered,  or  they  will  open  and  the  seed  shatter 
out;  they  may  be  easily  gathered  by  children  and 
infirm  persons. 

Experimentalist,  as  I acknowledge  myself  to  be, 
the  introduction  of  the  bene  appeared  so  desira- 
ble, that  only  a few  seed  was  wasted,  by  attempting 
late  in  the  season  to  grow^  it  at  this  place.  But  in 
order  to  make  the  most  of  it,  parcels  were  placed 
in  tlie  hands  of  Mr.  Ridgely,  chancellor  of  Dela- 
ware, doctor  Sykes,  a distinguished  physician  of 
Dover,  and  many  others  whose  names  are  not  recol- 
lected; all  promised  attention,  but  no  report  has 
ever  been  made  to  the  public  or  me,  respecting  their 
success. 

Mr.  McQueen  v/^s  with  his  family  last  summer,  as 
the  Saratoga  springs,  and  he  WTote  from  thence  as 
follow's; 

‘ Upon  my  return  home,  I w'ill  send  you  half  a bu- 
shel bene  seed,  and  a box  of  oil  that  has  been  made 
ten  years;  we  use  no  other  kind,  and  think  it  as  good 
as  at  the  first.  I think  this  plant  will  succeed  in  your 
climate,  as  the  ocra  and  tamatoes  have  done,  as  it 
seeds  in  time  with  us,  if  sown  early  in  July. — 
Warm  sandy  soils  would,  1 think,  do  best  for  it.  I 
have  seen  it  grow  well  upon  very  poor  sandy  land. 

I planted  bene  in  1799,  my  field  was  much  misma- 
tjaged,  (that  year  I was  much  absent,)  and  do  not 
think  it  produced  more  than  six  or  seven  bushels 
per  acre;  but  I should  suppose  from  10  to  15  might 
be  expected.  My  crop  produced  about  500  bush- 
els, for  which  I received  two  dollars  a bushel,  and 
then  became  interested  in  its  manufactory.  It  pro- 
duced two  gallons  pf  cold  drawn  oil  per  bushel; 
the  seed  when  warmed  and  again  pressed,  gave  near- 
ly half  a gallon  more,  which  was  kept  by  itself  for 
inferior  purposes.  One  cause  of  this  oil’s  keeping 
so  much  better  than  olive  oil,  is  that  it  is  not  heat- 
ed in  the  operation.  Olive  oil,  I understand,  is 
boiled.  Mr.  Sully  sent  me  word,  it  was  the  best 
oil  he  ever  used  for  painting.” 

Invited  to  give  an  opinion,  I will  say,  that  all  our 
sandy  or  light  lands,  or  salt  water  of  rivers,  bays, 
or  the  ocean,  from  Florida  to  Long  Island,  in  the 
state  of  New-York,  will  produce  this  plant  to 
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advantage,  greater  always  where  the  summers  are 
longest;  for,  ripening  in  succession,  it  will  conti- 
nue to  produce  until  checked  by  frost.  When  I 
speak  of  lands  on  the  salts,  1 must  be  understood 
as  meaning  lands  afiected  by  a salt  atmosphere,  for 
it  is  perfectly  understood,  that  heat  and  cold  are 
not  uniformly  regulated  by  degrees  of  longitude 
and  latitude.  The  moderate  distance  of  eight  miles 
cast  from  the  waters  of  the  Sassafras,  has  destroyed 
every  blade  in  a corn  held,  while  at  this  place  no- 
thing WHS  injured — and  a few  miles,  say  ten  or 
twelve,  equal  care  taken,  peas  and  strawberries 
will  be  a week  earlier  upon  salt  water  shores. 

Tlie  whole  of  the  peninsula  of  Maryland,  Dela- 
ware and  Virginia,  from  Dover  down  to  the  capes, 
is  all  more  or  less  affected  by  vapours  from  the 
two  bays  and  the  ocean,  and  will,  1 think,  produce 
good  crops  of  bene.  The  warm  river  lands  of 
Anne  Arundel  county,  and  from  thence  down  the 
Chesapeake  to  the  capes,  diverging  further  from 
the  rivers  as  you  progress  to  the  south,  will  all 
produce  bene  to  advantagCw  The  warm  river  and 
ocean  land  of  New  Jersey,  which  now  produce  such 
excellent  crops  of  melons  and  sweet  potatoes,  are 
entitled  to  a fair  experiment,  for.  in  my  opinion, 
the  bene  will,  on  them,  prove  a profitable  crop; 
very  rich  land  is  not  the  most  favorable,  for  it  may 
n<n  only  run  too  much  to  stalk  instead  of  seed, 
but  it  may  grow  too  high  for  children  to  cut  and 
collect  the  seed.  It  will  require  equal  cultivation 
'with  corn,  if  planted  in  drills,  from  two  to  three 
plants  in  a hill,  and  the  hills  three  feet  apart. 

To  encourage  the  culture  of  this  most  valuable 
plant,  a company  should  be  formed  in  your  city, 
'Which  would  distribute  the  seed,  and  contract  to 
purchase  for  two  or  three  years  at  a liberal  price. 
The  want  of  machinery,  and  of  course  a market, 
checked  the  culture  in  Georgia.  There  is  a cau- 
tious reluctance  in  my  fellow  countrymen  to  at- 
tempt new  crops  or  new  modes  of  cultivation. 

No  period  could  be  more  propitious  than  the 
present  for  introducing  this  plant.  Our  grain  is  of 
little  value,  while  a bottle  of  oil  maintains  its  war 
price— offer  to  the  farmer  an  encouraging  price, 
not  to  be  affected  by  a southerly  -windy  and  1 have  no 
doubt,  but  that,  in  a few  years,  we  shall  export  oil, 
equal,  if  not  superior,  to  the  best  olive.  In  such  a 
case,  we  shall  all  be  indebted  to  the  Philadelphia 
friend  of  the  plough,  for  first  proposing  the  subject , 
through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper. 

I now,  sir,  promise,  through  you,  that  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  seed  which  Mr.  McQueen  sends  tome, 
shall  be  placed  iw  your  hands  for  distribution,  and 
as  I have  already  given  my  opinion  of  the  quality  of 
the  oil,  without  any  pretensions  to  correct  taste,  I 
will  also  send  you  one  bottle  of  the  ©il  for  your  own 
use,  and  one  other  bottle  for  the  Philadelphia  friend 
of  the  plough,  and  if  you  will  instruct  me  how 
other  distributions  can  be  made,  which  may  encou- 
rage the  culture  of  this  most  valuable  plant,  your 
wishes  shall  be  respected. 

Half  a bushel  of  seed,  carefully  managed,  will 
plant  a thousand  acres. 

i am  your  obedient  servant,  T.  M.  FORMAN. 

/.  S.  SkinneVy  esq. 


Military  Expeiiditares. 

Report  of  the  committee  on  military  expenditures, 
in  the  house  of  representatives,  May  1,  1822. 
The  co:nmittee  on  the  actounta  and  expendituera  of  the 
•war  department y report-. 

That  they  have  examined  the  said  accounts  and 
expenditures,  and  they  beg  leave  to  detail  Ate  re- 
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suit  of  their  inquiries  and  examinations,  under  the 
several  heads  of  duly  prescribed  to  them  by  one  of 
the  standing  rules  of  the  bou^e 
1.  Whether  the  said  expenditures  are  justified  by 
law.? 


The  committee  have  perceived  no  expenditure 
that  is  unwarranted  by  law,  unless  the  extra  c<»m- 
pensation  which  is  occasionally  made  to  officers  of 
the  army,  for  services  not  within  their  regular  offi- 
cial duties,  may  be  considered  to  be  of  that  cha- 
racter, It  would  at  first  seem  that,  although  an  of- 
ficer in  the  monthly  pay  of  the  government  is  not 
bound  to  render  every  portion  of  his  time  to  the 
public  service,  yet  that  he  cannot  perform  such 
extra  servmes  without  neglecting  his  stated  regular 
duties;  and  that,  most  commonly,  the  time  employ, 
ed  in  the  one  is  precisely  so  much  takeh  from  the 
other.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  represented  to 
the  committee,  with  some  reason,  that  the  practice 
of  employing  officers  as  clerks  in  the  war  depart- 
ment may,  in  several  ways,  be  advantageous  to  the 
public.  That,  while  they  are  better  able,  from 
their  more  accurate  professional  and  local  know- 
ledge, to  judge  of  the  propriety  and  the  economy 
of  distant  disbursements,  they  themselves  are  im- 
proved in  a species  of  knowledge  which  every  offi- 
cer is  occasionally  required  to  discharge,  and  which 
is  indispensable  to  the  officers  of  quartermaster, 
paymaster,  and  commissary;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
that  there  services  are  better  done  than  they  would 
be  by  an  ordinary  clerk,  the  cost  to  the  govern- 
ment, in  their  extra  compensation,  ought  to  be 
considerably  less. 

The  committee  were  also  at  first  inclined  to 


think  that  the  money  paid  to  the  attorney  general, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  secretary  of  war,  for  an 
argument  in  a case  submitted  to  arbitrators,  was 
not  warranted  by  law;  but,  on  a reference  to  the 
act  of  congress  which  prescribed  the  duties  of  that 
officer,  they  find  that  they  clearly  do  not  compre- 
hend the  services  rendered  by  him  on  this  occa- 
sion, but  are  limited  to  the  cases  of  the  United 
States  in  the  supreme  court,  and  to  giving  legal 
counsel  to  the  president  and  heads  of  departments. 
The  reasons  assigned  for  this  disbursement,  are, 
that  the  matter  in  controversy  was  of  great  mag- 
nitude, involving  several  hundred  thousand  dollars; 
that  able  counsel  were  employed  by  the  opposite 
party;  that  no  other  counsel  could  be  obtained,  in 
whom  the  agents  of  the  government  had  equal  con- 
fidence; and  that  the  compensation  allowed  was  not 
greater  than  is  usually  paid  for  similar  services. 
If  the  practice  be  deemed  objectionable,  the  com- 
mittee think  that  the  remedy  W'hich  will  be  most 
consistent  with  the  public  interest,  will  beto  extend 
the  duties  of  the  attorney  general  by  la<v. 

2.  Whether  the  -expenditures  are  supported  by 
vouchers  establishing  their  Justness,  both  as  to 
character  and  amount.? 

In  those  cases  in  which  the  rate  of  the  expen- 
diture is  fixed  by  law’,  such  as  pay,  rations,  and  the 
like,  the  committee  have  been  content  with  a 
slight  inspection  of  the  accounts.  Where  there 
was  latitude  for  more  or  less  economy,  either  as  to 
quantity  or  price,  they  have  been  more  particular 
in  their  investigation;  but,  where  the  disbursements 
were  altogether  discretionary,  as  in  the  case  of 
contingencies,  the  committee  have  examined  every 
voucher  with  the  minutest  accuracy.  The  result  of 
their  examination  is,  that  the  vouchers,  in  every 
instance,  agree  with  the  accounts;  that,  so  far  as 
the  committee  can  Judge,  the  items  arey  with  some 
few  excepiiop.s,  at  the  ordi  ;ary  market  rate  as  to 
priee,  and  reasonable  as  to  quantity.  Among  tho 
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exceptions,  we  would  mention  the  commutation  al- 
lowance to  officers  employed  in  extra  service,  such 
as  surveying  Mobile  bay,  in  lieu  oftransportatation, 
quarters  and  fuel,  and  for  making  disbursements. 
This  allowance  was  at  the  rate  of  ^1,472  for  offi- 
cers of  the  rank  of  captain,  according,  as  it  is  said, 
to  long  established  regulations,  which  the  com- 
mittee think  w'as  too  large  an  addition  to  their  re- 
gular pay.  The  character,  too,  of  many  small  items 
in  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  war  department, 
though  sanctioned  by  usage  in  that  and  the  other 
departments,  appear  to  the  committee  to  be  highly 
objectionable,  such  as  the  purchase  of  books  by 
the  subordinate  officers  of  the  department,  which 
have  no  connection  with  their  clerical  or  bureau 
duties.  The  increased  expense  incurred  for  car- 
pets,, maps,  engravings  and  newspapers,  seem  to 
be  liable  to  a simalar  objection,  though  not  of  the 
same  decided  character. 

3.  Whether  the  disbursements  have  been  made 
ill  conformity  with  the  appropriation  laws? 

The  committee  know  of  no  instance  of  an  expen- 
diture out  of  funds  not  appropriated  therefor,  ex- 
cept the  ^60,000  expended  on  fort  Calhoun  be  of 
this  description.  As  the  money  appropriated  for 
fortifications  in  1820  was  not  specific  as  to  the  ob- 
jects, it  was  at  the  discretion  of  the  executive  to 
expend  it  on  such  of  the  fortifications  as  he  should 
select.  But,  if  the  appropriation  act  of  1821,  which 
appropriated  specific  sums  to  the  fortifications  on 
the  Chesapeake,  at  the  time  when  the  money,  of 
which  the  above  ^60,000  was  a part,  was  believed 
by  the  legislature  to  be  either  expended,  or  about 
to  be  expended,  in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  be  con- 
sidered to  have  rapealed  so  much  of  the  act  of  1820 
as  left  the  destination  of  the  funds  discretionary, 
then  the  expenditure  of  the  ^60,000  on  the  fortifi 
cations  in  the  Chesapeake  was  not  warranted  by  law, 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned  among  the  unex- 
pended balances  of  the  preceding  year.  The  com- 
mittee deem  it  unnecessary  to  add  anything  further 
on  this  subject,  as  the  facts  of  the  transfer,  and  the 
considerations  which  induced  it,  are  exhibited  to 
the  house  in  the  letter  of  the  secretary  of  war,  of 
the  19th  instant. 

4.  What  further  provisions  are  necessary  for  the 
proper  application  of  the  public  money,  and  its 
economical  disbursement? 

The  committee,  in  the  course  of  their  examina- 
tion, have  not  been  inattentive  to  this  part  of  their 
duty.  They  are  persuaded  that,  under  the  most 
vigilant  and  judicious  administration,  there  will 
ocpasionally  be  some  mismanagement,  some  waste. 
Some  peculation;  and  the  most  that  can  be  effected 
is  to  lessen  the  temptations  and  the  facilities  to  these 
malversations;  to  provide  for  their  early  detection, 
and  for  indemnity  to  the  public  when  detected.  So 
far  as  concerns  mere  accountability,  the  commitee 
consider  the  present  system  as  unexceptionable  and 
complete.  But  so  far  as  regards  economy,  there 
has  been  considerable  improvement  within  a few 
years,  and  there  is  probably  room  for  still  more.  A 
brief  statement  of  the  course  pursued  in  any  branch 
of  military  expenditure,  that  of  the;  quarter  master’s 
department,  for  example,  may  serve  to  illustrate 
the  security  which  the  public  has  against  injury  and 
abuse.  The  accounts  for  supplies  are  first  trans- 
mitted to  the  quarter  master  general  for  investiga- 
tion, who  re. urns  tiiem  to  the  quarter  master,  if  he 
thinks  them  palpably  wrong,  or,  in  a doubtful  case, 
transmits  them  to  the  third  auditor  with  his  remarks 
They  are  examined  by  that  officer  with  reference 
to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  war  department, 
or  the  contracts  that  my  have  been  made.  If  there! 


are  any  items  not  embraced  either  by  the  regula* 
tions  or  contracts,  they  are  specially  referred  to 
tliehead  of  the  department  for  his  decision.  They 
are  then  reported  to  the  second  comptroller,  and 
if  passed  by  him,  they  are  returned  to  the  third  au- 
ditor, who  enters  them  on  his  books,  and  commu- 
nicates the  same  to  the  party.  The  evidences  of 
these  transactions,  through  all  their  details,  are. 
carefully  preserved,  and  so  methodically  arranged 
as  to  be  readily  referred  to.  If  then  there  is  any 
charge  that  is  illegal  or  extravagant;  if  any  defect 
in  the  vouchers,  or  any  delinquency,  they  can  be 
discovered  without  difficulty  by  one  at  all  conver- 
sant with  accounts. 

With  a view  to  economy,  the  committee  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  contracts  by  the  go- 
vernment should  be  confined  to  provisions,  rations, 
wood,  and  such  articles  as  have  a stated  market 
price  to  govern  both  the  contractor  and  the  agent 
of  the  government.  But  fortifications,  and  other 
permanent  works,  ought  always  to  be  built  under 
the  direction  and  superintendence  of  a capable  and 
responsible  public  officer.  Experience  has  shown 
that  the  contracts  are  seldom  or  never  executed, 
unless  they  are  advantageous  to  the  undertaker. — 
Where  they  are  not  fulfilled,  the  contractor  often 
proves  insolvent,  and  when  his  securities  are  suffi- 
cient, the  government  has,  in  lieu  of  the  work  it 
contracted  for,  and  the  money  it  had  advanced,  a 
law  suit  that  is  always  tedious  and  troublesome, 
and  sometimes  abortive.  Nor  can  there  ever  be 
that  security  for  the  goodness  of  the  workmanship 
or  materials,  in  the  case  of  private  contracts,  as 
when  the  work  is  conducted  by  a respectable  officer. 

The  committee  would  further  suggest,  that  where 
large  sums  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  agents  and 
sperintendents  of  the  government,  they  should  be 
required  to  deposite  the  same  in  some  convenient 
and  responsible  bank,  (to  be  designated  by  the  head 
of  the  department),  in  the  name  of  such  person,  as 
agent;  that  the  money  should  be  drawn  by  him  in 
that  character;  and  that  he  should  send  weekly  or 
monthly  statements  of  his  bank  account  to  the  war 
department.  Though  such  regulations  would  not 
always  prevent  the  agent  from  using  the  public 
moneyas  his  own,  it  would  have  an  evident  tenden- 
cy to  lessen  the  chance  of  it,  and  to  give  early  in- 
timation of  it  when  it  did  happen. 

5.  Whether  any  retrenchments  can  be  made  in 
the  expenditure  of  the  war  department  without  de- 
triment to  the  public  service? 

The  committee  aderessed  a letter  to  the  secretary 
of  war,  on  the  4th  of  March  last,  to  inquire  whether 
the  number  of  clerks  in  the  war  department  proper, 
as  well  as  in  the  engineer,  ordnance,  and  pay  de- 
partments, could  not  be  reduced;  to  which  he  re- 
plied that  the  number  would  not  admit  of  further 
present  reduction.  His  letter,  with  its  enclosures 
from  the  engineer,  ordnance,  pay,  and  quarter  mas- 
ter’s departments,  are  hereto  annexed,  and  marked 
A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E.  The  present  organization  of  the 
war  department,  by  which  its  business  is  distribut- 
ed into  distinct  bureaus^  or  sub-departments,  re- 
quires a great  number  of  clerks,  but  it  has  been 
found  conducive  not  only  to  despatch,  regularity, 
and  the  accountability  of  public  officers,  but,  also, 
to  economy  of  disbursement.  The  committee  think 
that  it  would  be  a mistaken  economy,  which  would, 
to  save  the  salaries  of  a tew  clerks,  run  the  risque 
of  having  this  important  branch  of  the  national  ad- 
ministration imperfectly  executed.  And  although 
their  compensation  is  somewhat  higher  than  is  paid 
in  the  neighboring  states  for  similar  services,  yet  it 
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is  presumed  the  public  will,  in  gjeneral,  be  compen- 
sared  for  their  liberality,  by  the  greater  skill  and 
respectability  of  its  officers.  None  of  the  preced- 
ingrerr.rks  are  meant  to  apply  either  to  the  Indian 
trade  or  Indian  agencies,  winch  have  not  much  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  the  committee,  as  those 
subjects  have  been  particularly  submitted  to  seve- 
ral different  committees  of  the  house. 

The  committee  think  that  it  would  check  the  ir- 
regular and  improper  disbursements  to  which  they 
have  before  adverted,  if  the  appropriation  for  the 
contingencies  of  the  war  department  shoud  be  sub- 
divided into  specific  sums  for  printing,  stationary, 
fuel,  and  miscellanies,  these  several  items  not  so 
materially  varying  in  different  years,  as  to  produce 
inconveniences,  as  the  advantages  of  specific  ap- 
propriations are  now  universally  admitted.  And  they 
also  think  that  it  would  farther  the  objects  of  such 
a change,  if  the  disbursements  were  made  for  all  the 
offices  of  the  war  department  by  one  of  its  clerks, 
specially  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

6.  Whether  any  abuse.s  exist  in  the  failure  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  the  moneys  due  to  the  United 
States  by  public  defaulters  or  others.^ 

Cases  of  delinquincy  have  of  late  years  been  very 
frequent,  and  much  greater  delay  than  seems  ne- 
cessary  has  taken  place  in  recovering  the  money 
from  the  defaulters,  and  in  conducting  the  suits 
against  them  to  a termination.  These  suits  are 
now  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  fifth  auditor 
of  the  treasury,  but  it  has  been  suggested  that  it 
would  greatly  tend  to  hasten  their  decision,  and 
thereby  to  prevent  much  loss  to  the  United  States, 
if  they  were  placed  under  the  direction  and  super- 
intendence of  the  attorney  general,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  correspond  with  the  several  district 
attorneys;  direct  the  institution  of  suits  against 
delinquents;  attend  to  them  throughout  their  pro- 
gress; and  aid  by  his  counsel  in  removing  such  de- 
lays and  impediments  as  may  occur  in  their  prosecu- 
tion. These  duties,  which  could  be  well  perform- 
ed only  by  a law  officer  of  talents  and  weight  of 
character,  it  is  thought  would  be  very  advantageous 
to  the  national  treasury. 

The  committee  will  now  take  occasion  to  remark, 
that  the  duties  prescribed  to  them, to  be  completely 
executed,  require  much  time  and  labor;  and  the 
more,  because  most  of  their  examinations  are  made 
at  the  offices  of  the  war  department,  to  avoid  the 
trouble  and  risque  of  removing  so  large  a number  of 
accounts  and  vouchers.  They  think  it  nighly  de- 
sirable, that  the  duties  should  be  performed  in  the 
early  part  of  the  session,  that  the  legislature  may 
thereby  ^be  able  to  correct  abuses,  if  they  exist,  and 
-ffthey  do  not,  to  remove  unfounded  causes  of  dis- 
■' trust,  and  restore  the  public  confidence;  for,  next 
to  the  evil  of  having  a wasteful  and  corrupt  go- 
vernment, is  the  belief  that  we  have  one.  The  com- 
mittee think  that  this  early  investigation  cannot  be 
performed  with  that  minuteness  and  accuracy  which 
will  make  it  useful,  without  increasing  the  number 
of  the  committee.  Influenced  by  the  preceding 
considerations,  they  offer  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved^  That  the  standing  rules  of  this  house 
shall  be  so  amended  as  that  the  committee  on  the  ac- 
counts and  public  expenditures,  relative  to  the  war 
departmentjshallhereafter  consist  of  sevenmembers 

Resolvedf  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
shall  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  enlarging  the 
duties  of  the  attorney  general. 

[Z] 

Department  of  war,  March  8,  1822. 

'Sir:  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  inst- 


relative  ta  a redtiction  of  clerks  in  this  department, 
as  well  as  in  the  engineer,  ordnance,  and  pay  de- 
partment.s. 

The  law  of  the  20th  of  April,  1820,  allows  to  the 
war  department  twenty-three  clerks,  whose  com- 
pensation is  fixed  at  §25,800. 

Owing  to  tlfe  diminution  of  business  in  the  sec- 
tion of  bounty  lands,  the  number  was  reduced  last 
year  to  nineteen,  whose  compensation  is  §23,40.0- 
As  it  is  not  calculated  any  further  diminution  of 
business  will  take  place  this  year,  a like  number  of 
nineteen,  with  the  same  compensation,  will  be  ne- 
cessary. Of  this  number,  five  employed  in  the  sec- 
tion of  bounty  lands,  are  aot  more  than  adequate  to 
the  management  of  that  branch  of  business  of  the 
department.  Nine  are  employed  in  the  pension  of- 
fice, and  it  is  believed  no  reduction  in  the  number 
of  clerks  can  be  made  without  injury  to  the  public 
in  that  branch  of  the  business  of  this  department. 
Five,  including  the  cliief  clerk,  are  employed  in  the 
war  office  proper.  Of  these,  one  is  wholy  enr»ployed 
upon  Indian  affairs,  one  in  recording,  one  in  keeping 
the  register  of  letters  received,  and  filing  them, 
and  one  in  keeping  the  warrant  book. 

In  relation  to  the  clerks  in  the  pay  department, 
I enclose  herewith  a report  of  the  paymaster,  by 
which  it  will  appear  no  further  reduction  can  be 
made  in  that  department,  consistently  with  the  good 
of  the  service,  it  will  also  appear,  by  the  same  re- 
port, that  a reduction  from  seven  to  three  has  al- 
ready  been  made  in  that  office  since  the  late  reduc- 
tion of  the  army. 

.In  relation  to  the  number  of  clerks  employed  in 
the  engineer  and  ordnance  departments,  I also  en- 
close herewith,  reports  from  the  chief  engineer, 
and  lieutenant  colonel  of  ordance,  by  which  the  com- 
mittee will  see  that  the  present  number  employed 
in  those  departments,  are  considered  not  more  than 
adequate  to  the  discharge  of  the  business  of  their 
respective  offices,  and  that  they  cannot  be  reduced 
without  injury  to  the  public. 

It  is  proper  to  observe,  that  this  department 
promptly  reduces  the  number  of  clerks  employed 
whenever  the  state  of  the  business  will  admit  of  it, 
without  regarding  the  number  authorized  by  law  to 
be  employed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 
J.C.  CALHOUN. 

George  Tticher,  chairman  of  the  committee 

on  the  expenditures  of  the  -war  department^  H.  R>* 

[B.] 

Engineer  Departmeut, 
Washington,  March  6,  1822. 

Sir;  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  yesterday, 
requiring  “a  report  whether  or  no  the  clerks  in  this 
office  can  be  reduced,’*  I have  the  honor  to  state, 
that  the  number  employed  at  this  time  is  two,  and 
both  of  whom  are  indispensably  necessary  for  keep- 
ing up  the  files  of  this  department,  and  copying  the 
various  reports,  letters,  and  other  documents,  con- 
cerning the  engineer  service  and  the  military  acade- 
my. 1 therefore  report,  that  it  is  my  opinion  that 
they  cannot  be  reduced  without  manifest  injury  to 
the  service.  1 have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  MACOMB,  maj.  gen; 


Ordnance  Depart.ment,  March  7,  1822. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders,  to  ‘'report 
whether  the  number  of  clerks  can  be  reduced,”  I 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  state:  That  the  business 
of  the  ordnance  department  having  recently  beeo 
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considerably  increased,  rather  than  diminished,  it 
is  not  deemed  that  a less  number  of  clerks  than 
now  employed,  can  be  safely  dispensed  with.  The 
causes  are  as  follow — Since  the  law  merging  the 
corps  of  ordnance  with  tHe  artillery,  I have  caused, 
agreeably  to  your  orders,  the  acounts  of  all  the 
moneys  disbursed  for  the  ordnance  service,  pre- 
viously to  their  being  laid  before  the  second  au- 
ditor for  settlement,  to  be  examined,  and  passed 
(if  approved)  by  this  office;  a business  requiring 
much  time  and  care,  for  its  proper  performance; 
and  which,  it  is  expected,  will  produce  beneficial 
public  effects. 

Your  transfer,  also,  of  the  charge  of  tha  lead 
mine  lands  in  the  western  and  noth  western  states, 
to  this  office,  has  added  to  its  business  concerns; 
and,  frorh  their  regular  and  unproductive  state  in 
which  those  mines  have  hitherto  been  left,  will  re 
quire  considerable  attention  aud  labor,  to  render 
them  as  productive  to  the  United  States,  as  it  is 
hoped  and  believed  they  may  be  made. 

The  extensive  correspondence  carried  on  by  this 
department,  with  every  (the  most  remote)  part  of 
the  United  States;  with  the  arsenals  and  depots; 
the  national  armories  and  private  contractors  for 
arms;  the  military  posts  and  garrisons,  8tc.  also 
give  constant  and  great  employment  for  the  clerks 
j)ow  engaged.  In  fact,  judging  from  the  recent 
and  accumulated  business  of  the  office,  an  addition- 
al clerk  could  find  sufficient  employment;  and,  it 
jnay  therefore  be  inferred,  that  the  public  business 
would  be  seriously  delayed  and’  injured,  were  the 
present  number  of  clerks  to  be  reduced.  With 
great  respect,  1 am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  humble 
servant,  G.  BOM  FORD, 

Lieutenant  colonel,  on  ordnance  duty. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhouw,  department  of  war. 

[H] 

Pat  Department,  U.  S.  Army, 
War  Office,  March  7,  1822. 

Sir:  On  your  orders  of  the  5th  instant,  which  I 
have  just  received,  requiring  me  to  "report  whether 
or  no  the  number  of  clerks  in  this  office  can  be  re- 
duced,” I have  the  honor  to  state,  that,  since  I was 
appointed  paymaster  general,  the  number  of  clerks 
in  this  office  has  been  reduced  from  seven  to  three. 
With  these  I have  discharged  all  the  current  du- 
ties of  the  office;  and,  I believe,  with  close  applica- 
tion, we  shall  be  able  to  meet  promptly,  all  the  du- 
ties which  may  hereafter  be  required  conformably 
to  all  laws  and  existing  regulations.  The  compensa- 
tion required  for  the,  clerks  in  this  office  for  this 
year,  is  §4,950  less  than  was  allowed  by  the  act  of 
the  20th  April,  1818;  and,  I am  convinced,  the 
number  of  clerks  cannot  be  further  reduced  with- 
out embarrassment  and  injury  to  the  service.  For 
a more  detailed  report  on  this  subject,  I take  the 
liberty  to  refer  to  the  letter  I had  the  honor  to  lay 
before  you  on  the  26th  of  June  last.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  your  obediant 
aervant, 

D.  PARKER,  paymaster  general. 

To  the  secretary  of  -war. 

[EJ 

Pat  Department,  U.  S.  Armt, 
War  OFFicE,^6th  June,  1821. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  order,  I have  the  honor 
to  report,  after  having  looked  into  the  details,  that. 
In  addition  to  my  own  labor,  I believe  three  clerks 
will  be  constantly  required  in  this  office. 

One  will  be  charged  with  the  examination  of  pay- 
masters’ accounts  in  detail}  and  keeping  the  records 


of  remittances,  disbursements,  &c.  One  will  en- 
dorse the  letters  received,  enter  them  in  a book 
kept  for  that  purpose,  and  copy  and  record  letters. 
The  other  must  aid  in  the  details  of  estimates,  as- 
sist In  copying,  and  such  other  casual  service  as  may 
be  required,  for  a prompt  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  department.  1 have  not  yet  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  discover  the  full  strength  of  the  gentlemen 
of  the  office;  they  all  appear  to  be  intelligent  and 
competent.  I contemplate  this  distribution  of  la- 
bor, reserving  a full  share  for  my  best  exertions, 
under  the  limit  you  have  given  me,  of  “the  smal- 
lest  efficient  force,  for  the  current  duties  of  the 
office.”  I am  convinced,  however,  this  arrangement 
will  acquire  our  constant  attendance,  and  will  leave 
us  no  idle  time,  during  regular  office  hours.  1 am 
not  fully  certain,  that  we  shall  be  able  to  discharge 
all  the  duties  required,  but  1 am  the  more  willing 
to  make  the  experiment,  having  always  found,  that 
the  less  the  number  of  men  employed,  if  competent 
to  the  work,  the  better  the  work  is  done. 

The  pay  of  the  gentlemen  should  be  equal  to  the 
labor  required,  and  I anticipate  in  this  the  three 
best  salaries  heretofore  given.  Col.  Towson  stated 
to  me,  that  Mr.  Frye,  Mr.  Ramsey,  and  Mr.  An- 
drews, were  the  three  first  to  be  retained.  I am 
satisfied  with  those  gentlemen,  and  the  current 
duties,  at  this  time,  are  fully  within  our  grasp. 
A month,  however,  is  not  a fair  experiment,  and  I 
have  before  informed  you  that  the  records  of  the 
office  are  not  complete.  There  is  no  letter  book 
from  the  26lh  of  March,  to  the  11th  of  October, 
1814,  an  important  period, of  war;  and  tthere  is  no 
letter  book  from  the  9th  of  April,  181 6,  to  the  18th 
of  October,  1819.  The  rough  copies  of  the  letters 
are  on  file,  and  in  boxes,  and  should  be  recorded 
in  the  letter  book.  One  of  the  disbanded  clerks, 
who  had  been  but  a short  time  attached  to  the  of- 
fice, is  sick;  the  other  three  have  great  merit,  they 
served  during  the  war  and  ever  since.  They  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  make  arrangements  for  other 
pursuits.  I have  therefore  to  submit,  for  your  ap- 
probation, that  1 be  allowed  to  divide  the  letter 
file  referred  to,  give  to  each  a book,  and  allow  them 
three  months,  from  the  1st  of  July,  to  bring  up  the 
records. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  Stc. 

D.  PARKER,  paymaster  general 

The  secretary  of  ioar» 


Appropriations  for  Fortifications. 

Department  of  war,  10th  April,  1822. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  inquiries  of  the  military 
committee,  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  re- 
ports of  the  chief  engineer  and  the  third  auditor, 
which  furnish  the  information  required.  It  is, 
however,  proper  to  observe,  that,  by  reference  to 
my  letter  of  the  2d  of  February,  1821,  to  the 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  transmit- 
ting a statement  of  the  appropriations  for  1820,  (see 
state  papers  2d  session,  16th  congress,  vol.  6, 
No  91),  the  committee  will  perceive,  that,  although 
there  was,  on  the  first  of  January,  1820,  §400  000, 
under  the  head  of  fortifications,  undrawn  from  the 
treasury i the  treasurer,  as  agent  for  the  war  de- 
partment, was  Qverdra-wn  on  the  same  day,  under 
the  same  head,  §268,306  94,  which  was  refunded 
to  him  when  the  sum  of  §400,000  was  drawn  from 
the  treasury,  and  put  into  his  bands,  as  agent  of 
this  department,  and  which  left  & balance  in  the 
, hands  of  the  treasurer  of  §131,693  06,  after  de- 
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^acting  the  sum  which,  (as  appears  by  the  last  co- 
lumn of  the  above  mentioned  statement,  was  re- 
quired  to  meet  the  disbursements  of  1820),  left 
§100,000  applicable  to  fortifications  in  1821;  which 
was  included  in  the  appropriation  for  fortifications 
for  1821.  In  addition  to  the  sum  appropriated  for 
1821,  it  appears,  by  reference  to  the  accompany- 
ing statement  of  the  chief  engineer  that,  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1821,  there  remained  unex- 
pended, at  the  disposal  of  the  superintending  engi- 
neer on  the  Gulf  frontier,  a very  considerable  sum 
which  was  not  included  in  the  estimate  of  balance 
of  appropriation  for  fortifications,  which  compre 
hended  only  the  sum  undrawn  from  the  treasury, 
after  deducting  the  sum  over  drawn  on  the  trea- 
surer. 

For  the  reasons  assigned  in  the  letter  from  the 
engineer  department,  I was  not  apprized  of  the  ex- 
i.stence  of  this  balance  at  the  disposal  of  the  su- 
perintendent, until  after  the  adjournment  of  con- 
gress; the  disposition  and  application  of  which, 
were  submitted  to  the  president  for  his  direction, 
who  ordered  that  it  should  be  applied  in  the  man- 
ncr  stated  in  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  William  Eustis, 

Chairman  of  the  military  committee,  H.  of  R. 

EjfGiBrEEU  DEPAHTMENT,  April  10th,  1822. 

Sir:  This  report  complies  with  your  instructions 
to  furnish,  so  far  as  depends  on  this  department, 
the  information  called  for  by  the  following  inqui- 
ries, contained  in  a letter,  dated  the  28th  ult, 
from  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  military  affairs  of  the  bouse  of  representatives, 
viz: 

“The  amount  of  disbursements  made  on  account 
of  fortifications  in  the  year  1821,  specifying  the 
amount  on  each,  the  time  when,  the  persons  to 
whom,  the  payments  w'ere  made,  and  the  fund  from 
which  they  were  drawn. 

“The  authority  under  which  general  Swift  form- 
ed contracts  for  the  construction  of  fortifications 
at  Mobile  and  lake  Pontchartrain,  and  whether 
those  contracts  are  considered  to  be  in  force,  and 
are  acted  upon  at  this  time,  and  whether  any,  and 
what,  losses  have  been  sustained  under  those  con- 
tracts.” 

The  amount  applicable  to  fortifications,  remain 
ing  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1821,  as  stated  in  a 
report  of  this  department  of  the  9th  of  January, 
1821,  was  §131,693  06,  of  which  §31,693  06  be- 
ing considered  necessary  to  complete  the  disburs- 
ments  of  1820,  there  would  remain,  for  the  service 
of  1821,  §100,000.  To  this  sum  was  added,  by  appro- 
priation, §202,000,  w.hereby  the  amount  available 
for  fortifications  for  1821  was  augmented  to 
§302,000.  It  was  discovered,  however,  that  of  the 
sums  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  superintending 
engineer  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  frontier,  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1820,  a very  considerable  ba- 
lance, amounting  to  §104,000,  remained  unexpend- 
ed at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  accumulation  of 
so  large  a sum,  in  the  hands  of  the  engineer,  was 
accounted  for  by  the  unexpected  inadequacy  of  the 
operations  of  the  contractors,  to  absorb  the  sums, 
which  it  had  been  deemed  necessary  to  provide  to 
meet  the  engagements  of  the  government  under 
their  contracts.  Owing  to  the  distance  and  the  un- 
certainty  of  the  mail  conveyance,  the  engineer’s  re- 
port of  the  circumstance,  although  dated  on  the  23d 
pfjan.  was  not  received  here  until  early  in  March,  i 


This  balance  being  applicable  to  the  service  of  the 
year  1821,  it  was  determined  to  appropriate  a por- 
tion of  it  to  the  Chesapeake,  and  leave  tlie  residue 
for  the  Gulf  service.  Directions  were  accordingly 
given  for  the  transfer  of  §60,000  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  in  order  that  it  might  be  re- 
drawn at  Norfolk;  but,  in  consequence  of  a misun- 
derstanding, that  arrangement  flailed.  The  funds 
being  wanted  immediately  at  Norfolk,  it  was  desir- 
able to  avoid  the  delay  that  would  attend  the  re- 
newal of  the  arrangement.  It  was,  therefore,  pro- 
posed  to  effect  the  object  in  view,  by  directing 
captain  de  Russey,  the  agent  for  disbursments  on 
the  Gulf  frontier,  instead  of  transferring  the 
§60,000  to  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States,  to 
transfer  §30.000  of  it  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Rigolets,  and  the  remaining  §30,  000  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Mobile  Posnt;  then  to  draw  from  the 
treasury,  on  account  of  those  appropriations,  cor- 
responding amounts  to  those  transferred  to  them, 
and  to  issue  them  to  col.  Gratiot,  the  agent  for  dis- 
bursements at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  but  to  chargthem 
to  captain  De  Russey,  and  to  credit  him  on  account 
of  those  appropriations,  for  his  disbursments  of  the 
sums  transferred  to  them  as  above  stated:  thus  the 
books  of  the  treasury  would  show  the  legitimate 
application  of  the  sums  so  drawn  from  those  appro- 
priations, to  exonerate  capt.  de  Russey  from  accoun- 
tability to  the  general  appropriation  for  fortifications, 
whence  was  derived  the  §60,000  transferred  to 
the  appropriations  for  Rigolets  and  Mobile  Point, 
as  he  would  now  become  accountable  to  the  latter 
for  the  same,  colonel  Gratiot,  to  whom  the  account- 
ability would  then  attach,  was  authorized  to  give  re- 
ceipts in  favor  of  captain  De  Russey,  for  the  sums 
issued  to  him  in  pursuance  of  this  arrangement, 
and  to  disburse  them  on  account  of  the  general 
appropriation  for  fortifications. 

This  arrangement  was  submitted  to  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  last  summer,  during  your  absence, 
and,  being  sanctioned  by  him,  was  carried  into  effect. 

The  contracts  of  Mobile  and  lake  Pontchartrain 
were  formed  by  general  Swift,  under  the  sanction 
of  the  war  department.  Previous  to  the  year  1821 , 
the  appropriations  for  fortifications  were  made  in  a 
gross  sum,  without  designating  any  special  sum 
for  any  particular  work.  Under  the  authority  of  the 
general  appropriation,  the  president  having  deter- 
mined to  commence  the  works  in  question,  general 
Swift,  then  chief  engineer,  recommended  their 
construction  should  be  by  contract,  under  a belief 
that  they  could  be  executed  more  economically  by 
that,  than  by  any  other  mode;  this  opinion  was 
founded  in  part  on  tlie  belief,  that,  in  a country  so 
destitute  of  resources  necessary  for  the  erection  of 
such  works,  that  the  enterprize  and  individual  in- 
terest of  a contractor  would  be  the  best  means  of 
overcoming  the  difficulties  which  would  be  present- 
ed. The  contracts  were  formed  upon  public  notice, 
and  upon  the  lowest  bid.  It  is  proper  to  observe, 
that  those  contracts  were  formed  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  prohibiting  the  formation  of  con- 
tracts, unless  upon  existing  appropriations  adequate 
to  their  fulfilment. 

The  periods  stipulated  for  the  completion  of  the 
contracts  have  expired  in  each  case;  that  for  Mobile 
Point,  on  the  first  of  July  last.  There  being  very 
considerable  advances  remaining  unliquidated  at 
the  expiration  of  the  contract  for  Mobile  Point,  Mr. 
Tillotson,  and  Mr.  Gouverneur,- securities  for  col. 
Hawkins  who  had  died  some  months  before  the  ex- 
piration  of  the  contract,  applied  to  the  department 
for  permission  to  execute  the  work  on  the  original 
*terms,  to  save  themselves  from  the  responsibility 
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which  attached  to  them  on  account  of  those  advan- 
ces. The  request  being  deemed  reasonable  and 
abvantageous  to  the  government,  they  were  inform- 
ed  that,  on  making  satisfactory  aiTangements  for  the 
execution  of  the  work  within  a reasonable  time,  the 
permission  requested  would  be  granted  to  them. 
The  arrangement  has  not  yet  been  completed,  and 
they  have  been  informed,  recently,  that  unless  it 
should  be  made  within  a moderate  period,  a forfei- 
ture of  the  contract  would  be  declared,  and  the 
bonds,  consequently,  put  in  suit.  The  progress  of 
the  operations  of  the  Rigolets*  contract  being  ver) 
satisfactory,  the  contractor  has  been  permitted  to 
continue  them,  believing  it  to  be  for  the  public 
interest  that  the  contract  should  not  be  forfeited, 
as  there  is  every  prospect  of  a successful  execution. 
The  work  at  Dauphine  Island,  under  the  manage 
ment  of  general  Starke,  a gentleman  of  capital  and 
business  habits,  who  has  been  employed  as  the  agent 
of  the  contractors,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
department,  was  progressing,  at  the  time  of  its 
suspension,  by  the  withholding  of  the  appropriation, 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  department;  and, 
as  it  is  understood,  that  he  is  willing  still  to  fulfil 
the  contract,  should  an  appropriation  be  made,  it  is 
believed  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  govern- 
ment to  continue  the  contract. 

No  losses  have  been  sustained  under  those  con- 
tracts, nor  is  it  probable  there  will  be  any,  as  the 
security  held  by  the  government  for  their  faithful 
execution,  and  the  advances  made  to  facilitate  it,  is 
ample  for  both. 

In  pursuance  of  your  instructions  to  furnish  the 
additional  information  requested  by  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  military  committee,  dated  the  6th 
instant,  viz;  “through  what  hand  the  contract  for  the 
works  of  Dauphine  Island  and  Mobile  Point  have 
passed  and  who  is  at  this  time  responsible  for  them;” 
i have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  contract  of  Dau- 
phine  Island  is  still  in  the  hands  of  the  original 
contractors,  Messrs.  Harris  and  Farrow,  who,  to- 
gether with  their  sureties,  are  responsible  for  it. 

The  contract  for  Mobile  Point  w’as  originally 
made  with  colonel  Hopkins,  and,  at  his  death,  with 
the  consent  of  the  department,  was  transfered  to 
colonel  Hawkins,  who  being  also  deceased,  his 
representatives  and  securities  are  responsible  for  its 
execution. 

liespectfuily  submitted. 

ALEX.  MACOMB, 

JSIaj.  Gen  Chief  of  Engineers* 

Thehon.J.  C.  Calhoun^  secretary  of -war. 


Naval  Court  Martial. 

Proceedings  of  a general  court  manial,  assembled 
on  board  the  United  Spates’  ship  Independence, 
at  the  navy  yard,  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts, 
on  Wednesday,  the  20th  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty. two. 

PRESENT: 

Captain  Thomas  Tingey,  president. 

Captains  Charles  Morris, 

Lewis  Warrington,  j S 

Jno.  Orde  Creighton,  ^ ^ 

Thos.  Macdonough,  j 

Robert  T.  Spence,  j ^ 

John  Downes,  and  J ’ 

Wm.  C Aylwin,  judge  advocate. 
Captain  John  Shaw  appeared,  and  the  following 
orders  of  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  navy,  for  con- 
vening this  court,  were  read; 


JV" uvy  Department,  March  2d,  1 822. 

Sib:  A general  court  martial,  to  consist  of  your- 
self; as  president,  captains  Charles  Morris,  Thomas 
Macdonough,  Lewis  Warrington,  and  Robert  T. 
Spence,  as  members, and  Wm.  C.  Aylwin,  esq.  as 
judge  advocate,  are  hereby  authorized  and  requir- 
ed to  assemble,  on  the  20th  day  of  this  month,  for 
the  trial  of  captain  John  Shaw,  upon  the  charges 
and  specifications  herewith  enclosed,  perferred 
against  him  by  captain  Isaac  Hull,  of  the  navy  of 
the  United  States. 

The  members  of  the  court  and  judge  advocate, 
will  be  directed  to  report  to  you  personally,  in  Bos- 
ton, on  the  20th  inst. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  SMITH  THOMPSON. 

Capt.  Thomas  Tingey  U.  S.  J^avy,  Washington. 

Navy  Department,  March  4,  1822. 

Sib:  To  the  general  court  martial,  of  which  yo;i 
are  president,  ordered  for  the  trial  of  capt.  John 
Shaw,  and  such  other  persons  as  shall  be  regularly 
brought  before  the  said  court,  I have  added  capts. 
John  Orde  Creighton  and  John  Downes,  as  members, 
and  directed  them  to  report  to  you  in  person,  in 
Boston,  on  the  20th  inst. 

I am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
SMITH  THOMPSON. 

P.  S.  The  court  is  to  be  convened  on  board  the 
U S.  ship  Independence. 

Capt.  Thos.  Tingey,  U.  S.  J\Tavy,  Washington. 

The  president,  members,  and  judge  advocate, 
thereupon  severally  took  the  oaths  prescibed  in 
this  behalf  by  the  act  of  congress  “for  the  better 
government  of  the  navy  of  ihe  United  States.” 

Captain  John  Shaw  was  then  arraigned  on  the 
following  charges,  and  specifications  thereof,  ex- 
hibited against  him  by  captain  Isaac  Hull,  of  the 
United  States’  navy: 

Charges,  and  specifications  thereof,  preferred  against 

captain  John  Shaw,  of  the  navy  of  the  United 

States  by  captain  Isaac  Hull,  of  said  navy. 

Charge  first.  Treating  with  contempt  his  supe- 
rior officer,  being  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of 
his  dffice. 

Specification  first.  For  that  the  said  captain  John 
Shaw,  on  or  about  the  seventh  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,  being  then 
in  the  command  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Independence, 
lying  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  did  write  and  send  a 
contemptuous  letter  to  captain  Isaac  Hull,  comman- 
dant of  the  navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  Mass,  of  the 
purport  following,  to  wit: 

U.  S.  ship  Independence,  October  7th,  1820. 

Sin;  Your  interference  with  flag  officers,  and 
your  intention,  as  you  have  informed  me,  to  use 
evexy  exertion  to  destroy  that  grade  in  our  service, 
has  induced  me  to  make  knovm  to  you  my  inten- 
tion of  opening  a correspondence  on  this  subject 
with  every  flag  officer  in  the  service,  together  with 
the  hon.  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  whom  1 shall  give, 
in  the  fullest  extent,  my  opinion,  I believe,  sir,  it 
is  well  known  that  stationary  naval  yard  officers  are 
adding  yearly  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  their  estates 
while  the  case  is  quit  the  reverse  with  a command- 
ing naval  officer  afloat;  and  why,  and  upon  what 
principle,  you  have  decided  to  oppose  this  grade,  in 
my  opinion,  can  eminate  from  no  other  motives 
but  ambition,  and  a desire  to  deprive  us  ofthe  emo- 
luments which,  by  law  and  our  present  naval  regu- 
lations, we  are  entitled  to. 

If,  sir,  your  ambition  aspires  to  a broad  pendant, 
allow  me  to  assure  you  that  the  ship  of  the  line 
which  1 now  have  the  honor  to  command  is 


NILES’  REGISTER— SUP.  TO  VOL.  XXII— NAVAL  COURT  MARTIAL.  4r 


ly  at  your  service,  in  exchange  for  the  command 
you  now  have  the  honor  to  hold. 

The  same  proposition  I intend  making  to  the  navy 
department,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  your  views 
and  gratifying  your  feelings,  as  you  were  pleased 
to  express  to  me  this  morning. 

Allow  me,  sir,  to  acknowledge  my  perfect  satis- 
ftlction  of  the  candor  you  made  use  of  in  mentioning 
your  intention:  in  the  same  spirit  I assure  you  that 
[shall  make  use  of  all  my  personal  influence,  con- 
nected with  the  flag  officers  of  the  several  stations, 
to  suppress  ycur  position  and  opinion  on  this  par- 
ticular subject. 

I am,  sir,  with  due  respect,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, JOHN  SHAW. 

P.  S.  Enclosed  I send  you  a copy  of  my  orders 
from  the  navy  department  to  take  command  of  this 
station. 

Isaac  Uully  esq. 

Commanding  the  navy  yard.,  CharlestO'iun.'** 

Thereby  imputing  to  him,  the  said  capt.  Isaac 
Hull,  unworthy  motives  in  his  interfering  with  flag 
oflicers,  and  in  respect  to  his  exertions  to  destroy  a 
grade  supposed  by  him,  the  said  capt.  Shaw,  to  be 
in  existence  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Specijication  2d.  For  that  the  said  captain  John 
Shaw,  on  or  about  the  twenty-second  day  of  May, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-one,  did 
write  and  send  to  him,  the  said  captain  Isaac  Hull, 
being  his  superior  officer,  and  then  commandant  of 
the  said  navy  yard,  a contemptuous  letter,  of  the 
purport  following,  to  wit: 

Chavlestoivn,  May  22c/,  1821. 
[Private,  confidential.] 

Allow  me,  sir,  to  congratulate  you  on  the  signal 
victory  you  have  lately  gained  over  the  broad  pen- 
dant which,  for  several  years,  has  been  flying  fi’om 
on  ooar  d the  Independence. 

1 he  ' neasiness  and  vexation  it  has  so  long  oc- 
casioned to  you  are  now  happily  removed,  and  the 
board  of  naval  commissioners  will,  no  doubt,  re- 
ceive your  warmest  gratitude;  and  the  poor  old 
flag,  were  it  susceptible  of  feeling  and  capable  of 
expression,  would,  no  doubt,  before  this,  have  re- 
turned you  its  thaoks  for  your  kindness  in  being 
instrumental  in  its  timely  rescue  fro.m  destruction 
by  the  howling  of  the  winds  and  pelting  of  winter 
storms. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SHAW. 

Captain  Isaac  Hull,, 

Commanding  the  navy  yard,  Charlestown. 

Charge  second — Unofficer-like  and  ungentleman- 
like  conduct. 

Specification  1st.  For  that  the  said  captain  John 
Shaw,  on  or  about  the  seventh  day  of  October,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty,  being  in  command  of  the 
U.  S.  ship  Independence,  then  layir\g  in  the  harbor 
of  Boston,  did  address  a letter  to  captain  Isaac  Hull, 
his  superior  officer,  of  the  the  purport  and  effect 
set  forth  in  the  first  specification  of  the  first  charge; 
thereby  charging  liim,  the  said  captain  Isaac  Hull, 
with  improper  motives  in  relation  to  his  conduct 
referred  to  in  said  letter. 

Specification  2d.  For  that  the  said  captain  John 
Shaw,  on  or  about  the  twenty-second  day  of  May, 
in  fhe  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-one,  did 
address  to  captain  Isaac  Hull,  his  superior  officer, 
a letter  of  the  purport  and  effect  set  forth  in  the 
second  specification  of  the  first  charge;  thereby 
evincing  a u tan  spirit  of  revenge,  alike  disgrace- 
ful to  an  oK  ' and  a gaatleman. 

Specipca>.  d.  For  that  the  said  captain  John 
Shaw,  on  oi  - . iut  the  fourteenth  day  of  Jan.  last. 


on  the  Boston  station,  with  a view  to  degrade  and 
vilify  the  character  of  captain  Isaac  Hull,  did  put 
in  circulation  reports  relative  to  the  conduct  of  said 
captain  Isaac  Hull,  as  commandant  of  the  navy 
yard  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts;  by  which  re- 
ports he  was  charged  with  mal-administration  of 
his  office  aforesaid,  without  ascertaining  the  truth 
of  such  reports,  and  without  communicating  tbs 
exislencf  thereof  to  the  said  captain  Isaac  Hull. 

Specijication  Ath.  For  that  the  said  captain  John 
SUaw,  on  or  about  the  fourteenth  day  of  January 
last,  with  a view  to  cause  the  correctness  of  the 
conduct  of  captain  Isaac  Hull,  as  commandant  of 
the  navy  yard  at  Charlestown  aforesaid,  to  be  sus- 
pected and  improperly  drawn  in  question,  and, 
without  ascertaining  the  truth  of  certain  reports  in 
relation  thereto,  which  he,  the  said  captain  Shaw, 
alleged  to  be  in  circulation,  did  wantonly  address 
a letter  to  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  navy,  of  the 
purport  and  effect  following,  to  wit; 

*‘i7.  S.  ship  Independence,  January  14,  1822. 

*‘Sih:  It  is  with  much  regret  that  I inform  you 
that  there  are  reports  in  circulation,  both  ii;  and 
outside  the  navy  yard,  Charlestown,  relative  to  the 
mal  practices  and  public  plunder  which  have  been 
committed  there  for  several  years  past  by  that  vil- 
lain Fosdick,  and  that  there  is  much  said,  with 
freedom,  of  others  as  coadjutors  in  this  nefarious 
business.  As  to  myself,  I know  nothing  of  the 
transaction,  but  will  hazard  an  opinion  that,  if  Fos- 
dick’s  conduct  should  be  strictly  investigated,  ac- 
cording to  law,  much  real  benefit  might  arise  to  the 
service,  and  much  fraud  be  detected. 

“I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  respectfully,  your 
obedient,  JOHN  SHAW. 

“'/Vie  hon.  Smith  Thompson,  secretary  of  theJVavy” 

He,  the  said  captain  Shaw,  thereby  endeavoring 
to  implicate  him,  the  said  captain  Hull,  as  a coad- 
jutor in  the  nefarious  business  of  said  Fosdick, 
therein  referred  to. 

Specification  5th.  For  that  the  said  captain  John 
Shaw,  on  or  about  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  January 
last,  bvaing  been  directed  by  the  hon.  secretary  of 
the  navy  to  make  known  the  names  of  the  persona 
referred  to  in  the  letter  set  forth  in  the  preceding 
specification,  did  address  to  the  said  secretary  a 
letter,  of  the  purport  and  effect  following,  to  w'it; 

“Ch  S.  ship  Independence,  Boston,  25th  Jan.  1822. 

“Sir;  I have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  by  which  I 
am  directed  to  make  knowm  to  you,  without  delay, 
tlie  names  of  the  persons  which  were  alluded  to  in 
my  letter  to  you  of  the  14th  instant,  W’ho,  for  years 
past,  have  been  believed  to  be  partakers  in  the 
system  of  fraud  which  has  existed  in  our  naval  af- 
fairs on  this  station.  The  gentlemen  in  question, 
and  to  W’hom  are  imputed  the  crime  of  fraud,  in 
part  concerned  with  Mr.  Fosdick,  are  captain  Isaac 
Hull,  commanding  the  Charlestown  navy  yard,  and 
Amos  Binney,  esq.  navy  agent;  and  for  the  ground_ 
on  which  my  communication  of  the  14th  instant  was 
founded,  1 beg  leave  to  refer  to  you  the  official 
oommunicatiou  of  lieutenant  Abbot  to  the  depart- 
ment, under  date  of  the inst. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  again  remark,  that  I have  no 
personal  knowledge  of  any  acts  of  impropriety  im» 
puted  to  either  of  the  above  named  gentlemen,  as 
they  must  have  been  committed  before  my  arrival 
here. 

“I  must,  however,  beg  permission  to  express  an 
opinion,  that  an  investigation  of  Mr.  Fosdick’s  con- 
duct, before  a tribunal  of  men  on  oath,  would  ex- 
pose a •ombioation  in  thQ  frauds  of  which  he  has 
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been  detected  in  the  administration  of  our  naval 
concerns  on  this  station. 

“I  regret  that  the  numerous  reports  in  circulation 
compel  me  to  make  representations  unfavorable  to 
the  character  of  a brother  officer;  and  1 assure  you, 
sir,  that  nothing  but  a sense  of  duty  I owe  to  the 
service,  and  a desire  to  give  those  implicated  by 
these  reports  an  opportunity  to  acquit  themselves, 
has  influenced  me  to  a measure,  which  my  candid 
and  open  conduct  must  convince  you  could  origi- 
nate from  no  other  but  the  motives  1 have  assigned. 

“I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Stc.  JOHN  SlIAW. 

“ TAe  hon  Smith  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington.^* 

Thereby  wantonly  and  maliciously  insinuating, 
that  if  an  investigation  of  the  conduct  of  said  Fos- 
dick  were  had  before  a tribunal  of  men  on  oath,  that 
he,  the  said  captain  Hull,  would  be  exposed  as  a 
party  in  the  fraud  of  said  Fosdick. 

Specification  6th.  For  that  he,  the  said  captain 
John  Shaw,  with  the  malicious  intent  of  defaming 
the  character  and  conduct  of  captain  Isaac  Hull,  did, 
on  or  about  the  22d  day  of  Jan.  last,  write  and  send 
to  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  navy,  a scandalous 
letter,  of  the  purport  following,  to  wit: 

**U.  S ship  Independence,  Boston,  22d  Jan.  1822. 
“Sir;  A report  is  now  current  among  the  officers 
of  the  navy,  and  has  been  long  since  circulated  by 
many  citizens  of  the  country,  that  the  frigate  Con- 
stitution, under  the  command  of  captain  Isaac  Hull, 
when  in  Europe,  during  the  winter  of  1811  and  12, 
after  landing  Mr.  Joel  Barlow,  (our  minister),  in 
England,  proceeded  shortly  after,  with  despatches 
from  that  gentleman,  to  France;  and  that  captain 
Hull  received  on  board  his  ship  several  passengers, 
for  which  he  charged  from  twenty  to  twenty -five 
guineas  each  the  passage.  That  he,  captain  Hull, 
was  repeatedly  employed  in  this  way,  and  passed 
and  re*passed  between  a port  in  France  and  Ports- 
mouth, England,  with  passengers,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived as  a fee  of  admittance  on  board  his  ship,  a 
sum  either  in  money  or  valuable.s,  equivalent  to 
that  paid  by  the  persons  carried  in  the  first  instance. 

“This  circumstaace  can  be  fully  proven,  if  deem- 
ed necessary,  by  several  officers  of  the  navy  and 
citizens,  now  in  the  United  States,  who  had  the 
honor  (if  it  can  be  called  an  honor)  to  be  numbered 
among  the  passengers.  One  gentleman,  who  appli- 
ed to  captain  Hull  for  a passage,  and  who,  by  the 

misfortunes  of ,was  without  the  means  to  pay 

ibr  it,  candidly  stated  his  situation,  and  that  his 
future  prospects  depended  on  success,  but  found 
his  supplications  entirely  unavailing,  until  seconded 
by  the  ofier  of  his  watch,  which  the  captain  ac- 
cepted and  granted  the  passage  as  a mark  of  favor. 

“1  have  frequently  conversed  on  this  subject  with 
captains  Crane,  Sinclair,  Bainbridge,  and  others, 
who  corroborate  the  above  reports.  A course  of 
conduction  so  derogatory  to  the  character  of  an  of- 
ficer and  gentleman  (characters  which  ought  to  be 
inseparable)  I feel  it  to  be  my  duty  as  a captain  in 
the  navy  to  lay  before  you.  If  captain  Hull  is  in- 
nocent, he  has  it  in  his  power  to  call  on  the  officers 
who  served  with  him  at  the  period  referred  to. 

“1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  JOHN  SHAW. 

“jTAe  hon.  Smith  Thompson, 

Secretary  of  the  navy,  Washington.** 

When,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  he,  the  said  captain 
Hull,  never  did  charge  nor  did  he  receive  from  any 
passenger,  the  sum  of  tv/enty  or  twenty-five  gui- 
neas, either  in  money  or  valuables  equivalent  there- 
to, hut  merely  received  a sum  sufficient  to  indem- 
nify him  for  the  Flores  laid  infer  the  consumption  of 


such  passenger:  and  when,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  he, 
the  said  captain  Hull,  was  not  repeatedly  employed 
in  passing  and  re-passing  between  a port  in  France 
and  Portsmouth,  England,  with  passengers,  for  his 
private  emolument,  as  set  forth  in  said  letter:  and 
when,  in  truth,  the  said  captain  Hull  did  not  refuse 
to  receive  as  a passenger  a gentleman  in  misfortune, 
until  he  gave  said  captain  Hull  his  watch  for  his 
passage,  as  set  forth  in  said  letter:  and  when,  in 
truth  and  in  fact,  the  reports  set  forth  in  said  let- 
ter were  never  corroborated  by  captains  Crane, 
Sinclair,  and  Bainbridge,  and  others,  in  conversa- 
tion with  him,  said  Shaw,  as  by  him,  in  said  letter, 
was  alleged:  and  when,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  all  the 
said  allegations,  insinuations,  and  reports  therein 
contained,  are  utterly  false  and  without  foundation. 

Specification  7th.  For  that  the  said  captain  John 
Shaw,  during  the  months  of  December  and  January- 
last,  regardless  of  his  duty  as  an  officer,  and  cha- 
racter as  a gentleman,  did  meanly  listen  to  reports 
referred  to  in  the  preceding  specifications  of  this 
charge,  relative  to  the  character  and  conduct  of 
captain  Isaac  Hull,  as  commandant  of  the  navy 
yard  at  Charlestown  aforesaid;  and,  with  a view  to 
gratify  a base  spirit  of  revenge,  did  conspire  with, 
and  countenance,  lieut  Joel  Abbot,  of  the  U S. 
navy,  and  others,  in  giving  currency  to  said  false  and 
malicious  reports. 

Specification  8th.  For  that  the  said  captain  John 
Shaw,  in  the  months  of  January  and  February  of  the 
present  year,  contrary  to  his  duty  as  an  officer,  did 
expose  to  view,  and  sufi'er  chaplain  Cheever  Felch, 
and  other  officers  of  the  navy,  to  examine  and  pe- 
ruse his  official  communications  with  the  navy  de- 
partment,  and  the  letters  received  by  him  from  the 
hon.  secretary  of  the  navy,  and,  in  particular,  the 
letters  set  forth  in  the  preceding  specifications  of 
this  charge,  in  order  that  the  reports  therein  re- 
ferred to  might  be  put  and  kept  in  circulation. 

Specification  9th.  For  that  the  said' captain  John 
Shaw,  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  January  last, 
regardless  of  the  character  and  proper  feelings  of 
an  officer  and  a gentleman,  did  enclose  to  master 
commandant  Wm.  B.  Shubrick  an  unsealed  letter, 
addressed  to  “captain  Isaac  Hull, commandant  navy 
yard,  Charlestown,”  enclosing  copies  of  letters  set 
forth  in  the  preceding  specifications  of  this  charge^ 
and  written  by  him,  the  said  captain  Shaw,  to  the 
secretary  of  the  navy;  and  with  which  letters  the 
duty  of  said  master  commandant  Shubrick  did  not 
require  him  to  be  acquainted.  Thereby  endeavor- 
ing to  give  publicity  to  the  scandalous  reports  refer. 
red  to  by  him,  said  captain  Shaw,  in  said  letters. 

ISAAC  HULL. 

U.  S.  navy  yard,  Charlestown,  February  14,  1822. 

U.  S.  Ship  iNnEPENDESCE, 

JVavy  Yard,  Charlestown, 
Thursday,  Wth  April,  A.  D.  1822. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment-all  the 
members  present.  Captain  Shaw  appeared,  and, 
being  asked  whether  he  was  now  ready  to  proceed 
on  his  defence,  he  replied  that  he  was.  Thereupon 
the  defence  was  produced  and  read  by  his  counsel. 

The  audience  were  then  directed  to  withdraw, 
and  the  judge  advocate  summed  up  the  evidence. 
The  court  proceeded  to  deliberate  on  the  evidence 
adduced,  as  well  as  the  several  matters  urged  by 
the  accused  in  his  defence,  and  found  that  the  first 
and  second  specifications  of  the  first  charge  were 
proved,  and  adjudged  him,  the  said  captain  John 
Shaw,  guilty  of  the  first  charge,  of  “treating  with 
contempt  his  superior  officer,  being  in  the 
tion  of  Use  duties  of  his  offiee.” 
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The  court  Further  found  that  the  first  specifica- 
tion of  the  second  charge  was  proved;  that  the 
second  specification,  so  far  as  it  charges  the  ac- 
cused with  writing  the  letter  therein  referred  to, 
is  proved;  and  that  theresiduethereof  is  not  proved. 

The  court  also  found  that  so  much  of  the  third 
specification  of  the  second  charge  is  proved,  as  al- 
leges that  captain  Shaw  put  in  circulation  the  re- 
ports therein  referred  to,  without  ascertaining  their 
truth,  and  without  communicating  them  to  captain 
Hull;  and  that  the  residue  of  said  specification  is 
hot  proved;  and  that  the  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  spe- 
cifications of  the  second  charge  aforesaid,  were 
proved. 

The  usual  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived, 
the  court  adjourned,  to  meet  on  board  this  ship 
to-morrow,  at  10  o’clock,  A.  M. 

U.  S.  ship  r?idependencef 
Friday,  12th  April,  1822. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  ail  the 
members  present. 

The  court  resumed  their  deliberations  on  the 
evidence  adduced,  and  the  grounds  of  defence  reli- 
ed on  by  captain  Shaw,  and  found  that  the  seventh 
specification  of  the  second  charge  was  proved;  that 
so  much  of  the  eighth  specification  thereof  w'as 
proved  as  alleges  “that  captain  Shaw,  contrary  to 
his  duty  as  an  officer,  did  expose  to  view,  and  suffer 
chaplain  Cheever  Felch,  and  other  officers  of  the 
navy,  to  examine  and  peruse  his  official  communi- 
cations with  the  navy  department”  therein  referred 
to;  and  that  the  residue  of  said  specification  was 
not  proved;  and  they  further  found  that  so  much 
of  the  ninth  specification  of  said  second  charge  was 
proved,  as  alleges 


Pape"  No.  2.  A letter  written  by  Joel  Abbot  to 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  bearing  date  19th  of  Jan. 
1822,  touching  the  character  cf  captain  Isaac  Hull 
and  others. 

Paper  No.  3.  A letter  from  Doctor  Samuel  R. 
Trevett,  jr.  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  bearing 
date  the  22d  of  January,  1822,  and  enclosing  a 
communication  from  lieut.  Abbot  to  him  relative 
to  captain  Isaac  Hnll  and  others. 

Paper  No.  4.  A paper  without  date  or  signature, 
but  in  the  hand  writing  of  Doct.  Samuel  R.  Trevett, 
jr.  of  the  navy,  containing  information  given  by 
him  to  me,  touching  the  conduct  of  captain  Isaac 
Hull  and  others. 

Pi»per  No.  5.  A letter  from  lieutenant  J.  Percivalj 
of  the  navy,  to  me,  dated  10th  February,  1822, 
mentioning  the  proposal  that  had  been  made  to  him 
by  lieutenant  Joel  Abbot,  to  withdraw  the  charges 
against  captain  Isaac  Hull. 

In  addition  to  this  documentary  evidence,  I beg 
leave  to  mention  the  following  persons  as  wit- 
nesses: 


George  Blake,  esq. 
Amos  Binney,  esq. 
Charles  Bradbury,  esq. 
William  Parmenter, 
John  A.  Bates, 

Capt.  Isaac  Hull, 
George  Bates, 

Robert  Knox, 

Josiah  Barker, 

Asa  Bucknam* 

James  Bogman, 
Jonathan  Pierce, 
Jeremiah  Sprague, 


Purser  Deblois 
Charles  F.  Waldo,  S.  M. 
Henry  Tolman, 

Francis  Wyman, 
Francis  McKenna, 
Thomas  Child, 

Wm.S.  Rogers, 

Robert  C Ludlow, 
John  Binney, 

Abraham  Walton, 
Stephen  G.  Clark, 
Zachariah  R.  Fuller, 
Capt.  John  Shaw, 


that  the  said  capt.  Shaw,  regard- 
less of  the  character  and  proper  feelings  of  an  of-  Capt.  Wm.  B.  Shubrick,  Doct.  S.  U.  Trevett,  jr. 
ficer,  did  enclose  to  master-commandant  Wm.  B.  Wm.  M.  Caldwell,  Lieut.  Henry  Ward, 

Shubrick  an  unsealed  letter,  addressed  to  “capt.  John  Percival,  Jacob  Mull, 

Hull.commandantnavy  yard,  Charlestown,”  enclos-|  Jacob  Pearson,  Wm.  Keating. 

i-.i.  - ....  /.  j _ j honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 


ing  copies  of  the  letters  referred  to,  and  with  which 
the  duty  of  said  master-commandant  Shubrick  did 
not  require  him  to  be  acquainted,”  and  that  the 
residue  of  said  specification  was  not  proved. 

The  court  adjudge  him,  the  said  captain  John 
Shaw,  guilty  of  “unofficer-like  conduct,”  but  not 
guilty  of  “ungentleman-like  conduct,”  set  forth  in 
the  second  charge  exhibited  against  him.  And 
thereupon  sentence  him  to  be  suspended  for  the 
term  of  six  months,  to  commence  from  the  time  of 
the  approval  of  this  sentence. 

THOMAS  TINGEY, 
President  of  the  Court. 
Wm.  C.  Atlwiit,  Judge  Advocate. 

Approved,  23d  April,  1822: 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 


your  most  obedient  servant. 


Hon. 


Smith  Thompson, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


D.  PORFER, 
Navy  Commissioner. 


Case  of  Lieut.  Abbot* 

Washington,  March  7,  1822. 

Sin:  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a charge,  with 
the  specifications,  against  Joel  Abbot,  a lieutenant 
in  the  navy  of  the  United  States— and  to  request 
that  the  case  may  be  brought  under  the  cognizance 
of  a court  martial. 

In  support  of  the  charge  and  specifications,  1 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  written  testi- 
mony, viz: 

Paper  No.  1.  A letter  addressed  by  lieutenant 
Joel  Abbot  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  bearing 
date  ihe  llth  of  January,  1822,  enclosing  a com- 
munication seriously  implicating  the  official  con- 
duct of  Captain  Isaac  Hull,  of  the  navy,  and  others. 

Skp  to  Yoi,  XXU — r. 


Charge  dnil  specifications  against  Joel  Abbot,  a lieut. 
in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Charge, — For  scandalous  conduct,  tending  to  the 
destruction  of  good  morals,  in  violation  of  the  3d 
article  of  the  act  of  congress,  entitled  “An  act  for 
the  better  government  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,”  passed  April  23,  1800. 

SPECIFICATIONS. 

1st.  In  that,  moved  by  a spirit  of  envy  or  base 
motive,  he  hath,  upon  the  Boston  station,  and  with- 
in a year  now  last  past,  scandalously  attempted  to 
take  from  his  superior  officer,  captain  Isaac  Hull, 
his  good  name. 

2d.  In  that  he  has,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  made  numerous  scandalous  and 
false  insinuations  against  the  official  character  and 
conduct  of  his  superior  officer,  captain  Isaac  Hull, 
calculated  to  stamp  his  name  with  opprobrium  and 
infamy. 

3d.  In  that  he  did,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  on  or  aboutthe  llth  day  of  Jan. last 
past,  address  a letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
covering  a communication,  w''itten  in  his  own  hand 
WTiting,  or  by  his  direction  and  request, ’contdining 
numerous,  false,  scandalous,  and  malicious  charges 
against  his  superior  officer,  captain  Is.aac  Hull, 
calculated  to  deprive  the  said  captain  Hull  of  his 
honorable  fame. 
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4th.  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the  | 
station  aforesaid,  scandalously  insinuated  that  capt. 
Isaac  Hull  has  been  concerned  in  a game  of  pecu> 
lation. 

5th.  In  that  be  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  scandalously  insinuated  that  capt. 
Hull  was  connected  with  a certain  person  of  the 
name  of  Fosdick,  in  fraudulent  transactions  against 
the  navy  department;  that  the  said  capt.  Hull  pro- 
tected by  his  official  power  and  influence  the  said 
Fosdick  while  he  was  committing  frauds  against 
the  government  of  the  United  States;  that  the  said 
captain  Hull  knew  of  such  frauds,  and  participated 
in  the  fruits  thereof. 

6th.  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  scandalously  insinuated  that  capt. 
Isaac  Hull  caused  those  “who  ventured  to  oppose, 
to  scruple,  or  reluctantly  to  acquiesce  in  the  game 
of  peculation,  to  feel  the  effects  of  his  displeasure 
in  their  emoluments,  their  feelings,  or  in  their  situa- 
tions;” and  that  captain  Hull,  with  others  having 
power  in  their  hands,  attacked  every  honest  man 
“in  the  yard,  considering  every  honest  man”  as  a 
barrier  to  their  fraudulent  designs. 

fth.  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  scandalously  insinuated  that  capt. 
Hull,  having  attached  property  of  Fosdick’s,  to  the 
amount  of  g90,000,  permitted,  or  caused,  the  li- 
beration of  the  said  Fosdick,  upon  the  payment  of 
^58,000  only;  thereby,  scandalously  and  falsely,  in- 
sinuating that  capta[in  Hull  produced  or  caused  the 
liberation  of  the  said  Fosdick,  to  the  injury  of  the 
public  interest,  from  base  and  sinister  motives, 

8th.  In  that  he  has,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  scandalously  stated  as  follows: 
“I  have  heard  that  copper  has  been  seen  in  Boston, 
with  the  navy  yard  mark,  and  that  the  necessary 
measures  have  not  been  taken  to  recover  it;”  which 
words,  taken  in  connection  with  those  which  pre- 
cede and  follow  them  in  the  letter  refered  to  in  the 
3d  specification,^  are  calculated  to  convey  the  im- 
pression that  captain  Hull  knew  of  property  having 
been  purloined  and  taking  out  of  the  yard  under  his 
command,  and  where  such  property  v/as  after  having 
been  so  purloined  and  taken  out,  and  yet  did  not 
take  the  necessary  means  to  recover  it;  thereby  in- 
sinuating that  the  said  captain  Hull  was  guilty  of 
gross  neglect  of  duly. 

9th.  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  scandalously  and  maliciously  as- 
serted that  his  superior  officer,  captain  Isaac  Hull, 
permitted  incorrect  surveys  for  several  years  upon 
the  copper;  “that  proper  surveys  for  several  years 
have  not  been  held  upon  the  copper;”  that  an  exact 
account  of  every  other  article  has  been  taken,  such 
as  weighing  of  the  iron,  &c.;  but  the  copper  has  not 
been  so  surveyed  although  returns  have  been  made 
of  it,  and  that  it  appeared  to  him  “to  be  intended 
that  this  article  should  escape  toa  minute  an  ex- 
amination;” thereby  insinuating  that  captain  Hull 
was  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty,  and  permitted,  al- 
lowed, made,  or  caused  to  be  made,  erroneous  re- 
turns of  the  copper,  from  base  and  dishonorable 
motives,  with  a view  to  conceal  from  the  knowledge 
of  the  government  numerous  alleged  frauds  and 
peculations. 

lOtf).  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  scandalously  insinuated  that  his 
superior  officer,  captain  Hull,  used  or  caused  to  be 
used,  unjustifiable  and  highly  reprehensible  means 
in  getting,  attempting  to  get,  or  obtain  for  a cer- 
tain person  of  the  name  of  Fosdick,  numerous  si- 
tuations in  the  yard  under  his  command,  with  a 
view  to  more  extensive  peculation*,  that  captain 


I Hull  manifested  a wish  to  place  the  said  Fi,sdick 
in  every  subordinate  situation  in  the  yard  under 
his  command,  which  involved  trust  and  responsi- 
bility for  public  stores,  in  order  to  give  him  a 
wider  field  of  action,  and  afford  him  more  extensive 
opportunities  of  committing  frauds  and  peculation 
upon  the  public,  in  which  the  said  captain  Hull 
was  to  participate, 

lltb.  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  falsely  and  scandalously  insinuat- 
ed that  captain  Hull  united  in  a combination  with 
Fosdick  and  others,  to  attack,  and  endeavor  to  drive 
from  the  yard,  every  honest  man. 

12th.  In  that  be  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  falsely  and  scandalously  insinuat- 
ed that  captain  Isaac  Hull  was  fraudulently  concern- 
ed in  a plot  or  contrivance  to  get  Fosdick  appoint- 
ed assistant  store  keeper,  to  the  exclusion  of  Mr. 
Waldo,  and  endeavored  to  get  him  appointed  pur- 
ser, to  the  exclusion  of  Mr.  Deblois. 

13th.  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  falsely  and  scandalously  insinuat- 
ed that  captain  Isaac  Hull,  and  a certain  person  by 
the  name  of  Fosdick,  were  concerned,  together  with 
the  hucksters  and  shops  outside  of  the  yard,  in  a 
way  that  must  have  led  them  to  become  intimately 
acquainted  with  each  other’s  character,  and  imply- 
ing that  they  were  both  alike  dishonest,  and  that 
the  said  captain  Hull  was  so  entangled  in  the  con- 
cerns of  the  said  Fosdick,  that  he  was  obliged,  from 
considerations  of  personal  interest,  to  cloak  his 
frauds  and  wink  at  his  obliquities. 

14th.  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  scandalously  insinuated  that  capt. 
Isaac  Hull,  with  fraudulent  and  artful  intent,  en- 
deavored to  prolong  the  investigation  in  the  case 
of  Fosdick,  in  order  that  he  might  receive  g300 
for  what  might  have  been  done  in  three  months, 
but  which  took  four  or  five  nvonths. 

15tb.  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  scandalously  insinuated  that  capt, 
Isaac  Hull  connected  himself  with  Mr.  Amos  Bin- 
ney  in  establising  a confidential  clerk  in  a store  near 
the  navy  yard,  with  a view  to  practice,  convenient- 
ly, frauds  and  peculations  upon  the  public. 

16th.  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  scandalously  insinuated  that  capt. 
Isaac  Hull,  still  plotting  and  contriving  with  Binney 
to  cheat  and  defraud  the  public,  took  in  to  his  of- 
fice, after  the  removal  of  Fosdick,  a clerk  brought 
up  by  Mr.  Binney,  slill  in  the  pay  of  Mr.  Binney; 
and,  with  similar  fraudulent  intents,  took  another 
of  Mr.  Binney’s  clerks  in  the  store  keeper’s  office. 

17th.  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  falsely  and  scandalously  insinuat- 
ed that  captain  Hull,  by  his  example,  encouraged 
others  to  depredate  on  the  public,  whereby  Mr, 
Rogers,  Mr.  Ludlow,  and  Mr.  John  Binney,  realised 
large  estates. 

18th,  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  falsely  and  scandalously  insinuat- 
ed that  captain  Isaac  Hull  was  guilty  of  oppression 
in  not  allowing  to  officers  chamber-money,  fire- 
wood, and  candles,  allowed  them  by  the  department. 

19th.  In  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  falsely  and  scandalously  insinuat- 
ed that  captain  Isaac  Hull  was  guilty  of  disobedience 
of  orders  in  not  making  to  officers  certain  allow- 
ances, when  he  had  a positive  order  so  to  do. 

20th.  in  that  he  hath,  during  the  time  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  falsely  and  scandalously  insinuat-* 
ed  that  captain  Isaac  Hull  treated  the  officers  of 
the  yard,  or  some  of  them,  with  cruelty,  and  op- 
pression, and  harshness,  when  they  made  appUca- 


NILES’  REGISTER-SUP.  TO  VOL.  XXII— CASE  OF  LIEUT.  ABBOT.  5{ 


tion  to  him  for  certain  allowances  to  which  they 
were  entitled. 

21st.  In  that  the  said  Joel  Abbot,  during  the 
time  and  on  the  station  aforesaid,  after  having 
acknowledged,  in  the  presence  of  Geo.  Blake,  esq. 
that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  sustain  the  charges 
he  had  made  against  captain  Isaac  Htill,  or  any  one 
of  them;  that  he  knew  nothing  against  the  character 
of  captain  Hull;  that  he  could  produce  no  witness 
or  witnesses  to  support  the  charges,  or  any  of  them, 
against  captain  Hull;  after  h.aving  been  requested 
hy  his  superior  officer,  captain  D ivid  Porter,  (charg- 
ed and  clothed  with  special  powers  to  investigate 
the  alleged  cliarges  against  captain  Hull),  to  name 
his  witness  and  witnesses,  and  declining  to  name 
them,  or  any  of  them;  and  after  having  been  further 
required  by  said  captain  D^vid  Porter,  on  or  about 
the  4th  day  of  February  last  past,  to  bring  forward 
his  testimony  to  supp  >rt  the  said  charges,  or  to 
withdraw  them  by  12  o’clock  of  the  ensuing  day, 
before  breakfast,  called  on  lieut.  J.  Percival,  of  the 
navy,  and  did  then  and  there  scandalously  and  basely 
propose  to  the  said  lieut.  Percival  to  withdraw  hi.s 
charges  against  captain  Hull  upon  conditions  cal 
culated,  if  accepted,  to  degrade  the  said  capt.  Hull. 

^ 22d.  In  that  the  said  Joel  Abbot  did,  during  the 
time  and  on  the  station  aforesaid,  scandalously 
combine  with  captain  John  Shaw,  of  the  navy,  to 
injure  and  defame  the  character  of  liis  superior  of- 
ficer, captain  Isaac  Hull. 

23d.  In  that,  the  said  Joel  Abbot  did,  <iuring  the 
time  and  on  the  station  aforesaid,  scandalously 
combine  with  surgeon  Samuel  R.  Trevett,  of  the 
navy,  to  injure  and  defame  the  character  of  his  su- 
perior officer,  captain  Isaac  Hull. 

24ih.  In  that  the  said  Joel  Abbot  did,  during  tlie 
time  and  on  the  station  aforesaid,  scandalously 
combine  with  Chee\*er  Felch,  a chapl.-iin  in  the  navy, 
to  injure  and  defame  the  character  of  his  superior 
officer.  Captain  Isaac  Hull. 

25lh  in  that  the  said  Joel  Abbot  did,  during  the 
time  and  on  the  station  aforesaid,  scandalously 
combine  with  lieutenant  Henry  Ward,  of  the  navy, 
to  injure  and  defame  the  character  of  his  superior 
officer,  Captain  Isaac  Hull. 

26th.  In  that  the  said  Joel  Abbot  did,  during  the 
time  and  on  the  station  aforesaid,  scandalously 
combine  with  Charles  F.  Waldo,  a sailing  master 
in  the  navy,  to  injure  and  defame  the  character  of 
his  superior  officer,  captain  Isaac  Hull. 

^ 27th.  In  that  the  said  Joel  Abbot  did,  during  the 
time  and  on  the  station  aforesaid,  scandalously 
combine  with  captain  John  Shaw,  surgeon  Samuel 
R.  Trevett,  jr.  chaplain  Cheever  Felch,  lieut.  Henry 
Ward,  and  sailing  master  Charles  F.  Waldo,  all 
of  the  navy,  and  with  others,  to  injure  and  defame 
the  character  of  his  superior  officer,  captain  Isaac 
Hull. 

^ 28th.  In  that  the  said  Joel  Abbot  did,  during  the 
time  and  on  the  station  aforesaid,  in  a letter  ad- 
dressed by  him  to  surgeon  Samuel  R.  Trevett,  jr.  of 
the  navy,  bearing  date  the  19th  January,  1822,  use 
the  following  words:  “I  am  very  confident  that  there 
can  be  established  a connection  between  captain 
Hull  and  Fosdick,  that  must  damn  capt.  Hull  if  he 
is  brought  to  a court  martial.”  (the  latter  word 
erroneously  written  Marshall),  which  words  were 
highly  disrespectful  to  his  superior  officer,  and 
highly  scandalous. 

29th.  In  that  the  said  Joel  Abbot  did,  during  the 
time  and  on  the  station  aforesaid,  in  a letler  ad- 


dressed by  him  to  the  honorable  Smith  Thompson, 
secretarv  of  the  navy,  bearing  Hate  19th  January. 
1822,  use  the  following  words:  “I  am  acquainted 
with  such  facts  and  circumstances  relative  to  the 
conduct  of  captain  Hull,  that  I dare  say  that,  if  he 
should  be  brought  to  court  martial,  he  must  in- 
evitably be  disgraced;”  and  the  following:  “I  beg 
leave  to  remark  that  things  have  got  to  such  a cn<;is, 
that  capt  Hull  cannot  remain  on  this  station  much 
longer  without  being  himself  or  l aving  others  dis- 
graced;” thus  scandalously,  and  with  deliberate 
malice,  attempting  to  injure  and  defame  the  cha- 
racter of  his  superior  officer,  captain  Isaac  Hull. 

D.  PtIRTEfv,  Navy  Commissio.ner, 

Uiiiteii  Stntea*  ship  T?ulef)eTjdeyicf, 

JWiTi/  Yard,  Cha''lpstmvv,  > 

Tuesday  7th  D.  1822.  > 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  all  the 
members  present. 

The  reading  of  the  whole  of  the  record  having 
been  completed,  the  cottrt  proceeded  to  deliberate 
on  the  evidence  adduced,  as  well  as  the  matters 
tirged  by  the  prisoner  in  his  defence — and,  having 
fully  considered  the  same,  fend  that  so  much  of 
the  first  specification  is  proved  as  alleges  that  the 
prisoner  “hath,  iipon  the  Boston  station,  and  within 
a vear  past,  sonndalou.sly  attempted  to  take  from 
his  superior  officer,  captain  Isaac  Hull,  his  good 
name.”  The  court  further  find  that  the  second, 
third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth, 
tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth  specifica- 
tions are  proved — that  tfip  fourteenth  specification 
is  not  proved — that  the  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  seven- 
teenth,  eighteenth,  and  nineteenth,  specifications 
are  proved — that  so  much  of  the  twentieth  specifi- 
cation is  proved,  as  alleges  that  the  prisoner,  “du- 
ring the  time  and  on  the  station  aforesaid,  falsely 
and  scandalously  insinuated  that  captain  Isaac  Hull 
treated  the  officers  of  the  yard,  or  some  of  them, 
with  harshness  when  thev  made  application  to  him 
for  certain  allowances  to  which  they  were  entitled,” 
and  that  the  residue  thereof  is  not  proved — that  so 
much  of  the  twenty-first  specification  is  proved  as 
alleges  “that  the  prisoner,  after  having  been  re- 
quired by  bis  superior  officer,  captain  David  Porter, 
(charged  and  clothed  with  special  powers  to  inves- 
tigate the  allege^  cfiarges  against  captain  Hull,)  to 
name  his  witness  and  witnesses,  and,  declining  to 
name  them,  except  one,  did,  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  fifth  oF  February  last  past,  scandalously  and 
basely  propose  to  the  said  lieut.  Percival,  to  with- 
draw  his  charges  against  captain  Hull,  upon  con- 
ditions calculated,  if  accepted,  to  degrade  the  said 
captain  Hull.”  The  court  find  that  the  twenty- 
second  specification  is  not  proved;  they  find  that 
the  twenty-third  specification  is  proved;  the  court 
find  that  the  twenty-fourth  specification  is  not  prov. 
ed — thatthe  twenty-fifth  specification  and  the  twen- 
ty-sixth are  not  proved — that  so  much  of  the  twen. 
ty-seventh  specification  is  proved  as  alleges  “that 
said  Joel  Abbot  did,  during  the  time,  and  on  the 
station  aforesaid,  scandalously  combine  with  sur- 
geon Samuel  R.  Trevett,  jr.  to  injure  and  defame 
the  character  of  his  superior  officer  captain  Isaac 
Hull,”  and  thatthe  residue  thereof  is  not  proved: 
The  court  thereupon  adjudge  him,  the  said  lieut. 
Joel  Abbot,  guilty  of  the  chrage  of  “scandalous 
conduct,  tending  to  the  destruction  of  good  morals,” 
preferred  against  him,  and  sentence  him  to  be  sus- 
pended from  rank,  pay,  and  emoluments,  for  the 
term  of  tw'o  years,  from  the  time  of  the  approval 
of  this  sentence:  and  that  the  finding  ot  tl)ls  court  on 
the  charge  and  speeificatjon.s  exhibited  agaiust  liitn 
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and  also  the  sentence  pronounced,  when  approved, 
be  transmitted  to,  and  publicly  read  at,  each  of  the 
naval  stations  in  the  United  Sta  es. 

THOMAS  TINGEY, 
President  of  the  court. 
William  C.  Atlwjs,  Judj^e  Advocate. 

Approved,  May  15,  1822: 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 


Indian  Affairs. 

A report  of  the  secretary  of  war,  of  the  measures 
hitherto  devised  and  pursued  for  the  civilization  of 
Indian  tribes,  -within  the  United  States. 

HOUSE  or  KEPUESENTATIVES,  FEB.  11,  1822. 

Department  of  state,  8th  February,  1822. 

The  secretary  of  war,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives,  “re- 
questing the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  this  house  any  information 
which  he  may  have  of  the  condition  of  the  several 
Indian  tribes  within  the  United  States,  and  the  pro- 
gress of  the  measures  hitherto  devised  and  pursued 
for  their  civilization,”  has  the  honor  to  transmit  the 
enclosed  table,  marked  A,  containing  the  number 
of  schools  established  under  the  patronage  of  the 
government  within  the  Indian  country;  the  number 
of  scholars  at  each;  the  time  of  their  commencement, 
where  fixed,  and  by  w'hom  established,  with  remarks 
on  their  progress,  present  condition,  &c.  By  re- 
ference to  the  table  it  will  appear  that  there  are 
eleven  principal  schools  with  three  subordinate  ones, 
in  actual  operation,  and  that  three  are. in  a state  of 
preparation,  and  that  the  number  of  scholars,  at  the 
last  return,  at  the  principal  and  subordinate  schools, 
atnounted  to  five  hundred  and  eight.  On  these 
schools  there  has  been  expended  ^15,827  56,  of 
which  g7,447  56  have  been  on  account  of  build- 
ings, and  the  balance,  ^8,380,  on  account  pf  the 
expense  of  tuition.  It  is  made  a condition  of  the 
subscription  on  the  part  of  the  government,  that 
the  schools  should  be  established  within  the  Indian 
country,  and  that  the  system  of  education,  in  ad- 
dition to  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  should, 
for  the  boys,  embrace  instruction  in  agriculture 
and  the  ordinary  mechanic  arts,  and  for  the  girls, 
the  common  domestic  industry  of  that  sex. 

It  was  thought  advisable,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  system,  to  proceed  with  caution,  and  to  en- 
large the  sphere  of  operation,  as  experience  should 
indicate  the  proper  measures  to  be  adopted,  by 
which  an  useless  expenditure  of  public  money  would 
be  avoided,  and  the  system  adopted  for  the  civili- 
zation of  the  Indians  have  the  fairest  trial.  Expe^ 
rience  has  thus  far  justified  those  which  haye  been 
adopted;  and  it  is  accordingly  intended  to  give, 
this  year,  a great  activity  to  the  funds,  of  which  a 
much  larger  portion  may  be  applied  to  tuition,  the 
necessary  buildings  at  so  many  points  having  al- 
ready been  erected. 

Whether  the  system  which  has  been  adopted  by 
the  government,  if  persevered  in,  will  ultimately 
bring  the  Indians  within  the  pale  of  civilization,  can 
only  be  determined  by  time.  It  has  been  in  opera- 
tion too  short  a period  to  pronounce  with  certainty 
on  the  result.  The  present  generation,  which  can- 
not be  greatly  affected  by  it,  must  pass  away,  and 
those  who  have  been  reared  under  the  present  sys- 
tem of  education  must  succeed  them,  before  it  can 
be  fully  tested.  As  far,  however,  as  civilization 
may  depend  on  education  only,  without  taking  into 
consideration  the  force  of  circumstances,  it  would 
seem  there  is  no  insuperable  difficulty  in  effecting 


the  benevolent  intention  of  the  goverment.  It 
maybe  affirmed, almost  without  qualification,  that 
all  of  the  tribes  within  our  settlements,  and  near 
our  borders,  are  even  solicitous  for  the  education 
of  their  children.  With  the  exception  of  the  Creeks, 
they  have  every  where  freely  and  cheerfully  assent- 
ed to  the  establishment  of  schools,  to  which,  in 
some  instances,  they  have  contributed.  The  Choc- 
taws in  this  respect,  have  evinced  the  most  liberal 
spirit,  having  set  aside  six  thousand  dollars  of  their 
annuity  in  aid  of  the  schools  established  among 
them.  The  reports  of  the  teachers  are  almost 
uniformly  favorable,  both  as  to  the  capacity  and 
docility  of  their  youths.  Their  progress  appears 
to  be  quite  equal  to  that  of  white  children  of  the 
same  age;  and  they  appear  to  be  equally  suscepti- 
ble of  acquiring  habits  of  industry.  At  some  of  the 
establishments  a considerable  portion  of  the  sup- 
plies are  raised  by  the  labor  of  the  scholars  and 
teachers. 

With  these  indications,  it  would  seem  that  there 
is  little  hazard  in  pronouncing,  that,  with  proper 
and  vigorous  efforts,  they  may  receive  an  educa- 
tion equal  to  that  of  the  laboring  portion  of  our 
community.  Still,  however,  the  interesting  inquiry 
remains  to  be  solved,  whether  such  an  education 
would  lead  them  to  that  state  of  morality,  civiliza- 
tion, and  happiness,  to  which  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
government  to  bring  them,  or  whether  there  is  not 
something  in  their  situation,  which  presents  insupe- 
rable obstacles  to  such  a state?  To  answer  this 
inquiry,  we  have  but  little  experience.  There  is 
certainly  much  encouragement  to  hope  for  the  best, 
from  the  fact  that  the  Cherokee  nation,  which  has 
made  the  greatest  progress  in  education,  has  also 
made  the  greatest  towards  this  desirable  state,  but 
the  experience  which  it  affords  is  yet  imperfect. 
They  have  adopted  written  provisions  for  their  go- 
vernment, to  a copy  of  which,  with  an  extract  of 
a letter  from  the  rev.  Mr.  Steiner,  a respectable 
Moravian,  who  has  visited  the  nation  at  the  >«te^ 
val  of  twenty  years,  and  states  the  progress  which 
they  have  made  in  that  time,  and  which  accompany 
this  report,  marked  B,  I would  respectfully 
the  house,  as  furnishing  the  best  testimony  of  the 
actual  progress  which  that  nation  has  made  towards 
civilization.  The  zeal  of  the  Cherokees  for  im- 
provement, and  the  progress  which  they  have  made, 
are  further  evinced  from  the  liberal  provision  for 
a school  fund,  for  which  the  last  treaty  with  them, 
ratified  on  the  10th  of  March,  1819,  stipulates,  and 
the  fact  that  there  are  now  established  in  the  na- 
tion six  schools,  (two  of  which  are  upon  the  Lancas- 
terian  system)  containing  in  the  aggregate  about 
230  scholars.  Notwithstanding  these  favorable  ap- 
pearances, many  obstacles,  difficult  to  be  sur- 
mounted, will  impede  the  progress  of  the  Indians 
to  a state  of  complete  civilization. 

Without  adverting  to  others,  the  politick  rela- 
tion which  they  bear  to  us,  is  of  itself  of  sufficient 
magnitude,  if  not  removed,  to  prevent  so  desirable 
a state  from  being  attained.  We  have  always  treat- 
ed them  as  an  independent  people;  and  however 
insignificant  a tribe  may  become,  and  however  sur- 
rounded by  a dense  white  population,  so 
there  are  any  remains,  it  continues  independent  ot 
our  laws  and  authority.  To  tribes  thus  surround- 
ed, nothing  can  be  conceived  more  opposed  to  their 
happiness  and  civilization  than  this  state  of  nominal 
independence.  It  has  not  one  of  the  advantages 
of  real  independence,  while  it  has  nearly  all  the 
disadvantages  of  a state  of  complete  subjugation. 
The  consequence  is  inevitable.  They  lose  the  lotty 
spirit  and  heroic  courage  of  the  savage  state,  witq- 
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out  acquiring  the  virtues  which  belong  to  the  civi- 
lized. Depressed  in  spirits  and  debauched  in 
morals,  they  dwindle  away  through  a wretched  ex- 
istence, a nuisance  to  the  surrounding  country. 
Unless  some  system  can  be  devised  gradually  to 
change  this  relation,  and,  with  the  progress  of  edu- 
cation, extend  over  them  our  laws  and  authority, 
it  is  feared  ihat  all  efforts  to  civilize  them,  what- 
ever flattering  appearances  they  may  for  a time  ex- 
hibit, must  ultimately  fail.  Tribe  after  tribe  will 
sink,  with  the  progress  of  our  settlements  and  the 
pressure  of  our  population,  into  wretchedness  and 
oblivion.  Such  has  been  their  past  history,  and 
such,  without  this  change  of  political  relation,  it 
must  probably  continue  to  be.  To  effect  it,  many 
difficulties  present  themselves.  It  will  require  the 
co-operation  of  the  general  government  and  the 
states  within  which  the  Indians  may  reside.  With 
a zealous  and  enlightened  co-operation,  it  is,  how- 
ever, believed  that  all  difficulties  may  be  surmount- 
ed, and  this  wretched  but  in  many  respects  noble 
race,  be  ultimately  brought  within  the  pale  of  civili- 
zation. Preparatory  to  so  radical  a change  in  our  re- 
lations toward  them,  the  system  of  education  which 
has  been  adopted  ought  to  be  put  into  extensive  and 
active  operation.  This  is  the  foundation  of  all 
other  improvements.  It  ought  gradually  to  be 
followed  with  a plain  and  simple  system  of  laws  and 
government,  such  as  has  been  adopted  by  the 
Cherokees,  a proper  compression  of  their  settle- 
ments, and  a division  of  landed  properly.  By  in- 
troducing gradually  and  judiciously  these  improve- 
ments, they  will  ultimately  attain  such  a state  of 
intelligence,  industry  and  civilization,  as  to  prepare 
the  way  for  a complete  extension  of  our  laws  and 
authority  over  them. 

Before  I conclude,  I would  respectfully  refer  the 
house  of  representatives  for  more  full  and  detailed 
information,  in  relation  to  the  progress  made  by 
the  Indians  in  civilization,  to  the  report  of  the  rev. 
doctor  Morse,  which  was  laid  before  the  house  in 
pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the  22d  January  last. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

Extract  from  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the 

establishment t made  by  the  Jlmerican  board  of  com- 

missioriers,  &c  at  Brainard  in  the  Cherokee  nation, 

dated  October  Isf,  1821. 

There  are  belonging  to  the  two  schools  taught 
in  this  place,  ninety  six  Cherokee  children  of  both 
sexes,  about  two  thirds  males.  All  of  whom  are 
boarded,  and  many  of  them  clothed,  at  the  expense 
of  the  establishment.  Many  promising  children 
we  have  been  obliged  to  reject  or  put  by,  until 
those  now  in  school  should  be  prepared  to  go  out 
and  make  room  for  them,  as  we  cannot  accommo- 
date and  profitably  teach  more  than  we  have  bad. 
Of  those  who  attended  last  year,  three  have  finished 
their  course  and  left  the  institution,  and  six  others 
have  left  the  institution  who  could  read  and  write. 
Twenty-four  have  entered  the  past  year. 

At  the  local  schools  we  board  but  few  scholars, 
not  to  exceed  eight  or  ten  at  each  school,  and  at 
present,  not  more  than  four  or  five  at  Taloney.  As 
some  of  the  scholars  who  board  at  home  have  a great 
distance  to  walk,  they  are  not  all  constant  atten- 
dants, and  the  number  of  those  who  attend  at  all, 
is  not  so  great  as  when  the  schools  first  commenc- 
ed. The  average  number  attending  the  two  local 
schools,  the  year  past,  has  been  between  forty  and 
fifty.  Public  worship  is  attended  at  each  of  those 
icbools  on  the  Sabbath,  at  v/hich  numbers  of  the 


parents  as  well  as  children  attend;  and  some  have 
made  a public  profession  of  the  Christian  relieinn. 

The  children  of  the  schools  continue  to  manifest 
an  aptness  to  learn,  a willingness  to  labor,  and  a 
readiness  to  submit  to  all  the  rules  of  the  school. 
The  Cherokees,  we  think,  are  fast  advancing  to- 
wards civilized  life.  They,  generally,  maniff-st  an 
ardent  desire  for  literary  and  religious  instruction. 

Extract  from  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
establishment  made  by  the  American  board  of  com- 
missioners, &c  at  Elliott,  in  the  Choctaw  nation, 
dated  nec.  21,  \Q'20. 

Since  the  last  report,  38  scholars  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  school.  Ten  have  left,  and  one  has 
been  dismissed  for  misconduct.  The  number  now 
in  school  is  74.  Six  more  are  considered  as  belong- 
ing to  it,  but  are  at  home  on  a visit.  Of  the  whole 
number  60  are  males  and  20  females.  All  these 
board  in  our  family  and  are  entirely  under  our  di- 
rection; excepting  that  ten,  who  live  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, go  home  on  Saturda}',  and  return  generally 
on  the  Sabbath  morning. 

Fifty  of  the  scholars  now  belonging  to  the  school 
could  not  speak  our  language  when  they  entered. 
These  have  all  made  progress  in  proportion  to  the 
time  they  have  been  here,  and  several  of  them  now 
speak  English  fluently.  Others,  who  have  not  ad- 
vanced so  far,  can  read  correctly,  and  will  soon  ac- 
quire the  spoken  language.  Sixty-five  now  in  the 
school  began  with  the  alphabet.  Tw'enty-eight  of 
these  can  read  with  facility  in  the  testament.  All 
the  scholars  have  been  accustomed,  from  the  first, 
to  write  their  lessons  on  slates,  and  when  advanced, 
to  write  on  paper.  Thirty-nine  write  a plain  hand, 
without  a copy.  Nineteen  others  can  form  letters 
with  tolerable  accuracy.  Ten  have  made  some  pro- 
gress in  arithmetic,  and  two,  who  were  considera- 
bly advanced  when  they  entered  school,  have  at- 
tended to  grammar  and  geography. 

The  boys,  when  out  of  school,  are  employed  as 
circumstances  may  require,  in  the  various  business 
of  the  farm  and  family.  Each  one,  who  is  of  suffi- 
cient size,  is  furnished  with  an  axe  and  a hoe.  We 
cultivated  the  past  season  about  fifty  acres  of  corn 
and  potatoes,  most  of  which  was  planted  and  hoed 
by  the  boys. 

The  girls  are  in  two  divisions,  and  are  employed 
alternately,  in  the  kitchen,  and  in  sewing,  spinning, 
knitting  and  other  domestic  labors. 

We  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  kind  pro- 
vidence of  God,  in  raising  up  patrons  by  whose  ge- 
nerous aid,  in  co-operation  with  the  government, 
we  have  been  enabled  to  extend  to  so  many  children 
of  the  forest  the  blessings  of  civilization,  and  to  lay 
a foundation  for  more  enlarged  operations.  An 
increasing  desire  is  manifested  by  the  natives  to 
have  these  advantages  more  widely  extended.  Many 
full-blooded  Indians  have  made  applications  of  late 
to  have  children  admitted  to  the  school.  They  are 
willing  to  submit  them  entirely  to  our  direction. 
Strong  desires  are  expressed  to  have  other  schools 
opened. 

B.  • 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  rev.  Abraham  Steiner,  to 
the  secretory  of  war,  dated, 

Salem,  N.  C.  25ih  Jan.  1822. 
Hoivorei)  sir — I would  not  willingly  intrude  on 
your  time,  but,  observing  the  agitation  in  congress 
concerning  the  Indian  affairs,  and  fearing  the  bene- 
volent and  humane  plan  of  government  for  civiliz- 
ing the  Indians  to  be  at  stake,  I cannot  forbear  to 
say  a few  words  on  the  subject. 
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I have  been,  many  years  ago,  somewhat  among  the 
northern  Indians;  twice  I have  been  among  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians,  but  am  chiefly  acquainted 
with  the  Cherokees,  among  whom  I have  been  seven 
times  for  a longer  or  shorter  period.  The  last  time 
1 was  among  the  Cherokees  is  two  years  ago.  Just 
twenty  years  ago,  1 first  saw  and  visited  them,  and, 

I can  assure  you,  sir,  that,  though  I had  expected  to 
see  some  stg»is  of  civilization  among  them,  that  it 
far  surpassed  my  expectation,  compa'-ing  the  people 
with  the  state  I first  saw  them  in.  There  were,  and 
are  now,  established  respectable  schools  in  that 
nation,  and  well  supported  with  scholars  of  both 
sexes,  and  it  is  only  to  be  regretted  that  the  several 
establishments  must  be  limited  in  the  number  of 
scholars,  for  want  of  means,  since  the  natives  are 
highly  in  favor  of  schools,  and  offer  more  children 
than  the  several  establishments  are  able  to  receive 
Many  of  their  youths  can  read  and  write,  and  I 
found  among  them,  more  especially  half-breeds,  as 
much  knowledge  as  is  commonly  met  with  in  per- 
sons in  the  same  grade  in  civilized  life.  Besides 
the  public  school  institutions,  some  of  them  support 
private  schools  in  their  neighborhood. 

What  interested  me  much  was  their  advancement 
in  agriculture,  and  their  comfortable  and  decent 
mode  of  living,  compared  with  former  times.  Sure- 
ly, we  cannot  say  that  it  is  uniformly  so,  but  it  is 
among  them,  nearly,  as  it  is  among  their  white 
neighbors,  some  are  industrious  and  advance  in 
wealth  and  decency,  whilst  others  go  on  careless 
in  the  way  of  their  fathers,  and  remain  poor  beings. 

I have  been  with  some  who  live  altogether  like  our 
substantial  farmers,  ifi  a very  comfortable,  nay,  de- 
cent way,  and  their  houses  and  furniture  corres- 
pond  with  their  advanced  situation..  In  short,  as 
far  as  I know,  the  Cherokees  are  advanced  in  civili- 
zation the  farthest  of  the  several  tribes.  This  has 
been  brought  about  not  only  by  means  of  benevo- 
lent associations,  who  have  instituted  and  continue 
the  good  work,  but  greatly  by  the  friendly  counte- 
nance, the  aid  and  the  measures  pursued  by  the 
government,  which  have  contributed  so  richly  to- 
wards  rescuing  our  red  brethren,  the  aborigines  of 
the  land,  from  their  degradation.  There  is  now  a 
fair  prospect  of  success,  and  the  time  is  hailed  with 
pleasing  emotions,  as  not  far  distant,  when  these 
sons  of  the  forest  will  be  useful  citizens.  Why  let 
not  the  plan  be  fully  tested?  And  why  destroy  the 
fruit  of  the  plant  before  it  has  come  to  maturity,  or 
nip  it  in  the  bud?  The  government  being  so  much 
interested,  I think  it  not  irrelevant  to  say  that  the 
institution  at  Brainard  is  a very  useful  one,  which  is 
supported  by  the  board  of  foreign  missions,  together 
with  two  other  schools,  on  a smaller  scale,  at  Ta- 
loney  and  at  the  Creek  Path.  The  Baptists  have 
also  an  establishment  in  the  mountains,  under  the 
care  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Posey. 

The  Moravian  society  at  Salem, in  North  Carolina, 
have  long  since  had,  and  now  have,  a mission  estab- 
lishment at  Spring  Place,  not  far  from  the  Cone- 
saga  river,  near  Joseph  Vann’s,  on  the  great  road 
leading  from  Georgia  to  Tennessee,  where  a post 
office  is  established.  According  to  the  latest  ac- 
counts from  there,  from  fifteen  to  twenty  children 
are  there  educated  at  the  cost  of  the  society.  They 
learn  to  read,  to  write,  to  cypher,  and  are  also  in- 
structed in  husbandry  and  useful  arts.  Many  have 
gone  forth  from  that  institution  evincing  the  use- 
fulness of  their  instruction  in  their  improvement. 
The  rev.  John  R.  Smith  is  the  missionary  and  teach- 
er at  that  place,  and  last  year  we  paid  a hand,  a 
very  moral  character,  to  cultivate  the  land  around 
the  establishment,  and  to  afford  the  youths  an  op- 


portunity to  be  instructed  therein;  and  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  we  have  engaged  another  such  character 
for  the  same  purpose,  .\bout  thirty  miles  further 
sotUh,  not  far  from  llie  Coosa  river,  w-e  have  made, 
a year  ago,  another  e.stablishment,  where  the  rfv. 
John  Gambold  now  resides  as  mis'^ionary.  We  ex- 
pect to  have  an  assistant  for  him  soon  as  a teacher. 
At  that  place  is  a close  settlement  of  India»^s,  with 
fine  plantations,  on  which  are  waggons  and  teams, 
ploughs  and  all  implements  of  husbandry,  .and  some 
good  buildings  of  hewn  logs.  Permit  me  also  to 
notice,  that  a good  portion  of  Indians  have  embrac- 
ed Christianity,  and  walk  worthy  of  their  high  call- 
ing. 

mmmmm 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  METCALFE,  OF  KEN. 

(IX  THE  HOUSE  OF  RKPRESEXTATtVES'), 

Upon  the  subject  of  Indian  civilization. 

Mr.  Speaker.-  I would  not  object  to  any  direc- 
tion which  it  might  be  the  pleasure  of  the  house  to 
give  to  the  bill  for  the  ptirpose  of  affording  an  op- 
portunity of  a more  full  and  thorough  investigation 
of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  committee  on 
Indian  affairs,  were  it  not  too  late  in  the  session  for 
delay,  and  because  it  is  important  that  the  bill 
should  pass,  whether  the  amendment  be  adopted 
or  rejected. 

Perhaps,  said  Mr.  M,  an  apology  is  due  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  who,  being  a member  of 
the  committee,  was  not  consulted  touching  the 
proposed  amendment.  This  bill  was  not  refered  to 
the  committee  until  yesterday,  and  as  the  session 
is  nearly  at  a close,  it  was  expected  by  all  the 
warm  friends  of  the  bill,  that  the  committee  would 
not  fail  to  report  it  on  this  day.  My  own  duty  on 
another  committee,  and  the  shortness  of  the  time 
allowed,  prevented  the  regular  meeting,  this  morn- 
ing, of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  and  there- 
fore it  was,  that  I consulted  such  of  the  members 
only  as  could  be  found  in  he  house  at  the  moment, 
and  obtained  the  consent  of  a majority,  to  the 
amendment  proposed. 

Let  it  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  M.  that,  by  the 
authority  of  the  house,  it  has  been  made  the  spe- 
cial duty  of  this  committee  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
gress which  has  been  made  in  the  civilization  and 
happiness  of  the  Indian  tribes,  under  the  system 
which  has  been  devised  and  pursued  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  is,  therefore,  my  duty  to  communicate  to 
the  house  the  result  of  those  inquiries.  Here  Mr. 
M.  adverted  to  the  13th  section  of  the  act  of  1820, 
by  which  the  sum  of  15,000  dollars,  annually,  is  ap- 
propriated for  civilizing  purposes;  for  presents,  kc. 
He  objected  to  this  expenditure,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  was  no  longer  necessary;  that  the  Indians  de- 
rived no  benefit  from  it;  and  because  no  satisfacto- 
ry account  could  be  obtained  of  its  application,  to 
whom  paid,  or  for  what  purpose.  He  then  advert- 
ed to  the  act  of  1819,  appropriating  the  sum  of 
10,000  dollars,  annually,  for  the  instruction  of  the 
Indians  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  to  educate 
them;  and  read  acommunication  from  the  president, 
shewing  (if  the  president  was  not  himself  deceived, 
as  Mr.  M.  supposed  he  might  be),  that  a considera- 
ble portion  of  this  sum  had  been  applied  to  the 
erection  of  buildings  in  the  Indian  settlements, 
which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  not  to  be  tolerated. 
And  he  also  objected  to  the  employment  of  Dr.  J. 
Morse,  and  to  the  sum  paid  for  his  services,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  law.  But,  said  Mr.  M.  that 
we  may  know  something  of  the  situation  of  those 
people,  and  their  nutobers;  that  we  may  be  well 
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formed  of  the  nature  and  condition  of  the  mateiials 
upon  which  u e are  about  to  operate,  I will  take  the 
liberty  of  adverting  to  extracts  from  the  report  of 
Dr.  Morse,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  for 
that  purpose. 

In  New  England  there  are  nine  tribes,  2,247  souls. 
In  New-York  ten  tribes,  4 S4'>  souls.  In  Pennsyl  | 
Vania  thirty  years  ago,  three  tribes,  1,300  souls,  num- 
ber at  this  time  not  known.  In  Ohio,  fifteen  tribes, 
2,047  souls.  In  .Michigan  and  the  N.  W.  territory, 
thirty-six  tribes,  27,480  souls.  In  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, fourteen  tribes,  15,522  souls.  Southern  In-j 
dians  east  of  the  Mississippi,  twenty  tribes,  66,487 1 
souls  Total  number  east  of  the  Mississippi,  twen- 
ty tribes,  120,283  souls.  North  of  Missouri  and 
west  of  the  .Mississippi,  thirteen  tribes,  41,350 
souls.  East  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  between  Missouri  and  red  river;  or 
west  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
thirty-six  tribes,  105,021  souls.  Between  Red  and 
the  Rio  del  Norte  forty-two  tribes,  105,021  souls. 
West  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  eighty-seven  tribes, 
145,600  souls.  Whole  number  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi 337,341.  Total  number  in  the  United  States 
besides  about  5,000  in  Florida,  and  ten  tribes,  (‘lum- 
ber not  known),  inhabiting  the  upper  Mississippi, 
457,642  souls. 

Now,  said  Mr.  M.  how  to  civilize  and  refine,  and 
cbristanize,  these  our  red  brothers  and  sisters  is 
the  question;  a question  truly  of  considerable  mag- 
nitude, the  solution  of  which  appears  to  be  attend- 
ed with  no  incoTsiderable  didiculty.  The  past 
and  tile  presen  history  of  tliis  matter  sheds  a Lint 
gleam  of  liglit,  by  which  to  guide  us  in  future. — 
Here  Mr.  .\1.  referred  to  L'.skiel’s  history  of  the 
mi-ssions  among  the  Indians  in  North  America 
about  150  years  ago.  .\t  that  period  the  author  in- 
forms us  tnat  naich  had  been  done  for  the  edifica- 
tion and  refinement  of  the  Indians;  that  vast  num- 
bers of  tliern  were  at  that  time  s»  pious  .and  exem- 
plary people,  rapidly  increasing  in  civilization,  and 
in  Chris* ian  knowdedge.  Ry  readnig  their  suose-l 
quent  .bisio.'v,  however,  we  are  irresistibly  drawn 
to  the  conciuson,  that  their  spiritual  taihers  wrote 
with  an  eye  co  iheir  own  exclusive  benefit  and  emo- 
Innient,  niakliijj  those  upon  wiiom  their  heavy  con- 
tributions were  levied,  the  dopes. 

Mr.  M.  now  re.^erred  to  Bouchetle  on  Canada, 
giving  an  account  of  the  condition  of  the  domicili- 
ated ladums  of  St.  Regis,  wno,  for  centuries,  had 
been  blessed  v.’ith  res. dent  Catholic  missionaries  as 
their  spiritual  fadiers;  and,  instead  of  progressing 
in  civiization  and  refinement,  or  in  Christian  piety 
and  virtue,  were  still  a lazy,  dirty,  and  degraded 
ba'id  of  savages,  unchristian,  immoral,  and  vi- 
cious, in  the  extreme. 

.Mr.  .M.  said  he  would  now”  refer  to  the  history 
of  the  various  tribes,  or  remnants  of  tribes,  in  the 
interior  of  our  own  country,  by  readi^^g  extracts 
from  ilie  report  of  doctor  Morse.  The  rev.  E 
Kellogg  writes  the  following  account:  ‘’The  Pas- 

sainaquoddie.s  and  PenobscovS  are  catholics,  and 
under  the  care  of  catholic  priests,  who  receive  a 
stated  stipend  from  the  sate  treasury.  They  have* 
made  no  otiier  than  incipient  improvements  in  any- 
thing which  pertains  to  civilized  life;  and  are  sadly 
given  to  intemperance."  So  much  tor  the  Indians 
in  the  state  of  .Maine.  Now  for  those  in  the  state 
of  Massachusetts.  “All  the  Indians  remaining  in 
this  slate  reside  on  their  respective  reservations  at 
Marshpee,  Herring  Pond,  Mariha’s  Vineyard,  and 
Troy,  on  the  south  east  part  of  the  state,  from  50 
to  100  miles  from  Boston.  The  state,  by  a board 
of  overseers,  exerciees  « guardian  c%re  over  the®. 


as  to  their  lands  and  civil  rights  and  privileges. 
And  the  corporation  of  Harvard  college  and  the  so- 
ciety for  propagating  the  gospel  among  the  Indians 
and  others  in  North  America,  provide  for  their  re- 
ligious and  moral  instnic  ion,  having-  charity  funds 
in  its  treasuryy  appropriated  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 

I the  Indians,  the  former  12,000  ine  latter  9,000  dolls. 
A slated  missionary,  the  rev.  doctor  Fish,  is  sup- 
ported at  Marshpee.  The  rev.  doctor  writes  that, 
“among  them  tliere  are.  a few  who  are  emi.nently 
pious;  considerable  numbers  decent  in  their  lives, 
and  not  a feta  shockingly  profligate.  The  state  of 
morals  low.  Intemperance,  with  its  concomitants, 
is  found  among  them.  Thenufi'ber  of  pure  blood- 
ed Indians  is  extremely  small,  say  50  or  60,  and  is 
daily  decreasing.  The  mixture  of  blood  arises  far 
more  from  their  connection  with  negroes,  than 
with  the  whites;  their  number  is  diminishing  on  ac- 
count of  their  vice.s.”  Tiie  rev.  Mr.  Thatcher 
writes  as  follows:  “It  is  true  we  think  we  see  but 
little  good  in  preaching  to  these  people.  Did  we 
not  take  into  consideration  the  evils  which  we  pro- 
bably prevent,  who  would  not  be  discouraged  and 
give  up  the  cause,  saying  I have  labored  in  vain, 
and  spent  my  strength  for  nought?”  In  Rhode 
Island  it  is  said  their  condition  is  not  quite  so  bad. 

Ofthose  in  Connecticut,  it  is  said  “that  the  few 
now  remaining  in  this  state  have  made  but  few  ad. 
vances  in  any  thing  which  pertains  to  civilization, 
and  are  gradually  wasting  away,  after  the  manner 
of  other  tribes,  now  extinct.  The  state  has  assum- 
ed the  care  of  their  property,  in  like  manner  as  the 
other  New  England  states  have  provided  for  their 
Indians.  They  have  such  advantages  of  religious 
and  moral  instruction  as  they  are  willing  to  receive, 
which  are  few,  and  the  effects  proportionably  small. 
Tlio.se  Indians,  especially  at  North  Stonington,  and 
at  Groton,  are  said  to  be,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
intemperate  and  improvident;  of  course,  poor  and 
miserable.  They  manufacture  mats,  brooms,  bas- 
kets, and  so  on,  which  tliey  generally  sell  for  ar- 
dent spiriis.”  Such  are  the  results  of  long  expe- 
rience, as  we  have  it  from  the  mouths  of  individuals 
who  are  employed  to  civilize  and  to  convert  them 
to  Christianity,  and  who  are  compensated  for  their 
services  by  public  or  private  donations.  Shall  this 
government  lake  up  and  follow  the  hopeless  exam- 
ple? 

‘‘The  Six  nations,  residing  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  in  number  4,575,  remain  on  their  respective 
reservations,  containing,  in  all,  about  265,315  acres 
of  land."  “.Many  peuy  depredations,  and  thefts, 
and  trespasses,  are  commiiied  by  them  and  the 
whites  upon  each  other."  To  this  testimony  may 
be  added  that  of  honorable  members  from  New 
York,  who  inform  us  that,  instead  of  advancing  in 
civilization,  or  in  piety,  they  are  rapidly  degenerat- 
ing into  vice  and  corruption. 

1 Of  those  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  it  is  said:  “The 
Wyandots  came  fi  o.m  tfic  country  near  the  Quebec, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  w'hen  the 
French  had  dominion  of  Canada.  They  maintain- 
ed a Roman  caih  ,iic  missionary  among  them.  By 

! these  missionaries  they  were  nearly  all  baptized, 
and  nearly  .all  the  aged  ones  still  carry  crucifixes 
in  their  besoms,  under  their  shirts.  Between  the 
years  1303  and  1810  the  presbyterians  supported  a 
missionary  among  them,  on  the  Sandusky  river.  A 
few  converts  were  made,  who  were  put  to  death 
by  the  catholic  Indians  on  account  cf  their  reli- 
gion." 

From  this  I infer  that  it  is  improper  to  impose  a 
tax  upon  our  protestant  citizens  for  the  support  of 
Catholic  misaionaricB,  and  equally  as  improper  to 
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tax  the  catholic  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  pro- 
testant  missionaries.  To  preserve  our  holy  reli- 
gion in  its  purity,  we  must  let  it  make  its  own  way, 
with  the  smiles  and  friendly  countenance  of  the 
government  beaming  upon  every  sect  and  denomi 
nation,  without  giving  pecuniary  aid  to  any  one. 
“The  number  of  Cherokees,  inclusive  of  whites, 
blacks,  and  mixed  blood,  is  estimated  at  11,500. 
In  the  treaty  of  March,  1819,  they  ceded  a part  of 
their  territory  to  the  United  States.  Among  other 
reservations  is  one  of  a tract  of  land,  of  twelve 
miles  square,  to  be  sold  by  the  United  States,  and 
vested  by  the  president  in  the  most  profitable 
stock,  as  a school  fund  for  the  Cherokee  nation.” 

For  a population  not  half  equal  to  that  which  is 
contained  in  a small  county  in  one  of  our  slates, 
this  appears  to  be  an  ample  provision.  Our  own 
citizens,  in  any  part  of  this  union,  would  rejoice 
to  have  such  a school  fund  as  this. 

The  Choctaws,  it  is  said,  are  also  well  provided 
fof. 

Now,  said  Mr.  M.  what  are  we  told  by  that  dis- 
tinguished fellow  citizen,  whose  keen  and  penetrat- 
ing intellect,  and  whose  long  experience  enables 
him  to  speak  to  us  the  language  of  wisdom,  and 
to  afford  us  so  much  light  upon  this  momentous 
subject?  [He  then  read  from  the  Literary  and  Scien- 
tific Repository,  the  following  extract  of  a letter 
from  gov.  Cass.]  “The  lessons  of  experience  upon 
this  subject  are  too  important  to  be  disregarded. 
In  the  zealous  efforts  which  are  now  making  to 
meliorate  the  condition  of  the  Indians,  we  have  much 
to  learn  from  the  history  of  the  progress  and  result 
of  the  same  experiment  which  was  made  by  the 
Jesuits.  We  cannot  bring  to  the  task  more  fervid 
zeal,  more  profound  talents,  more  extensive  or  va- 
ried acquirements,  nor  probably  a deeper  know- 
ledge of  the  principles  of  human  nature.  But,  so  far 
as  respects  any  permanent  or  valuable  impression, 
they  have  wholly  failed.  Very  few  of  the  Indians 
profess  any  attachment  to  the  Christian  religion: 
and,  of  those  who  make  this  profession  there  is  not 
probably  one  whose  knowledge  is  not  confined  to  the 
imposing  rites,  and  external  ceremonies  of  the 
Catholic  church.  A more  vivid  impression  appears 
to  have  been  made  upon  the  Wyaniots  than  upon 
any  others;  and  they  preserved  for  a longer  term 
than  any  other  tribe,  traces  of  the  indefatigable 
exertions  of  their  spiritual  fathers.  But,  even  with 
them,  superior  as  they  are  in  intellectual  endow- 
ments, and  placed  by  their  local  situation  in  contact 
with  a Catholic  community,  the  subject  is  forgot- 
ten,  or,  if  remembered,  it  is  remembered  only  by  a 
few  aged  and  decrepid  persons,  like  other  tradi- 
tionary legends  of  their  nation.” 

Upon  these  remarks,  said  Mr.  M.no  commentary 
can  be  necessary.  I will  now  pass  to  one  more  ex- 
tract of  a letter,  from  Mr.  Siibley,  an  intelligent 
Indian  agent,  of  long  experience  among  that  peo 
pie,  to  Dr.  Morse,  which  I have  taken  from  his 
report: 

“I  have  noticed  Indians  observing  with  much  ap- 
parent interest  the  effects  of  our  agricultural  skill, 
our  fine  gardens,  abundant  crops,  and  numerous 
comforts  and  conveniences.  A very  sensible  Osage, 
the  Big  Soldier,  who  had  twice  been  at  Washing- 
ton, once  said  tome,  when  I was  urging  the  subject 
of  civilization  upon  him:  T see  and  admire  your 
manner  of  living,  your  good  warm  houses,  your 
extensive  fields  of  corn,  your  gardens,  your  cows, 
oxen,  work  horses,  waggons,  and  a thousand  ma- 
chines that  I know  not  the  use  of.  I see  that  you 
are  able  to  clothe  yourselves,  even  from  weeds  and 
grass.  In  short,  you  ean  do  almost  what  you  please. 


You  whites  possess  the  power  of  subduing  almost 
every  animal  to  your  use.*  But,  after  this  acknow- 
ledgment, on  his  part,  of  our  superior  skill  in  the 
various  arts,  and  this  candid  expression  of  his  ad- 
miration, he  continues  thus:  ‘You  are  surrounded 
by  slaves.  Every  thing  about  you  is  in  chains;  and 
you  are  slaves  yourselves;  I fear,  if  I should  change 
my  pursliits  for  yours,  I should  become  a slave. — 
Talk  to  my  sons;  perhaps  they  may  be  persuaded 
to  adopt  your  fashions,  or  at  least  to  recommend 
them  to  their  sons;  but  for  myself,  I was  born  free? 
and  wish  to  die  free!!  I am  perfectlyjcontent  with  my 
condition.  The  forests  and  rivers  supply  all  the 
wants  of  nature  in  plenty-  and  there  is  no  lack  of 
white  people  to  purchase  the  products  of  our  la- 
bor.’* 

Such,  said  Mr.  M.  is  said  to  be  the  language — 
such  the  sentiments  of  the  Indians,  generally.  And 
what  a commentary  is  this  upon  the  speculations  of 
the  theorist;  upon  him  whose  fanciful  notions  give 
direction  to  all  his  actions.  What  a lesson  to  the 
proud  presumptions  man,  who  never  thinks  of  do- 
ing good  to  thousands,  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
nearer,  and  dearer,  and  much  nobler  objects  imme- 
diately around  him,  who  are  fairly  within  the  sphere 
of  his  action,  and  in  need  of  his  assistance;  but  is 
continually  casting  ahead,  before  the  light  breezes 
of  his  own  inordinate  vanity,  pretending  to  vie  with 
his  maker  in  acts  of  universal  benevolence.  Yes!  of 
universal  benevolence.  How  have  his  imaginary 
castles  been  upset  and  demolished  by  those  plain, 
but  irresistible  and  self-evident  truths,  which  have 
fallen  from  the  lips  of  an  Indian. 

When  the  forests  no  longer  abound  in  game,  nor 
the  rivers  with  fish,  in  sufficient  quantities  for  the 
sustenance  and  support  of  the  Indians,  he  will  aban- 
don the  life  of  the  hunter  for  that  of  the  agricultu- 
rist, and  not  before.  As  long  as  furs  and  peltries  are 
in  demand  and  can  be  had  by  following  the  chase, 
that  long  there  must,  and  will,  and  ought  to  be, 
hunters;  and,  were  it  in  our  power,  by  forced  mea- 
sures, or  otherwise,  to  withdraw  the  Indian  from 
the  recesses  of  the  wilderness,  from  the  pursuits 
of  the  chase,  and  learn  him  to  become  a tiller  of 
the  ground,  what  would  be  the  consequence? — 
Would  not  the  white  mao  become  a hunter  in  his 
stead?  And  thus,  while,  with  such  eager  solici- 
tude, we  urge  and  press  and  force,  if  we  could  force, 
the  Indians  into  a state  of  civilization,  do  wc  un- 
civilize, or,  rather,  savagize,  an  equal  number  of 
our  citizens.  Would  not  this  be  the  inevitable 
result?  No  one,  it  is  presumed,  will,  or  can,  deny 
the  fact.  And  is  it  not  a fact  worthy  of  most  serious 
consideration?  I candidly  acknowledge  that,  for 
my  own  part,  I have  no  great  partiality  for  such  a 
change,  or  rather  for  such  an  exchange,  even  were 
it  in  our  power  to  accomplish  it- 

But,  I am  persuaded  that  the  civilization  of  the 
Indians,  if  effected  at  all,  is  to  be  the  work,  not  only 
of  time,  but  of  necessity.  Yes,  sir,  of  sheer,  of 
stern  necessity:  Slowly  progressive  in  its  march, 

and  by  degrees  almost  imperceptible,  it  will,  with- 
in the  time,  and  to  such  extent  as  their  great  and 
good  Spirit  shall  direct,  come  to  pass. 

Let  us  be  careful  to  throw  no  obstacles  in  the 
way.  On  the  contrary,  let  us  set  them  a bright  ex- 
ample, and  that  example  will  have  its  attractions. 
We  are  much  the  strongest  party;  therefore,  let 
justice,  peace,  and  mercy  towards  them,  be  our 
motto.  It  is  our  duty  to  treat  them  with  humanity 
and  tenderness,  and  not  to  abuse  the  power  we  pos- 
sess, by  wielding  it  to  their  injury  and  destruction. 
And,  sir,  if  we  go  beyond  this,  if  we  must  and  will 
drawupois  our  couS]iry*2  treasury  to  help  them  on^ 
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able  prospect  of  attaining  the  great  object  we  have  ly  ten  million.'?  of  souls,  for  whom,  if  we  rlo  not 
in  view.  iprovide,  let  us  not  deprive  them  of  tiie  means  which 

Much  of  the  treasure  of  this  people  has  alrea-  they  are  industriously  striving  to  provide  for  them- 


dy  been  wasted  in  vain  and  futile  attempts  to  civi- 
lize the  Indians.  I say  wasted,  because  its  applica- 
tion has  bad  no  good  cHect  upon  them,  and  has  sub- 
served no  other  purpose,  except  to  fill  the  pockets 


selves. 

'I'he  citizen  of  this  republic  who  rears  a numer- 
ous family  in  dec'^ucy,  vvere  he  to  -.it  down  .and 
calculate  t!ie  amount  of  taxes  annually  paid  by  hi.'n 


of  a few  favored  individuals,  who  are  interested  in  lupon  the  articles  of  sugar,  molas.ses,  *cn,  coffee, 
deceiving  us,  and  all  of  whom  how  unite  in  onegene-  [pepper,  spices,  muslins,  callicoe.s,  do  hs,  on  ! so  on, 
ralcry  for  more  money — more  money— give  us  more  jan  endless  list,  would  belos^  iu  astohishment.  Ves, 
money  and  the  public  land,  and  the  good  work  shall  he  would  be  lost  in  astonishment, 
be  done!  Not  that  any  good  is  likely  to  be  done  so  as  ( I know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  represent  a magna- 
te be  discernable  to  those  who  live  in  our  day,  and  ;nimous  and  a generous  people.  OT  taxes  y wil' 


generation.  Oh  no!  But  perhaps  some  small  traces 
of  the  good  effects  of  our  honest,  and  disinterest- 
ed efforts,  may  be  visible  to  those  of  our  posterity 
a few  centuries  hence,  who  delight  so  much  in  look- 
ing back  through  t!ie  dark  mists  and  shadow.s,  as 
they  are  closing  behind  them — through  the  twilight 
of  uncertainty,  for  the  purpose  of  descrying,  and  of 
contemplating  the  virtues,  and  the  generosity  of 
their  ancestors;  and  of  profiting,  as  individuals  of 
a similar  cast  always  have  done,  as  they  now  do, 
and  always  uili  do — very  little  by  any  good  exam- 
ple. 

How  various  are  the  pursuits  of  various  men. — 
One  man  is  engaged,  deeply  and  ardently  engaged, 
in  contemplating  the  scenes  which  have  long  since 
gone  by,  and  over  W’hich  time — bald  pated  time!  is 
about  to  throw,  or  perhaps  has  already  thrown,  its 
impenetrable  mantle,  for  the  purpose  of  hiding 
those  scenes  forever  from  the  view  of  mortals. 

Another  devotes  his  whole  life  most  earnestly 
and  zealously  to  the  study  of  some  plan,  or  scheme, 
or  project,  by  which  he  fondly  hopes  to  add  very 
greatly  to  the  future  stock  of  human  happiness,  and 
of  human  granduer,  and  of  human  glory,  and  there- 
by to  procure  for  himself  a name  immortal.  While, 
on  the  other  hand,  such  men  as  myself,  limited,  ex- 
tremely limited  no  doubt  in  their  views,  and  fully 
sensible  of  their  own  weakness,  without  looking 
quite  so  much  at  the  past,  or  pretending  to  form 
any  very  extensive  plans  for  the  future,  confine 
their  humble  and  feeble  exertions,  principally,  to 
that,  which,  in  I'leir  opinion,  will  redound  most  to 
the  honor  and  interest  of  their  compeers;  espe- 
cially of  those  upon  whom  their  acts  are  to  have  an 
immediate,  and  certain  effect — returning  thanks 
occasionally,  to  be  sure,  for  the  good  wiih  which 
their  ancestors  were  blessed,  and  praying  for  the 
good  of  posterity,  but  without  once  losing  sight  of 
what  they  consider  a great,  a paramount,  and  an  in- 
dispensable duty,  winch  they  owe  to  the  present 
generation. 

Sucii  men  as  these,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  necessarily 
inquire  of  you,  how  do  we  raise  the  revenue  out  of 
which  this  civilizing  cash  is  to  be  furnished.''  They 
will  not  forget,  that  it  is  raised  in  part  by  an  indi- 
rect tax  upon  articles  of  the  very  first  necessity; 
and  in  part  by  taxing  those  articles  from  the  use  of 
xvhich  our  citizens  derive  a very  considerable  por- 
tion  of  all  their  comforts,  and  of  all  their  enjoy- 
ments; that  il  is  a tax  upon  articles  of  necessary 
consumption,  a matter  of  very  doubtful  policy  at 
any  time.  For,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
such  a ta.x,  do  we  depress  our  own  productive  clii- 
:ten.s,  and  discourage  and  check  the  increasing  po- 
pulation  of  our  own  country.  Yes,  of  our  own 
country!  endearing  name,  but  always  lost  sight  of 
when  we  are  chasing  a shadow,  or  pursuing  a phan- 
tom, from  which  no  good  is  to  be  realized.  He  that 
Will  not  provide  for  his  ovA'n  household,  is  said,  by 
the  highest  authority,  to  be  worse  than  an  infidel. 
Slip,  to  Yol,  XXII 8. 


not  complain  if  imposed  for  humane,  and  b»-i'^vo- 
lent,  and  useful  purposes,  and  appli**!  aivordi'igiy. 
But  we  are  deceiving  ourselves,  and  the  peonle  are 
deceived,  in  supposing  -that  we  promote  the  c-iuse 
of  humanity,  or  add  any  real  substantial  bert-^fit  to 
the  Indians  by  this  idle  application  of  our  money — 
this  wanton  waste  of  the  nation’s  treasure.  A word 
or  two  in  relation  to  those  Indians  who  arc  dispers- 
ed and  scattered  over  that  vast  region  of  wilder- 
ness beyond  the  borders  of  our  settlements.  And 
here  I do  not  mean  to  travel  with  you  upon  the 
waters  of  the  Itio  del  Norte  or  along  the  shores 
of  the  Pacific.  Nor  do  I intend  at  present  to  run 
across  the  path  of  my  honorable  and  higiily  re- 
spected friend  from  Virginia,  by  disturbing  his  in- 
fant colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia;  though 
I may  hereafter  stand  at  his  back,  when  it  shall 
become  neces.sary  to  support  him  in  opposition  to 
the  emperor  Alexander.  But,  confining  myself  to- 
the  Indians  on  this  side  of  tlie  Rocky  Mountains 
— wbat  do  they  think  of  our  civilizing  syste.ns? 
Let  them  answer  for  themselves.  The  words  of  a 
principal  chief  of  the  Fox  tribes,  as  related  by  Mr. 
Sibly,  will  sfiew  you  their  aversion  to  our  laws,  and 
the  repugnance  they  feel  to  what  we  call  civili- 
zation. “The  Great  Spirit,  said  Wah-hal-lo,  put 
the  Indians  on  the  earth  to  hunt,  and  to  gain  a liv- 
ing in  the  wilderness;  and  I always  find  that,  when 
any  of  our  people  depart  from  this  mode  of  life, 
by  attempting  to  read  and  write,  and  live  like  the 
white  people  do,  t!.e  Great  Spirit  is  displeased  with 
them,  and  they  soon  die  ”*  Here  we  discover  that 
submission  to  taws,  however  mild  and  equitable  in 
their  provisions,  is,  in  their  estimation,  the  most  in- 
tolerable bondage.  The  various  cords  and  links 
by  which,  under  the  social  compact,  all  civilized 
societies  are  united,  they  look  upon  as  so  many 
galling  chains,  as  the  very  badges  of  slavery,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  endured.  These  wild,  but 
proud  and  lofty  spirits,  in.lignantly  spurn  what  they 
are  led  to  consider  a dull  and  ponderous  load.  Mr. 
Speaker,  1 know  not  how  to  hold  the  mirror  up  to 
nature.  But  little  of  my  time  has  been  devoted  to 
the  study  of  her  laws.  I cannot  pretend  to  say, 
whether,  in  the  organization  and  construction  of 
the  interior  man,  there  is  so  great  a difference  that 
the  white  and  red  man  cannot  be  brought  to  think 
and  act  alike,  under  similar  circumstances.  But  I 
will  say,  that  all  our  attempts  to  make  them  think 
and  act  alike  under  circumstances  so  dissimilar,  is 
not  only  vain,  but,  if  1 may  be  pardoned  for  t!ie  ex- 
pression, it  is,  in  my  opinion,  an  exceeding  folly,  if 
noL  presumption. 

There  ar^;  certain  animals  which,  in  their  exterior 
appearance,  bear  as  strong  a resemblance  to  each 


* The  address  of  the  Indian  chiefs  to  the  pre- 
sident, during  the  present  session  of  congress, 
is  well  known  to  contain  similar  sentiments;  they 
could  not  think  of  bruising  their  hands  by  labor. 
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other  as  does  the  white  man  and  the  Indian,  and  yet, 
by  nature,  they  are  wholly  irreconcilable.  Not  to 
mention  certain  quadrupeds  of  this  description,  I 
will  barely  point  to  some  of  the  feathered  tribes. 
The  wild  duck,  for  instance-how  soon  it  dives  to 
bide  from  you!  The  partridge  conceals  itself 
while  the  shell  is  yet  upon  its  head.  But  more  es- 
pecially the  turkey.  Do  we  not  see,  what  we  very 
properly  call  the  w’ild  turkey,  often  brought  into 
life  by,  and  raised  with,  those  of  the  domestic 
breed,  without  ever  having  seen  one  of  its  own 
kind?  And  yet  we  find  that,  as  soon  as  it  arrives  at 
sufficient  strength  and  maturity,  scorning  the  barn- 
yard, though  strewed  with  abundance,  it  leaves  the 
roost  of  its  companions,  and,  bounding  aloft,  it 
perches  on  the  top  of  some  distant  towering  tree 
—on  the  branches  of  the  proudest  monarch  of  the 
forest  within  its  reach.  This  is  repeated  again 
and  again.  Wandering  from  the  side  of  the  gen- 
tle brood,  he  strolls  in  pursuit  of  other  objects, 
which,  though  he  has  never  seen,  he  is,  by  the  ir- 
resistible force  of  nature,  led  to  believe  do  some- 
where exist.  With  desire  keen  and  strong  he 
seeks,  and,  if  successful,  he  bids  farewell,  a long 
farewell,  to  all  bis  old  companions,  and  returns  to 
them  no  more.  And  thus  it  is  that  whole  broods 
have,  from  time  to  time,  been  brought  into  life  and 
raised  upon  the  farm,  and  have  as  invariably  disap- 
peared. Where  are  they  now  to  be  found?  Though 
I will  not  indulge  in  the  afflicting  belief  that  such 
a destiny  as  this  does  really  await  our  red  brethren, 
yet  I do  most  sincerely  believe  that  such  is  the 
barrier  which  nature  interposes  between  the  two 
people,  together  with  the  powerful  force  of  habit 
operating  upon  them,  that  all  our  attempts  to  civi- 
lize those  Indians,  who  are  dispersed  and  scattered 
in  the  wilderness,  will  be  fruitless  and  unavailing. 
And,  therefore,  in  plain  and  common  language,  1 do 
most  respectfully  give  it  as  my  bumble  opinion,  that 
we  bad  better  mind  our  own  business — yes,  we  had 
much  better  mind  our  own  business.  And  equally 
vain  will  be  all  our  attempts  to  civilize  those 
within  the  interior  of  our  country,  and  surrounded 
"by  our  settlements,  unless  we  first  remove  certain 
artificial  obstacles  which  w e must  see,  and  perhaps 
can  remove.  1 mean,  that  w'e  must  radically  change 
our  present  system  of  policy — the  political  rela- 
tions existing  between  them  and  us.  We  may  edu- 
cate them,  instruct  them,  in  agricultural  and  me- 
chanic arts,  furnish  them  with  the  implements  of  hus- 
bandry, and  try  to  convert  them  to  Christianity;  and, 
after  all,  unless  we  secure  to.  them  the  benefit  and 
protection  of  our  laws  and  municipal  regulations, 
and  in  this  w’ay  engraft  them,  like  so  many  twigs 
upon  the  stalk,  or  upon  the  branches  of  the  stalk 
of  the  republic,  all  our  efforts  will  be  without  ef 
feet. 

if  the  states,  respectively,  in  which  the  small 
tribes  or  remnant  ot  tribes  remain,  will  not  consent 
to  the  removal  of  these  artificial  obstacles,  and  suf- 
fer our  civilizing  experiments  to  be  fairly  made,  for 
one  I despair  «f  success;  and,  abandoning  all  our 
projects  as  idle,  and  even  visionary,  1 will  not  vote 
my  country’s  treasure  to  any  such  purpose.  En- 
compassed around  about  by  such  a power  as  this, 
what  can  they  do,,  while  they  remain,  not  indepen- 
dent conimunities,  but  dependent  upon  our  will,  and 
yet  without  the  pale  of  our  laws?  Alieas  in  then 
own  country,  they  can  do  nothing;  they  may  recede, 
they  cannot  advance.  If  the  government  will  give 
them,  individually,  a jusv  and  reasonable  portion  of 
tbeir  lands — of  their  respective  reservations,  laid 
out  inns  proper  metes  and  boundaries,  and  take 
them  under  the  jurisdiction  and  control  of  |the 


laws,  gradually  ex^endii^g  to  them  such  rights  and 
privileges  as  shall  be  reasonable,  perhaps  some- 
thing may  be  done.  Otherwise,  viewing  all  our 
projects  as  a mere  mockery,!  am  prepared  to  give 
it  over. 

In  support  of  these  views  Mr,  M.  said  he  would 
refer  honorable  members  to  the  inaugural  address 
of  the  president,  on  the  4th  of  last  March,  and  also 
to  the  report  of  the  honorable  secretary  of  war, 
during  the  present  session  of  congress,  as  well  as 
at  the  session  of  1818.  It  is  but  right,  said  he,  to 
give  the  Indians  fair  play.  Encourage  them  to  the 
exertion  of  their  own  faculties,  of  their  own  ener- 
gies; but  do  not  impose  heavy  contributions  upon 
our  white  citizens,  from  wliich  the  Indians  are,  in 
truth,  to  derive  no  profit,  no  advantage,  but  which 
goes  to  the  special  and  exclusive  benefit  of  those 
who  can,  with  the  greatest  facility  and  convenience, 
obtain  access  to  your  treasury. 

SOCIETY  OF  UNITED  BRETHREN. 

IK  SENATE,  FEB.  22,  1822. 

The  following  resolutions,  moved  on  a previous 
day  by  Mr.  Benton^  of  Missouri,  being  under  con- 
sideration, viz: 

Resolvedy  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  senate  a copy  of  the  pa- 
tent (if  any  such  there  be  in  the  treasury  depart- 
ment) which  issued  under  an  act  of  congress,  of 
June,  1st,  1796,  conveying  to  the  society  of  United 
Bretlirer,  for  propagating  the  gospel  among  the 
Heathen,  three  tracts  of  land,  of  4Q00  acres  each, 
to  include  the  towns  of  Gnadenhatten,  Schoenbrunn, 
and  Salem,  on  the  Muskingum,  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
in  trust  to  said  society,  for  the  sole  use  of  the  Chris- 
tian Indians  formerly  settled  there. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  be  requested  to 
cause  to  be  collected,  and  communicated  to  the 
senate,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of 
congress,  the  best  information  which  he  may  be 
able  to  obtain,  relative  to  tlie  said  Christian  Indians, 
and  the  lands  intended  for  their  benefit  in  the 
abovementioned  grant;  shewing,  as  correctly  as 
possible,  the  advance  or  decline  of  sai*l  Indians  in 
numbers,  morals,  and  intellectual  enrlowrr  ents; 
whether  the  said  lands  have  inured  ic  .htir  sole 
benefit,  and,  if  not,  to  whom,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
have  such  benefits  accrued. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  senate  furnish 
a copy  of  the  above  resolutions  to  the  society  of 
United  Brethren  for  propagating  the  gospel  among 
the  Heathen,  addressed  to  the  president  of  the  so- 
ciety, at  Bethlehem,  in  Northampton  county,  in  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Benton  said,  that  be  would  undertake  to  shew”, 
by  a dry  detail  of  historical  facts,  the  propriety  of 
adopting  them. 

He  said,  it  happened  about  an  hundred  years  ago, 
that  the  followers  of  the  sectarian  Schwenkfeld 
were  expelled,  by  the  reigning  elector  from  the 
electorate  of  Saxony;  and  about  the  same  time  a 
Dr.  Spangenburg,  theologus  adjuncius  in  the  uni- 
versity of  Halle,  lost  his  place  in  the  university  on 
account  of  some  dispute  with  the  divines.  Being 
out  of  employment,  these  individuals  united  in  a 
project  to  cross  over  to  the  British  colonies  in 
America  for  the  purpose  of  civilizing  and  convert- 
ing the  Indians;  and,  addressing  themselves  to  go- 
vernor Oglethorpe,  then  in  London,  received  from 
him  the  means  of  trarusportation  to  Savannah,  in 
Georgia.  Arrived  at  that  piace,  they  immediately 
commenced  their  labors  among  the  Creek  Indians; 
founded  a church  and  a school  at  a place  called 
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Irene,  five  miles  from  Savannah,  and  had  tb**  ^r^at  | 

success,  according  to  the  published  .accounts,! 
in  teaching  and  converting  the  nat  ves.  The  noise] 
of  their  employment  and  success  drew  others  from] 
Germany,  and  with  the  increase  oflaborers  was  duly 
extended  the  field  of  action.  They  spread  to  the ! 
north,  and  entered  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  being ; 
invited,  as  the  history  of  the  mission  reports,  by^ 
the  Indians  themselves.  Mr.  B ssid,  that  he  could , 
not  gains iy  the  adeged  fact  of  the  invitation,  norj 
was  it  material  to  the  point  in  hand;  but  he  could  i 
■?y,  that  .such  an  invitation  -mplied  a contradicti  m j 
of  every  spring  of  human  action,  there  being  no  | 
pt  inciple  in  the  breast  of  man,  either  civili-^ed  or  | 
barbarian,  v.’bich  can  impel  him  to  invite  another  to, 
make  an  attack  upon  the  articl'-s  of  his  faiin  and  the  j 
sanctity  of  his  God  Be  that  as  it  may,  .Mr.  B.  said 
that  the  Brethren  (for  by  that  name  they  began  to 
be  known)  establi.shed  themselves  in  the  village  of 
Shekomeko,  which,  if  it  now  stands,  will  be  found) 
between  the  rivers  Hudson  and  Connecuctit,  some 
fifty  miles  west  of  Hartford.  It  was  a principal 
town  of  the  Mahikander  tribe,  and  tlie  Brethren 
immediately  establi.shed  a school  and  a church,  and 
bad  the  most  wonderful  success  in  teaching  and 
converting.  To  do  justice  to  their  labors,  Mr.  B. 
sal  I ihat  he  would  read  the  account  given  of  it  by 
their  own  historian,  [..oskiel. 

He  read  “In  July  the  new  chapel  at  Shekomeko 
was  fiiusiied  and  consecrated;  some  of  the  elders  of 
the  congregation  of  Bethlehem  being  present.  The 
coiigregation  usually  met  every  forenoon  to  hear 
a discourse  delivered  upon  some  text  of  scripture. 
Every  evening  an  hymn  was  sung.  A monthly 
prayer  day  was  likewise  established,  on  which  ac- 
counts were  read  concerning  the  progress  of  the 
gospel  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  and  prayer 
and  supplication  made  unto  God  for  all  men,  wiib 
th.jnk'igiving.  The  prayer  days  were  peculiarly 
agreeable  to  the  Indians;  especially  because  they 
heard  that  they  were  remembered  in  prayer  by  so 
many  children  of  God  in  other  places.  Both  on 
those  days  and  on  all  festival  days,  Shekomeko  was 
all  alive,  and  it  may  be  said  with  truth,  that  the 
believers  shewed  forth  the  death  of  the  Lord  both 
early  and  late.  One  day  above  one  hundred  sa- 
vages came  thither  on  a visit,  and  one  of  the  mis- 
sionaries observed,  that,  wherever  two  were  stand- 
ing  together,  our  Lord  Jesus  and  his  love  to  sin- 
ners, the  cau.se  of  his  bitter  sufieriugs.  Was  the  sub- 
ject of  conversation.” 

Mr.  B said  tiiat  the  history  went  on  to  shew  that 
the  couvei-ved  Indians  increased  in  number  and 
grace  until  they  became  an  example  to  tue  people 
of  Connecticut,  lie  mentioned  particulary  the 
case  of  a certain  justice  of  the  peace,  as  related  by 
Loskiel,  who  came  to  Shekomeko  'o  find  out  whe- 
ther any  thing  was  going  on  there  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  the  colony,  and  who  was  made  ashamed  of 
himself  by  the  godly  walk  and  conversation  of  the 
Indians,  and  returned  home  rebuked  and  edified 
by  their  example. 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  continuing  to  increase  in  num- 
bers and  to  widen  their  theatre — the  Brethren  ap- 
peared in  Pennsylvania  among  the  Delawares  and 
Shawnese,  then  in  great  numbers  upon  the  Susque- 
hannah  river  and  in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadel- 
phia. He  mentioned  Nain,  Shamokin,  Bethlehem, 
Nazareth,  and  many  other  places,  as  founded  at 
this  time  and  filled  with  converted  Indians,  and 
read  from  Loskiel  to  shew  that  a single  congrega- 
tion consisted  of  five  hundred  converts  and  that  the 
schools  were  thronged  with  girls  and  boys,  divided 
Into  regular  classes,  and  making  wonderful  pro- 


gpe««  in  their  stndies  He  allude  ! to  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Franklin  about  these  estahli'^hments,  but  passed 
on  to  the  Muoki'igum,  on  the  Ohio,  where  the  van- 
guard of  the  B 'p»hren  arrived  about  the  year  1770. 
Here  they  founded  the  towns  of  (rnadenhatten, 
Schoenbrunn,  and  New  Salem,  and  were  proceed- 
ing with  their  usual  success,  as  testified  by  the  his- 
torian, when  the  settlements  were  broken  up,  and 
themselves  dispersed  by  the  troubles  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war.  It  was  not  until  after  the  return  of 
peace  in  1783,  that  they  could  return  to  their  labors, 
and  about  this  time  they  began  to  attract  the  notice 
of  the  American  governmen’,  and  to  receive  from 
it  promises  of  aid,  in  consideration  of  their  great 
success  in  teaching  and  converting  the  Indians. 
He  read  from  l.oskiel,  to  shew  that  the  Brethren 
were  now  full  of  courage  and  confidence;  that  the 
scho->ls  and  churches  tlourished;  that  the  youn<r 
especially  exceeded  the  old;  that  their  convert.s, 
in  the  whole,  had  amounted  to  1500  persons,  “which 
they  considered  to  be  a stock  large  enough  to  be 
a light  of  the  Lord  shining  unto  many  heathen  na- 
tions, for  the  eternal  salvation  of  their  immortal 
souls.” 

.Mr.  B.  said,  it  w’as  to  these  Indians  that  the 
resolutions  referred;  for  their  use  that  12,000  acres 
of  land  was  granted,  and  it  was  their  present  num- 
ber and  act;ial  condition  which  he  wished  to  learn. 
He  said,  it  was  about  this  time  that  the  Brethren, 
with  others,  became  incorporated,  under  the  act  of 
the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  the  nameof“7'Ae  society  of  United  Hrethyen  for 
propagatmg  the  gospel  among  the  Heathen.^*  'I'he 
usual  privileges  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  have  and  to 
hold  real  and  personal  estate,  were  imparted  to  it, 
and  it  was  to  this  soci^’^y  that  the  land  in  question 
was  granted,  in  trust,  for  the  sole  use  of  the  Chris- 
tian Indians  of  the  towns  he  had  mentioned. 

Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  resolutions  which  he  had 
submitied,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  inquiry  which 
they  contemplated.  He  said,  llie  grant  conveyed 
nothing  but  the  use  of  the  land,  and  that  upon  a 
precise  limitation.  If  the  use  had  failed,  the  limita- 
tion had  attached,  and  the  ground  returned  to  the 
granlor.  He  said  it  would  have  been  idle  in  him  la 
undertake  to  put  the  senate  upon  this  inquiry,  with- 
out being  able  to  suggest  a failure  of  the  use;  he 
tlierefore  made  the  suggestion,  but  without  going 
into  particulars,  hoping  that  the  senators  from 
Ohio,  so  much  more  competent  than  himself,  would 
do  the  senate  that  favor. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  a friend  to  the  Indians  and  an 
enemy  to  the  abuse  of  charities.  He  believed  that 
great  abuses  had  been  committed  on  pubiic  and 
private  charily,  in  the  name  of  humanity  to  liulians. 
He  did  not  include  ail  missionaries  in  this  censure. 
He  knew  that  the  best  men  upon  earth  had  engaged 
in  that  business  from  the  purest  and  rriost  disinte- 
rested motives.  He  knew  that  the  early  history  of 
North  and  of  South  America  was  full  of  such  exam- 
ples—examples  of  men  who,  braving  all  dangers 
and  hardships,  died  at  the  stake  in  flames  and  tor- 
tures, martyrs  to  their  zeal  to  carry  the  light  of 
the  gospel  into  the  darkest  regions.  Still  he  be- 
lieved that  great  abuses  had  been  co.nmitted,  and 
he  could  hold  it  but  little  short  of  an  abuse  to  at- 
tempt, at  this  day,  with  the  experience  of  oUO  yeans 
before  our  eyes,  to  raise  money  from  the  iveak  and 
credulous  for  the  purpose  of  converting  the  Indians. 
He  said  we  had  the  experience  of  3J0  years,  and 
every  year  of  it  would  furnish  illustrations  of  the 
truth  of  his  position;  but  he  would  only  go  back 
two  hundred,  and  that  tor  the  sake  of  a single  ex- 
ample. Qanada  was  then  just  discovered — the 
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French  held  it — Henry  the  IV.  was  then  on  the 
throne,  and  the  Jesuit,  father  Cor  on,  vas  his  con- 
fessor. This  Jesuit  conceived  the  design  of  con- 
verting the  Canada  Indians,  and  the  first  question 
with  him  was  to  raise  the  ways  and  means.  Man, 
said  Mr.  B.  is  an  excitable  animal,  and  woman  still 
more  so,  and,  above  ill,  a Frenchman  and  a French 
wofoan.  The  Jesuit  knew  this:  so  he  addressed 
himself  to  the  ladies  of  the  court  and  of  the  city  of 
Paris.  The  effect  was  electric.  High  and  low 
rushed  ir.to  the  project.  Enemies  in  every  thing 
else  united  in  this.  Mary  of  Medicis,  wife  of  the 
king,  and  the  marchioness  Verneuil,  his  mistress, 
vied  with  each  other  in  the  profusion  of  their  dona- 
tions. The  duchesses  H’Aiguillon  and  Lesdeguier- 
res,  and  the  countess  Guercheville,  figured  in  their 
train.  The  gazettes  of  the  day  were  spangled  with 
the  names  and  titles  of  female  patronesses  of  mis- 
sions. Money,  clothes  and  valuable  effects,  flowed 
in  upon  the  Jesuit.  Young  ladies  were  even  sent 
to  Canada  to  nurse  the  sick  Christian  Indians,  and 
that  superb  establishment  in  Quebec,  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  Was  founded  by  the  duchess  D’Aiguillon  for 
an  Indian  hospital.  To  repay  so  much  liberality  the 
Jesuit  missionaries  sent  back  the  most  wonderful 
accounts  of  their  success.  According  to  their  re- 
ports the  Six  nations,  and  divers  other  nations, 
were  converted,  and  the  Island  of  Orleans,  (below 
Quebec),  contained  six  hundred  Indian  monks  and 
nuns,  regularly  divided,  male  and  female,  into  two 
distinct  societies.*  The  zeal  of  the  ladies  rose  to 
frenzy,  and  father  Cotton  had  to  modepte  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  French  Calvinists,  all  the 
while,  i’  sisted  that  the  Jesuits  were  doing  no  good 
to  the  Indians,  but  acquiring  much  power  and  rich- 
es for  themselves-T-for  which  they  were,  of  course, 
stigmatized  by  the  Jesuits  as  the  enemies  of  the  In- 
dians. On  which  side  the  better  reason  was,  might 
be  guessed  at  from  the  fact,  that,  when  the  English 
government  succeeded  to  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Canadas,  they  found  the  Jesuits  in  possession  of  very 
few  converts,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  very  large 
revenues;  no  less  than  forty-four  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  which  went  to  the  British  crown  upon 
the  extinction  of  the  order  some  years  ago:  and 
there  ended  the  charities  of  Parisian  ladies  in  favor 
of  converting  American  Indians. 

But,  Mr.  B.  said,  it  was  not  father  Cotton  and 
the  ladies  only  who  had  tried  this  business  and 
failed  in  it.  All  the  kings  of  France,  from  the  dis- 
covery  of  Canada  in  1600,  to  the  cession  of  that 
province  and  Louisiana  in  1763,  bad  made  the  same 
experiment,  with  the  same  wonderful  success  in 
the  beginning,  and  the  same  miserable  result  in  the 
end.  In  the  reigns  of  these  kings,  the  missionaries 
covered  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  carried 
their  adventurous  zeal  to  the  shores  of  Lakes  Supe- 
rior and  Winipec,  and  to  the  banks  of  the  Saskat- 
chiwine  river,  every  where  converting  nations,  and 
building  chapels,  and  bringing  to  their  altars  innu 
merable  worshippers  of  the  only  true  and  living 
God.  And  yet,  what  is  the  present  fruit  of  all'this 
labor?  If  a traveller  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi 
should  inquire  for  the  monuments  of  that  time,  and 
of  that  work,  he  might  be  pointed  to  the  walls  of 


*“Le  desir  d’imiter  la  reine  des  vierges,  faisoit 
embrasser  le  celibat  a un  tres  grand  nombre  des 
filles;  et  la  conduite  edifiante  de  ces  epouses  de 
Jesus  rendoit  respectable,  parmi  les  sauvages,  un 
£tat  qui,  peu  d’annees  auparavant,  y avoit  ete  rae- 
prize.*’ — Charlevoix f Histoire  de  la  JVouvelle  France, 
VO  I %'p.  55. 


a fallen  down  house  in  the  village  of  K'^skaskia,  and 
told  **th(U  was  the  .Jf^suitn*  colleg-e:”  he  might  be 
pointed  to  a nf  water  below  Louis  called 

La  Rivie^re  des  Peres,  (nver  of  the  father.'),  and  to 
another  above,  called  La  Rivierre  des  Moines,  (the 
river  of  the  monks) — and  informed  that  these  walls 
and  these  names  are  the  only  vestiges  which  now 
remain  of  all  the  labors  of  that  powerful  order  in 
this  magnificent  valley. 

Mr.  B.  pointed  to  Lake  Superior,  and  said  it  was 
the  same  thing  <bere.  The  site  of  the  chapel  which 
contained  800  wors!iippe.”s  in  the  time  of  Charle- 
voix, was  now  unknown.  Nay,  more:  the  knowledge 
of  the  fact  that  missionaries  had  ever  been  there, 
was  itself  in  danger  of  being  lost.  H^  )iad  the  au- 
thority of  sir  Alexander  McKenzie,  for  asserting 
that  this  knowledge,  even  thirty’years  ago,  was  con- 
fined to  the  stream  of  tradition  and  to  the  memory 
of  some  Euperanuated  cld  men.  If  such  had  been 
the  fruit  of  missions  patronized  by  such  men  as 
Henry  the  4th  and  the  dukeof  Sully,  Louis  the  13lh 
and  cardinal  Richelieu, Louis  the  14th  and  the  great 
Colbert,  led  by  an  order  who,  for  energy  and  devo- 
tion, have  been  ^lyled  the  Janissaries  of  the  papal 
throne,  Mr,  B.  said,  that  he,  for  one,  was  ready  to 
despair  of  any  great  success  from  our  empty  poc- 
kets and  discordant  forces. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  he  had  covered  more  ground 
than  the  terms  of  the  resoultions  required,  and 
he  had  done  so  designedly.  He  had  seen  in  a 
gazette  of  the  city  the  copy  of  a constitution, 
and  a list  of  the  grand  dignitaries  of  a v.ast  so- 
ciety  announced  for  the  conversion  of  Indians.— 
The  list  embraced  all  presidents  and  ex-presidents; 
all  secretaries  of  war,  and  treasury,  and  navy;  all 
judges  and  governors,  generals  and  commodores, 
preachers  and  school-masters,  and  all  members, 
present  and  to  come,  of  both  houses  of  the  congress 
of  the  United  States.  As  a member  of  the  senate, 
he  found  himself  included  in  tlie^  list,  certainly 
without  his  knowledge,  and  equally  certain  without 
his  approbation.  He  had,  therefore,  made  this  ex- 
position of  his  senlin  mts  to  shew  that  he  did  not 
countenance  the  views  of  the  society.  He  was  laid 
under  a necessity  of  doing  so,  for  the  constitution 
and  list  is  printed  in  this  city;  the  elections  are 
said  to  have  taken  place  in  this  city;  all  is  done,  as 
it  would  seem  abroad,  in  our  very  prr?<nce;  and, 
if  we  do  riot  except  to  the  procedure,  we  agree  to 
it:  silence  gives  consent.  And  what  impositions 
may  not  be  practised?  The  ninth  article  creates  a 
committee  of  ways  and  means — five  the  complement 
and  three  the  quorum.  This  committee  is  enjoined 
^ to  devise  and  prosecute  to  effect  the  measures  most 
practicable  and  best  adapted  to  supply  the  society's 
treasury  tvith  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  on  its  ope^ 
rations."  This  quorum  of  three  are  the  soul  of  the 
society;  they  are  to  raise  the  wind!  How?  Nobody 
knows.  Who  are  they?  Nobody  knows.  What  may 
they  not  do  in  the  name  of  this  redoubtable  society! 
They  may  run  subscriptions  through  all  parts  of 
Europe  and  America,  and  who  could  have  the  cou- 
rage to  refuse  a mile  to  such  a formidable  array  of 
beggars?  The  weak  and  credulous  would  give  what 
was  due  to  their  children,  their  servants,  or  their 
poor  neighbors,  under  the  delusive  idea  that  the 
great  men  whose  names  they  saw  were  seriously 
engaged  in  converting  Indians,  and  would  faithfully 
apply  all  that  was  received  to  that  object. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ohio,  said,  in  answer  to  the  call 
thus  made  on  him,  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
that  he  could  only  observe  that  he  was  unable  to 
give  an  estimate,  tolerably  correct,  of  the  value  of 
the  property  in  Ohio,  possessed  by  the  United  Dre- 
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thren.  He  believed  tha’.  the  cultivated  portion  of 
their  prant  was  comparatively  small,  and,  to  all 
appearance,  the  revenue  derived  from  it  could  not 
be  very  considerable;  he  was  uninformed  what  miffht 
have  been  the  amount,  as  well  as  its  application. 
The  state  of  Oliio,  for  several  years,  exempted  the 
land  from  taxation.  In  the  course  of  the  time,  since 
the  first  Moravian  mis<ion  m'ss  sent  to  the  Tusra 
rawas  (now  fifty  years  or  more), it  v/ould  seem,  from 
their  own  accoiints,  that  their  zeal  for  propagating' 
the  gospel  had  been  so  successful  as  to  assemble  a 
large  congregation  of  Indians,  whom  they  had  con- 
verted to  Christianity,  wftich  congregation  has  now 
become  nearly  extinct;  owing  to  massacre,  wars  and 
dispersion,  together  with  many  of  the  vices  that 
usually  attend  a degraded  communi'y,  so  that  the 
unfortunate  Indians,  in  that  region,  under  the  spe 
cial  projection  of  the  Brethren,  have  dwindled  to  a 
few  families;  comprehending,  in  all,  perhaps,  twenty 
individuals,  inhabiting  a wretched  hamlet  called 
Goshen,  on  the  Tu.scsrawas  branch  of  the  Muskin- 
gum; exhibiting,  like  the  persons  of  the  natives,  an 
appe-<rance  of  squalid  wretchedness.  They  have 
among  them  a resident  from  the  society,  and  are 
said  to  cultivate  a common  field  in  a rude  and  im- 
perfect manner.  This  remnant  shews  no  symptoms 
of  mental  improvement;  but,  on  the  contrary,  many 
marks  of  their  degradation  appear  in  their  idleness, 
want,  and  habits  of  intoxication  among  the  men. 
As  the  condition  of  these  Indians,  to  whom  the  pro- 
fessed benevolence  of  the  United  Brethren  has  been 
extended,  seems,  said  Mr.  B.  in  no  way  improved, 
the  ostensible  object  of  that  mission,  in  whicii  Mr. 
Heckewelder  spent  above  forty  years,  has  totally 
failed. 

Mr.  Lowrie,  of  Pennsylvsnii^,  observed  that,  on 
hearing  the  resolutions  read,  he  had  no  objections 
to  their  passage.  He  was  always  in  favor  of  informa- 
tion on  every  subject  where  there  was  any  allega- 
tion of  mismanagement,  or,  as  in  this  case,  a failure 
of  the  use.  Of  the  present  case  he  knew  nothing 
on  either  side,  and  he  should  not  have  said  a word, 
had  not  it  been  for  the  general  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Missouri,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  have  been  perfectly  gratuitous— at  least,  he 
was  not  able  to  see  their  application  to  the  reso- 
]'  tions  now”  under  consideration.  He  did  not  like 
discussions  of  this  kind  to  be  brought  before  the 
senate,  unless  arising  out  of  the  business  i.mme- 
diately  before  us.  Sliould  it  become  necessary 
to  discuss  this  subject,  he,  (Mr.  L ),  believed  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  give  a very  different 
view  of  the  subject  from  that  given  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri.  Without  denying  th'e  facts 
adduced,  Mr.  L.  said  he  could  produce  other  facts 
which  would  place  the  subject  in  another  light, 
and  he  had  long  found  it  necessary,  in  coming  to  a 
correct  conclusion,  jto  hear  both  sides.  If  there 
have  been  mistakes  on  this  subject,  it  is  not  sur- 
prising, and  from  those  very  mistakes  information 
would  be  derived.  It  was  likely  that  those  engaged 
in  this  benevolent  business  had,  at  the  first,  kept 
too  much  out  of  view  the  necessity  of  teaching  the 
Indians  agriculture  and  the  common  arts  of  civiliz- 
ed life.  The  proceedings  of  the  different  mission- 
ary societies  shew  that  this  error  is  now  corrected. 
He  did  not  intend  to  engage  further  in  the  dis 
cussion.  He  would  not  have  said  a word  had  it 
not  been  that  an  inference  in  favor  of  such  general 
remarks  might  have  been  drawn  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  their  being  permitted  to  pass  in  si- 
lence. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolutions;  and  they  were  agreed  to. 


INDIAN  CIVILIZATION. 

Letter  to  a -nember  of  conprea  in  relaton  to  Indian 

civilization t by  the  donoentic  secvttuiy  of  the  United 

Forei^i  JMissionary  society. 

Respected  and  dear  sir — Having  understood  by  a 
letter  from  Washington,  th.it  the  impression  has 
been  uttered  on  the  floor  of  congress,  that  ‘Indian 
civilization  forms  no  part  of  the  objects  of  missiona- 
ry institutions,’  and  that  ‘the  establishments  at 
Brainerd  and  EUio*  ar  a miserable  farce,’  I would 
respectfully  invite  yonr  aliention,  for  a moment,  to 
the  following  facts  and  remarks. 

The  objects  of  the  L'nited  Fo"eign  Missionary 
society  are  to  civilize  and  christianize  the  Ameri- 
can Indians — and  the  managers  are  convinced,  from 
their  own  experience,  as  well  as  that  of  kirulred  in- 
stitutions, that  each  of  these  objects  can  be  more 
easily  and  successfully  attained,  when  combined, 
than  when  separately  attempted.  The  history  of 
eighteen  centuries  testifies,  that  no  pagan  nation 
ever  became  civilized  to  any  important  degree,  until 
it  had  renounced  its  idols,  and  abandoned  the 
whole  train  of  superstitious  rights  connected  with 
its  Idolatrous  worship;  and  that  no  one  ever  became 
evangilized  without  acqtiiring,  in  some  nrieasure, 
the  arts  and  habits  of  c.'V'lized  life.  Whether  the 
object,  therefore,  be  to  civilize  or  c'-rlstianize,  both 
must  be  carried  on  with  an  equal  and  united  effort. 
Under  the  impression  of  these  truths  the  board,  in 
forming  their  general  principles,  or  system  of  one- 
rations,  combined  t!i  i two  objects,  as  you  will  evi- 
dently perceive,  by  a perusal  of  the  following  sec- 
tions; 

‘‘First.  At  all  the  missionary  stations  under  the 
care  of  this  board,  it  shall  be  tiie  object  to  promote, 
not  only  the  knowledge  of  Christianity,  but  also  the 
arts  of  civilized  life.  Besides  the  branches  of  learn- 
ing taught  in  common  schools,  the  boys  shall  be  in- 
structed in  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts;  and 
the  girls  in  spinning,  weaving,  sewing,  knitting, 
and  household  business. 

“Second.  In  every  establishment,  it  is  expedient 
tl^at  there  be  a superintendent  and  an  assistant,  who 
shall  be  ministers  of  the  gospel;  a schoolmaster,  a 
farmer,  a blacksmith,  a carpenter,  and  such  other 
mechanics  as  shall  be  found  necessary,  all  of  whoa» 
shall  come  under  the  general  denomination  of  mis- 
sionaries. The  number  shall  be  increased  as  oc- 
casion may  require.  At  every  station  there  shall 
be  either  a physician,  or  a person  acquainted  witli 
the  practice  of  physic.” 

There  are  eight  other  sections,  all  of  which  are 
conformable  to  the  two  I have  quoted. 

Th^  substance  of  these  general  principles  was 
communicated  to  the  public  in  the  third  annual  re- 
port. In  the  same  report  it  was  stated,  that,  in  the 
mission  family  which  had  just  gone  to  the  Osages 
of  the  Arkansaw,  there  were  two  clergymen,  one 
physician,  iw’o  teachers,  two  farmers,  a carpenter, 
and  a blacksnnith. 

The  fourth  report,  in  relation  to  the  family  which 
went  out  last  spring  to  the  Osages  of  the  Missouri, 
states  as  follows: 

“Besides  the  superintendent  and  assistant,  there 
are  among  the  males  of  the  family,  a minister  of  the 
gospel,  who  goes  out  as  a teacher,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  preaching  whenever  his  health  will  permit, 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  mission  requre;  a re- 
gularly educated  physician  and  surgeon;  a person 
capable  of  manufacturing  machinery,  performing 
most  kinds  of  blacksmith’s  work,  and  teaching 
sacred  music;  a carpenter  and  millwright,  a shoe- 
maker, a waggon-maker,  and  two  farmers.  Th*s 
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females,  collectively,  are  qualified  to  teach  all  the 
branches  of  industry  pursued  by  that  sex  in  this 
country;  most  of  them  have  had  considerable  ex- 
perience in  teaching  common  schools;  and  two  or 
three  have  taught  in  seminaries  of  a higher  order/’ 

In  speaking  of  the  mission  at  Tuscarora,  the  same 
report  Siiys: 

“The  whole  of  the  nation  now  residirig  at  Tusca- 
rora,  have  taken  a decided  stand  in  favor  of  the 
chrisiian  religion.  They  have  already  made  con- 
siderable progress  in  acquiring  the  arts  and  habits 
of  civilized  life.  Having,  in  a great  measure,  aban- 
doned  the  chase,  as  the  means  of  subsistence,  they 
depend,  for  their  support,  principally,  upon  the  pro. 
duce  of  their  soil.  They  occupy  comfortable  dwel- 
lings; and,  in  passing  through  their  village,  you 
behold  waggons,  ploughs,  and  other  implements  of 
husbandary,  arranged  around  their  doors.  Some  of 
their  youth  have  made  considerable  proficiency  in 
the  elementary  branches  of  an  English  education. 
One  of  their  young  men,  hopefully  pious  and  of 
promising  talents,  is  stationed  at  a heminary  in  this 
city;  and  another,  perhaps  equally  pious  and  pro- 
mising, at  the  foreign  mission  school,  in  Connecticut. 

‘ From  our  missionary  at  this  station,  we  learn 
that  the  Indians  had  recently  manifested  more  than 
ordinary  solicitude  for  the  general  improvement  of 
their  village  and  their  nation.  Among  other  efforts 
for  this  object,  they  are  preparing  to  erect  a new 
council-house  and  church,  of  larger  dimensions, 
and  of  more  convenient  structure,  than  the  one  they 
now  occupy.  They  have  already  furnished  all  the 
timber  and  boards  required  for  the  building;  and 
they  hope  to  finish  it  early  in  the  ensuing  summer 

“A  school  for  the  children  of  the  tribe  has  been 
taught  ibr  several  years  by  the  missionary  and  his 
wife.  As  an  additional  teacher,  the  board  have 
lately  appointed  Miss  Elizabeth  L.  Brown,  of  Ho- 
mer, in  the  county  of  Courtland.  She  will  pro- 
bably  commence  her  labors  in  the  course  of  the 
present  month;  and  it  will  be  her  particular  duty 
to  instruct  the  young  females  of  the  nation  in  the 
art  of  sewing,  knitting,  spinning  and  weaving.” 

In  relation  to  the  Seneca  station,  the  same  re- 
port remarks: 

“The  property  of  the  board  in  the  Seneca  village, 
consists  of  two  dwelling  houses  and  a school  house, 
together  with  the  use,  for  an  indefinite  period,  of 
the  ground  on  which  they  are  erected.  It  is  in 
contemplation  to  build  an  addition  to  the  house 
now  occupied  by  Mr.  Young,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
commodating the  minister  and  of  embodying  many 
of  the  Indian  children  in  the  missionary  family. 
It  is  also  in  contemplation  to  erect  a workshop 
within  an  enclosure,  of  sufficient  extent  for  the  de- 
posit of  boards  and  timber;  to  furnish  the  necessary 
tools;  and  to  give  to  the  nation  free  access  to  the 
establishment,  for  the  object  of  making  and  re- 
pairing their  farming  utensils  and  househould  fur- 
niture.” 

I might  easily  multiply  these  extracts; but  enough 
have  been  given  to  show,  in  the  first  place,  that 

Indian  civilization^'  constitutes  a leading  object  of 
this  society,  and  one,  of  which  the  managers  can 
never  lose  sight;  and,  in  the  second  place,  that  this 
subject  forms  a prominent  topic  in  our  annual  re- 
ports. When  the  last  report  was  written,  it  was 
not  officially  known  to  the  board  that  the  mission 
sent  out  to  the  Osages  of  the  Arkansaw  had  ar- 
rived at  their  destined  station;  and  the  numerous 
family,  bound  to  the  Osages  of  the  Missouri,  had 
not  yet  embarked  at  Pittsburgh.  Of  course,  no 
account  could  have  been  given  of  the  progress  of 
civilization  among  those  tribes.  But  the  missions 


among  the  Tuscarora  and  Seneca  tribes,  are  of 
longer  standing;  and  to  strangers  and  others  who 
have  visited  them,  it  is  a matter  of  surp;rise,  that 
they  should  have  made  such  r-apid  progress  in  lav- 
ing aside  their  savage  customs,  and  acquiring  the 
habits,  arts,  and  industry  of  civilized  life,  IXiring 
the  last  si’mmer,  they  were  visited  by  two  very 
respectable  gentlemen,  (a  physician  and  a mer- 
cha  U),  and  several  ladies  from  Charleston,  S.  C. 
who  were  highly  gratified  with  the  good  order  of 
the  schools,  the  proficiency  of  the  scholars,  and  the 
general  state  of  civilization  and  improvement  among 
the  Indians.  They  left  behind  them,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  mission,  a handsome  donation,  as  a testimonial 
of  the  grat’fication  they  had  received;  and  took  with 
ti'.em  10  Charleston  a number  of  elegant  specimens 
of  penmanship  from  the  hands  of  tlie  Indian  youth. 
While  passing  through  the  city,  one  of  the  gentle- 
men called  on  me  as  the  official  organ  of  our  socie- 
ty, and  expressed  the  lively  sense  which  he  and  his 
whole  party  entertained  of  the  usefulness  of  our 
operations  among  those  tribes. 

At  Tuscarora  there  is  a regularly  organized 
^church,  which  contains  t-wenty-three  Indian  commu- 
nicants, whose  life  and  conversation  correspond 
with  their  religious  profesion.  Our  missionary  in 
speaking  of  this  tribe  says — “On  some  accounts, 
tills  poor  people  are  superior  to  any  village  of 
white  inhabitants,  with  which  I am  acquainie-J. — 
The  sabbath  is  almost  universally  regarded  and 
honored  among  them.  There  is  not  a village  in 
the  state,  where  so  large  a proportion  of  tlie 
heads  of  families  punctually  attend  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel.”  Again— “There  appears  to  be 
among  these  Indians  an  increasing  sense  of  the  im- 
portance of  education  and  industry.  A large  pro- 
portion of  the  families  are  industrious.  During  the 
past  winter  the  children  have  been  punctual  in  their 
ati.#ndance  at  school,  and  have  made  very  encou- 
raging progress.” 

The  visit  to  Brainerd  and  Elliot,  by  a member 
of  congress,  (as  stated  in  the  letter  which  has  call- 
ed forth  these  remarks),  was  probably  made  in  the 
infancy  of  that  establishment.  The  uniform  testi- 
mony given  by  the  missionaries,  and  by  gentlemen 
who  have  occasionally  visited  those  stations,  is  of  a 
very  different  character.  They  concur  in  represent- 
ing those  nations  as  making  great  and  rapid  im- 
provement in  civilization.  An  extract  or  two  from 
the  documents  which  first  came  to  hand,  will  sutfi. 
ciently  support  this  remark.  The  journal  of  the 
mission  at  Brainerd,  under  date  of  the  1st  of  No- 
vember, 1820,  presents  he  following  pleasing  in- 
telligence. 

“The  council,  (of  Indian  chiefs),  have  made  a, 
law  to  compel  parents  to  keep  their  children  at 
school,  when  once  entered,  until  they  have  finished 
their  education,  or  to  pay  all  expense  for  clothing, 
board  and  tuition.  They  have  also  given  the  super- 
intendents of  each  mission  authority  to  take  out  of 
their  schools  such  children  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  and  with  the  consent  of  their  parents,  put 
them  to  such  trades  as  are  attached  to  the  missions! 
and,  when  such  children  have  learned  a trade,  they 
are  to  be  furnished  with  a set  of  tools  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  nation. 

“They  have  also  divided  their  country  into  eight 
districts  or  counties;  laid  a tax  on  the  people  tQ 
build  a court  house  in  each  of  these  counties,  and 
appointed  four  circuit  judges.  The  Cherokees  are 
rapidly  adopiingthe  laws  and  manners  of  the  whites. 
They  appear  to  advance  in  civilization,  just  in  pro- 
portion to  the  knowledge  cf  the  gospel.  It,  there- 
fere,  becomes  all,  who  desire  the  civilization  of  the 
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Indians,  to  do  what  they  can  to  send  the  gospel 
among  them.” 

In  the  spring  of  1820,  Adam  Hodgson,  esq  * a 
distinguished  me.'-chant  of  Liverpool,  visited  Elliot 
and  lirainerd,  on  a journey  from  Natchez,  on  the 
Mississippi,  to  Richmond,  in  Virginia.  An  account 
of  his  journey  I find  in  a London  publication  now 
before  me,  from  which  I beg  leave  to  present  a few 
passages,  that  you  may  le.irn  the  opinion  of  an  in- 
telligent foreign  traveller,  upon  the  subject  how  in 
question.  After  mentioning  his  arrival  at  Elliot,  he 
adds — 

**Soon  after  my  arrival,  we  proceeded  to  the 
school,  just  as  a half  breed,  who  has  taken  great  in- 
terest in  it,  was  preparing  to  give  the  children  “a 
talk,”  previous  to  returning  home,  sixty  miles  dis- 
tant. He  is  a very  influential  chief,  and  a man  of 
comprehensive  views.  He  first  translated  into  Choc- 
taw, a letter  to  the  children,  from  some  benevolent 
friends  in  the  north,  who  had  sent  it  with  a present 
of  a box  of  clothes.  He  then  gave' them  a long  ad- 
dress in  Choctaw. 

“As  soon  as  the  school  was  over,  the  boys  repair- 
ed to  their  agricultural  labors;  their  instructor 
working  with  them,  and  communicating  informa- 
tion in  the  most  aflectionate  manner;  the  girls  pro- 
ceeded to  their  sewing  and  domestic  employments, 
under  the  missionary  sisters.  They  were  afterwards 
at  lioerly  till  the  supper  bell  rang,  when  we  all  sat 
down  together  to  bread  and  milk,  and  various  pre- 
p;*ralionsof  Indian  corn;  the  missionaries  presiding 
at  the  different  tables,  and  confining  themselves,  as 
is  their  custom,  except  in  cases  of  sickness,  to  pre- 
cisely the  same  food  as  the  scholars  After  supper, 
a chapter  in  the  bible  was  read,  with  Scott’s  prac- 
tical  observations.  This  was  followed  by  singing 
ana  prayer;  and  then  all  reiired  to  their  little  rooms 
in  their  log  cabins. 

In  the  morniiig,  at  day-light,  the  boys  were  at 


of  them  growing  cotton,  and  spinning  and  weaving 
it  into  coarse  clothing. 

“Of  three  districts  or  towns  into  which  its  15  or 

20.000  souls  are  divided,  one  has  appropriated  to 
tlie  use  of  schools  its  annuity,  for  seventeen  years, 
of  2.000  dollars  per  annum,  received  from  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  for  ceded  lands;  another,  its  annuity  of 

1.000  dollars  per  annum,  with  the  prospect  of  l,0u0 
more;  and  one  has  requested  the  United  States  not 
only  to  forbid  the  introduction  of  ammunition  into 
the  nation,  that  the  hunter  may  be  compelled  to 
work,  but  to  send  their  annuity  in  implements  of 

‘iuisbandry.  At  a recent  general  council  of  the  cluefs, 
1,800  dollars  in  money,  and  upwards  of  eighty 
cows  and  calves,  were  subscribed  for  the  use  of 
schools,  and  the  total  contribution  of  the  Choctaws 
to  this  object  exceeds  70,000  dollars. 

“I  was  liighly  gratified  by  my  visit  to  Elliot — this 
garden  in  a moral  wilderness;  and  was  plersed  with 
the  opportunity  of  seeing  a mis.sionary  settlement 
in  its  i.»sfant  state,  before  the  wounds  of  recent  se- 
paration from  kindred  and  friends  bad  ceased  to 
bleed,  and  habit  hud  rendered  the  missionaries  fa- 
miliar with  the  peculiarities  of  their  novel  situation. 

“ I'he  sight  of  the  children,  also,  many  of  them 
still  in  Imlian  costume,  was  most  interesting.  I 
could  not  help  imagining,  that  before  me  might  be 
some  Alfred  of  tiiis  western  world,  the  fu*  ure  found- 
er  of  institiitiotijs  which  were  to  enlighten  and  civi- 
lize  his  country — some  Choclav/  Swarts,  or  Elliot, 
destined  to  disseminate  the  blessings  of  Christiani- 
ty and  refinemetit  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Fuci- 
fic,  from  the  Gulph  of  Mexico  to  the  Fr*>ze  Sea. 
1 contrasted  them  in  their  social,  their  mors!,  and 
their  religious  condition,  with  the  straggling  hunt- 
ers, and  their  painted  faces,  w!io  occasionally  s ared 
through  the  windows;  or,  with  the  half  naked  sa- 
vages  of  another  tribe,  whom  we  had  seen  in  the 
forests  a few  nights  before,  dancing  round  their 


*Of  the  house  of  Ra.hbone,  Hod^swu  & Co  — 
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I might,  sir,  conduct  you  with  our  in  ureslmg  tra- 
veller, from  Elliot  to  Bramerd,  and  .mui  iply  qii  na- 
tions  to  the  same  general  purp  rt;  but,  rnore  than 
enough,  1 am  sensible,  has  r'^^ady  been  given,  to 
c..nvmcea  gentleman  of  your  hunia  dty  and  candor, 
not  only  that  the  disinterested  elfoits  which  are  now 


making  to  civ.iize  anti  chrisii.*  .z 
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their  agnculture,  and  the  girls  at  their  dorKestici  midnight  fires,  with  their  tomahawks  and  scalping 
employments.  About  7 o’clock,  we  assembled  for,  knives,  rending  th.e  air  with  their  tierce  wa> -hoops, 
reading,  singing,  and  prayer;  and  soon  afterward  i or  making  the  woods  thrill  with  their  savage  yells, 
for  breakfast.  After  an  interval  for  play,  the  school  j But  they  form  a y^t  stronger  contr  ist  with  tlie  poor 
opened  with  prayer  and  singing,  a chapter  in  the  lodians  vvhom  we  had  seen  on  tlie  fr  ontier — corrupt- 
bible,  and  exaimnation  on  i)»e  subject  of  the  chap-  ed,  degraded,  and  debased  by  their  intercourse 
ter  of  the  preceding  day.  The  children  then  pro-  witn  Ei  glisii,  Irish,  or  A >.ericaa  iraders.” 
cecded  to  reading,  writing,  accounts,  and  English 
grammar,  on  a modifica'ion  of  the  British  sy.'-tem. 

The  instructors  say  they  never  knew  white  cnildr^n 
learn  with  so  much  facility;  and  the  specim  ns  of 
writing  exhibited  unequivocal  proofs  of  rapid  pro- 
gress. Many  spoke  English  very  well, 

“The  immediate  ouject  of  the  settlement  of  El- 
liot, is  the  religious  instruction  of  the  Indians.  The 
niissionaiies  are,  iiowever,  aware  that  this  mustne- 
ce  arily  be  preceded  or  accompanied  by  their  ci- 
vi '.zation;  and  that  mere  preaching  to  the  adult 
In.  lar.s,  though  partially  beneficial  to  the  present 
get.  ration,  would  not  probably  be  attended  with 
any  g aeral  or  permanent  results.  Wnile,  tliere- 
foie,  the  religious  interests  of  the  children  are  the 
ob]e':ts  iiearest  to  their  hearts,  they  are  ar.xious  to 
put  them  in  possessior.  of  those  qualifict^tions  which 
may  secure  to  them  an  iirpertani  influence  in  the 
couiiciis  of  their  nation,  and  ef;ab!e  them  gradu  liy 
to  induce  their  roaming  brethren  to  abandon  tbtir 
erratic  iiaous  for  tlie  occupations  of  civilized  life. 

The  general  f‘.eli-.gs  of  the  nation  at  thi.s  moment 
are  most  auspicious  to  their  undertaking.  I'he 
commanity  at  large  is  most  solicitous  for  civiliza- 
tion. In  this  they  have  made  so  pr  gr^ss;  many 


our  country,  deserve  not  the  cpprobruirr!  winch 
is  said  to  have  been  cast  upon  them,  but  that 
they  merit  the  approbation  and  the  support  of  the 
community.  The  present  sys  em  of  o .mbining  the 
two  objects  of  civilizing  and  christianizing  the  In- 
dian tribes,  is  already  “in  the  full  tide  of  successful 
experiment;”  and  I cannot  tiui  deepiy  regret,  that 
a measure  should  find  its  advocates  in  congress, 
which  appears  to  be  calculated  lo  give  a powerful 
ciieck,  if  not  to  erect  an  insarmouiuable  barrier  to 
bo'b. 

Upon  this  country,  sir,  rests  a responsibility  in  re- 
lation to  the  Indian  tribes,  of  deep  and  tremendous 
import,  “Sovereigns,  fiomtime  immemorial,  of  the 
interminable  forests  which  ovtrshadow  this  vast  con- 
tinent, this  injur  ed  race  liave  gradually  been  driven 
by  the  white  usurpers  of  their  soil,  within  the  limits 
oi  their  present  precarious  possessions.  One  after 
am  ther  of  their  favorite  rivers  iias  been  reluctantly 
HI  andoneci,  uu.ii  the  r.»  ge  o-  'he  hun>er  is  bound- 
ed by  liaes  prescribed  by  bis  mvader,  and  the  iude- 
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pendence  of  the  warrior  is  no  more.  Of  the  innu- 
merable tribes,  which,  a few  centuries  since,  roamed 
fearless  and  independent  in  their  native  forests,  how 
many  have  been  swept  into  oblivion,  and  are  with 
the  generations  before  the  flood!  Of  others,  not  a 
trace  remains  but  in  tradition,  or  in  the  person  of 
some  solitary  wanderer,  the  last  of  his  tribe,  who 
hovers,  like  a ghost,  among  the  sepulchres  of  his 
fathers — a spark  still  faintly  glimmering  in  the  ashes 
of  an  exlingwished  race.”  Alas!  sir,  shall  the  sword 
of  avarice,  or  the  strong  arm  of  civilized  power, 
still  pursue  this  unhappy  people?  Shall  the  unceas- 
ing and  relentless  force  of  emigration  drive  them 
from  forest  to  forest,  until  the  last  remnant,  strug- 
gling for  existence,  shall  fall  on  the  verge  of  the 
Western  Ocean,  or  perish  in  its  flood?  Will  not  the 
voice  of  humanity  prompt  us  to  arrest  this  unremit- 
ted progress  of  extermination?  Does  not  the  glory 
of  our  country  require,  that  we  extend  to  those  who 
still  survive,  the  hand  of  friendship,  convey  to  them 
the  blessings  of  social  life,  and  raise  them  to  a high 
and  happy  destiny?  And  how,  sir,  shall  this  be  ac- 
complished? Break  down  the  restrictions  which  have 
happily  been  placed  upon  Indian  trade,  and  you  will 
let  loose  upon  the  untutored  tenants  of  the  wilder- 
ness,  a horde  of  selfish  and  unprincipled  adventurers, 
to  pollute,  debase,  deceive  and  destroy.  But  conti- 
nue and  enforce  those  restrictions — encourage  and 
aid  the  missionary  institutions  of  our  country,  and 
you  will  find  a host  of  pious  ministers,  teachers,  farm- 
ers, atid  mechanics,  who  wiii  go  forth  to  the  work  of 
civilizing  the  Indians,  with  no  other  motive  than 
that  of  promoting  their  temporal  and  eternal  bene- 
fit, and  expecting  and  wishing  no  earthly  remune- 
ration for  their  privations  and  their  toils.  Adopt  this 
course,  aud  you  will  have  agents  who  will  carry  on 
the  noble  designs  of  the  government  in  relation  to 
the  Indian  tribes,  with  a spirit  of  disinterestedness, 
perseverance  and  fidelity,  which,  in  any  other  way, 
or  on  any  other  principle,  cannot  be  found.  Adopt 
this  course,  and  with  cheering  hope  you  may  look 
forward  to  the  period  when  the  savage  shall  be 
converted  into  the  citizen — when  the  hunter  shall 
be  changed  to  the  agriculturist  or  the  mechanic — 
when  the  farm,  the  w'ork  shop,  the  school  house, 
and  the  church,  shall  adorn  every  Indian  village — 
when  the  fruits  of  industry,  good  order,  and  sound 
morals,  shall  bless  every  Indian  dwelling — and  when, 
throughout  the  vast  range  of  country  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  Pacific,  the  red  man  and  the  white 
man  shall  every  where  be  found  mingling  in  the 
same  pursuits,  cherishing  the  same  benevolent  and 
friendly  views,  fellow  citizens  of  the  same  civil  and 
religious  community,  and  fellow  heirs  to  an  eternal 
inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  glory. 

I am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

Z.  LEWIS, 

Domestic  Secretary  of  the  United 
Foreign  Missionary  Society. 

INDIAN  ELOQUENCE. 

The  following  speech  was  delivered  by  Shun-kah- 
kihe  gab,  (the  Child  chief)  to  major  Bejtjamin  O’ 
Fallow,  agent  for  Indian  ail'airs  on  the  Missouri,  at 
Port  Atkinson,  on  the  lOlh  June,  1821,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Pawnee  Loups,  plundering  and  insult- 
ing some  Americans  on  the  Arkansas  river; 

My  father — I have  come,  accompanied  by  the 
chief  of  the  Republics  and  a few  Biaves,  uninvited, 
to  see  you.  Before  I left  my  village,  I was  not  cer- 
tain that  I should  see  you,  but  the  interest  of  my 
nation  and  my  feelings  urged  me  to  depart;  on  my 
way  to  this  place,  I was  constantly  uneasy,  lest  I 


should  not  see  you,  and  be  obliged  to  return  disap- 
pointed to  my  village;  but  God  is  kind,  he  enables 
me  to  see  you,  and  my  heart  rejoices. 

1 did  not  leave  my  village  in  the  dark,  but  with 
the  knowledge  of  my  people,  and  after  having  con- 
sulted my  cliiefs  and  warriors. 

My  father — I come  to  tell  you  trutli,  but  it  w’ill 
be  unpleasant  to  your  ears;  apart  of  my  nation,  the 
Pawnee  Loups,  have  shut  their  ears  against  your 
words,  and  plundered,  insulted,  and  perhaps  killed 
your  people.  A few  nights  since  they  came  to  my 
village  three  times,  with  two  of  your  medals,  two 
flags  and  a quantity  of  goods,  to  dance  the  calumet, 
(make  presents),  and  triumph  at  the  expense  of  the 
whites  wliom  they  plundered.  My  heart  was  wa- 
vering; three  times  it  was  divided,  but  the  recol- 
lection  of  your  words,  and  my  promise  to  you  when 
you  first  visited  my  nation,  induced  me  to  send 
them  off,  preferring  to  go  naked,  sooner  than  to 
accept  of  clothing  or  any  thing  which  had  been 
stolen  or  taken  forcibly  from  the  whites. 

My  father— I come  to  tell  you  truth,  and  as  red 
skins  seldom  tell  the  truth,  I am  in  hopes  you  will 
listen  with  more  attention  to  what  I am  going  to 
say— before  you  came  to  this  land,  we  had  but  a 
short  acquaintance  with  your  people;  we  looked 
upon  them  as  the  most  favored,  but  the  weakliest 
children  of  the  Great  Spirit;  and  as  those  who  first 
came  amongst  us,  quarrelled  about  our  skins  as 
hungry  dogs  over  a naked  bone,  we  were  in  the  ha- 
bit of  treating  them  as  dogs — yes,  my  father,  until 
you  come  among  us,  we  considered  ourselves  to  be 
the  first  nation  on  the  earth;  we  had  always  appear- 
ed so  conspicuous  as  almost  to  obscure  the  other 
nations  around  us,  but  when  you  came  to  this  land 
followed  by  so  many  war  chiefs  and  soldiers,  whose 
glistening  arms  appeared  like  a long  tailed  fiery 
son  of  heaven,  I almost  shrunk  within  myself ; I 
thought  1 discovered  my  mistake,  and,  consulting 
the  .safety  of  my  people,  1 opened  my  ears  to  your 
words,  and  became  an  American,  and  since  I have 
been  an  American,  my  influence  with  my  nation 
weakens,  as  you  hesitate  to  punish  every  insult  of- 
fered your  people. 

Before  you  came  here,  one  band  of  my  nation, 
(Republics),  to  which  this  chief  belongs,  were  in 
the  habit  of  ill-treating  the  whites,  robbing  and 
spilling  their  blood  with  impunity;  but,  after  you 
came  here,  you  visited  their  village,  they  cried  for 
peace,  and  you  discovered  such  a favorable  change 
that  you  drew  a veil  over  the  past,  which  pleased 
me  much,  because  I was  in  hopes  that  a period  was 
put  to  our  difficulties  with  the  whites;  I was  in 
hopes  that  we  would  keep  our  eyes  and  ears  open, 
to  promote  the  peace  and  quietness  of  each  other, 
but  I have  been  most  egregiously  disappointed.  1 
cannot  express  my  disappointment  at  the  conduct 
of  the  Pawnee  Loups,  who,  when  )'ou  reproached  us 
for  our  cruelty  to  the  whites,  exultingly  boasted  of 
never  having  wronged  them,  have  now  went,  and 
not  only  plundered  and  insulted  them,  but,  1 be- 
lieve, spilt  their  blood. 

My  father — 1 believe  that  I can  see  farther  than 
most  of  red  skins;  hence  I see  that  your  forbear- 
ance will  increase  the  tears  of  the  good,  and  the 
wickedness  of  the  wicked;  hence  1 see,  my  father, 
that  our  union  is  to  be  disturbed,  and  our  trade  and 
intercourse  with  you  be  interrupted;  hence  I see 
that  a period  is  to  be  put  to  the  peace  and  prospe- 
rity  of  my  mighty  nation,  a nation  tliat  has  tri- 
umphed over  every  thing  between  this  and  the  set- 
ting sun.  I feel  for  my  nation;  and,  since  I have 
left  my  village,  forbearance  will  induce  some  of  my 
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young  men  to  follow  the  example  of  the  Loops,  and 
that  they  will  ultimately  suffer. 

My  /f/Mer— Since  I refused  to  permit  them  to 
dance  the  calumet  in  my  villsge,  they  have  been 
abusing  both  you  and  me;  1 felt  myself  so  much  in- 
jured that  I could  not  forbear  coming  to  see  you, 
in  hopes  of  being  redressed.  When  I threatened 
them  with  you,  tney  laughed  and  say  it  is  not  true; 
meaning,  that  they  have  heard  the  lliunder  of  hea- 
ven,  until  they  are  no  longer  afraid  of  it.  If  you 
do  not  make  an  example  of  the  Loups,  1 fear  it  will 
be  impossible  for  me  to  restrain  some  of  my  young 
men,  who  are  constantly  mingling  with  them;  the 
chiefs  of  the  Loup.s,  and  some  of  their  leading  men, 
are  disposed  to  listen  to  your  words.  They  wish 
to  hold  you  fast  by  the  hand,  but,  unfortunately,  the 
chiefs  of  the  red  skins  are  not  like  yours;  they  can 
punish  their  young  men  when  they  please.  With 
their  tongues,  and  by  example,  they  endeavor  to  go- 
vern their  people;  and  with  their  arms  they  endea- 
vor to  punish  their  enemies.  1 do  not  wish  you  to 
destroy  the  Loups,  because  they  have  some  of  my 
blood;  but  it  becomes  you,  if  you  consult  the  in- 
terest of  your  peo[)le,  my  interest,  and  the  interest 
of  the  land,  to  se.i  I some  of  your  warriors  against 
the  Loups,  not  to  destroy,  but  to  make  them  atone 
for  what  they  have  done,  which  will  induce  them 
to  listen  to  \ our  words,  the  words  of  their  chief, 
and  respect  your  people. 

My  father— \ have  listened  attentively  to  what 
you  have  said,  and  1 believe  it  to  be  all  true;  when 
1 return  I will  recount  it  to  my  people,  word  for 
word,  as  it  come  from  your  mouth.  I will  then  go 
to  the  Loups,  and  tell  them  what  you  have  told  me 
to  tell  them,  and  then  I will  return  to  my  band,  and, 
with  the  grand  chief,  (Long  Hair,)  who  is  my  bro- 
ther, govern  it  as  well  as  it  is  possible  for  red  skins 
to  do  under  similar  circumstances. 

My  father — Since  I first  heard  your  words,  I have 
alwavs  been  thinking  of  you;  you  appear  lo  be  al- 
ways  before  me;  whatever  bad  thoughts  enter  my 
head,  and  I Kay  down  to  sleep,  you  visit  me  in  my 
dreams,  and  you  chace  them  from  me;  what  a pity 
it  is  that  red  skirts  have  suclj  treacherous  memo- 
ries. When  they  come  to  see  you,  they  appear  to 
be  all  attention,  their  ears  burst  open  to  hear  all 
you  have  to  say,  but  when  they  get  out  of  your 
sight,  like  a dream  they  recollect  the  past. 

'My  father— \ am  afraid  of  you,  so  are  all  red 
skins  who  have  seen  you;  if  they  say  not,  they  lie. 
Those  who  act  wrong,  are  still  afraid  of  you,  but 
unfortunately  they  fear  you  as  a spirit,  not  as  a host. 
1 have  been  told  that  the  great  American  chief 
restrains  those  warriors,  and  that  you,  altho’  a great 
chief,  have  not  the  control  of  them.  If  it  be  true, 
my  e)  es  liave  not  deceived  me;  I have  often  thought 
that  if  you  could  wield  the  destiny  of  nations,  no 
wind  coming  over  the  neglected  bones  of  your 
murdered  countrymen  would  disturb  your  ears  with 
their  cries  for  revenge.  It  is  the  spirit  of  your  ne- 
glected dead,  seeking  for  revenge,  which  encoura- 
ges the  thoughtless  red  skins  to  follow  up  the  blow, 
in  hopes  to  exhaust  your  patience,  and  hasten  the 
approach  of  the  day  of  retribution. 

My  father— \ have  listened  to  your  words,  and 
have  sense  enough  to  kno’.y  your  good  intent;  but 
to  give  peace  and  happiness  to  this  land,  you  must 
appease  the  spirits  of  the  dead.  They  sleep  by 
day,  but  they  are  constantly  flying  on  the  mist  of 
night,  to  disturb  ami  arouse  the  slumberous  warrior 
from  his  bed;  how  long  the  present  state  of  things 
will  exist,  remains  for  you  to  say;  I am  a red  skin, 
and  have  not  foresight  enough  to  teTK 
Su3>.  TO  Yon.  — V. 


My  father—  I begin  to  fatigue  your  ear.-.  I atn 
.almost  done.  I am  a man  of  but  few  words,  but  my 
feelings  have  been  strong  on  this  occasion;  and 
have  perhaps  carried  me  farther  than  usual.  I am 
going  to  return;  you  may  expect  to  see  me  at  the 
time  proposed,  accompanied  by  the  chiefs  and 
principal  men  of  my  nation.  I wish  you  to  recollect 
that  1 only  aspire  to  be  your  friend,  and  wish  to  live 
in  your  estimation. 


Domestic  Slavery. 

HOUSE  OF  RFJPRESEXTATIVES,  MARCH  ‘27,  1822. 

In  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  proviefe 
for  the  delivering  up  of  persons  held  to  labor  Stc. 
^Ir.  Golden’s  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  being  under  consideration — 

M.  CoLUEN  said  he  had  not  come  to  the  subject 
with  so  much  preparation  a.s  he  could  have  wisiicd. 
lie  had  not  expected  that  the  bill  would  have  been 
«akenup  at  this  time.  In  order  to  remove  any  im- 
pression that  he  was  influenced  by  prejudices  and 
misguided  sympathies,  he  begged  leave  to  state, 
that  he  wished  to  go  no  further  on  Ihi.s  subfect  than 
the  constitution  would  permit  him.  He  would  go 
further.  He  did  not  believe  that  universal  emanci- 
pation in  this  country  was  possible.  Would  to  God 
it  was.  Before  he  could  determine  whether  the  bill 
ought  to  pass,  it  was  necessary  to  inquire  whether  it 
was  reasonable  for  the  holders  of  this  species  of  pro- 
perty to  a«*k  for  any  remedy  beyond  what  was  pro- 
vided by  the  law  of  1 793.  Where  was  the  man  who 
could  ask  a legislature  lo  go  further  than  that  law 
did — when  a person,  who  is  under  an  obligation  to 
render  service  and  labor  to  another,  no  matter  whe- 
ther white  or  black,  may  be  seized  without  any  war- 
rant and  dragged  before  a magistrate.  Sir,  as  exten- 
sive as  were  the  powers  given  by  this  law,  what  was 
the  practice  under  it?  Negroes  under  color  of  this 
law  have  been  seized  and  dragged  before  some  ma- 
gistrate, fit  for  the  purpose,  in  some  remote  corner? 
a certificate  has  been  made  out,  and  the  '^retches, 
manacled,  are  carried  and  sold  to  the  West  Indies. 
The  law  has  been  made  the  means  of  supplying  the 
market  with  slaves.  This  was  not  mere  fiction.— 
In  the  city  which  he,  in  part,  represented,  from  a 
public  street,  a man,  with  a family,  a respectable 
man,  differing  in  nothing  from  the  other  citizens, 
except  that  his  color  was  a little  dark,  has  been 
seized,  and,  under  color  of  this  law,  sold  to  a distant 
part  of  this  union  for  a slave,  till,  at  length,  humani- 
ty restored  him  to  wnat  was  his  country.  Bui  let 
me  examine  further  the  existing  law  on  this  subject. 
Any  person  claiming  a right  to  the  labor  aud  ser- 
vice of  one  who  has  escaped  into  another  state^ 
can,  without  any  warrant,  lay  his  hands  on  him,  and 
carry  him  before  a magistrate,  and,  upon  proof  tothtS; 
satisfaction  of  such  magistrate,  either  by  oral  testi- 
mony or  affidavit  taken  before  a magistrate  of  the 
state  from  whence  the  fugitive  is  alleged  lO  have 
escaped,  a certificate  is  to  be  granted,  which  is  ic 
sufficient  warrant  tor  removing  the  said  fugitive 
from  labor,  to  the  state  or  territory  w'bence  he  or 
she  has  fled.  And  is  not  this  enough?  'I’ne  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  thinks  not.  He  will  please 
to  recollect  that  no  distinction  is  made  in  the  pro- 
visions with  respect  to  color.  Let  me  put  a case) 
I do  imagine,  sir,  that  an  indivuluil,  from  a remote 
part  of  the  United  States,  comes  with  a c'^rtjficate 
^Vom  a magistrate,  that  1 am  bound  to  his  service 
for  a certain  number  of  years;  suppose  that  the 
requisite  evidence  and  certificate  is  obtained  ia 
some  obscure  corner  of  the  swte  where  I reitde:' 
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What  prevents  my  being  carried  through  the  union 
fettered  and  manacled  like  a slave.  And,  afer  this 
has  been  done,  what  is  my  remedy?  Why  the 
scoundrels  who  have  done  it  incur  a penalty  of  five 
thousand  dollars!  And  is  the  value  of  liberty  in 
this  country  to  be  estimated  at  five  thousand  dol- 
lars? Are  we  about  setting  a price  upon  libertv? 
Sir,  is  this  to  be  endured.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  thinks  that  any  evil  which  may  arise,  from 
entrusting  the  execution  of  this  law  to  enferior  ma- 
gisirates,  may  be  prevented  by  the  states  passing 
a law  prohibiting  these  magistrates  from  carrying 
the  law  into  execu'ion.  But  they  must  first  re- 
model their  courts  of  justice;  and  is  it  reasonable  to 
subject  them  to  all  this  inconvenience? 

Mr.  Wright  said  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  appeared  not  to  have  read  the  bill.  He  hope  ' 
be  would  do  himself  the  justice  to  read  it.  He 
would  find  all  his  important  objections  vanish 
We  have  gone  further  than  the  constitution  re 
quires  us.  The  constitution  declares  that  fugitive 
slaves  shall  be  delivered  up,  upon  claim  of  the 
party  entitled  to  his  labor  and  service.  But  the 
bill  requires  the  party  to  produce  proof  before  he 
can  make  his  claim.  He  appreciated  the  sincerity 
of  those  who  were  anxious  to  become  the  guardians 
and  protectors  of  the  negroes.  Their  affection  of 
piety  did  not  deceive  him.  He  had  heard  of  a roan 
who  Was  so  pious  that  he  stole  a bible.  Gentlemen 
at  the  north  were  mistaken  about  the  manner  in 
which  slaves  w'ere  treated.  He  wished  they  could 
be  present  at  the  meeting  between  him  and  his 
Pegroes,  when  he  should  return  home.  We  keep 
them  belter— they  are  fed  belter  than  the  peasan- 
try at  the  north.  In  Md.  we  sell  nothing  we  need; 
but  the  Dutch  eat  nothing  that  they  can  sell.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  has  told  us  a frightful 
story  about  a negro  being  seized,  manacled,  sold 
to  distant  slavery.  He  did  not  know  whether  such 
things  might  not  be  done  at  New  York.  But  he 
knew  that  if  any  person  should  attempt  to  do  such 
a thing  in  Maryland  he  would  raise  a hornet’s  nest 
about  him.  The  gentleman  thinks  the  present  law 
affords  all  reasonable  security  to  slave  holders. 
Why,  that  law  has  served  little  else  than  to  encou- 
rage kidnapping.  He  bad  known  many  a villain  in- 
stigate a negro  to  run  away  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  a reward  for  bringing  him  back.  Mr.  W. 
thought  the  bill  placed  sufficient  guards  against  the 
abuse  of  the  powers  which  it  proposed  to  confer. 
The  person  claiming  a fugitive  slave  was  required, 
before  he  went  in  pursuit  of  him,  to  give  a bond 
conditioned  to  bring  such  slave  before  the  justices 
to  whom  application  had  been  made  for  a certificate. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  (.Mr. 
Golden),  pays  us  a very  poor  compliment  to  sup- 
pose wc  would  treat  as  slaves  persons  who  are 
not  slaves.  If  he  thinks  there  will  be  one  case  of 
abuse  under  this  law,  let  him  use  his  ingenuity  to 
make  the  bill  better.  Let  him  guard  it  in  every 
possible  way.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  do  not  kid- 
nap. We  often  set  slaves  at  liberty.  I have  manu- 
mitted a great  many  myself.  If  the  gentleman 
knew  how  we  treat  them,  he  would  not  have  made 
' e remarks  nor  the  motion.  Would  he  have  them 
manumitted?  That,  sir,  would  be  dangerous  to 
country  and  not  at  all  beneficial  to  them, 
knovyn  those,  who  were  fine  fellows  while 
"e  s j'aves,  as  soon  as  they  were  free,  become 
ibo'tnmable  villains  and  end  their  crimes 
ow/s  or  in  the  penitentiary.  The  con 
ac.\^res  to  us  the  services  of  these  per 
»,oC  say  slaves;  for  the  feeling  of  the 
lofious  instrument  W9uld  not  suf- 


fer them  to  use  such  a word  ou  account  of  its  anti- 
con.tieniality— its  incongeniality  to  the  idea  of  a 
consti.ution  for  freemen.  It  says  “persons  held  to 
service  or  labor.”  This  bill  goes  further.  It  is 
more  particular  and  explicit  than  the  constitution 
or  former  law.  According  to  that  we  can  go  any 
where  after  slaves  and  catch  them  where  we  can. 
What  has  been  the  consequence?  People  have 
been  killed  in  redeeming  their  property.  In  New 
Jersey,  sir,  most  disgraceful  scenes  have  taken 
place,  and  I hope  her  representatives  will  do  some- 
thing now  to  blot  out  this  stain  upon  the  character 
of  that  respectable  slate.  How  do  those  who  keep 
these  slaves  from  their  owners  treat  them?  Sir, 
they  keep  them  hard  at  work;  and  if  they  com- 
plain  or  flinch,  they  threaten  to  send  them  back  to 
their  masters,  where  in  fact  they  are  better  cloth- 
ed and  fed.  How  can  the  provisions  of  this  bill  be 
more  just?  If  any  person  should  be  unlawfully 
seized,  he  wlllhave  trial  and  redress,  from  theperson 
claiming  and  arresting  him,  before  a court.  He 
will  never  want  for  able  and  zealous  counsel  to 
argue  his  case  in  Maryland.— I know  the  enthusi- 
asm of  the  young  bar  there  to  defend  the  oppressed. 
I was  myself  counsel  to  an  abolition  society:  and 
I can  assure  the  gentleman  from  New  York  that 
he  will  not  find  any  where  more  readiness  to  protect 
the  injured  than  there  is  in  Maryland. — Mr.  Chair- 
man, I hope  some  means  will  be  provided  to  arrest 
fugitive  slaves  without  danger  to  their  owners. 
Two  gentlemen  from  Baltimore  went  after  a negro 
whom  they  seized  and  identified;  but,  in  bringing 
liim  away,  they  were  seized  upon  and  slain,  and  the 
slave  set  at  liberty.  I ask  for  the  protection  of 
the  constitution.  We  have  a right  to  our  slaves, 
whether  we  treat  them  well  or  not:  but  we  do  treat 
them  well — it  is  for  our  interest  to  treat  them  well. 
Wliy  do  those  quakers  take  such  care  to  keep  their 
horses  well,  (for  I never  saw  a quaker  have  a poop 
horse)— why,  Mr.  Chairman,  do  they  keep  their 
horses  fat?  Because  they  are  more  able  to  work. — 
For  the  same  reason  we  keep  our  slaves  well,  and 
so  will  every  man  who  knows  his  own  interest.  1 
do  hope  that  the  gentleman  will  assist  us  by  his  in- 
genuity to  perfect  tlie  bill  so  as  to  put  a stop  to 
these  unpleasant  occurrences. 

Mr.  JVdsony  of  Virginia.  1 am  really  surprised 
at  the  wai  inth  with  wiiick  gentlemen  opposed  this 
bill.  When  I see  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
who  usually  speaks  and  acts  in  so  calm  and  tempe- 
rate a manner,  delivering  himself  in  this  vehement 
and  impassioned  language,  I give  up  all  hope  of  a 
candid  and  fair  discussion  of  the  bill  before  you.  He 
seems  on  this  occasion  to  be  not  less  excited  than 
my  ardent  friend  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Wright.  1 
regret  that  a course  should  be  pursued  which  will 
revive,  upon  a smaller  scale,  the  question  which 
has  heretofore  fearfully  agitated  this  house  and  this 
nation.  The  gentleman  speaks  of  chains,  racks  and 
tortures,  in  discussing  a bill  whose  object  is  to 
restore  harmony,  and  to  remove  the  causes  of  dis- 
sention.  Let  us  discard  these  feelings;  I call  upon 
this  house  to  discard  them.  Let  us  go  peaceably 
and  deliberately  to  work  to  provide  for  the  recovery 
of  our  property  without  the  violation  of  the  law. 
What  does  this  bill  propose?  That  the  officer  of 
the  state  where  the  fugitive  is  found  shall  arrest 
him;  that  he  shall  be  brought  before  a judicial  tri- 
bunal; and  the  question  of  identity  there  settled. 
Is  the  old  law  better  than  this?  Is  anarchy  better 
than  government?  Is  it  better  to  have  a civil  war, 
for  I shall  not  go  further  than  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  if  I say  civil  war),  than  to  have  an  or- 
derly and  peaceable  mode  of  enforcing  the  rights 
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which  we  have  under  the  constitution?  If  confu- 
sion, anarchy  and  civil  war  be  better  than  peace, 
then  gentlemen  are  justified  in  refusing  any  further 
protection  to  our  right  in  the  labor  of  persons 
bound  to  our  service. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ohio.  This  is  a bill  calculated 
to  electrify  the  feelings  of  this  houseand  the  nation. 
It  revives  the  question  of  personal  liberty;  I shall 
endcnvor  to  be  cooler  than  the  gentleman  from  Va. 
who  has  just  set  down.  1 will  call  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  this  bill  and  to  the  constitution.  If 
they  agree,  then  I must  own  that  I do  not  know 
either  of  them.  I have  not,  till  today,  examined 
the  bill,  and  perhaps  other  gentlemen  are  in  the 
same  predicament.  I am  sorry  the  bill  was  laid  on 
the  table  this  session.  It  is  calculated  to  excite 
afresh  those  angry  feelings  which  are  hardly  yet 
subsided.  This  bill  gives  power  to  seize  persons 
upon  the  testimony  of  a single  witness,  and  upon  the 
warrant  of  a justice  of  t’ne  peace,  who  may  be  as 
corrupt  a scoundrel  as  exists  There  is  no  chance 
for  bringing  an  action  for  redress  upon  the  spot 
where  the  outrage  is  committed.  This  comes  very 
near  a suspension  of  habeas  corpus. 

Mr.  t\  Jo/msoUy  of  Ky.  moved  that  the  committee 
rise. 

Mr.  JVoodcoefe,  of  N Y.  would  vote  for  the  bill  if 
properly  amended,  but  in  its  present  shape  should 
vote  to  strike  out  the  fi.st  section.  He  hoped  the 
committee  would  rise  to  give  the  friends  of  the  bill 
an  opportunity  to  amend,  so  that  the  principle 
might  be  fairly  tested.  Several  voices,  “try  the 
principle.” 

Mr.  Johnson  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Golden  concurred  in  the  sentiments  of  his 
colleague,  .Mr.  Woodcock. 

Mr.  IVoodcoch  moved  to  rise,  and  the  motion 
was  carried — ayes  61,  noes  40.  The  committee  had 
leave  to  sit  again — Ayes  77. 


Internal  Improvement. 

The  following  communication  from  Co7idy  Ra- 
guet,  esq.  v/as  addressed  to  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce of  Philadelphia,  and  published  by  their  re- 
quest, as  a document  containing  important  infor- 
mation to  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  and  highly 
honorable  to  the  patriotism,  intelligence  and  good 
sense  of  the  author. 

Steubenville,  Ohio  Sept.  5,1821. 

Sin — In  making  a communication  which  may, 
perhaps,  be  interesting  to  the  merchants  of  Phila- 
delphia, I know  not  to  whom  I can  with  more  pro- 
priety address  myself,  than  to  the  president  of  the 
chamber  of  commerce.  During  a short  visit  to  this 
country,  to  which  1 was  led  by  business,  I have 
devoted  some  attention  to  the  trade  of  the  western 
states,  particularly  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  the 
influence  which  the  completion  of  the  JVev}  York 
grand  canal  would  have  upon  those  portions  of  them 
which  border  on  the  lakes.  The  result  of  my  ob- 
servations has  been  a conviction,  that  the  impor- 
tance of  this  great  work  not  merely  to  New  York,  but 
even  to  Philadelphia,  and  other  cities,  is  not  duly  ap- 
preciated by  the  great  body  of  citizens  who  are  ul- 
timately to  be  benefited  by  it,  and  I have  thought 
that  some  information  upon  the  subject,  derived 
from  personal  observation  and  from  conversations 
with  intelligent  men,  might  be  acceptable  to  those, 
who,  during  the  last  session  of  our  legislature,  mani 
tested  so  laudable  ft  zeal  for  the  internal  improve- 
?nent  of  the  state. 


The  canal  inquesetion,  when  completed,  will  ex- 
tend from  the  Hudson  river,  near  Albany,  to  Buf- 
falo, at  the  northeastern  extremity  of  lake  Erie,  a 
distance  of  about  350  miles,  and  will  thus  open  a 
cheap  water  communication  between  New  York 
and  those  immense  tracts  of  country  which  border 
upon  the  great  lakes  Erie,  Huron,  Michigan  and 
Superior,  or  which  are  watered  by  the  numerous 
river.s  which  flow  into  them.  The  country  also 
bordering  on  lake  Ontario,  by  means  of  an  incon- 
siderable portage,  will  also  be  connected  with  the 
canal,  and  even  a portion  of  those  states,  whose 
natural  outlet  has  hitherto  been  the  Ohio  river,  will, 
by  means  of  canals  and  locks  on  their  improvable 
•Streams,  find  New  York  to  be  their  most  profitable 
market. 

Without,  however,  extending  our  views  too  far 
into  futurity,  and  anticipating  things  which  cannot 
exist  until  population  and  improvement  shall  have 
rendered  productive  the  vast  regions  of  which  we 
have  spoken,  let  us  confine  our  remarks  to  those 
events  which  may  be  looked  for  within  a short 
period  of  time.  It  is  ascertained,  beyond  a doubt, 
that,  by  the  canal,  tlie  expense  of  transportation 
from  Cleaveland,  in  Ohio,  which  is  200  miles  west 
of  B.iffalo,  to  the  city  of  New  York,  will  not  exceed 
one  dollar  per  barrel,  and  intelligent  persons  at  Erie, 
are  of  opinion  that,  frOm  that  place,  it  will  not  be 
more  thun  fifty  cerits.  One  half  of  a cent  per  pound 
may,  therefore,  be  considered  as  the  maximum  of 
freight  between  New  York  and  any  point  on  the 
shore  of  lake  Erie,  and  thus  will  that  country  be 
placed  upon  a footing,  as  to  the  expense  of  carriage 
to  market,  with  those  counties  which  are  situated  at 
the  distance  of  one  hundred  miles  from  Philadel- 
phia. The  whole  population  on  the  lake,  between 
Cleaveland  and  the  town  of  Erie,  and  of  the  western 
counties  of  Pennsylvania,  which  are  immediately 
interested,  are  literally  alive  to  the  subject,  and 
foresee,  in  the  completion  of  the  canal,  an  accession 
to  their  wealth  and  population,  such  as  they  have 
not  before  witnessed, 

But  it  is  not  merely  those  who  reside  on  the  very 
borders  of  the  lakes  that  are  to  be  benefited  by  the 
canal.  If  a sure  market  for  the  produce  of  the 
country  is  opened  atlheprincipal  towns  on  the  lakes, 
at  the  jCew  York  prices,  less  the  expense  of  transporta- 
tion, and  a moderate  profit,  which  will  assuredly  be 
the  case,  its  influence  will  be  extended  for  a hun- 
dred miles  and  more  into  the  interior.  Turnpike 
roads,  which  can  be  made  cheaply  in  this  country, 
will  extend  themselves  like  arteries  from  the  lakes, 
and  some  of  the  improvements  in  inland  navigation, 
which  are  already  attracting  the  attention  of  the 
people  of  Ohio,  will  be  commenced. 

An  excellent  turnpike  has  already  been  complet- 
ed in  this  state,  of  upwards  of  forty  miles  in  length, 
extending  from  Warren  to  the  mouth  of  Ashtabula 
river;  and  between  Cleaveland  and  the  river  Ohio, 
the  Cayahoga,  which  empties  itself  at  the  former 
place,  could  be  connected  by  a canal  of  8 or  10  miles 
in  length  with  the  Tuscarawas,  the  main  branch  of 
the  Muskingum.  By  these  artificial  aids,  transpor- 
tation to  the  lake  will  be  effected,  even  by  land,  at 
the  rate  of  half  a cent  per  poufid  for  100  miles,  and 
although  this  charge  might  amount  to  a prohibition 
upon  some  of  the  rude  products  of  agriculture,  yet 
there  are  others  which  would  bear  a land  carriage 
of  double  the  distance.  Flour,  salted  beef  and  pork, 
nams,  bacon,  batter,  lard,  cheese,  pot  and  pearl 
.tshes,  flax,  linseed  oil,  whiskey,  clover  seed,  deer 
-kins,  tallow,  honey  and  mapel  sugar,  would  be  ex- 
ported  in  great  abundance,  and  in  return  therefpr, 
an  immense  market  would  be  opened  Ibr  coarse 
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salt,  salted  shad,  mackarel,  and  other  fish,  queen’s 
ware,  iron,  nails,  lead,  shot,  fish  oil,  paints  of  all 
kinds,  rice,  mahogany,  burr  mill  stones,  saltpetre, 
and  the  unlimited  variety  of  foreign  commodities 
and  domestic  manufactures,  which  usually  make 
up  the  assortment  of  a country  store.  1 have  spe- 
cified the  foregoing  articles,  because,  from  their 
bulky  nature,  they  are  those  of  which  the  consump- 
tion is  chiefly  affected  by  a low  rate  of  transporta- 
tion.  There  are  some  of  domestic,  and  many  of 
foreign  origin,  which  have  always  borne  the  expense 
of  land  transportation.  Wool,  bees-wax,  feathers, 
ginseng,  tow  and  linen  cloth,  and  furs,  are  amongst 
the  former — Dry  goods,  hardware,  fancy  articles, 
and  certain  groceries,  amongst  the  latter;  but  in 
proportion  as  the  means  of  exchanging  one  for  the 
other  are  afforded,  will  a greater  quantity  of  the 
one  be  produced  and  a greater  quantity  of  the  other 
be  consumed,  so  that  twice  or  thrice,  or  ten  times 
the  amount  of  goods  may  be  sold  to  certain  parts 
of  the  country,  than  there  used  to  be,  when  a small 
part  only  of  their  productions  could  be  sent  to  mar- 
ket. In  fac',  there  are  no  limits  to  the  commer- 
cial demands  of  a trading  people  but  what  are 
precribed  by  their  own  inability  to  purchase,  and 
just  in  the  degree  that  the  cheapness  of  transpor- 
tation  multiplies  their  saleable  products,  will  their 
trade  be  extended. 

New  Orleans,  as  you  know,  has  heretofore  been 
considered  the  natural  market  of  the  western  coun- 
try. It  must,  no  doubt,  ever  continue  to  be  so  for 
a great  portion  of  its  products;  but  the  great  gluts 
to  which  it  is  liable  at  a season  of  the  year  when 
produce  perishes  by  keeping,  renders  a choice  of 
two  markets  an  object  highly  desirable  for  all 
those  who  are  so  situated  as  to  be  able  to  cont- 
mand  it.  By  casting  your  eye  upon  the  map, 
you  will  preceive  that  the  upper  parts  of  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  and  the  whole  territory  of  Michigan, 
must  look  to  the  lakes,  and  even  the  inhabitants  of 
their  middle  sections,  may  find  it  to  their  interest 
to  open  communications  with  those  great  waters, 
through  their  numerous  rivers.  The  head  waters 
of  the  Scioto  and  Miama  rivers  are  not  distant  from 
others  which  empty  into  lake  Erie,  and  it  may  rea- 
sonably be  expected  that  a connection  between  some 
of  them  will  be  opened  before  many  years.  The 
project  of  cutting  an  entire  canal  from  Sandusky 
bay,  south,  to  the  Ohio  river,  which  is  not  200  miles 
distant,  is  a favorite  one  with  many  of  the  citizens 
of  this  state.  There  is  not  an  interve7iing  hill,  it  is 
said,  and  abundance  of  water  could  be  derived  from 
the  Scioto  and  Sandusky  rivers,  as  feeders.  Such 
a work  would  at  once  open  to  the  New  York  market, 
the  whole  of  the  fertile  state  of  Ohio,  which  already 
contains  a population  of  more  than  half  a miliion  of 
souls;  but  It  IS  an  undertaking  to  which  the  wealth 
of  the  country  is  not  adequate.  The  subject  also 
of  connecting  lake  Erie  with  Le  Boeuf  and  French 
creeks,  by  a canal  of  fifteen  miles  in  length,  to  be 
constructed  between  the  towns  of  Erie  and  Water- 
ford, is  now  agitated  in  the  western  part  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and,  if  the  measure  be  as  practicable  as  it 
is  represented,  there  can  be  nothing  to  retard  its 
execution. 

The  country  through  which  the  grand  canal 
passes,  is  said  tube  thickly  settled,  as  is  also  a great 
portion  of  those  parts  of  New  York  which  are  ad- 
jacent to  the  lakes  of  Ontario  and  Erie.  The  north- 
western  corner  of  Pennsylvania  is  not  very  densely 
peopled,  but  is  gaining  population  every  day,  with 
|he  improvement  of  the  roads,  which  are  going  on 
there  pretty  rapidly.  Ohio  contains  on  the  lake 
shore,  and  for  40  or  50  miles  south  of  it,  within 


the  bounds  of  The  Connecticut  Jleserve,  an  ex- 
tensive and  industrious  population,  chiefly  compos- 
ed of  emigrants  from  Connect  er' t,  who  have  given 
to  some  part  of  this  tract,  in  twenty  years,  an  ap- 
pearance which  would  do  honor  to  a country  of 
double  its  age.  To  the  westward  of  this  reserve, 
comprising  the  northwest  quarter  of  Ohio,  is  an  ex- 
tensive body  of  public  lands,  which  have  not  yet 
been  sold,  as  the  Indian  title  was  only  exvir  guished 
so  lately  as  the  year  lbl8.  This  Purchase,  the 
name  by  which  it  is  known,  including  within  its 
limits  the  rivers  Sandusky  and  Miama  of  the  lakes, 
is  represented  to  contain  a body  of  lands  of  the 
first  quality,  and,  as  it  will  soon  be  in  the  m.irket, 
is  already  attracting  the  attention  of  emigrants,  as 
holding  out  stronger  inducements  to  settlers  than 
are  presented  at  any  place,  to  which  New  Orleans 
is  the  only  accessible  market.  The  facilities  to 
emigration,  which  will  be  afforded  by  the  New 
York  canal,  cannot  fail  to  people  the  lake  country 
in  a most  rapid  manner;  for,  although  the  soil  in 
general  is  not  as  rich  as  that  which  is  to  be  found  in 
a more  southern  latitude,  yet  the  produce  of  an 
acre  will  command  more  of  those  comforts  of  life, 
which  must  be  brought  from  a distance,  and  which 
constitute  the  chiefincitement  to  industry.  I men- 
tion these  things  to  show,  that,  as  soon  as  the  canal 
is  finished  there  will  be  an  immense  trade  ready  to 
pour  in  upon  New  York,  and  that  every  succeeding 
year  will  witness  its  extension. 

Having  thus  endeavored  to  point  out  the  impor- 
tance ofthis  great  chain  of  water  communication  to 
our  sister  city,  the  next  question  which  presents  i’xelf 
is,  cannot  Philadelphia  become  a partaker  with  her 
in  these  great  benefits,  and  thus  derive,  from  the  ex- 
ertions of  New  York,  advantages  little  inferior  to 
those  which  will  be  enjoyed  by  her  own  citizens.? 

I answer  in  the  affirmative,  and  that  the  evident 
course  to  be  pursued  by  our  capitalists,  is  to  con- 
tinue the  grand  canal  from  the  city  of  JVeio  York, 
across  the  state  of  Jersey,  and  thus  connect  the  Hud- 
son with  the  Delaware.  This  measure  has  been  fre- 
quently spoken  of,  independent  of  its  connection 
with  the  grand  canal,  as  one  calculated  to  promote 
the  prosperity  of  the  two  cities,  and  a law  incor- 
porating a company  for  the  purpose  has  been  al- 
ready enacted  by  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey. 
By  such  a canal,  New  York  and  Philadelphia  would 
be  brought  so  near  to  each  other  as  to  constitute 
but  one  market,  and  traders  from  the  lakes  and 
elsewhere,  would  have  no  inducement  to  give  any 
preference  to  one  city  over  the  other,  except  that 
which  should  be  dictated  by  the  mercantile  maxim 
of  selling  where  they  could  get  the  highest  price,  and 
of  buying  where  they  could  do  it  cheapest.  If  New 
York,  from  the  extent  of  her  capital,  from  the  econo- 
my of  her  navigation,  or  from  the  advantage  of  her 
local  position,  should  be  able  to  deal  upon  better 
terms,  she  would  undoubtedly  monopolize  the  trade;^ 
but  this  never  cun  be  the  case,  for  the  cheapness  of 
trausporlaliop,  which  could  hardly  exceed  five  or 
ten  cents  per  hundred,  would  produce  such  an 
equalization  of  price,  that  the  difference  between 
the  two  citie%, would,  at  no  time,  be  greater  than 
what  is  oftentimes  found  between  the  stores  of  two 
merchants  in  the  same  city. 

But  there  is  another  circumstance  w'hich  would 
operate  in  favor  of  PiiilaJelphia,  by  the  construction 
of  the  Jersey  canal.  Owing  to  the  ice,  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  grand  canal  will  be  wholly  interrupted^ 
between  the  middle  of  December  and  the  first  of 
May,  as  I am  informed,  and  possibly  that  of  lake 
Erie  a little  longer.  A great  portion  of  the  spring 
supplies  of  foreign  goods  must  be  sent  out  in  Marc^ 
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an  'i  April,  and  land  carriage  mu<>t  be  resorted  to. 
This  indeed  vnll  always  be  preferred  for  those  va 
huble  commodities,  to  the  co>t  of  which  a trifling 
addition  is  made  by  the  expa  nse  of  two  or  three 
cents  a pound,  for  it  will  be  found  that  the  risk  ot 
damage  and  loss  by  change  of  carriers  and  by  ac 
cident  on  the  water,  will  more  than  counterbalance 
the  saving  in  the  freight.  Assuming  this  as  graiit- 
ed,  it  tnuslappea*  evident  that,  vlion  equal  terms  oj 
dealing,  foreign  goods  will  be  purchased  at  the  jilace 
nearest  the  residence  of  the  purchaser.  The 
whole  of  western  Pennsylvania,  a part  of  the  state 
of  Xew  York,  and  the  whole  of  the  western  states, 
are  nearer  to  Philadelphia  than  to  iNew  York,  and 
atur  pike  road  between  tlte  former  place  and  Pitts- 
burgh is  completed,  whilst  one  from  the  same  city 
to  Erie  is  in  progress.  I am  also  informed  tha‘  a 
turnpike  road,  in  continuance  of  the  one  from  Plii- 
deip’hia  to  Meadville,  is  in  contemplation,  to  run 
from  the  latter  place  to  Cleaveland.  '1  hese  im- 
provements will  give  a decided  preference  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, with  many  of  those  merchants  residing 
on  the  lakes,  who  have  hitherto  looked  to  New 
York  alone  for  their  supplies. 

1 am  aware  of  the  views  entertained  by  some  of 
our  fellow  citizens,  of  opening  a communication 
between  the  New  York  canal  and  .he  Tioga  river, 
a branch  of  the  Susquehannah.  This  measure,  it 
has  been  thought,  after  the  completion  of  the  Union 
canal,  which  will  connect  the  Susquehannah  with 
the  Schuylkill,  would  intercept  a portion  of  of  the 
descending  produce,  and  draw  it  to  Philadelphia. 
There  can  be  not  doubt  but  that  this  would  be 
the  case  to  a certain  extent;  but  no  upward  naviga- 
tion could  be  relied  on  durii-gthe  summer,  without 
an  extensive  systemof  locking  on  the  Susquehannah 
and  Tioga  rivers,  and  Philadelphia  would,  therefore, 
lose  i.s  share  of  the  return  trade  in  those  bulky 
commodi  ies,  which  afford  employment  to  her  ton- 
nage, and  rent  for  her  warehouses. 

Whilst  I am  on  the  subject  of  internal  trade,  it 
may  not,  perhaps,  be  irrelittive  to  say  a few  words 
upon  the  commerce  which  Nev/  Orleans  is  destined 
to  share  with  the  Atlantic  cities.  In  former  years, 
the  great  bulk  of  the  surplus  productions  of  the 
west,  descended  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers; 
but,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  the  ascending  naviga- 
gation,  few  commodities  were  received  in  return, 
and  the  proceeds  of  the  descending  cargoes  were 
remitted  to  the  eastern  cities,  to  be  there  invested 
in  foreign  and  other  merchandise.  As. relates  to  ex- 
ports, as  has  been  remarked,  the  same  course  must 
necessarily  continue,  at  least  as  relates  to  the  great 
mass  of  the  productions  of  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, and  the  more  southern  and  western  states.  As 
it  regards,  however,  the  return  trade,  the  case  is 
materially  altered. 

The  expeditious  and  cheap  navigation  of  the 
western  waters,  by  the  introduction  of  steam  boats, 
enables  the  country,  at  least  as  high  up  as  Cincin- 
nati,  to  support  itself  from  New  Orleans  with 
many  of  those  articles  which  used  to  be  derived 
from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  or  which  could 
not  be  procured  at  all.  Sugar,  coffee,  brandy, 
spirits,  claret,  salt,  iron,  salted  fish,  foreign  fruits, 
and  many  other  articles  more  valuable,  are  now 
brought  to  Louisville,  in  14  or, 15  days,  at  a freight 
of  about  1 to  1^  cents  per  pound.  Aslhe  capitals  of 
the  merchants  at  New-Orleans  increase,  this  trade 
v/ill  be  extended  by  consignments  made  to  the 
principal  towns  on  the  rivers,  where  already  whole- 
sale dealers  are  established,  which  will,  in  a great 
degree,  obviate  the  disadvantages  experienced  by 
New  Orleans  yo  account  of  the  uhheaithiness  of 


its  climate.  As  a steam  boat  ran  descend  from 
Louisville  to  New  Orleans  in  5 or  6 days,  an  order 
for  merchandise  can  be  executed  in  much  less  time 
than  if  transmitted  to  an  eastern  city,  and  as  the 
market  of  New  Orleans,  like  that  of  the  West  In- 
dia Islands,  is  liable  at  times  to  be  overstocked 
with  merchandise  of  every  description,  the  western 
merchants  can,  occasionally,  be  supplied  from 
thence,  upon  better  terms  than  at  Philadelphia  or 
Baltimore.  Even  the  article  of  tea  is  occasionally 
brought  up  from  N(  w Orleans,  which,it  must  be  evi- 
dent,  could  not  be  afforded  there  as  cheap  as  in  the 
cities  into  which  it  is  imported  direct  from  China, 
but  upon  the  principle  of  forced  sales.  But,  although 
this  ascending  trade  is  daily  increasing,  it  must  con- 
tinue to  be  chifjly  confined  to  those  commodities, 
the  cost  of  which,  compared  with  their  bulk  and 
weight,  is  inconsiderable,  and  can  never  engross  the 
great  mass  of  those  valuable  articles,  which  con- 
stitute, by  far,  the  most  profitable  and  extensive 
branches  of  commerce.  The  products  of  Cbirta  and 
India,  the  dry  goods,  hardware,  and  fancy  articles  of 
Creat  Britain,  France,  and  of  many  other  countries 
of  Europe,  as  they  can  be  afforded,  from  the  greater 
competition  of  capital  and  tornage,  in  the  Atlantic 
cities,  cheaper  than  they  C'>n  beat  New  Orleans,  so 
the  wholesale  dealers  of  the  west  must  ever  find 
their  accouni  in  drawing  them  frojn  the  former. — 
Some  trade,  however,  to  which  we  have  been  ac- 
customed, must  inevitably  be  lost,  and  it  is,  there- 
fore, the  more  incumbent  on  our  merchants  to  faci- 
litate the  opening  of  every  channel,  which  may  af- 
ford a value  to  the  surplus  products  of  the  west,  and 
a vent  for  the  commodities  which  they  may  import 
from  abroad. 

Ofthe  New  York  grand  canal,  about  100  miles 
are  completed,  and  are  now  navigated.  I'wo  horses 
can  draw  upon  it  a boat,  carrying  from  60  to  100 
tons,  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour;  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  entire  work  will  be 
accomplished  within  two,  or  certainly  three,  years 
from  this  lime. 

If  the  foregoing  information  should  be  interesting 
to  my  fellow  citizens,  I shall  be  amply  rewarded  for 
the  labor  of  collecting  it. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I have  convers- 
ed with  an  intelligent  fur  trader,  just  arrived  from 
Mackinaw,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  geography  of 
the  country  on  the  west  side  of  lake  Michigan. — 
He  states  that  the  head  waters  of  the  Illinois  river 
approach  so  near  toAhat  lake,  that,  in  the  spring  of 
the  year,  boats,  carrying  from  ten  to  fifteen  tons, 
can  descend  to  St.  Louis,  which  is  not  200  miles 
distant  by  land,  without  any  portage  whatever,  and 
that  an  intelligent  officer  of  the  army  assured  him, 
that  luO.OOO  dollars  would  open  a complete  naviga- 
tion between  lake  Huron  and  the  Mississippi, 
through  the  Illinois.  My  informant  also  stated  that 
a complete  water  communication  exists,  the 
exception  of  three  miles  por^n^«?,between  the  same  two 
waters,  by  the  Fox  and  Oulsconsin  rivers,  the  former 
of  which  flows  into  Green  bay,  a harbor  visited 
during  the  last  month  by  the  lake  Erie  steam  boat, 
with  a party  of  gentlemen  from  Buffalo.  It  is  true 
tliose  north  western  regions  are  not  yet  peopled, 
but  what  w’ill  not  the  enterprize  of  our  citizens  at- 
tempt.^ It  would  hardly  be  credited,  and  yet  it  is 
true,  that  a contract  was  made  some  time  ago  at 
Mackinaw  for  the  supply  of  200  head  of  cattle  for 
the  use  of  the  Hudson's  bay  company,  to  be  deliver- 
ed at  Bigstone  lake,  near  the  head  waters  of  the 
river  St.  Peters,  which  is,  probably,  1500  miles  or 
more  from  St.  Louis,  in  the  neighborhood  of  which 
■they  were  to  be  procured. 
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Circulation  of  Money. 

raOM  THE  DEMOCRATIC  PRESS. 

I send  you  a curious  calculation  of  the 
effect  of '.he  “circulation  of  money,”  which  I request 
you  will  insert  in  your  paper.  It  displays,  “with  a 
pencil  of  light,”  the  vivifying  effect  of  even  a small 
sum  of  money,  briskly  circulating  from  hand  to 
band,  in  promoting  industry  and  happines,  by  the 
advancement  of  the  internal  trade  of  a country, — 
Your  readers  can  readily  draw  a contrast  between 
the  beneficial  results  herein  stated,  and  the  para- 
lising  ones  that  would  flow  from  a transmission  of 
the  sum  to  a foreign  country  for  the  purchase  of 
any  of  the  articles  herein  presented  in  any  stage  of 
the  progress. 

*/?  Friend  to  National  Industry. 

The  circulation  of  money,  is  the  frequent  transi 
tion  of  money  from  hand  to  hand,  as  a remuneration 
of  mutual  services.  A mere  exchange,  or  transfer 
of  money,  deserves  not,  in  our  judgment,  the  name 
of  circulation,  and  cannot  produce  any  of  the  re- 
sults we  expect  from  the  circulation  of  money,  un- 
less  it  be  transferred  as  a rew’ard  or  remuneration 
of  mutual  services. 

The  following  instance  seems  well  calculated  to 
illustrate  the  true  nature  and  complexion  of  the 
circulation  of  money,  and  the  advantages  derived 
from  its  momentary  possession  in  the  course  of  so- 
cial transactions. 

A.  Pays  to  his  butler  ten  guineas,  as  the 
monthly  amount  of  his  board  and  other  wages. 

This  money  is  for  the  butler  the  net  reward 
of  his  labor,  and  the  twelfth  part  of  his  year- 
ly income.  The  whole  sum  is,  therefore,  for  £.  s. 
him  clear  profit,  10  10 

B.  The  butler,  pays  with  this  money  a bill 
he  owes  to  his  shoemaker.  For  the  latter, 
such  part  only  of  this  sum  constitutes  a net 
gain,  as  he  receives  as  the  price  of  his  labor,  4 4 

C.  The  shoemaker,  pays  away  the  whole 

sum  to  the  leather-cutter  D,  whose  profit 
consists  in  5 5 

D.  The  leather-cutter,  pays  his  tailor’s  bill, 

amounting  to  ten  guineas.  The  taylor’s  dis- 
bursements being  previously  deducted,  his 
profit  amounts  to  6 6 

E.  The  tailor,  pays  the  ten  guineas  to  his 

mercer,  w’hose  profits  being  generally  com- 
puted at  20  per  cent,  he  gains  for  his  subsis- 
tence 2 2 

F.  The  mercer,  pays  away  the  money  to 

his  grocer;  ten  per  cent,  being  his  usual  pro- 
fit, he  gains  1 1 

G.  I’he  grocer,  pays  a half  years’s  rent  to 
his  landlord,  amounting  to  10/.  10s.  Tlds  rent 
is  not  a clear  gain,  but  a gross  revenue.  Re- 
pairs, interest  on  borrowed  money,  ground 
rent,  &c.  being  previously  deducted,  there 
remains  no  more  than  three  guineas,  which 

he  may  expend  for  his  subsistence,  3 3 

H.  The  landlord,  pays  with  this  money  the 

interest  to  his  creditor  1,  which  is  for  the  lat- 
ter a clear  gain  10  10 

I.  Pays  the  ten  guineas  to  a sadler  for  re- 
pairing his  carriage,  whose  profit  consists  in  4 4 

K.  The  sadler,  pays  his  butcher,  whose 

clear  gain  amounts  to  3 3 

L.  The  butcher,  pays  his  law’yer,  for  whom 
the  whole  sum  of  ten  guineas,  excepting  a 
small  difference,  would  prove  a neat  profit, 
but 

M.  The  lawyer  goes  in  the  evening  to  a 
gambling  hopse,  and  loses  the  whole  sun\; 


What  he,  therefore,  might  have  expended 
for  his  subsistence,  becomes  now  entirely  a 
contribution  towards  the  subsistence  of  the 
gambler,  lo  10 

N.  The  gambler,  requests  a bye-stander  O, 

to  give  him  a bank  note  of  10/.  and  10«.  in 
silver,  for  his  ten  guineas,  which  be  does — 
profit  0 0 

O.  Being  a bad  paymaster,  finds  himself 

necessitated  by  the  threats  of  bi.s  linen-dra-^ 
per  to  pay  a bill,  which  has  been  out-standing 
so  long,  that  the  interest  has  absorbed  the 
whole  profit  0 0 

P.  The  linen-draper,  being  requested  by 
one  of  his  neighbors  to  stand  sponsor  at  the 
christening  of  his  child,  makes  him  a present 

of  t !e  ten  guineas  0 0 

Q.  This  neighbor,  puts  the  ten  guineas  into 

the  spare  box  of  his  child,  and  thus  the  cir- 
culation of  this  money  is  suspended  for  a- - 

long  time.  60  18 

In  this  instance  ten  guineas  pass,  from  band  to 
hand,  eleven  times  with  profit,  and  four  times 
without  any  profit  to  the  receivers.  7 he  four 
cases  of  a barren  or  fruitless  transfer  might  have 
been  easily  multiplied,  but  they  are  fully  sufficient 
for  our  present  purpose. 

In  the  eleven  transfers  of  this  money  from  B. 
down  to  K.  and  to  N.  the  ten  guineas  produce  60/. 
I8s.  as  a contribution  towards  the  subsistence  of  the 
receivers,  and  enable  them  to  supply  as  many  wants 
of  their  different  w’ays  of  living,  as  in  this  country 
can  be  supplied  with  60/.  18^.  And  if  we  contem- 
plate the  subject  in  a more  extensive  point  of  view, 
we  may  say,  that,  in  every  transfer  of  money,  as  a 
remuneration  or  price  of  labor,  the  whole  amount 
of  the  ten  guineas  is  to  be  considered  as  contriout- 
ing  towards  the  living  of  many  other  persons,  be- 
sides the  immediate  receivers  of  that  money. — 
When  E.  pays  ten  guines  to  his  mercer  F.  although 
the  latter  gains  only  two  of  them,  yet  the  other 
eight  guinea.s  are  likewise  to  be  con.sidered  as  the 
price  of  all  the  labor  employed  in  the  manufactur- 
ing of  the  clothes,  Stc.  The  grocer,  whose  profits 
amount  to  one  guinea  only,  has  long  before  expend- 
ed the  other  nine  guineas,  w’hich  constitute  the 
price  of  labor  of  an  unknown  number  of  persons,  em- 
ployed in  the  culture  and  production  of  his  com- 
modities, in  the  shipping  of,  and  trading  with  them. 
In  this  point  of  view,  115/.  10a.  may,  tiierefore,  be 
placed  to  account,  instead  of  60/.  18«.  as  a reward 
for  useful  services  or  price  of  labor,  forming  part  of 
the  subsistence  of  an  indeterminate  number  of  men. 
Those  115/.  10a.  form,  in  consequence,  the  whole 
produce  of  this  circulation,  of  ten  guineas  or  of  this 
series  of  occupations  of  freemen,  rewarded  with 
money.  The  productive  class  of  the  people  had  no 
immediate  share  in  the  60/.  18a.  which,  in  the  above 
instance,  eleven  persons  earn  from  each  other  in 
the  eleven  transfers  of  money.  Their  share  is  com- 
prised in  the  54/.  1 2a.  which  are  to  be  added  to  the 
above  sum,  when  the  whole  produce  of  this  circu- 
lation is  taken  into  the  account.  Yet  the  whole  of 
these  54/.  12a.  does  not  fall  to  their  share,  but  as 
much  only  as  they  receive,  as  price  of  their  labor, 
included  in  the  prime  costs  of  the  commodities  or 
materials  of  industry,  which  form  the  objects  of 
this  elevenfold  transfer  of  money.  An  indirect 
share  in  the  601.  18s.  is  also  secured  to  them,  since 
all  the  different  receivers  of  the  above  ten  guineas 
will  be  obliged  to  employ  some  part  of  what  they 
earn  from  each  other,  in  the  purchase  of  provisions 
or  materials  of  jndustry. 

To  trace  the  results  of  the  circulation  of  mpn^ 
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through  all  the  various  branches  of  »he  trading  in- 
tercoiirse  of  men,  would  be  a task  as  foreign  to  our 
purpose  as  disproportionate  to  the  room  we  can 
allot  to  theoretical  discussions.  We  shall,  there 
fore,  confine  ourselves  to  point  out  a result  of  the 
circulation  of  money,  for  the  productive  class  of  the 
people,  which  has  escaped  the  observation  of  Smith, 
Stewart,  Pinto,  and  other  celebrated  writers  on  this 
subject,  and  yet  seems  extremely  important. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  circulation  of  money  occa- 
sions a two-fold  labor  in  the  production  of  the  pro- 
visions, which  are  necessary  for  the  support  of  so- 
ciety, The  first  labor  is  that  by  which  the  hus- 
bandman gains  the  surplus  of  produce,  or  overplus 
of  his  own  consumption;  the  sale  of  which,  to  such 
persons  as  have  only  money  to  offer  in  exchange, 
brings  this  money  into  his  hands,  and  enables  him 
to  purchase  tl»e  services  and  commodities  whicli 
he  stands  in  need  of.  Without  the  use  of  money, 
a husbandman,  after  having  obtained  by  barter  the 
services  and  commodities  he  wanted,  sits  quietly 
down,  well  convinced,  that,  by  the  mutual  exchange 
of  services  and  commodities,  he  has  conveyed  noth- 
ing into  the  hands  of  his  fellow-citizens,  where- 
with they  might  encourage  him  to  additional  labor. 
The  husbandman,  who  exchanged  flax,  wanted  by 
his  neighbor,  for  wool,  which  he  needed,  will  con- 
sume this  wool  for  the  supply  of  his  wants.  His 
neighbor  will  also  consume  the  flax  and  not  offer  it 
back  to  him  in  exchange  for  corn.  Or  let  us  sup- 
pose, that  the  husbandman  rewarded  the  man  W’ho 
v/ove  his  wool  into  cloth,  with  provisions;  in  this 
case  the  weaver  will  consume  the  latter,  and  thus 
have  nothing  left,  the  offer  of  which  might  encou- 
rage the  husbandman  to  additional  labor.  Thus  the 
husbandman  labors  but  once  for  the  weaver,  and  the 
weaver  but  once  for  the  husbandman.  But  where 
itioney  circulates,  the  husbandman  does  not  ex- 
change  the  overplus  of  his  produce  for  that  of  his 
neighbor,  but  for  money,  wherewith  he  can  pay  the 
weaver  and  all  other  industrious  members  of  so- 
ciety; who,  with  tlie  money  thus  earned,  encourage 
liim  to  that  second  or  additional  labor,  by  which 
dhe  productive  class  of  the  people  gains  back  the 
money  spent  for  the  supply  of  the  secondary  or 
subordinate  wants.  And  thus  begins  a circulation 
fro.ii  and  to  the  husbandman,  which,  while  it  invites 
him  to  an  increased  display  of  his  productive  pow- 
ers, multiplies  also  the  means  of  subsistence,  and 
fructifies  iiopuialion  in  its  purest  and  most  prolific 
source.  H. 


Female  Patriotism. 

The  Washiiigt'iTi  Reporter,  of  the  3l-;t  Dec.  1821, 
contains  an  address  delivered  on  the  17ih  of  the 
Same  month,  by  Mrs.  Kathe\iue  Duane  Morgan,  at 
a public  examination  of  the  Franklin  School,  recent- 
ly established  in  that  borough.  Tlie  good  sense 
and  truly  republican  sentiments  that  may  be  found 
in  the  subjoined  extracts  from  the  address,  will, 
we  presume,  recommend  them  to  the  attention  of 
our  readers. 

After  some  prefatory  remarks,  Mrs.  Morgan  pro- 
ceeds thus 

“Observe  our  sex,  how  they  persevere  in  relation 
to  any  circumstances  attending  the  decoration  of 
their  persons— do  you,  or  can  you,  suppose  that 
perseverance  was  granted  for  this  purpose  .>*  most 
assuredly  not.  Then,  if  nature  has  not  only  gifted 
them  liberally  but  sufficiently  for  the  glorification 
of  our  Fat  itr  in  Heaven,  in  whom  lies  the  error 
The  immediate  response  mtast  be— *in  those  who 


are  entrusted  with  rearing  and  instructing  the  ten- 
der and  susceptible  minds  of  children.  Alas!  1 
must  here  lament  the  disgraceful  neglect  of  the 
morals  and  minds  of  females.  Mothers,  by  their 
instructions  and  examples— yea,  and  fathers,  by 
their  smiles  of  approbation,  rivet  on  the  pliant 
minds  of  their  offspring,  a love — I am  almost 
tempted  to  say,  an  idolatrous  love  of  extravagance 
and  show  in  dress;  which,  implanted  in  infancy, 
“grows  with  their  growth  and  strengthens  with 
their  strength,”  till,  at  length,  instead  of  endea-. 
voring  to  attain  knowledge  that  would  enable  them 
to  pass  through  the  world  happily  and  usefully,  sa- 
crifices to  vanity,  that  which,  in  many  cases,  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  liquidation  of  just  debts.— 
In  order  to  gratify  this  inordinate  passion  for  finery, 
which  so  unhappily  and  generally  prevails  amongst 
us,  even  poverty’s  gripe  has  been  pressed  more 
closely;  and  the  very  constitution  impaired,  (“for 
madness  rules  the  hour”)  from  want  of  proper 
nutriment.  Meeting  witli  a group  of  females,  ac- 
cording to  custom,  the  subject  of  crapes  and  Leg- 
horns was  introduced;  one  of  the  ladies  mentioned 
that  she  had  just  seen  Mrs.  Dasher,  (the  model  of 
our  belle  monde),  going  down  street  in  an  elegant 
new  crape  and  an  all-conquering,  virtue-possessing 
Legliorn,  which  was  trimmed  in  the  tip  of  the 
mode,  and  cost  only  5^22!  what  a happy  woman 
Mrs.  Dasher  must  be,  said  the  lady — she  certainly 
must  be,  thought  I,  especially  as  she  has  a large 
family  of  cliildren,  and  her  husband  applied  last 
court  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law.  Her  at- 
tendant was  that  popin  jay  of  fashion,  young  Dan- 
dy,  who,  us  rumor  goes,  has  not  in  the  world  §100 
worth  of  property,  either  re.al,  personal,  or  mixed: 
his  ruffles  are  of  the  finest  cambric,  and  the  other 
articles  of  his  atiire  are  of  equally  costly  mate- 
rials; he  makes  sufficient  money  by  his  business, 
perhaps,  to  discharge  his  washer-woman’s  bill,  and 
pay  his  barber — what  a prime,  useful  and  exem- 
plary member  of  a republic  he  is!!!  The  next  per- 
sons spoken  of  by  our  junto,  were  the  two  Miss 
Simpers,  who  in  beauty  are  surpassed  by  few;  their 
parents  are  in  very  indigent  circumstances,  their 
father  is  almost  coatless;  and  their  mother  is  oblig- 
ed to  resort  to  divers — out-nf.'h e-way — extraordi- 
nary contrivances,  to  decorate  her  daughters;  for 
what?  all  who  know  them,  know  they  are  ignorant 
and  vain:  and  that  well  would  it  have  been  for 
their  own  peace  and  the  respectability  of  their  pa- 
rents, had  the  same  pains  been  taken  to  improve 
the  interior  of  tiieir  heads  which  have  been  be- 
stowed in  adorning  the  e.x  •rior,  with  braids,  plaits 
and  curls.  Their  situation  is  known  to  every  one — 
none  are  deceived  but  themselves— some  pity, 
more  despise  them.  The  last  exemplification  of 
this  kind  of  greatness,  this  levelling  system  in  ap- 
pearance, regardless  of  the  purse  or  consequences, 
to  which  1 shall  advert,  was  mentioned  by  or  e of 
the  coterie,  and  is  furnished  by  the  wife  of  .Mr. 
Weak,  an  industrious  and  decent  man.  Mrs. 
Weak,  moderate  soul,  must  have  a crape  robe;  for 
her  cousin’s  husbartd  had  brought  one  over  the 
mountains  for  his  v.’ife,  and,  of  course,  she  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  get  one  also;  for  who  is  her  cou- 
sin more  than  she  is,  although  her  husband  does 
keep  store!  The  good  natured  Weak  already  owed 
r*r  uLtgliorn  bonnet  which  his  wife  had  purchased: 
co.itrary  to  ail  his  retnonscrarc^s,  to  have  it  she  was 
resolved,  .and  he  of  course  must  pay  for  it.  Boor 
lellow!  “You  have  paid  too  dear  for  your  whistle:” 
the  storekeeper  frequently  demands  payment,  but 
in  vain;  the  u fortunate  mechanic  cannot  get  mo- 
ney for  his  work;  and  the  merchant  cannot  take. 
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such  trade  as  the  tradesman  receives.  The  conse-' 
quence  of  his  wife  loving  crape  and  Lejjhorn  bet- 
ter than  her  husband’s  peace,  or  her  own  duty,  is 
that  suit  is  brought,  and  judgment  confessed  on 
the  justice’s  docket:  he  endeavors  to  make  up  the 
money  by  offering  for  sale  various  articl  s of  bar- 
ter, received  in  payment  for  his  work,  at  half  he 
had  allowed  for  them;  but  his  efforts  are  fruitless — 
the  stay  permitted  by  law  has  elapsed;  nay,  even 
the  last  day  granted  the  constable  to  return  the 
execution,  has  arrived;  what  now  is  to  be  done? 
why,  poor  man,  he  sells  the  watch  that  he  had  pur- 
chased shortly  after  he  became  a journeyman — it; 
had  cost  forty,  but  all  he  could  get  was  twelve  dol- 
lars; this  paid  the  balance  due  on  his  wife’s  sum- 
mum  bonunif  and  the  justice  and  constable  humane- 
ly  agreed  to  take  the  costs  in  trade  or  work. 

The  enquiry — What  is  to  be  the  final  scene  of 
all  this  extravagance,  which  has  become  a national 
calamity?  it  is  not  foreign  from,  but  immediately  con- 
nected with,  or  rather  a part  of  thebushiess  of  the 
instructors  of  youth-  Although  the  constitution 
very  properly  guarantees  the  right  of  voting  re 
gardless  of  property,  does  it  follow  that  all  must 
dress  in  an  equally  expensive  manner?  National 
considerations  apart,  common  sense  would  say,  let  I 
each  individual  clothe  himself  as  best  suits  his  cir- 
cumstances and  his  comfort.  What  rational  en- 
joyment can  a father  or  mother,  laboring  under 
the  pressure  of  debt,  have,  even  in  the  magic 
charms  of  cambric  and  broadcloth,  or  crape  and 
Leghorn,  when  viewing  a large,  helpless  and  igno- 
rant  offspring,  and  knowing  that,  if  time  gave  the 
mandate  to  the  pale  messenger  to  strike  at  his 
bosom,  and  send  his  spirit  to  the  realms  of  final 
settlement,  his  children,  having  been  taught  to  set 
an  undue  value  on  dress,  and  to  estimate  ail  by  ex- 
ternal appearance,  would  be  in  a worse  situation 
than  that  of  common  paupers.  Mistaken  father — 
to  have  so  lost  sight  of  your  dutyl  Infatuated  mo- 
ther — the  unfortunate  victim  of  an  erroneous  edit- 
cativO..!  Thrice  hapless  progf^ny— what  misery  and 
mortification  liave  ihy  falsely  calculating  parents 
been  accumulating  for  you!  Rouse  ye  guardians  gf 
Columbian  youth — rouse  from  this  shameful  tor- 
por—this  insanity  befitting  bondmen  and  bondwo- 
men, who  can  have  no  object  for  honorable  exer- 
tion; but  disgraceful  to  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
a republic! 

Would  I were  possessed  of  the  eloquence  of 
Hortentia,  who  nobly  plead  in  behalf  of  the  Ro- 
man women  before  the  Triumviri,  you  should  be 
reminded  of  the  history  of  women,  to  be  the  dis- 
tant and  humble  imitators  of  whom,  would  at  least 
be  one  step  towards  real  respectability.  Shall  the 
half  suppressed  smile  of  self  sufficient  ignorance, 
abash  virtue?  Are  we  not  to  act  correctly,  because 
the  more  wealthy  have  not  set  us  the  example? 
Shall  the  arrogance  of  sordid  wealth,  acquired, 
perhaps,  by  ignoble  means,  and  unassociated  with 
one  solitary  estimable  quality,  drive  us  from  the 
paths  of  duty?  Shall  we  thus  prove  ourselves  to  be 
no  less  their  inferiors  in  understanding  than  in 
fortune?  It  may,  with  too  much  truth,  be  said  of 
many  affluent  citizens,  and  their  families, 

"So  much  they  bate  the  crowd,  that  if  the  throng, 

"By  chance,  go  right,  they  purposely  go  wrung.” 

Our  country  gives  us  freedom  to  act  independent- 
ly. Are  we  not  failing  in  our  duty  to  that  country, 
in  not  judging  and  acting  for  ourselves,  as  far  as 
reason  directs?  Let  us  turn  to  the  pages  of  history, 
and  learn  our'  duties,  as  daughters,  wives,  mo- 
thers, and  allow  me  to  say  as  patriots^  from  the 
;i|reat  Cornelia,  mother  of  the  noble  Tiberius  and 


Caius  Gracchus;  from  the  virtuous  Volumub-,  the 
mother  of  Cbriola^us;  from  Oc'avio,  'he  upright 
wife  of  Anthony;  from  the  heroic  Lnrreti';  from 
the  brave  and  tender  Portia,  who,  in  the  hour  that 
was  even  a trial  toman,  was  trusted  by  her  bus- 
baorl,  Marcus  Brutus,  and  was  found  worthy  of  his 
con  fidence;  from  the  lovely  and  pathetic  Licinia, 
wife  of  Caius  Gracchus;  from  Chelonis,  who  af- 
fords a striking  example  of  the  affection  of  a 
daughter,  and  of  the  noble  constancy  and  love  of  a 
wife  in  the  day  of  sadness  and  calamity;  from  the 
I venerable  and  generous  Archiclomi*!;  from  the  pa- 
triotic AgesisTata,  the  noble  mother  of  a noble 
son— the  murdered  Agis;  from  the  intrepid  and  sa  - 
gacious Timocle,  and  from  a constellation  of  others, 
whose  virtues  have  furnished  history  with  some  of 
its  brightest  pages.  So  that  woman,  if  the  facul- 
ties of  the  head,  as  well  as  of  the  heart,  with 
which  God  has  endued  them,  are  tutored  by  wis- 
dom and  friendship,  may  not  only  cease  to  be  the 
contemptible,  helpless  and  ignorant  mortals  they 
are  too  frequently  found,  but  may  becon-e  orna- 
ments to  the  world,  and  benefactors  to  mankind; 
instead  of  the  evanescent  butterflies  of  a day,  or 
the  gaudy  dolls  of  an  hour — they  become  as  Hea- 
ven designed  them— the  instrument  of  God’s  bene- 
volence to  man,  implanting  virtue  in  infancy,  che- 
rishing it  in  youth,  and  adding  fresh  vigor  to  it  in 
manhood.  Let  us,  by  our  merit,  endeavor  to  gain 
the  same  influence  over  our  husbands,  that  the 
Spartan  women,  of  old,  possessed  with  theirs, 
which  was  so  great  that  it  became  a matter  of  as- 
tonishment to  the  women  of  other  countries.  The 
secret  which  enabled  them  to  mle^  as  it  wss  term- 
ed, was  imparted  by  Gorgo,  wife  of  Leonidas,  in 
her  answer  to  a woman  of  another  nation,  who 
asked,  "how  happens  it  that  you  wtmen  of  Lacede- 
mon  are  the  only  women  in  tl.e  world  who  rule  the 
men?”  ‘‘Bec^iu  e,”  replied  Gorgo,  "we  are  the  only 
women  in  tlie  world  who  rear  and  instruct  the  chil- 
dren so  as  to  make  'hem  men,”  If  they  performed 
• heir  duty  as  n«others,  as  wives,  and  as  patriots, 
with  such  HflTcctionate  solicitude,  and  admirable 
ability,  could  their  husbands  withhold  from  them 
rbeir  respect  and  their  gratiuide?  One  of  the  ear- 
liest lessons  they  taught  their  children,  was  that 

"A  (lay,  an  hour  of  virtuous  liberty, 

"Is  worth  a whole  eternity  in  bondage.” 

Does  our  conduct  tend  to  impress  that  noble 
truth  on  the  mind  of  the  rising  generation?  I am 
constrained  to  say  most  certainly  not — what  wo- 
man, arrayed  in  all  the  pomp  of  imported  fashion, 
(concealing  beneath  its  gaudy  trappings  the  shac- 
kles designed  by  England,  not  only  to  enrich  her- 
self, but  to  enslave  our  sons),  can  expect  to  per- 
suade our  youth  that  she  is  anxious  to  hand  down 
to  them  the  constitution,  pure  and  free  as  we  have 
received  it  from  the  illustrious  band  that  conceiv- 
ed, planned  and  carried  it  into  execution?  surely 
none  can  be  so  wild,  or  so  unthinking,  as  to  ex- 
pect credit  on  such  terms,  for  patriotism! 

Happy  would  it  be,  had  we  a Solon  amongst  us"; 
or  a law  somewhat  similar  to  one  passed  by  him, 
declaring  "any  one  infamous  who  stands  neuter  in 
time  of  sedition,”  and  tin  t "he  shail  forfeit  his 
country,  his  house  and  his  estate.”  We  are  not 
guilty  of  sedition,  ’tis  true,  but  w’e  are  guilty  of 
what  will  (in  my  opinion)  as  certainly  destroy  the 
liberties  of  this  nation,  unless  the  American  womer^ 
hand  in  hand, 

"With  aiding  patriots  stem  the  raging  title,” 

Which,  if  unchecked,  will  soon  sweep,  in  its  cur- 
rent, our  liberties,  and  our  laws,  into  the  noxious 
whirlpool  of  aristocracy,  the  boiling  ocean  of 
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monarchy,  or  the  still  more  dreadful  dead  sea  of 
despotism. 

As  society  is  composed  of  every  variety  of  ma- 
terials, and  as  persons,  more  censorious  than  wise, 
necessarily  form  a portion  of  tlie  compound,  I am 
not  unprepared  for  beinp  condemned  as  beinj^  a 
politician,  or  as  improperly  interfering  in  what  is 
CttUed  men's  business;  hut,  surety,  every  female  in 
the  country,  who  has  male  relations,  (throwing 
philanthropy  altogether  out  of  view),  feels,  or  ought 
to  feel,  a great  interest  in  the  durability  of  our 
present  form  of  government.  Would  I not  be  of- 
fering G!»e  of  the  greatest  insults  to  the  under- 
standing of  any  American  female,  to  suppose  her 
imlin'erent  whether  our  country  be  governed  by  a 
representative  system,  or  by  that  disgraceful  mon- 
ster, that  open  violator  of  tiie  most  sacred  ties  es- 
tablished by  God  and  man,  George  the  fourth,  who, 
if  we  may  judge  from  his  conduct,  intends  to  lay 
claim  upon  the  score  of  services,  to  being  third  in 
command  in  the  Pandeir.oneum,  for  he  has  rivalled 
even  Milton’s 

“Moloch,  horrid  king,  besnn  ared  with  blood 

“Ot  liuiiian  sacrifice,  and  parents’  tears.” 

For  m}  self  I can  offer  in  extenuation,  if  extenu- 
r.lion  is  thou  ;;ht  necessary,  that  1 have  not  only  a 
father,  s'.sters  and  brothers,  but  a liusband  and  se- 
ven children,  and  all  these  ardently  loved  relatives, 

1 would  rather  see  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
of  water,  under  this  government,  than  peers  and 
peeresses  of  a nation  governed  by  such  a monarch 
as  George  the  fourth.  Not  to  speak  of  other  go- 
vernments, the  constitution  of  England,  which  is 
the  object  of  servile  admiration  to  many  of  those 
who  attach  odium  to  the  woman  guilty  of  loving 
her  country,  its  liberty  and  laws,  yes,  the  constitu- 
tion of  that  very  England  supposes  women  not 
■only  capable  of  thinking  rightly  on  public  affairs, 
but  of  wielding  the  political  destinies  of  the  na- 
tion. I cannot  for  a moment  seriously  believe  that 
any  of  you  would  hesitate  to  relinquish  your  super- 
fluities,  rather  than  see  our  children  deprived  of 
their  liberty,  and  who,  if  they  should  imitate  the 
noble,  brave  and  wronged  sons  of  the  land  of  the 
shamrock,  wreatiied  harps  and  sweetest  melody, 
in  endeavoring  to  gain  their  patrimony,  would  be 
punished  by  the  conffscation  and  sale  of  their  pro- 
perty, to  defray  the  e.xpenses  of  a war  waged  to 
subdue  tiie  *‘redela.'*  Such  is  the  conduct  of  Eng- 
liiiid,  yes,  such,  and  even  more  atrocious,  has  been 
Iier  conduct  ever  since  the  reign  of  Henry  the  se- 
cond, in  tlie  elevenili  century,  to  the  inhabitants  of 
that  land  of  genius  and  enthusiasm,  hapless  Hiber- 
nia, t!ie  native  and  ancient  seat  of  hospitality  and 
hoiior. 

And  what  better  have  the  United  States  to  ex- 
pect?—Can  vou  imagine  she  wiil  act  towards  us  with 
inagnanimiiy  or  good  faiULi*  Ask  the  young  Napo- 
leon. Alas!  wet'Ung,  he  will  point  to  the  indignant 
surges  bursting  upon  Helena’s  rocky  sides,  as 
though  they  wished  to  hide  in  ocean  deep  this  sa- 
ble mark  of  English  faith  and  honor.  Would  she 
act  as  a civilized  enemy  or  as  a barbarian.''  Let  the 
burning  of  the  United  States’  capitol,  containing 
the  national  library,  be  undeniable  testimony  of  her 
civilization! 

Would  she  observe  the  l.aws  of  humanity  or  of 
nations!*  lieceive  the  answer  fro.m  the  insulted 
ghosts  of  our  countrymen,  sighing  in  the  midnight 
blast  for  revenge,  and  shrilly  shrieking  in  our  ears, ' 
“let  the  youth  of  Columbia  remember  the  rnassa- ' 
ere  of  the  American  citizens  at  Dartmoor.” 

Mrs.  Morgan  here  recommends,  in  energetic 
terms,  the  necessity  of  substituting  American  for 
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foreign  goods;  and,  after  adverting  to  the  evils 
which  have,  in  various  instances,  resulted  from  in- 
dulging in  “luxury  and  misguided  ambition,”  she 
concludes  this  subject  with  the  following  impres- 
sive'appeal: — 

“J  address  myself  to  you,  women  of  this  heaven- 
favored  land,  in  the  name  of  the  good  and  brave, 
who  died  for  what  I fear  none  of  us  justly  appre- 
ciate— the  independence  we  enjoy,  and  let  me  be- 
seech you  not  to  lend  your  aid  in  depriving  posteri- 
ty of  that  liberty,  which  heaven  designed  for  all. 
kemember  that  you  will  be  called  to  account  for 
sins  of  omission  as  well  as  those  of  commission. — 
Add  not  then,  I implore  you,  to  the  list  the  sin  of 
not  supporting  the  liberties  of  the  commonwealth.” 

Obituary  NoticeSi 

GENERAL  STARK. 

FnOM  THE  NEW-HAT«PSHinE  PATllIOT,  MAT  13. 

The  immortal  Stark  is  no  more!  He  surrendered 
his  mighty  soul  to  the  God  who  gave  it,  on  Wed- 
nesday, Msy  8,  1822.  aged  93  >ears,  8 months  and 
24  days;  his  last  illness  was  short  but  extremely  dis- 
tressing— fourteen  days  previous  to  his  death  he 
sustained,  as  was  supposed,  a paralytic  shock,  which 
discovered  itself  in  choaking  and  inability  to  swal- 
low while  eating;  after  this  he  ate  no  more;  and, 
during  bis  remaining  time,  he  was  speechless,  al- 
though it  was  apparent  to  his  watchful  friends  and 
relations  who  stood  around  him,  that  he  retained 
bis  senses  to  the  last.  Until  the  last  attack,  he 
had  ever  been  able  to  walk  about  the  bouse,  and  in 
pleasant  weather  out  of  doors. 

His  funeral  obsequies  were  attended  by  a large 
concourse  of  people,  at  his  late  residence  in  Man- 
chester, on  the  bank  of  the  Merrimack,  on  Friday 
last.  Rev.  Dr.  Dana,  of  Londonderry,  addressed  the 
Throne  of  Grace  in  a fervent  and  excellent  prayer, 
ills  remains  were  interred  with  military  honors  in 
the  cemetry  which,  within  a few  years,  had  been 
enclosed  at  his  own  request:  it  is  situated  on  a 
mound,  being  the  second  rise  from  the  river,  and 
can  be  seen  for  a distance  of  four  or  five  miles  up 
and  down  the  Merrimack. 

John  Stark  was  born  at  Londonderry,  N.  II.  Aug. 
28,  1728,  old  stile,  corresponding  with  April  17, 
N.  S.  His  father  was  a native  of  Scotland,  and  was 
educated  at  the  university  of  Edinburgh;  married 
in  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  America  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  last  century.  He  made  his  first  settle- 
ment at  Londonderry,  but  soon  after  removed  to 
Derrifield,  (now  Manchester),  and  settled  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Merrimack,  near  Amoskeag  falls. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  seven  years  war,  John 
Stark,  then  21  years  of  age,  his  brotliers  William, 
.\mos,  P^astman,  of  this  town,  and  John  Stinson,  of 
Londonderry,  while  out  on  a hunting  excursion  ort 
the  upper  branches  of  this  river,  were  surpri.sed  by 
the  Indians.  Stinson  was  killed  on  the  spot;  East- 
man and  John  Stark  were  taken  prisoners,  and  Wil- 
liam  Stark  escaped.  Stark  was  conducted  by  the 
Indians  to  St.  t'rancois,  and  from  thence  to  Mon- 
treal,  where,  after  remaining  four  months  in  cap- 
tivity, he  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Wbeelright,  of 
Boston,  and  returned  home  by  way  of  Albany. — 
Soon  after  he  engaged  a company  of  Rangers,  of 
whom  he  was  first  commissioned  lieutenant,  and 
afterwards  captain.  Here  he  found  a field  suited 
to  bis  daring  and  adventurous  spirit— he  remained 
in  this  service  until  the  close  of  that  war,  during 
which  he  retained  the  confidence  and  friendship  of 
the  British  genersl  lord  Howe,  until  the  death  ot 
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that  nobleman,  who  was  killed  while  storming  the  j which  two  different  corps  of  British,  Hessian  and 
French  lines.  In  that  sanguinary  and  doubtful ; Indian  “invincible.s”  were  attacked  and  beaten  in 


contest.  Stark  was  always  found  cautious  on 
march,  vigilant  in  camp,  and  undaunted  in  battle — 
and  it  was  probably  owing  to  the  experience  he 


rapid  succession,  the  first  in  their  redoubts,  and 
the  second  while  coming  up  to  the  relief  of  the 
other.  'I’his  victory,  from  a state  of  the  lowest 


hei acquired,  that  invariable  success  attended,  so  I depression,  inspired  Americans  with  the  highest 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  his  battles  of  the  subse- 1 confidence;  Stark,  with  myriads  of  other  volunteers, 
quent  revolution,  which  separated  lltQse  slates  from  joined  general  Gates  at  Saratoga,  and  by  his  ex- 
Britain,  erlions  aided  in  the  overthrow  of  Burgoyne.  He 

At  the  close  of  the  French  war  he  returned  to  was  of  the  convention  which  negociated  the  British 
bis  father’s  bouse,  was  soon  after  married  and  re- j surrender,  but  was  decidedly  averse  to  any  other 
rnaiiicd  in  ilie  enjoyment  of  domestic  life,  until  the  j treaty  than  a surrender  at  discretion. 


report  of  the  battle  of  Lexington  spread,  like  an 
electric  shock,  through  the  country.  When  this 
report  readied  Stark  he  was  at  work  in  liis  saw  mill 
at  Amoskeag  falls:  he  stopped  his  mill,  went  im- 
mediately  to  his  house,  took  his  musket,  and,  with 
a band  of  heroe.s,  proceeded  to  Cambridge.  The 
morning  after  his  arrival,  he  received  a colonel’s 
commission,  and  in  less  than  two  hours  be  enlisted 
eight  hundred  men!  On  the  memorable  17th  June, 
at  Breed’s  Hill,  the  British  soldiery  first  felt  t!ie 
destructive  band  of  the  backwoodsmen  of  New- 
Hampshire.  Stark,  during  the  whole  of  this  en- 
gagement, evinced  the  most  consummate  bravery 
and  intrepid  zeal  for  his  country,  and  his  name  and 
Iteroism  will  live  forever  in  the  annals  of  that  event- 
ful period.  The  night  after  this  battle,  the  works 
on  Winter  Hill  were  commenced,  and  so  zealous 
were  the  soldiery,  that  on  the  nu  rrow  they  presented 
a bold  and  commanding  front,  tliat  kepi  the  Britisli 
in  awe,  and  preve.oted  further  depredations. 

After  the  British  evacuation  of  Boston,  fStark 
V ent  to  the  northern  post  to  ass  st  the  retreating' 
army  from  Quebec.  On  the  arrival  of  the  army  at 
T iconderoga,  the  important  point  of  Mount  Inde- 
pendence was  assigned  to  his  command,  and  the 
arduous  task  of  fortifying  that  peninsula. — After 
the  British  quit  the  lakes,  he  joined  general  Wash- 
ington in  Feninsylvauia,  preparatory  to  the  battle  of 
Trenton.  And  here  it  rriay  be  important  to  noiice 
an  event  w hich  was  related  on  the  day  of  his 
funeral  by  a venerable  companion  in  arms  then 
present,  and  in  whose  veracity  the  most  implicit 
reliance  may  be  placed.  It  is  well  known  that, 
just  previous  to  this  important  action,  the  Akmcri- 
can  army  was  on  the  point  of  being  broken  up  by 
suffering,  desertion  and  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  enlistment  of  a great  portion  of  the  troops.  A few 
days  previous,  the  term  of  the  Kew-Hampshire 
troops  expired;  Stark  Was  the  first  to  propose  a 
re-engagement  for  six  weeks — he,  for  the  moment, 
left  his  station  as  commander,  and  engaged  as  re- 
ci  uiting  officer — and  it  is  added,  that  not  a man 
failed  to  re-engage.  He  led  the  van  of  that  attack 
—and  the  event  is  well  knov/n.  Seven  days  afier 
he  was  with  general  Washington  at  Trenton,  when 
lord  Cornwaliis,  with  12,000  men,  nearly  hemmed 
them  in:  by  consummate  address  the  impending 


he  following  year  tlie  northern  frontier 
assigned  to  his  command  with  a feeble  force;  still, 
his  old  friends,  the  militia,  prompt  at  his  call, 
presented  such  an  attitude  as  secured  the  frontier 
from  assault,  lu  1779  he  was  at  Rhode  Island  and 
principally  employed  with  general  Cates  in  sur- 
veying the  country  from  Tiverton  to  Point  Judith  to 
guard  against  aUack.  Late  in  the  season,  however, 
he  joined  Washington  with  the  northern  army, 
who  was  enabled  to  makegood  his  winter  quarters. 
In  the  year  1780  he  was  with  Washing  on  at  Morris- 
town and  in  the  battle  of  Springfield;  that  season 
terminated  with  general  Lincoln’s  disaster  at 
Charleston  and  the  treason  of  Arnold.  In  1781  he 
again  liad  charge  of  the  northern  department,  and 
kept  the  enemy  in  close  quarters  w’ith  a small  body' 
of  militia;  the  surrender  of  Cornv/allis  this  year 
closed  the  w'ar. 

For  the  materials  of  this  hasty  sketch,  our  obli- 
gations are  due  to  major  Caleb  Stark,  his  eldest 
son,  w'ho  participated  wrilh  his  illustrious  father  in 
many  of  the  perils  of  the  revolution. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  general  Stark,  like 
the  Roman  Cincinuatus,  retired  to  the  pursuits  of 
domestic  life,  mingling  with  the  industrious  and 
hardy  yeomanry  of  New  England,  and  aspiring  to 
none  of  the  In  nors  or  emoluments  of  public  office, 
but  reaping,  in  common  with  his  countrymen,  the 
fruits  of  that  immortal  struggle,  which  made  us  a 
free  people.  For  the  lust  few  years  of  his  life,  he 
enjoyed  a pectmiary  bounty  from  government~a 
free-will  ofi'ering  of  the  nation  to  one  of  its  most 
distinguished  dtfe-nders. 

Such  was  general  Stark.  The  last  surviving  gene- 
ral  officer  of  the  revolution,  the  first  and  most  in- 
trepid liero  of  our  state,  of  whom  she  may  justly 
boast  as  unsurpassed  in  cool  and  determined  brave- 
ry. Me  has  gone  the  way  of  all  the  living.  His 
character  in  private  life  was  unblemished,  liis 
manners  were  ffiank  and  artless,  though  tinged  with 
an  eccentricity  peculiar  to  liis  family  alone.  To 
sum  up  all,  he  w as  that  “noblest  work  of  God,  an 

HOXEST  WAX.” 


TiMOTlIY  WALKER. 

The  same  paper  contains  an  obituary  of  the  hon. 


fate  of  the  Americans  was  avoided— - Washington  7’zw/oi/y?/ of  Concord,  N.  II.  another  patriot 
fell  on  the  enemy’s  rear  at  Frinceton,  and  so  broke  and  soldier  of  the  revolution,  who  died  at  the  age 
up  tlie  British  plans,  that  the  enfeebled  American  of  eighty-five.  The  united  ages  of  six  ofhis  cotem- 
t.rmy  was  enabled  in  turn  to  hern  up  the  British  inj  poraries,  who  acted  as  pall  bearers  at  his  funeral* 
tlie  environs  of  New  York.  amounted  to  Ani.'r/rcri  and  seven  years-lhe  oldes  t 


In  1777,  the  overwhelming  force  of  Burgoyne 
drove  the  Americans  from  their  strong  post  at  Ti 
conderoga — universal  alarm  prevailed  in  the  nortii 
at  the  rapid  approach  of  the  British.  Stark  was 
found  ready  to  meet  and  conquer  them.  He  vo- 
luntarily uiarched  to  Vermont,  and,  at  the  h^ad  of 
undisciplined,  but  ardent  troops,  he  irr»morialized 
his  name  by  planning  and  consummating  the  at- 
tack ai.  Bennington— the  most  extraordinary  and 
least  expected  event  of  the  whole  revolution,  in 


of  whom  was  ninclyiivo  and  the  youngest  seventy - 
five. 

Judge  Walker  was  a native  of  Concord,  and  the 
son  of  the  first  clergyman  settled  in  that  town.  He 
was  graduated  at  Cambridge,  Mas.  in  the  year  1756; 
and  at  the  time  ofhis  death  must  have  been  among 
the  oldest  alumni  of  that  university. 

“At  the  commencement  of  the  revolution,  (says 
the  writer  of  the  obituary),  a period  of  much  doubt 
and  peril,  when  most  men  were  agitated  and  man;,* 
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trembled  for  the  f;ite  of  the  colonies— Walker  was 
lound  amonj^  the  most  active  and  animated  sup- 
porters of  the  revolution,  lie  feared  not  the  re- 
sult of  the  contest — Ids  enthusiasm  was  on  the  side 
of  freedom  and  his  country.  In  almost  every  town 
of  the  country  there  were  many  still  loyal  to  the 
liritish  crown,  and  who,  though  in  common  with 
their  fellow-citizens  they  felt  its  unhallowed  op- 
pressions, were  yet  willing  to  endure  them.  'I’o 
counteract  their  exertions,  was  required  the  utmost 
vigilance  of  every  friend  of  liberty.  At  thi.s  criti- 
cal moment,  when  the  alternative  presented  of 
abandoning  the  country,  or  arresting  her  inbred 
enemies — when  personal  friendships  must  be  sacri- 
ficed at  the  altar  of  freedom,  and  the  charities  of 
privatelife.  be  broken  off  in  watchfulness  of  public 
ecemies.  Walker  was  eminently  useful. — Through 
his  patriotic  vigilance  and  that  of  his  compeers, 
the  opposition  was  silenced  and  subdued.  His 
lirmness  and  energy  gave  him  a conspicuous  rank 
among  the  worthies  of  that  era.  He  was  entrusted 
with  various  duties  by  the  government,  and  in  1776, 
was  a member  of  the  committee  of  safety  for  the 
state,  v\  ho,  in  the  recess  of  congress,  exercised  the 
powers  of  that  body’.  He  commanded  a regiment 
of  minute  men  in  New  Hampshire,  was  afterwards 
paymaster  of  the  New  Hampshire  forces,  and  served 
a campaign  at  Winter  fliii,  under  general  Sullivan. 
He  Was  a member  of  the  convention  which  formed 
our  excellent  constitution,  w'as  afterwards  frequent- 
ly elected  to  the  legislature,  and  was  ever  found 
an  undeviating  advocate  of  tiie  country.  He  was 
for  several  y ears  chief  justice  of  the  court  cf  com- 
mon pleas,  and  was  respected  for  his  uprightness 
and  candour.” 

Thus  are  the  pillars  of  the  revolution,  one  after 
another,  in  rapid  succession,  crumbling  into  dust; 
and  the  inevitable  clay  must  soon  arrive,  when  the 
few  surviving  patriarchs  of  that  memorable  and 
glorious  era  must  descend  to  the  tomb.  But  their 
names,  their  achievements,  and  their  virtues  will 
live  af.er  Miem;  and  happy  will  it  be  for  our  coun- 
try’, if  the  principles,  of  which  they  were  the  stern 
ancl  strenuous  advocates,  shall,  at  this  period  of 
new  doctrines  and  new  fashioned  republicanism, 
be  deemed  worthy  of  imitation  by  their  successors. 

MAJOR  DENNY. 

Died,  at  Pittsburgh,  on  the  22d  July,  1822,  in  the 
61st  year  of  his  age,  major  Ebenezer  Denny,  a re- 
volutionary ollicer.  He  was  born  in  Carlisle,  Penn- 
sylvania. At  the  age  of  16,  he  sailed  from  Phila- 
delphia to  the  West  Indies,  in  a letter  of  marque, 
and,  during  an  eventful  cruise,  evinced  a prudence 
and  courage  above  his  years*.  He  attracted  the  no- 
tice of  the  ship’s  officers,  in  a severe  action  with 
two  British  armed  vessels,  off  Martinique,  and  was 
promoted  to  the  command  of  the  quarter  deck. — 
But  his  native  sense  of  justice  recoiled  from  that 
service;  he  soon  afterwards  received,  unexpected- 
ly, a commission  of  ensign  in  the  Pennsylvania  line, 
and  shared  with  that  “line  of  Ireland,”  in  the  hard- 
ships and  forced  marches  of  *81.  In  Wayne’s  en- 
gagement with  the  British  infantry,  in  sight  of  the 
wliole  army  of  the  enemy,  near  Jamestown,  on  the 
6th  July,  all  the  officers  of  his  company,  except 
himself,  were  disabled  the  first  fire.  He  was  at  the 
siege  of  York,  and  the  night  the  redoubts  were 
stormed  and  taken,  was  in  the  detachment  detailed 
to  cover  the  approach  of  La  Fayette.  After  the 
capitulation,  when  a corps  of  the  allies  were  order- 
ed to  take  formal  possession  of  the  enemy’s  forts, 
he  was  selected  to  carry  the  American  standard  on 


the  occasion,  an<l  plant  it  on  the  British  intrench- 
ments.  He  was  at  the  evacuation  of  Charleston, 
and  suffered  severely  from  the  fever  prevailing 
among  the  troops  in  the  Carolinas. 

In  ’84,  when  congress  authorized  tlie  raising  of 
ten  companies  to  garrison  the  western  posts,  he  w.*s 
re-commissioned,  was  appointed  adjutant  of  the  1st 
regiment,  and  performed  the  duiies  of  brigade 
major,  and  frequently  of  quarter-master,  in  Ilar- 
mar’s  campaign  W^hen  major-general  bl.  CUir 
took  command  of  tlie  army,  he  was  appointed  his 
aid:  in  the  defeat  of  the  4th  November,  ’91,  the 
remains  of  the  wretched  and  devoted  army  were 
indebted  for  their  preservation,  in  a great  measure, 
to  ihe  active  and  efficient  assistance  he  afibrded 
the  commander-in-chief. 

He  was  present  at  the  treaty  of  fort  Washington, 
and  assisted  the  United  States’  commissioners  on 
the  occasion,  when  300  Shavvanee  warriors  were 
shaken  from  their  treacherous  purpose,  by  the  self- 
possession  and  commanding  address  of  gen.  G.  K. 
Clark.  In  ’94,  he  commanded  a battalion  of  men 
at  Presquisle,  to  protect  the  north-western  frontier 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  favor  gen.  Wayne,  by  cutting 
off  the  intercourse  between  the  “Six  Nations”  and 
the  hostile  Indians. 

In  the  late  war,  the  government  applied  to  him  to 
supply  the  north-western  army  with  provisions:  he 
did  so  in  a manner  that  justified  their  confidence, 
and  with  an  energy  and  efficiency  which  received 
the  acknowledgments  of  gen.  IlL-rrison;  the  progress 
of  whose  arms  were  greatly  facilitated  by  these  ob- 
scure but  vital  services. 

In  the  execution  of  his  own  contract  in  Penns}l- 
vania,  he  forgot  the  contr.ictor  in  the  patriot,  and 
made  heavy  sacrifices  to  furnish  troops  assembled 
on  sudden  emergencies,  at  remote  points,  when  the 
want  of  notice  released  him  from  any  obligation  to 
supply  them.  In  the  settlement  of  his  accounts, 
he  withheld  nothing  but  his  application  to  be  re- 
munerated for  such  losses.  He  commanded  the 
first  volunteer  company  raised  west  of  llie  moun- 
tains— a troop  of  horse;  and  enjoyed  the  confi- 
der.ee  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  many  civil  offices 
of  trust  and  honor. 

He  was  a man  of  sound,  manly  and  practical  un- 
derstanding, pure  morals,  plain  and  simple  dress 
and  appearance;  his  manners  and  conversation  w’ere 
frank  and  singularly  unpretending,  and  his  integri- 
ty proverbial. 


FUNERAL  PROCESSION. 

From  the  Goshen  Patriot^  Jiiiy  22,  1822. 

On  Saturday,  the  20th,  the  battalion  of  cadets 
from  West  Point,  to  the  number  of  210,  encamped 
in  the  village.  They  were  received  and  treated 
with  as  much  respect  and  attention,  as  could  rea- 
sonably  be  expected  from  so  small  a village  as  Go- 
shen. On  Sunday,  about  100  of  them  attended 
church  in  a body,  and  made  a very  handsome  ap- 
pearance. 

On  Monday  morning,  the22d,  the  people  began  to 
assemble  in  crowds,  at  an  early  hour,  to  witness  the 
public  solemnities  which  were  announced  to  take 
place  on  that  day.  At  ten  o’clock  the  preparations 
commenced.  The  cavalry,  the  infantry,  the  cadets, 
the  mourners,  the  clergy,  survivors  of  the  Mini- 
sink battle,  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution, 
military  officers  in  uniform,  civil  and  judicial  offi- 
cers,  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  medical  society,  ma- 
sonic brethren,  &c.  &C.  all  collected  ard  moving 
from  different  points,  the  same  time,  to  join  the 
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procession,  formed  a most  sublime,  interesting,  and 
solemn  scene. 

Under  the  judicious  management  of  major  Worth, 
marshal  of  the  day,  and  his  aids,  all  confusion  and 
disorder  V7as  prevented,  and  every  branch  of  the 
procession  took  its  appointed  station  in  the  line 
without  the  least  interruption. 

The  procession  was  formed  immediately  a^^er 
1-2  o’clock.  The  bones  of  the  brave  men,  who  fell 
It  prey  to  the  merciless  savages  and  painted  tories, 
fit  the  battle  of  Minisink,  having  been  deposited  in 
two  plain  mahogany  coffins,  at  the  house  of  James 
W.  Carpenter,  were  brought  out,  shrouded  in  black, 
surrounded  by  16  grey-headed  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  revolution,  as  pall  bearers,  and  placed  each 
upon  a separate  hearse  drawn  by  two  white  horses. 

Thirteen  of  the  sons  of  those  who  fell  on  that 
disastrous  day-rnriajor  Tusten,  capt.  Barker,  H.  G. 
Wisner,  esq.  Moses  Thomas,esq.  Michael  A.  Jones, 
Jonathan  Bennett,  Samuel  Bennett,  John  Little, 
Alsop  Vail,  Samuel  Vail,  Jared  Mesher,  Wm,  Ba- 
ker, and  John  Knap,  followed  as  chief  mourners, 
and  besides  them  there  were  along  train  of  remote 
connexi  ms. 

All  things  being  ready,  the  mournful  music  struck 
up,  and  the  line  moved  off  with  a slow  and  solemn 
step.  Both  sides  of  the  streets  were  lined  with 
spectators,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  nearly  a mile 
— every  house  was  full,  and  every  sloop  was  crowd- 
ed. The  whole  procession,  which  was  Something 
like  a half  a mile  in  length,  moved  with  great  re- 
gularity and  precision,  and  minute  gun§  were  fired, 
and  the  bell  tolled  during  the  march,  ’ 

When  the  procession  arrived  at  the  pl^ce  of  in- 
terment, the  battalion  of  cadets  first  encircled  the 
vault,  which  had  been  hewn  out  of  a rock  on  the 
south  side  of  the  church-next  to  them  were  drawn 
up,  in  succession,  the  different  societies  and  the 
military;  and  then  the  citizens,  who  had  only  been 
spectators.  A stage  was  erected  near  the  vault, 
where  the  solemn  services  were  performed.  Here 
we  beheld  an  interesting  spectacle— gen.  Hathorn, 
who  commanded  that  unfortunate  expedition,  as  a 
colonel,  forty-three  years  before,  now  verging  up^ 
on  eighty — on  his  left,  major  Poppino,  wlio  was  an 
officer  under  him  in  the  same  battle,  now  96  years 
of  age,  and  Thomas  Waters,  about  60,  also  in  the 
same  battle.  Although  96  year^  of  age,  major  Pop- 
pino  walked  with  the  procession,  and  was  one  of 
the  pall-bearers. 

As  soon  as  the  procession  was  formed  around  the 
vault,  the  solemnities  were  opened  with  prayer,  by 
the  rev.  Mr.  Fisk.  The  rev.  Mr.  Wilson  then  de- 
livered  an  address  upon  the  occasion.  He  first  took 
a view  of  the  scriptural  authority  applicable  to  the 
case— spoke  of  the  removal  of  the  bones  of  Jacob, 
of  Joseph,  and  of  others,  recorded  in  scripture — 
he  gave  us  a history  of  the  battle  of  Minisink,  and 
the  circumstances  attending  it— and  concluded  by 
calling  the  attention  of  the  multitude  to  the  re- 
surrection pf  the  dead  and  the  day  of  judgment. 

We  understand  it  is  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee  of  arrangement  to  solicit  a copy  of  Mr.  Wil- 
jSon’s  address  for  publication. 

After  Mr.  Wilson  concluded,  the  coffins  were 
letdown  into  the  vault.  Mr.  Wilson  then  took 
general  Hathorn  by  the  hand -introduced  him' to 
the  multitude,  and  read  a short  address,  which  the 
general  had  prepared,  on  occasion  of  his  being  ap- 
pointed to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  the  moitument, 
but  which,  in  consequence  of  his  age  and  infirmi- 
ties, he  found  himself  unable  to  deliver  sufficient- 
ly loud  to  be  heard.  Gen.  Hathorn  and  Mr.  Wa- 
ters went  down  into  the  vault  and  laid  the  corner- 


stone.  Prayer  was  again  offered  up,  by  the  rev. 
Mr.  Cotter. 

Three  vollies  of  musketry  'acre  fired  over  the 
vault  by  the  cadets,  v/hich  closed  the  ceremonies. 

The  number  of  persons  assemMfd  on  tliis  inte- 
resting occasion  has  been  vsrionsly  estimated — but 
the  best  founded  calculations  we  have  heard,  make.s 
out  2000  carriages  of  all  descriptions,  aver.-ging 
five  persons  each — and  this  is  perhaps  not  too  high, 
for  most  of  them  were  two  horse  waggons,  crowd- 
ed  full,  some  with  eight  or  ten  in — besides  these, 
there  were  great  numbers  on  horseback  and  on 
foot,  so  that  the  whole  could  not  have  fallen  much 
short  of  twelve  thousand. 

As  soon  as  the  funeral  v/as  over  the  people  be- 
gan to  disperse — no  accident  happened— and  the 
whole  day  was  spent  in  a manner  becoming  the  oc- 
casion. 

Although  some  may  be  disposed  to  make  light  of 
this  business, 'and  call  it  a mere  catch-penny  trick  fop 
the  benefit  of  tavernkeepers;  yet  not  so  with  the 
patriot  and  philanthropist — many  a manly  tear  was 
shed  on  this  occasion — we  saw  the  big  drop  roll 
down  the  furrowed  cheek  of  the  grey-headed  pa- 
triot, at  the  recollection  of  the  past  and  the  pre- 
sent; and  there  were  few  that  attended  the  solem- 
nities whose  hearts  were  not  solemnized. 

We  have  here  given  a simple  statement  of  facts 
— we  attempt  not  to  embellish — it  is  notan  occa- 
sion which  requests  it.  We  have  done  our  duty — 
the  memory  of  the  brave  and  the  unfortunate  have 
been  honored.  Better  late  than  never. 

The  cadets  remained  at  their  encampment  until 
Thursday  morning,  when  they  took  up  their  march 
for  Montgomery,  thence  to  Newburg,  and  on  to 
West  Point.  They  conducted  themselves  with  de- 
cency and  propriety  while  here,  and  the  people 
were  much  pleased  with  their  uniform  appearance, 
their  military  discipline,  and  their  band  of  music. 


British  Political  Catechism. 

Dedicated,  without  permission,  to  his  most  serene 
highness  Omar,  bashaw,  dey  and  governor  of  the 
warlike  city  and  kingdom  of  Algiers;  the  earl  of 
Liverpool,  lord  Castlereagh  and  co.  by  an  Eng- 
lishman. 

Question.  What  is  the  present  state  of  old  Eng- 
land.^ 

Answer.  It  exhibits  the  two  extremes  of  human 
condition;  wealth  and  extravagance  on  one  hand, 
r-nd  want  and  wretchedness  on  the  other. 

Q.  How  does  this  appear? 

A.  1’he  state  pensioners  are  wallowing  in  luxury, 
and  paupers  are  pining  on  alms;  the  ministers  are 
all  confidence,  and  the  people  all  despair;  the  mi- 
litary are  superbly  clothed,  and  the  poor  are  in 
rags;  the  court  is  feasting,  and  the  cottage  is  fast- 
ing. 

Q.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  unnatural  state  of 
things.? 

A,  It  arises  from  various  causes. 

Q.  Which  is  the  principal.? 

A.  The  unequal  and  very  imperfect  state  of  our 
representation,  in  the  cominons*  house  of  parlia- 
ment. 

Q.  How  is  the  house  of  commons  constituted.? 

A.  In  some  instances  one  man  sends  two  mem- 
bers; 12  are  returned  by  eleven  electors;  90  are 
placemen  and  pensioners;  a majority  of  the  whole 
house  are  returned  by  154  lords  and  commoners; 
.106  are  sent  by  165  individuals. 

Q.  How  is  the  inequality  of  our  representation 

manifested? 
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A.  In  t!)is  way;  Newton,  in  Hants,  has  one  elec 
tor  and  two  members,  but  Manchester  has  no  repre- 
sentative;—Midhurst,  in  Sussex,  has  one  elector 
and  two  members,  but  Shellield  has  no  represents 
live; — Old  Sarum,  in  Wilts,  has  one  elector  and 
two  members,  and  Birmingham  has  no  represents 
live. 

Q.  Is  the  constitution  silent  on  this  subject? 

A.  Far  from  i»:  magna  charta,  the  the  bill  of  rights, 
and  the  act  of  settlemait^  are  all  very  explicit  up- 
on it. 

In  v/hat  light  are  these  pillars  of  the  consti- 
tution to  be  considered? 

A.  They  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and 
are  as  binding  upon  every  branch  of  the  govern- 
ment, as  the  common  lav/  is  upon  the  subject? 

Q.  What  does  the  act  ol  settlement  say  in  refer- 
ence to  this  doctrine? 

A.  It  asserts,  that  *‘all  the  kings  and  queens  who 
shall  ascend  the  throne  of  these  realms,  ought  to 
administer  the  government  of  the  same  according  to 
the  laws,  and  all  their  ofhcers  and  ministers  ought 
to  serve  them  respectively,  according  to  the  same  ” 

Q.  Ought  every  man  to  be  represented  in  parlia- 
ment? 

A.  The  law  of  the  land  says,  “that  every  man 
in  England  is  supposed  to  be  present  in  parlia- 
ment, either  by  himself,  or  by  his  representative; 
and  that  representation  shall  be  co-extensive  with 
taxation.” 

Q.  How,  then,  ought  taxes  to  be  raised? 

A.  The  law  of  the  land  says,  “that  money  shall 
not  be  taken  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people,  in 
the  shape  of  taxes,  without  their  consent,  or  the 
conse  ! of  their  representatives.” 

Q.  Is  it  allowable  for  government  to  bribe,  or 
otherwise  infiuence  electors? 

A.  I’he  law  of  the  land  says,  “that  elections 
shall  be  free  and  unbiassed.” 

Q.  Are  placemen  and  pensioners  eligible  to  serve 
as  representatives? 

A.  The  law  of  the  land  says,  “that  no  person, 
who  has  an  office  or  place  of  profit  under  the  king, 
or  who  receives  a pension  from  the  crown,  shall  be 
capable  of  serving  as  a member  of  the  house  of 
commons.” 

Q.  What  is  the  constitutional  period  for  v/hich 
parliaments  were  originally  chosen? 

A.  The  law  of  the  land  says,  “that  parliament 
shall  be  annual.” 

Q.  Is  it  legal  to  buy  or  sell  seats  in  the  house  of 
commons? 

A.  The  law  of  the  land  says,  “that  seats  in  the 
house  shall  not  be  bought  or  sold.” 

Q.  Has  any  one  ever  been  convicted  of  this? 

A.  In  the  year  1809,  a cabinet  minister  w'as  found 
guilty  of  bartering  for  a seat  in  an  honorable 
bly;  for  which  he  was  punished  by  an  expression  of 
horror  from  the  chair. 

Q.  In  how  many  ways,  then,  has  the  constitution 
been  violated? 

A.  In  the  unequal  state  of  the  representation — 
in  raising  taxes  without  the  consent  of  the  people — 
in  bribery  at  election — in  allowing  placemen  and 
pensioners  to  sit  in  parliament— in  extending  the 
duration  of  parliaments — and  in  trafficking  for 
seats  in  an  honorable  house. 

Q,  Of  what  is  that  man  guilty  who  breaks  the 
lav/? 

A.  Of  disloyalty. 

Q.  How  does  this  appear? 

A.  From  the  word  law— in  the  French  language 
'at— fidelity  to  which  constitutes  loyalty. 

Who,  then,  is  the  most  loyal  man? 


A.  He  who  is  the  most  faithful  supporter  of  the 
laws  of  his  country. 

Q.  Of  what  is  he  guilty  who  violates  the  consti- 
tuiion—the  supreme  law  of  the  land? 

A.  Not  of  disloyalty  only,  but  also  of  treason 
against  the  state. 

Q.  Wuici!  IS  the  nc.xt  pow'erful  cause  of  our  pre- 
sent distress? 

A.  The  next  cause— arising  out  of  the  preceding- 
one — is  the  enormous  taxation  with  which  we  are 
loaded. 

Q.  What  is  the  amount  of  the  taxes  which  are 
now  required? 

A.  Seventy  millions  a year. 

Q.  How  are  these  taxes  distributed? 

A.  .More  than  forty  millions  a year  go  to  pay  the 
interest  of  what  is  called  the  national  debt. 

Q.  What  is  the  amount  of  this  debt? 

A One  thousand  millions. 

Q How  soon  might  one  count  this  debt,  if  it  were 
all  in  one  pound  notes? 

A.  lly  counting  sixty  hours  each  week,  at  the 
rate  of  sixty  notes  in  a minute,  one  might  perform 
it  in  a little  more  than  eighty-nine  years! 

Q.  How  has  it  been  incurred? 

A.  One  part  of  it  in  fighting  against  the  Bour- 
bons, and  the  other  part  in  fighting  for  them. 

Q.  When  will  Uiis  debt  be  liquidated? 

A.  Never 

Q.  How  long  will  the  interest  of  it  be  paid? 

A.  Not  long. 

Q.  How  are  the  other  taxes  disposed  of? 

A.  In  the  payment  of  the  civil  list,  placemen, 
pensioners,  and  sinecurists;  and  in  defraying  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  government. 

Q.  Have  all  those  who  are  in  the  receipt  of  this 
money  rendered  any  important  services  to  the 
state? 

A.  Many  of  them  are  only  known  to  the  country 
by  the  vast  sums  which  they  receive  from  it,  or 
by  the  great  injuries  which  they  have  inflicted  up- 
on it. 


Q.  Who  are  they,  and  what  do  they  receive.’ 

A.  Take  for  a sample — 

Lord  Arden,  who  has,  (per  annum),  ^39,000 

Earl  Bathurst, 33,000 

Earl  Camden, 23,000 

Marquis  of  Buckingham,  . . . 23.000 

Earl  Cathcart, 14,000 

Duke  of  Manchester,  ....  14,000 
Duke  of  Richmond,  ....  12,000 

Earl  Hardwicke, 11,000 

Lord  Lake,4 10,000 

Hon. 'rhos. Knox 10,000 

Q.  Are  any  other  demands  made  upon  the  coun- 


try? 

A.  Yes;  poor  rates  and  tythes. 

Q.  W'hat  is  the  amount  of  the  poor  rates? 

A.  In  1815  it  was  about  ten  millions;  but,  from 
the  increased  and  increasing  distress  of  the  poor,, 
it  is  believed  that,  in  the  present  year,  twenty  mil- 
lions will  be  found  insufficient. 

Q.  What  will  be  the  amount  of  tythes  this  year.’ 

A.  About  six  millions. 

Q.  Are  they  necessary  to  the  support  of  the 
church? 

A.  The  church  may  require  them;  but  christiani- 
ty  does  not. 

Q.  Is  the  church  of  England  poor? 

A.  Not  very;  the  bishoprick  of 

Durham,  is  worth,  (a  year),  . . if24,000 

Canterbury, 20,000 

Winchester,  . , . • « 18,000 

York,  , . . . . . 14,000 
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Ely 12,000 

London, 9 000 

And  some  others  a few  thousands  less. 

Q.  Do  the  people  of  any  other  country  pay  so 
much  in  taxes,  &c.  as  we  do? 

A.  No:  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica pay,  annually,  from  four  to  five  millions  ster» 
ling,  in  taxes  of  every  description. 

Q.  How  much  is  that  per  head  on  the  whole  po- 
pulation of  the  United  States? 

A.  About  tMrelve  shillings;  or  ^/ircc  pounds  for  a 
man  with  a wife  and  three  children. 

Q.  What  is  the  average  amount  of  taxes  each 
individual  in  this  country? 

A.  About  eight  pounds  a year,  or  f ivtu  pounds 
for  a man  with  a wife  and  three  children. 

Q.  Do  the  people  of  the  United  States  pay  any 
poor  rates? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Do  they  pay  any  tythes? 

A.  Not  any. 

Q.  Have  they,  then,  no  established  church  to  sup- 
port? 

A.  Nothing  of  the  kind. 

Q.  Do  the  French  pay  any  poor  rales? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  tythes? 

A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  the  plain  inference  from  these  facts? 

A.  That  as  our  burdens  are  heavier,  so  are  our 
•distresses  greater  than  those  of  any  other  country. 

Q.  By  what  other  means  has  our  ruin  been  acce- 
lerated? 

A.  By  engaging  in  unnecessary  and  un  just  wars. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  Wiiliam  Pitt  enter  into 
a war  with  France,  in  the  ye.ar  1795? 

A.  To  destroy  liberty  abroad,  and  to  establislj 
despotism  at  home. 

Q.  How  much  has  the  war  against  France  increas- 
ed the  public  debt? 

A.  Upwards  of  seven  hundred  millions. 

Q.  How  much  has  the  public  expenditure  been, 
in  one  year,  during  the  late  war? 

A.  In  1812,  the  total  atnount  was  one  liundred 
and  twelve  millions,  three  hundred  and  four  thou- 
sand, three  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds,  three 
shillings  and  seven  pence. 

Q.  What  have  b&en  the  immediate  effects  of  this 
war? 

A.  An  advance  in  the  price  of  1-nd,  and  of  the 
necessaries  of  life;  the  ruin  of  our  trade  at  home, 
and  of  our  commerce  abroad. 

Q.  Why  was  not  land  reduced  to  a peace  price, 
when  peace  was  made? 

A.  Because  a system  of  extravagance  and  in- 
creased expenditure  was  engrafied  on  the  war  and 
retrenchment  became  the  most  dllhcuit  of  all  du- 
ties. 

Q.  But  was  it  not  reasonable  to  expect  that  the 
diminished  demand  for  agricultural  produce,  con- 
sequent on  the  peace,  would  cause  an  immediate 
reduction  in  the  price;  and  that  this  would  affect 
the  value  of  land? 

A.  This  result  was  intentionally  prevented  by  an 
infamous  corn  bill,-  wliich  in  its  operations  has  kept 
up  the  value  of  land  andt!»e  price  cf  bread  to  pretty 
near  the  war  maximuo-;  whilst  labor  has  been  kept 
down  to  the  peace  minimum. 

Q.  Will  the  high  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
affect  our  manufacturers? 

A.  Very  materially:  for  if  to  the  usual  value  of 
labor  we  add  the  increased  price  of  food,  the  cost 
of  our  manufactured  articles  will  be  proportionate- 
ly advanced;  and  the  British  merchant  will,  incon- 


sequence, be  unable  to  come  in  competition  with 
any  other  in  the  foreign  market. 

Q.  What  is  to  be  expected,  as  the  natural  result 
of  this  state  of  things? 

A.  The  manufacturers  must  inevitably  suffer: 
first  the  employer  and  then  the  employed:  the  form- 
er will  remove  the  disadvantage  from  himself,  as 
long  as  possible,  by  controling  the  wages;  the  lat- 
ter must  submit  to  his  fate. 

Q.  But,  may  not  the  time  come  when  both  must 
suffer? 

A.  That  period  is  now  arrived,  and  both  are  fast 
sinking  together;  the  one  into  splendid  ruin,  the 
other  into  degrading  pauperism. 

Q.  But  may  not  this  distress  be  alleviated  by 
some  temporary  expedients? 

A.  If  by  expedients  are  meant  soup  shops  and 
subscriptions,  experience  has  pronounced  them  to 
be  worse  than  useless,  and  perfectly  deceitful, 

Q.  V7hat  is  the  amount  of  the  subscription  late- 
ly set  on  foot  at  the  London  tavern? 

A.  It  is  now  very  near  42,000/.;  which  is  about 
3,000/.  more  than  lord  Arden  receives  every  year 
for  doing  nothing;  and  would  afford  to  every  poor 
individual  in  the  country  about  two  pennyworth 
of  soup. 

Q.  Have  not  some  persons  received  more? 

A.  Yes;  but  others  have  got  nothing. 

Q.  What  do  the  poor  want.'^ 

A.  IVages^  not  alms;  ivorh,  not  charity. 

Q.  Suppose,  then,  government  v.'ere  to  adopt  a 
system  of  relrenchmentf  would  not  this  give  us  some 
relief? 

A.  Ministers  have  already  deceived  us  with  pre- 
tentions of  this  sort;  they  have  fallen  foul  on  a few 
little  mole  hills,  and  have  left  the  mighty  moun- 
tains untouched. 

Q.  In  what,  then,  can  a remedy  be  found  for  the 
extreme  distress  under  which  '*ve  suffer? 

A.  In  a radical  reform  of  the  commons*  house  of 
parliament, 

Q.  But  how  can  a reform  in  the  representation 
alone  relieve  us? 

A.  Byrestoring  to  the  people  their  constituUon- 
al  share  in  the  government;  when  they  will  be  en- 
abled, by  their  representative.s,  to  prevent  all  un- 
necessary wars,  to  abolish  all  useless  places,  to 
compound  for  all  unmerited  pensions  and  sinecures, 
to  diminish  exorbitant  salaries,  to  reduce  the  whole 
expenditure  of  government,  and  to  make  sue!)  laws 
only  as  will  promote  the  welfare  of  the  country 
and  the  happiness  of  the  people. 

Q.  Wl'.y  IS  this  measure  never  supported,  if  it 
will  answer  such  valuable  purposes? 

A.  This  measure  has  been,  and  is  still  supported, 
by  the  real  friends  to  the  constitution  and  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country. 

Q.  Who  are  they  that  have  defended  it? 

A.  Tiie  great  lord  Chatham  was  one  was  so  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  it,  in  his  time,  that  he 
publicly  declared,  “if  the  house  were  not  reform* 
ed  ivithin,  it  would  be  reformed  fro?n  7vithout,wiil\ 
a vengeance.”  And  his  son,  William  Pitt,  assured 
the  same  house  of  commons,  “that,  without  a re- 
form, no  honest  man  could  be  a minister.” 

Q.  Why,  then,  did  not  Mr.  Pitt  support  the  at- 
tempts for  parliamentary  reform  when  he  was  mi- 
nister. 

A.  Because  he  was  too  young  and  too  weak  to 
resist  the  blandishments  of  power,  at  the  first;  and 
because  he  afterwards  discovered  that  his  influ- 
ence and  authority  were  a thousand  times  greater 
in  a corrupt  house  of  borough-mongering  syco- 
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phanls,  than  it  would  have  been  over  the  real  and 
faiiliful  representatives  of  the  people. 

Q.  Does  it  not  seem,  from  this,  that  no  minister 
will  consent,  freely,  to  a radical  reform? 

A It  does  appear  so;  but  such  an  event  does  not 
entirely  depend  upon  any  minister:  the  sovereign, 
or  the  regent  acting  in  his  name,  can,  at  any  time, 
change  all  his  ministers,  and  can  form  an  adminis 
tration  composed  of  such  men  as  are  friendly  tore- 
form. 

Q Hut  is  it  likely  that  the  regent  will  be  in- 
duced to  separate  himself  from  those  who  enable 
lii-m  to  gr.i’ifv  all  his  desires? 

A.  This  must  depend  upon  circumstances;  if  the 
nlternaiive  should  ever  be — as  there  is  much  rea- 
son to  apprehend  it  will — that  he  must  either  be 
.separated  from  the  enemies  of  reform,  ov  from  the 
people,  h;  surely  will  not  hesitate  to  decide  in  his 
own  favor,  and  consult  his  own  safety. 

Q.  Wliat,  then,  should  the  people  do? 

A.  They  should,  one  and  all,  petition  the  regent 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  restore  to  them  a 
consliuitional  share  in  the  government — a voice  in 
their  own  house — by  giving  them  a full,  free  and 
f.t’.r  represen iaiion. 

Q.  Hut  is  it  not  in  the  power  of  a wicked  minis- 
ter to  withhold  such  petition  from  the  prince.? 

A.  It  must  be  confessed  that  this  is  too  often 
the  case.  If,  however,  this  ivhole  tiation  should  ad- 
tlress  tiie  throne,  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that 
any  man,  liowevcr  abandoned,  would  incur  the  re- 
sji.Mi.sihility  wl.icli  would  necessarily  attach  to  such 
infamous  conduct. 

Q.  y\re  not  tiiose  who  petition  for  reform  liable 
to  be  Called  jac.obin'^,  and  to  be  stigmatized  as  fac- 
tious, designing  men. 

.A.  Yes;  but  it  is  only  by  tho.se  who  are  interest- 
ed in  the  support  of  a corrupt  system,  and  by  their 
ignorant  friemls.  Reformers  are  the  truly,  if  not 
the  only,  loyal  men. 

Q,  lias  it  not  been  said,  that  public  meetings 
have  a tendency  to  disturb  the  peace  of  society.? 

A.  Happily,  they  have  an  exactly  contrary  effect: 
tliey  serve  to  convince  the  lower  orders  of  the  peo 
pde  tiiatil-.cy  iiavelVien  is  wliojfetl  for  their  distresses, 
and  who  lauor  to  remove  tliersi:  and  thus  the  poor 
and  ignorant  are  prevented  from  recujring  to  those 
illegal  measures  which  appear  to  them  the  only 
remedies  w'ithin  their  power. 

Q.  Is  it  necessary,  then,  that  petitions  should  be 
as  numerous  as  pos;>iblc? 


medals,  andall  otherjcollections  of  andquities,  sta- 
tuary, modelling,  painting,  drawing,  etching  or 
engraving,  specially  imported  by  order  and  for  the 
u>e  of  any  society  incorporated  for  philosophical  or 
iiierary  purposes,  or  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
fine  arts,  or  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  any  seminary 
of  learning y 

To  justify  an  encroachment  upon  this  tariff,  by 
the  e.xem[)tion  of  particular  articles,  we  should 
consider  its  effects  and  understand  its  bearing  upon 
tiie  general  system.  It  is  possiole  tiiat  the  exemp- 
tion required  would  be  chiefly  felt  in  the  price  of 
article  exempted,  and  the  manufacture  of  paper 
and  printing  types;  and  that  its  influence  would  be 
imperceptible  or  trifling  upon  the  other  branches 
of  enterprise  and  industry.  It  may  then  be  consi- 
dered in  its  operations  upon  the  manufactures,  the 
revenue,  and  the  consumption. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  has  placed 
authors  under  the  protection  of  congress.  Essen- 
tial to  this  protection  is  the  encouragement  of 
printing.  Could  fofeigners  maintain  a successful 
compeiition  with  the  American  publisher,  the  Ame- 
rican auilmr  would  experience  embarrassment  and 
disappointment;  foreign  books  would  inundate  the 
literary  market,  and  even  his  own  productions, 
from  a foreign  press,  might  be  made  to  impair,  if 
not  defeat,  his  exclusive  right. 

The  art  of  printing,  in  the  United  States,  is  rapid- 
ly  advancing  to  its  highest  perfection.  Samples 
have  already  been  produced,  which  will  scarcely 
sulfer  by  comparison  with  t!ie  best  specimens 


other  nations.  Still  the  art  has  to  encounter 

barrassments.  Comparatively,  ourcapital  is  small, 
labor  high,  and  our  skill  aot  perfect.  Such  is  our 
enterprise,  that  Amsricai'  competition  has  already 
done  much  to  diminish  profit  and  impede  success. 
Remove  tiiis  protecting  ..uty,  and  foreigners,  par- 
ticularly the  Hritish,  v/bo  speak  the  same  language, 
V,  hose  labor  is  cheap,  and  skill  matured,  may  over- 
whelm our  market,  and  become  the  exclusive 
book  makers  for  the  United  Stales. 

Connecied  with  this,  is  the  duty  on  paper.  Tlie 
manufacturer  of  this  pri.ucipal  article  of  the  printer’s 
consumpiion  is  protected  by  an  ad  valorem  of  thirty 
per  c::nt.  So  long  as  this  operatc.s  as  a protection  to 
the  paper  maker,  it  is  a tax  on  the  book  maker.— 
By  this  partial  interference,  tiiercfore,  you  leave 
the  burden,  while  you  remove  the  equivalent. 

^ T!ie  manufacture  printing  types  in  the  United 
Stales  13  of  recent  origin:  such,  however,  has  been 


A.  Yes;  every  county,  city,  town,  village,  and  i its  progress,  that,  in  1816,  congress  determined  that 
hamlet,  evei  y l,o;u  .st  man  in  the  empire,  should  as- 1 the  manufacturer  required,  and  the  consumer  could 

semhle  on  constuulionul  ground,  to  petiliori  for  con- 
stitnlional  vefornu 


Litcratui 


.*e. 


could 

sustain,  an  impost  of  twenty  five  per  cent.  But,  in- 
asmuch  as  this  art  may  be  considered  as  still  in 
its  infancy,  the  competition  at  home  will  not,  for  a 
long  time,  create  a depression  of  the  price,  and  this 
duty  will,  consequently,  remain  a tax  on  American 
printing. 


Tn  senate  of  the  United  Scales — /nanary  3, 1822. 
Tlie  committee  on  finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  trustees  of  the  Transylvania 
University,  praying  for  a repeal  of  the  duties  on 
books  imported  into  tlie  United  Slates, 

HE  pou  r; 

That  the  act  of  congress  of  the  27th  April,  1816, 
e.stablishing  the  existing  tarifl’,  has  included  books 
among  tlie  unenumerated  articles,  at  an  ad  valorem 
of  15  per  cent. 

The  second  section  of  that  act  exempts  from  duty 
'’all  articles  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  pliilo 
sophicul  apparatus,  instruments,  books,  maps,  sta- 
tues, busts,  ca.sts,  paintings,  drawings,  engravings, 
specimens  of  sculpture,  cabinet?  of  coins,  gems, 


In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  is  apprehended  that 
It  would  be  unequal,  impolitic,  and  unjust,  to  single 
out  this  important  branch  of  industry,  strip  it  of  all 
protection,  and  leave  it  to  struggle  with  powerful 
competitors,  to  its  serious  embarrassment,  and  pro- 
bable destruction. 

But  the  protection  of  the  manufacturer,  and  the 
burden  upon  the  consumer,  are  not  only  objects  of 
consideration  in  establishing  a tariff  on  importa- 
tions. It  is  our  principal,  and,  ordinarily,  our  only 
source  of  revenue.  Flourishing  as  our  revenues 
are  said  to  be,  it  seems  to  be  agreed  that  we  have 
no  money  to  spare.  “Loans,  which  consume  the 
future,”  have  become  necessary,  and  rigorous  econo- 
my and  retrenchment  must  be  enjoined  and  prac- 
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tised  to  prevent  a recurrence  to  this  pernicious  ex- 
pedient. 

The  exemption  required  would  probably  dimi- 
nish the  revenue  beyond  the  amount  of  the  duty 
repealed.  Should  American  printing  diminish,  it 
would  cause  a corresponding  diminution  of  the 
materials  of  consumption;  and  the  impost  on  paper 
and  types  would  probably  vanish  almost  cO;em- 
poraneously  wit!»  that  on  books.  It  ought,  more* 
over,  to  be  noticed,  that  in  lilngland  there  is  a 
-bounty  or  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  British 
bof>ks  of  three  pence  sterling  on  the  pomid  weight. — 
Now,  inasmuch  as  our  duty  is  ad  valarem^  and  their 
bounty  is  speafic^  not  according  to  the  value^  but 
the  iveigkt  of  the  book,  their  cheap  editions  may  be 
imported  into  the  United  States  at  a premium  which 
will  about  balance  our  duty  o\' fifteen  per  cent.  Their 
more  expensive  editions^  and  all  books  in  foreign 
languages,  are  chiefly  wanted  for  our  literary  insti- 
tutions, and  for  these  they  are  already  free.  The 
inquiry  then  is,  what  portion  of  the  community  re- 
quires  this  repeal?  Every  college,  academy,  and 
other  seminar),  and  every  corporation  for  literary 
purposes,  is  no  w exempt.  All  members  and  silidenis 
of  these  institutions  are  consequently  exonerated  of 
the  burden  of  this  tax.  The  question  recurs  who  is 
to  experience  the  benefit  of  the  exemption?  Surely 
not  the  instructors  nor  students  in  the  higher 
branches  ofliterature,  for  they  are  already  relieved; 
certainly  not  the  members  of  our  common  schools, 
for  ordinary  British  editions  are  compensated  by  a 
boiiniy;  American  school  books  are  plenty  and 
ciieap,  and  those  in  foreign  languages  are  not  re- 
quired for  general  use.  And  it  ia  equally  certain 
that  our  manufactures  forbid  it,  and  our  treasury 
can  scarcely  afford  it.  None  then  but  the  profes- 
sional gentlemen  who  can  afford  to  extend  his  li- 
brary beyond  the  resources  of  American  publish- 
ers, or  the  scholar  of  wealth  and  leisure,  who  would 
indulge  his  taste  in  selecting  the  most  elegant  and 
expensive  editions  of  foreign  authors,  can  be  inte- 
rested in  its  favor.  And  is  it  expedient,  at  this 
time,  to  interpose  this  relief? 

To  tax  foreign  luxuries  is  a dictate  of  the  sound- 
est policy.  Expensive  and  highly  finished  editions 
are  as  much  a luxury  as  any  other  extravagant  ex- 
penditure. A moderate  duly  on  such  books,  to  be 
limited  almost  exclusively  to  gentlemen  of  weaMi, 
could  never  subject  us  to  the  imputation  of  an  indif- 
ference to  education.  Few  nations,  perb.aps,  have 
done  more  for  the  diffusion  of  knowledge.  In  the 
endowments  and  support  of  primary  schools  we  are 
second  to  none.  Great  Britain  exacts  an  impost  on 
all  imported  books,  and  allows  a bounty  on  the 
exportation  of  her  own.  France  exacts  a specific 
duty  on  one  hundred  franks  per  hundred  killogram- 
mes  on  books  in  the  French  language.  To  those 
reprinted  from  French  editions  is  added  fifty  per 
cent,  and  pirated  editions  are  entirely  prohibited. 
There  is,  however,  a deduction  of  fifty  per  cent, 
for  scientific  memoirs^  and  of  ninety  per  cent,  for 
books  in  the  dead  or  foreign  languages.  Spain 
admits  free  of  duty  books,  maps,  and  charts,  on  the 
subject  of  navigation,  v/hen  introduced  for  pur- 
poses of  instruction.  But  we  have  surpassed  them, 
and  have  not  improbably  exceeded  the  limits  of  a 
sound  and  enlightened  policy. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  English  is  our  native 
and  ordinary  language.  It  is  spoken  as  universally 
and  purely  as  in  England /itself.  But  lately,  we 
were  a part  of  the  British  empire;  from  thence  we 
have  derived  many  of  our  habits,  customs  and  laws. 
We  still  esteem  Great  Britain  eminent  in  arts, 
sciences,  policy,  and  power*  Our  principal  and 


subordinate  seminaries  of  learning  are  chiefly  fur- 
nished with  British  bhoks,  and  our  youth  are  taught 
by  British  authors,  wedded  o their  own  'instil u- 
tions,  and  exuBingly  proud  of  their  country,  con- 
stitution, and  laws.  These  means  of  a foreign  in- 
fluence have  long  been  perceived,  and  have  excit- 
ed the  jealousy  of  grave  and  intelligent  politicians. 
Our  government  is  peculiar  to  ourselves,  and  our 
books  of  instruction  should  be  adapted  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  government,  and  the  genius  of  the  peo- 
ple. In  the  best  cf  foreign  books,  we  are  liable  to 
meet  with  criticisms  and  comparisons  not  very  flat- 
tering to  the  American  people.  In  American  edi- 
tions of  these,  the  offensive  or  illiberal  parts  are  ex- 
punged or  explained,  and  the  work  is  adapted  to 
the  exigencies  and  taste  of  an  American  reader.  But 
with  draw  the  protection  which  our  tariff  affords, 
our  channels  of  instruction  will  foreign, ovxt  youth 
will  imbibe  sentiments,  form  attachments,  and  ac- 
quire habits  of  thinking  adverse  to  our  prosperity, 
unfriendly  to  our  government,  and  dangerous  to 
our  liberties.  Your  committee,  therefore,  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is,  at  this  lime,  inexpedient  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  bocks. 

Constitutional  Arguments. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  R.  M.  JOHNSON,  OF  KEN. 

IK  THE  SEKATE,  JAKCAHV  14,  1822, 

On  the  following  amendment  proposed  by  him  to 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States; 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  home  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled,, 
T'hat  the  following  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  legislatures 
of  the  several  states,  whicli,  when  ratified  by  the 
legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  the  states,  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the 
said  constitution: 

“That,  in  all  controversies  where  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  extend  to  any  case  in  law  or  equity,  arising  un- 
der this  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales, 
or  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under 
their  authority,  and  to  v.diich  a slate  shall  be  a 
party,  and  in  all  controversies  in  which  a state 
desire  to  become  a party,  in  consequence  ot  leaving 
the  constitution  or  laws  of  such  state  questioned, 
the  senate  of  the  United  States  shall  have  appellate 
jurisdiction.” 

Mr.  Johnson  said,  the  con.stilution  of  the  United 
States  contains  a clause,  prescribing  the  manner  in 
which  amendments  may  be  obtained.  T his  is  con- 
clusive evidence  that  the  wise  men  wlio  framed  it 
were  of  opinion  that  experience  would  develope 
imperfections  in  the  system,  which  might  require 
a remedy.  The  models  of  antiquity,  with  a!i  ihe 
Improvements  of  modern  times,  in  relation  to  con- 
federated governments,  w'ere  before  them.  The 
Ampbyctionic  council,  by  which  the  republics  of 
Greece  were  united;  the  Achxan  league,  which  so 
long  governed  the  cities  of  Achaia;  the  confedera- 
tion of  the  Germanic  empire,  and  the  Belgic  confe- 
deracy, which  prevailed  in  the  provinces  of  the 
Netherlands  all  furnished  examples  for  their  im- 
provcir.cnr. 

T he  history  of  these  confederacies,  said  Mr.  J. 
shed  a light  upon  the  subject,  by  which  they  pro- 
fitetl.  In  some,  the  consolidation  of  pow'er  was  so 
great,  as  to  weaken  the  members,  and  endanger 
their  liberties;  in  others,  the  federal  power  was  npt 
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sufficient  to  preserve  their  integrity;  and  disunion', 
and  cirnuge  were  the  effects  of  their  imbecility.  In 
establishing  the  principles  of  this  confederacy,  it 
was  intended  to  guard  against  these  two  extremes,  I 
by  so  dividing  the  powers  betwixt  the  general  and 
state  governments,  as  to  rest  on  the  isthmus  be-1 
tween  consolidation  om  iht^  one  hand,  anrl  fliscoid,' 
on  the  other;  and  so  to  define  the  attributes  of  eacli ' 
as  to  produce  harmony  in  all  their  operations.  j 

Wiien  the  struggle  for  independence,  which  hadj 
been  their  bond  of  union,  was  past,  and  clashing 
interests  began  to  provoke  animosities,  it  was  ob- 
vious to  all,  that,  under  the  articles  of  the  old  con- 
federation, the  general  government  was  loo  feeble 
for  the  purposes  of  national  prosperity;  and  all  con- 
curred in  the  sentiment,  that  some  change  was 
necessary.  'I’he  only  question  was,  how  great  that 
change  should  be**  I'he  difficulty,  and  the  sole 
dilFiculty,  was,  to  determine  the  proper  distribu- 
tion of  power.  How  to  divide  the  sovereignty 
betwixt  two  distinct  governments,  deriving  their 
authority  from  the  same  source,  each  supreme 
within  its  own  legitimate  sphere  of  action,  and  yet 
so  to  regulate  and  define  the  power  of  both  as  to 
produce  perfect  concord,  was  the  great  political 
problem  to  be  solved  by  the  statesmen  of  tliat  day. 
It  svas  not  to  be  expected,  that  the  first  experiment 
would  perfectly  effect  this  object.  If  it  was  antici- 
pated by  any,  disappointment  has  followed  the 
utopian  delusion.  The  highest  tribute  of  respect, 
ho'wever,  is  due  to  the  wisdom  of  the  patriots  who 
framed  the  constitution,  in  so  arranging  this  com- 
plicated ra.achinery  of  a sovereignty  within  sove- 
reignties, as  to  admit  of  that  degree  of  harmony 
which  has  prevailed;  but  there  is  a limit  to  the 
intellect  of  man.  All  that  wisdom  and  patriotism 
could  do,  they  have  done;  but  imperfections,  which 
human  sagacity  could  nut  foresee,  were  to  be  de- 
veloped be  experience,  and  the  corrective  applied 
by  mutual  consent. 

It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  the  states  and  general 
government  possess  co<icuiTent  powers;  tluit  the) 
also  possess  powers  exclusive  of  each  other;  and 
iliat  the  federal  constitution  prescribes  limitations 
upon  both.  In  this  complex  system,  disorders  are  to 
be  expecte<i;  some,  of  an  incidental  nature,  not  easily 
controlled;  others,  that  admit  a remedy.  Afier  an 
e.xperience  of  thirty-two  years,  it  beoomes  our  im- 
perious duty  to  begin  this  inquiry,  relative  to  the 
conflicts,  between  the  federal  judiciary  and  the  so- 
vereignty of  the  stales.  These  conflicts  are  become 
60  frequent  and  alarming,  that  the  public  safety 
demands  an  investigation,  that  it  may  be  determin- 
ed wliere  the  error  lies.  Unless  w’e  point  out  the 
real  difficulty,  and  ascertain  the  just  claims  of  each 
party  we  shall  be  overspread  with  Egyptian  da»k- 
neis.  When  the  parlies  are  not  agreed  upon  the 
line  which  divides  their  powers,  the  question  is, 
which  shall  preponderate,  and  which  shall  concede? 
The  stales  claim  authority  which  tlie  federal  judi- 
ciary denies;  and  the  federal  judiciary  exercises  pow- 
ers which  tiie  states  do  not  acknowledge  to  be  legi- 
limale.  riiere  is  no  umpire  to  decide  betwixt  them; 
and  the  difficulty  is,  to  determine  v/.hicb  shall  sub- 
mi'..  It  is  contended  on  the  one  part,  th:u,  as  the 
general  government  was  iiisiilutcd  fir  national  pur- 
poses, iu  claims  to  the  highest  supremacy  must  be 
superior  to  those  of  the  states;  and  that  it  is  an  es- 
sential attribute  of  national  sovereignty,  that  its 
judiciary  shall  be  the  judge  of  its  o wn  powers,  and 
shall  have  authority  to  overrule  every  other  tribu- 
nal, according  to  its  own  sovereign  will  and  plea- 
sure. But  this  argument  cuts  like  the  two  edged 
“Sword,  and  furnishes  a position  quite  as  strong  in 
Sur.  TO  Yci.  XaU-— 


f.«vor  of  the  9‘ates  It  is  not  de  >ed  t at  all  no  ep 
not  delegated  to  congress,  nor  prohibiteil  to  'he 
states,  is  reserved  to  the  states  respectively;  or  to 
the  people;  that  the  states  are  also  supreme  and  in- 
dependent within  the  orbit  of  thei**  powers.  If, 
then,  it  is  the  attribute  of  sovereignty  to  judge  of 
its  own  powers,  where  i.s  the  aovereigntv  of  the 
states,  if  that  judgment  must  be  submitted  to  the 
federal  judiciary.^  The  argument  is  precisely  the 
same  in  both  cases,  and  may  be  called  an  argument 
in  a circle. 

It  is  contended  by  some  of  the  states,  Virginia 
for  instance,  that  the  states  have  sM/iertVyr  cl.iiois  to 
an  exclusive  decision  in  all  cases  of  conflicting 
power.  The  states  are  the  original  fountain  of 
power,  a portion  of  which  they  have  delegated  and 
vested  in  a general  government,  for  objects  common 
to  all.  The  general  government  is  the  crea'u'*e 
of  the  states,  and  exists  by  their  permission  Then, 
as  it  is  a principle  universally  acknowledged,  in  reli- 
gion and  morality,  that  the  creator  is  super  or 
to  the  created,  so  it  is  contended  that  the  states 
have  the  indubitable  right  of  exclusive  decision 
in  all  cases  of  conflict,  whether  they  respect  a vio- 
laiion  of  the  delegated  powers,  or  the  exercise  of 
that  authority  which  is  reserved  to  the  states  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people.  To  say  the  least  of  it, 
there  is  much  plausibility  in  this  argument.  But 
it  involves  a difficulty  as  to  the  manner  in  whicli 
this  right  of  decision  shall  be  exercised.  If  each 
state  shall  decide  separately,  confusion  would  pro- 
I bably  arise  from  contradictory  decisions  on  the  same 
'point,  in  difl’erent  states;  but  even  this  objection 
j may  have  more  plausibility  than  substance.  Should 
the  states  attempt  to  exercise  any  of  the  specific 
powers  granted  exclusively  to  congress,  or  to  ar- 
rest the  general  government  in  the  exercise  of  pow- 
er expressly  delegated,  the  consequence  might  be 
unforiunaie;  but,  in  reviewing  the  conduct  of  the 
states,  and  marking  the  particular  points  of  contact, 
it  does  not  appear,  from  the  history  of  our  govern- 
ment, that  the  states  have,  in  any  one  case,  attempt- 
ed  this,  though  the  federal  judiciary  has  assumed 
a guardianship  over  the  states,  even  to  the  con- 
trolling of  their  peculiar  municipal  regulations.  If 
uie  states  have  the  right  of  decision,  there  is  a 
difficulty  in  giving  their  decision  an  efficacious  ope- 
rator.. If  it  belongs  to  them  collectively,  there 
must  be  a regular  method  of  ascertaining  and  pro- 
mulgating their  decisions. 

In  the  cases  of  collision  between  Pennsylvania 
and  die  general  government,  much  was  said  and 
written  respecting  the  rights  of  the  parties,  and 
tbe  necessity  of  a tribunal  that  could  remedy  the 
evil.  It  appears,  from  the  decisions  of  her  state 
courts,  the  periodical  publications  and  official  docu- 
ments of  that  day,  that  Pennsylvania  recognized- 
and  claimed  an  equality  of  right  with  the  general 
government,  to  decide  in  constitutional  cases  af- 
fecting her  sovereignty;  that,  in  serious  collisions, 
an  ump.re  was  necessary;  and  that  no  tribunal  was 
more  proper  than  this  body.  This  doctrine  is  uni- 
versally acknowledged  as  a correct  maxim  betwixt 
civilized  nations,  and  is  sometimes  resorted  to  foB 
the  amicable  settlement  of  disputes  betwixt  them. 
Assuming  the  Pennsylvania  position,  and  the  con- 
clusion is  irresistible,  that  the  parties,  being  equally 
sovereign  within  their  circle  of  power,  it  is  a fla- 
grant outrage  to  justice,  a violation  of  every  princi- 
ple of  equity,  for  one  to  arrogate  to  iiself  the  ex- 
clusive power  of  judging  in  all  cases  of  disagree- 
ment. 

Let  us  now  inquire  into  tbe  safest  and  most  sa- 
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fi'Cls  arise.  We  are  not  left  entirely  to  the  C'  n- 
jrcturcsof  reason  on  this  subject;  the  ligbt  of  ex- 
perience illuminates  our  palii.  Under  all  circurn- 
stances,  and  in  every  condition  of  society,  there  is 
a rational  mode  of  settling  differences.  When 
they  arise  betwixt  friends,  a candid  exposition  of 
the  grounds  of  d^^icuUy  is  always  the  most  honora- 
ble, and  presents  the  fairest  prospect  of  a happy  re- 
suit.  They  leach  forbearance  towards  an  enemy- 
much  more  in  a c::i?e  like  this,  where  the  parties  are 
friends.  We  must  forgive,  not  only  seven  times, 
but  seventy  times  seven.  This  political  controversy 
we  should  gladly  cover  with  the  daj  let's!  shade  of 
oblivion;  but,  unfortunately,  the  doctrine  of  federal 
supremacy  is  the  basis  of  encroachmen  — and  the 
principle  is  established  by  ajudicial  tribunal  which 
knows  no  change.  Its  decisions  are  predicated 
upon  the  principle  of  perfection,  and  assume  the 
character  of  immutability.  Like  the  laws  of  the 
Medes  and  Persians,  they  live  forever,  and  operate 
through  all  lime.  We  have  a memorable  example, 
in  the  history  of  the  reign  of  Ahasuerus,  of  the  im- 
mutability of  their  laws,  and  the  manner  in  which 
tbecrueby  of  an  unnghteons  edict  was  prevented 
by  a countervailing  decree.  Haoian,  the  prime 
minister,  intoxicated  with  that  inordinate  love  of 
power,  which  is  but  ton  common  to  mankind,  to 
wreak  his  vengeance  upon  Mordecai  the  Jew,  be- 
cause he. refused  to  bow  the  knee  to  him,  procured 
from  his  sovereign  a decree,  which  he  published  in 
every  province  o^Ttbe  empire,  auihori/iug  a general 
slaughter  of  the  Jews  on  an  appointed  day.  When 
the  monarch  saw  that  the  preserver  of  his  own  life 
and  the  companion  of  his  own  bosom,  were  both 
involved  in  the  calamities  which  awaited  that  de- 
voted  people,  he  would  gladly  have  revoked  his 
decree;  but  every  thing  done  there  was  immutable, 
and  the  decree  must  stand.  Yet  he  found  means 
to  counteract  the  effect  of  what  he  could  not  change, 
by  issuing  another  decree,  which  authorized  the 
Jews  to  bear  arms  in  their  own  defence.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  the  meditated  culamily  was 
averted,  and  its  author  was  suspended  upon  the 
same  gallows  that  he  had  erected  for  the  intended 
victim  of  his  haughtine.>is.  But  no  decrees  of  the 
sovereign  people,  no  earthly  tribunal,  can  avert  the 
evils  which  may  grow  out  of  a supreme  judicial  de- 
cision. It  constitutes  the  common  law  of  the  land; 
it  forms  the  basis  of  future  decisions,  and  justifies 
similar  encroachments  to  the  end  of  time.  It  i;i 
omnipotent  in  its  character,  and  irresistible  in  its 
march.  All  obstacles  must  yield  to  its  demands; 
all  nature  must  obey  its  mandates — the  rauun tains 
must  bow,  and  the  valleys  rise,  before  it. 

If  your  neighbor  offend  you,  remonstrate  gently 
with  him  alone;  if  he  refuse  to  hear  you,  take  one 
or  two  witnesses  to  certify  the  case;  if  he  still  con- 
tinue obstinate,  bring  him  before  the  whole  con- 
gregation, where  all  the  power  resides,  and  there 
let  justice  be  decreed.  If  one  nation  injure  another, 
a similar  course  may  effect  a settlement.  When 
negociation  fails,  an  umpire  is  sometimes  chosen, 
ana,  in  the  last  resort,  the  force  of  arms  will  decide 
where  no  tribunal  can  be  had.  But,  in  the  case  of 
conflicting  power  between  the  states  and  the  fede- 
ral authorities,  which  party  must  yieid.^*  Force  is 
out  of  the  question.  The  states  are  at  least  equal 
in  the  fight  of  sovereignty,  if  not  in  the  power  of 
enforcing  it;  and  it  is  unrighteous  to  demand  sub- 
mission from  them  without  an  investigation  of  their 
claims  by  adi.sinterested  tribunal.  Shall  the  weaker 
be  compelled  to  yield.^  Right  and  power  are  not 
synonimous;  and  we  should  recollect  that  the  race 
IS  not  always  to  the  swift,  tier  the  to  the 


streng.  Dilflculiies  thicken  upon  us  as  we  advance 
and  demand  interposition  It  canno'  be  dei  ied, 
that  serious  collisions  have  taken  place  in  our  sys- 
tem, which  call  for  investigation.  If  any  of  the 
principles  established  by  the  federal  judiciary  ope- 
rate as  an  encroachment  upon  staieriirhts,  it  should 
be  rec-dlfcted  that  the  evq  is  witliout  limitation  of 
time.  An  oppressive  law  may  be  repealed,  and, 
when  the  oppression  is  felt,  the  repeal  is  certain; 
but  here  is  no  repeal,  no  corrective,  no  end.  We 
may  look  coolly  on  whi'ethe  work  of  consolidation 
is  progressing,  which  must  ultimately  swallow  our 
libertie.s;  or,  we  may  mourn  the  threatening  deso- 
lation, without  the  power  of  arresting  its  progress, 
unless  we  provide  a constitutional  check.  If  in 
every  colli.sion  the  federal  judiciary  has  been  cor- 
rect, and  if  it  never  shall  err  in  future,  yet  the  pro- 
vision for  appeal  will  be  not  only  harmless,  but 
beneficial.  It  will  allay  those  apprehensions,  and 
satisfy  the  minds  of  tl.ove  who  are  disquieted  with 
needless  alarms.  It  will  restore  that  co:  fiJenca 
upon  which  our  system  of  government  is  founded, 
and  preserve  that  harmuc-V  which  is  essential  to  its 
prosperity.  At  this  lime  there  is,  unfortunately,  a 
want  of  confidence  in  the  federal  judiciary  in  cases 
that  involve  political  power,  and  this  distrust  may  be 
carried  to  other  cases,  such  as  the  law5  ers  call  tneum 
et  tnum.  It  is  the  opinion  of  many  eminent  states- 
men, that  there  is  a manifest  disposition,  on  the 
part  of  the  federal  judiciary,  to  enlarge,  to  the  ut- 
most stretch  of  constitutional  construction,  the 
powers  of  tlie  general  government,  at  least  in  that 
branch,  and  by  consequence  to  abridge  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  state  tribunals.  I do  not  assert  this  to  be 
the  fact;  butjlif  it  is  not,  we  should  adopt  some 
method,  if  practicable,  to  remove  these  ill-founded 
suspicions.  The  desire  of  extending  our  own  power 
is  a universal  law  in  our  nature,  to  wliicli  the  just 
and  the  unjust,  the  v/ise  and  the  foolish,  are  all 
subject,  tiiough  in  unequal  degrees;  and  I do  P;Ot 
design  in  any  way  to  impugn  the  learned  members 
of  the  bench,  when  I admit  the  possibiiiiy  of  the 
same  propensity  remaining-  with  them.  It  has 
found  its  v,'ay  to  elevation  in  other  countries,  and 
to  prevent  its  influence  here,  some  rational  method 
should  be  devised  to  define  and  regulate  that  pow- 
er. Political  power,  properly  divided  into  co-ordi- 
nate branches,  and  judiciously  regulated,  produces 
happy  results — but,  when  sovereign  and  irrespon- 
sible, it  carries  in  its  train  the  wreck  of  human  hap- . 
pmess;  desolation  marks  its  bloody  progress,  for 
with  it  moral  and  physical  power  are  always  blend- 
ed. I'he  blessings  of  a good  government  furnish 
lliemes  of  rejoicing  and  praise;  but  the  curses  of  a 
bud  government,  bring  sorrow  to  the  heart.  The 
history  of  nati(»ns  furni.dies  us  ith  instructive  les- 
sons, wdiile  we  trace  the  hand  oftyranny  in  the  fall  of 
entpires;  but  the  love  of  power  is  a principle  still  in 
operation,  and  no  premonitions  can  teach  us  modera- 
tion. It  begins  with  cliildhooci,  and  does  not  cease 
with  age.  It  is  the  belligerent  principle  which  pre- 
dominates in  the  social  circle,  and  genders  strife 
where  perfect  peace  should  reign.  It  is  the  pro- 
lific source  of  war  with  independent  communities,^ 
which  has  spread  desolation  over  countries  and 
stained  the  whole  world  with  blood.  Uncontrolled, 
it  is  inordinate  ambition;  properly  regulated,  it  is 
emulation.  If  we  did  not  know  this  to  be  the  cha- 
racter of  man,  delineated  in  all  his  history,  we 
might  indulge  the  hope  of  everlasting  repose,  under 
our  mild  institutions.  Happy  would  be  our  lot,  if 
every  department  should  confine  itself  to  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  its  own  functions,  carefully 
'’.voiding  all  interference  with  others,  or  even  the 
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exercise  of d.v.ibtfi  1 power;  but  the  1 islory  of  tbej 
present  tiireS  f"rnishes  us  with  memorable  exam*' 
pies  of  ’he  rev-ppse,  and  tear.lies  us  to  anticipate  no 
fuc!)  repose.  \Ve  inust  i.-dce  human  nature  as  it  is; 
and  to  be  secure  from  danprer,  it  is  neccssai y to  pro- 
vide against  the  enc;  oachmeiit  of  power  in  one  de 
par'ment  upon  another,  and,  in  all,  upon  the  rights 
of  the  pe  pie. 

It  is  a principle  interwnvfn,  both  In  the  thcoi'3 
and  p"  ctice  of  our  governmen-,  that  rveiy  d^pai  i 
men  which  exercises  political  power  shall  be  re- 
Kp.  nsihlf  10  ’he  peopie.  Here  lies  our  s.'.ff  ty  and  our 
strength.  Representation  and  responsibility  must 
go  liand  in  iiand— bone  of  her  bone  and  Hesh  of  her 
flesh.  Tlie  republics  of  (Ireece  and  Home  were 
Ignorant  of  tlie  force  of'his  princii. and  practised 
it  to  a very  limited  extent.  After  the  abolition  of 
monarchy  in  Athens,  the  .Irchons  were  elected  an- 
nu  diy  by  the  people.  The  E/jhori  of  Sparta  were 
elected  in  the  same  w'ly,  an  1 the  lloiLans  elected 
their  TiiOune.o-,  but  all  those  were  a kit.d  of  exe- 
cu  ive  ctii-ers.  In  each  of  those  governments  the 
ptopie,  en  masse,  were  assembled  to  decide  on  pub- 
lic afFairs,  nd  each  stste  had  a senate  permanent 
in  otiiceancl  imiependeiu  of  the  people.  In  modern 
days  ’de  principle  of  representation  has  been  but 
very  imperfectly  understood  among  the  nations  of 
E'-.rupe,  exc'^pt  in  England,  where  it  was  introduc- 
ed as  early  as  the  ninth  century,  in  the  reign  of  Al 
fred,  and  has  been  perpetuated  in  some  form  to  the 
present  time.  But,  though  the  theory  ofrepi  esen- 
tation  and  responsibility  has  been  taught  tliere,  the 
practice  has  been  but  imperfectly  regarded.  It  has 
been  so  limited  and  so  defective  in  its  operation, 
thai.  its  benefi’s  a-e  almost  entirely  lost  and  the 
forms  only  pre.serveJ.  In  tlie  United  States  alone, 
whose  government  presents  to  the  world  a model 
of  excellence,  and  is  the  anchor  of  hope  to  man,  the 
theory  and  practice  are  united  in  every  department 
of  the  government  except  the  judiciary.  This  ex- 
ception may  satisfy  the  mind,  that  it  was  never  de- 
signed to  confide  political  or  legislative  power  to 
that  department,  e.-<pecially  the  powder  of  repealing 
laws  enacted  by  the  legislative  departments,  both 
of  the  general  government  and  the  sta’es.  The 
execution  of  the  laws  is  the  only  power  intended 
to  be  confided  to  the  court;  and  this  will  furnish 
ample  scope  for  the  exercise  of  discretion.  If  the 
judges  were  content  to  confine  their  decisions  to 
cases  affecting  property  and  punishing  crimes  ac- 
cording to  the  laws,  few  wouid  complain  of  their 
irresponsibility.  If  bad  laws  are  enacted  the  people 
will  correct  the  evil;  and  if,  by  an  incorrect  adjudi- 
cation or  misconstruction  of  law,  individual  injury 
should  be  sustained,  yet  the  fundamental  principles 
of  our  government  would  not  be  endangered. — 
0:i  this  principle  alone  can  this  kind  of  indepen- 
dence of  the  judges  be  tolerated  with  saftey  in  a 
free  government.  The  members  of  the  legislative 
department  of  our  government  are  directly  re- 
sponsible to  the  people  and  to  the  states— which 
responsibility  is  carefully  preserved  upon  the  prin- 
ciple  that  the  trustee  may  possibly  abuse  his  trust; 
and,  to  remedy  the  evil,  the  people  have  wisely 
reserved  the  power  in  their  own  hands.  When  the 
sedition  law  was  enacted,  tills  remedy  was  applied. 
The  president  of  the  United  States,  the  governors  of 
states,  and  the  members  of  their  legislatures,  all 
hold  their  offices  for  limited  terms,  that  they  may 
feel  their  responsibility  to  the  people,  from  whom 
their  power  is  derived,  aud  for  whose  benefit  it  is 
exercised.  Why  are  they  not  all  elected  tor  life, 
or  during  good  behavior?  The  reason  is  obvious. 
Because  they  exercise  political  power,  which  may 


be  abu.«f-.l.  By  corruption  of  motive,  or  by  the  in- 
dulgence of  sentiments  unfri^rdly  to  libfr’y,  they 
may  betray  the  Irubt  reposed  in  lliein;  end  their 
amcnafii'ity  to  their  sovereigns,  the  pe<»plr,  is  the 
only  sure  safe-guard  of  the  rights  of  n an.  It  then 
tbliows,  inevitahlv,  that  the  jurticia’-y  should  he  con- 
fined to  the  decision  upon  the  laws,  or  tliat  the 
judges  should  fed  the  same  rcsporsibility;  and,  if 
(this  is  not  done,  some  tribunal  should  be  e<-:t.'i’>lish- 
ed,  responsible  to  the  people,  to  correct  their  aher- 
rat  OPS. 

I.  m.M  be  denied  by  some  tha’  B e judiviery  ex- 
ercises legislative  or  judicial  power.  If  a judge 
can  repe.al  a law  of  congress,  by  declaring  it  un- 
constitutional, is  not  this  tlie  exercise  of  political 
power.'*  If  lie  can  declare  the  laws  of  a state  un- 
constitutional and  void,  and,  in  one  moment,  sub- 
vert the  deliberate  policy  of  ibat  slate  for  twenty- 
four  years,  as  m Kentuc  ky,  ulleciing  its  whole  land- 
ed property,  even  to  v!;e  mutilation  of  the  tenure 
upon  wliich  it  i-s  iield,  and  on  which  every  paternal 
iiiheriiance  is  founded;  is  not  this  ll'.e  exercise  ot 
political  power^  All  Uds  they  have  done,  and  no 
earthly  power  can  iiivesiigate  or  revoke  llieif  deci- 
sions. If  this  is  not  the  exerci-e  of  political  pow- 
er,  I would  be  gratified  to  learn  the  definition  ofthe 
term,  as  contradistinguished  from  judicial  power. 
If  the  exercise  of  such  tremendous  powers  be  le- 
gitimate, their  acts,  like  those  of  all  other  trustees 
of  power,  should  he  subject  to  the  s.-metion  or  re- 
vocation of  the  people;  if  not  by  a direct  responsi- 
bility, yet  by  an  appeal  to  a tribunLl  that  is  respon- 
sible'. If,  on  the  contrary,  this  exercise  of  power  is 
an  act  of  usurna’ion,  the  case  is  }’et  more  Hlurming; 
for  the  juclgeL  .lolcl  their  offices  good  b'eha- 

vioui'y  and  a bad  opinion  is  not  bad  behaviour,  and 
the  opi’^’on  of  a court  is  a law,  and  above  all  other 
law.  A judge  can  be  removed  by  impeachment 
for  treason  and  other  high  crimes  and  misdemea- 
nors; and,  in  case  of  impeachment  by  the  other 
house,  two-thirds  of  this  body  must  concur  to  effect 
his  removal.  The  difficulty  of  removing  a judge 
in  this  way  is  such  that  it  will  seldom  be  attempt- 
ed; and  experience  tells  us  it  will  more  rarely  s\xz» 
ceed.  _ 

The  passions  and  propensities  of  human  nature, 
with  all  their  imperfections,  are  alike  common  to 
every  rank  and  condition;  and  to  prevent  their  ill 
efiVets  in  a little  number,  where  any  particular  ex- 
citement is  more  likely  to  become  general  than  witU 
a large  body,  responsibility  is  necessary , or  compe- 
tency in  some  other  body  to  reverse  their  destinies. 
Judges,  like  other  men,  have  their  political  views. 
One  may  be  friendly  to  consolidation;  another  may 
err  on  the  opposite  extrerne,  and  a third  may  pre- 
fer thathapoy  mediocrity,  which  is  always  safe,  and 
generally  salutary.  When  tl.ese  are  associated  up- 
on the  bench,  and  eac'.i  under  the  intiuence  of  his 
own  partiality,  there  will  inevitably  be  as  different 
conclusions  among  them,  where  slate  sovereignty  is 
involved,  or  the  extent  of  federal  jurisdiction  xs 
called  in  question,  as  if  they  were  members  of  a 
legislative  bodv.  Whv  then  should  they  be  con- 
sidered any  more  infallible,  or  their  decisions  any 
less  subject  to  investigation  and  reversion?  Besides 
th  ' difl'eren^s  arising  from  political  prepossessions, 
the  various  structures  of  the  human  mind  will  pro- 
duce a variety  of  opinion.  One  may  an  ex- 
pansive view  of  a subject,  and  base  his  decisiw 
upon  truth  and  justice;  another  may  be,  what  is 
sometimes  called  a technical  judge,  and  though  of 
equal  integrity,  may  conceive  it  his  uuty  to  stick  to 
the  bark  of  the  case,  and  confine  himself  m all  de- 
cisions to  the  forms  of  judicial  pimceeding.  Thiff 
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dlfiVrrnce  in  «he  org‘^n;zatiof'  of  the  miMci  must  ne- 
cessarilyresultin  a differenceof  conclusion.  Courts 
also,  like  cities  and  villaj^es,  or  like  leg'islalive  bo- 
dies, will  sometinnes  have  their  leaders;  and  it  may 
happen,  that  a single  individual  will  be  the  prime 
cause  of  a decision  to  overturn  the  deliberate  act  of 
a whole  state,  or  of  the  United  States;  yet  we  are 
adnionished  to  receive  their  opinions  as  the  ancients 
did  the  responses  of  the  Delphic  oracle;  or  the  Jews, 
with  more  propriety,  the  communications  from  hea- 
ven delivered  by  Urim  and  Vhummim^  to  ti;e  High 
Vriest  of  God’s  chosen  people,  from  the  sanctum 
sanctorum.  Other  causes  of  difference  might  be 
nnuVipiied  to  a tedious  exleiU;  but  enough  has 
been  said  to  shew  that  judges,  who,  like  other  men, 
are  subject  to  the  frailties,  the  passions,  the  parti- 
alities. and  antipathies,  incident  to  human  nature, 
should  not  be  exempted  from  responsibility  on  ac 
count  of  their  superior  integrity,  learning  and  ca- 
pacity; or,  that  their  decisions  should  be  subject  to 
revision  by  some  competent  tribunal,  responsible  to 
the  people.  It  is  believed  that  this  is  the  opinion 
of  that  great  and  good  man  who  penned  the  decla- 
ration of  independence,  and  who  now  enjoys,  in  the 
shades  of  Monticelio,  the  blessings  of  the  princi- 
ples which  it  contains. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  judges  are  worse  than 
other  men.  I am  proud  to  say,  that  no  country  was 
ever  blest  with  more  talents  or  integrity  upon  the 
bench  than  this;  but  the  judicial  history  of  all  ci 
Vilized  nations  confirms  the  allegation,  that,  under 
the  same  circumstances,  judges  are  just  like  other 
men.  The  tlieory  of  our  judiciary  may  teach  us 
that  “a  judge  is  just,  a chancel^lor  juster  still;” 
but  experience  teaches  us,  that  perfection  resides 
no  w’here  in  this  world,  no,  not  even  on  the  bench. 
We  have  borrowed  from  Great  Britain  the  idea  of 
judicial  independence.  Previous  to  the  reign  of 
William  and  Mary,  the  judges  were  tenants  at  the 
will  of  the  monarch.  The  king,  who  was  “more 
wise,  more  just,  more  learned,  more  every  thing,” 
was  considered  the  fountain  of  justice,  and  it  was 
his  prerogative  to  administer  it  to  the  people.  In 
early  times  he  dispensed  justice  in  his  own  person; 
but  this  being  too  laborious,  he  appointed  his 
judges  and  fixed  their  compensation.  The  tenure 
of  their  office  and  the  amount  of  their  salaries  werf^ 
alike  dependant  upon  his  pleasure.  The  creature 
was  responsible  to  bis  creator  both  for  existence  and 
.support;  and  interest  and  necessity  conspired  to 
induce  obedience  to  his  will.  The  judiciary  thus 
became  an  instrument  of  cruelty  in  his  hands.  The 
legislature,  the  army,  and  the  court,  on  many  oc- 
casions, were  alike  the  implements  of  royal  ven- 
geance, to  sustain  the  divine  right  of  kings.  It  was 
the  judgment  of  a court  that  doomed  the  immor 
tal  Socrates  to  drink  the  hemlock.  When  the  Ro- 
man tyrant  could  no  longer  use  a hired  soldiery 
to  immolate  the  victims  ot  his  jealousy,  he  resort- 
cd  10  courts  of  law.  When  Henry  the  eighth,  of 
Bngland  would  exercise  a cruel  despotism  under 
the  forms  of  a free  constitution,  the  army,  the  couri, 
and  the  parliament,  were  the  potent  engines  that 
sustained  him.  When  Mary,  his  daugl.ter,  com- 
pelled the  prolestants  to  seal  their  testimony  at  the 
stake,  the  court  gave  sanction  to  the  murderous 
deeds.  Her  sister  and  successor,  Elizabeth,  created 
the  court  of  high  commission,  and  formally  invest- 
ed it  with  inquisitorial  power.  She  also  supported 
the  arbitrary  edicts  of  the  star  chamber.  The  pu- 
ritans, because  obnoxious  to  the  free  exercise  of 
the  pren.gatives  of  the  crown,  were  imprisoned 
and  dispersetl  oy  process  of  law,  and  thf.  judge.'- 
were  the  supporters  of  her  despotic  power.  When 


she  would  destroy  her  unfor’iinaie  kir  swoman,  the 
queen  of  the  S ;ots,  ti  e judges  were  Instructed  to 
condemn  her,  and  by  their  sentence  she  came  to  the 
block.  This  horrid  deed  was  covered  by  the  cloak 
of  judicial  proceedings.  When  Charles  the  first 
determiricd  to  change  the  religion  of  Scotland,  he 
made  use  of  the  cotirt  of  high  commission  to  effect 
the  object.  By  the  same  judicial  power,  the  ad- 
vocates for  the  doctrines  of  the  reformation  have 
so  often  been  divested  of  their  religious  privileges, 
and  doomed  to  seal  with  their  hiood  that  religion 
which  bore  them  triumphantly  through  the  vale  of 
death. 

Those  facts  are  not  exhibited  to  derogate  from 
the  character  of  the  judiciary,  but  to  shew  tliat  no 
truth  is  more  universally  established  in  history;  that 
no  proposition  can  be  more  plainly  demonstrated 
than  this,  that  judges  may  oppress  the  people — 
that  power  cannot  be  safely  confided  any  where 
without  the  guarantee  of  responsibility. 

The  occurrences  to  which  we  have  adverted, 
transpired  previous  to  the  memorable  era  in  tlie 
British  annals,  under  William  and  Mary,  when  the 
judges  were  commissioned  by  their  monarch  to  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behavior,  with  salaries  fix- 
ed by  law.  This  system  was  consummated  in  the 
reign  of  George  the  third,  by  providing  that  the 
commi.ssion  of  tlie  judge  should  not  be  vacated 
upon  the  demise  of  the  king.  But,  even  in  Great 
Britain,  the  judges  are  less  independent  than  here; 
for,  by  an  address  of  a majority  of  bo  h houses  of 
parliament,  they  may  be  removed;  here,  an  impeach- 
ment for  malconduct  by  one  house,  sustained  by 
two-thirds  of  the  other,  is  the  only  thing  that  can 
effect  their  removal.  Nor  is  their  power  so  tran- 
scendant  in  Great  Britain,  as  to  repeal  an  act  of 
parliament  by  declaring  it  unconstitutional  and  void. 
We  have  improved  upon  their  system  of  irre.spon- 
sibility,  and  enlarged  their  powers,  without  any  of 
the  reasons  or  benefits  which  exist  with  them. — 
Their  object  is  to  render  the  judges  independent 
of  the  monarch,  that  they  may  protect  the.  people 
from  lawless  acts  of  his  despotic  power.  In  this 
country  the  people  are  the  king;  and  the  only  ob- 
ject of  rendering  the  judges  independent  of  tlieir 
sovereign  authority,  or  the  only  benefit  which  can 
result  from  it,  that  I can  conceive,  is  to  protect  the 
people  from  their  own  oppressors,  themselves.  We 
have  given  our  authority  to  the  judiciary  to  control 
us,  lest  we  shall  enslave  ourselves.  We  transfer 
the  power  to  them,  because  we  fear  the  consequence 
of  holding  it  ourselves;  and  surrender  our  liber- 
ties, our  lives,  the  disposition  of  our  property,  to 
the  judiciary,  to  escape  the  danger  of  oppressing 
ourselves. 

Are  we  choosing  guardians  to  control  us,  and  pre- 
vent us  from  destroying  ourselves  in  our  fits  of 
lunacy.'’  A maniac  may  surrenderliis  rights  for  the 
preservation  of  his  person  from  the  freaks  of  his 
own  madness:  but  the  American  people  are  not 
mad.  Experience  has  proven  them  to  be  the  safe 
depositories  of  their  own  power.  They  have  wise- 
ly reserved  it  to  themselves,  and  as  wisely  exercised 
it,  except  ;p  this  case;  and  it  is  believed  that  they 
may  now  saffly  make  their  voice  to  be  heard  in  the 
judiciary.  Why  should  they  bold  the  controlling 
power  in  every  other  department  of  the  govern- 
menii’  Vox  populi,  vox  Dei;  but,  if  the  voice  of  the 
people  is  the  voice  of  God,  what  must  the  superior 
voice  of  a judge  be.?  If,  under  a monarchical  go 
vernment,  an  independent  judiciary  may  slay  the 
hand  of  despotic  power  and  protect  the  innocent 
from  punishment;  in  this  nation  we  have  no  mo- 
narch, no  subjects.  The  government  and  the  peo. 
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pie  are  one;  and  we  ask  not  the  jj'ia’’^han  care  of 
our  superiors  to  bind  our  hands  so  that  we  cannot 
wound  ourselves. 

But  has  this  change  in  the  judicial  term,  from 
ten  »ncy  at  will  to  that  of  lif>,  essenii«lly  dianged 
the  character  of  Hects.ons  in  Great  Britain.?  His'ory 
records  the  moornful  fact,  that,  since  the  reign  of 
William  and  Mary,  the  courts  of  Great  Britain 
have  invariably  yielded  obedience  to  the  monarch’s 
will,  in  criminal  prosecutions.  The  banishment 
and  death  of  many  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the 
friends  of  liberty  will  confirm  the  declaration.  The 
honored  names  of  Muir,  Gerald,  Ma-garol,  and 
Emmet,  with  many  others  tliat  time  cannot  bury  in 
oblivion,  must  remain  the  monuments  of  this  inde- 
pendence of  the  British  judiciary,  which  we  are  so 
proud  to  imitate.  In  controversies  betwixt  indivi- 
duals, the  effects  of  tlie  change  may  have  been  salu- 
tary; but  he  who  has  depended  upon  the  judiciary 
to  protect  him  from  royal  malediction,  has  leaned 
upon  a broken  reed. 

The  nature  and  the  object  of  the  federal  judi- 
ciary are  subjects  worthy  of  investigation.  The 
salary  of  the  judge  may  be  increased,  but  cannot 
be  diminished;  and  his  term  of  office  is  perpetual, 
lie  may  receive  a reward  for  pleasing  tlie  legislu- 
ture,  but  he  can  suffer  no  removal  or  abatement  of 
compensation  for  displeasing  them.  Is  this  inde- 
pendence designed  to  give  the  court  power  to  ar- 
rest the  executive  in  a career  of  usurpation.?  Cer- 
tainly not;  for  the  people  have  reserved  this  power 
to  themselves.  Nor  is  it  to  prescribe  bounds  toi 
the  legislative  will;  for  every  legislator  is  held  re- 
sponsible to  his  constituents.  Both  the  president 
and  the  members  of  congress  are  dependant  on  the 
will  of  the  people;  and  the  people  have  made  them 
feel  their  power,  when  the  judiciary  were  giving 
sanction  to  unconstitutional  measures.  It  was  ne- 
ver intended  bv  this  irresponsibili*^^y  to  give  the 
federal  courts  power  to  limit  the  prerogatives  of 
«tate  legislatures,  because  they  are  subject  to  the 
same  sovereign  will  of  the  people,  who  could  not 
have  designed  to  clothe  a small  number  of  select 
judges,  however  honest  or  enlightened,  with  the 
power  to  control  that  sovereignty  which  it  was  their 
pleasure  to  vest  in  their  state  authorities,  where 
they  could  have  the  means  of  regulating  it  ai  their 
own  pleasure,  without  danger  of  anarchy  or  des 
potism.  Such  concrol,  vested  in  an  independent 
magistracy,  would  be  entirely  hostile  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  self  government;  and  the  people  do  not 
fear  themselves.  All  power  rests  in  them,  and  they 
are  responsible  to  no  earthly  tribunal  for  its  exer- 
cise. They  never  intended  to  transfer  it  to  those 
who  might  abuse  it  with  impunity.  They  deem  i 
9afer  where  nature  and  nature’s  God  oave  placed 
it — in  themselves;  and  they  cannot  recognize  a prhi- 
ciple  so  obnoxi  ms  to  free  men,  as  that  which  gives 
it  to  others  because  they  themselves  are  unworthy 
to  hold  it. 

The  real  object  of  an  independent  judiciary,  in 
this  country,  must  have  been  to  embody  the  bes. 
experience  in  legal  knowledge,  and  produce  uni- 
formity of  decision  in  legal  questions  relative  to 
property  and  crimes.  'J  he  science  of  politics  is 
still  in  its  infancy;  and  its  perfection  depends  on 
principles  which  the  progress  of  republican  govern- 
ment must  yet  developer  but  the  science  of  juris 
prudence  is  more  established,  and  composed  of 
principles  which  never  change.  The  one  is  muta- 
ble, the  other  immutable.  There  is,  therefore,  not 
so  great  necessity  for  the  same  kind  of  responsi 
bilily  in  the  judiciary,  if  their  powers  are  confined 
to  the  proper  object  of  their  oifice— that  of  defin- 


ing  questions  of  law;  but  when  they  tiv.nscend 
those  lirnius  a>:  1 bring  to  their  bar  every  oi.h'-r  de- 
partment, both  of  the  federal  government  and  the 
states,  it  becomes  necessary  to  ordain  some  tribu- 
nal that  mav  guard  against  an  abuse  of  iheir  po  ver«- 
They  assume  the  right  of  deciding  upon  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  laws  of  the  union  and  of  tlie 
stales,  and  of  setting  them  aside  at  pi  asufe. — 
Some  of  the  learned  in  law  have  acquiesced  io  this 
assumption  of  power;  but  the  grear  body  of  the 
people  cannot  approve  it.  If  the  constitution  had 
provided  that  the  judges  should  form  a rounril  of 
revision  to  decide  upon  the  eonstitutionaliiy  of  itie 
laws  of  congress,  and  even  of  the  several  s’.ates; 
and  that  no  law  should  he  bi  ’dir.g  widioui  Iheir 
sanction  to  its  consiitutionality,  and  that  these 
judges  should  hold  their  office  during  good  bef.a- 
vior,  without  any  autlmrity  in  the  people  to  remove 
them  or  revise  theii-  decisions,  1 venture  the  asser- 
tion, that  the  constitution  would  hv.ve  been  r-^jected 
by  every  state  in  the  union.  If  ihey  can  declare  a 
bad  law  unconstitutional,  they  may  also  declare  a 
good  law  void  upon  the  same  principle.  If  the  le- 
gislature shall  pass  a bad  law,  or  refuse  to  pass  a 
good  law,  the  people  will  elect  others  in  their 
place  to  remedy  the  evil;  but  the  judges  are  not 
accountable  to  the  neop'«e  for  their  opinions.  A le- 
gislative body  may  be  changed  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  people;  but,  over  tlie  court,  the  people  hold  no 
right  of  change,  no  po'ver  ■'f  coercion.  Prom  what 
source  is  the  power  which  they  exercise  derired? 

1 From  the  constitution.?  No;  that  is  as  silent  as  death 
upon  the  subject;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  one 
man  of  a thousand  in  the  nation  would  vote  so  to 
amend  the  constitution  as  to  confer  this  power.  Is 
it  in  tlie  theory  of  our  government?  No;  it  is  in 
•direct  hostility  to  the  theory  of  our  government 
The  constitution  of  the  United  States,  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
and  treaties  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and 
the  judges  of  each  state  shall  be  bound  thereby, 
any  thing  in  the  laws  or  constitution  of  any  stale  to 
ihe  contrary  notwithstanding.  The  senators  and 
representatives  iu  congress,  the  members  of  the 
several  state  legislatures,  and  all  the  executive  and 
judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United  States  and  the 
stale,  shall  be  bound,  by  oath,  or  atfirmalion,  to  sup- 
port the  constitution.  .Judges,  in  common  with 
other  officers,  being  Pound  by  oath,  a duty  is  said 
to  be  created  in  them  to  decide  upon  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  laws  of  congress,  state  laws,  and 
state  constitutions;  and  when,  in  their  opinion,  re- 
pugnant to  the  federal  constitution,  to  declare  them 
null  and  void.  Would  it  not  be  equally  the  duty 
of  congre.ss  lo  declare  the  opinion  of  the  federal 
judiciary  null  and  void,  in  every  case  where  a ma- 
jority of  congress  might  deem  it  repugnant  to  the 
constitution!’  For  instance:  the  legislature,  after 
full  discussion  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the 
measure,  shall  pass  a law  involving  the  best  inte- 
rest of  the  country  in  peace  or  in  war.  Fhe  court 
shall  express  a dilFerent  opinion;  and,  upon  every 
question  arising  under  it,  act  in  conformity  to  their 
o .n  opinion,  that  the  law  is  unconstitutional  and 
void.  Forty-eight  senators,  one  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-eight representatives,  and  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  all  sworn  to  maintain  the  coustitu- 
tion,  have  concurred  in  the  sentiment,  tliat  the 
measure  is  strictly  conformable  toil.  Seven  judges, 
irresponsible  to  any  earthly  tribunal  for  their  deci- 
sions, revise  the  measure,  declare  it  unconstitution- 
al, and  efTectualiy  destroy  its  operation.  Wiiose 
•opinion  shall  prevail?  that  of  the  legislators  and 
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president,  or  that  of  the  court?  The  court  ttmisI 
admit  that  wise  and  good  men  may  conscientiously 
differ  in  opinion,  upon  such  a decision,  or  their  own 
reversion  will  fix  upon  every  other  department  of 
the  government,  t)te  conviction  of  perjury;  and,  if 
any  honest  difference  of  opinion  may  exis*,  ! w-.uld 
ask,  which  has  the  right  to  overrule  the  other?  If 
congress  were  as  scrupulously  tenacious  of  their 
own  powers,  they  would  decree,  and  would  deem 
it  their  solemn  duty  to  decree,  that  such  a decision 
of  the  court  is  unconstitutional  and  vo’d.  In  that 
case,  who  must  yield?  and  where  would  tlie  confu- 
sion end?  But  tlie  principal  danger  arises  from  a 
collision  of  tfie  federal  judiciary  wi  h the  state  so 
vereignties.  The  judges  have  exercised  some  C9U- 
tion  in  relation  to  acts  of  congress.  They  have 
generally  acted  upon  the  laws  as  they  received  them, 
leaving  i"  with  t!ie  members  to  acconnt  to  their 
constituents  for  their  measures.  ■ Nor  have  they 
had  any  temptations  to  do  otherwise.  The  support 
of  federal  authority  must,  f-om  the  very  nature  of 
their  situation,  be  a point  for  them  to  maintain  ra- 
ther titan  abandon.  The  supreme  court  has  even 
decided,  that  congress  is  sole  judge  of  tlie  mea- 
.sures  necessary  to  car.^y  into  effect  ’he  spec  fic 
powers  delegated  .by  the  constitution.  Had  he 
same  delicacy  been  observed  by  that  tribunal  when 
stale  laws  have  been  the  subject  of  construction,  it 
is  probable  the  examination  of  judicial  encroach- 
ment upon  their  sovereignties  rniglit  never  h.ave 
been  commenced.  Fiat  a comparimn  of  the  cases 
will  show  a disposition  widel)^  different  in  the  re- 
visal  of  state  laws,  which  proves  the  strong  bias  of 
the  federal  judiciaiy  in  support  of  federal  power 
A bias  equally  strong  rosy  probably  exist  on  the 
other  side  in  the  slate  tribunals;  ant!,  in  c-se  of 
disagreement,  which  tribunial  shall  prevail?  So  far 
as  my  observation  extends,  the  stiperior  courts  of 
the  states  would  not  be  disgraced  by  a comparison 
with  the  supreme  court  of  t)ie  United  States,  in 
capacity,  integrity,  and  legal  acquirements.  Ii, 
therefore,  appears  to  me,  that  justice  requires  an 
intermediate  tribunal  to  deride  betwixt  them.  I 
know  of  no  clause  in  the  federal  constitution  that 
gives  the  power  to  the  judiciary  of  declaring  the 


Tiie  (*:^erci.se  of  iheir  rlr.~  ;ve 
the  cv!!,  and  this  is  their  only 


their  own  power, 
franchise  removed 
safe  dependence. 

Lotus  now  look  at  the  cordu''tof  thesta^f?,  and 
the  cases  ‘n  which  (he  supreme  court  has  declai  etf 
their  law's  ur  consti^u* ional,  Ihi  ngh  the  cance  had 
been  sustajy.ed  by  theu-  own  tribunals.  '1  lie  con- 
stitution delegates  to  the  general  government  cer- 
tain specified  powers;  a'l  other  powers  are  retained. 
If  one  instance  has  orcirr;-cd  in  wldch  an\  state  has 
shown  a cli-sposldon  to  weaken  the  hands  of  t!.e 
union,  let  it  be  proclaimed  in  G.ith,  let  it  be  pre- 
claimed  in  the  streets  of  .\.ske!on.  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  I .y  and  collect  taxes,  duties  on  im- 
ports, tonnage  .oud  excises.  II  ts  any  stale  ever 
opposed  the  exorcise  cf  lids  power,  or  denied  i's 
existence?  No,  not  in  one  solilarv  instance.  Butin 
llie  case  of  t!i8  United  Sl-atcs*  Ban.k,  Itt'^Culloh  vs, 
.Maryland,  the  federal  judiciary  has  decided  that 
the  stales  have  not  the  power  c.f  taxing. this  baiik, 
or  such  part  rf  its  C 'pital  as  is  err  ployed  v.’ilhin 
those  st.ates,  though  it  is  acki'.owledged  that  tl.e 
power  of  taxation,  except  in  cases  specTied  in  th.e 
cuns»itu'ion,  is  concn.rrent  with  bc.»tti  governments. 
The  constitution  limits  the  exercise  of  Oils  po\v<^r 
to  the  general  gover  nnent.  No  duty  s'>ali  br  hid 
on  articles  exported  from  any  state — no  c.apit.atiorv 
or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  apportioned 
amo  !g  the  states,  according  to  the  census  taken 
under  the  constitution — all  duties  and  excises  shall 
be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States.  Tl'C 
consibutioTi  also  limits  the  power  rff  taxa*  ion  to  the 
stares.  No  state  shall  lay  duties  on  exports,  im- 
ports, or  tonnage.  Co’igress.'h'.is  pursued  its  course, 
under  these  limitation.s,  without  any  molestation 
from  tlie  state  judiciaries;  btil  the  federal  jiidici.sry 
has  imposed  an  additional  restrict  ion  upon  the  states 
unknown  in  the  constitutio'u,  that  the  states  shall 
not  tax  the  stock  of  a bank  chartered  by  congress, 
and  this  decree  must  be  received  as  a new  clause 
of  restriction  added  to  the  constitution  of  the  U, 
States,  by  an  irresponsible  judiciary.  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  borrow  money;  to  regulate 
commerce;  to  estsblish  a uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation, and  a uniform  system  of  bankrup'cy;  to 


laws  and  constitution  of  a state  repugnant  to  the  coin  money;  to  determine  the  standard  of  w'eights 


constitution  of  the  United  Siates,  and,  therefore, 
null  and  void.  No  express  grant,  nor  fair  construc- 
tion contains  it;  and,  I presume,  every  gentleman, 
in  and  oat  of  congress,  will  agree  w'ith  me,  that  the 
states  never  designed  so  to  impair  their  sovereign- 
ty as  to  delegate  this  power  to  the  federal  judiciary. 
But  they  have  assumed  it,  and,  to  counteract  the 
evils  whicli  must  result  from  this  assumption,  a 
responsible  tribunal  of  appeal  should  be  provided. 

The  short,  though  splendid,  history  of  this  go- 
vernment furnishes  nothing  that  can  induce  us  to 
look  with  a very  favorable  eye  to  the  federal  judi- 
ciary as  a safe  depository  of  our  liberties.  When 
a law  was  enacted  in  violation  of  a vital  principle 
of  the  constitution,  that  which  was  designed  to  se- 
cure the  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press,  the 
viclimsof  its  operation,  looked  ii»  vain  to  the  judges 
to  arrest  the  progress  of  usurpation.  If  this  power 
could  ever  be  exercised  to  any  good  purpose,  it 
would  be,  on  such  occasions,  to  declare  the  law 
unconstitutional,  which  aims  a deadly  blow  at  the 
vital  principles  of  freedom;  but,  so  far  as  the  trans- 
actions of  that  day  are  detailed  in  our  public  re- 
cords, it  appears  that  the  judiciary  was  a willing 
instrument  of  federal  usurpation.  That  law  was 
executed  in  all  the  rigor  of  the  spirit  which  dic- 
tated it.  ( he  turbulence  of  factiim  found  no  mo- 
deration there;  and  the  people  found  relief  only  in 


and  measures;  to  punish  counterfeits  of  the  evi- 
dences  of  the  public  debt  and  current  coin  of  the 
United  States;  to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads;  to  cons  itute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  su- 
preme  court  of  the  United  States;  to  define  and 
punish  piracies  and  feloni-es  committed  upon  the- 
iiigh  seas,  and  offences  against  the  laws  of  nations; 
to  declare  war;  gram  letters  of  marque  and  repri- 
sals; to  raise  and  support  armies;  to  provide  and 
maintain  a navy;  to  provide  for  calling  out  the  mi- 
litia to  suppress  insurrection,  repel  invasion,  and 
execute  the  laws  of  the  union. 

Now,  sir,  among  those  who  may  he  disposed  to 
arraign  the  condimtof  the  stales,  cm  to  accuse  (hem 
of  being  turbulent  and  refractory,  1 challenge  them 
to  point  out  one  case  in  which  any  state  in  the  union 
has  denied  to  congress  the  right  of  exercising  these 
powers,  or  a single  instance  in  which  any  of  these 
jjowers  have  been  usurped  by  a state.  It  has  been 
the  opinion  of  some  of  the  states  that  these  powers 
have  been  abused,  and,  in  some  in.stances,  that  they 
liave  been  transcended  by  unwarrantable  construc- 
tion or  implication;  but  in  no  case  has  a state  re- 
sorted  to  any  other  means  of  redress  than  those 
pointed  out  in  the  constitution. 

There  has  never  been  an  opposition  of  any  kindi 
by  a slate,  to  the  exercise,  by  the  general  govern- 
ment, of  the  pou  era  expressly  delegated,  e.xceptin. 
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the  Tate  '*L*r,  when  Massaohiisetts  vefuieil  to  place 
the  i.iiH’ifi  of  tiDit  state  under  the  command  of  offi-  j 
cers  designated  by  tlie  presK'.^nt  of  the  United 
States.  Intliat  rase  the  court  dH  not  interfere;  nor  j 
did  congress  deem  it  politic  ’o  take  any  measure  in 
relation  to  the  The  sources  of  difficulty 

in  these  conflicts  he,  almost  e.\clusively,  on  the 
other  side. 

I’he  constitution  contains  limitations  of  power 
tipon  the  stat.'s,  :m  1 the  judiciary  has  pronounced 
them  trespassers  upon  these  limit  .tiou.^;,  by  declar 
wig- their  laws  t nil.  .as  unworthy  of  reg-ard.  Wliat 
is  the  nature  of  these  limitations?  No  s’ate  sliali 
enter  into  a tren*)',  alliance,  or  confed‘ ration;  grant 
Itnters  of  m-aupie  and  reprisa';  coin  rnonei ; m.ik.e 
any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a legal  tender;  p;.ss 
any  bill -:f  attainder;  ex  host  /ocio  Uw;  keep  troops 
or  ship.s  .if  War  in  time  of  pease;  or  engage  in  war. 
Jbei  me  now  Ask,  in  what  respec  has  any  state  vio- 
lated these  proni  iitions?  Suppose  any  slate  sliould 
enter  into  a treaty  with  a foreign  power,  grant  let- 
ters of  iftHrr|ue,  coin  money,  raise  an  army,  bui'd  a 
navy,  or  engage  in  war,  contrary  to  these  prohi 
tiitions.  Could  the  court  interfere?  Is  this  the 
omnipotentpower  to  which  armies  and  navies  would 
vieid,  and  by  whose  almighty  decree  d:Jcordi:-.t  ele- 
ments siiould  be  made  t(-  harrr.oniz  ? No,  sir;  its 
decrees  wouM  be  impotent.  Ti;is  is  noi  the  guar- 
dian p /wer  that  can  s.ive  us  when  the  bond.s  of 
'iiniou  shail  be  broken,  an  1 that  fViexi'lship  w'hich 
now  unites  us  shall  lo.se  its  charro.s.  The  subject 
would  not  be  tangible  to  tne  judiciary.  Some 
mightier  power  must  be.  erterted,  which  congress 
alone  could  [irescribe,  and  the  arm  of  the  executive 
alone  could  wiei.l.  Tiie  constitution  has  not  point- 
ed out  the  CO  irse  to  be  p j.-siied  in  such  an  event, 
and  for  Inis  obvious  reason— the  uni  )u  was  formed 
«jjon  coiifidence,  upon  integrity  of  princi[iie,  upon 
■tlie  sentiuirnt  of -self  p e.se.-vauo;i;  and  it  rests  u[>.,m 
Cu*  h lor  an  I tlie  iiiteresi  of  the  states  lo  luainiain 
it.  ri;e  iiinitalions  u|ii;i  s*ate  powers  were  uoint'-d 
out  as  a role  on  wnich  they  engaged,  upon  tliat 
fcomir,  to -Hct;  and,  becau.se  t'ley  are  lUe  nsulves  the 
proper  judges  of  their  du'y  ia  relation  to  these 
«roinbitioa.),  it  was  not  necessary  that  any  coustitu- 
i-ioiial  remedy  slioul  I be  provided  in  anticipation 
of  tiieir  vioiaiion.  't  hey  have  a co.mmon  inlere.st 
iii  in  unUi'u.ig  tiiem;  and,  if  they  are  vioUted  by 
any  state  giyvenuntrit,  tiie  people  oi  that  slate,  who 
.-ire  tiie  CO. ouio'i  .source  of  power  to  both,  and  have 
i com  ii  III  oliject  to  gain  lu  the  support  of  both 
goverijimeiits.  Will  ci>i*recc  the  evil,  if'  this  should 
an  nietiecuul  gu.iraiUee;  if  neither  tlieir  inte- 
rest, nor  laeir  hon.ir,  nen-  their  pride  of  character 
•a  tiie  estunaUoi  of  ail  the  v/orUl,  would  c-struin 
.hem,  they  would  yet  be  responsible  to  all  the  other 
states,  and  subject  to  such  procet dings  as  the  wis- 
dom and  policy  of  congress  -.bould  iliclale;  but  the 
judiciary  would  be  idle  spectator.;,  without  the 
power  of  interrereiice. 

No  s.ate  .sliall  emit  bills  of  credit.  This  prohi- 
'>ition  has  not  yet  produced  collision;  but  it  is 
fairly  to  be  [K-es'.toied,  i'rom  the  principles  esiablish- 
ed  by  other  a ;t.s  of  afijudicalion,  that,  if  the  mea-, 
.^ures  of  ceMain  states,  relative  to  banks,  were 
iu’ouglit  beiore  tlie  court  oi  the  United  States,  tlit  V; 
Would  be  declared  unconsittuiioual  and  void.  Nor 
would  it  be  .my  mailer  of  su;  prise  shiiuld  the  su- 
preme jud.ciaiy  yet,  by  sucii  a decision,  obtain 
oomrol  over  the  ]r.ulicy  of  u wliole  co  Tmaniiy,  rela- 
tive to  a circ.tiutiiig  medium  for  any  special  and 
necessary  purposes,  inoughit  might  not  be  preiend- 
ed  that  sucu  currency  wes  made  a legal  tender.— 
ICeiUucky  has  incurpcrsted  o,  banls  fos  i^^essjs&ry 


purposes.  T!ie  crisis  of  ihe  country  demanded  it, 
41111  the  people  have  sanc’ioned  it  with  a unanimity 
almost  unparalleled.  If  the  constitutionality  of 
this  subject  were  brought  before  the  federal  judi- 
ciary, I have  little  doubt  that  the  law  would  be  de- 
clared null  android;  and  the  state,  by  such  a deci- 
sion, of  persons  neither  interested  in  her  policy, 
nor  respon.«ible  to  her  citizens,  deprived  of  the 
power  of  relief  in  these  limes  of  overwhelming 
difficulty. 

In  Great  Britain,  the  king  can  do  no  wrong.  Here, 

I suppose,  the  court  must  be  king,  and  the  states 
mu.st  submit  to  the  doctrine  that  tlie  judges  ran  do 
no  wrong.  But,  whether  the  states  are  right  or 
wrong,  the  judges  have  no  right  to  control  their 
sovereignty;  and  a government,  where  this  principle 
exists  in  the  latitude  contended  for,  is  not  worth 
maintaining.  The  fact  is,  that  the  courts  were 
never  organized  for  this  purpose,  to  control  the' 
states  and  prescribe  the  limits  of  their  powers. 

No  state  shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  a contract.  This  is  the  clau.se  which  has 
j furnished  the  pretext  for  the  federal  judiciary  to 
j declare  state  laws  unconstitutional.  Like  that 
I clause  which  stipulates  that  no  state  shall  pass  an 
\ e.v  post  facto  law,  it  w'as  not  i.otended  to  give  the 
j federal  judiciary  authority  over  state  laws,  andt' 

! between  a state  and  its  citizens.  In  both  cases  the 
j constitution  recognizes  a principle  of  morality, 
ifound.ed  on  jus'ice  and  religion.  The  states  have' 
i pledged  themselves,  in  the  federal  constitution,  not 
(to  pass  an  ex  post  facto  law,  nor  a law  violating  tho 
I obligation  of  a c ontract.  Does  this  clause  enlarge 
i t!;e  powers  of  the  federal  judiciary?  Certainly  not, 
j any  more  than  that  which  provide.s  that  a state  shall 
I not  go  to  war.  Each  state  is  the  judge  of  its  ow» 
j honor  and  the  keeper  of  its  own  conscience,  .and  in 
1 !>ot!i  cases  >he  court  is  alike  incompetent  to  correct 
I (he  evil.  If  it  belongs  to  any  branch  of  the  genc- 
I r il  goverrnment,  it  is  certainly  to  any  other  rather 
j ibao  the  com-  ; but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  a point  to 
j b'^  settled  betwixt  the  legislature  and  the  people 
of  such  a state.  Suppose  a stale  should  pass  a latsr 
*.o  puiiis!)  as  a crime,  an  act  which  was  lawful  when 
it  ir  inspired,  if  (he  state  judiciary  should  sus- 
tain if,  tiie  victim  must  sijtrer:  for  the  federal  ju- 
diciary coul  I not  iiiUrftre.  'I’he  remedy  is  with 
the  peofile  of  t.he  state,  and  not  with  the  general 
government.  But,  according  to  the  construction 
■ which  ihe  federal  court.s  have  assumed,  they  might 
Irtscue  the  criminal  from  tiie  sentence  of  the  law, 

; lud  b iiig  him  before  the  supreme  court  of  the 
! United  State; ; and  thus  a pretext  would  be  furnish- 
j ed  for  usurping  jur'isdiction  in  ail  criminal  as  well 
j as  civil  cases  arising  undur  that  prohibition.  If  the 
j court  has  jurisdiction  in  one  case,  it  has  in  both; 
j but  the  fact  i.s,  the  jurisdiction  is  legitimate  in  nei- 
^ dier.  The  doctrine  of  control  over  slate  authori- 
l ties  arises  from  a supposition  of  abuse  of  power; 
I but  in  what  case  has  any  state  manifested  more  am- 
• bi’ion,  more  iove  of  power,  more  domination,  than 
I the  general  government?  In  what  respect,  and  for 
V.  'lal  parlicuiar  act,  is  the  general  government  en- 
i.itled  lo  more  confidence  than  the  states?  The  pow'- 
e.rs  of  congress  are  limited  by  the  constitution,  &nd, 
if  they  transcend  their  powers,  shall  the  state  judi- 
ciaries interfere?  They  may,  upon  the  same  princi- 
ple that  the  federal  judiciary  m-sy  interfere  if  a 
state  shall  transgress;  but  no  state  has  been  so  for- 
ward in  the  exercise  of  power.  'I'hey  have  left  it 
where t bee  onslilui ion  leaves  ii,  and  v.here  the  fede- 
ral courts  ought  to  leave  it — with  the  people.  If 
an  umpire  c n be  appointed  to  settle  differences 
I that  aris^,  thege  points,  tiig.  evH  wUi 
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arrested,  but,  if  not,  the  independeace  of  state  go- 
mems  is  lost. 

'I'he  states  are  entitled  to  confidence  and  it  is 
reposed  in  them  by  every  branch  of  the  general 
government,  except  the  judiciary.  Here,  and  here 
alone,  do  they  meet  the  opposition  which  is  due 
only  to  transgressors.  The  constitution  leaves 
With  the  states  the  power  offixingthetime  and  plare 
of  holding  elections  for  representatives  in  congress, 
till  the  general  government  shall  deem  it  expedi* 
eni  to  interfere.  The  election  of  senators  is  con- 
fided to  the  states,  without  power  in  the  general 
government  to  prescribe  any  limitations.  The 
state  legislatures  have  heretofore  regulated  the 
manner  of  choosing  electors  for  president  and  vice- 
presidednt  of  the  United  Stales.  All  this  shows 
that  the  whole  system  is  founded  on  confidence, 
and  that  this  confidence  is  still  unimpaired  in  the 
mind  of  cqngress,  and  in  no  instance  has  it  been 
betrayed.  Even  if  a state  shall  be  uninindfsl  of  her 
duty  in  this  respect,  the  judiciary  can  never  bring 
her  to  a sense  of  propriety. 

The  union  is  the  idol  of  the  American  people.-* 
St  is  regarded  by  all  as  the  bulwark  of  safety;  sacred 
as  ihe  ark  of  the  covenant;  and  their  indignant 
irowns  would  drive  into  obscurity  the  man  who 
would  attempt  to  weaken  the  bond.  In  adverting 
to  particular  instances  in  wliich  the  state  authori- 
ties have  been  set  at  defiance,  the  case  of  New 
Hampshire  shall  first  be  noted. 

In  1759,  the  king  of  England  graivted  to  Dart- 
mouth college  a charter  of  incorporation,  without 
!^imitation  of  time.  Education  was  the  object;  and 
New  Haraphire  was  then  a British  colony.  After 
the  revolution,  when  New  Hampshire  had  become 
an  independent  state,  the  legislature,  by  a dona- 
tion of  land  to  this  college,  recognized  it  as  a cor- 
porate body.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
'.constitution,  the  legislature  modified  the  charter, 
without  the  consent  of  the  corporation,  and  the  su- 
jyeme  court  of  that  slate  sustained  the  act  ot  the 
legislature.  The  cause  was  then  taken  before  the 
supreme  court  of  4he  United  Slates,  and  the  act  of 
fhe  stale  of  New  Hampshire  was  declared  to  be 
unconstitutional  and  void,  on  the  ground  that  the 
charter  of  the  king  of  England  to  the  trustees  was 
a contract  within  the  meaning  of  that  clause  of  the 
federal  constitution  which  provides  that  no  state 
iihall  pass  a law  impairing  the  obligation  of  a con- 
tract, and  that  the  modification  of  the  charter  was  a 
'^/iolation  of  this  clause.  By  this  decision  the  prin- 
cipal literary  institution  in  New  Hampshire  is  plac- 
ed beyond  the  control  of  the  legislature  of  that 
state;  and  an  act  of  the  British  king  cannot  be 
changed  by  the  state  that  has  become  independent 
of  the  edicts  of  that  monarch.  I will  here  leave 
the  free  sons  of  the  north  to  vindicate  their  own 
conduct  in  pretending  to  be  so  independent  as  to 
presume  to  touch  the  consecrated  act  of  their 
former  sovereign,  and  proceed  to  the  great  and  en- 
terprising state  of  New  York. 

It  is  certainly  correct  in  the  judiciary  to  shew  no 
respect  to  particular  stales,  in  the  exercise  of  this 
high  prerogative  of  controlling  their  destinies;  and 
in  the  case  which  I am  about  to  notice,  we  have  a 
striking  instance  of  their  impartiality.  1 allude  to 
that  in  which  the  supreme  court  set  aside  the  bank- 
rupt law  of  the  state  of  New  York,  on  the  groud 
that  it  violated  contracts.  The  court  admitted  t!ie 
right  of  a state  to  pass  a bankrupt  lav.-,  and  that 
such  a law  could  not  be  controlled  but  by  an  act  ol 
congress  contravening  its  execution;  but  that  it 
must  contain  no  provision  impairing  the  obligatio.. 

qf  ^ contract.  The  court  thea  delivers  this  opi- 


nion, which  must  be  an  omnipotent  and  immutable 
decree:  that  any  such  act  of  a slate,  which  will  re- 
lease fi  om  the  contract  the  future  acquisitions  of  a 
bankrupt,  is  a violation  of  the  obligation  of  a con- 
tract, and  therefore  unconstitutional;  that,  as  the 
bankrupt  law?  of  the  state  of  New  York  contains 
such  a provision,  it  is  unconstitutional  and  void- 
By  this  decision,  it  appears  the  slate  has  a constitu- 
tional right  to  pass  a bankrupt  law,  provided  the 
state  shall  never  exercise  that  pou  ^r;  but,  if  the 
power  is  exercised,  the  right  is  forfeited  and  the 
law  is  void:  for  the  very  essence  ofa  bankrupt  law 
is,  that  the  bankrupt,  on  making  a failhfuljsurren- 
der  of  his  properly,  shall  be  released  forever,  both 
in  person  and  in  his  tu  ure  gains.  To  make  this 
dec'sion  the  more  imposir.g,  the  court  have  also 
settled  this  point,  that  it  is  linmatenal  whether  the 
contract  in  question  was  executed  before,  or  subse- 
quent to,  the  passage  of  such  law  whether  pros- 
pective or  re  rospective;  in  either  case,  the  provi- 
sion is  unconstitutional  a:>d  void.  1 presume  the 
supreme  court  could  scarcely  have  considered  the 
extent  to  which  this  decision  must  inevitably  lead. 
They  acknowledge  the  right  of  a staie  to  pass  a 
bankrupt  law — they  deny  the  right  of  a state  to 
exonerate  from  the  former  claims  of  his  creditor, 
the  property  which  the  bankrupt  may  acquire  after 
iiis  conforming  to  the  requisitions  of  the  bankrupt 
law.  If  the  decision  is  correct  this  eioneralioii 
does  not  enter  into  the  essence  of  a bankrupt  law. 
The  consequence  vhen  is,  that  a bankrupt  law,  which 
congress  may  pass,  containing  this  provision,  will 
also  be  unconstitutional,  for  congress  has  no  ex- 
press power  to  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts; 
and  none  even  dreamed  of  a bankrupt  law  without 
this  provision.  A state  may  pass  a bankrupt  law» 
and  congress  may  pass  a bankrupt  law—a  state  shall 
not  viol.ite  the  obligation  of  contract,  and  congress 
has  no  power  to  violate  the  obligation  of  a coiuract. 
But  the  federal  court  has  decided  that  a law  to 
secure  the  bankrupt  in  the  enjoyment  of  h;s  future 
a'..quisitions  of  wealth,  is  unconstilulional;  there- 
fore, a bankrupt  law,  tliough  passed  by  congress, 
containing  the  common  and  most  important  provi-- 
sions  of  bankruptcy,  must  be  unconstitutional,  a 
violation  of  contract,  and  of  no  effect.  Tlie  right 
of  passing  a bankrupt  law,  carries  in  it  the  right  of 
exonerating  the  honest  and  unfortunate  bankrupt, 
in  every  way,  from  future  prosecutions  on  account 
of  past  transactions.  It  is  a subject  w'hich  addresses 
I'seif  to  the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  tho  legisla- 
latuie,  when,  and  upon  what  terms  the  principle 
shall  be  established;  and,  like  other  acts  of  sove- 
reignty involving  the  deepest  interest  of  the  com- 
munity, it  will  alwajs  be  exercised  wiih  judgment 
and  caution.  It  is  the  practice  of  many,  if  not  all. 
liie  states,  to  exempt,  at  all  times,  some  part  of  ihe- 
property  of  a debtor  from  executiori;  and  1 have  not 
heard  that  the  right  was  ever  called  in  question; 
such  as  necessary  parts  of  househould  furniture,  the 
,tools  of  a tnachanic,  and  the  farmer’s  implements 
of  husbandry.  But,  if  it  is  a violation  of  contract 
lo  limit  the  control  over  a debtor’s  property  for 
tiie  payment  of  debts,  then  this  practice  is  uncon- 
stitutional. For  the  same  reason  the  Virginia  sys- 
tem, which  exempi-s  h orn  sale  landed  estates  foe 
debt,  is  unconstitutional;  nor  can  it  be  importauc 
Whether  the  system  existed  previous  or  subsequent 
to  the  contract,  according  to  the  doctrine  estab- 
lished by  this  decision.  But  it  is  the  general  opi- 
nion that  the  supreme  court  would  give  tuil  opera- 
tion to  these  provisions,  if  they  should  be  establish- 
ed by  a law  of  congress,  and,  in  case  ofa  bankrupt 
law,  release  ifie  future  gains  of  Ute  bankrupt.  Many 
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petitions  are  before  ns  for  the  passage  of  a bank- 1 triotism,  conspiciio<is  on  all  orcasions;  and  pspe* 
rupt  lav/;  and  thousands  of  unfortunate  debtors  are  cially  for  the  part  which  she  acted  during  the  revo- 
waiting,  with  great  anxiety,  for  the  establishment  | Uitionary  struggle.  The  montiments  of  her  glory 
of  a general  system  lliat  will  release  their  future  In  resisting  the  foes  of  liberty  greet  f'e  eye*<  of  the 
earnings  from  the  claims  of  their  creditors,  on  the  | traveller  with  gratitude  and  delight;  w!  ile  the 
surrender  of  ail  their  present  living.  How  disap-  names  of  Princeton,  Trenton,  and  .Mon  v outh,  as* 
pointed  will  they  be  if  \ou  give  them  a uniform  j sociate  with  these  sentiments  of  veneration  f»r  the 
systenn,  but  in  it  extend  notone  solitary  advantage  character  ot  Jersey.  It  is  very  evident,  tliii  *he 
beyond  what  they  now  enjoy.  One  misfortune  stale  granted  those  landr  as  a personal  benefit  to 
must  plunge  the  man  of  business  into  rum,  and  no  the  Indians,  an  1 exempted '.liem  frorn  taxation  upon 
earthly  power  can  so  extricate  him,  as  that  he  can  the  good  old  principle  of  the  revolution— a principle 
nave  his  future  earnings  from  the  merciless  grasp  of|ever  dear  to  .Xmericans — that,  as  the  Indian*,  were 
l;is  creditors,  to  supply  the  calls  of  nature  for  hi.s|  not  permitted  to  p.^rticipate  in  tlie  government  of  the 
dependent  family.  Hut  it  is  tlie  state  sovereignty  j state,  tliey  ought  not  to  pay  taxes  for  the  support 
tliat  is  a subject  of  judicial  control;  let  congress  of  that  government;  but  when  the  lands  were  af- 
adopt  the  same  measures,  and  they  will  be  federal — I terwards  sold  to  those  who  were  entitled  to  a re*- 

presentation,  it  was  correct  tliat  they  slioulJ  con- 
tribute tlieir  proportion  to  the  expenses  of  the 
state.  But  the  supreme  court,  has  overrtded  the 


:he  case  will  he  entirely  altered. 

I will  now  come  to  the  smaller  state  of  New 
Jersey,  though  not  the  less  entitled  to  high  consi- 


deration and  respect.  If  p.'iiriotic  devotion  to  thej  decision  of  the  state,  and  established  the  principle, 
national  welfare  in  peace  and  in  war — if  generous i ttiat  there  may  be  representation  withoti^  the  right 
sacriHces  to  the  cause  of  independence  constitutej  of  taxation.  I'lie  conduct  of  Xew  Jersey,  i.i  my 
a claim  of  merit,  no  state  in  the  union  is  entitled  i mind,  needs  no  apology;  but,  if  necessary,  I leave  it 
to  higher  marks  of  honor  than  New  Jersey.  But*v/iih  the  learned  members  from  that  state  to  vin- 
iet  us  notice-tlie  admonition  which  the  federal  ju-  dicate  her  from  the  charge  of  covenant-breaking 
diciary  has  given  this  state,  to  retrace  the  steps  wi/ich  this  decision  fixes  upon  her. 
which  she  has  ventured  to  lake  before  consuiiingj  The  next  in  order  that  presents  itself,  is  the  re- 
them.  In  1759,  while  a British  colony,  this  state  sp"ctable  state  of  Pennsylvania,  with  whom  tfie  idea 
granted  certain  lands  to  the  Delaware  Indians,  to  originated,  of  constituting  this  body  a tribunal,  to 
hold  in  perpetuity,  without  being  subject  to  taxa-j  decide  upon  controversies,  when  that  serious  con- 
tion,  but  with  an  injunction  that  these  land^^  should  ' diet  existed  between  the  two  governments,  in  what 
never  be  sold  or  leased  by  the  Indi&n.s.  In  1801,  j is  commonly  called  the  Olmstead  case.  Her  con- 
the  legislature  of  New  Jei  aey  passed  an  act  authonz- ' duct  was  firm,  but  temperate.  Congress  must  not 
iiig  these  lands  to  be  sold,  but  without  a clause  ex-|  mistake  tl’.e  motive  that  dictated  the  course  which 
pressly  repealing  that  part  of  the  act  of  1759,  which  I she  took.  She  yielded,  not  because  she  was  con- 
exempted  them  from  taxation.  In  1804,  that  clause  | vinced,  or  alarmed,  but  because  she  was  unwilling 
was  repealed,  and  the  lands  aftewards  taxed  in  I to  use  the  militia  which  was  ordered  out,  to  shed 
common  with  other  property  in  that  state.  | the  blood  of  her  own  children.  It  was  thglove  of 

Tlie  proprietors  ref^used  to  pay  the  tax,  and  suit!  order.  Pennsylvania  is  like  the  rock  in  the  midst  of 
Was  brougiit  against  them,  in  which  both  tlie  in-[the  tempest— she  is  not  to  be  shaken — she  is  slow 
ferior  and  superior  courts  of  the  slate  decided  in  in  her  anger,  bu.  mighty  in  her  wrath — her  blood 
favor  of  the  legality  of  the  tax.  The  case  was  then  runs  slowdy,  unless  aroused  by  a sense  of  injury,  or 
carried  into  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  ■ by  a serious  attack  upon  the  first  principles  of  self- 


ami  there  it  was  decreed,  in  opposition  to  both  the 
legislative  and  judicial  authority  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  tliat  the  law  was  in  violation  of  a con- 
tract  implied  in  the  original  grant  to  those  Indians, 
therefore  unconsiltutional  ami  void,  and  those  lands 
forever  free  from  taxation.  Now,  sir,  what  can  oe 
more  dangerous  to  the  existence  of  liberty,  than 
power  lodged  in  a body,  in  no  way  amenable  to  the 
stale  for  its  exercise,  which  may  set  at  defiance 
the  whole  consliiuied  authority  of  that  state,  and 
even  subvert  lier  system  of  taxation  upon  her  own 
domains?  ’//as  it  for  this  that  Jersey  bled  at  every 
pore  to  resist  the  authority  of  taxation  without 
representation — that  she  might  submit  to  the  same 
deprivation  at  home  without  the  power  of  repair- 
ing an  injury  or  of  arresting  its  progress?  And 
such  is  indeed  her  forlorn  condition,  and  that  of 
every  state  in  the  union,  if  the  federal  judiciary 
may  prohibit  them  from  taxing  one  part  of  their 
domain,  and  thus  impose  upon  them  the  necessity 
of  doubling  the  burthen  upon  other  parts  to  make 
good  her  revenue.  Such  power,  vested  in  an  inde- 
pendent, irresponsible  tribunal,  may  eventually 
swallow  up  the  stales,  and  leave  their  governments 
but  a shadow,  unless  some  other  tribunal  shall  be 
established,  amenable  to  the  states  or  to  the  people, 
with  power  to  overrule  their  decisions  when  er- 
roneous. New  Jersey  is  worthy  of  higher  regard 
than  to  lie  at  the  mercy  of  an  irresponsible  judicia- 
ry. I am  proud  to  acknowledge  the  respect  which 
i feel  for  her,  on  account  of  her  disinterested  pa- 
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gcvernm-i-nt.  If  such  a state  of  things  should  ever 
exist;  if  Pennsylvania  were  assailed  by  foreign  ag- 
gressions, or  domestic  usurpations,  you  would  find 
her  like  the  angry  lion;  and  it  would  be  as  vain  to 
attempt  to  move  her  from  her  ground  by  force,  as 
was  the  command  of  Great  Conute,  the  Danish 
monarch  of  England,  to  compel  the  waves  of  the 
ocean  to  stand  still,  and  not  encroach  upon  his  ma- 
jesty, Pennsylvania,  as  to  the  union,  occupies  a 
central  position,  and  serves  as  a ballast  to  keep  all 
parts  steady.  Among  her  people  you  see  the  gal- 
lant Irishman  and  his  descendant,  the  silent  and 
observing  Quaker,  the  industrious  and  solid  Ger- 
man, who,  mixed  together,  constitute  a population 
who  know  how  to  estimate  and  defend  their  rights. 
The  particular  merits  of  the  case  alluded  to  are  too 
well  known  to  need  repetition;  but  to  the  magna- 
nimity of  the  state  we  may  ascribe  its  peaceful  con- 
clusion. 

Let  us  next  come  to  Maryland,  and  notice  the 
case  of  M’Gulloh.  In  relation  to  this  case,  I shall  ' 
be  happy  to  hear,  in  what  way  this  state  shall  be 
justified  by  her  distinguished  representative,  who 
has  had  the  opportunity  of  viewing  disunctly  the 
various  grounds  taken  by  the  federal  judiciary  in 
the  construction  of  its  own  constitutional  powers. 
It  is  the  case  of  the  United  States’  bank,  before  al- 
luded to;  a case  in  whith  I deem  it  my  privilege 
and  my  duty  to  dissent  from  the  court  in  some  of 
its  positions.  I will  here  observe,  that  I have  no 
persowal  eroraplaint  agaiast  that  institution,  nor  any 
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moti%’e  u hatever  to  speak  harshly  of  it.  So  far  as  I 
have  l.ad  any  dealings  with  it,  the  conduct  of  that 
bank  has  been  marked  with  an  honorable  liberality, 
and  nty  acquaintance  with  its  president  enables  me 
to  say  with  confidence,  that  for  correctness,  integri- 
ty and  capacity,  he  is  entitled  to  the  rank  which  he 
occupies  among  our  most  distinguished  citizens 
liut  it  is  the  principle  of  judicial  decision  that  I 
would  refer  to.  'I'he  court  has  determined  that 
this  bank  has  the  right  to  locate  a branch  in  a slate 


restored  by  constitutional  interposition  It  may 
have  been  impolitic  to  have  imposed  this  tax;  but 
the  right  cannot  be  relinquished  while  the  recipro* 
cal  right  exists  on  the  other  side;  and  unless  some 
remedy  is  provided  to  counteract  the  mischief  that 
must  arise,  no  one  can  predict  where  it  will  end. 

In  relation  to  the  state  of  Ohio,  I am  not  so  rea- 
dy to  say  that  her  proceeding  \ as  correct.  It  was 
at  the  instance  of  many  of  her  distinguished  citi- 
zens, that  the  bank  located  branches  djere;  and  the 


without  the  consent  of  that  state;  that  the  charter  j object  of  the  tax  was  evidently  to  drive  them  back, 
of  an  incorporation  does  not  involve  a distinct  so- 'or  destroy  them.  1 contend  f^or  the  right  of  taxa- 
verei,-  n power,  but  is  the  instrument  of  carrying  ition,(not  of  imposing  penalties),  a right  which  be- 
into  e^’ect  the  power  which  originates  it;  that  con-; longs  to  the  essence  of  sovereignty,  whether  the 
gress  might  adopt  such  means  as  they  shall  judge Utock  belongs  to  citizetis,  to  foreigners,  or  to  the 
proper  to  carry  their  power  into  effect,  and  that!  United  States;  and  the  charter  of  the  proprietors 
the  question,  what  means  are  most  suitable,  whether  i cannot  impair  the  right.  But,  if  Oliio  w'as  wrong. 


a bank  or  other  means,  is  not  a subject  ot  judiciul, 
but  political  investigation;  that  when,  for  the  ex 
crcise  of  this  power,  congress  shall  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  locate  a bank,  or  to  authorize  the  location 
of  any  of  its  branches  in  a state,  such  state  has  not 
the  power  to  impose  a lax  on  such  bank  or  branch, 
as  shall  be  located  within  its  jurisdiction;  v/ith  this 
reservation,  that  the  principle  does  not  extend  to 
the  real  estate  of  such  bank,  nor  to  the  proprie- 
tary right  of  the  citizens  of  that  state.  This 
decision,  though  plausible  at  first  view,  will  be 
found  highly  exceptionable  upon  closer  investiga- 
tion. The  right  of  taxation  is  acknowledged  to  be 
concurrent  with  the  states  and  the  United  States, 
except  where  constitutional  restrictions  are  impos- 
ed; and  no  one  pretends  to  say  that  the  constitution 
gives  any  exclusive  privilege  to  tax  banks,  or  con- 
tains  any  prohibition  upon  that  power.  If  the  es- 
tablishment of  a bank  by  the  United  States  is  a 
means  of  exercising  sovereignty,  the  establishing  of 


yet  the  proceedings,  in  relation  to  her,  were  an  un- 
warranted breach  of  her  sovereignly,  and  a viola- 
tion of  her  rights  as  astute.  She  was  prosecuted,  and 
placed  into  the  custody  of  the  marshal — She  was 
imprisoned  and  bound  in  chains  by  the  federal  judi- 
ciary— Her  treasurer  was  taken  by  a process  from 
the  United  States  court;  the  keys  of  the  treasury 
taken  from  him,  the  doors  of  the  strong  box  opened, 
and  the  money  taken  from  the  coffers.  But  the 
altitude  which  she  assumed  under  these  proceed- 
ings, was  such  as  to  sustain  her  native  dignity  of 
character,  while  sl’.e  submitted  to  the  constituted 
authority  of  the  union.  It  is  lUii  my  intention  to 
enter  into  a minute  detail  of  the  transactions,  or  to 
attempt  a vindication  of  her  conduct;  but  leave 
that  to  those  who  are  better  acquainted  with  the 
facts.  The  legal  and  constitutional  principles  in- 
volved in  the  case,  are  sufficient  for  the  present 
purpose.  The  consiiimioii  intended  to  guard 
against  the  liability  of  a state,  in  certain  cases,  to 
a bank  by  a state  is  equally  so;  and  if  a tax,  levied! be  sued;  and  it  appears  to  me,  that  this  is  one  of 
by  a state  upon  a branch  of  the  United  States’  bank,  ^ those  cases.  A state  can  be  sued  only  by  issuing 
is  a violation  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  general  go-  i the  process  against  its  official  organs,  or  agent;  and 


vernment,  a tax  levied  by  the  United  States  upon  a 
state  bank  is  a violation  of  the  state  sovereignty. — 
Bui,  during  the  late  war,  the  general  government 
did  impose  a tax  upon  state  banks,  and  the  act  was 
sustained;  now,  when  a state  levies  a tax  upon  a 


in  this  way  were  the  proceedings  brought  against 
Ohio.  If  we  admit  that,  in  every  step,  the  state 
was  wrong,  yet  the  principle  is  the  same;  for  if  a 
usurped  jurisdiction  may  interfere  when  a state  is 
wrong,  the  same  usurpation  may  also  prevent  her 


branch  of  the  United  Slates*  bank  within  the  limits ; from  doing  right:  and,  right  or  wrong,  a state  is 
of  its  jurisdiction,  the  law  is  declared  to  be  uncon- ! not  amenable  to  the  federal  judiciary  for  her  con- 
stitutional, because  it  is  an  encroachment  of  sove-  \ duct.  Ohio  has  evinced  great  ability,  in  contending 
reignty.  The  plain  doctrine  involved  in  this  de- 
cision is,  that  the  stales  are  bound  to  respect  the 
sovereignty  of  the  United  Slates,  but  the  United 
States  are  not  bound  to  respect  the  sovereignty  of 
the  states.  The  powers  of  the  general  government 
are  omnipotent,  but  the  powers  of  the  states  are 
whatever  the  court  may  please  to  prescribe.  Such 
is  the  practical  efiiect  of  this  decision.  The  gene- 
ral government  may  tax  a state  bank,  but  a state 
may  not  tax  a branch  of  the  United  States’  bank 
within  its  jurisdiction;  because  the  general  govern- 
ment is  sovereign,  and  the  slate  governments  are 
subordinate. 

Ohio  and  Kentucky  are  involved  in  the  same  pre- 
<licament  with  Maryland.  The  general  government 
laid  a tax  upon  the  state  banks  of  Kentucky,  and 
the  tax  was  paid.  Kentucky,  in  turn,  laid,  not  an 
extravagant,  but  a moderate,  a reasonable  tax  upon 
the  branches  of  the  United  States*  bank  in  that 
State,  and  the  court  of  appeals  of  the  state  decided 
that  it  was  constitutional.  The  decision  was  able, 
and  the.  arguments  on  which  it  was  founded,  were 
conclusive;  but  they  considered  it  wise  to  acquiesce 
in  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United 
States,  and  suffer,  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  this  vio 


against  this  dangerous  principle,  and  in  vindicating 
the  correct  and  only  safe  doctrine  on  which  our 
union  can  be  perpetuated. 

These  are  some  of  the  cases  in  which  the  laws 
of  the  states  have  been  declared  unconstitutional, 
and  the  sovereignties  that  ord.Vined  them  prostrated 
by  the  federal  judicial*};  and  we  owe  it  more  to  the 
patriotic  forbearance  of  the  slates,  that  intestine 
commotions  have  not  been  the  result,  than  to  a 
conviction  in  the  minds  of  those  states,  that  these 
proceedings  were  sanctioned  by  justice  or  by  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution.  A remedy  is  necessary 
— a tribunal,  responsible  to  all  the  states  should  be 
constituted  with  appellate  jurisdiction,  and  in  its 
dicisions  all  will  acquiesce. 

In  the  case  of  Cohen  versus  Virginia,  the  conduct 
of  the  supreme  court  has  also  been  a subject  of 
much  animadversion  and  dissatisfaction.  The  most 
exceptionable  part  is  the  construction  of  their  own 
power,  v'hich  gives  them  jurisdiction  in  the  case. 
The  constitution  provides  that,  in  all  cases  in  which 
a state  is  a party,  the  supreme  court  shall  have  ori- 
ginal jurisdiction;  nothing  is  said  of  appellate  ju- 
risdiction in  such  cases;  but  here,  when  the  state 
was  a party,  the  supreme  court  exercised,  not  ori- 


tation  of  tbeip  right,  till  they  may  be  peacefully  but  appellate  jurisdiction.  It  would  seem,  by 
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this  clause  of  the  constitution,  that  it  was  never 
designed  that  a sfa^e  should  be  brought  before  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States  by  writ  of  er- 
ror; especially,  when  she  had  been  a party  to  the 
same  cas»  in  her  own  courts;  no,  not  even  wiih 
citiz^'ns  of  other  states  or  foreigners.  The  11th 
amendment  to  *h«  conctitiirion  provide*?,  that  the 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  nr»t  hr 
so  construed  as  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or 
equity  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of 
the  United  States  by  citizens  of  another  state,  or 
by  citizens  or  subjects  of  a foreign  state.  This 
amendment  was  introduced  in  consequence  of  suits 
brought  against  Massachusetts  and  Georgia,  soon 
after  the  formation  of  the  general  government. — 
Yet  the  supreme  court  assume,  not  only  original, 
but  appellate  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  Cohen, 
under  that  clause  of  the  constitution,  which  pro- 
vides tiiat  the  judicial  power  of  the  United  States 
sh  dl  extend  to  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  arising 
tmder  the  constitution,  laws,  and  treaties,  of  the 
United  States.  The  a'^gtiment  runs  thus:  that,  al- 
though they  could  not  exercise  anpellate  jurisdic- 
tion where  a state  is  a party,  provided  the  contro- 
versy arose  under  any  other  laws,  yet,  when  the 
controversy  arises  under  the  constitution,  laws,  or 
treaties  of  the  United  States,  they  may  assume  ap 
pellate  jurisdiction.  The  plain  meaning  is,  that 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court  shall  be  con- 
fined to  cases  arising  under  the  constitution,  laws, 
and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  and  that  subject 
to  the  restrictions  imposed  in  the  other  clause,  con- 
fining the  court  to  the  exercise  of  original  juris- 
diction over  states,  and  in  the  amendment  relating 
to  the  suability  of  slates;  that  is,  in  all  cases  thus 
arising,  they  may  exercise  jurisdiction,  but  when  a 
state  is  a par?)’,  their  juri.sdiction  must  be  original; 
and  if  commenced  or  prosecuted  by  a citizen  of  ano- 
ther state,  or  of  a foreign  state,  they  have  no  juris- 
diction in  the  case.  I have  no  doubt  that  this  is  the 
construction  which  ought  to  be  given  it;  but  the 
court  has  given  a latitude  of  construction  to  the 
restriction  which  absolutely  enlarges  their  juris- 
risdiction,  so  as  to  embrace  states  and  every  thing 
else,  when  the  controversy  arises  under  the  con- 
stitution, laws,  and  treaties  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  exercising  of  a guardian  power  over  the 
states,  even  to  the  revision  and  repealing  of  their 
laws;  and  to  controversies  arising  under  a’.ate  con- 
stitutions and  laws,  even  affecting  their  criminal 
code;  for  the  case  of  Cohen  was  of  this  last  descrip- 
tion, and  the  jurisdiction  was  also  appellate.  But 
I shall  no  longer  dwell  upon  a case  that  has  itself 
been  the  subject  of  a volume.  [Mr.  J here  con- 
cluded bis  remarks  for  this  day,  reserving,  by  the 
leave  of  the  senate,  what  further  he  had  to  say  un- 
til another  day.] 

After  Mr.  Johnson  concluded  his  remarks — 

Mr.  Otis  begged  the  indulgence  of  the  senate  for 
a few  mimites,  before  the  resolution  was  laid  by  for 
the  day.  lie  did  not  rise  now,  he  said,  with  an  in- 
tention of  taking  any  part  in  the  debate  generally. 
Though  he  felt  not  the  power  at  this  moment  to  do 
justice  to  the  subject,  yet  it  would  not  be  difficult 
to  shew  that,  so  tar  as  the  gentleman  from  Kentuc- 
ky had  proceeded  in  his  attempt  to  susiain  his  pro- 
position, he  had  failed  to  exhibit  sufficient  reasons 
for  the  proposed  amendment.  Mr.  O.  thought  it 
incumbent  on  every  member  who  introduced  a mea- 
sure of  so  grave  and  solemn  a character  as  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution,  to  shew  that  it 
Was  justified  by  the  abuses  and  inconveniences 
arising  from  the  want  of  it,  or  that  it  was  called 
for  by  some  universal  expression  of  public  opinion. 


Neither  of  these  reasons  in  favor  of  the  mea.sure 
had  occurred.  The  senate  were  told  that  the  su- 
preme court  had  committed  acts  of  injustice — not 
intentional,  indeed — but  that  it  had  erred  in  cases 
wherein  tlie  states  of  New  York  and  New  H.imp. 
shire  were  parlies  agfrrieved;  but  we  d ; not  lecrn, 
vairl  Mr.  Oils,  that  either  of  those  states  were  dis- 
-sti^fied,  or  have  sought  redress  in  ar  y mode;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  have  acquiesced  in  the 
decision  of  the  court. 

But,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  rose  to  avert  only  a refer- 
ence to  a particular  case,  introduced  by  the  gentle-^ 
man  from  Kentucky,  in  support  of  his  proposition, 
but  which,  Mr.  O.  said,  would  altogether  fail  as  an 
illustr.Ttion  of  the  position  taken.  He  had  not  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  as  denying 
the  expediency  of  some  tribunal  to  decide  contro- 
versies between  the  United  States  and  a single  state, 
but  as  recommending  a course  of  amicable  and  ac- 
commodating measures  in  all  such  cases.  But  the 
case  alluded  to  by  liim  to  jus’ify  this  course  wa.s 
not  fortunate  for  any  purpose  cf  illustration.  The 
iionorahle  gentleman  had  adopted  tlie  supposition 
that  Massachu«:etls,  during  the  late  war,  liacl  denied, 
the  constitutional  right  or  the  United  States’  go- 
vernment to  call  forth  the  militia.  This  ailusion 
had  been  made,  indeed,  with  much  delicacy,  but 
he  could  not  on  that  account  permit  the  error  to 
pass  without  explanation.  Mr.  O.  denied  that  there 
had  ever  been  any  controversy  between  the  gene- 
ral  government  and  Massachosetts  as  to  suc.h  con- 
sti  utional  power,  or  any  disobedience,  in  fact,  to 
the  lawful  requisition  of  the  general  government, 
though  such  an  imjiression  was  very  general  and 
^ad  sunk  deep  in  the  public  mind.  But  the  fact 
was,  that  the  militia  of  Massachusetts  had  always 
been  in  readiness  to  obey  llie  call  of  the  general 
government  in  the  emergencies  contemplated  by 
the  constitution,  when  ordered  into  the  field.  Their 
controversy  turned  upon  the  right  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  them  from  their  own  officers.  When  the 
war  took  place,  the  whole  militia  were  put  in  com- 
plete readiness,  (by  order  of  the  state,  and  in  corn* 
pliance  with  a requisidon  from  the  general  govern- 
ment), to  take  the  field.  They  were  promptly 
placed  in  a state  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  general 
government.  In  some  cases  they  were  placed  un- 
der the  immediate  command  of  the  United  States* 
officers,  and  in  all  cases  were  ready  under  their  own 
officers.  Whenever  the  occasion  should  justify  it, 
he  was  ready  to  shew,  from  every  document  and 
record,  and  from  uncontrolable  evidence,  that  the 
troops  of  Massachusetts  were  always  ready  to  per- 
form the  orders  of  the  pre.'fident  of  the  U.  States. 
There  was,  then,  no  subject  for  the  coepcio!i  of  fhe 
strong  arm  of  the  union  in  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts. A regular  army  of  the  United  States  wa« 
what  they  wanted;  and,  had  an  army  been  marched 
into  that  state  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  union,  ac- 
cording to  the  supposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky — the  question  being  asked.  Where  are 
your  militia?  the  answer  would  have  been.  Here 
they  are.  xVll  they  wanted  was  an  army  with  offi- 
cers, and  not  officers  without  an  army. 

Had  the  honorable  gentleman  come  with  his  lau- 
rels, and  followed  by  troops,  lie  would  have  found 
the  militia  of  the  state  ready  to  join  him,  and  no 
constitutional  controversies  to  settle  at  the  point  of 
the  sword.  Massachusetts  had  slirunk  from  no  part 
of  her  duty  in  the  late  war— she  had  contributed 
her  full  proportion  of  men  and  money  to  carry  on 
that  war,  as  it  would  be  easy  to  .shew  in  due  time 
and  place.  He  concluded  i!>e  few  remaiks,  v/hich 
he  studiously  con.^ued  to  a particular  point,  and 
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which  he  had  made  at  that  moment,  as  it  dispensed 
him  from  undertaking  to  g'O  fully  into  tlie  debalt, 
wl;ich  he  should  not  do,  unless  it  took  a wider  rang* 
than  he  anticipated,  saying  that,  although  he  was 
not  then  prepared  for  the  insti'Utioti  of  a tribunal 
for  the  seiilorttent  of  controversies  between  the  U. 
Suites  and  a ‘ingle  vtaie,  as  proposed  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  yet,  if  he  would  enlarge  his  motion  so 
as  to  enable  it  to  lake  cognizance  in  law  and  equity 
of  the  claim  of  Ma- sachuseus  against  the  union,  it 
wo'dii  go  farther  ihan  any  thing  be  had  heard  to 
reco'i'iie  hi.m  to  vote  for  it 

Mr.  Hoi,,>iks,  of  Maine,  did  not  rise,  he  said,  to 
env-r  into  he  m.ri.s  of  this  qufsiion.  H**  admit- 
ted that  when  a proposition  of  so  solemn  a ctiarac- 
ter  as  an  amendment  to  the  co.istitution,  came  be 
fore  t!ie  senate,  from  so  respectable  a source,  it 
ought  to  have  a solemn  consideration;  but  he  rose 
now  merely  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  proposi- 
tion. His  friend  had  very  ably  pointed  out  the  in- 
ad'  qu vcy  of  the  present  iiidependent  judiciary,  but 
had  failed  to  convince  him  that  the  senate  would ; 
be  4 proper  tribunal  to  create  as  an  appellate  court 
He  would  agree,  however,  that  the  judges  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  were  too  independent 
for  the  public  good;  the  constimlion  in  this  respect 
had  gone  too  far  and  experience  had  proved  it. — 
Experience  had  shown  that  when  the  slates  come 
in  conflict  with  the  union,  the  judges  lean  to  the 
interest  of  the  general  government,  and  usurp 
powers  which  do  not  legitimately  belong  to  them. 
While  he  admitted  this,  however,  he  was  not  will- 
ing  i.o  confer  additional  and  anomalous  powers  on 
this  senate.  He  would  keep  in  view  the  maxim  j 
vhich  taught  us  to  keep  asunder  tlse  ex 'cutive,  the  | 
legislative,  and  the  judicial  jlower.sof  government. 
He  was  much  afraid  of  that  thirst  for  power  which 
was  inherent  in  the  human  breast;  and  hat  it  would 
be  dangerous  to  impart  this  mixed  and  iucongru- 
Otis  power  to  ihe  senate.  The  theory  of  our  go- 
vernment was,  that  every  branch  otight  to  be  re- 
sponsible to  the  people— not  too  much  .so,  he  agreed, 
but  sufficiently  to  feel  and  be  sensible  of  it.  Many 
of  the  slates  had  applied  this  principle  to  their  ju- 
diciary, so  that  when  a judge  exercises  his  duties 
improperly,  and  deserves  to  have  the  public  confi- 
d'^nce  withdrawn  from  him^  there  was  a mode  pro- 
vided by  which  he  could  be  displaced.  There  was, 
Mr.  M.  knew,  a mode  provided  by  the  constitution 
for  bringing  the  judges  of  the  U dted  States  to 
accovuT;  but  he  meant  to  contend,  that  the  respon 
sibiiiiy  was  oo  remote,  so  much  so  as  to  amount 
almost  to  none  at  all.  T^'cre  must  be  some  inten- 
tion to  do  vvro  g;  some  wi.ful  malversation  in  office, 
to  give  ground  f>r  an  impeachment;  and  even  then 
they  would  always  tind  a minority,  of  one-ti;ird  and 
more  of  the  senate  so  good  natured  as  to  say,  that 
the  error  charged  on  the  impeached  officer,  was 
one  of  the  head  and  not  of  heart,  and  thus  the  pow- 
er of  impeachment  amounted  in  fact  to  nothing. — 
ft  was  in  this,  Mr.  U.  said,  that  the  constitution 
was  defective.  It  was  proper  that  the  president 
should,  on  the  address  of  a majority  of  the  two 
houses,  have  the  power  of  removal.  Perhaps  it 
might  be  better  to  require  more  than  a mere  ma- 
jority, and  to  say  that  two- thirds  should  unite  in  fbe 
address  for  removal;  else,  in  party  times,  the  pow- 
er light  be  made  subservient  to  political  bosliliiy 
His  proposiiion,  Mr.  H s.^id,  went  to  this— it  would 
bring  the  judges  to  a proper  and  salutary  depen 
dence  on  tiie  power  from  which  they  emanate;  and 
when  the  people,  by  their  representatives,  shouh; 
say  thi  a judge  ought  to  be  removed,  it  would,  !.■ 
all  proba!?iiity,  be  for  good  cause,  and  there  ought 


to  be  a power  lodged  in  the  president  to  curry  their 
wishes  into  effect. 

Mr  H.  concluded,  by  moving  a substitute  for  the 
proposition,  conformably  to  the  view  s he  had  sub- 
mitted, as  heretofore  stated. 

IN  SENATE,  JAXUAHT  15,  1822, 

Mr.  R.  M.  JoHNSoir,  in  contimuiiion.—ln  order  to 
un.derstand  perfectly  well  the  mystical  influence  of 
the  clause  in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
declaring  that  no  state  shall  pas.s  laws  in.pairing 
the  obligation  of  c'fcntracts,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
devote  a few  moments  to  the  examination  of  the  de- 
fects of  the  articles  of  the  confederation,  which  led 
to  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  Let  us 
keep  a vigilant  lookout  for  tlie  evils  which  sprung 
from  the  conduct  of  states  in  impairing  the  force 
of  obligations.  Mutual  defence  against  common 
danger,  induced  the  old  congress  to  submit  to  the 
slates,  (during  the  revolutionary  war),  the  articles 
of  confederation,  as  early  as  the  year  1778.  Many 
of  the  states  acceded  to  the  articles  of  confede- 
ration — others  hesitated — and  it  was  not  until  March, 
1781,  that  Maryland  acceded;  when  they  were  ra- 
tified by  all  the  states,  as  the  form  of  government 
for  the  United  States. 

Self-defence  and  self-preservation,  a sense  ofduty 
and  love  of  country,  bound  tiie  stales  together,  by 
the  acts  of  the  old  congi?ess  and  the  articles  of  con- 
federation as  soon  as  adopted.  When  the  danger 
was  over,  by  a happy  conclusion  of  the  contest,  and 
even  previously,  the  defects  of  the  confederation 
began  to  unfold  themselves.  The  old  congress 
turned  their  attention  to  this  subject  as  early  as 
February,  1781,  previous  to  the  surrender  of  lord' 
Cornwallis.  At  this  time,  a motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  of  New  Jersey,  the  object  of 
v/(iich  was  to  give  the  old  congress  the  right  of 
controling  the  commercial  regulations  of  every 
state,  and  the  exclusive  right  of  laying  duties  upon 
all  imported  articles,  with  the  consent  of  nine  states. 
In  April,  1783,  the  old  congress  entered  into  a re- 
solution, recommending  the  states  to  vest  congress 
with  the  power,  to  levy  certain  duties  upon  certain 
specified  articles,  to  raise  a revenue  to  discharge 
the  debt  of  the  revolution,  and  current  expenses. 
At  the  same  time,  a proposition  was  made  to  change 
the  rule  by  which  to  ascertain  the  proportions  of 
money  to  be  advanced  to  the  common  treasury  by* 
each  state,  from  the  value  of  landed  property, 
which  was  the  standard  fixed  by  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, to  that  of  population,  which  has  been 
fixed  by  the  present  constitution. 

The  po’wer  of  regulating  trade  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  the  power  to  raise  a revenue  by  the  right 
of  levying  duties  on  merchandize  for  a limited  pe- 
riod, occupied  the  old  congress  every  session,  in 
various  shapes  and  modifications,  always  accompa- 
nied with  an  able  recommendation  to  the  states,  by 
way  of  reviewing  the  ground,  until  it  was  finally 
recommended  to  the  slates  to  appoint  commission- 
ers for  the  purpose  of  agreeing  upon  a system  that 
would  sustain  the  general  government.  We  disco- 
ver men  of  great  distinction  laboring  in  this  work. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Chase,  and  others,  as 
a committee,  presented  a proposition  to  congress, 
on  the  30th  of  April,  1784,  to  recommend  to  the 
Slates  to  vest  congress  with  the  power  to  restrain 
rommerce,  except  in  American  vessels,  and  to  re- 
gulate it  with  foreign  nations,  under  certain  con- 
ditions and  limitations.  On  the  3d  of  March,  1786, 
■ve  find  congress  employed  in  revising  the  acts  of 
lie  several  states,  regulating  commerce  with  each 
other,  and  with  foreign  states,  recommending  ulted 
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rations  in  the  systems,  and  advisinjj  the  states  to 
adopt  them.  In  July,  1785,  we  fi  .d  a rommiitee, 
composed  of  col.  Monroe,  Mr.  King,  and  others, 
who  recommended  the  states  to  vest  congress  with 
the  power  to  regulate  trade  and  commerce,  and  to  ^ 
an>end  the  articles  of  confederation  in  such  manner 
as  to  grant  tliat  power. 

Such  was  the  extreme  difficulty  in  obtaining  an 
adequate  grant  of  power  to  regulate  commerce,  or 
to  raise  a revenue  for  the  objects  of  the  union,  that 
the  great  and  wise  men  of  that  day,  in  every  part, : 
were  laboring  in  the  state  legislatures  to  effect  the 
wishes  of  congress,  by  inducing  them  to  ratify  and  , 
confirm  their  recommendations  relative  to  trade, 
commerce  and  revenue.  It  was  on  the  30th  of  No 
vember,  1785,  therefore,  that  .Mr.  Madison  brought 
the  subject  into  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  ^ 
stale  of  Virginia,  and  introduced  a resolution  by  j 
which  seven  commissioners  were  appointed  by  that 
state,  to  meet  commissioners  from  the  other  states, 
to  con.-.i(ler  how  far  a uniform  system  in  their  com- 
mercial regulations  might  be  necessary  to  their  j 
common  interest;  and  to  report  that  system  to  the  ! 
several  slates  for  their  ratification.  This  measure  ; 
may  be  considered  as  the  foundation  of  the  fede- 
ral constitution.  Other  states  adopted  the  same 
measure;  and,  on  the  11th  day  of  September,  1786, 
the  commissioners  from  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Virginia,  convened  at 
Annapolis,  in  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  came  to ' 
the  unanimous  resolution  to  recommend  a conven- 
tion of  delegates  from  all  the  states,  to  meet  at 
Philadelphia,  on  the  second  Monday  in  May,  1787- 1 
The  old  congress  recommended  the  same  measure,! 
and  the  states  adopted  it.  In  the  able  stale  paper  j 
which  was  drafted  by  the  commissioners,  recom-; 
mending  the  convention,  a summary  view  is  given 
of  the  defects  of  the  conlederation.  The  regula  j 
tion  of  commerce  and  the  raising  of  a revenue,] 
were  the  great  objects  that  required  federal  pow- 
er. It  is  stated  that,  no  doubt,  other  objects  would 
require  attention;  but,  in  the  proceedings  of  the  old 
congress  and  the  state  legislatures,  up  to  the  for- 
mation of  the  federal  constitution,  we  find  these 
great  objects,  and  these  alone,  occupying  attention. 

I have  given  this  minute  account  of  the  origin  of 
our  government,  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  our  pre- 
sent difficulties.  It' is  most  w’onderful  that  this 
mighty  evil,  arising  from  the  practice  of  the  states, 
in  passing  laws  impairing  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts, was  never  thought  of,  nor  mentioned  in  any 
public  document  on  record  in  the  archives  of  tliis 
country,  as  one  of  the  causes  why  the  articles  of 
confederation  required  amendment.  No,  sir,  nei- 
ther directly  nor  indirectly;  yet,  in  this  our  day,  it 
would  appear  that  this  evil,  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts,  was  the  primary  motive  for  vest- 
ing the  general  governnient  with  strong  naiional 
powers.  Not  satisfied  with  the  absolute  control 
over  trade,  commerce  and  revenue,  the  states  must 
be  held  to  their  good  behavior,  and  give  bond  that 
they  will  not  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts: 
and  the  execution  of  this  trust  is  left  to  the  federal 
judiciary. 

The  state  of  Kentucky  has  abolished  imprison- 
ment for  debt.  It  was  an  act  of  the  last  session  of 
their  legislature— a body  of  men  who  would  !o  bo 
nor  to  any  age  or  any  nation.  This  very  act  was  or 
a character  to  give  them  never  dying  f.^me.  Cnu.e 
alone,  in  my  native  state,  can  deprive  the  n een.eii  of 
personal  liberty.  The  unfortuiuite  c:.ptive  is  re- 
leased from  his  confinement;  a’ d ihough  aejiaved 
of  property  by  me  vicissitudes  ot  loveiu.e  he  can 
walk  abroad  in  the  strength  and  coandence  of  tree- 


dom,  and  exult  in  ihe  fact  that  he  l.s  a citizen  of 
Kentucky.  The  Jews  had  their  jubilee— every 
fiftieth  year  the  jail-doors  w-ere  ihrown  opt  n;  but,  in 
Kentucky,  this  new  epoch  of  legi.slation  has  pro- 
claimed a I’ubilee,  Tiot  to  t<- rmb'ate  with  tlie  fitlielh 
year,  but  limited  only  with  tirre  itself  Vet,  sir, 
I find  the  same  legislature  have  passed  a law’  ea- 
tendinp  the  prison  hounds  to  the  limits  of  the  coun- 
ty, under  a belief  that  the  federal  judiciary  will 
declare  this  law,  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt, 
unconstitutional;  as  impairing  the  obligation  ofeon- 
tracts. 

The  fund  upon  which  executions  shall  operate  is 
a regulation  of  a political  character,  and  subject 
to  the  absolute  control  of  the  legislature.  That 
fund  may  be  extended  or  contracted  at  the^will  of 
the  state.  Land  may  be  made  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  as  in  Kentucky,  and,  x'ice  versa,  as 
in  Virginia,  it  mav  be  exempted.  The  body  of  the 
debtor  may  be  made  subject  to  the  execution  as  in 
Virginia,  or,  vice  versa,  it  may  be  released,  as  in 
Kentucky,  by  the  recent  act  to  obolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt;  and  yet,  such  have  been  the  doc- 
trines of  the  federal  courts,  tliat  serious  apprehen- 
sions were  entertained  by  the  legislature  of  that 
state,  that  this  humane  system  would  be  disregard* 
ed  by  the  fecferal  judges. 

I hope  to  be  indulged  with  a few  remarks  relative 
to  the  progress  of  this  principle,  which  has  confined 
the  body  of  the  debtor.  In  ancient  and  modem 
times,  personal  liberty  in  free  states  has  been  well 
secured  from  violation,  as  one  of  the  most  sacred 
rights  vvfiich  belongs  to  a freeman,  except  in  the 
case  of  the  power  of  the  creditor  over  the  debtor. 
To  the  disgrace  of  every  age  in-which  such  cruelty 
has  been  tolerated,  the  most  barbarous  practice  has 
prevailed,  of  placing  the  liberty  of  a citizen,  no 
matter  how  worthy,  at  the  mercy  of  a creditor, 
without  even  prima  fade  evidence  of  fraud  or  cri- 
minal conduct.  In  the  first  stage  of  this  tyrannical 
system,  the  creditor  had  the  absolute  power  and  con- 
trol over  the  life  and  liberty  of  the  debtor.  He 
might  sell  him  for  life,  as  well  as  his  wife  and  his 
children.  In  case  of  cruelry,  or  even  assassination, 
no  punishment  was  inflicted  for  the  horrid  deed. 
Nothing  was  more  common  than  to  inflict  the  most 
cruel  corporal  punishment;  and  it  is  no  fiction  to 
state  that  the  right  of  the  creditor  gave  him  a claim 
upon  the  dead  body,  and  to  deny  sepulchral  rights 
and  funeral  ceremonies,  until  the  relatives  or  friends 
of  the  deceased  should  pay  the  debt.  This  was, 
in  fact,  the  case  in  the  celebrated  republic  of  Kome, 
We  are  informed  by  history,  that  the  laws  of  the 
Twelve  Tables  contained  this  degrading  principle. 
Some  few  y ears  after  the  abolishing  of  monarchy  in 
Rome,  by  the  expulsion  of  Tarquin  the  Proud,  and 
while  the  exiled  monarch  was  Invading  the  Roman 


state  to  regain  his  power,  civil  commotion  was  so 
great,  in  consf'qut  nce  of  the  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  creditor  to  exercise  bis  unnatural  power 
over  the  liberty  of  the  debtor,  that,  to  save  the 
commonwealth,  the  senate  had  to  resort  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a Dictator,  who  had  the  control  of  all 
power  Without  any  responsibility.  This  dangerous 
expedient  adopu-il  by  the  Romans,  and  which  con- 
tinued in  cise  of  great  dangers  and  alarm,  had  its 
wrigm  111  this  despotic  and  anti-republican  princi- 
ple of  placing  the  freedom,  the  personal  liberty  of 
one  riuzen,  at  the  will  of  another.  The  Romans 
and  the  Romans  conquered.  TJhis  restored 
f iibur  peace  and  tranquility;  but,  like  all  nations 
s\  111  are  afflicted  with  war,  the  people  were  not  free 
b .r.  uebt,  but  greatly  involved.  I’he  creditors,  no 
longer  alarmed  at  foreign  invasion,  enforced  wiCh 
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ripor  their  claims  upon  their  debtors.  They  en- 
slaved, imprisoned,  scourged,  and  chained,  in  the 
character  of  debtors,  the  brave  defenders  of  the 
state.  The  people  were  alarmed.  They  saw  the 
lives  and  liberties  of  their  fellow-citizens  at  the 
inercv  of  a moneyed  aristocracy.  During  this  state 
of  things  the  commonwealth  was  invaded — the 
body  of  the  people  refused  to  arm  in  its  defence — 
those  who  were  called  upon  to  volunteer  their  ser- 
vices, exposed  their  limbs,  galled  with  fetters,  and 
torn  with  the  stripes  of  their  merciless  and  cruel 
creditors.  These  distractions  again  compelled  the 
senate  to  resort  to  the  appointment  of  a Dictator, 

. to  save  the  country.  The  enemies  were  again  re 
pulsed;  but  a part  of  the  army  separated  then>selves, 
and  camped  three  miles  from  llonrje,  in  a mutinous 
state,  on  the  Sacred  Hill  The  military  oath  which 
they  had  taken,  alone  prevented  them  from  march- 
ing against  the  capital  of  the  state.  They  refused 
to  serve  a country  where  the  unfortunate  was  not 
protected  in  his  personal  independence.  It  w'as  on 
this  occasion  that  the  tribunal  power  of  Uome  was 
created.  It  is  sufficient  to  astonish  the  human 
raind  to  think  that  the  power  of  the  creditor  could 
ever  produce  such  effects;  and  v/e  should  not  rea 
dily  believe  them  if  we  had  not  the  uniform  history 
of  those  times  to  establish  the  melancholy  fact. — 
Our  surprise  will  not  be  so  great  if  we  view  atten- 
tively the  condition  of  this  country  after  the  war  of 
the  revolution  and  the  late  v.'ar.  The  same  rigor, 
on  the  part  of  the  creditor,  and  with  the  same  pow- 
er, where  a third  of  our  population  stood  as  debt- 
ors, would  have  produced  as  great  commotion. — 
Nations  are  afflicted  v/ith  calamities  like  individuals, 
and, like  individuals,  the  body  politic  is  subject  to 
disease.  Wlien  pecuniary  embarrassments  arrive  at 
their  highest  point — when  the  inordinate  desire  after 
wealth  destroys  the  finer  feelings  of  the  soul,  and  in- 
furiates the  creditor  in  the  collection  of  his  debt 
against  the  unfortunate,  no  calamity  can  be  more  sig- 
nal; and,  while  we  subject  the  whole  property  of  the 
debtor  in  the  discharge  of  his  debts,  the  calamity 
should  be  mitigated  by  releasing  the  body  from  the 
degradation  of  imprisonment.  The  spirit  and  love 
of  liberty  have  already  relaxed  the  rigor  of  this 
system;  and,  as  certain  as  the  progress  of  liberty, 
and  the  triumphant  march  of  christianit},  so  sure 
will  this  principle  of  universal  emancipation  of 
the  person  from  pecuniary  claims,  prevailin  all  the 
countries  of  Christendom.  Where  the  principles 
of  liberty  denied  to  the  creditor  the  right  to  en- 
slave his  debtor,  either  for  life  or  for  a term  of 
years,  he  was  authorized  to  take  his  body  by  the 
ca.  sa,  and  subject  him  to  perpetual  imprisonment. 
Next,  the  prison  doors  were  opened,  and  the  pri- 
son bounds  were  given,  confined  to  a small  space. 
These  bounds  are  enlarging,  and  the  time  will  come 
when  they  will  extend  to  the  bounds  of  the  uni- 
verse. Contract  is  founded  upon  confidence  and 
^pon  property,  and  property  is  the  only  fund  upon 
which  contracts  can  rightfully  operate.  Take  the 
property,  but  spare  the  body  of  the  debtor.  This 
is  the  voice  of  justice,  of  indulgence,  of  farbear- 
ance,  of  moderation,  and  of  that  charity  which 
breathes  in  a certain  parable  of  Holy  Writ.  When 
the  Lord  called  his  servants  to  an  account,  he  found 
one  in  debt  ten  thousand  talents,  and  he  was  una- 
ble to  pay.  He  ordered  him  to  be  sold,  his  wife 
and  children, /(which  was  according  to  the  Roman 
law.)  The  servant  fell  down  before  his  Lord,  and 
said.  Have  patience  with  me,  and  I will  pay  thee  all: 
ihen  the  Lord  of  this  servant  was  moved  with  com- 
passion, and  loosed  him,  and  forgave  him  the  debt. 
.This  was  better  than  a bankrupt  or  insolvent  law  to 


the  debtor.  Rut,  as  an  evidence  of  the  necessity 
of  law  to  control  his  inordinate  desire  for  wealth* 
we  fi.od  that  this  servant  debtor  found  one  of  his  fel- 
low servants  wlioowed  him  a hundred  pence,  and  he 
'aid  hands  upon  him,  and  he  took  him  by  the  throat, 
saying,  Pay  me  what  thou  owest!  and  when  his  fellow 
servant  fell  at  his  feet,  and  requested  indnlgenre,  he 
would  not  grant  it,  but  cast  him  into  prison  till  he 
should  pay  the  debt.  The  signal  punishment  which 
followed  this  cruel  conduct  will  be  remembered 
— he  was  given  up  to  the  tormentors.  This  mea- 
sure, to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  may  be  class- 
ed  among  the  relief  measures  of  our  state;  and,  as 
we  have  seen  other  acts  of  relief  declared  uncon- 
stitutional, perhaps  this  may  be  so  declared;  and 
thus  the  power  of  legislation  will  be  arrested  from 
ihe  bands  of  the  .states,  and  vested  in  the  judi- 
ciary. When  judges,  honorable,  intelligent,  and  up- 
right, can  so  far  forget  the  ju  'icial  charncier  as  to 
give  such  a desolating  and  anii-republican  con« 
struction  to  their  powers,  it  will  be  time  for  the 
people  and  their  representatives  to  awake  from  the 
slumber  into  which  they  have  fallen.  No  matter 
what  respect  may  be  due  to  the  judicial  character, 
I hope  the  people  never  w'ill  submit  to  such  usur- 
pation. 

Impairing  the  oblignii/in  of  contractu. 

This  subject  is  worthy  of  particular  notice,  as  it 
has  been  a source  of  so  much  complaint  against  the 
exercise  of  judicial  power.  The  constitution  of  the 
United  States  contains  a positive  prohibition,  on  the 
part  of  the  states,  to  pass  ex  post  facto  laws,  or  laws 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts.  The  one  ap- 
plies to  crimes  and  the  other  to  civil  matters.  The 
exercise  of  this  power,  on  the  part  of  the  states, 
would  be  a flagrant  outrage  upon  the  fundamental 
principles  of  humanity,  morality  and  justice;  and  the 
conduct  of  the  states  furnishes  primn  facie  evidence 
in  their  favor  against  the  charge  of  exercising  such 
power.  The  character  of  a state  is  involved  in  the 
question,  and  the  charge  cannot  be  presumed,  but 
must  be  conclusively  demonstrated.  We  have  a 
right  to  conclude,  in  the  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, therefore,  that  a very  plain  principle  of  mo- 
rality, inserted  in  the  constitution,  has  been  obscur- 
ed, and  the  prohibition  misunderstood.  The  con- 
sideration of  character  alone  would  be  sufficient 
inducement  to  examine  into  the  nature  of  this  pro- 
hibition; but  it  becomes  a more  serious  duty  to 
make  this  examination,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
construction  given  to  this  part  of  toe  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  by  the  courts,  limits,  to  an 
alarming  extent,  the  sovereignty  of  states.  From 
judicial  decisions  it  would  appear  that  the  slates 
were  in  the  habitual  exercise  of  the  practice  cf 
passing  laws  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts. 
The  states  have  not,  however,  yet  been  condemned 
for  passing  ex  post  facto  laws;  but  perhaps  this  arises 
from  the  fact  that  the  federal  courts  have  not  yet 
assumed  the  jurisdiction  over  crimes,  under  this 
part  of  the  constitution  which  prohibits  the  passage 
of  ex  poet  facto  laws;  and  it  may  arise  from  this 
very  circumstance,  that  it  has  not  been  proclaimed 
to  the  world  that  the  states  have  equally  transgres- 
sed this  limitation  of  power.  An  ex  post  facto  law 
makes  that  a crime  to  day  which  was  innocently 
done  yesterday;  or  increases  to-day  the  punishment 
of  a crime  which  was  committed  yesterday.  To  give 
this  retrospective  operation  in  the  punishment  of 
acts  which  were  not  forbidden  by  the  law  when 
committed,  or  in  the  increase  of  punishment  of 
crimes  previously  perpetrated,  is  the  essence  of 
tyranny  and  barbarous  cruelty.  This  is  a plain  prin- 
ciple, well  understood,  not  likely  to  mislead,  unless 
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we  begin  to  refine  upon  ihe  subject,  and  enter  into 
metaphysical  disquisitions  as  to  the  essence  of  ex 
pott  facto  laws.  In  that  event,  I should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  we  were  to  find  an  abuse  of  this  prohibi- 
tion in  every  change  of  proceedings  in  criminal  pro- 
secution. The  time  of  altering  the  court  might  be 
considered  ex  post  facto,  inasmuch  as  it  might  dimi- 
nish or  extend  the  time  that  the  prisoner  had  to 
remain  in  jiil  previous  to  trial.  Although  the  pre- 
paratory steps,  in  such  case,  have  never  entered 
into  the  essence  of  the  punishn.’cnt  fixed  for  crimes, 
yet,  with  as  much  propriety,  may  the  judges  declare 
the  laws  regulating  criminal  proceedings  ex  post 
facto,  as  they  have  done  in  respect  to  the  remedy 
in  civil  cases,  in  collection  of  debts  and  in  enforcing 
contracts.  Of  this  character  also  are  the  statutes 
of  limitation;  and  they  have  been  declared  to  im- 
pair the  obligation  of  contracts.  1 bus  it  is  evident, 
that  when  we  leave  this  plain  and  furidamenial  prin 
ciple  of  morality,  contained  in  the  constitution,  as  to 
ex  post  facto  laws,  and  laws  impairing  the  obligation 
of  contracts,  we  are  all  upon  the  wide  ocean  of  un- 
certainty, and  every  principle  of  self-government  is 
in  hazard.  What  is  the  plain  import  of  this  prohi- 
bition of  the  constitution?  It  is  this,  that  you  shall 
not  declare  to-day  that  contract  void,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  which  was  m:»de  yesterday  under  the  sanc- 
tion oflaw.  You  can  no  more  do  this  than  you  can 
punish  to-day  what  was  lawful  yesterday.  If  a party 
stipulates  to  pay  in  horses,  the  law  shall  not  pro- 
vide that  he  may  discharge  the  debt  by  a tender  of 
wheat.  If  a party  stipulate  to  pay  one  tliousand 
dollars  for  a hundred  acres  of  Und,  tlie  law  shall 
not  permit  him  to  pay  only  five  hundred  dollars 
and  keep  the  land.  It  is  evident  that  such  laws 
would  impair  the  obligation  of  tlie  contract.  When 
we  confine  ourselves  to  this  obvious  principle,  here 
expressed,  we  sludl  meet  with  no  diificuUy.  Ilut, 
permit  the  judge  to  enter  into  his  nice  theoretical 
and  metaphysical  disnulsitlon  of  moi*al  principles,  as 
applicable  to  the  systems  of  states,  regulating  the 
proceedings  in  civil  cases,  limitation  law,  and  the 
l:ke,  and  we  shall  meet  no  difficulty  in  finding  judges 
who  v.’ill  prostrate  all  such  measures,  which  the 
people  have  solemnly  declared  to  be  expedient. — 
The  fact  is,  that  the  people,  by  their  representa- 
tives, have  the  right  to  exercise  sovereign  control] 
over  the  collection  of  debts,  the  enforcing  of  con- 1 
tracts,  prescribing  tiie  remedies,  regulating  the  ses-  j 
sions  of  the  courts,  enlarging  or  contracting  the! 
fund  upon  which  executions  shall  operate.  In  a 
word,  a sovereign  state  may  refuse  to  constitute 
courts  of  justice  to  enforce  the  exc^iution  of  con- 
tracts, without  violating  the  limitation  of  power 
contained  in  the  constitution.  In  all  civilized  com- 
munities, courts  of  justice  do  e.xist,  and  will  exist, 
as  a matter  of  general  policy,  and  a wise  measure 
of  the  sovereign  power  of  the  state,  and  not  upon 
that  narro  w principle  of  i.mp.siring  the  obligation  of 
contracts.  As  an  evidence  of  the  sovereign  autho- 
l ity  of  a state,  who  will  deny  ih.;  right  of  the  su- 
preme power  of  the  community  to  suspend  law  pro- 
cess, and  clo.se  the  courts  of  justice,  in  case  of  sau- 
guinury  war  for  independence  or  existence?  This 
principle  is  expressly  recognized  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  stale  of  Kentucky.  If  this  be  not  a fair 
exposition  of  the  federal  constitution  in  this  respect] 
let  us  see  if  the  contrary  doctrine  will  not  lead  us 
into  difficulty  and  absurdity,  from  which  we  cannot 
as  easily  extricate  ourselves., 

A contract  is  made  in  Virginia,  where  land  is  not 
subject  to  the  payment  of  debts  But  suppose  Vir- 
ginia should  pass  a law  making  lands  a fund  to  dis- 
chai^e  debts,  wiuh.out  any  discrimination  as  to  pre- 


vious or  subsequent  contracts;  would  this  law  im- 
pair the  obligation  of  such  previous  contracts.^ — 
Again:  a contract  is  executed  in  Virginia,  and  the 
debtor  removes  to  Kentucky, where  landed  property 
is  not  shielded  from  sale  in  payment  of  debts — 
upfjii  a rendition  of  a verdict  against  the  debtor, 
can  the  creditor  have  his  fieri  facias  against  the  land 
estate  of  the  debtor,  or  must  the  laws  of  Virginia 
operate  as  to  the  remedy  in  making  the  money? — 
Again:  a debt  is  contracted  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  and 
the  judgment  is  obtained  in  the  courts  of  Kentucky 
—when  the  execution  issues,  must  the  property  be 
sold  under  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  or  must  the  pro- 
perty be  sold  for  a certain  portion  of  its  value,  ac- 
cording  to  the  laws  of  Oliio?  A debt  is  contracted 
within  the  state  of  New- York,  and  the  debtor  is 
prosecuted  to  judgment  in  the  state  of  Kemucky; 
does  the  contract  carry  with  it  the  redemption  law 
of  New  York,  or  must  the  lex  loci  of  Kentucky  go- 
vern? Pthe  remedy  be  the  essence  of  the  contract, 
then  it  follows  that  the  Virginia  debtor  would  carry 
with  him  a shield  to  his  landed  estate;  the  debtor 
of  Ohio  a protection  of  his  property  to  a certain  por- 
tion of  its  Value;  the  New  York  debtor  would  have 
the  benefit  of  his  redemption  laws;  and  the  Kentuc- 
ky debtor  would  carry  with  him,  to  other  states,  the 
benefit  of  his  replevin  law,  and  his  endorsement 
law.  So  of  every  other  state  in  the  union.  Yet  the 
absurdity  of  such  a system  has  never  been  contend- 
ed for;  which  proves  that  the  remedy  constitutes 
no  part  of  the  contract.  It  is  strange,  however,  that 
the  doctrines  of  the  present  times  should  lead  to 
these  conclusions.  If  the  remedy  prescribed  by  a 
slate  to  govern  controversies,  is  a part  of  tlie  con- 
tract, then  the  legislature  cannot  change  the  term 
of  l.olding  courts.  As  it  respects  previous  contracts, 
the  terms  of  holding  the  courts  cannot  be  increased 
from  three  to  four,  nor  reduced  from  three  to  two, 
annually;  and  if  the  public  good  required  this 
change  in  the  sessions  of  the  courts,  it  must  apply 
to  subsequent  contracts,  and  you  must  have  courts 
permanently  fixed,  to  enforce  previous  contracts; 
and  such  is  the  chaos  resulting  inevitably  from  this 
.novel,  refined  doctrine,  as  to  the  limitation  of  sove- 
reignty, to  keep  it  from  impairing  the  obligation  of 
contracts;  and  these  evils  result  from  a departure 
from  the  evident  meaning  of  the  constitution,  which 
prohibits  the  passage  of  laws  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts.  'Hie  judge  may,  in  his  discretion, 
draw  tlie  line  of  demarkation  between  these  cases 
and  others  which  he  may  deem  a violation  of  the 
constitution;  but  it  is  iioiliing  more  nor  less  than 
discretion,  without  any  fi.ied  principles  of  certainty 
to  govern  him.  This  law  loses  the  cliar.icter  of  cer- 
tainty, a principle  by  which  all  freemen  acknow- 
ledge to  be  governed.  Upon  the  same  construction 
of  the  constitution,  the  legislature  of  a state  could 
not  extend  tlie  prison  bounds,  by  which  previous 
contracts  would  be  afiected:  .and,  in  fine,  if  the  re- 
medy given  by  the  law  to  enforce  contracts  be  a part 
of  It,  then  It  would  f. 'How  that  no  suit  could  be  main- 
tain  .'ll  against  the  delinquent  party,  out  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Slate  in  which  the  engagement  was 
entered  into;  and  a simple  removal  from  one  state 
to  another  would  forever  release  the  obligor.  Cases 
of  this  character  might  be  multiplied  indefinitely, 
to  show  the  exireme  danger  in  attempting  to  limit 
the  right  of  a state  to  make  its  laws  conformable  to 
the  Wants,  the  necessities,  and  condition  of  the 
country.  The  regulation  of  civil  proceedings,  and 
the  reme  lies  prescribed  by  law,  must  necessarily 
rest  wita  the  sound  discretion  of  the  sovereign  power 
of  the  society;  and  although  we  may  doubt  their 
expediency,  yet  v^e  cannot  deny  their  validity, 
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without  a total  subversion  of  the  principles  of  the 
American  revoliuion. 

The  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  upon  the 
occupying  claimant  laws  of  Kentucky,  prostrates 
the  deliberate  policy  of  that  state  for  a period  of  j 
about  twenty  four  years,  and  affects  its  whole  landed 
interest.  The  effect  is  to  legislate  for  the  people;  to 
regulate  the  interior  policy  of  that  community,  and 
to  establish  their  municipal  code  as  to  real  estate. 
It  is  v/orthy  the  serious  inquiries  of  the  nation  to 
ascertain  whether  Kentucky  has,  by  any  act  of  lier 
own,  divested  herself  of  this  essential  attribute  of 
sovereignty.  If  she  has  not,  an  inquiry  equally 
solemn  remains,  as  to  the  j-emedy  for  this  serious 
encroachment  upon  the  first  principles  of  selfgo 
vernment.  It  is  very  difficult  to  discover,  from  an 
examination  of  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court, 
upon  what  identical  ground  they  have  acted,  in  de* 
ciaring  these  laws  uncorustiiutional.  The  court,  it 
would  seem,  has  declared  the  occupying  claimant 
lav/s  a violation  of  the  state  constitution,  and  there- 
fore void. 

The  novelty  and  dangerous  tendency  of  this  doc- 
trine, would  incline  us  to  doubt  whether  this  was 
the  ground:  yet  the  court  say,  that  the  compact 
with  Virginia  is  made  a part  of  the  state  constitu- 
tion; and  as  these  laws  are  violatory  of  the  compact, 
they  are  unconstitutonal.  They  do  not,  in  any  part 
of  their  decision,  declare,  or  even  intimate,  that  the 
compact  between  Virginia  and  Kentucky  is  such  a 
compact  as  is  recognized  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States;  nor  is  there  the  most  distant  allu- 
sion, that  those  laws  are  a violation  of  the  federal 
constitution.  We  are  driven  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  supreme  court  has  undertaken  to  decide, 
that  these  laws  of  Kentucky  are  a violation  of  the 
state  constitution.  If  this  be  the  case,  then  here 
is  another  tremendous  march  in  the  assumption  of 
power — leading  most  directly  to  consolidation,  and 
the  consequent  annihilation  of  state  supremacy 
within  its  appropriate  sphere  of  action. 

Ii  is  sufficiently  alarming  to  yield  to  the  federal  ju* 
diciary  the  exclusive  right  to  judge  of  its  own 
powers,  and  those  of  a state,  when  it  is  supposed 
that  such  state  has  transcended  the  limitations 
contained  in  the  federal  constitution.  But  if  it  be 
admitted  that  the  federal  judiciary  may  declare 
stale  laws  a violation  of  a state  constitution,  then 
indeed  are  the  states  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the 
general  government.  Then,  indeed,  are  the  states 
tenants  at  will;  and  it  is  the  exercise  of  forbearance 
if  permitted  to  act.  Then,  indeed,  they  possess  the 
external  ensigns  of  independence  without  the  reality. 

The  judicial  history  of  our  country  furnishes  a 
case  in  which,  it  was  fondly  hoped,  this  sacred 
principle  was  solemnly  decided,  that  the  federal 
courts  could  not  declare  state  laws  a violation  of 
state  constitutions;  that  such  a question  belonged 
exclusively  to  the  states;  th.at  this  principle  was  the 
inevitable  result  of  the  acknowledged  doctrine,  that 
a state  is  supreme  within  its  own  sphere  of  action; 
and,  that  no  earthly  tribunal  can  rightfully  cont^rol 
its  acts,  but  the  people  of  the  state  or  its  authorized 
agents.  These  principles  result  from  the  decision 
of  judge  Uhase. 

I consider  the  supreme  court  bound  by  the  laws 
and  judicial  decisions  of  each  state,  when  confined 
to  their  municipal  regulations. 

The  occupying  claimant  laws  of  Kentucky  were 
enacted  upon  a solemn  investigation  of  their  merits, 
as  to  expediency  and  constitutionality.  The  infe- 
rior courts  and  tlie  court  of  appeals  of  the  slate, 
have  as  solemnly  declared  them  constitutional,  and 
consistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  compact. 


But  suppose  the  supreme  court  has  pred  c-itod 
this  opinion  upon  the  ground  that  the  compact  with 
Virginia  was  such  as  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  recognized  as  binding  between  states.  Let 
us  for  a moment  examine  this  position.  The  fede- 
ral constitution  declares,  that  no  state  shall  enter 
into  a compact  with  another  state  without  the  con- 
sent of  congress.  To  give  jurisdiction  to  the  fede- 
ral court  in  this  case,  and  on  this  ground,  the  party 
claiming  the  benefits  of  the  constitution  must  show- 
how,  when,  and  where  congress  has  given  assent  to 
the  compact.  The  journals  of  congress  do  not 
furnish  any  such  consent,  'fhe  act  or  congress  ad- 
mitting the  state  of  Kentucky  into  the  union,  :.s  an 
independent  state,  gives  no  such  consent.  It  is  a 
simple  admission  of  Kentucky  into  the  union,  with 
certain  specified  boundaries.  Congress  cannot  give 
consent,  verbally,  to  any  measure.  AVe  must  fur- 
nish record  evidence  of  every  act  of  the  national 
legislature.  The  nation  is  not  like  an  individual  in 
this  respect.  Every  measurf*  of  congress  must  have 
the  high  sanction  of  record  evidence,  and  that  must 
be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  government. — 
In  this  case  vve  have  no  such  evidence;  and  we  can- 
not infer  it  by  implication;  nor  can  w'e  resort  to 
verbal  testimony  to  prove  it.  We  then  have  a right 
to  conclude  that  congress  left  this  compact  exclu- 
sively to  the  partie.s,  without  negation  or  affirma- 
tion; and  having  thus  left  it,  the  federal  judiciary 
had  no  jurisdiction.  It  belonged  exclusively  to 
the  state  of  Kentucky  and  its  judicial  decisions, 
and  A'^irginia  alone  had  a rig  it  to  complain.  In 
such  an  event,  the  mode  was  pointed  out  by  whicli 
the  parlies  v/ere  to  settle  the  questions  of  violation: 
“That  in  case  any  complaint  or  dispute  shall  a>.  any 
time  arise  between  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia 
and  the  said  district,  after  it  shall  bean  indepen- 
dent state,  concerning  the  meaning  or  execution  of 
the  foregoing  articles,  the  same  shall  be  determin- 
ed by  six  commissioners,  c.f  whom  two  shall  be  cho- 
sen by  each  of  the  parlies,  and  the  remainder  by 
the  commissioners  so  first  appointed.” 

We  will  now  examine  the  case  more  particular!}-, 
and  see  what  grounds  exist  to  pronounce  those  laws 
a violation  of  the  compact — “That  the  proposed 
state  shall  take  upon  itself  a just  proportion  of  the 
debt  of  the  United  States,  and  the  payment  of  all 
the  certificates  granted  on  account  of  the  several 
expeditions  carried  on  from  the  Kentucky  diiitrict 
against  the  Indians,  since  the  first  day  of  January, 
on€  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-live.”  This 
part  of  the  compact  engrafts  within  it  a great  fun- 
damental principle  of  moral  obligation.  It  is  a prin- 
ciple of  common  and  statute  law— -a  principle  of  the 
laws  of  nations — a principle  of  universal  law,  and 
the  law  of  eternal  justice,  that  the  titles  to  real 
estate  must  be  determined  by  the  laws  of  the  state 
under  winch  they  were  acquired.  The  supreme 
court  have  avowed  and  asserted  this  principle,  yet, 
strange  a.s  it  may  appear,  in  evading  the  plain  im- 
port of  this  clause  in  the  cou  pact,  and  thus  declar- 
ing our  state  laws  void,  they  say  that  Virginia  must 
have  intended  something  more  taan  the  recognition 
of  this  great  fund  imenial  principle.  This  reason- 
ing violates  the  rules  of  consa-uction,  which  are  as 
well  settled  as  tiie  principle  which  has  just  been 
stated,  viz:  That  where  a statute,  or  any  instrument 
of  writing,  is  worded  in  clear  and  precise  language; 
v/here  the  meaning  is  evidei.t,  and  leads  to  no  ab- 
surd conclusion,  such  a compact  needs  no  interpre- 
tation—nor  is  any  admissible.  But  the  court,  in 
violation  of  this  elementary  rule  of  construction, 
.ave  declared  that  it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose 
that  Virginia  intended  nothing  more  thstn  the  asser- 
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tion  of  this  great  moral  truth.  They  have  abandon- 
. ed  the  plain  import  of  the  words.  They  have  elud- 
ed their  force,  and  have  penetrated  the  wide  field 
of  conjecture  to  search  after  their  meaning;  and 
have  forced  a construction  which  thwarts  the  wise, 
humane  and  equitable  policy  of  our  state  in  legard 
to  occupying  claimants  of  land. 

This  dangerous  practice,  whenever  adopted,  leads 
to  judicial  usurpation  of  legislative  power.  Every 
coni{)act  may  become  an  endless  source  of  misun- 
derstanding; and  extraneous  considerations  must 
govern  the  discretion  of  the  judge.  Indeed,  sir, 
the  more  precise  the  term?,  the  greater  the  dangr ;• 
to  be  apprehended;  since  the  court  will  not  believe 
that  such  a wise  body  of  people  as  Virginians,  could 
have  only  intended  to  a.sscrt  a great  fundamental 
principle  of  acknowledged  justice.  It  might  be 
contended,  with  equal  Krn.ness,  that  the  declara- 
tion of  our  ii'deperidence  intended  not  a recogni 
tion  of  great  fundamental  principles  of  self-govern- 
ment; but  that  something  else  must  have  been 
designed.  The  same  fallacious  doctrine  may  be 
applied  to  the  federal  and  state  constitutions,  in- 
cluding their  bills  of  rights.  They  all  contain,  as- 
sert, and  recognize  tiic  great  fundamental  principles 
of  free  government.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
every  treaty’  which  has  been  concluded  betwe.''n  ilie 
United  States  and  foreign  powers.  Yet,  becau.se 
they  assert  great  fundamentaf  principles  of  tnari 
time  law,  or  laws  of  nations,  they  cannot  mean  to 
recognize  them;  but  they  must  have  intended  to 
recognize  some  extension  or  limitation  of  the  prin- 
ciple— or  some  entire  different  thing. 

It  is  evident,  not  only  from  the  words  of  the  com- 
pact, that  nothing  more  was  intended  than  a recog- 
nition of  this  great  and  acknowledged  principle; 
but  the  very  next  clause  in  the  compact  is  a con- 
firmation of  this  idea.  “Nor  shall  a neglect  of  cul- 
tivation  or  improvement  of  any  laud,  within  either 
the  proposed  state  or  this  commonwealth,  belong- 
ing to  non-residents,  citizens  of  the  other,  subject 
such  non-residents  to  the  forfeiture  or  other  penal- 
ty,  within  the  term  of  six  years  after  the  admission 
of  the  said  state  into  the  federal  union.’* 

Why  was  it  necessary  to  provide  that  Kentucky 
should  not  declare  a forfeiture  of  the  real  estate  of 
a non-resident  for  a neglect  of  cultivation  within 
the  period  of  six  years?  If  the  seventh  clause  will 
prevent  the  regulation  and  judgment  of  the  right 
of  claimants  under  the  occupant  laws,  a fortiori,  It 
would  have  inhibited  a forfeiture  of  real  estate  for 
want  of  cultivation.  It  is,  tlierefore,  evident  that 
Virginia  recognized  the  sovereign  power  of  the 
state  of  Kentucky  over  such  subjects;  and  nothing 
can  restrain  it  but  an  express  prohibition.  It  is 
equally  evident  that,  if  such  limitation  bad  not  been 
expressed,  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  would 
have  answered  the  same  purpose — not  for  six  years 
only,  but  for  ever. 

It  is  highly  dangerous  in  a free  country,  to  divest 
the  people  of  such  power,  and  to  permit  the  courts 
to  establish  systems  of  policy  by  judicial  decision. 

I see  no  difference,  whether  you  take  this  power 
from  the  people  and  give  it  to  your  judges,  who 
are  in  office  for  life,  or  grant  to  a king  for  life. — 
i contend  that  the  people  have  the  right  to  make 
laws  to  govern  themselves.  At  all  events,  it  would 
be  unsaf^e  to  call  upon  irresponsible  agents  to  go- 
vern them.  The  court  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
policy  of  a measure;  they  are  bound  to  execute  the 
laws;  and  this  is  peculiarly  their  province. 

It  is  derogatory  to  Virginia,  to  suppose  that  she 
intended  to  impose  upon  Kentucky  so  far  as  to  limit 
the  exercise  of  her  sovereign  power,  in  such  a mn- 
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ner  as  not  to  be  able  to  control  the  internal  policy^ 
of  the  state.  If,  by  the  compact,  the  law  s of  Vir- 
ginia, at  the  time  of  our  separation,  rriu.st  goverA 
without  any  modification,  then,  indeed,  you  could 
not  increase  the  taxes  upon  landed  properly  held 
under  titles  from  Virginia.  Of  course  you  must 
tax  the  citizens  unequally,  and  place  the  burthen 
of  taxation  upon  those  holders  of  real  estate  who 
derive  their  titles  from  Kentucky;  and  thus  create 
a privileged  class  in  the  bosom  of  the  slate.  If  the 
laws  of  Virginia,  at  the  separation,  must  govern, 
then  you  cannot  subject  lands  to  the  p.ayment  of 
debts  where  the  title  is  derived  from  Virginia. — 
One  half  of  the  landed  property  of  the  state  wmuld 
be  subject  to  the  payment  of  debt,  because  held 
from  Kentucky — the  other  half  would  be  exempt, 
because  they  held  under  Virginia  grants.  Here, 
again,  we  have  another  privileged  order  in  the  bosom 
of  the  state.  This  is  an  inevitable  consequence 
from  the  opinion  of  the  supreme  court.  For  they 
say,  whatever  law  cf  Kentucky  narrow.?  the  rights 
of  the  landholders,  or  whatever  diminishes  tlie  in- 
terest of  the  landed  estate,  is  a violation  of  the 
compact. 

Now,  sir,  to  subject  land  to  the  payment  of  debt, 
narrow’s  the  right  and  diminishes  the  interest  of 
the  landholder,  as  much  as  to  say,  that  be  shall  pay 
for  valuable  improvements  made  upon  his  land 
before  he  shall  oust  the  occupant  and  take  posses- 
sion of  the  premises.  The  speculators  who  com- 
mand the  funds,  may  go  to  work  and  purchase  for  a 
song  the  claims  of  original  proprietors  of  hand,  in  all 
cases  where  it  has  been  sold  under  execution,  and 
the  supreme  court  must  dispossess  the  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser under  execution,  and  give  It  to  the  specula- 
tor. I’hen,  sir,  we  shall  witness  confusion  confound* 
ed.  Then  sir,  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  will 
cause  Kentucky  to  take  a retrograde  movement  of 
tw’enty-four  years;  and  she  must  commence  again 
with  the  lesson  she  has  learnt  from  the  decision  of 
this  court.  This  isnot  declamation — I wish  it  were 
— it  is  an  awliil  reality. 

The  supreme  court  declares  that  the  object  of 
the  occupying  claimant  laws,  is  to  compel  the 
rightful  ow’ner  to  relinquish  his  land,  or  pay  for  all 
lasting  improvements  previous  to  notice;  they  there- 
fore create  a direct  and  permanent  lien  upon  the 
land  for  the  value  of  those  improvenients.  That, 
to  secure  the  rights  and  interests  of  those  lands,  it 
is  essential  to  preserve  the  beneficial,  proprietary 
interest  of  the  rightful  owner  in  tlie  same  siate^in 
which  it  w’as  by  the  law  s of  Virginia  at  the  time  of 
the  separation.  This  is  the  language  of  the  su- 
preme court.  The  system  creates  a Ue7i  upon  the 
land  for  the  payment  of  valuable  improvements 
made  thereon  before  notice.  This  doctrine  of 
giving  a lien  upon  property,  under  certain  equitable 
circumstances,  is  as  ancient  as  the  knowledge  of 
justice,  and  amongst  the  first  principles  of  juris- 
prudence. Where  landed  property  is  sold,  and  a 
bond  given  for  the  conveyance  of  title,  and  w’here 
actual  possession  goes  with  the  sale,  the  original 
proprietor  has  a lieti  upon  the  land  until  the  pur- 
chase money  is  paid.  And  even  where  a transfer 
of  the  legal  title  has  been  made,  the  same  lien  ex- 
ists, in  the  hands  of  all  subsequent  purchasers  who 
are  apprized  of  the  fact  of  the  default  of  the  party 
in  the  payment  of  the  purchase  money.  This  lien 
is  not  limitted  to  real  estate,  but  attaches  also  to 
personal  property  in  the  hands  of  a bona  fide  cre- 
ditor, in  a variety  of  cases.  Yet,  this  ancient  doc- 
trine must  not  be  extended  to  ihe  bona  fide  occu- 
pants of  l:'.nd  for  the  work  and  labor  whicli  he  has 
performed  for  the  benefit  of  the  successful  claim- 
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ant.  No,  tliis  is  unconstitutional,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  supreme  court. 

The  only  plausible  objections  to  the  occupying 
claimant  laws  of  Kentucky  are,  the  time  fixed  at 
which  the  successful  claimant  shall  pay  for  valuable 
improvements,  and  when  the  occupant  shall  be  sub 
ject  to  rents.  I he  fact  is,  that  the  doctrine  of 
notice  alone  is  involved  in  the  real  question.  By 
the  common  law,  or  rules  of  chancery,  the  success- 
ful claimant  has  always  been  liable  for  the  value  of 
lasting  and  valuable  improvements  previous  to  no 
tice.  The  time,  when  notice  should  begin  to  ope- 
rate, has  been  limited  to  the  commencement  of  a 
suit,  and  sometimes  previously,  by  written  notice 
of  the  adverse  claim.  After  notice,  the  occupant 
was  considered  a mala  fide  possessor,  subject  to 
rents,  and  made  im’'/rovements  at  his  peril.  This 
is  precisely  the  principle  of  the  occupying  claim- 
ant laws  of  Kentucky.  The  only  difference  is  this, 
that,  instead  of  leaving  it  with  the  court  to  say 
what  knowledge  of  the  adverse  claim  should  ope- 
rate as  notice  to  the  occupant,  our  law  of  1797  has 
designated  and  fixed  that  period.  6v  this  act,  the 
cornuie/ice.oient  of  a suit  was  the  point  of  time 
when  notice  began  to  operate.  The  law  of  1812 
fixe.s  the  timeof  novice  from  the  judgment  of  evic- 
tion. The  first  law  has  been  declared  void,  although 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  point  out  any  substan 
tial  departure  from  the  rules  of  chancery  which 
have  governed  the  courts  of  Virginia.  The  law  of 
1812  changes  the  rule,  so  far  as  to  limit  notice  to 
the  judgment  of  eviction. 

We  v;ill  consider  the  objections  urged  against 
this  law,  which  establishes  the  principle  that  the 
occupant  snail  he  paid  for  all  lasting  and  valuable 
improvements  up  to  the  judgment  in  favor  of  the 
successful  claimant,  and  an  exemption  from  renis 
until  that  event  has  taken  place.  If  this  principle 
has  nothing  to  justify  it,  then,  at  least,  the  policy  of 
the  measure  may  be  questioned.  But,  I think,  it 
will  be  most  evident,  that  the  peculiar  condition  of 
our  state,  and  the  peculiar  system  of  its  land  laws, 
furnish  the  strongest  proofs  of  the  justice  and  ex- 
pediency of  the  measure.  The  common  law  prin- 
ciples were  not  applicable  to  the  landed  property  of 
Kentucky.  In  Great  Britain,  whence  we  derive  the 
anci'^nt  doctrine  of  notice,  they  had  no  independent 
ccufiictif'g  claims  to  real  estate,  derivable  from  the 
Sr.?  e sovereign  power  Their  grants  are  unique 
and  identical  for  a certain  tract.  The  true  boun- 
dary of  those  grants  may  sometimes  produce  a dif- 
ficulty and  create  a law  suit.  Their  disputes  re- 
specting real  estate,  generally,  arise  from  convey- 
ances, derivable  from  the  same  original  title;  and 
cl.vjmants  frequently  contend  upon  the  rights  of 
heirship,  ancestry,  &c.  In  these  cases,  the  same 
original  record  is  a guide  for  all  the  parties  who 
claim  the  estate.  In  this  state  of  fhct,  the  com- 
mencement of  a suit  operates  as  notice  to  the  ad- 
verse  claimant;  and  from  that  period,  is  subject  to 
rents  as  an»a/a  fide  possessor,  and  is  entitled  to  the 
value  of  lasting  improvements  only  to  that  period. 

This,  1 presume,  is  also  the  true  state  of  facts  as 
regards  almost  every  state  in  the  union,  except 
Kentucky;  and  hence  the  common  law,  or  chancery 
rule,  may  apply  to  all  such  cases.  In  Kentucky, 
ciiizeus  may,  and^o  bold  different  grants,  of  equal 
dignity  and  authority,  to  the  same  identical  tract 
of  land  from  the  same  government-  Both  claim- 
ants having  paid  the  same  price  for  the  land  to  the 
commonwealth.  Virginia  opened  a land  office,  to 
expose  to  sale  that  district  of  country,  now  the 
state  of  Kentucky.  No  survey  was  made,  laying  it 
off  into  sections,  &c.  but  each  individual  had  an 


equal  right,  on  paying  the  state  price,  to  obtain  his 
land  warrant  to  be  located  when  and  where  his 
judgment  might  direct  him.  When  the  warrant 
was  located,  a survey  was  the  next  step,  and  thf 
legal  title  was  consummated  by  the  issue  of  a patent. 
I.i  this  way  Virginia  sold  a much  larger  quantily  of 
land  than  was  contained  within  the  boundary  of 
Ken-ucky  Kentucky  being  then  a wilderness,  and 
infested  with  savages,  it  followed,  as  an  inevitable 
consequence,  that  the  claims  of  individuals  inter- 
fered with  each  other — sometimes  partially;  and, 
as  the  claims  were  of  unequal  quantities,  the  larger 
might,  and  frequently  did,  include  the  smaller  lo- 
cations. Thus  the  claims  of  half  a dozen  persons 
covered  the  same  tracv  of  land  with  grants  of  equal 
dignity,  but  not  of  equal  validity.  But  the  mis- 
fortune Was,  that  this  validity  did  not  depend  upon 
record  evidence  alone — verbal  testimony  is  admit- 
ted, and  that  scattered  throughout  the  states  of 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  &c.  This  extraordinary  state 
of  things  might  happen,  that  a subsequent  entry 
and  subsequent  patent  might  succeed  against  a 
prior  entry  and  elder  patent.  Sometimes  the  elder 
location  and  a junior  patent  might  prevail  against 
a junior  emry,  and  an  elder  grant — and  sometimes 
a junior  entry  and  an  elder  grant  might  succeed 
against  an  elder  location  and  junior  patent.  Where 
both  entries  are  good,  the  elder  location  is  para- 
mount-—where  both  are  bad,  then  the  elder  grant 
prevails. 

It  will  be  discovered,  from  this  state  of  the  case, 
that  the  occupant  took  possession  of  the  land,  not 
as  a trespasser,  but  as  a hona  fide  proprietor;  upon 
a title  for  which  he  had  paid  a fair  equivalent  to 
the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  and  held  a grant 
for  it.  And  here  is  the  true  reason  why  the  occu- 
pant was  not  considered  as  a mala  fide  possessor, 
until  a judgment  of  eviction  v/as  rendered  against 
him  by  a competent  tribunal. 

The  law  was  enacted  to  suppress,  or  rather  to  ac- 
celerate the  termination  of  controversies  in  regard 
to  the  landed  estates  of  the  country — to  encourage 
agricuhnre;  to  strengthen  the  state  by  population 
and  cultivation;  and  to  protect  the  boiia  fide  occu- 
pant from  injury,  in  providing  a remedy  by  which 
he  should  be  paid  the  value  of  all  lasting  improve- 
ments made  upon  land,  of  which  he  should  unfor- 
tunately be  divested.  If  the  elder  location,  or  the 
elder  grant,  had  given  the  paramount  title  in  all 
cases,  as  in  other  countries,  then  no  difficulty 
would  have  existed  as  to  fixing  the  time  of  notice 
at  the  commencement  of  the  suit;  and  the  occupant 
might  have  been  considered  as  a trespasser  from 
the  service  of  the  writ.  The  institution  of  suit 
would  have  apprized  the  occupant  of  all  the  facta 
necessciry  to  ascertain  the  comparative  goodness  of 
the  conflicLing  claims.  But  I have  already  shewn 
that  such  was  not  the  state  of  fact  in  Kentucky.-— 
On  the  contrary,  the  goodness  of  the  location  de- 
pends on  the  identity  of  the  objects  called  for  to 
designate  the  land  intended,  it  is  necessary  to 
prove  the  ipxistence  of  the  calls  in  the  entry  at  the 
time  of  the  location.  This  identity  is  not  sufficient; 
but  these  calls  must  have  possessed  such  notoriety 
at  the  time,  that  a subsequent  locator  might  have 
appropriated  the  adjacent  residuum  by  reasonable 
diligence  in  his  search  after  the  calls  of  the  prior 
entry.  The  greatest  difficulty  arose  from  the  last 
requisite,  as  to  the  degree  of  notoriety  which  the 
objects  called  for  should  possess,  to  enable  the  sub- 
sequent locator  to  appropriate  the  adjacent  resi- 
duum. The  point  has  never  been  reduced  to  any 
thing  like  mathematical  or  moral  certainty;  but 
must  depend,  even  at  this  day,  very  much  uppn  the 
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wisdom  and  discretion  of  the  judj^r.  These  are 
two  greac  principles  arising  out  of  the  land  laws  of 
Virginia.  Other  principles,  as  novel  and  as  difficult, 
have  grown  out  of  the  same  sys'em,  amounting  to 
some  hundreds,  in  the  modification  of  the  various 
rules  by  which  the  courts  have  been  governed  It 
is  a science  new  and  difficult;  a branch  of  jurispru- 
dence unknown  to  any  other  age  or  nation  from  the 
earliest  dawn  of  civilization. 

This  view  of  the  subject  will,  I think,  present 
many  considerations  in  favor  of  the  propriety  and 
jtistire  of  this  measure;  and,  moreover,  will  demon- 
strate  the  fact,  that  the  compact  was  never  intend 
ed  to  deprive  the  legislature  of  our  state,  from 
adjusting  the  -quitable  claims  of  the  contending 
parties;  for,  in  the  adjustment  of  such  claims,  the 
riglit,  title,  or  interest,  in  the  land,  is  not  involved. 
The  laws  of  Virginia,  as  to  right  or  interest  in  the 
land,  have  governed  the  case  throughout;  and 
when  the  di.spuie  has  been  settled,  ihen,  and  not 
till  llien,  <loes  the  law  provide  for  a case  extrinsic 
from  tlie  right  or  interest  in  the  land,  and  changes 
the  common  law  principle  of  notice,  so  as  to  meet 
the  peculiar  condiiion  of  our  landed  property.  This 
decision  of  the  supreme  court  is  not  the  only  cause 
of  complaint  with  Kentucky.  A»  early  as  1807,  the 
legislature  declared,  that  no  suits  involving  the 
right  to  land  should  be  commenced  after  the  first 
day  of  January,  1816.  Yet  I am  informed,  by  a 
letter  from  Kentucky,  that  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Kentucky,  has 
litewise  declared  this  law  a violation  of  the  com- 
pact with  Virginia,  unconstitutional  and  void;  mak- 
ing another  inroad  upon  that  ancient  and  universal 
principle  of  law,  that  the  remedy  including  the 
statute  of  limitations,  is  no  part  of  a contract;  and 
that  it  devolved  upon  the  sovereign  discretionary 
power  of  a state  to  control  the  remedy,  without  hav- 
ing heretofore  been  considered  as  impairing  con- 
tracts. It  anpears  to  me  that  we  have  arrived  at  a 
perfectly  new  era  in  the  history  of  jurisprudence. — 
Yet  iliis  decision,  as  well  as  the  former,  is  in  direct 
hostility  to  the  supreme  court  of  our  state. 

The  federal  judiary  have  declared  UHConstltu- 
tional  and  void,  the  laws  of  New  Hampshire,  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, and,  in  the  case  of  the  Yazoo  speculators, 
the  laws  of  Georgia.  The  district  courts  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  have 
recently  introduced  another  dangerous  innovation, 
repugnant  to  the  general  sentiments  and  best  feel- 
ings  of  the  mass  of  the  population  which  it  affects, 
in  the  assumption  of  admiralty  and  naaritime  juris 
diction  over  our  own  internal  trade  upon  the  rivers 
of  the  west,  more  than  a thousand  miles  from  tide 
water;  a jurisdiction  which,  in  every  country  and 
every  age,  has  been  confined  to  the  ebbing  and 
flowing  of  the  tide.  These  last  cases  are  quite  as 
glaring  as  those  which  have  been  before  noticed; 
but  time  would  not  permit  me  to  dwell  upon  them, 
nor  indeed  upon  any  considerable  proponion  of  the 
cases  in  which  the  judicial  arm  has  stretched  itself 
beyond  the  province  of  the  body  which  sustains  it. 
At  one  period,  they  declared  the  common  law  of 
England  the  law  of  the  United  States  in  their  con- 
federated capacity,  and  sustained  the  doctrine  on 
several  occasions  in  criminal  prosecutions,  by  in- 
flicting punishments  under  it  upon  persons  who 
had  not  violated  any  law  of  the  country;  and  by 
this  construction  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction 
was  threatening  to  become  boundless..  But  the  in- 
dignation of  the  people,  who,  with  one  voice,  con- 
demned the  proceeding,  began  to  be  felt,  and  the 
doctrine  is  suffered  to  become  obsplcte.  Where 


there  are  such  strong  indications  of  a disposition  to 
extend  their  pow'ers  to  the  utmost  stretch  of  con- 
stitutional construction,  and  without  any  power, 
either  director  indirect,  to  arrest  its  progress,  it  is 
evident  that  some  interposition  is  necessary.  U is 
dictated  by  necessity.  The  preservation  of  har- 
mony requires  it.  The  .security  of  our  liberties 
demand.^  it;  and,  while  the  sound  of  f eedom  is  me- 
lodious to  rai  .\merican  ear,  I shall  cons.ile  myself 
with  the  assurance  that  some  constitutional  provi- 
sion will  be  made,  if  not  at  this  time,  certainly  at 
some  future  day  not  far  distant. 

The  amendment  which  I propose  may  not  be  the 
best  that  can  be  devised;  but  the  necessity  of  some 
remedy  is  obvious:  and  various  propositions  have 
suggested  themselves  to  my  mind,  either  of  which 
might  prove  efficacious. 

1st.  To  limit  and  define  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
courts. 

2d.  To  subject  the  judges  to  removal  by  an  ad- 
dress of  both  houses  of  congress. 

3d.  To  vacate  their  commissions  after  a limited 
term  of  service. 

4th.  To  vest  a controlling  power  in  the  senate  of 
the  United  States,  or  some  other  body,  who  shall 
be  responsible  to  the  elective  franchise 

On  mature  deliberation,  the  proposition  which  I 
have  submitted,  appears,  in  my  opinion,  the  best 
calculated  to  effect  the  object  desired;  but  on  this 
noint  I am  not  tenacious.  I am  content  to  leave 
the  selection  of  the  mode  to  the  wisdom  of  others, 
without  givinga  detail  of  the  reasons  why  I consi- 
der the  senate  a tribunal  to  which  the  ultimate  de- 
cision may  be  confided. 

I have  endeavored  to  examine,  with  freedom,  the 
principles  of  our  government,  and  have  concealed 
neitber  my  feelings  nor  sentiments.  In  animadvert- 
ing upon  the  exercise  of  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  Slates,  I have  endeavored  to  avoid,  as  far 
as  was  consistent  with  freedom  of  discussion,  every 
expression  that  might  convey  the  iilea  of  hostility, 
or  personal  disrespect  to  the  judges.  I feel  nothing 
of  tliat;  and  if  1 did,  an  occasion  like  the  present 
would  not  be  chosen  to  express  it.  It  is  a duty 
wl'iich  I owe  to  my  country,  to  express  my  senti- 
ments  freely  upon  public  measures,  which  I trust 
will  ever  be  discharged;  and  so  far  as  individuals 
are  concerned,  I shall  be  as  ready,  at  all  times,  to 
applaud  as  to  condemn.  Whatever  may  be  the 
result  of  this  investigation,  I have  done  my  duty. 
The  perpetuation  of  our  rights  is  worthy  of  all  that 
vigilance  which  the  object  requires.  Contrast  our 
condition  with  that  of  all  other  nations,  and  every 
day’s  experience  will  confirm  the  sentiment,  that 
we  are  God’s  most  favored  people.  The  wisdom  of 
our  sages,  and  the  blood  of  our  heroes,  have  con- 
firmed to  us  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press, 
and  established  the  sacred  rights  of  conscience.  It 
is  a duty  which  we  owe  to  Heaven  who  gave  them, 
and  to  posterity,  whose  guardians  we  are,  to  trans- 
mit these  rights  unimpaired.  They  are  blessings 
worth  more  than  all  the  blood  and  treasure  e.x- 
pended  in  obtaining  them.  Our  example  is  ani- 
mating other  regions;  and*  the  light  of  freedom 
here  has  shone  to  the  eastern  bounds  of  Europe, 
and  to  the  southern  climes  of  our  own  continent. 
The  sun  of  liberty,  after  a long  dark  night,  has 
emerged  from  the  western  horizon,  and  is  now 
borne  upon  his  wings  to  illuminate  the  chambers 
of  the  east.  His  animating  beams  are  again  dis- 
played on  the  plains  of  Maraihon,  where  the  mo- 
dern Greeks  are  now  emulating  the  deeds  of  their 
ancestors.  To  sanctity  this  continent  from  the 
^pollution  of  despotism,  our  brethren  of  the  south 


100 


NILES’  REGISTER— SUP.  TO  VOL.  XXII— CONGRESSlONAli. 


are  m' istening  tlie  gardens  of  freedom  whh  their 
blood.  The  horrors  of  war  are  cheerfully  en 
cou  ntered,  and  every  privation  is  endured  with 
manly  fortitude,  to  establish  the  principles  for 
wliich  we  once  braved  the  dangers  of  the  field.  It 
these  blessings  are  worth  obtaining  at  such  expense, 
they  are  woriis  preserving;  and  I trust  that  the  same 
spirit  which  actuated  the  patriots  of  the  revolution, 
will  ever  excite  to  vigilance  the  heirs  of  ?*eir  inheri' 
tance. 


Congressional. 

MR.  FIN i3l AY’S  SPEECH, 

On  the  prohibition  of  p, reign  spirits. 

IN  SENATE — MARCH  1,  1822. 

Mr.  Findlay,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  to  submit  a 
resolution  to  instruct  the  committee  on  commerce 
and  manufactures  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  spirits;  and  as  the 
resolution  contaiedan  important  principle,  it  might 
be  proper  to  give  a brief  exposition  of  his  views  in 
submitting  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  senate.  He 
said  he  was  induced  to  believe  that  an  abundance  of 
domestic  spirits  for  the  consumption  of  the  country 
could  be  furnished  of  as  pure  and  wholesome  a qua- 
lity as  those  imported,  and  that  the  interests  of  the 
agriculturists,  in  the  middle  and  western  states, 
would  be  promoted  by  the  prohibition. 

He  presumed  it  would  be  admitted,  that  agricul 
ture  was  of  greater  public  utility  than  any  other 
pursuit,  and,  without  intending  to  make  invidious 
distinctions  between  it  and  other  branches  of  indus- 
try, or  to  convey  any  reflections  on  the  constituted 
authorities  that  had  preceded  us,  he  might  he  per 
mitted  to  observe  that  he  believed  our  statute  book 
contains  no  evidence  of  any  direct  encouragement 
having  been  afforded  to  the  agriculturists  of  those 
states,  (which  he  w'ould,  for  the  sake  of  distinction, 
call  the  grain  states),  while  it  was  well  known  that 
large  sums  of  ’he  public  money  had  been  expended 
for  the  encouragement  and  support  of  commerce, 
and  some  protection  extended  to  domestic  ma- 
nufactures, by  subjecting  articles  of  foreign  manu- 
facture to  the  payment  of  duties,  by  both  of  w hich 
he  freely  conceded  that  agriculture  had  been  indi 
rectly  aided,  but  not  to  the  extent  it  merited.  'I’he 
distillation  of  spirits,  he  said,  might  be  considered 
as  a brancl)  of  manufactures,  and  one  that  was  pro 
tected  by  duties  on  foreign  spirits,  but  the  exist- 
ing duties  did  not  afford  a sufficient  protection  to 
the  grain  states,  the  growers  of  the  raw  materials 
for  the  manufacturer.  He  said  it  was  not  within 
the  constitutional  powers  of  the  senate  to  originate 
a bill  tp  increase  these  duties,  and  if  they  were 
augmented  they  might  probably  serve  to  encourage 
smuggling,  without  answering  the  purpose  intend- 
ed; that  their  total  exclusion  from  competition  with 
the  domestic  spirits  would  afford  a more  ample 
protection  to  the  industry  of  the  grain  states,  and 
the  only  effectual  one  w’hich,  he  believed,  congress 
had  in  their  power  to  extend  to  them. 

He  took  it  to  be  a fact,  susceptible  of  demonstra- 
tion, that  the  value  of'the  products  of  the  grain 
states,  was  depressed  equal  to  the  cost  of  the 
foreign  spirits  (not  including  the  duties)  that  W’ere 
consumed  in  the  United  States. 

He  said  it  appeared,  by  Seybert’s  statistical  an- 
nals, that  the  quantity  of  spirits  imported,  calculat- 
ed on  an  average  for  ten  years,  ending  with  1812, 
was  7,512,415  gallons,  and  the  average  of  the  ex 
portaiions  for  the  same  period  was  679,332  gallons, 
leaving  ai.  excess  of  importation  over  the  exports, 
iion  cf  6,833,193  on  the  average  calculations  for  ten 


years;  that  it  appeared,  from  other  official  docu- 
ments, that,  in  the  year  ending  on  tlie  30th  of  Sep- 
tember 1819,  there  was  583,789  imported,  and 
353,116  gallons  in  liie  year  ending  on  the  30ih  of 
Sept,  last,  a small  part  only  of  which  w’as  export- 
ed; that  lie  had  not  had  access  to  any  documents 
which  mig*ht  have  shewn  the  (jURntity  imported  in 
any  other  year  since  the  publication  of  the  annals 
referred  to;  from  tliese  documents  it  appeared  that 
the  quantity  of  spirits  imported  was  diminishing, 
and  might  not  average  as  much  since  that  period 
as  it  did  in  the  ten  years  alluded  to,  but  from  which 
consumption  of  foreign  spirits  in  our  country,  subse- 
it  might  be  inferred  that  the  annual  average  of  the 
quent  to  that  time,  could  not  be  less  than  four  mil- 
lions of  gallons. 

A few  hundred  thousand  gallons,  however,  said 
he,  in  the  estimate  of  our  annual  consumption,  are 
not  of  much  importance  in  the  present  view  of  the 
question.  Neither  is  the  precise  value  of  the  quan- 
tity, which  nearly  amounted  to  as  many  dollars  as 
there  were  gallons  imported.  He  said  the  import- 
ing of  spirits  was  not  like  importing  materials,  to 
which  we  might,  by  industry  and  skill,  add  a value, 
and  thereby  increase  the  general  v/ealth  of  the  na- 
tion; but  the  value  of  the  amount  imported  was 
drained  from  the  productive  labor  of  the  country, 
without  any  thing  being  left  in  return.  Part  of 
them,  he  said  for  aught  he  knew,  might  be  used  in 
the  brewing  or  adulteration  of  wines,  which  he 
would  not  dignify  with  the  name  of  a manufacture, 
and  which,  instead  of  being  protected,  ought  to  be 
discouraged.  Cut,  if  it  should  be  continued  to  be 
tolerated  and  presisted  in,  domestic  spirits  might 
answer  for  the  purpose,  if,  said  be,  the  consump- 
tion of  domestic  spirits  were  substituted  for  that  of 
foreign,  the  amount  of  their  value  would  at  least  be 
saved  to  the  nation,  and  the  farmers  in  the  grain 
states  would  find  a profitable  market  for  the  rye 
and  corn,  and  for  many  of  their  fruits,  which  were 
perishing  on  their  hands, 

Mr.  F.  said  he  was  aware,  that  many  objections 
might  be  made  to  the  contemplated  prohibition;  and 
which,  if  he  could  fully  anticipate,  he  did  not  concieve 
that  this  would  be  the  proper  time  to  endeavor  to 
obviate  them.  He  would,  however,  remark  that  it 
had  been  alleged  by  respectable  citizens  in  some 
of  the  states,  as  appeared  by  various  publications, 
that  the  more  one  nation  purchases  from  another, 
the  more  she  would  sell  of  her  own  products. — 
He  said  there  was  a fallacy  in  the  position,  in  the 
extent,  at  least,  to  which  it  had  been  assumed  by 
some.  He  admitted,  that;  in  commerce  between 
nations  who  supplied  one  another,  not  with  the 
ncessaries,  but  with  the  luxuries  of  life,  the  position 
might  probably  be  sustained,  but  such  was  not 
our  situation.  Our  exports,  said  he,  not  including 
those  shipped  on  debenture,  principally  consists  of 
raw  materials  for  manufacture,  bread  stuffs,  and 
other  articles,  ranked  amongst  those  of  the  first 
necessity,  the  demand  for  the  greater  part  of  which 
was  limited  by  the  natural  wants  of  man;  and  he  could 
not,  therefore,  discover  how,  nor  by  any  process 
of  reasoning  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that,  by  our 
purchasing  foreign  spirits,  or  any  article  imported, 
it  would  tend  to  increase  the  demand  for,  and 
consumption  of,  the  staples  of  the  grain  states. — 
He  was  ready  to  admit,  that,  by  navigation  acts  or 
treaties,  the  products  of  one  country  might  be  ex- 
cluded from,  or  admitted  into  certain  ports  on  more 
or  less  advantageous  lerms  than  similar  products 
of  another  country;’  but  this  could  neither  add  to 
nor  diminish  the  general  demand  for  articles  of  the 
first  necessity,  as  this  was  limited  by  the  laws 
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nature,  which  artificial  reg-ulatioiis  could  not  con-j 
trol.  If,  he  observed,  there  were  no  navigation  acts,; 
nor  commercial  treaties,  and  the  individuals  of  each  j 
nation  permitted,  without  restraint,  to  exchangej 
with  the  individuals  of  any  other  nation,  the  surplusj 
products  of  their  industry,  then  every  individual 
would,  of  course,  direct  liis  industry  to  such  ob- 
jects—tlie  surplus  of  which  he  could  exchange  to 
the  greatest  advantage,  and  thus,  by  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  ever)  country  pursuing  their  respective 
interests,  those  of  tlie  whole  might  be  promoted. 

Rut,  said  he,  other  nations  having  introduced  na- 
vigation acts,  and  adopted  other  regulations  of 
trade,  so  that  die  commerce  of  the  world  was  re- 
stricted by  Various  wa\s,  it  is  incumbent  on  us,  and 
more  especially  at  this  time,  when  the  products  of 
the  farmers,  in  the  grain  states,  do  not  find  a market 
abroad  sufficient  to  reward  their  labor,  to  adopt 
countervailing  measures,  so  as  to  afford  them  a 
market  at  home,  and  thereby  protect  this  valuable 
branch  of  our  industry,  and  w’hich,  from  the  boun- 
ties  of  divine  Providence  to  our  country,  might  be 
done  v.'ith  the  happiest  effect. 

From  the  diversity  of  our  climate  and  soil  we 
had  it  in  our  pow'er,  by  duly  encouraging  the  de- 
velopement  of  our  internal  resources,  to  furnish, 
among  ourselves,  without  supplies  from  abroad,  all 
the  necessaries,  and  many  of  the  superfluities,  of  life. 
If  this  should  not  be  conceded  to  the  extent  which 
he  had  stated,  there  could  not,  at  all  avents,  “be  a 
loop  on  which  to  hang  a doubi,”  but  that  the  dis- 
tillers of  the  grain  states  could  furnish  a supply  of 
fipirils,  not  only  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of 
the  country,  but  large  quantities  for  exportation, 
if  it  should  be  required.  Then  why,  he  asked, 
sJiould  we,  under  such  circumstances,  permit  fo- 
reigners to  supply  u§  with  spirits  which  diminishes 
the  demand,  and,  consequently,  reduces  the  price 
qf  agricultural  products?  They  do  not  act  in  this 
way  towards  us.  Foreign  nations  guard,  with  pecu- 
liar care  and  strict  regulations,  every  branch  of  their 
internal  industry,  and  do  not  suffer  others  to  com- 
pete with  them  on  terms  by  which  their  own  inte- 
rests can  be  affected.  Rut  w’e  permit  them  to  sup- 
ply us  with  the  proceeds  of  their  industry  to  the 
exclusion  of  encouraging  our  own.  While  this 
system  is  continued,  it  must  tend  to  impoverish 
the  middle  and  western  states,  instead  of  promot- 
ing the  general  welfare,  the  great  and  ultimate 
object  of  the  constitution. 

He  said  if  the  proposed  prohibition,  which  was  a 
measure  he  considered  the  grain  states  entitled  to, 
should  be  deemed,  by  gentlemen  from  other  quar- 
ters of  the  union,  a concession,  he  for  one  would  be 
ready,  as  he  then  was,  to  extend  complete  protec- 
tion to  the  industry  of  the  eastern  and  southern 
states,  and  by  thus  protecting  the  industry  and  con- 
sulting the  interest  of  the  dilferent  portions  of 
the  union,  all  sectional  jealousy  would  be  destroy- 
ed, the  interest  of  the  whole  promoted,  and  the  va- 
rious parts  linked  together  by  ties  of  interest  and 
reciprocal  dependence  that  could  never  be  rent 
asunder. 

It  might  be  said,  he  observed,  that,  if  the  mea 
sure  Was  adopted,  the  countries  from  which  we  im- 
ported spirits  might  be  induced  to  employ  their 
industry  in  the  production  of  bread  stuffs,  and 
thereby  affect  the  interests  of  the  grain  stales, 
which  it  is  the  object  of  the  resolution  to  protect. 
He  did  not  apprehend  that  this  could  be  effected 
to  any  great  extent.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
countries  from  which  spirits  were  imported  already 
produced  as  much  grain  as  their  capacities  for  its 
production  would  admit,  and  but  a small  portion  of 


which  is  distilled,  as  it  appears  from  our  public 
documents.  The  greater  part,  probably  nine-tenths, 
of  the  imported  spirits,  are  produced  from  other 
materials  than  grain. 

Mr.  F.  said  he  was  not  insensible  to  the  fact  that 
the  adoption  of  the  measure  might  reduce  the 
revenue  so  that  it  might  be  inadequate  to  meet  the 
engagements  of  the  government,  but,  in  this  event, 
we  must  eitlier  face  the  alternative  of  retrenching 
the  public  expenditures  to  the  amount  of  the  proba- 
ble deficit,  or  the  house  of  representatives,  to  whom 
it  properly  belongs,  devise  ways  and  means  to  sup- 
ply it.  The  latter  alternative,  he  observed,  would 
be  much  more  advantageous  to  the  grain-growing 
states  than  the  present  order  of  things;  for,  as  they 
would  be  furcished  with  a market  for  their  rye  and 
corn,  w’hich  wVre  at  present  lying  useless  in  their 
granaries,  (especially  those  who  are  distant  from 
the  sea  ports),  they  might  be  enable,  to  pay  taxes 
which  they  could  not  do  under  existing  circum- 
stances. 

He  said  it  might  be  alleged  that  the  predilection 
for  foreign  spirits  was  so  great  and  strongly  con- 
firmed in  our  country,  that,  if  they  were  excluded, 
the  consumption  of  domestic  spirits  could  not  be 
substituted  in  their  place,  and,  of  course,  the  ob- 
ject of  the  resolution  w'ould  not  de  attained.  For 
his  part,  he  said,  instead  of  considering  this  as  an 
objection  to  the  measure,  he  did  not  anticipate  from 
it  such  a favorable  result.  It  was  one  which  no 
good  citizen  w’ould  regret,  as  it  would  tend  to  im- 
prove the  public  morals,  and  produce  some  of  the 
good,  without  any  of  the  evil  effects  of  a sumptuary 
law. 

JMr.  F.  concluded  by  observing  that  the  subject 
was  susceptible  of  more  amplified  and  clear  illus- 
trations, but  it  w'ould  not,  at  this  incipient  stage  oi 
the  business,  say  more  respecting  it. 

MR.  BEXTON’S  SPEECH, 

On  the  Furs,Trade  Bill. 

IN  TIIE  SENATE — APRIL  24,  1822. 

[The  bill  and  amendments  propose  to  place  the 
fur  trade  on  liberal  principles;  opens  it  to  all  Ame- 
rican citizens,  and  none  others;  vests  in  superinten- 
dents of  Indian  affairs,  and  Indian  agents,  the  power 
to  grant  licenses,  for  two  years  with  the  near  tribes, 
and  seven  years  with  the  remote  tribes  beyond  the 
Mississippi;  subjects  to  seizure  and  forfeiture  the 
goods  of  all  traders  who  carry  ardent  spirits  to 
trade  w’lth  the  Indians;  and  repeals  tlie  section  of 
the  former  act,  which  subjects  the  trader’s  license 
to  be  recalled  w'ithout  notice  or  proof  of  miscon- 
duct.] 

Mr.  Beriton,  of  Missouri,  spoke  in  support  of  the 
bill  and  these  amendments. 

He  considered  the  fur  trade  as  an  object  of  na- 
tional  concern,  and  entitled  to  the  notice  of  the 
senate  He  spoke  of  it  in  two  points  of  view; 

1.  As  a branch  of  commerce; 

2.  As  the  means  of  controlling  the  Indians. 

On  the  first  point,  Mr.  B.  quoted  several  books 
to  shew  the  value  of  the  fur  trade,  as  carried  on 
under  the  Spanish  government,  at  St.  Louis;  under 
the  republic  at  the  same  place;  and  by  tlie  British 
trading  companies  on  ihe  waters  of  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri,  and  on  the  lakes  and  rivers  out 
towards  the  arctic  region. 

The  work  of  Perrin,  a French  writer,  sent  by  Xa- 
poleon  to  examine  the  resources  of  Louisiana,  about 
the  year  18U0,  estimates  the  furs,  robes,  anrt  pel- 
tries, taken  on  the  waters  of  the  Missouri,  at  60(J,000 
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livres  tournois,  annually,  and  those  taken  on  the 
waters  of  the  upper  Mississippi  at  1,200,000:  the 
latter  being  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the 
British. 

The  work  of  major  Stoddart,  written  in  1804, 
states  the  value  of  this  trade,  at  St.  Louis  alone,  to 
have  averaged  §203,000  annually,  for  fifteen  years 
before  the  transfer  of  the  province,  amounting,  in 
the  whole,  to  upwards  of  §3,000,000  in  that  time. 

Mr.  B.  exhibited  a table,  which  shewed  the  value 
of  the  trade  for  the  year  1816.  It  was  taken  from 
the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at 
St.  Louis,  (governor  Clark),  and  embraced  all  the 
business  done  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Slates 
by  the  American  and  British  traders,  and  by  the 
United  States’  factories,  and  amounted  to§441,220; 
of  which  §29,800  was  exported  by  th^  way  of  New 
Orleans;  §122,020  was  taken  up  the  Ohio  river  into 
the  Atlantic  states;  §258,400  was  taken  through  the 
Canadas,  on  the  line  of  the  Illinois  river,  the  lakes, 
and  the  St.  Lawrence;  and  the  remander,  §31,000, 
was  consumed  in  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  referred  to  sir  Alexander  M’Kenzie’s  his- 
tory of  the  fur  trade,  and  Winterbotham’s  view  of 
America,  to  shew  the  value  of  this  trade,  as  carried 
on  by  the  North  West  and  Hudson  Bay  companies. 
The  first  had  amounted,  annually,  for  forty  years, 
to  a million  and  a quarter  of  dollars  per  annum — 
fifty  millions  in  the  whole;  and  much  of  it  taken 
from  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  The  se- 
cond, being  a monopoly  for  a long  time  in  the  hands 
of  crown  favorites,  produced  but  a trifle,  say  140,000 
dollars  annually,  until  the  late  earl  of  Selkirk  pur- 
chased the  charter,  and  came  in  person  to  push  the 
trade.  The  two  companies  are  now  united.  The 
name  of  the  North  West  is  merged  in  that  of  Hud- 
son’s bay,  under  whose  charter  the  trade  is  now 
carried  on  with  increased  activity,  and  with  such 
prospect  of  emolument,  that  the  stock  of  the  com- 
pany  is  quoted,  in  the  latest  London  papers,  at  100 
per  cent,  advance. 

Mr.  B.  said,  that  the  trade  in  the  hands  of  Ame- 
rican citizens  had  not  increased  for  some  years. 
A rivalship  had  existed  between  Xhe private  traders 
and  the  government  traders;  and  the  latter,  having 
the  ear  of  the  government,  had  been  able  to  pre- 
judice the  former  without  doing  any  thing  them- 
selves proportionate  to  the  capital  of  300,000  dol- 
lars, which  was  placed  in  their  hands.  He  liad  not 
precise  data  for  fixing  the  amount  of  the  private 
capital  now  embarked,  but  would  estimate  it  at 
120,000  dollars  for  the  w'aters  of  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi, and  200,000  dollars  for  the  Missouri  and  its 
tributaries.  These  sums  were  intended  to  cover 
only  the  stock  in  trade;  the  expenses  in  boats,  boat- 
men,  provision,  clerks,  interpreters,  &c.  was  e 
distinct  item,  and  a large  one,  amounting,  in  some 
instances,  to  75  per  cent,  upon  the  capital. 

Mr.  Bi  said,  that  this  view  was  sufficient  to  shew 
that  the  fur  trade,  as  a branch  of  commerce,  was 
entitled  to  the  notice  of  the  statesmen  and  to 
protection  of  the  government;  yet  he  had  only  pre- 
sented a limited  view  of  its  value;  he  had  confined 
his  observations  to  the  waters  of  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissppi  below  the  Mandan  Villages;  he  had  not  car- 
ried the  eyes  of  the  senate  to  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  shew  them  there  the  richest  fur  region  in  the 
world,  belonging,  by  law,  to  the  citizens  of  the 
republic,  and  possessed,  in  fact,  by  the  subjects  of 
the  British  crown.  The  republic  owns  the  section 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  between  the  latitude  of 
42  and  49  north,  say  500^miles  from  north  to  south, 
and,  on  an  average,  300  wide;  the  summits  of  the 
ridges  penetrating  the  region  of  perpetual  snow; 


the  vallies  rich  and  beautiful,  covered  wi  h grass, 
clover,  wood,  and  wild  fruits, finely  wat  ered;  abound- 
ing in  horses,  buffaloes,  arlelopes,  and  the  most  va- 
luable of  the  furred  animals,  not  excepting  the 
ermine;  in  a word,  presenting  all  the  characteristics 
of  the  Alpine  region  in  S jvitzerland,  before  it  was 
cultivated.  The  republic  was  indebted  to  tfiC 
enterprize  of  Lewis  and  Clark  for  the  discevery  of 
this  rich  region.  Several  companies  ' f AmericaB 
citizens  had  attempted  to  avail  themselves  • .f  that 
discovery.  Lisa,  who,  with  250  men,  ascended  the 
Missouri  to  its  source  in  1808,  and  was  expelled  by 
the  hostilities  of  the  Bhtckfeet  I.ndians,  supposed 
to  be  instigated  by  the  North  West  company. — 
Messrs  Hum  and  Crooks,  with  60  men,  who  cross- 
ed to  the  Columbia  ab  ut  the  year  1811,  and  were 
compelled  to  abandon  their  entprprize,  by  the  events 
of  the  war,  which  soon  after  broke  out;  and  a com- 
pany of  100  men,  headed  by  major  .\ndrew  Henry, 
a companion  of  Lisa’s  in  the  expedition  of  1807-8, 
now  ascending  the  Missouri,  and  who  will,  in  all 
probability,  be  attacked  by  the  Aricara’s,  the  rov- 
ing  bands  of  the  Sioux,  or  the  Assiniboins:  tribes 
intimately  associated  with  the  British  fur  compa- 
nies. 

Taking  the  trade  of  the  mountains  into  the  esti- 
mate, Mr.  B.  computed  the  capital  it  would  an- 
nually employ  at  a million  of  dollars,  and  that  it 
would  give  employmet  to  2000  men.  The  British 
companies  traded  upon  a greater  capital,  employed 
about  2500  men,  and  were  at  this  time  bringing  out 
300  regular  troops  from  idngland,  to  be  stationed 
convenient  to  the  nothern  bend  of  the  Missouri, 
which  approximates  to  the  line  of  their  forts  and 
trading  posts  on  the  rivers  of  the  Winipee  lake. 

The  nature  of  the  capital  would  enhance  the  va- 
lue of  the  trade  to  the  country.  It  would  consist, 
in  good  part,  of  articles  of  home  growth  or  produc- 
tion— powder,  lead,  shot,  axes,  hatchets,  knives, 
guns,  tobacco,  and  course  fabrics  of  wool  and  cotton: 
many  of  which  would  be  got  in  the  wesi,  convenient 
to  the  trade,  and  would  give  a spring  to  the  in- 
dustry,  which  now  languishes  for  want  of  aliment  to 
feed  it. 

The  nature  of  the  proceeds  would  still  further 
enhance  the  value  of  the  trade.  It  would  give,  in 
return,  articles  of  the  first  value  and  necessity — the 
common  furs,  universally  in  demand  as  the  chief 
material  for  making  hats,  and  the  richer  kind,  es- 
teemed, both  at  home  and  abroad,  as  an  article  of 
dress:  worn  by  monarchs  for  magnificence,  ladies 
and  city  gentlemen  for  beauty,  and  by  travellers  as 
the  best  defence  against  frost,  and  commanding  in 
foreign  parts,  China,  Japan,  Germany,  and  Russia, 
twice  or  thrice  their  value  in  the  American  market. 

Mr.  B.  contrasted  tne  value  of  the  fur  trade  with 
the  commerce  carried  on  with  many  foreign  pow- 
ers, and  for  the  protection  and  preservation  of  which 
the  republic  keeps  up  expensive  establishments  of 
embassies,  councils,  and  ships  of  war,  and  which 
consume  less  amounts  of  American  produce,  and 
give  in  return  articles  of  incomparably  less  value. 
He  particularized  the  commerce  of  Russia,  which 
consumes  §147,000  of  American  produce,  (tak- 
ing the  year  1821  as  the  criterion),  and  gives  in  re- 
turn raw  hemp  or  its  fabricks,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  growers  of  hemp  in  the  western  states;  the  trade 
with  Sweden,  which  takes  §154,000,  and  returns 
iron,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  our  own  districts 
which  produce  that  metal;  with  Portugal,  which 
takes  §147,000,  and  sends  wine,  to  put  our  wiskey 
out  of  countenance,  and  discourage  the  grain  grow- 
ers; and  all  the  ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  Levant, 
and  Adriatic  seas,  taking  in  the  whole,  but  615,000 
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dollars,  and  sending  back  articles  of  taste  and  fancy, 
of  little  or  no  substantial  use.  Mr.  B.  considered 
all  this  commerce  as  a miserable  object  compared 
to  the  fur  trade;  yet  the  latter  was  neglected,  and 
the  richest  part  of  it  left  to  the  quiet  enjoyment  of 
the  British,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  western 
states;  while  the  former  was  cherished,  at  an  annual 
expense  of  more  than  half  a million  of  dollars,  in 
ambassadors,  consuls,  and  naval  armaments;  and 
the  slighest  interruption  to  it  would  be  considered, 
by  all  the  Cis  Alleganian  states,  as  just  ground  of 
complaint  and  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
public. 

Mr.  B.  spoke  of  Mr.  Jefferson’s  idea,  suggested 
in  his  instructions  to  Lewis  and  Clark — the  practi- 
cability oj  taking  the  furs  of  the  Rocky  Momitains 
direct  to  China,  upon  the  line  of  the  Columbia  river 
and  the  Pacific  Ocean.  He  said  the  problem  had 
been  resolved;  it  had  been  done;  it  was  done  by  the 
company  which  crossed  the  .Mountains  in  1811, 
and  there  was  no  tdifficulty  in  it.  The  Columbia 
river  was  of  easy  navigation,  a good  harbor  in  its 
mouth,  and  the  Pacific  Ocean  void  of  peril.  The 
region  of  the  mountains,  so  formidable  to  the  pro- 
gress of  Lewis  and  Clark,  is  now  traversed  by  vari- 
ous and  easy  passes.  The  first  and  main  ridge  is 
crossed  upon  a good  road,  made  by  the  buffaloes 
and  Indians,  leading  from  the  falls  of  Missouri  to 
the  forks  of  Clark’s  river,  (150  miles);  points  be- 
tween which  the  first  discoverers  travelled  about 
1"00-  The  nest  bed  of  mountains,  on  which  they 
found  snow  twelve  feet  deep  in  June,  is  now  turned 
upon  the  right  by  descending  Clark’s  river  two  or 
three  degrees,  and  then  passing  west,  over  land, 
through  an  open  level  country,  to  lake  Wayton, 
whence  issues  the  navigable  Lautau  river,  entering 
the  Columbia  at  a -..hort  distance,  and  avoiding  the 
falls  and  rapids  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  Mr. 
B.  had  no  doubt  but  that  East  India  goods  would 
enter  the  valley  of  the  Mississipi  upon  the  same 
route.  He  would  not  discuss  the  question  now, 
but  he  would  say,  that  the  sea  between  America 
and  A6ia  was  peaceful;  that  the  tide  flowed  up  the 
Columbia  183  miles;  that  the  river  was  deep  and 
gentle,  periodically  flooded;  that  the  land  carriage 
was  short  and  easy,  over  a region  which  furnished 
snow  for  sleighs  six  months  in  the  year,  and  conveni- 
ent to  the  fine  horses  on  the  plains  of  the  Columbia; 
that  the  longest  part  of  the  rouve  was  in  the  descent 
of  the  Missouri,  (2,575  miles  from  the  falls  to  the 
Mississippi),  which,  being  down  the  stream,  was 
nothing;  that  the  articles  to  be  brought  in  were  of 
little  weight,  great  value,  and  small  bulk—  such  as 
were  oncecarried  some  thousand  miles  upon  camels, 
and  constituted  the  wealth  of  merchants  whose  opu- 
lence  is  yet  seen  in  the  ruins  of  Alexandria  and  Pal- 
myra, and  upon  every  line  of  which  the  commerce 
of  Asia  had  ever  flowed. 

On  the  second  point. 

The  fur  trade  is  the  true  means  of  controlling 
the  Indians.  The  history  of  these  states,  when  colo- 
nies, and  ever  since,  is  fall  of  the  proofs.  The 
king’s  governors  always  operated  upon  the  Indians 
through  their  traders.  The  French  authorities  in 
Canada,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  .Mississippi,  did  the 
same,  a.id  they  both  operated  successfully  upon 
them.  The  consequence  was,  that,  in  every  war 
between  the  French  and  the  British,  the  Indians 
came  in  more  as  principals  than  auxiliaries,  and  al- 
ways took  the  side  ot  the  power  to  whom  their  re- 
spective traders  belonged.  In  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion these  truths  were  too  recent  not  to  be  known, 
and  too  convincing  not  to  prevail.  The  congress 
of  1776,  to  gain  the  good  will  of  the  Indians,  ad- 


dressed themselves  to  the  American  traders.  They 
even  advanced  money  to  purchase  goods,  to  be  sold 
without  profit  to  the  traders,  to  enable  them  to 
carry  on  their  trade,  and  to  preserve  their  influence 
among  the  neighboring  tribes.  The  sum  of  40,000 
pounds  sterling  was  voted  at  one  time,  (January, 
1776),  for  this  object;  and  the  goods  distributed  to 
he  traders  at  2^  per  cent,  on  the  cost  and  freight. 
Our  enemies,  the  British,  acted  upon  the  same 
principle,  and  with  more  success,  because  they 
acted  with  more  perseverance,  and  had  greater 
means  at  their  disposal.  In  the  late  war  the  same 
results  were  seen.  A trading  house  in  Pensacola 
directed  the  Creeks  against  us;  the  agents  of 
the  North  West  company  led  a dozen  nations  against 
the  frontiers  of  Ohio.  The  republic  had  compa- 
ratively but  few  on  her  side.  The  reason  was,  that 
she  had  no  traders  among  them  to  gain  their  affec- 
tions; only  factories,  *Ho  improve  their  moral  and  in- 
tellectual facidties — to  convert  them  into  farmers  and 
Christians;**  charitable  institutions,  without  doubt, 
but  so  little  capable  of  controUng  the  warlike  spirit 
of  the  savage  that  the  factories  were  themselves 
the  first  objects  of  attack  on  the  breaking  out  of 
hostilities. 

Mr.  B.  would  not  fatigue  the  senate  with  further 
remarks  on  this  point.  He  only  wished  to  revive 
the  recollection  of  the  policy  observed  by  our  an- 
cestors, when  Indian  affairs  were  better  understood 
than  at  present.  He  trusted  that  he  had  said 
enough  to  sustain  the  positions  which  he  had  assum- 
ed in  favor  of  the  fur  trade,  and  shewn  that  its  im- 
portance, both  as  a branch  of  commerce*  and  the 
true  means  of  governing  the  Indians,  entitled  it  to 
the  national  protection. 

The  bill  and  amendments  are  calculated  to  give 
it  some  protection.  They  repeal  the  7th  section  of 
the  act  of  1802,  because  that  section  gives  to  super- 
intendents and  agents  the  power  to  recal  the  licen- 
ses of  traders,  without  shewing  cause,  and  trying  the 
truth  of  it.  He  had  heard  of  no  license  improperly 
recalled,  but  it  might  happen;  and  a trade  so  va- 
luable, in  which  so  large  a capital  would  be  em- 
barked, should  not  be  subject  to  a sudden  suspen- 
sion at  the  will  of  any  man.  They,  (the  bill  and 
amendments),  authorize  licenses  to  be  granted  for 
seven  years.  Heretofore  they  were  limited  to  two. 
This  period  was  fixed  when  the  Mississippi  was 
the  boundary  of  the  republic;  it  is  no  longer  an  ade- 
quate time,  when  that  river,  ceasing  to  be  the  ultima 
thiile  of  the  trader,  has  become  his  starting  point. 
The  British  companies  have  just  had  their  license 
(charter)  expended  twenty-one  years,  and  the  Rus- 
sians  twenty;  and  seven  years  is  sufficiently  short  for 
the  American  trader,  who  goes  to  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains to  contend  with  the  former,  and  to  the  Colutn- 
bia  river  to  contend  with  the  latter.  The  section 
intended  to  be  repealed  left  the  trade  open  to 
British  subjects;  it  was  obliged  to  do  so  under  the 
3d  article  of  Mr.  Jay’s  treaty;  but  the  late  war  had 
abrogated  that  treaty,  and  it  was  worth  a war  to  get 
rid  of  it.  The  treaty  of  Ghent  had  not  revived  the 
odious  privileges  of  the  3d  article,  and  it  was  the 
bounden  duty  of  congress  to  avail  itself  of  this 
advantage,  and  to  exclude  British  traders  from 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  trade  or 
our  Indians.  The  bill  and  amendments  propose  to 
do  so;  they  confine  the  licenses  to  Araericn  citi- 
zens,  and  the  goods  of  those  who  have  no  licenses 
will  be  subject  to  seizure  and  confiscation.  The 
bill  facilitates  the  acquisition  of  licenses  to  Ameri- 
can citizens;  by  vesting  the  power  to  grant  them 
in  officers  stationed  at  convenient  points  for  car- 
rying ou  the  trade.  The  governors  of  Michigan  and 
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Arkansas,  as  suppriniendents,  have  this  power  All 
the  agents  have"  it.  A superintendency  is  establish' 
ed  at  St.  Louis  to  exercise  it;  and  this  facility  will 
give  to  that  town  the  advantage  which  its  geogra- 
phical position  has  always  claimed,  and  which  the 
improvidence  of  Mr.  Jay’s  treaty  had  conferred  upon 
Montreal — the  advantage  of  being  the  entrepot  of 
the  A aerican  fur  trade. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  a further  protection  due 
to  the  fur  trade,  not  now  contemplated  by  the  bill 
before  the  senate,  and  he  regretted  to  say,  not  coun- 
tenanced heretofore  by  the  congress.  He  alluded 
to  the  military  expedition  to  the  Upper  Missouri. 
His  local  position  beyond  the  Mississippi  had  given 
him  an  opportunity  of  gaining  local  intelligence, 
and,  presuming  upon  this,  he  would  differ  in  opi- 
nion  from  the  majority  of  the  congress  which  had 
stopped  this  expedition.  He  applauded  the  policy 
which  selected  the  Mandan  villages  for  a military 
post,  which  intended  to  place  on  that  point  of  ap- 
proximation to  the  British  establishments  of  lake 
Winipee,  an  adequate  force  to  overawe  her  traders, 
and  encourage  our  own  in  carrying  their  commerce 
to  the  region  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  He  consider- 
ed this  expedition  as  a branch  of  that  enlightened 
system  of  national  defence  which,  embracing  the 
vast  circiimference  of  the  republic,  and  seizing  at 
once  all  the  commanding  points  on  the  lake,  the 
gulf,  the  maritime  and  the  western  frontier,  endea- 
vored to  provide  for  every  part  an  efficient  and 
appropriate  defence.  He  knew  that  a waste  of  mo- 
ney had  taken  place  in  the  ascent  of  the  Missouri, 
and  he  was  willing  to  go  all  lengths  with  the  senate 
in  correcting  that  and  the  like  improvidences  in 
other  places;  but  h«  utterly  protested  against  the 
justice  of  seizing  upon  a circumstance  to  ^efeat  a 
jplan  of  national  defence,  so  honorable  to  the  admi- 
nistration which  had  formed  it,  and  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  secure  posterity,  as  well  as  ourselves,  from 
the  calamities  of  a country  engaged  in  war,  and 
open,  upon  an  hundred  lines,  by  land  and  water,  to 
the  invasion  of  the  enemy’s  arms. 

Mr.  B.  bad  heard  objections,  founded  in  motives 
of  humanity,  to  the  system  of  trade  which  the  bill 
contemplated.  These  objections  were, 

1.  The  destruction  of  the  Indians  by  ardent  spirits. 

2.  Impositions  upon  them  in  the  sale  of  goods. 

3.  Exciting  them  to  wars. 

4.  Retarding  their  progress  towards  civilization 
and  Christianity. 

He  replied  to  these  odjections: 

On  the  first — Mr.  B.  admitted  that  ardent  spirits 
were  the  bane  of  the  Indians,  and  destroyed  more 
of  them  than  the  sword;  but  denied  that  the  regu- 
lar traders  committed  this  destruction.  He  imputed 
the  mischief  to  the  peddling  traders,  called  by  the 
French,  *^coureurs  de  6ois;”  a class  of  running  gen- 
tlemen, who  had  no  permanent  interestin  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Indians,  and  cared  not  what  injury  they 
did  them.  Not  so  with  the  regular  trader.  He  vi- 
sited the  sa.me  tribe  annually,  with  a large  adventure 
of  goods,  and  depended  upon  the  good  will  of  his 
customers  for  his  success  in  trade  and  the  safety 
of  his  life.  To  him  nothing  was  more  dreadful  than 
a gang  of  drunken  Indians — all  their  passions  un- 
bridled, and  their  unborn  appetite  for  blood-shed 
and  pillage  left  without  the  restraint  of  the  least 
discretion.  In  such  situations  they  kill  even  one  ano- 
ther upon  the  slightest  provocation,  the  most  ancient 
grudge  or  imaginary  insult.  The  traders  are  in  dou- 
ble danger.  Their  property  is  a tempting  prize,  and 
the  color  of  their  skins  revives  the  recollection  of 
that  long  list  of  injuries  which  th,e  red  men  has  re- 


ceived from  the  white.*  But  the  bill  does  not  leave 
the  evil  without  a remedy.  The  trade  in  spirits  is 
prohibited;  bond  and  security  are  exacted  from 
every  trader.  Authority  is  given  to  agents,  superin- 
tendents, and  military  officers,  to  search  any  pack- 
age, upon  suspicion  or  information  that  spirits  are 
carried  out  to  trade,  and  seize  and  forfeit  all  the 
goods,  if  any  be  found,  and  to  revoke  the  license  of 
the  trader  and  put  his  bond  in  suit. 

Mr.  B.  said  tiiat  this  was  the  true  remedy  for  the 
eivi;  it  went  to  its  root;  it  was  the  first  remedy  that 
ever  did  so;  and  the  senate  would  do  him  the  jus- 
tice to  remember  that  he  had  suggested  it,  and  he 
should  do  the  regular  traders  the  justice  to  say  that 
he  had  received  the  suggestiou  from  them. 

On  the  second — The  apprehension  is  imaginary. 
It  is  in  proof  before  the  senate,  that  the  Indians  are 
good  judges  of  the  quality  and  prices  of  the  goods 
in  which  they  trade,  and  of  the  value  of  their  own 
furs  and  peltries;  that,  dealing  always  in  the  same 
articles,  they  are  less  liable  to  be  imposed  upon  by 
their  traders  than  white  people  are  by  their  mer- 
chants. Besides,  competition  is  the  best  security 
against  imposition,  and  the  bill  affords  that  secu- 
rity. It  lays  open  the  trade,  upon  easy  terms,  to  all 
American  citizens,  and  the  number  of  traders  will 
be  suficiently  great  to  reduce  the  price  of  goods  to 
the  lowest  rate,  and  to  insure  the  highests  price  for 
furs  and  peltries. 

On  the  third — Mr.  B.  believed  this  to  be  a mo- 
dern discovery— one  of  the  notable  conceits  for 
which  the  senate  was  indebted  to  the  superinten- 
dent of  Indian  trade  at  Georgeioivii.  He  had  met 
with  ii  himself,  for  the  first  lime,  in  those  morsels 
of  eloquence  wit'n  which  this  officer  annually  regaled 
“the  intellectual  faculties”  of  congress.  He  con- 
sidered it,  however,  as  one  of  X.h^  forlorn  hope  in 
that  troop  of  bug-bears  which  was  annually  conjured 
up  for  the  service  of  the  factory  system  and  which 
had  no  existence  except  in  the  ferule  brains  of  the 
superintendent.  Mr.  B.  would  refer  him,  not  the 
senate,  to  Loskiely  a writer  on  missions  and  Indian 
customs— a writer  with  whom  the  superintehdent 
must  be  intimately  acquainted,  and  whose  at^hority 
as  a Christian,  he  could  not  dispute.  He  would  there 
see,  (page  99),  that  peace  is  indispensable  to  the 
operations  of  a trader;  that,  in  war,  he  is  pursued  as 
an  enemy,  and  killed  as  a prize;  that  all  debts  which 
are  due  him  are  cancelled  by  ilie  hatchet;  and  that 
he  cannot  even  return  for  along  time  after  peace  is 
restored,  without  danger  of  being  robbed  and  mur-s 
dered. 

On  the  fourth — Mr.  B.  considered  this  objection 
as  a member  of  the  same  family  to  which  the  last 
one  belonged.  He  did  not  think  it  an  easy  business 
to  convert  Indians  into  farmers  and  Christians. 
Hunting  had  too  many  attractions  to  be  voluntarily 
abandoned  either  by  the  savage  or  the  civilized  man  . 
The  JPu7vnis  chief  spoke  truth  to  the  president, 
when  he  told  him“  that  he  would  never  bruise  hiS 
hands  with  digging  in  the  ground,  while  he  could 
find  a buffaloe  to  hunt  or  a horse  to  steal.”  He  spoke 
the  language  of  all  barbarians.  They  despise  agri- 
culture.  War  and  hunting  is  their  passions,  and 
labor  is  left  to  the  servile  hands  of  women  and 
slaves.  When  the  objects  of  the  chase  are  extir- 
pated— when  the  forest  no  longer  furnishes  animals 
tor  food,  and  skins  for  raiment,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  necessity^  the  true  principle  of  civilization, 
compels  the  hunter  to  turn  farmer,  forces  him  to 

*The  expression  “Long  Knives”  is  as  familiar  now 
upon  the  frontiers  of  Missouri  as  it  was  upon  the 
frontiers  of  Virginia  9,  century  ago. 
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dig  in  the  ground  for  his  bread  and  his  clothes, 
gives  liim  a fixed  habitation,  ideas  of  separate  pro- 
perty in  the  soil,  and  thus  providittg  for  the  wants 
of  the  6or/w,  leaves  the  mindUc.Q  to  imbibe  improve 
ment.  The  trader  facilitates  this  process  by  pro 
moling  the  destructi  n of  the  game;  and  if  Ameri- 
can  traders  are  not  permitted  to  do  it,  the  English 
traders  will.  Restraining  the  one  leaves  the  field 
open  to  tlie  other;  and,  such  is  the  anti-national  and 
preposterous  effect  to  be  produced  by  shutting  the 
fur  trade  against  our  own  citizens  on  motives  of  hu- 
manity and  religion. 

Ml-.  B.  said  that  the  bill  contained  tw-o  other 
provisions  highly  just  and  necessa'y:  one  introdu- 
cing a better  sys  cm  of  accountability  in  all  expen- 
ditures of  the  Indian  departmem;  and  the  other 
transferring  tho->e  expenditures  from  Georgetown, 
in  this  district,  to  states  and  cities  convenient  to  the 
Indian  tribes.  Under  the  former  law  the  factory  su 
perintendent  w'as  the  organ  of  government  expend!- 
ture,  and  Mr.  B had  shown  on  a former  day^  (de- 
bate on  the  abolition  of  the  factories,)  the  enormous 
abuses  tvhich  were  co.mmitted  in  purchasing  in  the 
east  the  articles  which,  abounded  in  the  -west.  Tl»e 
superintendents  and  Indian  agents,  under  the  new 
provision,  will  make  the  expenditures,  and  will  pur- 
chase every  thing,  even  Briiish  dry  goods,  cheaper 
on  the  banks  of  the  »iississippi  and  Ol.io,  than  they 
liave  been  usually  bought  by  the  superintendent  in 
Ibis  district. 

Mr.  B.  left  the  bill  to  the  decision  of  the  senate, 
trusting  that  they  would  feel  an  additional  motive 
for  passing  it,  when  it  was  seen  to  be  the  best  which 
the  government  could  adopt  for  controlling  the  lo- 
tiians,  and  tended  to  distribute  a part  of  ihe  public 
expenditure  to  the  west,  and  to  encourage  one 
branch  of  its  drooping  commerce. 

MR  POINSETT’S  SPEECH, 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

Cn  the  resolution  declaring  the  justice  and  the  expe- 

pediency  of  recognizing  the  Independence  of  the 

J^'ations  of  the  South. 

I shall  offer,  said  Mr.  Poinsett^  no  apolo.^y  to 
the  committee  for  addressing  them  on  this  occa- 
sion, I have  resided  so  long  in  the  countries  we 
ure  now  called  upon  to  place  in  tlie  rank  of  na- 
tions— am  so  intimaiely  acquainted  with  tne  causes 
and  character  of  the  revolution  tliey  have  under- 
gone, that  I feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  convey  to  the 
committee,  as  briefly  as  I can,  the  information  1 
possess  on  this  subject. 

Sir,  if  ever  there  was  ah  occasion  that  justified 
a revolution,  that  called  upon  a people  to  recur  to 
first  principles,  and  to  seek  relief  from  the  abuse 
of  power,  by  an  appeal  to  arms,  this  was  one.  The 
revolution  of  the  Spanish  colonies  did  not  arise 
trom  a mere  question  of  abstract  right,  but  from 
actual  suft'eririg  and  grievous  oppression;  from 
causes  radical  and  certain,  though  gradual  in  their 
operation;  causes  that  would  have  inevitably 
produced  the  revolution  without  the  violent  crisis 
to  which  the  mother  country  was  exposed,  and 
Which  only  accelerated  that  event.  It  was  felt  in 
their  government,  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
in  their  agriculture,  in  their  commerce,  and  in 
their  pursuits  of  happiness.  Governed  by  viceroys 
responsible  in  name,  but,  in  fact,  as  arbitrary  as 
the  king  of  Spain  himseit  ? who  commanded,  not 
only  the  military  governors  and  iiuendants  of  pro 
Vinces,  but  presided  over  the  tribunals  of  justice, 
let  any  one  imagine  what  government  the  misera- 
ble colonist  must  have  enjoyed  under  E'jronean 
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Spaniards  vested  with  such  powers,  and  who  had 
nothing  to  dread  but  an  examination  of  their  con- 
duct before  a tribunal  two  thousand  leagues  dis- 
tant from  the  theatre  of  their  injustice.  The  co- 
lonist could  not  even  enjoy  the  natural  advantages 
by  which  he  was  surrounded. 

The  eyes  of  a jealous  and  suspicious  govern- 
ment constantly  watched  the  progress  of  his  in- 
dustry. No  sooner  did  a settlement  betray  symp- 
toms of  prosperity,  than  it  became  the  subject  of 
oppressive  legislation,  and  was  overwhelmed  by  a 
swarm  of  officers,  v ho,  like  locusts,  ’estroyed  the 
fair  prospects  of  the  harvest.  The  trade  was  not 
on'y  confined  t«>  certain  specified  articles,  bu'  to  a 
few  favored  towns.  Rich  as  these  favored  regions 
.re,  and  capable  of  bringing  forth  the  productions 
of  every  climate,  possessing  great  facilities  of  inter- 
nal ar.d  of  fireign  commerce,  the^  were  reduced  to 
indolence  and  penury  by  absurd  and  oppressive 
restrictions  on  their  industry,  on  their  trade,  and 
on  their  private  enjoymeius.  Withou*  a market 
for  their  produce,  it  rotted  on  the  ground.  I have 
seen  the  most  fertile  districts  of  thai  fine  country 
barren  and  desolate — I have  seen  the  inhabitants^ 
surrounded  by  all  the  bounties  of  nature,  destitute 
of  the  ordinary  comforts  of  civilized  society.  To 
those  who  have  followed  the  progress  of  this  re- 
volution, and  comoired  i with  our  own,  the  differ- 
ence must  appear  striking,  and,  from  the  civil  dis- 
sensions that  have  agitated  those  countries,  it  has 
been  argued  by  some  that  the  Spanish  Creoles 
were  incapable  of  enjoying  the  blessings  of  liber- 
ty— were  unfit  for  self-government.  In  making 
iliis  comparison  between  the  two  countries, it  ought 
never  to  be  forgotten  that  our  civil  and  political 
institutions,  our  habits,  our  customs,  our  law’s, 
our  rights  of  property,  scarcely  suffered  any  al- 
teration by  the  transition  from  a colonial  to  an  in- 
dependent state.  The  principles  of  free  govern- 
ment, repub'.icin  principles,  had  deep  root  in  this 
country  before  our  revolution;  and  if  they  have 
grown  with  our  growth,  and  strengthened  with  our 
strength,  they  w'ere  as  well  understood  then  as 
now.  'I’he  Spanish  colonies  had  never  been  en- 
trusted, as  we  had,  with  any  part  of  the  interna), 
administration,  and  w'ere  ignorant  and  unpractised 
in  government.  The  means  of  education,  I mean 
of  a liberal  and  enlightened  education,  were  with- 
held from  tiie  Creole;  printing  presses  were  to  be 
found  only  in  a few  of  the  larger  cities,  where,  un- 
der a rigid  inspection,  a gazette  and  an  almanac 
were  permitted  to  be  published.  The  policy  of 
Spain  repressed  the  advancement  of  knowledge  in 
her  colonies  ignorance  and  superstition  were  the 
powerful  Tieans  employed  to  keep  them  in  subjec- 
ion.  The  despot  is  aware  that  those  who  possess 
knowledge  will  struggle  for  freedom,  and  will 
achieve  it— for  knowledge  is  power.  Dread  of  re^ 
ligious  toleration,  and  of  what  was  worse,  of  spolia- 
tion, excited  the  clergy  to  oppose  the  revolution. 
The  influence  they  exercised  over  the  minds  of 
the  people,  was  unbounded,  and,  had  not  a few  vir-  , 
tuous,  well  enlightened  priests,  espoused  the  cause 
of  liberty,  the  colonies  would  still  have  been  de- 
pendent, The  aristocracy  formed  another  and  a 
powerful  obstacle  to  the  progress  of  this  revolu- 
tion— a class  that  abhor  every  constitution  found- 
ed oil  an  equality  of  rights — a class  that  would  ra- 
ther be  deprived  of  those  rights,  than  see  all  par- 
ticipate in  them;  that  prefer  any  state  of  suffering 
ra  her  than  see  power  exercised  by  their  inferiors. 

I speak  now  of  the  mass  of  titled  men  in  the  colo- 
nies. Some  few  were  distinguished  for  their  zeal 
in  the  cause  _of  independence. 
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Aiiother,  and  a very  essential  difference  between 
the  two  countries,  consist i’’  ’he  mirober  of  Eu- 
ropeans, w'ho  had  (fistinct  privileges  frnm  the  Cre- 
oles, for  oppression  did  nor  there  fall  equally  on 
all.  They  were,  to  be  sure,  the  srr.aller  party;  but 
the  wealth  and  power  they  possessed,  their  union, 
their  influence,  the  habitual  respect  in  w»’ich  t’pe). 
■were  held,  their  ideas  of  their  own  superiority, 
rendered  them  a very  formidable  body.  They 
were  aware  that  their  proud  pretensions  had  arous- 
ed against  them  a feeling  of  indignation;  that  the 
oppressive  measures  they  had  promoted  agnins' 
the  interests  of  the  land,  had  produced  hatred  and 
an  eager  thirst  for  revenge  and  common  interest 
and  common  danger  united  them  against  the  Cre- 
oles. They  could  not  suppress  the  revolution,  but 
they  retarded  its  progress  and  procrastinated  the 
coi'test.  If,  therefore,  we  regard  the  little  advance- 
ment  of  these  countries,  their  ignorance  of  the 
principles  of  government,  their  civil  dissensions, 
and  the  procrastinated  struggle  for  liberty  af'er 
all  oppoi-irion  had  ceased  on  the  part  of  Spain,  it 
impresses  us  more  strongly  with  the  urgent  neces- 
sity that  existed,  of  shaking  off  the  colonial  go- 
vernment, It  was  the  government  that  placed  ob- 
structions in  the  way  of  agrtculture  and  commerce 
It  was  the  government,  that,  forgetful  of  its  prima- 
rv  r-biigations,  suffered,  nay,  encouraged  the  daily 
violation  of  the  riglits  and  properties  of  its  sub- 
jects. It  WHS  the  government,  in  short,  that  sought 
to  keep  the  people  in  the  profoundest  ignorance, 
as  the  means  of  keeping  them  in  subjection.  A 
revolution  proceeding  from  such  causes,  v>  as  not 
to  be  prevented  by  empty  declarations  of  abstract 
rights,  such  as  were  m;tde  by  the  mother  country 
when  strugghng  for  her  own  existence.  The  de- 
crees of  toe  different  governments  established  in 
Spain  during  tha?  period,  were  magnificent  in  pro 
mise.  The  colonies  were  told  they  had  the  same 
rights  as  the  mother  country,  but  were  treated  as 
if  they  had  none.  They  were  deluded  wi‘h  hopes 
that  were  never  realized,  and  were  mocked  with 
the  semblance  of  a representation.  Deputies  ys 
signed  them,  not  elected  by  them.  At  no  time 
v/as  there  more  peculotijm,  violence  and  oppres 
sion,  than  during  the  interv.d  between  the  invasion 
of  Spain  and  the  insurrection  of  the  colonies. 
These  causes  operated  alike  on  all,  and  the  revo- 
lution con*menred  wd’hout  previous  concert,  al- 
most at  the  same  moment,  in  every  part  of  this 
vast  continent.  It  has  triumplted  not  only  over 
the  opposition  of  '.he  mother  country,  but  over 
civil  dissensions  and  the  storms  of  party.  In  Cn- 
rar.cas,  where  the  revolution  first  commenced,  its 
success  Was  retarded  by  one  of  the  most  awful 
events  recorded  in  history.  The  city  was  almost 
entirely  destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  on  the  anni- 
versary of  their  revolutionary  movement.  The 
clergy  availed  themselves  of  this  event,  and  as- 
sisted by  the  superstition  of  the  people,  re  estab. 
lislted,  for  a short  time,  the  royal  authority.  The 
brave  and  patriotic  Bolivar  kept  up  the  spirit  of 
the  revolu  ion.  His  active  exertions  renewed  the 
struggle  for  liberty,  and  his  zeal  and  perseverance 
restored  his  country  to  freedom.  By  his  conduct 
and  valor,  the  most  formidable  armament  ever  sent 
across  the  Atlantic,  has  been  destroyed.  His  ef- 
forts have  united  Caraccas  and  New  Grenada  into 
one  republic,  and  he  has  spread  the  principles  of 
independence,  and  of  free  government,  to  the 
.chores  of  the  Pacific, 

Buenos  Ayres  has  triumphed  over  the  repeated 
and  forniidoble  efforts  of  .i.e  mother  country  >o 
subdue  them.  They  have  had,  besides,  to  contend 


against  a powerful  party  of  r.oyalists  in  the  interi- 
or provinces.  The  wealthy  Creoles  of  that  country 
could  not  be  easily  roused  to  take  an  active  part 
in  a contest,  the  issue  of  v hich  was  uncertain.  No 
d ubt  they  preferred  a national  government,  and 
freedom  of  commerce;  but  that  wish  was  not  strong 
enough  to  vanquish  their  love  of  repose  and  indo- 
lent habi's,  to  urge  them,  in  short,  to  h ng  and 
painful  sacrifices.  The  royalists  are  still  in  pos- 
session of  some  of  the  finest  provinces  of  La  Piata- 

The  interior  provinces  of  the  viceroyalty  of  Li- 
ma, are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  royalists;  were,  J 
should  have  said — for  it  is  reasonable  to  expect, 
that  the  exarr.ple  of  the  capital  will  be  followed 
by  the  provinces.  Chile,  agita  ed  for  some  time 
by  civil  dissensions,  and  overru.n  by  the  army  of 
the  royalists,  has  at  length  established  tranquility 
at  home,  and  not  only  driven  out  the  invaders,  but 
carried  the  war  successfully  into  their  strong  hold. 
The  revolu.  ion  in  Spain  is  due.  to  the  efforts  of  this 
brave  people.  Mexico,  where  the  revolution  com- 
menced at  an  early  period,  and  where,  after  a des- 
perate s ruggle,  it  appeared  to  be  quelled,  is  now 
independent.  The  spirit  of  the  revolution  contin- 
ued to  exist  among  the  people.  Hidalgo,  and  the 
gallant  men  who  fell  in  the  first  revolutionary  move- 
ment, did  not  perish  in  vain. 

'I  o prove  the  utter  inability  of  Spain  to  recover 
possession  of  these  countries,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  take  a view  of  iheii  vust  extent,  of  their  popu- 
lation and  resources,  and  to  compare  them  with 
those  of  Spain,  agitated  as  she  now  is,  by  in.es- 
tine  commotions,  and,  fur  many  years  past,  regard- 
ed as  the  counliy  of  Europe  the  most  destitute  of 
industry,  of  commerce,  and  of  enterprize.  The 
mere  recital  of  the  names  which  distinguish  the 
Spanish  colonies  in  America,  extending  over  79 
ilegrees  of  latitude,  with  a space  of  at  leas  1900 
leagues,  interposed  between  its  most  distant  set- 
lernenis;  the  vast  extern  of  their  mountairs,  their 
magnificen’  rivers,  the  varied  productions  of  the 
soil,  the  riches  of  tlieir  mines,  impress  us  at  once 
wi  h the  magnitude  of  their  resources.  Buenos 
Ayre.s,  comprising  the  finest  provinces  of  Peru,  the 
rich  mines  tif  Polosi,  arc!  the  fertile  province  of 
Cochabamba,  with  a population  of  otie  million  and 
a hall;  c.  ining  annually  upwards  of  five  millions  of 
rloliars,  exporting : en  millions,  and  importing  about 
the  same  arr  ount.  Chile,  the  garden  of  the  woild, 
possessing  the  me  st  fertile  soil,  productive  of  all 
the  fruits  of  Europe,  and  of  the  tropics,  equally 
rich  in  the  precious  and  in  the  useful  metals,  with 
a population  of  moi’e  than  one  million,  coining 
about  three  millions  of  dollars  annually,  exporting 
four  millions,  and  imporling  more  than  three  mil- 
lions. Lima,  I mean  the  viceroyalty  of  Lima,  in- 
cluding Cusco,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Incas, 
with  a popula  ion  of  1,200,000  souls,  coining  annu- 
ally five  millions  of  dollars,  importing  ten  millions, 
and  ex:  oriing  thirteen  millions.  New  Grenada, 
containing  not  less  than  two  millions  of  inhabitants 
with  a trade  of  more  than  six  millions  of  imports, 
coining  annually  three  millions  of  dollars.  Carac- 
cas, with  a million  of  inhabitants,  and  about  the 
same  resources  as  New  Grenada.  These  two  coun- 
tries have  since  been  united  under  one  government, 
the  Republic  of  Colombia.  Guatemala,  the  country 
which  comprises  Costa  Rica  and  Nicaragua,  and 
bounds  on  New  Grenada,  a fertile  and  well  culti- 
vated country,  containing  one  million  and  a half  of 
souls.  New  Spain,  or  Mexico,  contained  in  1808, 
a population  of  five  millions  nine  hundred  thousand 
— a population  not  likely  to  have  been  diminished 
. since  that  period.  Coining  at  that  time  twenty- 
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three  oiill  ons  of  dollars  annually,  importing  twen- 
ty mill:o;'S,  and  exporting  between  twenty  and 
thirty  millions.  T;  e detached  governments  con- 
tained nearly  a million  of  inhabitants,  making  an 
aggregate  of  15  millions. 

I will  not  detain  the  committee  by  going  into 
an  examination  of  the  resources  of  each  particu- 
lar state,  It  w'ill  he  sufficient  for  my  purposes  to 
p rliculrrize  »hose  of  M X'co.  The  whole  annual 
agricul'.ur^i  product  of  Mexico  was  estimated  at 
29  nsillions  of  dollars  1'he  annual  product  of  the 
precious  metals  ai  23  millions;  the  annual  product 
of  the  manufactures  at  8 millions;  the  exports  at 
22  millions;  the  imp  jrts  at  20  millions;  the  reve- 
nue of  Mexico,  for  customs  and  taxes,  amounted 
to  not  less  than  twenty  millions. 

If,  si>vs  bsiron  Humboldt,  the  political  strength 
of  a nation  depended  only  upon  the  extent  of  coun 
try,  and  number  of  inhabitan’s,  Now  Spain  might 
r<nk  with  the  United  S ates.  Such  was  the  state 
of  those  countries  under  all  the  disadvantages  of 
the  colonial  system,  for  I have  purposely  taken  the 
staiemeiu  prev'ous  to  the  revolution  I'hus  we 
see  that  the  total  population  of  the  S,ianish  colo- 
nies exceeded  fifteen  millions;  the  imports  were 
never  less  than  sixty  millions,  and  the  exports 
seven'y. 

The  estimated  population  of  those  countries  is 
more  likely  to  fall  shor^  of  the  truth,  than  to  ex- 
ceed it.  The  census  was  taken  for  the  purposes 
of  taxation,  which  induced  the  inhabitants  to  con* 
ceal  their  real  numbers.  And  liere  let  me  remark, 
that  this  population  is  more  effective;  and  the  pro- 
portion of  whites  greater  than  has  been  generally 
supposed.  , The  most  favorable  statement  ever 
published  of  the  population  of  Spain,  pr<-vious  to 
the  late  w’ars,  made  it  amount  to  10.409  STO.  A 
population  much  thinned  by  wars,  and  pestilence, 
and  famine,  within  the  last  ten  years.  The  ex- 
ports  of  Spain  amounted  to  about  sixteen  millions 
of  dollars,  and  tbe  imports  to  between  fourteen 
and  fifteen  millions.  Let  me  ask,  then,  whether  it 
is  probable  that  Spain,  with  not  quite  two-thirds 
the  population,  with  i nferior  resources  at  all  times, 
and  those  much  diminished  by  this  defection,  can 
reconquer  countries  at  a distance,  some  of  them  of 
two  thousand  leagues,  and  none  less  than  one 
thousand?  The  history  of  Spain  herself  is  an  an- 
sw’er  to  this  question.  With  a courage  and  ener- 
gy, that  a oetermination  to  be  free  alone  could 
give,  Spain  repelled  the  hosts  of  France  that  in- 
vaded her  territory;  weak  an  numbers  and  resourc- 
es, when  compared  to  France,  ihey  successfully  re- 
sisted the  utmost  efforts  of  that  power  to  subdue 
them.  One  word,  sir,  on  this  subject.  It  is  too 
much  our  custom  to  speak  contemptuously  of  this 
brave  and  high  minded  people;  they  were  long 
bowed  down  by  an  iron  despotism.  But  other 
days  have  dawned  on  that  fair  country;  after  re 
sisting  with  unexampled  resolution,  foreign  usur- 
pation, they  have  resolved  to  be  free.  Their  suf- 
ferings, from  the  vices  and  defects  of  long  servi- 
tude, ought  to  excite  our  sympathies,  and  their 
efforts  to  establish  free  and  liberal  insututioos,  en- 
tiile  them  to  our  respect. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  that  the  indepen- 
dence of  these  colonies  would  ir.jure  the  prosperi- 
ty of  the  United  States;  possessing  a more  fertile 
soil,  and  raising  the  same  productions,  they  would 
drive  us  from  the  markets  of  Europe.  It  has  been 
said  that  colonies  are  safer  neighbors  than  free 
states,  and  that  so  long  as  they  were  bound  down 
by  the  oppressive  restrictions  of  Spain,  they  w-ould 
neither  be  dangerous  rivals  or  formidable  compet- 


itors It  is  unwise,  therefore,  in  us  to  off-r  them 
any  encouragement.  Not  only  the  best  feelings  of 
the  heart  revolt  at  such  a conclusi  n,  but  it  is  man- 
ifestly false;  it  is  our  interest  that  they  should  be 
free.  With  an  expensive  line  of  coast,  with  nume- 
rou.s  navigable  rivers,  facilitating  their  internal 
trade,  with  a population  of  more  tlian  15  n ill  ions, 
almost  without  manufactures,  with  a demand  for 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  withou*^  the 
means  of  carrying  on  their  foreign  commerce,  these 
countries  present  a market  for  the  skill  and  Indus- 
try  of  our  merchants,  which  promises  the  greatest 
advantages.  Let  any  one  look  back  and  observe 
how  the  demand  has  every  where  increased  with 
the  increasing  produce. 

The  wars  and  revolutions  which  have  lately  af- 
flicted Europe,  are  known  now  only  by  their  bene- 
ficial effects.  Effects  to  be  seen  in  the  ameliora- 
lion  and  ex‘ension  of  their  agriculture,  in  the  in- 
crease of  their  towns  and  vilLges;  in  the  augmen- 
tation of  manufactures;  in  the  benefits  of  educa- 
tion; the  desire  of  freedom,  and  in  the  general  wel- 
fare and  prosperity  of  the  country.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  p-iss  through  any  part  of  Europe,  at  present, 
without  being  struck  with  the  improved  condition 
of  the  people.  An  improvement  which,  as  it  ad- 
vances, w.il  augment  the  demand  for  all  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  west.  The  intercourse  of  the  pro- 
vir.c-'s  of  Spanish  America  with  these  countries,  will 
augment  their  means  of  information,  and  will  en- 
lighten them  on  the  subject  of  government,  on 
public  welfare  and  private  happiness.  With  the 
increase  of  knowledge,  will  arise  free  and  w ell  or- 
ganized institutions,  the  refinements  and  various 
w'ants  of  civilization.  This  cannot  fail  to  produce 
a demand  for  all  the  maruifackures  of  his  country, 
and  for  all  the  objects  of  trade.  I had  intended  to 
have  entered,  fully,  into  the  importance  of  our  po- 
litical relations  with  these  countries.  1 fear,  how- 
ever, that  1 should  exhau.st  the  patience  of  the  com- 
mittee were  I to  attempt  it;  and  I feel  that  I should 
exhaust  my  own  strength.  1 am  compelled,  there- 
fore, however  reluctantly,  to  waive  this  part  of  the 
subject  The  question  for  the  consideration  of  the 
committee  is,  whether  we  shall  now  adopt  a mea- 
sure called  for  by  every  motive  of  feeling  and  of 
policy,  at  a moment  when  it  may  give  us  weight  and 
influence  in  those  countries;  a measure  by  which 
we  shall  at  once  assume  the  station  thai  becomes 
our  character,  among  the  great  republics  of  this 
hemisphere;  or  whether  we  shall  wait  the  slow  and 
unwilling  consent  ©f  Spain,  or  the  uncertain  policy 
of  the  other  powers  of  Europe. 

The  latter  have  refused  to  co-operate  with  us. 
It  does  not  accord  with  their  avowed  principles  to 
countenance  any  resistance  against  tbe  abuse  of 
power,  however  flagrant  and  unjust.  In  all  ages 
Spain  has  been  slow  to  acknowledge  the  indepen- 
dence of  those  countries  which  have  been  driven 
to  rebellion  by  her  oppression.  Ii  is  not  probable 
that  she  will  pursue  a different  policy  wi;h  regard 
to  her  colonies  in  America.  In  this  particular,  and 
in  this  alone,  I differ  from  the  report  now  under 
consideration.  It  proves  incontestibly  the  right 
and  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  measure  re- 
commended by  these  resolutions  It  is  a clear  and 
convincing  argument,  highly  honor;. bie  to  the 
committee,  and,  as  I entertain  great  def  rence  for 
their  opinion,  it  is  with  reluctance  I differ  from 
them  in  this  particular. 

The  committee  think  it  manifest,  from  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  the  Cortes,  “that  Spain  had 
not  only  renounced  the  feelings  of  an  enemy  towards 
the  colonies,  but  had  been  prepared  a year  ago  ic 
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coi.e^nt  to  tbeir  indepet»dence,  but  for  particular 
occurrences  **  They  are  led  to  this  conc-nsion  from 
the  terms  in  which  the  committee  speak  of  “the 
measure  deman^led  by  the  crisis,  as  one  indicative 
of  a new  and  g lorious  revolution;  that  it  was  de 
man-’ed  by  America,  and  by  the  true  interests  of 
the  Peninsula;  that,  from  it  Spain  might  reap  ad 
vantages,  which  otherwise  she  could  never  expect; 
and  that  the  ties  of  kindred  and  the  uniformity  of 
religion,  with  commercial  relations,  and  those  ema- 
nating from  free  institutions,  would  be  the  sures* 
pledge  of  mutual  harmony  and  close  union.” 

I agree  with  the  committee,  “that  no  measure 
short  of  a full  recognition  of  unconditional  inde- 
pendence could  have  deserved  the  character  nor 
peen  capable  of  producing  the  effects  ascribed  to 
it  ” But,  sir,  what  say  the  documents  on  your  ta- 
ble.? “The  American  deputies,  disappointed  in  their 
Expectations,  presented  propositions,  in  substance, 
IWr.  Brent  tells  us,  the  same  as  those  that  at  first 
met  the  approbation  of  ministers,  and  which  would 
have  been  adopted,  but  for  particular  occurrences. 
These  propositions  contain  no  demand  for  an  ac- 
know'ledgement  of  Independence;  but  merely  for 
permission  to  establish  ao  internal  administration, 
dependent  upon  the  mother  country;  freedom  of 
commerce  and  equal  rights  with  European  Span- 
iards. This  was^  in  substance,  the  measure  first 
proposed  by  the  committee  of  Cortes,  and  which 
Was  subsequently  rejected  by  the  king,  “as  a vio- 
lation of  the  Cimstitution;  that  public  opinion  was 
not  prepared  for  it;  that  it  was  against  the  interests 
of  both  Spain  and  America.”  Something  less  fa- 
vorable must  be  intended  by  the  king,  when  he  says 
that  “his  government,  urged  by  the  Cortes  to  pro- 
pose the  measures  they  may  think  most  proper  for 
their  welfare,  or  a consideration  of  the  state  of 
these  countries,  they  will  do  so  immedbtely,  and 
with  the  utmost  generosity.”  No,  sir  The  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  the  Spanish  colonies 
would  be  opposed  by  the  interests  and  by  the  pre- 
judices of  the  Spanish  nation.  IndependenUy  of 
the  revenue  derived  by  the  crown  from  those  coun 
tries — a revenue  of  more  than  8 millloRs  of  dollars, 
the  patronage  they  afforded  was  immense.  Places 
in  Spanish  America  were  the  reward  of  services, 
and  the  means  of  corruption.,  The  aristocracy,  who 
profilted  by  those  places,  and  who  regarded  them 
as  the  means  of  maintaining  tbeir  splendid  estab- 
lishments in  Europe,  will  abandon,  with  reluctance, 
the  prospect  of  wealth  America  presented.  The 

cle.'-gy  will  exert  their  influence  to  prevent  it. 

America  was  to  them  a source  of  ambition  and  of 
profit.  The  possession  of  Antierica  extended  their 
spiritual  dominion,  and  augmented  their  temporal 
wealth.  The  merchants,  who,  by  a code  of  laws, 
framed  in  the  spirit  of  restriction  and  oppression, 
monopolized  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  wdll  oppose 
their  recognition;  and  the  people  generally  will 
not  consent  to  relinquish,  without  a desperate  strug- 
gle, the  dominion  over  the  colonies,  connected,  as 
it  is,  with  their  most  pleasing  recollections  of  na- 
tional honor  and  glory. 

It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  they  are  really  indepen- 
dent. The  Spaniards  will  not  abandon  all  hope 
of  recovering  possession  of  them  jtntil  they  are 
recognized  by  the  powers  of  Europe.  It  is  well 
known  that  there  are  many  of  the  former  ihliabit- 
ants  of  St.  Domingo,  now  in  France,  who  still  che- 
rish the  hope  of  being  restored  to  their  estates  in 
that  island. 

These  motives  will  operate  powerfully  upon  the 
Spanish  nation,  and,  i-  is  to  be  feared,  will  not  only 
prevent  their  recognition  of  the  independence  of 


these  countries,  but  bad  tliem  to  view  this  mea- 
sure, on  our  part,  as  an  nnfiirndlv,  perhaps,  as  a 
hostile  act.  They  certainly  have  no  right  to  do 
«o  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations. — 
But  tlie  resentment  (^f  wounded  pride  is  not  always 
restrained  by  considerations  of  national  law, 

B»it,  sir,  .this  risk,  even  if  it  were  less  remo’e, 
ought  not  to  deter  us  from  adopting  the  resolu- 
tions on  your  table.  It  is  a measure  called  for 
both  by  justice  and  policy.  The  conduct  of  the 
governmei'it,  in  relation  to  this  contest,  has  given 
the  best  evidence  of  our  respect  for  the  rights  of 
Spain.  So  long  as  that  nation  made  an  effort  to 
recover  her  dominion  oyer  her  colonies,  the  United 
States  abstained  from  recognizing  their  indepen- 
dence. Bttl  now,  when  all  opposition  has  ceased 
on  the  part  of  Spain;  now  ihat  those  countries  are 
free  from  the  initsiine  commotions  which  divided 
them  into  factions,  and  rendered  it  difficult  to  dis- 
tinguish which  was  the  legitimate  government,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  withhold  it, 

I hope,  therefore,  that  the  committee  will  adopt 
the  resolutions  now  under  consideration.  It  is  due 
to  the  rights  of  the  free  and  independent  govern- 
ments that  expect  it  at  our  hands,  and  due  to  our 
own  character  and  station. 

vcew'aa 

MR.  McDUFFIE’s  SPEECH, 

IW  TUB  HOUSE  or  nEPHESKTSTATIVES — APRIL  16, 

On  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  **Act  to  reduce  and  ji-x 
the  Military  Peace  Establishment. 

Mr.  McDuffie  said,  the  gentleman  from  N York, 
(Mr  Woodcock,)  had  presented  to  the  committee 
a project,  by  which  he  promised  to  realize  extra- 
ordinary results.  But  he  thought  the  gentleman 
would  experience  the  fate  of  all  projectors;  and 
that  his  calculations,  by  which  he  had  deceived 
himself,  and  unintentionally  misled  the  committee, 
would  be  found,  upon  examination,  to  be  altogether 
fallacious.  He  said,  that  he,  too,  had  consulted 
documents,  and  made  calculations;  and,  though  he 
admitted  that  his  were  partly  conjectural,  as  all 
calculations  must  be  on  this  subject,  yet  he  would 
venture  to  say  that  they  approached  as  near  the 
reality  as  those  of  that  gentleman.  The  gen'le- 
man  proposes,  said  he,  to  effect  an  annual  saving  of 
four  hundred  and  fort}  or  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
by  consolidating  the  regiments  of  artillery  and  in- 
fantry. This  consolidation  would  have  the  effect 
of  destroying  the  existing  proportion  between  the 
officers  and  men,  and  of  disbanding  considerably 
less  than  one  half  of  the  commissioned  officers.— 
Now,  said  he,  the  whole  annual  expenditure  for 
the  pay  and  rations  of  all  the  commissioned  offic- 
ers in  the  artillery  and  infantry,  amounts  only  to 
but  little  more  than  three  hundred  and  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars.  If  to  this  we  add  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars  for  contingent  allowances, 
it  will  amount  lo  something  less  than  the  gentle- 
man proposes  to  save  by  a partial  reduction!  By 
what  principles  of  calculation,  a part  could  be 
made  to  cost  more  than  the  whole,  it  was  for 
the  . gentleman  to  explain.  But,  Mr.  McD.  said,  he 
had  minutely  calculated  the  pay  and  rations  of  all 
the  commissioned  officers  proposed  to  be  disband- 
ed, and  they  amounted  to  less  than  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars;  and  if  even  fifty  per  cent  were 
added  for  contingencies,  the  gentleman’s  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  dwindle  into 
one  hundred  and  fifiy.  But,  said  he,  it  is  a very 
mistaken  supposition,  that  even  this  sum  will  be 
saved  by  the  proposed  consolidation.  The  gentle- 
man has  entirely  overlooked  the  fact,  that  all  th^ 
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subordinate  officers  of  the  administrative  branch 
es  of  the  staffi,  are  filled  by  details  from  the  snn.'il 
terns  of  tl;e  line.  \Vlia’  g-enMemen  i-r  properlv  de 
non.inale  the  supermimer  l ies  of  the  .army,  are  no’, 
therefore,  unemployed.  'M.ey  a-e  erbej'-ntly  anil 
profitably  ett-ptoyed  in  rsTformini^  those  funct'ons. 
by  which  tlie  expenditures  of  the  army  have  beeu 
so  extensively  econoTrized  since  the  present  orphan 
ixalion  has  been  fairly  in  oneration.  He  would  not 
pretenrl  to  sneak  with  absolute  precision,  but  he 
sliould  hazard  nothinp;-  in  asserting,  that  at  least 
one  half  of  the  subalterns  of  the  line,  which  the 
gentleman’s  amendmen’  would  throw  out  of  service 
were  engaged  in  the  performance  of  staffi  duties— • 
duties  equally  indisoensable  to  the  efficiency  and 
economy  of  a military  peace  establis  ment;  and 
for  which  officers  must  be  providefl,  to  whatever 
point  of  depression  we  may  carry  the  generd  re- 
duction of  the  army.  What  th  n,  s dd  he,  will  be 
the  consequence  of  disbanding  the  officers  detailed 
from  the  line  to  perform  these  du'ies.?  A saving 
of  expenditure?  No,  sir,  but  a change  of  the  offi- 
cers who  are  to  be  the  objects  of  it.  And  tlie  only 
difference  would  be,  that  we  should  have  those 
duties  badly  performed,  at  the  same  expense,  by 
officers  who  have  no  rank  in  the  line,  divested  of 
all  rniliiary  pride  and  military  experience.  To  this 
extent,  therefore,  he  said  he  might  safely  say  that 
the  scheme  of  consolidation  would  produce  posi- 
tive and  uncompensated  evil;  change  without  im- 
pr.'  vement,  and  derangement  without  economy. — 
Bu’,  said  he,  there  is  still  another  source  of  delu- 
sion in  the  gentleman’s  calculation  His  professed 
object  was  to  bring  back  the  r dative  proportion 
between  the  officers  and  men,  to  the  standard  of 
the  peace  establishment  of  1802.  But,  if  he  will 
extend  his  calculations  a little  further,  he  viill  find 
that  his  amendment  will  reduce  the  relative  num- 
ber of  officers  much  lower  than  it  was  even  in  .Mr. 
Jefferson’s  peace  est.abllshment.  In  that  establish- 
ment there  were  sixty-four  men  to  a company  of 
infantry,  and  fif  y-six  to  a company  of  artillery, 
making  an  average  of  sixty  men  to  a company. — 
Now,  if  we  divide  the  wliole  number  of  the  present 
peace  establishment,  by  the  number  of  companies 
proposed  to  be  retained,  we  shall  find  that  each 
company  will  contain  ninety  men;  fifty  per  cent 
mor^  than  the^nuraber  that  constituted  a company 
in  Mr.  Jefferson’s  peace  establishment.  If,  then, 
we  do  not  carry  the  consolidation  principle  farther 
than  it  has  been  carried  in  any  former  administra- 
tion, it  will  be  found  that  this  magnificent  scheme 
of  saving  will  almost  entirely  vanish.  In  fact,  said 
Mr.  McD.  the  gentleman  has  alarmed  himself,  and 
perhap.s  the  committee,  by  exhibiting  the  fearful 
aggregate  of  more  than  fourteen  hundred  officers; 
not  reflecting  that  two  thirds  of  this  number  were 
officers  of  the  ordnance  and  engineer  corps  and 
noncommissioned  officers.  No  man  would  propose 
to  abolish  any  part  of  either  of  those  corps,  for,  if 
we  had  not  ten  privates  in  the  army,  it  would  be 
on  all  hands  admitted  that  they  must  be  retained. 
The  whole  number  of  commissioned  officers  in  the 
artillery  and  infantry,  upon  which  alone  the  amend- 
ment can  operate,  is  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

But,  sir,  said  he,  I have  now  done  w’ith  the  cal- 
culations cf  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and 
must  solicit  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  top- 
ics of  infinitely  greater  importance.  The  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cannon,)  seems  to  be 
quite  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  having  any  military 
knowledge  in  the  country  in  time  of  peace,  and 
exhorts  us  to  place  our  entire  reliance  on  the  mili 
*ia  in  the  event  of  a war.  I'hese  fatal  and  delusive 


doctrines,  he  said,  which  were  but  too  extensively 
revalent,  demanded  the  most  seriou.s  refutation. 

\ great  question  is  now  presented  to  us,  and  we 
‘ihoiild  approach  it  with  a gravity  proportioned  to 
Its  magnitude.  We  are  called  upon  to  dftermine 
hat  shall  be  the  policy,  the  permanent  and  settled 
oolicy  of  this  government  in  time  of  peace,  in  re- 
ference to  those  great  national  exigencies  which 
mu^t  inevitably  grow  out  of  our  relations  with 
the  other  powers  of  the  world.  The  theory  of  our 
government  is  almost  completely  adjusted;  and 
'he  embarrassing  difficulties  which  have  been  ex- 
perienced in  the'practical  operation  of  our  system, 
iiave  almost  entirely  passed  away.  But  that  re- 
mains to  be  determined,  which  is  not  less  import- 
ant, whether,  by  a liberal  and  enlightened  pohey, 
we  shall  sus'ain  the  high  rank  in  the  great  society 
of  nations,  for  which  Providence  seems  to  have 
formed  us;  or,  by  disregarding  the  dictates  of  wis- 
dom, and  the  impressive  admonitions  of  our  own 
experience,  sink  into  feebleness  and  contempt,  put- 
tirg  to  hazard  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  and  all  that  is 
inter*  sting  to  the  friends  of  human  freedom 
throughout  the  world.  There  is  not,  said  he,  on 
earth,  a nation  occupying  so  important  and  respon- 
sible a station  as  the  United  Slates.  The  only 
established  republic  in  existence,  she  is  charged 
wiih  the  maintenance  of  those  great  principles, 
which  are  destined,  as  1 firmly  believe,  to  over- 
throw every  despotism  in  the  civilized  world. — 
Sir,  they  do  not  know  the  people  of  this  country, 
who  suppose  them  to  be  actuated  by  a spirit  of 
narrow  parsimony,  and  that  they  will  not  cheerfully 
bear  all  the  burdens  necessary  to  sustain  the  charac- 
ter of  the  nation,  and  vindicate  her  rights.  It  is  a 
slander  up  »n  them  to  suppose  that  they  will  not  pay 
t e price  of  their  liberty,  by  making  the  sacrifices 
necessary  to  defend  it  You  could  not  offer  a great-r 
er  insult  to  an  American,  to  ask  him  whether,  when 
the  rights  and  the  honor  of  his  country  are  assail- 
ed, he  would  count  the  cost  of  defending  them. — 

I beseech  gentlemen  to  consider  the  character  of 
the  people  they  are  aboui  to  disarm.  No  people  on 
earth  are  more  high  minded  or  more  prompt  to  re- 
sent an  insult  or  an  injury.  They  possess,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  that  lofty  sense  of  national  honor, 
without  wliich  no  nation  can  be  either  respectable 
or  happy.  And  it  is  far  this  people,  rising  rapidly 
to  greatness,  and  having  in  tlieir  political  institu- 
tions, as  well  as  in  their  commercial  relations,  ne- 
ver ending  sources  of  jealousy  and  collision,  with 
the  great  po^vers  of  the  civilized  world,  that  we 
are  called  upon  to  adopt  a policy  which  nothing 
could  justify  but  the  prospect  of  an  eternal  peace. 
By  a strange  infatuation,  we  seem  to  be  as  prompt 
to  adopt  measures  that  may  produce  war,  as  we  are 
reluctant  to  prepare  for  it.  What  a scene  did  we 
exhibit  but  the  other  day,  when  the  question  of 
recognizing  the  independence  of  Spanish  provinces 
Was  presented  to  us?  How  did  we  then  reason? — 
Were  there  any  cold  calculations  of  probable  dan- 
ger? We  saw  nothing  but  a brave  and  oppressed 
people,  who  had  been  for  years  struggling  with 
difficulties,  which  they  had  at  length  almost  sur- 
mounted. We  were  asked  if  we  would  receive 
them  with  a fraternal  embrace  and  n.troducc  them 
into  the  society  of  nations?  The  heart  of  every 
American  responded  in  the  affirmative,  i'hen,  in- 
deed, we  were  all  Americans.  With  a noble  dis- 
interestedness we  unanimously  adopted  a measure, 
to  which  we  were  stimulated  by  no  prospect  of 
gain,  and  which  may  seriously  jeopardize  the  peace 
of  the  country.  I will  not  say  that  i believe  a will 
produce  a war  with  Spain.  T incline  to  believe,  on 
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the  contrary,  that  it  will  not.  But  it  wouVi  b' 
blindness  to  say  there  is  no  danger.  For,  though 
Spain  is  feeble  artd  distracted,  and  cculd  promise 
herself  nothing- from  a war  with  this  country,  yet, 
with  the  encouragement  and  secret  aid  of  o’ her 
powers,  she  might  carry  on  a desolating  war  up-^n 
our  commerce.  And  there  is  one  power  inEun-p" 
that  will  be  prompted,  both  bv  political  feeling  and 
commercial  interest,  to  foment  a war  between  this 
country  and  Spain.  It  cannot  be  disguised,  how- 
ever we  may  lament  it,  that  America  and  Great 
Britain  are  destined  to  entertain  towards  each 
other  feelings  of  rivalry,  approaching  almost  to 
hostility  and  hatred. 

Every  historical  recollection  and  every  anticipa- 
tion of  our  future  greatness,  all  that  is  past  and  all 
that  is  to  come,  warns  us  that  these  two  nations, 
the  dissevered  members  of  the  same  empire,  are 
destined  to  be  the  Rome  and  Carthage  of  modem 
times.  From  sources  the  most  authentic,  from  ev- 
ery respectable  writer  and  respectable  witness,  we 
are  assured  that  there  is  but  one  thing  in  which  all 
classes  and  all  political  parties  in  Great  Britain 
concur;  and  that  is,  a deep  and  settled  feelirtg  of 
hostility  to  the  Americans.  1'he  very  name  is  ex 
ecra'ted.  And  what  is  the  fact  in  relation  to  our- 
selves.? What  is  the  first  lesson  which  the  father  in- 
stils into  the  infant  mind  of  his  son.?  It  is,  that  when 
he  grows  up  to  be  a man,  he  mus*  figh»  the  British. 
I do  not  mention  this  with  the  view  of  being  respon- 
sible for  iis  philosophical  correctness,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  what  the  fact  ready  ls,in  relation 
to  the  mutual  feelings  of  the  two  counu-ies  A d 
will  any  man  ftalter  himself  ihat  those  feelings,  un- 
like all  the  other  strong  sentiments  of  the  human 
heart,  will  remain  forever  inactive.?  But  upon  mere 
commercial  principles,  Great  Britain  has  much  to 
gain  from  a war  between  the  U.  States  and  Spain. 
Such  a war  would  throw  the  whole  of  the  carrying 
trade,  and  most  of  the  direct  trade  now  enjoyed  by 
us,  into  the  hands  of  G.  Britain.  For,  however  con- 
temptible we  may  consider  the  naval  power  of 
Spain,  her  privateers  and  ships  of  war  could  so  an 
noy  our  commerce,  that  the  enhanced  price  of  in- 
surance would  drive  our  shipping  from  the  ocean, 
and  leave  Great  Britain  in  the  undisturbed  enjoy- 
ment of  a monopoly.  Sir,  said  he,  it  is  under  these 
circunastances  that  we  have  recognized  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Spanish  American  provinces;  a 
measure  in  every  respect  just  and  magnanimous, 
but  certainly  not  characterized  by  a cold  and  cal- 
culating prudence.  And  yet  this  is  the  moment 
gentlemen  have  selected,  with  what  consistency  it 
is  not  for  me  to  determine,  for  destroying  entirely 
the  utility  of  the  army,  considered  as  a preparation 
for  war.  For  1 shall  hereafter  show,  that  the  pre- 
s^ent  organization  of  the  army  is  of  the  very  essence 
of  a peace  establishment;  viewed  in  reference  to 
war,  the  only  object  which  can  justify  its  mainte- 
nance. But  we  are  told  that  the  militia  are  capa- 
ble of  defending  us,  and  that  this  nation  ought  to 
be  taught  to  rely  wholly  upon  that  species  of 
force.  Sir,  I do  declare,  upon  my  conscience  and 
before  God,  that  there  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  amidst 
all  the  heresies  incident  to  this  young  nation,  a 
more  fatal  delusion  than  this.  We  may  trace  its 
origin  partly  to  an  injudicious  and  undiscriminat- 
ing  application  of  general  maxims  against  stand 
ing  armies  in  time  of  peace,  and  partly  to  our  clas- 
sical recollections.  Greece  and  Home,  the  nations 
of  antiquity  with  whose  history  v/e  are  most  fami- 
liar, and  whose  atchievements  we  most  admire, 
were  nations  of  soldiers.  War  was  their  trade; 
rapine  and  plunder  the  sources  of  their  public  and 


private  revenue.  The  whole  n-ass  of  their  p'^>pnla- 
tion  was  ’.rained,  by  perpetual  wars,  'o  ihe  use  of 
arms.  In  a v urd,the  whole  nation  was  a st.anding 
army; and  suc^h  was  ihe  rude  simphrityof  ’he  art  of 
war,  th-t  not  onlv  w.  s every  ci’izen  a s^.ldier,  but. 
almost  every  soldier  was  canable  of  commanding. 
Hence  the  provision  in  ihe  Roman  laws  that  pro- 
hibite^t  the  consul  from  oommanding'the  a rriles  of 
the  republic  two  years  in  sure  ssio  *,  was  predoc- 
iive  of  no  great  inoonvenienre,  though  in  the  or- 
ganization of  modern  armies,  such  a regulation 
would  be  utterly  absurd  and  ruinous.  And  hence, 
also,  the  absence  of  standiiig  armies,  distinct  from 
the  great  body  of  the  community.  T’le  defence  of 
ihe  republic  was  lef’^,  not  to  untrained  n^i’itia,  hut 
o ciilzen  soldiers,  drawn  out  by  conscription  or  vo- 
luntarily rushing  to  their  faverite  pursuit.  Rut 
the  habits,  the  pursuits,  the  propensities,  and  the 
entire  structure  of  modern  society  <re  precisely 
tlie  reverse  of  all  this.  O'lr  occupations  are  es- 
sentially peaceful.  Each  it. dividual  is  dedicated 
to  the  pursuit  of  his  own  private  interests  and  in 
this  way,  most  effectually  contributes  to  the  grand 
aggregate  of  national  wealth,  power  and  happi- 
ness, This  is  eminently  the  case  in  the  United 
S ates;  and  the  very  essence  of  the  freedom  of 
which  we  are  so  justly  boastful,  is  the  security  and 
the  safety  with  which  the  citizen  pursues  his  occu- 
pation. No'v,  if  we  abandon  the  idea  of  defen<ling 
the  country  by  a standi  ng  army,  we  must  he  inevit- 
ably driven  into  the  conscription  .syste  n — a svst'*m 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  slate  of  our  socie’V — 
a system  at  once  intole' ably  oppressive  to  t'  e peo- 
ple, and  absolutely  in  ufficient  for  the  grea*  pur- 
poses of  national  defence.  I understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ter.nessee (Mr.  Cnort  in)  to  admit, dis- 
ti.nc.ly,  the  consequence  which  I h ^vc  s'ated  as  re- 
sulting from  his  position,  and  to  maintain  tl>e  poli- 
cy of  the  conscription  system.  I think  a slight  ex- 
amination will  dispel  this  delusion.  One  would 
suppose  that  no  man  would  deny  the  general  pro- 
position, that,  whether  he  country  shall  be  defend- 
ed by  con.;cripis  or  regulars,  they  must  be  trained 
and  placed  under  the  command  of  skilful  officers. 
To  deny  this,  would  be  to  se  at  d fiance  every 
dictate  of  reason  and  every  lesson  of  experience. 
War,  in  its  present  state,  is  the  most  complex  and 
difficult  of  all  arts.  There  is  none  so  extensive  in 
its  elements  and  so  infinite  in  its  combinations,  re- 
quiring so  perfect  a union  of  theory  and  practice. 
There  is  scarcely  any  limit  to  the  increase  of  physi- 
cal power  which  an  army  may  derive  from  training. 
Tnere  was,  perhaps,  never  an  army  on  earth,  l ot 
excepting  those  of  Frederic  the  Great  or  of  Napo- 
leon, that  might  no  have  been  visibly  improved  by 
longer  training  and  more  experience  Then,  how 
perfectly  idle  is  it  for  us  to  imagine  we  can,  with 
untrained  militia,  led  by  inexperienced  and  unskil- 
ful officers,  encounter  with  success  the  disciplined 
troops  of  other  nations.?  This  would  be  denying 
the  efficacy  of  experience  and  practice,  in  an  art 
whose  whole  power  depends  upon  them.  While 
then  other  na:ious  keep  up  a certain  state  of  mili- 
tary skill  and  discipline,  it  would  be  madness  in  us 
to  neglect  it.  Then  what  is  the  consequence?  Ac- 
cording to  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, we  must  train,  in  lime  of  peace,  our  entire 
population.  This  rejjult  cannot  be  avoided.  Ani 
thus,  instead  of  a standing  army  of  six  thousand, 
we  should  substantially  maintain  one  of  nearly  aa 
many  millions. 

Sir,  such  a scheme,  besides  that  it  would  be  har- 
rassing  beyond  endurance,  either  in  peace  or  in  war, 
is  utterly  visionary  and  impracticable.  You  cannot 
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train  u nation  of  freemen,  of  the  er’uration  and 
habits  of  tlie  ArnericaiH,  to  the  exact  and  s1avis‘ 
discinline  of  soldier'^  in  lime  of  peace;  and  if  yo<> 
could,  it  vroiiU!  be  the  most  expensive  and  ruinous 
preparation  for  war  that  could  devised.  Disre 
yarding  the  great  principle  of  the  division  of  1 .bof , 
it  wouli  disturb  all  the  relations  and  pursuits  .d 
society,  and  render  peace  but  little  preferable  to 
war.  So  that  we  are  driven  back  to  the  question 
Whether  we  shall  maintain  a n ili'ary  peace  e.‘^tab 
lishment,  organized  for  war,  and  susceptible  of  tin- 
utmost  expansion  in  that  event,  or  rely  upon  tl"  e 
militia,  without  training  and  without  compeient 
officers,  for  the  first  two  or  three  years  of  every 
war.?  We  have  heard  much  of  the  bravery  of  the 
militia,  and  no  man  will  go  farther  than  1 will  in  do- 
ing justice  to  their  gallantry  and  devotion.  I re- 
joice in  the  exal'ed  character  of  my  countrymen, 
and  indulge  the  proud  belief  that  there  is  not  on 
earth  so  brave  and  so  generous  a population.  But 
they  will  not  thank  gentlemen,  1 am  sure,  for  that 
sort  of  kindness  which  praises  and  then  sacrifices 
them.  When  the  country  shall  be  involved  in  dif. 
ficiilty  and  embarrassment;  when  our  soil  shall  be 
contaminated  by  the  foot  of  an  invader,  who  can 
doubt  that  every  American  would  nobly  and  fear- 
lessly encounter  every  danger,  and  sustain  every 
burden,  demanded  by  the  stxfety  and  honor  of  the 
republic?  But  what  is  the  just  inference?  Because 
thfy  are  brave,  shall  we  send  them  to  be  sl  uigh 
lered  in  an  unequal  conflict  with  the  trained  le- 
gions of  European  despots?  Becaii.se  they  are  de- 
voted, shall  we  offer  up  their  bloo  1 in  disastrous 
and  unprofitable  battles,  wher'"  all  their  heroism 

c. snnot  save  the  arms  of  the  republic  from  discom- 
fiture and  disgrace?  Sir,  it  is  a cruel  policy  thus 
to  tax  the  noble  virtues  of  this  people — to  gradu- 
ate the  sufferings  and  the  sacrifices  to  which  you 
fxpose  them,  by  tbeir  di.spo'ition  to  sustain  them. 
And  after  all  they  shall  suffer,  they  will  not  even 
have  t.he  consolation  to  reflect  that  their  sufferings 
have  saved  their  country  from  desolation.  You 
may  find  victims  in  abundance  ready  fir  the  altar; 
you  may  build  a wall  of  the  dead  bodies  of  our 
slaughtered  countrymen,  but  you  cannot,  by  that 
means,  secure  and  defend  the  country.  What,  sir, 
was  our  experience  in  the  late  wai  ? The  bio  >d  is 
nardly  cold  that  was  so  vvastefully  shed  in  that 
contest,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  disregard  its 
solemn  admonitions.  Even  here,  in  the  seat  of  le- 
gislation, W'e  are  surrounded  with  inonuments,  at 
once  of  the  Gothic  ferocity  of  our  enemy  and  of 
our  own  disaster  and  disgrace;  and  before  the 
marks  of  the  spoiler  are  effaced,  we  seem  to  have 
los‘  all  recollection  of  what  we  have  suffered.  After 
the  experience  of  the  late  war,  there  was  but  one 
opinion  among  the  statesmen  who  had  been  most 
active  in  its  pro.secution.  They  were  convinced 
tuat  the  honor  and  safety  of  the  country  demanded 
that  we  should  assume  a respectable  attitude  of 
defence.  The  nation  demanded  it.  And,  sir,  if 
the  present  administration,  regardless  of  the  les- 
sons of  our  past  experience,  had  not  pursued  their 
present  policy,  but  left  the  country  unarmed  and 

d. efeuceless,  how  heavy  and  awful  would  have  been 
their  responsibility  in  the  event  of  another  war* — 
The  blood  of  the  brave,  the  tears  of  the  widow, 
and  the  cries  of  the  orphan,  would  have  risen  in 
judgment  against  them.  I do  most  solemnly^ro- 
test  against  this  cold-hearted  economy,  which,  to 
save  a dollar,  would  sacrifice  the  life  of  a freeman. 
I protest  against  this  vaccillating  policy,  vibrating 
from  one  extrema  to  another,  and  which,  to  avoid 
those  burdens  we  can  easily  bear  in  peace,  causes 


millions  of  money  and  currents  of  blood  to  be 
squandered  in  vain  in  time  of  w’ar  This  is  the  fa- 
lal  weakness  ag'^inst  which  every  nation  ought  to 
guard.  We  are  too  apt  to  imagine  that  what  now 
is,  will  alw’.ays  continue,  and  to  neglect,  conse- 
quently, all  preparation  for  the  storm  ’till  its  deso- 
lation has  commenced.  'I'his  is  the  weakness  of 
children.  But  even  th.  y will  not  put  their  hands 
a second  li.-n^  into  the  fire,  and  I trust  we  shall  not 
.act  less  wisely  1 will  venture  to  assert  that  no 
oati.on  ever  suffered  as  much  as  did  the  United 
Stares  in  the  Iste  war,  if  we  take  into  considera- 
Mon  the  duration  of  the  w>  r,  tlie  geographical  po- 
sition of  the  country,  and  its  latent  captcities  for 
such  a conflict.  And  how  unjust  i.s  that  policy 
wliich  throw.s  the  whole  weight  of  suffering  upon 
that  disastrous  period  which  is  lea.st  c-tpable  of 
sustaining  it.  In  war  we  tax  the  people  though 
their  commerce  is  destroyed,  and  the  productions 
of  their  industry  perish  on  their  hands  And  yet 
in  peace  we  are  to  make  no  preparation  to  mitigate 
the  siiock- 

But  preparation  is  not  only^  necessary  to  enable 
us  to  prosecute  a war  with  success,  but  it  is  the 
most  effectual  mea'is  of  preserving  peace.  We 
invite  aggression  by  being  unprepared  to  repel  it. 
No  tru'h  is  more  fully  established  than  this,  by  our 
own  experience,  Athiat  w.hs  the  condition  of  this 
na*ion  before  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain? — 
From  about  the  year  1806  or  ’f,  no  high  minded 
nation  ever  sufiered  so  deeply  and  patiently.  It 
was  unmixeJ  and  unmitigated  suffering  — the  pri* 
vitio  'S  o»'  war,  without  its  consolations.  Why 
was  it  itiflicted,  and  why  did  we  endure  it?  Because, 
sir,  we  were  not  prepared  to  redress  our  wrongs. 
Our  enemy  knew  this  He  was  as  well  apprized  of 
our  situation  as  we  were  ourselves.  Ai  d bow  did 
he  reason?  Why,  said  he,  “I  will  cut  off  this  branch 
of  tfieir  trude  and  see  how  they  will  bear  it.”  And 
we,  m ikiiig  a cold  c.dculatio  i of  profit  and  toss, 
said,  “Ttiis  is  not  worth  defending  by  war.”  Find- 
ing us  tame  and  submissive,  he  lopped  off  another 
bra.ich  of  our  trade,  and  we  still  submitted,  be- 
cause a w'.cr  would  cost  more  than  we  could  gain 
by  it.  And  thus  one  aggt  essi<m  prepared  the  way 
for  anoiher,  until  we  reached  the  lowest  point  of 
national  degradation.  At  length  the  wounded  spi- 
rit of  an  indignant  people  called  for  war.  And 
what  were  we  then  told  upon  this  floor?  That, 
though  our  commerce  was  swept  from  the  ocean, 
and  thousands  of  our  citizens  were  held  in  dis- 
graceful bondage,  we  ought  to  submit  patiently, 
and  trust  to  the  magnai.imity  of  our  enemy,  be- 
cause we  were  unprepared  to  defend  our  rights  and 
avenge  our  wrongs.  If  we  had  commenced  a for- 
mal preparation  for  war,  I doubt  not  the  enemy 
would  have  retracted.  And  if  we  should  hereafter 
pursue  this  wretched  policy  of  preparing  for  war, 
after  we  have  received  the  injury  which  justifies  it, 
we  shall  be  the  sport  of  every  nation  that  can  gain 
by  destroying  our  commerce.  For  they  will  con- 
tinue their  aggressions  until  we  are  prepared  to 
obtain  redress,  and  then  will  abstain  until  we  have 
again  disarmed  ourselve.8.  That  Great  Britain  did 
not  pursue  this  course,  I ascribe  to  her  firm  belief 
to  the  very  Iasi,  that  we  would  not  go  to  war  un- 
prepared. But,  unprepared  as  we  were,  we  rush- 
ed fearlessly  into  the  conflict.  The  nation  resolv- 
ed nobly  to  hazard  every  thing  to  redeem  its  cha- 
racter. And  what  confirms  my  views  of  British 
policy,  the  edicts  by  which  our  commerce  was  an- 
nihilated, and  which  were  the  prominent  causes  of 
the  war,  were  soon  repealed  after  it  commenced. 
But,  haring  commenced  the  war,  we  determined 
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to  persevere  until  our  rights  were  secured.  By 
the  favor  of  Providence  we  succeeded;  but  when  I 
look  back  upon  the  sufferings  we  endured,  and 
the  perils  we  escaped,  1 pray  to  God  that  I may  ne- 
ver see  tny  country  again  Involved  in  a crisis  so 
awful 

But  we  are  told  of  the  dangers  of  a standing  ar- 
my in  time  of  peace.  Sir,  if  a standing  army  is  at 
all  dangerous,  it  is  not  in  peace,  but  in  war,  that 
ou  fea»’s  should  be  exciteA  And  the  more  un- 
prepared the  nation  is  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
the  less  military  knowledge  the  re  is  diffused  thro’ 
the  country,  the  greater  will  be  the  danger.  Whet» 
a country  is  we.  kened  by  disasters,  and  humbled 
by  disgrace;  when  all  the  ordinary  means  of  safety 
have  failed,  then  is  she  driven  by  dej^peration  to 
confide  the  utmost  pov/er,  and  offer  the  most  un- 
bounded homage  to  sonie  great  military  chieftain 
who  shall  rise  up  to  redeem  her  from  approaching 
ruin.  Then,  sir,  even  gratitude  is  dangerous, — 
What  was  the  fact  in  the  late  war?  The  military 
engrossed  all  the  adrriiration,  the  rewards,  and  the 
honors  of  society.  No  one  was  heard  of  but  the 
hrave  and  heroic  defenders  of  the  country.  But  how 
are  they  now  treated?  With  cold  neglect  and  cru 
el  contempt,  as  mere  outcasts  from  society.  Yes, 
those  to  whom  in  tlie  hour  of  danger  we  almost 
bent  the  knee  of  homage,  scarcely  receive  naked 
justice  at  our  hands.  If  this  is  wise,  it  is  certainly 
not  consistent.  But  it  shows  clearly  that  our  army 
Is  not  dangerous  in  peace.  The  only  objection  to 
an  army  in  peace,  is  the  expense  of  maintaining  it; 
and  I shall  now  proceed  to  show  tliat,  whether  we 
regard  economy  or  the  efficiency  of  a peace  estab- 
lishment, the  present  organiEaiion  ought  to  be  pre 
served.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  question 
is,  what  organization  will,  at,  a given  expense,  give 
us  the  greatest  capacity  for  war?  It  must  be  ad- 
mitted by  every  one,  that  the  success  of  modern 
wars  principally  depends  upon  the  skill  of  ihe  com- 
manders. And  it  is  equally  clear  that,  to  form  of- 
ficers, much  time  is  required,  in  comparison  with 
what  will  be  sufficient  to  train  common  soldiers. — 
We  have  been  told  that,  in  the  late  war,  the  officers 
of  the  former  peace  establishment  obtained  no  dis 
tinciion. 

Gentlemen  are  mistaken  in  point  of  fact.  Have 
they  forgotten  the  names  of  Scott,  who  was  among 
the  first  to  carry  the  terror  of  our  arms  into  the 
frontier  of  the  enemy?  Of  Gaines,  whom  we  shall 
long  remember  as  the  hero  of  Fort  Erie?  and  of 
thirty  others  who  signalized  their  skill  during  ev 
ery  period  of  the  war?  But  even  if  the  fact  were  as 
gentlemen  suppose,  1 would  not  admit  their  infer- 
ence. No  historical  events  could  convince  me  that^ 
as  a general  rule,  officers  can  be  created  without 
much  study  and  long  experience.  To  be  sure,  as 
gentlemen  say,  we  have  materials  enough  to  make 
officers,  if  this  could  be  done  by  the  mere  imposi- 
tion of  hands,  or  the  investiture  of  a red  coat.  I 
know  we  have  had  many  such  officers;  but  we  have 
found,  from  experience,  that  a red  coat  does  not 
always  give  assurance  that  there  is  an  officer  and  a 
soldier  under  it.  Gentlemen  really  talk  as  if  we 
bad  only  to  stamp  on  the  earth,  and  not  only  arm- 
ed men,  but  trained  armies,  would  rise  up  to  defend 
us.  The  hero  of  New  Orleans  has  been  lield  up 
as  a prop  to  a falling  argument.  But  Jackson  is  a 
man  of  extraordinary  genius,  and  nothing  can  be 
more  unwise  and  unphilosophicai,  thai>  to  draw 
general  conclusions  from  a military  prodigy.  Tak- 
ing it  for  granted  then,  that  skilful  and  experipnc 
ed  officers  are  indispensable,  and  that  it  is  the  work 
of  years  to  make  them;  it  will  follow  that  the  ex' 


tent  of  your  capacity  for  war  depends  upon  the- 
number  of  competent  officers.  Hence  the  import- 
ance of  rrainlaining  in  peace  the  skeleton  system, 
by  which  the  military  esti  bllshment  can  be  prompt- 
ly increased  to  double  its  present  number  without 
appointing  a single  new  officer,  or  changing  in  any 
respect  the  organization  of  the  army.  It  will  only 
be  necessary  to  place  a new  recruit  by  the  side  of 
each  regular  soldier,  and  by  this  simple  operation 
the  work  is  completed.  And  it  is  :<dmitted  that 
in  three  months  r.aw  soldiers,  thus  thrown  in,  can 
be  adequately  trained.  Thus  our  present  estab- 
lishment give  a capacity  for  war,  equal  to  what  we 
should  derive  from  12,000  men  upon  a war  estab- 
lishment. Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that  the 
present  organization  is  the  most  economical,  as  it 
gives  us  a given  military  preparation  for  li’tle  more 
than  half  the  sum  it  womd  cost,  if  the  regiments 
and  companies  were  kept  full,  as  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York.  While  on  the  subject 
of  econom\,  I will  advert  to  a single  fact,  to  shew 
the  effect  of  false  eco;  omy.  I believe  it  can  be 
sfiown  that  fif'y  millions  of  dollars  were  wastefully 
expended  in  the  last  war,  for  the  want  of  such  an 
organization  as  we  now  have.  If  this  sum  were 
converted  inio  a permanent  fu  'd,  the  interest  of  it 
would  maintain,  forever,  a much  larger  peace  eslab- 
li.sliment  than  the  present  ! Yes,  sir,  the  fact  can- 
not be  too  deeply  impressed,  that  in  a little  more 
t‘.an  two  years  of  war,  the  mistaken  system  into 
which  gentlemen  would  now  carry  us,  besides  the 
cost  of  blood,  subjected  the  nation  to  the  actual 
loss  of  a sum  which  would  support  an  army  of  ten 
thousand  men  for  as  many  centuries.  I do  then 
beseech  gentlemen,  by  every  consideration,  to  re- 
flect upon  the  consequences  of  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion. I beseech  them,  by  the  lessons  of  history, 
by  the  bloody  record  of  our  own  disastrous  expe- 
rience, and  above  all,  by  the  precept  of  the  Father 
of  this  repubiic — a great  and  venerable  name,  des- 
tined, 1 firmly  believe,  to  reclaim  us  from  a down- 
ward and  degenerate  policy,  where  even  reason 
shall  fail.  For,  of  all  the  great  men  in  America, 
Washington  alone  will  be  found,  “in  war  and  in 
peace,”  to  have  been  “wise  unto  salvation.” 


Governors’  Messages. 

Extract  from  the  Message  of  Gabbibl  Holmes,  gO' 
vernor  of  the  state  North  Caholina,  addressed 
to  the  General  Assembly ^ at  Raleigh^  Js'ovember  1, 
1822. 

Gbxtlemen, — Called  together  to  consult  for 
the  general  welfare,  from  among  our  fellow  citi- 
zens in  the  various  counties  of  the  state,  and  well 
acquainted  with  their  interests  and  wishes,  you 
have  ever  been  viewed  as  a most  interesting  body„ 
It  IS  witli  peculiar  satisfaction  that  I once  more 
witness  your  meeting,  confident  as  I am,  that  un- 
der the  guidance  of  our  excellent  constitution,  you 
will  steadily  pursue  the  common  good.  Cliosen 
from  among  the  people  for  your  knowledge  of  their 
interests  and  devotion  to  their  welfare,  we  may 
with  safety  rely  on  your  patriotism  and  firmnessp 
never  to  abandon  or  neglect  them,  or  sufler  your- 
selves to  be  warped  by  sectional  prejudices  and  lo- 
cal views,  losing  sight  of  the  good  of  the  whole. — 
For  let  us  ever  bear  in  mind,  that  the  good  of  the 
whole,  if  not  immediately,  will  always  eventually 
prove  the  good  of  every  individual. 

I beg  leave  to  call  your  attention,  in  a few  ob- 
servations, to  some  of  the  most  prominent  objects 
wfiich  Qlaim  your  deliberation,  withou:t  pretending 
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even  to  name  many  things  wt’ich  your  wisdom  will  I ing  to  effect  every  thing  at  once,  we  have  effected^ 
suggest  as  requiring  legislative  interference.  But  j comparatively,  nothing,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that 
it  wi’f  be  found,  that  by  efleciively  promoting  ajfew  facilities  to  trade  exist  noW  that  did  not  exist 
few  objects  of  fundamental  importance,  others,  j before  the  commencement  of  oUr  improvements, 
which  are  highly  desirable  and  useful,  will  follow  And  what,  but  the  one  before  assigned,  can  have 


of  consequence,  oral  least  with  much  less  immedi- 
ate aid. 

'I'he  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  our  rivers 
—an  object  which  has  for  some  years  occupied 
much  of  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  and  excit- 
ed a great  deal  of  interest  throughout  the  state, 
v/ill  no  douh*  again  come  before  you.  tl  is  a desira- 
ble thing  to  all,  that  cve’-y  ficility  within  the  pow’er 
of  the  state  should  be  aff>rded  to  our  internal  trade. 
It  gives  excitement  to  industry,  and  produces  in- 
dividual and  state  wealth;  it  improves  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  country,  by  making  it  the  interest  of 
every  man  to  add  to  the  productiveness  of  his 
lands.  .As  it  enhances  the  value  of  the  farmer’s 
lands,  it  makes  him  content  to  live  and  labor  on  his 
fields,  ratlier  than  abandon  them  for  a tnfie,  and 
rove  in  quest  of  wealth  in  countries  more  conveni- 
ent to  n»arket.  It  diffuses  knowledge  among  the 
people,  by  throwing  open  the  avenues  of  comma 
nication,  and  affording  free  scope  to  the  interchange 
of  opinions,  and  the  cir-^ulation  of  useful  informa- 
tion; and  so  intimately  are  the  operations  of  go- 
vernment connected  with  the  agriculture,  the  arts, 
and  the  commerce  of  the  country,  that  the  farmer, 
while  h’.s  iiuerest  leads  him  to  avail  himself  of 
knowledge  within  his  reach  relating  to  his  avoca- 
tions, will  necessarily  be  led,  in  proportion  to  his 
opportunities,  to  a knowledge  of  the  nature  and 
administration  of  his  government;  taught  to  esti- 
mate his  national  blessings;  to  watch  w'ith  an  in- 
telligent eye  the  conduct  of  those  in  office;  and  to 
guard  against  the  artifices  of  designing  and  intrigu- 
ing men.  In  fine,  so  general  and  extensive  is  the 
inHuence  of  convenient  channels  of  intercourse, 
that  there  are  but  few  objects  of  legi.slation  of  com- 
mon interest,  with  which  tlie  subject  has  not  some 
important  relation. 

It  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  say,  Uiat  I feel  a 
deep  interest  in  the  internal  improvement  of  the 
stale,  or  to  endeavor  to  impress  more  deeply  on  your 
rnipJs  its  very  great  importance.  The  laudable 
zeal  which  you  liave  so  long  manifested  in  this 
grand  project,  is  an  evidence  that  you  are  sensible 
of  its  importance,  and  will  not  neglect  it.  But  as 
to  the  pnrticular  objects  which  should  be  first  ef- 
fected, there  has,  1 know,  been  a diversity  of  opin- 
ion. We  have,  1 think,  ail  seen,  that  had  our  li- 
mited funds  been  originally  directeil  to  a few 
points  of  primary  and  more  general  importance, 
and  not  dispersed  in  small  portions  throughout  the 
state,  tlie  result  would  have  been  more  beneficial 
to  every  section.  Had  we  begun  at  the  mouths  of 
our  livers,  and  proceeded  upwards,  every  step 


been  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  our  works?  We 
have  for  several  years  had  the  services  of  an  able 
engineer,  who  has  explored  our  rivers,  pointed  out 
the  various  obstructions  to  their  navigation,  and 
given  instructions  in  what  manner  they  were  to  be 
removed;  a zealous  and  intelligent  board  of  gen- 
tlemen have  been  watching  over  every  project,  and 
pushing  them  forward  by  all  the  means  in  their 
power,  and  still  our  progress  is  so  gradual  as  to  be 
almost  imperceptible.  The  reason  is  obvious.  We 
have  not  concentrated  our  money  in  sums  suffi-^ 
ciently  large  to  effect  the  objects  to  which  they 
have  been  applied.  If  a remedy  is  still  wnlhin  our 
power,  it  is  for  your  wisdom  to  devise  and  apply  it. 
1 have  already  said  more  than  I had  intended,  de- 
signing only  to  call  your  attention  to  the  subject. 
The  interest  which  I feel  in  improving  the  condi- 
tion of  the  people,  the  sovereignty  and  strength  of 
our  country,  will,  1 trust,  claim  your  forbearance, 
and  excuse  the  freedom  and  candor  which  I have 
used.  The  report  of  the  board  of  internal  im- 
provements will  shortly  be  submitted  to  your  hon- 
orable body,  which  w ill  afford  you  every  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  our  public  works. 

Before  we  leave  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ments, suffer  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a subject 
which  has  hitherto  been  loo  little  regarded,  and  to 
which  some  of  the  foregoing  remarks  have  refer- 
ence. I mean  the  opening  and  improving  of  our 
roads.  While  we  are  expending  the  public  trea- 
sure in  improving  the  navigation  of  our  rivers,  we 
ow'e  it  to  those  who  live  remote  from  navigable 
streams,  and  who,  in  many  sections,  find  it  necessa- 
ry to  go  to  market  by  land,  to  open  roads  which 
may  intersect  and  unite  at  convenient  points,  and 
lead  to  good  markets.  By  this  means,  too,  we 
should  keep  in  our  own  state  a great  deal  of  pro* 
duce  which  at  present  enriches  other  states,  and 
draw  capital  to  our  market  towns,  which  our  own 
produce  has  helped  to  centre  in  theirs.  Although 
it  is  desirable  that  every  man  should  have  a conve- 
nient channel  to  carry  his  surplus  produce  to  mar- 
ket, even  though  he  should  be  adding  to  the  wealth 
of  another  state,  yet  it  is  hut  justice  to  ourselves, 
that  w'hile  vve  expend  the  public  w’ealth,  we  should, 
at  least,  give  our  ow’n  markets  a fair  competition. 
While  our  treasure  is  employed  in  public  improve- 
ments, it  is,  surely,  desirable  that  those  improve- 
ments should  be  so  directed  as  to  repay  us.  It  is, 
therefore,  of  the  highest  importance,  while  we  open 
rivers  which  lead  into  other  slates,  and  give  the 
farmers  inducement  to  carry  their  produce  away, 
that  we  should  likewise  make  roads  to  our  own 
would  have  given  additional  impulse  to  those  im-1  market  towns,  give  our  merchants  a fair  competi- 
mediately  interested  in  the  work,  and  this  impuisej  tion,  and  add  to  our  wealth;  and  this  is  still  more 
would  iiave  continued  to  spread  until  the  v.diolej  liesirable,  wh^n  vve  consider  that  it  would  be  to 


otate  would  have  felt  it.  For  example— if  the 
channel  of  the  Cape  Fear,  between  Wilmingion 
and  the  Bar,  could  have  been  deepened  so  as  to 
admit  vessels  that  could  cross  the  Bar,  to  come  up 
to  town  with  their  loads,  and  to  go  out  with  the 
game  freight,  without  the  aid  of  lightsrs,  it  is  easy 


to  perceive  to  what  great  extent  the  effects  would  j importance,  renders  it 


the  manifest  advantagr  of  the  planter,  by  giving 
him  a choice  of  markets.  I migl^t  point  out  par- 
ticular roads  which  seem  to  claim  your  prompt 
assistance;  but  the  circumstance  that  some  of  you 
come  immediately  from  them,  and  are,  therefore* 
much  better  prepared  to  explain  and  enforce  their 
useless.  Your  own  discern- 


have  been  experienced,  both  in  stimulating  the  na- 
vigation company  to  vigorous  exertions  in  cleaving 
tlie  river  higher  up,  and  in  affording  better  prices 
to  the  planter  for  his  produce,  and  lessening  tlie 
cost  of  salt  and  other  articles.  But  the  tnstjh  is, 


that  by  dividing  our  strength  so  much  in  attempt- ! the  great  ends  in  view 
Svp.  TO  Vot.  XXII 15. 


meat  will  follow  the  subject  throughout  its  exten- 
sive bearings,  and  your  wisdom  and  attachment  to 
the  common  weal,  are  a sufficient  guarantee  that 
you  will  give  it  your  mature  deliberation,  and  adopt 
such  measures  us  are  practicable  and  conducive  to 
The  improvement  of  rbids 
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and  rivers  would  soon  enable  our  citizens  to  get 
out  of  debt,  and  would  be  the  surest  means,  by  af- 
fording a strong  motive  to  industry,  of  keeping 
them  from  the  ruinous  and  visionary  schemes  of 
speculation.  Talk  not  of  banks — of  an  increase  of 
airculating  medium,  as  a means  of  extricating  them 
from  their  embarrassments.  It  will  only  “put  off 
the  evil  day”  of  payment.  Our  countrymen,  taught 
in  the  school  of  sore  experience,  bf  gin  to  see  the 
wisdom  of  economy,  and  to  feel  the  necessity  of 
retr  enchment.  They  are  in  the  very  situation,  then, 
to  return  to  habits  of  industry  and  morality;  and 
they  will  do  it,  and  will  soon  rid  themselves  of 
debt,  if  you  will  offer  them  every  inducement,  and 
every  facility  in  your  power.  They  will  presently 
get  into  the  good  old  ways  of  certainty  and  safety, 
and  will  be  content  with  a more  moderate  increase 
of  wealth. 

By  a judicioiis  and  well  conducted  plan  of  in- 
ternal  improvements—  by  opening,  so  far  as  our 
resources  wiff  permit,  our  roads  and  rivers,  always 
taking  care  to  begin  with  such  works  as  are  of 
most  general  utility,  the  effects  of  which  v/ould  be 
most  extensively  experienced,  vve  should  go  far  to- 
wards accomplishing  another  most  important  ob- 
ject of  state  policy,  viz:  the  improvement  of  the 
agricuUural  condition  of  the  country  The  plant- 
ing corm!fiUnity  are  the  very  strength  and  sinews  of 
the  government,  and  in  proportion  as  they  are  suf- 
fered to  languish,  must  the  government  become 
feeble  and  inoperative,  and  all  other  objects  of 
public  utility  experience  a depression.  The  effect 
of  ro-ads  and  navigation  on  agriculture,  will  always 
be  ir  utuaily  felt,  and  if  the  legislature  would  give 
to  agriculture  even  a small  share  of  direct  aid  and 
encr.urfcgement,  there  is  no  doubt,  the  effect  would 
be  recipi  ocaled  in  a much  higher  ratio.  With  the 
increase  of  agriculture,  indeed,  every  thing  else  is 
nsade  to  flourish.  Weal  h,  knowledge,  and  virtue 
conspire  to  make  us  happy,  and  perpevuate  the  in- 
es;imable  boon  of  freedom  and  independence.  Con- 
tentment smiles  in  the  cottage,  and  wealth  diffus- 
es irs  genial  influence  to  all  around.  There  is  an 
inspiring’  beauty  and  h irmony  in  the  aspect  of  a 
well  cuKivated  country  which  seem  to  be  reflected 
from  the  countenances  of  the  people;  ai^d  I never 
presented  to  my  imagination  a mo’re  delightful 
image  than  that  of  flourishing  fields,  cultivated  by 
free  and  happy  people.  Born  in  the  country  and 
raised  a planter,  I have  always  felt  a degree  of  en- 
thusiasm in  contemplating  this  object,  bordering, 
perhaps,  on  extravagance.  But  its  importance  is 
by  no  means  diminished  by  the  coqlness  of  delib- 
eration; its  consequence,  indeed,  is  the  more  obvi- 
OU3  and  home  felq  for  the  practical  and  universal 
necessity  goes  into' every  man’s  door,  and  is  expe- 
rienced alike  by  all  classes  of  society.  Why  our 
agriculture  has  been  so  long  neglected  by  the 
legislature,  and  is  so  far  behind  hand  with  respect 
to'someof  our  sister  states;  and  whether  it  be  not 
high  time  that  you  should  extend  to  it  your  fos 
tenhg  care,  appear  to  me  to  be  enquiries  well 
worth  your  attention  Their  solution  I leave  to 
your  ow'n  wisdom,  and  the  remedy  or  remedies,  to 
your  own  judgment,  far  better  than  mine  will  sug- 
gest If  the  reclaiming  of  our  exhausted  lands 
could  be  commenc  d by  offf’ring  premiums,  or  by 
» *y  other  better  means,  die  beneficial 'results,  I 
a,.'prehend,  would  soon  appear.  Could  you  induce 
rn>-rs  to  make  experiments  on  their  lands  in  new 
uoetbods  of  cultivation,  and  the  introduction  of 
articles  not  of  common  growth,  end  which  have 
been  found  to  be  profitable,  not  only  as  valuable 
articles  of  produce,  but  as  enriching  the  soil,  a 


very  great  improvement  would,  wih,' ur  donot.be 
thereby  effected.  But  to  you,  guiilemen,  with 
confidence  and  with  pleasure,  I submit  ti  e subject, 
without  pretending  to  dictate  to  your  w isdom  or 
believing  that  I can  add  to  your  zeal  lor  the  com- 
mon good. 

In  connection  witli  this  and  the  suoject  of  educa- 
tion, to  which  I must  beg  leave  t > invite  your  atten- 
tion at  the  present  session,  I would  mention  one  de- 
fect which  appears  to  me  to  exist  generally  in  the 
education  of  our  young  men  of  liberal  advantages; 
riiey  know  little  or  nothing  of  agriculture,  and  are 
not  taught  to  hold  it  in  proper  estimation.  The 
consequence  is,  that  they  nearly  all  devote  them- 
selves to  the  learned  professions,  and  leave  the 
calling  of  husbandry,  equally  as  respectable  and 
more  useful,  to  those  whom  they  consider  their 
inferiors.  By  this  defect,  and  these  consequent 
mis'aken  notions,  we  lose  the  talents  and  influence 
of  many  a young  man  who  lags  and  withers  in  one 
of  the  professions,  when  he  might  be  an  ornament 
and  guide  in  the  quiet  walks  of  agriculture,  and 
constitute  one  of  that  most  excellent  and  useful 
class  of  society,  good  cUizma.  It  is  truly  melan 
choly  to  witness  the  crowds  of  drones  that  hang 
upon  the  rear  of  the  learned  profession-s,  burdens 
to  themselves  and  burdens  to  society,  because  they 
are  useless — and  many  of  them,  perhaps  I might 
say  a large  majority,  men  of  talents,  but  unhappily 
misapplied.  I trust,  if  they  are  beyond  the  saving 
influence  of  the  legislature,  that  you  have  it  still 
iu  your  pow’er  to  prevent  their  accumulation,  and 
to  diffuse  the  talents  of  our  state  into  more  exten- 
sive usefulness.  Should  the  legislature  even  prac- 
tically unite  in  the  important  truth,  that  it  is  of  the 
last  moment  to  the  stability  and  security  of  our 
republican  institutions,  that  all  kinds  of  useful 
knowledge  should  be  extended  to  our  youth,  the 
poorest  as  well  as  the  richest,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  they  will  not  overlook  the  article  of  agricul- 
ture; and  in  the  present  flourishing  state  of  our 
University,  when  its  w'ealth  has  received  such  an 
addition  in  western  lands,  its  number  of  students 
such  an  increase,  its  buildings  receiving  such  im- 
provement and  extension,  and  ila  able  faculty  and 
trustees  are  so  zealous  and  indefatigable  in  raising 
its  reputation  and  extending  the  sphere  of  its  use- 
fulness, it  appears  to  be  an  auspicious  period  to  in- 
troduce the  subject  of  agriculture  within  its  vv.ills, 
and  lend  it  your  aid.  Were  you  even  to  devote  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  to  this  purpose,  how 
manifold  would  be  the  interest  which  the  people 
would  receive  in  its  advantages.  Young  men  of 
liberal  education  would  leave  the  University  with 
proper  ideas  of  the  dignity  and  usefulness  of  agri- 
cultural avocations,  and  with  much  useful  know- 
ledge relating  thereto.  They  would  go  into  the 
diflerent  pans  of  the  state,  and  devote  themselves 
to  agriculture,  and  associate  in  societies  with  men 
of  mure  limited  opportunities,  where  their  know- 
ledge and  their  influence  would  be  widely  diffused 
aiKl  give  a life  and  vigor  to  agriculture,  of  which 
vve  can  easily  form  some  conception.  But  I would 
not  have  you  suppose  that  this  subject  is  altogether 
neglected  in  our  University.  We  have  there  a pro- 
fessorship of  chemistry  and  mineralogy,  which  bear 
an  intimate  relation  to  agriculture;  and  it  gives  me 
much  pleasure  to  state,  that  1 have  been  informed 
that  the  gentleman  who  has  charge  of  that  depart- 
ment of  instruction,  takes  a lively  interest  in  the 
improvement  of  the  agriculture  of  the  country, 
and  devotes  a part  of  his  course  of  lectures  to  that 
subject  alone,  and  loses  no  opportunity  of  impart- 
ing to  his  pupils  every  article  of  knowledge  which 
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will  be  of  service  in  the  business  of  life  1 am 
happy  that  I have  it  in  my  power  to  make  known 
the  fact,  that  our  University  is  not  confined  to 
those  studies  V’hich.thouj^h  of  the  highest  import- 
ance  in  a liberal  education,  have  no  immediate  re 
lation  to  the  concerns  of  life.  I have  said  the  more 
on  ’his  subject,  because  it  derives  additional  im- 
portance from  the  f^ct  tliat  we  are,  and  f'-om  our 
geographical  situation  must  continue  o be,  an  .ngri- 
cultuea^  rather  than  a commercial  people.  I trust 
that  this  fact,  and  the  intrinsic  impor’auce  of  the 
subject,  will  lead  you  to  a serious  inves  igation  of 
it,  and  (fiir  it  is  surely  prac  icable,)  to  give  it  your 
aid  af^d  protection. 

With  regard  to  education,  although  v.'e  have 
been  considering  an  important  part  of  it,  you  are 
by  no  means  »o  stop  here.  Our  constitution  has 
made  it  your  duty  to  encourage  and  foster  every 
kind  of  useful  learning.  Its  wise  and  patriotic 
framers,  who  were  about  to  burst  from  the  thral- 
dom of  oppp’^ssion,  and  who  were  sensible  of  the 
enslaving  influence  of  ignorance,  ordained  it  to  be 
ttieir  ovvn  duty  and  that  of  their  sons,  to  whomtliey 
were  soon  to  bequeath  the  inestimable  legacy  of 
freedom,  to  diffuse  learning  among  die  people — 
and  they,  no  doubt,  looked  forward,  in  pleasing  an-, 
ticipation,  to  the  period  when  ll.eir  posterity  should 
have  schools  and  academies  erected  amiong  them — 
when  knowledge,  at  least  of  the  more  ordinary  and 
indispe.’^.sable  kind,  should  be  within  the  reach  of 
the  child  of  the  poorest  citizen — when  “all  useful 
knowledge  should  be  duly  encouraged  and  promot- 
ed”— the  people  acquainted  with  their  rights,  sens- 
ible of  their  national  blessings,  and  therefore  de- 
termined to  perpetuate  tlieir  iastittitions;  and  to 
keep  the  soil  which  their  fathers  had  purchased 
with  their  blood  and  treasure,  the  land  of  freedom 
and  the  asylum  of  the  oppressed.  I fear  gentle- 
men, if  those  venerable  fathers  were  to  rise  from 
their  tombs,  they  would  reproach  us  with  supine- 
ness and  neglect,  and  would  not  listen  to  our  plea 
of  want  of  power.  We  .shall  never  know  what 
power  we  have  until  we  exert  it;  and  it  holds  in 
political  as  well  as  physical  strength,  that  it  is  in- 
creased by  exercise.  To  all  these  subjects,  then, 
whicii  appear  to  me,  I am  sure,  in  a far  more  im- 
portant light  than  my  limits  or  languagewill  allow 
me  to  express,  let  us  give  heed,  and  timely  heed. 
Let  us  do  something,  however  little — it  may  prove 
in  time  as  a grain  of  mustard  seed. 

But  whilst  we  are  sedulous  to  obtain  these  grand 
objects,  we  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact,  that 
these  and  all  oar  blessings  and  privileges  are  lia- 
ble to  invasion  from  abroad.  We  have  experienc- 
ed the  injuries  of  foreign  nations  before,  and  we 
have  no  reason  to  conclude  tiiat  tliis  is  never  to  be 
the  case  again.  It  is  therefore  important  that  we 
should  direct  our  attention  to  the  training  of  our 
militia.  Our  militia  system,  as  you  well  know,  is 
still  very  defective.  Let  us  ever  recollect  the  ad- 
vice of  uur  political  father,  to  prepare  for  war  in 
time  of  peace.  By  far  the  most  important  part  of 
this  preparation  consists  in  training  up  a body  of 
men  that  will  always  be  ready  in  case  of  war;  to 
send  into  the  field  an  efficient  force.  It  seems  to 
be  the  policy  of  the  general  government  to  reduce 
the  standing  army  of  the  United  States,  as  being 
too  expensive  and  dangerous  to  the  republic. — 
Whether  this  be  sound  policy  or  not,  it  .certainly 
increases  the  importance  of  having  a well  organ- 
ized militia.  At  present  it  is  difficult  to  discover 
what  advantage  is  derived  from  our  system  and 
practice,  except  in  a few'  remarkable  instances, 
where  individual  exertion  and  spirit  presents  a 


cheering  prospect  amid  the  surrounding  gloom, 
and  shows  what  may  be  done  by  proper  endeavors. 
This  is  a subject  of  no  small  moment,  and  I trust 
will  receive  a share  of  your  deliberations.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  w’e  may  never  become  a na’ion  of 
soldiers  by  profession;  or  neglect  the  delightful 
arts  of  peace,  while  we  pay  some  regard  to  those 
of  war.  And  while  we  prepare  for  our  enemies, 
we  should  'cherish  towards  them  generosi  y and 
forbearance,  adopting  the  sentiment,  “be  able  for 
thine  enemy  rather  in  power  than  use.” 

Extracts  from  the  JMessa^e  of  John  Broods,  jroven^ 
nor  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  to  the  legisla^ 
turcj  transmitted  Jan.  1,  18-^3. 

Gentlemen  of  the  S mate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

I embrace  the  present  moment  to  offer  you  my 
congratulations  on  the  commencement  of  a new 
year,  and  on  your  reassembling  to  engage  in  the 
important  duties  of  legislation. 

Although  no  form  of  government  is  so  rational  in 
itself,  nor  so  well  calculated  in  its  operations  to 
render  a people  happy,  as  is  that  of  a representative 
republic;  yet  there  is  none  that  demands  greater 
wisdom  and  integrity  in  its  administration.  The 
public  interests  require  continual  watching;  and 
the  changes  which  time  and  the  progress  of  civiliz- 
ation and  the  arts  gradually  ^'ffect,  are  to  be  met 
and  provided  for  with  discriminating  care.  That 
Massachusetts  should  have  sustained  an  honorable 
career  from  the  humble  condition  of  an  obscure  co- 
lony, through  the  lapse  of  two  centuries,  and  under 
various  forms  of  jurisprudence,  to  her  present  ele- 
vated standing  in  point  of  population  and  wealth, 
of  learning  and  the  arts,  is  to  be  referred,  under 
the  favor  of  Divine  ProvidoNCe,  to  the  judirioua 
adaptation  of  her  laws  tv  the  multifarious  wants 
and  circumstances  of  the  people.  D.fierent  de- 
grees  of  increase  and  prosperity,  indeed,  have 
marked  different  periods. of  her  progress.  But  un- 
der events  and  aspects  the  most  inauspicious,  im- 
provements have  never  been  st?tionary.  An  invin- 
cible progression  in  numbers,  and  in  mural  and  po- 
litical strength,  has  never  ceased  to  encourage  her 
hopes  and  indicate  her  course.  Recenily,  howev. 
er,  under  the  present  order  of  things,  a freer  scope 
has  been  afforded  for  developing  her  moral  and 
physical  faculties. 

A short  time  only  had  elapsed  after  the  first 
founders  of  Massachusetis  had  begun  their  settle- 
ments, before  political  and  commercial  jealousies 
on  the  part  ct  the  British  government  became  ap- 
parent; and  at  every  period  of  her  colonial  exist- 
ence her  interests  w'cre  sacrificed  to  the  avaricious 
and  domineering  spirit  of  her  parent  country.  But 
a course  of  conduct  thus  selfish  and  oppressive, 
though  designed  to  impede  the  growth  of  the  co- 
lony, and  to  insure  its  dependence  on  and  subservi- 
ence to  Great  Britain,  ultimately  defeated  its  own 
purposes.  Subjected  as  the  colonists  were,  to  the 
unbending  rigor  of  the  colonial  system,  a limited 
commerce  only  was  allowed  them;  and  even  the 
stinted  share  of  traffic  they  were  permitted  to  pro- 
secute, was  encumbered  with  regulations  far  less 
calculated  to  remind  them  of  their  filial  relation, 
than  of  their  inferiority  and  subjection.  Incentives 
to  extensive  enterprise  were  thus  denied  to  lier 
merchants,  and  the  accuir.ulation  of  capital,  w.hicli 
a liberal  commerce  only  can  effect,  was  rendt-red 
impracticable.  Cut  while  made  to  feel  the  v.’eight 
of  po’A'er,  and  to  submit  to  the  humiliation  of  co- 
lonial restrictions,  they  were  led  by  a very  natural 
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train  of  thought,  not  to  investigate  the  nature  of 
magna  cbarta  and  the  constitution  of  England 
merely,  but  the  broad  principles  of  all  legitimate 
governments  founded  on  the  natural  rights  of  men; 
and  ultimately  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  value  of 
self-control.  In  the  meantime,  habits  of  industry 
and  economy  were  formed,  and  the  skilful  manage 
tnent  of  their  circumscribed  interests  was  acquir- 
ed: and  thus  the  colonists  became  fitted  for  acting 
their  part  ^ell  as  subjects,  and  to  sustain  with 
honor  the  separation  that  awaited  them. 

But  the  acquisition  of  independence  failed  to 
fulfil  the  public  anticipations.  The  states  by  migh- 
ty and  united  efTorts  had  become  independent  and 
free.  Peace  soon  di^.closed  truths  which  had  bith- 
ferto  been  but  partially  believed,  that  the  boasted 
union  of  the  states  uhder  the  confederation,  had 
resulted  from  the  pressure  of  common  danger,  and 
that  something  was  yet  wanting  to  complete  the 
rqvolfiiion  and  insure  the  general  welfare.  The 
vital  defect,  nevertheless,  was  long  felt  and  de- 
plored,  before  the  ;s^ational  will  ordained  a remedy, 
'fhe  bjeueficial  effects  produced  almost  instantane- 
ously, by  the  operations  of  the  national  govern, 
tnent,  were  wonderful  and  incalculable.  The  sud- 
den restoration  of  public  and  private  credit,  the 
animation  given  to  enterprize  and  industry,  in  the 
various  branches  of  political  economy,  and  tlie  gen- 
eral amelioration  in  the  condition  of  the  people, 
which,  I presume,  are  in  the  recollection  of  most 
of  you,  were  occurrences  which  transcended  the 
hopes  of  the  most  sanguine.  Massachusetts  shar- 
ed largely,  for  a while,  in  these  results.  But  the 
regular  order  of  peaceful  commerce  was  destined 
to  derangement.  A long  series  of  astonishing 
phenomena  ensued,  involving  the  destruction  of 
governments,  the  extinction  of  nations, — and  a 
change  in  the  habits  aiid  occupations  of  a large 
proportion  of  the  human  family  in  the  civilized 
world.  The  citizens  of  this  stale,  observant  of  the 
character  of  the  times,  and  yielding  to  the  allure- 
ments of  emolument  aitached  to  the  neutral  flag, 
^vailed  themselves  freely  of  their  neutral  rights, 
i’he  preternatural  excitement  however,  elfected  in 
one  branch  of  enterprize,  left  others  to  languish; 
and  commerce,  after  suffering  unexampled  vexa- 
tions from  the  belligerents,  was  driven  from  its 
ordinary  channels  in  times  of  peace,  and,  eluding 
the  sober  calculations  of  the  experienced  mer- 
chant, became  the  subject  and  the  victim  of  chicane 
and  speculation. 

But  notwithstanding  an  incalculable  accumula- 
tion of  wealth  under  the  American  flag  while  its 
neutral  character  was  maintained,  it  was  not  until 
since  the  late  war,  that  terminated  with  so  much 
glory  to  our  nation,  th£\t  the  individual  states  have 
been  permitted  freely  to  explore  and  cultivate 
their  respective  resources.  And  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  although  seven  years  of  peace  have 
elaps  >1,  yet  time  scarcely  sufficient  has  been  al- 
lowed to  surmount  the  embarrassments  necessarily 
arising  from  an  abrupt  transition  from  a state  of 
war  to  a state  of  peace,  and  from  a spirit  of  deep 
speculation  and  adventure,  which  had  been  gener- 
ated by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  times. — 
From  causes  to  which  it  is  needless  now  to  advert, 
Massachusetts  has  felt  less  severely,  or  with  great- 
er facility  recovered  from  those  embarrassments 
than  some  of  her  sister  states,  although  her  mari- 
time position  and  vocations  expose  her  to  the 
d^’f  pest  suffering  on  the  occurrence  of  foreign  war. 

’ From  every  just  consideration,  tberefo|re,  she 
ought  to  cherish  a love  of  peace;  it  being  a condi- 
most  congenial  to  her  moral  feelings,  and  most 


favorable  for  the  cultivation  oF  l;rr  means  f)f  enjoy- 
ment and  greatness.  Tlie  fishtriea,  one  of  her 
great  sources  of  subsistence  and  emolument,  must 
in  time  of  war  be  annilulated;  although  i:i  a tin»e 
of  peace  they  give  lucrative  employment  to  thou- 
sands  of  the  hardiest  of  men,  and  constitute  tlie 
greatest  and  most  permanent  nursery  of  seamen 
for  our  gallant  navy,  whicJi  is  the  pride  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  support  of  ilieir  commerce 
and  honor  abroad. 

The  martial  energies  of  onr  country  have  never 
been  questioned;  and  her  ability  to  sustain  the  arts 
of  peace  is  now  fully  demonstrated.  To  you,  gen- 
tlemen, as  representing  the  feelings  of  the  people, 
the  appeal  may  be  safely  made,  as  to  the  result  of 
the  experiment  in  this  commonwealtli.  The  ene- 
mies of  the  revolution  represented  us  as  possessing 
neither  the  intellectual,  nor  the  moral,  nor  the 
physical  elements,  for  constituting  and  supporting 
an  independent  government.  But  what  are  the 
facts?  Our  naval  and  nrdlitary  triumphs,  our  com- 
merce, which,  under  the  fostering  care  of  a pater- 
nal government,  has  spread  over  the  world,  and  is 
now  gladdening  the  human  heart  in  every  clime; 
and  abbve  all,  the  contentment,  the  good  order  and 
social  happiness  enjoyed  by  more  than  ten  millions 
of  free  citizens,  give  the  answer. 

Among  the  public  evidences  of  the  success  that 
has  attended  the  exertions  of  the  people  of  this 
state  in  iritoinial  improvements,  and  which  are  sure 
pledges  of  continued  prosperity,  we  may  refer  to 
the  general  aspect  of  the  country,  as  connected 
with  agriculture  find  rural  economy;  to  the  number 
and  admirable  structure  of  our  bridges,  to  the 
goodness  of  the  roads  in  every  part  of  the  state, 
and  to  the  various  and  expensive  canals  and  locks 
on  the  Connecticut  and  Merrirnuck  rivers,  and 
more  especially  Ihe  Middlesex  canal,  that  unites 
the  latter  with  the  waters  of  Boston  harbor.  If  it 
were  necessary  to  adduce  further  proofs  of  the  suc- 
cessful enterprize  and  industry  of  the  citizens  of 
this  community,  we  migiit  also  refer  to  their  navi- 
gation and  tonnage,  which  are  now  presumed  to 
be  exceeded  in  amount  by  only  one  state.  And 
it  is  apprehended  that  we  should  not  deviate  ma- 
terially from  the  reality,  in  assuming  that,  with 
a population  equal  to  about  one-twentieth  part  of 
the  population  of  the  United  States,  Massachusetts 
contributed,  in  the  year  just  ended,  nearly  one 
fourth  part  of  the  whole  amount  of  revenue  derived 
from  commerce  to  the  national  treasury.  While 
these  considerations  serve  to  evince  the  importance 
of  the  commerce  of  this  state  to  the  Union,  it  should 
induce  us  to  appreciate  our  resources,  and  by  every 
possible  effort  to  augment  their  value. 

While  the  distinguishing  results  now  noticed  are 
primarily  derived  from  the  fisheries,  and  from 
other  natural  advantages  peculiar  to  our  local  situ- 
ation; it  is  cheerfully  conceded  that  those  advan- 
tages are  called  into  more  effective  operation  by 
the  powerful  energy  of  the  United  States’  code  of 
commercial  law.  The  coincidence  of  the  means 
of  raising  revenue,  and  of  giving  impulse  to  nation- 
al industry,  is  happily  illustrated  in  the  existing 
tarif  If  our  national  commerce  be  extensive,  if 
the  products  of  our  agriculture  are  furnished  with 
a ready  market,  and  if  our  manufactures  are  multi- 
plying and  improving  with  a rapidity  hitherto  un- 
known, we  can  sc.Trcely  too  highly  appreciate  the 
wise  policy  of  the  national  government:  unless  the 
authority  of  facts  and  experience  be  discarded,  we 
cannot  hesitate  to  acknowledge  its  soundness  and 
efficiency.  And  although  the  existing  laws  res- 
ipecting  commercial  revenue  may  be,  and  unques 
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tionably  are,  susceptible  of  a more  perfect  adapta 
lion  to  tlie  manufucturin!;'  interest,  and  miglit  be 
made,  in  point  of  revenue,  more  productive,  yet 
the  strongest  conviction  res^s  on  my  mind,  “that 
the  interes*^  of  everv  part  of  the  Union  requires 
that  this  subject  should  he  touched  with  the  great- 
est caution,”  and  not  without  a clear  fore.sig^lit  “of 
the  effects  to  be  nroduced  by  the  slightest  change.” 

The  facilities  for  sustaining  extensive  manufac- 
tures are  scarcely  less  distingui'.h'ng  for  this  corn 
niunity,  than  ar^  our  advantages  for  commerce. — 
Facts  are  fully  illustrative  of  this  truth.  15y  recur- 
ring to  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth,  it  is  found, 
that  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  acts  have,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  passed  the  legislature,  and  are  now 
extant,  for  incorporating  manufacturing  companies, 
V’itlT  an  aggregate  capital  amounting  to  more  tlian 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars;  and  it  is  presumed  to 
he  within  your  knowledge,  that  nearly  all  these 
establisliments  are  now  in  successful  operation. — 
In  reviewing  the  diversified  concerns  of  the  people 
of  the  commonwealth,  1 feel  entire  confidence  that 
your  deliberations  will  result  in  measures  calculat- 
ed to  promote  their  be.st  interest.s. 

By  recent  accounts  from  Europe,  and  some  of 
the  prisons  in  tlie  neighboring  states,  a machine, 
denominated  tiie  “tread  or  stepping  mill,”  has 
been  introduced  into  some  of  the  penitentiaries, 
as  a mode  of  employing  convicts.  How  far  this 
new  description  of  punishment  may  have  answered 
the  expectations  of  those  who  have  had  recourse 
to  it,  1 have  not  been  sufficiently  informed  to  assert. 
It  is  favorably  spoken  of;  and  on  a subject  that  has 
hitherto  disappointed,  in  some  measure,  at  least, 
the  hopes  of  the  humane  every  where,  every  hint 
indicating  improvement,  seems  to  merit  considera- 
tion. Referring  you,  gentlemen,  to  that  part  of  my 
communication  to  the  legislature  on  the  10th  of 
January  last,  relating  to  the  state  prison,  1 recom- 
mend the  subject  at  large  to  your  consideration. 

In  conclusion,  I should  feel  myself  wanting  in 
respect  to  you,  gentlemen,  and  to  my  fellow  citi- 
zens  generally,  were  I to  omit  expressing,  on  this 
occasion,  the  heartfelt  satisfaction  that  has  been 
derived  to  vne  from  the  reiterated  expression  of 
their  confid.ence.  'I'o  one  who  had  devoted  the 
first  moments  of  manhood  to  the  service  of  his 
country  and  the  cause  of  freedom,  such  tokens  of 
remembrance  and  regard,  are  peculiarly  grateful; 
and  they  have  been  more  precious  to  me,  not  only 
as  they  indicated  a generous  approbation  of  bumble 
efforts  to  be  useful,  but  have  sanctioned  the  im- 
mortal principles  w’hich  originated  and  perfected 
the  revolution.  But  conscious  that  the  claims  of 
nature  to  exemption  from  the  care  and  anxieties  of 
official  responsibility  cannot  be  resisted  with  im 
punity,  1 deem  it  an  imperative  duty  to  announce 
my  determination  to  decline  being  considered  a 
candidate  for  re-election  to  the  office  of  chief  ma- 
gistrate; devoutly  imploring  the  benediction  of 
Almighty  God  on  all  tbe  interests  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  tendering  to  you,  fellow  citizens,  my 
sincere  wishes  for  your  personal  happiness. 

JOHN  BROOKS. 

Council  Chamber,  Jan.  1, 1823. 

LEGISLATURE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  two  houses  of  the  legislature  of  this  state 
formed  a quorum  yesterday,  when  the  session  w'as 
opened  by  a messiige  from  his  excellency  the  go- 
.vernor,  of  which  the  following  is  a copy: 

Centlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  Jlssembly — 
he  situation  in  which  W'ft  are  at  present  placed 


is  peculiarly  interesting  and  highly  responsible’ 
and  while  addressing  the  first  legislature  convened 
under  otir  new  constitution,  from  a situation  to 
which,  by  the  favorable  opinion  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, 1 have  been  elected,  and  in  obedience  to  the 
com.mands  of  that  constitution,  presenting  and  re- 
commending for  the;?  consideration  some  of  the 
various  subjects  which  will  necessarily  claim  their 
attention  during  this  their  first  session,  I feel, 
sensibly,  such  peculiar  interest  and  high  responsi- 
bility- 

In  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  my  station, 
I am  s.atisfied  that  I shall  receive  every  requisite 
aid  and  support  from  your  united  exertions  for  the 
public  good;  and  while  we  have  this  object  only  in 
view,  whatever  difference  of  opinion  shall  exist  re- 
lative to  the  adoption  of  means  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people,  by  whom  we  have  been  selected 
as  agents,  and  entrusted  with  power,  I feel  a confi- 
dent expectation  that  the  judgment  of  charity  will 
be  extended  towards  each  other  for  the  motives  by 
which  we  are  governed,  and  I claim  the  kind  indul- 
gence of  my  fellow  citizens  for  the  errors  which  I 
shall  unintentionally  commit;  and  while  society 
must  be  governed  by  the  limited  capacity  of  human 
beings,  subject  to  the  conflicting  temporal  inte- 
rests and  frailties  of  human  nature,  errors  will  un- 
avoidably occur,  and  even  correct  measures  and 
conduct  be  pronounced  erroneous. 

Resting  in  the  consciousness  of  a correctness  of 
my  motives,  and  relying  on  the  support  of  a su- 
perintending Providence,  I shall  endeavor,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  ability,  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  and  the  best  interests  of  the  state. 

There  has  been  only  one  period  since  the  declar- 
ation of  our  independence,  that  the  legislature  of 
the  state  of  New  York  have  been  called  upon  to 
perform  such  high  and  responsible  duties  as  at  this 
session  will  devolve  upon  you;  and  when  we  reflect 
upon  the  conduct  of  those  who  formed  the  first 
constitution  of  this  state,  and  organized  a govern- 
ment, every  well  ordered  mind  must  be  led  with 
gratitude  to  bow  before  the  throne  of  grace,  re- 
turning fervent  thanks  to  the  God  of  heaven  and  of 
earth,  who  raised  up  for  us  in  that  time  of  need, 
men  emincntiy  endowed  with  great  intelligence, 
integrity,  and  superior,  I had  almost  said  inspired, 
views  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  man.  The 
checks  and  balances  of  the  old  constitution  of  this 
state  were  admirable,  whe.i  judged  with  reference 
to  the  time  in  which  it  was  adopted,  just  emerging 
from  a state  of  colonial  dependence,  and  while 
desperately,  and  almost  convulsively  struggling  to 
break  the  fetters  of  transatlantic  despotism;  al- 
most  every  man  in  the  community  at  that  time  pos- 
sessing high  ideas  of  the  necessity  of  a strong  ex- 
ecutive power  and  great  legislative  independence; 
and  although  we  have  amended  what  we  have  deem- 
ed its  errors,  and  what,  in  the  present  improved 
state  of  the  community,  were  really  such,  yet  the 
candid  mind  cannot  but  admire  and  applaud  its 
great  comparative  excellence. 

[ could  not,  gentlemen,  withhold,  at  this  time, 
and  on  this  occasion,  tlie  expression  of  my  afi'ec- 
tion  and  veneration  for  those  men,  great  in  intellect 
and  honesty,  several  of  whom  were  personally 
known  to  many  of  us,  who,  having  placed  and  seen 
their  country  in  prosperity  and  the  enjoyment  of 
liberty,  have  gone  to  sleep  with  their  fathers  until 
the  great  day  of  retribution. 

This  government  has,  by  the  late  amendment.s, 
been  adapted  to  the  present  feelings  and  views  of 
the  community,  the  only  proper  standard  by  which 
a good  government  can  be  iurmed,  end  no  time  for 
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its  reorganization  could  be  more  auspicious  than 
the  present.  The  peaceful  state  of  the  country,  and 
absence  of  any  asperity  in  party  contentions,  will 
enable  you  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  each  other’s 
candid  views  of  every  measure;  and  although  it  is 
obvious,  that  in  the  enactmect  of  laws  in  compli- 
ance with  the  new  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  reorganizition  of  the  government,  many 
unexpected  difficulties  and  embarrassnnenls  roust 
unavoidably  occur,  yet,  by  mutual  forbearance, 
when  you  may  differ  in  opinion,  and  by  great  atten- 
tion and  circumspection  in  the  adoption  of  mea- 
sures, these  wdll  vanish. 

To  you,  as  the  first  legislature  assembled  for 
the  purpose  of  recrganiring  this  government,  cloth- 
ed with  plenary  powers  to  apply  the  provisions  of 
that  constitution,  and  liitiited  only  by  its  articles, 
the  people  look  for  wisdom,  prudence  and  self- 
government;  and  1 do  not  hesitate  to  indulge  a con- 
fident expectation,  that  their  hopes  will  not  be  dis- 
appointed. 

The  principal  portion  of  your  time  and  attention 
will  probably  be  devoted  to  passing  such  laws  as 
have  become  necessary  under  the  existing  consti- 
tution. I have,  therefore,  thought  it  proper  to 
confine  myself  to  such  prominent  subjects  of  le- 
gislation, as  will  probably,  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, be  presented  to  your  consideration. 

Among  the  various  and  highly  interesting  sub- 
jects claiming  your  attention,  the  roost  important 
1^  the  arrangement  and  organization  of  the  judi- 
ciary. It  is  one  that  ought  to  be  approached  with 
great  caution,  but  with  full  and  dornpetent  deci- 
sion. It  must  be  acted  upon  with  firmness,  yet 
with  the  greatest  discretion.  Its  responsibility  to 
the  community  fully  retained,  and  its  independence 
amply  secured,  so  that  no. executive,  legislative  or 
•ther  influence,  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it  in 
such  a manner  as  to  have  a deleterious  effect  upon 
its  deliberations  or  decisions.  The  division  of  its 
labor  so  made,  that  it  is  within  the  reasonable  li- 
mit of  human  power  to  attend  to  its  duties,  that 
the  execution  of  the  laws  maybe  enforced,  justice 
extended  t©  all  and  denied  to  none — its  pecuniary 
support  provided  for,  with  such  liberality,  that  the 
most  intelligent  and  best  men  may  not  feel  as  if 
they  -are  doing  themselves  and  their  families  injus- 
tice  by  accepting  the  most  responsible  and  highest 
public  stations  in  the  gift  of  the  government.  The 
supreme  court,  now'  to  be  composed  of  three  judg- 
es, is  to  receive  its  most  considerable  aid  in  the 
discharge  of  certain  of  its  duties  by  the  establish- 
ment and  appointment  of  circuit  judges,  pursuant 
to  such  division  of  the  state  into  judicial  districts 
as  you  may  deem  it  advisable  to  make,  and  upon 
whom  that  important  branch  of  our  jurisprudence, 
the  holding  of  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and 
nisi  priusy  will  principally  rest.  Those  judges  may 
also,  at  the  will  of  the  legislature,  be  considered 
and  made  assistants  to  the  chancellcr.  The  pow- 
ers given  to  them,  and  the  duties  they  are  requir- 
ed to  perform,  as  specially  stated  in  the  constitu- 
tion, with  such  as  may  be  assigned  to  them  by  law, 
are  of  a character  deeply  interesting  to  the  welfare 
of  the  state. 

It  W'ill  become  your  province  to  divide  tlie  stale 
into  districts,  according  to  the  5th  section  of  the 
5th  article  of  the  constitution,  and  to  invest  them 
with  such  additional  powers  as  you  may  deem  pro- 
per, and  may  fall  within  tiie  range  of  legislation. 

An  able,  faithful,  and  impartial  judiciary  is  not 
only  the  greatest  ornament  of  the  state,  but  the 
best  security  against  tyranny  and  oppression;  on 
its  intelligence,  firmness  and  integrity^  the  lives, 


the  property,  and  liberties  of  the  oeople,  m r*  great 
measure  depend.  This  state  1 as  never  failed  duly 
to  appreciate  its  importance  a«s  blerded  w’ith  its 
prosperity  and  honor— and  while  we  are  cnreful 
not  to  indulge  in  large  and  extravagant  compensa- 
tions to  otir  public  officers,  it  will  not  be  denied, 
that  the  independence  of  our  judges  is  promoted 
in  no  small  degree  by  the  permanency  and  ade- 
quacy of  their  salaries — thus  en>ibling  tl  em  on  the 
one  hand,  to  devote  their  w’hole  time  and  atiention 
to  the  discharge  of  their  judicial  duties,  ai.d  on 
the  other,  to  he  above  the  reach  of  any  temr-ta- 
tions  to  neglect  them.  This  consideration  derives 
additional  force,  from  that  part  of  the  constitu!  ion 
which  disqualifies  them  from  accepting,  or  being 
candidates  for  any  other  office  from  the  legislature, 
or  the  people,  during  their  continuance  in  their 
judicial  stations 

While  on  this  stibject,  permit  me  also  to  remark 
that  legislative  provision  appears  to  be  necessary 
W'ith  regard  to  the  powers  vested  in  the  court  of 
probates  by  the  old  constitution,  and  with  regard 
to  the  manner  of  vesting  them  under  the  nev/,  and 
of  regulating  appeals  therefrom; — whether  such 
regulations  will  render  provisions  concerning  the 
office  of  surrogate  necessary,  must  be  submitted 
to  your  wisdom  and  discretion. 

It  will  be  requisite  to  declare  by  law  the  time 
and  manner  of  electing  militia  officers,  and  of  cer- 
tifying their  election  to  the  executive. 

The  attention  of  the  legislature  has  frequently 
been  called  to  the  important  and  interesting  sub- 
ject of  regulating  ti  e militia.  It  has  become  more  . 
interesting  because  of  the  variety  of  opinion  which 
always  have,  and  still  do  exist,  in  relation  to  the 
necessity  of  attention  to  it.  But  I have  always 
entertained  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
maintain  a government  perfectly  free,  without  a re- 
liance on  a militia  for  defence  against  insurrections 
and  sudden  incursions,  and  for  volunteer  aid  in  the 
formation  of  armies,  when  we  may  be  afflicted  with 
war;  and  in  order  to  accomplisii  these  objects,  iin- 
remitted  attention  ought  always  to  be  paid  to  the 
organization  and  discipline  of  the  militia.  I there- 
fore recommend  a full  examination  of  our  militia 
laws  to  your  consideration. 

There  are  at  present  a very  considerable  number 
of  officers  for  whose  appointment  no  constitutional 
provision  exists,  other  than  a general  power  dele- 
gated to  the  legislature,  to  regulate  the  manner  of 
making  such  appointments,  and  to  limit  their  dura- 
tion. Among  these  are  the  office  of  surrogate, 
auctioneer,  commissioner  to  take  acknowledge- 
ments of  deeds,  justices  in  cities,  and  some  others 
not  deemed  necessary  here  to  enumerate, but  which 
will,  doubtless,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  im- 
posed upon  you  by  the  constitution,  receive  their 
proper  share  of  your  labors  and  attention. 

That  part  of  tlie  constitution  which  declares  that 
the  proceeds  of  all  the  public  lands,  with  certain 
exceptions,  belong  to  the  school  fund,  and  shall 
remain  perpetual iy  and  exclusively  appropriated 
to  the- support  of  common  schools  throughout  the 
state,  requires  attention. 

The  tracts  thus  set  apart  for  that  purpose  con- 
tain nearly  one  million  of  acres.  Most  of  these 
lands,  however,  remaining  uoproductive  at  this 
time,  I submit  to  the  legislature  v/hether  the  wise 
and  patriotic  intentions  of  the  framers  of  our  con- 
stitution will  be  best  promoted  by  allowing  them 
to  remain  in  their  present  state,  or  to  direct  a sale 
of  the  whole  or  a part  equal  to  a principal,  render- 
ing an  interest  sufficient  to  makegood  the  annual 
deficiency  in  the  present  school  revenues.  The 
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subject  of  educR'ion  is  interesting  to  <:he  liappi- lated  to  the  extingnishment  of  the  canal  loans  and 
ness  of  every  government  and  people,  but  more  the  interest  thereof.  It  has  not  yet  as  been  found 
especially  to  a republic,  having  for  its  basis  and  j necessary  to  resort  to  any  other  sources  of  revenue 
permanency  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  peo*j  to  meet  the  payment  of  the  interest,  the  principal 


pie.  To  recommend  it  to  your  anxious  care  is,  I 
have  not  theleast  doubt,  anticipating  your  intentions. 

During  the  recent  elections  under  the  new  con- 
stitution, difficulties  have  arisen  at  some  of  the 
polis,  vrith  regard  to  the  true  construction  to  be 
given  to  tlie  article  which  defines  the  right  of  suf- 
frage. J he  intention  of  the  makers  of  the  constitu- 
tion ought  to  be  reiilized,  and  it  is  with  you,  as  far 
as  may  fall  within  the  scope  of  your  constitutional 
powers,  to  pass  explanatory  laws  enabling  the  in- 
spectors correctly  to  ascertain  the  citizens  entitled 
to  vote,  and  thus  prevent  improper  exclusions  by 
hasty  and  unadvised  decisions  during  the  elec- 
tion. The  right  of  suffrage  is  of  the  highest 
value  to  the  citizen,  as  all  our  civil  institutions, 
and  the  purity  and  correct  administration  of  our 
iaws,  in  a great  measure  depend  upon  its  legiti- 
mate or  constitutional  exercise;  any  forced  con- 
struction, therefore,  whereby  this  right  might  be 
unjustly  refused  or  usurped,  ought  to  be  guarded 
against  by  the  enactment  of  laws,  conformably  to 
the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  constitution. 

I’he  criminal  code  M'hich  h.*is  so  frequently  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  legislature,  may  still 
be  considered,  in  many  respects,  susceptible  of 
important  improvements.  During  the  last  autumn, 


being  irredeemable,  by  the  terms  of  the  loans,  for 
several  years. 

The  difficulties  existing  between  this  state  and 
the  stale  of  New  Jer.sey,  concerning  our  territorial 
and  jurisdictional  limits,  still  remain  unadjusted, 
and  it  is  very  desirable  that  measures  should  be 
adopted  to  terminate  a controversy  between  two 
sister  states,  which  in  so  great  a degree  inter- 
rupts the  harmony  and  intercourse  that  ought  to 
exist  between  them:  wj, ether  the  aid  of  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States  should  be  required  in 
this  delicate  affair,  or  whether  it  is  not  more  dis- 
creet and  proper  that  a further  attempt  should  be 
made  at  negotiation,  or  compromise,  in  the  appoint, 
ment  of  commissioners,  are  subjects  affecting  the 
character  and  interests  of  the  state,  and  must  be 
submitted  to  your  wisdom  and  discretion. 

Before  I conclude  this  communication,  T submit 
to  you  the  propriety  of  directing  a revision  of  all 
the  public  statutes  of  the  state.  Tfie  adoption  of 
the  new  constitution  Itas  rendered  many  of  our  sta- 
tutes inapplicable  to  the  present  sUte  of  things, 
and  many  others,  particularly  in  our  penal  code, 
are  distributed  into  so  many  volumes,  though  re* 
laling  to  the  same  s'jbject,  that  references  to  the 
different  laws  are  rendered  extremely  difficult. 


whilst  engaged  in  my  official  duties  as  one  of  the  jin  a new  revision  those  difficulties  might  be  re- 
moved, by  condensing  into  one  statute  each  sub- 
ject of  legislation,  and  arranging  them  under  pro- 
per heads,  so  that  the  people  at  large  might  clearly 
comprehend  them;  besides,  much  might  be  gained 
by  omitting  several  obsolete  statutes  now  appear- 
ing in  our  statute  book.  Various  other  improve- 
ments might  be  suggested,  but  they  will  readily 
occur  to  the  legislature,  should  the  subject  receive 
a discussion.  Whatever  other  matters  arc  neces- 
sary to  he  submitted,  will  be  communicated  by 
special  message. 

Notwithstanding  the  commercial  metropolis  of 
this  state  has  during  the  summer  been  visited  by 
one  of  those  afflicting  dispensations  of  divine  Pro- 
vidence, Wiiich  not  unfrequenlly  prove  the  scourge 
of  a dense  population,  w'e  have  reason  to  be  thank- 
ful that  the  pestilence  has  been  stayed,  and  heallhi 
and  business  resumed  their  wonted  influence  in 
that  city. 

By  a report  or  communication  of  the  mayor  of 
the  city  of  New  York  to  the  common  council,  made 
on  tlie  25th  of  November  last,  and  by  that  officer 
recently  transmitted  to  me,  it  is  proposed  to  erect 
a public  hospital  for  fever  patients,  at  a convenient 
distance  from  the  city,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease;  and  to  which,  it  is  confidently  expected, 
persons  will,  without  reluctance,  suffer  themselves 
to  be  removed,  as  the  situation  would  be  more 
healthy,  and  afford  them  pure  air,  good  nurses,  and 
the  best  medical  advice  and  attendance.  While  an 
estaolishment  of  this  sort  would  be  of  the  greatest 
advantage  to  the  metropolis,  it  would  have  the 
additional  recommendation  that  its  doors  would 
necessarily  be  open  to  receive  nonresident  patients 
wno  might  take  the  infection  wdiile  in  the  city;  and 
it  being  manifest  that  such  a measure  must  essen- 
tially contribute  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  a por- 
tion of  our  fellow  citizens,  if  not  prevent  the  ruin- 
ous consequences  of  the  disorder  to  the  city  and 
country  altogether,  and  thus,  in  a precautionary,  as 
well  as  philanthropic  point  of  view,  promote  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  both,  their  interests  in 
that  respect  being  mutual.  It  is  submitted  to  your 


justices  of  the  supreme  court,  I visited  the  prison 
at  Auburn,  and  from  the  representation  of  the 
inspectors,  connected  with  actual  observation,  1 
am  perfectly  persuaded,  that  experience  there 
auUiorized  by  a late  statute,  has  fully  deraonsirat 
ed,  that  solitary  conunement  w’iihout  labor,  and 
wliere  the  prisoner  is  restricted  in  his  diet,  limit 
ing  such  imprisonment  in  its  duration,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  presents  the  best 
means  of  reclaiming  the  offender;  and,  according 
to  the  benign  intentions  of  our  penitentiary  system, 
of  filling  liim  for  future  usefulness,  in  case  he 
siiould  thereafter  be  restored  to  society.  I recom- 
mend this  highly  interesting  subject  to  your  seri- 
ous and  mature  deliberation,  in  the  hope  ^h.at  you 
will  come  to  such  results  as  will  effectually  insure 
the  important  object  intended  by  the  introduction 
of  this  humane  and  valuable  principle  into  our 
criminal  code. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  the  ca- 
nal sy.stem,  so  wisely  adopted  and  successfully 
pursued  in  the  state,  promises  to  realize  the  expec- 
talior.s  of  the  community.  The  convenience  already 
afforded  to  the  inhabitants,  by  the  facility  with 
whicii  the  products  of  the  country  may  be  brought 
to  market,  has  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  hopes 
of  its  warmest  supporters. 

From  a general  view  of  l!ie  state  of  the  treasury, 
it  appears  that  the  receipt's  during  the  year  ending 
theoOih  November,  1822,  were  ^915, fOS  39;  which 
together  with  the  sum  reniainiiig  in  the  treasury 
on  that  day,  amount  to  §^>^32,919  42-  The  pay- 
ments during  the  same  period,  were  924,094  89; 
Heaving  a balance  in  the  treasury  of  108,824  53;  of 
which,  however,  only  g>27,453  66  can  be  applied 
to  the  ordinary  expenses  of  government,  the  resi- 
due being  appropriated  for  specific  purposes.  The 
public  debt  on  the  1st  of  Dec.  1822,  amounted  to 
^5, 423, 500,  of  which  4,243.500  are  for  monies  bor- 
rowed to  complete  the  canal, Several  specific 

sources  of  revenue,  such  as  the  duties  on  salt,  sales 
at  auction,  the  commutation  for  the  tax  on  steam 
boat  passengers,  and  the  canal  tolls,  are  appropri- 
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consideration  whether  some  legislative  assistance 
ought  not  to  be  afforded  to  encourage  so  humane 
and  useful  an  undertaking. 

I congratulate  you  also,  fellow  citiz  ens,  upon  the 
prosperous  condition  of  our  country.  We  have 
maintained  peace  with  all  nations;  our  foreign  re- 
lations have  continued  undisturbed,  and  the  high  re- 
putation of  our  national  government  is  still  the  theme 
of  every  patriot,  and  the  admiration  of  the  world. 

The  prosperity  of  our  state,  in  its  agricultural, 
manufacturing  and  commercial  relations,  and  the 
many  other  blessings  which  by  divine  Providence 
we  are  permitted  to  enjoy,  call  for  our  most  sin- 
cere  aspirations  of  gratitude  and  praise;  and  while 
I shall  earnestly  pray  for  their  continuance,  I pledge 
myself  to  unite  with  you  in  every  measure  to  pre- 
serve the  honor,  secure  the  rights,  and  perpetuate 
the  freedom  and  happiness  of  our  beloved  country* 
Albany,  Jan.  7, 1823.  JOSEPH  C.  YATES. 


Franklin  and  Adams. 

At  a public  meeting  lately  held  in  Albany,  to  take 
measures  in  aid  of  the  cause  of  the  Greeks,  the 
honorable  Mr.  Van  Ness,  in  a speech  which  he 
made  in  support  of  the  question  before  the  meet- 
ing, alluded  to  the  foreign  aid  received  by  this 
country  in  our  struggle  for  independence,  in  the 
following  terms: 

“What  would  America  have  done  in  1775,  with- 
out the  loan  of  arms  and  ammunition,  which  a few 
merchants  generously  advanced  on  the  credit  of  a 
government  which  was  then  supposed  by  many  as 
ephemeral  in  its  existence,  and  that  it  soon  would 
be  crushed  into  nonentity  by  the  strong  arm  of 
power.  Dr.  Franklin,  with  the  powers  of  argument, 
like  his  own  electricity,  at  once  clear  and  irresisti- 
ble, satisfied  the  Dutch  merchants  of  the  propriety 
of  the  loan;  and  his  memory  will  be  honored  by 
every  patriot  forever.” 

The  learned  and  venerable  Judge  VanderKemp 
has  addressed  a letter  to  Mr.  Van  Ness  to  correct 
ftn  error  of  fact  in  the  passage  above  extracted,  the 
material  of  which  is  as  follows: 

“The  fact  is,  the  compliment  you  intended  to 
pay,  is  justly  due  to  John  Adams,  and  not  to  Dr. 
Franklin.  Nevertheless,  he  was  there  respected, 
admired  as  a patriot,  and  still  more  as  a philoso- 
pher. The  Dutch  were  tolerably  well  informed  of 
the  situation  of  the  thirteen  States;  they  considered 
America  as  the  future  temple  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty — as  the  altar  for  the  purest  sacrifices  of  arts 
and  science — as  the  refuge  for  all  that  was  wise 

and  good  in  sinking  Europe. But  except  that 

Franklin  obtained  a secret  claim  by  private  corres- 
pondence,  he  had  no  share  whatever  in  persuading 
the  Dutch  to  send  their  money  to  America,  or  even 
to  provide  it  with  ammunition  and  arms.  The  lat- 
ter was  owing  to  enterprizing  Dutch  merchants, 
ready  to  send  a vessel  to  hell  (as  one  of  them  told 
Frederick  Henry)  at  the  risk  of  singeing  her  sail, 
if  there  was  a prospect  of  advantage.  Amos  Tean 
dispatched  three  vessels  with  such  cargoes,  on  his 
own  account.  The  first,  that  the  Dutch  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  practical  situation  of  America, 
was  not  the  work  of  Franklin,  but  effected  by  the 
pensionary  Van  Berckel,  the  undaunted  Baron  Van- 
der  Capellen  tot  de  Pol,  and  that  brilliant  lumina- 
ry, John  Luzac.  The  patriotic  labors  of  two  of  our 
eminent  statesmen,  governors  Trumbull  and  Liv- 
ingston, were  published  in  Dutch  by  Junius  Brutus, 
who,  in  a concise  manner,  drew  a parallel  between 
the  republic  of  America  and  that  of  the  United 
Provinces— laid  open  the  basis  of  their  confedera- 


tion— answered  the  objections,  and  gave  the  pre- 
ference, if  any  was  due,  to  that  of  the  thirteen  Uni- 
ted States.  Thus,  individuals  defended  our  noble 
cause  in  public  prims  and  the  state  assemblies.-— 
Individuals  eternized  our  achievements  with  gold 
and  silver  medals— but  the  nation,  as  far  as  it  de- 
served the  name  of  republican,  favored  the  Ameri- 
can cause.  The  majority  of  the  merchants  in  Hoi. 
land;  the  majority  of  the  freeholders  in  Friesland; 
the  most  eminent  men  in  talents  and  wealth,  pro- 
moted our  triumph.  While  many  opened  their 
purses  liberally,  a few  drew  manly  their  sword, 

“Franklin  did  not  procure  to  America  the  Dutch 
loan;  but  his  courtesy  and  kindness  towards  me 
can  never  be  forgotten:  it  -was  John  Adams,  by  -whose 
skilful  negotiations  this  loafi  -was  obtained,  and  -would 
have  failed  -without  him.  John  Adams  had,  during 
his  long  residence  m that  country,  gained  the 
hearts,  esteem,  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom 
he  conversed.  Merchants,  nobles,  patricians,  men 
of  talents  and  learning,  surrounded  him,  listened 
to  him,  admired  him,  and  were  instructed  by  him. 
The  Capellens,  de  Gyzeber,  Van  Berckel,  John 
Luzac,  P.  PauUs,  Calkoen,  the  Van  Staphorsts,  the 
Willinks,  and  de  Neufvilles,  were  among  them. 

“His  affability,  republican  firmness,  integrity, 
and  patriotic  virtues,  gained  him  their  affection — 
acquired  him  their  public  enconiums  and  festivals, 
and  made  him  master  of  their  purses,  notwithstand- 
ing the  intrigues  of  a powerful  court.  Scarce  was 
the  loan  opened,  when  Capellen  Van  de  Pol  signed 
30,000  gl  ; Capellen  Van  de  Marsch  30,000  more, 
and  many  patriots  smaller  sums  of  their  scanty  re- 
venue. John  Adams  loved  and  revered  the  Dutch. 
He  taught  them  to  respect  and  admire  the  Ameri- 
cans more  and  more,  .and  the  Almighty  crowned 
their  wishes  and  heard  their  prayers  for  our  final 
success  in  the  consolidation  of  our  glorious  inde- 
pendence. I know  you  will  thank  me,  sir,  for  cor- 
recting this  error.  Thou  art  an  American,  with 
some  Dutch  blood  in  your  veins.  You  are  willing, 
sir,  to  give  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due.  I cordially 
unite  with  you  in  gratitude  to  that  worthy  patriot, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  you  will  not  withhold  the 
praise  due  to  John  Adams.  I remain,  with  esteem, 
}Our*s  sincerely. 

FR.  ADR.  VANDER  KEMP. 

Oldenbarneveld,  oOthJS'ov.  1822.” 

Battles  w^ith  Mice. — A French  paper  of  Oct.  8, 
has  a curious  account  of  the  ravages  of  Mice  on  the 
borders  of  the  Rhine.  It  had  already  had  occasion 
to  speak  of  them  before,  and  they  w'ere  then  stated 
to  have  attacked  the  seeds,  and  done  much  mis- 
chief. In  the  circle  of  Lower  Rhine,  in  consequence 
of  a public  recommendation  to  construct  ditches' 
for  their  destruction,  44.053  had  been  taken  in  8 
days  in  the  environs  of  Wurtzburgh,  without  their 
numbers  appearing  to  be  diminished.  In  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Kreuznacb,  the  authorities  required  of 
the  Inhabitants  a weekly  tribute  of  a certain  num- 
ber of  these  animals;  and  while  the  men  of  proper- 
ty hunted  them  in  a kind  of  chase,  the  poor  were 
hawking  them  about  the  streets  in  bags,  at  20kreut- 
zers  (15  sols)  a hundred.  [It  was  an  archbishop  of 
Meniz,  Hatto  ll.  who  is  reported  in  history  to  have 
been  eaten  by  rats,  for  his  cruelty  during  a famine» 
to  the  poor,  whom  he  lodged  in  a great  barn,  and 
burnt  them  all  in  the  night,  saying,  that  those  were 
the  rats  that  devoured  his  corn.  Pursued  by  these' 
divine  executioners  from  place  to  place,  he  fled  for 
shelter  to  a castle  on  an  island  in  the  middle  of  the 
Rhine,  where  they  swain  after  him,  and  never  left 
him  till  they  had  eaten  him  alive. 
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Law  Cases. 

OPINION  OF  JUDGE  TUCKER, 

Pronounced  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  county  of  St. 

Louis,  JMiasouri. 

Stephen  Glasscock‘S 
vs,  > 

Enoch  Steen.  j 

The  plaintiff  having  obtained  a judgment  of 
this  court  against  the  defendant,  sued  out  a writ  of 
capias  ad  satisfaciendum.  To  this  a return  is  made, 
in  substance,  as  follows:  “That  the  sheriff  did  not 
take  the  body  of  the  defendant,  because  he  had  en- 
tered into  bond  with  security  for  the  payment  of  the 
judgment,  at  the  end  of  two  years  and  a half 
from  the  date.” 

The  plaintiff  moves  for  an  alias  writ  of  capias  ad 
satisfaciendum. 

The  defendant  relies  on  the  statute  of  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  providing  for 
the  stay  of  executions. 

The  plaintiff  contends  that  the  statute  is  uncon- 
stitutional and  void: 

1.  As  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts; 

2.  As  authorizing  a tender  of  property  instead  of 
gold  or  silver; 

3.  As  delaying  the  administration  of  justice  and 
right. 

The  statute  enacts  that  proceedings  shall  be 
staid  for  two  years  and  a half,  on  all  executions, 
whereon  the  plaintiff  shall  not  endorse  that  he  will 
take  property  in  payment  at  two  thirds  of  its  ap- 
praised value,  the  defendant  giving  bond  with  se- 
curity for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  or  pledging  real 
property  therefor.  Where  this  is  done,  the  she- 
riff is  directed  to  release  the  person  or  property 
taken  in  execution. 

Let  us  take  up  the  objections  to  the  law  in  the 
order  in  which  they  stand,  and  consider 

1.  Whether  it  impairs  the  obligation  of  contracts? 

Authorities  on  this  question  are  rare,  but  as  far 
as  authority  may  govern  on  such  a point,  they  are 
conclusive. 

A law  essentially  similar  to  this  was  passed  in 
North  Carolina  in  1812.  By  the  supreme  court 
of  that  state  it  was  pronounced  unconstitutional 
and  void,  in  the  case  of  Crittenden  vs  Jones,  {Ame- 
rican Law  Journal,  vol  5, page  520)  as  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts.  In  deciding  that  case  it 
is  shown  by  the  court  that  the  practice  of  passing 
such  laws,  was  the  evil  against  which  the  consti- 
tution meant  to  guard,  in  prohibiting  the  states  to 
pass  laws  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
and  that  it  was  so  received  and  understood  at  the 
time. 

In  the  course  of  his  argument  the  judge  observes, 
that  “the  right  to  suspend  the  recovery  of  a debt 
for  one  period,  implies  the  right  to  suspend  it  for 
another,  and  as  the  state  of  things,  which  called  for 
the  first  delay,  may  continue  for  a series  of  years, 
the  consequence  may  be  a total  stagnation  of  the 
business  of  society,  by  destroying  credit  and  con- 
fidence among  the  citizens.” 

I believe  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  an  instance 
in  which  such  a state  of  things  has  not  been  kept  up 
by  such  remedies,  and  has  not  continued  to  increase 
until  they  were  laid  aside. 

The  same  judge  tells  us,  on  the  authority  of  his- 
tory,  that  no  sooner  had  the  use  of  such  expedi- 
ents ceased,  in  consequence  of  the  adoption  of  the 
federal  constitution,  than  “public  credit  was  reani- 
mated, the  owners  of  property  and  the  holders  of 
money  freely  parted  with  both,  well  knowing  that 
Sup.  to  Vol.  XXn—16. 


rno  future  law  could  impair  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts.” 

In  the  same  book,  (page  507),  judge  Washington 
says,  “What  is  the  obligation  of  a contract?  It  is 
to  do  or  not  to  do  a certain  thing;  and  this  may  be 
either  absolutely,  or  under  some  condition,  imme- 
diately or  at  some  future  time  or  times,  and  at  some 
specified  place.  A law,  therefore,  which  autho- 
rizes the  discharge  of  a contract  by  a smaller  sum, 
or  at  a different  time,  or  in  a different  manner  than 
the  parties  have  stipwlated,  impairs  its  obligation, 
by  substituting,  for  the  contract  of  the  parties,  one 
which  they  never  entered  into,  and  to  the  perform- 
ance of  which  they  of  course  never  consented. — 
The  old  contract  is  completely  annulled,  and  a le- 
gislative Contract  imposed  on  the  parties  in  lieu 
thereof.  That  a law  which  declares  an  existing 
contract  to  be  void,  impairs  its  obligation,  will,  I 
presume,  be  admitted  by  all  men  who  can  under- 
stand the  force  of  the  plainest  terms;  or,  if  not  so, 
I should  be  curious  to  know  in  what  manner  the  ob- 
ligation of  a contract  can  be  impaired.  And  if  this 
be  the  effect  of  such  a law,  in  what  respect  does  it 
differ  from  another,  w-hich  declares  that  a debt, 
consisting  of  a specified  sum,  and  due  at  an  ap- 
pointed period  of  time,  shall  be  discharged  at  a 
more  distant,  or  indeed  a different  time,  or  with  a 
a smaller  sumi’  The  degree  of  injury  to  the  credi- 
tor may  not  be  so  great  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other,  but  the  principle  is  precisely  the  same.** 

Such  is  the  language  of  authority  on  this  subject. 
In  a late  case,  judge  Haywood,  in  Tennessee,  has 
pronounced  on  the  same  principles,  that  such  a. law 
impairs  the  obligation  of  contracts,  and  is  there- 
fore void;  and  he  too  bears  the  strongest  testimo- 
ny, from  his  own  observation,  to  the  tendency  of 
such  laws  to  increase  the  evils  they  profess  to  re- 
medy. And  here  we  find  the  reason  of  the  consti- 
tutional provision.— -Human  ingenuity  cannot  ima- 
gine any  other  motive  for  it  than  to  prevent  laws  of 
this  sort.  The  object  was  two-fold. 

1.  To  protect  the  people  of  the  several  states 
from  the  errors  of  a short  sighted  policy,  goaded 
by  distress,  and  rushing  blindly  upon  measures, 
the  evils  of  which  are  not  to  be  foreseen,  but  by 
those  master  statesmen  whose  services  the  local 
governments  might  not  be  capable  of  appreciating, 
or  at  all  times  have  at  their  command. 

2.  To  preserve  peace  among  the  states  by  insur- 
ing the  free  collection  of  debts,  the  obstruction  of 
which  is  numbered  among  the  causes  of  war. — That 
this  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  framers  of 
the  constitution  is  manifest.  See  the  Federalist, 
pages  37  and 43l.  In  the  latter  passage  the  author 
•peaks  of  the  “fraudulent  laws  which  had  ^been 
passed  in  too  many  states,”  and  of  the  “constitu- 
tional guards”  which  had  been  provided  against 
them.  Where  shall  they  be  found,  but  in  this 
clause  i and  where  do  we  find  the  motive  to  this 
law,  but  in  the  alledged  necessity  to  do  something 
to  keep  all  the  money  from  being  carried  out  of  the 
country?  Or,  in  other  words,  to  keep  the  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia  from  recovering  their  debts 
here.  But  for  the  federal  constitution,  the  law  ia 
question  would  justify,  and  might  produce,  an  ap- 
peal to  arms.  The  constitution  forbidding  that, 
sought  to  render  it  unnecessary  by  declaring  that 
the  states  should  not  make  laws  impairing  the  ob- 
ligation of  contracts. 

In  opposition  to  these  authorities  it  is  contended 
that  the  occasions  of  justice  require  that  the  le- 
gislature should  be  at  liberty  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  light  of  experience,  in  adapting  remedies  to 
rights,  and  in  regulating  the  proceedings;  that 
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this  has  always  been  piac’ised  ; that  the  actual  re- 
merlies,  Uierefore,  afforded  by  existing  laws,  al 
though,  perhaps,  in  the  contemplation  of  the  par- 
ties to  a contract,  cannot  be  regarded  by  them  as 
the  essence  of  it;  and,  consequently,  that  to 
change  the  remedy  is  not  to  change  the  cor  tract. 
■Were  this  argument  as  conclusive  as  it  is  specious, 
it  would  not'  weigh  much  against  the  clear  and 
strong  evidence  of  an  universal  practical  contem- 
poraneous exposition,  and  would  o?  ly  show  that  the 
convention  had  illy  chosen  the  terms  which  they 

used. But  what  does  argument  prove?  That  to 

change  the  remedy  is  not  to  change  the  contract; 
to  destroy  the  remedy  is  not  to  destroy  the  conlracr. 
Granted;  but  this  does  not  prove  that  to  impair 
or  destroy  the  remedy  does  not  impair  or  destroy 
the  obligation  of  the  contract. 

The  n>oral  obligation  of  a contract  is  in  the  con- 
science of  the  parly.  With  this  the  law  can  have 
nothing  to  do.  It  can  neither  increase  nor  aiminish 
it.  The  only  obligation  on  which  the  law  can  act, 
is  the  legal  obligation,  and  it  can  only  act  on  that 
by  giving  or  w'hilhholding  sanctions  and  remedies. 
It  is  in  these  the  legal  obligation  consists.  To  say, 
therefore,  that  the  law  shall  not  impair  the  obliga- 
tion of  cou'vracts,  is  to  speak,  of  course,  of  their 
legal  obligation,  w’hich  alone  the  law  can  impair, 
and  is  to  say  that  it  shall  not  impair  the  remedies 
in  which  alone  that  obligation  is  to  be  found. 

It  is  a part  of  the  history  of  the  constitution  that 
Ibis  clause  at  first  contained  a prohibition  to  * alter 
contracts.'*  The  phrase  was  doubtless  changed,  be- 
cause a fitomen«’s  consideration  would  show  that 
contracts  cannot  be  altered  by  any  power  but  that 
of  the  parties  themselves.  Abolish  the  remedies, 
destroy  the  evidences;  forbid  the  execution;  yet 
tne  contract  remains.  It  is  registered  in  heaven, 
and  roust  continue  the  same  forever. 

The  contract  itself,  therefore,  and  the  moral 
obligation  of  the  contract  are  alike  impassive  to 
the  power  of  the  law.  And  yet  we  are  told  that 
we  shall  construe  the  constitution  as  if  int^ded  to 
protect  what  cannot  be  assailed;  as  car^uily 
guarding  contracts  on  that  side,  where  the  very  na- 
ture of  things  interposes  an  impassible  barrier, 
and  leaving  open  the  only  avenue  by  which  danger 
can  enter.  The  law  does  not  deal  in  abstract  mora- 
lity. It  docs  not  say  merely  that  a man  ought  to 
pay  his  deb'S.  It  says  lie  sJiall  pay  them,  and  de- 
clares its  readiness,  and  provides  its  remedies  to 
oblige  him  to  pay  them.  If  it  takes  away  these  re- 
medies,  and  refuses  to  oblige  him  to  pay,  it  surely 
takes  away  all  the  obligation  it  can  create  or  de- 
stroy. 

The  objection  is  here  urged  that  this  construc- 
tion would  make  the  existing  remedies  unaltera 
ble  as  to  existing  contracts,  however  necessary  to 
the  purposes  of  justice  the  modification  might  ap- 
pear. The  answer  to  this  is  obtained  by  asking 

what  are  the  purposes  of  justice  To  ascertain 
and  to  ei  force  the  rights  of  parlies.  We  look  to 
the  laws  to  enforce  our  rights.  I s remedies  are 
ready,  but  we  must  first  show  the  case  which  en- 
titles us  to  the  use  of  them.  He  who  is  interested 
to  dispute  our  pretensions  has  a right  to  be  heard. 
,Ii. slice  requires  this,  and  prescribes  some  delay. 
I IS  fairly  a matter  of  discretion  to  say  how  muci. 
is  necessary.  But  when  legal  investigation  is  gone 
through;  when  the  enquiries  of  just  ce  aie  an 
s tred,  it  is  no  longer  a question  of  much  or  lit- 
tle. It  is  then  ascertained  that  the  demands  ot  the 
party  ought  to  have  been  long  since  satisfied,  an. 
instead  of  prescribing  farther  delay,  instead  o 
Withholding  appropriate  remedies^  And  cloggu>g 


rights  no  log  ger  questioned,  with  new  and  unexpect- 
ed conditions,  justice  may  rather  be  supposed  to 
lament  that  she  had  not  been  more  lynx-eyed  in  the 
discovery  of  truth,  and  that  her  authority  had  been 
so  long  suspended  during  the  process  of  investiga- 
tion. In  every  instance  we  are  obliged  to  do  some 
injustice  to  avoid  a greater;  to  deny  a right  for  a 
season,  lest  we  should  precipitately  enforce  a 
wrong.  To  modify  remedies,  therefore,  in  this 
view,  is  not  to  impair  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
it  is  to  regulate  the  means  of  ascertaining  them.- 
If  enf  reed  a soon  as  ascertained,  the  w’llful  de- 
nial of  right  cannot  be  imputed.  As  soon  as  it  is 
known  to  be  right,  it  is  no  longerHenied.  But  the 
modification  of  remedies  does  not  stop  with  the 
judgment.  This  is  true.  Justice  is  not  only  watch- 
ful not  to  award  what  is  wrong,  but  to  see  that  her 
behests  are  obeyed.  How  lo  g a timie  shall  be  ne- 
cessary to  carry  them  into  effec.;  how  long  it  shall 
be  before  the  acts  of  her  ministerial  officers,  done 
in  virttie  of  her  authority  shall  be  finally  i specied, 
and  ratified  or  annulled,  is  again  a fair  mailer  of 
discretion.  Remedies  may  also  be  modified  as  ta 
their  form.  About  this  justice  is  indifferent. 
But  justice  requires  that  they  shall  be  effectual. 
Prima  f cie,  all  final  process  is  so.  The  attach- 
ment in  chancery  has  been  found  as  efficacious  as 
the  feri  facias  at  common  law;  and  the  immunity 
of  land  fron»  sale  for  debt  is  seldom  inconvenient., 
where  the  writ  of  capias  ad  satisfaciendum  is  back- 
ed by  strong  jails.  Some  one  of  these  writs  may 
well  be  taken  away,  and  adequate  remedies  remain-. 
A due  respect  to  the  obligation  of  contracts  re- 
quires adequate  remedies,  and  requires  no  more. 
It  leaves  the  legislature  free  to  choose  whether 
the  performance  shall  be  compelled  by  imprison- 
ment, or  extorted  by  sequestration,  or  accom- 
plished through  the  intervention  of  an  officer,  by 
actual  seizure  and  sale,  but  it  does  not  allow  that 
that  which  has  been  long  due,  stiall  not  be  paid 
for  two  years  and  a half  to  come. 

And  this  is  the  a-  swer  to  what  has  been  said  of 
the  power  of  the  legislature  to  take  away  the  capias 
ad  satisfaciendum,  from  which  is  inferred,  as  of 
course,  a power  to  change  its  operation.  No  mat- 
ter what  remedies  they  take  away,  if  they  leave 
others  which  are  adeqiuite,  the  constitution  is  not 
violated,  for  the  obligation  of  contracts  is  enforc- 
ed. Not  so  where  they  render  ail  inefficacious. 

But  the  court  can  oaly  act  by  writs  given  by  law, 
and  these  might  be  all  abolished. 

Let  this  be  so — and  if  power  constituted  right, 
the  argument  would  be  unanswerable.  But  it 
would  only  prove  that  there  is  a mode  by  which 
the  1*  gislature  might  violate  the  constitution  with- 
out the  co-operation  ot  the  judiciary.  I he  same 
thing  may  be  said  of  the  alleged  power  to  repeal 
the  law  establishing  the  terms  of  courts.  Such 
laws  would  execute  themselves.  Evading  the  au- 
thority of  the  courts  they  would  only  defy  that  of 
the  PEOPLE  and  of  god.  But  here  the  courts  are 
called  upon  to  act  Their  judgment  is  unquestion- 
ed; their  process  issues;  its  mandate  is  disregard- 
ed; and  they  are  required  .o  ratify  what  is  done^ 
and  excuse  what  is  omitted.  If  they  do  this,  they 
loo  become  parties  to  the  violation  of  the  obliga- 
tion of  contracts. 

2.  But  it  is  farther  objected,  that  this  law  con- 
travenes that  provision  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  St;;tes,  which  prohibits  the  states  trom 
making  any  but  gold  and  silver  a tender  in  pay- 
ment of  debts.  To  make  any  thing  eisi  a tender, 
is  commonly  understood  to  iiit  an  that  the  creditor 
lake  tfiat  of  nouang.  The  evil  is  lo  forcing 
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it  upon  him.  Both  in  that  case  an'i  in  this  th  ' 
Tneans  use^^,  do  not  amount  to  ahsohi^e  compul 
sion.  Noihing"  more  is  done  than  to  withhold  th 
debt,  and  drive  him,  hy  necessity,  to  acfree  to  tak' 

something  else  in  discharg-e  of  it. vVhere  the 

alternative  is  to  take  the  thin^  tendered,  or  los*' 
the  debt,  the  law  is  stire  of  producing  its  effect, 
and,  therefore,  in  the  certainty  of  the  mischief 
differs  from  one  which  holds  out  inducements 
not  so  stronpf;  but  where  they  happen  to  be 
adequate  to  the  ptirpose,  the  mischief  is  th^ 
same  in  quality  and  defjree.  The  evil  of  tender 
laws  is  t!ie  denial  of  rights,  unless  the  party  will 
accede  to  terms  for  which  before  there  was  no  sti- 
pulation. Why  shall  he  recover  at  all  ? Why  anv 
specific  sum  ? Bee  .use  the  o her  oarty  contracted 
to  pay.  But  the  other  nartv  contracted  to  pay  al- 
so at  a cer.ain  time,  and  this  is  as  much  a part  of 
the  coniract  as  the  sum.  Both  are  equally  the  oh- 
jects  of  his  rights,  and  both  are  secured  by  the 
same  engagement.  On  what  principle  can  we  im- 
pose conditions  on  the  performance  of  one  part  of 
the  contract,  and  not  on  the  other.  lean  see  no 
diflerence  b'^tween  compelling  the  party  to  vvait 
for  his  money  and  compelling  him  to  lose  a part 
of  it,  unless  he  will  accept  the  tender. — lo  neither 
ease  do  we  literally  tell  the  plaintiff  that  lie  shall 
lose  his  debt  unless  be  assents.  We  only  mea- 
sure the  degree  of  compulsion  by  the  probability 
of  opposition.  If  a loss  of  10  per  cent,  or  a de- 
delay of  two  years  and  a half  will  not  do,  we  may 
as  well  try  20  per  cent,  loss,  and  five  years  delay. 
We  still  keep  clear  of  the  letter  of  the  constitu- 
tion, according  to  the  above  mentioned  construc- 
tion, for  this  is  not  yet  precisely  what  is  generally 
called  a tender.  The  thing  tendered  is  not  offer- 
ed as  an  equivalent  for  tlie  thing  to  be  lost.  We 
may  go  on  to  99  per  cent,  or  99  years,  and  still 
there  is  said  to  be  no  legal  tender.  But  constitu- 
tions are  not  to  be  so  expounded.  The  comprehen- 
sive views  of  such  instruments  <lo  not  admit  of  that 
technical  nicety  which  pares  down  words  to  their 
narrowest  meaning.  They  must  be  interpreted 
and  administered  in  their  spirit,  and  in  doing  this 
we  must  say  that  the  constitution  forbids,  that  a 
creditor  shall  be  compelled  to  take  any  thing  but 
gold  or  silver  in  payment  of  his  demand,  by  any 
denial  of  justice  in  whole  or  in  part.  Construe 
the  instrument  literally,  and  it  forbids  the  tender; 
the  very  offer.  But  we  know  there  is  no  evil  in  the 
offer.  The  interference  of  the  legislature  to  en- 
force it  is  the  thing  prohibited,  and  there  is  no  ex- 
ception in  favor  of  one  mode  of  interference  rn 
ther  than  another.  In  every  case  the  party  is  not  ab- 
solutely obliged  to  take  the  thing  tendered.  If 
he  prefers,  he  may 'lose  his  debt.  But  he  will 
hardly  make  this  choice.  Nor  would  he  choose  to 
lie  out  of  it  for  for  fifty  years,  or  twenty,  or  ten,  or 
live,  or  perhaps  for  two  and  a half.  If  so,  he  will 
take  the  property,  and  tlien  we  are  told  it  has  not 
been  made  a tender,  I’lie  highwayman,  in  like 
manner,  may  say  he  does  not  rob  lus  victim.  He 
only  presents  his  pistol,  and  demands  the  purse, 
which  the  other  may  refuse  to  give,  if  he  prefers 
to  be  shot.  He  will  hardly  make  this  choice.  Nor 
would  he  choose  to  be  stabbed  with  a sword  or 
dirk,  or  to  be  beaten  with  a cudgel,  if  the  robber 
had  no  other  weapon. — This  would  depend  on  his 
strength  and  courage.  But  where  is  the  difference 
between  the  different  weapons,  when  they  have 
served  their  turn.  To  make  a man  give  up  his 
purse  by  saying,  ‘ you  shall  be  shot,’  ‘ you  shall  be 
stabbed,*  ‘ you  shall  be  beaten  If  you  do  not,’  ' 
robbery ; and  to  make  a man  take  property  in  dis- 


'barge  of  a debt,  by  saying,  ‘you  shall  lose  it, 

>r  * you  shall  not  have  it  for  twenty  years,  or 
-en,  or  five,  or  two  and  a half,  if  you  do  not  take 
it,’  is  making  it  a tender. — Thereis  no  more  harm  in 
the  mere  ofier  than  in  mere  begging.  The  offence 
bi  the  one  case,  and  the  wrong  in  the  other,  are 
ounc!  in  the  means  of  enforcement.  No  matter 
vliat  their  nature  or  degree,  when  the  end  is  ac- 
complished tlie  mischief  is  done,  against  which 
die  law,  in  the  one  case,  and  the  constitution,  ia 
^he  other,  sought  to  protect  us. 

3.  \ third  objection  to  this  law  is  taken  from  the 
constitution  of  this  slate,  whicli  declares  that 
“justice  and  right  ouglit  to  be  administered  with* 
out  sale,  denial,  or  iel  ly.” 

The  question  meets  us  at  the  threslihold  ; “What 
is  delay 

We  may  find  the  answer  in  the  history  of  this 
clause,  and  we  may  find  it  in  the  nature  of  the  thing 
itself. 

Phis  danse  is  Haken  from  magna  charta,  in 
which  the  king,  whose  courts  are  the  fountains  of 
justice  and  right,  declares  that  lie  will  not  deny, 
or  sell,  or  delay,  justice  and  right  to  any. 

The  reason,  as  we  leani  from  the  contempora* 
neous  history  of  England,  was  this,  that  the  king 
bad  been  accustomed  to  interfere  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  and  to  issue  his  mandate  to  the 
judges  to  stay  proceedings  against  those  whom  he 
chose  to  protect. 

“ These  words,*’  says  lord  Coke,  “ have  been 
excellently  interpreted  by  later  acts  of  parliament, 
that,  by  no  means,  common  right  or  common  law 
should  be  disturbed  or  delayed,  no  ! though  it  be 
commanded  under  the  great  seal,  privy  se«l,  or-. 
der,  writ,  letters,  message,  or  commandment, 
whatsoever,  either  of  the  king  or  any  other,  and. 
that  justices  shaU  proceed^  as  if  no  such  writs,  let-i 
lers,  order,  message,  or  other  commandment,  had. 
come  to  them. 

We  see  here  what  this  provision  was  intended  to 
prevent;  and  may  justly  conclude  that  it  was  co- 
oled into  our  constitution  for  the  sa  me  purpose.— 
The  only  question  is  this : “ On  whom  was  it  in- 
tended to  operate  On  those  who,  but  for  this 
restriction,  would  have  had  power  to  delay  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  and  right,  or  on  those  vvho 
bad  it  not  ? On  the  former  certainly.  That  is,  oti 
ihe  legislature.  Hive  any  other  direction  to  the 
operation  of  these  words,  and  they  are  wholly  su- 
perfluous. The  kings  of  England  indeed  acted  by 
particular  mandate,  and  the  legislature  acts  by  ge- 
neral laws.  But  the  evil  is  not  less  for  being  uni- 
versal. Tliere  it  was  bounded  by  the  particular 
case  of  the  individual  whose  interest  was  favored  ; 
here,  when  tlie  views  of  an  individual  are  to  be  fa- 
vored, the  whole  fra  n^  of  the  governnnent  must 
oe  disordered,  and  all  the  streams  of  justice  chok- 
ed up. 

^ Wiien  we  look  to  the  nature  of  the  thing  itself, 
we'are  again  told  of  the  occasional  .necessity  to 
modify  remedies. 

This  cannot  embarrass  us,  unless  we  shut  our 
eyes  to  the  distinction  between  deliberation  and 
lelay.  I have  already,  incidentally,  remarked  on 
diis.  But  if  the  arguinent  is  unsatisfactory,  if  de- 
liberation is  delay,  t.hen  deliberation  itseif  is  un- 
; institutional,  for  “ jvistice  shall  be  administere  J,’* 
iays  the  cosistitution,  “ without  delay.’’  Let  it  ne 
-o ; let  justice  be  done.  But  vv.iat  is  justice 
Vbat  are  the  facts?  shall  we  take  the  olainuff’s 
vord  for  them,  or  send  for  the  defendant,  and  wit- 
jsses,  an  I a jury  ? I’he  c-msir  itimi  guarantet^s 
ail  this,  this  then  is  not  delay;  yet  Ume  is  lost ; and 
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shall  the  defendant  then  be  received  to  say  that  be- 
cause he  has  thus  long  been  indulged,  because  he 
has  baffled  justice  by  a disengenious  denial  of  truth 
for  a time,  that, /or  thisreasorif  awd  ron  wo  otukb, 
he  shall  be  indulged  two  years  and  a half  longer. 

An  extreme  case  is  here  put.  The  legislature, 
we  are  told,  might  set  the  terms  of  court  fifty 
years  apart,  and  this,  it  has  been  argued,  would 
he  constitutional.  It  would  be  a most  unconstitu 
tional  abuse  of  the  constitutional  function;  but 
there  would  be  no  courts  to  pronounce  upon  it.  It 
would,  in  truth,  be  not  so  much  a violation  as  a 
destruction  of  the  constitution.  It  would  be  a dis- 
solution  of  the  government ; yet  it  is  sought  to 
justify  this  act,  by  likening  it  to  that. 

But  within  such  limits  as  the  legislature  may  be 
expected  to  allow  themselves,  in  prescribing  the 
forms  and  seasons  of  deliberation,  there  is  always 
room  to  suppose  that  less  time  than  is  allowed 
would  be  inconvenient.  But  when  deliberation  is 
gone  through,  and  right  is  ascertained,  there  is  no 
pretext  for  delay  beyond  the  physical  necessity  of 
allowing  some  time  to  do  what  is  commanded,  and 
the  obvious  propriety  of  preserving  a con troul  over 
ministerial  officers,  acting  by  the  authority  of  the 
court.  Beyond  this  point  all  hesitancy  is  gratui- 
tous* and  is  delay  within  the  meaning  of  the  con-r 
stitution. 

Now  what  is  here  done  ? The  cause  is  tried  ; 
the  rights  of  the  parties  are  investigated;  truth  is 
developed;  justice  is  ascertained;  judgment  is 
pronounced  finally  and  irrevocably;  and  execution 
has  issued.  The  process  of  the  court  goes  forth 
*s  formerly,  commanding  the  sheriff  to  do  that 
which  has  been  pronounced  to  be  justice  and  right. 
A cQ-ordisiate  member  of  the  government  steps  in, 
and  commands  him  not  to  obey  the  process,  and 
the  court  is  called  on  to  yield  an  active  compliance 
to  this  degradation  of  its  authority  and  delay  of 
Justice  and  right.  Shall  we  do  so  ? Can  we  re- 
gard our  oaths,  and  obey  the  mandate  of  any 
earthly  power,  commanding  us  to  delay  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice  and  right,  ascertained  by 
legal  investigation,  and  witnessed  by  the  record 
^ It  must  not  be.  The  law  is  clearly  unconstitu- 
tional and  void,  and  the  motion  must  be  sustained. 

In  making  this  decision,  I have  not  questioned 
the  power  of  the  legislature  to  modify  or  take  away 
any  of  the  writs  known  to  the  law,  provided  that 
adequate  remedies  are  left.  I shall  not  question 
that  the  “capias  ad  satisfaciendum”  is  the  most 
exceptionable  and  can  be  the  best  dispensed  with. 
But  here  I have  no  choice.  They  all  remain,  but 
the  legislature  have  said  that  none  of  them  shall 
be  executed.  I have  been  forced  to  decide  whe- 
ther the  constitution  shall  be  obeyed,  when  it  says 
that  justice  and  right  shall  be  administered  with- 
out delay,  which  cannot  be  unless  such  final  pro- 
cess as  is  known  to  the  law  be  enforced.  I have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  shall  be.  Technical 
difficulties  shall  not  deter  me  from  the  perfor- 
mance of  this  duty,  nor  will  I seek  to  evade  it  by 
technical  sophistry.  Let  riout  and  justice  be 
done. Feb.  1822. 


Opinion  of  the  same,  delivered  at  the  same  sitting  of 
the  court — on  loan  office  certificates. 

The  state  of  Missouri‘s 
vs.  y 

William  Carr  Lane.  J 

The  legislature  of  this  state,  at  their  summer 
Session  made  all  debts  due  to  the  state,  ot  to  anv^ 


county,  and  all  fines,  and  the  fees  and  salaries  of 
all  public  officers,  payable  in  the  certificates  of  the 
loan  office. 

The  defendant  was  convicted  of  an  assault  and 
battery,  fined  and  committed  to  custody,  until  the 
fine  and  costs  should  be  paid.  Having  paid  his  fine, 
he  now  lenders  the  amount  of  the  costs  in  loan  of- 
fice certificates,  and  prays  to  be  discharged. 

This  motion  is  resisted  on  the  ground  that  these 
Certificates  are  “bills  of  credit,”  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  provision,  prescribing  that  costs  shall  be 
payable  in  that  currency,  is  unconstitutional  and 
void. 

To  this  objection  two  answers  are  made. 

1st.  That  the  legislature  have  the  right  to  pre- 
scribe the  fees  of  clerks  and  sheriffs,  and  a full  con- 
stitutional competency  to  reduce  them  at  pleasure, 
and  to  make  them  payable  in  any  article  they  may 
think  proper. 

2d.  That  the  certificates  of  the  loan  office  are 
not  “bills  of  credit.” 

In  discussing  the  first  point,  let  us  assume  that 
the  certificates  of  the  loan  office  are  “bills  of 
credit”  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States. 

In  what  does  the  evil  of  such  bills  consist  ? 

It  consists  in  throwing  into  circulation  a curren- 
cy destitute  of  intrinsic  value,  or  of  value  less 
than  the  nominal,  and  in  the  destruction  of  confi- 
dence in  public  faith,  resulting  from  the  obvious 
truth,  that  a government  which  anticipates  its  re- 
venue without  measuring  the  degree  of  anticipa- 
tion by  the  extent  of* its  credit,  and  fills  the  chan- 
nels w’hicb  should  bring  wealth  into  its  coffers, 
with  evidences  of  its  own  debts,  deprives  itself 
of  the  means  of  meeting  its  engagements. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  I should  go  into  any  rea- 
soning to  show  how  these  things  are  evils.  It  is 
enough  for  our  present  inquiry  that  they  were  so 
considered  by  the  authors  of  the  constitution,  and 
its  most  enlightened  commentators. 

I shall  at  present  only  glance  at  the  vast  and 
fluctuating  inequality  which  they  must  produce  be- 
tween the  domestic  medium,  and  that  in  which 
foreign  debts  must  be  paid;  the  insecurity  to’  the 
holder  of  such  paper;  the  gambling  spirit  which 
will  be  employed  in  speculating  upon  it,  according 
to  the  occasional  predominance  of  confidence  or 
doubt,  and  the  reckless  and  desperate  extrava- 
gance into  which  the  holders  will  be  tempted. 

These  are  the  mischief  *s  which,  as  we  learn  from 
history,  and  from  writers  on  the  constitution,  were 
imputed  to  “ bills  of  credit.”  They  plainly  shew 
that  the  evil  was  less  in  their  existence  than  in 
their  circulation ; and  we  find  accordingly,  that 
the  issue,  and  not  the  creation,  is  prohibited. — 
We  must  admit,  indeed,  that  unless  permitted  to 
circulate,  they  will  not  be  created.  But  it  is 
equally  clear  that  it  would  have  been  in  vain  to 
prohibit  the  creation,  if  the  circulation  were  per- 
mitted. Such  a prohibition  could  not  have  been 
enforced. 

The  issue  of  * bills  of  credit*  does  not  consist 
in  the  single  act  of  their  delivery  ; for  if  no  means 
were  provided  to  enable  the  holder  to  apply  them 
to  valuable  purposes,  no  one  would  care  to  have 
them. 

It  would  seem  therefore  that  the  arrangements 
and  contrivances  intended  to  give  them  an  ex- 
changeable value,  and  to  promote  their  circulation, 
enter  into  the  nature  of  what  is  called  issuing 
them.  The  principle  of  these  are  not  likely  to 
become  subjects  of  judicial  investigation,!  becaust 
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each  individual  is,  for  himself,  willing  enough  to 
carry  them  into  effect. 

Men  will  always  be  ready  to  pay  their  taxes  and 
fines  in  such  paper,  and  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  ministerial  officers  of  the  government 
will  object  to  receiving  it  for  debts  due  to  the 
State. 

Whatever  we  may  think,  therefore,  of  such  re- 
gulations, they  must  pass  unquestioned,  unless  in 
the  end  the  legislature  itself  should  doubt  the  con- 
stitutional duly,  and  the  constitutional  right,  to 
pass  laws  and  make  appropriations  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  unconstitutional  pledges. 

It  is  only  when  private  rights  are  assailed  that 
the  judiciary  are  called  upon  to  interpose  the 
shield  of  the  constitution  .—  And  this  may  well  be, 
although  the  attack  be  made  on  private  rights  re- 
sulting from  public  duties. 

Whensoever  the  operation  of  an  unconstitution- 
al law  becomes  detrimental  to  the  interest  of  an 
individual,  in  such  a way  as  to  bring  that  matter  to 
the  view  of  a court;  as  soon  as  it  is  pronounced  to 
be  unconstitutional,  its  operation,  as  to  him  and 
the  matter  in  controversy,  must  cease.  The  con- 
stitution prohibits  the  issue  of  bills  of  credit,  and 
by  an  implication  of  the  strongest  necessity,  if  not 
by  the  very  force  of  the  term  issue,  prohibits  all 
contrivances  to  promote  their  circulation  and  to 
give  them  currency;  all  regulations  for  that  pur- 
pose are  therefore  contrary  to  the  constitution  and 
void,  and  such  rights  as  (but  for  their  operation) 
would  be  perfect,  continue  unimpaired. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  the  un- 
constitutionality  of  the  regulation  in  question 
would  seem  to  be  independent  of  that  of  the  loan 
office  itself. 

Supposing  the  loan  office  constitutional,  still 
its  paper  is  not  gold  or  silver,  and  nothing  but  these 
can  be  made  a tender  in  the  payment  of  debts.  It 
is  here  contended  that  the  very  thing  owed  is  pa- 
per— This  is  clearly  a mistake.  The  fee  bills  of 
the  officers  continue  to  be  taxed  in  dollars  and 
cents,  and  the  law  has  no  where  called  this  paper 
by  the  these  names.  If  they  were  put  to  their  ac- 
tion, they  must  necessarily  sue  for  so  many  dollars 
and  cents.  If  they  should  demand  so  much  loan 
office  paper,  the  action  might  be  defeated.  How 
then  can  we  say  that  the  debt  is  in  that  which 
must  not  be  demanded  and  cannot  be  recovered  ; 
or  that  we  can,  consistently  with  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  permit  a tender  of  paper 
when  the  judgment  is  for  specie:  The  demand  once 
ascertained,  and  judgment  rendered,  it  is  like  any 
other  judgment.  It  is  a new  debt  and  the  court 
cannot  look  to  its  origin. 

Waving  this  last  view,  which  may  savor  too  much  of 
technicality,  we  return  to  the  conclusion  drawn 
above,  that  the  mischief  of  bills  of  credit  is  in 
their  circulation,  and  that  all  contrivances  for  their 
circulation  is  contrary  to  the  constitution. 

This  brings  us  directly  to  the  question,  whether 
the  certificates  of  the  loan  office  are  bills  of  cre- 
dit, within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Before  I proceed  to  examine  this,  it  is  proper  to 
remark  on  one  or  two  points  which  incidentally 
present  themselves. 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  to  circulate  an  idea, 
that  the  judiciary  of  this  state  are  interested  to  de- 
clare the  loan  office  unconstitutional.  The  ab- 
surdity of  this  notion  is  so  glaring,  that  its  folly 
almost  excuses  the  wickedness  of  the  attempt  to  un- 
settle the  confidence  of  the  public  in  the  tribunals 
by  which  this  question  must  be  decided.  That  all 


public  officers  were  interested,  that  the  la  wshoulJ 
not  pass,  is  unquestionable. — That  those  whose  sa- 
laries were  fixed  by  the  constitution,  should  view 
with  indignation  an  invasion  of  their  chartered 
riglits,  by  cutting  off  the  springs  from  wliich  alone 
the  funds  for  their  payment  could  be  supplied,  wa* 
to  be  expected.  But  now  that  the  law  has  passed, 
to  imagine  themselves  i.oterested  to  affect  the  de- 
preciation of  the  only  currency  in  which  they  can 
hope  to  receive  their  salaries,  would  be  foolish  in 
the  extreme.  Two  years  nearly  must  elapse  be- 
fore any  thing  else  can  find  its  way  to  the  treasury. 
Whether  their  object  be  to  make  the  best  of  iheir 
oppressed  and  calamitous  situation,  or  to  concili- 
ate those  on  whose  good  pleasure  their  tenure  of 
office  is  to  depend;  it  n\ust  be  their  individual  in- 
terest  to  give  currency  to  the  medium  in  which 
they  are  to  be  paid,  and  to  countenance  the  law 
creating  it. 

These  remarks  are  not  made  as  the  ground  of 
merit  in  the  opinion  I am  about  to  pronounce. 

He  must  be  an  unworthy  pupil  of  the  common 
law,  on  whose  judgment,  in  the  investigation  of  a 
great  question  of  common  right,  personal  consi- 
derations would  weigh  even  as  a feather. 

Another  topic  on  which  1 wish  to  touch  is  this. 
The  monstrous  doctrine  that  courts,  though  con  - 
vinced of  the  unconstitutionality  of  a statute,  are 
still  bound  to  carry  it  into  effect,  is  the  natural  off  - 
spring of  misrule  and  the  parent  of  anarchy,  but 
seems  to  be  not  without  its  advocates  among  men 
whose  years  and  services  entitle  them  to  such  re- 
spect, that  indignation  is  sunk  in  astonishment. 

If  the  judges  are  expected  to  enforce  laws  which 
violate  the  constitution,  the  oath  to  support  it  is 
a mockery  and  an  insult. 

If  the  statute  and  the  constitution  are  at  variance, 
one  is  void.  The  statute  and  the  makers  of  the 
statute,  are  both  the  creatures  of  the  constitution, 
which  alone  gives  authority  to  enact  them,  and 
cannot  be  understood  to  give  authority  to  enact 
what  it  forbids. 

The  constitution  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  while  it  creates  a legislature  to  enact  statutes 
of  a general  nature,  which  may  be  repealed  by  the 
legislature,  it  expressly  declares,  that  the  enact- 
ments of  the  constitution  shall  not  be  repealed  by 
that  body'. 

If  the  authority  of  the  constitution  is  not  to  be 
regarded,  when  it  prescribes  the  mode  in  which 
constitutional  amendments  are  to  be  made,  why 
shall  we  regard  that  part  which  prescribes  the 
manner  of  enacting  ordinary  laws. 

If  the  legislature  is  not  bound  by  the  constitu- 
tion, which  gives  them  the  power  of  making  laws, 
the  people  will  not  be  bound  by  the  laws. 

The  judiciary  and  the  legislature  are  both  the 
creatures  of  the  constitution,  and  co-ordinate. 
Can  this  be  ? if  the  legislature  can  destroy  the 
constitution,  and  the  judges,  at  the  same  time, 
bound  to  support,  but  not  at  liberty  to  do  so  ? 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  a com- 
pact between  several  states — Shall  it  be  in  the  pow- 
er of  one  of  the  parties  to  avoid  it  ? 

The  result  to  which  these  considerations  would 
lead,  is  stigmatized  as  an  assertion  of  judicial  su- 
premacy ; but  there  is  no  such  claim  in  this  de- 
partment. There  is  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  right 
and  duty  which  devolves  on  every  officer,  not 
merely  ministerial,  who  is  called  upon  to  give  effect 
to  the  acts  of  others;  to  disregard  them  if  uncon- 
stitutional in  his  opinion.  It.  isj  the  necessary  ef- 
fect of  being  the  last  to  *ct.  * 
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For  this  doctrine  we  have  thehigh  authority  of  Mr. 
Hamilion  in  the  Federalist,  page  421.  His  language 
is  this,  “ Some  perplexity  respecting  the  rights 
of  the  courts  to  pronounce  legislative  acts  void, 
because  contrary  to  the  constitution,  has  arisen 
from  an  imagination  that  the  doctrine  would  imply 
a superiority  of  the  judicial  over  the  legislative 
power.  It  is  argued  that  the  authority  which  can 
declare  the  acts  of  another  void,  must  nec,,essarily 
be  superior  to  the  one  whose  acts  are  declared 
void;  as  this  doctrine  is  of  great  importance  in  all 
the  American  const  i'  utions,  a brief  description  of  the 
grounds  on  which  it  rests  cannot  be  unacceptable. 

“There  is  no  position  which  depends  on  clearer 
principles,  than  that  every  act  of  a delegated  au- 
thority, contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the  commission 
under  which  it  is  exercised,  is  void  : no  legislative 
act  therefore,  contrary  to  the  constitution,  can  be 
valid : To  deny  this,  would  be  to  affirm  that  the 
deputy  is  greater  than  his  principal,  that  the  ser- 
vant is  above  his  master,  that  the  representatives 
of  the  people  are  superior  to  the  people  themselves. 
That  men  acting  by  virtue  of  powers,  may  do,  not 
only  what  their  powers  do  not  authorize,  but  v/hat 
they  forbid. 

“ If  it  be  said  that  the  legislative  body  are  them- 
selves the  constit.udonal  judges  of  their  own  pow- 
ers, and  that  the  construction  they  put  upon  them 
is  conclusive  upon  the  other  departments,  it  may 
be  answered,  that  this  cannot  be  the  natural  pre- 
sumption, where  it  is  not  to  be  collected  from  any 
particular  provisions  in  the  constitution. — It  is  not 
otherwise  to  be  supposed,  that  the  constitution 
could  intend  to  enable  the  representatives  of  the 
people  to  substitute  their  will  for  that  of  their  con- 
stituents. It  is  far  more  rational  to  suppose  that 
the  courts  were  designed  to  be  an  intermediate 
body  between  the  people  and  the  legislature,  in 
order,  among  other  things,  to  keep  the  latter  with- 
in the  limits  assigned  to  their  authority.,  The  in- 
terpretation of  the  laws  is  the  proper  and  peculiar 
province  of  the,  courts.  A constitution  is,  in  fact, 
and  must  be,  regarded  by  the  judges  as  a funda- 
mental law.  It  must  therefore  belong  to  them  to 
ascertain  its  meaning  as  well  as  the  meaning  of 
any  particular  act  proceeding  from  the  legislative 
body.  If  there  should  happen  to  be  an  irreconci- 
liable  variance  between  the  two,  that  which  has  the 
superior  obligation  and  validity,  ought  of  course 
to  be  preferred;  in  other  words,  the  constitution 
ought  to  be  preferred  to  the  statute. — The  inten- 
tion of  the  people  to  the  intention  of  their  agents. 

“Nor  does  the  conclusion  by  any  means  suppose, a 
superiority  of  the  judicial  to  the  legislative  pow- 
er. It  only  supposes  that  the  power  of  the  people 
is  superior  to  both.  And  that,  when  the  will  of  the 
legislature  declared  in  its  statutes,  stands  in  oppo 
sition  to  that  of  the  people,  declared  in  the  consti- 
tution, the  judges  ought  to  be  governed  by  the  lat- 
ter rather  than  the  former.  They  ought  to  regu- 
late their  decisions  by  the  fundamental  laws,  ra 
ther  than  by  those  which  are  not  fundameutal, 

“The  exercise  of  judicial  discretion  in  deciding 
between  two  contradictory  laws,  is  exemplified  in 
a familiar  instance.  It  not  uncommonly  happens 
that  there  are  two  statutes  existing  at  one  time, 
clashing,  in  whole  or  in  part,  with  each  other,  and 
neither  of  them  containg  any  repealing  clause  or  ex- 
pression. In  such  a case  it  is  the  province  of  the 
courts  to  liquidate  and  fix  their  meaning  and  ope- 
ration ; so  far  as  they  can  by  any  fair  construction, 
be  reconciled  to  each  other,  reason  and  law  con- 
spire to  dictate  that  this  should  be  done;  where 
this  is  impracticable,  it  becomes  a matter  of  ne- 


cessity to  give  effect  to  one,  in  exclusion  of  the 
other.  The  rule  which  has  obtained  in  courts  for 
determining  their  relative  validity  is,  that  the  last 
in  order  of  time  siiall  be  preferred  to  the  first. 
But  this  is  a mere  rule  of  con.struction,  not  deriv- 
ed from  any  positive  law,  but  from  the  nature  and 
reason  of  tlie  thing.  It  is  a rule  not  enjoined  upon 
the  courts  by  legislative  provision,  but  adopted  by 
themselves,  ns  consonant  to  truth  and  propriety, 
for  the  direction  of  their  conduct  as  interpreters 
of  the  law.  They  thought  it  reasonable,  that  be- 
tween the  interfering  acts  of  an  equal  authority, 
that  which  was  last  the  indication  of  its  will,  should 
have  the  preference. — But,  in  regard  to  the  inter.- 
fering  acts  of  a superior  and  subordinate  authority, 
of  an  original  and  derivative  power,  the  nature 
and  reason  of  the  thing  indicate  the  converse  of 
that  rule  as  proper  to  be  followed.  They  leach  us 
that  the  prior  act  of  a superior,  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  subsequent  act  of  an  inferior  and  sub- 
ordinate authority;  and  that  accordingly,  when- 
ever a particular  statute  contravenes  the  constitu- 
tion, it  will  be  the  duty  of  judicial  tribunals  to  ad- 
here to  the  latter  and  disregard  the  former. 

It  can  be  of  no  weight  to  say,  that  the  courts,  on 
the  pretence  of  a repugnancy,  may  substitute  their 
own  pleasure  to  the  constitutional  will  of  the  le- 
gislature : This  might  as  well  happen  in  the  case 
of  two  contradictory  statutes  ; or  it  might  as  well 
happen  in  every  adjudication  on  any  single  statute. 
The  courts  must  declare  the  sense  of  the  law;  and 
if  they  should  be  disposed  to  exercise  will  instead 
of  judgmentt  the  consequence  would  equally  b^ 
the  substitution  of  their  pleasure,  to  that  of  the 
legislative  body.  The  observation,  if  it  proved  any 
thing,  would  prove  that  there  ought  to  be  n» 
judges  distinct  from  that  body.*’ 

He  presently  after  remarks  on  the  independence 
of  the  judges,  that,  “ it  is  equally  requisite  to 
guard  the  constitution  and  rights  of  individuals, 
from  the  effects  of  those  ill  humours  which  the 
acts  of  designing  men,  or  the  influence  of  particu- 
lar conjunctures,  sometimes  desseminate  among 
the  people  themselves,  and  which,  though  they 
speedily  give  place  to  better  information,  and  more 
deliberate  reflection,  have  a tendency  in  the  mean 
time  to  occasion  dangerous  innovations  in  thego- 
vernment  and  serious  oppression  of  the  minor  part 
of  the  community.” 

He  afterwards  adds,  that  “ it  is  easy  to  see  that 
it  would  require  an  uncommon  portion  of  fortitude 
in  the  judges  to  do  their  duty  as  faithful  guardians 
of  the  constitution,  where  legislative  invasions  of 
it  have  been  instigated  by  the  major  voice  of  the 
community.” 

I humbly,  but  confidently  trust,  that  this  portion 
of  fortitude  will  seldom  be  wanting  in  men  bred 
up  in  the  nature  of  the  common  law — and  that  cal- 
culations upon  their  want  of  firmness  will  he  always 
disappointed. 

I might  well  rest  myself  on  this  authority,  but  do 
not  wish  to  pass,  without  animadversion,  a still 
wilder  doctrine  which  is  sometimes  advanced.  It 
is  said,  by  those  who  do  not  believe  themselves,  but 
^re  content  to  take  their  chance  of  being  believei;! 
by  weaker  men,  that  the  constitution  is  not  a thirg 
fixed  and  permanent,  but  fluctuating  with  the 
changing  will  of  the  majority  which  first  created 
it ; that  it  binds  while  it  pleases,  but  no  longer. 
But  whence  comes  the  right  of  this  majority  to 
bind  at  all,  but  from  the  consent  of  the  minority 
10  be  so  bound;  from  the  consent  of  each  individual 
lobe  bound,  when  in  the  minority;  by  others,  for 
the  sake  of  his  equal  chance  to  bind  others,  whei;& 
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he  may  h ippen  to  be  in  the  rtnjoriiy  ? And  where' which  must  Im.g*  remain  unsatisfied,  or  rather,  an 
shall  we  find  this  indispensable  consent  but  in  the  j accumulation  of  guilt,  which  can  be  expiated  nu 
constitution,  that  v'^ry  instrument  which  express- jotlierwise  than  by  a voluntary  sacrifice  on  the  al- 
ly qualifies  the  consent,  by  declaring  that  in  cer- -tar  of  justice,  of  the  power  which  has  been  the 
tain  cases,  and  for  certain  purposes,  the  will  of  a 'instrument  of  it.  In  addition  to  these  persuasive 
mere  majority  shall  not  bind.  jconsideraMons,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  same 

Constitutional  restraints  on  the  power  of  legisla- ireasons,  which  shew  the  necessity  of  denying  to 
tion  are  so  many  stipulnt  oils  of  the  whole  commu-  the  states  the  power  of  regulating  coin,  prove, 
nity,  that  that  necessary  power  shall  not  be  ex-  with  equal  force,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  at  li- 
ercised  for  certain  purposes  They  are  restraints' berty  to  substitute  a paper  medium  in  the  place  of 
imposed  by  general  consent  on  the  majority  for  coin.  Had  every  state  a right  to  regulate  the  voice 
the  time  being,  for  the  benefit  of  the  minority  [of  its  coin — there  might  be  as  many  difierent  cur- 
Of  what  avail  are  they,  if  an  occasional  majority , rencies  as  states;  and  thus  the  intercourse  among 
may  disregard  them?  this  doctrine,  professing  the  jthem  would  be  impeded;  retr  spcctive  alterations 
spirit  of  democracy,  which  refers  all  legitimate  in  its  value  might  be  made,  and  thus  the  ci‘ ;zens 


government  to  the  consent  of  the  governed,  as 
sumes  the  right  to  government,  not  only  without 
their  consent,  but  in  violation  of  the  express  en- 
gagements of  the  governors.  It  results  in  manifest 
usurpation,  and  affords  a new  illustration  of  the 
incontestible  truth  “ that  where  law  ends,  tyran- 
ny begins.”  If  there  be  a single  individual  in  so- 
ciety, for  whom  there  is  no  law,  there  is  no  saf 'ty 
for  any;  and  if  the  power  of  legislation  be  plac- 
esl  in  the  hands  of  men,  who,  in  its  exercise, 
are  subject  to  no  law,  despotism  reigns,  and  pro 


of  the  other  states  be  injured,  .and  animosities 
kindled  among  the  states  themselves.  The  >ub- 
jects  of  foreign  powers  might  suffer  from  the  same 
cause,  and  hence  the  union  discredited  and  embroil- 
ed by  the  indiscretion  of  a single  member!  No  one 
of  these  mischief's  is  less  incident  to  a power  in  the 
states  to  emit  paper  money,  than  to  coin  gold  or 
silver.  The  power  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  or 
silver  a tender  in  the  payment  of  debts,  is  with- 
drawn from  the  states,  on  the  same  principle  with 
that  of  striking  paper  currency  * 


perty,  liberty  and  life  are  insecure;  property  is  al-]  In  this  remarkable  passage  we  find  that  the  pro- 
ways attacked  first,  the  rest  are  sure  to  have  their  jhibition  to  issue  ‘bills  of  credit,’  which,  in  the  con- 
turn.  Utitution,  is  placed  between  that  to  ‘coin  money* 

I have  said  thus  much  because  I am  anxious  to  and  that  to  ‘ make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a 
rescue  from  the  impending  general  destruction  of  tender  in  payment  of  debts,*  is*  referred  to  the 
principle,  one  which  is  the  strongest  safeguard  of  same  principle  whicli  occasioned  the  other  two. 
all  the  rest,  and  is  always  most  vehemently  assail- )Tlie  argument  drawn  from  the  mischiefs  to  be  avoid- 
ed where  the  most  mischief  is  intended.  jed,  can  only  apply  to  such  paper  as  might  be  is- 

We  come  then  to  the  interpretation  of  the  phrase, 'sued  on  the  creditof  any  stale  to  serve  the  purposes 
bills  of  credit  in  the  federal  constitution.  j of  paper  money,  and  will  equally  apply  to  all  such 

I know  of  no  one  thing,  originally  known,  andj  paper  in  whatever  form.  It  may  be  remark -d  too, 
precisely  distinguished  from  all  other  things  of  the  that  of  the  different  names  here  given  to  ‘ bills  of 
like  kind  by  that  name,  as  far  as  my  very  limited  j credit/  three  are  currently  and  commonly  applied 
means  of  research  enable  me  to  go  in  seeking  its  to  the  certificates  of  the  loan  office,  even  by  those 
origin.  It  was  first  applied  to  the  very  frequent,  who  most  warmly  advocate  their  constiiuiionalily. 
but  varioHsly  modified  issues  of  the  American  The  expediency  of  the  issue  has  been  contended 
governments  of  the  Anglo  American  colonies, | for  on  the  aliedged  necessity  for  ‘something  to 
known  in  common  and  popular  language  as  ** paper  serve  the  purposes  of  money  among  ourselves,’  for 
money;"  such  appears  to  have  been  its  received, a ‘domestic  currency,’  a ‘domestic  medium*  of 
meaning  at  the  date  of  the  federal  constitution,  paper.  The  phrase,  ‘ bills  of  credi  ,’ has  not  been 
and  rtiTio'ig  the  authors  of  that  instrument.  used  by  the  advocates  of  the  measure,  fur  an  obvi- 

Mr.  Madison,  in  the  Federalist,  uses  indiffe-  ous  reason.  Kut  this  caution  proves  nothing,  any 
sently  in  the  same  passage  the  words  ‘bill  of  ere-  more  than  tlie  par  icuUr  phraseo!.  .;  of  t .ecerti- 
dit,  paper  money,  paper  medium,  and  paper  cur-  ficates,  whicii  contain  in  feed  no  pro mse  to  pay, 
vency;  the  subject  is  frequently  touched  on  in  the  but  merely  a pledge  hat  they  shall  be  receivable 
course  of  the  work,  but  most  always  in  such  a We»y  in  payment.  If  is  unpo-s.ble  to  take  any  practical 
as  io  snew,  that  the  co  •s'i’ulional  provisif.n  on  t e idi»‘inciion,  between  a prondse  to  pay,  what  never 
subject  was  one  which  needed  not  to  be  vindicai- ' will  be  paid  exc<.p>  by  way  of  discount,  and  a pro- 
ed  or  explained  | mise  to  discount.  If  there  beany  difference,  it  is. 

It  seems  to  have  been  understood  and  approved 'that  paper,  which  can  only  be  discounted,  will  be 
by  every  body,  and  is,  in  general,  only  referred  to,|more  surely  and  eagerly  thrown  into  the  channels 
as  one  of  those  valuable  principles,  the  loss  of]Of  revenue,  and  vniimore  effectually  destroy  the 
which  should  not  be  hazarded,  by  too  anxious  an ! public  credit,  by  intercepting  every  dollar  in  its 
adherence  to  objections  on  points  of  less  momen*: Uvay  to  tne  treasury,  than  if  there  were  a chance  of 
the  passage  I have  mentioned  is  too  striking  to  be  receiving  any  thi  ig  for  it,  after  the  opportunity  of 
omitted.  [paying  it  away  for  axes  had  passed.  Tiie  only  dif- 

‘ The  extension  of  the  prohibition,  (to  coin  mo- ,f-rence,  iherefore,  wiiich  can  be  discovered  between 
Rey,)  to  bills  of  credit,  must  give  pleasure  lo  eve- 1 these  certificates  and  tiie  oLJ  paper  money  of  the 
ry  cifzen,  in  propbrtio  lo  his  i ve  of  j ’siice,  andjstates,  is  one  which  might  aggravate  one  of  the 
his  knowledge  of  the  true  springs  of  public  pros- j greatest  mischiefs  with  which  tsiat  was  chargeable, 
perity;  the  loss  which  America  has  sustained  since  | It  may  be  admitted,  however,  hat  whereastate 
the  peace,  from  the  pestilent  effects  of  paper  mo- j lias  issued  paper  to  iiear  ten  times  the  amount  of 
ney,  on  the  necessary  confidence  between  man  and  | her  an  >ual  revenue,  this  difference  can  be  of  no 
man;  on  the  necessary  confidence  in  the  public i imporiance. 

c<  unciis  ; on  the  industry  and  morals  of  the  peo-|  It  is  interesting  to  ook  at  the  evils  wh'c  had 
pie,  and  on  the  character  of  republican  govern- 1 been  ascertained  by  experience  to  flovi  from  “bills 
ment,  constitutes  an  enor: nous  dtht.  against  theiof  credit’*  and  compare  thim  with  those  which 
chargeable  with  this  unadvised  measure  i w'e  experience. 
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We  are  told  of  their  “ pestilent  effects,  on  the  ne- 
cessary confidence  between  man  and  man.”  The 
effect  with  us  is  such  that  all  confidence  is  utterly 
destroyed,  insomuch  that  no  transaction  is  made 
on  credit,  and  the  few  who  might  command  the 
confidence  of  others,  dare  not  trust  their  own  re- 
sources. Those  who  have  money,  fear  to  use  it  in 
purchases  which  they  would  gladly  make,  and 
which  might  relieve  the  necessities  of  others. 

The  functions  which  credit  formerly  performed 
in  contracts,  must  now  be  performed  by  money,  and 
thus  a much  larger  sum  than  formerly  is  necessary 
for  the  intercourse  between  man  and  man,  while  a 
great  part  of  what  is  actually  in  the  country  is 
withdrawn  from  circulation. 

We  are  told  of  the  “pestilent  effects  of  paper 
money  on  the  necessary  confidence  in  the  public 
councils;”  of  this  too  we  have  the  fullest  experi 
ence. 

The  mere  project  of  a loan  office  reduced  the 
auditor’s  certificates  to  twenty-five  per  cent,  dis- 
count. The  certificates  themselves  have  never 
been  above  thirty-three  and  a third;  they  are  now 
taken  in  payment  of  goods  at  fifty,  and  forty  five 
dollars,  in  specie,  may  sometimes  be  had  for  one 
hundred  of  paper.  This  is  the  work  of  a few  months. 

We  are  told  of  the  ‘pestilent  effects  of  paper 
money  on  the  industry  and  morals  of  the  people.’ 
On  this  subject  let  us  look  to  the  listlessness,  the 
broken-hearted  indifference  to  exertion,  which, 
under  the  pressure  of  great  pecuniary  distress, 
(the  strongest  incentive  to  exertion,  where  every 
ray  of  hope  is  not  excluded),  pervades  the  hardy 
population  of  this  fertile  country.  Let  us  look,  for 
its  effect  on  morals,  to  the  criminal  docket  of  this 
court  at  this  term;  offences,  the  offspring  of  wan- 
tonness, of  folly,  of  desperation,  of  a cultivated 
contempt  for  the  rights  and  feelings  of  others,  and 
disregard  for  the  opinion  of  the  world,  and  disre- 
spect for  what  men  have  been  accustomed  to  hold 
respectable,  and  in  short  of  a total  deprivation  of  the 
moral  sense,  and  dissolution  of  moral  obligation, 
encumber  our  proceedings  and  disgrace  our  re- 
cords. 

When  those  considerations,  which  induced  alike 
the  prohibition  to  “coin  money”  and  to  issue  ‘bills 
of  credit,*  are  spoken  of,  we  are  told  that  the  inter- 
course among  the  states  might  be  impeded.  This 
was  one  of  the  alleged  advantages  of  this  mea- 
sure. 

Kentucky  had  got  the  start  of  us  in  the  paper 
money  system,  and  her  citizens,  finding  there  was 
nothing  else  to  be  had  at  home  for  their  products, 
brought  them  here  and  sold  them  to  us  at  reduced 
prices;  the  advantage  of  this  to  the  consumer  was 
overlooked,  and  we  determined  to  adopt  the  paper 
system,  to  exclude  the  commerce  of  Kentucky. — 
This  purpose  has  been  accomplished.  The  price 
of  produce  has  been  so  reduced,  that  that  of  Ken- 
tucky comes  here  no  longer. 

Instead  of  the  practice  of  nations  foreign  to  each 
other,  to  exclude  each  others  products  in  order  to 
improve  the  market,  we  have  destroyed  the  mar- 
ket to  exclude  foreign  products,  and  the  farmer 
and  consumer  both  suffer.  The  supply  of  necessa- 
ries was  formerly  great,  and  the  price  was  conse- 
quently low:  the  supply  is  now  becoming  scanty, 
but  the  price  is  lower  than  before.  This  was  an 
evil  worth  guarding  against.  The  constitution  of 
the  United  States  ought  to  guard  us  from  it.  We 
have  renounced  its  parental  care,  and  sought  our 
own  destruction,  lis  parental  authority  alone  can 
save  us. 

We  are  told  that  retrospective  alterations  in  the 


value  of  the  currency  might  be  made;  of  this  too 
we  have  had  some  experience. 

There  was  first  an  issue  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand paper  dollars,  with  a pledge  to  give  it  value, 
that  one  tenth  should  be  annually  destroyed.  The 
strong  implication  that  no  more  should  be  issued 
was  disregarded,  and,  in  a few  months  after,  one 
hundred  thousand  were  added.  The  depreciation 
to  fifty,  from  thirty-three  and  a third  per  cent,  dis- 
count, was  the  consequence. 

The  borrowers,  who  bad  paid  their  debts  with  it 
at  the  latter  rate,  could  not  overlook  the  advantage 
of  discharging  with  three  dollars  a debt,  for  the 
loan  of  that  which  had  served  them  the  purpose  of 
four.  The  injustice  to  those  who  had  thus  receiv- 
ed in  payment  was  disregarded.  It  was  natural  to 
suppose  they  were  creditors,  and  when  a state  re- 
sorts to  expedients  of  this  sort,  creditors  are  not 
apt  to  be  favored.  The  proneness  to  this  injustice 
in  small  communities,  in  times  of  general  pecunia- 
ry embarrassment,  was  one  of  the  mischiefs  against 
which  the  constitution  sought  to  guard  us. 

“A  faction”  (says  Mr.  Madison,  in  the  Federal’ 
ist)  “is  a number  of  citizens,  whether  amounting  to 
a majority  or  a minority  of  the  whole,  who  are  uni- 
ted and  actuated  by  common  impulse  of  passion, 
or  of  interest,  adverse  to  the  rights  of  other  citi- 
zens, or  to  the  permanent  and  agregate  interests 
of  the  community.” 

The  remedy  he  proposes,  and  the  only  one  he  ad- 
mits to  be  practicable,  is  the  extension  of  the  go- 
vernment over  so  large  a number  of  people,  and  so 
great  an  extent  of  territory,  as  to  render  such  com- 
binations impracticable.  To  illustrate  this  he  says: 

“A  rage  for  paper  money,  for  an  abolition  of 
debts,  for  an  equal  division  of  property,  or  for  any 
other  improper  or  wicked  project,  will  be  less  apt 
to  pervade  the  whole  body  of  the  union,  than  a par- 
ticular member  of  it.” 

Surely  Mr.  Madison  could  not  have  recommend- 
ed the  constitution  to  the  people,  with  the  proud 
confidence  in  its  excellence,  if  he  had  understood 
it  as  leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  local  legisla- 
ture of  a remote  corner  of  the  union  to  adopt  mea- 
sures which  he  has  stigmatized  with  an  asperity  so 
foreign  to  the  general  mildness  of  his  character, 
deportment  and  style. 

It  is  apparent  then,  from  our  own  experience, 
that  the  certificates  of  the  loan  office  are  within  the 
mischief  contemplated  by  the  constitution  in  the 
prohibition  of  bills  of  credit. 

They  are  equally  within  the  letter— they  are  bills 
—they  are  issued  by  the  state— they  are  issued  on 
credii  of  the  state;  and  though  in  terms  the  are  evi- 
dences of  debt,  yet  in  fact  they  are  advances  of 
the  credit  of  the  state.  Not  that  the  state  in  fact 
receives  credit  in  the  transaction,  for  credit  in  one 
sense  implies  confidence.  But  the  machinery  of  go- 
vernment is  put  in.  motion  to  exact  from  the  whole 
community  a sort  of ‘forced  loan.*  I have  already 
said  that  I know  of  no  one  thing  originally,  and  pre- 
cisely distinguished  from  all  other  things  of  the 
like  kind  by  the  name  of  a bill  of  credit.  I have 
already  referred  to  the  origin  of  the  phrase,  and 
am  at  a loss  to  think  of  one  of  more  comprehensive 
fitness.  It  seems  to  be  a new  arrangement  of 
known  words,  adopted  as  the  the  general  name  of 
all  evidences  of  debt  issued  to  those  to  whom  no 
debt  was  due,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  communi- 
cating credit.  Such  may  be  granted  by  an  indivi- 
dual, without  injury  to  any  one  but  himself,  if  he  be 
solvent — not  so  when  issued  by  a state.  They  then 
become  inevitably  a circtalating  medium  varying  in 
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value  'viUi  all  tin  fliictuatv)ns  of  thf"  public  c )un 
cils,  Hiiil,  if  siiUt-d  to  an  a:r>ouQl '.ear  equal  to  that 
of  one  year’s  revenite,  ^re  sure  to  derange  com- 
merce, u ’.settle  confidence,  and  impoverish  the 
treasury — they  arje  therefore  forbidden.  The  name 
is  I emark.ihle  for  its  comprehensiveness  and  pre- 
cision.  M i.sv  others  might  have  seemed  to  inter- 
fere ’A/jth  ‘.lie  po.ver  of  the  states  to  give  bona  fi  le 
evivlences  of  actual  debts.  The  common  and  p«»- 
puiar  phrase  * paper  mo:.ey,’  would  nave  been  in- 
acciirn'e — v.ie  pape»'  is  not  money,  though  it  is  so 
natural  to  those,  who  u.se  it  as  such,  to  call  it  so, 
that  even  ’he  legislature  speak  of  paying  fees  and 
salaries  in  it,  without  saying  w.hether  it  is  to  be 
ta.ken  at  par  or  not 

In  short,  we  see  in  the  certificates  of  the  loan  of- 
fice all  the  mischiefs  which  occasioned  the  prohi- 
bition of  bills  of  credit,  and  all  the  circumstances 
which  gave  rise  to  the  adoption  of  that  name,  and 
are  constrained  to  pronounce  them  within  the 
meaning  of  that  prohibition;  the  loan  oifice  itself 
an  unconstitutional  institution,  and  all  statutory 
contrivances  to  promote  the  circulation  of  the  pa- 
per, unconstitutional,  void,  and  of  no  effect. 

RELIGIOUS  WORSHIP. 

C Reported  for  the  Steubenville  Gazette.  J 

At  the  term  of  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio,  in 
Columbiana  county,  October,  1821,  an  action  of 
trespass  and  false  imprisonment,  brought  by  one 
Shade  against  K'ertis  and  several  others  of  the  Me- 
thodist society. 

The  defendants,  by  Mr.  Wright,  Iheh*  attorney, 
put  in  the  following  plea  as  a defence  to  the  ac- 
tion, viz. 

“That,  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned  in  the 
declaration,  the  defendants,  with  others,  were  as- 
sembled together  for  the  purpose  of  religious  wor- 
ship and  transacting  other  business  belonging  to 
the  society  of  Methodists,  to  which  they  belong, 
ed;  and,  being  so  assembled,  and  in  the  perform- 
ance of  said  duties,  just  before  the  said  act  com- 
plained of  by  the  said  plaintiff,  he,  the  said  plain 
tiff,  entered  the  said  religious  assembly,  and  then  and 
there  turbulen’ly  and  riotously  disturbed  the  said 
assembly  in  the  devotions  and  exercises  aforesaid; 
whereupon  the  said  defendants,  lo  prevent  said  dis- 
turbance,seized, arrested  and  detained  the  said  Shade 
in  custody,  for  the  space  of  six  hours,  as  by  law  they 
might;  they,  the  said  defendants,  in  said  seizure, 
arrest,  and  detention,  using  no  more  force  than 
was  necessary  for  the  effecting  said  object;  which 
is  the  same  identical  trespass  complained  of  in  the 
declaration,  and  none  other  or  different.” 

To  this  plea,  the  plaintiff,  by  Mr.  Laird,  his  at- 
torney, put  in  a demurrer,  (which  admits  the  facts 
pleaded  to  be  true,  and  relies  on  their  insufficien- 
cy in  law.) 

The  defendants’  counsel  relied  upon  the  third 
section  of  the  law  of  the  state  for  the  prevention  of 
certain  immoral  practices,  vol.  18,  reprinted,  page 
44,  which  is  as  follows That  if  any  person 
shall  at  any  time  interrupt,  molest  or  disturb,  any 
religious  society,  or  any  member  thereof,  when 
meeting  or  met  together  for  the  purpose  of  reli 
gious  worship,  or  of  performing  any  other  duties 
enjoined  on  or  appertaining  to  them,  as  members 
of  such  society,  the  nc-rson  or  persons  so  offending 
may  be  arrested  and  detained  in  custody  not  exceeding- 
six  hours  at  a?iy  one  time,  and  shall  be  fined  in  a 
sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars.” 

The  cause  was  tried  in  the  court  of  common 
pleas,  before  the  president,  Tappun.  and  his  as. 
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sociates,  at  August  court,  and  before  Judges  Pea^ 
and  ffitchcoch  in  the  supreme  court,  to  which  it 
had  been  brought  by  appeal.  The  counsel  contend- 
ed that,  at  common  law,  as  well  as  by  the  statute, 
^verv  religious  socieiy  bad  a legal  right  to  protect 
its-*lf  ill  lime  of  worship  from  dlstur^  ance,  and  to 
arres'  and  confipe,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
meeting,  any  person  who  should  be  so  lost  to  all 
sense  of  propriety  and  decency  as  to  persist  in  in- 
terrupting and  disturbing  them — that  in  such  c.asea 
they  were  not  bound  to  send  for  a justice  of  the 
peace  or  other  magistrate,  make  a complaint,  and 
obtain  a warrant  for  arrest,  because  the  delay  at- 
’ending  such  course  would  render  totally  inefficient 
the  protection  intended  by  the  legi  dature,  as,  in 
many  cases,  no  magistrate  or  constable  would  bo 
at  hand,  and  the  Cvingregation  prevented  from  pur- 
suing their  worship,  which  the  law  was  intended  to 
guard  against;  and  if  the  disturbance  took  place 
on  Sunday,  the  most  usual  time  of  assembling  for 
worship,  the  meeting  would  certainly  be  br  iken 
up,  as  no  court  could  lawfully  be  held  to  try  the 
offender  on  that  day.  That  the  right  to  arrest  and 
detain  was  intended  to  protect  the  worshipper 
while  at  his  devotions — while  the  fine  of  twenty 
dollars  was  intended  as  a further  punishment  of 
the  offender.  It  was  admitted  that  the  fine  could 
only  be  imposed  by  the  magistrate  in  the  usual  way* 
The  court  of  common  pleas  adjudged  the  plea 
a good  defence,  both  at  common  law  and  the  sta- 
tute. The  supreme  court  sustained  the  demurrer, 
and  adjudged  the  plea  bad,  inasmuch  as  the  statute 
did  not  authorise  the  disturbed  religious  assembly  to 
arrest  and  detain  the  offender,  but  had  entrusted  the 
exercise  of  that  power  to  a magistrate  on  view  oc 
complaint,  as  a punishment  for  the  offender! — The 
court  said  that  at  common  law  such  society  would 
have  a right  to  protect  themselves  by  confining 
disturbers,  whil';  they  continued  refractory,  or  until 
the  meeting  broke  up;  but  that,  as  this  plea  appeared 
to  have  been  drawn  under  the  statute,  it  could  not  be 
sustained. 

It  is  not  the  object  of  the  reporter  to  comment 
on  these  decisions;  their  effect  will  be  obvious  to 
most  thinking  men;  but  to  make  it  public  in  order 
that  the  people,  if  they  are  dissatisfied,  may  bringf 
the  matter  before  the  legislature  now  in  session. 
The  conslructinn  of  the  law,  given  by  the  highest 
court  in  the  state  must  be  considered  as  correct 
and  binding,  unless  the  legislature  shall  declat^ 
its  own  meaning  unequivocally. 

From  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  of  Dec  6,  1821, 

GENERAL  COURT  OF  VIRGINIA. 

As  the  case  of  the  three  seamen,  who  sued  for  ^ 
habeas  corpus  to  discharge  them  from  the  mittimus 
awarded  by  a state  magistrate  under  an  act  of  con- 
gress, has  excited  considerable  interest,  both  her« 
and  elsewhere,  we  have  applied  for  a copy  of  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  and  now  submit  it  to  our  rea- 
ders: 

Ex  parte  William  Pool  and  others  on  a writ  of  habeas^ 
corpus. 

On  the  31st  of  October,  1821,  William  Pool, 
Matthew  Thompson  and  Asj  Wilson,  presented 
their  petition  to  the  superior  court  of  Henrico 
county,  setting  forth  that  they  were  imprisoned  by 
the  jailor  of  the  said  county,  and  that  such  theie 
imprisonment  was  not  authorized  by  law;  they 
therefore  prayed  a writ  of  habeas  corpu.s  ad  sub- 
jiciendum, wl’ich  w’as  awarded.  By  the  return  to 
that  writ,  it  appeared  that  the  petitioners  were 
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sailors,  who  had  regularly  signed  a contrjict,  with- 
in the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  congress, 
passed  the  20th  of  July,  1790,  by  which  contract 
they  had  agreed  to  perform  a voyage  or  voyages, 
not  yet  finished,  or  the  contract  concerning  it  al- 
tered or  ortherwise  dissolved;  that  the  petitioners 
had  deserted  from  the  ship  or  vessel,  and  being 
brought  before  Joseph  H.  Mayo,  a justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Henrico,  before  whom  the 
facts  aforesaid  were  proved,  the  said  petitioners 
were  committed  to  the  jail  of  the  county  aforesaid, 
Until  thence  discharged  by  due  course  of  law.  In 
addition  to  the  facts  stated  in  the  return,  it  was 
proved  to  the  said  court,  that  the  petitioners  are 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  Whereupon,  with 
the  consent  of  the  petitioners,  the  questions  arising 
upon  their  case  were  ad  journed  to  the  general  court, 
for  its  opinion,  whether  the  petitioners  ought  to  be 
discharged  from  the  custody  of  the  said  jailor. 

Upon  the  case  thus  stated,  the  following  ques- 
tions have  arisen  and  been  argued  at  the  bar: 

1.  Had  the  superior  court  of  Henrico  jurisdic- 
tion to  award  and  discharge,  under  a writ  of  habeas 
corpus,  in  cases  v/here  the  petitioners  are  confin- 
ed under  colour  of  the  authority  of  the  United 
States? 

2.  Is  that  part  of  the  act  of  congress,  passed  Ju- 
ly 20,  1790,  which  directs  the  justice  of  the  peace 
to  commit  the  petitioners  under  the  circumstan 
ces  before  stated,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States? 

3.  What  is  the  legal  effect  of  the  contract  made 
by  the  petitioners  with  the  master  or  commander 
of  the  vessel  mentioned  in  the  return;  and  how  is 
the  same  affected  by  the  commitment  set  forth  in 
the  case? 

Upon  the  first  question,  it  is  the  unanimous  opi- 
nion of  this  court,  that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
may  be  properly  issued  by  a state  judge,  on  the 
application  of  any  party,  who,  by  proper  affida- 
vit, shews  probable  cause  that  he  is  unlawfully  re- 
strained of  his  liberty;  that  the  question  whether 
the  law  authorizes  his  confinement,  is  to  be  decid- 
ed by  the  laws  of  the  state,  considered  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  United  States;  that  we  are  to  consider 
all  persons  lawfully  restrained  of  their  uberty, 
who  are  confined  in  obedience  to  the  constitutional 
laws  of  this  state  or  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
practical  application  of  these  principles,  the  state 
judges  will  not  discharge  a party,  whose  commit- 
ment is  regularly  made,  with  a view  to  a prosecu- 
tion in  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales,  for  an  of- 
fence actually  committed  and  cognizable  therein; 
neither  will  the  judges  of  the  state  courts,  as  such, 
admit  the  party  to  bail.  Whether  they  will  look 
beyond  the  warrant  of  commitment,  when  made  by 
any  other  than  a judge  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  inquire  into  the  fact,  is  matter  of 
sound  discretion  to  be  regulated  by  the  circum- ; 
stances  of  each  particular  case.  But  it  is  the  opi- 
nion  of  this  court,  that  the  state  courts  and  judges 
have  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  courts  and 
judges  of  the  federal  court,  in  all  cases  of  illegal 
confinement,  under  colour  of  the  authority  of  the 
, United  States,  when  that  confinement  is  not  the 
consequence  of  a suit  or  prosecution  pending  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  Slates,  in  which  the  alle- 
gation upon  which  the  commitment  is  made,  will 
be  tried.  As  therefore  the  commitment  in  ques- 
tion is  connected  with  no  .such  regular  suit  or  pro- 
secution, it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  court,  that  the 
superior  court  of  Henrico  had  jurisdiction  of  the 
(^ues^ions  arising  in  this  case. 

In  considering  the  second  question  proposed,  the 


general  power  of  the  congress  of  the  Unitt^  States,, 
to  authorize  the  arrest  and  c )mmi  me  t of  uffen- 
ders  against  the  laws  of  the  United  Stales,  by  per- 
sons, designated  as  holding  offices  under  the  s ate 
governtnenis,  has  been  brought  in.o  review.  It 
has  been  contended  that  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  possesses  no  such  constitutional  p.-wer,  be- 
cause the  warrant  to  arrest,  and  the  decision  upon 
evidence,  that  the  accused  ought,  (by  the  laws  of 
the  United  State's),  to  be  committed  for  trial  in 
the  courts  thereof,  are  Judicial  acts;  that  those 
who  perform  them,  exen  ise  a portion  of  the  judi- 
cial power  of  the  United  States,  which  power,  can, 
constitutionally,  be  exercised  by  such  courts  alone, 
as  have  been,  or  may  be  established  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  Uniied  States,  and  laws  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof.  And  it  is  farther  contended,  that 
the  commitment,  ordered  in  the  present  case,  is 
embraced  by  the  principles  of  this  objection. 

Upon  the  question,  how  far,  and  in  what  man- 
ner, a justice  of  the  peace  of  the  state  of  Virgi- 
nia may  decide  that  a party,  brought  before  him, 
shall  be  committed  to  jail  for  trial,  and  to  order 
his  commitment  accordingly,  without  exercising 
the  judicial  functions,  with  which  he  is  clothed  by 
the  state,  there  is  a diversity  of  opinion  among  the 
judges  of  this  court,  and  we  have  come  to  no  de- 
finitive conclusion,  whether  the  act  of  commitment, 
as  required  to  be  performed  by  the  act  of  congress, 
called  the  judicial  act,  be  strictly  ministerial  only, 
or  pariaking,  in  part,  of  the  judicial  character,  as 
those  acts  ivould  be  characterized  by  the  the  com- 
mon law  and  laws  of  Virginii., — but  a majority 
of  the  court  are  of  opinion,  that,  whether  such  acts 
of  commitment  be  strictly  ministerial  or  not,  as 
they  would  be  defined  by  the  common  law,  they 
are  not  such  acts  as  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  intended  to  vest  exclusively  in  the  courts 
therein  provided  for.  While  it  is  admitted,  that 
we  may  fairly  refer  to  the  common  lav/,  and  to  the 
sages  thereof,  fu-  aid  in  determini^ig  what  is  the 
precise  meaning  of  the  first  section  of  the  third 
article  of  the  constitution  of  the  Ut  itecl  States,  it 
is  perfectly  manifest,  that  a literal  adherence  to 
the  common  law  definition  of  juridical  power,  fol- 
lowed in  every  case,  would  impose  a meaning  on 
the  article  in  question,  which  never  entered  into 
the  heads  of  the  framers,  or  any  one  practically  en- 
gaged in  carrying  the  constitution  into  effect.  To 
stale  a single  instance,  the  administration  of  an 
oath.  If  any  one  act,  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  adminis- 
ration  of  justice,  has  been  uniformly  called  by  the 
common  law  writers,  a judicial  act,  it  is  this  one 
of  administering  an  oath;  and  yet,  can  any  man  in 
his  senses  believe,  that  the  framers  of  our  consti- 
tution intended,  that  every  custom-house  officer, 
commissioner  of  the  revenue  or  excise,  con»mission- 
er  to  take  depositions,  commissioner  in  bankrupt- 
cy, and  to  settle  various  other  incidental  and  occa^ 
» onal  matters,  should  hold  his  office  during  good 
behaviour,  and  at  stated  times  receive  for  his  ser- 
vices a compensation  not  to  be  diminished  during 
his  continuance  in  office?  Most  or  all  of  these  offi- 
cers and  special  commissioners  have  been  autho- 
rized to  administer  oaths,  and  have  done  so,  with- 
out an  insinuation  that  they  were  exercising  the  ju- 
dicial powers  of  the  union.  The  remark  made  on  this 
pait  of  their  duty,  applies  equally  well  to  various 
other  things  of  a seemingly  judicial  nature,  which 
they  re  in  the  constant  habit  of  doing.  The  conimis- 
sioi.ers  to  decide  upon  the  claims  on  the  Louisiana 
fund  did  exercise,  and  tlie  commissioners  now  de- 
' ifling  on  ti  e claims  on  the  F orida  fund,  must  ex- 
ercise quasi  judicial  powers;  a general  view  of 
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which  subjects  is  suffi  ient  to  shew  tliat  the  term 
judicial  power,  as  used  in  the  constitution  of  the 
U itel  Stipes,  must  be  understood  to  mean  ’.vhat 
those  te  ms  imported  at  the  tim  ; not  by  resortinj^ 
toanv'ifiid,  te^'hoical  lefiiition,  but  to  their  na- 
tural import,  un  ’erstood  with  reference  to  the  sub- 
ject matter  in  allusion  to  which  they  were  used. 
Thus  under-.tHadi  igj  the  terms,  we  are  of  opinion 


In  any  of  the  cases  above  suppo.sed,  as  well  as  the 
very  case  before  the  court,  the  master  or  comman. 
der,  as  the  case  may  be,  may,  by  himself,  or  wldi 
others,  his  assis  ants,  pursue,  and,  by  force,  brinj; 
back  his  deserted  apprentice,  servant,  sailor,  ov 
soldier,  'i’he  particular  provisions  of  the  act  of 
congress,  which  authorized  the  interference  of  the 
justice  of  the  peace,  may  be  sud,  in  some  sort,  to 


that  the  constitirion  directs,  that  all  the  regular  be  a restriction  upon  the  rights  of  the  captain, 
and  permanent  duties,  which  properly  belong  to  a since,  impliedly  at  least,  it  would  seem  to  deny 
court  in  the  ordinary  and  popular  signification  of  the  right  of  using  the  house  of  correction  or  corn* 
that  term,  shall  be  performed  by  the  courts,  de  mon  jail  for  the  purpose  of  safe  keeping  his  de- 
scribed in  the  constitution;  the  judges  of  which  Iserted  sailor,  without  having  the  case  examined 
courts  shall  hold  their  oifi^ies  during  good  beha-  by  the  person  authorized  by  the  ect  of  congress; 


vior,  &c.  There  is,  tlier^fore,  nothing  in  the  con 
stitution  which  prevents  a ministerial  officer  or 
other  person,  by  law  directed  to  do  and  perform 
any  act,  which  may  be  necessary  to  bring  an  accus- 
ed party  before  a court,  possessing  the  judicial 
power  of  determining  on  his  guilt  or  innocence. 
%Ve  are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  commitments 
made  uu  ler  the  afore.said  act  of  congress,  by  the 
persons  therein  described,  are  lawful  and  right. 


but,  perhaps,  the  better  opinion  is,  that  the  act 
of  congress  designed  to  give  the  jailor,  who  might 
act  as  an  assistant  to  the  captain  of  the  vessel, 
a protection  against  the  charge  for  false  impri* 
sonment,  should  the  sailor,  in  truth  and  in  fact, 
not  be  under  the  obligation  charged  upon  him. 
The  imprisonment  directed  by  the  act  of  congress, 
is  for  no  determinate  period,  is  not  inflicted  as  a 
punishment,  and  is  not  directed  with  a view  to 


provided  they  pursue  the  autliority  under  which  any  trial,  for  any  offence  whatsoever.  We  cannot 


they  act.  But  w’e  are  not  to  be  unders'ood  as  af- 
firming that  the  congress  of  the  United  States  can 
give  jurisdiction  to,  or  require  services  of  any  of 
fic-r  of  the  stite  governments  as  such.  The  di- 
rect con  ra-y  is  th"  opinion  of  the  court;  but  what 
we  have  >>ffirmed  and  do  affirm,  is,  that  congress  may 
authorize  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  to  per 


therefore,  regard  the  execution  of  this  part  of  the 
act  of  congress,  as  the  prosecution  of  a public  of- 
fence.  And  while  the  powers  exercised  by  the 
magistrates  are,  at  first  view',  of  a seeming  judi. 
cial  character,  and  would,  perhaps,  be  so  defined  by 
the  common  law,  we  are  justified  in  saying  that 
the  case  did  not  present  such  a judicial  question  as 


form  any  act  which  the  constitution  of  ihe  United  j was  necessary  or  proper  to  be  carried  into  court, 
S ates  does  not  require  to  be  performed  in  a dif-j by  formal  process;  using  the  term  court,  in  the 


ferent  manner 

We  are  then  to  inquire,  what  is  the  legal  effect 
of  the  contract  made  by  the  petitioners  with  the 
mast -r  or  commander  of  the  vessel,  and  how  that 
is  affected  by  the  commitment  complained  of.?  I he 
first  question  here  presenting  itself  is,  by  what  au- 
thority Ir^  the  congress  of  the  United  States  de- 
fine the  obligation  of  the  contract  in  question.''  The 
answer  is,  that,  by  the  3d  clause  of  the  8th  section 
of  the  1st  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  congress  have  power  to  regulate  com 
merce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  se- 
veral slates,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes  — And  by 
the  Ifih  clause  of  the  same  section,  they  have 
power  to  make  the  laws  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  tlie  power  first  mentioned  into  effect.  It 
is  believed  that  the  regulation  of  the  seamen,  to  be 
©mployed  in  the  merchant  service,  may  be  assumed 
to  be  necessary  without  entering  on  the  controvert- 
ed ground,  to  which  it  is  supposed  that  these 
words,  necessary  and  proper  in  some  cases,  lead. 
It  is  not  perceived  that  this  commerce,  over  which 
the  congress  possess  the  entire  control,  could 
otherwise  be  carried.  The  right  then  to  give  a rule 
on  this  subject  being  established,  the  question  re 
curs,  what  is  that  rule  as  it  relates  to  the  case  be 
fore  us.?  The  answer  is,  that  a seaman,  w’ho  regu- 
larly signs  a contract,  is,  by  the  law%  bound  to  spe 


sense  we  have  before  stated  it  to  have  been  used, 
in  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  If  the 
nature  of  the  duty  required  to  be  performed,  ren- 
dered it  doubtful  in  the  minds  of  some,  whether 
it  were  necessary  to  carry  it  into  a regular  court, 
or  to  be  tried  by  a jury,  the  legislature  of  the  state 
of  Virginia,  in  the  act  of  1805,  answers  the  ques- 
tion almost,  if  not  entirely,  in  the  words  of  the  act 
of  congress,  and  directs  the  same  proceedings;  it 
is  true,  that  the  act  of  1805,  provides  for  the  case 
of  foreign  seamen  only;  this  is  explained  by  the 
fact,  that  the  language  of  the  act  of  congress  does 
not  apply  to  contracts,  made  without  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  as  to  which  the  lex  loci 
would  give  the  rule.  But  both  laws  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  sailor;  first,  by  requiring  the  con- 
tract to  be  reduced  to  writing,  and,  secondly,  by 
requiring  the  consent  of  the  justice  of  the  peace, 
before  he  shall  be  thus  restrained  of  his  liberty. 
We  understand  the  nature  of  a sailor’s  engage- 
ment, to  bind  him  to  specific  performance,  by 
the  commercial  laws  of  the  civilized  world.  By 
the  laws  of  Westbury,  a sailor,  who  received  part 
of  his  wages  and  deserted,  was  to  be  hanged;  and 
when  a sailor  engaged  himself  to  two  captains, 
the  first  had  a right  to  take  him  from  the  second, 
and  compel  him  to  go  the  voyage:  1'hese  laws, 

- with  those  of  Oleron,  now  form  the  basis  of  the 

cifac  performance,  and  may  not  elect  to  pay  dama-  maritime  codes  of  Kurope,  and,  in  some  degree,  are 
ges  for  non  performance,  as  in  ordinary  personal  [supposed  to  be  adopted  by  the  constitution  of  the 
covenants:  nor  is  this  effect  of  an  engagement  for  [United  Stales,  as  thev  were  certainly  resorted 
personal  services  unknown  to  the  statute  laws  of | to  by  our  courts  of  admiralty,  previous  to  the 

adoption  ot  the  fet\eral  government;  and  it  has 


Virginia;  the  law  is  to  be  understood  to  be  the 
same,  in  respect  to  apprentices,  to  servants,  un- 
der the  act  of  1785,  and  to  foreign  seamen,  under 
the  act  of  1805,  as  well  as  to  soldiers  belonging 
to  the  army,  and  sailors  belonging  to  the  navy. — 
These  are  all  mentioned  together,  because  we 
know  no  difference  between  the  effect  of  an  en- 
gagement, constitutionally  defined,  by  act  of  con 


been  again  and  again  determined,  by  the  courts  of 
idmiralty  in  this  country,  that  the  act  of  congress 
alters  the  general  maritime  law,  only  so  far  as  it 
■|ives  a new  rule,  and  the  rights;  as  well  as  the  ob- 
ligations of  the  mariner,  are  clearly  subjects  re- 
gulated by  these  maritime  laws,  and  acted  on  eve- 
y day  in  the  courts  of  admiralty.  The  act  there- 


gress,  and  one  defined  b;y  the  laws  of  this  state.! Ibjre  which  has  been  done  in  this  case,  might  wejl 
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Ire  done  by  individuals  appointed  by  law,  or  per- 
Bons  desi^^nated  by  general  description.  If,  there- 
fore, Joseph  H.  Mayo,  (being  one  of  the  persons 
designated),  has  pursued  his  authority,  his  act 
must  be  efiectual  to  every  legal  intent  and  purpose. 
The  commitment  is  made  in  precise  conformity 
witli  the  act  of  congress,  and  petitioners  have  not 
suggested,  that  the  facts  on  which  it  was  ground- 
ed do  not  exist;  they  must,  therefore,  be  remanded 
to  the  jail  of  the  county  of  Henrico,  there  to  re- 
main until  the  vessel  to  which  they  belong,  and 
iiamed  irt  the  proceedings,  shall  be  ready  to  pro- 
ceed on  her  voyage,  or  the  captain  shall  demand 
their  discharge;  which  is  ordered  to  be  certified 
to  the  superior  court  of  law,  for  the  county  of 
JHenrico. 

Judges  Semple  and  R.  E.  Parker  dissented  from 
that  part  of  the  foregoing  opinion,  which  deter- 
mined that  persons,  exercisiiig  functions  under  a 
Jaw  of  the  United  States,  were  not  officers  of  that 
government,  and  to  be  appo  inted  as  such;  and 
judge  Daniel,  concurred  in  the  couri’s  opinion, 
ibr  reasons  somewhat  different  from  those  assigned. 


HALVES  OP  RANK  NOTES. 
vs.  Bank  of  the  United  States. — This  was 
an  action  brough  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted Spates,  held  in  Philadplphia,  in  October  term, 
1821,  before  Bnshrod  Washington^  chief  justice,  for 
the  recovery  of  five  hundred  dollars,  the  halves  on- 
ly of  which  had  been  received  by  the  plantiff,  from 
his  agent  in  Cincinnati,  the  corresponding  halves 
being  lost.  The  notes  were  remitted  after  the 
publicauon  of  a notice  by  the  directors,  that  the 
baok  would  not  p?y  cut  notes  unless  all  the  parts 
Were  produced.  The  demand  of  the  plaintiff  was 
for  the  full  amount  of  notes. 

On  this  subject  the  judge  laid  down  the  follow- 
ing principles  of  laiv: — 

A bank,  or  p omissory  note,  is  the  evidence  of  a 
debt  due  by  the  maker  to  the  holder  of  it,  and  no- 
thing more.  It  is  also  the  highest  species  of  evi- 
dence  of  such  debt,  and  in  fact  the  only  proper  evi 
dence,  if  it  be  in  the  power  of  the  owner  to  pro- 
duce it: — But,  if  it  be  lost  or  destroyed,  or  by 
ira-id  or  accident,  has  got  into  the  possession  of 
the  maker,  the  owner  does  not  thereby  lose  his  debt, 
but  the  same  continues  to  exist  in  all  its  vigor,  un- 
affected by  the  accident  which  has  deprived  the 
owner  of  the  means  of  proving  it  by  the  note  it- 
self. The  debt  still  existing,  the  law  permits  the 
party,  when  better  evidence  is  lost  or  destroyed,  or 
not  in  his  power,  to  give  inferior  evidence,  by 
proving  the  contents  of  the  lost  paper,  and  if  this 
be  satisfactorily  made  out,  he  is  entitled  to  re- 
cover. 

If  the  evidence  be  not  lost,  but  is  merely  im 
paired  by  accident,  or  even  by  design,  if  such  de- 
sign be  not  to  injure  the  maker  or  to  cancel  the 
debt,  the  principle  of  law  is  the  same.  Cutting  a 
bank  note  in  two  parts,  does  not  discharge  the 
bank  from  the  debt  of  which  the  note  was  but  the 
evidence,  nor  does  it  even  impair  the  evidence 
Itself,  if,  by  uni  ing  the  parts,  the  contents  of  the 
entire  note  can  be  made  out.  If  one  of  the  parts 
<pf  the  note  should  be  lost  or  destroyed,  the  debt 
would  be  no  more  affected  than  if  the  entire  note 
bad  been  lost  or  destroyed.  In  the  first  case,  the 
difficulty  in  proving  the  right  of  the  owner  to 
the  debt  is  diminished;  but  if  the  whole  note  be 
lost,  it  may  have  got  into  the  hands  of  a bona-fide 
owner,  and  therefore  the  loser  may  not  be  entitled 
to  the  debt  of  which  it  was  the  evidence.  But 
Igain^t  the  real  owner  of  one-half  of  the  note  there 


CJ-nnot  be  any  opposing  right.  The  finder  or  rob- 
ber of  the  other  half  part  cannot  assert  a right  to 
the  debt,  because  he  cannot  prove  that  he  came 
fairly  by  the  evidence  of  it. 

The  question  is  whether  it  was  competent  to  the 
bank  to  notify  the  holders  of  her  notes,  th-a,  in 
case  they  should  be  voluntarily  cut  into  pails,  she 
would  not  pay  them,  unless  all  the  parts  should  be 
brought  together. 

But,  upon  what  principle  is  it  that  one  par’y  to  a 
contract  can  prescribe  terms  to  absolve  hinrself 
from  its  obligation,  without  the  assent  of  the  other? 

I know  of  none.  If  the  bank  could  dictate  tc  the 
holders  of  her  notes  the  condition  stated  in  this 
notice,  upon  the  performance  of  which,  and  not 
otherwise,  she  would  pay  them,  she  nr  ighi,  with 
equal  authority,  prescribe  any  other  cordition,  and 
declare  in  what  case  she  would  pay,  and  in  what 
she  would  not.  The  note  is  the  evidence  of  an  en- 
gagement by  the  bank  to  pay  a certain  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  the  bearer  of  it,  and  the  general  lav  of  the 
land  declares,  that  if  such  note  or  a part  of  it  should 
be  lost  or  destroyed,  the  debt  shall  nevertheless  be 
paid  upon  satisfactory  proof  being  niadt  ot  tlie  t - ’ n- 
ership  and  loss.  Thus  sanctioned,  these  s pi-iS 
from  hand  to  hand:  and  if  the  bank  can,  v.evi  ";  ad- 
less, discharge  herself  from  her  obiiga.io"  to  pay 
them,  unless  both  parts  ofthe  note  be  riof.ti  -.c.;,  or 
unless  the  note  be  produced  entire,  tucre.  is  .no 
difference  between  the  two  cases)  then  tie  arbitra- 
ry  declaration  of  the  bai.k  must  be  stronger  than 
the  law.  This  observation  applies  wi^h  eqr  a - force 
to  every  other  species  of  contract,  where  one  of 
the  parties  to  it  attempts  to preserbeto the  other  the 
rules  of  evidence  by  which  alone  be  will  b‘go'erned. 

If  the  court  is  correct  in  tl.eir  opinion  upon  the 
first  point,  it  follows  that  the  taw  as  mucli  coin- 
pels  the  bank  to  pay  the  owner  of  half  a nefe,  where 
the  other  half  is  lost, as  to  pay  in  the  two  cases  sup- 
posed; and  so,  the  right  of  the  bank  lo  prescribe 
terms  in  the  one  case,  if  admitted,  would  be 
ly  valid  in  the  others.  There  can  be  no  difitrfuce, 
unless  it  be  that  in  the  one,  the  notes  were  volun;a- 
rily  cut,  and  in  the  other  they  were  torn  by  acci- 
dent; but  the  owner  of  the  debt  being  also  the  own- 
er of  the  paper  which  is  the  evidence  of  it,  he  had 
a legal  right  to  cut  it,  and  by  doing  so,  he  could  not 
impair  its  obligation,  unless  he  intended  to  do  so. 
In  all  these  cases,  the  note  is  cut  with  a view  to 
the  security,  not  to  the  destruction  of  the  deb  , by 
dividing  the  chances  of  preserving  the  part  of  the 
evidence  of  it,  in  case  the  other  parts  should  be 
lost.  The  defendants  do  not  forbid  or  condemn 
the  practice,  even  if  it  could,  for  a moment,  be  ad- 
mitted that  they  had  a right  to  do  either.  That  is 
not  the  gravamen  stated  in  the  notice — it  is  the  pro- 
duction of  one  of  the  parts  for  payment  unaccom- 
panied by  the  other  part.  That  is  the  case  in  which 
the  bank  declares  she  will  not  pay,  and  in  which 
the  law  pronounces  she  shall  pay. 

lam  of  opinion  that  judgment  should  be  entered 
for  the  plantiff. 

Peters,  (justice)  delivered  his  opinion,  entirely 
concurring  with  that  of  judge  Washington. 

Judgment  for  plantiff  for  the  full  amount  of  the 
notes. 

UNCHARTERED  BANKS. 

In  the  court  of  appeals  {Virginia] — Feb.  term,  1822. 

WiLsoiT  vs,  Spekceb. 

Judge  Roane  delivered  the  resolution  of  the  court. 

This  is  an  action  of  debt,  brought  in  the  county 
court,  by  the  appellee,  upon  a single  bill.  The 
defendants  pleaded  two  pleas,  stating,  in  subjjtan^ce^ 
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th»i.  ‘ba*^  bill  was  given  to  the  prrsidenl  of  an  un-i  1816.  It  did  not  mean  to  interfere  with  the  or/§-jn<if 
cl  art  red  hank,  es  ablished  contrary  to  the  provi-jaci,  when  it  it  only  purported  to  suspend,  in  part^ 
Sions  of  ti-e  statutes  in  such  c se  made  and  provid-  \ onother  act,  more  effectually  to  suppress  the  circula- 
ed,  and  that  i vas  given  in  consideration  of  bank  jtionof  notes,  emitted  by  uncharted  banks.  I'hesus- 


note>.,  e idtte  ! by  the  said  bank,  in  equal  violation  of  'pension  only  operated  up  to  the  point  embraced  by 
tho«:e  statutes.  These  pleas  were  demurred  to,  andithe  Us  act,  and  did  not  go  beyond  it. 
the  Ucts  therein  st-  ted,  are  consequently  admitted.  Under  the  admission  that  the  prohibili 
The  county  court  gsve  ju'^irm-nt  for  he  plaintiff,  act  of  1805,  is  not  repealed 


ion  in  the 
the  counsel  for  the 


on  the  demurrer,  and  that  judgment  was  affirmed  [appellee  coricedej,  that  in  regard  to  individual  casesj 
by  the  superior  cour.:  from  vdiich  judgment  of  af-itheUw  would  be  decided  against  him:  but  he  claims 


firmsnce,  an  appeal  was  taker  to  this  court. 


an  exemptioti  for  his  clients,  on  (he  ground  of  the 


It  is  not  easy  for  this  court  io  perceive,  on  what  j e.r/e/t/ of  this  confederacy  to  infringe  the  laws,  and 
grounds  t’  is  judgment  can  be  jus  ifitd: — Although  jof  whai.  he  is  pleased  to  cull,  a disease  of  the  bo» 
the  act  of  February  24ih,  1816,  (2  rev.  co.  Ill)  was  dy-politic. — There  may  be  cases,  in  which  the  still 
not  in  force,  when  this  bill  ^’'as  g'ven,  the  act  oflvoice  of  the  law  may  not  be  heard,  nor  the  power 
1805  was,  (see  2 rev  co.  pa.  lll,"ch  207,  § 2.)  and  jof  the  civil  officer  be  competent  to  execute  its 
the  bill  was  given  for  a consideration  utterly  pro-  judgments. — 'I'hat,  however,  is  an  extreme  case, 
hibited  by  that  act.  It  was  given  for  a considera-  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a revolution,  and,  in 
tion,  prohibited  under  severe  penalties:  and  theca-  point  of  magnitude,  is  not  shewn  to  exist  in  the 
ses  ci^ed  for  the  appellant,  incontestably  prove,  case  before  us.  But  where  would  gentlemen  draw 
that  any  contract  f unded  on  an  act  forbiden  by  a the  line  in  such  cases?  we  know  of  no  such  bounda- 
stalutf , under  a penalty,  is  void,  although  it  be  not  ry  in  the  case  before  os.  All  that  we  know,  is, 
ejf//r<?55/y  declared  to  be  so;  and  that  no  action  lie.sj that  certain  associations  of  individuals  have  se^ 
to  enforce  it — Whatever  might  be  said,  in  relation  them  selves  up,  in  open  violation  of  the  laws,  to 
to  an  .iC  ion  Drought  to  rec'wer  the  amount  of  thejexercise  a high  function  of  sovereignty,  at  most  on- 
bank  rotes,  gi' en  as  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  j ly  confided  to  the  power  of  the  legislature, 
in  favor  of  the  holder  agains*^  the  bank, — in  favor,  j We  are,  dierefore,  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
as  migh  be  argued,  of  an  innocent  indorsee,  or  hold-  the  judgment,  in  this  case,  is  erroneous,  and  that 
er  of  the  said  notes— it  is  clear  that  no  action  will  I it  should  be  reversed,  and  entered  for  the  appel* 

lants. 

COUNTERFEIT  BANK  NOTES. 

Extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  superior  court. 

Easteiix  distuict,  Georgia, 
Superior  courts  January  term^  1822. 
State  T Indictment, 

Calvin  ard  othera,3 

by  Charlton,  judge. 

Bills  of  indictment  have  been  found  against  the 
prisoners,  for  offences  which  may  subject  them  to 
an  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  a longer  pe- 
riod than  the  term  mentioned  in  the  I6th  section, 


1.^ 


lie,  on  a bond  given  .o  secure  the  payment  thereof 
in  favor  of  the  bank — the  party  more  emphatically  I 
offending  against  the  policy  of  the  act.— It  is  this 
last  mentioned  party  who  is  now  ask-ng  the  court, 
to  give  its  aid  to  violate  the  provisions  of  an  act 
of  great  public  policy  and  utility.  There  can  be 
no  ground  for  such  a pretension,  unless  we  consider 
the  act  of  1805,  as  repealed  at  the  dme,  and  asj 
having  no  binding  force  or  authority. — In  relation 
to  a law  of  this  impnrtance  and  character,  and  of 
such  long-standing  in  our  code,  we  • ught  noi  light- 
ly to  imply  a repeal.  It  should  be  shewn  to  be 
repealed,  eitiier  expressly,  or  by  a strong  and  ne- 
cessary implicatio — The  only  ground  on  which 
that  inference  is  attempted  to  be  supported  in  this 

case,  .arises  from  the  suspension  of  the  act  of  Feb.  j 11th  div.  of  tlie  penal  code.  That  section  is  m 
24th,  1816.  That  act  was  additional  to  tha"  of  these  words,  “Every  person  charged  with  a felony, 


1805,  ai'd  created  further  penalties  and  torfeitures 
for  its  infraction:  Dut  it  left  the  act  of  1805,  in  full 


or  any  ofience  which  may  subject  him, on  conviction, 
to  an  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  the  term 


force.  In  making  a further  declaration,  in  the  act  of  three  years,  shall  be  furnished,  previous  to  hjs 


of  1816,  that  notes,  biii.s,  &c.  issued  contrary  to  its 
provisions,  should  be  null  and  void,  cannot 


arraignment,  with  a copy  of  the  indictment,  and  a 
list  of  the  witnesses  who  gave  tesiimony  before  ifie 


be  inferred,  that  those  made  contrary  to  the  act  ofj grand  jury.”  Jifter  the  arraignment  of  these  pn- 
1805,  are  valid.  The  suspension  of  the  former  act  jsoners,  their  counsel  applied  for  copies  of  the  in- 
does not  necessarily  carry  with  it  repeal  or  sK5-iclictment,  as  a mawter  of  right,  under  this  section  of 
pension  the  latter:  nor  did  a particular  provision  | our  penal  code.  1 was  then  of  opinion  tlial  the  ap- 
of  the  act  of  1816,  § 7»  specially  prohibiting  suits, 'plication  came  too  late,  for,  though  the  language  of 
by  the  banks  therein  contemplated,  interfere  will)  j the  seciion  was  imperative  and  mandatory  upon  the 
similar  prohibitions,  resulting,  on  general  principles  j prosecuting  officer  of  the  state,  yet  it  a was  right, 
of  law,  from  the  inhibitions  contained  in  the  act  of  ear  dehito  jus(iii<e,  only  previous  to  arraignment.  In 
1805.  A suspension  of  the  act  of  1816,  therefore,  other  words,  that  the  prisoners  might  refuse  to  be 


did  not  suspend,  repeal  or  interfere  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  aciof  1805:  nor  does  a recognition,  con- 
tained In  the  suspending  act,  of  a right  in  the  banks, 
therein  mentioned,  to  close  their  transactions,  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1826, 
annul  or  apply  to  the  prohibitions  contained  in  me 
act  of  1805  That  suspension  left  the  banks  afore- 
said, on  the  ground  they  occupied,  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  suspended;  but  did  not  place  them  in 
a belter  situation;  and,  far  less,  as  was  argued,  did 
it  legalize  and  charier  those  associations.  Iilefi 
those  banks  free  to  arrange  their  matters,  if  they 
could,  without  suit;  and  unaffected  by  the  severe 


and  additional  restraints  and  penalties  pf  the  act  pt  was  made  in  behalf  of  the  accused,  has  since  been 


put  upon  their  arraignment  until  furnished,  as  this 
section  directs,  with  “a  copy  of  the  indiclnient,  and 
a list  of  the  witnesse.s  who  gave  testimony  before 
the  grand  jury;”  but  that  the  neglect  or  ou.ission  to 
demand  this  copy  of  the  indictment  and  list  of  the 
witnesses  on  the  arraignment,  was  a waver  of  the 
right,  and  left  it  discretionary  with  Mr.  Solicitor 
General,  after  arraignment,  whether  he  would  or 
would  not  furnish  a copy  of  the  indictment  and  list 
of  witnesses 

This  section  of  the  penal  code  was  borrowed  from 
the  criminal  law  of  England,  in  relation  to  treason; 
and  the  opinion  I expressed,  when  the  applicatioR 


m 
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strengthened  and  confirmed  by  reference  to  Eng- 
lish authoriiies By  the  stat.  7,  W.  3.  E.  3,  it  Is 

enacted.  That  the  prisoner  shall  have  a copy  of  the 
indictment,  (which  includes  the  caption),  but  no* 
the  names  of  the  witness'^s,  five  days  at  ieast  before 
the  trial,  that  is,  unon  the  true  construction  of  the 
act,  before  W\s  arraignment;  f -r  then  is  the  time  to 
take  any  exceptions  rher  to,  by  wav  of  plea  or  de- 
murrer— Post  229,  230:  Dougl.  590  By  consent 
ing  to  the  airaignment,  the  prisoner  admits  that  he 
has  had  a copy  of  the  indictment,  or  waives  the 
benefits  he  might  oiherwise  claim  under  the  sec- 
tion referred  to,  of  the  penal  code  of  Georgia.  The 
statute  of  William  also  directs,  in  ca.ses  of  treason, 
£it  enumerates],  that  the  prisoner  shall  have  a copy 
of  the  pannel  of  jurors,  two  days  before  his  trial. 
This  statute  is  asinr)perative  as  the  law  of  this  state, 
and  still  it  has  been  decided,  “if  there  is  any  ob 
jection  to  tliis  copy,  it  must  be  objected  to  bef  re 
the  plea.  For  the  copy  is  given  the  prisoner  to  en- 
able him  to  plead;  therefore,  by  pleading,  he  ad- 
mits that  he  hiS  had  a copy  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
poses intended  by  the  act,”— 4.  state  trials,  668  .\ 
similar  concession  is  involved  under  our  system  of 
criminal  law,  by  neglecting  or  omitting  to  demand 
copies  of  the  indictment  and  list  of  wiinesses,  on 
the  arraignment;  for,  at  that  period,  the  prisoner 
pleads  orally,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to 
place  upon  the  minutes.  One  of  the  counsel  for  the 
prisoners,  Wayne,  has  since  expressed  his  acquies- 
ence  in  the  decision  of  the  court,  and  has  yeferred 
me  to  a case  in  Salkeld,  in  support  of  v.  The  doc- 
trine  now,  on  this  point,  is  settled,  and  will  remain 
un^h^ken  until  subverted  by  legislative  interfer- 
ence Another  motion  has  been  made  by  Mr,  Soli- 
citor, before  me,  at  chambers,  to  permit  him,  by 
order  of  court,  to  endorse  upon  these  bills  of  in- 
dictment, the  names  of  five  additional  witnesses, 
one  of  whom  could  not  have  given  testimony  before 
the  grand  jury,  because  he  was  then  in  Charleston. 

The  motion  is  opposed  and  resisted  by  the  coun- 
sel for  the  prisoners,  upon  a variety  of  grounds,  by 
Wayne  andCuyler,  because  of  i s hostility  to  a de- 
cision of  this  court  in  a case  tried  at  the  last  term, 
in  which  it  is  said  the  court  determined,  that  no 
witness  could  be  examined  at  the  trial  of  the  ac- 
cused, whose  name  is  not  on  the  indictment  among 
the  list  of  witnesses  who  gave  testimony  before  the 
grand  jury;  by  Mr.  D’Lyon,  because  the  decision  in 
the  case  referred  to,  was  subsequently  acted  upon 
and  confirmed  in  Gates’s  case,  to  whom  a new  trial 
was  awarded,  at  the  same  term,  upon  the  objection, 
that  a witness  was  sworn  and  examined  on  hjs  trial, 
whose  name  had  not  been  endorsed  on  the  bill  of 
indictment  among  the  list  of  witnesses  who  gave 
testimony  before  the  grand  jury;  and  because,  add- 
ing these  names  now,  would  operate  as  an  amend- 
ment or  alteration  of  the  record,  which  could  not 
be  done  in  a criminal  case;  by  Air.  Wilde,  because 
indictments  were  not  within  the  s alutes  of  Jeoffail; 
and  these  additional  names  upon  the  record  would, 
as  contended  for  by  D’Lyon,  operate  as  an  amend- 
ment; and  because  the  motion,  if  acceded  to  by  the 
court,  deprives  the  prisoners  of  all  the  kind  and 
merciful  benefits  the  penal  code  intended  for  them 
—•the  principal  of  which  was,  that  the  prisoner 
might  have  time  to  inquire  into  the  characters  of 
witnesses. 

Mr.  Habersham,  of  connsel  for  the  prosecution, 
did  not  believe  that  the  decision  of  the  court  in 
the  case  referred  to,  went  to  the  extent  urged  by 
the  counsel  for  prisoners;  and  if  it  did,  it  ought  to 
be  considered  as  a nm adjudication,  which, 
given  under  the  impulses  and  suggestions  of  the 


moment,  amidst  the  heat  of  forensic  discussion. 
Was  alwavs  liable  to  errors;  and  if  it  contained  any 
upon  the  ulterior  and  grave  reflection  of  the  court* 
it  was  its  bounden  duty  to  correct  those  errors,  by 
its  judgment  delivered  seriatim.  It  might  be  done 
on  this  mo  ioi.,  and  the  public  justice  required  that 
it  should  be  now  conclusively  settled  and  under- 
stood, whetlier,  under  a sound  construction  of  this 
section  of  the  penal  code,  witnesses,  upon  whose 
testimony  the  slate  might  rely  for  a conviction, 
were  prohibited  from  being  sworn  and  examined 
before  the  petit  jury,  because  they  were  not  found 
in  the  list  of  witnesses  who  gave  testimony  be- 
fore the  grand  jury. 

Mr.  Bond,  the  solicitor  general,  said  this  motion 
could  not  be  fairly  viewed,  if  it  was  thought  that 

assailed  the  beneficient  intention  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Georgia.  The  intention  of  the  law  was,  and 
its  reason  was,  to  enable  the  prisoner  or  the  ac- 
cused, to  enquire  into  the  character  of  the  witnesses; 
that  this  motion,  if  granted,  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  such  inquiry,  and  that,  therefore, 
the  intention  of  the  legislature  (which  is  directed 
to  be  the  foundation  of  every  exposition  of  the  pe- 
nal codej  being  ascertained,  this  motion  could  not 
be  considered  in  violation  of  it.  It  was  also  urg- 
ed in  behalf  of  the  motion,  that  the  application  to 
record  the  names  of  these  witnesses,  did  not  mili- 
tate against  the  decision  in  the  case  mentioned, 
because  the  witness  in  that  case  was  rejected  up- 
on the  objection,  that  no  sufficient  notice  had  been 
given  of  the  intention  to  place  her  name  on  the  in- 
dictment, among  the  names  of  witnesses,  who  had 
given  testimony  before  the  grand  jury;  and  that  the 
distinction  was  supported  by  a decision  of  my  prede- 
cessor. Upon  the  weight  of  these  reasons  in  sup- 
port of,  and  against  the  present  motion,  1 have  now 
io  decide — 1st.  Whether  such  was  the  intention  of 
the  legislature,  as  it  is  contended  for  by  the  soli- 
citor general,  and  2dly,  whether  that  intention,  as 
contended  for,  is  in  accordance  with  the  decisions 
of  this  court. 

1.  As  to  the  intention  of  the  legislature. 

It  has  been  mentioned  (and  therefore  I am  at  li- 
berty to  say),  that  the  penal  code  of  Georgia  was 
framed  by  Mr.  Harris  and  myself,  under  the  ap- 
pointment  of  the  then  governor  of  the  state.  We 
felt  anxious  to  adapt  the  criminal  law  of  our  ances- 
tors to  the  republican  institutions  of  this  country; 
and  with  that  feeling  as  the  pole  star  of  the  duty 
confided  to  us,  we  endeavored  to  place  the  accus- 
ed upon  as  high  a scale  of  dignity  as  was  dictated 
by  the  wide  difiTerence  between  a citizen  of  a re- 
public and  the  subject  of  a monarchy.  We  conse- 
quently infused  into  the  system  (which  the  legis- 
lature of  Georgia  did  us  the  honor  to  adopt)  every 
principle  of  mercy  and  indulgence,  which  that  con- 
trast suggested.  We  placed  a citizen  of  Georgia, 
or  any  person  committing  an  offence  against  her 
good  order  and  government,  (which  inflicted  upon 
him  or  her,  a penitentiary  punishment  for  the 
term  mentioned  in  this  section  of  the  code)  upon 
the  same  footing  as  a subject  of  England,  charged 
with  treason.  We  considered  that  the  best  men,. 
under  the  soundest  impressions  of  moral,  religious 
and  political  obligations,  might  commit  the  crime 
of  treason,  who  would,  from  their  souls,  abhor  and 
be  the  first  to  punish  the  unfortunate  creature  who 
had  committed  the  offence  of  petit  kircenp. 

Under  this  impression,  we  also  thought  (at  least 
I did)  that  the  privileges  intended  by  the  statutes 
of  England,  to  persons  charged  with  treason, 
ought  to  be  extended  to  persons  charged  with  felo- 
ny, which  subjected  him  to  a penitentiary  offence 
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In  short,  that  reason  required  the  same  i idtilgen- 
cies  *0  the  one  that  were  awar  led  to  the  oth  r In 
foro  cxUy  there  could  be  no  distitiction.  Hence  the 
introduction  of  this  sect  into  the  penal  code.  It 
was  an  adoption  of  the  humane  provisions  of  the 
British  statutes,  in  relation  to  t’^eason,  which  ought 
to  apply  to  an  American  citizen,  charged  with  a 
felony.  The  statutes  of  England  to  which  I illude, 
are  the  statutes  of  W.  3,  c.  3,  and  7,  Ann,  c.  21 
The  statutes  of  W.  require,  as  before  stated,  tha> 
tlie  prisoner  shall  liive  a copy  of  the  indictment 
before  hia  arraignment;  and  the  statutes  of  Ann, 
that  the  prisoner  shall  not  only  have  a co/j^  of  the 
indictment,  but  a Ust  of  the  witnesses  to  be  pro 
duced,  and  of  thejurors  impannelled,  with  their 
professions  and  places  of  abode,  the  better  to  en- 
able  him  to  make  his  challenges  and  defence. 

The  reasons  of  the  indulgencies  are,  that  the  pri- 
soner may  enquire  into  the  characters  of  the  wit- 
nesses and  qualifications  of  the  jurors. 

These  were  the  reasons  which  inHuenced  the 
fta  ners  of  the  code,  and,  as  1 presume,  the  legisla- 
ture of  Georgia. 

2.  As  to  the  decisions  of  this  court. 

1 certainly  decided  at  the  last  term,  in  the  case 
so  repeatedly  pressed  upon  my  recollection,  that  a 
witness  who  had  not  been  sworn  to  give  testimony 
before  the  grmd  Jury,  could  not  be  sworn  and  ex- 
amined on  the  trial  of  the  accused,  before  the 
petit  jury.  My  reasons  for  this  decision  was  found 
od  upon  the  reason  assigned  by  the  British  law, 
that  the  accused  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
inquiring  into  the  character  of  the  witness.  The 
sudden  and  unexpected  presentation  of  the  witness 
prevented  this  inquiry,  and  therefore  she  was  re- 
jected. This  was  the  decision  in  the  case,  and  it 
must,  or  ought  to  be,  remembered  by^every  person 
W’ho  heard  the  opinion.  But  suppose  that  notice 
had  been  given  by  Mr.  Solicitor,  that  he  intended 
to  apply  for  a witness’s  name,  to  be  recorded  on  the 
bill,  which  notice  allowed  time  for  inquiry  as  to 
character,  was  not  this  a compliance  with  the  re- 
quisition and  object  of  the  penal  code?  My  prede- 
cessor has  said  that  it  would  be,  and,  cessanie  ra- 
tione,  cessat  et  ipsa  lex.  Mr.  Wilde,  of  counsel 
for  the  prisoners,  has  pressed  upon  me  the  maxim 
stare  decisis,  that  it  is  better  erroneous  decisions 
of  the  court  should  be  adhered  to,  than  to  be  de- 
pendent  upon  the  contrarious,  oscillating  opinions 
of  this  court. 

I answer,  stare  decisis — and,  upon  that  maxim, 
this  case,  under  the  present  motiim,  shall  be  de- 
cided. It  is  therefore  ordered,  that  the  name  of  the 
witnesses  mentioned  in  the  motion  of  Mr.  Solicitor, 
be  recorded  in  the  list  of  witnesses  on  these  bills 
of  indictment,  who  gave  testimony  before  the 
grand  jury. 

MARINE  COURT,  NEW-YORK, 

APuiL  29th,  1822 

Timothy  Laye,  vs.  Alexander  Cart-xriyht. 

Interesting  decision,  as  to  the  capiain’s  right  on 
board  a merchantman,  to  chastise  his  seamen; 
also,  of  the  mate  on  board  the  same,  and  when 
and  how  he  may  exercise  that  right. 

This  was  an  action  of  assault  and  battery,  alleg- 
ed to  have  been  committed  by  captain  Cartwright, 
the  defendant,  master  of  the  ship  South  Carolina 
Packet,  recently  from  St.  Croix,  upon  Lnye,  the 
plaintiff,  who  was  steward  of  the  ship.  It  appear- 
ed in  testimony,  that  on  the  outward  voyage  the 
cook  was  sick,  and  Laye,  being  the  steward,  was 


next  in  order,  assigned  by  the  captain  to  act  in  his 
place. 

One  morning  he  spoiled  the  breakfast  by  his  slo- 
venly cookery— burnt  the  rice,  so  that  it  was  not 
■'arable;  and  boiled  the  mackerel  and  potatoes  to- 
gether, in  dir  v water,  and  in  a dirty  kettle,  which 
had  not  been  cle-ined  after  the  preceding  day's 
cookery.  The  captain,  for  his  punishment,  Iasi  ei 
him  up  by  his  thumbs  to  the  main  shroinl,  and 
there  kepi  him  ahoir  two  hours.  Finney,  the  first 
witness,  made  out  the  puni-hment  to  be  severe  and 
cruel;  he  said  the  plainiifi'  could  not  stand  fairly 
upon  his  feet,  and  was  so  far  suspended  by  his 
thumbs,  that  when  taken  down,  they  were  swollen 
to  that  degree,  he  could  not  use  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  severe  infliction.  The  exact  truth 
of  the  Case,  however,  seemed  to  be,  that  the  plaio- 
»ift’  was  not  80  lightly  bound  by  the  thumbs,  as  to 
occasion  any  great  degree  of  pain;  and  could  stand 
perfectly  upright  and  free  upon  his  feel;  and  that 
none  of  the  crew  heard  any  complaint  from  him 
whatever,  after  he  was  let  down;  the  single  wit- 
ness aforesaid,  only  excepted.  It  was  also  alleg- 
ed, that  the  captain  commi’ted  another  assault  and 
battery  on  the  plaintiff,  on  the  return  voyage. 

Edward  Burr,  Esq  conducted  the  defence,  and 
summed  up  to  the  jury  in  a handsome  style  for  capt, 
Cartwright.  Mr.  Rose  addressed  the  jury  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiff.  Mr.  justice  Swanlon,  who 
presided  at  the  trial,  then  proceeded  to  recapitu- 
late the  testimony,  and  ciiarge  the  jury  upon  the 
law  of  the  case.  The  questions  to  be  settled  by 
the  jury,  his  honor  remarked,  were,  first,  whether 
the  chastisement  which  the  captain  inflicted,  was 
unnecessarily  severe  and  disproportionate  to  the 
offence.  That  the  captain  of  a vessel  had  a right 
to  inflict  chastisement  on  one  of  his  crew,  when 
the  conduct  and  due  management  of  the  vessel 
rendered  it  necessary,  was  not  to  be  questioned, 
and  it  would  appear,  that,  in  the  present  case,  the 
conduct  of  the  steward' was  reprehensible,  and 
justified  some  chastisement.  It  was  in  evidence,- 
that  the  steward  of  a vessel  should  understand,  and 
when  called  upon  by  the  captain,  in  a case  of  ne- 
cessity, such  as  sickness  and  the  like,  perform  the 
duties  of  the  cook,  and  so,  next  to  him,  in  case  of 
necessity,  one  of  the  crew,  or  the  crew  in  rotation. 
The  steward  here  had  certainly  not  done  his  duty, 
and  the  captain,  as  he  had  a right  to  do,  tied  him 
up  by  the  timrobs  to  punish  him.  If,  however,  the 
punishment  was  excessive,  the  jury  must  find  a ver- 
dict against  the  captain.  It  had  also  been  proved, 
that  the  captain,  on  a certain  occasion,  had  kicked 
the  plaintiff  after  he  had  ordered  him,  and  while 
he  was  going  down  the  companion  way;  but  it  ap- 
peared, moreover,  that  as  he  was  going  down,  the 
plaintitl'  loitered  and  talked  back  to  tlie  captain. 
On  this  latter  point,  it  might  be  doubtful,  whether 
the  plaintiff'  should  not  recover,  as  the  kicking,  jf 
they  believed  the  witness,  did  not  appear  to  be  ne- 
ce.ssary;  but  the  jury  must  decide  according  to 
their  own  view  of  the  rase.  The  jury  retired  about 
twenty  minutes,  and  returned  with  a verdict  not 
guilty. 

Another  cause  then  came  on  of  the  same  plaintiff, 
igainst  Thomas  Roland,  the  mate,  also  for  assault 
and  battery,  and  involved  still  nicer  points  of  law. 
Laye,  in  this  case,  alleged  that  the  defendant  had,, 
in  several  instances,  during  the  voyage,  violently 
beaten  him.  There  was  no  testimony  that  Roland, 
the  mate,  had  struck  him,  or  kicked  him  in  three 
several  instances;  and  had  there  been  ii'  contra- 
dictory tPSlimony,  or  had  the  jury  placed  the  full- 
est  reliance  on  the  pl.'tintiff 's  witness,  a verdict 
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for  a co'^siderable  amount  might  have  bepn  found 
for  the  plaintiff.  That  he  had  been  struck  by  the 
mate,  there  v/as  no  question;  and  the  point  of  law 
raised,  was,  whether  the  mate,  under  the  circum- 
stances, had  a right  to  chastise  him. 

Mr.  Rose,  for  the  plaintiff,  contended  strenuous- 
ly, that  the  mate  bad  never  a right,  in  any  circum- 
stances whatever,  to  strike  a hand  at  all;  but  must, 
in  all  cases  of  his  misconduct  report  him  to  the 
captain,  who  might  chastise  him,  if  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  demanded  punisliment. 

Mr  Burr,  on  the  other  hand,  contended  (and  the 
Court  charged  the  jury  accordingly,)  that  there 
certainly  was  circumstances  in  which  the  mate  was 
jus  ified  in  striking  a hand,  to  enforce  obedience. 
For  instance,  when  the  captain  was  sick,  or  on 
sliore,  and  it  was  necessary  for  the  mate  to  compel 
some  diitv  to  be  done  immediately.  In  such  cases 
it  would  be  justifiable.  So,  even  if  the  captain 
were  on  board,  and  the  mate  superintending  on 
deck,  and  some  necessary  duty  on  which  the  sal- 
vation of  the  ship  depended,  was  to  be  done  in 
stantly.  There  the  mate  would  have  a right  to 
compel  instant  obedience  by  blows.  Generally, 
however,  his  honour  remarked,  when  the  mate 
might  have  time,  without  danger  to  the  vessel,  to 
report  the  delinquent  or  disobedient  man  to  the 
captain,  that  he  might  deal  with  him,  he  would  not 
be  justified  in  inflicting  punishment  himself.  The 
jury,  after  about  half  an  hour’s  absence,  came  in 
with  a verdict  of  six  cents  damages  for  the  plain- 
tiff, and  costs. 

The  details  of  the  testimony  in  the  forgoing  ca- 
ses,  are  not  particuluarly  given.  A due  under- 
standing  of  the  points  of  law  involved,  is  all  that 
is  considered  of  essential  importance.  Many  have 
been  of  opinion,  that  a master  of  a merchant  ves- 
sel has  no  right,  in  any  case,  to  flog  a hand  on  board, 
and  that  the  male  certainly  never  could  exercise 
such  authority.  The  law  on  those  points,  however, 
will  be  found  correctly  given  as  above;  and  when 
it  is  added,  that  the  able  counsel  for  the  plaintiff, 
himself,  conceded  that  such  was  the  law,  and  did 
not  for  a moment  attempt  to  contest  it,  so  far  at 
least,  as  regards  the  captain  of  a vessel,  the  pub- 
lic mhy  look  upon  the  opinions  of  the  court,  in  the 
two  cases  as  above  expressed,  as  speaking  the  law 
of  the  land  with  entire  correctness. 
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Becision  of  the  supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  case  of  the  corporation  of  St.  Mary’s  church 
(Roman  Catholic)  in  the  city  Philadelphia,  on  a 
proposed  alteration  of  its  charter. 

Til^hmarit  chief  justice; — 

“The  trustees  of  the  Roman  Catholic  society 
worshipping  at  the  church  of  St.  Marv,”  have  pro- 
posed certain  alterations  of  their  charter,  the 
lawfulness  of  which  has  been  submitted  to  this 
court,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  assembly,  passed  the 
20th  day  of  March  last.  This  corporation  was  in- 
stituted  by  an  act  of  assembly,  passed  the  loth  of 
September,  1788,  and  consequently  was  not  autho- 
rized to  procure  an  amendment  of  its  charter  un- 
der the  general  provisions  of  the  act  of  6th  of 
April,  1791,  entitled  ‘♦act  to  confer  on  certain  as- 
sociations of  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth, 
the  powers  and  immunities  of  corporations  or  bo- 
dies politic  in  law.”  It  was  neccessary  therefore 
to  resort  to  the  supreme  power  of  the  legislature, 
by  wiiose  authority,  expressed  in  the  act  of  the  20tb 
March,  1821,  this  religious  society  was  empower- 
ed to  improve,  amend,  and  alter  the  charter  of 


incorporation,  granted  by  the  act  of  13tb  Seplem- 
be  , 1788,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  the  same 
privileges  and  powers,  as  corporations  established 
by  virtue  of  the  act  of  6th  April,  1791. 

We  must  examine  the  last  mentioned  act,  there- 
fore, in  order  to  understand  what  is  our  authority 
and  what  our  duty  on  the  present  occasion.  And, 
on  reference  to  it,  we  find,  th'^t,  in  the  first  place, 
it  authorizes  any  number  of  persons,  citizens  of  the 
commonwealth,  who  have  associated  thenriselves  for 
any  literary,  charitable  or  religious  purpose,  to  ac- 
quire the  rights  of  a corporation  on  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  theyma>  think  proper,  provided 
the  instrument  of  incorporation  be  submitted,  fir  st, 
to  the  attorney-general,  and,  afterwards,  to  this 
court,  and  bo  h express  their  opinion  in  writing, 
“that  the  object,  articles  and  condition,  therein  set 
forth  and  contained,  are  lawful.”  It  is  then  provide 
ed,  by  the  second  section,  “that  as  often  as  \he  cor- 
poration, established  by  virtue  of  that  act,  and  the 
successors  thereof  respectively,  should  be  desirous 
of  improving,  amending  or  altering,  the  articles 
and  conditions  of  the  instrument  upon  which  they 
wererespeciively  formed  and  established,  it  should 
be  lawful  for  such  corporations  respectively,  in  like 
manner,  to  specify  the  improvements,  amendments 
or  alterations  which  should  be  desired,  and  the 
same  to  present  to  the  attorney  general  and  supreme 
court,  who  should,  in  like  manner,  certify  their  opi- 
nion touching  the  lawfulness  of  such  improvements, 
amendments  and  alterations.” 

On  application  for  amendments,  under  this  act  of 
assembly,  difficulties  may  arise,  which  do  not  seem 
to  have  entered  into  the  contemplation  of  the  legis- 
lature. When  a society  wishes  to  be  incorporated, 
an  instrument  is  prepared  and  signed  by  .he  mem- 
bers of  the  society  individually,  so  that  the  unani- 
roous  desire  of  the  signers  appears  clearly  to  the 
court.  But,  when  alterations  are  proposed,  the  case 
is  different.  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  prove  that 
every  individual^  who  has  rights  or  privileges  under 
the  charter,  has  assented  to  the  alterations.  And 
yet,  the  expressions  of  the  act  are,  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  corporations,  in  like  manner,  to 
specify  the  improvements,  &c.  This  is  all  very  well, 
and  every  thing  goes  smoothly,  while  there  is  no 
difference  of  opinion  in  the  members  of  the  corpo- 
ration. But,  suppose  there  should  be  a difference, 
and  that  what  is  proposed  by  one  party,  should  be 
objecte  ! to  by  the  other. 

A difficulty  of  that  kind  arose,  when  many  of  the 
members  of  this  religious  society  of  St  Mary,  in 
their  individual  capacity,  applied  to  the  court  for  an 
alteration  of  their  charter,  at  the  last  March  term, 
and  were  opposed  by  the  trustees  in  their  corporate 
capacity.  The  court  then  decided  that  it  was  not 
authorized  to  certify  its  opinion,  touching  the  law- 
fulness of  the  proposed  alteration,  because  the  pro- 
posal did  not  come  from  the  trustees,  in  whom  were 
vested  the  corporate  powers  of  its  society.  The 
reasons  which  induced  the  court  to  come  to  that 
conclusion,  appear,  in  the  opinion  which  was  then 
delivered,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them. 

Since  the  last  term,  new  trustees  have  been 
elected,  who  differ  in  sentiment  from  their  prede- 
cessors, and  now  the  proposal  for  alteration  comes 
from  the  trustees,  under  the  seal  of  the  charter. — 
But  another  difficulty  is  started  up.— This  corpo- 
ration consists  of  eight  lay,  and  three  clerical  mem- 
bers. The  laity  are  for  an  alteration,  but.ihe  cler- 
gy dissent.  What  is  to  be  done  in  this  predica- 
ment.'* Is  the  court  bound  to  consider  the  propo- 
sal, for  alteration  of  the  charter,  as  the  act  of 
the  corporation,  because  it  is  presented  under  the 
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corporate  seal;  or  may  it  look  beyond  the  seal,  and 
inquire  in  what  manner,  and  by  what  authority  it 
was  affixed?  undoubtedly  it^may  and  itought:  sup- 
pose amendments  should  be  voted  at  a meet- 
ing of  the  corporation,  not  lawfully  convened,  and 
some  of  the  members  who  were  absent,  should  dis- 
sent. Suppose  a meeting  lawfully  convened,  and 
then  the  majority  should  force  the  minority  to  re- 
tire, after  which  they  should  pass  a resolution  for 
amendment.  Suppose,  by  the  constitution  of  the 
corporation,  a certain  quorum  should  be  required 
to  do  business,  and  a number,  less  than  the  quorum, 
should  pass  resolutions  for  amendment,  and  affix  the 
seal.  Or  suppose  the  constitution  provided  that 
the  assent  of  certain  members  should  be  necessa- 
ry, and  the  others  proceeded  to  act  without  their 
assent.  In  all  these  cases  it  is  too  clear,  to  admit 
of  argument,  that  the  court  would  do  flagrant  in- 
justice  if  it  suffered  the  seal  to  preclude  an  exami- 
nation of  the  truth. 

In  the  case  before  us,  irregularities  are  com- 
plained of,  and  the  power  of  the  lay  members  to 
propose  amendments,  altering  the  fundamental  ar- 
ticles of  the  charter,  against  the  will  of  the  clergy, 
is  denied.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  analyse 
the  charter,  to  consider  the  power  possessed  by  the 
different  members,  and  examine  how  that  power  has 
been  exercised.  But  1 will  previously  remark,  that 
should  the  rights  intended  to  be  secured  to  any 
persons,  by  the  charter  under  consideration,  be  ef- 
fected by  the  proposed  alteration,  the  act  of  as- 
sembly, by  virtue  of  which  we  now  sit  in  judgment, 
should  be  liberally  construed  for  the  protection  of 
those  persons.  For  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  of  this  commonwealth  in  particular, 
have  shown  a high  regard  for  chartered  rights. — 
One  of  the  grievances  set  forth  in  our  declaration 
of  independence  was,  that  the  King  took  atuay  our 
charter;  and,  in  the  case  of  “thecollege,  a.Qademy, 
and  charity  school  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,”  the 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  set  memorable  ex- 
ample of  good  faith  and  integrity.  During  the 
heat  of  the  revolutionary  war,  the  charter  of  the 
college  was  prostrated  by  an  act  of  assembly,  pas- 
sed the  27th  Xov.  1779,  for  an  alleged  breach  of 
charter  comrailted  in  the  year  1764.  It  is  worthy 
of  observation,  that  the  legislature  which  passed 
this  act  was  friendly  to  learning,  and,  though  it  de- 
stroyed the  college,  erected  in  its  place,  a seminary 
founded  on  a larger  plan  and  calculated  to  be  more 
extensively  useful,  on  which  it  conferred  valuable 
endowments.  ..  Nevertheless,  when  the  warmth, 
which  probably  occasioned  the  destruction  of  the 
college,  had  subsided,  and  the  people  had  time  to 
reflect  calmly  on  the  injus,tice  of  taking  away  a 
charter,  -without  trialy  the  act  of  1779,  so  far  as  it 
affected  the  college,  was  repealed,  with  strong  ex- 
pressions of  disapprobation. 

To  return  to  the  charter  in  question,  which 
bears  date  the  13lh  Sept.  1788,  it  is  to  be  observ- 
ed, that  so  long  ago  as  the  23d  Jan.  1760,  the  legal 
estate  of  the  lot  on  which  St.  Mary’s  church  now 
Stan d.<^  was  vested  in  Daniel  Swan  and  others,  in 
trust  fir  the  members  in  uniiyivith  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic congregation.  I'his  appears  by  the  declaration 
of  trust,  of  Swan  and  others — and  it  is  presumed 
that  this  property  has  been  legally  vest*^  in  the 
present  corporation,  (although  no  deed  of  convey- 
ance appears  to  have  been  given  in  evidence),  be- 
cause it  is  mentioned  in  the  charter.  Between  the 
years  1763  and  1770,  St.  Mary’s  church  was  built, 
and  since  the  year  1800  it  has  been  much  enlarg- 
ed. The  expense  of  these  buildings  was  defrayed 
by  individual  subscriptions,  and  it  is  supposed  that 
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the  ground  was  purchased  in  the  same  manner.— 

It  is  in  evidence  also,  that  the  clergy  were  not  back- 
ward in  contributing.  The  act  of  incorporation, 
after  a recital  that  the  members  of  the  religioua 
society  of  Roman  Catholics,  inhabiting  the  city  and 
vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  and  belonging  to  the  con- 
gregation worshiping  at  the  church  of  St.  .Mary, 
had  requested  the  legislature  to  pass  a law  to  incor- 
porate them,  and  enable  them  to  manage  the  tem- 
poralities of  their  church  as  other  religious  societies 
had  been  enabled  to  do,  proceeds  to  incorporate 
them  by  the  name  of  ‘‘the  trustees  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  society,  worshiping  at,  the  church  of  St. 
Mary,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,”  and  authorizes 
the  trustees  to  lease,  sell,  or  otherwise  dispose  of, 
the  real  estate,  except  the  church  called  St.  Mary’s, 
and  the  lot  of  ground,  grave  yard  and  appurte- 
nances thereto  belonging.  The  act  then  appointed 
three  priests  (then  pastors  of  the  church)  and  eight 
laymen,  as  the  first  trustees,  and  declares  that  the 
future  trustees  shall  be  and  consist  of  ‘‘the  pastors 
of  the  church  for  the  time  being,  duly  appointed, 
not  exceeding  three  in  number,  aisd  of  eight  lay- 
members  of  the  congregation  worshiping  in  the 
said  church,  to  be  appointed  and  elected  in  the 
manner  therein  after  directed,”  as  follows: 

The  lay-members  are  to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  and 
“every  member  of  the  congregation  holding  a pew 
or  part  of  a pew  in  the  church,  and  paying  for  the 
same  not  less  than  fifteen  shillings  by  the  year,  and 
not  being  in  arrears  for  the  said  contribution  more 
than  six  months,  is  entitled  to  a vote.  The  elec- 
tion is  to  be  decided  by  a majority  of  the  votes  thus 
qualified.  It  is  to  be  annual,  and  the  lay  trustees,  so 
chosen,  are  to  continue  to  be  trustees  until  the  next 
election. — “And  if  the  pastors  of  the  said  church, 
duly  appointed,  shall  on  any  day  of  such  election,  ex- 
ceed the  number  of  three,  they  shall,  among  them- 
selves, agree  which  three  of  them  shall  be  trustees 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  shall  opanly  declare,  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  electors  so  met,  at  the  timeof  con- 
cluding the  said  election,  the  names  of  all  the  said 
trustees  and  members,  who  shall  be  so  appointed  and 
chosen  trustees  of  the  said  corporation,  and  their 
names  shall  be  entered  on  the  books  of  the  said 
corporation,  for  that  purpose  to  be  kept,  and  the 
said  trustees  so  appointed  and  members  so  chosen 
trustees  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  continue  trus- 
tees until  the  close  of  she  next  election.”  Those 
trustees  and  their  successors  are  to  meet,  from 
time  to  time,  and  transact  the  business  of  the  so- 
ciety, “of  the  time  and  place  of  which  meeting 
due  notice  shall  be  given  to  all  the  trustees,  at 
least  one  day  before,  at  which  meeting  the  eldest 
pastor  present  shall  be  president,  and  if  seven  of  the 
said  trustees  shall  attend,  they  shall  form  a quo- 
rum or  board,  and  shall  have  power,  by  a majority 
of  voices  present,  to  make,  ordain,  and  establish 
such  rules,  orders  and  regulations,  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  temporal  business,  the  government 
their  schools,  and  disposing  of  the  estate  of  the 
said  corporation,  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper.” 

This  is  the  substance  of  the  charter.  Let  us  now 
see  what  proceedings  have  been  had,  in  order  to 
procure  the  proposed  alteration. 

The  election  of  the  present  trustees  took  place 
the  24th  .\pril,  1821.  At  that  time  there  appeared 
to  have  been  three  pastors;  the  right  rev.  bishop 
Conwell,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Gummisky  and  Mr.  Hay- 
den. The  board  mot  the  day  after  the  election, 
present  the  three  pastors  before  mentioned,  and  all 
the  eight  lay  members.  The  rev.  Mr.  Gummisky 
was  declared  president,  and  took  the  chair.  At 
that  meeting  the  lay  members  entered  a protest 
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ng-ainst  the  appearance  of  vhe  bishop,  or  of  Mr. 
Jlayden,  at  the  board,  or  their  participating  in  th^^ 
transaction  of  business,  for  which  they  assigftec 
their  reasons.  They  add,  “that  they  do  not  intend' 
to  oppose  the  continuance  of  the  bishop,  or  of  the 
rev.  Mr.  Hayden,  at  that  meeting,  but  they  canno 
consent  to  recognize  either  of  them,  in  any  official 
character,  or  consider  them  entitled  to  exercise 
any  of  the  functions  Or  privileges  of  a member.” — 
It  (does  not  appear  that  the  bishop  ever  attendee' 
the  si’ ti.tgs  of  t!ie  board  after  that  meeting,  but  the 
rev.  Mr.  Cummisk',  against  whom  no  protest  was 
entered,  attended,  and  presided  at  meetings  held 
or.  ll'.e  25th,  26th  and  30th  April,  and  on  the  3d  and 
8th  of  May,  being  the  only  pastor  present.  He 
was  present  too  at  a meeting  on  the  I4th  May, 
at'  wliich  was  also  present  the  rev.  Mr.  Hogan, 
a Roman  Catholic  priest,  whose  faculties  had 
bepii  withdrawn  by  the  bishop  on  the  12th  Decem- 
ber, 1820,  and  had  not  been  restored  to  him. 

It  is  stated  in  the  preamble  of  a resolution  pas- 
sed by  the  board,  at  a meeting  on  the  28th  May, 
that  the  rev.  Mr.  Hogan  “had  resumed  his  station 
«s  pastor  oftlie  church,  and,  according  to  seniority, 
took  the  chair,  at  the  meeting  on  the  14th  May,  and 
presided  over  the  board,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Cu;nmis- 
ky  having  also  attended  that  meeting,  was  placed, 
in  order,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  president’s  chair, 
hilt  thought  proper,  during  tlie  sitting,  to  express 
his  disapprobation  and  dissatisfaction  at  being  su- 
perseded, and  afterwards  fully  confirmed  the  same 
by  absenting  himself  altogether  from  the  board,  al- 
lhough several  meetings  had  been  held,  and  had 
also  absented  himself  from  Si.  Mary’s  church  and 
neglected  discharging  bis  pastoral  functions.” — 
After  this  preamble  it  was  resolved,  “that  the  rev. 
Mr.  Cummisky  cannot  any  longer  be  considered  as 
a pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  church,  and  consequently 
not  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  said  church, 
having  voluntarily  vacated  his  seat  at  the  said 
board,  and  neglected  and  refused  discharging  his 
pastoral  duties  in  the  said  church.” — At  this  meet 
ing  no  pastor  was  present,  and  Mr.  Cummisky,  hav 
ing  been  served  with  a copy  of  the  resolution,  ne- 
ver afterwards  attended. 

I he  resolution  for  making  the  alterations  in  the 
charter,  \vhich  aremow  before  the  court,  was  passed 
at  a meeting  held  the  9th  July,  1821,  at  which  were 
present  the  rev.  Mr.  Hogan  (and  no  other  clergy 
inan)  and  seven  lay  members.  Before  this  meeting 
Mr.  Hogan  had  been  excommunicated  by  the  bish- 
op. The  counsel  for  the  lay  trustees  have  denied 
the  right  of  the  bisbop  to  excorrivnunicaie  Mr  H •- 
gan,  or  even  to  withdraw  liis  facul  ies,  without  tri- 
al, and  on  this  subject  there  was  much  learned  ar 
guraent  on  both  sides  But  1 shall  give  no  opiruon 
on  this  point,  because  I think  it  unnecessary,  and 
therefore  improper,  as  Mr.  Hogan  is  not  personally 
before  the  court,  and  especially  as  proceedings  in 
nature  of  quo  warranio  have  been  commenced 
against  him,  to  try  the  right  by  which  he  claims  to 
exercise  the  office  of  a trustee  of  St.  Mary’s  church. 
In  my  view  of  the  case,  it  is  irnmaterial  whether  Mr. 
Hogan  was  a lawful  pastor  or  not,  because  even 
though  he  were,  yet  he  was  not  the  sole  pastor;  and 
if  there  were  other  pastors,  who  were  unlawfully 
excluded  from  the  sittings  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
by  the  lay  members  at  the  time  when  the  resolu- 
lien  for  alteration  of  the  charter  was  passed,  their 
proceedings  cannot  be  valid. 

That  there  was  such  an  unlawful  exclusion,  of  at 
•Uast  one  pastor,  (the  rev.  Mr.  Cummisky)  1 can 
have  no  doubt.  As  to  tiie  protest  against  the  bish- 
op,  and  Mr.  Hayden,  it  is  coiitend-ed  thal  it  was  no 


exclusion,  but  only  a denial  of  their  rii  ht  to  sit  as 
rustees,  to  which  they  were  not  obliged  to  pay  any 
regard.  It  is  said  too  that  there  was  nn  inien  ion 
to  exclude  them  forcibly,  and  it  may  be  so.  It  must 
he  confessed,  however,  that  those  gentlemen  were 
placed  in  a very  delicate  situation  considering  the 
nature  of  their  offices;  decency  forbade  their  enter- 
i g into  warm  altercations  with  the  laity,  and  there 
are  some  expressions  in  the  protes'  (""that  there  -was 
no  intention  to  oppose  their  continuance  at  that  meet- 
ing^*J  which  rendered  it  rather  doubtful,  what 
treatment  they  might  expect,  if  they  appeared  at 
another  meeting.  1 give  no  opinion  on  this  part  of 
the  case,  and  shall  confine  my  observations  to  the 
exclusion  of  Mr.  Cummisky  only. 

It  was  not  denied  that  he  was  a pastor  duly  ap^ 
pointed,  us  I think  it  was  not  asserted  that  the  lay 
members  of  this  society  had  ever  before  exercised, 
or  even  claimed  the  right  of  appointing  or  removing 
a pastor.  When  the  charter  speaks  of  pastors  duly 
appointed^  it  refers  to  tiie  rules  and  discipline  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  church.  Something  was  said,  in 
the  argument,  of  the  danger  of  a foreign  head  of 
an  American  church.  But  our  laws  have  expressed 
no  apprehension  of  any  such  danger,  and  if  our  Ro- 
man Catholic  brethren  do,  in  their  conscience,  be- 
lieve, that  the  power  of  conferring^  or  of  withdraw- 
ing the  sacred  rights  of  the  clergy,  has  been  handed 
down  in  sure  succession  from  the  holy  apostle  St. 
Peter,  to  the  present  pontiff,  Pius  the  7th,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  America  have  seen 
nothing  in  this  belief,  either  criminal  or  dangerous 
to  civil  liberty.  Neither  has  it  been  remarked, 
that,  during  our  revolutionary  struggle,  or  on  any 
trying  occasion  since,  the  members  of  that  church 
have  been  less  patriotic  than  their  fellow  Christians 
of  other  denominations.  Their  priests,  therefore, 
are'  entitled  to,  and  will  receive  the  same  protection 
as  other  clergy. 

Questions,  concerning  the  rights  of  the  Presby- 
terian clergy,  have  several  times  come  before  this 
court,  particularly  in  the  cases  of  M’Millan  (in  er- 
ror) V.  Birch  (I  Bin.  178.)  and  Riddle,  &c.  v.  Stevens 
(2  S.  & R.  537.)  in  the  latter  case,  these  were  my 
expressions,  and  I adhere  to  them:— “Every  church 
has  a discipline  of  its  own.  It  is  necessary  that  it 
should  be  so,  because,  without  rules  and  discipline, 
no  body,  composed  of  numerous  individuals,  can  be 
governed.  But  this  discipline  is  confined  to  spiri- 
tual affairs.  It  operates  on  the  mi7id  and  conscience, 
without  pretending  to  temporal  authority.  No  mem- 
ber of  the  church  can  be  fined  or  imprisoned.  But 
be  he  minister  or  lay  man,  he  may  be  admonished, 
reproved,  and  finally  ejected  form  the  society.  So 
may  he  retire  from  it  at  his  own  free  will.  Under 
these  restrictions,  religious  discipline  may  do  much 
good,  without  infringing  civil  liberty.”  And, in  the 
same  case,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  court,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  it 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  congregation  to  remove 
their  minister;  but  that  the  presbytery  alone  could 
do  it,  with  a right  of  appeal,  first  to  the  synod,  and, 
in  the  last  resort,  to  the  general  as.sembly. 

From  all  the  evidence  which  we  have  had  of  the 
rules  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  the  lay  mem- 
bers cannot  remove  their  pastor.  How  was  it  then, 
that  Mr.  Cummisky  ceased  to  be  a pastor  of  St. 
Mary’s  church,  or  by  what  authority  did  the  lay 
members  of  the  corporation  declare,  that  he  had 
forfeited  iiis  office  of  trustee,  which  belongs  to  him 
ex  effico,  if  he  remained  pastor.''  The  reason  as- 
signed is,  that  he  had  absented  himself  from  the 
meetings  of  the  corporation,  and  neglected  his  duty 
as  pastor.  For  neglect  of  pastoral  duty,  they  had 
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ro  right  to  condemn,  or  even  to  try  him;  and  as  to 
declining  to  attend  a few  meetings  of  the  corpora 
lion,  that  surely  could  not  amount  to  a forfeiture  of 
his  trusteeship.  He  was  never  called  to  explain  or 
justify  his  conduct — nocharge  was  exhibited  against 
him — He  never  resigned  his  office — bu*,  upon  the 
princip>e  of  an  impUetl  resignation,  he  was  expelled 
from  the  board.  In  this  proceeding,  the  respecta- 
ble ge-  tlemen  who  compose  the  lay  part  of  the 
corporation  (and  I know  that  among  then',  there  are 
men  tvuly  respectable)  certainly  went  too  far  in  so 
important  a business  as  an  alteration  ef fundamental 
articles;  not  only  has  every  member  a right  to  be 
present,  but  every  member  should  have  explicit  no- 
tice, that  the  subject  of  amendments  was  to  be 
acted  on.  I am  decidedly  of  opinion,  therefore,  thac 
the  resolution  in  favor  of  an  alteration  of  this  char- 
ter, passed  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Cummisky,  was 
unlawful. 

Here  I might  stop— But  another  question  of  much 
importance  to  the  peace  of  this  society,  has  been 
brought  forward,  and  wishing  sincerely  for  its 
peace,  I think  it  my  duty  to  give  an  opinion  on  it. 
Suppose  the  three  pastors  to  be  present,  and  a vote 
in  favorof  amendment  to  be  carried  by  the  lav  mem- 
bers, w!io  inske  a majority  of  the  board,  the  pastors 
dissenting  and  protesting  against  it,  would  that 
a case  in  which  this  cotirt  ought  to  sanction  the 
amendments.?  In  considering  this  question,  I sliall 
avoid  all  technical  and  nice  distinction-',  and  en- 
deavour to  ascer’ain  the  real  nature  and  intent  ot 
the  charter.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  act  of 
assembly,  which  incorporates  this  religious  society, 
was  drawn  in  conformity  to  their  desire,  and  the 
structure  of  the  corporation  plainly  shows,  that  the 
greatest  harmony  and  confidence  subsisted  between 
the  laity  and  their  pastors.  The  laity  were  to  elect 
eight  members,  to  whom  were  to  be  added  their 
past  ms  for  the  time  being,  not  exceeding  three  in 
number,  duly  appointed;  that  is  appointed  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  Roman  Cstholic  church.  These  11 
trustees  were  to  meet  together,  with  power  to  trans- 
act all  the  temporal  business  of  the  church — seven 
made  a quorum,  and  all  questions  were  to  be  decid- 
ed by  a majority  of  voices  present.  But  it  was  pro- 
vided, that  the  oldest  pastor  present  should  preside. 

We  have  here  then,  two  distinct  classes  of  people, 
each  deriving  its  power  from  a source  different  and 
independent  of  the  other.  The  laity  being  by  far 
the  most  numerous  part  of  the  society,  were  en- 
titled to  a majority  in  the  corporation,  and  they 
had  it.  But  the  clergy,  tho*  fewer  in  number,  were 
entrusted  with  a degree  of  power,  which,  if  prudent- 
1}  exerted,  would  always  give  them  sufficient  influ 
ence.  No  provision  was  made  for  an  alteration  of 
their  charter^  because  no  alteration  was  intended, 
i-t  by  no  means  follows,  therefore,  that  a majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  trustees,  can  alter  the  char- 
ter, because  a majority  could  manage  the  ordinary 
business  of  the  society — and  this  will  be  more  evi- 
dent, when  we  consider  the  nature  of  one  of  the  al- 
terations now  proposed,  which  is  nothing  less,  than 
to  strike  the  whole  body  of  clergy  out  of  the  charter 
— to  annihilate  them — How  can  it  be  supposed,  that 
any  thing  like  this  was  in  the  contemplation  of  those 
persons  who  may  be  called  the  founders  of  this 
church;  those  who  purchased  ground  and  built  the 
chapel.?  Having  taken  such  anxious  care  to  place 
their  pastors  in  a reputable  situation  in  the  body 
corporate,  can  it  be  imagined  that  they  intended  to 
leave  it  in  the  power  of  their  successors  to  expel 
them.?  And  if  it  was  not  so  intended,  how  can  it 
now  be  done.? 

I grant  that,  if  the  clergy  had  consented;  If  even 


a majority  of  the  clerical  trustees  had  consented, 
there  would  be  no  good  objection  to  the  alteration. 
Becaus®,  although  the  charter  does  not  provide  for 
it,  yet,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  must  he  supposed 
that  all  htiman  institutions  may  in  the  cour.se  of  time 
require  alteration.  And  when  the  question  al- 
teration comes  on,  there  is  no  rule  so  convenient, 
as  to  decide  by  a majority:  That  is  the  rule  of  the 

common  law,  applied  to  corporat ions  — The  civil 
law  requires  two  thirds — I agree,  therefore,  that  in 
corporations,  where  there  is  no  distinction  of  classes, 
a ma  jority  of  the  whole  corporation  wotild  be  suffi- 
cient. But  where  there  are  dlfTerent  classes,  the 
majority  of  each  class  should  consent,  before  the 
charter  can  be  altered. 

I have  mentioned  before,  that  the  act  of  March, 
1821,  authorizing  this  society  to  alter  then  charter, 
referred  them  to  the  act  of  April,  1791,  for  the  mode 
of  doing  it;  and  I have  also  said,  that  the  act  of 
April,  1791,  does  not  seem  to  have  contemplated  a 
diffierence  of  opinion  in  the  corporation,  with  re- 
spect to  the  propriety  of  the  alteration,  because  it 
has  made  no  express  provision  for  such  a case.  We 
must  therefore  act  upon  such  principles  as  best  suit 
the  nature  of  the  case.  Had  it  not  been,  that  the 
clergy  exist  as  a distinct  body  of  men,  in  this  cor- 
poration, I should  be  for  certifying  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  in  favor  of  the  amendments  or  alteratione, 
required  by  the  majority,  at  a meeting  regularly 
convened.  Bitt  as  the  case  is,  I think  there  should 
be  a majority  of  both  classes.  I cannot  believe  that 
the  legislature  would  have  acted  on  any  other  p^'in- 
ciple,  or  that  it  intended  to  vest  this  court  with 
power  to  act  on  any  other  principle.  For  the  cler- 
gy have  valuable  rights  secured  by  this  charter, -the 
right  of  taking  part  in  the  management  of  those 
funds,  from  which  their  support  is  derived.  These 
are  rights  of  which  the  law  takes  notice,  and  which 
the  courts  are  bound  to  protect.  On  these  condi- 
tions was  the  charter  prayed  for  and  accepted,  and 
one  is  authorized  to  say  that  ii  would  have  been  ac- 
cepted on  any  other  conditions.  The  clergy  and 
laity  were  both  before  the  legislature,  and  both 
where  parties  to  the  grant  of  incorporation. 

Blit  the  laity  have  ho  cause  for  alarm,  should  no 
alteration  of  charter  take  place — Should  the  clergy 
be  so  imprudent  as  to  throw  unreasonable  impedi- 
ments  in  their  way,  they  may  always  put  them  down 
by  a vote  of  8 to  3.  Sucii  is  the  power  of  the  lay 
members,  that,  if  exercised  with  prudence  and  mo- 
deration, it  will  insure  the  accomplishment  of  all 
reasonable  plans.  But  if  matters  are  pushed  to  ex- 
tremity, great  difficulties  may  arise.  The  lay  part 
of  this  congregation  is  greatly  divided,  though  the 
majority  appears  to  be  with  the  present  trustees. 
But  if  such  measures  should  be  taken,  with  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church, 
it  may  be  a serious  question  what  is  to  become  of* 
the  real  property  of  the  corporation.  From  what 
has  appeared  to  the  court,  the  ground  on  which  the 
chapel  stands,  is  held  in  trust’ for  a Roman  Catholic 
congregation. 

The  site  of  tlie  old  chapel,  (which  has  been  en- 
larged,) was  conveyed  to  the  rev.  Mr.  Harding,  in 
fee  simple,  in  the  yeur  1763,  “for  him  to  build  and 
erect  a chapel  thereon,”  (these  are  the  expressions 
of  the  deed:)  whether  there  has  been  a formal  con- 
veyance from  him  or  his  heirs,  to  the  corporation,  I 
know  not — It  appears,  however,  that  it  was  sup- 
posed to  be  held  in  trust  for  this  society,  because 
the  charter  provides  that  the  trustees  shall  have  no 
power  to  sell  it.  But  the  charter  was  granted  to  a 
religious  society  of  Roman  Catholics,  and  before  the 
charter,  the  ground  and  chapel  was  held  in  tru^it 
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for  a reVigioTis  society  of  Roman  Catholics. — Now  if 
a majority  of  this  congregation  should  insist  on  em- 
ploying pastors  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  church, 
and  the  minority  should  choose  to  persist  in  re- 
maining strict  Roman  Catholic^  in  the  sense  of  the 
word  at  the  time  of  that  incorporation,  what  is  to 
become  of  the  chapel  and  ground  adjoining?  That 
is  a momentous  question,  on  which  I have  not  form 
ed  an  opinion—but  I mention  it,  in  order  to  show 
this  congregation,  that  there  are  cogent  reasons 
for  reconciliation.  On  both  sides  of  their  unfortu- 
nate division  are  found  men  ofthemost  respectable 
character — on  both  sides  there  probably  have  been 
faults,  and,  with  the  exertion  of  that  Christian  chari- 
ty which  is  incumbent  on  both,  there  may  yet  be  a 
reunion. 

As  my  opinion  on  the  matter  of  law  submitted  to 
the  court,  is  in  favor  of  the  pastors  of  this  church, 
these  reverend  gentlemen  may,  prehaps,  not  thank 
me  for  going  out  of  my  way,  when  I offer  a few 
v/ords  for  their  consideration.  It  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible  that  the  Roman  Catholics  of  the  United  States 
of  America  should  not  imbibe  some  of  that  spirit 
of  religious  freedom  which  is  diffused  throughout 
the  country.  If  those  who  govern  that  church  ex- 
ercise their  power  with  great  moderation;  if  they 
are  not  too  forward  in  assuming  the  direction  of 
temporal  affairs;  if  they  consult  the  reasonable  de- 
sires of  the  laity,  both  in  the  appointment  and  the 
removal  of  pastors,  in  all  human  probability  they 
may  long  retain  their  dominion.  But  if  things  are 
carried  with  a high  hand — if,  trusting  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  church,  they  disregard  the  wishes  of 
their  congregations,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  how  the 
matter  will  end.  That  church  possesses  neither 
property  nor  temporal  power  in  this  country.  The 
laity  have  both.  In  a struggle,  therefore,  between 
the  two  orders,  the  issue  cannot  be  doubtful. 

With  respect  to  the  proposed  alterations  of  the- 
charter,  I am  of  opinion,  that,  under  the  circum 
stances  of  the  case,  the  judes  of  this  court  ought 
iiot  to  certify  that  they  are  lawful. 

Opinion  of  the  chief  justice  and  judge  Duncan,  de- 
livered February,  1822*  by  chief  justice  Tilghroan. 

Commonwealth,  T 

at  the  instance  of  Wm.  Hogan,  I 
vs.  r 

Israel  Deacon.  J 

It  appears  that  the  rev.  William  Hogan,  who  has 
been  brought  before  us,  on  this  habeas  corpus,  is 
detained  by  the  keeper  of  the  prison  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia  on  two  commitments  by  al- 
derman Badger,  dated  18th  January,  1822.  In  one 
of  these  commitments  it  is  said,  “that  William  Ho 
gan  was  charged  on  oath  with  having,  within  the 
said  city,  on  the  I3th  January,  1822,  prevented  and 
disturbed,  by  his  presence  and  acts,  the  regular 
Catholic  worship  at  the  church  of  St.  Mary’s;  and 
the  celebration  of  mass  by  the  clergy  of  said  church 
And  in  the  other  it  is  said,  “that  he  was  charged 
on  oath  with  intending,  within  the  said  city,  unlaw- 
fully to  disturb  the  pastors  of  St.  Mary’s  church  in 
the  celebration  of  divine  service,  and  to  excite  and 
promote,  by  his  acts  and  attendance,  noise  and  dis- 
turbance in  the  said  church,  so  that  the  pastors 
thereof  might  be  prevented  from  performing  divine 
service  therein.”  Our  habeas  corpus  act,  gives  us 
power  to  investigate  the  truth  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  and  determine  whether,  according  to 
law,  the  prisoner  ought  to  be  bailed,  remanded  or 
discharged.  We  have  therefore  indulged  the  par- 
ties with  an  investigation  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  to  an  extent  which  M’oqld  have  been  un- 


warrantable, had  it  not  been,  that  a great  number 
of  people  took  a warm  interest  in  it,  for  although, 
in  /orm,  it  is  a prosecution  by  the  commonwealth, 
vs.  William  Hogan,  yet,  in  fact,  it  is  a dispute  be- 
tween the  members  of  a large  religious  congrega- 
tion, touching  rights  which  they  consider  of  very 
great  value.  From  the  extensive  field  of  argument 
which  was  occupied  by  the  counsel  on  both  sides, 
we  may  suppose  it  was  their  expectation  that  we 
should  now  give  a decided  opinion  on  the  merits 
of  the  controversy;  but,  on  mature  reflection,  we 
think  that  such  an  opinion  would  be  unseasonable 
and  improper.  The  question  is,  whether  William 
Hogan  should  be  discharged,  remanded  or  admit- 
ted to  bail;  if  he  is  not  discharged,  he  may  be  bail- 
ed, because  he  is  charged  with  a bailable  offence. 
There  is  not  a doubt  but  the  disturbance  of  the 
public  worship  of  any  religious  congregation  is  an 
indictable  offence.  This  has  not  been  denied;  in- 
deed it  is  a principle  in  support  of  which  every  re- 
ligious society  has  an  interest. 

We  should  not  be  justified,  therefore,  in  di.scharg- 
ing  Mr.  Hogan,  unless  we  were  satisfied,  loithout 
donbu  that  he  has  not  disturbed  the  public  worship 
in  St.  Mary’s  church.  But  this  is  more  than  we 
can  say,  and  more  than  we  ought  to  say,  consider- 
ing that  the  parties  are  at  issue  on  many  contested 
facts.  Not  only  is  the  behaviour  of  Mr.  Hogan  in 
St.  Mary’s  church,  on  the  13th  January  last,  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  but  also  the  law'sg  and 
discipline  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  in  the 
United  States  of  America;  much  of  which  is  only 
to  be  known  by  parol  evidence.  It  would  be  un- 
warrantable, therefore,  in  us,  who  are  now  acting 
in  a course  of  summary  proceeding,  to  decide,  with- 
out the  assistance  of  a jury,  facts  in  which  the  vital 
interests  of  this  church  are  involved.  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  William  Hogan  cannot  be 
discharged,  but  must  enter  into  recognizance,  with 
proper  security,  for  his  appearance  at  the  next 
.mayor’s  court.  But  a more  important  question 
remains.  The  counsel  for  the  prosecution  have 
insisted  on  his  being  held  to  security  for  his  good 
behaviour,  in  order  to  preserve  the  church  from 
future  disturbance.  We  should  have  no  doubt  of 
the  propriety  of  rigorous  security  for  Mr.  Hogan’s 
good  behaviour,  if  it  were  the  ca.se  of  a man  w ho 
had  behaved  rudely  and  nptoripusly  in  church,  and 
threatened  to  do  so  again.  But  it  is  not  so.  He 
used  no  force  or  violence  of  any  kind,  nor  did  he 
make  any  indecent  noise.  It  is  in  truth  a very  sin- 
gular case.  Mr.  Hogan  is  a Roman  Catholic  priest 
who  once,  without  doubt,  w'as  a regular  pastor  of 
his  church,  and  claims  to  be  so  still,  and  in  this 
claim  he  appears  to  be  supported  by  a majority  of 
the  congregation.  But  his  faculties  have  been 
w'ithdrawn  by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  and  he  has 
been  publicly  excommunicated.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances he  appeared  at  the  altar  in  the  vest- 
ments of  a priest,  and  refused  to  withdraw  when 
required  by  the  bishop.  His  presence,  as  is  conten- 
ded by  the  prosecutors,  prevented  the  celebration 
of  mass  according  to  the  rules  of  the  church,  and, 
therefore,  the  public  worship  w'as  interrupted;  on 
the  contrary,  this  rule  is  denied  by  those  who  sup- 
port Mr.  Hogan,  and  they  say,  moreover,  that  the 
proceedings  of  the  bishop  in  withdrawing  his  fac- 
culties,  and  excommunicating  him,  w’ere  irregular 
and  void.  I wish  to  draw  a veil  over  the  scene  which 
was  exhibited  in  church,  and  tiierefore  will  not 
describe  it.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  ei- 
ther party  had  a deliberate  intention  of  exciting 
tumult,  or  of  disturbing  the  public  worship  by  vio- 
lence. 
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We  see  plainly  enough  that  each  intended  to  as- 
sert and  preserve  its  rights  without  breaking  the 
peace,  and  the  avowed  object  of  this  prosecution  is 
to  decide,  whether  Mr.  Hogan  has  a right  to  per- 
form divine  service  in  St.  Mary’s  church.  It  might 
seem  bard,  therefore,  if  we  were  to  assist  the  prose- 
cutors, in  a mode  of  proceeding  which  would  ei- 
ther confine  Mr.  Hogari  in  prison  until  the  trial  ot 
the  indictment,  or  prove  ruinous  to  him  and  his  se- 
curities, in  case  he  could  find  security,  and  the 
trial  should  go  against  him.  If  the  prosecutors  are 
right,  the  bare  appearance  of  Mr.  Hogan  at  the  al 
tar  would  be  a forfeiture  of  the  recognizance  for  his 
good  behaviour.  We  think,  therefore,  that  the  jus- 
tice of  the  case  will  be  best  attained  by  not  requir- 
ing  security  for  good  behaviour.  To  this  then  tnere 
can  be  but  one  objection.  What  is  to  become  of  that 
part  ot  the  congregation  w’bo  cannot,  in  conscience, 
be  present  when  mass  is  celebrated  by  Mr.  Hogan. 
This  wouid  indeed  be  a very  serious  objection  if 
they  had  no  other  place  of  worship.  But  fortunately 
they  have,  the  church  of  St.  Joseph  is  open  to  them; 
this  trial  may  be  expected  to  come  on  in  March;  now 
if  thcise  who  are  opposed  to  .Mr.  Hogan  will,  in  the 
mean  ume,do,asthey  did  once  before,onour  recom- 
mendation, abstain  from  goingto  St.  Mary’s  church, 
It  will  be  conduct,  which  cannot  detract  a particle 
from  their  rigii*  s,  conduct  of  which  no  Christian  must 
be  ashamed,  and  even  their  adversaries  must  com- 
mend. For  it  can  be  attributed  to  no  other  motive, 
than  a sincere  desire  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  Imay 
add,  the  character  of  their  church.  When  this  right 
IS  decided,  we  still  indulge  the  hope,  that  this  con- 
gregation may  oe  united  as  brethren.  For  surely 
in  a Christian  congregation,  the  hope  of  reconcilia- 
tion cannot  be  desperate;  upon  the  whole,  we  order 
that  Wiliam  Hogan  shall  enter  into  a recognizance 
for  his  appearance  at  the  next  mayor’s  court,  to  an- 
swer the  charges  that  have  been  made  against  him, 
him'-elf  in  the  sura  of  S500,  and  two  good  sureties 
in  the  sum  of  §250  each. 

Immediatly  after  the  delivery  of  this  opinion,  Mr. 
Hogan  entered  iato  recognizance,  with,  securuy, 
and  was  discharged. 

FUOJII  THEBICHMOND  ESaUinER  OF  UEC.  11,  1821. 

An  important  decision  was  made  in  the  court  of 
appeals  on  Tuesday  last,  in  the  case  of  Lewis  vs. 
Fulierion.  We  have  applied  for  a copy  of  the 
opinion,  which  we  now  submit  to  our  readers. — 
While  that  decision  is  very  important  to  our  ci- 
tizens, bordering  on  the  state  of  Ohio,  in  relation 
to  the  emancipation  of  their  slaves  in  that  staiC, 
it  contains  some  important  principles,  bearing 
upon  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  in  the 
case  of  Cohens  vs.  Virginia.— -It  decides  tnat  the 
laws  of  one  country  attempted  to  be  asserted  in 
another,  are  with  an  exception  that  they  do  not 
violate  anyrnora/principlein  that  other,  or  the poli 
r,y  of  that  other,  or  j^ny  right  or  interest  derived 
under  the  law  of  that  other. — This  limitation  of 
the  lex  loci,  in  relation  to  the  force  of  the  laws 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  within  this  common- 
wealth, arising  under  the  case  of  Cohens,  goes  to 
cut  up  their  authority  by  the  roots.  The  authori- 
ty of  their  laws  cannot  be  asserted  in  that  case 
within  this  commonwealth,  without  encountering 
all  of  these  objections. 

LEWIS  AND  FULLERTON. 

Statement  of  the  cuae. 

This  was  an  action  brought  by  Lewis,  an  infant, 
ifi  the  supreme  court  of  Cabell,  against  the  repre- 


seataiives  of  his  former  master.  Ilis  object  was  to 
recover  his  freedom  which  he  claimed  on  th<»  ground 
that  his  mother  Milly  had  become  entitled  to  her 
freedom  prior  to  his  birth,  on  some  of  the  grounds 
stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court — One  of  these 
grounds  was  a deed  of  emancipation,  executed  in 
her  favor  by  that  roaster,  (John  Rodgers),  within 
the  state  of  Ohio,  and  which  ditl  not  conform  to  the 
provision  of  the  laws  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of 
emancipation — Rodgers,  a resident  of  Virginia,  had 
gone  into  the  state  of  Ohio  to  reclaim  Milly  who 
had  run  away  from  him;  and  she  sued  out  a writ  of 
habeas  corpus  against  him,  in  one  of  the  countj' 
courts  of  that  state,  and  was  discharged  from  his  cus- 
tody, in  the  most  summary  manner.  This  discharge 
is  also  relied  on  as  another  ground  of  the  plantifFs 
claim.  After  this,  and  when  Rodgers  was,  probably, 
under  some  degree  of  coercion,  he  executed  in  Ohio 
the  deed  aforesaid,  and  she  at  the  same  time  indented 
herself  to  him  for  two  years,  and  was  brought  back 
by  him  into  the  state  of  Virginia,  where,  after  this 
time,  the  plaintiff  was  born. — The  superior  court 
gave  judgment,  upon  a special  verdict,  for  the  de- 
fendants, and,  on  an  appeal,  their  judgments  was 
unanimously  affirmed  by  the  court  of  appeals. 

Leiuis  vs.  Fullerton. 

The  court  i?  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  error  in 
the  opinions  of  the  superior  court,  impeached  by 
the  2d  and  3d  exceptions.  The  reasons  in  support 
of  those  opinions  are  so  clear  and  self  evident,  that 
they  need  not  be  adverted  to. 

Nor  is  there  any  error  in  the  other  opinions  of 
that  court,  objected  to  by  the  appellant,  and  which 
go  to  the  merits  of  his  title. 

The  appellant  claims  his  right  to  freedom  on 
three  grounds: — 1st,  on  the  right  to  freedom  alleg- 
ed to  have  been  acquired  by  his  mother,  prior  to  his 
birth,  hy  having  sojourned  within  the  state  of  Ohio, 
and  as  is  further  alleged,  been  there  employed  by 
her  master:  2dly,  on  the  ground  that  her  right  to 
freedom  was  prior  to  his  birth,  established  by  the 
judgment  on  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  stated  in 
the  record: — and  3dly,  he  claims  it  under  the  deed 
of  emancipation  contained  in  the  proceedings;  and 
which  was  also  executed  prior  to  the  birth  of  the 
appellant.  It  is  readily  conceded  that  if  his  mo- 
ther’s right  to  freedom  .was  valid  and  complete, 
prior  to  his  birth,  on  any  of  these  grounds  his  right 
to  freedom  follows  as  a necessary  consequence. 

Under  the  first  inquiry  we  must  throw  entirely 
out  of  view  the  subsequent  residence  of  the  mother 
within  the  state  of  Ohio,  with  the  alleged  consent 
oLUodgers  her  former  master.  Whatever  may  be 
the  eff  ect  of  a residence  therein,  for  a great  length 
of  time,  and  with  the  assent  aforesaid — whatever 
may  be  the  effect  of  this  circumstance  in  relation 
to  a person  who  may  thereby  have  become  one  of 
the  permanent  members  of  that  state,  the  residence 
now  in  question  is  of  a far  defterent  character. 

There  is  no  evidence  in  this  case  of  the  mother’s 
residence  within  the  slate  of  Ohio,  prior  to  the  ap- 
pellant’s birth,  but  that  she  was  once  seen,  on  a- 
Sunday,  working  at  a sugar  camp  therein,  in  the 
absence  of  her  master,  and  without  any  evidence 
that  it  was  with  his  permission.  In  reference  to 
this  evidence,  the  court  below  was  asked  to  instruct 
the  jury,  that,  if  they  should  find  that  she  was  em- 
ployed by  her  master  within  that  state,  in  making 
sugar,  or  any  other  local  service,  not  merely  transi- 
tory, and  for  however  short  a time,  they  must  find 
a verdict  for  the  plaintiff.  The  judgment  of  the  su- 
perior court  refusing  to  give  that  instruction,  waB, 
in  our  opinion,  entirely  correct.  Such  an  occupa- 
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lion  fora  short  time,  and  even  for  the  benefit  of  the' 
master,  ani  probably  in  his  presence,  could  neve 
operate  an  emancipation  of  his  slave.  It  could  not 
So  operate,  when  the  animus  revertendi  strongly  ex- 
isted in  him,  both  in  relation  to  himself  and  to  his 
slave.  There  is  indeed  but  a shade  of  difference 
between  such  a residence  as  tliis,  (if  indeed  it  can 
be  called  a residence),  and  the  mere  right  of  pas- 
sage through  the  state:  and  such  a construction  as 
that  now  contended  for,  would  whittle  down  tonoth- 
ing,  the  right  of  the  citizens  of  each  state  within 
every  other  s ate,  guaranteed  to  them  by  tiie  c;:nsti- 
tution.  Such  an  occupation  c.tnnot  be  said  to  carry 
with  it  evidence  of  the  assent  of  the  master  that  she 
should  cease  to  remain  his  property,  and  become  a 
merabei  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  without  which  the  re- 
gulations of  that  state,  on  the  subject  of  emancipa- 
tion, cannot  attach. 

As  for  the  2d  ground  of  claim,  under  the  judg- 
ment upon  the  habeas  corpus,  it  has  been  truly  an- 
swered, that  judgment  has  not  affirmed  mother’s 
right  to  freedom.  Even  if  it  had,  and  this  mode  of 
proceeding  was  legalized  by  the  laws  of  that  stale, 
(as  it  seems  not  to  be  by  the  laws  of  this),  in  favor 
of  a slave  against  his  master,  those  laws  are  not 
found  in  the  case  before  us:  and  even  if  they  were, 
it  might  well  be  questioned  whether  the  judgement 
aforesaid  could  have  concluded  the  right  of  the 
master  in  the  present  instance.  The  right  of  our 
citizens  under  the  constitution,  to  reclaim  their  fu- 
gitive slaves  from  other  states,  would  be  nearly  a 
nullity,  if  that  claim  was  premitted  to  be  intercept- 
ed by  a proceeding  like  the  one  in  question;  a pro- 
ceeding of  so  extremely  summary  a character,  that 
it  affords  no  fair  opportu  jty  to  a master  delibe- 
rately to  support  his  right  of  property  in  his  slave. 
Sucli  a proceeding  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  con- 
clusive on  the  subject. 

As  to  the  deed  of  emancipation,  contained  in  the 
record,  that  deed,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  evi- 
dence ojfered  to  support  it,  shews  that  it  had  a 
reference  to  the  state  of  Virginia,  li  is  stated  to 
have  been  made  by  John  Rodger.s,  a resident  of  the 
stale  of  Virginia;  and  the  testimony  shews,  that  it 
formed  a part  of  a contract  whereby  the  slave  -Miiiy 
was  to  be  brought  back,  (as  she  was  brought  back), 
into  the  state  of  Virginia.  Her  object,  therefore, 
was  to  secure  her  freedom  by  the  deed,  within  the 
state  of  Virginia,  after  the  time  should  have  expir 
erl,  for  whicn  she  indented  herself,  and  v/hen  .she 
should  be  found  abiding  within  the  slate  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

If  then  this  contract  had  an  eye  to  the  state  of 
Virginia  for  its  operation  and  effect,  the  lex  loci 
•ceases  to  operate.  In  that  case  it  must,  to  have  its 
effect,  conform  to  the  laws  of  Virginia.  It  is  insuf- 
ficient, under  those  laws,  to  eff  ectuate  an  emancipa- 
tion, for  want  of  a due  recording  in  the  county  court, 
as  was  decided  in  the  case  of  Givens  vs.  Mann  in 
this  court.  It  is  also  ineffectual,  within  the  com- 
monwealth  of  Virginia,  for  another  reason.  Tne  lex 
loci  is  also  to  be  taken,  subject  to  the  exception, 
that  it  is  not  to  be  enforced  in  another  country, 
when  it  violates  some  moral  dui.y,  or  the  policy  of 
that  country,  or  is  inconsistent  with  a positive  right 
secured  to  a third  person  or  party  by  the  laws  of 
that  country,  in  which  it  is  sought  to  be  enforced. 
In  such  a case  we  are  XoXii^^mcgis  ffisnosirurn^  (juam 
Jus  aliemim  servemus.’*  Hubs.  2.  tom.  lib.  1 lit.  3, — 
2 Fonb.  444.— That  third  party  in  this  case,  is  the 
commonwealth  of  Virginia:  and  her  policy  and  in- 
terests are  also  to  be  attended  to.  These  turn  the 
scale  against  the  lex  loci  in  the  present  instance.— 
For  want  of  being  emancipated  agreeably  to  the! 


provisions  of  our  act  on  that  subject,  the  dii'v  of 
supporting  the  old  and  infirm  slaves  would  devid.ve 
upon  the  commonwealth.  That  burthen  is  only  to 
be  borne  by  the  master,  in  relation  to  the  slaves  “so 
emancipated;”  that  is,  emancipated  agreeabh  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act — (1  rev.  code.  pa.  434  )— 
Even  yet,  and  notwithstanding  a late  alteration  of 
the  law  upon  this  subject,  that  burthen  must  be 
born  by  the  commonwealth,  at  least  for  » time. 

For  these  reasons  we  are  unanimously  of  opinion 
to  affirm  the  judgment. 


From  the  Charleston  City  Gazette,  ofJan.25y  1822. 

The  following  opinion,  for  its  novelty  and  impor- 
tance, is  worthy  of  being  circulated  through  the 
medium  of  the  pre.ss.  Every  case  which  decides 
the  indefeasible  rights  of  the  citizen,  and  pr^  s 
the  protecting  power  of  the  constitution,  enl:.; 
and  strengthens  the  foundations  of  our  civil  liberty. 
Slight  innovations,  if  unresisted,  become  prece- 
dents; and  are  imperceptibly  increased,  until  lit- 
tle less  than  a political  convulsion  can  restore  the 
institutions  of  the  country  to  their  pristine  purity. 
The  recognition  and  application  of  the  principle, 
that  all  power  is  derived  from  the  “nnighly  l ands 
of  the  people,”  must  be  grateful  to  every  friend  of 
the  great  political  experiment  of  a representative 
democracy. 

S.  & M.  Allen,  ^ 
ads.  C 

The  State.  3 

This  was  an  application  to  the  court  of  session.^, 
in  Charleston,  spring  term,  1821,  for  a prohibition 
to  restrain  the  tax-collector  of  that  district,  from 
enforcing  an  execution,  which  he  had  issued  against 
S.  & M,  Allen,  for  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollar s^ 
being  a tax  imposed  by  the  last  clause  of  the  ap- 
propriation act  of  1820,  which  is  in  the  follov/ing 
words:  “That  a tax  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  imposed  upon  every  person  or 
persons,  who  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  open 
or  keep  open  any  office  for  the  sale  of  any  lottery 
tickets,  or  who  shall  sell  within  this  state,  any  lot- 
tery tickets  in  any  other  lotteries  than  those  which 
are  au’.horized  by  the  law  of  this  state. 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  tax-collector,  in  the 
district  where  such  lottery  offices  are  opened,  in 
default  of  the  person  or  persons  keeping  such  of- 
fiees,  to  return  the  same  and  pay  the  tax  imposed  by 
this  law,  to  issue  his  execution  as  in  other  cases  of 
defaulters.”  Some  short  time  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  office  in  question  was  opened  for  the 
purpose  of  selling  lottery  tickets.  The  proprietors 
iiaving  refused  to  pay  the  tax,  this  execution  was  is- 
sued — application  was  then  made  to  the  court  in 
Charleston  for  a prohibition,  which  was  refused  by 
the  presiding  judge,  and  this  was  a motion  to  re- 
verse that  decision,  and  for  an  order  that  a prohi- 
bition should  be  issued. 

Nott,  justice,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
In  support  of  this  motion,  the  two  following  grounds 
are  taken; 

1st.  That  the  tax  was  not  due  at  the  time  the 
execution  was  issued. 

2d.  That  the  act,  subjecting  a person  to  an  exe. 
cution,  without  any  legal  trial  and  judgment,  is  un- 
constitutional and  void. 

In  determining  the  first  question,  it  is  not  pre- 
tended that  this  court  can  set  limits  to  the  discre- 
tion which  the  legislature  may  exercise  in  select- 
the  subjects  of  taxation.  Neither  is  it  denied,  that 
that  they  have  the  power  to  fix  the  time  when  the 
tax  shall  become  due,  and  to  prescribe  the  mode 
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by  which  it  shall  be  collected.  We  are  merely  to!  was  opened  after  the  passage  of  the  law.  1 am 
give  construction  to  the  law;  to  declare  what  the  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  tax  was  not  due,  r.nd 


legislature  have  done,  and  not  what  they  can  or  may 
do.  It  is  admitted  that  this  is  an  annual  tax— it  is 
necessary,  therefore,  to  fix  a period  when  it  shall 
commence.  If  the  act  had  fixed  a time  w'hen  this 
particular  tax  should  be  paid,  there  would  have 
been  an  end  to  the  question.  But  as  there  is  no 
particular  time  mentioned,  we  must  look  to  the  ge- 
neral provisions  of  the  law  in  relation  to  other  sub- 
jects  of  taxation  for  the  construction  with  regard 
to  this.  And  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  trace  the  acts 
of  the  legislature  back,  it  appears  that  tlie  first  dayj 
of  October  has  always  been  the  period  to  which  the 
HSsessmeHt  have  been  made  to  relate. 

The  quantity  of  land  and  the  number  of  negroes 
owned,  the  amount  of  money  at  interest  on  that 
day,  and  the  amount  of  professional  income  receiv 


that  the  execution  was  prematurely  issued.  This 
view  of  the  subject,  so  far  as  regards  this  case, 
dispenses  w’ith  the  necessity  of  giving  any  opinion 
on  the  other  ground.  But  as  the  tux  collector  may 
feel  authorized  to  proceed  to  collect  the  tax  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  unless  an  opinion  is  given  on  the 
other  ground,  the  court  has  thought  it  best  to  de- 
cide the  whole  case. 

The  second  ground  presents  the  two  following 
questions  for  our  consideration. 

First — whether,  supposing  this  to  be  a tax  as  it  si 
called  by  the  act,  the  collector  can  enforce  the  pay- 
ment of  it,  in  this  summary  manner,  or  whether  the 
fact  on  which  the  relator’s  liability  is  predicated, 
must  first  be  established  by  the  verdict  of  a jury* 
and  second,  whether  it  must  not  be  considered  ra- 


ed  during  the  year,  terminating  at  that  period,  have  ther  in  the  nature  of  a penalty  than  a tax,  in  which 
always  constituted  the  basis  of  taxation.  To  thlsjcase  it  is  still  more  confidently  contended,  ihat  the 
rule  there  has  been  at  most  but  two  exceptions.— 'part  of  the  act  authorizing  ihe  lax  collector  to  is- 
Oue  is  the  tax  upon  stock  in  trade,  the  amount  of, sue  an  executio.i  without  a trial  by  jury,  is  uncon- 
wiiich  is,  by  an  express  provision  of  the  act,  to  be  es  : stitutional  and  void.  Ihe  clause  of  the  const  itutlon, 
liuiated  on  the  first  day  of  Jan.  The  other  the  tax,  under  which  the  relators  claim  this  privilege,  is  in 
upon  theatrical  exliibilions,  show's,  &.C.  which,  by  a the  follo  ving  werds- “No  freeman  of  this  slate 
siiTiilar  provision,  becomes  due  whenever  it  shall  shall  be  taken,  or  imprisoned,  or  disseiezd  of  his 
be  demanded  by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  and  which, -freehold  liberties,  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or 
from  the  nature  of  the  tax  itself,  must  have  been  an  I exiled,  or  in  any  manner  destroyed  or  deprived  of 
execution,  because  it  is  to  be  paid  per  diem,  and  his  li^e,  liberty  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of 


not  per  annum.  Whenever  a new  subject  of  taxa- 
tion is  introduced,  is  must  be  governed  by  the  ge- 
neral provisions  of  the  tax  of  which  it  is  a part,  and 
not  by  the  exceptions,  unless  the  nature  of  the  tax 
sfiould  tend  to  a different  conclusion.  Indeed  this 
is  iije  only  practical  construction  which  can  be  giv- 


his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the  land.’ 

In  order  to  a correct  decision  of  the  first  ques- 
tion, it  is  only  necessary  to  settle  the  meaning  of 
the  w'ords  in  the  constitution,  “the  laxv  of  the  land'^ 
and  on  that  subject  little  more  need  be  said,  than 
to  refer  to  the  commentaries  on  magna  charta,  from 


en  to  the  law;  for  the  tax  collector  is  required  to  | whence  they  have  been  copied.  Dr.  Sullivan,  in  his 


complete  his  collections  and  settle  his  accounts  by 
the  first  of  May,  after  which,  according  to  his  con- 
struction, a person  might  erect  as  many  lottery  offi- 
c«*.s  and  sell  as  many  lottery  tickets  as  he  pleased, 
with  impunity.  In  answer  to  this,  however,  it  is 
said  that  the  tax  collector  might  proceed  at  any 
time,  wlien  an  office  should  be  opened,  to  collect 
the  money,  and  to  issue  an  execution  for  that  pur 


lectures,  after  commenting  upon  various  parts  of 
magna  charta,  says,  let  us  next  consider  the  end  off 
this  part,  which  is  an  exception  running  through 
the  whole,  “nisi  perlegale  judicium  parium  suoruiB, 
vel  per  legem  terrae,”  that  is,  by  the  common  lau\ 
•which  does  not  in  all  casses  require  atrial  by  peers. 
Sul.  sec.  490.  In  page  491,  he  observes  “the  sta- 
tute (that  is  magna  charta)  speaks  in  the  disjunc- 


pos?,  whenever  the  tax  is  withheld,  in  the  sameUive,  per  legale  judicium  parium  suorum  aut  per 


manner  as  is  directed  in  the  clause  relative  to  plays 
shows,  &c.  But  the  act  gives  the  tax-collector  no 
such  authority  as  is  given  to  the  clerk  in  the  clause 
alluded  to.  \Vhen  he  has  closed  his  accounts, 
there  is  an  end  of  his  authority  for  that  year.  It  is 
also  further  contended,  that,  unless  he  may  demand 
the  tax  whenever  the  office  is  opened,  it  may  be 
altogether  evaded,  because  it  might  not  be  open  on 
the  1st  of  October.  But  I do  not  know  that  it 
would  be  necessary  that  the  office  should  be  open 
on  that  day  to  render  the  proprietor  liable  to  the 
tax.  Professional  income  is  not  received  the 
first  day  of  October,  yet  the  person  is  liable  to  be 
taxed  for  the  amount  of  income  received  during  the 
preceding  year.  But  suppose  that  by  this  construc- 
tion the  tax  may  be  eluded,  it  is  no  more  than  may 
be  done  with  re.spect  to  almost  every  other  tgx. — 
Suppose  a person  should  purchase  lands  and  ne- 
gr'jes  on  the  second  day  of  October,  and  sell  liiem 


legem  terrx,”  Now  the  lex  terra:,  the  common  /aw,  in 
the  universal  practice  of  it,  allows  these  exceptionn 
See.  And,  in  pages  493  and  4,  he  enumerates  seve- 
ral cases,  where  the  courts  of  law  may  proceed  to 
give  judgment  per  legem  terrx  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a jury — as  in  all  cases  where  a person 
makes  default,  or  confesses  judgment,  all  cases  of 
demurrer  and  special  verdicts,  cases  of  contempt 
5ic. — and  concludes  with  the  words  cf  lord  Coke. 
The  due  process  of  the  law  is  lex  terrx — see  also 
the  case  of  Zilstra  vs.  the  corporation  of  Charleston 
— 1st.  Bay,  390.  'I'o  these  may  be  added  the  con- 
finement of  persons  for  safe  custody,  who  are  ac- 
cused of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  all  cases 
in  the  courts  of  equity  and  in  the  courts  military, 
maritime,  and  ecclesiastical,  the  proceedi'  gs  of 
which  are  carried  on  without  the  intervention  of  a 
jury;  distress  for  rent  also,  is  another  case  within 
the  exception.  And  last,  though  not  less  satisfacto- 


on  the  la:st  day  of  September  following,  or  should  rily  estublished,  distress  for  taxes.  All  these,  and 
lend  money  and  receive  it  back  in  the  same  manner, 'many  others  that  might  be  meniioneil,  are  carried 
it  w’iil  be  seen  that  he  w'ould  receive  the  annual  pro-  on  by  the  well  known  and  established  principles  of 
fits  of  his  lands,  the  labor  of  his  negroes,  and  the  tlie  common  law,  or  lex  terrx,  w ithout  the  aid  of  a 
interest  of  hi.s  money,  and  yet  evade  the  tax.  But{  jury.  This  method  of  coilecting  taxes,  is  as  well 
that  results  from  the  term*  of  the  law  itself,  audl  estaJblished  by  custom  and  usage  as  any  principle 
not  from  the  administration  of  it.  The  assessment  j of  the  common  law.  A similar  practice  prevailed 
of  this  tax  could  not  have  had  relation  »o  the  Octo-'  in  all  the  colonies  from  the  first  dawn  of  their  exis- 
ber  preceding.  First,  because  the  law  of  the  act  jtence;  it  has  been  continued  by  all  the  states  since 
is  prospective;  and,  secondly,  because  thw  officeMheir  independence,  and  bad  existed  in  England 
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from  time  immemorial.  Indeed  it  is  necessary  lo 
the  existence  ofevery  government,  and  is  based  upon 
the  principle  of  self  preservation.  I do  not  consid* 
er  it  as  deriving  any  support  from  that  provision 
in  the  constitution,  that  all  laws  then  in  force  should 
continue  so,  until  altered  or  repealed.  1 cannot 
believe  that  the  authors  of  that  instrument  intended 
to  give  effect  to  law’s,  the  provisions  of  which  are 
in  direct  hostility  to  the  constitution  itself.  That 
clause  -was  introduced,  I presume,  through  abun- 
dance of  caution,  to  remove  any  doubt  which  other- 
wise might  have  been  entertained,  whether  all  ex- 
isting laws  might  not  have  been  prostrated  by  the 
abolition  of  the  old  constitution.  I think,  therefore, 
thac  any  legal  process  which  was  originally  founded 
iiA  necessity,  has  been  consecrated  by  time  and  ap- 
proved and  acquiesced  in  by  universal  consent, 
must  be  an  exception  to  the  right  of  trial  by  jury, 
and  is  embraced  in  the  alternative,  law  of  the 
land’* — such  I consider  to  be  the  summary  proceed- 
ings allowed  in  the  collection  of  taxes.  And  I should 
think  the  proceedings  in  this  case  authorized  by  the 
lavv  of  the  land,  if  1 could  consider  the  sum  required 
to  be  paid,  as  a tax — but,  the  second  question  pre- 
sents the  case  in  a very  different  shape — the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars  is  imposed  upon  every  person 
who  shall  “open  or  keep  open  any  office  for  the  sale 
of  lottery  tickets,  or  shall  sell  any  lottery  tickets,** 
&c.  It  is  not  laid  upon  the  property,  it  is  not  laid 
on  the  person,  nor  on  the  income.  It  is  not  measur- 
ed by  the  value  of  the  property,  nor  the  amount  of 
the  proceeds  derived  from  the  office,  but  is  in  fact 
a penalty  on  the  act  of  opening,  keeping  open  an 
office,  or  selling  the  tickets;  it  is  not  limited  in  its 
operation  within  any  definable  bounds,  but  may  be 
ramified  into  as  many  ten  thousand  cases  as  there 
are  persons  concerned  in  the  act  of  selling.  The 
act  also  in  substance  declares  its  object  to  be  the 
suppression  of  vice.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  as 
much  a penalty  as  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds, 
formerly  inflicted  upon  a person  who  should  be  con- 
victed of  killing  a negro.  And  the  question  is  whe- 
ther it  is  to  be  considered  a tax,  merely  because  the 
act  has  called  it  so.  If  the  nature  of  the  thing  can  be 
changed  by  merely  changing  the  name,  every  penal- 
ty may  be  converted  into  a tax  And  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that  the  numerous  assaults  and  bat- 
tery, and  other  misdemeanors  with  which  our  courts 
are  crowded,  would  have  been  fruitful  sources  of 
revenue  to  the  state,  but  it  would  be  a commutation 
much  more  friendly  to  the  civil  list,  than  to  the 
liberty  of  the  citizen.  And  if  they  had  not  been 
willing  to  have  renounced  the  one  to  have  secured 
the  other,  the  article  of  the  constitution  now  under 
consideration,  need  never  to  have  been  penned.  If 
it  is  to  be  considered  in  the  nature  of  a penalty  (and 
1 can  have  no  other  view  of  it)  it  is  a direct  and  mani- 
fest  violation  of  the  constitution.  It  is  the  last  clause  of 
the  act,  and,  in  all  probability, was  introduced  near  the 
close  of  the  session,  a period  of  time,  of  all  others, 
the  least  propitious  to  that  due  deliberation  with 
which  the  acts  of  that  body  are  usually  marked.  I 
cannot  believe  that  there  was  an  individual  mem. 
her  of  that  legislature,  who  would  deliberately  con- 
sent to  authorize  a tax  gatherer,  at  his  arbitrary  will 
and  pleasure,  to  adjudge  a man  guilty  of  an  act  that 
would  subject  him  to  a penally  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  and  issue  his  execution,  either  against  his 
goods  or  his  person,  for  the  amount,  without  even 
the  semblance  of  a trial.  I have  already  shown  what 
is  to  be  understood  by  the  law  of  the  land;  the  con- 
stitution intended  to  impose  a restraint  upon  the 
legislature  as  v/ell  as  upon  the  other  departments  of 
the  government;  and  it  woidd  have  been  idle  to 


impose  upon  them  a restraint  which  it  was  in  their 
power  to  remove,  by  performing  the  very  act  which 
it  was  intended  to  prevent.  The  constitution,  says 
judge  Patterson,  is  the  form  of  government  de- 
lineated by  the  mighty  hand  of  the  people,  in  which 
certain  first  principles  of  fundamental  laws  are  es- 
tablished; it  fixes  the  limits  to  the  exercise  of  le- 
gislative authority,  and  prescribes  the  orbit  within 
which  it  shall  move;  it  says  to  the  legislature,  so 
far  shall  thou  go  and  no  farther.  Our  constitution 
prohibits  the  legislature  to  “deprive  any  man  of  his 
liberty,  except  by  his  peers  or  by  the  law  of  the 
land.*’  Yet,  this  act  gives  to  the  tax-collector  au- 
thority  to  adjudge  the  person  accused  guilty  of  the 
act  charged  against  him  without  a trial  by  jury,  or 
in  any  other  form,  and  to  enforce  the  payment  of 
the  penalty  by  imprisonment,  if  he  has  no  property 
out  of  which  the  money  can  be  made.  And  if  there 
is  any  principle  of  constitutional  law  by  which  it  can 
be  justified,  I have  yet  to  learn  where  it  is  to  be 
found.  1 do  not  contend  that  the  legislature  could 
not  impose  such  a penalty,  (or  lay  such  a tax,  if 
that  phraseology  is  more  agreeable,  though  1 think 
it  incorrect),  nor  that  they  can  prescribe  the  mode 
of  compelling  the  payment  of  it;  hut  that  the  lia- 
bility oftheparty  must  first  be  established  by  a jury 
of  his  country,  and  not  by  the  arbitrary  fiat  of  an  in- 
dividual. The  motion  therefore  roust  be  granted. 

ABRAHAM  NOTT. 

B.  F.  Hunt,  for  the  motion. 

Hayne,  attorney  general,  contra. 


LIABILITY  OF  BANKS. 

From  the  Washington  City  Gazette, 

The  following  case,  recently  decided  in  the  cir- 
cuit court,  is  on  a point  of  general  interest  to  the 
community: 

James  Gettys  Trover,  to  recover  a notp 

vs.  C drawn  by  Henry  Drain  in 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  j favor  of  Patrick  Unwling. 

It  was  proved  that  the  note  had  been  deposited 
in  the  bank  of  the  Metropolis  for  collection  by 
Patrick  Dowling,  who  endorsed  the  same;  that  an 
order  vfas  afterwards  given  by  Patrick  Dowling  on 
the  bank  to  deliver  the  note  to  the  plantiff,  having 
assigned  it  to  the  plantiff,  who  received  the  note, 
endor  fed  his  name  on  it,  and  left  it  in  the  bank  for 
collection;  that  the  note  was  protested  when  it  be- 
came due,  and,  more  than  a month  after  the  protest, 
Patrick  Dowling  called  at  the  bank  and  demanded 
the  note,  describing  it  as  Henry  Drain*s  note,  of 
the  teller  of  the  bank,  who,  not  knoy^ing  any  thing 
of  the  parties  whose  names  appeared  on  the  note, 
delivered  it  to  Patrick  Dowling.  The  amount  of 
the  note  was  afterwards  settled  between  Henry 
Draui,  the  drawer,  and  Patrick  Dowling,  and  the 
latter  thereupon  delivered  Up  the  same  to  the  form- 
er, who  destroyed  it. 

Under  the  above  circumstance,  the  court,  (on 
the  prayer  of  Mr.  Jones,  counsel  for  the  defendant), 
instructed  the  jury  that  they  must  be  of  opinion, 
from  the  evidence,  that  the  bank  had  been  guilty 
of  gross  negligence,  and  had  not  used  the  caution 
and  circumspection  which  a prudent  man  would 
use  in  the  management  of  his  concerns,  and  that  an 
actual  loss  had  been  sustained  by  the  plaintiff  by 
such  negligence,  before  the  plaintiff  would  be  en- 
titled to  a verdict — 

Verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  of  the 
note  and  interest. 
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DISTILLED  SPIRITS. 

United  States,"^  District  court 

va.  Cfor  the  district  of  Massachusetts, 
Rix.  3 June,  1821. 

The  case  was  an  information  by  G.  Blake,  esq. 
district  attorney,  against  18  pipes  of  distilled  spirits 
— T Rix,  claimant. 

This  information  was  founded  upon  the  provisions 
of  the  4 1st  and  43d  sections  of  thi  act  of  congress 
of  March  2,  1799,  “regulating  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage.” 

By  the  first  of  these  sections  it  is,  among  other 
tilings,  provided,  that  the  surveyor,  or  other  chief 
officer  of  inspection,  at  each  port  of  the  United 
States,  shall  give  to  the  proprietor,  importer  or 
consignee  of  any  distilled  spirits,  wines  or  teas,  a 
particular  certificate,  (the  precise  force  whereof  is 
prescribed  in  the  same  section  of  the  act),  which 
certificate  shall  accompany  each  cask,  chest,  vessel 
or  case  of  distilled  spirits,  wines  or  teas,  wherever 
the  same  may  be  sent,  within  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  evidence  that  the  same  has  been  law- 
fully imported. 

By  the  other  section,  to  wit,  the  43d,  it  is, 
among  other  tilings,  provided,  “that,  if  any  casks, 
“chests,  vessels  or  cases  containing  distilled  spirits, 
“wines  or  teas,  which,  by  certain  preceding  pro- 
“visions  of  the  act,  ought  to  be  marked  and  accom. 
*^panied  noith  certificutes,  shall  be  found  in  the  pos- 
“session  of  any  person,  unaccompanied  -with  such 
**marh8  and  certificates,  it  shall  be  presumptive  evi- 
“dence  that  the  same  are  liable  to  forfeiture;  and  it 
“shall  be  lawful  for  any  officer  of  the  customs  or  of 
“inspection,  to  seize  them  as  forfeited;  and  if,  upon 
“the  trial,  in  consequence  of  such  seizure,  the  own- 
*‘er  or  claimant  of  the  spirits,  wines  of  teas  seized, 
“shall  not  prove  that  the  same  were  imported  into 
*‘the  United  States,  according  to  law,  and  the  duties 
“thereupon  paid  or  secured,  they  shall  be  adjudged 
“to  be  forfeited.” 

With  reference  to  the  several  enactments  here 
referred  to,  it  was  alleged  in  the  information. 

First,  that  the  casks  of  distilled  spirits  in  ques- 
tion were  of  such  description  as  were  required  by 
the  act  to  be  marked  and  accompanied  with  the 
usual  certificates.  And, 

Secondly,  that,  on  the  29th  day  of  April  last,  they 
were  found,  by  the  seizing  officer,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a person  unaccompanied  by  such  certificates, 
and  hence,  according  to  the  words  of  the  law,  that 
they  were  liable  to  forfeiture. 

In  answer  to  these  allegations,  the  claimant  filed 
two  several  pleas,  viz: 

1st.  That  the  casks  of  spirits  in  question  were  not, 
at  the  time  of  seizure,  of  such  description  as  were 
required  by  the  act  to  be  marked  and  accompanied 
wiih  certificates.  And, 

2d.  That  they  were  not  found  in  the  possession 
of  a person  unaccompanied  with  certificates,  as  al- 
leged and  set  forth  in  the  information. 

Upon  each  of  these  pleas  (the  seizure  having  been 
upon  the  land)  an  issue  was  taken  to  the  jury. 

On  the  partof  the  United  States  it  was  then  shewn, 
by  the  testimony  of  sundry  witnesses,  that  the  casks 
in  question  were  filled,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure, 
with  a species  of  distilled  spirits;  and  that  each  of 
them  had  been  regularly  marked  at  the  custom 
house  in  Boston,  in  conformity  with  the  require- 
ments of  law,  as  containing gin  of  the  first 
proof,  imported  in  ship  Packet,  Turner,  master — all 
the  original  marks  and  numbers  remaining  as  at 
first,  without  any  change  Or  obliteration.  It  was 
furthermore  proved,  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution, 
that  the  claimant,  being  present  at  the  seizure. 
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was  requsted  by  the  seizing  officer,  to  produce  (h 
certificates  which  were  required  to  accompany  the 
casks;  that,  in  answer  to  this  demand,  the  f'la’mjnt 
declared  that  he  had  the  proper  certificates,  an  ',  t*  at 
he  would  goto  his  bouse  for  them,  an<^  bring  th^m 
down  to  the  custom-house  for  the  inspec<ion  of  the 
collector.  The  seizing  officer  requested  hinr*  o do 
so,  assuring  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  wo”ld 
go  immediately  to  the  custom-house  in  or.ler  to 
meet  him  there.  The  casks  were,  accoirbnglv, 
removed  by  the  seizing  officer  to  the  store  n«u- 
a’ y mploy'  byihecolle  t r s a place  of  deposite 
for  merchandise  under  such  circurns  t:  nces;  t«nd 
thereupon,  the  seizing  officer  went  to  the  cu.stom- 
house,  according  to  the  arrangement  which  had 
been  previously  made  with  the  claimant,  as  above 
stated,  in  order  to  wait  there  his  arrival  with  the 
certificates.  It  appeared,  however,  that  the  claim- 
ant did  not,  on  that  day,  nor  at  any  time  afterwards, 
produce  the  said  certificates  at  the  custom-house, 
as  he  had  proposed  to  do;  and  in  fact  that  nothing 
further  was  heard  of  any  such  documents,  ♦•ith'^r 
by  the  collector,  or  any  other  person  representing 
the  United  States,  in  behalf  of  the  prosecution,  until 
they  were  produced  before  the  district  judge  on 
the  second  day  of  June  following,  when  an  appli- 
cation was  made  to  the  said  judge,  by  the  claimant, 
for  a delivery  of  the  merchandise,  upon  giving 
bond  for  the  appraised  value  thereof  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  such  cases. 

Such  were  the  circumstances  of  the  case  as  dis- 
closed in  evidence  by  the  ditrict  attorney  at  the 
opening,  in  behalf  of  the  prosecution;  and  thes#  fnc» 
it  was  insisted,  on  his  part,  were  sufficient  to  afford 
prima  facie  evidence  in  support  of  the  two  material 
allegations  in  the  information. 

The  original  custom-house  marks  upon  the  casks 
appearing  to  be  such  as  are  usually  required  and 
employed  in  designating  foreign  distilled  spirits  at 
their  entry,  upon  importation,  it  was  con  ended, 
were  not  only  evidence,  prima  facie,  but  absolutely 
conclusive,  as  against  the  claimant,  that  the  spirits 
contained  in  said  casks  were  such  as  were  required 
by  law  to  be  marked  and  accompanied  with  cert  fi~ 
cutes;  and  hence  that  the  averments  in  the  inf»r- 
mation,  so  far  as  related  to  the  question  involved 
in  the  firs'  issue,  were  stipported. 

With  regard  to  the  second  question,  it  was  insist- 
ed by  the  district  attorney,  that  the  nonproduction 
of  the  usual  certificates,  upon  demand,  at  the  time 
of  the  seizure,  and  the  omission  to  exhibit  them, 
for  such  a length  of  time  as  'hai  before  stated,  must 
be  considered  as  sufficient  legal  evidence,  that  the 
Casks  were,  in  fact,  u7iacc'jmpai  'ed  with  the  proper 
certificates,  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  words  of  the  statute;  and  henc“,  that  there  ex- 
isted presumptive  grounds  for  the  seizure  and  for 
forf-iture,  so  far  as  to  devolve  the  bm  then  of  proof 
upon  the  claimant,  and  to  make  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  shew,  according  to  the  exrress  te-ms  of  the 
law,  *'that  the  said  casks  of  spirits  -were  imported 
*'ivto  the  United  States  according  to  larv,  and  the 
^'duties  th'  revpon  paid  or  secured.'* 

It  being  the  opinion  of  the  court  that  such  was 
the  legal  operation  of  the  evidence  already  ad.hjc- 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  pros.cution,  tlic  counsel  for 
the  claimant  immediately  exhibited,  before  che 
court  and  jury,  sundry  documents,  (there  being 
seventeen  in  nwm't'er),  purpo-tiug  to  be  the  Or«gi- 
nal  certificates  which  were  issued  from  the  cusfo 
house,  at  the  time  when  the  casks  were  entered 
there  and  marked;  and,  upon  examination  of  these 
certificates,  (no  quesil.ui  fi.iv;  ,j?;  b'^en  made  as  to 
their  genuineness),  they  were  found  to  corresponti 
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respectively  with  the  marks  upon  seventeen  of  the 
eighteen  casks  in  question,  so  as  to  admit  of  no 
doubt  that  they  were  originally  intended  to  accom. 
party  each  of  the  casks  respectively,  in  conformity 
with  the  directions  of  the  statute. 

Here  it  was  contended  by  the  counsel  for  the 
claimant,  that  they  might  safely  leave  their  case; 
that  the  production  of  these  certificates  at  the  trial 
was  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  law,  upon  both  the 
points  in  issue;  as  shewing,  conclusivelyy  not  only 
that  the  casks,  in  the  proper  acceptation  of  the 
word,  were  accompanied  with  the  necessary  cerli* 
ficates,  at  the  time  of  seizure,  but  also,  that  the 
spirits  which  were  contained  in  them,  (at  least  in 
seventeen  of  the  eighteen),  *^had  been  duly  import- 
‘*ed  into  the  United  States  and  the  duties  thereupon 
*'paid  or  secured**  On  the  other  hand,  further  evi- 
dence was  now  introduced  on  the  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  shewing  very  clearly  and  satisfactorily, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  apparent  conformity  be- 
tween the  casks  and  the  certificates,  yet  that  the 
contents  of  the  former,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure, 
were  essentially  different  from  what  they  were  at 
the  time  of  their  being  marked,  and  at  the  issuing 
of  the  certificates;  that  the  spirits  now  contained  in 
the  casks,  instead  of  being  genuine  Holland  gin^  of 
frst  proof  according  to  the  purport  of  the  marks 
and  certificates,  were,  in  fact,  a species  of  mixed, 
adulterated  spirit,  composed,  (in  the  opinion  of  the 
-v/itnesses),  partly  of  foreign  and  partly  of  domestic 
manufacture;  and  although  not  much  reduced,  mere- 
ly as  to  proof  yet  so  affected  by  the  mixture  as  to 
have  lost  about  fifty  per  cent  of  the  market  value  of 
the  article  as  at  the  time  ofits  original  importation. 
Upon  this  evidence,  it  was  contended  by  the  district 
attorney  that,  in  legal  contemplation,  the  certificates 
must  be  considered  as  having  lost,  entirely,  their 
original  force  and  efficacy;  that,  by  changing  the  con- 
tents of  the  casks,  without  obliterating  the  marks 
thereon,  and  surrendering  the  certificates,  as  is  ex- 
pressly required  by  the  statute  in  such  case,  the 
claimant  had  been  guilty  of  a fraud  upon  the  law;  and 
had  thus,  by  his  own  wrong,  forfeited  all  the  pro- 
tection and  benefit  which  were  intended  to  be  given 
to  him,  by  the  official  documents  here  alluded  to. — 
Upon  a careful  examination  and  comparison  of  the 
various  minute  provisions  of  the  statute,  in  relation 
to  the  subject  of  imported  spiritSy  it  was  argued  by 
the  district  attorney,  that,  in  requiring  the  marks 
and  certificates  here  referred  to,  it  was  much  less 
the  intent  and  policy  of  the  law  merely  to  desig- 
nate and  indentify  thereby  the  particular  casks  or 
vessel  containing  the  spiritSy  than  it  was  that  the  of- 
ficers of  the  revenue,  in  different  parts  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  might  be  enabled,  by  the  aid  of  these  in- 
dications, and  by  a comparison  of  the  actual  con- 
tents of  the  cask,  wherever  found,  with  the  marks 
and  certificate  accompanying  it, to  ascertain  the  fact 
of  its  lawful  importation,  and  that  the  duties  there- 
upon had  actully  been  paid  or  secured  at  the  cus- 
tom-house. Hence  it  was  insisted,  that  if,  by  the 
voluntary  act  of  the  party,  the  contents  of  the  casks 
had  been  essentially  changed,  so  as  no  langcr  to 
correspond  with  the  description  given  by  the  marks 
and  certificateSy  it  was  quit  immaterail  to  consider 
whether  this  change  had  been  effected  by  the  intro- 
duction of  other  foreign  distilled  spirits,  or  of  do- 
mestic spirits,  or  by  whatever  other  kind  of  mix- 
ture; for  that,  in  either  case,  the  original  purpose  of 
the  certificate  was  defeated,  so  that  the  claimant 
could  not  now  avail  himself  of  it  as  a portion  of  le- 
gal evidence,  having  even  a tendency  to  prove  that 
the  present  contents  of  the  casks  had  been  ^Haiufully 
imported,  and  the  duties  secured.” 


Upon  these  grounds  it  was  argued  by  the  district 
attorney,  that,  even  if  it  had  appeared  in  evidence 
at  the  trial,  that  the  certificates  now  produced  in 
court,  were  found  accompanying  the  casks,  at  the 
time  of  seizure,  still  that,  by  reason  of  the  change 
of  contentsy  and  their  consequent  non-conformity 
with  such  certificateo,  the  latter  must  be  regarded 
as  a mere  nullity,  having  no  more  force  than  waste 
paper;  and  thus  that,  in  legal  contemplation,  the 
case  was  precisely  the  same,  as  though  the  casks 
had  been  found,  literally,  '^unaccompanied  with  any 
certificates  whatsoever.” 

This  construction  of  the  act  having  been  fully 
sanctioned  by  the  opinion  of  the  district  judge,  and 
the  counsel  for  the  claimant  being  unprepared  with 
any  other  evidence,  besides  that  which  was  suppos- 
ed to  result  from  the  beforemention ed  certificates, 
in  order  to  prove  that  the  spirits  in  question  had 
been  regularly  “imported  into  the  United  States, 
and  the  duties  thereupon  secured,”  the  cause  was 
committed  to  the  jury  upon  the  aforegoing  facts 
and  circumstances;  when  the  opinion  of  the  judge, 
upon  the  several  points  which  had  arisen  at  the 
trial,  was  expressed  to  the  effect  following,  viz: 

1st.  That,  even  if  the  certificates  now  produced 
were  geunine,  and  found,  in  every  respect,  to  com- 
port with  the  marks  and  contents  of  the  casks,  still, 
that  the  circumstance  of  their  non-production,  upon 
the  demand  of  the  seizing  officer,  and  their  being 
kept  back  for  such  a length  of  time  by  the  claimant, 
must  be  deemed  sufficient  in  point  of  law  to  main- 
tain  the  **averment  that  the  casks  mere  found  unac» 
compained  tvith  the  proper  certificates,*  so  as  to  justi- 
fy the  seizure  and  to  raise  a legal  presumption  of 
their  liability  to  forfeiture,  which  could  only  be 
removed  by  the  production  of  satisfactory  proof  on 
the  other  side,  “that  the  distilled  spirits  contained 
in  them,  at  the  time  of  seizure,  had  actually  been 
“imported  into  the  United  Slates,  and  the  duties 
“thereupon  paid  or  secured.” 

2d.  That  a person  having  in  his  possession  a cask 
of  distilled  spirits,  which  has  once  passed  from  the 
custom-house,  and  is  accompained  by  the  marks 
and  certificates  required  by  the  law  in  such  case, 
has  no  more  right,  without  first  obliterating  such 
marks  and  surrendering  the  certificate,  to  change, 
essentially,  the  contents  of  such  a cask,  than  he  has 
to  alter  the  marks,  or  to  erase  and  falsify  the  cer- 
tificate itself— that,  to  do  this,  in  either  case,  is  to 
tamper  with  an  important  public  regulation;  that  it 
must  be  regarded  as  a faudulent  act  of  the  party; 
and,  like  the  forging  or  falsification  of  a deed,  or 
any  other  instrument,  must  forever  debar  him  from 
the  privilege  of  resorting,  afterward.s,  to  the  ori- 
ginal voucher  as  affording  the  evidence  of  his  rights. 

3dly.  As  a conclusion  from  the  foregoing  posi- 
tions, it  was  laid  down  distinctly  by  the  judge,  that 
if,  from  the  strong  proofs  which  had  been  produc- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  it  should  be  the 
opinion  of  the  jury,  that  any  part  of  the  spirits  con- 
tained in  these  casks  were  of  foreign  manufacture, 
or,  in  other  words,  were  such  as  were  required  by 
the  law  to  be  marked  and  certificated;  and  that  the 
contents  of  the  casks,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure, 
were  essentially  different  from  what  they  were  when 
the  certificates  were  issued,  then  that  the  certifi- 
cates ought  to  be  rejected  as  wholly  inapplicable, 
as  affording  no  evidence  whatsoever  that  the  spirits 
had  been  legally  imported  and  the  duties  secured. 
In  fine,  that  whatever  might  be  the  inconvenience 
or  injury  resulting  to  the  claimant  from  this  con- 
struction, it  was  such,  and  such  only,  as  had  been 
brought  upon  him  by  his  own  indiscretion  or  fraud, 
in  attempting  to  pervert  the  puposes  of  an  impor- 
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tant  public  document;  and  that  he  had,  therefore, 
no  reasonable  grounds  for  complaining  of  any  hard- 
ship. 

The  aforegoing  statement  having  been  intended 
only  for  the  purpose  of  making  more  generally 
known  a judicial  conatruction,  which  has  been  given, 
for  the  first  time,  perhaps,  to  certain  important 
provisions  of  our  revenue  laws,  which  appear  hi- 
therto to  have  been  butliule  understood,  or,  at  least, 
regarded,  by  a portion  of  the  traders  in  this  and 
other  districts,  it  would  be  foreign  from  the  object 
to  enter  into  an  examiiation,  at  this  time,  of  the 
views  that  were  taken  of  the  case  by  the  jury,  who 
sat  at  the  trial.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  their  verdict, 
which  was  a special  one,  was  drawn  up  in  such  a 
form  as  will  afford  an  opportunity  for  a full  and 
deliberate  revision  hereafter,  before  the  appellate 
courts,  of  all  the  important  legal  points  which  were 
involved  in  this  inquiry. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  presumed,  that,  in  regard 
to  cases  of  the  description  here  aUuded  to,  the  re- 
venue officers  of  this  district  will  be  governed  in 
their  proceedings  by  the  priciples  which  were  laid 
down  by  the  district  judge. 

The  execution  was  conducted  by  George  Blake, 
esq.  district  attorney.  J.  T.  Austin  and  D.  Web- 
ster, esq’rs  for  the  claimant. 

FROM  THE  rtORIDIAlf . 

fn  the  case  reported  below,  the  governor,  according 
to  the  Spanish  custom,  appointing  an  assistant  or 
law  adviser,  selected  Mr.  Mitchell,  by  whom  the 
decision  of  the  court  was  pronounced. 

The  heirs  of  Vidal  vs.  John  Innerarity. 

A petition  was  filed  in  this  case,  praying  the  court 
to  have  John  Innerarity  cited  to  appear  and  show 
cause  why  the  decrees  of  don  Jose  Callava,  late 
governor  of  West  Florida,  should  not  be  carried 
into  execution.  Upon  the  return  day  of  the  cita- 
tion, John  Innerarity,  the  defendant,  appeared,  and 
prayed  time  to  prepare  his  defence,  which  was 
granted  him.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time  allow- 
ed, he,  through  his  counsel,  prayed  for  further  time, 
which  was  also  granted.  The  court  having  met  on 
the  day  appointed  for  the  hearing,  and  the  case  be- 
ing called,  Mr.  Acre,*  of  counsel  for  the  defendant, 
filed  a plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  which 
brings  up  the  question,  not  only  whether  this  court 
can  legally  entertain  the  suit,  but  whether  there 
is  a competent  tribunal  in  the  country  to  try  the 
case.  In  support  of  his  plea  he  took  the  following 
grounds— First,  he  conceded  that  the  governors  of 
the  Floridas  acted  in  a judicial  capacity,  and  had 
done  so  time  out  of  mind,  until  the  promulgation  of 
the  constitution  of  the  cortes  of  Spain,  some  time 
in  1820;  and,  as  the  constitution  of  the  cortes.  was 
in  force  in  Spain  at  the  time  that  the  sovereignty  of 
Spain  over  the  Floridas  was  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  it  was  a part  of  the  law  of  the  Floridas.  By 
that  constitution,  the  judicial  power,  before  exer- 
cised  by  the  governors,  was  taken  from  them  and 
given  to  other  tribunals;  and,  as  a deduction  from 
these  premises,  governor  Jackson  could  not  sit  as 
a court,  only  having  the  powers  of  the  governors  of 
the  Floridas,  the  captain  general  of  Cuba,  and  the 
intendant,  as  limited  and  prescribed  by  the  consti 
tution  of  the  cortes,  published  some  time  in  1820. 
Mr.  Brackenridge,  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners, 
contended  that  the  Spanish  government,  of  which 


*Mr.  Acre  did  not  furnish  the  court  with  an  ab- 
?tract  of  his  argument— possibly  some  points  of  il 
cosy  have  been  oraiUe4-  ^ 


the  judiciary  is  part,  has  ceased,  although  the  laws 
and  usages  are  still  in  force.  The  error  of  opinion 
on  this  subject,  he  said,  arises  from  not  distinguish- 
ing these  things.  The  powers  executed  by  the 
officers  of  Spain  are  retained,  not  the  officers;  and 
an  entirely  different  distribution  made  of  them,  to 
which  the  president  was  authorized  by  the  act  of 
congress.  That  the  Spanish  constitution  is  not  in 
force  here,  because  not  promulgated  until  Spain  had 
parted  with  the  sovereignty,  and  because  it  merely 
provides  a form  of  government;  it  is  not,  therefore, 
applicable  to  us.  He  contended,  from  the  act  of 
congress,  and  the  governor’s  commission,  it  was  un- 
doubtedly the  intention  of  the  president  to  give 
the  same  powers  as  had  formerly  been  exercised 
by  governor  Claiborne,  in  Louisiana,  on  taking  pos- 
session of  that  country,  under  similar  circumstances. 
The  constitution  of  the  cortes,  he  said,  must  not  be 
referred  to,  to  ascertain  the  powers  of  the  captain  ge- 
neral, intendant,  and  governors  of  the  Floridas — for, 
in  that  case,  he  went  on  to  show,  that  the  country 
would  be  left  without  civil  government  of  any  kind. 
According  to  that  constitution,  the  captain  general 
is  only  a military  officer,  and  the  governors  of  the 
Floridas  are  military  officers  under  him— as  inten- 
dant,  he  would  have  no  pow'er. 

The  very  able  and  satisfactory  discussion  this 
question  has  undergone,  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
bar,  by  which  the  court  w’as  not  only  delighted,  but 
instructed,  has  stripped  it  in  a great  measure  of  its 
difficulty— it,  however,  remains  one  of  the  first  im- 
portance to  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this  country; 
and,  as  such,  has  received  the  most  anxious  consi- 
deration  and  attention  of  the  court.  Judicial  pow- 
er is  an  important  trust — its  execution  often  pain- 
ful, and  it  does  not  hold  out  sufficient  attractions  to 
cause  it  to  be  sought  after,  especially  by  those' w’ho 
are  duly  and  truly  impressed  with  its  awful  respon- 
sibilities. It  now  becomes  necessary  for  the  court 
to  inquire  whether  there  exists  sufficient  judicial 
power  in  this  country,  since  the  change  of  sove- 
reignty, to  carry  into  effect  the  decrees  of  the  late 
governor  of  West  Florida;  if  there  is,  where  is  it 
vested?  It  was  not  seriously  contended  that  juris- 
diction did  not  rest  somewhere;  but  the  difficulty, 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant’s  counsel,  consisted 
in  pointing  out  the  tribunal.  By  referring  to  the 
act  of  congress,  entitled  “An  act  to  carry  into  ef, 
feet  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,”  the  2d  section  of  which  is  in  these  words, 
“And  be  it  further  enacted,  that,  until  the  end  of 
the  first  session  of  the  next  congress,  unless  provi- 
sion for  the  temporary  government  of  the  said  ter- 
ritories be  sooner  made  by  congress,  all  the  milita. 
ry,  civil,  and  judicial  powers,  exercised  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  existing  government  of  the  same  ter- 
ritories, shall  be  vested  in  such  person  and  per. 
sons,  and  shall  be  exercised  in  such  manner,  as  the 
president  of  the  United  States  shall  direct,  for  the 
maintaining  the  inhabitants  of  said  territories  in  the 
free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  reli- 
gion:  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  relating  to 
the  revenue,  and  its  collection,  subject  to  the  modi- 
fication stipulated  by  the  fifteenth  article  of  said 
treaty,  in  favor  of  Spanish  vessels  and  their  cargoes^ 
and  the  law’s  relating  to  the  importation  of  persons 
of  color,  shall  be  extended  to  the  said  territories. 
And  the  president  of  the  United  States  shall  be, 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  within  the  term  afore- 
said, to  establish  such  districts  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue,  and,  during  the  recess  of  congress, 
to  appoint  such  officers,  whose  commissions  shall 
expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  to 
enforce  the  said  laws,  as  to  him  may  seem  expedi- 
;nt”-*-Thwe  is  no  stipulation  in  the  treaty  that  the 
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gov  e gn.y  of  Spain  over  lh<?  Floridas  should  con- 
tinue in  force  one  moment  after  the  signing  of  the 
treaty,  and  certainly  not  af^er  the  time  lirpiled  by 
jt  for  its  ratification — in  morals  and  good  faith,  the 
sov  reignty  was,  from  that  time,  in  the  United 
States,  de  jure,  and  Spain  had  only  the  government 
de  facto.  The  act  of  congress  to  carry  into  effect 
the  treaty,  had  relation  back  to  that  time,  as  is  fully 
^xpress "d  in  the  ratification,  not  only  of  Spain,  bu- 
th.  United  States;  and  the  United  States  are  only 
bound  to  maintain  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
country  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
nnd  religion. 

We  will  here  read  the  commission  given  by  the 
president  to  major  general  Andrew  Jackson,  and 
see  what  powers  it  has  pleased  the  president  to  in- 
vest him  with,  which  commission  is  in  the  following 
words,  viz: 

“James  Monroe,  president  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  to  all  to  whom  these  presents  sha;! 
come,  greeting:  Whereas,  the  congress  of  the  U. 
Stati'S,  by  an  act,  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  the  pre- 
sent month,  did  provide,  that,  until  the  end  of  the 
firs;  session  of  the  next  congress,  unless  provision 
be  sooner  made,  for  the  temporary  government  of 
the  territories  of  East  and 'West  Florida,  ceded  by 
Spain  to  the  U-  ited  Spates,  by  the  treaty  between 
the  said  parlies,  concluded  at  Washington,  on  the 
221  day  of  February,  1819,  all  the  military,  civil, 
and  judicial  powers,  exercised  by  the  officers  of 
the  existing  governtnent  of  the  same,  shall  be  vest- 
ed in  such  person  and  persons,  and  shall  be  exer- 
fcised  in  suchipanner,  as  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  shall  direct,  for  maintaining  the  inhabi- 
tants of  said  territories  in  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property  and  religion:  Now,  know  ye, 
that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the 
integrity,  patriotism,  and  abilities,  of  major  gene- 
ral Andrew  Jacxson,  I do,  in  virtue  of  the  above  re- 
cited act,  appoint  him  to  exercise  within  the  said 
ceded  territories,  under  such  circumstances  as  have 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  prescribed  to  him,  bj 
tny  instructions,  and  by  law,  all  the  powers  and  au- 
thorities heretofore  exercised  by  the  governor  and 
capiairr  general,  and  intendant  of  Cuba,  and  by  the 
governors  of  East  and  West  Florida,  within  the  said 
provinces  respectively,  and  do  authorize  and  em- 
power him,  the  said  Andrew  Jackson,  to  execute 
and  fulfil  the  duties  of  this  present  appointment  ac- 
cording to  law;  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same, 
with  all  its  powers  and  privileges,  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  congress,  unless  provision  be 
sooner  made  for  the  government  of  the  said  territo- 
ries, so  ceded  by  Spain  to  the  United  States.  Pro- 
vided, however,  and  it  is  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  these  presents,  that  the  said  Andrew  Jack- 
son,  or  any  person  acting  under  him,  or  in  the  said 
territories,  shall  have  no  power  or  authority  to  lay 
or  collect  any  new  or  additional  taxes,  or  to  grant 
Or  confirm  to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever, 
^ny  title  or  claims  to  land,  within  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  caused  these  letters 
to  be  made  patent,  and  t!ie  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  hereun  o affixed.  Given  under 
my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Wasliington,  the  10th 
day  of  March  A.  D.  1821,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the 
forty  fifth.  JAMES  xMONROE. 

By  the  president; 

John  Quiwct  Adams.” 

From  tills  commission  we  collect  the  fact  that  it 
was  the  will  and  intention  of  the  president  to  invest 
governor  Jackson  with  all  the  civil,  military,  and 


judicial  powers  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the 
Spanish  government  over  the  Floridas,  before  the 
change  of  sovereignty,  as  he  was  empowered  bv 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  congress  before 
recited — with  such  limitations,  and  subject  to  such 
instructions,  as  it  might  please  the  president  from 
time  to  time  prescribe.  The  said  powers,  given  as 
aforesaid,  are  limited  only  by  the  following  instruc- 
tions and  reservations  of  the  president,  which  are, 
that  the  the  governor  of  the  Floridas  shall  have  no 
power  or  authority  to  lay  or  collect  any  new  or  ad- 
ditional taxes,  or  to  grant  or  confirm  to  any  person 
or  persons  whomsoever,  any  title  or  claims  to  land 
within  the  same.  From  the  exceptions  themselves, 
we  arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  all  the  civil,  mili- 
tary, and  judicial  powers  are  given — with  this  fur- 
ther exception,  such  parts  of  them  as  are  conferred 
on  others — for  all  the  above  powers  are  vested 
somewhere,  being  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  oh 
the  government. 

The  argument  of  the  defendant’s  counsel  against 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  is  predicated  on  the 
supposition  that  the  constitution  published  by  the 
cortes  of  Spain  is  in  force  in  this  country;  and,  if 
we  can  show  that  it  is  not,  it  totally  fails.  We  will 
here  give  a succinct  history  of  this  constitution, 
and  show  that  it  is  not  in  force. 

Sometime  in  the  year  1812,  Ferdinand  VII. king 
of  Spain,  was  a prisoner  in  France;  the  cortes,  dur- 
ing the  king’s  exile,  framed  the  constitution  and 
published  it  in  Old  Spain;  some  sections  of  Old 
Spain  adopted,  and  others  rejected  it.  But  it  was 
never  promulgated  in  any  of  the  trans-marine  pro- 
vinces of  Spain,  or  any  decree  under  it,  during  the 
time  of  Ferdinand’s  absence,  so  far  as  we  have  been 
able  to  learn,  after  diligent  research  and  inquiry. 
On  the  4th  day  of  May,  1814,  Ferdinand  VII.  hav- 
ing previously  returned  to  Spain  and  assumed  the 
royal  functions,  by  a solemn  decree,  promulgated 
over  his  whole  empire,  dissolved  the  cortes,  annul- 
led all  their  decrees,  and  made  it  treason  in  his  sub- 
jects, or  any  of  them,  to  attempt  to  carry  the  con- 
stitution or  decrees  under  it  into  effect.  In  this 
situation  the  government  of  Spain  remained  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  signed  by  their  respective  pleni- 
potentiaries on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819.  The 
ratification  of  this  treaty  was  unaccountably  de-. 
layed  on  the  part  of  Spain  till  the  24th  of  October, 
1820.  By  the  16th  article  of  the  treaty,  it  was  to 
have  been  ratified  in  six  months  next  after  the  22d 
of  February,  1819,  viz:  on  the  22d  of  August,  1819, 
or  sooner,  if  possible.  And  in  the  ratification,  Fer- 
dinand VII.  by  the  consent  and  authority  of  the  ge- 
neral cortes  of  the  nation,  declared  that  the  ratifi- 
cation should  be  as  valid  and  firm,  and  produce  the 
same  effects,  as  if  it  had  been  done  within  the  de- 
termined period,  viz:  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
17th  article.  This  of  itself  is  sufficient  to  exclude 
the  idea  that  the  constitution  of  the  cortes  is  in 
force  in  this  country.  If  any  thing  else  is  wanting, 
we  have  the  fact  that  the  constitution  of  the  cortes 
was  only  promulgated  in  the  island  of  Cuba  some 
time  in  the  momh  of  January,  1821,  (about  three 
months  after  Spain  had  parted  with  the  sovereignty 
of  tfie  Floridas),  and,  if  it  was  promulgated  in 
these  provinces,  it  must  have  been  after  that  time, 
and  long  since  Ferdinand  VII.  in  ratifying  the  trea- 
ty by  the  consent  and  authority  of  the  general  cor- 
les  of  the  nation,  had  parted  with  the  sovereignty, 
.5tc.  It  cannot  be  seriously  contended  by  the  de- 
fendant’s counsel,  that  any  act  of  Spain,  after  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  could  be  considered  in 
(force  in  the  country  ceded,  hy  virtue  of  the  prpcla-., 
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mation  of  the  executive  of  this  ';oantry.  Such  a 
construction  and  sue  doctrine  is  incomnar'ble  with 
the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States  over  the  Flo- 
ridas.  But  it  is  said  the  proclamation  declares 
that  all  the  laws  and  municipal  regulations  of  Spain 
are  in  force.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  first 
part  of  that  section  of  the  proclamation  alluded  to, 
states  that  ihe  government  of  Spain  has  ceased,  and 
that  of  the  United  States  has  commenced.  These 
words  qualify  those  general  words  relied  on,  and 
limit  them  to  mean  only  so  far  as  is  compatible 
with  the  change  of  sovereignty.  As  well  might  he 
contend  that  Spain  can  legislate  at  this  time  for  the 
Fioridas.  Legislation,  being  one  of  the  attributes 
of  sovereignty,  must  exclusively  belong  to  the 
sovereign  power.  Can  it  be  seriously  contend 
ed  that  the  constitution  of  Spain  is  in  force  here, 
as  one  of  the  laws  and  municipal  regulations,  con- 
tinued in  force  by  the  proclamation  of  the  governor 


ntitled  “ \n  act  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,”  before  read, 
we  find  that  only  such  laws  as  relate  to  the  revenue 
and  the  importation  of  people  of  color  are  extend- 
ed to  the  Fioridas. 

And  as  these  subjects  have  been  expressly  ex- 
cepted, and  taken  out  of  the  general  powers  of  the 
governor,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  these  subjects, 
and  the  cases  arising  under  the  two  laws  of  the  U. 
States,  expressly  extended  to  this  country,  are 
alone  the  legitimate  objects  of  the  judge’s  jurisdic- 
tion, until  the  contrary  be  shewn  from  any  instruc- 
tions he  may  have  from  the  president  of  the  United 
St  tes.  In  short,  the  judge’s  jurisdiction  is  not  de- 
fined by  any  act  of  congress,  and  he  can  exercise 
no  jurisdiction  that  is  not  expressly  given  him  by 
the  president’s  instructions. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  add,  there  are  technical 
objections  to  the  plea  filed  in  this  case.  In  a plea  to 


founded  on  tlie  act  of  congress  to  carry  into  effect  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  it  is  necessary  to  shew 


the  treaty?  We  have  now  clearly  proved,  we  be- 
lieve, that  the  consntution  of  the  cortes  is  not  in 
force  here.  By  the  second  section  of  the  act  just 
referred  to,  the  president  of  the  United  States  is 
authorized  to  have  the  civil,  military  and  judicial 
powers  exercised  in  suck  manner  as  he  may  direct; 
for,  it  cannot  be  contended  that  he  has  not  authori- 
ty to  place  the  judicial  power  wherever  he  pleases. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  show  that  the  president 
did  not  consider  the  constitution  of  the  cortes  as 
in  force  in  this  country;  and  for  which  purpose, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  president’s  in- 
structions, contained  in  the  governor’s  commission; 
wherein  betakes  from  him  the  power  of  granting 
or  making  concessions  of  lands,  or  confirming  those 
previously  made. 

Now,  if  he  considered  the  constitution  of  the 
cortes  in  force  in  this  country,  to  have  given  these 
instructions,  or  expressly  to  have  limited  his  powers 
in  these  particulars,  would  have  been  useless  and 
unnecessary,  as  the  constitution  of  the  cortes  took 
away  from  the  captain  general,  the  intendant,  and 
governors  of  the  provinces,  the  power  of  granting 
lands.  Therefore,  on  conferring  on  maj.  gen.  Jack- 
son  the  commission  of  governor  of  the  Fioridas,  to 
exercise  the  powers  of  the  captain  general  and  in- 
tendant of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  governors  of  the 
Fioridas,  he  did  not  intend  that  those  powers  should 
be  limited  and  prescribed  by  the  constitution  of 
the  cortes,  but  that  he  should  exercise  them  as 
they  were  exercised  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen — the  day 
on  which  the  treaty  was  signed.  We,  therefore, 
think  governor  Jackson  has  the  power  to  carry  in 
to  effect  the  decrees  of  the  late  governor  of  the 
Fioridas.  The  counsel  for  the  defendant,  in  his 
very  able  and  ingenious  argument,  suggested  that, 
as  the  president  had  appointed  a judge  of  the 
United  Spates  for  West  Florida,  possibly  his  tribu- 
nal might  have  jurisdiction  of  this  case.  He  admit- 
ed,  however,  that  he  could  not  have  jurisdiedon, 
unless  it  was  positively  given  him  by  statute,  or 
the  express  instructions  of  the  president.  From 
the  commission  read,  and  the  deductions  already 
made,  it  fully  appears  that  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
case  had  been  conferred  on  the  governor,  and  can- 
not  be  presumed  to  be  given  to  the  judge.  Hav- 
ing  seen  the  commission  of  the  judge,  he  is  ex 
pressly  required,  by  instructions  contained  in  it,  to 
consider  himself  as  governed  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States:  and  the  inquiry  now  is,  Wiiat  laws 
of  the  United  States  are  extended  to  the  Fioridas, 
taken  in  contradistinction  to  the  Spanish  laws  in 
force  here.  From  the  second  section  of  the  act, 


that  there  is  another  court  in  which  effectual  justice 
may  be  administered.  The  plea  under  considera- 
tion wants  that  requisite,  which  alone  ought  to  be 
sufficient  to  warrant  this  court  in  taking  jurisdic- 
tion, les*^  there  might  be  a failure  of  justice.  ^Ve 
are  perfectly  satisfied  that  this  court  have  jurisdic- 
tion, and  therefore  over-rule  the  plea,  and  order  the 
defendant  to  proceed  to  shew  cause,  if  any  he  has, 
why  the  decree  of  don  Jose  Callava,  late  governor  of 
West  Florida,  should  not  be  carried  into  execution. 


From  ihe  Charleston  Courier ^ Oct.  31,  1821. 


S.  R.  Cannon, 

Indorsee, 
vs. 

James  Beggs. 

This  was  an  action  of  assumpsit  on  a note,  in  the 
following  words,  viz:  “due  Thomas  Newman,  esqr. 


} 


Tried  before  judge  Colcock, 
at  Branwell,  April  7,  1821. 


Noy.  1810,  signedfby  defendant  and  indorsed  to  the 
plaintiff.  On  this  note  there  was  a credit  for 
§109,  56,  paid  5th  Dec.  1815.” 

The  only  question  in  this  case  was,  when  interest 
should  commence.  His  honor  the  presiding  judge 
charged  the  jury  that  interest  would  only  com- 
mence from  the  time  of  a demand  made,  of  which 
the  only  evidence  was  the  payment  on  the  note,  from 
which  it  may  be  inferred  or  presumed,  a demand 
was  made,  and  the  jury  found  interest  from  that  time 
only. 

The  plaintiff  appealed,  and  will  move  for  a new 
trial. 

1st.  Because  his  honor  erred  in  charging  the  ju- 
ry that  a demand  was  necessary  to  entitle  the 
plaintiff  to  interest. 

2.  Because  this  note  or  due  bill,  (differing  from 
common  notes  payable  on  demand,)  acknowledged 
a debt  due  at  the  time,  and  therefore  ought  to  have 
carried  interest  since,  (as  it  is  submitted),  the 
demand  had  relation  to  the  payment  of  the  princi- 
pal, and  not  to  the  accruing'  of  interest. 

There  being  a difference  of  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject, I have  been  led  to  investigate  it  with  some 
diligence,  and  the  result  is,  that  I am  confirmed 
in  the  opinion  given  below:  That  the  plaintiff  is 

entitled  to  interest  only  from  the  time  of  the  de- 
mand. Mr.  Chitty  in  his  treaties  on  bills,  speaking 
of  interest,  says — “when  interest  is  made  payable 
by  the  bill,  &c.  itself,  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  be- 
ing recoverable,  and  as,  according  to  several  cases, 
in  general,  payable  on  all  liquidated  sums  from  the 
instant  the  principal  is  due,  it  is  recoverable  on  all 
bills  of  exchange  and  notes  of  hand,  payable  at  a 
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day  certain,  or  after  demand  if  payable  on  demand — 

6 modern  rep.  138—5  Vesey  jun.  803— in  some 
cases  it  is  said  that  interest  is  payable  from  the 
date  of  the  note,  8cc.  He  then  observes,  “but  it  is 
generally  understood  that  a bill  or  note  carries  in- 
terest only  from  the  time  of  the  demand  of  pay- 
ment, unless  the  delay  was  occasioned  by  the  defen 
dant;  as  being  out  of  the  kingdom  at  the  time  it 
was  due;”  and  then  follows  the  reason  on  which 
the  doctrine  is  founded— “For  interest  being  in  the 
nature  of  damages  for  non-payment,  it  would  be 
unreasonable  to  suffer  the  holder  by  his  own  laches 
to  acquire  a benefit,  and  to  subject  the  drawer,  ac- 
ceptor or  indorser,  to  damages,  when  they  were 
guilty  of  no  default.”  Chitty,  p.  318,  295;  and  for 
these  positions  refers  to  high  authority;  which,  up- 
on examination,  will  be  found  to  support  them.  In 

7 Term.  Kept.  p.  124,  Farquai  vs.  Morris,  in  a case 
on  a bond  in  which  no  time  of  payment  was  men- 
tioned, and  no  interest  reserved,  the  court  said  the 
debt  is  due  at  the  date,  and  interest  must  be  cal- 
culated from  that  time.  The  first  position  is  also 
to  be  found  in  the  case  of  Thomson  vs.  Ketcham — 

7 Johnson,  p.  189,  192.  But  these  were  not  cases 
payable  on  demand;  nothing  was  said  as  to  any 
time  or  place  of  payments;  and,  in  speaking  of  li- 
quidated demands  dr.awing  interest,  the  same 
thing  is  meant;  where  two  sit  down  to  adjust  an 
account  and  strike  a balance  and  it  is  done,  and  the 
balance  acknowledged,  without  saying  any  thing 
about  payment,  the  debt  is  due  immediately,  and 
interest  allowed  from  the  time.  In  2 Black.  Rep. 
p.  761,  Blaney,  assignee  of  Bradley  vs.  Hendricks, 
et  alios,  which  was  a case  on  an  account  stated,  it 
was  decided  that  interest  from  the  date  be  allow- 
ed; and  in  that  case  Gould,  Blackstone  and  Nares 
say,  interest  is  due  on  all  liquidated  sums  from  the 
instant  the  principal  becomes  due  and  payable. — 
Therefore,  in  all  bills  of  exchange,  notes  of  hand 
payable  at  a certain  day,  f or  after  demand^  if  paya- 
ble on  demand J interest  is  due.  It  is  then  appa- 
rent that  a note,  payable  on  demand,  is  not  consider- 
ed as  carrying  interest  from  the  date,  and  is  dis- 
tinguished from  cases  where  no  time  is  mentioned. 
But  it  is  contended  that  it  should  carry  interest 
from  the  date  because  it  is  a debt  due  in  present! 
through  solvendum  in  future.  1 ask  if  this  is  not 
equally  the  case  with  every  note  of  hand  in  which 
the  maker  says  I promise  to  pay  one  year  after  date 
for  value  received;  is  not  this  as  much  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  debt  immediately  due;  there  is  a 
promise  to  pay  and  acknowledgment  of  value  re- 
ceived; the  debt  then  exists  at  the  date  of  the  note; 
but,  in  such  case,  interest,. is  allowed  on-y  Jfrora 
the  time  the  note  is  payable.  Why  not  apply  the 
same  principle  to  the  due  bill  which  is  also  paya 
ble  at  a future  time,  (viz;  on  demand);  is  it  not  a 
bill  of  exchange;  here  the  note  v/as  immediately 
transferred  by  Newman  to  Cannon;  it  was  a draft 
on  himself  payable  on  demand;  had  it  been  on  his 
banker  there  would  have  been  no  doubt  that  inte- 
rest would  not  be  allowed  until  the  demand — w hy  .? 
because  it  is  saiirthe  drawer  undertakes  to  demand 
— so,  in  this  case,  1 say  the  payer,  by  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  or  due  bill,  undertakes  to  make  the  de- 
mand. 

Justices  Richardson,  Gannt  and  Bay  concur- 
ring. 

To  reconcile  the  above  decision  with  what  ap- 
pears,  at  first  sight,  inconsistent  with  it,  viz:  that 
a note  or  due  bill,  payable  on  demand,  is  barred,  by 
the  statute  of  limitations,  in  four  years  from  date, 
and  not  from  demand,  it  is  only  necessary  to  copy 
a part  of  the  opinion  of  the  late  judge  Grimkie,  in 


the  constitutional  court  at  Columbia,  in  the  case 
of  Woodward  vs.  Admors,  of  Drennan,  April  term, 
1815 — “This  was  a summary  process  on  a note  pay- 
able on  demand,  dated,  12th  December,  1803,  but 
never  sued  until  Feb.  1811,  and  the  only  question 
was  whether  it  was  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions. The  defendant  pleaded  that  he  had  not  pro- 
mised within  four  years.  The  rule  is  that,  in  inde- 
bitatus asst,  this  plea  is  good,  for  the  nature  of  the 
action  shews  that  a debt  was  due  at  the  time  the 
promise  was  made,  12  Mod.  444;  but  if  the  duty 
had  arisen  from  a collateral  matter,  which  created 
no  debt  till  demand,  then  such  plea  would  not  be 
good,  but  should  the  actio  non  accrevit  infra  sex 
annos,  1 Esp.  156,  B.N.  p.  151^  Ballant.  Limit.  216, 
217,  (a.)  The  time  of  payment  is  part  of  the  con- 
tract, and  if  no  time  be  expressed,  the  law  ad- 
judges that  the  money  is  payable  immediately. — 
This  is  the  positive  rule  of  the  common  law,  and 
is  a general  principle  in  the  construction  of  con- 
tracts— 8 John.  189.  I am  of  opinion  that  the  mo- 
tion be  not  granted.” 

NEW  AND  NICE  CASES. 

From  the  Richmond  Cornplier  of  Oct.  25,  1821. 

In  the  year  1813,  Mrs.  Eve  Wright,  of  the  city  of 
Williamsburg,  by  her  will,  emancipated  all  her 
slaves,  in  number  then  about  20;  of  which  there 
were  then  9 or  10  adults;  the  others  were  in- 
fanta.— The  executor  of  Mrs.  Wright,  imagining 
that  there  could  be  no  question  but  that  the  will' 
gave  unconditional  freedorn  to  these  people,  fur- 
nished each  of  them  with  a copy  of  the  will,  and 
endorsed  a certificate  on  the  back  thereof,  that  the 
bearer  was  one  of  those  emancipated  by  the  will, 
and  stating  also  the  age  of  the  individual. 

These  people  removed  to  Richmond  between  the 
period  of  Mrs.  Wright’s  death,  in  1813,  and  the 
year  1319.  In  the  latter  year,  they  were  brought 
before  the  overseers  of  the  poor  as  persons  who  had 
been  emancipated,  and  remained  in  the  state  more 
than  12  months;  and  according  to  the  act  of  assem- 
bly, (1st  revised  Code,  page  436),  had  forfeited 
their  right  to  freedom — The  overseers  of  the  poor, 
however,  decided  upon  the  terms  of  the  will,  that 
they  were  not  absolutely  free,  but  had  an  inchoate 
right  to  freedom,  and  discharged  them. 

These  persons  were  then  arrested  as  slaves  go- 
ing at  large  and  hiring  their  own  time,  (see  revised 
code,  page  442),  and  brought  before  our  hustings 
court,  who,  upon  hearing  counsel,  decided  they 
were  not  slaves,  but  free  persons,  and,  therefore,  not 
to  be  proceeded  against  in  any  other  character,  and 
directed  their  discharge. 

In  1820,  to  place  the  right  of  these  blacks  to 
freedom  beyond  question,  the  executor  of  Mrs. 
Wright  executed  deeds  of  emancipation  to  all  of 
them;  and  the  greater  number  of  them  have  resid- 
ed in  Richmond  up  to  this  period. 

The  police  of  the  town  have  recently  taken  no- 
tice of  their  situation,  and  they  were  a few  days 
since  directed  to  appear  before  the  mayor — upon 
enquiring  into  the  condition  of  those  who  remain, 
it  is  found  that  there  are  16  or  17  persons,  whose 
right  to  freedom  is  brought  into  question;  and 
they  may  be  thus  classed:  three  who  are  adults  and 
were  so  at  the  death  of  Mrs.  Wright,  and  have  for- 
feited their  right  to  fi*eedom — eight  who  are  infants 
and  were  in  being  and  emancipated  by  the  will  of 
Mrs.  AVright — five  who  are  infants  and  who  have 
been  born  since  the  death  of  Mrs.  Wright,  and 
who  are  descendants  of  two  females,  included  in 
the  first  class  as  having  forfeited  their  right  to 
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freedom — two  of  these  were  bom  before  their  mo- 
thers had  incurred  this  forfeiture,  provided  the  will 
of  Mrs.  Wright  gave  them  freedom;  and  three  after 
the  forfeiture  had  been  incurred,  but  before  it  had 
been  declared. — If,  however,  the  will  of  Mrs.  Wright 
did  not  give  an  absolute  but  only  an  imperfect  right 
to  freedom;  then  since  the  execution  of  the  deed  of 
emancipation  by  the  executor,  one  only  of  these  five 
infants  has  been  born,  and  that  before  its  mother 
had  incurred  the  forfeiture— Of  these  latter  persons, 
two  are  infants  in  their  mother’s  arms,  and  if  the 
mothers  are  declared  and  sold  as  slaves,  and  the 
children  considered  as  free,  the  mother  is  to  be 
separated  from  her  infant  child  not  more  than  seven 
•r  eight  months  old.  The  right  to  freedo  m of  the 
infants  included  in  the  2d  class,  is  reserved  by  the 
act  of  assembly,  until  twelve  months  after  they  re- 
spectively arrive  at  the  age  of  21  years — (see  1st 
revised  code,  page  436  section  Gist.) 

The  only  dijlculty  in  the  case,  relates  to  the  infant 
children  born  since  1313.  Their  counsel  intended, 
on  the  13th  inst.  to  move  the  hustings  court  to 
have  them  registered  as  free  born  blacks.  The  ac* 
of  assembly  is  silent  in  relation  to  persons  in  this 
situation,  and  speaks  alone  of  “emancipated  slaves” 
and  ^*emancipated  infant  slaves  ** — Upon  this  motion 
to  have  these  persons  registered,  the  following  ques- 
tions arise:— 1st.  Ought  the  court  to  permit  this  re- 
gister? if  they  do,  they  virtually  decide  these  per- 
sons may  continue  to  reside  in  Virginia,  as  of  riyht; 
— And  this  leads  to  the  2d  inquiry:  Whether  a 
child,  born  between  the  period  of  the  emancipation 
of  his  or  her  mother  and  that  at  which,  by  remain- 
ing in  the  state,  she  forfeits  her  right  to  freedom, 
is  entitled  to  remain  in  Virginia,  after  he  or  she  ar- 
rives at  the  age  of  21  years,  for  a longer  period  than 
12  months,  without  forfeiting  his  or  her  liberty? — A 
tliird  question  also  arises:  Can  a child,  born  after 
the  forfeiture  of  freedom  accrues,  but  before  there 
is  any  legal  and  judicial  declaration  thereof,  thus 
remain? 

It  is  contended,  that  the  child  follows  the  condi- 
tion of  the  mother  at  the  time  of  its  birth;  that  in  both 
the  2d  and  third  queries,  the  mother  was  absolute- 
ly free  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  the  child;  that 
being  so,  the  child  was  born  free;  never  was  eman- 
cipated; never  was  a slave  to  be  emancipated;  that 
this  act  of  assembly  is  a highly  penal  one  and  must 
be  construed  strictly;  that  the  forfeiture  of  freedom 
by  the  mother  was  intended  as  a punishment  for 
remaining  more  than  12  months;  that  this  punish- 
ment is  entirely  personal  and  cannot  be  visited  on 
her  unoffending  offspring;  and,  lastly,  that  ail  the 
descendants  of  the  emancipated  slaves  must  be 
taken  and  considered  as  the  descendants  of  a free 
person,  until,  by  some  legal  and  judicial  determina- 
tion and  act,  the  condition  of  the  emancipated  per- 
son is  changed. 

The  motion  was  not  submitted  by  the  counsel 
for  the  blacks  on  Saturday^  being,  at  the  request  of 
the  attorney  for  the  commonwealth,  postponed  until 
the  next  court,  without  prejudice  to  these  persons. 

Mr.  Robert  G.  Scott  appeared  for  the  blacks, 
and  Mr.  Upshur  for  the  commonwealth. 

CASE  OF  A SLAVE. 

From  the  Village  Record f J^ovember  21, 1821. 

The  trial  of  John  Ready  for  the  murder  of  Peter 
Shipley,  came  on  at  the  late  sessions  of  the  court  of 
oyer  and  terminer,  in  this  county.  The  case,  from 
the  partcular  circumstances  attending  it,  had  ex- 

^ Published  at  Wc«t  Chester,  Pennsylvania. 


cited  an  unusual  degree  of  interest.  The  prisoner 
had  been  tried  in  M«iy  last  for  the  murder  of  Samuel 
G.  Griffith  and  acquitted. 

On  Monday  the  5th  inst.  the  trial  commenced 
before  ^is  honor  judge  Darlington,  president,  and 
judges  Ralston  and  Davis,  associates:  counsel  for 
the  commonwealth,  Dick,  assisted  by  Barnard  and 
Dner\  for  the  prisoner.  Bed  and  Tilghman. 

The  following  is  a brief,  and,  we  believe,  a fair 
statement  of  the  case. 

Read,  the  prisoner,  a black  man,  two  or  three  years 
ago,  ramc  into  Pennsylvania  from  Maryland;  said  he 
was  free,  although  an  attempt  was  made  to  hold 
him  in  slavery;  frequently  declared  himself  afraid 
cfkidnappers,  and  often  went  armed.  He  married 
in  Pennsylvania  and  has  one  child,  hired  a house  in 
Kennet  township,  and  worked  about  the  neighbor- 
hood. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  Dec.  1820,  his  wife  was 
from  home;  he  was  alone;  lay  down,  but  felt  uneasy 
and  could  not  sleep;  got  up  and  made  a fire;  about 
midnight  he  thought  he  heard  persons  walking 
about  the  house;  one  at  length  rapped  smartly  at 
the  door;  he  asked  what  they  wanted?  the  person 
answered  they  had  authority  to  search,  and  had 
come  for  stolen  goods.  Read  told  them  logo  away, 
he  believed  they  were  kidnappers;  if  they  were  not, 
he  had  no  stolen  goods,  and  if  they  would  wait  tdl 
morning,  they  might  search.  Soon  after  they 
began  to  force  the  door,  he  rolled  a barrel  of  cider 
against  it,  told  them  if  they  attempted  to  come  in 
he  would  kill  them.  They  prized  the  door  off"  the 
hinges,  and  it  fell  over  the  cider  barrel:  at  the  in- 
stant he  heard  the  click  of  a pistol  cocking;  then 
said  Read,  “it  is  life  for  life;”  one  of  the  persons 
said,  “rush  on  him  Shipley,  damn  the  negro,  he 
won’t  shoot.”  A person  attempted  to  enter,  he 
shot  him;  another  attempted  to  come  in,  he  struck 
him  with  a club;  the  man  fell  on  his  knees,  as  he 
rose,  Read  struck  him  once  or  twice;  then  seizing 
his  gun,  he  ran  to  the  neighbors  and  told  them  the 
kidnappers  had  attacked  his  house;  that  he  bad 
killed  two — asked  for  more  powder,  as  he  was 
afraid  they  would  pursue  him.  He  made  no  at- 
tempt to  escape.  After  being  arrested  and  in  cus- 
tody, one  witness  testified  that  he  heard  Read  say, 
that,  after  he  got  out  of  the  house  and  to  the  fence, 
on  looking  round,  he  saw  one  of  the  men  trembling; 
that  he  went  back  and  beat  him  until  bethought  he 
was  quit  dead. 

When  the  neighbors  came  upon  the  ground  In 
the  morning,  they  found  Mr.  Griffith  lying  on  the 
bed,  in  the  black  man’s  house,  dead.  Mr.  Shipley, 
the  overseer,  for  whose  murder  the  prisoner  was 
now  on  trial,  had  got  up,  carried  him  there,  taken 
his  pocket  book,  and  watch  out  of  his  pocket,  and 
put  them  in  his  own,  and  then  went  to  a neighboring 
house  about  100  yards  off,  and  prevailed  upon  Mrs. 
Harvey  to  let  him  in.  There  he  languished  eight 
days  and  died. 

The  club  was  found  in  the  house  close  by  the  cider 
barrel,  two  pistols  loaded,  one  of  them  cocked;  a 
whip  and  pair  of  gloves  were  found  at  the  door;  a 
pair  of  handcuffs  and  a rope  were  found  in  the 
pocket  of  Mr.  Shipley;  a third  pistol  in  the  pocket 
of  Mr.  Griffith.  There  were  but  two  wounds  upon 
Mr.  Shipley. 

It  appeared  sufficiently  clear,  that  Read  was  the 
child  of  Maria,  formerly  an  African  queen,  recently 
a slave,  and  no  proof  of  bis  manumission  was  shewn. 
He  was  claimed  by  Mr.  Griffith,  from  whose  ser- 
vice he  had  absconded.  Having  learnt  were  he  was, 
Mr.  Griffith,  his  overseer,  Mr.  Shipley,  and  two  as- 
sistants, Minner  and  Pearson,  came  to  the  hquse 
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occupied  by  Read  about  midnight,  and  m >de  the 
attempt  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  both  Mr. 
Griffith  and  Mr.  Shipley,  as  related. 

The  principal  points  disputed  were,  whether  Mr. 
Griffith  intended  to  take  Read  out  of  the  state 
without  taking  him  before  a judge,  in  violation  of 
an  act  of  assembly. 

2d.  Whether  Read  knew  his  master. 

3d.  What  right  could  Read,  as  a slave,  acquire  of 
self  defence  in  Pennsylvania. 

4th.  Whether  he  returned,  as  stated  that  he  con- 
fessed to  one  witness,  from  the  fence  and  beat  Ship- 
ley. 

It  is  imposible  for  us,  our  limits  do  not  admit  it, 
to  go  into  the  particular  arguments,  in  relation  to 
the  facts  a:*d  the  law,  as  will  be  orceived,  when  we 
stave  that  the  cause  began  on  Monday  the  5th,  and 
continued  until  Tuesday  the  14  b — occupying  the 
court  and  j ury  nine  and  ten  hours  each  day. 

It  was  fully  and  ably  argued.  Mr.  Dick,  for  the 
prosecution,  took  up  about  one  hour  and  a half  in 
a sensible  and  argumentauve  address.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  Bell,  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  in  a 
maiden  speech,  distinguished  for  clearness,  method 
and  force  Mr.  Tilghman,  for  the  prisoner,  began 
to  speak  on  Monday  afternoon  at  three  o’clock,  and 
spoke  until  half  past  7.  The  deep  and  fixed  at- 
tention of  a crowded  audience,  for  four  and  a half 
hours,  shewing  the  power  of  genius,  in  inchaining 
in  fetters  of  eloquence  the  human  mind.  The  cou 
rage  and  humanity  of  Mrs.  Harvey  in  rising  at  the 
mid  hour  of  the  night,  although  alone,  and  taking- 
in  a stranger,  who  was  moaning  at  her  door  for 
assistance,  were  adverted  to,  with  much  force  and 
heauly,  accompanied  by  the  quotation  from  Walter 
Scott: 

“Oh,  woman!  in  oar  hour  of  ease. 

Impatient,  coy,  and  hard  to  please. 

And  variable  as  the  shade 

By  the  light  quivering  aspen  made: 

When  pain  and  anguish  wring  the  brow, 

A ministering  angel  thou!” 

Mr.  Duer  began  his  argument  in  conclusion,  on 
the  part  of  the  commonwealth,  on  Tuesday  morn 
ing.  He  contended  that  the  master  had  a right, 
under  the  law  of  congress,  at  any  time  and  place, 
and  at  any  hour,  by  himself  or  his  agent,  to  seize 
his  slave;  that  the  slave  had  no  right  to  resist  his 
master;  that  his  house  was  no  protection — that, 
therefore,  the  master  and  the  deceased  Shipley,  his 
overseer,  were  in  the  exercise  of  a legal  right,  and 
Read,  in  resisting,  in  the  perpetration  of  a wrong— 
that  Read  must  have  known  his  master,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  killing,  in  resisting  the  legal  attempt 
to  arrest  him,  was  murder  in  the  first  degree.  Mr, 
Huer  spoke  for  two  and  a half  hours. 

Judge  Darlington  then  summed  up  the  evidence, 
and  laid  down  the  law  in  a charge  of  an  hour  and  a 
half. 

He  adverted  to  the  delicacy  of  bis  situation,  hav- 
ing been  on  the  other  trial  attorney  for  the  com- 
monwealth— but  remarked  that  his  regret  was  con- 
siderably diminished,  by  the  consideration  that  the 
jury  were  the  judges  of  the  law,  as  well  as  the 
fact,  in  the  case  before  them.  He  gave  a full  and 
lucid  exposition  of  the  whole  law  on  the  subject. 
In  respect  to  the  construction  of  the  act  of  assem- 
bly of  1820,  on  which  much  reliance  was  placed,  he 
ditfered  from  the  opinion  of  judge  Ross,  delivered 
at  Norristown.  The  counsel  for  the  prisoner  had 
contended  that,  by  this  act,  the  attempt  to  take  any 
person  claimed  as  a slave  out  of  the  state,  without 
taking  him  before  a judge  to  prove  his  right,  was 
declared  a felony;  that,  from  the  time  and  circum- 


stances of  the  attack,  no  doubt  could  exist  but  that 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  party  to  take  Readout  of 
the  state  in  violation  of  *^^hat  act;  that  they  were, 
therefore,  in  the  commission  of  a felony,  and  Read 
was  justified  in  resisting  to  tl  e death. 

The  counsel  for  the  commonwealth  maintained, 
that  this  act  was  intended  to  prevent  kidnapping 
or  man  stealing;  th^t  it  did  not  apply  to  a master, 
who  intended  *o  arrest  and  reclaim  his  runaway 
slave,  whom,  by  the  act  of  congress,  he  was  authoriz- 
ed to  arrest  or  seize,  when  and  where  he  could. — 
Rut  judge  Ross  had  decided  that  the  act  had  refer- 
ence to  masters  seizing  their  sl.-ives,  and  taking  them 
out  of  the  state,  without  going  before  a judge.  Judge 
Darlington  was  of  opinion  that  such  vt^as  not  the 
construction,  inasmuch  as  the  law  so  construed  in- 
flicted the  same  penalty,  7 years  imprisonment  in 
the  penitentiary,  upon  the  acknowledged  master, 
reclaiming  his  slave  and  taking  him  away,  as  upori 
the  kidnapper,  who  should  attempt  to  carry  off  a 
freeman;  and  this  opinion  was  confirmed  by  the 
construction  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  old  act 
of  assembly  in  relation  to  the  same  subject. 

He  then  examined  the  evidence,  and  weighed  it 
wit';  great  perspicuity  and  impartiality,  expressing 
' is  opinion  that  there  was  not  conclusive  proof,  that 
Read  knew  his  master  or  overseer;  and  intimating 
very  clearly,  that  the  witness  who  testified  that  the 
prisoner  confessed  he  returned  and  beat  the  deceas- 
ed, until  he  thought  him  quit  dead,  was  mistaken- 

The  jury  immediately,  on  the  court  opening  in 
the  afternoon,  returned  to  the  box  with  a verdict 
of  manslaughter. 

The  next  day  he  received  his  sentence  of  9 years 
imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary. 

Doyleato-wri,  Penn.  March  19.  During  the  second 
week,  a cause  was  tried  which  interested  the  feel- 
ings and  excited  the  strong  curiosity  of  the  farmers 
— of  the  millers — indeed,  of  the  community  at  large. 
TFm.  Williams^  of  Bnckinghijm,  came  into  court  to 
claim  damages  of  Thos.  Parson,  for  obstructing  the 
water  on  his  own  premises;  diverting  it  from  its 
natural  course,  and  using  it  to  the  injury  of  the 
said  Williams. 

The  principal  facts  are  these: — Williams  owns  a 
grist  mill,  turned  by  alight  stream  of  water,  which 
passes  thro*  the  plantation  of  Paxson,  immediately 
before  it  falls  into  Williams*  mill  pond  Some  three 
or  four  years  since,  the  predecessor  of  Puxsr.n  pul- 
led down  his  old  barn,  rliro’  ♦he  yard  of  which  the 
stream  in  question  was  conveyed,  and  erected  a new 
barn,  a few  rods  distance  from  the  old  one,  but  on 
the  oposiie  side  of  a public  highway. — Paxson 
changed  the  course  of  the  water,conductedii  across 
the  highway,  thro*  the  yard  of  the  new  barn,  for  the 
convenience  of  wateinr.g  his  cattle,  &c.  and  occa- 
sionally, by  darning,  flowed  part  <,f  the  water  over 
his  meadow;  but  delivered  the  surplus  into  its  natu- 
ral channel,  where  it  passed  the  line  of  his  own 
laud,  on  its  passage  to  the  mill  of  Williams. 

Abraham  Chapman  and  Jona.  Condy,  esqs.  were 
counsel  for  the  plaintifi;  Levi  Pawling,  and  Jos. 
Pickering,  esqs.  for  the  defendant;  and  most  learned- 
ly, with  great  ingenuity,  faithfulness  and  zeal,  did 
they  advocate  and  defend  the  respective  interests 
of  their  clients. 

The  principles  of  law  which  appeared  to  be  clear- 
ly established,  were,  that  the  owner  of  the  soil,  had 
a right  to  every  thing  over  his  land,  from  the  hea- 
vens to  the  centre  of  the  earth;  that  he  had  a right 
to  use  the  stream  of  water  for  any  purpose  his  conve- 
nience might  require,  on  his  own  land — delivering 
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them  into  their  natural  channels,  when  they  crossed 
his  lines:  he  must  not  divert  them  from  their  cour- 
ses into  limestone  vaults,  or  other  sinks,  where  they 
would  be  lost  to  the  adjoining- proprietors;  nor  must 
he  waste  the  water,  nor  abuse  his  privilege  in  any 
way,  to  the  manifest  in  jury  of  his  neighbor  below; 
as,  for  such  malicious  abuse  of  privilege,  he  would 
be  amenable  to  the  laws,  and  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  heavy  damages.  An  intelligent  jury  re- 
ceived the  judge’s  charge,  and,  after  an  absence  of 
about  two  hours,  returned  into  court  with  a verdict 
for  the  defendant.  [ 'i'rencon  Federalist. 

THE  CA.SE  OF  JUDGE  CLARK. 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLrOKNCF.H 

We  proceed  to  give  a statement  of  the  facts  in 
the  case  of  judge  Clark,  of  Kentucky,  who  was 
formerly  a representative  in  congress  from  that 
state,  and  is  a citizen  of  the  most  respectable 
standing.  Though  it  is  true  that  this  is  a case  im- 
mediate!) concerning  the  interests  of  that  stale 
^nly,  it  is  of  so  much  importance  to  the  general 
principles  it  embraces,  as  to  bring  it  home  to  the 
bosoms  of  all  It  is  for  this  reason  we  allot  so 
inucii  space  to  it. 

The  following  is  a copy  nf  t’  e op-nion  of  judge 
Clark,  whicli  reached  Frankfort  at  the  momem 
that  the  legislature  was  in  session: 

FUO.H  THE  WEaTEUN  CITIZEN. 

Opinion  delivered  by  jnd^e  Clark ^ at  the  lionr- 
bon  circuit  court.  _ 

JVi’liams  vs.  lilair,  &c. 

The  object  of  this  motion  is  to  quash  a recogni- 
zance, entered  into  by  the  defendant,  -with  security, 
before  the  clerk  of  this  court,  upon  a judgment 
previously  obtained  by  the  plaintitf  against  him. — 
The  contract  was  made  on  the  12th  day  of  Novem* 
her,  1819,  and  for  the  payment  of  g2l9  675  to  the 
plaintiff',  ily  the  terms  of  the  recognizance,  the 
defendant  is  allowed  the  period  of  two  years  to 
pay  the  debt  and  costs,  and  for  that  time  execution 
is  to  be  staid. 

Tlie  motion  is  made  by  the  plaintiff*  upon  the 
grounds,  that  the  law,  authorizing  the  recogni- 
nance  and  stay  of  execution,  is  a violation  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  and  of  this  state, 
and  therefore  void.  The  act  authorizing  the  pro- 
ceedings, passed  the  25th  day  of  Dec.  1820,  is 
entitled,  an  act  to  regulate  endorsements  and  exe- 
cutions. Uy  this  law  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  a 
stay  of  execution  for  two  year.s,  upon  entering  into 
a recognizance  with  good  security  before  the  clerk; 
unless  the  plaintiff*  will  agree  to  receive,  in  satis- 
faction of  the  judgment,  notes  on  the  bank  of 
Kentucky  or  its  branches,  or  notes  on  the  bank  of 
the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  or  its  branches. 

In  deciding  this  question,  I am  not  unmindful  of 
the  delicate  situation  in  which  a judicial  officer  is 
placed,  who,  in  the  course  of  his  official  duties,  is 
compelled  to  determine  the  constitutionality  of  a 
law  made  by  the  legisUtwre  of  Llie  state  of  which 
he  is  a judge,  and  the  heavy  responsibility  he  must 
incur,  by  permitting  passion  or  prejudice  to  influ- 
ence his  opinion. 

1 was  particularly  anxious  to  aviod  a decision  of 
this  question  at  this  time;  the  same  question  is  de- 
pending before  the  appellate  court,  and  will  proba- 
bly be  decided  in  a short  tifhe.  The  opinion  of  that 
court  would  give  uniformity  of  decision  to  the  cir- 
cuit courts.  The  opinion  of  this  court  can  have 
no  influence  except  in  this  circuit.  As  the  question, 
however,  is  pressed,  whatever  may  be  my  wishes,  it 
is  my  duty  to  decide  it. 

Sur.  TO  You.  XXJI- 


Tlie  IGth  section  of  the  1st  article  ' f the  con. 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  among  other  things, 
contains  the  following  provisions — “No  s’ate  shall 
“coin  money,  emit  bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing 
“ blit  gold  and  silver  coin  a tender  in  payment  of 
“ debts,  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  pert  facto 
“ law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  con- 
“ tracts.” 

The  people  of  the  United  States  have,  by  this 
section  of  tlie  constitution,  placed  the  private  con- 
tracts lof  men  out  of  the  reach  of  legislative  con- 
trol, nor  can  a slate  constitution,  by  its  provisions, 
diminish,  in  the  slightest  degree,  the  obligaiion  of 
obedience  on  the  part  of  the  state  legisUtur®,  to 
this  clause  of  the  federal  constitution.  As  to  the 
subjects  thus  enumerated,  the  states  have  parted 
with  their  sovereign  power,  and  a legislative  act, 
whicl)  in  the  slightest  degree  impairs  the  obliga- 
tion of  a contract,  is  absolutely  void  and  inopera- 
tive. 

The  convention  that  formed  the  constitution  of 
Kentucky,  sensible  of  this,  have  made  all  its  parts 
harmonise  witli  these  great  provi.'^ions  in  tlie  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales;  for  the  18th  section 
of  the  10th  ar'icle,  declares  that  no  ex  post  fuclo 
law,  nor  any  law  impairi'ig  contract,  shall  be  .'nade. 
The  13th  section  of  the  same  article  declares  that 
right  and  justice  shall  be  administered  without  sale, 
denial  or  delay. 

It  is  under  these  provisions  the  constitutionality 
of  the  endorsement  law  must  be  determined.-— 
To  a correct  decision,  it  is  necessary  to  know 
what  is  meant  by  the  term  “contract,”  and  what, 
in  legal  understanding,  is  the  obligation  of  a con- 
trail.'' 

A contract  is  a transaction  in  which  each  party 
comes  under  an  obligation  to  the  other,  and  each, 
reciprocally,  acquires  a right  to  what  is  promised 
by  the  other.  From  this  definition,  it  is  evident 
that,  when  one  party,  by  covenant,  agreement,  op 
otherwise,  stipulates  to  do  a particular  thing,  as 
the  payment  of  a sum  of  money,  by  a particular 
time,  the  other  party  acquires  a right  to  demand 
a performance,  and  the  obligation  of  the  contract 
is,  that  performance  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  terms 
stipulated. 

It  needs  no  argument  to  prove,  that  a law  to  re- 
lease one  party  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  ia 
whole  or  in  part,  from  the  payment  of  a sum  of  mo- 
ney which  he  has  stipulated  to  pay,  dr  a law  to 
change  the  day  of  payment  to  a shorter,  or  a more 
distant  day,  would  impair  the  obligation  of  the 
contract.  It  is  equally  clear  that  if  one  party, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other,  is  permitted  to 
do  the  thing  in  a different  manner,  oral  a differ- 
ent lime  from  that  agreed  upon,  and  thereby  miti- 
gate at  his  own  will  and  pleasure  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  the  obligation  is  not  preserved. 

Test  the  case  under  consideration  by  these  prin- 
ciples, and  how  does  it  stand.^  The  defendant,  by 
his  writing,  promised  to  pay  the  plaintiff*  the  sum 
of  ^219  67i,  by  a given  dsy;  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract giive  him  a right  to  demand  the  payment  of 
the  money  agreeably  to  the  promise,  and  the  de- 
fendant was  under  a legal,  as  well  as  moral  obliga- 
tion, to  pay  what  he  contracted  to  pay.  'I  be  en- 
dorsement law,  ho'.vever,  intervenes  between  them, 
ind,  without  consulting  the  will  or  the  interest  of 
the  plaintiff,  declares,  that  the  defendant  may,  if 
he  thinks  proper,  have  two  years  in  addition  to 
pay  the  money,  and  during  that  time  the  process 
of  law  to  enforce  justice  is  denied.  This,  accord- 
ing to  my  understanding,  is  a palpable  Tiolation,  npt 
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only  of  the  spirit,  but  the  letter  of  the  constitu- 
lion. 

The  laws  that  exist  when  a contract  is  made, 
compose, as  to  all  the  essential  parts  of  the  contract, 
a part  of  it.  For  example,  the  rate  of  interest  fix- 
ed by  law,  when  the  contract  was  made,  shall  be 
the  rate  of  interest  at  the  time  of  performance, 
notwithstanding  a difierent  rale  has  been  fixed  by 
law  in  the  interim.  And  it  will  not  be  contended 
that  the  legislature  possess  the  constitutional  right 
of  increasing  or  diminishing  the  rate  of  interest 
upon  contracts  made  before  the  passage  of  the  law. 

When  the  contract  under  consideration  was  made, 
the  law  not  only  subjected  the  estate  of  the  debtor, 
but  his  person,  to  execution  in  satisfaction  of  the 
debt.  It  is  a principle  of  the  common  law,  and 
coeval  with  the  existence  of  courts  of  justice,  that 
the  property  of  the  debtor  shall  go  to  satisfy  his 
debts;  and  parties,  in  making  their  contracts,  have 
an  e}eto  the  property  as  a fundout  of  whidithe  debt 
can  be  made,  and  the  law  considers  it  as  much  a 
part  of  the  contract, ‘jlh at  the  estate  of  the  debtor 
shall  be  subject  to  execution  in  payment  of  the 
debt,  as  if  it  were  in  terms  so  expressed  in  the 
contract.  The  law,  therefore,  when  the  contract 
between  these  parties  was  made,  annexed  to  it  as 
an  implied  part  of  the  contract,  that,  upon  failure 
of  the  defendant  to  pay,  his  property  .should  be  li- 
able for  the  debt. 

It  is  contended  for  the  defendant  that  the  law 
in  question  affects  only  the  remedy  and  not  the 
right,  and  that  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the 
legislature  to  prescribe  the  rules  by  which  con- 
tracts shall  be  enforced,  and  redress  bad  for  inju- 
ries occasioned  by  fraud  or  negligence.  This  pro- 
position is  certainly  correct,  provided  the  right  is 
left  unimpaired;  but  the  legislature  in  prescribing 
the  remedy,  must  keep  within  the  pale  of  the  con- 
slitution,  and  if  the  remedy  prescribed  will  (as  in 
this  case)  impair  the  contract  upon  which  the  ac- 
tion is  founded,  or  divest  an  individual  of  a vested 
right,  the  law  will  be  unconstitutional  and  void. — 
To  prove  that  this  law  afiects  the  remedy  only,  the 
statute  of  limitation  is  referred  to  by  way  of  analo- 
gy, and  it  is  contended  that,  by  the  settled  course 
of  decision  in  this  state,  as  the  limitation  laws 
go  to  the  remedy  only,  this  case  is  virtually  set- 
tied.  The  analogy  between  the  cases  is  not  per- 
ceived. Limitation  laws  do  not  go  to  the  essence 
of  the  contract;  the  remedy  only  is  affected.  It  is 
only  a rule  of  evidence  founded  upon  the  presump- 
tion, from  the  lapse  of  time,  that  the  debt  has  been 
paid  or  the  duty  performed.  Very  different  is  the 
endorsement  law,  which  declares  that,  unless  the 
creditor  will  agree  to  receive,  in  payment  of  his 
debt,  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  Kentucky,  or  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  the  commonwealth  of  Kentuc- 
ky, the  debtor  shall  have  a right  to  replevin  for 
two  years;  when  it  is  maiiifest,  that,  by  such  reple- 
vin, the  legal  obligation  to  pay  the  debt  is  destroy, 
ed  or  suspended,  and  for  that  time  the  performance 
is  enlarged  and  the  terms  of  the  contract  essential- 
ly changed. 

By  the  10th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  con- 
stituiion,  before  referred  to,  the  legislature  of  this 
state  had  no  power  to  make  any  thing  a legal  ten- 
der in  payment  of  debts  but  gold  and  silver  coin. 
Yet  the  endorsement  law  declares  that  the  creditor 
shall  be  delayed  in  having  justice  administered  to 
him  for  the  space  of  two  years,  unless  he  will  relin 
quish  his  right  to  demand  gold  and  silver,  and  ac- 
cept of  paper  in  discharge  of  the  debt.  There  is, 
in  principle,  no  difference  between  this  law,  and 
one  extending  right  of  replevi.a  for  fifty 


the  difference  is  in  expedience  only;  for  if  thelegis- 
lature  can  authorize  a replevin  for  two  years,  it  can 
be  extended  to  fifty.  Indeed,  upon  the  principle 
of  the  endorsement  law,  a law  authorizing  a debt- 
or to  pay  his  debts  by  instalment,  or  in  property, 
would  be  constitutional.  This  would  be  really  re- 
ducing the  constitution  to  a dead  letter. 

How  idle  would  it  have  been  in  the  convention 
who  framed  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  have  declared  that  no  state  should  emit  bills  of 
credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a 
tender  in  payment  of  debts;  pass  any  bill  of  at- 
tainder, ex  post  futto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  ob- 
ligation of  contracts,  and  at  the  same  time  leave 
with  the  states  the  power  of  doing,  indirectly,  what 
they  declared  should  not  be  done  directly.  The 
acknowledged  wisdom  of  that  body  forbids  such  a 
supposition. 

The  section  in  favor  of  personal  security,  and 
private  rights,  was  added,  as  will  be  seen  by  a re- 
ference to  the  history  of  that  time,  to  protect  the 
citizen,  not  only  from  endorsement,  suspension,  in- 
stalment, and  property  laws,  but  all  laws  which  in- 
terfered with  the  private  contracts  of  men.  The 
frequent  interference  of  the  state  legislatures  with 
the  private  rights  of  individuals,  the  property  laws 
of  some,  and  the  suspension  laws  of  all,  had,  in  a 
great  degree,  impaired  ptiblic  faith,  and  destroyed 
the  regular  course  of  business. 

It  is  urged  in  argument  for  the  defendant,  that,  if 
this  law  was  in  violation  of  the  constitution,  the 
court  had  no  right  to  determine,  and  to  quash  the 
recognizance.  The  second  clause  of  the  4th  arti- 
cle of  the  constitution  of  tlie  United  States  furnish- 
es the  answer — it  is  in  these  words:  “this  constitu- 
“ tion,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which 
“ shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all  trea- 
“ties  made,  or  wi.ich  shall  be  made,  under  the 
“ authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  the  su- 
“preme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  judges,  in  every 
“state,  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the  con- 
stitution or  laws  of  any  state  to  the  contrary  not- 
“ withstanding.** 

A case  analogous  to  this,  has  been  decided  by 
the  supreme  court  of  North  Carolina.  During  the 
late  war,  the  legislature  of  that  state  passed  a law 
providing  that  any  court  rendering  a judgment 
against  a debtor  for  debt  or  damages,  between  the 
31st  day  of  December,  1812,  and  the  1st  day  of 
February,  1814,  should  stay  the  execution  until  the 
first  term  of  the  court  after  the  last  mentioned 
day,  upon  the  defendant*s  giving  two  freeholders  as 
sesurity  for  the  debt.  The  supreme  court  of  that 
state  declared  the  law  unconstitutional  upon  the 
grounds  that  it  innpaired  the  obligation  of  contracts. 
The  court,  in  giving  its  opinion,  says,  “whatever 
law  relieves  one  party  from  any  article  of  a stipu- 
lation, voluntarily  and  legally  entered  into  by  him 
with  another,  without  the  direct  assent  of  the  lat- 
ter, impairs  its  obligation,  because  the  rights  of 
the  creditor  are  thereby  destroyed;  these  are  ever 
correspondent  to,  and  co-extensive  with  the  duty 
of  the  debtor. 

The  opinion  I have  expressed  on  this  subject,  I 
am  aware,  is  different  from  that  entertained  by  some 
of  the  most  enlightened  and  patriotic  citizens  of 
this  state:  And  I believe  the  general  court,  com- 
posed of  two  judges,  at  the  last  term,  were  of  opi- 
nion that  this  law  was  not  within  the  prohibition  of 
the  constitution,  and  so  decided.  The  opinion  of 
that  court,  though  highly  respectable,  is  nothing 
binding  on  this:  lam  therefore  unwilling  to  yield 
my  and  settled  opinion  upon  this  great  con- 
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'.tiiiitior'al  question  to  such  aalhcrity,  however  im- 
posi'^j?  it  may  be. 

The  jiidgfment  of  the  court  is,  that  the  recog-ni- 
zancebe  quashed,  and  tlie  defendant  pay  the  plain- 
tiff the  costs  of  this  motion. 

HOUSE  OF  KEPHESENTATIVRS  OF  KEXTCCKY. 

Saturilay,  >^fny  18.  1822. 

Mr.  Slauffhter  moved  the  followinp  preamble  and 
resolution,  which  was  adopted,  and  a committee  ap- 
pointed according'ly,  viz. 

“Whereas  this  house  is  informed  that  judge 
James  Clark  has,  at  the  present  term  of  the  Bour- 
bon circuit  coM'-t,  whilst  acting  as  judge  of  said 
court,  given  a decision  in  contravention  of  the  laws 
of  this  commonwealth,  called  the  endorsement  and 
replevin  laws,  and  therein  has  grossly  transcended 
his  judicial  authority  and  disregarded  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  the  legislature  of  this  common- 
wealth: 'I'herefore, 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire  into  the  decision  of  the  said  judge,  and  re- 
port thereon  to  this  house.” 

Tuesday.  J^Iay  21. 

Mr.  Slaughter,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  decision  ofJames  Clark, 
a circuit  judge,  in  relation  to  certain  laws  of  this 
state,  reported  as  follows: 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution louching  theco  ’.duct  of  judge  James  Clark, 
in  relation  to  a decision  delivered  by  him  in  the 
Bourbon  circuit  court  during  the  present  term,  tip- 
on  the  replevin  and  endorse.Tient  laws  of  this  com- 
monwealth, beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
por*^  and  resolution: 

Your  committee  have  ascertained,  to  their  satis- 
faction, th.at  judge  James  Clark,  did,  at  the  present 
term  of  the  Bourbon  circuit  court,  in  the  case  of 
Williams  vs.  Blair,  upon  a motion  to  quash  recog- 
nizance entered  into  by  the  defendant  with  securi- 
ty before  the  clerk  of  said  court,  upon  a judgment 
previously  obtained  by  the  plaintiff  against  him, 
delix'er  an  opinion  which  was  immediately  publish- 
ed in  a newspaper  called  the  Western  Citizen,  a 
copy  of  which  opinion,  believed  to  be  correct,  they 
herewith  exhibit  as  part  of  this  report.  In  this 
opinion  the  court  sustains  the  motion  to  quash  the 
recognizance,  and  the  judge,  in  his  general  reason- 
ing, intimates  an  opinion  upon  other  subjects,  not 
strictly  before  him.  The  principles  and  doctrines 
assumed  in  this  opinion,  are,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  incompatible  with  the  constitutional 
powers  of  the  legislative  department  of  this  go- 
vernment, subversive  of  the  best  interests  of  the 
people,  and  calculated  in  their  consequences  to  dis- 
turb the  tranquility  of  the  country,  and  to  shake 
public  confidence  in  the  institutions  and  measures 
of  the  government,  called  for  by  the  condition  and 
the  necessities  of  the  people.  That  the  judicial 
department  has  a power,  beyond  control,  to  defeat 
the  general  policy  of  the  slate,  deliberately  adopt- 
ed by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  within 
the  pale  of  their  authority,  is  a position  which 
your  committee  are  not  prepared  to  admit;  and, 
therefore,  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to 
avert  the  evils  about  to  be  inflicted  on  the  com- 
monwealth, by  the  only  appropriate  remedy  within 
their  power.  Your  committee,  upon  a full  considera- 
tion of  the  whole  subject,  submil  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  house  the  following  resolution  and  ad- 
dress: 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  o f the  common- 
wealth  of  Kentucky^  (two  thirds  of  each  branch 
thereof  concurring),  that  the  hon.  James  Clark,  one 
of  the  circuit  judges  of  this  commonwealth,  ought 


to  be  removed  from  office;  and  that  the  following 
address  be  presented  to  the  governor,  in  order  that 
his  removal  may  be  effected: 

To  his  excellency  .John  Ailair,  governor  of  the  com- 
mon-wealth  of  Kenturky. 

According  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
the  senate  and  house  of  representatives,  (two  tliirds 
of  the  members  of  both  houses  concurring  therein), 
oresent  you  this  address,  requiring  you  to  remove 
from  office  the  honorable  James  Clark,  one  of  the 
circuit  judges  of  this  commonwealth,  for  the  fol- 
lowing cause,  which  they  have  cause.!  to  be  stat- 
ed at  length  on  the  journals  of  their  respective 
houses. 

[Here  follows  the  above  opinion.] 

Mr.  WickUffe  moved  to  dispense  v.uth  the  rule 
of  the  hous-',  to  refer  to  a committee  of  the  whole 
the  papers  relative  to  judge  Clark,  and  make  an  or- 
der citing  him  to  annearat  the  bar  of  the  house  on 
Friday  next,  and  shew  cause  why  he  should  not  be 
removed  from  office. 

A long  discussion  arose  on  these  propositions,  in- 
volving, in  some  degree,  the  merits  of  the  main 
question,  in  which  Messrs.  Pope,  Fletcher,  Wor- 
thing'.on,  Yancy,  Luckett,  Allen,  Wickliffe,  Kin^ 
caid,  Bruce,  Cosby  and  Catlett,  participated,  when 
the  rule  was  dispensed  with,  63  to  32,  the  papers 
referred,  and  an  order  made  for  judge  Clark  to  ap- 
pear and  shew  cause  why  he  should  not  be  remove.d 
from  office. 

Friday,  May  24. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  f.om 
judge  James  Clark,  as  fallows: 

Frankfort,  May  24^/j,  1822. 

Sir:  I have  attende  1 here  on  this  day  in  conse- 
quence of  a summons  from  the  honorable  body  over 
which  you  preside,  to  answer  an  accusation  against 
me.  The  summons  was  not  served  on  me  until 
Wednesday  evening  last  at  Paris,  where  I had  been 
for  some  time  engaged  in  thedischaage  of  my  offi- 
cial duties:  It  will  be  therefore  perceived,  that  I 
have  had  no  time  allowed  me  to  respond  to  the 
charges.  1 respectfuljy  request  that  time  be  giv- 
en me,  until  Monday  next,  to  present  ray  defence  in 
writing. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  CLARK. 
The  hon.  Geo.  C.  Thompson,  Stc. 

Time  was  given  accordingly. 

Monday.,  May  27, 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a letter 
from  judge  James  Clark,  covering  a response  to 
the  charges  against  him.  The  reading  dispensed 
with,  and  it  was  referred  to  a committee  of  the 
whole. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Yantis  in  the  chair,  and  took  up 
the  charges  against  judge  Clark,  together  with  his 
response.  The  report  of  the  select  committee, 
the  opinion  of  the  judge,  the  resolution  for  his  re- 
moval,  and  the  response  to  the  charges  were  read. 

Messrs.  Slaughter,  Shannon,  Worthington,  and 
Allen,  addressed  the  committee  in  favor  of  remov- 
ing the  judge,  and  were  answered  by  Messrs.  R.  C. 
Anderson,  Pope,  and  Cosby.  During  the  discussion, 
w'hich  occupied  the  whole  day,  Pope  offered 
the  following  resolution  as  a substitute  for  that 
before  the  committee,  which,  however,  was  sub- 
sequently withdrawn,  viz: 

Resolved.  That,  as  the  decision  of  judge  James 
Clark  is  subject  to  revision  in  the  appellate  court, 
it  is  unnecessary  and  inexpedient  for  the  legisla- 
ture to  interfere 


156 


NILES’  REGISTER— SUP.  TO  VOL.  XX11-..LAW  CASES, 


The  committee  then  roseanci  reported  the  origi- 
nal resolu'ion  to  the  house  as  follows: 

Resolved  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  common- 
wealth  of  Kentucky  {\.-wQ-X.\nv^s  of  each  branch  there- 
of concurring)  that  thehonorabl  James  Clark,  one 
of  tlje  circuit  judges  of  this  commonwealth,  ought 
to  be  removed  from  office;  and  that  the  following 
address  be  presented  to  the  governor,  in  order  that 
his  re-nyval  may  be  effected,  &c. 

Mr.  Yancy,  offered  a few  remarks  in  support  of 
the  resolution. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  there  were, 
for  removing  the  judge  59,  against  it  35.  I’here 
not  being  the  constitutional  majority  of  two-thirds, 
the  resolution  was  declared  to  be  rejected. 


The  following 

are  the  Yeas  and  Nays: 

YEAS — Messrs. 

Alexander 

J.  G.  Hardin 

O’Bannon 

Allen 

M,  Hardin 

Patterson 

.1.  S.  Anderson 

He  arid 

Payne 

Brooking 

Hughes 

Pearcy 

Bruce 

Ingiish 

Pendleton 

Catlett 

Jackman 

Rudd 

Clarke 

Johnson 

Sandford 

Cockerill 

Kincheloe 

Selby 

Cooper 

Litton 

Shannon 

Craig 

Lecompt 

Slack 

Coombs 

Lee 

Slaughter 

Dejarnett 

Lynch 

Stone,  of  Wayne 

Desha 

J,  Mason 

J.  Taylor 

Duncan 

May 

Thompson 

Eaves 

M’Clanahan 

Wiley 

Fletcher 

M’Cracken 

Witherspoon 

Goode 

Miller 

Worthington 

Gordon 

Mullins 

Yancy,  and 

Green 

Morton 

Younger. 

Griffith 

Noland 

NAYS — Messrs. 

Mr.  Speaker 

Howard 

Smith 

R.  C.  Anderson  f Kincaid 

Speed 

Bradford 

Lockett 

Stone, ofMadison 

Brents 

Logan 

Talbott 

Butler 

Love 

Taylor 

Calhoun 

Luckett 

C.  H.  Taylor 

Cogswell 

B.  Mason 

Todd 

Cosby 

M’ConneU 

Warfield 

Cowan 

M’Millan 

White 

Crawford 

Moore 

Wickliffe  and 

Davis 

Murray 

Yantis. 

Gaither 

Pope 

The  following  is  the  clause  of  the  constitution 
of  Kentucky,  under  which  legislative  proceedings 
took  place: 

*‘3.  The  judges,  both  of  the  supreme  and  inferior 
courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  beha-r 
vior;  but  for  any  reasonable  cause  which  shall  not 
be  sufficient  ground  of  impeachment,  the  governor 
shall  remove  any  of  them  on  the  address  of  two 
thirds  of  each  house  of  the  general  assembly:  Pro- 
vided, however,  that  the  cause  or  causes  for  which 
such  removal  may  be  required,  shall  be  stated  at 
length  in  such  address,  and  on  the  journal  of  each 
house.  They  shall  at  stated  times  receive  for 
their  services  an  adequate  compensation,  to  be  fix- 
ed by  law.” 

It  only  remains  to  add,  that  the  key  to  the  unu- 
sual excitenaept  caused  by  this  opinion  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fact,  which  is  staged  in  the  Louisville 
Advertiser,  that  this  opinion  of  judge  Clark  was 
supposed  to  have  an  indirect  bearing  upon  the 
charter  of  the  bank  of  the  commonwealiJi. 

A majority  of  the  senate  is  said  to  have  been  op 
psed  {o  the  proposed  removal  of  the  judge. 


Response  of  judge  James  Clark,  to  the  charges  ex- 
hibited against  him  in  the  house  of  representatives , 
at  their  extra  session  in  -May,  1822. 

To  the  honorable  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

Sin; — I have  received  a summons  from  the  honor- 
able body  over  which  you  preside,  to  atteud  and 
answer  an  accusation  against  me.  I have  also  seen 
a copy  of  the  report  and  resolution  of  the  commit- 
tee raised  noon  the  subject,  by  which  1 am  fully  ap- 
prized of  the  nature  of  the  accusation,  and  to 
which  I beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  response. 

I did,  'luring  the  last  term  of  the  Bourbon  cir- 
cuit court,  in  a case  in  which  Williams  was  plain- 
tiff, and  Blair  and  others  were  defendants,  give  a 
decision  upon  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  usu- 
ally styled  the  endorsement  and  replevin  laws,  in 
which  i held,  that  the  law  which  gave  to  the  defend- 
ant a stay  of  execution  for  two  years,  upon  his  en- 
tering into  a recognizaiicu,  in  the  clerk^s  office, 
with  security,  to  pay  the  money  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  unless  the  plantiff  consented  to  receive  bank 
paper  in  payment  of  the  debt,  was  unconstitutional 
and  void;  which  opinion  has  made  its  appearance  in 
all  the  public  prints,  especially  in  the  Western 
Citizen,  printed  at  Paris,  at  the  earnest  solicitation 
of  the  editor  and  other  citizens;  and  to  that  I refer 
for  what  the  decision  contains. 

This  decision  was  given  after  the  most  mature 
deliberation  which  I w’as  able  to  bestow,  and  from 
a firm  conviction  of  the  correctness  of  the  princi- 
ples there  mentioned;  and  I must  have  been  not 
only  faithless  to  my  own  conscience,  but  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  and  the  dignity  due 
to  the  judicial  office,  had  I expressed^  any  other 
opinion,  under  the  conviction  I had  upon  the  subject. 

I should  be  sensibly  alive  to  an  accusation  hinting 
corruption,  or  arraigning  my  motives,  and  would 
meet  it  with  a bold  and  fiat  denial;  but  I am  gratifi- 
ed to  find  that  no  such  ground  is  taken  in  the  re- 
port and  resolution.  The  grounds  there  assumed, 
are,  that  I have  maintained  principles  and  doctrines 
incompatible  with  the  constitutional  powers  of  the 
legislative  department  of  this  government,  and 
subversive  of  the  best  interests  of  the  people;  and 
that  1 have  intimaied  an  opinion  upon  other  sub- 
jects, not  strictly  before  me.  In  reply  to  these 
two  allegations,  1 must  respectfully  insist  that  I 
have  done  neither. 

In  support  of  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  de- 
livered, I have  nothing  farther  to  add,  except  to 
say,  I am  wholly  at  a loss  to  find,  in  any  part  of  it, 
an  intimation  of  an  opinion  upon  any  subject  not 
necessarily  growing  out  of  the  case  before  me. 

As  I understand  the  report,  it  is  based  upon  the 
ground,  that  I have  no  right,  as  a judicial  officer,  to 
refuse  to  carry  into  execution,  what  I may  conceive 
to  be  an  unconstitutional  act  of  the  legislature.  I 
shall  firmly,  but  respectfully,  contend,  that  I have 
this  right,  as  well  upon  principle  as  upon  precedent. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  under 
which  this  decision  was  given,  declares  itself  to  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  that  the  judges  iti 
every  state  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  any  state  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  2d  clause,  6th  article,  C.  U.  S. 

Permit  me  respectfully  to  ask,  why  is  this  solemn 
charge  expressly  directed  to  the  judges  in  every 
state,  and  not  the  legislature,  if  the  judge  cannot, 
decide  a law  of  a state  to  be  against  that  instru- 
ment.? The  charge  is  futile  and  inoperative,  a mere 
dead  letter. 

It  would  be  a phenomenon  in  jurisprudence,  to 
bind  an  officer  by  a solemn  oath  to  effectuate  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution  against  conflicting 
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laWs  of  his  own  state,  if  the  very  act  of  passing  I tni  it  was  in  reference  to,  and  in  full  sanction  of 
these  laws  is  to  seal  his  lips,  and  annul  the  obliga-  j this  authorin’  in  the  judge.':,  that  these  cattses  were 
tion  imposed  upon  him  to  see  that  the  constitution  | introduced  in  both  constitutions.  It  was  for  llte 
is  not  violated.  jourpose  of  charging  the  judges  still  to  remain  on 

This  provision  evidently  supposes  that, from  some  it’.ie  watch-tower,  and  guard  against  every  invasion 
cause  or  other,  provisions  might  creep  into  tlie  laws  jof  the  sacred  instrument.  If  this  is  not  th.e  slltision 
or  constitutions  of  stales,  repugnant  to  that  su-|a:id  design  of  these  provisions,  I am  incapable  of 
preme  law.  If  this  «upposi*ion  is  not  con  a n*^d  in  ascertaining  tlieir  meaning— for  I am  at  a Iors  to 
the  expressions  referred  to,  it  will  be  difficult  to  as-  know  upon  what  principle  of  logic  it  can  be  main- 
sign  an  adequate  motive  for  placing  them  there.  tainedthat  tlie  judge  is  to  be  bound  by  the  consli- 
If  every  law  of  the  state  is  to  be  taken,  from  the  tution,  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  lan^t,  anil  also  by 
mere  act  of  enaction,  a.s  accordant  with  the  consti-  the  acts  of  assembly,  and  yet,  when  they  co;ne  into 
tution,  it  was  mere  iban  simple  in  the  convention  collision,  reject  the  supreme,  and  effectuate  the 
to  reijuire  the  judge  to  disreg.ard  that  which  he  inferior  rule.  T.his  authority  of  the  jutliciarv  has 
was  bound  to  consider  right.  The  judge  then,  in  j been  exercised  ever  since  the  revolution,  and  is 
the  case  of  di.screp.incy  between  tiie  t-vo,  must  j considered,  by  all  jurists,  loo  well  settled  to  be 
speak  and  decide;  and  severe  indeed  must  be  his|suaken. 

fate,  if,  for  doing  so,  he  Is  to  be  censured  or  dis-l  In  pronouncing  a lav/,  wlilch  is  incompatible  with 
graced  by  the  consiitutioHl  authorities  of  his 'the  constitution,  to  be  void,  liie  judiciary  does  not 
country.  assume  a superiority  over  the  legislature.  It  mcre- 

The  constitution  of  our  own  state  adopts  tlie^ly  affirms  the  paramount  obligaiion  of  the  funda- 
same  principle.  It  closes  the  last  article  with  these  lUiCntal  rule.  It  announces  only  that  the  will  of 
emphatic  expressions;  “I'o  guard  against  the  tram- jihe  people,  as  expressed  in  their  constitution,  is 
gression  of  these  high  powers,  which  we  have  de-j  above  the  will  of  any  of  the  servants  of  the  people, 
iega’ed,  we  de.clare  that  every  tiling  in  this  arti-j  To  give,  on  the  contrary,  efficacy  to  a legislative 
cle  is  excepted  out  of  the  powers  of  the  general  ' act,  whicli  violates  the  constitution,  would  be  to 
government,  and  shall  ever  remain  inviolate;  and  j proclaim  that  tlie  w ill  of  tlie  legislative  servants 
that  all  laws  contrary  thereto,  or  contrary  to  this  | of  the  people  was  above  the  w ill  of  the  people 
constitution,  shall  be  void.”  1 themselves. 

Tne  same  observation  will  apply  here,  which  I If  we  consider  <he  subject  tipon  the  score  of  .rj- 
have  used  with  regard  to  the  constitution  of  tlie  there  cannot  exist  a donht;  and  I refer  to 

United  Stales.  The  instrument  itself  supposes!  the  printed  reports  of  all  the  states,  m;iny  of  which 
there  may  be  transgressions  again.st  it,  by  the  func-  * have  not  al  this  time  an  opporlunHy  of  consulting. 


tionaries  of  government;  hence  it  declares  that  this 
section  is  to  guard  against  them.  It  provides 
against  laws  enacted  by  the  legislature,  (as  all  laws 
must  be),  which  are  contrary  to  the  constitution, 
Wliat  wisdom  could  there  be  in  providing  against 


For  a co-temporaneous  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution upon  this  subject,  I refer  to  that  excellent 
book,  called  the  Federalist,  page  246. — 'I’he  p.ower, 
and  indeed  the  duty  of  the  judiciary,  to  disregard 
all  legislative  ads  prohibited  by  the  constitution. 


unconstitutional  laws,  if  none  such  could  exist?  If  l '^  fully  discussed  and  recognized  by  that  great 


the  bare  enaction  sanctions  them,  and  proves  them 
to  be  agreeble  to  the  constitution,  then  the  conven- 
tion provided  against  nothing  at  all,  or  there  must 
be  numerous  void  laws  in  force,  the  constitution 
notwithstanding,  and  no  functionary  of  the  govern- 
ment dare  to  say  they  are  void. 

The  o'ficial  oath  of  the  judge,  imposed  as  well 
by  the  constitution  as  the  laws  of  this  state,  re- 
quiring him  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  of  this  slate,  does  not  permit  him  to 
stand  by  mute,  or  effectuate  the  provisions  of  laws 
v/hich  liis  sober  judgment  tells  him  are  within  the 
prohibition  of  liie  cotislitu'ion.  Embarrassing  in- 
deed, on  a contrary  hypothesis,  would  be  the  si- 
tuation of  every  judge,  and  no  one  could  hold 
the  office,  unless  he  could  satisfy  his  conscience, 
by  the  opinion^of  others,  that  his  oath  is  not  vio- 
lated. 

The  history  of  our  country  accounts  for  these 
provisions  in  the  constitution.  The  combination 
of  legislative,  judicial  and  executive  powers  in  a 
monarch,  and  the  omnipotence  of  a British  parlia- 
ment, were  the  complaints  of  the  revolution,  and 
the  dangers  against  which  we  struggled.  Upon 
the  achievement  of  independence,  the  states  adopt- 
ed forms  of  government,  in  which  they  generally 
declared,  that  these  different  departments  sbouli 
be  kept  separate,  both  as  to  men  and  powers. — 
Hence  arose  the  natural  result,  that  one  depart- 
ment would  nor,  and  could  not  effectuate  ttie  un- 
constitutional acts  of  another;  and  previous  to  the 
consciuition  of  toe  United  States,  or  of  this  state, 
many  decisions  by  tne  judiciary  had  taken  place, 
refusing  to  carry  into  effect  unconstitutioual  laws; 


statesman,  V!r.  Madison,  who  was  one  of  the  framers 
of  the  federal  constitution,  1 also  refer  to  a let- 
ter of  the  late  col,  George  Nicholas,  cf  this  state, 
to  his  friend  in  Virginia,  justifying  the  conduct  of 
the  citizens  of  Kentucky  as  to  some  of  the  measure.s 
of  congress.  He  was  personally  known  to  some  of 
the  members  of  the  honorable  body  over  which 
you  preside,  and  his  great  worth  and  constitutional 
learning  known  and  duly  appreciated  by  all.  The 
34th  page  contains  the  following  remarks. 

“The  complete  independence  of  the  courts  of 
justice,  is  pecaliarly  essential  in  a limited  constitu- 
tion. By  a limited  constitution,  I understand,  one 
which  contains  certain  specified  exceptions  to  legis- 
lative authority;  such,  for  instance,  as  that  it  shall 
pass  no  bill  )f  attainder,  no  e.r  post  facto  laws,  and 
the  like.  Limitations  of  this  kind  can  be  preserved 
in  practice,  no  other  way  than  through  tlie  medium 
of  the  courts  of  justice,  whose  duty  it  must  be  to 
declare  all  acts  contrary  to  the  manifest  tenor  of 
the  constitution,  void.  Without  this,  all  the  re- 
servations of  particular  rights  or  principles  would 
amount  to  nothing. 

“Some  perplexity  respecting  the  right  of  courts 
Xj  pronounce  legislative  acts  void,  because  contra- 
ry to  the  constitution,  has  arisen,  from  an  imagina- 
tion that  the  doctrine  would  imply  a superiority  of 
the  judiciary  to  the  legislative  power.  Itis  urged, 
that  the  authority  w’hich  can  declare  the  acts  of 
another  void,  must  necessarily  be  superior  to  the 
one  whose  acts  may  be  declared  void.  As  tliis  doc- 
trine is  of  great  importance  to  all  the  American 
constitutions,  a brief  discussion  of  the  grounds  on 
which  it  rests  cannot  be  unacceptable. 

“There  is  no  position  which  depends  on  clearer 
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princjples,  than  tliat  every  act  of  delegated  auUio- 
ritv,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  t he  commission  under 
which  it  is  exercised,  is  void;  no  legislative  act 
therefore,  contrary  to  the  constitution,  can  be  va- 
lid. To  deny  this,  would  be  to  affirm  that  the  de- 
puty is  greater  than  his  principal,  ’he  servant  is 
abovehis  master;  that  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple are  superior  to  the  people  themselves;  that  men 
acting  by  virtue  of  powers,  may  do  not  only  what 
their  powers  do  not  authorize,  but  wha-;  they  forbid, 
“If  it  be  said  the  legislative  body  themselves 
are  the  constitutional  judges  of  their  own  powers, 
and  that  the  constructions  they  put  upon  them  are 
conclusive  upon  the  ct‘‘  er  departments,  it  may  be 
answered,  that  this  cannot  be  the  natural  presump 
tion,  when  is  is  not  to  be  collected  from  any  parti- 
cular provision  in  the  constitution  It  is  not  other- 
wise  to  be  supposed  that  the  constitution  could  in- 
tend to  enable  the  representatives  of  the  people 
to  substitute  their  will  to  that  of  their  constituents. 
It  is  far  more  rational  to  suppose  that  the  courts 
were  designed  to  be  an  intermediate  body,  be- 
tween the  people  and  the  legislature,  in  order, 
among  other  things,  to  keep  the  latter  within  the 
limits  assigned  to  their  authority.  The  interpre- 
tation  of  the  laws  is  the  proper  and  peculiar  pro- 
vince of  the  courts.  A constitution  is,  in  fact,  and 
must  be  regarded  by  the  judges  as  a fundamental 
law.  It  therefore  belongs  to  them  to  ascertain  its 
meaning  as  well  as  the  meaning  of  any  particular 
act,  proceeding  from  the  legislative  body.  Ifthere 
should  happen  to  be  an  irreconcileable  variance  be- 
tween the  two,  that  which  has  the  superior  obliga- 
tion and  validity,  ought,  of  course,  to  be  preferred; 
or,  in  other  words,  the  constitution  ought  to  be 
preferred  to  the  statute — the  intention  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  the  intention  of  the  agents.*’ 

In  the  case  of  Vanhorn’s  lessee  against  Dorrand, 
(2  Dallas),  judge  Patterson,  in  delivering  the  opi- 
nion of  the  court,  says,  a ^‘constitution  is  the  form 
of  government,  delineated  by  the  mighty  hand  of 
tlie  people,  in  which  certain  first  principles  of  the 
fundamental  laws  are  established. — The  constitu- 
tion is  certain  and  fixed;  it  contains  the  permanent 
will  of  the  people,  and  is  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land;  it  is  paramount  to  the  power  of  the  legisla- 
ture, and  can  be  revoked  or  altered  only  by  the  au 
thority  that  made  it.  The  life  givir^g  principle  and 
the  death  doing  stroke  must  proceed  from  the 
same  hand.  What  are  legislatures?^Creatures  of 
the  constitution;  they  owe  their  existence  to  the 
constitution;  they  derive  their  power  (from  the  con- 
stitution; it  is  their  commission,  and  therefore  all 
1 their  acts  must  be  conformable  to  it,  or  else  they 
will  be  void.  The  constitution  is  ffie  work  or 
will  of  the  people  themselves  in  th^ir  original, 
sovereign  and  unlimited  capacity.  Law  is  the  work 
or  will  of  the  legislature,  in  their  derivative  or 
subordinate  capacity.  The  one  is  the  ^ork  of  the 
creator,  the  other  of  the  creature. — The  constitu- 
tion fixes  limits  to  the  exercise  of  legislative  autho- 
rity.and  prescribes  the  orbit  in  which  it  must  move. 
In  short,  gentlemen,  the  constitution  is  the  sun  of 
the  political  system,  around  which  all  legislative, 
executive  and  judicial  bodies  must  revolve.  What- 
ever may  be  the  case  in  other  countries,  yet,  in 
this,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  every  act  of  the 
legislature  repugnant  to  the  constitution,  is  abso- 
lutely void,”  See  also,  upon  the  same  principle, 
the  cases  of  Marbury  vs.  Madison,  I Cranch  137; 
and  Fletcher  vs.  Peck,  ib.  87;  state  of  New  Jersey 
vs.  Wilson,  7 Cranch  164;  Sturges  vs.  Crownin- 
shield,  4 Wheaton  122;  Dartmouth  college  vs. 
Woodward,  i6i</518. 


' The  reports  of  decisions  of  our  own  court  of  ap- 
peals furnish  many  decisions  in  which  that  court 
has  disregarded  acts  of  the  legislature,  because 
they  were,  in  the  judgment  of  that  court,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution. 

It  was  not  until  the  year  1801,  that  the  decisions 
of  our  court  of  appeals,  except  in  land  cases,  were 
published.  In  that  year,  and  in  the  64th  page  of 
the  printed  decisions,  in  the  case  of  Stiger  vs.  Ro- 
gers  for  the  commonwealth,  that  court  decided  a 
law,  giving  a summary  remedy  and  damages  against 
a man  for  detaining  public  property,  unconstitu- 
tional, and  refused  to  act  under  it.  And  in  the 
next  case  in  the  «ame  book,  Erderman  vs  Ashby,  & 
law,  giving  a summary  trial  and  damages  agai^^st  a 
person  who  dealt  with  a slave  without  the  consent 
of  the  owner,  was  held  void,  as  it  deprived  the  ac- 
cused of  trial  by  jury.  In  1802,  and  page  150  ot 
the  same  book,  in  the  case  of  Caldwell  vs.  the  com- 
monwealth, so  much  of  a law  as  gave  damages 
against  Caldwell,  for  detaining  money  which  he  had 
received  as  clerk  to  a board  of  commissioners  for 
granting  head  right  claims  to  land,  was,  in  like  man- 
ner, h-^Td  to  be  unconstitution«l  and  void. 

Shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  law  which  autho- 
rized the  issuing  executions  against  securities  in 
injunction  bonds,  appeal  bonds,  &c.  in  case  of  a de- 
cision against  the  principal  without  any  suit  against 
the  security,  the  constitutionality  of  that  law  was 
questioned,  and  the  court  of  appeals  held,  that  it 
was  a violation  of  the  rights  secured  to  the  citizens 
by  that  instrument;  and  tliose  provisions  have  re- 
mained dead  letters  on  our  statute  hook  ever  since. 

In  the  case  of  Morgan  against  the  register  of  the 
land  office,  (Hardin  609),  decided  in  the  year  1 808» 
when  that  court  was  composed  of  judges  Edwards, 
Trimble,  Wallace  and  Bibb,  on  a question  whether 
the  covrt  would  award  a mandamus  to  the  register, 
the  following  opinions  are  expressed: 

“Ours  is  a government  organized  by  assigning  to 
the  different  departments  their  respective  limits. 
That  each  department  shall  be  confined  within 
those  limits,  is  essential  to  the  nature  and  existence 
of  the  government.  That  the  constitution  is  su- 
preme and  controls  and  binds  down  every  depart- 
ment, is  one  of  those  plain  propositions,  no  longer 
contested  among  those  who  regard  the  principles 
upon  which  written  constitutions  are  constructed, 

‘*By  the  same  rule,  therefore,  by  which  the  le- 
gislature would  be  restrained  from  giving  to  this 
court  a jurisdiction  not  warranted  by  the  constitu- 
tion, this  court  must  feel  restricted  in  the  exercise 
of  such  jurisdiction. 

*‘If  the  issuing  the  mandamus  is  an  original,  and 
not  an  appellate  jurisdiction,  this  court  has  not  the 
right  to  issue  it,  and  the  legislature  cannot  give  it, 
they  being  equally  bound  by  the  constitution,  as 
the  fundamental  and  paramount  law,  controlling 
every  legislative  act  which  is  repugnant  to  it.” 

Ip  the  year  1815,  in  the  case  of  White,  kc.  vs, 
M’Bride,  the  sheriff  of  Mercer  county,  (4  Bibb,  61), 
the  opinion  of  that  court,  delivered  by  judge  Ows- 
ley, held  the  law  which  authorized  the  imposing 
fines  by  a court  martial  on  the  Shakers,  for  not  at- 
tending ordinary  musters,  unconstitutional  and 
void,  as  the  religious  tenets  of  that  society  forbid 
them  bearing  arms;  and  the  property  seized  by  the 
sheriff  for  snch  fines  was  restored. 

In  the  year  1818,  the  same  court,  in  the  case  of 
Carson  lys.  the  commonwealth,  (1  Marsh,  250),  held 
that  so  much  of  the  law  which  authorized  the 
county  court,  without  the  intervention  of  a jury, 
to  hear  and  decide  the  charges  against  those  who. 
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failed  to  give  in  a list  of  their  taxable  pr  ,perty, 
Was  uncoiisiitutional,  and  the  cause  was  remanded 
for  trial  by  jury. 

In  the  year  1819,  the  case  of  Banks  va.  Oden,  (1 
Jlarsh.  551),  in  an  opinion  delivered  by  judge  Row- 
an, the  and  duty  of  the  judiciary  to  disregard 
an  act  of  tne  legislature,  within  the  prohibition  of 
the  constitution,  is  expressly  asserted  by  that  court. 
The  same  doctrine  is  maintained  and  discussed 
more  at  large,  by  the  same  judge,  in  an  opitiion  de- 
livered by  him  in  the  case  of  the  commonwealth  rs. 
Morrison  and  others,  (2  Marsh.  99.) 

A still  latter  decision,  in  the  case  of  Ely  vs. 
Thompson,  Stc.  declares  unconstitutional  the  law 
which  authorized  a summary  trial  and  punishment, 
by  a justice  of  the  peace,  of  a free  person  of  color, 
fur  an  assault  committed  on  a white  person;  and 
the  justice  and  constable,  who  acted  under  th.e 
law,  were  held  liable  to  an  action  of  trespass. 

These  form  a portion  of  the  causes  which  have 
come  before  the  court  of  appeals,  involving  the 
constitutionality  of  law’s  passed  by  the  legislature; 
from  which  it  is  clear,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
changes  that  time  has  made  in  the  members  of  the 
court,  it  has  always  been  iield  the  bounden  duty 
of  the  judges  to  decide  wneiher  a law  was  or  was 
not  consti;utional,  whenever  the  rights  of  the  liti- 
gants presented  the  question;  and  that  it  has  al- 
ways been  held,  that  the  constitution  was  supreme, 
and  the  judges  bound  by  their  oaths  to  enforce  it, 
and  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  citizen  against  laws 
passed  m con'.raventicn  of  us  provisions.  Lament- 
able indeed  would  have  been  the  situation  of  the 
citizen,  in  many  of  these  cases,  if  the  judges  had 
felt  themselves  bound  to  enforce  the  laws,  until 
the  legislature  should  have  thought  proper  lo  re- 
peal them. 


If  further  illustrations  of  the  general  and  receiv- 
ed opinions  of  our  public  men,  upon  this  question, 
were  wanting,  1 might  refer  to  many  decisions  of 
inferior  tribunals,  in  <fccordance  with  the  view  I 
have  taken;  I might,  in  particular,  mention  the  de- 
cisions of  many  justices  of  the  peace,  and  of  our 
circuit  courts,  that  the  first  law  increasing  the  ju- 
risdiction of  justices  of  the  peace  from  five  pounds 
to  fifty  dollars,  was  unconstitutional,  because  it 
deprived  the  party  of  trial  by  jury;  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  these  decisions,  the  law  was  amended 
so  as  to  provide  for  a jury  trial  before  a justice  oi 
the  peace. 


I might  also  refer  to  the  proceedings  of  the  « 
neral  assembly,  at  their  last  session,  agaiost  judi 
Mills.  One  of  the  charges  against  him  was,  in  su 
stance,  that  he  had  refused  to  pe.rmit  the  conns 
.or  the  person  tried  for  wearing  concealed  arm 
to  argue  before  the  jury,  t.Oat  the  law  prohibitii 
the  wearing  concealed  arms  was  unconstitutiom 
and  therefore  void,  although  the  judge  uad  bee 
m the  progress  of  the  iriai.  called  upon  for  his  or 
nion,  and  had  determined  ihat  tlie  law  was  co 
sistent  with  the  constitution.  But  least  1 weary  yoi 
patience,  let  these  references  suffice. 

After  this  tram  of  decisions,  and  many  othe 
which  might  be  referred  to,  I was  not  preoared 
expect,  that  I should  be  arraigned  before  the  repr 
seniatives  of  my  country,  on  a cfi-arge  of  having  tr 
veiled  beyond  my  official  duty,  when  I was  expre 
sing  the  solemn  and  conscienticus  convictions  > 
my  bpt  judgine.nt,  on  a matter  of  private  riffht  d 
pending  before  me  in  a regular  judicial  proceedim 
one  m relation  to  which  I had  taken  time  to  del 
berate,  from  the  preceding  term,  and  one  in  whic 
I was  pressed  for  a decision. 


It  is  true  I was  informed,  tha-  the  same  q estion 
was  depending  in  the  court  of  appeals,  and  ihat  a 
decision  was  expected;  but  it  is  well  known,  that 
when  new  questions  are  argued  in  that  court,  the 
causes  gooff  on  other  points,  and  the  questions  arc 
left  open  for  further  investigation.  To  I'.uve  held 
up  an  opinion,  deliberately  formed  in  a c-use  de- 
pending before  me,  and  to  have  left  for  another  tri- 
bunal the  responsibility  of  meeting  the  question, 
would  liave  been  not  only  a dereliction  of  fficial 
duty,  but,  in  this  particular  case,  a delay,  if  not  a 
denial  of  justice;  and  I have  now  reason  to  believe 
that  I was  niis-informed  as  to  the  probability  of  a 
decision  of  that  question  by  the  court  of  appeals^ 
for  I have  not  been  able  to  learn,  since  I came  to 
this  place,  of  any  case  in  that  court,  which  presents 
the  same  questions  decided  by  me,  which  have 
given  rise  to  this  proceeding. 

Let  it  be  recollected,,  that  lam  the  judge  of  a 
subordinate  court  only;  that  my  decision  is  subject 
to  revision  by  the  appellate  court,  and  that  an  ap- 
peal  has  been  entered,  and  the  cause  now  in  pro- 
gress for  the  decision  of  that  court.  C m it  be  uro- 
per,  does  it  comport  with  the  constitution  of  our 
state,  that  the  general  assembly  should  take  up  a 
question  depending  before  the  appellate  court  be- 
tween two  citizens,  in  a matter  of  private  right,  and 
by  a prosecution  against  the  judge  who  rendered 
the  decision,  because  that  decision  was  in  favor  of 
one  of  the  parties,  throw  the  whole  weight  of  their 
influence  and  power  in  the  scaie  of  the  oiheri’  It 
cannot  be  di.sguised,  that  a direct  resolution,  in- 
structing  the  court  of  appeals  to  reverse  the  deci- 
sion, would  not  be  better  understood. 

I may  here  ask  why  it  is,  if,  since  tlie  organization 
of  our  government,  few  years  have  elapsed  uitliout 
some  of  the  laws  passed  by  the  legislature  being 
decland  unconstitutional,  no  instance  is  to  be  found 
in  which  the  general  assembly  have  been  asked  by 
any  member  to  exercise  this  power  of  removing  a 
judge  from  office,  for  their  judicial  encroachment, 
as  it  is  now  termed.^  ;i:*ve  our  statesmen,  hereto- 
fore, been  less  vigilam,  less  wise,  and  less  devoted 
to  the  inieres’s  of  our  c untry,  than  those  of  the 
present  dayi*  Sii.all  those  men  who  assisted  in  form- 
ing our  constitutions,  those  whom  we  have  hereto- 
fore boasted  of  as  the  [n-idr  of  our  state,  and  pat- 
terns for  emulation,  be  cast  in  the  shade  by  the 
doctrines  advanced  on  this  occasion.^ 

If  I am  told  th;it  I have  touched  on  a favorite 
branch  of  the  law,  wiih  Hie  general  assenibiy,  and 
t..ai.  they  .i.iOCij  \j'^  careful  of  i*s  preservation  a"d 
make  an  example  of  the  first  Judge  wiio  dar^l  'io 
dilier  frotp.  them  in  opinion,  I reply,  that  other 
judges  liave  us.d  parrs  of  this  system  of  laws  be- 
tore  them,  before  tney  Came  before  me,  and  have 
field  them  unconstitutional.  At  the  March  term 
of  the  Hardin  circuit  court,  in  the  year  1821,  judn-n 
Booker  decided  the  laws  wiiich  authorized  the  sale 
of  property  on  a credit  unconstitutional  and, void  in 
two  c.ises.  m one  of  which  .James  Hodgins  \vas 
plaintiff,  and  Small  and  alias  defendants;  in  the 
Miller  are  plaintiffs  and  Schlater 
and  Liiman  are  defendants.  Judge  Oldham  gav- 
a similar  opinion,  in  the  Jefferson  circuit  court,  at 
the  -■^pril  term,  1821,  in  which  Barbour  was  plain- 
tiff and  Hansford  and  Barnet  were  defendants.  And 
m the  same  year,  judge  Broadnax  gave  a similar 
decision,  m the  Union  circuit  court,  in  a case  in 
which  Casey  and  others  were  plaintiffs  and  iMeors 
was  defendanr. 

branch  of  the  same  system  of  laws,  but  upon  a dif:. 

brought  before  me 

m the  cas.  which  I decided.  These  decisions  w ere 
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publicly  given,  have  been  generally  known,  and  the 
records  containing  them,  seen  by  many.  I cannot, 
theretore,  persuade  myself  that  I am  to  be  made 
the  first  victim,  for  pursuing  doctrines  so  long  in 
Vise,  so  matured  by  experience,  and  so  entirely  in- 
corporated in  our  constitutions  and  in  the  political 
and  judicial  histories  of  our  country. 

I will  not  detain  you  by  descanting  upon  the  hap- 
py results  of  the  doctrines  contended  for,  as  evinced 
in  many  cases  which  have  arisen  under  our  govern- 
ment in  the  progress  of  time,  nor  on  the  conse- 
quences that  are  to  be  apprehended  from  enfee- 
bling the  judicial  department  of  the  government. 
If  for  u dilfcrence  of  opinion  between  the  general 
assembly  and  the  judges,  where  their  motives  can- 
not  be  impeached,  they  are  to  be  removed  from 
oflice,  is  it  not  to  be  apprehended  that  they  will,  in 
future  times,  become  the  subservient  creatures  of 
the  predominant  party  in  the  general  assembly,  and 
their  decisions  upon  coiistilulional  law  become  as 
fluctuating  and  changeable  as  the  varying  temper 
of  the  tiinesf 

Conscious  that,  in  the  decision  I have  rendered,! 
have  done  nothing  but  my  duty,  whether  the  con- 
clusion 1 have  come  Ko  be  right  or  wrong;  and  rest- 
ing on  the  integrity  of  my  motives,  which  have  not 
been  impeached  by  my  accusers,  I commit  my  case 
to  the  intelligence  and  iniegrity  of  the  representa- 
tives of  my  country,  without  troubling  them  fur- 
ther on  the  subject. 

I request  that  this  may  be  considered  my  response 
to  the  report  and  resolution  of  the  committee,  and 
shall  trouble  them  with  no  further  defence. 

JAMES  CLARK. 

Frankfort,  May  27lh,  1822. 

Court  of  Kind’s  Benchy  IFesiminster,  April  27. 

FBEXMAN  vs.  THE  EAST  INDIA  COMPANY. 

The  solicitor  general  moved  fur  a rule  to  show 
cause  why  the  verdict  in  this  case  should  not  be 
set  aside  and  a new  trial  granted.  He  stated  that 
it  was  an  action  of  trover  tried  before  the  lord  chief 
justice,  at  Guildhall,  to  recover  the  value  of  a 
quantity  of  indigo,  now  lying  in  the  warehouses  of 
the  East  India  Company.  The  indigo  in  question 
was  pari  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Cerberus,  bound 
from  Calcutta  to  England,  which  was  wrecked  off 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope — but  from  which  the 
indigo,  witli  other  goods,  w&s  saved  by  the  exer- 
tions of  the  master  and  mariners.  The  captain, 
acting  bona  fide  for  the  benefit  of  the  owners,  caus- 
ed all  the  property  saved  to  be  surveyed  and  put 
up  to  public  auction,  were  the  indigo  was  psr- 
chased  at  the  market  price  of  the  commodity  in 
London.  It  appeared  that  the  wrappers  were  wet, 
but  none  of  them  were  taken  oft*  to  ascertain  w'he- 
thpr  the  indigo  had  received  injury.  Before  the  ar- 
rival of  the  goods  in  England,  the  price  had  risen, 
as  fairly  speculated  on  by  purchasers;  and  in  con- 
sequence of  this  rise  the  ownersof  the  vessel  sought, 
in  this  action  to  maintain  that  the  captain  had  no 
authority  to  sell,  and  that  therefore  the  purchasers 
had  no  right  to  retain.  The  lord  chiefjustice  was 
strongly  of  this  opinion,  and  the  jury  confirmed  it 
by  their  verdict. 

The  solicitor  general  now  contended  that  the 
captain  had  a right  to  sell,  and  that  the  sale  was 
therefore,  valid.  In  general,  indeed,  a captain  was, 
a mere  carrier,  but  under  some  circumstances  he 
was  compelled  to  assume  the  character  of  supv.rcar- 
go  and  agent.  It  might  be  necessary  for  the  inte- 
rests of  the  owner,  or,  where  the  cargo  was  insured, 
of  the  underwriters,  that  the  captain  should  Jj^ave 


this  discretionary  power  in  cases  of  wreck.  There 
was  no  difference  in  principle  between  this  case 
and  that  where  goods  were  damaged,  or  where 
tiny  were  of  a perishable  nature;  and  it  would  be 
absurd  to  contend  that  where  some  small  portion, 
as  a single  package,  for  example,  was  uninjured, 
the  captain  was  bound  to  transmit  it  to  his  owners. 
At  all  events,  here  was  a sale  in  market  overt, 
which  transferee!  the  property,  even  if  the  captain 
had  no  right  to  sell  it;  for  it  would  be  most  preju- 
dicial to  the  interests  of  commerce  if  a purchaser, 
buying  goods  at  the  public  custom  house  from  one 
who  had  all  the  appearance  of  a general  authority 
to  sell,  should  be  liable  to  have  his  bargain  wrest- 
ed from  him,  because,  in  oftVring  to  sale  one  par- 
ticular  lot,  the  captain  had  exceeded  his  powders. 

The  court,  however,  were  unanimously  of  opini- 
on that  the  direction  of  the  lord  chief  justice  was 
right.  A captain  might  hypothecate  the  ship  and 
cargo,  but  beyond  this  he  could  not  proceed  unless 
there  was  an  absolute  necessity  for  sale.  Incases 
where  the  goods  were  perishable,  or  where  the  ma- 
terials of  a vessel  wrecked  were  alone  saved,  or 
where  it  was  a sale  of  part  of  the  cago  which  was 
necessary  for  the  purposes  ofthe  voyage,  the  charac- 
ter of  agent  was  forced  upon  him,  and  be  might  un- 
questionably sell.  But  here  the  voyage  was  ended 
by  the  wreck,  the  goods  were  not  perishable, ; nd 
might  and  ought  to  have  been  transshipped  to  Eng- 
land. A sale  in  market  overt,  would  indeed  change 
the  property,  but  with  this  one  important  excep- 
tion— that  it  would  be  of  no  effect  if  the  purchaser 
was  acquainted  with  the  infirmity  of  the  contract* 
The  rule  was,  therefore,  refused. 


Imprisonment  for  debt 

ABOLISHED  IN  KENTUCKY. 

An  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt  and  subject 
equitable  interests  to  execution. 
[approved  dec.  17,  1821.] 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  general  assembly  of 
the  common-wealth  of  Kentucky,  That  all  laws  which 
authorize  a capias  ad  satisfaciendum  to  be  issued 
against  the  body  or  bodies  of  any  debtor  or  debt- 
ors, shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  Hereafter  no  person  or  persons  shall  -be 
arrested  upon  any  original  or  mesne  process,  or  re- 
quired to  give  bail,  unless  upon  an  affidavit  being 
filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  or  justice  of  the 
peace  from  which  such  process  is  to  be  issued, 
stating  that  the  plaintiff'  Or  plaintiffs  verily  be- 
lieves, that  the  person  or  persons  against  whom 
such  process  is  about  to  issue,  will  leave  this 
commonwealth,  or  move  his  properly  out  of  the 
same,  before  judgment,  or  otherwise  abscond,  so 
that  the  process  of  the  court,  after  judgment,  can- 
not be  executed;  and,  upon  such  affidavit  being  filed, 
the  clerk  shall  endorse  that  bail  is  required,  and  in 
what  sura. 

Sec.  3.  From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
any  person  or  persons  who  may  have  been  commit- 
ted to  close  jail,  or  to  the  bounds,  upon  order  re- 
quiring bail,  or  upon  any  capias  ad  satisfaciendum, 
may,  upon  giving  reasonable  notice  of  such  appli- 
cation to  the  person  or  persons  at  whose  suit  he  or 
they  may  have  been  committed,  or  to  his,  her,  or 
their  agent  or  attorney  in  fact  or  at  law,  if  any 
such  be  in  the  county,  if  not,  upon  filing  notice  in 
like  manner  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court 
whence  such  process  issued,  apply  to  ajustice  of 
the  peace  for  his  discharge,  and  upon  such  justice  be- 
ing satisfied,  that  the  persan  or  persons  so  applyings 
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tice  shall  issue  sn  order  to  the  jailor,  to  discharge 
such  person  or  persons  from  custody;  and  upon  such 
peron  or  persons  being-  discharged  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs,  or  per- 
son or  persons  beneficially  interested  in  said  de 
mand,  in  the  execution  of  which  the  person  or  per- 
sons so  discharged,  may  have  been  in  custody,  may 
have  a new  execution  against  the  property  of  such 
person  or  persons  so  discharged,  without  suing  out 
a scire  facias  to  revive  his  judgment. 

Sec.  4.  When  any  person  or  persons  arrested 
under  an  order  requiring  bail,  or  a writ  ofrie  exeal, 
shall  desire  to  be  discharged  from  custody,  by 
taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  acts  for  the  be- 
nifit  of  insolvent  debtors,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such 
person  or  persons  upon  giving  reasonable  notice  to 
the  party  at  whose  suit  he  or  they  were  arrested, 
his  agent  or  attorney,  if  in  the  county,  if  not,  upon 
filing  such  notice  in  the  office  from  which  was 
issued  the  process  by  virtue  of  which  he  or  they 
may  be  in  custody,  of  the  time  and  place  of  such 
application,  to  apply  to  a justice  of  the  peace  for 
his  or  their  discharge;  and  upon  rendering  a sche- 
dule of  his  or  their  property,  and  taking  the  oath 
aforesaid,  the  justice  of  the  peace  shall  issue  an 
order  to  the  officer  in  whose  custody  such  person 
or  persons  may  be,  to  discharge  him  or  them;  and 
the  property  contained  in  such  schedule,  shall  be 
vested  and  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner,  and 
the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  thereon  as  are 
now  authorized  in  the  case  of  insolvent  debtors. 

Sec.  5.  When  any  estate,  real,  personal  or  mixed, 
is  held  or  covered  by  mortg-age,  deed  of  trust,  or 
other  incumbrance,  all  the  right,  title  and  interest 
which  the  mortgagor  or  grantor  has  in  said  estate, 
shall  be  subject  to  execution  and  sale,  in  the  same 
manner  as  estate  of  the  like  kind  now  is,  when  the 
owner  thereof  has  a legal  title  to  the  same;  and  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  shall  take  said  estate 
subject  to  the  bona  fide  lien  or  claim  which  the 
mortgagee,  cesUii  qve  nse,  or  other  claimant  may 
have  upon  said  estate;  and  the  sheriff  or  other 
officer  making  sale  thereof,  shall  convey  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof,  all  the  right,  title 
and  interest  which  the  defendant  or  defendants  in 
the  execution  may  have  to  the  same:  Provided^ 
however^  that  when  any  mortgaged  or  trust  estate 
as  aforesaid,  in  lands  or  tenements,  shall  be  sold 
under  execution,  the  mortgagor,  grantor  of  the 
trust,  or  trustee,  cestui  que  trusty  or  other  person 
to  whom  a beneficial  interest  may  have  been  re- 
served ^ut  of  such  estate,  may  redeem  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  the  same  at  any  time  within  two 
years  from  and  after  such  sale,  by  paying  to  the 
purchaser  or  purchasers  of  such  estate  or  any  part 
thereof,  his,  her  or  their  purchase  mo«ey  and  inte- 
rest, in  money  equivalent  in  value  to  that  for  which 
the  property  sold  for  at  the  day  of  sale:  And  pro- 
videdy  that  when  the  estate  sold  as  aforesaid  is 
personal  and  movable,  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
of  such  personal  property  shall  give  bond  with 
good  and  sufficient  security,  to  be  approved  of  by 
the  officer  making  the  sale,  in  the  full  amount  of 
the  value  of  the  property  sold,  conditioned  not  to 
remove  said  property  or  any  part  thereof  out  of  the 
state,  nor  otherwise  dispose  of  the  same.  Until  he, 
she  or  they  shall  pay  off' the  mortgage,  satisfy  the 
trust,  or  discharge  any  other  incumbrance  to  which 
said  property  was  liable  and  subject  at  the  time  of! 
the  sale.  Said  bond  shall  be  made  payable  to  the  I 
commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  and  shall  be  returned 
to  the  office  from  which  the  executionyfesued  by ! 
virtue  of  which  the  property  was  sold;  and  upon  | 
the  condition  of  said  bond  being  broken,  the  party  ' 
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injured  by  such  breach  may  sue  for  the  same,  in 
the  like  manner  as  suits  are  authorized  to  be  main- 
tained upon  other  public  bonds  or  officers’  bonds; 
and  the  said  bond  may  be  sued  upon  as  often  as 
the  condition  thereof  shall  be  broken. 

I Sec.  6.  Whenever  an  execution  of  fieri  facias, 

; founded  upon  any  judgment  or  decree,  or  libon 
I any  bond  having  the  force  of  a judgment,  sliall 
issue  to  the  proper  officer,  and  be  returned  as  to 
the  whole  or  any  part  thereof,  in  substance,  that 
the  defendant  hath  no  effects  in  his  bailiwick  to 
satisfy  the  same,  the  proper  court  or  courts  of 
chancery  shall  have  jurisdiction  on  bill  filed  to 
subject  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  judgment,  de- 
cree or  bond,  any  choses  in  action  belonging  to  the 
debtor,  and  also  any  equitable  or  legal  intr-rest  ia 
any  estate,  real,  personal  or  mixed,  which  the 
debtor  may  be  entitled  to,  and  to  that  end  may 
bring  other  parties  before  the  court,  and  make  such 
decree  as  may  be  equitable,  under  the  jurisdiction 
hereby  conferred:  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  those 
articles  in  possession  of  a defendant  which  are 
exemptetl  by  law  from  execution. 

Sec.  7.  If  the  defendant  or  defendants,  mortgagee, 
trustee,  cestui  que  trust,  or  other  person  to  whom  a 
beneficial  interest  may  have  been  reserved  out  of 
said  estate,  should  not  redeem  the  said  estate  so 
sold,  within  two  years,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  fifth  section  of  this  act,  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  court  from  which  the  execution,  de- 
cree  or  order  of  sale  issued,  under  which  the  sale 
was  made,  upon  motion,  of  which  ten  days*  notice  in 
writing  shall  be  given  to  the  original  debtor  and  the 
person  who  may  be  in  possession  of  said  estate,  to 
award  a writ  of  habere  facias,  if  the  court  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  estate  has  not  been  redeemed, 
and  that  the  estate  is  not  possessed  by  any  person 
having  a right  in  law  and  equity  to  the  same. 

Sec.  8.  If  the  person  or  persons  authorized  by 
the  fifth  section  of  this  act  shall  not  within  two 
years  redeem  said  estate,  so  sold,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  said  fifth  section  of  this  act,  that  then 
and  in  that  case,  he,  she  or  they,  shall  be  liable  to 
the  purchaser  for  all  damages  he,  she  or  they  may 
have  committed,  after  said  sale,  on  the  premises. 


Debate  on  Manufactures. 

ri»  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES— -JAW.  29,  1823. 

The  bill  “for  the  more  effectual  protection  of  man- 
ufactures” being  under  consideration  in  commit- 
tee of  the  whole;  and  JMr.  Cambreteng  having, 
as  heretofore  noticed,  questioned  the  accuracy 
of  the  comparative  statement  of  the  present  and 
proposed  duties,  submitted  by  Mr.  Ton — 

Mr.  Tod,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed,  that  he  was 
not  disposed  to  take  the  advice  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cambreleng,)  and  withdraw 
the  bill  for  the  reasons  given:  that  the  proceeding 
was  a novel  one,  and  this  call  for  information  by 
the  gentleman,  not  because  he  wanted  it  him- 
self,—but,  because  he  thought  he  could  give 
it  to  others, — that  there  could  be  no  getting  on 
with  business,  if  such  reason  was  sufficient  to  stop 
its  progress.  It  may  every  day  happen,  that  a gen- 
tleman, not  a member  of  a committee,  introducing 
a bill,  may  know  more  of  a subject  than  the  com- 
mittee themselves;  and  as  po.ssible  it  may  be  for  a 
gentleman  to  suppose  himself  capable  of  setting 
right  the  ignorance  of  others,  in  a matter  known 
as  well  to  them  as  to  himself.  Mr.  T.  said,  that 
the  duties  proposed  on  the  coarse  goods  pointed 
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out  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cam- 
breleng,)  were  sunposed  by  the  corumittee  to 
amount  to  a prohibition,  and  so  intended.  Mr.  T. 
said,  that  on  the  part  of  the  committee  of  manu 
factures,  he  would  attempt  a brief  exposition  of 
the  reasons  which  weighed  with  them  in  proposing 
an  increase  of  duties  on  sorrie  foreign  an  ides.- 
it  was  not  solely  nor  chiefly  for  th.e  benefit  of  the 
manufacturer,  tiiat  they  wished  to  give  an  efUcit  nv 
preference  to  domestic  industry,  at  least  as  far  as 
respects  articles  of  common  indispensable  use,  the 
materials  of  which  are  the  product  of  our  own 
soil.  He  would  not  say  that  all  parts  of  the  couo'- 
try  were  equally  interested,  but  he  believed  that 
.while  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  of  vital  im- 
portance to  some  great  sections  of  t!ie  country, 
they  could  never  be  injurious  to  the  interest  of 
any  par 

VVe  posses.s,  said  Mr.  T.  the  materials  inexhaust- 
ible, of  iron,  lead,  glass,  and  the  abnost  unlindted 
means  of  producing  wool,  hemp,  flax  and  cotton, 
and  surplus  provisions  to  feed  workmen  enough  to 
supply  manufactures  for  a whole  continent.  Yet, 
disi  egarding  all  these  advantages,  we  have  paid, 
or  must  pay,  to  foreign  nations,  for  the  last  two 
years,  taking  both  together,  one  probably  being  a 
year  of  importation  about  as  far  above,  as  the  other 
has  been  below,  the  common  average — 

' For  \vo>  lien  manufactures  3^^*044.014 

Cotion  do.  ^ 14,716’613 

Linen  do.  6,084,954 

Hemp,  and  manufactures  of  it  3,892,262 
iron,  and  manufactures  of  iron  8,259,698 
Lead,  and  manufactures  of  lead  1,102,341 
Glass  and  earthenware  2,354,069 

355,453,951 

Average  for  one  year  32/»726,975 
Exceeding,  by  above  eight  millions  of  dollars,  the 
yearly  expenses  of  government  and  the  interest  of 
the  national  debt— and  which  sum  is  exclusive  of 
all  re-eXportations,  This  enormous  tribute,  said 
Mr.  T.  we  ps'y  for  articles  that  w'e  might  have  at 
home  without  any  cost  to  the  nation — articles,  to 
the  composition  of  which,  a portion  of  the  cottons 
exc.epted,  nut  one  shred  nor  particle  goes  from  our 
country,  fabricated  by  workmen  who  are  not  per- 
muted to  eat,  drink  or  wear,  any  produce  of  our 
soil.  And  we,  robbed  of  our  money  by  foreign 
industry,  contending  with  all  the  mischiefs  of  a 
diminishing  and  beggarly  supply  of  the  circulating 
medium  of  commerce,  some  of  our  people  even 
petitioning  against  the  grievance  of  paying  post- 
age on  letters,  and  struggling  with  all  the  evils  of 
debt  and  dependence,  m order  to  give  wealth  and 
power  to  foreign  governments,  profit  a-  d employ- 
ment to  foreign  manufacturers,  and  to  supply  a 
market  to  foreign  farmers  for  their  provisions, 
while  one  half  of  our  own  are  absolutely  worthless, 
and  perishing  on  our  hands  for  want  of  consumers. 
The  immensity  of  amount  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
requisite  to  sustain  the  workmen,  with  their  fami- 
lies, employed  to  fabricate  the  foreign  goods  which 
\re  consume,  it  would  be  superfluous  to  attempt  to 
calculate.  But  the  inevitable  distress  and  ruin 
consequent  upon  a system  like  ours,  and  falling 
upon  those  sections  of  the  couniry,  whose  only  sur- 
plus production  worth  mentioning,  is  grain,  and 
whose  only  means  of  paying  for  foreign  manufac- 
tures is  W’ith  grain  and  its  immediate  products,  may- 
be made  evident;  as  may,  also,  the  necessity  of  ap- 
plying some  considerable  part  of*  the  surplus  pro- 
ductions of  our  soil  to  the  only  profitable  use  they 
can  be  applied  to;  that  is,  the  support  of  the  home 


manufacturer.  It  maybe  as'-uired  that  >he  case  men- 
tioned is  the  c'»se  of  one  half  of  the  Union*  whose  on- 
ly surplus  production  r'f  '.he  soil,  worth  naming,  is 
grain.  AVhetlier  this  e.stimiile  of  one  half,  exceeds 
or  falls  short  of  the  fact,  cannot  be  n atenal  to 
the  validity  of  the  inference  'I’her,  from  the  great 
extent  and  fertility  of  lands  brongl  t under  cultiva- 
tion since  the  year  179u,  taking  into  view  the  great 
improvement  in  mills,  roads,  canals,  and  in  the 
science  and  practice  cf  agriculture;  taking  also  into 
view  the  acquisition  since,  of  the  extensive  and 
fertile  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi,  we  may 
safely  calculate  'hat  the  capacity  of  our  country 
for  producing  grain,  if  not  th.e  actual  produce  it- 
self, is  more  ttian  qiiadrui  \ed  during  the  last  .32 
years.  Probably,  to  state  the  increase  at  six-fold, 
would  be  nearer  the  f'ct-  Yet,  in  the  year  1790, 
before  the  general  war  in  Europe,  we  exported,  in 
wheat,  rye,  and  corrj,  and  flour,  and  corn  meal,  re- 
ducing what  went  in  bushels  to  barrels,  at  the  usual 
rale  of  five'to  one,  1,280,323  barrels.  'Phis  account, 
as  to  part  of  the  items,  includes,  to  be  sure,  the 
exports  for  about  a month  beyond  the  year;  but 
that  is  unessential;  the  exportations  of  1790  were 
not  beyond  the  common  average  of  the  times,  nor 
nearly  equal.  Taking  the  average  of  five  years, 
from  1790  to  1794,  both  inclusive,  we  exported  the 
yearly  quantity  of  1,421,325  barrels.  Yet,  in  the 
present  time,  with  all  our  immense  increase  of 
means  and  extension  of  territory,  we  have  export- 
ed, in  grain  and  flour,  in  the  year  1822,  1,098,768 
barrels  only;  and,  in  the  year  1821,  1,360,453  bar- 
rels of  beef  and  pork;  the  exports  for  1790,  were 
89,006  barrels,  and  the  average  for  five  years  from 
1790  to  1794,  was  132,894  barrels  a year.  The 
same  articles,  in  1822,  166,962  barrels;  and,  in 
1821,133,534  barrels.  If,  said  Mr.  T.  foreign  na- 
tions would  consent  to  take  our  |flour  and  provisions 
in  pay,  or  part  pay,  for  their  wares,  the  consequen- 
ces of  our  present  system  might  not  be  so  intoler- 
able; yet,  when  they  persist  in  rejecting  every 
thing  of  the  kind  from  us,  that  equal  protection 
which  is  due  from  the  government  to  every  class  of 
citizens,  prescribes  the  necessity  of  providing  them 
with  the  means  of  procuring  the  manufactured  ne- 
cessaries of  life  in  exchange  for  the  only  articles 
they  have  to  sell. 

As  to  the  particular  duties,  he  said,  imposed  on 
foreign  manufactirtres  by  this  bill,  the  first  para- 
graph adds  five  per  cent  to  tlie  existing  duties  on 
woollen  goods,  with  a minimum  price  of  eighty 
cents  per  square  yard;  yet  excepting  from  the  op- 
eration of  ihe  minimum,  those  most  common  neces- 
sary articles  of  blankets,  flannels,  worsted  and 
stuff  goods.  Whatever  other  objection  may  be 
made  to  this  item,  there  will  prob.ably  be  none  on 
the  score  of  inequality;  for  vi'ool  is,  or  may  easily 
be  the  producl;ion  of  every  part  of  the  country. — 
The  manufactures  of  it  are  used  in  every  part. — 
No  one  will  say,  that  our  country  is  incompetent  to 
supply  itself  with  every  description  of  this  neces- 
sary  article,  even  if  the  duty  were  prohibitory,  in- 
stead of  a trifling  addition. 

The  duties  on  cottons  are  left  by  the  bill  as  they 
stand  by  the  existing  laws,  except  a minimum  price 
of  35  cents  per  square  yard  on  checked  and  strip- 
ed cloths.  The  chief  motive  for  this,  is  to  stop  a 
pernicious  fraud  now  perpetrated  upon  us  by  fo- 
reign manufacturers,  counterfeiting  our  cottons, 
and  palming  upon  us,  under  the  guise  of  American, 
a most  vile  fabric,  thereby  discrediting  our  facto- 
ries and  cheating  cur  people.  The  duty  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  imposed  by  the  bill  on  rnanufactures 
of  silk,  flax  and  hemp,  is  the  very  same  that  is 
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recoiTiiTiended  by  tl)e  secretary  of  the  treasury,  f.:r! 
the  purpose  of  reveiuic;  with  the  addition,  as  to 
hernpen  and  linen  cloths,  of  25  cents  per  square 
yard,  similar  to  that  on  colloos,  Leghorn  and  silk 
hats  are  placed  at  forty  per  centum,  bein^  an  addi-  j 
tiOii  of  one  third  to  the  present  rate  of  duty,  with  a| 
minimum  price  of  one  dollar  eacli,  for  obvious  rea- 
sons. They  are  chicHy  articles  of  mere  fashion. — 
We  imported  during  the  last  year,  hats,  caps  and 
bonnets,  to  itiC  amount  of  more  than  seven  hundred 
thousL'nd  dollars.  Above  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  these  commodities  came  from  Leg- 
horn and  M.il’a.  Ad  the  wheat  which  they  will 
ever  receive  from  us  in  ten  years,  cannot  pay  for 
one  year’s  supply  of  the  straw  we  get  from  tliem. 
On  lead,  and  the  manufactures  of  lead,  an  addition 
is  proposed  of  one  cent  per  pound  to  the  present 
duty,  because  we  have  it  in  our  country  in  the 
greatest  profusio:x.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  .Missis- 
sippi and  Missouri  rivers,  particularly  the  former, 
there  are  miles  in  extent,  where,  take  up  the  earth 
without  selec  ion,  300  pounds  of  it  will  produce 
more  than  eighty  pounds  of  the  metal,  with  fviel  at 
hand  in  abundance.  Besides,  the  people  of  lltat 
part  of  the  country  are  indebted  to  the  government 
for  lands,  or  desirous  of  purcliasing,  and  have  no 
other  means  of  payment;  so  that  the  immediate 
profits  of  giv'ng  efficient  protection  to  this  manu- 
facture, will  cen  re  in  the  public  treasury.  On  hemp 
the  bill  raises  the  duty  from  thirty  dollars  to  forty- 
five  dollars  per  ton.  It  is  an  article  wMiicb,  the 
committee  believe,  must  be  protected,  and  the  cul- 
tivation of  it  encouraged  at  any  expense,  for  the 
Sake  of  the  public.  It  is  s.n  article,  the  skilful 
culture  of  which  requires  practice.  Materially  to 
increase  even  the  quantity  raised  at  home,  cannot 
be  the  v:oik  of  one  nor  two  years.  We  have  alrea- 
dy-built, or  are  building,  twenty-four  large  ships 
of  War.  Our  whole  domestic  supply  of  hemp  is 
not  sufficient  to  equip  one  of  these  ships,  and  never 
can  be  under  the  present  system  of  importation. 
V/!:at,  Mr.  T.  asked,  would  be  the  consequences, 
and  what  disgrace  to  our  legislation,  in  case  of  a 
war  with  a nation  that  furnlslies  this  necessary  ar- 
ticle, or  with  any  other  nation  which  might  have 
influence  enough  to  stop  this  importation  i*  We 
might,  when  war  comes,  as  prudently  rely  altoge- 
ther upon  our  enemies  for  a supply  of  cannon  for 
our  nav}'.  On  bar  iron,  the  addition  proposed  is 
only  five  dollars  per  ton,  and  that  only  on  hammer- 
ed iron,  without  toucliing  the  rolled.  It  would, 
Mr.  T.  thought,  be  hard  to  give  a satisfactory  reason 
why  so  low  a duty  was  inserted,  when  it  is  notori- 
ous that  the  country  is  more  than  able  to  supply- 
all  that  is  wanted,  of  as  good  quality,  and  general 
iy  better  than  the  imported. 

It  has  been  objected  already,  and  will  no  doubt 
be  repeated,  that,  by  adding  to  the  duties  on  fo 
reign  articles,  we  but  add  so  much  to  the  price  to 
the  consumer,  enabling  the  home  manufacturer  to 
pocket  the  difference.  As  to  all  manufactures, 
said  Mr.  T.  of  which  we  possess  the  raw  material 
in  abundance,  the  rise  in  price,  which,  be  admit- 
ted, may  happen  at  first  on  some  things,  will  be 
certainly  followed  by  a permanent  reduction;  if  we 
may  be  permitted  to  judge  from  the  experience  of 
foreign  countries,  or  from  what  little  experience 
our  laws  have  hitherto  permitted  us  to  acquire  in 
our  own  country  on  the  subject.  Many  articles, 
even  now,  it  is  believed,  are  furnished  by  our  own 
workmen  better,  to  a degree  beyond  the  extent  of 
the  duty,  and  cheaper  than  imported  rival  goods. 
On  this  head,  one  article,  that  of  coarse  cottons, 
has  been  often  mentioned,  and  cannot  be  too  often 


' mentioned,  because  it  is  the  only  miiuifaCtuTe 
which  has  ever  received  from  our  laws  tlic  same 
protection  which  other  nations  give  to  ihcir  do- 
mestic industry  —a  prohibitory  duty  Besides,  it 
is  the  very  article  and  the  very  duty  selected  by 
the  enemies  of  protection  to  manufactures  from  all 
quarters,  as  a specimen  of  pernicious  legi»lation, 
as  oppressing  the  poor  and  plundering  the  farmer, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  to  the  manufacturer  a 
premium  for  lazines-;,  or  a privilege  of  extortion. 
There  can  be  no  mist.ak  ■ in  this  matter.  I will,  said 
Mr.  T.  read  the  very  words  of  the  tjalem  protest, 
made  to  our  predecessors  on  the  subject:  “The 

duty  upon  Last  India  cotton  is  indeed  enormous, 
and  practically  amounts  to  a total  prohibition.  The 
coarser  fabrics  of  cotton  in  the  Britlsii  E-tst  Indies 
cost  about  .six  cents  a square  yard,  and  were  for- 
merly imported  in  large  quantities  into  the  United 
States,  and  supplied  the  poorer  classes  of  citizens 
with  necessary,  though  humble  clothing.  The  ta- 
riff directs  all  such  cottons  to  be  estimated  at  the 
cost  of  twenty-five  cents  per  square  yard,  and  le- 
vies upon  them,  lhe:-efore,  a duty  of  one  hundred 
per  cent,  or  a sum  equal  to  thf  ir  original  cost. — 
During  the  years  1802,  ’3  and  ’4,  the  average  im- 
ports from  the  British  E st  Indies  was  about  three 
millions  and  a half  of  dollars,  of  which,  a little 
short  of  tiiree  millions  were  goods  paying  an  ad 
valorem  duty,  being  principally  while  cot-on  goods. 
In  1807,  the  goods  paying  ad  valorem  dmi.  s from 
the  same  place,  had  increased  to  upwards  of  four 
miliions.  In  the  same  year,  fifteen  ships  were  em- 
ployed in  the  trade,  from  the  town  of  Salem  alone. 
In  the  past  year,  two  only  have  been  so  employed; 
and,  for  tlie  four  last  years  past,  no  cotton  piece 
goods  have  been  imported  into  this  town  for  home 
consumption,  the  duty  alone  amounting  to  a prohi- 
bition. The  sacrifice  of  this  branch  of  tlie  trade- 
alone,  has  very  seriously  afiected  the  whole  mer- 
cantile co.nmunity  engaged  in  East  L.dia  commerce 
— and  has  been  no  where  nore  sensibly  and  injuri- 
ously felt  than  in  Saiern.  It  has  operated,  too,  as 
an  excessive  tax  upon  t!ie  poorer  classes  of  the 
community,  who  have  been  compelled  to  buy  do- 
mestic fabrics  to  supply  their  wants,  at.  liighe" 
prices,  which  tiieir  narrow  means  could  ill  afford 
It  has,  also,  annually,  struck  oft’  from  tlie  revenue 
of  the  government  the  whole  duty  upon  seven- 
eighths  of  the  importa  ions  of  East  India  cotton, 
that  proportion  having  been  absorbed  by  the  do- 
mestic consumption.”  Thus  far  the  Salem  memo- 
rial. The  memorial  from  the  United  Agricultural 
Societies  of  Virginia,  presented  about  the  same 
time,  cn  the  same  subject,  contains  the  same  pro- 
test in  still  stronger  terms,  against  this  doubling 
of  the  price  of  coarse  cottons,  fora  bounty  to  the 
manufacturer,  to  the  injury  of  the  poorer  class  of 
the  community,  by  whom  goods  of  this  quality  are 
exclusively  required. 

Now,  said  Mr.  T.  if  the  consequences  thus  threat- 
ened have  actually  followed;  if  the  poor  have  been 
plundered,  and  the  farmer  laid  under  tribute  to  the 
manufacturer  by  this  prohibitory  duty  on  imported 
coarse  cottons,  then  we  may  believe,  with  the  gentle- 
man from  N.  York,  (.Mr.  Cambreleng,)  that  the  pro- 
tection of  our  coarse  woollens,  by  duties  upon  the 
imported,  will  only  augment  the  price  to  the  poor 
consumer.  But  if  the  very  reverse  has  been  the 
effect  of  giving  to  our  own  marufacturers  a monop- 
oly of  the  article,  and  the  price  has  been  diminish- 
ed even  in  a greater  degree  than  the  duty  has  been 
raised;  let  us  expect  the  same,  or  nearly  the  same 
good  effect  from  similar  duties  on  other  imported 
wares,  which  we  can  make  as  good,  or  better  art 
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home.  ,Wh.*t  then  is  the  price  of  coarse  cottons, 
since  the  monopoly  given  to  our  factories  by  the 
prohibito»y  duty  of  1816.?  We  have  the  proof  on 
our  own  files,  and  the  fact  is  notorious  to  the  whole 
country,  that  we  now  have,  and  have  had  constant- 
ly, since  the  exclusion  of  foreigners  from  our  mar- 
ket,  tliat  necessary  article,  at  a price  which,  taking 
into  view  its  superiority  in  quality,  is  now  reduced 
to  one»  half,  Mr,  T.  would  say  to  less  than  one  third 
of  v/hat  we  formerly  paid  for  the  same  goods,  when 
they  were  imported  from  foreign  nations;  and  this 
Mr.  T.  believed  " ould  turn  out  to  be  the  fact,  even 
aft  r making  every  allowance  for  the  reduction  in 
price  of  the  raw  material.  Tl)en,  said  Mr.  T.  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  oppression  upon  the  poor  man,  by 
exclu  ’ing  foreign  low  priced  cottons,  has  come  in 
substance  to  this,  that  he  can  now  purchase  for 
five  d'dlars,  clothintrj  ^hich  before  cost  him  ten; 
and,  if  he  lives  near  a factory,  may  have  constant 
etnplovment  and  wages  for  himself  and  family.  And 
the  farmer,  who  was  io,be  plundered  by  the  manu- 
facturer, has  not  only  the  satpe  advantage  of  pur- 
chasing cheaply,  but  the  still  greater  advantage,  if 
he  lives,  near  enough,  of  a constant  market  for  the 
surplus  products  of  his  farm. 

MR.  HOLCOMBE’S  SPEECH. 

SECOND  BAT. 

Mr.  Rolcombs,  of  New  Jersey,  rose  and  address 
cd  the  hous^'  s follows;. 

I rist",  M>',  Chairman,  with  peculiar  embarrass- 
ment,  to  ofier  myself,  for  the  first  time,  to  the  house 
on  a subject  which  has  been  so  often  discussed, 
not  only  upon  this  floor,  but  in  every  town,  and  vil- 
lage, and  city  in  the  Union,  that  the  very  name  of 
tariff  has  become  odious  to  many  ears— -a  term  of 
reproach,  and  almost  a by-word.  But,  notwith- 
standing  these  facts,  it  is  a subject  of  the  deepest 
interest,  and  is  yet  popular  with  a great  majority 
of  the  American  people.  It  is  my  intention  to  ad- 
vocate the  bilk  And  let  it  not  be  insinuated  of  me, 
as  it  heretofore  been  of  others,  that  interest 
stimulates  the  discussion.  The  feeble  connexion 
which  I may  once  have  had  with  manufacturing 
esiablishrnenfs  is  forever  dissolved,  and  I now  stand 
in  niy  pi -ce.  as  a common  representative  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States,  to  defend  one  of  the 
roost  intercsting  .vq^uestions  of  national  policy,  as  I 
conscieniiously  believe  it  to  be,  that  can  possibly 
be  agitated  at  this  time,  upon  this  floor. 

The  true  manufacturing  question,  or  the  policy 
of  founding  tfie  commercial  interests  and  perma- 
nent  revenue  qf  this  country  upon  its  manufactur- 
ing industry,  is  not  novel.  It  is,  indeed,  coeval 
v.uth  the  government.  Allow  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  call  your  attention  for  a moment  to  the  early 
history  of  the  tariff.  Soon  after  the  peace  of  ’83 
had  rec  ognized  our  right  and  rank  as  an  indepen- 
dent nation,, the  creation  of  a revenue,  adequate  to 
the  necessary  expenditures  of  the  government,  be 
came  a subject  of  interesting  inquiry  to  the  poli- 
ticians of  that  period.  A resort  to  clirecj;  and  in 
direct  taxation  was  inadnnssible,  and,  indeed,' im- 
po.ssible.  THe  precious  metals  had  deserted  the 
country- -a  circulating  medium  was  wanting.  From 
customs  alone,  it  was  evident,  the  country  was 
to  derive  its  revenues.  And  the  insufficiency  of 
customs,  accruing  from  a commerce  supported 
v/holly  by  agriculture,  was  certain  and  palpable.  The 
v/retebed  and  ruinous  stale  of  our  colonial  com- 
pnerce  was  yet  vividly  recollected;  and  the  infer- 
ences from  it  were  irresistible:  and  hence,  in  the 
numerous'  systems  of  revenue  and  tariff,  which 


were  projected  at  that  period,  the  protection  of 
manufacturing  industry  formed  an  essential — nay, 
an  indispensable  provision.  The  report  of  the  se- 
cretary of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Hamilton,  is  still  fami- 
liar to  the  public.  And  it  cannot  be  questioned, 
had  the  principles  of  this  celebrated  paper  (for  its 
details  were  remarkably  defective)  been  adopted 
into  a system  of  permanent  policy,  we  should  have 
forever  avoided  the  necessity  of  publishing  to  the 
world  the  degrading  and  extraordinary  fact,  that, 
after  a course  of  unexampled,  and  almost  unin- 
terrupted prosperity,  for  thirty  years,  the  com- 
mercial revenues  of  the  most  enterprising  peo- 
ple in  the  world,  were  insufficient  to  meet,  irr  the 
time  of  profound  peace,  the  necessary  expenditures 
of  the  clieapest  government  upon  earth.  But  the 
fact  is  notorious — it  has  become  history. 

It  was  my  intention  here,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  have 
rapidly  reviewed  the  history  of  the  tariff  from  the 
commencement  of  the  wars  which  grew  out  of  the 
French  revolution  to  the  present  period;  and  to 
have  accounted  for  the  bitterness  and  hostility 
which  distinguish,  otherwise,  the  most  liberal  and 
enlightened  of  the  statesmen  of  our  country  on 
the  subject  of  the  tariff.  But  presuming  that  the 
committee  is  entirely  familiar  with  the  subject,  and 
fearful  of  trespassing  upon  your  patience,  I shall 
call  your  attention  immediately  to  the  following 
propositions,  which  I mean  to  defend: 

1st.  The  protection  of  manufacturing  industry,  by 
means  of  commercial  restrictions,  is  indispensably 
necessary  to  develupe  and  sustain  the  wealth  and 
power  of  na.ions. 

2d.  A further  and  liberal  extension  of  the  tariff 
(perhaps  such  as  is  contemplated  by  this  bill)  will 
enable  the  American  manufacturer  to  supply,  here- 
after, not  only  domestic  consumption,  but  to  com- 
pete  profitably  with  other  nations  in  foreign  mar- 
kets. 

Upon  these  general  principles  I shall  defend  the 
bill.  I do  not  profess  to  be  familiar  with  its  details. 
Nor  is  it  particularly  necessary,  after  the  able  and 
luminous  exposition  which  they  have  received  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  who  reported  the  bill. — 
I wish,  however,  my  opinions  to  be  distinctly  stat- 
ed, and  fully  understood.  The  manufacturing  in- 
terest of  this  country  is  no  longer  a subject  of  par- 
tial legislation  and  contingent  protection;  but  con- 
stitutes, at  this  moment^  one  of  its  great  interests^ 
and  is  equally  entitled,  with  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture, to  the  most  effectual  and  permanent  protec- 
tion. And  it  further  appears  to  me  to  be  the  ob- 
vioqs  policy,  as  well  as  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
governnkcnt,  (i.u  order  to  protect  this  great  inter- 
est,) to  commence,  immediately,  a system  of  pros- 
pective, but  ultimately  of  entire  exclusion  from  our 
.shores,  of  every  article  of  foreign  fabric,  the  mate- 
rial of  which  we  either  possess,  or  can  abundantly 
create.  My  object  is  to  award  to  our  manufactur- 
ing interest  tlie  same  certain  and  exclusive  protec- 
tion wliich  we  have  long  since  awarded  to  our 
cornmerce  and  agriculture, 

1 will  proceed  to  thq  consideration  of  the  first 
proposition.  That  the  protection  of  manufacturing 
industry,  by  means  of  commercial  restrictions,  is 
indispensably  necessary  to  develope  the  resources 
and  wealth  of  nations.  The  testimony  of  history, 
in  sustaining  this  proposition,  is  ample,  uniform, 
and  conclusive.  I now  app^I  to  its  strongest  facts. 

At  an  early  period  of  modern  Europe,  several 
nations  became  wealthy  and  powerful,  by  introduc- 
ing and  protecting,  within  their  respective  territo- 
ries, manufacturing  establishments,  as  the  basi^ 
and  sources  of  an  e:i?tensive  and  enterprising  com 
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merce.  Of  these,  the  most  distinguished  were  Ge-  'in  the  presence  of  the  representatives  of  the  Ame- 
noa  and  Florence,  Venice  and  Holland.  Venice,  won  jrican  people,  my  admiration  of  the  sublime  and  in* 
from  the  waters  of  the  Adriatic  sea,  became  the  mis- jteresting  spectacle  which  the  Spanish  nation  at  this 
tress  of  the  south  of  Europe.  And  Holland,  reclaim-  moment  presents,  and  has  been,  for  years,  exhibit- 
ed from  the  marshes  of  tlie  German  ocean,  continu-  jing  to  the  world.  At  a period  the  most  unexpect- 
ed for  centuries  the  pride  and  wonder  of  tl>e  north.  |ed  and  unhoped  for,  the  entire  population  of  this 
Time  and  revolution  it  is  true,  have  swept  away  [extensive  and  beautiful  region,  arose,  at  once,  into 
their  former  institutions,  and  merged,  in  many  in- Inew  life;  and,  bursting  asunder  the  chains  which 
stances,  their  very  existence  in  the  nations  around  [the  superstition  and  tyranny  of  ages  had  rivetted 
them.  But  their  examples  will  forever  remain  in  around  them,  erected,  on  the  ruins  of  the  sternest 
history,  as  brilliant  memorials  of  what  the  genius,  land  gloomiest  despotism  upon  earth,  a government 
industry,  and  enterprize  of  free  communities  can  [of  virtual  representation  and  constitutional  liberty, 
f-ftect,  when  aided  and  protected  by  enlightened  | Imperishable  be  her  institutions!  and  may  the  spirit 
legislation,  |of  revolution,  which  was  first  enkindled  upon  our 

But  the  most  extraordinary  example  which  thelaltars,  and  which  has  gone  forth  from  her  borders, 
world  presents,  of  the  policy  and  results  of  pro- ibe  unextinguished,  until  every  despotism  in  Europe 
tecting  manufacturing  industry,  is  unquestionably  [be  overturned;  and  the  rights,  and  independence, 
that  of  England.  I am  fully  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  happiness  of  every  nation  and  people,  and  king- 
dom under  heaven,  be  established  upon  the  only 


that  the  example  of  England  is  trite  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  revolting  upon  this  floor.  But  1 will  de- 
tain you  but  a moment.  And,  in  hurrying  you  to 
the  point  which  I have  in  contemplation,  if  I cannot 
carry  you  over  this  barren  subject  by  new  paths,  I 
will  at  least  remove  from  those  already  beaten,  as 
far  as  I am  able,  every  thing  offensive  and  annoy- 
ing. But  of  England — never  before  existed  a na- 
tion so  wealthy  and  powerful, — a comparatively 
barren  island  in  the  northern  ocean,  has  become 
the  garden  of  the  world.  A nation,  destitute  of 
mines,  by  her  admirable  policy,  has  diverted  to  her 
shores  the  gold  and  silver,  the  wealth  and  tribute 
of  every  climate  and  region  under  heaven.  There 
is  no  sea  but  what  is  visited  by  her  marine.  And 
the  standard  of  her  sovereignty  waves  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe.  Never  before  on  earth  was 
swayed  a sceptre  like  hers,  so  mighty  and  efficient, 
so  fearful  and  tremendous.  The  genius  of  the 
great  Napoleon,  with  Europe  at  his  feet,  sunk  be- 
neath  its  influences.  And  the  power  of  the  Roman 
empire,  in  its  proudest  days,  was  feeble  in  compari- 
son with  it.  And  whence.  Mr.  Chairman,  has  tlus 
great  supremacy  among  nations  been  derived?  By 
what  means  or  magic  has  it  been  achieved?  Simply 
from  the  policy  of  protecting — of  effectually  pro- 
tecting, the  industry  of  her  citizens  from  all  fo- 
reign competition;  of  adopting  since  the  days  of 
her  revolution  the  principles  of  the  bill  which  I 
have  now  the  honor  to  advocate.  Let  me  not  be 
told  of  the  vice  and  misery  of  her  manufacturing 


basis  which  the  progress  of  enlightened  opinion 
shall  consent  to  regard  as  legitimate,— the  basis  of 
liberty  and  equality! 

But  to  return  to  the  subject.  Look  for  a mo- 
ment beyond  the  Pyrenees.  At  the  convention  of 
Paris,  France  ./as  exhibited  to  the  world  fallen,  de- 
graded and  ii.  chains,  at  the  feet  of  the  sovereigns 
of  Europe.  Her  great  chieftain  in  captivity;  her 
armies  beaten  and  dispersed;  her  pride  and  milita- 
ry spirit  humbled  in  the  dust.  She  seemed  for. 
ever  struck  from  her  commanding  attitude  in  Eu- 
rope, and  to  have  retrograded  h"  least  aalf  a centu- 
ry in  the  pol.ii-  E.  r::,'  And  such  indeed 
were  the  con  ; , statesmen  and 

essayists,  particulan-  :'.e  '-  .■-ricians  of  this 
country  and  Great  Britf.i. 

Now  mark  the  result!  Bet'or  - - i very  predic- 
tions had  reached  the  extremiti.s  ' (ho  world- 
before  the  armies  of  their  deliverer^  i...  ceased  to 
outrage  the  presence  of  the  French  pe  *ple,  a sys- 
tem was  already  in  operation,  which  instauuneously 
insured  the  regeneration  of  France.  Embarrass- 
ment disappeared  from  every  department  of  the 
state.  A new  army  was  organized;  a formidable 
navy  created;  a splendid  and  expensive  govern- 
ment and  court  established  and  supported;  and  the 
immense  tribute  of  foreign  indemnification  extin- 
guished with  a celerity  that  appeared  like  the  op- 
eration of  magic.  And  in  less  than  six  years  from 
the  period  of  her  signal  overthrow,  France  arose 


districts;  of  her  taxes,  her  poor  house.s  and  pau- 1 again  to  her  former  elevated  standing,  the  same 

great,  efficient  and  dl.stinguished  nation  as  before. 
And  to  what  causes,  Mr.  Cliairman,  are  we  to  attri- 
bute this  sudden,  this  extraordinary  regeneration? 
Was  it  because  the  vine  covers  her  hills,  or  the 
olive  her  vallies?  Was  it  because  her  soil  was  the 
richest — her  climate  the  healthiest,  or  her  popula 
tion  the  most  ingenious  in  Europe?  No,  sir!  it  is 
her  admirable  commercial  system,  to  which  we 
are  to  look  for  the  solution  of  the  question.  A 
system  which  protects  the  industry  of  France, — 


pers.  These  are  all  acknowledged.  But  they  are 
ihe  necessary,  the  unavoidable  consequences  of  her 
ambitious  and  interminable  wars— the  immediate 
results  of  the  operation  of  her  national  debt.  Ex- 
tinguish this,  and  you  collect  at  this  moment  around 
the  laboring  population  of  England  more  of  the 
comforts  and  necessaries  of  life  than  have  ever  yet 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  other  people,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  our  own  citizens,  in  the  world. 

The  policy  of  Spain  is  the  reverse  of  that  of  Eng- 
land. Here  the  doctrines  of  the  author  of  the  i and  secures  to  her  own  citizens  the  distinguished 
Wealth  of  Nations,  the  unrestrictive  system,  has  | blessings  which  the  bounty  of  nature  hath  lavished 


been,  for  ages  past,  in  full  and  free  operation.  And 
what  has  been  the  result?  The  finest  country  in  Eu 


upon  them.  A system,  sir,  an  approach  towards 
which,  is  indicated  by  the  bill  under  considera- 


An  imaginary  line  separates  the  kingdom  of 
France  from  the  Netherlands.  But  if  the  Andes 


rope,  into  which  the  gold  and  silver  of  Mexico  and  tion. 

Peru,  and  the  wealth  of  both  the  Indies,  have  flow- 
ed in  a full  and  uninterrupted  stream  for  three  cen- 
turies, has  gradually  sunk  from  the  elevation  of  her  j had  arisen,  or  oceans  rolled  between  them,  their 
imperial  grandeur,  below  the  level  of  the  seconda- [respective  boundaries  could  not  have  been  more 
ry  powers  of  Europe,  and  at  length  into  utter  bank- 1 distinctly,  or  strongly,  or  palpably  marked  ! On 

1 ^ ^ ^ V r O ^ #*\1  I A ^ M e\  • MM-k  4^  Ik  M ^ T ^ ..k  ...  1_  _ 


ruptcy.  Recollect,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I speak  with 


the  one  side  is  a population,  active,  industrious  and 
happy— on  the  other,  poor,  indolent  and  wretched. 
France  protects  the  industry  of  her  citizens — Hol- 
land has  departed  from  the  system  of  her  forefa* 
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thers,  and  by  means  of  her  new  doctrines,  paralyz- 
ed the  energies  of  the  most  industrious  people  in 
Europe. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  such  facts  farther. — 
History,  both  ancient  and  modern,  without  a solita- 
ry exception,  attests  the  truth  of  the  proposition 
which  I have  attempted  to  illustrate,  that  the  pro- 
tection of  manufacturing  industry,  by  means  of 
commercial  restrictions,  is  indispensably  necessa- 
ry to  develope  and  sustain  the  wealth  and  power  of 
nations. 

Allow  me  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  call  the  atten 
tion  of  the  committee,  for  a few  moments,  to  the 
second  proposition. 

A further  extension  of  the  tariiT  (perhaps  such 
as  is  contemplated  by  the  bill  upon  the  table,)  will 
enable  the  American  manufacturer  to  supply  not 
only  the  domestic  consumption,  but  compete  pro- 
fitably with  other  nations  in  foreign  markets. 

The  manufacturing  question  is  very  different 
from  what  it  was  ten  years  ago.  It  then  was,  whe- 
ther we  should  foster  and  promote  our  infant  esta- 
blishments. It  now  is,  whether  we  shall  sustain 
and  extend  our  matured  ones.  It  then  was,  whe- 
ther we  could  manufacture  any  article  as  profitably 
as  we  could  purchase  it.  It  now  is,  whether  v/e 
cannot,  by  additional  protection,  sell  profitably 
abroad,  as  well  as  in  the  domestic  market,  the  fa- 
brics which  we  produce. 

This  may  probably  be  regarded  as  a new,  as  it 
certainly  is  a very  interesting  view,  which  this  great 
national  question  begins,  legitimately,  to  present. 

But,  are  its  objects,  Mr.  Chairman,  visionary  or 
unattainable.?  If  the  uniforna  testimony  of  every  na- 
tion which  has  existed,  be  not  entirely  delusive, 
and  the  experience  of  a thousand  establishments 
in  our  own  country,  which  have  struggled  into 
existence  in  despite  of  every  species  of  depression, 
be  not  utterly  fallacious,  they  are  already  within  our 
reach. 

Packages  of  American  goods  are  at  this  moment 
shipping  to  the  South  American  markets.  The 
rise,  indeed,  and  progress  of  these  southern  repub- 
lics, may  be  regarded  as  particularly  auspicious  to 
the  policy  I am  advocating.  Commercial  treaties 
will  shortly  be  concluded  between  them  and  us; 
and,  from  the  precedence  winch  we  have  taken  in 
recognizing  their  independence,  we  shall  constant- 
ly be  entitled  to  the  regard  and  privileges  of  the 
most  highly  favored  nation.  And,  from  the  genius 
of  their  population,  and  the  infinite  variety  of  their 
productions,  there  is  no  question  but  that  an  ex- 
tensive and  profitable  market  may  be  opened  to 
cur  marine,  if  we  will  permit  our  merchants  to  ad- 
venture it. 

I am  fully  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  bow  lightly 
these  remarks — speculations,  if  you  please,  are  re- 
garded by  many  to  whom  they  are  addressed. — 
But,  1 recollect,  and  the  house  well  remembers, 
when  congress  was  first  petitioned  to  protect  our 
cotton  manufactures,  with  what  keenness  and  de- 
rision the  idea  was  contested,  that  we  should  ever 
be  able,  or  at  least  for  a long  series  of  years,  to 
manufacture  such  articles  as  profitably  as  we  could 
purchase  them.  And  yet,  sir,  in  the  shortest  pos- 
sible period — shorter,  indeed,  than  the  most  san- 
guine friend  of  the  tariff  could  have  ventured  to 
predict  or  imagine, — the  muslins  of  India  disap- 
peared, and  our  fabrics,  substantially  better,  cheap- 
er, and  equally  abundant,  forever  superseded  their 
use.  And  will  not  the  same  splendid  results  crown 
similar  acts  of  legislation,  for  the  protection  of 
every  article  of  legitimate  manufacture  in  this 
country? 


The  progress  which  we  have  already  made  in 
manufactures,  is  a fact  as  sui'prising  as  it  is  con- 
gratulatory, if  we  regard,  for  a moment,  the  feeble 
protection  which  has  been  awarded  them;  and  the 
difficulties  which,  at  every  step,  they  have  had  to 
oppose  and  vanquish.  It  is,  seemingly,  but  yester- 
day— and, indeed,  it  is  little  more  than  thrice  tliree 
years  since,  it  was  as  universally  believed  through- 
out our  country,  that  we  were  as  incapable  of  com- 
peting profi*ably  with  the  foreign  manufacturer,  as 
of  combating  successfully  the  “mistress  of  the 
ocean,”  upon  her  own  element.  The  success  of 
Waltham,  however,  and  unnumbered  other  estab- 
lishments, which  adorn  the  vallies  and  villages  of 
our  country,  have  dissipated,  effectually  dissipated, 
the  one  delusion;  and  the  gallant  Hull^  triumphant 
over  all  his  enemies,  has  forever  buried  the  others  ivitk 
the  -wreck  of  the  Guerriere,  in  the  depths  of  the  Atlan- 
tic. 

I will  now',  Mr.  Chairman,  briefly  examine;  or  ra- 
ther, I will  glance  over  the  principal  objections 
which  have  been  urged  against  the  manufacturing 
system  in  this  country:  It  has  been  denounced  and 
held  up  to  public  odium,  as  a system  calculated  to 
benefit  the  few'  at  the  expense  of  the  many.  Expe- 
rience, in  every  country  heretofore,  and  in  this 
country,  as  far  as  the  experiment  has  been  made, 
has  proclaimed,  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner, 
the  inconclusiveness  of  the  objection. 

The  spirit  of  the  bill  is,  and  its  ultimate  opera- 
tion must  be,  to  destroy,  (by  multiplying  rival 
establishments,)  not  sustain  monopoly;  to  lessen, 
(by  promoting  competition,)  not  increase  inordi- 
nate profits;  to  advance  the  interests,  not  of  indivi- 
duals, but  of  the  community.  And  that  such,  in- 
deed, will  be  its  eventual  operation,  may  be  strong- 
ly, if  not  conclusively  inferred,  from  the  hostility 
manifested  towards  it,  by  the  manufacturers  them- 
selves; by  the  proprietors  of  such  establishments 
as  have  been  enabled,  by  means  of  large  capitals,  to 
withstand  the  shock  of  European  competition,  and 
continue  to  realise  profitable  dividends.  And  in 
fact,  objections  like  the  one  under  consideration, 
might  be  urged  with  as  much  force,  and  more  pro- 
priety, against  the  navigation  of  the  North,  and  the 
agriculture  of  the  South,  ^nd  every  other  great  In- 
terest of  this  country,  which  depends  upon  the  ex- 
clusive protection  of  the  government.  Yes,  sir,  in 
free  communities,  competition  destroys  monopoly, 
and  profitable  markets  insure  abundance.  And, 
were  it  possible  at  this  moment  to  exclude  from 
our  shores  every  article  of  foreign  fabric,  the  mate- 
rial of  which  we  possess  in  abundance,  there  is 
scarcely  a doubt,  (such  is  the  infinite  industry, 
skill,  and  enterprize  of  our  citizens,)  that,  in  half  a 
dozen  years — nay,  possibly  in  a much  shorter  pe- 
riod“We  should  be  as  cheaply  and  as  abundantly 
supplied  as  at  present.  But  the  more  correct  polio 
cy,  unquestionably  is,  to  obtain  these  ends  by  rooVe 
progressive  means. 

Another  objection  which  has  been  urged,  with 
great  force  and  plausibility,  against  the  manufactur- 
ing system,  is  its  supposed  tendency  to  contract 
commerce,  and,  of  course,  to  lessen  the  revenue. — 
And  this  indeed,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  impairment  of 
the  revenue,  is  the  most  formidable  objection  which 
the  manufacturing  system  has  ever  had  to  combat 
on  this  floor,  or  in  this  country.  Direct  taxation,  in 
all  its  forms,  is  so  odious  to  the  American  people, 
that,  rather  than  submit  to  its  exactions,  they  will 
tolerate  any  system  of  revenue,  however  ultimately 
rninous  it  may  prove. 

But  is  the  objection  entitled  to  the  consideration 
which  it  has  received?  No,  sir.  It  is  an  axiom  in 
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political  economy,  utterly  incontrovertible,  that  the 
interests  of  the  revenue  are  advanced  by  whatever 
tends  to  promote  domestic  industry  and  wealth. — 
Such  i«  the  idea — its  exact  expression  1 have  forirot- 
ten.  Examples,  without  number,  might  be  adduc- 
ed in  confirmation  of  this  doctrine;  but,  fearful  of 
trespassing  upon  the  patience  of  the  committee,  1 
cannot  pause  to  collect  them,  and  will  merely  ob- 
serve, in  p.sssing,  that  manufacturing  establi.sh- 
ments  create— understand  me,  sir,  creaie— purch=iS- 
ing  comimmities  of  foreign  productions,  which  di- 
rectly advance,  in  proportion  to  their  population, 
the  interests  of  the  treasury.  The  costly  bonnets 
of  Haly,  and  the  silks  of  France  and  China,  find, 
already,  an  extensive  market  in  our  manufacturing 
districts.  And  the  consumption  of  the  ordinary  ne- 
cessaries of  tea,  cofiee  and  sugar,  are  doubled  and 
trebled  in  a community  whose  expenditures  may 
be  always  accurately  rated,  by  their  capacity  to 
purchase.  And  thus,  sir,  the  injury  which  the  re 
venue  sustains,  by  the  lessened  importation  of  one 
article,  (the  article  manufactured  at  home)  is  fully, 
if  not  more  than  repaired,  by  the  increased  con- 
sumption of  others.  And  such  is,  and  must  for- 
ever continue  to  be,  the  obvious  and  necessary  op- 
eration of  every  legitimate  manufacturing  esta- 
blishment in  our  country. 

Another  objection  to  the  manufacturing  system 
(and  this  is  the  last  one  which  I shall  notice,)  is^ts 
alleged  operation  upon  the  morals  of  society,  in  in- 
ducing vice  and  misery. 

Whatever  truth  this  objection  may  have  in  its 
application  to  the  limited  extent  of  European  coun- 
tries, and  tlie  crowded  and  peculiar  pipulation  of 
their  cities,  it  is  entirely  lost  in  Its  bearing  upon 
the  manufacturing  establishments  of  this  country, 
which  are  scattered  over  an  immense  territory,  and 
whose  population  bear,  and  will  forever  continue 
to  bear,  small  relative  proportion  to  the  rest  of  the 
community. 

Manchesters  and  Birminghams,  those  theatres 
upon  which  such  fearful  scenes  of  vice  and  misery 
have  been  exhibited,  we  have  no  right  to  appre- 
hend will  ever  arise  amongst  us.  Our  immeasura- 
ble territory  forms  our  everlasting  protection.  Op- 
pression may  reach,  but  not  permanently,  the  Ame- 
rican laborer.  He  is  a freeman,  who  possesses  the 
right  and  capacity  of  changing  his  residence  and 
employment,  whenever  his  disposition  may  lead  him 
to  pursue  his  happiness  elsewhere.  For  him  there 
is  a land  of  promise  and  refuge  blooming  in  the 
west. 

The  European,  on  the  contrary,  is  a slave,  who  is 
chained,  by  the  severest  fate,  to  a single  spot,  and 
compelled,  by  the  sternest  necessity,  to  pray  for 
the  wretched  privilege  of  earning  his  daily  and 
scanty  subsi.stence.  For  him  there  is  no  transition, 
but  from  the  workshop  to  the  poor  house— there  is 
no  refuge  but  the  grave. 

But,  even  in  England,  where  this  objection  ap- 
plies with  its  full  force,  and  where  man  is  exhibited 
in  masses  of  misery^  as  the  suffering  population  of 
her  mau’.i/acturing  districts  have  been  aptly  and 
strongly  termed— yet  even  here,  (unexpected  as  the 
fact  may  be,)  we  are  assured  by  her  ablest  statists, 
that  vice  and  pauperism  characterize  more  cer- 
tainly her  agricultural  than  her  manufacturing  pop- 
ulation. At  any  rate,  it  will  not  be  denied,  in  our 
country,  wherever  such  establishments  have  been 
successfully  located,  that  instead  of  vice  and  crime, 
and  pauperism  gathering  in  their  circles,  the  coun- 
try has  flourished  around  them,  and  the  comforts 
and  independence  of  the  people  been  conirtantly 
advanced. 


Why  has  the  tide  of  emigration  from  New  Eng- 
land ceased  to  flow?  Is  independence  no  longer  to 
he  won  in  tfie  wilderness  of  the  west?  Or  is  its 
frontier  still  swept  and  desolated  by  the  savage? 
No,  sir.  I'he  motive  for  emigration  is  extinguish- 
ed. New  England  has  become,  or  partly  become, 
a mamifacturing  district — and  the  poor  man  has 
again  found,  around  the  home  of  his  fathers,  con- 
stant  employment  and  liberal  wages — those  certain 
and  inexhaustible  sources  of  the  happiness  of  indi- 
viduals, and  the  wealth  and  glory  of  nations, 

few  moments  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I will 
cease  to  trespass  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Tlie  situation  of  our  country  is  truly  felicitous. 
Blessings,  indeed,  of  every  kind,  surround  us. — 
Glory  has  crowned  the  past;  and  the  future  is  glow- 
ing with  the  most  brilliant  destinies.  Never  were 
there  institutions  in  politics,  more  admirable  than 
our  own.  They  embrace  the  wisdom  of  every  age 
and  the  perfection  of  every  system.  And,  inde- 
pendently of  the  blessings  which  we  have  created 
for  ourselves,  what  has  not  the  bounty  of  nature 
lavished  upon  us? 

Our  mighty  rivers,  our  capacious  bays,  our  in- 
land seas,  indicate  capacities  for  commerce  which 
have  never  been  surpassed,  nor  equalled.  Our 
mountains  abound  with  coal  and  iron— the  agents 
and  materials  of  our  future  manufacturing  superi- 
ority. And  the  extent  and  variety  of  our  soil,  pro- 
ductive in  all  the  great  staples  of  commerce,  aided 
too  by  facilities  for  internal  communication,  which 
are  as  gratifying  as  they  are  unbounded,  will  for- 
ever distinguish  our  agriculture. 

To  promote  the  industry  of  this  great  nation — to 
develope  its  resources — to  mature,  sustain  and  ex- 
tend its  existing  interests  and  institutions,  are  the 
objects  of  the  present  bill. 

Our  manufacturing  industry,  let  me  repeat  again, 
is  no  longer  a subject  of  partial  protection,  or  con- 
tingent legislation;  but  constitutes  one  of  the  great 
interests  of  the  country,  and  is  fully  entitled  to  the 
most  efficient  and  permanent  protection.  Let  the 
bill,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  pass;  pass  without 
embarrassment  or  amendment.  Go  further;  and 
resolve,  from  this  moment,  to  exclude  from  your 
shores  every  species  of  foreign  fabric  which  you 
can  profitably  manufacture  at  home.  Nay,  sir,  go 
one  step  still  further:  and,  as  intimately  and  essen- 
tially connected  with  your  manufacturing  policy, 
establish  a liberal  and  enlightened  system  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  accommodated  to  your  immedi- 
ate wants,  and  commensurate  with  your  future  ne- 
cessities, and  which  has  been  urged  upon  your  consi- 
deration by  the  voice  and  will  of  your  constituents,  as 
fully,  and  unequivocally  and  universally  expressed, 
as  they  ever  have  been  upon  any  question  of  great 
national  expediency.  And  there  is  no  state  of  pros- 
pective wealth  and  independence  which  we  cannot 
reach:  There  is  no  eminence  of  national  power  and 
glory  unto  which  we  will  not  attain. 

I mmmt. 

MIL  TATNALL’s  SPEECH. 

Mr.  Tatnall,  of  Georgia,  addressed  the  chair 
— he  expressed  liiniself  as  tolly  sensible  of  the  lib- 
erality and  friendly  politeness  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Baylies,)  in  yield- 
ing the  floor  to  him,  on  the  present  occasion.  I’he 
object  of  that  gentleman  was  to  take  up  the  bill  m 
detail,  for  the  purpose  only  of  changing  some  of  its 
features.  / am  willing  to  receive  ihis  bill  in  no  shape.  I 
am  therefore  not  inclined  to  enter  upon  the  discus- 
‘ sirm  of  the  propriety  of  any  umendments  that  max  be 
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contemplated.  I am  altogether  opposed  to  the  sys- 
tem which  it  is  intended  to  uphold;  and  am  desirous 
of  testing,  at  once, the  sense  of  this  house,  whether 
it  is  prepared  to  enter  upon  the  policy,  so  boldly  re- 
commended upon  this  occasion,  of  encouraging  our 
domestic  manufactures  by  the  imposition  of  duties 
completely  prohibitory  of  foreign  importations. — 
His  objections  to  this  bill  were  two-fold;  first,  be- 
cause of  its  operation  in  relation  to  the  people  gen- 
erally of  the  United  States;  and  secondly,  because 
of  its  bearing  upon  the  particular  district  of  the 
country  from  which  he  had  the  honor  to  come. — 
He  would  briefly  state  his  general  objections  to  the 
policy  of  this  bill;  and,  in  the  course  of  the  few 
remarks  with  which  he  would  burthen  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee,  he  would  endeavor  to  take 
some  slight  notice  of  the  arguments  urged  in  its 
favor.  In  the  first  place,  said  Mr.  T.  I would  re- 
mark, that  to  authorize  us  to  pass  this  bill,  gentle- 
men should  not  only  convince  us  that  it  is  calculat- 
ed to  benefit  the  manufacturing  interests;  but  they 
must  also  place  it  beyond  a doubty  that  the  other 
classes  of  laborers  in  our  country  will  not  be  inju- 
riously affected.  The  capacity  of  the  government 
to  benefit  may  be  unlimited.  Not  so  its  power  to 
injure.  It  may  have  a right  to  advance  the  inte- 
rests of  manufactures.  It  can  have  no  right  to  in- 
terfefe  with  the  prosperity  or  check  the  progress 
of  agriculture  and  commerce,  particularly  as  the 
two  latter  cover  a space,  in  importance,  of  incom- 
parably greater  extent.  As  far  as  he  could  inform 
himself,  and  as  far  as  his  reflection  upon  the  subject 
extended,  he  was  satisfied,  that  .instead  of  its  be- 
ing proved  that  the  agricultural  and  commercial  in- 
terests would  not  be  injured, it  was  clear  to  his  mind 
that  the  contrary  would  be  the  effect.  Nay  sir,  (said 
he)  I am  satisfied  that  this  has  already  been  the 
case  to  a partial  degree;  I kno-w^  at  least,  it  has 
been  so  in  regard  to  agriculture^  in  the  quarter  of 
the  country  in  which  I reside.  He  could  not  there- 
fore give  his  assent  to  the  bill.  On  the  contrary  he 
felt  it  his  duty  to  raise  his  voice  against  it— he 
regarded  it  as  unjust  and  grievous;  unjust,  as  it  is 
partial  legislation,  intended  to  benefit  a few;  and 
grievous,  as  it  promises  to  seriously  afflict  the  in 
terests  of  every  other  portion  of  our  community. — 
No  burthens  should  be  imposed,  but  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  government,  and  these  should  bear 
equally  upon  the  shoulders  of  all.  Any  other  prin- 
ciple is  oppressive  and  unjust.  If  you  give  a boun- 
ty to  one  class,  you  must  take  so  much  from  the 
common  stock.  You  cannot  encourage  all—fov  to 
take  from  a common  stock  to  encourage  all,  would 
be  preposterous.  To  be  just,  therefore,  you  must 
not  interfere.  The  attention  of  the  government 
must  not  be  directed  to  a single  object.  Nineteen 
twentieths  of  the  people  of  this  country  are  engag- 
ed in  agriculture  and  commerce,  either  directly  or 
indirectly.  Is  it  just  then  to  pass  a bill  which  shall 
cramp  their  efforts  or  lessen  their  profits,  simply  to 
benefit  the  remaining  twentieth?  Sir,  said  Mr.  T. 
this  is  a matter  of  too  serious  consideration  to  be 
disregarded  by  this  committee.  Gentlemen  may 
deny  the  fact  of  injury  to  these  interests.  They 
may  make  long  speeches  in  this  house,  and  write 
long  treatises  out  of  it — but  they  will  argue  and 
write  in  vain. 

I assert  the  fact  of  injury,  and  1 do  so  upon  the 
very  best  ground.  I call  upon  gentlemen  to  show 
me  a single  instance  oi  the  agricultural  or  commer- 
cial portions  of  our  country  acquiescing  in  such  an 
opinion  as  they  advance.  Every  man  is  supposed  to 
tenders  land  his  oton  business  best-,  and  if  this  maxim 
be  correct,  there  can  be  no  doubt  what  effect  a 


-ystem  of  bounties  and  protecting  duties  will  have 
upon  these  portions  of  the  national  community.  No 
sir,  the  only  proofs  to  the  contrary  are  to  be  found 
in  the  feeble  whinings  and  flimsy  arguments  of 
some  of  these  very  manufacturers  themselves.  Pass 
such  an  abominable  bill  as  this,  and  depend  upon 
it,  sir,  a whole  nation  will  thunder  disapprobatiem 
in  your  ears.  I say  abominable,  and  hope  that  I may 
be  permitted  to  pronounce  it  so.  Those  who  know 
me,  know  that  I am  not  inclined  to  be  personally  of- 
fensive upon  improper  occasions.  It  is  not  my  fault, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  T.)  if,  in  condemning  the  fruit,  the 
goodly  character  of  the  tree  also  should  be  suppos- 
ed to  be  implicated.  The  agricultural  portions  of 
our  country,  as  well  as  the  commercial,  have  not 
been  silent  on  this  subject.  They  have  frequently 
laid  before  you  their  strong  protests  against  the 
system  upheld  by  this  bill.  And  are  we  to  dictate 
to  them  what  measures  shall  be  adopted  to  promote 
their  own  interests?  If  our  community  could  be 
compared  to  a family  of  children,  ignorant  of  their 
own  good,  and  incapable  of  providing  fortheir  own 
wants,  then  indeed  it  might  be  well  enough  to 
stretch  forth  the  parental  care  of  the  government. 
But,  as  freemen,  we  must  acknowledge  that  our 
government  is  founded  upon  a contrary  principle. 
We  think  the  people  capable  of  managing  their 
own  concerns.  Our  government  is  an  agency,  not  a 
guardianship.  He  would  grant  that  it  is  the  onlt 
government  established  upon  such  a principle.-  - 
But  it  is  no  less  true  on  that  account.  Let  the  peo 
pie,  therefore,  alone.  When  they  find  they  cannot 
live  by  agriculture  or  commerce,  let  them  try 
something  else.  But  he  entreated  they  might  be 
allowed  to  do  as  they  please.  If  they  prefer  the 
plough  to  the  shuttle,  or  the  spade  to  the  needle, 
why,  in  heaven’s  name,  let  them  alone.  It  is  not 
necessary,  in  order  that  all  their  wants  might  be 
supplied,  and  all  their  interests  be  defended,  that 
gentlemen  should  officiously  interfere  to  compel 
a part  to  leave  the  active  pursuits  of  husbandry 
for  the  purpose  of  sitting  cross-legged  on  a tailor’s 
board.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  (said  Mr.  T.)  the  people 
of  this  country  are  sharpsighted  enough  to  do  what 
will  conduce  to  their  benefit.  There  is  no  nation 
in  the  world  having  to  an  equal  degree  the  intelli- 
gence, enterprize  and  calculating  qualities  of  this 
nation.  The  people  of  this  country  will  never  ex- 
tend their  industry  in  any  direction  further  than 
they  may  find  it  conducive  to  their  profit.  If  then 
the  interests  of  the  country  are  arrayed  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  manufacturing  scheme,  why  should  we 
attempt  to  aid  its  operation?  When  it  becomes  the 
interest  of  this  nation  to  become  a manufacturing 
nation,  then  will  the  object  of  gentlemen  be  accom- 
plished. Gentlemen  must  Wait  until  natural  effect 
is  produced  by  the  natural  cause.  It  is  idle  to  at- 
tempt to  force  it.  You  might  as  well  attempt  to 
compel  from  the  tree  the  production  of  its  fruit  at 
an  immaturity  of  age,  when  nature  forbids  it. 

Where,  sir,  (said  Mr.  T.)  is  the  necessity  of 
taking  any  step  at  all  on  this  subject?  Why  are  we 
attempting  an  innovation  on  the  system  which  wis- 
dom has  hitherto  pointed  out  to  us?  Look  at  this; 
nation— in  infancy  indeed;  yet  with  all  the  strength 
of  manhood;  the  growth  of  but  a few  years,  and 
yet  spreading  over  a vast  empire,  and  enjoying  in 
every  portion  of  it,  plenty,  if  not  opulence!  Why 
should  we  change  our  policy?  Have  we  not  increas- 
ed in  population  and  wealth,  in  a degree  unexam 
pled  in  history?  And  is  this  entirely  owing  to  any 
great  superiority  of  our  climate  or  our  soil.?  Is 
France,  is  England,  is  Italy,  unblest  in  these  parti- 
culars? No,  sir;  but  France,  England,  and  Italy, 
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want  the  happy  infiue'ire  (if  our  free  government, 
and  the  bright  .sunshine  of  our  liberal  policy.  VVe 
have  none  of  tiieir  restrictions;  none  of  their  mo 
nopolies,  and  none  of  their  aristocracies,  that  feed 
like  a canker  upon  the  prosperity  of  their  people. 
Adopt,  however,  the  system  proposed,  and  .said  .Mr. 
T.  it  requires  no  prophet  to  predict  that,  in  a few 
years  you  will  have  each  of  these  evils,  and  then 
your  prosperity  will  be  withere*!  and  your  country 
will  be  ruined.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  said  .Mr.  T.  | 
we  cannot  with  s.tfety  attempt  the  diversion,  by 
artificial  mean.s,  of  a p.art  of  the  stream  of  labor, 
without  materially  aflecting  the  depth  and  force, 
and  utility  of  the  whole  stream.  We  must  have  an 
eye  to  the  general  interests  of  the  country,  other- 
wise we 'shall  find  ourselves  like  Spain,  with  the 
materials  of  wealth  in  our  possession,  yet  poor,  de- 
graded and  impotent.  (live  space  for  ibeactivi'y 
of  every  branch  of  industry,  and  we  may  flourish; 
limit  it,  and  we  must  decay.  Enterprize  is  the 
very  soul  of  industry;  but  enterprize  must  be  un- 
shackled; it  must  move  through  your  country  as 
free  as  the  winds  that  visit  it. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  our  prosperity  that  we 
should  become  a manufac taring  people.  Why  should 
a different  policy  be  pursued  by  nations,  from  that 
pursued  by  individuals  in  society.?  Does  every  man 
weave  his  own  stuff',  and  make  his  own  coat?  Does 
he  tan  his  own  leailier,  and  make  his  own  shoes.? 
No,  sir,  tve  all  gain  by  iitterchanges  of  labor.  To 
flourish  as  a nation,  w'e  need  not  do  every  thing. — 
Let  us  furnish  materials;  let  others  fabricate  them. 
With  them  mechanical  labor  may  be  cheaper.  With 
us  the  agricultural  pursuit  may  be  the  most  profit- 
able. Let  us,  therefore,  employ  them  as  our  me- 
chanics. In  regard  to  the  application  of  mechani- 
cal labor,  said  Mr.  T.  1 liave  my  doubts  if  we  can 
cope  with  them.  Foreign,  i.  e.  European  nations, 
have  a surplus  pojjulation.  This  is  not  the  case  v/ith 
us,  and  will  not  be  as  long  as  we  shall  have  im- 
mense forests  still  waiting  for  the  axe  of  the  hus- 
bandman. 

Mr.  T.  remarked,  that  it  was  the  common  cant  of 
the  day  to  call  every  act  in  favor  of  manufactures, 
an  act  to  promote  domestic  industry.  Such  a title 
was  imposing;  and  although  men  of  sense  and  dis- 
crimination were  not  to  be  won  bynames  and  titles, 
yet  still  with  the  mass  of  the  people  such  an  idea 
w'as  calculated  to  produce  a feeling  favorable  to 
tlie  bill.  Gentlemen,  said  he,  would  make  us  be- 
lieve that  a portion  of  the  industry  of  the  cotintry 
had  been  slumbering  for  years  past,  and  that  it  had 
been  roused  into  action  by  their  exertions.  This  is 
not  the  case.  Their  exertions,  at  besly  only  tend  to 
give  a netv  direction  to  industry.  It  is  taking  from 
one  class  to  add  to  another;  it  is  perhaps  making, 
or,  (if  gentlemen  prefer  the  terra,)  manufacturing 
a sickly  manufacturer  out  of  a sturdy  husbandman. 
Keep  away  the  inducements,  which  you  would 
bold  out,  and  you  leave  to  ils  free  exercise  the  in- 
dustry of  the  one  class;  hold  them  out,  and  you  en- 
courage the  labor  of  the  other.  In  either  case,  tak- 
ing the  correctness  of  the  position  as  granted,  and 
you  find  domestic  industry  exercised.  The  only 
difference  is  in  the  subject  of  its  application. 

Mr.  T.  was  also  opposed  to  the  bill  from  its  op- 
pressive character.  The  imposition  of  protecting 
duties  operates  as  a bounty  to  manufactures.  Now, 
sir,  said  he,  the  consumer,  in  every  instance,  pays 
this  amount.  Where  he  consumes  domestic  arii- 
eles,  he  pays  it  to  the  manufacturer;  and,  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  he  is  saddled  with  the  expense  of  the 
government.  And  who,  pray  sir,  are  the  consumers.? 
Or,  in  plainer  terms,  xoho  form  the  c^reat  mass  ol 
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vour  population.?  The  manufacturers?  No,  sir;  they 
form  but  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  your  nopu- 
lation.  The  benefit  then  is  enjoyed  by  the  fe-w,  and 
the  hvrthenhy  the  many.  Is  not  this  tyranny.?  Yes, 
sir,  and  tyranny  of  the  most  shameful  kind!  The 
creation  of  these  manufactories  by  legislative  actSf 
and  the  forcing,  as  it  were,  this  class  upon  our  na- 
tional community,  was  as  odious  in  his  view,  and  as 
grating  to  his  feelings,  as  would  be  the  quartering 
land  distribution  of  a military  body  among  a peace- 
able community.  In  either  instance  the  feelings  of 
ihe  community  are  in  opposition.  In  either  in- 
stance their  integrity  is  violated,  their  comforts  are 
curtailed,  and  their  interests  are  assailed.  Both 
cases  are  equally  abhorrent  to  our  nature  as  free- 
men. 

Mr.  T also  thought  every  principle  of  policy  wag 
opposed  to  the  bill  under  consideration.  A strong 
reason  against  one  of  the  principal  features  in  the 
system  proposed,  is  that  all  competition  in  the  mar- 
ket would  be  destroyed — consequently,  the  pur- 
chaser would  be  at  the  mercy  of  tlie  seller.  It  does 
really  seem  to  me,  said  Mr.  T.  that  some  gentlemen, 
when  acting  in  this  hall,  are  entirely  forgetful  of 
the  plain  common  sense  principles  which  govern 
them  at  home,  not  only  in  their  private  individual 
capacities,  but  as  '^embers  of  the  community.  Is 
there  one  of  you,  said  he,  that  is  dependent  upon  a 
market,  for  the  daily  supply  of  your  families,  that 
would  consent  to  give  an  exclusive  privilege  of  fur- 
nishing that  market  with  meats  anti  vegetables,  to 
one  or  two  monopolists,  or  in  short  to  any  limited 
number.?  Would  you  not  strenuously  oppose  such 
an  arrangement,  and  in  short,  do  not  the  regula- 
tions of  all  your  markets,  strictly  guard  against 
such  a monopoly,  and  even  go  so  far  as  to  prevent 
persons  from  purchasing  any  considerable  quantity 
of  articles,  so  as  to  materially  affect  the  influence 
which  a competition  would  produce.?  And,  in  the 
name  of  common  sense,  where  is  the  difference  in 
this  case.?  The  principle  is  the  same.  Principles 
are  immutable.  The  effect  in  that  case,  (were 
these  regulations  not  enforced,)  would  be  to  make 
you  pay  double  for  your  supplies.  The  effect  in 
this  case  will  be  the  same.  Would  you  deem  it  an 
argument  against  such  salutary  regulations,  that  a 
contrary  procedure  would  certainly  enrich  the  few 
sellers  in  your  markets.?  Would  not  you,  and  the 
great  mass  of  purchasers,  feel  indignant  at  the 
suggestion?  But  here,  in  this  hall,  where  wisdom 
is  most  needed^  forsooth  it  must  be  least  used!  The 
plain  principles  of  common  sense  are  here  below 
our  notice.  Il^e  are  too  refined  for  these.  fFe  can- 
not condescend  to  use  them.  Nothing  sublunary 
will  answer  for  our  purposes.  W e must  have  some 
splendid  iheory  to  govern  us  here! 

Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  these  fantasies  should  be  expel- 
led from  these  walls.  They  are  only  calculated,  by 
heating  our  imaginations,  to  mislead  our  judgments. 
There  is  no  essential  difference  in  the  two  cases 
which  1 have  just  assimilated  to  each  other.  The 
subject  to  which  you  apply  the  principle  for  which 
I contend  is  precisely  the  same  in  its  character,  on- 
ly differing  in  extent — the  one  is  a small  communi- 
ty, the  other  a large  one— -the  one  a cWy,  the  other 
a nation. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  confessed  he  did  not  wish  to  see 
the  manufacturing  interest  thrive  to  any  great  ex- 
tent  in  this  country,  even  if  it  could  do  so  7oithont  the 
assistance  of  the  government.  The  history  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  little  experience  we  have  had  in  this 
country,  serve  to  convince  us  that  the  benefits  of 
such  an  interest  is  confined  to  a very  few.  They 
reach  not  the  mass  of  individuals  employed  in  the 
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pursuit,  but  are  confined  to  a few,  a very  few  capi- 
talists In  fact  none  but  great  capitalists  can  con- 
duct the  operations.  Gciitlenrien  may  deny  this; 
they  may  say  that  great  means  may  be  required,  yet 
the  combination  of  nvuiy  individuals  may  furnish 
these.  He  would  answer  them,  by  saying,  these 
•will  always  dwindle  down  in  number  to  a very  few, 
however  numerous  they  may  be  at  first.  In  fact, 
said  he,  a large  number  of  persons  is  not  calculated 
to  manage  any  concern.  It  will  always  be  the  ob- 
ject to  reduce  the  numbsr  of  proprietors  as  low  as 
possible,  as  who  will  confide  in  others  as  implicitly 
as  in  himself.'*  We  all  like  to  have  as  complete  a 
control  as  possible  .over  our  own  affairs.  What  is 
the  consequence  then.'*  the  greater  capitalists  even- 
tually monopolize  the  whole.  No’vV  sir,  said  Mr. 
T.  it  is  the  policy  of  our  government  to  discourage 
every  thing  which  has  a tendency  to  limit  the  pos- 
session of  wealth  to  a ftw — y et  this  evil  has  always 
attended  manufacturing  countries.  He  appealed  to 
the  present  state  of  England;  be  appealed  to  our 
own  country  for  the  truth  of  the  remark. 

The  owners  of  these  establishments  will  be  weal- 
t2iy;  but  who  are  the  persons  w’ho  will  perform  the 
labor.?  Why  sir,  a population  more  fit  for  the  foetid 
atmosphere  of  despotism  than  for  this  free  country; 
a poor,  weak,  servile  set,  ready  to  go  or  come  at 
the  beck  of  each  lordly  pro.  rietor;  prepared  to 
obey  in  every  particular,  whether  to  weave  a yard 
of  cloth  or  give  a vote  at  an  election.  A popula- 
tion, in  short,  as  slavish  in  reality,  as  the  negroes 
of  the  southern  states.  1 he  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  (Mr,  Holcombe,)  appears  to  think  different- 
ly. He  seems  to  regard  this  class  of  the  commu- 
nity with  singular  respect,  lie  tells  you  that  New 
England  is,  and  has  for  some  time  past  been,  a 
manufacturing  nation;  he  repels  (what  he  deems) 
the  foul  aspersion  cast  upon  a manufacturing  com- 
munity,  and  he  points  as  in  triumph,  to  the  achieve- 
ments of  the  gallant  Hull ! Sir,  said  Mr.T.  I fully 
sympathise  with  that  gentleman  in  the  feelings 
which  he  pours  forth,  and  the  admiration  which  he 
expresses  in  regard  to  this  distinguished  warrior. 
But,  let  me  ask  the  gentleman,  does  he  expect  to 
find  a Hull—does  he  expect  to  find  a hero  of  this 
gigantic  mould  within  the  sickly  circle  of  a manu- 
factory.? No,  sir.  He  must  look  for  him  through 
the  expansive  fields  of  your  agricultural  communi- 
ty, or  on  the  boundless  wave  of  the  ocean!  Genius 
or  valor  must  not  be  fettered  by  restraints,  or  cir- 
cumscribed in  action.  Sir,  I shall  not  attempt  to 
depict  the  population  which  we  should  have  in  the 
event  of  our  country  becoming  filled  with  manu- 
factories. I shall  not  attempt  to  draw  the  contrast 
between  these  wretches  v.^ith  which  gentlemen  are 
proposing  to  fill  this  nation,  and  the  other  classes 
of  their  countrymen,  the  sturdy  yeomanry,  who, 
during  our  late  contest,  breasted  the  invasion  of 
our  enemy,  and  the  brave  and  enterpriziug  seamen 
who  lighted  up  every  sea  with  the  splendor  of  your 
stars!  Every  one  must  see  the  difference  which 
will  exist;  every  one  must  see  the  degeneracy  which 
will  ensue.  The  preservation  of  individual  inde- 
pendence among  our  citizens  is  essential  to  the 
continuance  of  our  free  institutions.  If  we  have, 
as  yet,  in  the  northern  states,  (and  I am  willing  to 
believe  it,)  escaped  contamination,  it  is  only  be- 
cause the  agricultural  influence  is  happily  still 
greatly  predominant.  This  influence  will  daily, 
however,  become  less  operative.  The  present  slate 
of  the  manufacturing  class,  in  the  largest  manufac- 
turing country  in  the  world,  affords  of  itself  testi- 
mony of  this  certain  res^dt,  too  powerful  to  be  re- 
sisted. For  my  part,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.  I could  with 


pleasure  witness  the  combustion  of  -dmost  every 
manufacturing  establishment  as  they  may  be  erect- 
ed. I might  deeply  sympatluze  in  the  less  of  indi- 
vidtials;  but  the  individual’s  loss  would  be  the 
public’s  gain. 

Mr, 'r.  had  another  objection  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactories.  It  is  their  interest  to  pi-o- 
mote  a war.  A stale  of  v/ar  is  fiivorable  to  a more 
complete  monopoly.  They  thrive  most  when  the 
country  suffers  most.  From  the  wealth  of  their 
proprietojs,  their  influence  over  the  government 
and  its  measure.s,  v.  ouM  be  as  dangerous  as  it  would 
be  extensive;  and  God  help  us  sir,  said  he,  when  a 
monied  aristocracy  (as  a gentleman  once  forciblv 
remarked  on  tliis  floor,)  is  to  “ride  rough-shod” 
over  our  country. 

Another  effect  of  this  s\stem,  is  the  influence 
which  it  will  have  in  reducing  our  revenue,  and  in 
introducing  direct  taxes,  oppressive  in  their  effect 
and  odious  in  their  character.  Mr.T  said  he  must 
differ  from  some  gentlemen  in  regard  to  its  influ- 
ence upon  our  revenue.  He  was  confident  the  cal- 
culations upon  our  revenue  would  fail,  for  he  v/as 
sure  the  almost  total  exclusion  of  foreign  articles 
must  be  the  consequence.  We  must  then  resort  to 
direct  taxation;  and  as  the  expenses  of  our  govern- 
ment are  multiplying  every  year,  we  may  expect  to 
have  a taxgatherer  daily  spying  upon  the  privacy 
of  our  dwellings.  The  train  of  evils,  sir,  will  be 
great;  direct  taxation,  serious  injury  to  agricul- 
ture, tlie  stagnation  of  our  commerce,  and  the 
consequent  desiruction  of  our  navy!  These  are 
evils  which  (with  due  deference  to  others  who  dif- 
fer,) he  could  not  think  existed  merely  in  his  ima- 
gination. And  are  we,  said  he,  prepared  to  encoun- 
ter them.?  He  could  easily  understand  how  an  indi- 
vidual should  sacrifice  himself  for  the  benefit  of 
his  country,  but  the  doctrine  was  not  a good  one, 
in  his  view,  which  required  the  sacrifice  of  a coun- 
try for  individuals.  Are  we  again,  he  asked — he 
emphatically  asked — are  we  prepared  to  encounter 
these  evils.?  Look  at  the  extent  of  the  public  debt. 
It  is  a disgrace  to  our  country,  and  a standing  libel 
upon  the  economy  of  our  government.  And  do  we 
ever  expect  to  pay  this  debt  by  extending  bounties 
to  manufactures,  ami  excluding  the  importation  of 
foreign  articles?  If  we  do,  said  he,  we  must  adopt 
a different  kind  of  sinking  fund”  from  that  with 
which  we  have  been  so  long  gulling  the  good  peo- 
ple of  this  country. 

Another  objection  to  this  system  of  bounties,  or 
prohibition  of  foreign  importations,  (for  it  is  all  the 
same  thing,)  is,  that  the  government  cannot  secure 
to  the  object  intended  to  be  benefited,  the  benefit 
intended.  You  may  give  bounty  upon  bounty;  the 
state  governments  will  impose  tax  upon  tax — and 
where  is  this  to  end.?  Tlfe  consumers  of  the  articles 
manufactured,  have  not  only,  therefore,  to  give  the 
manufacturer  a profit  for  his  labor,  and  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  general  government,  but  they 
have  also  to  support  the  expenses  of  the  state  go- 
vernments. As  fast  as  your  general  government 
confers  a benefit,  your  state  governments  sponge  it 
up  by  taxation.  This  fact  already  exists.  The  ma- 
nufacturing establishments  in  our  country  are  al- 
ready taxed  by  their  respective  state  governments. 
The  sooner,  therefore,  we  retrace  our  steps,  the 
better. 

Besides  sir,  said  Mr.T.  I am  not  certain  that  the 
manufacturing  establishments  in  our  country  re- 
-quire  the  aid  which  is  now  asked.  They  have  many 
advantages  over  foreigners.  The  raw  material  is 
cheaper;  the  expense  attending  the  shipping  and 
unlading,  and  the  freight  and  insurance,  are  so 
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triich  to  them;  ami,  besides  this,  the  «]iitiesl 
imposed  f the  support  of  the  frnvernrrent  (whiclij 
are  novr  greater  than  the  revenue  r'^quires.)  are 
? Ided.  Th'^se  advantages,  he  thought,  should  be 
'ieerTied  suffirient;  and  so,  ifideed,  ha  was  informed 
they  •A' ere  I am  told,  said  he,  the  manufacturing 
interest  dues  not  need  any  thing  further  from  the: 
governTiem.;  and  I am  led  to  believe  that  those 
who  are  now  calling  for  assistance,  have  either  lo- 
cal difficnltles  to  contend  against,  or  are  too  impa- 
tient to  be  rich,  to  await  the  slow  profrress  of  a 
gradual  laborious  accumulation  of  wealth.  The 
husbandman  must  “toil  and  sweat”  for  his  daily 
bread,  and  must  be  contented  with  a very  moderate 
profit;  but  these  gentry  must,  with  a stroke  of  the 
political  wand,  have  a mine  of  gold  at  once  at  their 
command!  That  some  of  these  applicants  for  le 
gislative  aid,  stand  in  need  of  assistance,  he  could 
readily  believe;  and  that  many  of  them  want  capi 
TAL  A**!)  I'sntr.-TRY  BOTH,  he  could  readily  suspect. 
But  he  would  reply  to  them  as  he  would  to  any 
lazy  beggar  v ho  relies  more  upon  the  aid  of  others 
than  upon  his  owt'  industry  and  enterprise — he 
would  say,  **go  mid  work,  and  if  one  kind  of  emf>loij~ 
inent  ill  not  support  you,  try  another"  If,  how;  ver, 
he  was  not  mistaken  in  this  particular,  and  that  the 
manufacturers  generally  throughout  our  country 
were  to  be  regarded  as  petitioners  for  the  further 
extension  of  favors,  it  proved  them  to  possess  a 
degree  of  modesty  truly  remarkable!  Just  after 
the  war,  they  prayed  for  relief;  they  appealed  to 
your  sympathy,  and  assured  you  they  only  wanted 
a law  of  temporary  operation  in  their  favor.  That 
was  granted.  They  next  asked  a continuation  of 
that  law — that  was  also  granted:  and  now,  embol 
dened  by  their  success,  they  ask  you  for  a further 
encouragement  in  the  shape  of  additional  bounty! 
And  this,  too,  when  it  is  undeniable  that,  in  all  the 
establishments  properly  and  ably  conducted,  the 
profits  exceed  those  of  any  other  description  of  la- 
bor in  the  country.  He  was  credibly  informed  that 
such  establishments  yielded  7,  10, 15,  20,  and  even, 
in  one  instance,  as  high  as  thirty  per  cent.!  Neither 
Ihe  agricultural  nor  commercial  interest  of  this 
country  yields  a profit  of  more  than  five  per  cent. 
The  agricultural  interest,  in  the  quarter  of  the 
country  in  which  he  himself  lived,  does  not  yield 
ihat,  and  ibis  is  supposed  to  be  the  most  thriving 
])art  of  our  agricultural  community.  He  alluded 
particularly  to  the  cottoii  planters,  on  the  seaboard 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

He  really  hoped  that  the  committee  was  not  pre- 
pared to  treat  this  present  unreasonable  applica- 
tion in  any  other  manner  than  with  marked  disap- 
probation. 

I am  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  T.  unfriendly 
to  ALL  manufactories.  To  those  which  furnished 
materials,  essential  in  a time  of  war  for  our  nation- 
al defence,  I would  extend  every  necessary  protec- 
tion of  the  government.  The  general  Interests  of 
the  country  are  here  concerned,  and  we  ought  all 
therefore  be  willing  to  yield  up  something  for  their 
support.  It  is  a tax  paid  for  our  defence.  He  would 
howevez’,  draw  a strong  line  of  distinction  between 
the  essentials,  such  as  powder,  cannon  and  arms  of 
every  description,  and  the  mere  necessaries,  such  as 
clothing  and  other  materials  of  comfort,  a scarcity 
of  which  might  produce  inconvenience,  but  could 
not  be  fatal. 

Mr.  T.  here  took  occasion  to  remark,  that  the 
statement  made  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  manufactures  (Mr.  Tod)  of  the  com- 
parative rates  of  the  present  and  proposed  duties, 
W2S  calculated  to  mislead  a common  observer.  On 


a subject  of. such  great  national  importance,  and  on 
which  the  feelings  of  tlie  various  parts  of  our  coun- 
try are  so  highly  excited, he  couM  not  but  tbink  it 
wrong  to  produce  such  a statement  ss  l^ad  been 
presented  under  the  direction  of  the  l.onorable 
chairman,  as  a manual  for  the  use  of  i!ie  house. — 
The  statement  presents  a view  of  the  subject  in 
three  distinct  columns,  under  three  distinct  heads, 
viz:  'present  duties,^  'proposed  duties,^  'rate  of  addi~ 
tional  duty.*  Now,  for  example,  said  .Mr,  '1'.  with 
regard  to  coarse  ivooHeus,  one  would  naturally  look 
under  the  third  coUinrm  for  the  'rate  of  additional 
duly.’  This  is  there  given  ss  ‘one  fifth*  whereas, 
upwards  of  90  per  cent  will  be  paid.  Under  the 
head  of  ‘proposed  duties,”  indeed,  are  to  be  found 
the  words  and  minimum  price  of  80  cents  per  square 
yard.*  But  this  is  not  sufficient;  the  calculation 
should  have  been  extended  out  entire,  and  not  in  a 
partial  manner. 

If  the  omission  was  unintentional,  the  careless- 
ness was  culpable;  and  if  intended,  it  was  uncan- 
did,  unjust  and  highly  reprehensible. 

1 have  now  sir,  said  Mr.  T.  stated  my  general  rea- 
sons aga’nst  the  bill  before  us.  I have,  however, 
some  local  considerations  which  weigh  with  me  in 
strengthening  my  opposition  to  it.  I must,  there- 
fore, intrude  a few  moments  more  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee. 

The  operation  of  this  bill,  sir,  would  be  oppres- 
sive in  the  extreme  upon  the  southern  district  of 
thiscouniry.  I mean  the  slave-holding  slates.  The 
articles  which  are  most  wanted  by  them,  are  tliose 
upon  which  the  highest  ad  valorem  duly  is  enfixed. 

I will  instance  coarse  woollens  and  cottons,  whose 
minimum  value  is  made  to  bear  particularly  upon, 
the  character  of  goads  needed  by  the  southern 
planter.  Iron  and  steel,  articles  necessary  for  hia 
plantation  purposes,  are  also  highly  taxed — so,  also, 
are  cotton  bagging  and  osnaburgs — the  latter  mate- 
rial being  used  by  the  planter  for  the  summer  cloth- 
ing of  his  negroe.s. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  tendency  of  the  bill  before  you; 
such  will  be  its  unjust  pressure  upon  a portion  of 
the  country  already  greatly  distressed.  This  dis- 
tress is  not  imaginary.  Of  its  real  existence  any 
gentleman  can  readily  satisfy  himself  by  casting  his 
eye  over  the  advertisements  of  any  southern  news- 
paper. It  is  felt,  and  sorely  felt,  in  every  quarter, 
and  by  ever}  class  of  agriculturists  in  the  south. — 
We  do  not,  said  Mr.  T.  complain  upon  slight  occa- 
sion. No,  sir,  the  southern  stales  have  never  been 
querulous  in  their  character.  Whenever  the  na- 
tional benefit  has  been  the  object,  they  have  freely 
yielded  up  all  that  you  have  required.  They  went 
to  war  to  protect  from  search  the  merchant  vessels 
of  the  north— they  went  readily  to  war  to  protect 
the  seamen  of  the  north  from  British  impresament. 
They  could  gain  nothing  local  by  the  late  war. — 
The  general  national  honor,  and  the  local  interests 
of  the  north,  were  all  they  yielded  their  treasure 
for — were  all  they  bled  to  preserve.  You  heard  no 
complaint  during  the  war,  you  have  heard  none 
since,  where  the  improvement  of  the  public  reve- 
nue furnished  the  only  ground  for  imposing  addi- 
tional burdens  upon  them. 

We  have  in  the  south  no  antipathy  to  the  use  of 
domestic  articles.  Furnish  us  with  goods  at  the 
same  price  with  foreigners,  and  the  people  will 
give  you  the  preference.  But  it  is  impossible  the 
southern  planter  can  ever  afford  to  give  you  the 
price  at  which  you  offer  at  present  to  furnish  your 
goods.  To  compel  him,  therefore,  to  buy  at  your 
market,  is  tyraxst;  and  the  taking  advantage  of 
his  necessities,  to  exact  from  him  a higher  price 
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than  the  value  of  the  article,  is  hobheut;  and  rob- 
bery of  the  most  impudent  kind!  What,  sir,  are 
we  to  have  our  property  thus  pitifully  filched  from 
us?  Are  we  to  be  stopped,  as  it  were,  upon  the  pub- 
lic highway  of  our  industry,  and  robbed  of  our  lit- 
tle earnings''  Will  you  adopt  a system  so  fraught 
with  distress  to  a whole  country,  to  fatten  a few 
monopolists?  Are  you  prepared,  by  passing  this  in- 
fernal bill,  to  add  a poverty  which  is  already  wear- 
ing one  portion  of  our  country  to  the  bone,  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  the  appetites  of  a few  pam- 
pered nabobs?  Such  a policy  is  disgraceful  to  a 
free  people.  It  is  inconsistent  with  our  institutions, 
and  will  be  destructive  of  our  happiness.  And  is 
it  thought  that  we  will  tamely  submit  to  this  treat- 
ment? No,  sir,  we  cannot  By  heaven,  sir,  we  will 
fiot!  The  principle  of  compulsion  is  abhorrent  to 
the  nature  of  freemen.  We  must  buy  at  the  mar- 
ket pointed  out  to  us!  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  it  is  a ty- 
ranny which  I pronounce  execrable,  which  it  would 
be  disgraceful  in  us  to  submit  to,  and  is  disgraceful  in 
others  to  attempt  toinfiict.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.  I cannot 
consent  to  become  the  victim  upon  which  the  gree- 
dy spirit  of  a moneyed  aristocracy  shall  feed ! No, 
sir,  if  I am  to  yield  my  liberties  up,  let  it  be  to  some 
man  distinguished  for  superior  genius  and  generous 
ambition,  whose  views  are  not  confined  to  the  sor- 
did accumulation  of  wealth.  Let  it  be  (if  you 
please)  to  some  foreign  Napoleon,  whose  fame  is 
decked  with  the  splendor  of  a housand  victories! 
If  I am  fiited  to  kneel  before  majesty,  let  me  at 
least  see  something  that  I can  admire;  let  me  not 
have  to  bow  down  and  humble  myself  before  the 
^golden  calf!* 

Mr.  Chairman,  (continued  Mr.  T.)  1 will  not. 
trouble  the  committee  with  any  further  remarks. — 
If  I have  been  deemed  too  warm,  I hope  my  feel- 
ings will  be  attributed  to  an  honest  source.  I view 
the  system  which'  gentlemen  are  attempting  to 
establish,  as  subversive  of  t!  general  interests  of 
the  nation,  and  as  cruelly  op^  ^sive  to  some  por- 
tions of  our  country.  I regard  .c  as  not  only  im- 
politic, but  as  tyrannical~&nd,  where  impolicy  and 
tyranny  are  the  prominent  features  of  any  bill  pre- 
sented to  this  house,  I trust  it  will  not  be  deemed 
incumbent  upon  any  one  to  treat  it  with  respect  or 
forbearance. 

' 1 will  close  my  remarks,  sir,  with  moving  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

MR.  CAMBRmlFNG’s  SPEECH. 

Mr.  Cambhelewg,  of  N.  York,  thanked  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  Holcombe,)  to  v/hom 
he  had  listened  with  great  pleasure,  for  directing 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  early  histoi'y 
of  this  government.  In  the  proceedings  of  the  con- 
gre.ss  of  1789-90,  there  were  circumstances  pecu- 
liarly applicable  to  the  present  question  and  to 
this  discussion.  We  find  the  patriots  of  that  day 
debating  for  days — nay,  weeks  together,  whether 
the  duty  should  be  five  or  seven. and  a half  per 
cent,  so  cautious  were  they  in  legislating  upon  the 
essential  interests  of  their  constituents;  so  anxious 
to  guard  the  rights  and  privileges  of  their  fellow 
citizens  from  unnecessary  encroachment.  At  the 
present  day,  genilemen  talk  familiarly  of  90  and 
100  per  cent,  and  of  prohibitions!  But  the  times 
are  changed.  The  wise  and  deliberate  legislation 
of  other  days  is  no  longer  in  repute.  We  are  un- 
consciously assuming  magnificent  attributes;  fan- 
cying ourselves  wiser  than  the  ten  millions  of  free- 
men, whom  we  represent,  we  boldly  undertake,  by 
abrupt  and  violent  laws,  to  control  and  direct,  at 


our  caprice,  tlieir  capital,  enterprise  and  labor. 

He  .again  thanked  the  gentleman  for  reverting  to 
earlier  times,  for,  since  then,  another  important 
change  had  occurred  in  our  legislation.  The  su- 
perintendence of  commerce  and  manufactures  was 
once  confided  to  one  and  the  same  committee.  In 
those  times  they  marched  hand  in  hand  together. 
Cut  now  we  have  a committee  on  manufactures, 
which,  not  satisfied  with  the  care  of  that  branch  of 
industry,  with  unsolicited  liberality,  condescends 
to  -preside  over,  enlighten  and  govern  the  three 
great  interests  of  agriculture,  manufactures  and 
commerce. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  would  further  direct  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  to  the  period,  when  the  encourage- 
ment of  manufactures  in  this  country  was  consid- 
ered as  incidental  to  the  collection  of  revenue.  In 
a revision  of  the  tariff,  the  first  object  was  revenue; 
the  second,  so  to  regulate  it  as  to  favor,  wisely  and 
moderately,  the  manufactures  of  the  country.  But 
now,  for  the  first  time,  we  are  presented  with  a ta- 
riff, which,  so  far  from  haying  a view  to  revenue, 
aims  a direct  blow  at  some  of  its  most  productive 
sources.  For  the  first  time  is  it,  with  a full  trea- 
sury, broadly  proposed  to  tax  the  people  of  this 
country,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  fostering  a few  ma- 
nufactures, and  these  acknowledged  to  be  among 
the  most  flourishing  branches  of  industry  in  the 
nation, 

I regret,  said  Mr,  C.  that  whilst  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  was  eulogizing  the  beneficial  re- 
sults of  the  restrictive  system;  admiring  the  splen- 
did spectacles  exhibited  in  foreign  lands;  and  vi- 
siting, in  his  course,  the  numerous  monarchies  of 
Europe, — I regret  that,  whilst  be  was  ranging  the 
elevations  of  the  Pyrenees,  he  had  not  for  a mo- 
ment rested  upon  the  Alps;  that,  while  he  mourned 
over  ruined  republics,  he  had  neglected  to  notice 
free  and  happy  Switzerland.  The  gentleman  had 
contrasted  the  policy  of  Spain  and  Venice.  He  had 
enlarged  upon  the  present  ruined  condition  of  Spain 
— but  he  omitted  to  tell  us  what  had  become  of  the 
v/ealth  and  power  of  desolated  Venice! 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  had  particular- 
ly directed  our  attention  to  the  splendid  example 
England  now  presents  to  the  world  of  the  triumph 
of  the  restrictive  system.  The  gentleman  had  al- 
together mistaken  the  origin  of  England’s  wealth 
and  power,  and  he  had  omitted  to  tell  us,  that, 
through  the  agency  of  this  very  system,  the  wealth 
of  the  nation  iiad  been  the  more  rapidly  transferred 
from  the  mass  of  the  people  to  the  hands  of  a few: 
he  had  omitted  to  tell  us,  that  the  weight  of  this 
artificial  system,  a system  of  excise  and  restric- 
tions, is  now  pressing  heavily  upon  the  middle  and 
poorer  classes  of  the  people  of  England.  I trust, 
said  Mr.  C.  that  we  shall  never  see  this  nation  ex- 
hibit such  an  unnatural  association  of  splendor, 
wealth  and  power,  with  misery,  want  and  taxation. 
Yet,  sir,  notwithstanding  these  fatal,  but  necessary 
consequences  of  excise  and  restrictions,  are  we 
constantly  admonished  to  look  to  England,  and  to 
imitate  a policy,  productive  of  all  the  evils  which 
can  afilict  and  subdue  mankind.  But,  continued 
he,  in  relation  to  her  wealth  and  power,  had  the 
gentleman  marked  the  present  condition  of  England 
attentively;  had  he  looked  to  the  existing  founda- 
tions of  her  wealth  and  power,  it  might  have  oc- 
curred to  him,  that  all  the  consequences  of  her  sys- 
tem are  not  yet  revealed.  It  might  have  occurred 
to  him  that  this  magnificent  structure  might  vanish 
with  the  destruction  of  her  artificial  system,  and 
leave  her,  on  a larger  scale,  the  picture  cf  ruined 
Venice. 
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The  gentleman  from  N w Jersey,  said  Mr.  C.  has 
reiterated  thij  old  argument,  (repealed  yesterday 
by  the  chairraaftof  ll»e  comroiltee  on  manufactures) 
that  we  are  in  iebied  to  the  tarifl'  of  1816  for  the 
ample  supply  and  law  price  of  manufactures. 

Those  who  fancy  themselves  able  to  guide  the 
destinies  of  natioua,  and  to  w'atch  the  approach  of 
political  storm.s  a prophet’s  eye,  believe  that 

there  is  some  magic  in  their  laws,  and  attribute  to 
them  alone  the  clianges  which  are  perpetually  oc 
ettrring  in  the  industry  of  nations.  Elevaied  in  their 
views,  they  overlook  the  simple,  natural  and  mani- 
fest Causes,  which  lead  evidently  to  the  results 
they  perceive.  Thus  it  is,  that  gentlemen,  in  this 
instance  overlook  the  farts,  that  the  raw  material 
has  fallen  from  33  to  10  ceuis  per  pound;  that  the 
wages  of  the  laborer  liave  also  diminished;  w’hile 
the  genius  of  Arkwright  has  been  gradually  spread- 
ing its  creative  influence  throughout  the  Christian 
world.  This  country  was  designed  by  nature,  if 
ever  country  was,  for  this  manufacture;  the  raw 
material  is  here  in  rich  abundance,  and  the  chief 
impediment  to  th.e  prosperity  of  the  rnamifacture 
had  been  removed,  in  the  s»»bstituiion  of  machinery 
for  manual  labor.  He  procee<led  to  observe, that  the 
25percenl  minimum  valuation  of  1816,  v/hilst  it  cre- 
ated a monopoly,  which  congress  did  not  at  that  time 
intend,  was  altogether  needless  as  an  encouragenient 
to  the  manufacture.  Hut,  said  he,  uselessly  or  not, 
the  minimum  valuation  had  been  adopted;  the  faith 
of  the  nation  was  pledged  to  the  manufacturers  for 
its  continuance.  He  would  be  now  unwilling  to 
abolish  it,  but  he  should  have  been  more  unwilling 
to  have  established  it  orginally.  Its  existence  had  a 
tendency  to  keep  the  manufacture  from  falling  as 
low  in  price  as  it  would  wiihout  it;  and  the  10  to 
20  per  cent  annual  dividend  upon  the  capital  em- 
ployed,  is  proof  incontrovertible  that  capital  is  still 
Jlotving  into  that  channel,  and  that  the  supply  of  the 
manufacture  is  not  equal  to  the  demands  of  the  coun- 
try. 

But  granting  all  that  gentlemen  require;  grant- 
ing that  the  tariff  of  1816  has  produced,  of  itself, 
this  result,  as  to  cotton  manufactures,  with  what 
propriety  can  they  urge  it  as  an  argument  in  favor 
of  a prohibitory  duty  on  v/oollens  and  linens.'*  Is 
there  a prospect  here  of  a like  success.'*  Has  ma- 
chinery been  so  entirely  substituted  for  the  labor 
of  man  in  these  manufactures?  Have  we  the  sur- 
plus population  to  authorize  us  to  make  the  expe- 
vimeni  ? Have  the  manufactures  of  woollens  and 
linens,  in  other  countries,  sprang  up  like  the  cot- 
ton manufactures  as  it  were  in  a day,  under  the 
genius  of  Arkwright?  No,  sir,  they  are  the  slow 
work  of  time  and  experience.  Before  gentlemen 
tax  the  people  of  this  country  with  dutie.s  of  50 
and  100  per  cent,  they  would  do  well  to  deliberate 
on  the  experiment  they  are  about  to  make — on  the 
formidable  and  permanent  monopolies  they  are 
about  to  establish. 

But  let  us  waive  all  argument  for  a moment,  and 
call  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  manufactures  to  the  bill  itself,  wljich  is  cer- 
tainly at  war  with  the  very  pi  inciples  in  which  it  is 
.said  to  be  founded. 

The  object  of  the  bill,  as  expres.sed  in  the  title, 
is  “further  to  encourage  certain  manufactures.” — 
Is  it  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  cordage  that 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  proposes  nearly  to 
double  the  duty  on  hemp,  the  raw  material?  I> 
this  duty  to  encourage  one  of  the  most  important 
and  extensive  manufactures  of  the  country,  the 
mainstay  of  commerce  and  one  of  the  great  instru 
ments  of  war?  Is  it  to  encourage  manufactures  that 


it  is  proposed  to  double  the  dutv  on  lead?  Next  we 
have  b;tr  iron,  midway  between  a raw  muterial  and 
a manufacture.  In  1790,  Mr.  Hamilton  doubted 
the  policy  of  imposing  any  duty  at  all  on  this  article. 

It  is  used  as  a raw  material  in  the  most  extensive 
and  valuable  manufactures  of  the  country;  for  all 
implements  of  agriculture  and  for  ship  building. 

Is  it  proposed  to  increase  the  duly  on  bar  iron,  to 
encourage  these  es.sential  maniifactures?  It  was 
unnecessary  to  go  further  into  detail.  He  would, 
however,  suggest  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
the  prrpriety  of  amending  the  title  of  the  bill,  that 
it  might  accord  with  its  principles  and  provisions, 
rhat  it  might  be  entitled  “A  bill  for  the  further 
encouragement  of  certain  manufactures,  and  for  the 
destruction  of  many.” 

And  what,  sir,  said  Mr.  C.  are  those  weighty 
c.auses  which  have  produced  this  call  upon  the 
house,  at  a moment  of  profound  peace,  of  general  ' 
prosperity,  and  with  a full  treasury,  to  lax  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  further  to  encourage 
branches  of  industry,  the  most  flourishing  and  pro- 
fitable in  the  country.^  We  are,  with  prophetic 
gravity,  informed  tlial  the  country  is  on  the  verge 
of  ruin;  that  exchange  is  against  us;  that  our  spe- 
cie is  rapidly  leaving  us,  and  that  there  is  an  alarm- 
ing balance  of  trade.  We  are  deluged  with  the  es- 
say.s of  those  devoted  to  the  cause  of  manufactures, 
to  persuade  us  that  nothing  but  the  intervention  of 
congress  can  save  the  country  from  approaching 
ruin.  And  these  grave  arguments  were  yesterday 
reiterated  by  the  chairman  of  llie  committee  on 
manufactures.  This,  sir,  is  not  the  first  nation 
which  has  been  ruined  by  these  apparitions.  These 
speculations  on  specie  and  the  balance  of  trade  are 
among  the  superstitions  of  mankind;  they  have  oc- 
casionally, for  two  centuries,  afflicted  even  states- 
men with  the  most  gloomy  apprehensions.  There 
is  no  novelty  in  the  lamentations  of  the  day.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Tod)  is  fond  of 
such  researches,  he  will  find  the  originals  in  many 
a French  and  English  quarto.  France,  impoverish- 
ed, desolate  and  wretched,  at  the  close  of  the  wars 
of  Louis  Xiy.  is  supposifed  by  one  grave  historian, 
to  have  been  brought  to  this  verge  of  bankruptcy 
and  ruin  by  the  exportation  of  specie  to  the  East, 
and  the  balance  of  trade!  In  Europe,  and  particu- 
larly in  England,  rapacious  ministers  have,  from 
time  to  time,  made  use  of  these  supers’ itions  to 
impose  additional  taxes  on  the  people.  Here,  they 
have  been  introduced  to  answer  the  purposes  of 
personal  ambition  and  individual  interest.  Their 
consequences  might  be  fatal  to  our  confederacy: 
exciting  an  unnatural  jealousy  between  the  north 
and  the  south — between  our  fellow  citizens  in  the 
west  and  those  on  our  Atlantic  border;  creating 
perpetual  hostility  between  brethren  of  tlie  same 
great  family,  who  should  pursue  their  labors  in  har- 
mony and  fellowship.  Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  observe, 
that  it  must  be  in  some  measure  idle  to  speculate 
on  the  exchange  between  two  countries,  in  one  of 
which  silver  is  the  currency  established  by  law; 
while  in  the  other  it  is  a mere  article  of  merchan- 
dize. The  existing  premium  upon  specie  bears  no 
proportion  whatever  to  the  existing  and  nominal 
rate  of  exchange. 

But  our  specie  is  leaving  us.  Gentlemen  do  not 
perceive  that  specie  is  performing  eternal  circle* 
in  executing  the  offices  of  trade  throughout  tlie 
world.  They  lament  its  departure  from  the  coun- 
try, but  never  enquire  whence  or  how  they  came 
hither?  They  seem  to  derive  no  consolation  froi.n 
the  knowledge,  that  the  specie  we  have,  whatever 
be  its  amount,  was  obtained  through  the  agency  of 
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that  commerce  whose  interests  and  rights  tills  bill 
proposes  to  trample  upon. 

But  the  most  alarming  evil  we  have  yet  to  notice 
— the  balance  of  trade.  It  is  unnecessary,  said  Mr, 
C.  to  fatigue  the  committee  with  detailing  the  man- 
ifold errors  of  those  who  undertake  to  ruin  the  na- 
tion, through  the  frightful  agency  of  this  appari- 
tion; and  he  would  leave  it,  with  a remark  or  two. 
According  to  this  novel  system,  we  are  debited 
with  our  imports,  and  credited  with  our  exports. 
The  entire  value  of  the  commerce  of  the  nation  is 
omitted  in  the  account.  And  who,  but  one  inspir- 
ed, can  estimate  with  accuracy  the  millions  which 
commerce  is  annually  adding  to  the  wealth  of  the 
nation,  through  its  labor,  its  freight  and  its  profits? 
Who  can  estimate  the  value  of  alt  these  to  the 
most  enterprizing  of  commercial  nations?  These 
millions,  which  it  is  impossible  even  to  estimate, 
are  annually  added  to  the  amount  of  our  returns, 
and,  according  to  the  theory  of  gentlemen,  aug- 
ment the  balance  of  trade  against  us.  In  a ratio 
to  the  increased  activity  and  prosperity  of  our 
commerce,  is  this  unfavorable  balance  of  trade 
nominally  augmented.  Thus,  by  a singular  per- 
version of  all  calculation,  the  signs  of  our  pros- 
perity are  changed  into  alarming  omens  of  ap- 
proaching ruin  to  the  nation.  In  years  of  peace 
and  prosperity,  this  nation  has  always,  in  the  ag- 
gregate, imported  more  than  it  has  exported:  and 
such  must  inevitably  be  the  case  with  every  nation, 
where  commerce  is  worth  pursuing. 

But  these,  said  Mr.  C,  were  unprofitable  specula- 
tions; and  he  should  not  have  indulged  even  in 
these  remarks  upoi}  them,  but  for  the  perseverance 
with  which  they'bad  been  again  enlisted  in  the  de- 
bate. These  are  not  the  serious  arguments  against 
which  we  have  to  contend:  we  are  called  upon,  said 
he,  by  an  authority,  and  one  which  he  highly  re- 
spected,— by  the  highest  authority  in  the  nation,  ro 
tax  the  people  of  this  country  -with  a system  of  restric- 
tions, because,  hoxoever  wise  in  the  abstract,  other  na- 
tions xvill  not  adopt  the  free  system.  What  he  deem- 
ed to  be  the  error  here,  is  not,  in  this  maxim,  but 
in  the  application  of  it,  as  he  would  show,  to  the 
bill  to  which  reference  was  made. 

As  this  continued  Mr.  C.  is  the  boundary  between 
the  two  parties,  and  as  we  here  approach  the  point 
in  which  the  question  turns,  he  v/ould  ask  the  par- 
ticular attention  of  the  committee.  It  was  the 
more  important,  because  the  best  interests  of  the 
nation  depended  upon  a wise  discrimination  be- 
tween two  classes  of  restrictions,  which  gentlemen 
were  perpetually  blending  together,  although  they 
were  entirely  different  in  their  operations  on  indus- 
try. 

*Slr,  said  Mr.  C.  there  are  two  classes  of  restric- 
tions: the  one,  external  in  its  ciiaracter,  and  def-n- 
si-QC — the  other,  internal  and  offensive.  He  was  ve- 
ry far  from  contending  against  the  propriety  and 
wisdom  of  the  first  class.  It  is  one  of  the  great 
duties  :md  attributes  of  every  government,  to  watch 
over  the  interests  of  the  nation  confided  to  its 
care;  and  whenever  a foreign  government  passes  a 
law,  or  issues  a decree,  calculated  to  agitate  the  in- 
dustry  of  our  country,  or  to  throw  its  capital  and 
labor  out  of  existing,  into  new  channels,  it  becomes 
our  iluty,  as  it  is  unquestionably  our  right,  to  meet 
such  law  or  decree  with  rigorous  and  prompt  re- 
strictions. But  gentlemen  are  bound  to  show  us 
this  foreign  law  or  decree,  when  they  call  on  us  to 
perform  this  duty.  Whenever  they  do  so,  we  shall 
be  ready  to  go  wdth  them,  hand  in  hand:  we  shall 
never  be  behind  them  in  any  measure  truly  intend- 


ed to  protect  the  industry  of  our  country  from  in- 
jury, through  the  act  of  any  foreign  government. 
And  now  let  us  apply  this  well  esiabli-hed  princi- 
ple to  the  bill  in  question.  What  are  iig  pro^iinf^nt 
features?  A large  increase  of  duties  is  proposed  on 
iron,  hemp  and  woollens.  Had  the  high  authority 
to  which  he  had  referrrecl,  communicated  to  the 
house  the  knowledge  of  any  foreign  decree  or  law, 
touching  these  articles?  Has  the  chairm.an  of  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  the  knowledge  of  such 
decree  or  law?  There  is  no  such  decree  or  law  in 
existence.  And  yet,  we  have  been  called  upon  to 
adopt  these  measures,  w’hich  nothing  but  some  such 
necessity  could  require  or  warrant. 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  to  shew  wliat  were  the 
laws  of  liussia,  Sweden  and  England,  relating  <o 
hemp,  iron  and  woollens.  Russia,  he  said,  grants 
no  bounty,  she  charges,  whether  wisely  or  unwisely, 
an  export  duty  on  hemp.  Sweden  grants  no  bounty, 
but  charges  an  export  duty  on  iron.  The  very  re- 
verse of  the  causes  which  should  authorize  coun- 
teracting restrictions.  England  grants  no  bounty 
on  woollens;  and  there  is  no  new  law  or  decree  of 
England  granting  a bounty  on  any  one  article  em- 
braced in  this  tariff.  The  bounties  on  linens  and 
glass  are  of  ancient  date;  some  as  old  as  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne;  and  these  the  British  government 
would  willingly  abolish,  but  it  cannot.  But,  even 
if  it  could  be  shewn  that  a bounty  was  granted,  he 
should  contend  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  this  country, 
unless  it  was  under  a ne-w  act,  and  calculated  to  dis- 
turb some  existing  branch  of  industry  in  our  own 
country.  He  again  called  on  gentlemen  to  point 
out  the  foreign  act  or  decree  calculated  to  disturb 
any  existing  branch  of  industry  in  the  country,  and 
he,  for  one,  should  be  ready  to  meet  it.  Such  would 
be  of  an  external  character,  and  strictly  within 
the  province  of  the  national  government,  whose 
right  and  duty  it  was,  he  repeated,  promptly  to 
counteract  every  hostile  movement  of  a foreign  go- 
vernment. 

But  when  a foreign  people,  v/iibout  the  assistance 
of  their  government,  simply  through  the  agency  of 
nature,  or  from  the  experience  of  ages,  from  their 
wealth  or  population,  are  enabled  to  supply  our 
wants  at  a cheaper  rate  than  they  can  be  supplied 
within  our  own  country,  it  would,  he  submitted,  be 
unwise  in  us,  as  legislators,  to  attempt  the  unpro- 
fitable experiment  of  creating  or  sustaining  the 
home  supply,  through  the  instrumentality  of  re- 
strictive or  prohibitory  laws.  Here  we  leave  the 
class  of  defensive  and  wise  restrictions  behind  us: 
we  reach  the  class  of  offensive  and  unprofitable  re- 
strictions. It  is  not  upon  foreign  governments  we 
m.<ike  v/ar;  but  we  commence  a speculative  and 
blind  warfare  upon  the  knowledge,  ingenuity,  en- 
terprise, and  industry  of  mankind;  and  the  expense 
of  this  experimental  war,  we  raise  by  heavy  taxes 
upon  our  fellow  citizens.  This  is  that  famous  sys- 
tem of  internal  restrictions,  which  favors  some 
branches  of  industry  at  the  expense  of  others,  and 
capriciously  transfers  capital  and  labor  out  of  exist-« 
.ing,  into  new  employments:  and  this  is  the  essen- 
tial principle  of  the  bill  in  question.  Gentlemen 
should  recollect  that  the  industry  of  the  coun- 
try is  at  all  times  sufficiently  agitated  by  the  natu- 
ral and  political  vicissitudes  incident  to  nations;  and 
that  the  abrupt  transfers  of  capital  and  labor,  the 
consequence  of  these  agitations,  ought  never  to  be 
multiplied  by  legislation.  Such  is  the  experimental 
system;  a system  harmonious  with  the  forms  of  Eu- 
ropean governments;  springing  from,  and  matured 
through,  a necessity  for  taxation. 

But,  said  Mr.  C.  whatever  may  have  been  the  sys  - 


NILES’  IIEGISTEU-SUP.  TO  VOL.  XXlf— MARINE  RAIL-WAY. 


1T5 


tern  or  practice  of  Europpan  monarchies  in  this 
novel  mode  of  sporting  with  the  rights  and  proper- 
ty of  men,  we  should  recollect  that  we  are  legislat 
ing  for  a confederacy  of  free  stales,  associated  Cor 
the  purpose  of  common  defence.  lie  was  not  «lis 
posed  VO  discuss  the  meaning  of  words,  or  to  say 
much  of  constructive  or  i.ncidental  powers.  He 
was  aw.'*.rethat  all  constitutional, doubts  were  gene- 
rally received  by  the  house  with  levity.  lie  re- 
gretted to  see  it — he  regretted  that,  in  the  short 
term  of  thirty  years,  there  seemed  to  have  arisen 
an  increased  desire  to  enlarge  powers  of  the  na 
tional  goveriv.Tient.  He  would  remind  gentlemen, 
who  were  disposed  to  indulge  in  this  magnificent 
sclteme  of  government,  that,  during  the  short  pe 
riod  of  our  political  existence,  we  had  witnessed 
the  growth  of  many  incidental  and  construe!  ive 
powers,  of  a gigantic  form.  He  would  warn  those 
who  were  disposed  to  give  this  creative  character 
to  the  constitution,  to  forbear,  lest  the  weight  of 
these  mighty  limbs  should  bear  down  the  venera- 
ble trunk,  from  whence,  we  are  told,  they  derived 
their  origin.  He  believed  with  the  gentlemen  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth),  that  it  was  never  contem- 
plated by  tlie  framers  of  the  constitutiou,  to  con- 
fer on  this  confederated  government  the  absolute 
power  to  make  one  section  of  the  Union  tributary 
to  the  other,  or  to  bind  the  Atlantic  states  in  a vas- 
salage to  those  which  might  arise  in  the  west. — 
Had  the  bread  principles  now  assumed  been  advo- 
cated in  the  convention  which  framed  our  constitu- 
tion, we  should  not  now  be  assembled  to  deliberate 
or  legislate. 

'riiis  is  an  untimely  call  upon  the  nation  to  make 
sacrifices  for  the  benefit  of  particular  branches  of 
industry.  The  lamentations  W'hich  we  bear,  are 
but  the  subsiding  echoes  of  the  calamities  incident 
to  war.  Agriculture,  manufactures  and  commerce 
v.'ere  necessarily  subjected  to  the  agitations  arising 
out  of  the  former  restrictions,  the  violent  convul- 
sions of  our  late  war,  and  the  abrupt  transition  from 
v.'ar  to  peace.  When  peace  returned,  all  were  de- 
pressed; but  all  are  now  rapidly  recovering  under 
its  genial  influence,  and  the  industry  of  the  nation 
is  gradually  approaching  that  regular  and  settled 
character,  which  most  contributes  to  the  happiness 
and  wealth  of  the  nation.  It  is  not  necessary  for  us 
to  disturb  the  people  of  this  country  by  furnishing 
new  inducements  to  speculation  and  ruin.  No  re- 
vision of  the  tariff,  at  least  on  the  principles  recog- 
nized in  this  bill,  is  required  by  the  country.  VVe 
have  been  constantly  changing  and  augmenting  our 
duties  during  the  last  thirty  years:  this  fluctuating 
policy  is  injurious  Vo  all  classes.  All  that  our  man- 
ufacturers require,  is  more  uniformity  and  stabili- 
ty in  legislation:  the  rate  of  duty  is  not  so  import- 
ant as  its  permanency. 

He  trusted  the  government  would  guard  the 
rights  and  interests  of  every  branch  of  industry  in 
the  nation;  that  it  would  ever  continue  W’hat  its 
framers  intended  it  to  be — parental  in  its  charac- 
ter; and  that  it  never  would  become,  by  an  abuse  of 
its  powers,  express  or  incidental,  absolute  and  des- 
p otic. 


Rodgers’  Marine  Rail- Way. 

»^Iessa^e  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  up- 
on  the  subject  of  commodore  Rodgers*  JMarine  Rail- 
"way,  or  Inclined  Plane. — Jan.  27,  1823,  read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  naval  affairs. 

To  t!ie  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States— 

1 transmit  herewith,  a letter  from  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  containing  one  from  captain  John  Rod- 


gers, president  of  tlie  naval  board,  accompanied  by 
a description  of  the  Inclined  Plane,  Dock,  and  Fix- 
tures, for  hauling  up  ships,  and  an  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  materials  and  workmanship  necessary  for 
the  completion  of  a dock  and  wharves,  proposed  to 
be  connected  with  the  Inclined  Plane  constructed 
at  the  navy  yard,  Washington,  and  recommend  the 
same  to  the  attentive  consideration  of  congress. 

U is  confidently  believed  that  this  invention  com- 
bines  advantages  so  highly  useful,  as  to  justify  the 
appropriation  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

.Vary  Department^  Jan.  17<A,  1823. 

Sir:  1 have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  consider- 
ation a letter  received  from  captain  John  Rodgers, 
president  of  the  naval  board,  accompanied  by  a de- 
scription of  the  Inclined  Plane  and  Dock,  and  a spe- 
cification of  their  properties  and  advantages  for 
building,  preserving  and  repairing  ships  of  war  of 
every  class. 

I have  carefully  examined  the  subject  detailed  in 
these  papers,  and  fully  accord  with  the  president 
of  the  naval  board  as  to  the  utility  and  great  im- 
portance of  the  Inclined  Plane  and  Dock,  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  the  specification;  and  I re- 
commend the  same  to  your  favorable  consideration, 
with  a view  to  obtain  your  sanction  to  an  applica- 
tion to  congress  for  an  appropriation  of  a sum  of 
money  sufficient  for  the  construction  of  a dock  and 
wharves,  in  connection  with  the  Inclined  Plane 
erected  in  the  navy  yard,  Washington. 

I transmit,  herewith,  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
materials  and  workmanship  deemed  necessary  by 
Mr.  Doughty,  the  naval  constructor,  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  dock  and  wharves  contemplated  to  be 
constructed  at  the  navy  yard,  if  the  same  shall 
meet  your  approbation,  and  an  appropriation  be  ob- 
tained for  the  object. 

A model  and  draught  of  the  dock  and  wharves 
are  deposited  in  this  department,  and  they  will  be 
submitted  to  examination,  and  the  several  parts  be 
fully  explained  by  captain  Rodgers,  at  any  place 
that  may  be  designated  as  most  convenient  for  the 
purpose. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 

Washington^  23d  Dec.  1822. 

Sir;  The  accompanying  description  and  specifi- 
cation as  to  the  properties  and  advantages  of  the 
Inclined  Plane  and  Dock,  for  preserving,  building 
and  repairing  ships  of  every  class,  are  respectfully 
submitted  to  your  consideration.  The  invention  is 
of  so  much  national  importance,  in  my  estimation, 
as  to  induce  me  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased 
to  examine  it  particularly;  and,  should  the  result 
of  such  exainination,  produce  in  your  mind  the 
same  conviction  that  it  has  in  mine,  I would,  re- 
spectfully, request  of  you  to  lay  the  subject  before 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  will  dis- 
pose of  it  in  such  a manner  as  the  best  interests  of 
the  nation  may,  in  his  opinion,  require. 

The  experiment  made  at  this  yard,  under  manv 
disadvantages,  has  established  the  fact,  that  a ship 
of  any  magnitude  may  be  hauled  up  on  an  inclined 
plane,  and  placed  under  cover,  perfectly  protected 
from  the  sun,  rain,  &c.  without  incurring  the  least 
risk;  and  universal  experience  proves,  that  a vessel 
placed  in  such  a situation,  may  be  preserved  for  al- 
most any  length  of  time.  The  frigate  Potomac, 
the  vessel  hauled  up,  may  he  seen  under  a house  at 
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the  navy  yard,  where  she  may  be  preserved,  ivithout 
further  expense she  shall  be  required  for  actu- 
al service. 

The  whole  plan,  which  is  shown  in  the  drawings 
herewith,  embraces  a dock  and  wharves  on  each 
side,  in  addition  to  the  inclined  plane  and  house,  as 
now  erected  in  this  yard.  Such  dock  and  wharves 
would  aflord  all  the  advantages  and  facilities  of  any 
other  dock  now  in  use,  intended  for  the  repair  of 
vessels,  w'hile  they  can  be  completed  for  less  than 
one  sixth  of  the  expense  of  such  as  are  used  by 
other  nations,  for  similar  purposes.  It  is  believed 
that  the  sum  of  ^40,000  would  be  sufficient  to 
complete  the  dock  and  wharves. 

From  various  experiments  made  since  the  Poto- 
mac was  hauled  up,  it  has  been  satisfactorily  ascer- 
tained, that  by  using  friction  rollers,  as  suggested 
in  the  specification,  the  time  required  and  power 
necessary  to  haul  a ship  up,  may  be  diminished  so 
far,  that  the  expenses  of  the  operation  would  not 
amount  to  a sum  worthy  of  any  consideration. — 
With  a plane  having  the  inclination  of  the  ways  on 
which  ships  are  ordinarily  built,  140  men  with  three 
three  fold  purchases,  (falls  of  ten  inch  rope)  would, 
I am  fully  persuaded,  be  sufficient  to  haul  up,  at 
the  rate  of  four  feet  in  a minute,  the  largest  three 
decker  in  the  world,  and  this  too,  without  strain- 
ing her  in  the  slightest  degree. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  Smith  Thompson, 

Secretary  »f  the  JVavy. 

General  description  of  Rodgers*  Marine  Rail  tvay, 

or  Inclined  Plane^  Dock  and  Fixtures^  for  hauling 

up  ships.** 

Two  walls,  of  stone  or  brick,  solid  or  arched  as 
far  as  high  water  mark,  or  a double  tier  of  piles, 
firmly  driven  and  so  braced  transversely,  diagonal- 
ly and  horizontally,  that  each  pile  by  which  the 
plane  or  rail  way  is  supported,  shall  receive  its  ne- 
cessai’y  proportion  of  the  weight  it  is  intended  to 
bear  in  a perpendicular  direction,  without  in  any 
degree  being  liable  to  the  effect  of  lateral  pressure, 
which  is  to  be  carefully  guarded  against.  These 
walls,  or  tiers  of  piles,  are  erected  or  driven  paral- 
lel to  each  other,  at  such  distance  apart,  depth 
and  height,  and  projecting  so  far  into  the  water,  as 
to  adapt  them  to  the  largest  size  vessel  proposed 
to  be  hauled  up  for  repair  or  preservation,  or  to  be 
built  and  launched.  They  are  raised  or  driven  so 
as  to  form  inclined  planes,  (precisely)  of  the  same 
height  and  inclination.  The  inclination  may  be  as 
much  as  half  of  an  inch  to  a foot,  or  more  if  neces- 
sary: though  the  greater  the  inclination,  the  great, 
ermust  necessarily  be  the  purchase  to  haul  up  a 
vessel.  Above  high  water  mark,  on  fast  ground, 
strong  pillars  of  stone,  or  substantial  wood  piles, 
must  be  used,  and  the  walls  or  tiers  of  piles  may 
be  extended  at  pleasure. 

On  these  walls  or  tiers  of  piles,  two  platforms  or 
rail  ways  are  erected,  fixed  and  braced  so  as  to  be 
immovable,  the  inner  sides  forming  clear  uninter- 
rupted  parallel  lines,  of  20  inches  width,  more  or 
less,  and  constituting  what  is  called  the  ways. — 
These  ways  may,  and  for  very  heavy  vessels  ought 
to  be,  plated  with  iron,  or  other  metallic  substance. 
The  surface  may  be  perfectly  smooth,  or  grooved 
so  as  to  admit  cylinders  on  the  male  and  female 
groove,  or  friction  rollers.  The  sides  of  the  cra- 
dle, which  move  on  these  ways,  and  come  immedi- 
ately in  contact  with  them,  ought  also,  for  very 
heavy  vessels,  to  be  plated  underneath  with  iron, 


or  other  metallic  substance,  and  may  be  perfectly 
smooth,  or  grooved  so  as  to  admit  cylinders  or  the 
male  and  female  groove  or  friction  rollers,  adapt- 
ing them  to  lite  ways,  and  easing  the  friction.  The 
inner  sides  of  the  ribbands  to  be  fixed  with  friction 
rollers,  and  the  outer  sides  of  the  slides  plated 
with  irrn,  or  other  metallic  substance — or  the  out- 
er sides  of  the  slide's  may  be  fixed  w'ith  friction 
rollers^  and  the  inner  sides  of  the  ribbands  plated. 

In  the  experiment  made  of  hauling  up  the  frigate 
Potomac,  it  was  the  object  of  the  inventor  to  de- 
monstrate the  correctness  of  the  principle  at  the 
least  expense,  consistently  with  public  utility.  He 
Was  fully  apprized  of  the  various  means,  hiiherto 
discovered  and  used,  by  wliich  friction  and  tue  at- 
traction of  cohesion  might  be  overcome;  but  he 
was  at  the  same  time  sensible,  that  the  adoption  of 
those  means  would  ur, avoidably  involve  additional 
expense.  Pf-rfectly  confident  of  success  wi  hout 
them,  from  a full  persuasion  that  the  principle  was 
correct;  a confidence  arising  from  his  own  long  and 
deliberate  reffetctions  on  the  subject,  and  from  a 
successful  experiment  on  a small  scale,  he  made 
the  experiment  of  hauling  up  the  Potomac  in  the 
presence  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
senators  and  representatives,  heads  of  departments, 
foreign  ministers,  and  a numerous  concourse  of  cit- 
izens, without  any  apprehensions  as  to  the  result, 
using  only  for  both  slides  and  ways,  wood  of  per- 
fectly smooth  surfaces.  He  well  knew  that  two 
soft  yielding  bodies,  pressing  against  each  other 
with  a weight  equal  to  1,700  tons,  would  occasion 
great  friction  and  cohesion.  Yet,  notwulhstanding 
these  great  disadvantages,  the  experiment  fully 
confirmed  his  anticipations,  and  the  ship  was  hauled 
up  with  comparative  e^se  and  perfect  safety. 

By  rail  ways  or  inclined  planes,  thus  constructed, 
ships  of  every  class,  ffoin  a first  rate  down  to  a 
schooner,  may  be  drawn  up  with  ease  and  conveni- 
ence, under  a house  above  high  water  mark,  either 
fop  preservation  or  repair;  or  a ship  may  be  built 
under  a Iiouse,  having  such  ways  attached  to  it, 
and  launched  with  more  facility  and  ease,  and  at 
the  same  time  without  any  of  the  risks  of  straining 
or  hogging  her,  incident  to  every  mode  cf  launch- 
ing now  in  use. 

They  have  important  advantages  over  the  docks 
now  in  use,  of  hauling  up  for  preservation  one  or 
mot  e ships,  according  to  the  extent  of  the  plane; 
while,  at  the  same  time,  tlie  space  between  the  rail- 
ways, at  the  outer  part  of  the  planes,  projecting  in- 
to the  water,  forms  a complete  wet  and  dry  dock 
for  repairing  vessels  of  every  denominalion,  with 
the  greatest  ease,  convenience,  and  expedition. — 
To  make  the  outer  part  of  the  plane  a dry  and  wet 
dock,  nothing  more,  it  will  be  observed,  is  neces- 
sary,  than  to  build  a narrow  wharf  on  each  side,  20 
or  30  feet  wide,  according  to  the  depth  of  water 
and  strength  required,  parallel  to  the  inside  of,  but 
embracing  both  tiers  of  piles,  so  as  to  form  a gun 
wharf  on  one  side,  and  a spar  wharf,  or  wharf  for 
any  other  purpose,  on  the  other  side,  of  such  di- 
mensions as  may  be  required.  The  inner  part  of 
the  dock  thus  formed,  ought  to  be  faced  with  stone, 
by  which  means  it  will  be  rendered  permanent. — 
In  the  experiment  already  made  in  hauling  up  the 
frigate  Potomac,  of  1780  tons  weight,  including 
the  chains,  beams,  &c.  confining  the  cradle  in  which 
she  was  suspended,  there  was  nothing  to  give  effi- 
ciency to  the  piles  on  which  the  planes  or  rail  ways 
rested,  but  wooden  braces  or  shores  to  prevent  lat- 
eral pressure;  of  course,  the  two  wharves  before 
mentioned  would,  in  addition  to  them,  not  only 
render  the  work  permanent,  but  insure  it  against 
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t!ie  effect  of  lateral  pressure.  In  some  situations, 
building'  several  successive  planes  abreast  of  each 
other,  at  the  required  distances  apart,  might  be 
found  expedient,  and  probably  more  economical, 
than  to  give  them  great  extent  in  lenglli.  For  in 
stance,  three  planes  properly  constructed,  the  cen- 
tre one  proportionahly  stronger  than  either  of  the 
others,  because  it  would  have  two  ways,  one  on 
each  side,  wotild  admit  of  one  or  more  vessels 
abreast,  and  there  would  be  a .saving  in  the  cost. 

>on  HATtLi'^o  vr. 

Ileam  pieces  of  sufficient  size  and  length,  and 
scarfed  in  the  middle  for  convenience,  are  placed 
athwart  the  vessel,  through  each  lower  gun-deck 
port,  projecting  sufficiently  from  the  sides  of  the 
vessel  so  as  to  embrace,  witl)  firmness,  the  sides  of 
the  cradle  on  which  she  is  drawn  out  of  the  water;  j 
and  to  eflipct  this  by  uniting  all  parts  firmly,  blocks 
under  the  beams,  of  size  to  corresponding  to  the 
sheer  of  the  vessel,  are  placed  so  as  to  make  the 
plane  of  the  lower  surface  of  tfie  slides  of  the  cra- 
dle correspond  with  the  surface  of  the  plane  oh 
which  she  is  hauled  up.  To  these  beams,  blocked 
and  wedged  according  to  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide, 
or  length  of  piles,  and  secured  both  above  and  be- 
low, as  well  as  laterally,  by  braces  connecting  them 
to  the  vessel,  so  as  effectually  to  prevent  their 
yielding,  in  any  degree,  from  the  position  they  are 
meant  to  maintain,  and  connected  underneath  by 
the  slide  part  of  the  cradle,  on  each  side  the  cra- 
dle is  firmly  attached. 

The  cradle  consists  of  various  parts,  shown  in 
the  drawings;  and  among  others,  the  following: 

The  slides,  which  come  immediately  in  contact 
with  the  ways. 

The  wooden  braces,  or  shores,  auxiliary  to,  and 
supporting  the  chains,  to  sustain  the  upper  works 
of  the  ship,  independent  of  the  chains;  thereby 
relieving  the  chains  of  the  W'eight  of  all  that  part 
of  the  ship  above  the  lower  gun-deck  beams. 

The  vertical  slings,  composed  of  chains  of  iron, 
of  strength  adapted  to  the  size  .and  weight  of  the 
vessel  to  be  hauled  up.  They  embrace  the  vessel 
from  her  keel  to  her  lower  gun-deck  ports.  They 
are  shackled  to  the  keel-straps,  and  are  thence  tak- 
en up  to  the  beams,  to  which  they  are  attaclied  by 
a strong  screw  shackle  by  screws  and  wedges,  or 
by  wedges  alone:  the  latter  is,  probably,  the  better 
mode.  Strong  beam  stirrups  are  shackled  to  the 
chains,  admitting  of  wedging,  &c.  to  tighten  the 
chains.  The  keel-straps  pass  under  the  blocks,  to 
which  they  are  firmly  bolted  or  screwed;  the  blocks 
prevent  the  keel  from  galding;  they  have  each  a 
jog  on  one  side,  and  are  let  down  so  as  to  jog,  al- 
ternately, starboard  and  larboard — so  that,  when 
the  chains  are  secured  or  wedged  to  their  proper 
positions,  the  vessel  is  perfectly  steady  on  her  keel. 
All  these  fixtures  are.  put  on  when  the  vessel  is 
afloat. 

The  vertical  slings,  which  form  so  essential  a 
part  of  the  cradle,  and  constitute  so  great  a por- 
tion of  the  expense,  if  made  full  large  for  a frigate, 
will  answer  for  hauling  up  a 74  or  100  gun  ship. — 
The  height  of  those  ships  being  so  much  above  the 
rail  Way,  admits  two  or  three  tiers  of  shores  or 
wooden  braces,  from  the  sides  to  the  end  of  the 
cross  beams,  instead  of  one,  as  is  used  in  a frigate 
— thus  taking  off  from  the  slings  all  the  weight  of 
the  vessel  above  the  lower  gun-deck. 

The  purchases  for  hauling  up  a vessel  may  be 
multiplied  at  pleasure;  but  it  would  not  be  advisa- 
ble to  apply  any  main  purchase  that  should  not  em- 
brace the  whole  body  of  the  ship,  so  as  to  avoid 
every  possible  injury  from  a strain  on  any  particular  ! 
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part  of  the  ship.  The  main  purchases  used  in  !iaul- 
ing  up  the  Potomac,  embraced  the  whole  body  of 
the  ship.  The  side  purchases  were  attached  to  the 
slides. 

Steam  or  horse  power  may  be  used  in  batding  up; 
though  men  will  be  found  abundantly  sufficient — 
and  they  are  manageable,  and  will  be  generally  the 
cheapest. 

Iron  chains  may  be  used  instead  of  rope  for  the 
main  purchases;  though  either  will  answer  well. 

The  wharves  heretofore  mentioned  being  finish- 
ed, a coffer  dam  is  formed  across  the  entrance  of 
the  dock,  (or,  in  this  state,  more  properly  a slip.) 
The  gate  made,  hung,  and  shut,  the  water  is  pump- 
ed out,  the  foundation  laid  for  the  vessel,  and  the 
dock  will  be  complete. 

Sloops,  or  other  small  vessel.s,  if  similar  docks 
and  planes  are  not  constructed  for  their  particu- 
lar use,  may  with  facility  be  repaired,  or  preserved 
in  the  docks  and  planes  intended  for  larger  ves- 
sels. 

Small,  vessels  may,  and  perhaps  large  .vessels 
might,  be  hauled  up,  upon  skids,  with  or  without 
rollers.  It  is  thought,  however,  for  vessels  larger 
than  a sloop  of  war,  that  a rail-way  will  be  found 
greatly  preferable. 

Jhlvantages  of  Rodgers'  Marine  Rail  -wayt  or  Inclin- 
ed Plane,  Bocks,  and  Fixtures,  for  hauling  up 
ships. 

For  repairing  ships,  this  invention  combines  all 
the  advantages  of  a dry  dock. 

For  building,  no  preparation  hitherto  known  is 
equal  to  it:  because,  while  it  furnishes  all  the  facil- 
ities of  a building  slip,  upon  the  most  approved 
construction,  it  has  in  launching,  a decided  prefer- 
ence over  every  other  means  heretofore  practised. 

A vessel  built  on  the  inclined  plane  may  be  launch- 
ed without  incurring  the  slightest  risk  of  hogging. 
She  would  descend  the  plane  gradually,  bearing 
equally  upon  it  until  she  becomes  completely  wa- 
ter-borne. There  can  be  no  plunge,  as  is  the  case 
ft  om  a slip. 

For  the  preservation  of  ships  not  wanted  for  im- 
mediate service,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  no 
plan  can  be  superior  to  it.  A ship,  when  built,  may 
be  suffered  to  remain  on  the  stocks  until  she  is 
wanted;  or  a ship  afloat  may  be  taken  up  with  per- 
fect ease  and  safely,  and  placed  in  a state  of  preser- 
vation under  cover,  protected  from  the  sun,  rain, 
3cc.  and  all  the  evils  thence  arising. 

It  may,  then,  safely  be  affirmed,  that  this  inven- 
tion combines  all  the  advantages  of  all  the  various 
and  most  approved  means  heretofore  used  for  re- 
pairing, for  building  and  preserving. Thai  for 

launching,  it  is  greatly  preferable  to  any  plan  here- 
tofore practised  or  made  known;  and  the  experi- 
ment made  in  hauling  up  the  Potomac,  has  demon- 
strated beyond  all  question  that  any  ship,  however 
large,  may  by  the  means  embraced  by  this  inven- 
tion, be  taken  out  of  the  water,  and  moved  up  on 
fast  land,  any  distance  required,  with  perfect  ease, 
and  wi'.hout  incurring  the  slightest  risk  of  straining 
the  ship,  or  other'wise  injuring  her  in  the  slightest 
degree. 

All  practical  men  concur  in  the  opinion  that  many 
and  great  advantages  arise  from  building  ships 
under  cover;  and  that  mechanics  can,  in  tlie  same 
period  of  time,  taking  the  year  throughout,  do  more 
work  when  under  cover,  and  protected  from  the 
scorching  sun  and  rains  of  summer;  the  piercing 
cold,  frost,  snow,  sleets,  and  rains  of  winter,  than 
they  can  possibly  do,  e.xposed  to  all  these  disad- 
vantages, vrtll  not,  it  is  presumed,  be  contended  by 
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ituy  person  of  any  experience.  Mechanics  wilU 
work  under  cover  for  reduced  wages:  at  12^  per 
cent  less  wages  they  can  make  more  money — be- 
cause they  lose  no  time. 

They  can  perform  at  least  20  per  cent  more  work 
throughout  the  year,  under  cover,  than  they  can  do 
if  exposed  to  the  weather. 

By  building  under  cover  there  is,  then,  a mutual 
gain  on  the  part  of  the  mechanic  and  his  employ- 
er. The  mechanic  makes  more  money,  and  his 
employer  gains  in  reduced  wages  and  in  having  20 
per  cent  more  vvork  done  in  the  same  time  at  such 
reduced  wages  Suppose  the  wages  of  mechanics, 
buildiiig  in  the  ordinary  way,  to  amount  to  100,000 
collars;  by  building  under  cover  you  save  32,500 
dollars,  or  32^  per  cent,  whatever  the  wages  may 
amount  to. 

This,  however,  is  not  all.  The  gain  of  time  is  a 
highly  important  consideration;  and  this  the  em- 
ployer gains  In  time  of  war  the  gain  of  a single  d«y, 
sometimes  the  gain  of  an  hour,  is  all  important. 

On  examining  the  invention,  it  will  be  found  that 
none  of  these  important  advantages  have  been 
overlooked.  It  embraces  them  all,  and  in  the  best 
and  most  improved  way. 

A s(»ip  built  under  cover  is  known  to  be  far  more 
durable  than  one  built  in  the  ordinary  way.  If  cir- 
cumstances would  permit  her  remaining  under  co- 
ver until  she  should  become  thoroughly  seasoned, 
or  should  her  timbers  be  thoroughly  seasoned  be- 
fore she  is  built,  there  would  be  no  computing  her 
increased  durability.  Her  repairs  there  in  twenty 
years  would,  probably,  not  be  equal  to  75  per  cent 
of  her  original  cost;  whereas,  built  in  the  ordinary 
way,  they  might,  in  Uiat  period,  be  safely  estimat- 
ed at  150  per  cent  more  than  original  cost. 

If  the  system  of  building  under  cover  had  been 
adopted  at  the  commencement  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  say  in  1798,  there  would  have  arisen 
by  this  period,  a saving,  certainly  not  less  than 
Jive  millions  of  dollars,  arising  from  the  increased 
durability  imparted  to  the  vessels  by  building  them 
under  cover;  exclusively  of  the  saving  of  32^  per 
cent  in  the  first  cost  of  the  vessels,  as  heretofore 
stated. 

In  the  United  States  we  have  no  docks;  nor  have 
we  any  way  of  preparing  our  ships  for  repair,  but 
by  heaving  them  down;  a process  tedious,  very  ex- 
pensive and  highly  dangerous,  particularly  to  large 
ships,  which  are  always,  in  a greater  or  lesser  de- 
gree, injured  by  it;  nor  is  it  possible  to  place  a 
vessel  hove  down  in  such  a situation  as  to  enable 
the  mechanics  employed  in  her  repair,  to  work  on 
her  to  the  best  advantage;  much  time  will  unavoid- 
ably be  lost. 

The  advantages  and  economy  of  docks,  upon  the 
principle  of  this  invention,  in  repairing  ships,  when 
compared  with  the  ordinary  mode  in  the  United 
S ates  of  heaving  down,  are  innumerable.  The 
vessel  can  be  taken  into  dock  with  perfect  ease 
and  safely,  and  tliere  placed  in  the  position  most 
favorable  for  her  thorough  examination  aud  repair, 
from  lier  keel  up.  Every  facility  to  a minute  exam- 
ination and  repair,  and  every  advantage  to  the  me- 
chanics in  performing  their  vvork,  is  afforded.— 
Putting  aside  the  risks  and  the  loss  of  time  in 
heaving  down,  it  may  be  safely  stated  that  the  la- 
bor  of  repairing  in  a dock  of  this  description, 
would  be  at  least  one  third  less  than  the  labor  of 
repairing  a vessel  hove  down. 

Docks  upon  the  principle  of  this  invention  are 
preferable  to  the  docks  in  ordinary  use;  because 
When  the  ship  shall  be  taken  into  dock,  and  the 
gates  or  entrance  way  closed,  there  would  net  be 


more  than  half  the  usual  quantity  of  wafer  to  pump 
out.  'I’heir  cost,  too,  is  infinitely  less,  while  their 
durability  will  be  equal. 

The  cost  of  the  rail  way,  and  house  over  it,  if 
the  whole  should  be  charged  to  the  invention, 
would  not  exceed  the  e.xpense  of  leaving  down  a 
44  twice,  if  the  additional  labor  of  repairing  in 
this  way  be  included;  nor  would  it  exceed  the  cost 
of  I epairing  a ship,  built  in  t)»e  ordinary  way,  after 
remaining  five  years  in  ordinary  afloat. 

'Ihe  rail  way,  with  the  house,  dock,  and  all  the 
fixtures  for  hauling  up,  would  not,  it  is  confident- 
ly believed,  cost  exceeding  TOO  000  dollars.  It  is 
indeed  believed  that  95,000  dollars  would  be  suffi- 
cient to  construct  them  of  sizes  sufiicient  for  the 
largest  sized  ship;  and  this  estimate  is  predicated 
upon  an  extent  of  rail  way  sufficient  to  admit  of 
one  such  ship  being  laid  up  in  ordinary  in  a state 
of  perfect  preservation  above  the  dock;  while  the 
dock  would  admit  the  repair  of  another  at  the 
same  time. 

One  dock  at  each  navy  yard  in  the  United  States 
— and  one  set  of  fixtures  for  hauling  up  at  each, 
would  probably  hesufficieni  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  fixtures  for  hauling  up;  that  is,  the  cradle, 
composed  of  vertical  slings,  beams,  &c.  particular- 
ly described  in  the  specification  and  drawings,  may- 
be estimated  to  cost  8,000  dollars;  the  actual  cost 
of  the  slings,  beam,  stirrups,  and  keelstraps  com- 
plete, being  §6,989  22 

And  the  beams  ar.d  blocks  estimated  at  1,010  78 

§8,000  00 

But  the  whole  cost  of  the  rail  way  and  house 
should  not  be  charged  to  this  invention,  because 
they  furnish  conveniences  which  must  be  provided, 
whether  the  rail  way  and  house  be  erected  or  not. 
Among  these  conveniences  may  be  enumerated  a 
shelter  for  masts,  spars,  boats,  water  casks,  guns, 
&c.;  also  two  wharves.  For  these  conveniences, 
which  may  fairly  be  esti  uated  at  one  fifth  the  cost 
of  the  rail  way  and  house,  the  invention  is  justly 
entitled  to  credit. 

For  the  preservation  of  ships  not  wanted  for  im- 
mediate service,  the  invention  claims  justly,  it  is 
conceived,  pre-eminent  advantages,  by  providing 
the  most  effectual  means  of  preservation,  and  by 
reducing  many  hundred  per  cent  the  annual  ex- 
pense of  taking  care  of  them. 

It  will, jit  is  presumed,  be  at  once  conceded,  that 
no  better  plan  of  preserving  ships  than  that  of  tak- 
ing them  out  of  the  water,  and  placing  them  in  a si- 
tuation perfectly  dry,  under  cover,  protected  from 
the  sun,  rain,  snow,  sleets  and  piercing  winds,  yet 
admitting  a free  circulation  of  pure  dry  air,  can  be 
devised;  and  that  no  argument  can  be  necessary  to 
sustain  a position  so  self-evident;  It  is  proper,  then, 
to  proceed  to  show  the  annual  saving  in  expense. 

In  estimating  the  value  of  the  annual  saving,  we 
must  consider— 

1st.  The  annual  expense  saved  in  the  care  neces- 
sary to  be  taken  of  them. 

2d.  'I’he  annual  deterioration  avoided  by  placing 
the  vessels  in  a situation  where,  like  the  furniture 
of  a house,  they  can  sustain  no  injury. 

Suppose  a navy  to  consist  of  twelve  ships  of  the 
line,  twenty  heavy  frigates,  and  twenty  sloops  of 
war;  that,  of  this  navy  two  ships  of  the  line,  six 
frigates  and  ten  sloops,  are  all  that  is  required  for 
active  service;  leaving  ten  ships  of  the  line,  four- 
teen frigates  and  ten  sloops,  to  be  laid  up  in  ordi- 
nary, and  preserved  until  they  shall  be  wanted  for 
service. 

The  following  table  show's  the  cost,  at  this  time. 
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In  the  UHited  St.ites,  of  kpepin;»  in  orillnarv,  attoaS 
one  ship  of  t!ie  line,  one  44,  and  one  .sloop.  It  si 
so  precen+s  an  estimate  of  the  annual  deterioration, 
which  is  confirmed  by  experience.  It  tiien  shows 
the  annual  expen.se  to  which,  if  laid  up  in  ordin.ary, 
under  cover,  as  is  provided  for  by  the  inventior., 
they  would  be  subject;  and,  deductiii}^  the  arr.mmi 
of  these  expenses  from  the  arrount  accruing-,  if  in 
ordinary  afloat,  the  annual  saving  is  shetvn  in  each 
cla‘^8  of  vessels. 
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74 

2.f 

8,932  SO 

250 

9,182  50 

10,000 

3 

900 

0 

18,282  50 

44 

18 

(\H02  79 
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7,002  75 

6,000 

2 

600 

0 

12,402  75 

Sloop 

10 

:fS64  60 

100-3,684  50 

2,500 

1 

300 

0 

. 5,864  50 

The  number  of  men,  stated  in  the  above  tahb’, 
is  the  number  at  this  time  allowed.  Some  of  them 
are,  however,  occasionally  employed  on  objects  not 
justly  chargeable  to  the  ships.  We  will  therefore 
make  a deduction  from  the  expenses  above  stated, 
proportioned  to  the  services  rendered  on  objects 
other  than  the  ships — twenty  men  for  a ship  of  the 
line,  fifteen  for  a forty-four,  and  seven  for  a sloop, 
would  probably  be  sufficient  to  ventilate,  and  to 
keep  the  ships  clean,  dry  and  tight.  On  this  ground, 
instead  of  the  annual  saving,  as  above  exhibited 
in  the  table,  a reduction  in  the  saving  is  admitted, 
ISO  as  to  bring  down  the  annual  saving, 

In  a 74,  to  : : : ; g 16,000 

In  a 44,  to  ; : : : : 11,000 

In  a slo  >p,  to  : : : : 4,500 

Then  the  saving  annually  in  keeping  ten  ships  of 
the  line,  fourteen  frigates,  and  ten  sloops,  under 
covers,  such  as  are  provided  on  the  marine  rail  way, 
would  be — 

10  ships  of  the  Hue,  at  gl6,000  S^^O.OOO 

14  frigates  11,000  154,000 

10  sloops  4,500  45,000 


S3 -59,000 

In  making  this  estimate,  the  temporary  sheds 
erected  over  vessels  afloat  in  ordinary,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  their  upper  works,  the  wear  of  cables. 
Sic.  have  not  been  taken  into  consideration.  These 
would  form  a considerable  item,  for  which  the  in- 
vention should  have  credit,  because  it  provides  a 
much  more  effectual  covering  for  the  whole  body  of 
the  vessel,  than  the  temporary  sheds,  which  protect 
only  their  upper  works,  and  renders  the  use  of  ca- 
bles utterly  unnecessary. 

It  has  been  stated  above,  that  one  dock  at  each 
navy  yard  in  the  United  States,  would  probably  be 
sufficient  for  some  time  to  come.  But  economy 
would  probably  suggest  the  having  three  docks  at 
each  yard;  one  for  the  largest  sized  ships;  one  for 
frigates;  and  one  for  sloops  of  war.*  so  that  a ves- 
sel of  each  class  might  be  repairing  at  each  yard, 
at  one  and  the  same  time. 

A dock,  as  heretofore  observed,  with  an  extent  of 
rail  way,  admitting  one  ship  of  the  line  to  be  laid 
up  under  cover,  and  another  to  be  repaired  at  the 
same,  together  with  a house  over  the  whole,  and 
all  the  fixtures  for  hauling  up,  would  not  cost  ex 
ceeding  gl00,000. 

A dock,  &c.  adapted  to  a frigate,  would  cost 
CQnsid.erably  less;  and  one  adapted  to  a sloop  of 


WRT  would  cost  still  less.  I'hough  in  one  for  the 
largest  size  ship,  any  vessel  of  inferior  size  may  be 
repaired. 

Docks  with  rail  ways,  he.  of  size  adapted  to  ves- 
sels S' ill  smaller  than  sloops  of  war,  would  probably 
be  found  .s'lvisable.  Their  expense,  compared  to 
tlie  v:.lue  of  the  vessel<?,  would  be  inconsiderable. 

Ry  a system  of  docks  for  repairing,  connected 
with  rail  ways  and  houses  for  building,  and  for  haul- 
ing up  and  preserving  vessels  in  ordinary  adapted 
in  their  dimensions  to  the  several  classes  of  vessels, 
you  would,  at  all  times,  be  enabled  to  build  to 
every  advantage;  to  repair  most  effectually  and 
economically,  and  to  keep  in  a state  of  perfect  pre- 
servation and  constant  readiness  for  service,  all  ves- 
sels not  reqtiired  for  immediate  service,  together 
with  their  masts,  spars,  boats,  water  casks,  guns, 
5cc.  all  under  the  same  cover,  ready  to  be  put  on 
board  at  a moment’s  warning.  You  may  thus  cal- 
culate your  actual  naval  force,  with  as  much  pre- 
cision as  you  could  count  your  muskets  in  an  ar- 
mory. 

Advania^es  of  Rodgers*  Marine  Rail-rvay,  dock, 

and  fixtures,  far  hauling  up**  brief y enumerated. 

In  building  ships. — A .saving  in  labor  of  at  least 
32^  per  cent;  a durability  so  much  greater,  as  to 
be  equal  in  20  years  to  at  least  75  per  cent,  and  a 
great  gain  in  point  of  time. 

In  repairing— Vi\\en  contrasted  with  the  plan  of 
heaving  down— every  risk  is  avoided,  33^  percent 
gained  in  the  labor — a more  perfect  examination, 
repair,  and  greater  despatch  also  gained. 

In  ordinary— contrasted  with  vessels  in  or- 
dinary afloat;  decay  eflectually  guarded  against — 
ships  kept  in  a state  of  perfect  preservation,  so  as  to 
be  prepared  for  .service  at  the  shortest  notice,  and 
so  great  a reduction  in  the  actual  annual  expenses, 
that  they  would  not  be  more  than  one-twentieth 
part  of  what  they  are  at  present. 

In  launching — Hogging  and  every  possible  risk 
effectually  guarded  against. 

The  inventor,  after  having  made  every  inquiry  in 
his  power,  as  to  expenses  of  the  navies  of  other 
countries,  and  examining  minutely  the  expenses  of 
our  own  navy,  has  no  hesitation  in  expressing,  in 
the  most  decisive  terms,  his  opinion,  that,  by  adopt- 
ing in  its  full  extent  the  proposed  system,  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  save,  annually,  in  time  of  peace, 
a sum  fully  equal  to  one  fourth  of  the  annual  ex- 
pense now  incurred  in  building  and  repairing  ships 
of  war;  and  that  the  expense  of  keeping  them  in 
ordinary,  afloat,  would  be  reduced  so  far,  that  they 
would  not  exceed  one-twentieth  part  of  the  ex- 
penses at  this  time  incurred. 

With  a plane  having  the  inclination  of  the  ways 
on  which  ships  are  ordinarily  built,  140  men  with 
three  three  fold  purchases,  (falls  of  ten  inch  rope,) 
would  be  sufficient  to  haul  up,  at  the  rate  of  four 
feet  in  a minute,  the  largest  three-decker  in  the 
world;  and  this,  too,  without  straining  her  in  the 
slightest  degree 

From  the  best  estimate  that  can  be  formed  at 
this  time,  it  is  believed  that  a dock  can  be  attached 
to  the  rail  way  and  house,  as  now  constructed  in 
this  yard,  and  completed,  so  as  to  give  all  the  advan- 
tages  of  a wet  and  dry  dock,  for  the  sum  of  50,000 
dollars,  as  shewn  in  the  estimate  herewith,  prepar- 
ed by  Mr.  Doughty,  the  naval  constructor.  It  is, 
however,  believed  that  this  estimate  is  too  high,  as 
labor  ami  materials  of  every  description  appear  to 
be  estimated  at  from  five  to  seven  per  cent  higher’ 
than  will  be  found  to  be  the  actual  cost. 
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Estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  materials  and  -workman- 
ship of  a Dry  Duck,  to  be  built  -within  the  ^'Inclined 
Plane**  as  per  draught  and  modeL — Prepared  by 
Wm.  Douaxr. 

WHAnVES. 

26,400  cubic  feet  of  logs  a 25 

2,250  do.  do.  for  ties  25 
800  feet  of  eight  inch  plank  24 
360  do.  three  do  do  9 
34,970  lbs.  of  square  iron  for  bolts  7 

2,000  treenails  30 

3,400  days  of  workmanship  1 50 
200  perches  of  stone,  for 

.sinking  wharf  1 00 


COFFER  DAM. 

39,480  feet  eight  inch  plank,  a 24 
798  cubic  feet  of  logs 

3.000  lbs.  square  iron  bolts 

6,533  feet  of  4 inch  plank 

1.000  lbs.  spikes 

150  perches  stone,  for  jink- 
ing boxes  ‘ 1 

400  cubic  yards  of  earth  for 
filling  between  coffer 
and  wharves 


25 


days  workmanship 

1 50 

DOCK. 

cubic  feet  of  logs 

a 25 

lbs.  of  iron 

7 

feet  of  8 inch  plank 

24 

do.  4 do.  do. 

12 

do.  3 do.  do  plat- 

form  and  steps 

9 

do.  3.  do.  do. 

for 

stages 

9 

do.  6 do,  do. 

for 

bottom 

18 

lbs.  of  spikes 

10 

days  work 

1 50 

days  caulking 

1 50 

400 

9,000 

5,000 

5,200 


Composition  metal,  &c.  for  gate 


Coniingencies.—yiloving  timber, 
making  platforms,  tallow,  &c. 

&c.;  1,340,509  gallons  of  water 
to  be  pumped  oht, 

9,102  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  a 25  cts.  2,275  50 


Total  expense  of  dock 
Do.  do.  wharves 

Do.  do.  coffer  dam 

Grand  total 


^6,600 

00 

550 

00 

192 

00 

32 

40 

1,047 

90 

60 

00 

2,100 

00 

200 

00 

10,782 

30 

9,475 

20 

199 

50 

210 

00 

783 

96 

100 

00 

150 

00 

100 

00 

3,105 

00 

. 1 

1 ^ 

1 to  1 
1 03  1 

66 

5,949 

50 

1,504 

93 

3,812 

00 

48 

00 

810 

00 

270 

00 

2,736 

00 

587 

50 

3,300 

00 

600 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

18,217 

93 

4,600 

61 

i.  2,275 

50 

6,876 

11 

25,094 

04 

.10,782 

30 

14,123 

66 

50.000  00 


Philadelphia  W ater- W orkso 

Deport  of  the  Watering  Committee  to  the  Select  and 
Common  Councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia.— Jan. 
9,  1823. 

The  great  work  at  Fair  Mount,  with  which  the 
watering  committee  have  been  entrusted,  being  now 
brought  to  a conclusion,  so  far  as  it  is  contemplat- 
cd  at  present  to  extend  it,  the  committee  think  it 
will  be  asceptable  to  the  councils,  as  well  as  to 
their  fellow  citizens,  to  have  a detailed  account  of 


the  nature  of  the  work,  its  value,  with  its  cost  In 
time  and  money. 

The  small  and  expensive  supply  of  water  by  the 
steam  engines,  induced  the  watering  committee,  in 
the  fall  of  1818,  to  inquire  into  a more  economical 
means  of  furnishing  the  city,  which  it  was  found 
could  be  obtained  by  the  erection  of  a dam  and 
other  works  at  Fair  Mount,  on  the  river  Schuylkill, 
if  permission  could  be  had  from  the  Schuylkill 
Navigation  Company,  who  had  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  that  river,  and  if  the 
right  of  White  and  Gillingham  to  a waterpower  at 
the  falls,  about  five  miles  above  the  city,  could  be 
purchased.  Both  these  objects,  it  was  found,  could 
be  obtained;  the  first,  by  an  agreement  with  the 
Navigation  Company,  to  erect  locks  and  a canal  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  opposite  Fair  Mount,  at 
the  expense  of  the  city:  and  the  other  object,  by  a 
purchase  from  Messrs.  White  and  Gillingham,  of 
their  water  power,  for  150,000  dollars. 

When  arrived  at  this  stage,  the  subject  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  councils  of  the  city,  who  unanimous- 
ly approved- the  measure;  and,  with  a feeling  of 
public  spirit,  (which,  while  it  relied  upon  the  good 
sense  of  their  fellow  citizens  for  support,  in  the 
prosecution  of  so  important  a design,  was  neverthe- 
less willing  to  encounter  all  the  responsibility  of 
commencing  it,)  appropriated  350,000  dollars  to 
the  object.  The  same  disposition  has  been  contin- 
ued in  subsequent  councils,  to  whose  steady  sup- 
port the  watering  committee  are  indebted  for  their 
own  regular  progress  for  the  execution  of  their  im- 
portant task. 

On  the  19lh  April,  3 819,  the  work  was  commenc- 
ed by  capt  Ariel  Cooley,  with  whom  a contract  was 
made  for  the  erection  of  the  dam,  the  locks  and 
canal,  the  head  arches  to  the  race,  and  the  excava- 
tion of  the  race  from  a solid  rock,  for  the  sum  of 

150,000  dollars.  This  work  is  a monument  to  bis 
memory;  and  he  had  nearly  completed  it  when  he 
was  taken  off  by  a disease,  supposed  to  have  been 
contracted  by  his  exposure  to  the  sun  and  night 
air,  at  the  closing  part  of  his  work.  Jlis  talents, 
his  integrity,  and  his  general  worth,  will  long  be 
held  in  grateful  reiiiembfance  by  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia. 

It  will  be  proper  in  this  stage  of  the  report,  to 
state  the  nature  of  t!ie  work  that  was  to  be  ac- 
complished, and  to  expose  certain  of  its  difficul- 
ties. The  river  is  above  nine  hundred  feet  in  width 
— one  fourth  of  which,  at  the  bottom,  on  the  east- 
ern side,  is  supposed  to  be  rock,  covered  with 
about  eleven  feet  of  mud;  the  remainder  is  of  rock. 
The  greatest  depth  is  thirty  feet  at  high  water; 
and  it  gradually  shoals  to  the  western  shore,  where 
the  rock  is  left  bare  at  low  tide.  The  river,  whose 
average  rise  and  fall  is  six  feet,  is  subject  to  sud- 
den and  violent  freshets. 

Mr.  Cooley  determined,  where  rock  was  to  be 
found,  to  sink  cribs,  formed  of  logs,  about  fifty  feet 
up  and  down  stream,  by  seventeen  or  eighteen  feet 
wide,  which  were  sunk  and  filled  with  stone,  and 
securely  fastened  to  each  other  above  low  water, 
having  the  up  stream  side  planked  from  the  bottom 
to  the  top;  and  the  space  immediately  above  filled 
to  some  extent  with  earth,  small  stones  and  other 
matter,  to  prevent  leakage.  In  that  part  where 
mud  was  found,  the  dam  is  made  of  quarry  spalls 
and  earth,  and  raised  about  fifteen  feet  higher  than 
the  other  part  of  the  dam,  which  is  an  over-fall  for 
the  water;  the  base  of  this  mound  is  at  least  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet,  and  its  width  on  the  top 
twelve  feet;  and  the  whole  of  the  top,  and  of  the 
up-stream  side  from  the  water  edge,  is  paved  to 
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the  depth  of  three  feet,  with  btillding  stone,  to  pre- 
vent washing  by  water  and  i‘\jury  from  ice.  be- 
tween the  mound  dam  and  the  over-fall,  there  is 
sunk  on  the  rock,  in  twenty-eight  feet  water,  a stone 
pier,  twenty  eight  feet  by  twenty-three  feet,  which 
supports  the  end  of  the  mound,  and  protects  it  from 
injury  by  ice  or  water.  The  contraction  of  the  ri 
ver  by  the  mound  dam,  suggested  to  Mr.  Cooley 
the  idea  of  forming  the  dam  in  a diagonal  line 
running  up  stream,  and  when  nearly  over  to  run  the 
rest  of  the  distance  at  a right  angle  toward  the 
shore,  so  as  to  join  the  head  pier  of  the  guard  lock, 
on  the  western  side,  by  whiclt  means  a large  over- 
fall  w’as  created,  and  the  rise  above  the  dam,  in 
cases  of  freshet,  considerably  abated.  The  whole 
length  of  the  over  fail  is  twelve  hundred  and  four 
feet;  the  mound  dam,  two  hundred  and  seventy 
feet;  the  head  arches,  which  will  presently  be  men 
tioned,  one  hundred  and  four  feet,  making  thti 
whole  extent  of  the  dam,  including  the  western 
pier,  about  sixteen  hundred  feet,  and  backing  the 
water  up  the  river  abou  six  njiles.  The  water 
power  thus  created  is  calculated  to  be  equal  to 
raise  into  the  reservoir,  by  eight  wheels  and  pumps, 
upwards  of  ten  millions  of  gallons;  the  lowest  esti- 
mate of  the  quantity  of  water  afforded  by  the 
liver  in  the  dry  season,  is  four  hundred  and  for- 
ty millions  per  twenty-four  hours,  and,  as  it  is  cal- 
culated, allowing  for  leakage,  w'asts,  &c.  that  for- 
ty gallons  upon  the  wheel  will  raise  one  into  the 
reservoir,  the  quantity  raised  would  be  eleven  mil- 
lions of  gallons  per  day. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  river  there  is  erected  a 
head  pier  and  guard  locks,  whence  there  is  a canal 
extending  five  hundred  and  sixty-nine  feet,  to  tw'o 
chamber  locks,  of  six  feet  lift  each,  by  which  the 
boats  ascend  or  descend;  and  below  these  locks 
there  is  a canal  into  the  river  four  hundred  and 
twenty  feet  long.  The  locks  are  built  of  dressed 
stone;  the  upper  canal  is  walled  on  the  east  side, 
and  on  the  west  is  rock;  the  lower  canal  is  formed 
of  the  stiff  mud  of  the  river  and  covered  with 
stone.  The  whole  of  the  outer  front  of  the  locks 
and  canal  is  protected  by  a wall  on  the  upper  part, 
and  on  the  lower  with  stone  thrown  on  the  bank  to 
prevent  washing.  On  the  east  side  of  the  river  the 
whole  of  the  bank  was  a solid  rock,  which  it  was  ne-' 
cessary  to  excavate  to  the  breadth  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  feet,  to  form  a race,  and  a site  for  the 
mill  houses,  running  parallel  with  the  river.  The 
length  of  the  mill  race  is  four  hundred  and  nineteen 
feet;  the  greatest  depth  of  the  excavation  sixty 
feet,  and  the  least  sixteen  feet;  the  gunpowder 
used,  alone  cost  the  contractor  upwards  of  12,000 
dollars.  At  the  upper  part  of  this  excavation  were 
erected  the  head  arches,  three  in  number,  whicli 
extend  from  the  east  end  of  the  mound  dam  to  the 
rock  of  the  bank — thus  forming  a continuation  of 
the  dam. 

On  the  west  of  the  excavation  are  erected  the  mill 
houses,  forming  the  west  side  of  the  race,  which  is 
supported  on  the  other  side  by  the  rock  rising  above 
it  seventy  or  eighty  feet  perpendicularly.  I he  south 
end  or  wail  of  the  race,  is  also  of  solid  rock;  and 
the  mill  houses  are  founded  on  rock,  so  that  no- 
thing can  be  contrived  more  secure  in  all  respects. 

The  race  is  about  ninety  feet  in  width,  and  is  fur 
nished  with  water  through  the  head  arches,  which 
allow  a passage  of  water  of  sixty-eight  feet  in 
breadth,  and  six  feet  in  depth,  to  which  the  race  is 
excavated  below  the  over  fall  of  the  dam,  and  of 
course  room  is  allowed  for  a continual  passage  of 
four  hundred  and  eight  square  feet  of  water:  These 
‘’.rchc?  are  on  the  north  of  the  race,  and  the  raill 


buildings  being  on  the  west,  the  water  passes  from 
the  race  to  the  wheels,  which  discharge  the  water 
into  the  river  below  the  dam.  1 h"  gale  of  the 
centre  arch  is  upon  the  principle  of  a lock  gate, 
and  admits  the  piissage  of  boats,  See.  into  the  race; 
at  the  south  end  of  the  mill  buildings  there  Is  a 
Waste  gate,  eight  feet  wide,  by  which  (the  upper 
gates  being  shut)  the  water  can  be  drawn  off  to  the 
bottom  of  the  race.  A ground  plot  and  elevation 
of  the  works  are  annexed,  upon  reference  to  whicli 
the  situation  of  the  dam,  locks,  mills,  &c.  will  be 
seen  at  a glance. 

The  mill  buildings  are  of  stone,  two  hundred  and 
thii  ty-eight  feet  long  and  fifty-six  wide.  'I'he  lower 
section  is  divided  into  twelve  apartments,  four  of 
which  are  intended  for  eight  double  forcing  pumps 
—the  other  apartments  are  for  the  forebavs  leading 
to  the  water  wheels.  The  pump  and  forebay  cham- 
bers are  arched  with  brick,  and  are  perfectly  secure 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  winter.  Those  now  in 
use  are  kept  warm  by  means  of  two  large  iron  stoves 
heated  to  great  advantage  and  economy  with 
Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  coal.  A gallery  will  be 
erected,  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  build- 
ing, from  which  all  the  wheels  may  be  seen  at  one 
view.  The  centre  part  of  the  buildings  is  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  feet  by  25  feet,  with  circular  doors 
to  the  pump  chambers,  and  a range  of  circular  win- 
dows over  the  arch  ways  of  the  wheel  rooms;  on  a 
line  with  the  cornice  of  the  central  part  is  the  base 
course  of  two  pavilions,  w’ith  doric  porticos,  which 
terminate  west  front.  One  of  these  is  used  for  the 
office  of  the  committee;  and  the  other  is  the  resi- 
dence of  an  old  and  faithful  servant  of  the  corpora- 
tion, who  has  the  general  care  of  the  property  at 
Fair  Mount.  On  the  east  front,  immediately  over 
the  pumps  and  forebay  rooms,  is  a terrace,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-three  feet  long,  and  twenty-slx 
feet  wide,  paved  with  brick  and  railed,  forming  a 
handsome  walk  along  the  race,  and  leading  by  steps 
at  the  end  to  the  top  of  the  head  arches,  mound 
dam  and  pier. 

In  the  erection  of  the  mill  buildings,  Mr.  John 
Moore  was  employed  as  the  mason;  and  to  his  care 
and  skill  we  are  much  indebted,  not  only  for  the 
excellence  of  the  work  in  appearance,  but  for  its 
substantial  properties;  it  being  ascertained  that  in 
the  whole  extent  of  the  foundation  along  the  race, 
under  a six  feet  head  of  water,  there  is  no  leak. — 
Mr.  Frederick  Erdman,  the  carpenter,  also  deserves 
particular  notice,  for  his  part  of  the  work,  which 
has  been  most  faithfully  done,  and  to  our  entire 
satisfaction. 

It  has  been  from  the  commencement  determined 
for  the  present,  to  erect  only  three  wheels  and 
pumps,  which  are  now  completed,  and  with  them 
the  most  important  part  of  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  first  of  the  wheels  is  15  feet  in  diam- 
ter,  and  15  feet  long,  working  under  one  foot  head 
and  7 feet  fall.  This  was  put  in  operation  on  the 
1st  July  last;  and  it  raises  one  and  a quarter  million 
of  gallons  of  water  to  the  reservoir  in  twenty-four 
hours,  with  a stroke  of  the  pump  of  four  and  a half 
feet,  a diameter  of  sixteen  inches,  and  the  wheel 
making  eleven  and  a half  revolutions  in  a minute, 
rhe  second  wheel  was  put  in  operation  on  the  14th 
of  September  last;  and  is  the  same  length  as  the 
first,  and  sixteen  feet  in  diameter;  it  works  under 
one  foot  head,  and  seven  and  a half  feet  fall,  mak- 
ing thirteen  revolutions  in  a minute,  with  four  and 
a half  feet  stroke  of  the  pump,  and  raising  one  and 
one  third  million  of  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours. 
The  third  w'heel,  which  went  into  operation  on  the 
24th  of  last  monthj  is  of  the  same  size  the  se- 
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cond,  and  works  under  the  same  head  and  fall,  mak 
ing  thirteen  revolutions  in  a minute,  with  a five 
feet  stroke  of  the  pump,  and  raising  one  and  a half 
million  of  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  not 
doubted  that,  the  second  wheel  can  be  made  to 
raise  an  equal  quantity;  thus  making  the  whole 
supply  upwards  of  four  millions  of  gallons  in  twen- 
ty-four hours.  For  the  calculation  of  the  water 
power,  and  the  application  of  it  to  the  pumps,  v.uth 
much  valuable  information  in  other  matte.-s  con- 
nected with  the  works,  we  are  largely  indebted  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Oaks,  a gentleman  of  science  and  prac- 
tical knowledge,  now  employed  as  the  engineer  of 
the  Schuylkill  navigation  company. 

The  wheels  are  formed  of  wood,  and  put  toge- 
ther with  great  strength.  I'he  shafts  are  of  iron, 
weighing  about  five  tons  each.  The  great  size  and 
weight  of  the  wheel  give  it  a momentum  which 
adds  greatly  to  the  regularity  of  its  motion,  so  ne- 
cessary to  preserve  the  pumps  from  injury  under 
so  heavy  a head  as  they  are  required  to  work,  which 
is  a weight  of  7900  lbs.  the  height  ninety- two  feet. 

The  wheels  being  sunk  below  the  usual  line  of 
high  w'ater,  it  might  be  supposed  that  they  would 
be  obliged  to  stop  at  that  time;  but  this  seldom 
happens  except  in  the  springtides,  at  the  full  and 
change  of  the  moon,  which  upon  the  average  stops 
them  about  sixty-four  hours  in  a month.  It  is  found 
that  they  are  very  little  affected  until  the  back  wa- 
ter is  about  sixteen  inches  on  the  w'heel.  The  ex- 
cellence of  the  work  in  the  wheels  and  gates,  with 
the  whole  arrangement  of  the  mill  works,  does  the 
highest  credit  to  Mr.  Drury  Bromley,  whose  atten- 
tion has  been  most  assiduous,  and  whose  skill  is  of 
the  first  class. 

The  pumps  are  the  work  of  those  ingenious  en- 
gineers, Messrs.  Rush  and  Muhlenberg.  They  are 
placed  horizontally,  according  to  a design  of  Mr. 
F.  Graff,  and  are  worked  by  a crank  on  the  water 
wheel,  attached  to  a pitman  connected  with  the  pis- 
ton at  the  end  of  the  slides.  They  are  fed  under 
a natural  head  of  water,  from  the  forebays  of  the 
water  wheel,  and  are  calculated  for  a six  feet  stroke 
— but  hitherto  it  has  been  found  more  profitable  to 
work  with  no  more  than  five  feet.  They  are  dou- 
ble forcing  pumps,  and  are  connected,  each  oftherp 
to  an  iron  main  of  sixteen  inches  diameter,  which 
is  carried  along  the  bottom  of  the  race  to  the  rock 
at  the  foot  of  Fair  Mount,  and  thence  up  the  bank 
into  the  new  reservoir.  At  the  end  of  the  pipe 
there  is  a stop-cock,  which  is  closed  when  ncedAil 
for  any  purpose.  The  shortest  of  these  mains  is 
two  hundred  and  eighty-four  feet  long:  the  other 
two  are  somewhat  longer.  The  reservoir  next  the 
bank  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  feet  by  three 
hundred  and  sixteen  feet,  is  twelve  feet  deep,  and 
contains  three  millions  of  gallons.  It  is  connected 
at  the  bottom  with  the  old  reservoir,  by  two  pipes 
of  twenty  inches  diameter,  with  stop-cocks.  This 
reservoir  contains  four  millions  of  gallons.  All  the 
water  being  raised  into  the  reservoirs,  one  hun- 
dred and  two  feet  above  low  tide,  and  fifty-six  feet 
above  the  highest  ground  in  the  city,  is  thence  con- 
veyed to  the  city  in  a mode  which  will  be  pointed 
out  when  the  committee  speak  of  the  iron  pipes. 

On  the  24th  of  October  last,  the  steam  engines 
were  stopped,  and  it  is  believed  will  never  again 
be  wanted.  The  satisfactory  test  to  which  the  dam 
was  exposed  on  the  21st  of  February  last,  by  an  ice 
freshet,  which  rose  eight  feet  above  the  overfall 
of  the  clam,  and  which  is  supposed  to  be  the  great- 
est that  has  been  ever  known  in  the  Schuylkill,  has 
quieted  all  fears  as  to  its  safety,  and  done  away  all 
tije  objections  that  ever  could  be  raised  to  a resort 


to  water  power,  where  nature  had  kindly  done  so 
much. 

In  another  report,  the  committee  will  submit  the 
usual  estimates  for  the  coming  year:  in  tins  place, 
they  deem  it  proper  to  state  the  cosv  of  the  w’hnle 
w'ork  done  since  the  ordinance  passed,  .\pril  18lb, 


1819,  viz: 

Purchase  of  White  k Gillingham  Sl50,00:i 

Erection  of  the  dam,  locks,  bead  arches, 
race,  and  piers,  including  estimate  of 
damages  for  overflowing  by  the  dam  181,000 

Three  pumps  11,000 

Mill  houses,  mills  and  other  work  con- 
nected MMth  them  74,250 

Iron  raising  mains  4,480 

New  reservoir  8,600 


Amounting  togetiier  to  426,330 

A comparative  view  of  the  advantage  of  water 


power  over  steam  power,  will  close  this  part  of 
the  report. 

By  an  estimate  made  by  Mr.  Graff,  and  exhibit- 
ed to  councils,  with  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  water  power,  on  the  5th  of  Feb.  1818,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  cost  of  working  one  steam  engine 
and  pump  for  one  year  was  30,858  dollars;  and  it 
has  been  found,  that  with  this  expenditure,  not 
more  than  1,600,000  gallons  could  be  raised  in  24 
hours;  a very  inadequate  supply  for  the  population 
of  the  city,  consisting  of  above  sixty  thousand  souls 
— without  a gallon  being  afforded  to  the  adjoining 
districts,  containing  an  equal  number,  and  for  whom 
until  the  present  period  there  was  no  provision  ex- 
cept by  means  of  wells.  If,  therefore,  it  were  re- 
quired, at  the  same  rate  of  expense,  to  raise  an 
equal  quantity  with  that  at  present  afforded  by 
three  wheels,  the  cost  would  be  upwards  of  70,000 
dollars;  but  estimating  the  cost  at  ou'.ly  double  that 
of  one  engine,  it  will  amount  to  61,716  dollars. — 
From  this  is  to  be  deducted  the  interest  on  the 
capital  expended  in  erecting  the  water  power  and 
works,  which  was  426,330  dollars,  and  was  princi- 
pally borrowed  at  an  interest  of  five  percent,  and 
amounts  to  21,3 16  dollars  annually,  and  also  the 
expenses  for  wages,  fuel,  oil,  kc.  estimated  at  1500 
dollars  annually,  amounting  together  to  22,816  dol- 
lars, which  being  deducted  from  the  sum  of  61, 715 
dollars,  leaves  s clear  annual  saving  of  38,900  dol- 
lars, equal,  at  an  interest  of  five  per  cent,  to  a cap- 
ital of  ^778,000. 

As  before  stated,  it  is  not  doubted  that  the  water 
power  is  sufficient  to  work  five  wheels  and  pumps, 
in  addition  to  the  three  in  operation,  which  would 
raise  an  additional  quantity  of  more  than  six  mil- 
lions of  gallons;  and  estimating  the  saving  on  this 
quantity  in  the  same  ratio  as  before  stated,  the 
amount  would  be  103,000  dollars  more,  equal  to  a 
capital  of  upwards  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  and 
showing  the  whole  saving  or  profit  to  be  142,000 
dollars  annually — a sum  nearly  double  the  amount 
of  the  city  taxes,  exclusive  of  interest  on  the  city 
debt,  which  will  soon  melt  away  by  the  operation 
of  the  sinking  fund. 

The  uses  and  importance  of  this  water,  it  is  im- 
possible sufficiently  to  value.  The  additional  clean- 
liness of  the  city;  the  supply  of  the  neighboring  dis- 
tricts, for  culinary  purposes,  as  well  as  for  pur- 
poses of  refreshment;  the  great  advantage  incases 
of  fire;  the  ornament  of  fountains  in  the  public 
squares  so  wisely  provided  by  our  great  founder; 
the  benefit  to  manufactures,  and  the  establishment 
of  water  power  in  the  city  for  various  purposes,— 
may  be  named  among  the  advantages  of  this  new 
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work;  but  above  all  are  we  to  place  its  effect  upon 
the  health  of  a preat  and  prowinp  community,— 
which,  of  itself,  would  justify  a much  greater  ex- 
penditure. 

Necessarily  connected  with  this  stibject  is  the 
distribution  of  the  water,  after  it  has  been  raised 
to  the  reservoirs,  and  the  committee  therefore  de- 
tain councils  a little  longer,  whilst  they  show  what 
has  been  done  on  that  head. 

Tl.e  former  inadequate  supply  of  wate”,  derived 
through  the  wooden  pipes  of  conduit,  from  Fair 
Mount,  and  the  constant  vexation  and  expense,  oc 
casioned  by  the  bursting  of  those  in  the  streets,  had 
long  turned  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
propriety  of  substituting  iron  pipes,  but  the  expe 
riments  which  had  been  made  were  not  encourag- 
ing,  and  therefore  it  became  desirable  to  get  infor 
maiion  from  abroad;  several  attempts  were  made 
without  success  until  the  summer  of  1818,  when, 
through  a respectable  house  in  London,  Mr.  J. 
Walker,  an  engineer  of  much  eminence,  made  are- 
port  which  was  submitted  to  councils,  with  a re 
port  from  the  committee,  on  the  llth  of  November, 
1818,  and  both  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

At  the  same  time  some  of  the  iron  pipes  were 
procured,  and  the  information  derived  was  so  satis- 
factory  that  it  determined  councils  to  commence 
the  work  w'ith  laying  down  a large  iron  main  from 
Fair  Mount  to  the  junction  of  Chesnut  and  Broad- 
streets.  An  appropriation  was  made  of  70,000  dol- 
lars for  this  purpose  at  that  time,  and  other  appro- 
priations equally  liberal,  have  since  been  added  for 
iron  pipes. 

The  work  was  commenced  at  the  old  reservoir  at 
Fair  mount,  into  the  bottom  of  which  there  was  in- 
serted a bell  muzzle  pipe  of  thirty  inches  diame- 
ter, tapering  off  to  twenty-two  inches;  this  size  pipe 
was  continued  along  Hunter-street,  which  was  fill- 
ed up  to  a proper  level  for  the  purpose,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  city,  and  thence  on  the  old  canal  bank  j 
as  nearly  level  as  posible,  to  Callowhill-street,  2661 
feet— the  pipe  was  then  diminished  to  twenty  inch- 
es diameter,  and  continued  along  Gallowhill  to 
Broad  street,  and  thence  along  Broad-street  to 
Chesnut-street,  6009  feet.  The  opening  into  the 
reservoir  is  closed  when  required  by  a stop-cock — 
The  whole  quantity  of  wooden  pipes  from  Fair 
M ount  and  through  the  city,  was  about  32  miles 
in  extent;  all  of  which  in  process  of  time  will  have 
to  be  removed,  and  iron  substituted;  but  in  the 
mean  lime  the  committee  have  deemed  it  right  to 
lay  down  some  important  mains,  even  where  the 
pipes  do  not  actually  require  taking  up:  for  in- 
stance there  is  placed  a ten  inch  iron  main  on  the 
south  side  of  Chesnut-street,  extending  from  Broad 
to  Water-street;  and  contracts  have  been  made  for 
pipes  of  the  same  size  to  be  laid  next  season,  on  the 
north  side  of  Chesnut-street,  which  will  thus  fur- 
nish an  ample  supply  to  both  the  north  and  south 
part  of  the  city. 

In  High-street  six  inch  pipes  are  laid  on  the  south 
side,  from  Broad  street  to  Water-street,  and  are 
nearly  completed  on  the  north  side,  and  will  be  en- 
tirely so  early  in  the  spring.  Front-st.  from  Ches- 
nut  street,  with  an  eight  inch  iron  main  is  laid  to 
Union-street,  and  will  be  completed  early  in  the 
season  from  High  to  South-street — the  pipes  for 
both  the  abovementioned  sections  being  all  prepar 
ed.  Walnut  from  a little  west  of  Sixth-street  to 
Water-street,  is  laid  with  six  inch  iron  pipes,  and 
some  other  streets  are  laid  partially  where  it  was 
found  to  be  necessary:  the  whole  quantity  of  iron 
pipes  now  laid  is  35,205  feet,  and  in  no  instance  has 
a leak  been  discovered.  The  contrast  between  this 


and  former  experience  with  the  wooden  pipes  is 
highly  gratifying. 

The  straight  pipes  are  made  in  lengths  of  nine 
feet  each,  with  what  are  called  spigot  and  faucet 
joints:  other  pipes,  of  a circular  form  to  pass  round 
corners,  are  made  of  different  lengths,  as  may  be 
required,  with  easy  turns,  by  which  it  is  obvious  the 
passage  of  the  water  is  much  facilitated.  A draw- 
ing of  the  different  kinds  of  pipes  is  annexed. 

The  laying  of  the  pipes  is  very  easy,  care  being 
taken  to  keep  them  firm  in  their  bed — the  hub,  or 
large  end  of  one  laps  about  four  six  inches  over 
ihe  small  end  of  the  other,  leaving  a space  of  from 
one  fourth  to  one  half  of  an  inch  all  round,  which 
is  first  caulked  in  with  a ring  of  plaited  hemp,  to 
prevent  the  lead  running  into  the  pipes;  then  a 
pair  of  nippers,  with  a joint  in  the  lower  part  to  fit 
all  round  the  pipes,  and  having  an  opening  on  the 
top  for  the  lead  and  another  for  the  escape  of  the 
air,  which  will  be  shown  in  the  annexed  drawing, 
is  affixed  next  to  the  opening  on  the  outer  part  of 
the  pipe,  sc  as  to  prevent  the  lead  coming  out  in 
front,  which  is  further  secured  by  a ring  of  clay 
outside  of  the  nippers,  and  formed  into  a cap  at 
top,  into  which  melted  lead  is  poured,  forming  a 
ring  of  lead  three  or  four  inches  in  depth.  When 
the  lead  is  cold,  the  clay  and  nippers  are  removed, 
and  it  is  then  upset  with  a hammer  and  chissel, 
which  completes  the  joint. 

Although  the  iron  pipes  cost  more  in  the  first  in- 
stance, yet  with  the  experience  this  city  has  had 
with  wooden  pipes,  there  can  be  no  hesitation  in 
adopting  iron  in  preference  to  the  latter.  The  cost 
of  iron  pipes,  it  may  be  satisfactory  to  mention,  is 
as  follows: 


22  inch  pipes. 

per  foot 

$6  25 

20  do 

do 

5 00 

16  do 

do 

3 33  1*3 

10  do 

do 

2 40 

8 do 

do 

1 66  2-3 

6 do 

do 

1 10 

4 do 

do 

64 

3 do 

do 

45 

1 1 2 do 

do 

40 

These  prices  do  not  contain  the  prices  of  lead, 
laying,  &c.  as  the  difference  of  situation  makes  so 
material  an  alteration.  The  20  and  22  inch  main 
cost  seven  dollars  aad  forty-two  cents  per  foot,  on 
the  average,  but  this  includes  the  filling  up  of  Hun- 
ter street,  Stc. 

The  greater  part  of  the  pipes  now  laid  or  in  hand 
were  made  in  the  United  States,  and  the  committee 
have  never  imported  any  when  they  were  to  be  had 
here,  except  as  samples,  for  the  benefit  of  our  ma- 
nufactarers.  In  the  first  contract  for  the  large 
main,  only  one  offer  was  made  that  could  be  ac- 
cepted, and  after  the  acceptance  of  the  contract 
the  person  who  proposed  for  it  preferred  making 
only  the  twenty-inch  pipes,  w’hich  induced  the  com- 
mittee to  import  the  22-inch  pipes.  Since  that 
time  none  others  were  imported  until  the  last  sum- 
mer, w'hen  one  of  the  contractors  failed  in  his  per- 
formance, owing  to  an  accident  to  his  furnace,  anti 
the  other  contractor  could  not  undertake  to  make 
more  during  the  season,  in  which  the  committee 
had  made  arrangements  to  complete  High  and 
Front-streets.  An  offer  being  made  to  contract  for 
the  quantity  thus  deficient,  to  be  obtained  from 
England,  an  engagement  was  made  for  the  defi- 
ciency, and  the  contract  has  been  fulfilled.  The 
sum  paid  to  tlie  manufacturers  here  for  iron  pipes, 
and  those  now  contracted  for  amounts  to  97,814 
I dollars  and  20  cents,  and  the  cost  of  those  import- 
ed amounts  to  16,940  dollars  and  31  eent'i, 


ia4  NILES’ REGISTER— SUP.  TO  VOL.  XXII— JHAAVLEY  AISD  HANCOCK. 


The  committee  cannot  close  this  report  without  | 
presenting-,  in  the  most  distinct  manner,  to  the  no- 
tice of  both  the  councils  and  the  city,  Mr-  Frede- 
rick GrafT,  for  many  years  superintendant  ol  the 
water  works,  whose  taste  in  the  design  and  w.iose  | 
iudgement  in  the  arrangement  of  the  works  at 
Fair  Mount,  with  his  indefatigable  xeal  for  the  pub- 
lic interest  in  every  department,  have  attracted  the 
regard  and  thanks  of  the  committee,  and  entitle 
him  to  those  of  the  councils.  All  which  is  re- 
spectfully submitted. 

lly  order  of  the  committee, 

JOSEPH  S.  LEWIS,  chairman. 

January  6,  1823. 


Portraits  of  Hawley  and  Hancock. 

From  the  life  of  James  Otis^  by  William  Tudor,  esq.  of 
Boston 

Hawlet. — The  legislature  of  this  year  (1766,) 
received  an  addition  of  three  eminent  members, 
who  were  reiurned  to  it  for  the  first  time:  Joseph 
Hawley,  John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams.  Ma- 
]or  Hawley,  a representative  from  Northampton, 
acquired  a very  remarkable  influence  in  the  public 
councils.  Pei  haps  Massachusetts  can  boast  of  no 
citizen  in  all  her  annals  more  estimable.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  legislature  until  1776,  and  during 
that  period,  it  has  been  said,  that  no  vote  on  any 
public  measure  either  was,  or  could  have  been  car- 
ried without  his  assent. 

Joseph  Hawley  was  born  1724,  educated  at  Yale 
college,  and  followed  the  profession  of  the  law  in 
Northampton,  where  he  died  in  1788,  aged  64  years. 
As  a lawyer,  he  possessed  great  learning, — able 
as  a reasoncr,  and  a very  manly,  impressive  speak- 
er. He  was  at  the  head  of  the  bar  in  the  western 
counties  of  the  province.  He  had  studied  with 
diligence  the  principles  of  law,  as  connected  with 
political  institutions.  This  had  prepared  him  for  a 
clear  perception  of  the  effects  that  would  have  re- 
sulted from  the  execution  of  the  ministerial  plans 
against  the  colonies;  and  caused  him  to  take  the 
most  ardent  and  decisive  part  against  the  stamp 
act,  and  the  whole  series  of  arbitrary  measures 
which  follpwed  it.  The  adherents  of  the  adminis- 
tration  dreaded  him  more  than  any  individual  in  his 
part  of  the  country,  and  as  usual  endeavored,  al- 
though most  completely  in  vain,  to  injure  his  cha- 
racter. They  succeeded  indeed,  in  this  official 
persecution,  in  throwing  him  over  the  bar,  to  which 
he  was  however  soon  restored. 

The  almost  unexampled  influence  acquired  by 
major  Hawley,  was  owing  not  only  to  his  great  ta- 
lents, but  to  his  high  minded,  unsullied,  unim- 
peachable integrity.  His  enemies  sought  to  under- 
mine his  reputation,  by  calumniating  his  motives, 
as  was  their  manner  towards  every  distinguished 
man  on  the  patriotic  side.  They  said  his  conduct 
was  factious  and  principles  ruinous,  and  that  the 
only  object  which  he  and  his  coadjutors  had  in 
view,  was  to  bring  themselves  into  power  under  a 
new  order  of  things.  The  imputation  of  selfish, 
sordid  views  was  insupportable  to  a man  of  his 
charaAer.  He  therefore  at  once  resolved  and  pledg- 
ed himself  never  to  accept  of  any  promotion,  office 
or  emolument  under  any  government.  This  pledge 
he  severely  redeemed.  He  refused  even  all  pro- 
motion in  the  militia;  was  several  times  chosen  a 
counsellor,  but  declined;  and  would  accept  of  no 
other  public  trust  but  the  nearly  gratuitous  one  of 
representing  his  town.  A modest  estate  which  de- 
scended to  him  from  his  father  and  uncle,  was  ade- 


quate to  support  hit  plain  style  of  livlner,  and  hr 
had  no  desire  to  accumulate  vealth.  His  charac- 
ter was  so  noble  and  consistent,  that  his  fellow  cit 
izens  reposed  unhesitating  confidence  in  his  inte- 
grity; they  believed  that  all  tf»e  honors  and  wealth 
of  the  mother  country  wotdd  be  insufficient  to  coi- 
rupt  him;  v.hde  tl.'ty  saw  d.-ily  that  he  sought  no- 
thing from  his  own  party.  His  talents,  judgment 
and  firmness  came  in  aid  of  his  reputation  for  disin 
terestedness,  and  gave  him  on  all  occasions  the 
power  of  an  umpire.  1 he  weight  of  his  character 
was  sufficient  to  balance  all  the  interest  which  sev 
eral  gentlemen  ’of  great  respectability  in  the  west- 
ern countries  exerted  in  favor  of  the  administra- 
tion. The  country  members  followed  his  opinions 
implicitly,  and  the  most  powerful  leaders  in  the  le- 
gislature would  probably  have  been  unsuccessful 
if  they  had  attempted  to  carry  any  measure  against 
bis  opinion. 

The  ascendancy  which  was  allotted  to  him  by 
the  deference  of  others,  was  a fortunate  circum- 
stance for  his  country.  Never  was  influence  exer- 
cised witli  iTiore  intelligent,  devoted  and  inflexible 
patriotism.  He  made  up  his  mind  earlier  than  most 
men,  that  the  struggle  against  oppression  would 
lead  to  war,  and  that  our  rights  at  last  must  be  se- 
cured by  our  arms.  As  the  crisis  approached,  when 
some  persons  urged  upon  him  the  danger  of  a con- 
test, so  apparently  unequal,  his  answer  was,  “we 
must  put  to  sea, — Providence  will  bring  us  into 
port.” 

Major  Hawley  did  not  appear  in  the  legislature 
after  the  year  1776,  but  he  never  relaxed  his  zeal 
in  the  service  of  his  country,  and  was  ready  to  con- 
tribute bis  efforts  to  the  public  service.  By  his 
private  exertions,  he  rendered  assistance  at  some 
very  critical  and  discouraging  periods.  At  the  sea 
son  when  the  prospects  of  the  American  army  were 
the  most  gloomy;  when  the  Jerseys  were  overrun 
and  the  feelings  of  many  were  on  the  verge  of  des- 
pondency, he  exerted  himself  with  great  activity 
and  success  to  rally  the  spirits  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens. At  this  time,  when  apathy  appeared  stealing 
upon  the  country,  and  the  people  were  reluctant  to 
march  on  a seemingly  desperate  enterprize,  he  ad 
dressed  a body  of  nulitia,  to  urge  them  to  volun 
teer  as  recruits.  His  manly  eloquence,  his  power- 
ful appeals  to  their  pride,  their  patriotism,  their 
duty,  to  every  thing  which  they  held  dear  and  sa- 
cred, awakened  their  dormant  feelings  and  excited 
them  to  enthusiasm. 

On  another  occasion  he  rendered  a service  of 
much  higher  moment,  and  may  be  said  not  only  to 
have  prevented,  but  to  have  radically  destroyed 
an  incipient  insurrection.  At  a time  when  the  bur- 
thens and  distresses  of  the  war  had  produced  great 
discontent,  and  even  disaffection  in  some  quarters 
— and  Samuel  Ely,  a notorious  demagogue,  had  by 
his  factious  and  treasonable  efforts,  gone  far  to  or- 
ganize in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  an  almost 
open  resistance  to  the  government,  delegates  from 
a large  number  of  towns  met  in  convention  at  Hat- 
field. The  legislature  sent  Messrs.  Samuel  Adams, 
Stephen  Gorham,  and  general  Ward,  as  commis- 
sioners to  meet  them,  and  avert,  if  possible,  the 
threatened  danger.  It  was  a moment  of  peril  and 
anxiety.  Major  Hawley  was  a delegate  from  Norlli- 
ampton.  At  the  opening  of  the  meeting,  the  ele- 
ments of  mischief  were  visible  in  all  its  malignity, 
and  seemed  ready  to  burst  into  open  fury.  Hawley 
with  the  deepest  solicitude,  which  in  great  minds 
is  the  certain  foundation  of  coolness  and  self  pos- 
session, addressed  this  convention,  consisting  of 
two  hundred.  His  spotless  and  lofty  integrity,  be- 
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fore  which  even  the  most  callous  demafjogues'  college  in  1754.  His  father  died  when  he  was  s 


shrunk  abashed,  prepared  the  way  to  that  triumph 
which  his  masterly  talents  achieved.  Argument, 
satire,  pleasantry,  alternate  appeals  to  their  pas- 
sions and  to  their  reason, — all  managed  with  con- 
summ^te  address  and  irresistible  energy,  gradual- 
ly subdued  their  inflamed,  refractory  humor,  and 
finally  moulded  them  entirely  to  his  will.  They 
not  only  renounced  all  their  dangerous  intentions, 
but  agreed  to  sign  a humble  petition  to  the  govern- 
ment, promising  future  obedience,  and  pra)ing  for 


child,  and  he  was  then  adopted  by  his  uncle,  Tho- 
mas Hancock,  the  most  opulent  merchant  in  Ros- 
ton — a man  of  enlarged  views  and  public  spirit, 
who  beqtieathed  some  considerable  legacies  to  dif- 
ferent institutions.  This  benevolent  uncle  to:)k  the 
entire  charge  of  his  young  relation,  and  rec  ived 
him  into  his  counting  house  on  the  completion  of 
his  education  at  the  University;  and,  after  a few 
years,  sent  him  to  England,  to  see  that  country, 
and  to  become  personally  acquainted  with  his  cor- 


an act  or  indemnity  for  the  past;  and,  to  make  the|  respondents.  He  died  of  an  apoplexy  in  1764, 
victory  more  complete,  and  to  show  the  danger  was  I leaving  his  nephew  to  succeed  to  his  very  extensive 
entirely  destroyed,  they  were  brought,  with  the  ex  mercantile  concerns,  and  heir  to  the  largest  estate 
ception  of  five  person.s,  to  sign  the  petition,  exclud  in  the  province.  This  sudden  possession  of  wealth 

from  the;  turned  the  eyes  of  the  whole  community  towards 
I him;  his  conduct  under  this  trying  prosperity,  se- 


ing  Ely,  the  leader  of  the  disturbanc 
indemnity. 

Major  Hawley  was  a sincerely  religious  and  pl-i  cured  universal  esteem  and  good  will.  It  made  him 
Gasman — but  here,  as  in  politics,  he  loathed  all  neither  giddy,  arrogant  nor  profligate;  he  continued 
tyranny  and  fanatical  usurpation.  He  was,  near!  Ivs  course  of  regularity,  industry  and  moderation. 

Great  numbers  of  people  received  employment  at 

his  hands,  and  in  all  his  commercial  transactions, 
he  exhibited  that  fair  and  l.beral  character  which 
commonly  distinguishes  the  extensive  and  affluent 
merchant. 

The  natural  influence  which  he  acquired  frofft 
his  habits  and  his  possessions,  rendered  him  ex- 
tremely popular,  and  he  had  been  often  called  upon 
to  act  in  the  affairs  of  the  town.  At  length  he  was 
placed  in  the  legislature,*  and  this  event  decided 
his  future  career.  The  stake  which  he  pledged  in 
the  large  fortune  under  his  control,  was  a proof  of 
his  sincerity  in  the  principles  which  he  professed, 
which  had  great  w’eight  with  minds  of  the  common 
order,  and  was  quite  obvious  to  even  the  meanest 
capacity.  He  was  gradually  engrossed  by  political 
concerns,  and  very  early  became  highly  obnoxious 
to  the  administration.  Their  enmity  was  shown  in 
several  attempts  at  insuh  and  oppression,  such  as 


the  close  of  his  live,  chosen  into  the  senate  of  Mas 
sacliusetts.  Though  he  would  not  have  taken  the 
trust  at  any  rate,  he  seized  the  opportunity  to  give 
his  testimony  against  the  test  act,  which,  till  a re- 
cent period,  was  a stain  in  the  constitution  of  that 
state.  In  a lettet*  upon  the  subject,  he  asked  if  it 
was  necessary  that  he  should  be  called  upon  to  re- 
nounce the  authority  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
and  every  foreign  potentate?  and  whether  it  could 
be  expected,  that,  having  been  a member  of  the 
church  for  forty  years,  he  should  submit  to  the  in- 
suit  of  being  called  to  swear  that  he  believed  in 
the  truth  ov  the  Christian  religion,  before  he  could 
take  bis  seat. 

With  all  these  powerful  talents  and  noble  feel- 
ings, he  was  not  exempt  from  a misfortune  that 
occasionally  threw  its  dark  shadows  over  them. — 

He  was  subject,  at  particular  times,  to  an  hypo- 
chondriac disorder,  that  would  envelope  him  in 
gloom  and  despondency.  At  those  seasons  he  wasl  seizing  his  vessels.f  calling  upon  him  for  excessive 
oppre.<<sed  with  melancholy,  and  would  lament  eve-|bail,  &c.  all  of  which  only  produced  more  decisive 


ry  action  and  exertion  of  his  life.  Vfhen  his  mind 
recovered  its  tone,  the  recollection  of  these  suffer- 
ings was  painful,  and  he  disliked  to  have  them  re- 
membered. 

Major  Hawley  was  a patriot  without  personal  an- 
imosities; an  orator  without  vanity;  a lawyer  with- 
out chi^nery;  and  a gentleman  without  ostenta- 
tion; a statesman  without  duplicity,  and  a Christian 
without  bigotry.  As  a man  of  commanding  talents, 
his  firm  renunciation  and  self-denial  of  all  ambitious 
views,  would  have  secured  him  that  respect  which 
such  strengtli  of  mind  inevitably  inspires;  while 
his  voluntary  and  zealous  devotion  to  the  service 
of  his  countrymen,  established  him  in  their  affec- 
tion. His  uprightness  and  plainness,  united  to  his 
affability  and  disinterestedness,  gave  the  most  ex- 
tensive influence  to  his  opinions;  and,  in  a period  of 
doubt,  divisions  and  danger 
from  their  perplexities,  in  his  authority,  and  sufier- 
ed  their  course  to  be  guided  by  him,  when  they 
distrusted  their  own  judgments,  or  the  counsels  of 
others.  He,  in  fine,  formed  one  of  those  manly, 
public  spirited,  and  generous  citizens,  ready  to 
share  peril  and  decline  reward,  who  illustrate  the 
idea  of  a commonwealth,  and  who,  through  the 
obstructions  of  human  passions  and  infirmities,  be- 
ing of  rare  occurrence,  will  always  be  the  most 
admired,  appropriate  and  noble  ornaments  of  a free 
"overnment. 


testimonies  of  popular  attachment  to  him,  and  a 
closer  conviction  in  his  breast  of  the  intolerable 
abuses  with  which  his  country  was  menaced. 

In  the  legislature,  Hancock  was  upon  every  im- 
portant committee — so  that  all  leading  measures 
had  his  sanction,  though  he  seldom  wrote  any  of 
the  reports.  He  had  the  full  confidence  of  the 
patriotic  party,  as  they  believed  him  to  be  un- 
changeably devoted  to  their  cause;  yet,  on  one  oc- 


*‘•1  Was  one  day  walking  in  the  mall,  and  acciden- 
tally met  Samuel  Adams.  In  taking  a few  turns 
together,  we  came  in  full  view  of  Mr  Hancock’s 
house.  Mr.  Adams,  pointing  to  the  stone  build- 
ing, said — ‘this  town  has  dene  a wise  thing  to-day.* 
‘VVbai?*  ‘They  have  made  that  young  man’s  fortune 
their  own.*  His  prophecy  was  literally  fulfiped- 
men  sought  relief  for  no  man’s  property  was  ever  more  eniirelv  de- 
voted to  the  public.  The  towm  had  that  day  chosen 
Mr.  Hancock  into  the  legislature  of  the  province. 
The  quivering  anxiety  of  the  public,  under  the 
fearful  looking  for,  of  the  vengeance  of  the  king, 
ministry  and  parliament,  compelled  him  to  h con- 
stant attendance  in  the  house;  his  mi..d  \v-%s  soon 
engrossed  by  public  cares,  alarms  and  terrors;  his 
business  left  to  subalterns,  his  private  affairs  f>e- 
glected,  and  continued  to  be  so  to  the  end  of  his 
life.” — ■}fS.  letter  from  President  Adams  to  the  late 
_ IV.  Tudor,  esij 

— I j The  insolence  of  the  commissioners  of  the  cus- 

John  Hancock,  the  son  and  grandson  of  eminent  to  ns  led  them  to  fltr  those  impolitic  and  vexa- 
Gongregational  clergymen,  was  bot-n  at  Quincey, j tious  offences,  which  were  the  immediate  cause  of 
near  Boston,  in  1737,  and  graduated  at  Harvard: much  popular  excitements 
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casion,  there  was  a difference  of  opinion  between 
him  and  Adams,  on  some  proposition  of  Hutchin- 
son, in  regard  to  removing  the  general  court  to 
Boston,  which  created  a temporary  schism  in  the 
party,  and  a long  alienation  of  friendship  between 
those  eminent  men.  They  were  reconciled  to  each 
other,  several  years  afterwards,  and  filled  the  two 
first  offices  of  the  state  together,  during  a consi- 
derable period. 

General  Gage  issued  a proclamation,  i.i  .Tune 
1775,  a fe  V days  before  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill, 
offering  a pardon  to  all  rebels,  excepting  Samuel 
A lams  and  John  Hancock— “whose  offences  (said 
the  edict),  are  of  too  flagitious  a nature  to  admit  of 
any  other  consideration  than  that  of  condign  punish- 
ment.*' This  virulent  proscription,  which  was  in- 
tended to  ruin  them,  widely  ex  ended  their  fame. 

A few  others,  it  is  well  known,  were  secretly  pro- 
scribed, and  would  doubtless  have  fallen  victims  to 
ministerial  vengeance— but  Adams  and  Hancock 
were  the  only  two  expressly  excepted  from  all  hope 
of  pardon,  and  irrevocably  denounced.  The  alter- 
natives to  which  their  fate  was  restricted,  embrac- 
ed the  two  extremes  of  human  disgrace  and  glory! 
they  were  either  to  be  execrated  and  executed  as 
traitors,  or  they  were  to  aid  in  establishing  a nation, 
and  to  be  honored  as  the  benefactors  of  their  coun- 
try and  mankind 

Hancock  was  president  of  the  provincial  congress 
of  Massachusetts,  until  he  was  sent  as  one  of  the 
delega'.ion  from  that  province  to  the  congress  which 
met  a»  Philadelphia,  in  1775.  In  1776,  he  had  the 
honor  to  be  president  of  that  immortal  assemblv 
which  signed  the  declaration  of  independence.* — 
He  continued  in  congress  till  1779,  when  ill  health 
forced  him  to  resign.  He  was  an  lually  chosen  go- 
vernor of  Massachusetis,  from  1780  to  1785,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Bowdoin  for  two  years. 
In  1787,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  same  office. — 
He  was  also  made  president  of  the  convention  for 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  and  conti- 
nued to  be  chosen  governor  of  the  slate,  till  his 
death,  which  took  place  Oct.  8th,  1793,  in  the  56th 
year  of  his  age. 

Few  persons  have  enjoyed  greater  or  more  inva- 
riable popularity  than  this  distinguished  patriot; 
and  there  are  not  many  men  who  have  been  so  truly 
entitled  to  this  kind  of  favor,  which,  unfortunately, 
13  not  always  an  unequivocal  testimony  of  merit. 
His  character  and  his  fortune  rendered  his  influ 
ence  of  great  importance,  and  he  threw  the^whole 
weight  of  both  into  the  scale  of  his  country.  If  he 
had  kept  aloof,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  care  of 
his  property,  he  might  have  accumulated  a vast 
stock  of  wealth;  but  he  so  disregarded  his  own 
affairs  in  his  attention  to  public  engagements,  that 
had  his  estate  not  been  very  large,  he  would  have 
died  as  poor  as  any  of  his  colleagues.  He  was  con- 
sulted, when  it  was  contemplated  to  burn  the  town 
of  Boston,  in  order  to  force  the  enemy  to  evacuate 


* Without  reference  to  general  views,  a signature 
to  that  instrument,  was,  to  the  individual,  on  per- 
sonal considerations  only,  of  the  most  momentous 
import.  The  only  writing,  however,  which  appears 
trembling,  is  that  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  who  had  been 
afflicted  with  the  palsy.  Hancock  seems  to  have 
had  in  mind  an  official  proportion  in  the  dimensions 
of  the  name;  and  tlie  force  with  which  it  is  writ- 
ten, shows  that  it  was  never  intended  to  be  erased. 
Those  who  are  fond  of  relics,  may  be  glad  to  know, 
that  the  pen  with  which  these  signatures  were 
made,  was  preserved,  and  is  now  in  the  cabinet  of 
the  Massachusetts  historical  society. 


it.  He  answered,  that  although  the  greater  part  o^^ 
his  fortune  consisted  of  buildings  within  the  town, 
yet,  if  its  destruction  would  be  uiseful  to  the  cause 
of  his  country,  that  this  circumstance  should  be  no 
impediment  to  its  being  set  on  fire  immediately. 

The  greatest  fault  in  his  character,  was  a peevish- 
ness and  irritability  that  often  grieved  his  friends, 
but  which  was  forgiven  on  reflecting,  that  this  fail- 
ing was  not  owing  to  a bad  heart,  or  a mean  spirit, 
but  to  perpetual  ill  health.  Mis  constitution  was 
naturally  feeble,  and  he  was  for  many  years  afflict- 
ed with  the  gout.  The  greater  portion  of  his  life, 
indeed,  was  past  in  physical  suffering — his  mind 
rose  superior  to  this  misfortune  in  the  discharge  of 
his  public  duties:  and  as  he  never  relaxed  from 
these,  while  it  was  possible  for  him  to  continue  his 
efforts,  his  family  and  his  acquaintance,  bore  with 
indulgence  a natural  consequence  of  infirmities, 
under  which  a less  powerful  mind  would  have  sunk 
entirely. 

In  private  life  he  commanded  the  esteem  of  those 
persons  who  differed  from  him  in  political  opinions. 
His  beneficence  never  failed.  In  his  exterior  he 
exhibited  the  characteristics  of  a gentleman — dress- 
ing with  elegance,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the 
day;  keeping  a handsome  equipage,  and  being  po- 
lite and  affable  in  social  intercourse.  He  was  re- 
nowned for  his  hospitality;  strangers  who  were  en- 
titled to  it,  received  a ready  welcome,  and  a large 
circle  of  acquaintance  became  frequent  guests  at 
his  parties,  which  were  distinguished  for  all  the 
requisites,  material  as  well  as  peraonaly  which  are 
necessary  to  convivial  enjoyments,  among  the  refin- 
ed classes  of  civilized  society.  He  possessed  many 
valuable  qualifications  for  public  life,  a knowledge 
of  business  and  facility  in  despatching  it,  and  a rea- 
dy insight  into  the  character  of  men.  As  an  ora- 
tor, he  was  not  remarkable;  he  seldom  made  an 
elaborate  speech,  and  the  only  discourse  of  his  in 
print,  is  the  oration  on  the  5ih  of  March,  1774. — 
But  as  the  president,  moderator,  or  speaker  of  an 
assembly,  whether  it  was  a town  meeting  or  a 
house  of  representatives,  he  wa^  not  surpassed  by 
any  person  of  his  time.  His  voice  was  powerful — 
his  acquaintance  with  parliamentary  forms  accu- 
rate, and  his  apprehensions  of  questions  quick;  he 
was  attentive,  impartial  and  dignified,  and  in  these 
situations, inspired  respect  and  confidence  wherever 
he  presided. 

Towards  the  close  of  his  career,  as  parties  gretir 
up  under  the  new  constitution,  some  respectable 
men  were  dissatisfied  with  his  administration  as 
governor,  but  the  amount  of  his  popularity  as  sig- 
nified by  numbers,  was  not  perceptibly  diminished. 
In  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  though 
president  of  the  convention  which  discussed  that 
instrument,  he  did  not  at  the  beginning  take  a very 
decided  part;  yet,  towards  the  close  of  the  session 
he  lent  all  his  influence,  which  was  very  important, 
to  procure  the  ratification  of  the  new  system. — 
There  were  still,  however,  strong  prejudices  against 
him,  arising  rather  from  a dislike  to  particular  indi- 
viduals who  surrounded  him,  than  to  his  own  pro- 
ceedings. Men  who  were  lukewarm  or  inimical  to 
the  federal  government,  obtained  an  ascendancy 
over  his  mind,  which  was  invidiously  manifested  at 
the  last  journey  of  Washington  to  Boston,  in  1789. 
The  governor  was  unfortunately  persuaded  to  start 
some  ill  timed  questions  of  etiquette  respecting  his 
meeting  with  the  President,  which  was  wholly  un- 
expected by  the  latter,  and  tended  to  mar  the  plea- 
sure of  his  visit.  At  that  moment  of  joyous  enthu- 
siasm, when  infancy  and  age  were  exulting,  the 
one,  that  it  had  been  born  soon  enough,  and  the 
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other,  that  it  had  lived  lon^  enough  to  see  the  be- 
loved chief:  when  the  people  and  the  magis'rateo, 
both  sexes,  and  every  profession,  poured  f rih  in 
processions,  wdth  overflowing  hearts,  to  greet  the 
most  venerated  man  in  the  nation,  this  coldness  of  I 
the  governor  inspired  universal  dissa’isfaction. — 
He  himself  regretted  this  mistake,  and  subsequent- 
ly endeavored  to  remove  its  impression  In  fine,  his 
talents  may  be  estimated  to  have  been  rather  useful 
than  brilliant  or  profound;  his  habits  and  appear- 
ance were  those  of  a gentleman;  his  feelings  and 
principles  those  of  a patriot;  his  morality  and  be- 
nevolence those  of  a sincere  professor  of  Christian- 
ity; he  abandoned  the  care  of  private  interest  to 
devote  his  time  to  the  welfare  of  the  public;  his 
bodily  infirmities  could  not  subdue  the  energy  of 
his  mind,  and  the  part  which  he  took  having  been 
adopted  from  a sense  of  duty,  was  inflexibly  sus- 
tained: he  outlived  the  proscription  of  his  enemies, 
to  be  cherished  and  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens, 
and  bis  name,  which  stands  the  leading  signature 
in  the  national  charter,  is  conspicuously  and  indeli- 
bly stamped  in  the  history  of  his  country. 


Speech  of  Mr.  Phillips. 

SHAUPE  VS.  viAXLS,  clcrk. 

The  speech  of  C.  Phillips,  Esq.  as  delivered  at  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  in  an  action  between 
Sharpe  v.  Vialls,  clerk,  to  recover  damages  for  a 
malicious  prosecution,  for  stealing  beef  and  bread 
— value,  two  pence — on  Tnursday,  December 
12th,  1822,  before  the  Lord  Chief  Justice,  and  a 
special  jury. 

•My  lardy  and  gentlemen  of  the  jury. 

The  jury  had  heard  from  my  learned  friend,  that 
this  action  was  brought  to  recover  compensation 
in  damages,  in  consequence  of  a prosecution,  mail 
ciously  preferred — that  is,  preferred  without  any 
probable  cause  to  warrant  it,  from  the  absence  of 
which,  malice,  though  not  distinctly  proveable, 
was  still  presumable  and  inferential,  I need  not 
state  to  you,  that  the  grounds  ought  to  be  strong 
indeed,  to  warrant  any  man.  in  putting  another  on 
his  trial  on  a charge  of  felony.  The  principles  of 
constitutional  law  are  too  well  known  in  England, 
to  require  any  statement  on  the  subject.  My  charge 
to  day,  against  the  defendant,  is,  that  he  did  insti 
tute  such  a prosecution  against  my  client;  not  only 
without  any  probable  grounds  to  warrant  it,  but 
upon  grounds  the  most  absurd,  the  most  cruel,  the 
most  oppressive,  and  the  most  capricious, — a pro- 
ceeding not  only  repugnant  to.  his  character  as  a 
clergyman,  but  detestable  in  the  eyes  of  every  hu- 
man being.  Gentlemen,  I feel,  how’ever,  that  I have 
much  to  combat,  in  advocating  the  cause  of  hum 
ble  poverty,  against  pampered  oppression— I have 
to  charge  that  oppression  upon  a character,  where 
the  virtues,  and  the  charities  of  life,  are  presumed 
to  dwell — I have  to  fear,  also,  lest  the  language 
which  I must  hold  towards  the  individual,  may  be 
misconstrued  into  any  disrespect,  to  his  venerated 
profession— most  assuredly  I mean  no  such  a thing 
— but  when  I find  a man  in  lofty  station,  strug- 
gling to  prove,  that  he  owes  his  rank  rather  lo 
fortune’s  blindness,  than  to  personal  deserving, 
and  when  I find  him  hiding  the  world’s  heart  unde; 
a religious  garnnent,  it  is  my  duty  to  overcome  thf 
pain,  which  the  exposure  gives  me — a duty,  to  tlu 
rank,  such  conduct  has  dishonored — a duty  to  ihf 
church,  thus  more  endangered  by  its  own  profes- 
sors, than  by  all  that  infidelity  can  urge  against  it. 


I shall  proceed  to  detail  to  you  the  facts— hear 
them  if  you  can  with  gravity — think  of  them,  I 
trust  you  will  not,  without  indignation  The  plain- 
t AT  is  a poor  man,  living  by  the  labor  of  his  hands. 
If  he  defendans  .Mr.  Vialls,  is  a clergyman  of  the 
church  of  England,  of  ample  fortune,  and  its  usual 
attendants,  a large  establishment.  It  happened 
that  in  October  of  the  Ust  year,  the  defendant  was 
employed  in  the  garden  of  .Mr.  Vialls,  as  under 
gardener,  and  on  tlie  31st  of  that  month,  it  being 
Sunday,  he  dined  with  his  aunt,  at  Camberwell. 
They  had  a small  round  of  corned  beef  for  dinner, 
and,  upon  his  departure,  his  aunt,  with  much  hos- 
pitality, pressed  him  to  accept  a slice  ofit.  fie  ac- 
cepted it,  returned  home,  and  placed  it  in  an  open 
tool  box  in  the  garden,  the  usual  depository  for  the 
under  gardener’s  dinner.  About  11  o’clock,  the 
Parson  went  to  take  the  air  in  his  garden;  he  pro- 
ceeded with  the  sagacity  of  an  old  pointer  to  the 
tool-house,  and  made  a dead  set  upon  the  poor 
man’s  beef.  [Laughter.]  He  was  not  contented 
with  the  tithe  of  it,  or  he  might  perhaps,  have  plead- 
ed prescription.  [Continued  laughter.]  But  he 
swept  it  at  once,  entire  and  whole,  into  his  breech- 
es pocket.  [The  laughter  here  was  loud  and  pro- 
longed ] Out  of  the  Doctor’s  own  Ups,  I shall  prove 
this  ludicrous  disposal  of  the  beef.  The  poor  man 
was  earning  an  appetite,  which  it  seems,  breakfast 
could  not  take  away  from  the  Parson.  The  Doctor 
proceeded  directly  to  his  house — he  dived  at  once 
into  the  kitchen  “Follow  me,”  said  he  to  the  as- 
tonished cook,  “follow  me  to  the  larder,  and  bring 
the  carving  knife  with  you.”  [Laughter  ] The 
cook  followed  with  tremulous  apprehension,  the 
scullion  retreated  in  silent  consternation.  Arrived 
at  the  kitchen,  he  cast  a look  at  a round  of  beef  which 
had  already  done  duty  in  the  family, cut  a measured 
slice  from  it,  with  much  caution,  performed  the 
like  operation  upon  a loaf  of  bread,  and  then  stalk- 
ed aw'ay  without  uttering  a syllable.  “Lord  bless 
us,”  says  the  cook,  “how  hungry  my  master  is — 
breakfast  just  over,  he’s  taken  ;o  the  lunclieon.” 
Not  for  a luncheon,  however,  was  the  beef  intended; 
all  that  day,  and  all  that  night,  it  was  the  Parson’s 
companion,  and  next  morning  the  cook  received 
a summon  to  attend  his  dressing  room;  there,  spr  ad 
out  in  state,  he  showed  her  the  slice  he  had  cut  off 
the  round,  and  the  beef  he  had  nianciuvred  out  of 
tiie  tool-box — so  cut  to  nriatch,  that  you  could 
scarcely  distinguish  between  them.  “VV’on’t  you 
swear,”  said  the  Parson,  “that  these  two  slices  are 
from  the  same  rou.id.'*”  “It’s  impossible  ihai  1 can,” 
said  the  cook,  “beef’s  beef  all  the  world  over.”  “I 
can,”  said  the  parson;  “here’s  a slice  ■.hat  came 
off  my  round,  and  I’ll  swear  it  did,becaua>t  1 found 
it  in  the  tool  box.”  “Your  rouru',”  said  the  cook, 
*'was  safe  in  the  larder;  the  door  was  loi  ked,  and 
the  key  was  in  my  pocket.”  There  was  a reason 
too,  which  the  Doctor  assigned  for  claiming  the 
beef,  and  which,  as  it  has  at  least,  the  merit  of  ori- 
ginality, I shall  mention.  Indeed,  he  repeated  it 
before  a jury. — I know  the  beef  to  be  mine  from  its 
complexion!  Gentlemen,  perhaps  he  might,  i dare 
say  there  was  a lilly  whiteness  about  the  fat,  and  a 
modest  saltpetre  aurora  like  redness  about  the  lean, 
familiar  to  the  eyes  of  a Doctor  ofDiviniiy. 

Gentlemen,  the  next  appearance  ofth-*  cook  was 
before  a magistrate,  where  she  distinctly  swore  to 
the  utter  impossibility  of  any  access  to  the  beef, 
vithout  her  knowledge,  and  she  solemnly  denied 
that  such  access  was  ever  afforded.  The  cook  )-av- 
ing  failed,  the  butler  was  resorted  to.  The  Parson 
produced  to  him  the  slice  from  the  round,  and 
asked  him  whether  it  was  not  hi«  property.^  “No,” 
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Baid  t*  e butler.  “God  bless  me,*^  sj&id  the  Parson, 
•*wbai  a fool  you  are,  not  to  swear  to  beef!’*  He 
then  produced  the  slice  from  the  tool  box.  “At 
al!  events,  Joe,  you  will  have  no  hesitation  in  swear 
ing  ti>  iv  this,  and  the  other,  came  from  the  same 
rojind?”  “N  >,**  replied  Joe,  “I*d  rather  say  they 
did  not,  because  the  one  is  much  drier  than  the 
other.”  The  old  mathemetician,  when  he  solved 
the  problem,  and  exclaimed  eureka^  never  felt  one- 
tenth  portion  of  the  parson’s  extacy— “It’s  the 
same,  Joe,  it’s  the  same— it’s  only  drier,  because  I 
carried  it  in  my  breeches  pocket.” — [Laughter.] 

His  next  resource,  gentlemen,  was  the  plaintiff 
himself.  The  plaintiff  was  bewailing  the  robbery 
pf  his  dinner,  little  foreseeing  he  was  to  be  consid- 
ered  a thief,  he  told  at  once,  that  he  got  the  beef 
from  his  aunt  at  Camberwell;  but  parson  Vialls  was 
not  to  be  satisfied,  nor  would  he  even  make  enqui- 
ry. Day  after  day,  the  man  came  to  his  work,  and 
day  after  day,  the  parson  beset  him,  tormenting 
him  hourly  with  the  same  questions;  at  length  his 
patience  was  quite  exhausted,  and  he  said,  as  I am 
told,  in  the  presence  of  the  butler,  “sir,  I told  you 
the  name  of  my  aunt,  and  where  she  lived;  ^’11  an- 
swer  you  no  more  upon  the  subject:  I am  ready  to 
prove  my  innocence  before  any  tribunal  ia  the 
world.”  In  the  mean  time,  gentlemen,  th?  beef 
was  hourly  affording  the  parson  another  opportu- 
nity of  lecturing  upon  the  mutability  of  human 
affairs;  in  other  words,  it  was  getting  musty;  des- 
patch was  necessary-  The  parson  sent  it  down, 
with  a strict  command  that  some  of  the  servants 
should  dine  on  it.  The  butler  rejected  it,  as  he 
was  to  be  a witness;  and  the  kitchen  maid  swore 
she’d  not  make  her  stomach  a receiver  of  stolen 
goods;  and  the  unfortunate  cook  will  tell  you  that 
she  boiled  it  herself,  in  order  to  prevent  a revolu 
tion  in  the  scullery — [Laughter.] 

Will  you  believe,  gentleman,  that  upon  these 
grounds,  against  the  speaking  evidence  of  the  man’s 
daily  return  to  work,  against  the  oaths  of  his  own 
servants,  against  common  sense,  merely  because  he 
had  a cold  round  in  bis  lardw — this  prop  of  the 
church,  who  keeps  his  lordly  mansion,  his  equip- 
age, and  his  retinue,  determined  to  prosecute  this 
helpless  peasant,  on  a charge  of  robbery?  A charge 
so  laid,  as  to  subject  him  to  transportation.  Did 
you  ever,  gentlemen,  hear  of  such  a case  as  this? 
I remember  to  have  heard  of  one,  and  but  one, 
which  occurred  in  another  country.  It  was  not  in 
Ireland,  gentleman,  though  Mr.  Gurney’s  smiling 
would  seem  to  say  so.  It  happened  in  America 
about  fifty  years  ago.  Johnny  Hook,  gentlemen, 
was  a Highlander.  He  lived  in  one  of  the  most 
ecouotnical  parts  of  Scotland,  until  he  arrived  at 
years  of  discretion,  when,  of  course,  he|emigrated 
—[Laughter].  He  arrived  in  America  about  the 
period  of  the  revolution,  having  brought  with  him, 
from  Scotland,  a little  stout  bullock,  which  I dare 
say,  he  thought  an  apt  emblem  of  his  countrymen.— 
[Laughter.]  Patriotism  is  said  to  be  a hungry  qual- 
ity,  and  unhappily  for  Johnny  Hook,  the  Americaii 
army  encamped  in  the  very  field  where  his  bullock 
was  grazing.  The  bufiock  was  soon  sacrificed  to 
the  appetites  of  the  invaders  of  the  field,  and  the 
setting  sun  beheld  but  its  last  rib  in  existence.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  war,  Johnny  set  off  from  the 
farm,  and  brought  his  action  against  the  commis 
sary  general,  for  the  price  of  his  bullock.  The 
defence  was  conducted  by  the  inspired  Patrick 
Henry — a name  immortal  in  America,  and,  which 
should  never  die  wherever  talent  and  genius  are 
held  in  estimation.  He  touched  the  chords  of  the 
juror’s  hearts,  and  when  he  had  pictured  before 


them  the  perils,  and  privations  which  the  American 
army  had  undergone,  the  achievem-^nts  and  victo- 
ries they  had  obtained,  he  exclaimed  with  a feeling 
which  soon  became  contagious.  “Bui  who  is  Miis 
man  who  disturbs  a nation’s  devotion,  and  ai  the 
very  moment  when  they  are,  with  uplifted  arms, 
returning  thanks  to  the  God  of  battles,  exclaims, 
beef,  beef,  beef!” 

In  America,  the  name  of  Johnny  Hook  will  never 
die.  Genius  has  touched  it,  and  made  it  immortal 
— but  what  was  Johnny  Hook,  when  contrasted  with 
parson  Vialls? — as  a candle  to  the  sun.  From  the 
moment  that  the  parson  glanced  his  keen,  wordly 
tithe-discernin~  eye  into  the  poor  man’s  box,  his 
very  imagination  appears  to  have  become  bossified. 
Throughout  all  creation  he  could  see  nothing  but 
beef!  This  rounded  world,  with  all  its  rich  varie- 
ties,  was  in  his  mind  nothing  but — a round  of  beef; 
his  roses  and  his  lillies  became  transformed  into 
bullocks— not  a test  could  he  think  of,  except  the 
flesh  pots  of  Egypt.  Beef  became  to  him  what  ale 
was  to  Boniface,  his  diet  and  his  dream,  his  gar- 
ment and  his  pillow, — in  rhort,  whether  the  par- 
son was  eating  or  thinking,  dreaming  or  preaching, 
it  was  all  the  same — he  saw  nothing,  said  nothing, 
thought  of  nothing,  but  beef,  beef,  beef!  The  di- 
sease, innocent  at  first,  became  at  last  malignant — 
it  excited  all  his  sympathies,  and  he  avowed  by  his 
holy  hatred  of  persecution — by  his  love  of  Christian 
charily  and  forbearance — by  his  abhorrence  of  all 
sinful  appetites  in  the  poor— by  his  reprobation  of 
all  luxury  out  of  the  pale  of  the  church — that  he’d 
grind  the  devoted  beef  eater  to  the  dust!  If  he 
relented  but  for  a moment,  the  mutilated  round 
jswam  across  his  memory,  and  with  it  came  the 
train  of  its  perfections.  Oh,  it  was  a round  fit  for 
a rector’s  appetite — a round  the  very  corporation 
might  have  envied — a round  to  bid  defiance  to  the 
whole  common  council  after  a fast  day — 

The  round  was  a picture  for  painters  to  study, 

The  fat  was  so  white  and  the  lean  was  so  ruddy. 

And  then  his  Roman  indignation  burst  into  solilo- 
quy— *‘l’ll  make  an  example  of  the  miscreant — I’ll 
make  it  a city  business — I’ll  have  the  monster  tried 
at  Hick’s  Hall — I’ll  retain  a judge  to  prosecute 
him — the  deputy  recorder  shall  prosecute  him — I’ll 
go  further,  the  court  of  Aldermen  shall  be  on  the 
Bench,  and  he  shan*t  have  even  a chance,  for  I’ll 
have  him|indicted  five  minutes  before  dinner — the 
rascal  shall  become  a perfect  pythagorean,  and  take 
a distaste  to  the  whole  animal  creation — [Laughter]- 
even  in  Botany  Ba}^,  he  won’t  have  the  hardihood 
to  look  a bullock  in  the  face.”  [Continued  laugh- 
ter ] 

So  far  this  may  appear  a jest,  and  as  such  so  far 
you  see  I have  not  been  unwilling  to  treat  it.  But 
what  will  you  say,  when  I tell  you  that  be  actually 
put  it  into  practice.?  What  will  you  say,  when  1 tell 
you  that  took  three  whole  days  to  deliberate, 
and  then,  though  the  poor  man  returning  to  bis 
garden  to  his  daily  work  as  usual,  actually  had 
him  arrested  on  a charge  of  felony!  Yes!  when  the 
poor  peasant,  with  all  the  boldnes  natural  to  inno- 
cence, day  after  day  presented  himself  before  him 
— when  he  was  bending  in  toil  over  the  sluggish 
soil  of  its  more  insensible  proprietor,  he  had  him 
arrested  on  a charge  of  robbery!  And  who  did  this 
— a man  of  wealth — and  a man  of  God!— the  very 
“Dives”  of  the  Bible,  “faring  sumptuously  every 
day,”  and  grudging  to  poverty  even  the  crumbs 
from  his  table!  Who  was  the  magistrate  before 
whom  he  brought  him?  A Sergeant-at-law — his 
own  father-in-lawl— the  son-in-law  accused,  and  the 
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father-in-law  committed  him;  and,  indeed,  they  Ismootlied  the  sorrows  of  a parent’s  a;;'e!  There 
were  right  not  to  let  the  glory  of  the  achievement  I stood  a minister  of  the  gospel — a n»an  whose  func- 
go  out  of  the  family. — Imagine,  gentlemen,  youjtions  placed  him  above  suspicion;  tV. ere  he  stood, 
behoi.i  the  spectacle-— the  parson  swea  ing  to  the  , with  the  very  book  in  Ids  hand  from  which  he  should 
complexion  of  the  penny  worth — the  butler  endea-  preach  the  forgiveness  of  injuries,  burning  on  my 
voring  to  coax  him  into  reasori — the  Cook  main-  client  the  brand  of  an  ungrateful  felony!  Awful 
taining  the  inviolability  of  tlie  larder — the  serjcani  I to  the  poor  man  was  that  moment;  his  country, 
threatening  to  bundle  her  out  of  the  ofUce,  until  | his  liberty,  his  character,  (the  poor  man’s  only 
at  last  amid  the  Babel  of  the  contest,  and  the  al  | wealt<'  ' at  haz.ard;  the  little  world  in  which  he 
ternate  ascendancy  of  “beef!”  “Church!’*  “New- j lived — ali  were  witnesses  of  his  sliame  and  de- 
gate,’, and  “Botany  Bay!”  he  was  confined  to  five , gradation.  If  he  were  convicted,  the  utmost  pe- 
hours  imprisonment  by  tiiese  twin  ornaments  oflaw 
and  divinity. 

A<  length  his  friends  heard  of  his  sitiiatio.i — he 


nalty  of  the  law  must  have  fallen  upon  him,  and 
fallen  justly,  because  to  the  civil  crime,  a breach 
__  „ - of  trust  was  added;  even  on  an  acquittal,  pains  and 

was  then  necessarily  admitted  to  br.il,  and  bound  ! penalties  must  have  followed — the  expenses  he  was 


over  to  meet  his  charitable  “pastor  and  master”  s.< 
the  srssions.  Let  us  pause  here,  gentlemen,  and 


put  to!  a fearful  issue! — but  what  did  it  signify  to 
this  follower  of  the  apostles.^  The  poor  man  might 


reflect  on  ’he  situation  of  my  client,  during  the  in- ( have  rotted  in  a dungeon,  buthe  had  a splendid  pa- 
tervftl  Turned  cut  of  his  service,  on  a charge  ofi  lace  in  which  to  riot.  The  man  might  have  tossed 
robb''ry— that  robbery,  the  robbery  of  his  own  mas- 1 upon  a bed  of  straw;  but  he  had  his  silken  canopy 
ter — un?.ble  to  procure  employment  under  the  j and  his  bed  of  down.  The  poor  man  migiU  liave 
doubt — obliged  to  sp^nd  the  last  shilling  of  his  j traversed  the  returnless  ocean;  but  he  had  the  lux- 
little  savings,  amounting  to  twenty  pounds,  in  pre-  uries  of  life  around  him — the  hoarded  coffer  and 
parations  for  his  defence — with  many  weeks  before 


his  innocence  could  be  vindicated,  and  with  the 
certainty,  that  even  in  a case  of  an  acquittal,  the  fact 
of  his  having  been  tried,  would  cling  to  him.  forever 
— weigh  these  sufferings  of  a poor  man  and  an  inno- 
cent man,  and  then  say  what  a rich  man  and  a guilty 
man,  should  pay  for  their  infliction,  t he  interval, 
however,  might  have  liad  its  value — it  might  have 
awakened  in  the  prosecutor  some  compunctions  of 
humanity — did  it  do  sol — no,  for  four  weeks  did  he 


the  groaning  board,  to  some  souls,  the  poet  tells, 
afford  ample  compensation  for  the  scorn  of  man- 
kind. 

Gentlemen,  do  I use  strong  language!  I am  not 
ashamed  to  do  so  in  this  rascally  transaction.  I 
mean  not  to  use  measured  language.  Though 
when  I meet  a minister  of  the  gospel,  with  the  pa- 
tent of  his  election  stamped  upon  his  life — humble 
amid  the  homage  which  his  merits  gains  him — poor 
like  the  dying  Fenelon,  from  his  charities — pious. 


brood  over  the  serpent  egg  cf  his  malignity;  fori  not  in  bis  preaching,  but  in  his  acts— a link,  as  it 
four  weeks,  night  after  night,  did  he  lay  his  head  were,  between  the  earth  which  he  instructs,  and 
upon  his  pillow,  after  praying  to  the  Almighty  (if  the  heaven,  to  which  he  leads,  teaching  the  happi- 
u X u_  X-  : . '■'ness  of  the  one  and  typifying  the  purity  of  the 

other— though  I can  admire  such  men  even  in  my 
inmost  heart— yet  I will  not  extend  my  reverence 
to  that  vermin  sanctity  which  burrows  its  way  un- 
der the  foundations  of  the  temple,  and  eats  the 
bread  of  the  shrine  it  has  endangered.  Gentlemen, 
I need  scarcely  tell  you  the  result  of  the  prosecu- 
tion. The  prosecutor  swore,  as  might  have  been 
expected,  to  the  identity  of  the  beef — to  the  iden- 
tity of  the  bread — and  after  establishing  his  full 
claim  to  the  pennyworth,  he  called  up  his  house- 
hold to  corroborate  him.  One  of  them  has  been 
turned  out  of  his  service  since,  the  other  has  a 
second  opportunity  to-day.  What  they  swore  then 
— I take  for  granted  they  will  swear  now;  and  if 
they  do,  I defy  any  man  of  conscience  to  say  that 
this  man  had  probable  grounds  for  his  prosecution 
— recollecting,  as  you  will,  that  all  was  communi- 
cated to  him  before  the  sessions — nay,  before  the 
arrest.  What  was  the  result?  The  jury  rose  indig- 
nantly, interposing  between  the  accused  and  the 
mortification  of  a defence — he  was  at  once  acquit- 
ted. 

Parson  Vialls  departed  happy,  I would  have  sup- 
posed, in  the  escape  ofinnocer.ee,  if  he  had  since 
off  ered  the  slightest  compensation — if  he  had  even 
tendered  the  expenses  to  which  his  caprice  had 
put  my  client;  but  he  has  not  done  so;  he  chooses 
again  to  come  before  the  public,  again  to  meet,  I 
trust,  the  merited  rebuke  of  an  honorable  jury. 
The  only  point  in  which  such  a man  can  be  made 
to  feel,  is  his  purse;  and  I hope  it  will  at  Iasi  be 
opened  to  the  claims  of  the  poor.  The  trial  over, 
my  client  and  his  prosecutor  both  departed;  the 
one  to  his  lordly  mansion,  the  other  to  his  home 
of  desolation — the  one  exclaiming,  populus  me  dbu- 
/ai— the  other  ruminating  on  all  the  woes  to  wTich 
poverty  is  subject,  and  the  wickedness  which 


such  men  ever  pray),  to  be  forgiven  on  the  terms  of 
his  own  forgiveness!  I will  suppose  for  a moment, 
the  worst  against  my  client — I will  suppose  that 
this  charge  might  have  been  true,  and  that  the  poor 
man,  goaded  by  hunger,  and  tempted  by  opportu- 
nity, had  taken  the  rich  man’s  beef,  “value  one 
penny” — ought  he  not,  as  a minister  of  the  gospel, 
to  have  forgotten  and  forgiven  it — ought  he  not,  as 
a man,  to  have  thanked  the  power  that  placed  him 
above  temptation,  and  dropped  a tear  for  the  unfor- 
tunate! But  when  it  was  false,  false  on  the  very 
face  of  it — and  adopted  upon  grounds  which  even  a 
drivelling  idiot  would  have  discountenanced,  and 
stubbornly  persevered  in  against  the  combined 
oaths  of  every  one  consulted,  in  what  terms  shall 
we  express  our  disgust  and  indignation? 

At  length  the  long  expected  sessions  came — at 
ten,  to  a moment,  the  parson  was  in  attendance; 
day  after  day  he  missed  not  a minute — and  at  least 
for  half  their  period,  upon  the  steps  of  the  prison 
house,  was  this  sleek  emblem  of  orthodoxy  to  be 
seen,  elbowing  the  thieves  and  convicts  as  they 
passed,  and  piously  preparing  to  add  an  innocent 
man  to  their  number.  He  was  saved  all  trouble  in 
procuring  his  attendance— he  surrendered  himself 
at  once,  not  attended  merely  by  his  bail,  but  by  the 
indignant  crowds  who  had  known  him  from  his  in- 
fancy, and  who  now  pressed  forward  to  attest  the 
industrious  honesty  of  his  life.  The  cause  was  call- 
ed on,  and  without  compunction  did  this  reverend 
clergyman,  upon  no  other  grounds  except  those  I 
have  stated,  depose  to  a charge  of  felony  against 
my  client!  His  wealth — bis  rank — his  character — 
his  sacred  station — all  were  thrown  into  the  scale 
against  the  poor  man.  What  mattered  it  that  he 
had  risen  to  industry  with  the  morning  sun,  and 
that  its  brightest  noon  could  not  reveal  a speck; 
upon  his  character.  What  mattered  it  rtiat  he  had 
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may  thrive  even  under  a consecrated  garment.— 
The  day  of  retribution,  however,  is  at  last  arriv- 
ed;  and  at  your  honest  hands  I confidently  claim  it 
—I  claim  it,  not  merely  for  expenses  incurred;  for 
imprisonment  endured;  for  character  involved;  for 
oppression  exercised;  but  I claim  it  in  addition,  for 
the  agony  of  mind  which  the  plaintiff  must  have 
suffered  when  he  saw  himself  attainted  before  the 
world  as  a felon.  But  if  I wanted  an  aggravation 
in  this  case,  do  I not  find  it  in  the  station  of  the 
defendant;  in  that  education  which  should  have 
meliorated  his  heart;  in  that  wealth,  of  which,  as  a 
clergyman,  he  was  but  the  almoner  of  heaven;  in 
that  sacred  office  which  should  have  pressed  on 
him  the  assumption  of  benevolence.?  What  would 
the  world  say,  and  naturally  say,  when  they  saw 
such  a prosecutor.?  Would  they  not  say,  that  glar- 
ing indeed  must  have  been  the  guilt  which  forced 
him  to  depose  to  it.?  Would  they  believe  that  it 
was  assumed  upon  the  grounds  too  ridiculous  for 
credulity;  grasped  at,  at  first,  with  a disgraceful 
promptitude,  and  afterward  pursued  with  as  dis- 
graceful a perseverance,  got  up  by  a kind  of  family 
arrangement;  dragged  before  the  public  against 
all  evidence;  against  the  daily  return  of  the  accus- 
ed to  work;  against  the  impossibility  of  access; 
against  the  dissimilarity  of  the  article;  against  the 
unanimous  testimony  of  every  witness  who  was 
examined.  Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I shall  leave 
this  case  to  you.  If  you  think  that  innocence 
should  be  accused;  character  involved;  expense  ac- 
cumulated; imprisonment  endured,  and  felony  im- 
puted, upon  grounds  like  these — dismiss  my  client: 
but  if  you  hold  probity  in  respect,  though  clothed 
in  rags,  and  oppression  in  horror,  though  it  be  rob- 
ed in  lawn, — I call  on  you  to  say  so  by  your  con- 
scientious verdict. 

The  jury  instantly  returned  a verdict  for  the 
plaintiff— damages  £50. 


The  Plymouth  Pilgrims. 

From  **  Collections  Historical  and  Miscellaneous ^ and 
Monthly  lAterary  Journal**  published  at  Concord, 
ew  Hampshire. 

An  account  of  the  voyage  of  the  Plymouth  Pilgrims, 
from  their  leaving  Leyden,  in  Holland,  till  their  ar- 
rival in  JVew  England,  and  settlement  of  Plymouth. 

[Collected  by  the  reverend  Thomas  Prince,  princi- 
pally from  governor  Bradford’s  History  of  the 
Plymouth  people  and  colony,  from  1602  to  1646, 
in  270  MS.  pages  in  folio.  It  is  greatly  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  this  first  and  valuable  history  of 
the  pilgrims,  was  never  published,  and  still  more 
that  the  manuscript  is  now  supposed  to  be  lost 
beyond  recovery.  It  was  deposited  with  Mr. 
Prince’s  valuable  collection  of  papers  in  the  li- 
brary of  the  old  south  church  in  Boston,  and  was 
either  destroyed  or  carried  away  by  the  barba- 
rians of  the  British  army,  who  converted  the  old 
south  church  into  a riding  school.] 

On  the  deck  then  the  pilgrims  together  knelt  down. 
And  lifted  their  hands  to  the  source  of  each 
blessing. 

Who  supports  by  his  smile,  or  can  blast  with  a 
frown. 

To  him  their  returns  of  thanksgiving  address- 
ing. 

His  arm  through  the  ocean  had  led  to  the  shore, ' 

\^nere  their  perils  were  ended,  their  wanderings 
v/ere  o’er. 


All  hushed  were  the  breezes,  the  ocean  rest. 

Was  bright  in  the  radiance  that  linger’d  even, 
The  prayer  of  the  pilgrims  arose  from  eaeh  bre  st. 

Each  tongue  uttered  forth  hallelujahs  to  heaven. 
The  arm  of  Jehovah  bad  led  to  the  shore, 

Where  their  perils  were  ended,  their  wanderings 
were  o’er.  Upham. 

**About  the  21st  July,  the  English  voyagers  at 
Leyden  leave  that  city,  where  they  had  lived  near 
twelve  years;  being  accompanied  by  most  of  their 
brethren  to  Delph  Haven,  where  their  ship  lay  rea- 
dy, and  sundry  come  from  Amsterdam,  to  see  them 
ship’d  and  take  their  leave:  they  spend  the  night 
in  friendly,  entertaining  and  Christian  converse. 
And  July  22,  the  wind  being  fair,  they  go  aboard, 
their  friends  attending  them;  at  their  parting,  Mr. 
Robinson  falling  down  on  his  knees  and  tliey  all 
with  him.  He  with  watery  cheeks  commends  them 
with  most  fervent  prayer  to  God;  and  then  with 
mutual  embraces  and  nr.any  tears  they  take  their 
leave,  and  with  a prosperous  gale  come  to  South 
Hampton,  where  they  find  the  bigger  ship  from 
London,  Mr.  Jones,  master,  with  the  rest  of  the 
company,  who  bad  been  waiting  there  with  Mr. 
Cushman  seven  days.  Seven  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ling are  laid  out  at  Southampton,  and  they  carry 
about  1700  pounds  venture  with  them;  and  Mr. 
Weston  comes  thither  from  London,  to  see  them 
despatched. 

Jtdy  23.  King  James  gives  a warrant  to  his  so- 
licitor, sir  Thomas  Coventry,  to  prepare  a new  pa- 
tent for  the  incorporation  of  the  adventurers  to  the 
northern  colony  of  Virginia,  between  40  and  48 
degrees  N,  which  patent  the  king  signs  on  Nov.  3d, 
styling  them  the  council  for  the  afiairs  of  NewEng- 
land  and  their  successors. 

July  27.  Mr.  Robinson  writes  to  Mr.  Carver  and 
people  letters,  which  they  receive  at  Southampton; 
and  the  company  being  called  together,  theirs  is 
read  among  them,  to  the  acceptance  of  all,  and 
after-fruit  of  many.  Then  they  distribute  their 
company  into  the  ships,  and  with  the  approbation 
of  the  masters,  choose  a governor  and  two  or  three 
assistants  for  each,  to  order  the  people  and  provi- 
sions. 

Aug.  5.  They  sail  from  South  Hampton,  but  reach 
not  far  before  Mr.  Reinolds,  master  of  the  lesser  ship, 
complained  she  was  so  leaky  he  dare  proceed  no  far- 
ther; upon  which  they  both  put  into  Dartmouth, 
Aug.  13,  where  they  search  and  mend  her,  to  their 
great  charge  and  loss  of  time  and  fair  wind,  though 
had  they  staid  at  sea  but  three  or  four  hours  more 
she  had  sunk  right  down.  About  Aug.  21,  they 
set  sail  again;  but  having  gone  above  a hundred 
leagues  beyond  the  land’s-end  of  England,  Mr.  Rei- 
nolds cpmplained  of  her  leaking  again;  that  they 
must  either  return  or  sink,  for  they  could  scarce 
free  her  by  pumping;  upon  which  ffiey  put  back  to 
Plymouth;  where,  finding  no  defect,  they  judged 
her  leakiness  owing  to  her  general  weakness:  they 
therefore  agree  to  dismiss  her,  and  those  who  are 
willing  to  return  to  London,  though  this  was  very 
grievous  and  .discouraging.  Mr.  Cushman  and  fa- 
mily returning  with  them,  the  rest  taking  what  pro- 
visions they  could  well  stow  in  the  larger  ship,  re- 
solve to  proceed  on  the  voyage  alone. 

Sept  6.  They  make  another  sad  parting,  and  the 
greater  ship  sets  sail  again;  but  about  half  seas 
over  meets  with  cross  winds  and  many  fierce  storms 
— which  often  forces  them  to  hull  for  divers  days 
together,  not  being  able  to  bear  a knot  of  sail; 
make  her  upper  works  very  leaky,  and  bow  and 
wrack  a main  beam  in  the  mid  ship;  which  puts 
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them  in  such  fear,  as  the  chief  of  the  compaoy  en- 
ters into  serious  coiiSuJtation  with  the  ship  officers 
about  returning:  but  a passenger  having  brought  a 
great  iron  screw  from  Holianil,  they  with  it  raise 
the  beam  into  its  place;  and  then  committing 
themselves  to  the  l>ivine  will,  proceed, 

A'ov.  6.  Dies  at  sea,  Wm.  Uutten,  a youth  and 
servant  to  Samuel  Fuller,  being  the  only  passenger 
who  dies  on  the  voyage. 

JVov.  9.  At  break  of  day,  after  long  beating  the 
sea,  iney  make  the  land  of  Cape  Cod,  whereupon 
they  tack  and  stand  to  the  southward,  the  wind 
and  weather  being  fair,  to  find  some  place  about 
Hudson’s  river  for  settlement.  But  sailing  this 
course  about  half  the  day,  they  fall  among  roaring 
shoals  and  breakers,  and  are  so  entangled  witli 
them  as  they  find  themselves  in  great  hazard,  and 
the  wind  shrinking  upon  them  at  the  sanae  time, 
they  bear  up  for  the  cape,  get  out  of  those  dangers 
before  night;  and  the  next  day  into  the  Cape  harbor, 
where  they  ride  in  safely. 

11,  Saturday.  Being  thus  arrived,  they 
first  fall  on  their  knees  and  bless  the  God  of  Hea 
ven,  &c.  But  their  design  and  patent  being  for 
Virginia,  and  not  New  England,  which  belongs  to 
another  jurisdiction,  wherewith  the  Virginia  com 
pany  have  no  concern;  before  they  land,  they  this 
day  combine  into  a body  politic  by  a solemn  con- 
tract,* to  which  they  set  their  hands,  as  the  basis 
of  their  government,  in  this  new  found  country; 
choose  Mr.  John  Carver,  a pious  and  well  approv- 
ed gentleman,  their  governor  for  the  first  year: 
and  then  set  ashore  tificen  or  sixteen  men,  well 
armed,  to  fetch  wood  and  discover  the  land:  who, 
at  night  return,  but  found  neither  house  nor  person. 

JN'ov.  13,  Monday  The  people  go  ashore  to  re- 
fresh themselves,  and  every  day  the  whales  play 
round  about  them,  and  the  greatest  store  of  fowls 
they  ever  saw.  But  the  earth  here  a company  ot 
sand  hills;  and  the  water  so  shallow  near  ihe  shore, 
they  are  forced  to  wade  a bow  shot  or  two  to  get 
to  land;  which  being  freezing  weather,  aflTecteth 
them  with  grievous  colds  and  coughs,  which  after 
proves  the  death  of  many,  and  renders  the  place 
unfit  for  settlement. 

JVbxi  15.  While  the  shallop  is  fitting,  captain 
Standish,  with  sixteen  men  well  armed,  set  out  on 
the  cape  to  search  for  a convenient  place  to  settle. 
William  Bradford,  Stephen  Hopkins  and  Edward 
Tilly  are  of  the  number  adjoined  to  the  captain  for 
council.  When  they  had  marched  a mile  south- 
ward, they  see  five  or  six  savages,  whom  they  fol- 
low ten  miles  till  night,  but  could  not  overtake 
them,  and  lodge  in  the  wood".  The  next  day  they 
head  a great  creek,  and  travel  on  to  the  valley, 
wherein  is  a fine,  clear  pond  of  fresh  water,  a mus- 
ket shot  wide  and  two  long.  Then  they  come  to 
a place  of  graves;  then  to  the  remainder  of  an  old 
fort  or  palisado,  which  they’  conceive  has  been 
made  by  Christians;  and  then  inio  a harbor  opening 
into  two  creeks,  with  a high  cliffi  of  sand  at  the  en- 
trance, the  western  creek  being  twice  as  large  as 
the  eastern.  Near  which  they  meet  witli  heaps  of 
sand,  dig  into  them,  find  several  baskets  full  of  In- 


[*In  allusion  to  this  contract,  the  following  toast 
was  given  at  the  second  centurial  anniversary  of 
the  landing  of  the  pilgrims  at  Ply  mouth,  which  was 
celebrated  at  that  place,  Dec.  22, 1820:  “The  so. 
lemn  contract  of  the  pilgrims  in  Cape  Cod  Harbor, 
Nov.  lUh,  IGilO— and  the  several  editions  of  it — 
1776,  1789,  1788,  1820 — may  it  never  become  obso- 
lete!”] 


dian  corn,  and  taking  some,  for  which  they  purpose 
to  give  the  natives  f^ull  satisfaction,  as  soon  as  they 
could  meet  with  any  of  them;  return  to  the  pond, 
where  they  make  a barricado  and  lodge  this  night, 
being  very  rainy:  and  the  next  day,  wading  in  some 
places  up  to  the  knees,  get  back  to  the  ship  to  the 
great  joy  of  their  brethren. 

A''ov.  27.  The  shallop  being  fitted,  twenty-four 
of  their  men,  with  Mr.  Jones  and  nine  sailors,  thir- 
ty-four in  all,  set  forth  on  a more  full  discovery  of 
the  aforesaid  harbot.  But  the  weather  growing 
rough,  and  the  winds  cross,  they  are  soon  obliged 
to  row  for  the  nearest  shore,  and  then  wade  above 
their  krees  to  land.  It  blows,  snows  and  freezes 
all  this  day  and  night;  and  here  some  received  the 
seeds  of  those  fatal  illnesses  that  quickly  seized 
them.  The  next  doy,  they  sail  to  their  designed 
port,  but  find  it  unfit  for  shipping,  land  between 
the  two  creeks;  and  marching  four  or  five  miles  by 
the  greater,  are  tired  with  travelling  up  and  down 
the  steep  valleys,  covered  half  a foot  with  snow, 
and  lodge  under  pine  trees.  'I  he  next  morning, 
return  to  the  other  creek,  and  thence  to  the  place 
of  their  former  digging,  where  they  dig  again, 
though  the  ground  be  frozen  a foot  deep,  and  find 
more  corn  and  beans,  make  up  their  corn  to  ten 
bushels,  which  they  send,  with  Mr.  Jones  and  fif- 
tten  of  their  sick  and  weaker  people  to  the  ship; 
elghten  staying  and  lodging  there  this  night.  Next 
Jay,  they  dig  in  several  such  like  places,  but  find 
no  more  corn,  nor  any  thing  else  but  graves;  disco- 
ver two  Indian  wigwams,  but  see  no  natives.  And 
the  shallop  returning,  they  got  aboard  at  night; 
and  the  next  day,  Dec.  1,  returned  to  the  ship. — 
The  corn  they  found  happily  serves  for  their  plant- 
ing on  the  spring  ensuing,  or  they  would  have  been 
•n  great  danger  of  perishing.  For  which  they 
gave  the  owners  entire  content  about  six  months 
after.  Before  the  end  of  November,  Susannah, 
wife  of  William  W'hite,  was  delivered  of  a son, 
who  is  calle'd  Peregrine,  being  the  first  born  since 
their  arrival,  and,  [as  Mr.  Prince  concludes,]  the 
first  of  European  extract  in  New  England.* 

Dec.  4.  Dies  Edward  Thompson,  servant  of  Mr. 
While,  the  first  that  dies  since  their  arrival.  Dec. 
6,  dies  Jasper  a boy  of  Mr.  Carver’s.  Dec.  7,  Doro- 
thy, wife  to  Mr.  William  Bradford.  Dec.  8,  James 
Chilton. 

Dec.  6.  They  send  out  their  shallop,  with  ten 
of  their  principal  men,  viz;  Mr.  Carver  Bradford, 
Winslow,  capt.  Standish,  8tc.  with  eight  or  ten  sea- 
men, to  circulate  [circumbulate]  the  bay,  and  find 
a better  place;  though  the  weather  is  very  cold 
and  the  spray  of  the  sea  freezes  on  them,  that  their 
clothes  look  as  if  they  were  glazed,  and  feel  like 
coats  of  iron.  This  night  they  get  to  the  bottom 
of  the  bay,  see  ten  or  twelve  Indians  ashore,  busy 
a cutting  upon  a grampus.  By  reason  of  the  flats, 
they  land  with  great  difficulty,  make  a barricado, 
lodge  therein,  and  see  the  smoke  of  the  Indian 
fires  that  night  about  four  or  five  miles  from  them. 

Dec.  7.  This  morning  they  divide  their  compa- 
ny, some  travelling  on  shore,  eight  others  coasting 
in  shallops  by  great  flats  of  sand.  About  ten 
o’clock,  the  shore  people  find  a great  burying  place. 
Part  thereof  encompassed  with  a large  palisado, 
full  of  graves,  some  paled  about,  others  having 
small  poles  turned  and  twisted  over  them.  W'ith- 


*JIe  died  at  Marshfield,  July  22,  1704.  The  first 
born  in  Massachusetts  colony  was  Elizabeth  Patch, 
who  died  at  Salem,  Jan.  14,  1715,  aged  87.  The 
first  in  Rhode  Island  colony  was  Mary  Godfrey,  who 
died  atNew’port,  April  14,  1715,  aged  77. 
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ont  the  psli.xado,  were  graves  also,  but  not  so  costly. 
Then  they  came  to  four  or  five  v igwams,  but  see 
no  people.  Towards  night,  they  hastened  out  of 
the  woods  to  meet  the  shallop,  and  making  a signal 
for  her  to  bear  into  a creek,  she  comes  in  at  high 
water  to  their  great  mutual  joy,  having  not  seen  each 
other  since  morning:  but  found  no  people  nor  any 
place  they  liked:  and  at  night  made  another  bari- 
cado,  and  lodge  therein. 

Dec.  8.  At  five  this  morning  they  rise,  and  after 
prayer,  the  day  dawning,  and  the  tide  high  enough 
to  call  them  down  to  the  shallop,  they  suddenly 
hear  a great  and  strange  cry,  one  of  their  company 
running  towards  them,  ano!  calling  out  Indians!  In- 
dians! And,  therewith,  arrows  come  fiying  among 
them.  Upon  discharging  their  pieces,  the  Indians 
soon  get  away,  the  English  following  a quarter  c-f 
a mile  shouting,  return  to  their  shallop,  having  left 
six  men  to  keep  her,  and  not  one  of  the  company 
wounded,  though  the  arrows  flew  close  on  every 
side.  Upon  which  they  gave  God  solemn  thanks; 
then  sail  along  the  coast  about  fifteen  leagues;  find 
no  convenient  harbor,  and  hasten  on  to  a port,  which 
Mr.  Coppin,  their  pilot,  assures  them  is  a good  one, 
which  he  had  been  in,  and  they  might  reach  before 
nigo’.  But  after  some  hours  sailing,  it  begins  to 
SnovV  and  rain.  At  mid-afternoon,  the  wind  rising, 
the  sea  grows  very  rough,  they  break  their  rudder, 
[and]  it  is  as  much  as  two  men  can  steer  her  with 
a couple  of  oars.  And  the  storm  increasing,  the 
night  approaching,  and  bearing  what  sail  they  can 
to  get  in;  they  break  their  mast  in  three  pieces, 
their  sail  falls  overboard  in  a very  grown  sea,  and 
they  are  like  to  founder  suddenly:  yet  by  the  mer- 
cy of  heaven,  they  recover  themselves,  and  the  flood 
being  with  them,  strike  inio  the  imagined  harbour: 
but  the  pilot  being  deceived,  cries  out,  Zorc/  he 
merciftil!  my  eyes  never  saw  this  place  before!  He 
and  the  mate  would  have  run  her  ashore,  in  a cove 
full  of  breakers,  before  the  wind;  but  a steersman 
calling  to  the  rowers,  about  with  her  or  we  are 
cast  away,’  they  get  her  about  immediately:  And, 
Providence  showing  a fair  sound  before  them, 
though  it  be  very  dark  and  rains  hard,  they  get  un 
der  the  lee  of  a small  rise  of  land;  but  are  divided 
about  going  ashore,  iest  they  fall  into  the  midst  of 
savages.  Some  therefore,  keep  the  boat,  but  others 
being  so  wet,  cold  and  feeble,  cannot  bear  it,  but 
venture  ashore,  with  great  difficulty  kindle  a fire; 
and  after  midnight,  the  wind  shifting  to  the  N.  W. 
and  freezing  hard,  the  rest  are  glad  to  get  to  them, 
and  here  stay  the  night 

Dec.  9.  In  the  morning,  they  find  the  place  to 
be  a small  island,  secure  from  the  Indians.  And 
this  being  the  last  day  of  the  week,  they  here  dry 
their  stuff’,  and  fix  their  pieces,  rest  themselves; 
and  return  God  thanks  for  their  many  deliverances, 
and  here  the  next  day  they  keep  the  chris'ian  sab- 
bath. 

Dec.  11.  Monday.  They  sound  the  harbour,  find 
it  fit  for  shipping,  march  to  the  land,  see  divers 
cornfields,  and  running  brooks,  with  a place  they 
judge  fit  for  habitation,  and  return  to  the  ship  with 
the  discovery  to  their  great  comfort. 

Dec.  15.  The  ship  sails  for  this  new  found  port, 
comes  within  two  leagues  of  it,  when  a X.  W.  wind 
comes  fair,  and  she  arrives  in  the  desired  harbour. 
Quickly  after  the  wind  chops  about;  so  that  had 
they  been  hindered  but  half  an  hour,  they  would  have 
been  forced  back  to  the  cape  again. 

Dec.  18.  Monday.  They  land  with  the  master 
of  the  ship  and  three  or  four  sailors;  march  along 
the  coast,  seven  or  eight  n.ile.s,  but  see  neithei 
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wigwam  or  navigable  river,  but  only  four  or  five 
brooks  of  .sweet  fresh  water  running  into  the  seat 
with  choice  ground  formerly  possessed  and  plan- 
ted; and  at  night  return  to  the  ship.  Next  day,  they 
go  again  to  dicover;  some  on  land,  and  others  in  the 
shallop,  find  a creek  into  which  they  pass  three 
miles  and  return. 

Dec  20.  TIii.s  morning,  after  calliii'T*  to  heaven 
for  guidance,  they  go  ashore  again  to  pitch  on 
some  place  for  immediate  settlement.  After  view- 
ing the  coun'ry,  they  conclude  to  settle  on  the 
main,  on  a high  ground,  facing  on  a bay,  where 
corn  had  been  planted  three  or  four  years  before; 
a sweet  brook  running  under  the  hill,  with  many 
delicate  springs. — And  a great  hill  they  intend  to 
fortify;  which  will  command  all  round  whence 
they  may  go  across  the  bay  to  the  cape.  And  here 
being  in  number  twenty,  they  rendezvous  this 
morning;  but  a storm  rising,  it  blows  and  storms  all 
night,  continues  so  tempestuous  for  two  days,  that 
they  cannot  get  abroad,  and  have  nothing  to  shelter 
them. 

Dec.  21.  Dies  Hicbard  Eritterige,  the  first  who 
dies  in  the  harbor. 

Dec.  23.  Saturday.  As  many  as  can,  go  ashore; 
cut  and  carry  limber  for  a common  building. 

Dec.  24.  Lord’s  Day.  Our  people  ashore  are 
alarmed  with  the  cry  of  savages;  expect  an  assault, 
but  continue  quiet.  And  this  day  dies  Solomon 
Martin,  the  sixth  and  last  who  dies  this  month. 

Dec.  25,  Monday.  They  go  ashore  again,  felling 
timber,  sawing,  riving,  carrying;  begin  to  erect 
the  first  house,  about  twenty  feel  square,  for  their 
comracn  use,  to  receive  them  and  their  goods:  and 
and  leaving  twenty  to  keep  a court  of  guard,  the 
rest  return  abroad  at  evening.  But  in  the  night 
and  nexrday,  anovher  sore  storm  of  wind  and  rain. 

Dec.  28.  Thursday.  They  go  to  work  on  the 
hill,  reduce  themselves  to  nineteen  families,  mea- 
sure out  .heir  lots  and  draw  for  them.  Many  grow 
ill  of  grievous  colds  from  the  great  and  many  hard- 
ships they  bad  endured.  Dec  29  and  30,  very 
cold  and  stormy  again;  and  they  see  great  smokes 
of  fires  made  by  the  Indian.s,  about  six  or  seven 
miles  off’. 

Dec.  3i.  Lord’s  Day.  Though  the  generality 
remain  aboard  the  ship,  almost  a mile  and  a half 
off;  yet  this  seems  to  be  the  first  day  that  any  keep 
the  sabbath  in  the  place  of  their  building.  At  this 
time  we  therefore  fix  the  era  of  their  settlement 
here,  to  which  they  give  the  name  of  Plymouth, 
the  first  English  town  in  all  this  country,  in  a 
grateful  memory  of  their  Christian  friends,  they 
found  at  Plymouth  in  England,  as  of  the  last  town 
they  left  in  their  native  land. 

Prince’s  JY.  England  Chronology. — pp.  70 — 80. 

JYote.  The  landing  of  the  Fathers  at  Plymouth, 
acerrding  to  Old  Style,  was  on  Dec.  11,  but  the  an- 
niversary is  observed  on  the  22d  annually.  I'he 
face  of  the  rock  on  which  they  landed  was,  in  the 
year  1775,  taken  from  its  original  bed,  and  placed 
by  the  side  of  a “liberty  pole,  which  at  that  time 
was  erected  near  the  court  house,  and  where  the 
rock  still  remains.  It  is  distinguished  by  the  name 
of**Fore  Fathers’  Rock.”  The  base  of  it  yet  'con- 
tinues in  open  view,  in  its  original  situation,  at  the 
head  of  the  longest  wharf  in  Plymouth,  built  on 
the  precise  spot  which  uniform  tradition  assigns  as 
its  scite.  There  is  a tradition  as  to  the  person  who 
first  leaped  upon  the  rock,  when  the  families  came 
on  shore,  December  11,  1620:  it  is  said  to  have 
been  a'young  woman,  Mary  CM  don. — See  Coll. 
Mass.  Hist.  Suc.  2 senes  vol.  HI.  p.  174. 
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